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Tough decision — The Eldorado City Council asked for more information Tuesday night, regarding a  request from the 
YFZ Ranch that the city accep t wastewater from the ranch. A crowd o f about 75 people turned out for the called  

w meeting, many o f whom spoke against accepting the wastewater. Council members include (L-R) Bill McCutcheon, 
Toni Sudduth, Dora Bosmans, Richard Mendez, Mayor John Nikolauk, Tommy Minor and Juaquin Rojas.

City weighs YFZ 
wastewater request
Council tables issue pending more information

A crowd of about 75 persons gath­
ered Tuesday evening in the Schleicher 
County Memorial Building for a called 
meeting of the Eldorado City Council. 
While most were there to sit and listen, 
many took the opportunity to voice their 
opinions regarding a request by the YFZ 
Ranch that the City of Eldorado accept 
wastewater from the ranch at its sewer 
plant.

After a lengthy question and answer 
session the council eventually decided to 
table the question until more information 
could be obtained, as well as a written 
request from the YFZ.

The issue became a hot button item 
last week when YFZ representatives 
Ernie Jessop and Lee Roy Steed ap­
peared before the council to ask that

they consider accepting the wastewater 
until a new sewer plant could be built 
at the ranch.

Most of those commenting Tuesday 
night were opposed to the idea of tak­
ing wastewater from the YFZ, even 
temporarily, with many of them basing 
their objections on moral grounds. More 
than one o f the speakers made refer­
ence to the fact that the YFZ is actually 
owned by the Fundamentalist Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, a 
polygamous group from the Utah/Ari­
zona border region, and that numbers 
o f FLDS members are relocating to 
Schleicher County.

Mayor John Nikolauk opened the 
meeting by thanking those in attendance 
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Prophet’s wife dies at YFZ
Water District okays water well permits for YFZ

The Plateau Underground Water Conservation & Supply. 
District board o f directors met Tuesday, July 20, and approved 
two permit applications submitted by the YFZ Ranch, allow­
ing a re-entry of an old well and the drilling o f a new one. 
Before voting on the matter, the directors heard from District 

%ianager Cindy Cawley, who explained to the exact location 
of the wells and said that they met current regulations on 
spacing and depth.

/During the discussion it was noted that there are already 
two wells in use at the ranch, one o f which is being used to 
irrigate a large garden. Cawley informed the board that YFZ 
representative Ernie Jessop had told her the garden is soon to 
be doubled in size. She added that although the well is cur­
rently exempt from district rules it would become subject to 
those rules if  production exceeds 25,000 gallons per day. If  

^ a n d  when that benchmark is reached, the an application for

a permit for that well must be filed with the district, Cawley 
said.

Discussion then turned to the issue o f municipal water sup­
ply wells. It was explained that wells used to serve more than 
25 people fall under TCEQ gnideL, ¡es and must be monitored 
for bacteria and chemically treated, much the same as wells 
owned by the City of Eldorado.

As part of the permits issued to the YFZ, the board required 
each well to have a 3/4 inch access plug so that Cawley could 
monitor the water level. The directors also reserved the right 
to require that flow meters be installed on the wells at YFZ 
expense.

The meeting was the board’s regular monthly session and 
was called to order at 12:35 p.m. by board president De Lux, 
with directors Lynn Griffin and Sam Henderson, Jr. in at-

Traffic stop nets $83,000 in cash
Chatham and the Schleicher County 
K-9 Unit.

Chatham’s drug dog “Brutus” alerted 
on money found on Cuellar’s person, 
totaling just over $2,000.00. Brutus then 
alerted on the car, prompting the officers 
to take the vehicle to Sheriff’s Office 
sally port for further inspection.

A subsequent search revealed a false 
panel under the VW ’s back seat. The 
panel was removed, revealing a cav­
ity that contained seven small bundles, 
wrapped in duct tape. The bundles, 
which later proved to contain cash, had 
also been covered with a wool fleece, a 
technique reportedly used to mask the 
scent of drugs, or drug tainted money, 
and throw off a drug dog’s sensitive 
nose. In all, the seven bundles o f cash, 
added with the money taken from Cuel­
lar, totaled $83,235.00.

Cuellar reportedly told the officers he 
had picked up the car in San Angelo and 
was transporting the money to Mexico. A 
bus ticket found in the vehicle indicated 
that he traveled from Del Rio to Amarillo 
by bus on July 13.

C u e lla r  w as b o o k e d  in to  the  
Schleicher County Jail on a federal 
charge of money laundering, more than 
$20,000.00 but less than $100,000.00. 
He was picked up Tuesday, July 20, 
2004, by officials with the U.S. Customs 
Service, for transport to Lubbock, where 
he will likely stand trial before U.S. Dis­
trict Judge Sam R. Cummings.

Drug and cash seizure law s#llow  
law enforcement agencies to keep ap­
proximately 80 percent of cash seizure, 
provided a judge finds the seizure to be 
valid.

A traffic stop on a southbound 1994 
Volkswagen sedan netted Schleicher 
County officers over $83,000.00 in cash 
and landed a Ciudad Acuna man in jail 
Hast week.

Deputy Kevin Herbert reports that 
on the evening o f July 14, 2004, he 
stopped a Volkswagen Beetle, driven 
by Humberto Fidel Regaldo Cuellar, 28, 
heading toward Sonora, some two miles 
south o f Eldorado on US 277. Cuellar 
was reportedly observed driving very 
slowly as his car veered back and forth

onto the shoulder of the roadway.
H erbert said Cuellar produced a 

Mexican driver’s license when he pulled 
him over, but could not provide a proof 
o f liability insurance. At that time, Her­
bert called in DPS Trooper Danny Nunez 
to act as an interpreter.

After determining that Cuellar did 
not have liability insurance, Herbert and 
Nunez reportedly began to question the 
man more closely. That’s when Herbert 
reports detecting an odor of marijuana in 
the car. He then called for Deputy Jason
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Late night haul— Deputy Jason Herbert, Sheriff David Doran and DPS Trooper 
Danny Nunez pose with more than $83,000.00 in cash seized following a traffic 
stop Herbert m ade some two miles south o f town on Wednesday evening, 
July 14, 2004.

Barbara Ann Barlow, 39, wife of 
FLDS Prophet Warren Jeffs, died Sat­
urday, July 10, 2004, at the YFZ Ranch 
in Eldorado. Justice of the Peace James 
C. Doyle o f Eldorado ruled that Ms. 
Barlow died of natural causes after a 
battle with cancer.

Sources in Colorado City. Arizona 
and Bountiful, Canada, tell the Eldorado 
Success that Ms. Barlow and her twin 
sister, Annette Barlow, were both mar­
ried to Warren Jeffs in a joint ceremony, 
before he ascended to the office o f

prophet of the Fundamentalist Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
Authorities say that Annette Barlow still 
lives at the YFZ.

Ms. Barlow had reportedly been 
under medical treatment and moved to 
Schleicher County to be with her fam­
ily. She had been seeing a doctor in San 
Angelo prior to death.

Ms. B arlow ’s body was taken to 
Johnson’s Funeral Home in San Angelo. 
Burial service was conducted at a private 
cemetery on the YFZ Ranch.

COURTESY PHOTO

Midway attraction — This Kiddy Ferris Wheel is slated to join the Midway a t the 
second-annual Running o f the Bull festival here in Eldorado this weekend.

Here comes the Bull!
Ready or not, here it comes, the 

second annual Running of the Bull, and 
its going to be much larger than last 
year. That according to organizer Jim 
Runge who explained that as many as 
60 vendors are expected for the two-day 
festival.

Timed to roughly coincide with 
the Running o f the Bulls in Pamplona, 
Spain, the Eldorado version o f the event 
spelled B-U-L-L, is really nothing more 
than a festival planned around a liar’s 
contest.

Aparade is planned for 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday with numerous entries includ­
ing: go- carts, bicycles, clowns, YMCA 
cheerleaders, classic cars, equestrian 
entries, fire trucks, motorcycles, ambu­
lances, Explorer color guard, Nursing 
Home Residents, and floats that include 
the Catholic Church Queens, Casa

Arispe, First Baptist Youth, SCMC Day 
Care, West Texas Cloggers and Cathy’s 
Flowers.

Live en te rta inm en t w ill follow  
throughout the day as various entrants 
w ill exchange w hoppers from  the 
specially constructed stage. Qualified 
judges have been secured and awards 
will be presented.

But there’s more to Running of the 
Bull than a liars contest, there will be 
dancing, storytelling and even a cowboy 
poet. All the while, arts and crafts booths 
will dot the courthouse square, offering 
a vast assortment of goods. Among the 
product booths planned are: air plants, 
angels, antiques, art, bam wood crafts, 
blankets, blinkies, books, coat racks, 
collector knives, cookbooks, costume 
jewelry, crocheted items, crosses and 

C o n t in u e d  Q n .P a g e .J_Q

http://www.myeldorado.net
mailto:success@myeldorado.net


The Eldorado Success • Page 2 • Thursday, July 22. 2004

www.barryscartoons.com

Jim Runge is finally getting the 
attention he deserves

Jim Runge’s “Running o f the 
B ull”  Festival in Eldorado is a 
big breakthrough for him. News­
papers, magazines and television 
stations all across Texas and be­
yond are planning to cover this 
year’s event slated for July 24 & 
25 around Eldorado’s court house 
square.

The festival follows the Run­
ning o f the Bulls in Pamplona, 
Spain by a few days. But, as 
Runge says, “in our festival, en­
trants are judged on who can run 
their mouth with the most bull... 
in several categories.”

For years, Runge has staged 
some o f the most unique events 
ever to occur in the Lone Star 
State. But hardly anybody no­
ticed. Two years ago Jim took 
up residence in his hometown of 
Eldorado and started the EOBOC, 
the Eldorado Olympic Bid Orga­
nizing Committee, .a loose knit 
organization to serve as the ve­
hicle for a tongue-in-cheek bid on 
the winter games of 2014 and the 
summer games of 2016. Jim says 
the underlying goal is the revital­
ization o f the visibility and spirit 
o f this once vibrant village in the 
middle o f nowhere with numerous 
offbeat stunts, displays, spoofs,
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skits, pranks, eccentric attractions 
and other roadside shenanigans.

He stages the Elgoatarod, a 
takeoff on the Ididarod dog sled 
race in Alaska. At the Elgoatarod, 
goats pull carts around the court­
house square. The Tagoo Festival 
revolves around a mysterious bird 
that is found only to Eldorado. He 
created a hysterical district near 
downtown with all sorts o f spoofs 
and plays on words. The district 
has a very rare albino bat colony.

In the past, Runge has staged 
yarn and w eaving festivals in 
M cKinney and a llama kissing 
contest in Fredericksburg. He 
held an April Fool’s day event in 
Art, Texas.

But the Running of the Bull is 
becoming a Texas festival land­
mark. Now, only in its second year, 
requests for press credentials have 
come from the San Antonio Express 
News, Houston Chronicle, South­
ern Living, Texas Monthly, Saveur

C R O SSW O R D  PUZZLE
ACROSS
1. Find the total of 
6. Flow suddenly 
10. Height: Prefix
14. First section
15. Folklore fiend
16. Stage 
accessory
17. Feature of 
many work clothes
19. Trapper’s prize
20. Marines’ motto, 
familiarly
21. Author Norman

: Vincent__
22. Middling grade
23. Boiling mad 
25. Penne or ziti 
29. Bumstead’s 
boss
31. Toward the 
center
33. Coal-rich 
German region
34. Co. called “Big 
Blue”
37. Similar in 
nature
38. _______-garde

«40. Picket line 
crosser

f 41. Notes following 
mi
42. Song for a diva

43. “__by Starlight”
45. “__is golden”
48. List components
49. Catch in a trap. 
51. Canyon edge
53. Grow dark
54. Air on the tubq#
59. Currier’s partner
60. Wall builder, 
maybe
62. Afternoon 
socials
63. Talk wildly
64. Prize fight milieu
65. Sommer of film

66. Leaves 
speechless
67. Full of fizz

DOWN
1. NYPD alerts
2. Chip’s chipmunk 
pal
3. Bongo or conga
4. Lone Star State 
sch.
5. Tempo setter at 
Indy
6. Played 18, 
perhaps

7. Wrinkled citrus
8. Mrs., in Madrid
9. The Beatles’
“And I Love__”
10. Come into view
11. Two-tone treat 
on a
stick
12. Esther of “Good 
Times”
13. Made a choice 
18. Mine yield
21. Use a spyglass 
23. Ollie’s partner 
in comedy

Cheese It!
1 2 3 4

5
14

17

20

25 26 27

31

37

41

I
49 50

53

59

62

65

24. all, folks!”
25. Singer Edith,
“the Little Sparrow”
26. “Diana” singer 
Paul
27. Beef entree
28. Beachgoer’s 
goal
30. Hayes or Newton 
32. Risk taker
35. Soothing stuff
36. Degs. for execs
39. Trellis climber
40. Get firm 
42. Astronaut 
Shepard
44. Interval between 
cause
and effect, say
46. Actually existing
47. Puts up
49. Upper crust
50. Innie or outie 
52. Type
54. Fork prong
55. Irene of “Fame” 
fame
56. Pro votes
57. D.C. 100: Abbr.
58. Carhop’s load
60. Bikini part
61. Like sashimi

American Profile Hometown Content

See solution on Page 6

This crossword puzzle is sponsored each week by:

Kerbow Funeral Home
Established in 1943 ~ Family owned and operated 

M onum ents • Pre-N eed Burial Insurance 
(325) 853-3043 (325) 387-2266

A visit from D.W. -- revisited

Magazine in New York City, Texas 
Co-Op Power and several TV sta­
tions including WFAA in Dallas.

Last year’s inaugural event 
drew some form idable talent: 
Dennis Gaines, a national award 
winning cowboy poet, a clog­
ging group from San Angelo that 
performed in “heifer outfits” and 
forty vendors.

The event features the Big­
gest Lie Contest (Cock & Bull), 
m usical routines, animal acts, 
impersonations, costuming, skits 
and s tu n ts , ex tem poraneous 
speaking, legal mumbo jumbo, 
(Flim Flam), the longest talker 
without stopping, salesmanship 
(medicine shows, autos), tongue 
twisters, backwards talk, fastest 
talker, Burm a Shave, cowboy 
poetry, rhyming poetry, double 
talk/mangled English, parodies, 
punning, shaggy dog stories (long 
story with twisted punch line) and 
true personal stories.

Judges include western novel­
ist Elmer Kelton, Kathy Straach of 
the Dallas Morning News, Doug 
Rogers of Ghostlight Productions 
and others.

C o n t a c t  R u n g e  a t  
shootthebull@ hotm ail.com  or 
325 853 2434.

Randy has been a little busy 
this week, so we ve dusted off one 

'o f his old columns. And...in light 
o f recent developments around 
Eldorado, it’s almost timely. Here 
from June 20, 1996, is a visit 
with Randy s old and dear friend, 
D.W.

My old friend D.W. stopped 
by the office this week for a visit. 
Actually, he was there to check on 
a classified ad, but we took the op­
portunity to catch up on things.

“How ya doin’?” he asked as 
he pushed through the door. But, 
I don’t think he really wanted an 
answer because before I could 
respond  he con tinued , “ I got 
forty-seven hundreths out o f that 
cloud last night.”

“Hey, that’s great,” I replied. 
“Heard from any o f your neigh­
bors yet?”

“Nope,” he answered. “I don’t 
think they got as much rain as I 
did though.”

D.W. leaned across the counter 
and motioned me to step closer. 
“Is there anybody back there?” 
he asked as he nodded toward the 
back room in my office.

“No, D.W., w e’re alone.” I 
told him and asked, “ Why, what’s 
up?”

“M aybe n o th in ’” he w his-

Over The

Back Fence
3by Randy Manki

pered. “But there are a lot o f 
strange folks in town and I wuz 
wonderin’ what it’s all about.”

Now, those o f you who know 
D.W., or perhaps someone like 
him , w ill understand that one 
need not stray too far from the 
beaten path for D.W. to consider 
them strange. By tucking their 
pants in their boots on dry days 
or buttoning up their collar on any 
day but Sunday, they run the risk 
o f being labeled a weirdo. So, I 
had no idea what to expect from 
him when I asked, “What sort o f 
strange people?”

“ Som e k ind  o f  fu rr in e rs ,” 
he responded, tilting his head 
forw ard ever so slightly. “A n’ 
you know what that means,” he 
continued as he peeked out at 
me from under the brim o f his 
feed cap.

I didn’t want to tempt fate by 
admitting to D.W. that I honestly 
didn’t know what he was talking

about. So, I looked him squarely 
in the eye and responded in as 
serious a tone as I could manage, 
“Yep, I sure do.”

That w as all the p rodd ing  
he needed and from that point 
forw ard he let me know what 
he thought about n o n -T e x an s^  
—  which isn’t much.

I won’t bother you with all the 
details. Just suffice it to say that 
D.W. really doesn’t care for any­
one who is different from himself. 
Especially if  they speak with an 
accent or drive foreign cars.

A bout that tim e the phone 
rang and I was tied up for several 
minutes. Before I could return to 
continue the conversation, D .W .^  
had to leave. “Isn ’t that about 
right?” I asked m yself as I hung 
up the receiver. 1 had thought o f a 
couple o f ideas I wanted to spring 
on D.W. Deep down I know he’s 
a fine individual and, I thought, 
if  I could knock off one or two 
o f his rough edges, maybe Kathy 
would finally agree that he does 
have redeeming qualities. ^

Besides, D.W. had gotten a new 
pickup and I really wanted to take 
a look at it. So, I stepped outside to 
flag him down. But before I could 
get his attention, he rounded the 
comer and was gone....in his brand 
spanking new Nissan.

New road pitch targets Fort Hood*
AUSTIN —  Texas has made a 

pitch to the Defense Department 
offering to come up with $20 mil­
lion for highway improvements 
on roadw ays connecting with 
Fort Hood if the military houses 
more troops at the Central Texas 
Army post.

The thinking is that Fort Hood 
easily could absorb any troops 
withdrawn from overseas posts. 
The same theory holds for Fort 
Bliss at El Paso, which has plenty 
o f space for additional troops.

A San A ntonio  task  force 
has made a pitch in Washington 
for Congress to delay a planned 
round of military base closures 
until 2007.

The two-year postponement 
effort will be hashed out in a joint 
conference committee.

While a delay still seems iffy, 
both Texas senators have called 
for the Defense Department to 
consider U.S. facilities in foreign 
countries before looking at do­
mestic installations.

Since 1988, the military has 
shut down 97 bases in the U.S. 
The current planned 2005 round of 
cuts could exceed that number.

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

State I  Capital

HIGHLIGHTS
By Mike Cox

D onald Rum sfeld has said he 
wants a 24 percent reduction in 
U.S. m ilitary infrastructure. If  
that happens, he has said, by 2011, 
when all the closures would be 
complete, the nation would realize 
$8 billion a year in savings.

Wherefore wi-fi...
Texans have a growing number 

o f places across the state where 
they can take advantage o f free 
wireless Internet access and view 
e-mail, check the weather, hear 
downtown music or just surf the

4#

Net.
In fact, Secretary of Defense Austin, the Capitol is a wi-
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fi area. In Northwest Texas, two 
safety rest areas operated by the 
Texas Department o f Transporta­
tion have free wireless Internet 
service.

And TxDOT is currently re­
viewing proposals from several 
companies who have submitted 
plans to provide free w ireless 
Internet access at all o f the depart^ 
ment’s 84 safety rest areas across 
the state. In addition, the service 
will be available at the state’s 12 
travel information centers.

Summer TAKS grades improve
Passing rates on the third-grade 

state reading test continued to 
climb with about 97 percent o f 
students m astering the English 
version of the test by their third 
attempt.

About 94 percent of the stu­
dents who took the Texas Assess­
ment o f Knowledge and Skills 
(TAKS) reading test in Spanish 
also passed.

The most recent test was given 
on June 29.

Beginning with the 2004-05 
school year, fifth-grade s tu d en ts^  
must pass both the reading and 
math TAKS test in order to be 
promoted to sixth grade.

Poll gives gov. 40% approval
If  Gov. Rick Perry and Comp­

troller Carole Keeton Strayhorn 
were running for governor this 
week, Strayhorn could make an in­
teresting claim: She is less disliked 
by voters than he is. ^

Poll numbers in Austin show 
40 percent o f Texans think the in­
cumbent governor is doing a good 
job while 35.1 percent think just 
the opposite.

For Strayhorn, Perry’s unan­
nounced but likely opponent, the 
numbers were 40.6 percent posi­
tive and 11.9 percent negative.

The gubernatorial election, of 
course, is not until spring 2006. 0

Some other numbers released 
last w eek are arguably  m uch 
more important: The governor’s 
campaign, Texans for Rick Perry, 
reported $3.2 million in campaign 
contributions for the first half of 
the year. That raised the size of 
his campaign war chest to $5.1 
million.

Strayhorn reported $1.17 mil­
lion in campaign donations during^ 
the first six months o f the year for 
a total $3.6 million available
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F ra n k  W illia m s
ELDORADO —  Walter Frank Williams, 60, died Tuesday, July 

20, 2004, in a San Angelo hospital. Services are pending at Kerbow 
Funeral Home.

J esu s  “J e ss ie ” F ran k lin

SAN ANGELO —  Jesus “Jes­
sie” Franklin, 31, passed away on 
Thursday, July 8,2004. The family 
received visitors from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. on Sunday, July 11. Funeral 
service were at 10 a.m Monday, 
July 12, in Gutierrez Funeral Cha- 
pels/Knickerbocker, with burial in 
Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens.

Jessie loved life and projected 
happiness with his infectious smile. 
He always had everyone laughing. 
He will always be remembered for 
his singing, dancing and his credo 
to live life to its fullest.

There was never a dull moment 
with him in the room. His love for 
the game of baseball, whether it be 
coaching or playing, was apparent.

^  Regardless o f his hard work, he 
always made time for his fam ­
ily and friends. He will be dearly 
missed and always remembered 
by his family, friends and his pets, 
“Murphy” and “Buddy.’’

Survivors include his wife ofI
11 years, Rachel Franklin; daugh-

Eldorado Success recognized 
*at WTPA summer convention

The Eldorado Success received 
six awards Saturday at the West 
Texas Press Association summer 
convention at Possum Kingdom 
Lake. The awards, given as part 
of the annual WTPA Better News­
paper Contest, carried with them 
enough points to earn The Success 
second place in the overall Sweep- 

competition.
The Success received Second 

Place awards in News W riting, 
Photography and General Excel­
lence. The newspaper earned Third 
Place honors in Feature Writing 
and Column Writing.

Publishers Randy and Kathy 
Mankin were on hand for the Sat­
urday evening awards ceremony. 
They were joined by their daughter 
and son, Sarah and J.L. Mankin.

Roy Robinson, publisher of 
The Graham Leader, was named
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ter, Alexia Franklin; son, Dalton 
Franklin, all of San Angelo; par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Ashby Franklin 
of San Angelo; brothers, Ashby 
“Yogi” Franklin III and Miranda 
Luna, and Thomas “Zeke” Frank­
lin, all o f  San Angelo; sisters, 
Cheyene Hidalgo and husband 
Rudy of Austin, and Sarah Frank­
lin of San Angelo; mother-in-law, 
M aggie R iojas o f C hristoval; 
brothers-in-law, John Riojas and 
wife Connie of Hondo, Joe Riojas 
and wife Sheila o f Christoval, 
and Marcus Riojas and wife Jes­
sica o f Eldorado; sister-in-law, 
Rosalinda Williams and husband 
David o f Christoval; and paternal 
grandm other, M ary Franklin . 
Also surviving are his aunts, 
uncles, cousins, eight nieces, 
three nephews and many close 
friends.

Pallbearers were Shorty Mon­
talvo, Chris Juarez, Roy Martinez, 
Ruben Navarro, Jesus Enriquez 
and Johnny Valdez.

CO U RTESY  PHOTO

Emily Vorloge and Carter Edmiston

V o r l a g e / E d m i s t o n  t o  m a r r y

yn Hutto Livestock
AH Classes of Sheep & Goats 

Bought-Sold
*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412* 

Certified Scales 
853-2717 or (325) 277-8622

Bill and Rosalie Vorlage o f 
Boulder, Colorado and Joe Max 
and Marty Edmiston are pleased to 
announce the engagement and up­
coming marriage of their children, 
Emily Anna Vorlage and Carter 
Brian Edmiston, both of Durango, 
Colorado.

President o f the WTPA for the 
coming year. He was in charge of 
staging the convention at Possum 
Kingdom Lake. Success publisher 
Randy Mankin moved up from 2nd 
to 1 st Vice President and will be in 
responsible for coordinating the 
WTPA’s 75th annual convention 
which he announced will be held 
next year in San Angelo.

The West Texas Press Associa­
tion, is the largest regional press 
association in the world. It was 
formed in 1926 and held its first 
summer convention in Colorado 
City. The group did not meet from 
1940-45 during World War II, but 
renewed the tradition of summer 
conventions in 1946. Since then, 
the association has met annually. 
It is made up o f newspaper pro­
fessionals from across the vast 
expanse of West Texas.

CO U R TESY  PHOTO

Hunter Brant Meador

tI t ’s a BoyÏ
Mr. and M rs. Rocky Hunt 

M eador are happy to announce 
the birth of their son, Hunter Brant 
Meador. He was bom June 8,2004 
at 12:28 p.m. at Shannon’s Wom­
en and Children’s center in San 
Angelo, Texas. He weighed 6 lb. 
15 oz. and was 19 inches long.

His proud grandparents are Da­
vid and Kathy Meador of Eldorado, 
Texas and Patricia Ebarb of Beau­
mont, Texas.

He is also welcomed by his 
Uncles Forrest Meador and Travis 
Meador; Aunts Jessica Osborn, 
Katie Ebarb, and Shana Ebarb.

Flis cousins are Caleb and Hai­
ley Meador, Alexia Sanders and 
Lydia Osborn.

B irthday L ist
JULY
22nd Drew V. Bosman, Roy 
Adame, Alvaro Rojas Jr., Joe Key, 
Ashley Lozano
23rd Bertha Luz, Coty Tidwell, 
Corinna Belman, Pam Engdah! 
Blakeny
24th Sheila Prater, Derek Engdahl, 
Samantha Santellano 
25th Sharon Fitts, Thomas 
Martinez, Ima Jean Bruce, Kaleb 
Murr, Colby Niblett, Penny Bland, 
Jessica Freeman, Fernando 
Cardenas, Candace Engdahl 
26th Johnny Powell, Helen Fay, 
Susie Richters, Rosa A. Martinez, 
Bill Samuels, Jesus DeLuna Jr. 
27th Adam Dominguez, Drew 
Graham, Gina Muela, Dora Lynn 
Fay, Adam Dominguez, Mark 
Daniel Garcia, Theresa Beach, 
Bobby Adame
28th Seth Taylor, Charlene Harris, 
Courtney Sauer, Damien Beach, 
Tommy Hunley, Mary Jenkins, 
Charlene Harris, Walter Wagner

A nniverrsaries
JULY
22nd Clay & Lois Burleson 
24th Marvin & Z. Hickman 
25th Scott & Kan Steward

\}aa'xa a p ait ni aux (aitùCij 
. ...uie'ßß te iktm fco* yen!

THE GERMANIA COMPANIES
SAUER AGENCY 

5 W GILLIS, ELDORADO, TX 
915-853-3068

TOLL FREE-1-800-657-9225

Emily graduated from Boulder 
High School. She received a Bach­
elor of Science degree in Human 
Development and Family Studies 
from Colorado State University, 
Ft. Collins, CO. and a M aster’s 
Degree in Education from Adams 
State College in Alamosa, CO. She 
is currently pursuing a career in 
curriculum development.

Carter graduated from Eldorado 
High School. He received a Bach­
elor o f Science degree in Sports 
Management and a Master’s De­
gree in Physical Education from 
Adams State College in Alamosa, 
CO. He is currently a nursing 
student at San Juan College in 
Farmington, New Mexico.

A late September wedding is 
planned at Blue Lake Ranch in 
Durango Colorado.

fir
M O N UM ENTS  
& PRE-NEED  

FU N ER A L PLANS
CALL

JO HN W ILSO N
KERBOW 

FUNERAL HOME
8 5 3 -3 0 4 3

Shell Star Stop
303 N. Divide~853-3474 

NOW OFFERING
HAND 

DIPPED

Ice Cream Cones
Store hours 5:00 AM to 11:00 PM — EVERYDAY!

Largé 1 Topping 
Every Wednesday

+ TAX

Piping 
Hot Pizzas 

Freshly Made!
Mon-Fri Lunch Hours 

11:00 AM-1:00 PM

R e m e m b e r  

the time when 
summer travel 

didn't mean 
going in debt?

Travel this 
summer with 
your FIHB 
Debit Card and 
pay as you go!

You'll count 
the savings 

all year long!

FIRST 
NATIONAL 
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OF ELDORADO

Main 853-2561 • TeleBank 853-2567 
TeleTime 853-2569 • Member FDIC 

www.fnbeldorado.com
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35th Annual Eldorado Rodeo slated this weekend

MATIOMAL
OILWELL

General O ilfield  
Supplies  

Pum p Repairs

J
216 South Divide 
Eldorado, TX 76936

CO EACLEf ! I
Ph: (915) 853-4060 

Fax: (915) 853-1411

ß. J.s Garage 
& Wrecker Service

Proud Supporter o f the Eagles and Lady Eagles!

853-4080 216 S. Main 
Eldorado, Texas 76936

(I www.myeldorado.net
Eldorado’s Internet Hompage

The 35th A nnual E ldorado 
Rodeo will be held this Friday and 
Saturday evenings at the Schleicher 
County Rodeo Arena, just south 
o f town. This year’s event will 
bring back stock promoter, Cadil­
lac Rodeo Company of Lindale, 
Texas, and will be sanctioned by 
the Cowboy Professional Rodeo 
Association. The show will get 
underway at precisely 7:45 p.m. 
each night.

Despite being a pro rodeo, the 
open aspect of the traditional rodeo 
will be honored and local talent 
will be participating during each 
of the main performances.

Clown’s Jeremy “Turbo” Heart 
and Jeremy Bell will offer their 
own kind of cowboy clown humor. 
Barrelman will be Steve Whitt. 
Two CPRA’s All-Around Cowboys 
will also compete. 3rd place con­
testant Todd Arthur will try to add 
to his winnings of $4,966.81 by 
competing in Saturday’s calf rop­
ing and team roping events. Also, 
top money CPRA’s bull rider Red 
Robbins will be one o f Saturday’s

Eldorado Golf 
Club Report

July 4th Playday
1st Barry Lane, Kerry Brown, 

Bill Wells, George Scott: score 
54.

2nd Sue Scott, Cash Lane, 
M oises Hill, Gordon Emmons: 
score 57.

July 10th
2 person Select Shot

1 st fight J. Guttierez, A. Guttier- 
ez score 57; 2nd John Cartwright, 
Kirk Griffin score 59; Dan Halbert, 
Moises Hill score 59.

2nd flight Bill Wells, Tim Wil­
liams score 66; Barry Lane, Phil 
McCormick score 66; V. Guttierez, 
G. Guttierez score 66; play off for 
6 teams.

Everett’s Pharmacy-Sonora
417 Hwy. 277 North
Sonora, Texas 76950 

Phone 325-387-2541 
Fax 325-387-5423

Everyone at E veretfs Pharmacy is sorry that your local pharmacy 
has closed. It is always sad when a long time business moves to another 
town.

To help with your prescription needs, E veretfs in Sonora will begin 
a daily delivery to Eldorado. In fact, we will deliver to Eldorado more 
than once daily i f  needed.

Everetfs Pharmacy Sonora accepts nearly allprescription cards. I f  we 
don't take your card now, we will get a contract to do so i f  possible.

Veronica Mendez will be joining our sta ff on July 5th, 2004. Veronica 
has been a Pharmacy Tech at your local pharm acy fo r  many years.

E veretfs Pharmacy in Sonora offers a fu ll  line o f  home health medi­
cal equipment including hospital beds, wheelchairs, lift chairs, oxygen 
concentrators, portable oxygen, CPAP and Bipap machines, patient 
lifts, and much more. We take assignment on this equipment i f  you  
have insurance or Medicare when ordered by your doctor.

We will also take assignment on most diabetic supplies or inhalation 
medicine that you might require. This means that you possibly could 
get glucose testing supplies and inhalation medication with little or no 
out ofpocket expense i f  you have Medicare and/or insurance. This is 
delivered to your door.

Come by our pharm acy in Sonofa and visit with us about the new  
Medicare Discount Card. Our sta ff will be happy to help you decide on 
which card you want to sign up for.

E veretfs Pharmacy Sonora will gladly transfer your prescription  
and deliver it to you or have it ready fo r  you to p ick  up. Just call and  
give us the prescription number and tell us where to call and we will 
do the rest.

E veretfs Pharmacy Sonora would like to be your Family Phar­
macy.

Jim Bob and Glynda Everett 
E veretfs Pharmacy Sonora

contestants.
Local contestants performing 

Saturday are Clint Griffin, calf rop­
ing; Scott Cawley, saddle bronc; 
and Travis Lively, bull riding. Also 
from Sonora Stetson and Laramie 
Hall in steer wrestling.

W hile there w ill be plenty 
o f conventional rodeo action, a 
couple of special events will be of 
particular interest to local rodeo 
fans. First, the final round of the 
Tri-County team roping circuit 
will be held during the rodeo with 
livestock provided by Bad Com­
pany o f Sonora. Secondly, local 
youths will compete in the Mut­
ton Bustin’ competition, always a 
crowd favorite.

Team ropers from across the 
Eldorado, Sonora and Ozona will 
competed in the Tri County Roping 
to be held in Eldorado on Thursday 
evening after slack. The top con­
testants will be move on to the final 
round on Saturday night.

Youngsters wishing to compete 
in the Mutton Bustin’ event are 
asked to sign up at the main en­
trance. Ten names will be drawn 
each night to compete.

Cadillac Rodeo Company will 
not only be bringing some top 
notch professional rodeo talent to 
town, they will also be bringing 
some intimidating rough stock. 
#21 “Tar Baby” bull oftheCPRA 
Final who has been ridden only 
3 times, will be waiting in the 
bucking chute. #93 “Bar Stool”, 
a bull that has never been ridden 
will also be featured in the show. 
Meanwhile,” Bo Diddly”, nomi­
nated “CPRA’s Saddle Bronc o f 
the Year” will return.

As always, the Eldorado Rodeo 
is sponsored by the Schleicher 
County Rodeo Association, which 
was named the “New Rodeo of 
the Year” by the Cowboys Profes­
sional Rodeo Association at the 
CPRA Finals 2003.

SCRA m em bers have made 
a lot o f changes in the rodeo 
grounds. The arena has been short-

Registration 
slated at

Eldorado High School registra­
tion will be as follow:

11th graders - August 5, 2004 
from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

10th graders - August 5, 2004 
from 10:30 a.m. - 12 noon.

9th graders - August 5, 2004 
from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Seniors will have their senior 
pictures taken on August 6, 2004 
starting at 8 a.m. in the High School 
gym foyer. The seniors will also 
register for their classes on August 
6, 2004 starting at 9 a.m.

PH O TO  BY BRIA N .CO M

This Bull Won’t Run! Shawn Walker is shown here atop #93 "Bar 
Stool," a bull that hasn 't been ridden this year on the CPRA circuit. 
Both man and beast will be a t the 35th Annual Eldorado Rodeo 
where they just might m eet up again.

ened and there is only one chute. 
They have kept their new stock 
producer and converted the rodeo’s 
format to a professional rodeo, 
while keeping the show open to 
local participants.

Contestants will compete for 
prize m oney as well as points 
on the CPRA circuit. The prize 
m oney will include $2,450 in 
added money with a $150 bonus 
being awarded each night for the 
top score in Saddle Bronc and 
Bareback Riding. Also, Skyline 
Buckles to Event Champion.

As an added bonus, Saturday 
night will feature the Cadillac Six 
Pack, a series o f six bulls, each 
unridden on the CPRA circuit this

season.
At press time, Cadillac Rodeo 

Company reported 200 entrants for 
this weekend’s show.

Speaking o f show s, rodeo 
goers are in for a treat again this 
year with Sonny Burgess and his 
opening act Border Trash from 
Rocksprings. Also Sonny Burgess 
will sing the National Anthem for 
the opening of Saturday’s evening 
events. Tickets for the dance on 
the slab are‘$l0.

Tickets for the rodeo are $7 in 
advance and $8 at the gate. For more 
information about this weekend’s 
rodeo, contact SCRA President 
Troy Daniels at 853-2202 or the 
CPRA office at 936-395-2772

Letters to the Editor
Editor expres$#he; opinions of their author*. They 

ictô nPthèamsafiiy reflect the. views or opinions; of the staff# 
ownership: of the EidQrdd&Success,________ ;

Questions paid leave for Superintendent *

Dear Editor:
It totally amazes me that one 

of our school board members ac­
tually said aloud that she thought 
the coaches should only receive 
$1,000.00 instead of $1,500.00 
for the work they have put into the 
softball field.

First of all, If I were her, even 
if  I had thought that, it would 
have only been a thought, not a 
statement.

We have heard no “Votes” 
against paying a full salary to a 
superintendent that we no longer 
have, but theres a concern over 
such a small am ount that the 
coaches will receive for actually 
working for the money? What is 
wrong with this picture? Maybe

theres more to the story o f why 
Gesch is being paid a full salary 
than what everyone knows - Its 
really hard to understand.

Its going to be interesting this 
next school year to see what our 
students are going to sacrifice to 
compensate for this salary that 
Mr. Gesch will receive for doing 
nothing.

I totally agree with John Ben 
Cawley - at least get something out 
of Gesch - whether it be a crossing 
guard, or hey, maybe he could do 
some of the work at the softball 
field to help our coaches.

Kathy Faull

Proudly Supporting The EaglesIII

John E. Meador Construction
Complete Roustabout Service
• Pumping Service
• Backhoe • Welding
• Sandblasting & Painting
• Polyethylene or Steel

General Oil Field Construction
Fully Insured 

& Radio Equipped
24-Hour Service 

Phone: (915) 853-3135

Meals for 
Friends Menu

B k Niblett’s
Oilfield 
Services, Inc.

Pump T rucks, Transport Services, Vacuum T rucks, 
A cid Tanks, Frac Tanks, Equipment Hauling

Hwy. 277 S.
P.O. Box 910 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 (915) 853-2521

Monday. July 26
Ham and Pineapple Rings, Corn, 
Macaroni & Cheese, Dinner Roll, 
Peaches, Lemon Bar, Milk 
Tuesday. July 27
Bar-B-Que Chicken, Pinto Beans,
Cornbread, Potato Salad, Apricot/
Banana Medley, Milk
Wednesday, duly 2g
Roast Beef w/ Brown Gravy, Mashed
Potatoes, Green Beans, Dinner Roll,
Sliced Strawberries, Angelo Food
Cake, Milk
Thursday. July 29
Frito Pie, Spinach, Wheat Bread,
Tossed Salad, Cinnamon Applesauce,
Milk
Friday. July 30
Tuna Stuffed Tomato, Veg. Beef 
Soup, Wheat Bread, Fresh Fruit Cup, 
German Choc. Cake, Milk

♦

(«quest Kent's Automotive %Wm>
A U TO  PARTS

Proudly Supporting 
the Eldorado Eagles

712 North Divide •  Eldorado, Texas •  (915) 853-2733

Business Cards 
and

Self-Inking Stamps
on sa le  n o w  at

The Success
204 SW Main Street

853-3125
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*SCISD trustees vote to borrow $600,000 for capital improvements
Surging property valuations 

mean that Schleicher County ISD 
could lower its tax rate by a dime 
or more and still raise the same 
amount o f money as last year. 
But, taxpayers won’t be seeing a 
reduction this year after school 

♦ trustees voted M onday night to 
borrow  $600,000.00 from  the 
Capital A cquisition Plan oper­
ated by the Texas Association of 
School Boards.

The loan will allow the school 
district to replace some aging air 
conditioning equipment as well as 
carry out other projects on a wish 
list trustees came up with.

The trustees did not all agree 
♦ o n  the plan, but the differences 

had less to do with whether or not 
the school should borrow money 
and more to do with exactly how 
much should be borrowed. A mo­
tion to borrow $750,000.00 failed 
and shortly thereafter the plan to 
borrow $600,000.00 passed on 
a 4-3 vote with trustees Kurtis 
H om er, Jan W anoreck , Lupe 

Ipanchez and Jo Helen Kotsch vot­
ing in favor. Trustees John Paul 
Joiner, Berta Nicholson and Eddie 
Aibin opposed the measure. Albin 
indicated her preferred to bor­
row $400,000.00 with a two-year 
payout, instead o f the three-years 
required for the $600,00Q.00.

In other business, Acting Su­
perintendent George Blanch ad­
vised the trustees that the state

£

will withhold funds from SCISD 
in order to make up for an over­
payment the school had received 
based on its projected average 
daily attendance (ADA). Blanch 
said the school currently owes 
the state $290,000.00. He noted 
that each year the school has to 
estimate the number o f students it 
will have, and as in years past, the 
school overestimated the number 
of students it would have. Blanch 
added  th a t for the upcom ing  
school year an estimated ADA of 
555 students would be used.

N ex t, the  board  approved  
the d istric t’s financial reports, 
minutes of the previous meeting, 
and food vendors for the 2004-05 
school year. Technology Director 
J.D. Doyle then offered a video 
presentation showing five new se­
curity cameras the school recently 
purchased. Doyle asked for two 
more cameras but was told the 
trustees would consider the item 
in the budgeting process.

The board then voted to keep 
Reed, M cKee and Co. P.C. as 
school auditors for the 2004-2005 
school year. Also, the trustees 
elected to keep the student and 
athletic insurance carrier Student 
Resources, which had the low bid 
of $17,493.18.

M aintenance D irector John 
Kotsch asked for emergency fund­
ing, totaling $53,000 for paving 
o f the elementary drop off zone, 
4 air conditioners and a roof for

City Council hears from 
public about YFZ proposal
and explaining that the council 
faced a tough decision. He added 
that he hoped the decision could 
♦  based on facts and not on emo­
tion. The mayor went on to explain 
that the city had set a precedent in 
the past by accepting waste from 
outside the city limits, first from 
the U.S. Air Force PAVE-PAWS 
facility, and secondly from West­
ern Company, an oilfield service 
company that was later taken over 
by BJ Services.
4 Nikolauk informed the audi- 

’ ence that experts from the Texas 
Com m ission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ), the state agency 
that oversees the city’s wastewater 
plant, had assured him that an ad­
ditional 150,000 gallons of effluent 
per month would not adversely 
affect the plant. “In fact, they say 
it will help us,” Nikolauk stated. 
He then explained that the city’s 

^ la n t  is too large for the amount 
o f effluent it currently receives, 
increasing the time the wastewater 
is retained in the plant.

Attorney James Kosub, who 
represents the city, explained that 
the Equal Protection Clause o f the 
U.S. Constitution, protects identifi­
able groups such as the members 
o f the FLDS who live at the YFZ 
Ranch. He noted that if  the city 

^denies the ranch’s request, based 
on mpral grounds, especially after 
having approved other such re­
quests, then it could be faced with 
a federal discrimination lawsuit.

One person who opposed grant­
ing the YFZ request was Vickie 
Williams. “How comfortable are 
you as city council and individuals 
at believing anything that comes 
out of their mouths because o f the 

liies  that have taken place from the 
get go,” Williams asked.

That sentiment was echoed by 
Deanne Walker. “You can be as 
nice to them as a anyone would 
want to be,” she said of the YFZ. 
“They will be nice to your face but 
will always consider what is best 
for them. They will go for what 
the government will give them and 
what we will give them.”
™ County C om m issioner Bill 
Clark then spoke up and told the 
crowd that the city council was 
dealing with a difficult issue and

had to do what is best for the 
community. “They can’t take into 
consideration most o f the things 
that are being said here.”

City Council member Bill Mc- 
Cutcheon then offered a motion to 
table the discussion pending the 
receipt o f additional information, 
including a written request from 
the YFZ Ranch, a copy of the ap­
plication the ranch has filed for its 
own wastewater treatment plant, 
and a written legal opinion from 
Attorney James Kosub.

Another round of discussion 
then followed before McCutch- 
eon’s motion was seconded and 
passed unanimously.

M oments before the council 
took a break and most o f the audi­
ence left the meeting, Stan Meador 
encouraged all in attendance to 
contact State Representative Har­
vey Hilderbran and State Senator 
Robert Duncan. He noted that pres­
sure brought against the FLDS by 
Utah authorities is likely behind 
their move to Texas. “We really 
don’t have a leg to stand on here 
today,” Meador said. “It has been a 
great discussion, but we are prob­
ably going to have move beyond 
this battle and look for the next 
one...and its going to be through 
our state legislature. We’ve got 
people at that level in Austin and 
that’s where we can take these 
people head on.”

Following a brief recess, the 
council reconvened across the 
street in the council chambers at 
City Hall. Follow ing a review 
o f preliminary budget numbers 
discussion turned to pay raises for 
city employees. .After a lengthy 
discussion, and a review of person­
nel evaluations, the council voted 
unanimously to award 5 percent 
across the board pay raises, with 
additional m erit raises for two 
employees. They also asked that 
a policy be prepared so that future 
raises could be based in part on 
cost o f living adjustments, plus 
merit raises based on individual 
evaluations.

Just Around the Comer, or All 
T lP Y  Around the

^ | f r  T he S uccess
J i  It’s the best source around!

the Band Hall. The trustees board 
approved a the bid o f $12,500 
from  Seidel C onstruction  for 
paving, $33,010.00 bid from Air 
Dynamics, Inc. for 2 Lennox air 
conditioning units for the band 
hall and two 10-ton units for the 
elem entary  build ing. A quote 
from Hartm an Roofing, Inc for 
$8,695.00 was approved for the 
roofing material and labor for the 
Band Hall.

The 2004-2005 Student Code 
o f Conduct met with board ap­
proval as did a resolution call­
ing for First National Bank of 
Eldorado and Schleicher County 
ISD to enter into an agreement 
for Automated Clearing House 
“ACH” Services.

Two new employees were ap­
proved. Mary Rios was hired as a 
custodian and Weldon Jenkins was 
hired in the Maintenance Dept. It 
was noted that an aide position at 
the AEP campus will not be filled 
at this time.

C O U R T E S Y  P H O TO

Diego Barrera

Barrera wi 
National Award

The United States Achievement 
Academy announced today that 
Diego Barrera from Eldorado, Texas 
has been named a United States Na­
tional Award Winner in Science.

This award is a prestigious 
honor very few students can ever 
hope to attain. In fact, the Academy 
recognizes fewer that 10% of all 
American high school students.

Diego Barrera, who attends 
Eldorado High School was nomi­
nated for th is na tional aw ard 
by Mrs. Angela Case, a biology 
teacher at the school.

Diego Barrera, w ill appear 
in the U nited States A chieve­
ment Academy Official Yearbook, 
which is published nationally.

The Academy selects USAA 
winners upon the exclusive recom­
mendations o f teachers, coaches, 
counselors, and other qualified 
sponsors and upon the Standards 
o f Selection set forth by the Acad­
emy. The criteria for selection are 
a student’s academic performance, 
interest and aptitude, leadership 
qualities, responsibility, enthu­
siasm, m otivation to learn and 
improve, citizenship, attitude and 
cooperative spirit, dependabil­
ity, and recommendation, from a 
teacher or director.

Diego Barrera is the son o f Er­
nest and Marie Barrera of Eldorado. 
The grandparents are Juanita Shur- 
ley o f Eldorado and Lupe Espi­
nosa, Sr. o f San Angelo.

(------- --------------------------------- \
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Next, the trustees went into 
executive session to discuss Super­
intendent’s contract. No action was 
taken, however, when the board 
returned to open session.

Supt. Blanch then presented 
the board  w ith a p relim inary  
2004-2005 budget, based on a 
$1.39 tax rate and property val­
ues of $231 million. He advised 
the board that the property value 
number would probably change 
since some protests of valuations 
had been filed with the Schleicher 
County Tax Appraisal Dist.

Blanch advise d that his pro­
posed budget included a new bus, 
an increase o f $10,000 for legal 
fees, portable sound system for 
sporting events and the cafeteria, 
which is expected to lose $34,000 
this upcoming year.

D iscussion  then  tu rn ed  to 
the possibility of reinstating the 
Federal Lunch Program  which 
Mr. Blanch implemented his first 
year during his first stint as super­
intendent. He noted the program 
increased the budget by $12,000, 
plus provided breakfasts for all 
the students. The program was 
stopped the next year after Blanch 
left for retirement.

Before adjourning, the trustees 
agreed to hold a budget planning 
workshop for next Monday eve­
ning.

r a r 3^BDC U
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NOW ACCEPTING M l
CREDIT CARDS

$6.00 Adult/$3.00 Child/Senior 
$3.00 Bargain Matinees before 6:00 p.m. $3.00 

$3.00 Bargain Wed. (• RESTRICTED)

SOUTHWEST 7
949-9984 3598 Knickerbocker Rd.
ID Required oil R Rated Mom

All Shows Times Apply 
FRIDAY-THURSDAY

•CATWOMAN (PG-13) 
dts 2:00 4:40 7:15 10:00 

2:30 5:15 7:50 10:20 
•I,ROBOT (PG-13) 
dts1:30 4:15 7:00 9:45 

2:15 4:50 7:4010:15 
•ANCHORMAN dts (PG-13) 

1:00 3:15 5:30 7:4510:00 
SLEEPOVER (PG)

4:00 8:45
•WHITE CHICKS (PG-13)

1:45 4:10 6:50 9:20 
TWO BROTHERS dts (PG) 

2:10 6:20
Times good for the week of 7/23-7/29

• No Passes or Discounts 
www.pccmovies.com

PHOTO B

The shadow knows -- SCISD Technology Director J.D. Doylel 
presented a video to school trustees Monday evening showing : 
the location o f remote controlled surveillance cameras, as weli\ 
as video taken by the cameras.

H udson  L ivesto ck  S upplem ents
INCORPORATED

/  All Natural Protein, No Urea 
/  Easy to Feed/ Less Labor 
/  No Salt or Fillers 
/  Enhanced Condition Storage 
✓  Improved Reproduction 
/  Heavier Weaning Weights

Matt Brown
853-2496 or 650,6235

Æ*¥ S u reF ed
Now handling a full line of SureFed Feeds

Featuring N-Timidator®
Goat Feed and Supplement ' stW thG

st!

T e x a s  2 x .
D isplay A dvertising N etw ork

can: The Eldorado Success
for details

853-3125

Call Anita Jones, RN, DON 325-853-2507 ext. 139 ]

S chleicher C ounty  M edical C en ter N ursing H om e
400 West Murchison ~ Eldorado, Texas

http://www.pccmovies.com
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2004-2005 SCHOOL 
SUPPLY LIST

KIDS KAMPUS (2) #2 Pencils; 1 Small school box; (10) Folders 
(pocket & brads; 3-red, 3-green, 2-yellow, 2-blue); Kleenex (large 
box); (2) 8 count box of crayons; $5 for Pre-K Weekly Reader; (1) 70 
page spiral notebook; (1) glue stick; (1 )4  oz. Elmer’s White glue; 1 
pkg. construction paper; (1) eraser (pink rubber); 1 box sandwich size 
Ziploc bags; Fiskars scissors (round end); 1 backpack (to hold folders 
& jackets); 1 water bottle (12 oz.) PLEASE LABEL ALL SUPPLIES 
WITH CHILD’S NAME IN LARGE PRINT.

KINDERGARTEN Elmer’s White School Glue - 4 oz.; 1 Glue Stick; 
(2) #2 pencils; Eraser (pink rubber); Crayons -1  box of 24; 1 box of 
12 long colored pencils; Fiskars for Kids scissors (metal blades); 1 
large box Kleenex; School box-small; 2 vinyl (plastic) pocket folders; 
Bovs (1 -box sandwich size ziploc bags) Girls (1 -box gallon size ziploc 
bags); 1 water bottle; Backpack THAT WILL HOLD FOLDERS: (1) 
regular size towel for napping (no mats, large towels, or blankets); ALL 
SUPPLIES SHOULD BE LABELED WITH CHILD’S NAME IN LARGE 
PRINT; Other supplies may be requested by your child’s teacher.

FIRST GRADE # 2 Pencils; Large Elmer’s Glue (white only); School 
box; Metal inlaid scissors; Crayons -16 count; 1 pkg. 9 X 12 assorted 
construction paper (loose); 1 box Kleenex; 4 pocket folders (bottom 
pocket); 40 page spiral notebook; Pencil top erasers; $2.00 for Weekly 
Reader; (1) Box sandwich size zip-lock bags.

SECOND GRADE 6 Pencils - (#2); Crayolas box of 24; Elmer’s 
glue (white); Zipper pouch, large eraser; Fiskar’s scissors; 4 Red 
marking pencils; Kleenex (200 count); 6 pocket folders with bottom 
pockets; Map colors; Kleenex (200 Count). 2-70 page spirals; $2.00 
for Weekly Reader.

THIRD GRADE Crayons box of 24; (4) #2 pencils; Kleenex (200 
count); Scissors - sharp point (Fiskars only); Zipper pouch for 
notebook; (4) four red marking pencils; small Elmer’s glue; Loose 
leaf 3 ring notebook NO TRAPPER KEEPERS; 1 pkg. dividers (do not 
write on these); Map colors; 1 spiral notebook (70 pages); 1 pocket 
folder w/bottom pockets; $2.00 for Weekly Reader; INDIVIDUAL 
TEACHERS MAY GIVE ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES NEEDED THE 
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

FOURTH GRADE 3 Ring notebook NO TRAPPER KEEPERS; 
Notebook paper (no college or narrow ruled); Eraser; Map colors; 
Ruler both metric and American standard; Glue; Scissors 6” or 7” 
sharp point; 6 Red grading pencils; Kleenex - large box; #2 Pencils; 
6 subject dividers with tabs; Zipper pouch; (3) Spiral notebooks (70 
pages); (3) pocket folders (with 3 holes); Composition notebook (not 
a spiral)

IN D IV ID U A L
FOLDERS.

TE A C H E R  MAY R E Q U E S T  S P IR A LS  AND

Letters to the Editor

u p
management or ownership offtie Bdorado Success*_______

Utah resident issues warning to locals
Letter to the Editor:

C ong ra tu la tions, E ldorado 
Texas, now you too can enjoy 
paying for the polygamists to live 
their “unique” life-style. Here in 
Utah they have soaked our gov­
ernment for nearly $10,000,000 a 
year, yes, that’s right 10 MILLION 
DOLLARS annually. Government 
officials have no grounds to fight 
this abuse as polygamists are not 
legally m arried so each wife is 
considered in the Government’s 
eyes a single mother of 4-10 kids 
and you will now be paying to 
feed, provide medical care and 
$money$ to these “unique” indi­
viduals and all their kids with all 
o f your Texan’s hard working tax 
paying pockets.

If  your State officials can find 
some way to end this “draining

o f the beasts” as the polygamists 
enjoy to call it please let the State 
officials in Utah know how they 
too can effectively end this ridicu­
lous abuse.

I understand we live in a FREE, 
Fantastic Country and people they 
should do so without making any­
one else PAY FOR IT.

If in Eldorado the majority of 
the population are not polygamists 
I would highly recommend you do 
all you can to protect your tax dol­
lars and your State’s integrity. Utah 
seems to have just accepted that 
these people break the laws o f our 
Country and steal our tax dollars. 
I hope in Texas they will not stand 
for it! Soon we will see.

D. Barton 
St. George, Utah

COURTESY PHOTO

Five Eldorado High School students attend 3-day conference 
addressing respect in secondary schools. Front L - R: Blake 
Chatham, Maria Huichapa; Joy Martinez; Back L-R Able Montalvo 
and Allie Perez.

Eldorado students educating  
peers about sexual violence

Brigitte R. Rogers a Texas Silver-Haired Legislator representing 
Eldorado and the Concho Valley will be soliciting signatures for 
petitions requesting a special election freezing taxes for the elderly 
65 years and older and disabled persons. The law requires 5% of 
registered voters to sign a petition. Rogers made a request to both 
city and county to freeze taxes. Both government entities denied the 
request. Proposition 13 was approved in September, 2003 by a major­
ity o f 81% in the State o f Texas and 72% in Schleicher County

Water Dist. okays YFZ wells

WINDMILLS • PUMPS (SUBMERSIBLE & S O L A ty  
DRILLING • DEEP WELL RIG

G e o r g e  T k o r p  W a t e r w e l l  

D r i l l  i n g  &  S e r v i c e
GEO. “JENKY” THORP 

325-387-5104
Mobile 325-206-0230 Mobile 325-206-0233

510 W. Mulberry Street 
Sonora, TX 76950

C ontinued F rom Page 1

tendance. Director Ronnie Sauer 
was absent.

Among other business, the 
district’s financial report was con­
sidered and approved, as was a co­
operative management agreement 
with Sutton County Underground 
Water Conservation District.

Before adjourning the board 
review ed proposed changes to 
the district’s current rules. It was 
noted that the rules won’t go into 
effect until a public hearing can 
be held. Following the hearing the

board may then vote on the pro­
posed changes. Cawley noted that 
most of the changes involve minor 
changes to the language o f the 
rules, bringing them in line with 
existing state groundwater regula­
tions. She said that a notice o f the 
public hearing will be published in 
The Eldorado Success.

Basic and 
Expanded 
Cable TV

H o t  S a v i n g s  W i t h

Coo! Côhhecf/ohs

Local broadcast channels 

Local news, weather, sports 

Free cable-related service calls

No need to buy expensive 
equipment
Free basic cable on additional TVs

24/7 customer service and repair 
by local, caring professionals

All your favorite channels

$
Only

c o n n e c t i o n s
cebridge.net

2 Q 9 5
J L  . -xy i  I  per month fi 
■ ■ ■ ■  first three n

plus tax

month for the 
months

1 .8 6 6 .2 6 9 .2 0 5 2
OCebridge Connection« 2004. Offer for new residential customer« only and expiree 7/31/04. Services may not be avllafals in ati areas and prices may vary by marital Instatiation teas may apply for oomptex 
installation and more than one outlet A cable set-top box may be required at Instatiation. Franchise faea, taxes and other fast and restrictions may apply, with lha actual amount dapandng on location and 
service ordered. To be considered a new customer, customer's aocount must have bean inactive for a minimum of 1 SO days and customer must have no outstandtoq obligation to Cabridga Connections. OHt
subject to change.

Business Cards 
and

Self-Inking Stamps
on  sa le  n o w  at

The Success
204 SW Main Street

853-3125

While most students spent the 
weekend of June 24-26 working or 
playing in the Eldorado area as nor­
mal, these Eldorado High School 
students chose to spend a weekend 
gaining new knowledge and skills, 
preparing them to share a message 
of healthy relationships and respect 
at Eldorado-area schools this fall. 
The students attended the fourth 
annual Students Taking Action 
for Respect (STAR) Conference 
at the Stephen F. Austin University 
campus in Nacogdoches.

STAR, the youth outreach and 
education program created by the 
Texas Association Against Sexual 
Assault (TAASA), incorporates 
positive  m essages d irected  at 
reducing sexual harassment and 
violence in schools. The STAR 
Program trains high school stu­
dents to present workshops and 
organize activities dealing with 
sexual harassment while building 
an environment o f respect within 
Texas schools. These student-led 
presentations are currently trav­
eling the state, allowing STAR 
participants to increase sexual 
violence awareness among their 
peers. The STAR program is so 
respected and admired nationally 
that many other states, including 
Pennsylvania and Louisiana, are 
using Texas’s STAR curriculum as 
a base for their own youth outreach 
and education program.

“These students walked away

Steve M. Sessom, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

Hwy. 277 N. 304 Ave. D
Eldorado,TX Ozona, TX  76943

(915) 853-2534(915) 392-2575

Eldorado Weather
Fri

X  7/23
sat

7/24 ■
Star

i : 7 / 2 5 f ^
> V  . Man
4 -7 /2 6  '• :

Tue

91/69
Sunny. Highs 
in the low 
90s and lows 
in the upper 
60s.,

• 4 ^
92/68

More sun 
than clouds. 
Highs in the 
low 90s and 
lows in the 
upper 60s.

/ ' X .. ....

85/64
Slight chance 
of a thunder­
storm. •

8 8 / 6 6
Mix of sun 
and clouds. 
Highs in the 
upper 80s 
and lows in 
the mid 60s.

^ X ^ X x

87/65
Partly cloudy 
with a stray 
thunder­
storm.

©2003 American Profile Hometown Content Service

from the conference empowered 
by what they had learned and have 
grown passionate about educat­
ing their friends and peers,” said 
sponsor Ilse Williams. “The STAR _ 
Program, while offering an educa- ™ 
tion in social responsibility, has 
also encouraged the students to 
seek out leadership roles among 
their peers and has improved their 
public speaking and presentation 
skills.” The Eldorado High School 
STAR team is only one of over 30 
such teams in the state.

The American Association of 
University Women study, Hostile 
Hallways: Bullying, Teasing and 
Sexual H arassm ent in School, * 
found that 80 percent of American 
schoolchildren report they have 
experienced sexual harassment on 
campus. This report, a follow-up to 
the group’s 1993 survey, reinforces 
that sexual harassment has become 
a fact o f life for students.

The innovative and nation­
ally acclaimed STAR curriculum 
carries the “ Speak Up. Speak 
Out” message o f TAASA’s public^  
awareness campaign even further, 
bringing dialogue about sexual 
violence into school classrooms. 
Recent studies have shown that 
sexual assault is a top crime con­
cern for Texans, and the efforts and 
hard work of STAR participants in­
creases young Texan’s awareness 
of this silent crime. Workshops at 
the conference are, in many cases, 
conducted by teens who have been 
active in the STAR program since 
its inception and cover topics rang­
ing from acquaintance rape and 
club or date rape drugs to sexual 
harassment and dating violence. 
By the close o f the conference, all 
attendees have amassed the skills 
necessary to spread their lessons 
learned to their peers at home.

Solution to puzzle on Page 2
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A D D U P 1G U S H A C R O
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B L U E C O L L A R P E L T
S E M P E R F 1 P E A L E

C E E S T E A M E D
P A S T A D 1 T H E R S
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A K I N A V A N T S c A B
F A s A R 1 A S T E L L A
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L A T E N T E L E C A S T
I V E S B R 1 C K L A Y E R
T E A S R A N T 1A R E N A
E L K E A W E s G A S S Y

m

General & Family Medicine 
Well Baby Checks 
Women Services 
Preventive Care 

Diabetes Management 
Seasonal Allergy Care 

Minor Surgery and Cryotherapy 
Employment and 
School Physicals 
Drug Screening

Call for an Appointment Today

Charles Pajestka. M.D./Diana Green, PA-C
301-A Hudspeth Ave.* 325-387-6557

Gregory Johnson, M.D.
301-B Hudspeth Ave. • 325-387-7911
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* S.C.I.S.D. announces policy for providing 
free and reduced meals for children

Schleicher County I.S.D . today an­
nounced  its po licy  fo r p rov id ing  free 
and reduced m eals for children served 
under the national School L unch and

•  School breakfast program s. Each school 
and/or the central office have a copy o f  
the policy, w hich m ay be review ed by 
any interested party.

T h e  h o u s e h o ld  s ize  an d  in co m e  
c rite ria  identified  below  w ill be used  
to  d e te rm in e  e lig ib ility  fo r free  and  
reduced-p rice  benefits. C hildren from  
households w hose incom e is at or below  
the levels show n are eligible for free or 
red u ced -p rice  m eals. F oster ch ild ren  
w ho are the legal responsibility o f  a w el­
fare agency or court m ay also be e lig ib le ' 
for benefits regardless o f  the incom e o f 
the household w ith w hom  they reside. 
E ligibility  for the foster child is based 
on the ch ild ’s income.

A p p lica tio n  fo rm s are  b e in g  d is ­
tribu ted  to all households w ith a letter 
inform ing h ouseholds o f  the availability

*  o f  free and reduced-price m eals for their 
children. A pplications also are available 
at the principal’s office in each school. To 
apply for free and reduced-price m eals, 
households m ust fill opt the application 
and return it to the school. A pplication 
m ay be subm itted  anytim e during the 
school year. The inform ation households 
provide on the application will be used

for the purpose o f  determ ining eligibil­
ity and verification o f  data. The school 
officials m ay verify  applications at any 
tim e during the school year.

For school officials to determine eligi­
bility for free and reduced-price benefits, 
househo lds rece iv ing  food stam ps or 
TANF only have to list their child’s name 
and food stam p or TANF case number. 
A n adult household m em ber m ust sign 
the application.

H ouseholds that do not list a food 
stam p or TANF case num ber m ust list 
the nam es o f  all household m em bers, 
the am ount and source o f  the incom e 
rece ived  by  each  househo ld  m em ber 
and the social security  num ber o f  the 
adult household m em ber who signs the 
application. I f  the adult who signs the ap­
plication does not have a social security 
num ber the household m em ber m ust in ­
dicate that a social security num ber is not 
available by w riting the w ord “N O N E ” . 
An adult household  m em ber m ust sign 
the application.

U nder the provisions o f  the free and 
reduced-p rice  m eal policy, The Food 
serv ice D irec to r w ill rev iew  ap p lica ­
tions and determ ine eligibility. Parents 
or guardians dissatisfied w ith the ruling 
o f  the official m ay wish to discuss the 
decision w ith the review ing official on 
an inform al basis. Parents w ish ing  to

m ake a form al appeal for a hearing on 
the decision m ay m ake a request either 
orally or in w riting to G eorge Blanch, 
P.O. Box W, Eldorado, Texas 76936 or 
Phone 915-853-2514.

H ouseholds that list a food stam p or 
TANF case num ber m ust report when 
the household no longer receives these 
benefits. O ther households approved for 
benefits based  on incom e o f  inform a­
tion m ust report increases in household 
incom e o f  over $50 per m onth or $600 
per year and decrease in household size. 
Also, i f  a household m em ber becom es 
unem ployed  or i f  the househo ld  size 
increases, the household should contact 
the school. Such changes m ay m ake the 
children o f  the household  eligible for 
benefits in househo ld’s incom e falls at 
or below  the level show n above.

In accordance w ith Federal law  and 
U.S. D epartm ent o f  A griculture policy, 
th is institu tion is p rohib ited  from  dis­
crim ination on the basis o f  race, color, 
na tional origin, sex, age, or disability. 
To file a com plain t o f  d iscrim ination, 
w rite USDA , Director. Office o f  Civil 
R ights, R oom  326-W , W hitten  B uild­
ing, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW , 
W a s h in g to n , D .C . 2 0 2 5 0 - 9 4 1 0  o r  
ca ll 2 0 2 /7 2 0 -5 9 6 4  (v o ic e  a n d  T D D ). 
U S D A  is an  eq u a l o p p o rtu n ity  p ro ­
v id e r  an d  em p loyer. S A M P L E

D ear Parent or G uardian,
For your convenience, I will be taking 

lunch money anytime before school starts. 
So please feel free to come by the cafteria 
and pay ahead of time, or just drop a checfk 
in the mail, to avoid the first day of school 
rush.

Also due the increase and excess in caf­
eteria charging, we are implementing a new 
system in our food service department.

Effective Novmember 14, 2001, if your 
child has $10.00 in charges he/she will not 
be allowed to charge anymore, until his/her 
charges are paid. An alternate meal of pea­
nut butter sandwich, with milk, will be given 
to the child.

If you have not filled out an application for 
free or reduced meals, or if you have had a 
$50.00 a month differenced in your wages, 
since you filled out your application, then 
you may fill an application out at this time. 
Sincerely,
Ima Bruce,
Food Service Director 
325-853-3172, ext. 526

*

Federal Income Chart for School Year 2004-05

Household
size

A nnual M onthly Twice 
Per M onth

Every T\vo 
W eeks

W eekly

1 17,224 1.436 718 663 332
2 23,107 1,926 963 889 445

'■ 3 28,990 2,416 1,208 .1,115 558
4 34,873 2,907 1,454 1,342 671
5 40,756 3,397 1,699 1,568 784
6 46,639 3,887 1,944 1,794 897
7 52,522 4,377 2,189 2,021 1,011
8 58,405 4,868 2,434 2,247 1,124

For each add’l 
m em ber add

5,883 491 246 227 114

V-

%

V

%

*

Schleicher County ISD School D istrict/C harter School 
LET T E R  TO  HOUSEHOLDS ( M ulti-Child)

NA TIONAL SCH O O L LU N C H /B R EA K FA ST PROGRAM  
SCH O O L Y E A R  2003-04

D ear Parent/G uardian:
Children need healthy meals to leam. The Schleicher County ISD offers healthy meals every school 

day. Breakfast costs $.50, lunch costs $1.50. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced- 
price meals. The reduced price is $.25 for breakfast and $.40 for lunch.

To apply for free or reduced-price meals, use the Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application, 
provided by the school. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all 
required information. Return the completed application to:

Schleicher County Independent School District 
PO Box W

Eldorado, Texas 76936
Here are answers to questions you may have about applying:
1. Who can get free or reduced-price meals? Children in households receiving Food Stamps 

or TANF and most foster children can get free meals regardless of household income. Also, if  your 
household income is within the limits on the Federal Income Chart, your children can receive free or 
reduced-price meals.

2. Will my information be checked? Yes. We may ask you to send written proof of the information 
you give.

3. What if I stop receiving Food Stamps or TANF? If  your children qualify because you listed a 
Food Stamp or TANF case number, you must tell the school when you no longer receive Food Stamps 
or TANF.

4. What if my household size or income changes? If  your children qualify for free or reduced-price 
meals based on your income, you must tell us if your household size goes down or if your income goes 
up by more than $50 per month ($600 per year).*Call us at 325-853-3172 ext.526.(Schleicher County 
ISD Cafeteria Office) to update your application.

5. If I don’t qualify now, may I apply again later? Yes. You may apply at any time during the 
school year if your household size goes up, income goes down, or if you start receiving Food Stamps 
or TANF. If you lose your job, your children may be able to receive free or reduced-price meals during 
the time you are unemployed.

6. What if I disagree with the school’s decision about my application? You should talk to school 
officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to Schleicher County Independent School 
District, George Blanch, RO. Box W. Eldorado, Texas 76936.

If you have other questions or need help, call 325-853-2514 ext. 222. si necesita ayuda, por fovor 
llame al telefono: 325-853-2514, ext. 222

\Sincerely,
Im a Bruce,
Food Service D irector

PUBLIC NOTICE
Free and

Reduced-Priced Meals
NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH AND 
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS

Multi-Child Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application for 2004-05
—— — --------------------------------------- — ----------------------------------- .-----------------------------------------District/Charter School

Part 1 . Children in School (Use a separate application for each footer child.) “f E . M ‘ '■ ¿3$
Names of all children in school 

(Last, First, M iddle Initial)
School Name Social Security £, Student 

I.D., or Date of Birth 
(OPTIONAL)

Grade Food Stamp or TANF 
case f  (if any)

1.

2. » .

3. T ' 1 '--------
......

4. wM w..

5. ■■■■

If you listed a Food Stamp/TANF case number for o i - sk-.;.-. --Î 4 V - - , -

p p  p a p i f emm
If this application is fot - . ’ 'ho is  'sport tty agency or
personal use monthb .onN. 3>____  '-jp . -rt ^ääKÄ ... f l i p  ' r

II_________; wmmki?-?-
court, check box □  and list the amount of the child's

1. Name. (List everyone-? „(d) (In the 
example, the household inciuoes mother Jane, 
grandfather Ralph and child Susie.)

2. Income and how often it is received. Weekly (W), Monthly (M), Every 2 Weeks (E), Twice a 
Month (T). (Jane earns $200 every 2 weeks and receives $50 a month in ch ild  support. Ralph 
receives $300 a m onth from Social Security. Susie has no income.)

3. Check 
if NO 

Income.
Earn! ngs from wo rk 
before deductions

Welfare, child 
support, alimony

Pensions, retirement, j Other 
Social Security ¡

(0«
H

Xw

Jane Smith $ 200 / E S 50 / M $ / $ / □
Ralph Smith $ / $ / $ 300 / M $ / □
Susie Smith $ / $ / $ / $ / 0

1. $ / $ / $ / $........... J □
2. $ / $ / $ !.. $ . ....../ □
3. $ / $ / $ .. / $ / □
4. $ / $ / $____ / $____ / □
-Part»'4. Signatùreand Social Security Number (A d u lt  m u s t s ign .)

An adult household member must sign the application. If F’art 3 is completed, the adult signing the form must also list his or her Social Security' 
Number or mark the "I do not have a Social Security Number" box. (See Privacy' Act Statement on the "Instructions for Applying" page.)

I ce rtify  (promise) that a ll in form ation  on this app lication  is true and that a ll incom e is reported. I understand tha t the school w il l  get 
Federal funds based on the in form ation  I give. I understand that school o ffic ia ls  m ay verify (check) the inform ation. I understand that 
i f  I purpose ly give false inform ation, m y ch ild ren  may lose m eal benefits, and I m ay be prosecuted.

Sign here:_______ _________________________ ____ Date:

Social Security Number:

Printed Name:_________

Mailing Address:_______

□  I do not have a Social Security Number. 

Home Phone:__________________ Work Phone:____________

City: ______________________ State:. Zip:

Monthly Income: 

Eligibility: Free_

Do not fill out this part. For school use only.
Monthly Income Conversion: Weekly x 4.33, Every 2 Weeks x 2.15, Twice A Month x 2

______  Household s ize :_______________ FS/TANF:_________Date W ithdraw n:____

Denied__Reduced__

Time Period:

Reason:

Temporary: Free__A

Determining Official's Signature: _

(expires after 

Date: ______

.days)
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The Blotter is a summary o f the previous 
week’s activity by the Schleicher County 
Sheriff’s Dept. For practical reasons 
o f  time and space, The Blotter does not 
include every call made to the Sheriffs 
office, nor does it include routine secu­
rity checks, minor traffic stops or routine 
patrols. Incidents o f  major impact will be 
reported separately. Subjects reported to 
have been arrested are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court o f  law.

Arrests
July 14 • Chitsey, Corby, male 

age 35, arresting officer DPS troop­
er, offense Interfering with Public 
Duties, Released on $1,000.00 
PR Bond.

July 14 • Cuellar, Humberto 
Fidel Regaldo, male age 28, ar­
resting officer SC deputy, offense 
Money Laundering.

July 14 • Sahr, Leslie Dale, 
male age 33, arresting officer DPS 
trooper, offense DWI 1st offense 
and Open Container, Released on 
$1,000.00 Surety Bond.

July 16 • Gauna, Tonya Sue,

female age 34, arresting officer SC 
deputy, offense Theft by Check, 
Released on $500.00 PR Bond.

July 17 • Rocha, Enrique Juan, 
male age 22, arresting officer SC 
deputy, offense MTR, and Burglary 
of a Building.

July 17 • Clark, Amy Michelle, 
female age 27, arresting officer SC 
deputy, offense possession of Con­
trolled Substance and Disorderly 
conduct, Released on $3,000.00 
Surety Bond.

Incidents
July 14 • 3:31 p.m. Complainant 

requested an officer at location. 
Reported power outage, officers 
responded. Two arrests were 
made.

• 5:00 p.m. Complainant re­
quested a officer to location. Of­
ficer responded.

July 15« 8:24 p.m. Complain­
ant called to report some juveniles 
riding around in go cart. Officer 
responded.

• 9:44 p.m. Sutton County ad­
vised a drunk driver on Hwy 277 
South. Officers responded.

• 11:43 p.m. Complainant ad­
vised of a possible disturbance. 
Officers responded.

July 16 • 8:04 a.m. Complain­
ant reported that someone tried to 
break in her vehicle and steal her 
stereo at the Eldorado Place Apts.

Officer responded.
• 11:08 a.m. Complainant re­

quested to speak with a officer 
about her neighbors. Officer re­
sponded.

• 10:08 p.m. Complainant re­
ported a burglary. O fficers re­
sponded.

July 17 • 12:18 a.m. Complain­
ant reported an intoxicated driver. 
Officer responded.

• 7:18 a.m. Caller reported a 
fire at Tom Green County. Tom 
Green County was advised. Officer 
responded.

• 7:12 p.m. Complainant re­
quested an ambulance for an el­
derly male who was having trouble 
breathing. Officers and EMS 2 
responded.

• 7:50 p.m. Complainant re­
ported a subject causing trouble 
out on the baseball field. Officers 
responded two sub jects  were 
involved.

• 4:13 p.m. Complainant re­
ported a grass fire. Eldorado Fire 
Dept., Sonora Fire Dept, and 
Ozona Fire Dept, responded.

• 4:13 p.m. Complainant re­
ported a grass fire. Fire Dept, 
responded.

• 8:12 p.m. Hospital request for 
ACLS transfer to Community. EMS 
responded.

July 18 • 9:35 a.m. Complainant 
reported that grass fire had started 
back up. Fire Dept, responded.

• 9:02 p.m. Complainant report­
ed an intoxicated driver in a White 
Nissan Altima. Officer responded.

• 10:38 p.m. Complainant ad­
vised that a male subject had 
passed onto her property to re­
trieve wire that had belonged to 
him. Complainant was angry to the 
fact that the male subject had tres­
passed onto her property without 
her presence. Officer responded.

• 10:54 p.m. Complainant re­
quested to speak to an officer. 
Officer responded.

July 19 • 1:35 a.m. Hospital 
requested a ambulance for a basic 
transfer. EMS 1 responded.

Just Around the Comer, or All 
the Way Around the 

World
^ ¡ ¡ j r  T he S uccess

I  It’s the best source around!

I n d u s t r i a l  

o r  T o x ic
m m

NO FEE 
FOR

FIRST VISIT

May occur 30 to 50 years after 
exposure to asbestos. Many work­
ers were exposed from the 1940s 
through the 1970s. Industrial main­
tenance and operators are among 
those at risk for mesothelioma, 
throat cancer or lung cancer. Call 
us for professional insight.

Cappouno C ertified as above and Others Not Certified 
Bv T he T exas Board Of Legal Specialization

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD
(D octor-Law yer in full time Law Practice)

Richard A. Dodd, L.C. 
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law & 
Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

Cameron, Texas

1-800-460-0606
w w w . a s b e s t o s la w . c o m

N O  R O A D B L O C K S  H E R E
There’s no limit to how far you can go as a driver with Schneider

INEXPERIENCED DRIVERS • EXPERIENCED DRIVEI 
OWNER OPERATORS

• No experience necessary
• Company-paid CDL training for qualified candidates.,
• $30,500-$38,500 1st year (inexperienced) *&&&**
• $43,500-$52,500 per year in 4 years IT $5,000
• Low-cost medical & dental insurance; free vision̂  life ;iaW-ON
• Solos & teams ^  ,UI-
• Career advancement
Call for opportunities in your area.
1-800-44-PRIDE
(1 -8 0 0 -4 4 7 -7 4 3 3 )
Mon-Fri: 7am-9pm, Sat & Sun: 9am-6pm (Central Time)

w w w .s c h n e id e r .c o m

Searching for the right 
Medicare Supplement insurance plan?

Stem'Health and Ufo Insurance Company; Inc. is not affiliated with or endorsed try Medicare 
or State or federal Government. Network Rest nations apply. Standard and Select Plans AM C, 
and Fare available in this area. An outline o f coverage is available and may be requested by 
catling .V5-659-759I or IMB8-755\i250 (to ll free) without obligation to purchase.

** Premier Health is the marketing name for the policy. Sierra Health and Life Insurance 
Company Inc. is the underwriter.

* * *  I f  hospital services are needed, your physician must have admitting privileges to a 
Network Hospital o r be w illing to refer you to one who does.

T X 17 S H  (Rev 1(04) E ldorado, TX

Reliable healthcare coverage is a 
great concern for all of us. That’s 
why Sierra Health and Life Insurance 
Company Inc. is making affordable 
Medicare Supplement Insurance plans 
available in the Eldorado area. These 
in su ran ce  p la n s  a re  called  
PreittieilleaRh** Medicare SELECT* 
Supplement Insurance.

Underwritten by:

%
SIERRA HEALTH AND LIFE 

INSURANCE COMPANY, INC.®
» »uhMtiwy of im r*  Hwtth Swyttw*. Inc?

fou r Net work Hospitals:

JjjL
Shannon

¿Safes' Omlst
tee*««** fc».

Schleicher County Medical Center Medicare SELECT* Supplement insurance

You choose:
♦ Which doctor you see***
♦ Access to medical care when you 

feel it is necessary
♦ Care at a Network Hospital you know 

and trust***
♦ Plans to fit your budget and lifestyle

Many of your friends and neighbors 
may have a lread y  se le c ted  
PremierHeafUi** as their Medicare 
supplement insurance plan. Call today 
to find out what they already know.

(325) 659-7591
or

1-888-755-3250 (Toll-Free)

P r e m i e r i  l e n i i  h

Unusual traffic stop — Chief 
Deputy George Arispe 

and DPS Trooper Danny 
Nunez investigated an 

accident (above) on East 
Street last week after this 

tractor dam aged four utility 
poles. The following day, 

the tractor's owner, Corby 
Chitsey o f Wall, was arrested 

by Trooper Nunez on a 
charge o f interfering with 
a public servant. Chitsey 

reportedly refused to provide 
the officer with identification. 

AEP crews (of right) were 
called in to repair the 

dam aged lines

PHOTOS BY J.I.. M A N K IN

*

*

Lions Eye Bank elects new officers
On June 26,2004 Western Tex­

as Lions Eye Bank Alliance Board 
of Directors elected new officers 
for 2004-2005. They are: Presi­
dent, Lion Brigitte Rogers, Sonora; 
Vice President PDG Bob Noyes, 
Big Spring; Secretary PDG George 
Costlow, Stanton; Treasurer, Lion 
Joe Payne, San Angelo.

The eye bank provides donor 
corneas to surgeons for transplant

to recipients. Since 1982 more 
than 300 people have received 
sight from corneal tissue processed 
through W estern Texas Lions 
Eye Bank Alliance. The cornea 
transplant is the oldest and most 
successful transplant performed 
today with a 90-95% success rate. 
Through careful donor screening 
and tissue evaluation the recipient 
can be assured of receiving safe,

quality tissue. The eye bank serve s 0  
as the link between the donor and 
the recipient. All information is 
kept confidential and there is no 
cost to donor families. Anyone 
between the ages of 2 to 65 can 
be an eye donor. The gift of sight 
is priceless. For more information 
please contact the eye bank office 
at 325-653-8666 or 866-226-7632 
(toll free

B u y  a  B r ic k ,
B u i ld  a  M e m o ry ,
A t  S c h le ic h e r  C o u n ty  N u r s in g  H o m e

c m /j C o s t  o f  4 ”  X  fe”  B r ic k  $ 5 0 .0 0
.»■I à •m > Please join us in honoring your loved one

I t —- j by placing a permanent reminder of their time
■ J */ ^  : with us. Proceeds from the brick sales will offset

the construction work required to improve the
patio area.

F.M.I. contact Annie Arispe at 325-853-2507, ext. 107.

i VIAGRA8 DIET PIUS ;
Prescription Strength Alternative

Without Prescription! 1
Phentrazine®

(60 tabs)-37.5mg $79.95 i

(60 tabs)- 100mg $129.95
(90 tabs) + (30 tabs Free) 

Only $149.95
Call now toll Free 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards, Check By Phone.
Call now toll Free 24 HR Order Line! I

Credit Cards, Check By Phone. C B E E
1 - 8 8 8 - 5 2 7 - 0 8 7 0 e u m n u a 1 - 8 8 8 - 5 2 7 - 0 8 7 0

or Send Check or M.O. or Send Check or M.O. to:
P.É. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st f P.E. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st 

OKC., OK. 73109-4909 X X S tS fa .  OKC., OK. 73109-4909
s e x p i l lu s a . c o m d ie tp i l lu s a .c o m

Drive for the Best 
and stay regional 
at the same time!

Still Hiring Fleet Drivers: 
Company • 0/0 • Solo » Team

Regional Ru

H NOW
R STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTil 

NUITIES and INSURANCE PAYO

( 8 0 0 )  7 9 4 - 7 3 % g
J.G . Wentworth means CASH H i l l  

for Structured Settlements!

3eeoi)d jdarçd F̂ ose

Now accepting 
fall clothing and 

back to school clothing. 
Be sure and call ahead 

before bringing 
In clothing/furniture.

Hwy 277 South 
O pen 10-6 pm  

Mon-Sat. 853-3736

♦

'Scripture'
My shield is with 

God, who saves the 
upright in heart. 
God is a righteous 
judge, and a God 
who has indigna­
tion every day.

Psalm 7:10-11
V__________________ J

r SELF INKING ' 
STAMPS

FAST SERVICE
ELDORADO SUCCESS

0

»

http://www.asbestoslaw.com
http://www.schneider.com
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W e st  u 3x a s  C l a ssifie d  A d N etw ork ^  Eldorado 
j*  S onora 
^  Ozona 

B ig Lake

Place your non-commercial classified ad in the Eldorado Success, Devil's River News, Ozona Stockman 
and the Big Lake Wildcat for one low, low price. Call today for details!

Miller
Painting & Drywall 

Residential/ 
Commercial 

No job to big or small. 
Senior Discount 
325-853-2143 or 
325-277-6061. »

'"THE STARR HOUSE"
Eldorado, Texas

OVERNIGHT GUEST 
ACCOMODATIONS

( O N E  T O  F O U R  PEOPLE)
NO PETS

T W O  N I G H T  M I N I M U M  
$ 1 2 5 . 0 0  PER N I G H T  

if 32 5-8 5 3 - 3 3 1 3  
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■...... y

M IS C E L L A N E O U S R E A L  ESTATE

Lee, Lee & P u ck itt, A ssocia tes, Inc. 
S p e c ia l i z in g  in  F a r m  &  R a n c h  

R e a l E s ta te , &  A p p r a is a ls

Lee Puckitt
325- 655-6989

C A L L  U S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  R A N C H  R E A L  

{________________E S T A T E  N E E D S ________________

*

Invitation for Bids 
for Operating Fund Depository 
of the City of Eldorado, Texas

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Eldorado, Texas, will 
receive bids for depository of the City’s Operating and Investment 
Funds for the period commencing on the 1 st day of September, 2004, 
through the 31st day of August, 2006. Any banking organization 
qualifying under the laws of the State of Texas to act as depository 
of Municipal Funds which desires to act as such depository for the 
City of Eldorado shall submit written application thereof, on the 
forms supplied by the City, sealed and marked on the outside “AP­
PLICATION FOR DEPOSITORY FUNDS, DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 
6:00 P.M. ON MONDAY: AUGUST 9, 2004.” Such application shall 
be received in the office of the City Administrator, Eldorado dity 
Hall, 6 S. Cottonwood St., Eldorado, Texas, no later than 2:00 p.m. 
on Monday, August 9, 2004, at which time such applications shall 
be opened publicly and read aloud. Pending any clarifications, the 
City council will review and take action on bids submitted at the 
August 9, 2004, meeting and shall have the right to accept the ap­
plication which offers the most favorable terms and conditions for 
handling of such funds and shall have the right to reject any or all 
applications.

All terms, conditions, specifications, and requirements for such 
applications are available upon request made to the City Admin­
istrator.

L y n n  M e a d o r  R e a l  E s t a t e
5 N. Divide Lynn Meador, Broker • Jo Ward, Agent/ 915-853-2339

HOMES/LOTS
W N E W  LISTING-405 N. DIVIDE-2 Bedroom, 2 Bath home with 

large backyard and metal constructed shop. Nice kitchen, tile floors, 
CH/CA Carport. $38,500.00.

703 HIGHLAND AVE. 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Frame Home, Centra! Heat/Evap. 
A/C, Carport, Fenced Back Yard, Vinyl Siding. PRICE TO SELL $39,500.

201 EAST HILL-OWNERS SAY SELL! Willing to take offers on this nice 3- 
bedroom, 2 bath home on corner lot. Completely fenced, double carport, central heat 
and air, nice covered patio. Called for an appointment today!

Eldorado, Texas Call 325-853-2808

dorado ôpo

The Eldorado Spotlight shines this week on EHS Head Coach 
Gary Grubbs. When the Spotlight camera caught up with 
the coach recently , he was painting the Fighting Eagle on 
the floor o f the Field House locker room.

Call us fo r  your insurance needs.
M ittel Insurance

853-2576
or com e by our office at 119 SW M ain Street E ldorado

1984 CJ7 Jeep GOOD Tires 
w/ extra set of wide rims. Good 
condition asking $5,000.00 or 
best offer. FMI call 392-2512 
after 5:00 or leave message.
30-31 b

For Sale: Fifth Wheel Hitch 
(minus bedrails); Fifth Wheel 
Louvered Tailgate for 98 or 
earlier Chevy/GMC pickup. 
$75 each. Also, camper shell 
for LWB pickup $150. See 
at 112 Cedarwood (Lindsey 
residence.) 31 p

Running of the
Bull Parade

Inviting you to join in the 
Running of the Bull Parade 
July 24, 2004, 10:00 a.m. 
Please enter your business, 
church, organization or per­
sonal entry. It can be big, 
small, unusual, plain, fan­
cy; (It can be a float or golf 
cart). Flags, Convertibles, 
Fire Department, Jeeps, 
Sheriff Department, Classic 
Cars, Ambulance, 4-wheel­
ers, Lawn Mowers, Tractors 
(dressed up drivers), Mo­
torcycles, Golf Carts, Go- 
carts, Boats w/pickup, Mo- 
peds, Schriners, Bicycles, 
Thunderbird, Clowns, Hos­
pital Van, Ponies/Horses, 
Rodeo. Parade will begin 
at the tennis courts behind 
hospital at 9:00 a.m. For 
More Information Contact: 
Annie Arispe 853-2507, 
Cathy Niblett 853-2645, 
Lupe Rodriguez 853-2521, 
Nancy McAngus 853-3608

E M P L O Y M E N T

Babysitter NEEDED;
For more information 
call 853-450-0170. 3 iP

Help Wanted: Rafter W 
Feed in Sonora needs feed 
store hand. Must have driv­
ers license, and be willing 
to work Monday - Saturday. 
Apply in person or call: 387- 
3042. 31b

E X P E R IE N C E D
DRIVERS W A N T E D
Must have current Class 

A CDL and a good driving 
record. Experience driving 
transports, vacuum trucks, 
operating pump trucks & 
winch truck.

• Competitive salary
• Major medical & life insurance
• Sim ple IR A  retirem ent pro­

gram
• Days off schedule
• Paid Vacation & holidays
• Monthly performance 

& safety bonuses.
Please apply in person 

N iblett’s Oilfield Service, Inc. 
Hwy. 277 South, Eldorado. 
No phone calls please. 9tfn

Schleicher County ISD 
is seeking applications for

FULL-TIME * - 
Food Service Position

Applications are available at 
the SCISD A dm inistration 
Office, 205 Fields, Eldorado, 
Texas
Phone 915-853-2514, ext. 221 

SCISD is an EOE.

E L D O R A D O  -Nice, modem 
home for sale. Two bedrooms, 
two baths, large walk-in closet, 
comer white brick fireplace in 
large livingroom, dining and 
kitchen area. Beautiful wood 
cabinets & butcher block top 
bar in kitchen. Corner lot, 
established yard. Call Allene 
Halbert at 853-3181. 28-32b
MO0mMOOQ«&dOOa2£d<»Qfi>teMQ«rtOO«MOOOe«OM9eS»Me«!<BMOOeBMOOQ«»6OM»MM9«MOa«e6<

ELDORADO-Nice Rock 
3BD, 2BT, living room, 
den w/ rock fireplace; 111 
Eldorado Drive. Cali Halbert 
853-3181. 31tfn

G A R A G E  S A L E S  O R  E STATE S A L E S

ELDORADO-Garage Sale: 309 East Callendar, Friday, 
July 23, 8:00 a.m. to ???; Bedspreads, furniture, decora­
tions, and adult & kids clothes. 31 p

E LD O R A D O -B ig  Yard Sale: NEW  Jeans and Towel 
Sets; furniture, appliances and much more. 602 SW 
Main, 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.; Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 31p

E LD O R AD O -G arage Sale: 205 Bluebonnet, Friday & 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. ; Baby items, furniture, etc. 31b

E L D O R A D O -  202 Live  
Oak; Beautiful corner lot; 
large brick home; 4 /2 .5; 
utility; large master suite; 
built-in entertainment center 
in den; screened in back 
porch. Call: (325)853-2204 
or 1-830-613-8342. 39tfnb.

Antique Secretariat, old small wooden desk, queen bed, 
recliners, chairs, occasional tables, new It. blue/cream 
couch, navy/white print couch, beautiful Pine dining 
table and 6 chairs, Oak w/hunter green trim table & 5 
chairs, Hide-a-bed $89, Futon, Old white wicker dressing 
table & chair,gold upholstered chairs, green stripe chair, 
white antique rocker, lamps, oil paintings, color tv’s, etc. 
CONSIGNORS MUST CALL AHEAD BEFORE BRINGING 
IN CLOTHING AND/OR FURNITURE all must be in good 
condition. Second Hand Rose, Eldorado 853-3736.

C a rd  o f  T h a n k s

SELF INKING 
STAMPS

FAST SERVICE
ELDORADO SUCCESS

The Family of Gladys Faull would like to thank 
each & everyone of you for the food, flowers 
and cards you sent Most of all, your love, sup­
port & prayers meant so very much to us.
Scooter, Kathy Faull & Brittany 
Peggy Grelle 
George Faul

K4O0OOOOWSMOOQWKWQSMO0MM&O9C

We would like to thank everyone who came to 
fight the fire on our ranch this past weekend. A 
special thanks goes to the Eldorado Fire Depart­
ment. We are very lucky to have the unselfish 
group of volunteers in our community. 
Sincerely,
The Powell Family

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETW ORK

t
A

TexSCAN Week of 
July 18, 2004
ADOPTION

Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond 
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption.
ADOPTION: LOVING COUPLE wishes to adopt 
newborn. Happy secure home and family. Expenses 
paid. Legal/eonfidential. Let us help you through 
this difficult time. Zoe/Tom, 1-800-838-5359.
PREGNANT? LOVING, SECURE young couple 
longs to adopt. Wonderful home and advantages for 
your child. Expenses paid. Counseling. Call ASA 
for Hannah and Maurice, 1-800-648-1807.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
1.800.VENDING, 90 MACHINES- $9,995. Loca­
tions included. Free product.
COFFEE BUSINESS: ITALIAN Coffee Com­
pany expanding. Distributors wanted. High-profit 
potential. Anyone can do this! Expresso Italia, call 
1 -800-813-6625. (Investment required).
MAKE $5,000+ POTENTIAL MONTHLY at
home locating closeout merchandise for my com­
pany. Free Information Kit. Write: ZAKEN, Dept. 
50047, 20700 Plummer Street, Chatsworth, CA 
91311.

DRIVERS WANTED
.43 CENTS PER MILE! Excellent miles, regular 
hometime, new equipment, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
401k, 95% no touch, 85% drop and hook, every­
thing. HEARTLAND EXPRESS, 1-800-441-4953, 
heartlandexpress.com

A/CDL DRIVERS: Minimum 6 months OTR. 
-Team runs to West Coast -Late model equipment 
-Great pay, miles and benefits. Call Steve Mox 
Trucking. Ask for Marci. 1-800-253-5148. 
DRIVERS/A/CDL FLATBED DRIVERS, 
$50,000 yearly potential. High weekly miles, 
one year T/T experience. SMX, 1-800-247-8040, 
www.smxc.com

DRIVERS- NO NEW YORK CITY! Singles start 
.34 cents. Teams start .41 cents. Owner/Operators 
and CDL graduates needed. OTR, dedicated and 
region afJJSA Truck, 1-800-237-4642.
D RIV ERS/O W N ER/O PER A TO RS - New
fuel bonus! High payout! New equipm ent, 
F riday  p aydays , m onth ly  p ro d u c tio n  
bonus. Longhaul. regional. Class A/CDL, 
6 months OTR 1-800-745-9670, 
www.continentaix com
SUNSET LOGISTICS - OWNER/OPERATORS 
needed to haul scrap metal and aggregate materi­
als in end dumps. Trailers available. Home 
weekly. $100k potential. 98% Texas. Call Scott, 
1-888-215-HAUL.

INSTRUCTION & TRAINING
EARN YOUR DEGREE - Online from home. 
Business, paralegal, computers, networking and 
more. Financial aid available, job placement 
assistance and computers provided. Call free 
1-866-858-2121.

REAL ESTATE
40 BEAUTIFUL ACRES - Only $19,900 
Stunning land outside Ruidoso. Survey, soil 
tested, warranty, deed, electric. Maintained 
all weather roads. Minutes to National Forest. 
Convenient to Ruidoso. Low financing avail­
able 1-888-276-6347.

DRIVERS - BIG PAY! New .02 cents-,04 cents/mile 
increase! Hiring for all divisions. Ask about dedi­
cated and regional! Low cost CDL training available. 
1-800-231-5209, www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT Teams 
and solos check out our new pay plan. Owner/ 
Operators, experienced drivers, solos, teams and 
graduate students. Call 1-888-MORE PAY 
(1-888-667-3729).

DRIVERS - DRIVING SCHOOL graduates 
needed! Tuition reimbursement. Up to .37 cents/ 
mile. No waiting to upgrade. Pay on delivery. Guar­
anteed hometime. USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642.

WANTED OWNER/OPERATORS. Run Texas 
region. Steady home time. Top percentage pay - 
$1000 sign-on. Many fleets to choose from. Call 
Charlie, 1-888-377-7537, Sunco Carriers.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

AVON CALLING! Need more money? Work 
part/full time from home. Earn up to 50%. Call for 
$10 starter kit today! 1-800-211-0502 (ISR).

COOL TRAVEL JOB. Entry level positions. 18+, 
no experience necessary, 2 weeks paid training, 
transportation, lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. Toll free, 1-888-272-2732.

INC. 500 EXPANDING, independent reps needed. 
Self-starters only, 1099 status, good commissions. 
Great bonuses. Earn exotic trips, bonus car. profit 
sharing, freedom, 1-888-811-5355, Media Market­
ing International.

OVERHEAD ELEC TR IC A L CON TRA C­
TOR looking for experienced electrical utility 
linem en. CDL needed with good driving 
record. Call Flowers Construction Company: 
1 -254-582-2501, Ext. 232.

EMPLOYMENT TRAINING
**NOW HIRING** For 2004. Postal jobs, $ 16.20, 
to $39.00/hr. Paid training. Full benefits. No experi­
ence necessary'. Green Card OK. Call NTS-LLC. 
1 -̂866-399-571 ¡GExt. 67_67._
NOW HIRING 2004 Postal Positions. Federal, 
state and local. $14.80 - $48+/hr. No experi­
ence necessary. Entry level, full benefits, paid 
training. Call 7 days for information, toll free, 
1-888-826-2513, Ext. 144.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
$ $ $ $ $ GET CASH NOW!! We buy structured 
settlements and insurance annuities. Call Structured 
Asset Funding now!!!! 1-877-966-8669. $ $ $ $ $

397.3 ACRES, RUGGED canyon country, shared 
water well, mule deer, blue quail, dove and 
javelina, 5% down, owner financed, $160 per acre. 
1-866-286-0199,, www.ranchenterprisesltd com

A BARGAIN. 100 acres - $39,900. Trophy 
whitetails, rolling hills and draws, great access. 
Abundant turkey, quail, small game. More 
available. E-Z terms. Texas Land and Ranches, 
1-866-899-5263.

FREE STANDING RESTAURANT building 
10,400 sf (many uses) and 2 office buildings (4.26 
acres land) for sale Richardson, TX. Interested princi­
pals only, contactANNACHAN@REALTOR.COM, 
1-214-727-3258.

NEW MEXICO FIR ST  time offer. Private 
ranch, 140 acres $69,900. Mature tree cover, 
gorgeous grasslands all at an amazing 7,500 
ft. elevation. Mountain views, power and year 
round roads. Excellent financing. Call NML&R, 
Inc. 1-888-917-2624.

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDING KIT Clearance Sale! 30x40, 
40x80, 50x100, 150x300. Great for a garage, work­
shop, warehouse or factory! Call for a free catalog: 
1 -800-341 -7007, www.SteelMasterUSA.com

R un Your Ad In TexSCAN!

DRIVERS-F.F.E. WANTS YOU. $1,500 sign-on. 
Singles or teams. Great pay/plenty of miles. CDL + 
OTR experience, 1-800-569-9232, Conwell Corp.
DRIVERS - BIG PAY! New .02 cents-,04 cents/mile 
increase! Hiring for all divisions. Ask about dedi­
cated and regional! Low cost CDL training available. 
1 -866-333-8801, www.SwiftTruckingJobs.cotn

FOR SALE
FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTV SYSTEM includes 
installation! 4 months FREE programming with 
NFL Sunday Ticket subscription. Over 205 
channels! Limited time offer. S&H. Restrictions 
apply. 2-800-264^458._
W'OLFF TANNING BEDS: Affordable, conve­
nient. Tan at home. Payments from $29/month. Free 
color catalog. Call today. 1 -888-839-5160.

Statewide Ad. . . . . . . . . . . . .
306 Newspapers, 1.1 Million Circulation

North Region Only. . . . . . . . . $175
102 Newspapers, 381,000 Circulation

South Region Only. . . . . . . . $175
101 Newspapers, 462,000 Circulation

West Region Only. . . . . . . . . $175
103 Newspapers, 254,000 Circulation

To Order: Call This Newspaper, 
or call Texas Press Service at 

1-800-749-4793 Today!
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact 
the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Call this Newspaper to Advertise Statewide and Regionally or Call 512-477-6755.

http://www.smxc.com
http://www.continentaix
http://www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com
http://www.ranchenterprisesltd
mailto:contactANNACHAN@REALTOR.COM
http://www.SteelMasterUSA.com
http://www.SwiftTruckingJobs.cotn
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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Fettuccini Primavera

A C ook’s Secret
FAMILY FEATURES EDITORIAL SYNDICATE

Evaporated milk is a cook’s secret 
ingredient. This convenient staple 
lends its rich, creâmy homemade 
taste to these international favor­
ites, as well as to “made in the 
U.S.A.” dishes.

Fettuccine Primavera
Makes 4 servings

1 package (9 ounces) 
Buitoni Refrigerated 
Fettuccine, cooked, 
drained, kept warm 

3/4 cup water
1 cup broccoli florets 

1/2 cup sliced carrots 
1/2 cup red pepper strips

3 tablespoons butter or 
margarine

2 tablespoons all-purpose
flour

1 cup Nestlé Carnation 
Evaporated Milk 

1/2 cup chicken broth 
1/2 cup (4 ounces) shredded 

Parmesan cheese

1/2 cup grated provolone 
cheese

1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
Fresh ground black 

pepper to taste
HEAT water in medium saucepan 
to boiling. Add broccoli, carrots 
and red pepper. Reduce heat to 
simmer; cook 5 to 7 minutes. 
Drain; set aside.
MELT butter in same saucepan 
over medium heat; stir in flour. 
Gradually add evaporated milk and 
chicken broth. Cook, stirring con­
stantly, until mixture comes to a 
boil and thickens. Stir in Parmesan 
cheese, provolone cheese, cayenne 
and black pepper until cheese is 
melted. Toss with fettuccine. Add 
vegetables; stir to coat. Serve 
immediately.

Quiche Lorraine
Makes 8 servings

1 unbaked 9-inch 
(4-cup volume) 
deep-dish pie shell 

6 slices bacon, chopped 
1/2 cup chopped onion

1 1/2 cups (6 ounces) shredded 
Swiss cheese 

1 can (12 fluid ounces) 
Nestlé Carnation 
Evaporated Milk 

3 large eggs, well beaten 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/8 teaspoon ground black 

pepper
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg

PREHEAT oven to 350°F.
COOK bacon in large skillet over 
medium heat. When bacon starts 
to brown, add onion. Cook until 
bacon is crisp; drain. Sprinkle 
cheese on bottom of pie shell. Top 
with bacon mixture. Combine 
evaporated milk, eggs, salt, pepper 
and nutmeg in small bowl until 
blended. Pour into pie shell.
BAKE for 30 to 35 minutes or until 
knife inserted halfway between 
center and edge comes out clean. 
Let cool 5 minutes before serving.

For more recipes, visit 
www.verybestbaking.com

Cream Cheese Flan

Cream Cheese Flan
Makes 12 servings

3/4 cup granulated sugar 
1 can (12 fluid ounces) 

Nestlé Carnation 
Evaporated Milk 

1 can (14 fluid ounces) 
Nestlé Carnation 
Sweetened Condensed 
Milk

1 package (8 ounces) cream 
cheese, softened 

5 large eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

PREHEAT oven to 350°F.
HEAT sugar in small, heavy-duty 
saucepan over medium-low heat, 
stir-ring constantly, for 3 to 4 min­
utes or until dissolved and caramel 
colored. Quickly pour on bottom of 
2-quart casserole dish.
PLACE milks, cream cheese, eggs 
and vanilla extract in blender; cover. 
Blend until smooth. Pour mixture 
into prepared casserole dish. Place 
casserole in 13 x 9-inch baking dish; 
fill with warm water to 1-inch depth. 
BAKE for 1 hour and 20 to 30 
minutes or until knife inserted near 
center comes out clean. Remove 
flan from hot water; cool to room 
temperature on wire rack. Refrig­
erate for several hours or overnight. 
Run knife around rim; gently shake 
to loosen. Invert onto serving dish.

Swedish Meatballs
Makes 8 to 10 servings
MEATBALLS 

11/2 pounds ground beef 
1/2 cup chopped onion 
1/2 cup plain bread crumbs

1 can (12 fluid ounces) 
Nestlé Carnation 
Evaporated Milk,
divided

1 large egg, lightly beaten 
1 teaspoon garlic salt

1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
GRAVY

Vegetable oil
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

2 1/2 cups beef broth
1/4 teaspoon dried or fresh 

dill weed
1/4 teaspoon ground black 

pepper
12 ounces dry noodles, 

cooked and drained
FOR MEATBALLS:
PREHEAT oven to 350°F 
MIX ground beef, onion, bread 
crumbs, 1/2 cup evaporated milk, 
egg, garlic salt and nutmeg lightly 
but thoroughly in medium bowl. 
Shape into 2-inch balls. Place in 
jelly-roll pan.
BAKE for 20 to 25 minutes or until 
no longer pink. Drain; reserve fat 
drippings. Keep meatballs warm. 
FOR GRAVY:
COMBINE 1/2 cup fat drippings 
from meatballs (adding vegetable 
oil to make 1/2 cup) and flour in 
large saucepan. Cook over medium 
heat, stirring constantly, until 
mixture comes to a boil. Boil for 
1 to 2 minutes. Stir in broth, 
remaining evaporated milk, dill and 
pepper. Cook, stirring constantly, 
until mixture comes to a boil and 
thickens slightly. Add meatballs to 
sauce; stir. Serve over noodles.

New England 
Clam Chowder
Makes 4 servings

4 slices bacon, chopped 
1 pound (about 3 medium) 

potatoes, peeled and cut 
into 1/2-inch chunks 

1/4 cup chopped carrot 
1/4 cup chopped onion 
1/4 cup finely chopped celery

1 can (12 fluid ounces)
Nestlé Carnation 
Evaporated Milk 

1/4 cup all-purpose flour
2 cans (6.5 ounces each)

chopped or minced 
clams, undrained 

1 cup milk 
1/2 cup water
1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire 

sauce
Salt and ground black 

pepper to taste
COOK bacon in medium saucepan 
over medium heat until crisp; 
remove bacon and set aside. Reserve 
2 tablespoons bacon fat in sauce­
pan. Add potatoes, carrot, onion and 
celery. Cook, stirring frequently, for 
6 to 7 minutes or until potatoes are 
crisp-tender.
COMBINE evaporated milk and 
flour in small bowl until blended; 
add to potato mixture. Stir in clams 
with juice, milk, water, bacon and 
Worcestershire sauce. Reduce heat 
to medium-low; cook, stirring fre­
quently, for 15 to 20 minutes or 
until creamy and slightly thick. 
Season with salt and pepper.

Materials courtesy of Nestlé Carnation Evaporated 
Milk

PHOTO BY KATHY M A N K IN

Snap, Crackle and Pop and a Bang — Jesus and Mary Adame where enjoying the evening out 
side Tuesday when around 6:00 p.m. a large limb of a tree snapped and fell with a thud on the 
couple's 1977 Chryrsler New Yorker, Luckily no one was injured and the vehicle sustained minor 
dam age when the limb broke away from a large Mesquite tree. Mary Adame said her children 
usually park in the spot where the limb fell and that she is thankful no one was under the tree a t 
the time. $

Here comes the Running of the Bull!
C ontinued F rom P acif. 1
crystals.

There will also be deer blinds, 
dream  catchers, figurines, gifts, 
glow stuff, a gun raffle, hair halos, 
hats, jewelry, leather crafts, metal 
art, neck koolers, novelties, palm 
leaf hats, plant stands, pure Texas 
honey and purses.

A lso, ra in  gauges, shelves, 
shoes, sport plaques, sterling silver 
jewelry, sunglasses, t-shirts, toys, 
turtles, V ictorian votives, w ind 
chim es, w oodburn ing  plaques, 
wooden crafts, wooden pictures

and wreaths.
Food planned for the weekend 

include: apple dippers, apple wedg­
es, bottled water, BBQ sausage on 
a stick, BBQ on a bun, hand dipped 
ice cream , brisket sandw iches, 
brisket burritos, cakes and sweets, 
cheesecake, cheese peppers, chips, 
Coke floats, and cookies.

Also, fruit smoothies, funnel 
cakes, hot dogs, iced tea, lem ­
onade, nachos, peanuts, pickles, 
roasted com , shaved ice, smooth­
ies, sodas, sports drinks, steak 
sandwiches, stuffed potatoes and

sweet potatoes.
M idw ay attractions will in ­

clude: balloon dart game, duck 
pond, face painting, ferris wheel, 
inflatabfe obstacle course, inflat­
able slide, mechanical bull, ring 
toss game, rock climbing wall and ^  
a trackless train.

The Saturday  even ing  p e r­
formance o f the Eldorado Rodeo 
will round out a day o f fun for 
everyone. But, remember, it starts 
all over on Sunday when the Run­
ning o f the Bull kicks off again at 
12:00 noon.

Sheep and Goat Field Day slated Sept. 2
SAN ANGELO -  The 31st an­

nual Sheep and Goat Field Day 
conducted  by the Texas A&M  
University System Research and 
Extension Center at San Angelo 
is set for Sept 2.

Registration starts at 8 a.m. with

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Eldorado Online...

w w w .m y e ld o r a d o .n e t
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

the program to follow at 9 a.m.
The center is located north o f 

San Angelo on U.S. Hwy. 87.
“After 30 years w e’re making 

som e changes in our field  day 
thinking,” said Dr. John Walker, 
the cen ter’s resident director o f 
research and a field day coordi­
nator. “Because o f the interest in 
natural resource management, we 
are now having two field days each 
year: this one -  our traditional fall 
sheep and goat field day -  and a 
new spring natural resources field 
day.”

M orning topics are animal ID 
issues, Country o f Origin Label­
ing and the agricultural economy, 
the Quality Assurance program, 
re cen t f ib e r m easu rem en t ad-

vances, the cen ter’s sheep breed­
ing research, a M ohair Council o f  
Am erica update and a report from 
the National Sheep Im provement 
Center.

Following a noon “Dutch-treat” 
lunch at the center, the field day re­
sumes with talks on embryo trans­
fer and artificial insemination, and ^  
soremouth problems in goats.

Updates from Ranchers Lamb 
o f Texas, Texas Wildlife Damage 
M anagem ent Service, the Texas 
Sheep and Goat R aisers’ Associa­
tion and the Texas Hair Sheep A s­
sociation will also be presented.

The day ’s activities end at 3 
p.m.

For more information contact 
the center at (325) 653-4576. 0

You don't need a 
magnifying glass to 
read our classifieds!

The Success classifieds are 
read weekly by the very 
customers you need to reach. 
Just $5 puts your message in 
front of readers in Eldorado, 
Sonora, Ozona and Big Lake. 
And, they won’t get eye strain 
trying to find your ad.

To place your classified ad call or come by

853-3125
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L I V I N G
T H E
P R I N C I P L E

THREE-QUARTERS OF A CENTURY AGO, a small group of 

polygamists settled on the banks of Short Creek, which winds 

through the high desert of southern Utah and on into Arizona.

There they would preserve the principle of plural marriage, be­

lieving it to be the path to the highest reach of heaven.

Today the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints counts about 10,000 members in what now are the 

twin cities of Hildale, Utah, and Colorado City, Ariz. A branch 

flourishes far to the north in Bountiful, British Columbia. De­

spite state and federal laws banning polygamy, the practice has 

continued all these years.

Their leader is Warren Jeffs. The faithful believe his words are 

given by God. He shields his people from the outside world, him­

self living in a walled compound protected by bodyguards. He 

exiles men who displease him, yet many yearn to come back.

Most of the FLDS flock say they have found spiritual fulfillment, 

but some chafe at the austere lifestyle and flee.

“Warren is trying to accomplish something that even God 

hasn’t heretofore,” says a man who once was close to Jeffs. “To be 

able to pull together a captive group of followers who are mea­

sured by a mortal man as being perfectly united in mind and 

body and purpose.”

His goals: perfect obedience, perfect faith, perfect people.

Originally published in March and April 2004



Living the Principle

L e a h  H o g s t e n /  The Salt Lake Tribune

Colorado City, Ariz., is a central city for the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
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THOU SHALT OBEY
•  Since succeeding his father as FLDS leader, Warren Jeffs has tightened 
his grip on his followers in Colorado City, Ariz., and Hildale, Utah, in part by 
casting out "sinners." Page 3YOUTH IN TURMOIL
•  They're known as the Fawns, these teenage girls who ran away from what 
they feared would be a dreary future in the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. Page 9
•  Dissidents, apostates and, sometimes, FLDS young men also find them­
selves shunned -  the young men because of rowdy tendencies, but also be­
cause there aren't enough eligible young women in a community that often 
marries multiple teenage girls to older men. Page 8A SPIRITUAL HAVEN
•  For the 1,000 or so polygamous residents of Centennial Park in north­
ern Arizona, life appears simple and fulfilling. The turmoil of the FLDS 
community just across the border in Utah seems a world away. Page 8

THE ACTIVIST
•  Flora Jessop was 16 and newly married to a cousin when she fled the FLDS 
community. Now she's a tough, media-savvy crusader against what she sees 
as rampant abuses of young girls in polygamy's secretive realm. Page 10SOCIAL AND LEGAL COSTS
•  The close-knit, family-oriented culture of the two polygamous commu­
nities does not welcome outsiders. Page 6POLYGAMY BEYOND UTAH
•  Eldorado, Texas, had never seen anything like it on the West Texas hardpan: 
A new polygamous enclave on what once was a weekend ranch stocked with 
exotic deer. Page 13
•  An FLDS leadership feud with connections to Utah has divided deeply inter­
twined families of polygamists just across the border from Idaho. Page 12ROOTS IN THE PAST
•  The disastrous Short Creek raid on southern Utah polygamists in 1953 still has 
an impact on law enforcers. Page 14
•  Polygamy is practiced among LDS splinter sects in Utah, Montana, Arizona, Can­
ada and Mexico. Page 7
•  A time line traces the history of polygamy. Page 11
•  The LDS Church for decades has fought to exorcise its polygamous past. Page 7POLYGAMISTS AND GAY MARRIAGE
•  Advocates for plural marriage see hope for their cause. Pages 9,13

O N L I N E

T o  o u r  r e a d e r s .

The polygam ist com m unities 

along the border o f Arizona and 

Utah were catapulted into the 

spotlight w hen the secretive 

leader o f the FLDS Church ex­

pelled 21 m en, giving som e o f  

their wives and children to  

other m en.

W e hope our coverage helps 

readers understand the issues 

surrounding the practice o f  plu­

ral marriage and how  it has 

survived for more than 170 

years in  the shadows o f Utah  

and the M ountain W est -- even 

though it is illegal and unsanc­

tioned by the m ainstream  

Church o f  Jesus Christ o f  the 

Latter-day Saints.

It is a topic that has im por­

tant im plications today. Once 

secretive and hidden, polyga­

m ists now  say their cause has 

been strengthened by legal vic­

tories for sam e-sex marriages. 

But for m any Utahns, polyg­

amy is a chapter o f  their state’s 

histo iy  they would like to leave 

behind.

Nancy A. Conway

Editor
The Salt Lake Tribune
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Copy editor
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•  The complete project, with photos and more, at http://www.sltrib.com
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Living The Principle Polyf amy on the border
t

J ud Burkjett/77)« Spectrum

Residents of Colorado City, Ariz., and Hildale, Utah, gathered last July for dedication of a monument commemorating "the greatest miracle of all time” -  the community's survival of a 1953 crackdown on polygamy. FLDS 
leader Warren Jeffs later ordered the monument destroyed.

U N D E R  H IS  
C O M M A N D

Edictsfrom  FLDS leader Warren Jeffs have brought the reclusive church into public focus

By  B ro o k e  A d a m s
The Salt Lake Tribune

ONE MORNING IN JANUARY, Warren Jeffs stood and spoke with the voice of an angry God. Twenty-one men had sinned, 
Jeffs said the Lord had told him, and now they would be made to repent. The prophet of the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints spoke for an hour that day in Colorado City, Ariz. About 1,500 men and boys sat in stoic silence as 
Jeffs read off the sinners’ names. There were Barlows, Jeffs, Johnsons, Wylers, Jessops. One by one, Warren Jeffs cast out men who 

had built the community and the faith. Jeffs told the men to stand. He asked if they accepted his judgment. After each answered yes, 
Jeffs told them to leave their homes and families. Confess your sins, he said. Repent from a distance. By dusk, they were gone.

What happened that January morning has 
cracked the calm that normally lies over Colo­
rado City and its twin, Hildale, Utah. Some 
young women fled from their homes. Law en­
forcement officials in Utah and Arizona 
vowed a closer look. And, once more, national 
attention came to the polygamous commu­
nities that quietly flourish in the Mountain 
West.

Jeffs, 48, became president of the FLDS 
church after his father’s death 18 months ago, 
and moved swiftly to take command of the 
10,000 people who live in the twin cities. The 
church adheres to a 19th-century version of 
Mormonism that includes plural marriage 
and is made up of mostly good, earnest people 
trying to live up to a difficult holy ideal.

He oversees a multimillion-dollar church 
trust that controls property, companies and 
assesses up to $1,000 monthly tithes on fami­
lies. He doles out land, homes, jobs and wives

T H O U  SH A LT OBEY

according to spiritual promptings.
Jeffs also has now ousted scores of men he 

views as spiritually flawed, troublesome or as 
rivals, and taken away their homes, wives 
and children. Even the beloved bishop Fred 
Jessop, 93, was whisked away in midwinter 
and hasn’t been seen since.

Some families have been “reassigned” to 
other men — a brother, a disliked neighbor, a 
church leader — whose selection seems de­
signed to sharpen the pain of loss.

“Holy prostitution,” is how one woman 
characterizes what is happening in the twin 
cities. “Overwhelming devastation,” offer oth­
ers.

Yet thousands continue to revere Jeffs as 
their prophet and to instantly follow his direc­
tion.

Where is he headed? No one is sure.

See JEFFS', Page 4

Leah Hogsten/77k Sat Ixike Tribune

Ross Chatwin, ousted from the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, is fighting the United Effort Plan 
Trust's eviction notice to vacate his residence. The FLDS church 
owns all property through the trust and allows residents to 
occupy homes as "tenants at will.” From left are Chatwin's 
daughter, Carol, wife, Lori, and daughters Vera and Kimberlina.

Since hisfather’s death, FLDS leader Warren Jeffs has tightened the grip on his followers

By Brooke A dams
The Salt Lake Tribune

AS PRINCIPAL OF ALTA ACADEMY FOR 22 
YEARS, Warren Jeffs was a stickler for the little 
things. Sloppy handwriting, an untucked shirttail, a 
bad grade — all were signs of a personal flaw that needed to 

be confessed, corrected and often punished.
Now, as president of the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints, the scope of his dominion has 
grown from 300 students in the Salt Lake Valley to 10,000 peo­
ple on the Arizona Strip.

His discipline has hardened into law, and his goal is per­
fection on earth. To err is to risk one’s eternal salvation.

“I believe Warren is trying to accomplish something that 
even God hasn’t heretofore,” said a close associate. “To be 
able to pull together a captive group of followers who are 
measured by a mortal man as being perfectly united in mind

P A G E  3

and body and purpose.” Never a public man, Jeffs, 48, exer­
cises power over his people from a walled compound on Utah 
Avenue in Hildale. Outside, there are whispers about why he 
recently exiled so many men, whose families might be scat­
tered next, and whether a wholesale decampment to Mexico 
is in the works.

Loyalty seals his followers’ lips. Many people who have 
been kicked out won’t speak, for fear of ending any hope of 
rejoining the faith and their families. And those who aban­
doned the church long ago worry that talking freely could 
cause trouble for relatives still under Jeffs’ rule.

FLDS attorney Rod Parker didn’t bother to ask Jeffs if he 
would consent to an interview with The Salt Lake Tribune. 
“He has never given one,” he said. Even Utah Attorney Gen­
eral Mark Shurtleff has been rebuffed in his attempts to meet 
with Jeffs.

See FLDS, Page 5

T H E  S A L T  L A K E  T R I B U N E



Living The Principle Polygamy on the ttsrier

•  Faith and family are the primary focus, and Hildale and Colorado City boast the largest family sizes in the country. But living "The Principle" is a financial 
challenge and residents have no qualms about "bleeding the beast" -  their term for using government aid such as food stamps, Medicaid and cash.

Jeffs’ actions 
put his church’s 
tenets in focus
•  Continued from G1

J EFFS DOES NOT GIVE
INTERVIEWS. Followers and 
foes alike are reluctant to speak 

out of fear of being cut off from rela­
tives still under Jeffs’ sway.

So speculation spreads in whispers 
outside the dusty, redrock towns on the 
Arizona Strip, which became a Funda­
mentalist enclave nearly 80 years ago.

Is Jeffs merely delivering a faith- 
refining lesson? Or is he a paranoid 
leader resorting to mean-spirited tac­
tics to consolidate power?

< “This man is a dingbat,” said Rich­
ard Holm, a former Colorado City town 
councilman and construction consult­
ant whom Jeffs ousted in November. 
“He’s had some dark revelations from 
some place, and he’s jealous as can be.” 

Some believe Jeffs is preparing to 
flee to Mexico.

And then there are those who be­
lieve he is cutting out people he sees as 
spiritually flawed in preparation for 
the long-predicted return of Joseph 
Smith as the “One Mighty and Strong” 
who will set Zion in order as the righ­
teous are lifted up to heaven.

Those to be “lifted up” are, of course, 
the FLDS. Predicted dates for this glori­
ous event have come and gone, ex­
plained away as due to believers’ short­
comings.

Jeffs’ tightening grip also comes as 
Utah and Arizona are under public and 
political pressure to stop crimes said to 
be occurring here under the aegis of po­
lygamy — underage marriages of teen 
girls, welfare abuse, sexual molesta­
tion.

Such allegations have long tainted 
the community, and even triggered its 
most infamous moment: when Arizona 
Gov. Howard Pyle, bent on cracking 
down on polygamy, ordered a predawn 
sweep on the twin towns — known then 
as Short Creek — in 1953. Men were im­
prisoned and families tom apart. The 
photos of stricken-faced women and 
children being rounded up outraged 
people across the nation.

Ultimately, the community re­
grouped, strengthened by its calamity. 
The Short Creek raid, dubbed Opera­
tion Seagull, proved a disaster.

And so, it turns out, was last sum­
mer’s 50th anniversary commemora­
tion of the event — approved by Fred 
Jessop and organized largely by Barlow 
men, who are sons, grandsons and fos­
ter sons of the community’s great fore­
fathers, John Y. Barlow and Leroy S. 
Johnson.

On July 26, the Barlows unveiled a 
monument inscribed with Johnson’s 
words calling the polygamists’ survival 
the “greatest miracle of all time.” Long 
lines threaded through the newly reno­
vated Short Creek Schoolhouse Muse­
um’s collection of artifacts, news sto­
ries and photographs of the raid.

The one person notably missing that 
day: Warren Jeffs. His absence should 
have been troubling.

Two weeks after the dedication,
Jeffs began wielding his ecclesiastical 
authority like a wrecking ball, inad­
vertently providing a peek inside this 
deliberately insular community.

On Aug. 10, Jeffs told his people he 
had had a divine revelation. The people 
had sinned, he said, by erecting “monu­
ments to man.” The Lord wanted them 
to “repent of their idolatry” lest he un­
leash a scourge “to purge the ungodly 
from among you,” according to Ben­
jamin Bistline, who reprinted the reve­
lation in his new book The Polygamists: 
A History of Colorado City, Arizona.

Jeffs ordered the monument de­
stroyed — it was rubble 30 minutes lat­
er, some say — and the museum shut­
tered.

He suspended all baptisms, marriag­
es, priesthood and church meetings in­
definitely while the people repented of 
their wicked ways. And he told them to 
keep silent about it all.

Months later, the expulsions began. 
“You look at what Warren has done 

to this people and this community in 
the past six months and it is more dev­
astating to the people than what [Pyle] 
was going to do to the people,” Holm 
said. The count of men exiled now ex­
ceeds those arrested in 1953; Jeffs has» 
not only tampered with earthly rela­
tions, but, according to FLDS belief, 
heavenly salvation.

Earlier leaders also have made “cor­
rections” but none so draconian as 
Warren Jeffs’ moves to break up fami­
lies.

To date, just one man — Jeffs’ 
brother Brian — has been allowed to re­
turn to the community. The four ousted 
Barlow brothers showed up briefly at a 
funeral last weekend in Colorado City.

With a single exception, Jeffs’ expul­
sions remain legally unchallenged. 
While some men might dispute being 
kicked out of their homes, they have lit­
tle recourse for dissolution of their plu­
ral marriages.

“There are really, really good, clean
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Richard Holm, standing in front of a motel he owns in Hildale, Utah, is being evicted from his home and has had his two wives and children taken from him as part of a disciplinary 
action by FLDS leader Warren Jeffs. Holm later learned his family was "reassigned" to his younger brother. Holm and several former male church members now are in a legal 
battle over property rights and custody of their children after being kicked out of the church. He calls what Jeffs did to him an "execution.”

Fundamentalist vs« mainstream 
LDS doctrine on polygamy

Fundamentalists believe they are following the "true” 
Mormon faith as laid down by founder Joseph Smith, while the 
mainstream Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is "out 
of order” because of its disavowal of plural marriage, the 
United Order and other early doctrines.

The LDS Church's 1978 decision to give the priesthood to 
black men, in particular, galls fundamentalists.

But it is their marriage views that are most often noted by 
outsiders.

All trace their priesthood authority to conduct plural mar­
riage back to LDS Church President John Taylor, whom they say 
had the doctrine confirmed to him in a 1886 revelation.

Fundamentalists believe monogamy is limiting for both men 
and women -  men because their sexual drive enables them to 
father more children than one woman can bear, and women be­
cause a certain percentage will never find a worthy man to 
marry and thus be unable to fulfill God's edict to “be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth."

Plural marriage allows a man and his "ladies" greater oppor­
tunity to provide bodies for waiting heavenly spirits and in­
creases their ability to populate this and future worlds; righ­
teous plural marriage brings access to the highest degree of the 
Celestial Kingdom.

This belief aside, Utah's three largest fundamentalist groups 
have developed distinctive cultures. The FLDS church is the 
most restrictive when it comes to lifestyle.

Independent fundamentalists believe these organized groups 
are in error given early counsel to avoid structure or collection 
of tithing.

- Brooke Adorns

people in this community but also 
simple-minded people who are being 
taken advantage of,” said Ezra Draper, 
who moved his family to Bonners Fer­
ry, Idaho, last June after becoming dis­
illusioned with Jeffs. “We have had a 
lot of visitors up here, a lot of men with 
broken hearts.”

J EFFS’ ASCENSION TO THE 
FLDS PRESIDENCY is disputed 
by some who believe other leaders 
— the ousted Louis Barlow or Winston 

Blackmore of the Canadian FLDS 
branch — were more legitimate succes­
sors.

“No one has produced any evidence 
that Warren Jeffs was ordained [presi­
dent] ever,” said one community mem­
ber, who fears use of his name will 
harm his family.

Of the 800 FLDS members in north­
ern Idaho and just over the border in 
British Columbia, about half are now 
following Blackmore while the rest re­
main with Jeffs’ appointee, Jimmie 
Oler.

Many leadership transitions in the 
history of what is now the FLDS 
church have led to schisms over con­
tested authority or doctrine. The In­
termountain West’s two other promi­
nent polygamous splinter groups, the 
Apostolic United Brethren and the 
Kingston clan, both emerged from 
these disputes. (See leadership graph­
ic).

The FLDS church is the most re­
strictive of the three, particularly 
since Rulon and Warren Jeffs de­

clared that total authority rests in one 
man who is to be followed with “per­
fect obedience” in all matters. Mem­
bers belong to a united order, to 
which they dedicate property, income 
and labor.

Faith and family are the primary 
focus, and the twin cities boast the 
largest family sizes in the country.
But living “The Principle,” as it is 
called, is a financial challenge and 
residents have no qualms about 
“bleeding the beast” — their term for 
using government aid such as food 
stamps, Medicaid and cash.

For example, in 2002, an estimated 66 percent of Hildale residents re­
ceived Medicaid, compared to 6.5 per­
cent overall in Utah, according to the 
Utah Department of Health.

But the nearly $8 million in public 
aid to residents of the twin cities an­
nually is perfectly legitimate, accord­
ing to state officials in Utah and Ari­
zona.

“We’ve investigated it and there is 
no abuse,” said Vince Wood, assistant 
director of the Arizona Department of 
Economic Security’s benefits division. 
“They abide by all the regulations.”

Meanwhile, property battles and 
rumors of rampant sexual abuse and 
forced marriages of underage girls 
keep the church in the public spot­
light.

Through its United Effort Plan 
Trust, the FLDS church owns all prop­
erty and allows residents to build and 
occupy homes as “tenants at will” — 
which means they can be evicted at a 
moment’s notice.

Such evictions have produced dec­
ades of legal battles; the most recent 
began Jan. 14, when Jeffs ordered 
Ross Chatwin to vacate his home and 
leave his wife and six children. 
Chatwin, backed by his wife, refused 
and has taken the church to court.

The other allegations — of sexual 
molestation and forced marriages — 
have stymied government officials.

“We need people willing to come 
forward to testify so we can prosecute 
people for crimes,” said Paul Murphy, 
spokesman for Utah Attorney General 
Mark Shurtleff. “We are dealing with 
a people who don’t trust government, 
who don’t trust outsiders. So how do 
you bring help to them when they are 
fearful of the people who are offering 
the help?”

The hard truth is that, within the 
context of the FLDS culture, many 
young girls see marriage as inevitable 
and desirable, even when the groom 
is old enough to be her father.

“We’ve had younger cousins, 10 or 11, and all they want to do is be mar­
ried,” said Amber Louie, 18, whose 
family has broken away from the 
FLDS branch in Canada. “I have one 
who wants to be married at 15. As 
soon as they know sewing and cook­
ing.”

Most young women and their par­
ents acquiesce to these pairings, even 
those they have no say in, that in­
volve no courting and take place on a 
moment’s notice. One person told the 
Tribune about a couple, ages 17 and 
25, who were called at 3 a.m., told to 
report to Jeffs and were then married 
immediately.

Occasionally, girls rebel.
Two teens who fled the community 

in January allege they were on a 
bride-to-be track, despite their desire 
for additional schooling; their parents 
dispute that and characterize the girls 
as merely acting out.

Boys have broken away or been en­
couraged to leave for similar reasons, 
but also because they are seen as com­
petition for marriageable girls.

But most residents embrace the 
life, viewing themselves as engaged in 
a noble endeavor even though it is of­
ten misunderstood or ridiculed by 
outsiders.

There has been no mass exodus be­
cause of Jeffs’ directives, no show­
down between community factions. 
The people have complied, even the 
men who were exiled.

Jeffs has told them to submit their 
sins in writing and see if they 
matched up with wrongs he said God 
revealed to him.

DAN BARLOW, THEN COLO­
RADO CITY MAYOR, and

his brothers got crosswise 
with Jeffs over the Short Creek monu­
ment, which celebrated a “miracle” 
that the Jeffs, newcomers to the Strip, 
had missed.

For other men, there are myriad 
possibilities: Some admit minor in­
fractions of Jeffs’ rules, others to hu­
man failings or more serious moral 
indiscretions confessed to and for­
given decades ago. Now they are be­
ing made to repent again.

Whatever the reasons, most men 
have remained silent, some telling 
relatives they welcome this “correc­
tion” and the chance to get their lives 
in order as directed by Jeffs. They 
are, as long counseled by their proph­
ets, doing their best to “keep sweet.” 

“It’s a beautiful thing,” one man 
told Draper. “He said, ‘If this is what I

need to go through to earn my salva­
tion, I’ll do it.’ ”

Alvin Barlow said this of his broth­
er, Dan: “All is well. His love of the 
gospel guides him. He said this experi­
ence has only strengthened and veri­
fied that love.”

Of course, “Warren has taught that 
talking about the adjustments was 
sympathy against authority and 
grounds to lose your family,” said one 
community member. “So everybody is 
real careful talking about it.”

Some wives and their children re­
main in their homes, dangling the 
prospect of redemption.

That may be, in part, why these 
men have quietly accepted their pun­
ishment so far.

It could be a vain hope. Consider 
Richard Holm, who calls what Jeffs 
did to him an “execution.”

On Nov. 11, Jeffs ordered Holm to 
leave his home, two wives and seven 
children. At the time, Holm said, Jeffs 
led him to believe the problem would 
be resolved quickly. Holm did as he 
was told.

In the days that followed, he sent 
letters and placed dozens of calls to 
Jeffs. All went unanswered.

“I went for weeks thinking today is 
the day,” said Holm, who stayed away 
from other ousted men to avoid jeop­
ardizing his and their standing with 
Jeffs.

Six weeks passed. And then Holm 
got a call from a brother who reported 
he had just been married to Holm’s 
wives as directed by the prophet.

Holm is devastated, and he said 
such actions have killed other men. 
Among them: his brother, Con, who 
died at age 52 on Jan. 14 of a “broken 
heart,” as his obituary put it, after be­
ing “abandoned and rejected by his 
community.”

OUTSIDERS MAY WONDER 
AT WOMEN who compliantly 
leave their husbands, at fa­

thers who dutifully accept banish­
ment, at parents who disavow trouble­
some children, at siblings who aban­
don one another.

“Their minds are absolutely taken 
over,” said Marvin Wyler, one of the 
winter exiles, whose son, Ross 
Chatwin, also was ousted. “They 
won’t realize [Jeffs] has crossed 
boundaries that aren’t compassed by 
the words of Jesus Christ.”

Stephen Kent, a University of Al­
berta sociology professor who special­
izes in alternative religion, said such 
behavior is comparable to that seen in 
controlling and abusive relationships.

“They have such intense commit­
ments to their group that they cannot 
leave it, even when the group’s activi­
ties are very harmful,” Kent said.
“For people who believe their salva­
tion lies within this group and with 
this leader, it is unthinkable to them 
[to consider] living out the rest of 
their lives separate from it.”

Yet, Draper is among those who be­
lieve a growing number of people will 
come to see Jeffs as they do: a destruc­
tive, misguided leader whose way is 
not the only way to live their faith.

“He does need to stop destroying 
these families,” he said. “And people 
need to know they have options. How 
that happens is still a mystery.”

And the fact is, despite any hard­
ships, the vast majority of those who 
live in their desert redoubt don’t care 
to leave.

Their history is there, innumera­
ble family ties, and with Jeffs, they be­
lieve, their deliverance. 

badams@sltrib. com
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Living The Principle Controlling the faithful

•  FLDS leader Warren Jeffs is estimated to have around 40 wives, some of whom were formerly married to his father, and about 56 
children. Most of his time is spent managing church affairs, but he also is described as an accomplished singer/songwriter.

FLDS leader 
keeps the faithful 
under tight control
•  Continued from A1

That leaves mostly critics and 
those wounded by Jeffs’ actions to of­
fer an unflattering, and incomplete, 
portrait of the man many consider 
their unerring prophet.

The church he heads is one of 
Utah’s largest, and most insular, fpo- 
lygamous splinter faiths that follow 
early teachings of LDS Church 
founder Joseph Smith, including plu­
ral marriage.

Jeffs assumed leadership of the 
%  FLDS church in 2002 after the death of 

his 92-year-old father, Rulon Jeffs.
But he has helped shape the sect 

for many years, first as an educator, 
then as spokesman for his ailing fa­
ther and now as its leader.

J EFFS GREW UP IN THE SALT 
LAKE VALLEY, the second son 
of his father’s fourth — and fa­
vored — wife, Marilyn Steed, and one 

of dozens of full and half-siblings. He 
a  graduated from Jordan High School 

in 1973, one of nine seniors who 
placed in the top 3 percent of the 
class.

As a youth, Jeffs came across as 
“humble and righteous” — but also 
willing to rat out others’ mischief. A 
fleeting, “quietly wild” period 
“showed he was human and subject to 
temptation, like all of us,” the associ­
ate said.

After high school, Jeffs worked 
briefly with his father, an accountant, 
and then became a teacher at the 
church’s new private school, Alta 

^  Academy.
^  He taught math, science and com­

puter programming for about three 
years before being named principal.

Jeffs presided over Alta Academy, 
located in the family’s compound near 
the mouth of Little Cottonwood Can­
yon, until its closure in 1998.

It was in that role that he set about 
making students live up to this motto: 
Perfect obedience produces perfect 
faith, which produces perfect people.

Jeffs didn’t hesitate to expel those 
who were troublesome, several 
sources said.

“Parents would plead for a second 
chance and he’d give them a meager 
second chance, but not hope,” the as­
sociate said. “He succeeded in push­
ing dozens of children out of the 
school that with patience and love 
could have remained, with no regard 
to the long-term well-being of those 
kids.”

The curriculum was selective by 
design, teaching U.S. history only to 
the time of the establishment of the 
Constitution, for example, and ignor- 
ing events church leaders have 
deemed fiction — from dinosaurs to 
Neil Armstrong’s walk on the moon.

Jeffs personally oversaw students’ 
religious instruction. The lectures he 
gave in morning devotionals and in 
church history and home economics 
classes were taped, and many families 
still use those recordings in the edu­
cation of their children.

In one 1995 tape, Jeffs lectures on 
the need to be “perfectly obedient and 
come out of the world” to avoid apos­
tasy and reiterates a well-worn theme 

4 |  about following a single, God-
anointed leader — at the time, his fa­
ther. “That one man is as God over 
the people and has the right to rule in 
all areas of life,” Jeffs says.

Today, Jeffs is intent on making it 
clear he is that one man — even as 
some dispute his claim to authority — 
and on defining what perfect obedi­
ence entails.

J EFFS IS A TALL, LANKY
MAN whose church-sermon ca­
dence is described as mesmeriz­

ing; even critics compliment his skills 
as an orator.

He has a dry sense of humor that 
was most visible at Alta Academy, 
where he often joined in school plays 
— once giving a “hilarious” spoof of 
Sherlock Holmes and another time a 
dead-on impersonation of Jerry Lewis 
in “The Disorderly Orderly.”

He is estimated to have around 40 
wives, some of whom were formerly '  
married to his father, and about 56 
children. Most of his time is spent 

% managing church affairs, but he also 
is described as an accomplished 
singer/ songwriter.

Among Jeffs’ credits are “Zion 
from Above” and “He Will Be Re­
newed,” an ode to his father. He has 
embellished several well-known LDS 
hymns with new verses.

And, accompanied by some wives, 
he has produced tapes and CDs that 
are available to followers.

Rulon and Warren Jeffs moved to 
Hildale, Utah, and Colorado City,
Ariz. in 1998, when they began to pre­
dict that the Apocalypse was near and
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FLDS leader Warren Jeffs' compound in Hildale, Utah. "He is paranoid about people trying to get to him," said former FLDS member Benjamin Bistline. "You don't see him around."

FLDS women, with their distinctive body-shrouding dresses and long, uncut hair, wait 
outside to enter the home of their prophet, Warren Jeffs, in Hildale, Utah.

the Salt Lake Valley had a bull’s-eye 
on it. More pointedly, some say War­
ren pushed the move as a prelude to 
taking over the church.

Age and a series of strokes were 
taking their toll on Rulon Jeffs, and 
Warren Jeffs began to deliver mes­
sages that routinely began with the 
words: “This is what Father wants me 
to tell you.”

Some directives came over the pul­
pit. Others were delivered in personal 
interviews, as many as 50 a day, with 
families or individuals who made 
sure not a button or collar was out of 
place, that sleeves were pulled just so 
to reveal a bit of the long undergar­
ments worn by the faithful. Some ses­
sions were recorded, including those 
in which members were challenged 
about misdeeds.

CRITICS VIEW JEFFS AS A 
USURPER and believe some of 
Rulon’s last “decisions” were 
merely his son’s machinations, such 

as the 2000 demand that followers pull 
their children from public schools 
and an order that Salt Lake City FLDS 
members move to Hildale and Colo­
rado City before the 2002 Winter 
Olympics, which, it was said, would 
forever corrupt the state.

Another example: Some say War­
ren orchestrated Rulon’s dismissal of 
Winston Blackmore as leader of the 
FLDS’ Canadian branch in 2002, re­
moving both a rival and a more senior 
leader.

With Jeffs’ ascendancy, the mantle 
of authority passed not to the next 
most worthy senior man, as it has his­
torically, but in the father-to-son as­
cendancy of a monarchy.

“What we witnessed was a power 
play,” said Ezra Draper, one of Rulon

Jeffs’ many grandchildren, who 
moved last June from Colorado City 
to Bonners Ferry, Idaho, after becom­
ing disillusioned with Jeffs.

“Through careful manipulation he 
was able to disqualify, on false accu­
sations, one person after another.”

So it may not be surprising that 
Jeffs travels with an entourage of 
bodyguards.

“He is paranoid about people try­
ing to get to him,” said Benjamin Bis­
tline, a former FLDS member and au­
thor of the newly published The Po­
lygamists: A History of Colorado City, 
Ariz. “You don’t see him around.”

Warren Jeffs does not yet have the 
allegiance and recognition that fol­
lowers gave to past prophets, includ­
ing his father, Bistline and others 
said.

He lacks the down-to-earth warmth 
of “The Boss,” as some called Leroy S. 
Johnson, Rulon Jeffs’ predecessor. 
And Draper said Rulon was accessible 
but more reserved.

“Roy would go out of his way to 
find the person who was having trou­
ble,” he said. “Rulon tolerated those 
who were having challenges. Warren 
disfellowships them.”

Under Warren, Rulon’s admonish­
ments have become gospel, which 
some find unnervingly difficult even 
as they are cast as the way to salva­
tion.

Rulon Jeffs advised people to limit 
television viewing and suggested get­
ting rid of their TVs if that proved im­
possible. Warren Jeffs demanded they 
toss out their sets, along with VCRs, 
video games and Internet connec­
tions. Period.

After some FLDS boys’ misadven­
tures during a sea cruise, Rulon Jeffs 
told his flock to avoid cruises with the 
statement, “Let’s stay off the water”

— which Warren is said to have 
translated into a ban on boating, fish­
ing and the like.

Jeffs also banned community rec­
reational activities, such as basket­
ball games, that take members away 
from home. (Schoolyard basketball 
standards were removed within a day 
of that edict, some say.)

“Everything he has done was to 
take things to an extreme,” said Rich­
ard Holm, one of dozens of men Jeffs 
has banished in a series of “adjust­
ments” that are becoming the hall­
mark of his presidency.

Nineteen-year-old Brigham Holm, 
Richard’s nephew, is among the com­
munity’s teens who found the increas­
ing restrictions too much to handle.

“It got to the point where me and 
my friends didn’t care anymore,” he 
said. “Living there wasn’t fun any­
more. I would tell my parents I was 
going to priesthood meeting and go off 
and watch movies. I just didn’t care. 
When we couldn’t even play basket­
ball and stuff, that was it.”

Parents were told to scrap most 
children’s books — including Bible 
and Book of Mormon storybooks — 
and videos, particularly those involv­
ing fantasy or that depicted animals 
with human characteristics.

Draper and his wife, LeighAnn, 
had built a sizable library to instill a 
love of reading — and learning — in 
their children.

“My wife was just in tears,” Draper 
said. “She said ‘You can’t just lay a 
Book of Mormon before kids at age 5 
and get them to read.’

“I said, ‘Don’t worry, I’m your hus­
band, not Warren Jeffs. You do what I 
want you to do,’ ” Draper said.

Still, he said, “We had all those 
books in our living room and we 
moved them into a separate room in 
the house so if guests came in they 
wouldn’t be seen.”

Women especially feel pressure to 
keep their homes tidy, their children 
in check, behavior controlled — pres­
sure that often is unbearable.

Jeffs has instructed adults to quit 
patronizing distant restaurants, call­
ing it a waste of time and money. He 
has scrapped community and holiday 
celebrations — from marking past 
leaders’ birthdays to Pioneer Day fes­
tivities — along with dances, socials 
and other get-togethers.

And people have been warned that 
laughter causes the spirit of God to 
leak from their bodies, amplifying an 
obscure tenet in Joseph Smith’s Doc­
trine and Covenants.

“We tried not to laugh,” Draper 
said. “We wondered ‘How do we do 
this? Is there anyone who is going to 
make it?’ ”

He recalls telling his wife, “Gee, 
LeighAnn, all we can do is eat.”

I N A KINDER LIGHT, Jeffs’ ac­
tions can be seen as attempts to 
fulfill the long-standing predic­

tion of his ecclesiastical forefathers: 
In order to be spared the Apocalypse 
that will precede the Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ, the church needs a 
select group of true believers who 
are pure and perfect in following its 
teachings.

Of late, Jeffs is said to have sug­
gested that members not bother read­
ing scriptures or listening to tapes 
and instead rely solely on his instruc­
tions, which, he says, are inspired of 
God.

Most FLDS members are willing to 
do whatever it takes to be part of that

great event regardless of how their ac­
tions may be interpreted by outsiders.

Susan Hammon, an FLDS member 
and dean of Mohave Community Col­
lege, says the news media and critics 
are unfairly depicting the community 
as being in upheaval.

“I know there are concerns about 
Warren Jeffs,” Hammon said. “But so 
much is made up. This is a totally 
media-driven drama.”

But others say Jeffs’ control over 
the community, as prophet and his fa­
ther’s “mouthpiece,” has proven bi­
zarre, hurtful and even scary.

Marvin Wyler came to that conclu­
sion after the ailing Rulon Jeffs ser­
monized one Sunday in 2001 about 
former follower Jason Miles Wil­
liams.

Williams had sued FLDS leaders 
for alienation of affection, claiming 
they persuaded his only wife to leave 
him. With Warren at his side and oc­
casionally prompting him, the elder 
Jeffs called on the flock to unite their 
prayers in asking God to “handle” 
Williams, even if that required his de­
struction.

The next morning, Warren led a 
community prayer that asked for ful­
fillment of his father’s wish, Wyler 
said.

Several sources say a similar awk­
ward moment occurred one Sunday 
when Rulon Jeffs brought up the sub­
ject of Ruth Stubbs, then involved in a 
public child-custody fight with her 
husband, Rodney Holm. “God will 
bless that girl,” Rulon Jeffs is re­
ported to have said — only to be cor­
rected by Warren, who audibly told 
his father “No, no, no, Father, she is 
fighting against us.”

Rulon Jeffs twice more suggested 
God would bless Ruth Stubbs. Each 
time he was corrected by Warren.

IT IS THIS HARSHER LEADER­
SHIP that alarms some FLDS 
members as well as outsiders, 
even as Jeffs’ more ardent followers 

embrace his judgments.
A trickle of expulsions turned into 

a stream in January when Jeffs 
ousted some of the community’s most 
prominent and long-standing mem­
bers, calling into question their stand­
ing here and in the afterlife.

Ever the school principal, Jeffs has 
told men he has cast out to provide a 
list of their spiritual failings to see if 
they match up with transgressions re­
vealed to him by the Lord.

Wives and children have been sep­
arated from husbands and fathers; 
parents and children, brothers and 
sisters have ended up on different 
sides of this theological divide. Many 
are accepting these familial rear­
rangements in perfect obedience, be­
lieving their salvation depends on it.

“There has been so much conflict 
and needless turmoil and sorrow that 
has been put on families in the name 
of religion,” said a woman associated 
with the Canadian branch of the 
FLDS church. “Kids who used to play 
with their next-door neighbors aren’t 
allowed to do that and are saying 
nasty things to each other when they 
meet across the fence, like, ‘Your fa­
ther is going to hell.’ ”

The pain, some say, is immeasur­
able.

“There is nothing closer to mur­
der,” Richard Holm said, “short of 
taking a gun and shooting somebody.” 

Tribune reporters Pamela Manson 
and Hilary Groutage Smith contrib­
uted to this story.

badams@sltrib. com
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•  Whether plural marriage works in this isolated society along the Utah-Arizona border is not the question. Whether young girls are being forced into it is.

FLDS: 
Time to 
close the 

circle
Fam ily-oriented and  

fa ith fu l, a com m unity 
endures turm oil

By H ilary Groutage Smith
The Salt Lake Tribune

COLORADO CITY, Ariz./ 
HILDALE, Utah — In these 
desert towns, funerals are as 

much about saying hello as saying 
goodbye. No surprise, then, when 2,000 
people turned out last Sunday to mourn 
the passing of Dena Olson Zitting 
Young.

But the memorial turned celebra­
tory when four brothers, told by their 
leader to leave the community two 
months ago, also showed up to pay 
their respects.

It was the first time Dan, Truman,
Joe and Nephi Barlow have been back 
to the communities they helped build. 
Dan Barlow was longtime mayor of Col­
orado City. He and his brothers have 
reportedly been living in a rental house 
about 40 miles away in St. George since 
Jan. 10 when their spiritual leader, 
Warren Jeffs, disciplined them and 
asked them to leave their wives and 
homes.

“It was almost like there were two 
reception lines, one for the casket and 
the family and another for them,” Mar­
vin Wyler said. “They must have had 
permission to come back.”

Jeffs, Wyler said, was absent.
The moment illustrates yet another 

twist in the politics and religion of 
these towns straddling the Utah- 
Arizona border, where the Fundamen­
talist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints owns nearly every inch of 
land and all residents have some con­
nection to the faith and its troubling 
cornerstone — plural marriage, though 
many men have just one wife. As a te­
net of their faith, women wear long- 
sleeved dresses and don’t cut their hair. 
Men and children are covered ankles to 
neck, even under the searing sun.

“We have three parks and a zoo,” 
said Colorado City resident Mathew 
Broadbent. “Tell me another town this 
small that has all that.”

Family-oriented? Absolutely. But 
whether plural marriage works in this 
society is not the question. Whether 
young girls are being forced into it is.

Since coming here in the late 1920s, 
residents have developed a culture as 
distinctive as the Amish or Menno- 
nites, minus the charm. Men in the two 
communities work mostly in construc­
tion trades. There is a cabinet-making 
plant and a factory, Western Precision, 
that employs dozens of machinists. If 
you know where to shop, there’s delec­
table jam, jelly, cheese, handmade hair 
clips and hand-stitched baby under­
shirts.

An outsider wandering in off U.S. 
Route 59 might not be so lucky. One day 
you might get polite directions to the lo­
cal cafeteria. On another you might be 
told to get out of town.

FLDS church leader Jeffs will not al­
low his followers to speak with outsid­
ers. And since he ousted many promi­
nent men in a round of “corrections” 
and “adjustments,” residents have been 
especially tight-lipped.

Church members may have spoken 
freely to reporters in years past, but 
now most will say nothing — and cer­
tainly not on the record — about Jeffs 
or the church, and tend to answer ques­
tions with references to scripture.

“This dispute will not be resolved in 
the pages of the press,” said one long­
time resident. Esther and Carl Holm 
are deeply rooted in the church and 
have raised 18 children together. There 
are other wives and children, but nei­
ther will say how many. Today, Esther 
and Carl are embroiled in a custody 
tussle over their 16-year-old daughter, 
one of two teens named Fawn who ran 
away with the help of activist and 
former church member Flora Mae Jes- 
sop.

The two girls are somewhere in Ari­
zona, their parents believe, and want to 
move to Sandy and live with Esther and 
Carl’s older son and his wife.

If Jessop or anyone else knows 
where the girls are, they are not saying, 
and the Holms are headed for trial next 
month to assert their right to custody.

“She came in one day a few months 
ago just loaded for bear,” Esther said. 
“Fawn and I didn’t fight much, but she 
yelled at me and said: ‘I’m not going to 
be a polyg. I’m not going to stay here 
and marry a 50-year-old man who has

Photos by Leah H ogsten/77«’ Salt hike, Tribune

The rise in power of FLDS leader Warren Jeffs has divided the family of Marvin Wyler, 59, above, in front of photos of his 34 children in his living room. Wyler says he will stay in 
his home on Arizona Avenue in Colorado City, Ariz., even if the FLDS church tries to evict him.

Mathew and Catherine Broadbent, holding their 10-month-old Warren Mathew, discuss legal matters with Carl and Esther Holm, in foreground, in finding both couples' runaway 
daughters and friends Fawn Broadbent and Fawn Holm. "They just got nasty with us," Esther Holm said.

Colorado City Unified School District Superintendent Alvin Barlow is familiar with tur­
moil surrounding his community. Barlow, a survivor of the 1953 Short Creek raid, has 
seen his family members and friends ousted by FLDS leader Warren Jeffs, but remains 
faithful.

seven other wives!’ I said to her ‘As far 
as I know, you haven’t been asked.’

“These girls are far from being 
ready for marriage,” Esther Holm said. 
“Her brother and friends were feeding 
heavy metal [music] to those girls. It 
made them have the worst attitude. 
They just got nasty with us. She’s too 
young. We just wanted her to stay here 
and mature a little bit,” Esther said.

Now the girls’ fates — if they are 
found or come forward — will be de­
cided by Arizona juvenile court.

Wyler, 59, is a lifelong Colorado City 
resident who left the church in 2001.
Ten of his 34 children still follow Jeffs 
— he calls them “Warrenites” — and 
they refuse to talk to him. Worse, they 
keep their children, 40 in all, away from 
their grandfather.

Wyler said he has been asked to 
leave the stucco home he has cobbled 
together on Arizona Avenue, but has 
not been given an eviction notice. His 
son, Ross Chatwin, has and is battling 
in court for the right to stay in his 
home — the basement of a house his 
brother also lives in.

“I know God is love and I know that 
what is going on here is not love,” 
Wyler said. “Our family used to do ev­
erything together. We were very close.”

Wyler is particularly proud of a 
photo gallery on the living room wall. A 
kitchen photo collage has Wyler and 
church leaders at the center, sur­
rounded by dozens of family photo­
graphs.

“It’s just not like this anymore,” he 
said.

And it’s not just the families who 
have changed. Since January’s expul­
sions, Utah and Arizona law enforce­
ment have beefed up patrols in the twin 
cities, an irritation to townspeople who 
say they are now ticketed for minor in­
fractions like seat belt use.

“Can you imagine how long it takes

Getting public assistance
Families in the Hildale-Colorado City 
area received more than $3 million in 
food stamps and cash assistance 
between July 2002 and July 2003.
Food Stamps

M o n th C a se s R e c ip ie n ts  P a y m e n ts

J u ly  2002 363 3 ,3 8 8  $ 2 1 8 ,8 4 0
A u g u s t 374 3 ,5 1 8  2 2 3 ,9 4 3
S ep te m be r 381 3,471 2 2 7 ,5 1 5
O ctobe r 386 3,561 2 3 9 ,3 4 0
N ovem ber 384 3 ,5 2 5  2 3 8 ,5 0 0
D ecem ber 3 90 3 ,6 6 7  2 4 3 ,2 0 5
Janua ry 392 3 ,7 3 6  2 4 5 ,8 6 3
February 3 99 3 ,7 9 8  2 4 8 ,2 2 2
M arch 406 3 ,8 4 9  2 5 6 ,7 3 5
A p ril 412 3 ,9 6 9  2 5 8 ,7 2 9
M ay 4 20 3 ,9 1 2  2 6 0 ,8 3 1
June 412 3 ,9 1 2  2 5 3 ,7 4 2
J u ly  2003 4 18 3 ,9 7 8  2 6 1 ,6 0 3

T o ta l 5 ,1 3 7 4 8 ,2 8 4  $ 3 ,1 7 7 ,0 6 8

u a s n  A s s is ta n c e

M o n th C a se s R e c ip ie n ts  P a y m e n ts

J u ly  2002 4 35  $ 2 ,0 5 0
A u g u s t 4 25  2 ,0 9 6
S ep te m be r 4 25 2 ,0 9 6
O ctobe r 5 33 2 ,7 3 0
N ovem ber 5 34 2 ,6 9 9
D ecem ber 6 25  2 ,1 9 2
Janu a ry 6 67 2 ,7 9 2
February 8 36  2 ,6 9 9
M arch 8 32 2 ,8 4 8
A p ril 7 28  2 ,3 9 3
M ay 7 29 2 ,4 7 0
June 7 32  2 ,1 1 6
J u ly  2003 5 20 2 ,0 0 2

T o ta l 76 421 $ 3 1 ,1 8 3

Source: Utah Dept, of Health The Salt Lake Tribune

to buckle 14 kids in a minivan to drive 
a block?” one woman said.

Utah and Arizona officials have no 
plans to leave the communities and, in 
fact, plan a permanent substation near 
Mohave Community College in Colo­
rado City.

Rod Parker, attorney for the FLDS

church, blames the newly tense, secre­
tive atmosphere on Utah Attorney Gen­
eral Mark Shurtleff, who has said he is 
investigating Jeffs and the church.

“He has created the very closed soci­
ety he talks so much about,” Parker 
said.

And, Parker said, there are no un­
derage girls being married off to older 
men.

Still, the atmosphere in town has 
turned hostile for Wyler and others.
For example, Wyler was married for 
nearly two decades to Young, who was

f

73 when she died. He was not welcome, 
he said, to greet other family members 
at the service. He remains married to 
Young’s daughter.

“I sat a few rows back. It ripped my 
heart out, “ he said.

Chatwin said he was close to Young, 
who was actually both his grandmother 
and one of his father’s wives.

“I was told the only reason I was al­
lowed at the funeral was because War­
ren had shown such compassion and {ft 
forgiveness for me.” 

hgsmith@sltrib. com
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•  Throughout the 20th century, LDS leaders worked strenuously to separate the church from plural marriage by excommunicating 
polygamists, clamping down on historical research and eradicating any reference to the practice in the church's official literature.

Polygamy was rejected under the gun
The federal government had 

disincorporated the LDS 
Church and stripped rights 

from  those with plural wives

By Peggy Fletcher Stack
The Salt Lake Tribune
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D espite a century of efforts to distance it­
self from polygamy, the notion of mul­
tiple wives clings to the LDS Church in 

the popular mind.
That’s because it was once at the heart of 

Mormon identity — defended from the pulpit, 
in the courtroom and in Congress. Latter-day 
Saint leaders forsook the practice only after 
draconian anti-polygamy measures by the U.S. 
government left them believing their very sur­
vival was at risk.

Today The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints excommunicates anyone who pro­
motes or practices polygamy. Candidates for a 
temple recommend are asked whether they 
“support, affiliate with or agree with” any op­
position groups, which is often seen as code 
for polygamists. And the church’s global mis­
sionaries cannot even begin to share the 
church’s message with African polygamists.

“It’s behind us,” LDS Church President 
Gordon B. Hinckley said in 1998. “I condemn it 
as a practice. It is not doctrinal. It is not legal.” 

Still, it’s not so easy to disentangle the prin­
ciple of plural marriage from Mormonism.

It is still enshrined in Mormon scripture 
(Doctrine & Covenants 132) and some believe it 
will one day be re-established, if not on earth, 
at least in heaven. In his quasi-official 1966 
book Mormon Doctrine, which remains in 
print, the late LDS Apostle Bruce R. McConkie 
wrote that “the holy practice will commence 
again after the Second Coming and the usher­
ing in of the millennium.”

LDS Church founder Joseph Smith first en­
countered the idea of taking multiple wives, 
Mormons believe, during his 1831 study of Bi­
ble passages that described the polygamous 
marriages of Old Testament patriarchs such 
as Abraham, Jacob and David. It became syn­
onymous with Smith’s efforts to “restore” the 
ancient order of priesthood, which he taught 
was lost over the centuries.

In 1843, Smith recorded what he said was a 
divine revelation, defining “a new and ever­
lasting covenant, including the eternity of the 
marriage covenant, as also the plurality of 
wives.”

Smith introduced the practice to a small 
circle of associates in Nauvoo, 111. Most of 
them initially resisted, but came to believe it 
was God’s will for them. By the time the Mor­
mon pioneers established their Great Basin 
kingdom in Utah several years later, plural 
marriage was an open secret.

In 1852, historians say, Apostle Orson Pratt 
publicly defended the “doctrine of plurality of 
wives,” arguing it was essential for eternal sal­
vation and to bring more posterity into the 
world.

Besides, Mormons believed the right to 
practice their religion was protected by the 
First Amendment.

It didn’t take long, however, for the federal 
government to attack that last argument, en­
acting laws that stripped polygamists of their 
right to vote, hold office or own property. It 
eventually disincorporated the LDS Church it­
self and refused to allow Utah to become a 
state.

Finally, in October 1890, President Wilford 
Woodruff proposed a truce. He issued “the 
Manifesto,” which stated: “Inasmuch as laws 
have been enacted by Congress forbidding plu­
ral marriages,. . .  I hereby declare my inten­
tion to submit to those laws, and to use my in­
fluence with the members of the church over 
which I preside to have them do likewise.”

But most Utah historians believe some LDS 
leaders continued to authorize plural mar­
riages in secret for at least another 14 years 
until President Joseph F. Smith issued the 
“Second Manifesto” in 1904, which threatened 
church action against those who continued in 
and promoted the practice.

Within a few decades, LDS apostles would 
present the church’s new perspective that mo­
nogamous marriages in LDS temples were, in­
deed, “celestial marriages.”

“The Book of Mormon makes clear,” says 
Brigham Young University historianRonald 
K. Esplin, that “plural marriage was appropri­
ate at special times for God’s purposes, but mo­
nogamy is the general standard.”

Throughout the rest of the 20th century, 
Mormon leaders worked strenuously to sepa­
rate the church from plural marriage by ex­
communicating polygamists, clamping down 
on historical research, and eradicating any 
reference to the practice in the church’s offi­
cial literature.

Today, many Mormon Sunday schools 
speak of celebrated polygamists such as Brig­
ham Young as well as of little-known polyga­
mist prophets such as Heber J. Grant as if they 
were 20th century monogamists. There’s 
rarely a mention of more than one wife — de­
spite the fact that thousands of Utahns are de­
scended from those other wives. 

pstack@sltrib. com

C harting polygamy leadership: R elig ious idea l grow s, d iv ides
Church o f Jesus C hrist o f L a tte r Day Saints. The 
ranks o f the  Aposto lic  United B re th ren  num ber 
abou t 7,500. The K ingston fam ily  has 

app rox im a te ly  1,200 m em bers, and about 1,000 
be long to  the  Centennia l Park, Ariz., group.

I I  ased in the  ea rly  m in is try  o f LDS Church founde r 
« Joseph Sm ith (shown righ t), po lygam y was la te r 

d iscon tinued by the  church bu t em braced by 
fundam enta lis ts , who now num ber in the  thousands. 
A bou t 10 ,000 cla im  m em bersh ip  in the  Fundam enta list

CHART KEY
Benjamin F. Johnson

1929-1934
Dates indicate 

length of leadership 
or practice

Close friend of Smith's and 
relative of the LeBarons, who 

claim leadership from him
Alma Payer LeBaron

1886-1951 (died in ’51).
He established 

settlement near 
Galeana, Mexico, that 

became Colonia 
LeBaron

Although a part of early 
LDS doctrine and 

practiced by leaders 
such as Brigham Young, 

polygamy fell from 
favor in the mainline 

church -  though it was 
continued by 

fundamentalists such 
as John W. Woolley and 

his son,
Lorin C. Woolley

Galeana

Indicates 
leadership split 
and new group's 

formation

Chihuahua
prophet upheld righteousness ol 
'gamy following a vision in 1886 Joel LeBaron

1955-1972

Indicates 
alignment with 

the FLDS church

Verlan LeBaron
1972-1981

Now organized as a 
brotherhood with no 

single leaderErvil LeBaron*
1971-1981aylor gave him the auth< 

lerform plural marriage

Indicates new 
polygamous group 

formed

There are thousands 
of descendants of the 

Council of Friends. 
Shown at right are 

just a few 
independent 

individuals and 
groups who espoused 

polygamy.

John Singer
Died in 1979 shootout

Alex Joseph
Established The Confederate 

Nations of Israel

John Woolley’s son led the group from 
1929-34. He created a "Council of 

Friends" that included John Y. Barlow, 
J. Leslie Broadbent, Louis Kelsch, 

Joseph W. Musser, LeGrand Woolley and 
Charles Zitting as high priests.

Charles Elden Kingston
1935-1948

Established Davis County 
Cooperative Society in Bountiful, 

Utah

Ogden Kraut
Fundamentalist author 

who died in 2002
raw the Fundamentalist Church ol 

Christ of Latter Day Saints), .... " ■ ' ; TT'
J . Leslie Broadbent

1934-1935

Fred Collier
Fundamentalist author 

who in 1981 lamented lack 
of access to LDS Church 

archives

Addam Swapp
In prison for bombing an 

LDS church in Kamas, Utah
John Orteil Kingston

1948-1987

Rulon C. Allred
1954-1977

Established churches 
in Bluffdale, Cedar 
City, Rocky Ridge 
and in Montana

Ron & Dan Lafferty
Dan serving a life sentence 
for murder of sister-in-law 

and her daughter; Ron Is on 
death row in Utah

Paul Kingston
1987-present

loseph White Mu<
19 49-1 954 **

Charles Z itting
19 54**

Owen Allred
1977-present

Presiding elder of 
Apostolic United 

Brethren

: I .

M i l l
iS Ü Ä ti#

Jim Harmston
Manti, Utah

Founder, The True & Living 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Saints of the Last Days

Alma Timpson
1988-1998

John Timpson
1998-present

Royston Potter
Murray police officer fired 
in 1982 for having plural 

wives

Leroy S. Johnson
1954-1986

Jim Oler Winston Blackmore
Canadian FLDS bishop Has 400 followers

Rulon Jeffs
1 9 8 6 -2 0 0 2

Footnotes
* Ervil LeBaron was excommunicated by his brother Joel LeBaron. Ervil later 
ordered church members to kill Joel and Rulon C. Allred. Ervil died in prison in 1981.

"  Joseph W. Musser was presiding elder after John Y. Barlow's death. The council 
disagreed with his decision to appoint Rulon C. Allred in 1951; by 1952, Musser had 
separated from Short Creek. Charles Zitting, with Leroy S. Johnson, oversaw the 
Short Creek group during this period; Zitting died in 1954, four months after 
succeeding Musser.

A Marion Mammon and Alma Timpson were dismissed from the FLDS in 
Hildale/Colorado City. They formed their own group at Centennial Park, near 
Colorado City on the Arizona side of the state line.

Tom Green
Serving up to a five-year 

sentence for felony 
bigamy and child non­
support convictions

Harold & Ray Blackmore 
and Eldon Palmer

Started Bountiful colony 
near Creston, British 

ColumbiaWarren Jeffs
2002-present

Sources: “The Forgotten Kingdom” by David L. Bigler; “The Polygamists: A History of
Colorado City” by Benjamin Bistline; “Mormon Polgyamy: A History” by Richards. Van Wagoner; “History o f Priesthood Succession” by Rulon Jeffs; “Mormon Focus” magazine, 2003
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Countries outlaw polygamy
By Pamela Manson

The Salt Lake Tribune

N o matter where they’ve set­
tled in North America, be­
lievers in plural marriage 

never have found respite from laws 
against polygamy.

Utah was able to gain statehood 
only after The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints discontinued the 
practice in 1890, and the state Consti­
tution expressly forbids polygamy.

State bigamy laws also encompass 
polygamy, and a person doesn’t have 
to be legally married to be subject to 
prosecution for taking another 
spouse. Living together as husband 
and wife is enough.

In recent years, Utah prosecutors 
have brought charges of bigamy and 
sexual conduct with a minor against 
several men who have entered into 
“spiritual” — read polygamous — 
marriages.

A bigamy charge can be brought 
even if the spiritual wife is an adult. 
And marrying a girl under 18 can 
add a sex offense to any charges.

Utah requires parental consent 
for a legal marriage to a minor age 16 
or 17, plus a judge’s consent if the mi­
nor is 15. Even with the parents’ OK, 
a spiritual union is not a legal mar­
riage and sexual relations with the 
underage partner still are against 
the law.

Arizona has no specific laws

against polygamy, but its constitu­
tion also bans it, and now legislators 
are considering outlawing child biga­
my, thus targeting men who take un­
derage brides. Canadian law bans 
bigamy and polygamy. Going 
through a “form of marriage,” even a 
rite not recognized as a binding form 
of wedlock, will make an already 
married participant a bigamist or po­
lygamist. Traveling to other coun­
tries to enter into a bigamous union 
won’t give Canadian citizens any lee­
way — that’s also illegal.

But prosecutors can find them­
selves in a quandary. Vaughn Mar­
shall, a Canadian lawyer who repre­
sents former plural wives, said polyga­
mists have invoked religious-freedom

claims under the country’s Charter of 
Rights to defend themselves.

Mexico recognizes only civil mar­
riage, said Jorge A. Vargas, a profes­
sor at the University of San Diego 
School of Law. The custom in that 
country is to first participate in a 
civil marriage, which includes a con­
tract and is permitted by law only be­
tween a man and a woman, and then 
a religious ceremony the next day.

Besides being a ground for di­
vorce, polygamy is punishable by jail 
time and a fine, the professor said.

“Mexico is not going to be a haven 
to introduce practices that go con­
trary to the values and morality of 
Mexican people,” Vargas said. 

pmanson@sltrib. com
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Outcasts find a friendly refuge
By H ilary Groutage Smith

The Salt Lake Tribune

ST. GEORGE — The house looks to 
be part foster home and part 
hangout, but it’s, like, totally 

home to the young men who wander 
through the door.

“We’re like a family,” said Alvin 
Fisher, 18. “We’re all into helping each 
other.”

The family, then, has most unusual 
roots and branches. There are about a 
dozen boys and men, all with ties to Hil- 
dale, Utah, and Colorado City, Ariz., 
and all with stories of how they gravi­
tated to this house and its owner, Doug 
Cooke, because they have no other 
place to go.

Like a litter of pups, they rough- 
house, goof around, then flop on a sofa 
to take in a video. Some step outside for 
a smoke: House rules say they can’t 
come back in for half an hour so they 
don’t smell the place up.

For these guys, life turned grim 
when they were kicked out or left their 
homes and the Fundamental Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
There are reasons: They’ve lost faith, 
they’ve misbehaved, they want things 
like music and television that aren’t 
available back home.

And this one: There aren’t enough 
young women in a community that of­
ten marries teenage girls to older men.

You can come up with a lot of names 
for these youngsters: rogue males, 
bachelor wolves, outcasts.

Some call them the Lost Boys.
Cooke, 48, a self-employed tilesetter 

and himself a refugee from the twin 
towns, puts them to work, starting at $9 
an hour plus room and board.

“There’s a lot of good people out 
there, but it’s not the same place it was 
10 years ago,” Cooke said.

There are many reasons for that. In 
recent years, FLDS President Warren 
Jeffs has clamped down on virtually ev­
ery aspect of community life, including 
family life, behavior, education and 
even recreation.

Most of the youths say their school­
ing ended with junior high. “They hand 
you a shovel as soon as you’re old 
enough to hold it,” said 19-year-old Ster­
ling Johnson, who lives in Ivins and

Leah H ogsten/ The Salt Lake Tribune

For teens leaving FLDS communities, Doug Cooke's home in St. George is a refuge. Cooke, right, laughs in the kitchen with Ada Bar- 
low and Brigham Holm.

stopped by to visit.
So, after work, some of the boys at­

tend classes arranged by a St. George 
man who works in anonymity to pre­
pare the boys to take a high school 
equivalency exam.

“It’s good for us,” said Brigham 
Holm, 19. “I’m getting a lot of these 
guys to go there with me.”

Cooke and the others are trying to 
teach these boys how to hold a job, 
manage money and learn the life skills 
they didn’t need back home. Teens who 
stay with their families, and most do, 
traditionally marry young and are as­
signed property and a job through the 
FLDS church.

Cooke himself was put on “proba­
tion” in 2001 by FLDS leader Rulon 
Jeffs, Warren’s late father. Eventually 
his wife and children were “assigned” 
to another man. This after he was told 
that his salvation hinged on his ability

to write a letter to Jeffs confessing all 
his sins.

“For the life of me, I couldn’t figure 
out what he wanted me to write. I 
asked; he told me this wasn’t a ques­
tionable society. He told me he felt I 
had the spirit of apostasy, so I left,” said 
Cooke, whose two sons now live and 
work with him.

Cooke welcomes anyone, as long as 
they’re 18 or have their parents’ per­
mission to stay.

“They’re good kids,” he said. “The 
best workers in the world. They just 
don’t know what to do with them­
selves.”

In Jeffs’ view, the purity of the com­
munity is paramount, and a boy’s mis­
behavior may force his parents to let 
him go. The boys arrive usually with a 
long list of traffic tickets and curfew vi­
olations.

“I got two tickets in two states in one

day from the same cop,” said Johnson. 
Another young man claims to have 
been given a $60 ticket for impeding 
traffic on the dirt streets of Colorado 
City. One kid was cited for “misuse of 
finite resources” — wasting gasoline.

Benjamin Bistline, a former Colo­
rado City resident who left the FLDS 
church, said police are particularly 
heavy-handed with young men.

“They have to get rid of them and 
marry the girls to older men. If those 
boys are just left there, they’ll entice 
the girls,” he said. “Those boys are 
lucky to have a place to go.”

When they sit around Cooke’s table, 
eating pot pies taken from stacks in the 
freezer, chugging gallon after gallon of 
whole milk, the boys probably agree. 
The worst day on the outside is better 
than the best day back home, one boy 
said.

A boy who calls himself “Roogie”

won’t allow a photo because he doesn’t 
want to hurt his mother’s feelings, but 
said he’s adjusting to “life out here” 
just fine.

“The one thing is, I don’t know how 
to date,” he said, staring at his shoes 
and turning bright red. He takes an el­
bow to the ribs from a friend, but it is 
clear he is serious.

“They told us it was sinful to look at 
girls,” he said. “In my future, I see be­
ing able to raise a family that’s not 
afraid of me.”

Added Johnson: “They brainwash 
you to think you’re going to hell.” He 
laughed. “Well, I don’t think I’m going 
to hell, I guess I know I’m going to hell.”

Holm said he still believes in Joseph 
Smith, founder of the Mormon faith.

“He’s just an awesome guy, and he 
lived polygamy,” he said. “I guess it’s 
good for those who can handle it. I be­
lieve in it, I believe it’s a true principle, 
but religion to me, is kind of like your 
first true love. It cuts you really deep 
when it doesn’t work out and you don’t 
really want to jump right back in.”

He also does not want to fight with 
his parents anymore. “I really love my 
mom,” he said.

There are two young women in the 
house. One is underage, with permis­
sion to stay. The other is 18-year-old 
Ada Barlow, who said she quit school 
in the sixth grade to help at home when 
her mother broke her back. She said 
she had some doubts about the FLDS 
church, but when Jeffs reassigned her 
family three months ago, “that was the 
last straw.”

So she approached someone in Colo­
rado City who, after checking her birth 
certificate, agreed to give her a ride out 
of town.

“I put my stuff out in the back yard 
the night before,” she said. “At 5:30 or 6 
the next morning, I told my mom I was 
going for a walk and I guess I’m still 
walking.”

It costs Cooke a lot to run this youth 
hostel: Electricity and water, about $600 
a month, and food more than $2,000. Do­
nations from church and community 
groups have helped, he said. “It’s mak­
ing me tired, but they’re great kids.”

Never mind the fatigue — Cooke 
said he’ll keep helping.

hgsmith@sltrib. com
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Living The Principle A spiritual haven

Centennial Park: Sharing the wealth
By H ilary Groutage Smith

The Salt Lake Tribune

CENTENNIAL PARK, Ariz.— Mid­
night in the desert brings smells 
that could be bottled and sold and 

stars so bright they dot the sky as if 
they have fallen from a giant celestial 
shaker.

“Take a deep breath. There’s noth­
ing quite like the air out here,” said one 
resident.

But not everyone would consider 
this prime real estate. Out here, the 
wind rolls in from the North Rim of the 
Grand Canyon, gathering brush and 
dust along the way and depositing it in 
the front yards of homes built amid the 
harsh desert elements. There are no 
street lights; no traffic lights and few 
stop signs. But to the 1,000 people in 
this hidden community about 40 miles 
from St. George, it’s a haven.

They love the desolate desert land­
scape and have come here to protect the 
fabric of their lives, which includes 
deep convictions of a polygamous lifes­
tyle that binds them together and 
could, if laws against it were enforced, 
rip their families apart.

“We are just conservative, quiet 
folks,” said one man, who spoke only 
on condition of anonymity.

Centennial Park was settled about 20 
years ago by a group of men and then- 
families who split from the Fundamen­
talist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, headquartered across the 
street in Colorado City, Ariz., and Hil- 
dale, Utah.

Recent news of turmoil within the 
ranks of the FLDS church commands 
little attention or interest over here. In 
Centennial Park, there are two private 
schools, a store, business offices, a 
health clinic and a chapel. Then- 
church is sometimes called the “Second 
Ward,” a play on the way the main­
stream LDS Church divides a geograph­
ical area into congregations.

People here simply prefer the word 
“church.”

“We have no political agenda. We 
don’t threaten men and we don’t 
threaten women,” the man said. “What 
would we threaten them with? Their 
salvation? The keeper of the gate is 
Christ.”

The difference between Centennial 
Park and Hildale and Colorado City is 
immediately evident. Homes in Centen­
nial Park are well kept and complete. In

Leah Hogsten/77^ Salt Lake Tribune

Linda Earl shares a laugh with her son. Derrick, 13, in the 33,000-square-foot home 
she shares with her sister-wives in Centennial Park, Ariz. " It's  just like a 
neighborhood, only instead of your best friend living next door, she lives down the 
hall," Earl said.

AMY LEWI S/The Salt Lake Tribune

Hildale and Colorado City, many 
homes are unfinished and appear un­
planned, with additions built on every 
which way.

Centennial Park residents are 
friendly to outsiders, church services 
are open to visitors and mimic tradi­

tional Mormon meetings — except this 
congregation arrives early, stays late 
and everyone sings the hymns. The 
choir is superb. Men who preach lapse 
into pioneer-style cussing at times and 
upon their return home, members might 
enjoy tea, coffee or wine with dinner.
The Word of Wisdom, which main­
stream Mormons believe directs them to 
abstain, is loosely interpreted.

Here, fashions are modest but 
mainstream. Across the street, resi­
dents dress as if the clock stopped in 
the 19th century.

Linda Earl, her husband and his 
multiple wives were among the first to 
build in Centennial Park, and their 
hotel-size home stands out on Taylor 
Court. They left Colorado City in 1983 
after FLDS church officials denied 
their request to build an addition to 
their home.

Earl, 48, grew up in northern Utah 
as an active member of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She 
chose to leave that church and join a 
polygamous family as the fourth wife 24 
years ago.

“The minute I laid eyes on him, I 
knew he was the one I was supposed to 
marry,” Earl said. “I just felt this tingle 
go through me.”

Earl teaches technology at a nearby

public school and is among a group of 
women who have become outspoken in 
their support of plural marriage. She 
has opened her home to reporters, cam­
eras and even Utah Attorney General 
Mark Shurtleff, although she said he 
declined a dinner invitation last fall.

Earl’s home is 33,000 square feet, 
constructed in three wings, each with 
three levels. There are 31 bedrooms 
and 36 bathrooms. The fenced back 
yard has a gazebo that is the site of fre­
quent community gatherings and has a 
huge playground. The parking area 
holds a fleet of household vehicles.

“It’s just like a neighborhood, only 
instead of your best friend living next 
door, she lives down the hall,” Earl 
said.

The home is spotless and full of 
happy children and teens engaged in 
activities ranging from building with 
blocks and playing tag to baking cook­
ies. Earl and her husband won’t say ex­
actly how many women and children 
live here — multiple wives and more 
than 50 kids is as specific as they’ll get.

All the women work. Among them 
are loan officers, teachers and secretar­
ies. Those who work outside the home 
contribute to the salaries of those who 
work within; for example, of those who 
run the in-house day-care center.

“I never have to worry who will be 
home with my kids after school or if 
they’re getting a hot meal for dinner,” 
Earl said. “All that is taken care of.”

The “ladies,” as the wives are called, 
all have private, luxurious living quar­
ters that include jetted tubs, balconies 
and walk-in closets. Children are 
grouped by age and sex and sleep two 
or three to a bedroom, each of which 
has its own bathroom, computer, tele­
visions and VCRs.

By any definition, the family is 
wealthy. Earl’s husband is a business­
man with interests in several states. 
Still, he fears retribution because of his 
lifestyle and won’t allow his name to be 
used in print.

“Ours is a lifestyle choice,” he said. 
“We are committed to each other forev­
er. In your society, two 20-year-olds fig­
ure out they have changed a lot after a 
few years and they aren’t compatible 
anymore. If you end up out of sync, 
then you are supposed to discard a rela­
tionship and get one that is more com­
patible. We make commitments for life. 
We don’t have to trade.”

Nor is “coercion or constraint” a

factor, he said. “If a woman approaches 
me and wants to join the family, I tell 
her: ‘Tell me about the exciting things 
you’re doing in your life. I want to be %
stimulated when I talk to you. Don’t fol­
low three steps behind me.’ “

That is not to say that plural mar­
riage is for everyone. “These principles 
stand up on their own. You might come 
into my home and think ‘Hey, this is 
great, but it’s not for me.’ I say that’s 
fine.”

For Earl, the arrangement is just 
right.

“I’m at a point in my life where I 
don’t want to worry about keeping my 
husband happy every night. Let some­
one else do that,” Earl said. “Yes, my A
husband sleeps with other women and 
yes, I know who they are.”

Earl insists her life, between work, 
keeping house and raising kids, is 
pretty dull. “My life is as boring as 
yours. I promise you, no one wants the 
normal story.”

Marlyne Hammon and Joanne 
Yarrish would say the same. They grew 
up in Colorado City and say their polyg­
amous family settings provided them 
with wonderful childhoods.

Hammon was married at age 16, of 
her free will and her husband’s, she 
said. “Definitely, the choice was mine ■
when it came down to it.”

She was the first of three wives, who 
among them have 20 children. Her four 
birth children still live in the commu­
nity, and have given her 18 grandchil­
dren. Like Earl, Hammon will not iden­
tify her husband.

Yarrish, 38, is a family nurse practi­
tioner and certified midwife who works 
at the clinic. Her family embraced the 
principle of plural marriage when she 
was a teenager, she said.

Yarrish holds two master’s degrees 
and was taught as a child that only her t
own intelligence and ambition limited 
her. She chose to return to her home­
town after more than eight years away.

She is married to a man from out­
side the polygamous culture and has 
not ruled out the idea being part of a 
multiple marriage. Her husband is 
more hesitant.

“He sees the responsibility of the 
man,” she said. “These men are excep­
tional to take care of multiple children.”

Earl agrees. “If this was all about 
sex, there are certainly cheaper ways 
for a man to get it.” ^

Tribune reporter Pamela Manson 
contributed to this story. 

hgsmith@sltrib. com
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Living the Principle Bui w anting o u t

•  The Fawns believed that if they stayed, marriage was imminent. After all, they both knew pairings of friends and sisters that were arranged and carried out in the course of a night.

Girls on 
the run

Teens who fle d  a polygamous com m unity 
look fo r  a betterfuture in  a new world

By  Brooke Adams
The Salt Lake Tribune

L eah  H o G s rm /The Salt Lake Tribune

Fawn Holm, 16, left, and Fawn Broadbent, 17, are adjusting to life on their own 
terms since leaving their families and the FLOS community of Colorado City,
Ariz., in January. The girls are still in hiding and will remain in hiding until they 
get assurances they won't be placed in foster care or returned to their parents.

PHOENIX — Fawn Holm slips a 
cassette into the car’s tape deck, 
cranks up the volume and dances 

in her seat to a 23-year-old hit by The 
Go-Go’s. “We got the beat, we got the 
beat, we got the beat,” she sings.

It is a warm spring night in Phoenix. 
She rolls down the car window. Her red 
and blond hair swirls in the sudden 
gust as she hoots and waves at the man 
driving in the next lane.

_  For a moment she forgets that she is 
a wanted girl, that someone might rec­
ognize her as one of a pair of runaways 
intent on abandoning life in a funda­
mentalist community known for a rigid 
lifestyle and the practice of plural mar­
riage.

She is just a teenager — the very 
thing she hopes to be when the running 
and hiding are over.

Months ago, Fawn Holm, 16, and 
Fawn Broadbent, 17, fled Colorado City, 
Ariz., which with its twin city, Hildale, 
Utah, is home to the Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints.

The two Fawns are either refugees 
or rebellious teens, depending on 
whether they or their parents are tell­
ing the story.

Either way, the girls are the latest in 
a string of teens who have left the po­
lygamous community after being 
pushed out or becoming disenchanted 
with — even fearful of — the lifestyle it 
demands.

But few of those escapes have un­
folded in the high drama that has fol­
lowed the Fawns on a road trip through 
at least four states, sheltered by a kind 
of underground railroad and pursued 
by their parents, law enforcement and 
the news media.

Passing the time: When they aren’t 
on the move, the Fawns pass the time 
watching DVDs and TV — Fawn B. 
likes “Cops” and motocross contests, 
while Fawn H. favors the Disney Chan­
nel and action movies. They listen to 
music and talk. They get out occasion­
ally to a mall, a movie, a restaurant. 
They’ve been bowling.

>  They also spent a recent afternoon 
posing for an upcoming spread in a 
teen fashion magazine — a rush for 
Fawn B., a skilled seamstress who 
dreams of being a fashion designer. The 
freelance reporter had heard about the 
girls and set up the photo shoot 
through their supporters.

Oprah has called, too, and so has 
MSNBC’s Deborah Norville. The girls 
like the attention. “We’re camera 
freaks,” said Fawn H.

In March, the teens surfaced in 
Phoenix so Fawn B. could meet with at- 

•  tomeys from the Houston-based Justice 
for Children, whom she has asked to 
represent her in court.

Fawn B.’s parents say they are will­
ing to relinquish custody of her to rela­
tives in Sandy if that’s what their 
daughter wants. “And that is what I 
want,” said Fawn B., who has had fre­
quent contact with her parents during 
the past weeks.

Fawn H.’s parents are adamant that 
she be returned to them, so she can 
“learn to be responsible for her own ac­
tions, to get her to grow up and be a 

* civil person,” her father, Carl W. Holm,

said. He added: “Her mother loved her, 
I loved her, her siblings loved her.”

That’s not how Fawn H. sees it. “My 
mom and dad before I left said they 
would make it as hard as possible for 
me to leave. My father said I’m a piece 
of property. Why not build a house on 
me, plant a little tree?”

Why they left: It was on Jan. 10 that 
the Fawns decided to run. They were in 
St. George visiting Fawn H.’s adored 
older brother Brigham, who had left 
the twin cities two years earlier. Brig­
ham told his sister that their parents 
had obtained a restraining order to 
keep him away from her. For her, it 
was an emotional gut punch.

“Brigham is the whole reason I’m 
here,” said Fawn H., who has 32 full- 
and half-siblings. “He proved things to 
me, that I could think for myself.”
The girls had long chafed at the con­
straints imposed by leaders in the 
10,000-strong FLDS community, from 
the pioneer hairstyles and clothing to 
bans on TV, most music and even 
laughter, and a single-minded focus on 
marriage and childbearing.

Both girls claim they were physi­
cally and emotionally abused in their 
homes, although Fawn B.’s father, 
Mathew, called that “nonsense.”

Holm, Fawn H.’s father, said “all 
children think they are physically and 
emotionally abused. That’s the way 
young teenagers are.”

And, the parents believe, the FLDS’ 
religious beliefs are clouding what oth­
erwise might have been an everyday 
case of parent-teen conflict.

The Fawns believed that if they 
stayed, marriage was imminent. After 
all, they both knew pairings of friends 
and sisters that were arranged and car­
ried out in the course of a night.

Fawn B. said she was 14 when her 
parents entered her name in the “Joy 
Book” — a list kept by church leaders 
of girls eligible for marriage.

Her father recalls the details differ­
ently, saying that by the time his 
daughter was 14, she was “chomping at 
the bit” to get married. Both he and 
church leaders felt she wasn’t ready. 
“She was not put in the Joy Book,” he 
said.

Fawn B. said that’s when she 
“started being a bad girl.”

What she means is, she cut her hair, 
wore jeans, talked to boys and listened 
to rock ’n ’ roll. Fawn B. was 9 when she 
began school and quit in the eighth 
grade after, she said, administrators 
began to complain about her.

Besides, she wanted things. Clothes. 
CDs. “My dad said, ‘If you want things 
like that, you have to work for it,’ ” 
said Fawn B., one of 14 children.

She held a string of jobs — at a book­
store, washing cars, at a telephone call 
center. The 50 cents an hour she earned 
there was credited to the family phone 
bill.

Her last job was at Alco-Brite, which 
makes camping fuel and fire logs. She 
made $7 an hour, enough to pay for her 
own clothes and food and help her 
mother out with laundry soap and dia­
pers.

Fawn B.’s desire to get out of Colo­
rado City hardened, and as she neared 
age 15, she sought her father’s approval 
to leave. He told her she would have to 
“go through the front door” — ask per­
mission from FLDS church leader Ru-

lon Jeffs, who at that time relied 
heavily on his son, current leader War­
ren Jeffs.

So she did. She got Warren Jeffs on 
the phone and told him what she 
thought of him and the religion.

Jeffs asked to speak to her father 
and, according to Fawn B., told him to 
keep her home for two years. “You’ll 
turn around in two years,” Fawn B. 
said her father told her.

Mathew Broadbent said that his 
daughter is a “normal teenager who 
doesn’t want to take responsibility, to 
be accountable. She wants to go off and 
do what she pleases.”

Fawn B. said she “tried to go righ­

teous” late in 2003, donning the stan­
dard clothing and hairstyle, putting 
aside TV and her rap and alternative- 
band CDs.

She lasted a month.
She called FLDS leader Warren Jeffs 

again. When he refused her call, she 
left a message that she still wanted out. 
By mid-January, she was gone.

Making a break: Like her best friend, 
Fawn H. dropped out in the eighth 
grade, which is when formal schooling 
ends for most children in the commu­
nity.

“I wasn’t learning anything except 
stuff I’d learned the year before,” she

said. And she was distraught that her 
brother Brigham had left the commu­
nity.

So she, loo, went to work — moving 
from job to job until she landed at her 
older sister’s day-care center. There, 
she cared for a niece, whom she lov­
ingly describes as “a little slow.” Much 
of the time, though, “I was wandering 
the streets, sitting in the park,” Fawn 
H. said. Talking to boys and giving 
other girls advice about how to handle 
them.

“Everybody called me and Fawn 
whores because we talked to boys and 
the way we dressed,” she said.

She tried to “stay as far away from 
home as possible” to avoid fighting 
with her mom. “She’d try to make me a 
good girl and I didn’t think I was a bad 
girl.”

Contrary to previous reports, the 
girls said they had never run away 
from home before, although teen angst 
took them on hours-long jaunts to St. 
George and other nearby towns.

“I didn’t have the nerve to stay 
away,” said Fawn B.

But in January, the girls decided to 
make their break.

“You don’t have a future there be­
sides being a mom,” said Fawn H., the 
first of her sisters to leave. “I want to be 
a mom but I want to have choices.”

Fawn H.’s father said the girls are 
overplaying the “forced marriage” 
card. “Her mother told her, ‘Dear, I 
don’t know why you even worry about 
that until you are asked,’ ” Holm said.

“She’s been a little bit of a stinker. 
We were trying to help her get over it,” 
he said.

The teens, who became fast friends 
only in the past year, were spirited to 
Phoenix by child rights activist Flora 
Jessop, whom the group Tapestry 
Against Polygamy had contacted on the 
girls’ behalf.

Until that night, the girls had never 
met Jessop. They had imagined her a 
big woman “dressed like a mother — in 
a flowered blouse and baggy pants.”

The short, thin woman who showed 
up wore tight blue jeans and a leather 
jacket.

“She says, ‘Let’s hit it,’ ” said Fawn 
H., “and we’re like O-O-kay.”

They took to Jessop quickly and say 
their trust in her is absolute, though 
others have criticized Jessop’s tactics 
and accused her of taking advantage of 
the girls.

“She’s like an angel sent from heav­
en,” said Fawn B.

“She has guts like no other,” said 
Fawn H.

In Phoenix, Jessop set the girls up in 
a “safe house” that is part of her net­
work and contacted Arizona authori­
ties about getting their custody trans­
ferred to Carl John and Joni Holm of 
Sandy. Carl John, Fawn H.’s brother, 
left the FLDS community at 16.

Thd'girls hit the road again Feb. 12, 
when Arizona authorities ordered Jes­
sop to stay away from them. The girls 
said they also feared they might be re­
turned home or placed in foster care.

Accompanied by Megan Holm, the 
18-year-old daughter of Carl John and 
Joni Holm, they spent six weeks going 
from “one person’s couch to another 
couch and another couch,” as Fawn H. 
puts it, twirling her fingers across a 
restaurant table. They dyed their hair 
as a disguise — blond for Fawn H. and 
mahogany for Fawn B.

Jessop, the Holms and Tapestry 
Against Polygamy have covered the 
girls’ expenses, supplemented by gifts 
and good wishes from strangers — 
something that mystifies the Fawns.

“I want to say thanks, thank you ev­
erybody,” said Fawn H.

The world beyond the twin cities “is 
nothing like what I was told. I was told 
everybody was wicked and nobody was 
nice,” said Fawn B. “You can be happy 
out here.”

Still, the appeal of life on the run is 
wearing thin. They would like to get 
back into school, to pick up their hob­
bies again — scrapbooking for Fawn B. 
and hiking and drawing for Fawn H. — 
and to sleep in beds they can call their 
own.

Gay marriage now -  polygamy next?
✓

By Peg M cEntee 
The Salt Lake Tribune

h ____
r r i  he historian Sarah Barringer 

Gordon gave a speech on 19th 
K  century polygamy at Weber 

State University recently, and the next 
day she asked a group of students 
about legalizing plural marriage. The 
answers came fast: Chaos. Fragmenta­
tion in the LDS Church. The prospect 
of polyandry — a woman with more 
than one husband. Utah as a laughing­
stock.

Polygamy has been associated with 
Utah since its origins in 1847, when 

gI Mormon pioneers brought the practice 
here as part of their faith. But in 1890, 
when it became clear that the United 
States would never grant statehood un­
less Utah abandoned polygamy, LDS

Church President Wilford Woodruff is­
sued a manifesto saying the church 
would accede to federal law and discon­
tinue the practice. Statehood followed in 
1896.

Now, as the nation grapples with the 
notion of gay marriage, the question 
naturally follows: Would plural mar­
riage be next?

For Gordon, a law professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania and a 
scholar of 19th century Mormon polyg­
amy, the prospect of legalizing plural 
marriage is “incendiary.” It was Abra­
ham Lincoln, after all, who called it one 
of the “twin relics of barbarism.” The 
other was slavery.

Given that the very idea of same-sex 
marriage is repugnant to some, any de­
bate over the idea of one man and any

number of women — some who may not 
be willing partners — will be played out 
in a nation that defines marriage as be­
ing between one man and one woman.

“This,” Gordon says, “is something 
that could rip a country apart.”

The answer may be to first allow the 
states to explore the nature of marriage 
before addressing it nationally, she said 
in an interview with The Salt Lake 
Tribune.

“If we do take states seriously, and 
we want to see them in some sense as 
laboratories where we can try things 
out that are more dangerous at the na­
tional level, try them out at the state 
level and learn from them,” Gordon 
said.

That would bypass the problems as­
sociated with a one-man-one-woman

amendment to the U.S. Constitution, an 
idea now being floated in Washington.

Gordon joins other critics in saying 
such an effort shouldn’t be taken lightly 
or in haste.

“If we have to think about this na­
tionally, and I hope we don’t, it seems to 
me the time to think about it is in four or 
five years, when we figure out if same- 
sex marriage has been a non-event like 
civil unions were,” she said.

Relationships recognized: Intimate re­
lationships are being recognized, either 
by law or by individual government of­
ficials, in arrangements other than 
marriage. Here are some examples: 

Caflfomia: San Francisco begins is­
suing marriage licenses in February 
and marrying same-sex couples. Some 
counties and municipalities in New

Jersey, New Mexico, New York and Or­
egon begin holding similar ceremonies. 
Most are stopped by legal action.

Hawaii: State grants benefits to “re­
ciprocal beneficiaries,” or two adults 
who are legally prohibited from marry­
ing under state law.

Massachusetts: Supreme Court rules 
that depriving gays and lesbians of the 
same right to get married as heterosex­
uals violates the state constitution.

Vermont: State recognizes civil 
unions.

Washington: State recognizes live-in 
arrangements involving either an 
opposite-sex or same-sex couple. Inti­
mate relationships are being recog­
nized, either by law or by individual 
government officials, in arrangements 
other than marriage.
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Living the Principle f ie  activist

•  Flora Jessop's proclaimed mission: combating abuses she says permeate a polygamous community on the Arizona-Utah border.

Leah H ogstew/ The Salt Lake Tribune

Other antipolygamist activists question Flora Jessop's tactics and, occasionally, her motives. Jessop likes the publicity, they say, and she'll embellish the truth to get it.

m
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U ndaunted by critics, 
activist vows 

to continue her crusade

By Brooke Adams
The Salt Lake Tribune

Flora Jessop snakes her white Sub­
urban through morning freeway 
traffic as if it were a Mini Cooper. 
One hand is on the steering wheel, the 

other darts between a plastic coffee cup 
and her ever-ringing cell phone. A 
Camel dangles from the corner of her 
mouth.

Jessop, 34, is on her way to a meet­
ing on human trafficking, in which peo­
ple are smuggled into the United States 
and forced to work as prostitutes or la­
borers.

Once there, she listens intently and 
takes notes: Would Elizabeth Smart be 
considered trafficked? How about 
forced procreation?

It seems a thin thread to Jessop’s 
proclaimed mission: combating abuses 
she says permeate a polygamous com­
munity on the Arizona-Utah border.
She is certainly not the first -  advocates 
in both states have been at it for dec­
ades.

But Jessop, who left the enclave 18 
years ago, has shown a certain flair for 
the role, dramatically spiriting two 
teen girls across state borders to safety 
and making tantalizing allegations that 
turn out to be true often enough to keep 
the public, media and government offi­
cials listening.

She came up with the hypothesis -  
widely ignored at the time -  that Eliza­
beth Smart had been snatched by a 
would-be polygamist. Last month, Jes­
sop led the national media to a new po­
lygamist outpost in West Texas.

So what to make of her other claims 
about life in the fold of the Fundamen­
talist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, which dominates the twin 
cities of Hildale, Utah, and Colorado 
City, Ariz.? Of genetic problems caused 
by its ongoing practice of polygamy and 
intermarriage, rampant welfare fraud, 
of young girls trafficked to Canada and 
Mexico as brides?

Not much, say officials in the two 
states and Canada.

Other antipolygamist activists ques­
tion Jessop’s tactics and, occasionally, 
her motives. Jessop likes the publicity, 
they say, and she’ll embellish the truth 
to get it. They call her names. Norma 
Rae. Erin Brockovich. Joan of Arc.

The last one isn’t so far-fetched: Jes­
sop is by all accounts a crusader and, 
because of threats on her life, some­
times dons body armor.

“I know what I’m doing is making a 
lot of people up there hate me, but 
that’s OK because someday they’re go­
ing to be free,” Jessop says.

Always on the move: Flora Jessop’s 
cell phone rings nonstop from the time 
she leaves the human trafficking meet­
ing until she arrives, two days later, in 
Eldorado, Texas.

Fox TV’s Greta Van Sustern calls. So 
does KAAA/KZZZ radio in Bullhead 
City, Ariz. And John Quinones from 
“PrimeTime Live.” Reporters all over 
the West want the answer to the ques­
tion posed in that morning’s issue of 
the Eldorado Success: Who is Flora Jes­
sop and why is she coming to Eldorado?

As it turns out, it is a complicated 
question. In a news conference that 
day, Jessop made only a passing refer­
ence to herself, instead focusing on the

Leah Hogsten/77/c Salt Lake Tribune

Photo cou rtesy o f Flora Jessup

Flora Jessop says her sister Ruby, who is still in the 
FLDS community, is why she became an antipolygamy 
advocate. In this photo taken before she fled the FLDS 
church, Flora Jessup, center, is with, clockwise from 
right, Ruby, Lyman, Shauna, Ashley, Amelia and Ryan 
Jessop.

town’s newest neighbors -  FLDS mem­
bers seeking refuge, she said, from le­
gal pressures in Utah and Arizona.

The FLDS church practices a 19th- 
century version of Mormonism that in­
cludes plural marriage, a tenet of the 
early faith long abandoned by the 
mainstream LDS Church.

“I encourage people to educate 
themselves about the abuses and the 
FLDS,” Jessop said, ticking off her 
standard list of offenses.

What she didn’t say is, every one of 
the claims has been investigated in 
Utah, Arizona and Canada and, so far, 
been found to be without merit.

By 9 p.m., Jessop was headed back 
out of town.

In the name of her sister: In the
name of her sister: It has been this way 
since January, when Jessop helped 
Fawn Holm, 16, and Fawn Broadbent, 
17, leave Colorado City as a Phoenix 
television reporter captured the escape 
on tape. There are other children, she 
says, who want out of a life of servi­
tude, of being traded across borders 
and from house-to-house.

In between car rides and plane 
flights and cell phone calls, Jessop ex­
plains what drew her into the fight 
three years ago: what happened to her 
sister Ruby, born the day Jessop fled 
the twin towns.

But the facts about Ruby are cloudy. 
Jessop portrays her as a captive 
woman married unwilling at age 15 to a 
stepbrother, Haven Barlow. Jessop 
says Ruby begged for her help and that 
she “promised I’d do whatever I could.”

Here is the other side: State child- 
welfare workers and other sources say 
Ruby is happily married, a mother of 
two who has no desire to leave Colo­
rado City.

Jessop doesn’t buy it. “Let Ruby 
come talk to me, look me in the eyes 
and tell me she’s happy where she’s 
at,” says Jessop, who has not been able 
to talk to her sister or their mother 
since these events in 2001. “Until that 
happens, I’ll continue fighting for her.”

Still, you wonder if the girl she is re­
ally fighting for is herself.

Breaking free: Breaking free: Jessop 
was 13 when, with the encouragement 
of a grandmother, she told child- 
welfare workers her father had sexu­
ally abused her. The state, in what Jes­
sop considers her first betrayal, placed 
her in the custody of her uncle, Fred

Jessop.
She remained a virtual prisoner in 

his home for three years.
“That was the beginning of the 

nightmare, and that’s why I do what I 
do,” Jessop says.

Isolated from other children, Jessop 
finished high school through a mail­
order GED course. She changed beds 
and cared for babies at the in-home 
birthing clinic run by her aunt.

“I remember wishing I could die,” 
she says.

At 14, Jessop was told she would be 
married to Sam Barlow, a peace officer 
with a mean reputation. She says Bar- 
low taunted her at church, promising 
he would “tame” her.

Touch me, she answered, and you’re 
dead. There was no marriage.

But Jessop’s reputation for willful­
ness grew. She ran away a time or two. 
She talked to boys -- a no-no tanta­
mount to having sex, in FLDS teach­
ings.

Once some kids, who considered Jes­
sop wicked, pelted her with stones as 
she sat on the bank of Short Creek.

At some point, a bit of advice was 
passed to Jessop: Marriage would make 
her a free adult.

So when her father offered an ulti­
matum -  enter a mental hospital or 
marry a cousin she had been caught 
talking to -  Jessop acquiesced.

On May 3,1986, Jessop, then 16, and 
Philip LeGrande Jessop were wed in 
Las Vegas. Jessop waited 10 days and 
then took off.

“Poor Phil,” says Ben Bistline, a 
former FLDS member who aided Jes­
sop as a teen. “He loved her. He kept 
sending her money. Of course, she was 
not going to come back.”

Doing it her way: Flora Jessop 
wound up in Kansas City, Mo., where 
she got a job as a cashier at a Hen 
House grocery store. Her long hair was 
gone; she traded her pioneer-style 
dresses for more risque clothes and 
heavy makeup.

People who knew Jessop then fig­
ured she was half crazy because of the 
unbelievable things she said about her 
past.

“The whole polygamy thing, I had 
never heard of it,” says Terri Stine, still 
one of Jessop’s closest friends. “We 
thought she was a good storyteller, a 
real good storyteller.”

The view changed after Harry Rea- 
soner and a “60 Minutes” crew showed

up at Stine’s house, where Jessop then 
lived, to tape an interview with her.

The show aired Oct. 5,1986, and cen­
tered mainly on life in the twin towns. 
Jessop’s star turn came at the end, 
when she told Reasoner about marry­
ing her cousin. “There’s not a chance 
I’ll go back there,” she said.

And she seemed intent on proving 
it, saying back then she didn’t care if 
she lived or died. She became a hard- 
drinking cocaine fiend, finally walking 
away from that life when “I looked in 
the mirror and couldn’t see what color 
my eyes were, they were sunk back so 
bad.”

A relationship yielded a child, but 
not stability. In 1990, when Jessop’s 
daughter Shauna was a month old, she 
moved to Phoenix. She worked as a top­
less dancer, known as “Jessie,” and 
made more than enough to get by on as 
a single mom.

She quit dancing in 1994, shortly be­
fore she met a marine mechanic named 
Tim. “God gave him to me,” Jessop 
says. “I still had so much hatred in me. 
It was time for me to let it go, to start 
living instead of hating.”

Jessop became a stay-at-home mom, 
caring for her daughter and Tim’s from 
a previous relationship. Boat trips and 
long rides on a custom three-wheeler 
Tim built helped shed her anger, as did 
long talks with Tim’s mom. She read 
and reread a self-help book called Toxic 
Parents, of which she has given dozens 
of copies away.

Any anger she harbors is focused on 
the FLDS community, the child-welfare 
system and her father. She says she un­
derstands why her mother couldn’t 
help her. “She had babies to protect.”

But like many things in Jessop’s 
life, it is a bit more complicated than 
that. “I do understand why she didn’t 
do it for me, but why didn’t she do it for 
Ruby? Who was she protecting then?”

And just like that, Ruby brings the 
past back.

Under scrutiny: Whatever the facts of 
Ruby’s case, Jessop feels she failed to 
protect her sister. That belief has 
made her zealous about unmasking the 
inner workings of the FLDS commu­
nity.

The work often takes her far from 
home. Last week, Jessop went to Flor­
ida to meet with attorneys about a pos­
sible lawsuit; this week she traveled to 
Utah, stopping in southern Utah to 
check out some rumors and then pro­

ceeding to Salt Lake City to meet with a 
state investigator and consult on a 
made-for-TV movie on polygamy. ^

And that means she is often away 
from her own daughter even as she fo­
cuses on saving other people’s children.

“She’s at that age where she has a 
life of her own now,” Jessop says of her 
child. “So I think that makes the transi­
tion a little easier for her.”

Jessop’s approach has won her both 
fans and critics, among them some 
early supporters who were incensed 
over the way she hustled the Fawns out 
of Colorado City, handed them to the 
media and then spirited them out of 
reach of Arizona authorities. £

“She is well-spoken, attractive, suffi­
ciently committed and a product of that 
culture,” Bob Curran wrote in an e- 
mail to The Salt Lake Tribune. But Jes- 
sops’ exaggerations and fabrications 
only hurt our cause.

“The abuses are so manifest and out­
rageous that simply telling the truth 
about them offers our best chance of 
success,” wrote Curran, an original 
backer of Help the Child Brides.

Others say the abuses Jessop claims 
are “not commonplace” in the polyga­
mous culture. “What she is really say­
ing is ‘abuse happened to me,’ “ says W  
Joanne Timpson Yarrish, a midwife in 
Centennial Park, Ariz., a separate po­
lygamous community just down the 
road from the twin cities.

“If her goal is to give people choices, 
we absolutely support her desire to 
make sure those resources are there,”
Yarrish says.

Staying the course: Among Jessop’s 
fans, however, is Rowenna Erickson, 
also an antipolygamist activist.

“What she is doing raises a lot of 
eyebrows and people get upset because ** 
she comes across as very militant,”
Erickson says. “She believes nobody 
cares like she does. I understand that.
You get pretty tired of having people 
brush you off when you know the seri­
ousness of the crimes going on.”

Jessop is unapologetic. Consider 
what happened to Ruby, she says. Or 
Mattie Wayman, a girl returned to the 
FLDS enclave by child-welfare workers 
earlier this year. What about the 
Fawns? Or even her own past?

“What I do know,” she says, “is if m 
one of these girls can pull herself out of - 
there and a live a life free from the 
pain, the abuse, then it will all be worth 
it.”
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Living the Principle

Polyaamy*s origins in the LDS Church that settled in Mtmk and 
continuing practice among fundamentalist sects

LDS Church founder 
espouses polygamy
Joseph Smith, founder of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
shares the principle of polygamy with 
an inner circle of church leaders.

Smith discloses the principle of 
celestial marriage.

Some Mormons relocate to Mexico to 
escape persecution for polygamy, 
settling in Corralitos, Chihuahua.

1852
LDS Church
Apostle Orson 
Pratt gives a 
two-hour 
sermon on 
plural marriage 
during
conference. It is 
described as "one 
of the best doctrines Orson Pratt 
ever proclaimed to any people."

1856
Brigham Young tells Mormon women 
who complain about polygamy that 
they have two weeks to "make up 
their minds whether they would stay 
with their husbands or be liberated at 
the General Conference."

1862
The first federal law is passed 
outlawing polygamy.
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Utah Historical Society photo

Esther Johnson Barlow, her baby and some unidentified children are shown in a picture taken during the 1953 raid at Short Creek, Ariz., where 31 men and nine women were 
arrested. Vera Johnson Black and her husband, Leonard, were the only Utahns prosecuted shortly after the raid. Short Creek was renamed Colorado City in 1961.

LDS president issues 
polygamist warning

1875
Women seek law's repeal
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LDS President Joseph F. 
Smith's "Second Manifesto" 
states that any person 
solemnizing or entering a 
plural marriage will be 
excommunicated.

M l
J.M. Lauritzen, a non­
polygamist, settles the 
Short Creek area near the 
Utah border in Arizona.

1912
Lorin C. Woolley, in a story 
told about a meeting with 
Taylor in the Woolley home, 
confirms Taylor's account of 
a vistotr;- - ' *'?-*****

A petition signed by 22,626 women in 
Utah asks Congress to repeal the 
anti-polygamy law of 1862.

1879
The U.S. Supreme Court upholds a 
guilty verdict in Utah territorial court 
against polygamist George Reynolds, 
Brigham Young's personal secretary. 
The case was meant as a challenge to 
federal anti-polygamy laws.

1885
Polygamists flee to Juarez, Mexico, 
and Alberta, Canada.

1886
LDS President
John Taylor is 
allegedly 
visited by 
Joseph Smith 
and Jesus 
Christ, who 

confirmed to
. . _ . him the righteous-
John Taylor ness 0f polygamy.

Fundamentalists say Taylor asked five 
men to ensure the practice lives on.

1887
Edmunds-Tucker Act reiterates U.S. ban 
on polygamy with stiffer penalties.

1921
LDS Church
President 
Heber J. 
Grant, a 
one-time 
polygamist,

----------  reiterates
that no man 

has the right to perform 
plural marriages.

Joseph W. Musser
ordains Rulon C. 
Allred as first 
counselor -  thus 
making him next in 
line to lead the 
g roup-overthe  
objections of some in 
the council. Joseph Musser

Heber Grant

1928
The first polygamists move to Short 
Creek, enticed by its isolation.

Joseph W. Musser consolidates 
accounts of Taylor's 1886 vision, 
including Lorin Woolley's story. Most 
fundamentalists view this publication as 
the standard recounting of the event.

1934
Lorin C. Woolley dies. J. Leslie Broadbent 
is new head of the leadership council.

1935
J. Leslie Broadbent dies. John Y.
Barlow is named his successor, causing 
a rift with those who believed Elden 
Kingston was next in line.
Kingston leaves to start 
his own group.

Cedar C if

1935
John Y. Barlow
moves to Short

Creek to

torneane,
I Short 
Creek

1890
Contrary to laws of the land
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As Utah vies fo r statehood, LDS 
Church leader Wilford Woodruff 
issues "official declaration" 
suspending the practice of polygamy 
because it is contrary to laws of the 
land.

establish a
United \ iZ G N A  
Order, in 
which 
polygamists share 
resources. That same year, 
Arizona authorities raid the 
town and arrest six 
polygamists, two of whom 
are imprisoned.

1942
The United Effort Plan is
formally established to 
manage properties and 
affairs for the 
fundamentalists.

1944
Federal agents again raid 
polygamists at Short Creek. 
Simultaneous sweeps are 
carried out in Utah, Idaho 
and other Arizona sites.

1949
John Y. Barlow dies. Joseph 
W. Musser takes over the 
group.

Kanab

Colorado City

Joseph W. Musser appoints a new
council, effectively splitting the Short 
Creek group. Charles Zitting becomes 
the unofficial head of the Short Creek 
community while Musser oversees a 
gathering in the Salt Lake Valley.

Arizona law enforcement descends on 
Short Creek on July 26 and arrests 36 
men and eight women practicing 

'^ly^amy.'Sdme 263 women and 
children are taken into state custody.

Joseph W. Musser dies; Charles 
Zitting becomes presiding elder. In 
July, four months after being named 
president, Zitting dies. LeRoy S. 
Johnson takes over as the presiding 
elder.

Hildale established on 
Utah side of border
Fred Jessop establishes Hildale, across 
the creek from Short Creek; it is 
officially incorporated as a Utah town 
in 1968.

Canadian polygamists near the Idaho 
border align with fundamentalists in 
Short Creek.

Short Creek is renamed Colorado City, 
Ariz.; it is incorporated in 1985.

"Child Bride of Short 
Creek," a movie 
featuring future 

stars Diane Lane 
and Helen Hunt, 
is released. Lane 
plays a young 
girl promised to 
her boyfriend's 
polygamist 
father.

1984
Political infighting leads Marion 
Hammon and Alma Timpson to be 
dismissed from the Hildale/Colorado 
City Priesthood Council. Followers of 
the two men begin meeting and In 
1986 found Centennial 
Park, Ariz.

FLDS President
LeRoy Johnson 
dies. Rulon T. Jeffs 
Is named president.
Winston Blackmore 
of Canada is named as 
a trustee. Rulon T. Jeffs

Families sue the United Effort Plan 
over ownership of property in the 
Hildale/Colorado City community; in 
court documents, defenders of the 
trust Identify themselves, for the first 
time, as the Fundamentalist Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

1988
Marion Hammon dies. Alma Timpson is 
named leader of Centennial Park.

1991
The Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints is legally 
established.

In August, FLDS members pull children 
from public schools, causing 
enrollment at Phelps Elementary 
School to plummet from 350 to 16. The 
school closes and, In 2002, the building 
is sold by the Washington County 
School District to residents of Hildale. It 
is reopened as a private school.

On May 30, Rulon Jeffs removes 
Winston Blackmore as bishop of the 
Canada b randy
On Sept. 8, Rulon Jeffs dies. He is 
succeeded by his son, Warren Jeffs.

Judge dismisses suit 
against Jeffs estate
On Feb. 14, a federal judge dismisses a 
lawsuit by jilted husband Jason Miles 
Williams against church leaders.

On March 5, the Utah Legislature 
approves tougher penalties for men 
who take young girls as their plural 
wives. Child bigamy, or marrying a 
second wife who is under the age of 18, 
is punishable by 1 to 15 years in prison.

On May 20, former Washington County 
attorney Eric Ludlow, criticized for 
overlooking the practice of taking child 
brides in Hildale, is unanimously 
confirmed as a 5th 
District judge by the 
Utah Senate.

On June 10, David 
Ortell Kingston 
Is released from 
prison after 
serving four 
years for having 
sexual relations 
with his 16-year-old 
niece. David 0. Kingston

On July 15, Jon Krakauer's book Under 
the Banner of Heaven: A Story of 
Violent Faith, a non-fiction book that 
explores Mormon belief and centers on 
polygamy, goes on sale and draws a 
rebuke from the LDS Church.

Monument to r53  raid 
doesn't have Jeffs' OK
On July 26, under the direction of
Colorado City Mayor Dan Barlow, a 
museum and monument 
commemorating the 1953 Short Creek 
raid are dedicated without approval of 
FLDS leader Warren Jeffs.

On Aug. 1, Mary Ann Kingston, a 
former plural wife in the Kingston 
family, files a lawsuit seeking more 
than $110 million from the clan over 
her forced marriage to her uncle when 
she was 16. Kingston was belt-whipped 
by her father for trying to leave.

On Aug. 10, FLDS leader 
Warren Jeffs orders 
the museum closed 
and the monument 
destroyed.

On Aug. 14, Hildale 
police officer 
Rodney Holm, who 
was wed in a 
"spiritual” marriage to 
his wife's sister, is Rodney Holm

convicted of one count of bigamy and 
two counts of unlawful sex with a 
minor. In October, he is sentenced to 
one year in jail.

On Aug. 22, Utah and Arizona officials 
hold a summit in St. George to discuss 
polygamy issues.

On Sept. 25-26 , the plural wives of 
Centennial Park, Ariz., take the 
attorneys general of Utah and Arizona 
on a tour to drive home the message 
that they freely chose their way of life.

On Oct. 16, Attorney General Mark 
Shurtleff, backed by the Peace Officer 
Standards and Training Council, 
announces his intention to investigate 
the Hildale police force and 
recommend decertification for all 
officers who have multiple wives.

On Nov. 18, Tapestry Against Polygamy 
protests a decision by the Utah 
Attorney General's Office to include a 
plural wife in a project to aid those 
leaving the polygamous lifestyle.

FLDS leader expels 
21 men from church
On Jan. 10,
FLDS church 
leader Warren 
Jeffs ousts 21 
men, ordering 
them out of 
the community 
and stripping 
them of their 
wives and
children. . „Warren Jeffs
On Jan. 11, two teens flee 
Hildale/Colorado City and are placed in 
a Phoenix home. One teen says she 
left because she feared being married 
to an older man.

On Jan. 12, three Utahns who want to 
live legally together in a multiple union 
file suit against Salt Lake County 
clerks for refusing to issue them a 
marriage license, challenging state law 
against bigamy and polygamy.

On Jan. 14, an anonymous letter 
circulates in Hildale and Colorado City 
that describes a revelation calling for 
Louis Barlow, one of the men evicted, 
to be the FLDS prophet.

On. Jan. 16, Social workers, law 
enforcement and members of victims' 
rights groups agree on a campaign to 
assure women and children that they 
have a safe place to go.

On Jan. 23, Colorado City resident 
Ross Chatwin says he will ignore an 
order by Warren Jeffs to vacate his 
home. A lawyer for the FLDS church 
says Chatwin was asked to leave 
because of bad business dealings and 
other issues. Court records show 
protective orders to keep him away 
from two teenage girls.

On Jan. 27, The Mohave County (Ariz.) 
Board of Supervisors approves up to 
$200,000 to lease land from Mohave 
Community College in Colorado City 
for a justice center.

On. Feb. 2, Utah officials apply for a 
federal grant to serve victims of 
domestic violence in rural areas and 
benefit women and children who live in 
polygamous communities.

On Feb. 23, Arizona Senate approves 
child bigamy bill as a way to combat 
underage marriages.

Sources: ’The Forgotten Kingdom" by David L. Bigler;
"The Polygamists: A  history o f Colorado City" by 
Benjamin Bisdine; "Mormon Polygamy: A  H istory" by 
Richards. Van Wagoner; "KidnappedFrom T ha tljind" 
by M artha Sonntag Bradley; Tribune archives

Reporting by Brooke Adams,
Pamela Manson and H ilary Groutage Sm ith ; 
graphic by Todd Adams /  The Sa lt Lake Tribune
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Living The Principle Tie Canadian connection
•  Winston Blackmore, deposed bishop of the Bountiful, B.C., FLDS sect, lives in a home that looks like a motel. He has an estimated 26 wives and as many as 70 children. 4

Photos by Leah H ogsten/7Ä£ Salt I/ike Tribune

In June 2003, FLDS member Ezra Draper moved his family to Bonners Ferry, Idaho, to join his friend and mentor Winston Blackmore in Bountiful, British Columbia. Draper, above, with his toddler Reagan, now lives without 
the fear of punishment from FLDS leader Warren Jeffs. Below are scenes of life in Bountiful -  from left, the road leading to Blackmore's home, a meetinghouse, folks washing a company truck.

A divided enclave in British Columbia
When R ubn  Jeffs fired  the charismatic bishop 
o fBountiful, h a lf the area FLDS stuck by him

By Brooke Adams
The Salt Lake Tribune

C RESTON, British Columbia — 
Bountiful does not appear on any 
maps.

But just about anyone in the nearby 
town of Creston, from the checkout 
clerk at Extra Foods to the cheerful 
teen at a gas stop, can tell you how to 
get there.

They know, too, all about the polyga­
mists who live in Bountiful, about then- 
ties to southern Utah and the rift that 
has divided the families living at the 
foot of Skimmerhorn Mountain.

It began in May 2002, when Rulon 
Jeffs, then leader of the Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, telephoned to dismiss Winston 
Blackmore as bishop of Bountiful.
Some believe Rulon’s son, Warren 
Jeffs, orchestrated the move to ensure 
his own claim to the church’s presiden­
cy.

If so, Warren Jeffs misjudged the 
depth of the people’s regard for Black- 
more, who had led the community for 
16 years.

Half of the 800 FLDS members in 
northern Idaho and Canada sided with 
Blackmore. Jeffs, now president of the 
faith, ordered those who remain with 
his appointee, Jimmie Oler, to have 
nothing to do with the Blackmore fac­
tion.

Deeply intertwined families who 
live side by side are no longer talking 
or socializing with one another, mirror­
ing the wreckage Jeffs’ actions have left 
among some followers in southern 
Utah.

“It’s a terrible tragedy,” said Debbie 
Palmer, who left the faith in 1988 and 
has tried to interest authorities in an 
investigation of the sect. She is a sister 
of Jimmie Oler, ex-wife of Blackmore’s 
father Ray and, through complicated 
intermarriages, is related to most fami­
lies in Bountiful.

“You do not see your family. You

can not say ‘hi’ when you are crossing 
the street,” Palmer said. “It’s worse 
than if you were dead.”

The difference between Blackmore 
and Jeffs, say those who know both, is 
the difference between optimism and 
despair — which is what drew Ezra 
Draper and his family from southern 
Utah to Bonners Ferry, Idaho, last 
June.

“The way Warren taught is there 
was no hope and you had no choices,” 
said Draper, who said he was with 
Blackmore when the dismissal call 
came and heard Warren Jeffs prompt­
ing his father.

“With Winston, as long as you’re 
willing to do better, there is hope be­
cause it starts with you. Winston tells 
people the only man with the right to 
rule over your life and mine is Jesus 
Christ.”

For years, that promise has drawn 
people who have run afoul of Jeffs to 
Canada. More are ready to come, 
Draper said, though the sheltered lives 
they have lived make it hard finan­
cially to break away.

Blackmore may be benevolent, but, 
like Jeffs, he won’t talk to reporters. 
During a trip to Canada, a Tribune re­
porter and photographer were invited 
to a Sunday church meeting, which was 
then canceled just before it was to be­
gin. One person said it was because ev­
erybody wanted to go to a hockey game. 
Another said a forestry products meet­
ing had come up.

Bountiful lies about 8 miles east of 
Creston, a town of 5,000 renowned for 
its cherries, its bird sanctuary, 10 golf 
courses and the locally brewed Ko- 
kanee beer.

Blackmore’s uncle and father, 
Harold and J. Ray Blackmore, came 
here in the late 1940s, drawn by the 
same thing that lured polygamists to 
the Arizona Strip — isolation. By the 
1950s, when Bountiful aligned with 
what would become the FLDS church, 
four families were prominent: Black-
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mores, Olers, Quintons and Palmers.
Those families’ lines are now so in­

tertwined that Debbie Palmer can call 
herself her own step-grandmother. 
That’s one reason there is an exchange 
of marriage partners between Canada 
and southern Utah — new blood.

In an interview four years ago — his 
first in a decade — Blackmore refuted 
one persistent claim: that underage 
girls are ferried between Canada and 
Utah to be brides. Canadian and Utah 
authorities also say they have no proof 
that is occurring.

A stocky man, Blackmore is de­
scribed as hard-working, generous and 
charismatic — “rock star” is how 
Palmer put it. “That is why so many 
girls are wanting to marry him,” she 
said.

Blackmore, 47, lives in a home that 
looks like a motel at the entrance to 
Bountiful. He has an estimated 26 wives 
and as many as 70 children.

Debbie Palmer says she was mentally and 
physically abused by three husbands she 
was ordered to marry by FLDS leaders. She 
says Blackmore has a "rock star" charisma 
that makes him a sought-after groom.

His community includes a birthing 
center, modern school, a rodeo arena, a 
mobile home park for young married 
couples, parks and ponds.

The fundamentalists raise canola, 
timothy grass and wheat on close to 
4,000 acres of farmland they own or 
share. There is an egg farm, a green­
house and a trucking company; some 
women are nurses at Creston Valley 
Hospital. And Blackmore operates sev­
eral logging-related businesses.

Dozens of families live in Bountiful, 
while others are in Kitchener, Yahk, 
Ryan’s Station, Cranbrook and Bon­
ners Ferry, Idaho. On Sunday morn­
ings, traffic backs up at the Porthill 
border crossing as those on the U.S. 
side make the 40-minute drive to attend 
church services in Canada.

Blackmore is said to be worth mil­
lions — some of which he will need to 
fend off several lawsuits the FLDS 
Trust has filed disputing ownership of 
property in Bountiful. The trust has 
prevailed so far in one case, forcing 
Blackmore’s followers out of the school 
near his home. They have since trans­
formed two buildings on a Blackmore 
farm west of Creston into a new school 
and a meetinghouse.

In the past, girls often married as 
they reached their midteens and boys 
moved on to work. Now, Blackmore is 
said to be encouraging them to finish

♦
high school and even college.

“Winston’s side is starting to edu­
cate youth because they are losing so 
many,” said Marie Louie, who was 13 
when her mother pulled out of the 
faith, angered that her 15-year-old 
daughter had been married without her 
knowledge to a man in his 60s.

As in southern Utah, about a dozen 
teens — including one of Blackmore’s 
daughters — have rebelled, acting like 
wild teens anywhere who get into alco­
hol and partying.

But unlike Jeffs, Blackmore has 
made no move to force the kids’ parents 
to turn their backs on them; many 
young men continue to work for him.

While the Bountiful fundamentalists 
share their Utah counterparts’ reli­
gious sensibilities, they are far more in­
tegrated in the local community.

“They are great supporters of the 
town,” said Creston Mayor Joe Snopek.
“They come and they buy.”

Until recently, the Bountiful commu­
nity rented the ice rink at the Creston &
District Recreational Centre one night a £  
week, contributing $100,000 annually to 
the town’s coffers, Snopek said.

Earlier this year, the women of 
Bountiful held a bake sale outside Ex­
tra Foods to raise money for the school.
The women work out at the Curves fit­
ness center, join in at Tupperware par­
ties and serve on the Kootenay Search 
and Rescue team.

“A few years ago, I don’t think the 
wormen would have been able to do 
that,” said Darlla Murphy, who lives 
up the road from Bountiful. “It just 
seems they can do what they want 0
now.”

Most years, a Bountiful woman 
makes the front page of the Creston Val­
ley Advance with the first baby of the 
year.

While some residents frown on po­
lygamy, Canadians tend to be a live- 
and-let-live people. That’s why the 
FLDS is such a part of life here.

“They seem like they are happy peo­
ple,” said Michael Carpenter, former 
president of the Creston & District 
Chamber of Commerce. “They are defi- 
nitely part of the culture. ” *
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•  "Do you remember David Koresh? Well, we're afraid that might happen here, too, and we're afraid for our children."

Eldorado, Texas, resident Orval Edmiston, left, listens as Schleicher County Sheriff Dan Doran, center, and Phoenix, Ariz., children's rights activist 
Flora Jessop, right, answer questions of more than a hundred Eldorado residents about a polygamous community's apparent move into the area.

T exans worried 
* about newcomers

Leah Hogsten/77;/: Salt Lake Tribune

Aerial photographs show the FYZ Land development near Eldorado, Texas. Many in the area are concerned about FLDS moving into their community.

L ittle inform ation is available about the alleged polygamous 
compound and its connection to Utah

*  By Brooke A dams
The Salt Lake Tribune

ELDORADO, Texas — From the Texaco 
Star Stop to Amigo’s Dream Restau­
rant and Gift Shop, speculation ran 

wild about the newest residents of Eldorado 
and their apparent ties to a polygamous 
group from the Utah-Arizona border. Would 
they snatch children? Overwhelm the local 
hospital, social service agencies and strug­
gling county budget? Take over the town, 
population 2,000, in the next election?

“I just think they’re nervous about what’s 
*  going to happen,” said Shelly Phillips, one of 

about 100 people who came to a news confer­
ence in this small town in West Texas. 
“That’s why we’re here.”

The news conference was held by chil­
dren’s rights activist Flora Mae Jessop and 
Schleicher County Sheriff David Doran, who 
tried to answer questions and soothe a pal­
pable unease among the townspeople who 
gathered with more than a dozen reporters 
from Texas and beyond on the lawn in front 
of the Eldorado Law Enforcement Center.

But keeping people calm may be a hard 
sell given the secrecy with which YFZ Land 

% — with arrangements by a member of the
Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints — has moved onto the dry, 
hilly country dotted with sheep and goat 
ranches.

Eldorado is the kind of place where every­
one knows everyone and few people lock 
their cars, homes or ranch gates. Most resi­
dents grew up here; others come because 
they want close neighbors and a quiet life.

“We’ve always been a close-knit, casing, 
loving community,” said Deanne Walker, a 
cashier at the bank. “The thought that some- 
thing like this could happen and we could do 

*  nothing about it scares me.”
Rikki Bosmans put it this way: “We’re so 

small, anything new is different to us,” she 
said as her mother, Dora, held up a sign that 
read “The Devil Is Here!”

“Do you remember David Koresh? Well, 
we’re afraid that might happen here, too, 
and we’re afraid for our children,” said Dora 
Bosmans, a city councilwoman.

YFZ Land, which lists David S. Allred as 
its principal manager, bought the 1,371-acre 
ranch four miles outside of town from Jonny 
and Susie Isaacs in November. Allred pur- 

% portedly told several people he is building a 
corporate hunting retreat.

Allred is a businessman, related by mar­
riage to and a close associate of Warren 
Jeffs, president of the 10,000-member FLDS

church, in which polygamy is a religious te­
net. Jeffs and most of his followers live in 
the twin cities of Hildale, Utah, and Colorado 
City, Ariz. The sect also has an outpost in 
Bountiful, British Columbia.

According to a warranty deed filed in the 
Schleicher County Courthouse in Eldorado, 
YFZ paid $657,500 for the ranch, although it 
is possible that some additional cash may 
have changed hands as well.

Few people were aware of the newcomers 
until private pilots started talking about the 
large construction on the property — three 
3-story buildings, a small concrete plant, sev­
eral mobile homes and a huge garden.

“That’s unusual for West Texas,” said 
James Doyle, Eldorado’s justice of the peace 
and a pilot who spent much of Thursday fly­
ing out-of-town news media over the ranch. 
“You usually don’t see that much construc­
tion in the middle of a ranch, not without the 
county mayor or judge or somebody being 
invited out.”

YFZ brought in its own construction 
crew, and neither Allred nor any of the con­
struction workers have been seen in town — 
though they may be going instead to San An­
gelo, about 40 miles to the north.

And that is part of the reason residents 
are alarmed.

“If it’s not bad, why are the gates locked? 
Why is it all secretive?” asked one woman, 
who was so fearful she wouldn’t let her 
name be used.

Jessop, who fled the FLDS church as a 
teenager, told the residents she has no doubt 
that the church is behind YFZ Land. She be­
lieves FLDS members are moving here to get 
away from scrutiny in Utah and Arizona. 
There has been speculation in the twin cities 
that Jeffs is preparing to relocate, with Mex­
ico usually topping the list of possibilities.

She said that Texas may hold appeal be­
cause of its proximity to the Mexican border 110 miles south, and also because of the legal 
precedent set last year by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which ruled in Lawrence v. Texas 
that the state’s antisodomy law violated the 
privacy rights of consenting adults. The 
same case is being cited in separate appeals 
by two Utah men who espouse polygamy, 
Tom Green and Rodney Holm, both of whom 
have been convicted of bigamy. It is also a 
factor in a federal lawsuit filed by a man and 
two women who were denied a marriage li­
cense in Salt Lake County.

Jessop said the FLDS church has been in­
vestigated for underage marriages, welfare 
fraud, tax evasion and child sexual abuse -  
but failed to point out that Utah and Arizona

authorities say they have found little sub­
stance for any of those claims.

“They’ve been looking for a place where 
they are not known,” she said, urging resi­
dents to learn all they can about the funda­
mentalist group. “We’re not trying to get rid 
of these folks. We’re trying to stop abuses.”

Jessop also told the townspeople that 
FLDS members consider outsiders “evil” 
and thus wouldn’t be coming after their chil­
dren. “They are not a threat to [your] chil­
dren. They’re a threat to their children,” she 
said.

Doran said Jessop contacted him about 10 
days ago to share information about the 
FLDS church and its connection to Allred, 
but as of yet “we have not made a positive 
confirmation that this group is associated 
with the FLDS.”

He did say he had learned the construc­
tion crew working at the ranch is from Utah.

“At this point in time, we’ve got a gentle­
man representing the company saying 
they’re building a real nice hunting retreat,” 
Doran said — a comment that drew laughs 
from the crowd.

Though the area is good hunting ground 
for deer, turkey and quail, the ranch is too 
small to accommodate more than a handful 
of hunters at a time, residents said. And the 
buildings don’t fit that scenario, either.

“I do a lot of hunting, but the type of 
buildings being built out there are not for 
any kind of hunting,” said Philip Meyer.

The sheriff vowed to keep a close watch 
on activities at the ranch for any illegal ac­
tivity. Otherwise, he asked residents to wel­
come their new neighbors.

But many residents left the news confer­
ence just as leery, with one woman saying 
she felt some “cover-up” was going on and 
others saying they still feared what might 
happen to their own children as well as 
those who might be living at the ranch.

“I’m probably more concerned,” said 
Patsy Brenner. “Just the knowledge they 
gave us, and wondering how they’re going to 
infiltrate into our community.”

The last shock that pulled the townspeo­
ple together, several residents said, was a 
bus crash last October that claimed the lives 
of six residents who were members of the 
town’s First Baptist Church.

Once again, said Deanne Walker, “God is 
strengthening us, giving us bonding that we 
need to go forward. Whether we need to le­
gally fight this thing or be quiet and accept­
ing, that will be clear to us.”

In any event, said J.D. Doyle, “This is go­
ing to feed the gossip train in this town for 
years.”

Polygamists see 
potential 
in marital 
movement

By Pamela Manso n
The Salt Lake Tribune

A nd you thought gay marriage would shake
things up. Imagine what would happen if wed­
ding bells began ringing for husband and wife 

and wife and wife. How would insurance benefits be di­
vided in a legal plural marriage? Who would be first in 
line for the pension? And what would happen to the al­
ready strained Social Security system?

America has matrimony on its mind as the debate 
over gay marriage rages and talk swirls that polyga­
mous unions could become part of the battle.

The Utah Constitution, for example, guarantees 
“perfect toleration of religious sentiment,” but in the 
same breath states that “plural marriages are forever 
prohibited.”

Absent a constitutional amendment, polygamy will 
remain illegal in Utah. So that leads to a discussion of 
decriminalization, which would require only the repeal 
of laws that punish bigamy, including cases when there 
is no legal marriage but a married man and another 
woman living together as husband and wife. Under that 
system, only the first wife would be recognized by the 
government as a legal spouse.

Rodney Parker, an attorney who represents the 
southern Utah-based Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, whose members support 
plural marriage, said decriminalization is more politi­
cally palatable.

“Why don’t these people have the right to organize 
their families without being charged with a crime?” the 
Salt Lake City lawyer asked.

While many point to a Massachusetts Supreme 
Court decision that gays and lesbians are entitled to get 
married as a step toward legal multiple marriage, 
Parker thinks another case has more impact. The U.S. 
Supreme Court last year overturned a Texas antisod­
omy statute prohibiting sexual conduct between same- 
sex couples.

Justice Antonin Scalia dissented, voicing among 
other objections that the ruling could lead to the legal­
ization of polygamy.

To Parker, the “liberty interest” in a private rela­
tionship “translates directly to polygamous marriag­
es.”

And Brian Barnard, a Salt Lake City civil rights at­
torney, noted that opponents of gay marriage base 
much of their argument on the belief that marriage is 
designed for procreation -  a virtual certainty in polyga­
my.

In a case pending in U.S. District Court for Utah, 
Barnard represents a trio suing over Salt Lake Coun­
ty’s refusal to issue a marriage license so the man could 
legally marry a second wife. The three claim the refusal 
violates their rights to free exercise of religion and due 
process of law as guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution.

Barnard acknowledges that legalizing polygamy 
would “hit the legal system hard,” and that his clients 
would be happy with decriminalization. That way, he 
said, “spiritual wives” would have full knowledge that 
they had no rights to benefits and inheritances.

“That’s not going to take the massive overhaul of 
our laws,” Barnard said.

And it would be massive, said former Utah insur­
ance commissioner Robert Wilcox.

“For example, laws and rules in regard to Social Se­
curity are built around the concept of a spouse,” he 
said. “They are not designed to take care of the situa­
tion where an individual would have more than one 
spouse.”

Now, the law sets maximum amounts of available 
benefits for each household, Wilcox said, and those 
might have to be adjusted to support all members of a 
polygamous family who reach full retirement age. The 
death of the husband could put a family at risk of pov­
erty if he were the major breadwinner and the wives 
were stay-at-home moms, he said.

“It would open avenues for abuse that would need to 
be carefully monitored,” Wilcox said, envisioning a sce­
nario where a friend needs retirement benefits, so the 
husband adds her as another wife to make her eligible 
under his plan.

Martha Ertman, a University of Utah law professor, 
said the Massachusetts ruling is part of a bigger trend 
of government taking note of societal changes. For ex­
ample, open adoptions, which can lead to three legal 
parents — the adoptive mother and father and the birth 
mother — are more common, she 
said.

And just as companies can incorporate or become a 
partnership, a family can form in more than one way. 
Hawaii grants certain benefits to “reciprocal beneficia­
ries,” or two adults who are prohibited from marrying 
under state law, and Vermont has civil unions.

The financial implications pale for believers who 
embrace polygamy as a religious principle. Some want 
to make it a legal, state-sanctioned form of wedlock. 
Others want it decriminalized to avoid government in­
terference.

Many, however, are saying no way.
Former plural wife Rowenna Erickson calls multiple 

wedlock an abomination. She sees no valid comparison 
between same-sex marriage and polygamous marriage, 
saying the first involves two people who supposedly 
love each other and the second a loveless union.

“Polygamy was outlawed for a good reason,” said 
Erickson, one of the founders of Tapestry Against Po­
lygamy, a Salt Lake City-based group.

But widowed plural wife Anne Wilde said polygamy 
should be allowed as a religious right. The majority of 
practitioners support decriminalization, rather than le­
galization, to keep the state from telling them how to do 
it, she said. As far as financial considerations, “they’ve 
worked it out so far,” Wilde said of polygamous fami­
lies, adding that most of them average two or three 
wives and share income.

The ripple effect of polygamy could reach outside the 
home to tourism, one of the top industries in the state, 
by attracting visitors to polygamous communities.
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Utah H istorical Society

Alvin Barlow, far left, was 15 during the Short Creek raid; today, he is the school superintendent in Colorado City, Ariz. During the raid, 
he and other youths were left in the community while men were taken to jail in Kingman and women and children were bused to Phoenix.

Reporters who were present during the raid were shocked by the abject poverty they saw.

Critics of the Short Creek Raid 
howled, saying no one had the 

right to tear apart families because 
of their religious beliefs

Utah H istorical Society

Arizona authorities set up a makeshift kitchen in the desert, where residents were served what one described as "tasteless food."

The law has 
been slow 
to step in

Bitter memories o f the infamous 
Short Creek raid have paralyzed 

enforcement efforts fo r  years

By Pamela Manson
The Salt Lake Tribune

It always came back to the 
Short Creek raid, the disas­
trous attempt more than a 
half-century ago by Arizona au­

thorities to crack down on polyga­
my.

On July 26,1953, lawmen swept 
in in the dead of night, arresting 
men and over time removing hun­
dreds of women and children, some 
of whom were in foster homes for 
up to two years. Critics howled, 
saying no one had the right to tear 
apart families because of their reli­
gious beliefs.

The fallout, including a ruined 
political career for Arizona’s gov­
ernor, seemed to paralyze efforts 
for years to investigate claims of 
forced marriages, child abuse and 
fraud. But now, officials in Utah 
and Arizona — home to the twin 
communities of Hildale and Colo­
rado City, respectively, where 
nearly everyone supports the con­
cept of plural marriage on reli­
gious grounds — say they are tak­
ing steps to tackle the problems 
associated with polygamy.

So far, some claim, they’ve 
yielded little.

In Utah, there has been a hand­
ful of prosecutions, including that 
of Tom Green, who was convicted 
in 2001 of four counts of bigamy 
and one count of criminal nonsup­
port of his children and sentenced 
to five years in prison. In a subse­
quent prosecution, Green was 
convicted of child rape for im­
pregnating his “head wife” when 
she was 13 and he was 37 and or­
dered to serve up to life behind 
bars.

Others include Rodney Holm, 
of Colorado City, and three mem­
bers of the Kingston family, a 
northern Utah polygamist clan.

Green’s case, Utah’s first po­
lygamy trial in nearly 50 years, fo­
cused more attention on crimes in 
closed societies, said Utah Attor­
ney General Mark Shurtleff.

“This caught my interest,” 
said Shurtleff, who is running for 
re-election. “Why is there a part 
of Utah that seems to be immune 
to the protect-and-serve attitude?” 

Shurtleff said his office lacks 
the resources to bring charges 
against adults whose only offense 
is to willingly enter into a plural 
marriage. So far, only county or 
district attorneys have prosecuted 
polygamy-related cases.

In 2000, Utah hired Ron Barton 
as its “closed society” watchdog, 
an investigative post created by 
lawmakers alarmed by reports of 
polygamy-related abuse. In cases 
where polygamists are charged 
with child abuse or sex with a mi­
nor — so far, only by county or 
district attorneys — bigamy can 
be another count, said Barton, 
who works for Shurtleff.

In Arizona, progress tackling 
problems related to polygamy 
seems to be slower — too slow for 
27 state legislators who last 
month sent a letter to Attorney 
General Terry Goddard urging 
him to take whatever action nec­
essary to ensure the safety of teen­
age girls and investigate law­
breakers.

The letter’s author, Rep. John 
Allen, R-Scottsdale, said the two 
most recent attorneys general, 
Goddard and Gov. Janet Napoli- 
tano, have talked about polygamy 
but done little about it. Even Utah, 
he said, has done more.

Allen said he was pleased that 
Goddard now has outlined the re­
sources and legislation, such as a 
measure outlawing child bigamy, 
that he needs to combat crimes in 
the polygamous culture. He also 
cited the case of Orson William 
Black Jr. of Colorado City, who 
has been charged with conspiracy 
to commit sexual conduct with a 
minor and sexual conduct with a 
minor.

Goddard said Arizona and 
Utah are coordinating law en­
forcement and offering social ser­
vices to the residents of Hildale 
and Colorado City. Authorities 
check out every claim of a crime;

some pan out and others are 
“highly imaginative,” he said.

Goddard said the 1953 Short 
Creek raid remains a terrifying 
memory. “The scars are still 
there,” he said. “Many fear the 
state more than an abuser in the 
family. I think Arizona made a se­
rious mistake there and they’ve 
been paying for it ever since. ” 4)

These days, the two states are 
taking a less confrontational ap­
proach.

In August, the Utah Attorney 
General’s Office organized a “po­
lygamy summit” in St. George 
that brought together law enforce­
ment officers, social service offi-

“Why is there a p a rt o f 
Utah that seems to be 

immune to the 
protect-and-serve

attitude?” #

MARK SHURTLEFF
Utah attorney general

cials and plural wives. Public ser­
vants are working with the pri­
vate sector to offer help to those 
who want to leave the life and 
those who stay. And in a rare 
meeting of minds, anti-polygamy 
and pro-polygamy groups are 
working together. +

The combined effort intensi­
fied when a January purge of 
members from the Fundamental­
ist Church of Jesus Christ of Lat­
ter Day Saints produced fears of 
an exodus from Hildale and Colo­
rado City.

Police patrols have been 
stepped up. Offers of food, cloth­
ing and money for women and 
children who leave the polyga­
mous life have flowed into shel­
ters and aid groups.

A new center is going up in #
Colorado City that will house law 
enforcement and social service 
agencies. Workers staffing a do­
mestic violence hot line are 
trained to deal with plural wives 
who might call for help.

But the turmoil also led to a 
split in Help the Child Brides, a 
St. George group that once was a 
lone voice calling for an end to un­
derage marriages and more aid to 
women and children.

Robert Curran, a founding 
member, resigned on Feb. 3 after 0  
questioning fellow board member 
Flora Mae Jessop’s tactics in help­
ing two Colorado City runaways 
get to Phoenix. Jessop had left the 
community when she was a teen.

Shurtleff said since the govern­
ment stepped up prosecutions in­
volving polygamy, he’s been criti­
cized by both sides for doing too 
much or too little. But there are 
those who, so far, are pleased.

“We believe that the Attorney 
General’s office has good inten­
tions and we appreciate their ef- ^  
forts to help victims coming out of 
polygamy,” said Vicky Prunty, di­
rector of the Salt Lake City-based 
Tapestry Against Polygamy.

But Linda Kelsch, community 
action director of Principle 
Voices of Polygamy, an advocacy 
group for polygamous families, 
thinks there is less crime among 
polygamists than the general pop­
ulation.

“I don’t believe polygamy is 
the problem here,” she said. “I be- 
lieve it is a lack of understanding 
of the culture that creates the im­
pression there is more crime.” 
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