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INEXPENSIVE CHRISTMAS

By PEGGY POWERS

\——

your future Christmas re
membrance would be com
pleted in ample time, and un
der no circumstances would the next
Christmas season find you In a rush
and bustle, planning and fnishing be
lated Christmas gifts. What an idle
dream that was. for here it fs Christ
mas time approaching agaln, and you
are racking your brain and attempting
to decide what to give at the eleventh
bour, 1o a great hurry and turmoll
lsn't it so?

What not to give, would be a more
appropriate phrase. For in the selec
tion of your gifts some regard has
to be given to the adaptability and the
utility of the present. A wise idea Is
W spend more Ume than money In
thinking what would be sultable and
practicable for each Individual Your
Sift would be all the more appreciated
If It expresses something of yourself
and shows that your own personal
thoughts have been bestowed upon a
selection of the tokens.

The real essence of the Christmas
apirit s not expenditure. How easy
it Is to purchase gorgeous gifts If one
has a well flled purse! But if the re
cipient can buy the same article with
little effort, the gift fdea will not be
remembered for very long. Lel your
gifts be expressions of love and
thoughtfulness. The thought and time
you put in gifts“of your own handl
work will mean much more than i
you simply give something for the
sake of giving

The cost of homemade gifts is gen
erally small. A multitude of gifts can
be contrived of materials you have at
hand, and of odd pleces of linen, rib
bous and sllk Clever fagers coar
fashion charming novelties

Gladness

Is the keyoote of the Yuletide season
GO AL your tasks In a cheerful, biith
some manner, and you will ind your
work one of joy The following sug
gertions may provids g with n er
ou Joas for attra e pifts whigl
mesy Do made vely
a i 14 i sa -

per 'ume your f nde’ gowns 'y be
mads at a very » A ost Make six
sachets In ast ~ o8 Oof s
b about tw & SQuare .
with soft oot fusted with .
fragrant sachet powd Flace he
sachets one t f the ther and
tie with ArrCwW gaus ribbon Gint
salfety pins " aitached to i
gchet 80 Do Dags can be pinued ¢
the different frocks

One distinet novelty 1o a colonla
pin cushion For this unique cushion
you will have to purchase a glass catr
diestick In & simple desiz
one side of a Tour h sqguars g vrd
board with son sllk =
harmouizes with t} or sch e of
your friends . nis 3 "
mound ke cushi 4 : s th
other slde and over wir) he oilk
The cushion is fastens the atd
stick By fBne wires ead Ar 4
the odge of the sl N sew & beaded
fringe about three » &

Another | - T
foundation & f _ L sl2
er The back s .k
cotton covered w I
part s Mn .
and Blled wit} } AL
-~ N - -

el =

——
—

: he Eamt
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plaine

e
When shepherds
atraine
o them

of triumpr
the shining

e
L ¥

OST certalnly you pmmhod'dlé with narrow
yourself last Christmas that | with a pretty bow

ribboun and foish
|  The girl away at college would sure
{ly be overjoyed with a shoe Dbag. |
| which she can hang lnside her close! |
door. The shoe bag should be half |
the length of the door with compart |

Coantly g1fa and adoration

Hasten they with & bring
Travellng from thelr far off station -
Come to hatl e new born King S

falls the nig}

Bhine soft the stars the welkin

PFrom ange! chords borme down

Bet  sarth's
atory
And the worM Its gladdest song

the pasan down the ages
' note of and praies
,lh‘-vb-nm

ments for shoes, slippers and rubbers
{and a long compartment on one side

for an Zairedla, and on the other for |
books not 'n use. The materials veed !

| should be heavy denim with the com
partments bound in tape

A pleasing notion would be to make
any articles for the girls away at col
lege in thelr college colors. A plece
lof gay colored cretonne bound all
around with a pretty braid would aleo
be acceptable as a trunk cover

Dear to every girl's heart are pretty
dress accessories The new Robes

plerre collars with jabots of frilly lace
certainly will be a welcome addition to |

your friends’ wardrobesa The collars
are usually made of black satin with

the rufles of lace about two inches |

wide

Chic boudofr caps are made of cir
cles of shadow lace 15 inches wide
with soft ruffes of narrow lace around
the crown. The ruffies should be made
n the back wider than in the front
to give the effect of a Duteh bonnet
The cap s decorated with little pink
rosebuds and a band of pink ribbon

Exguisite La France roses are made
out of folded satin ribbon In threeinch
lengths. Turn the ends back at the cor
ners to form the petals Group the
petals together and joln to & wire
stem which has been twisted with par

row green sa

A natural looking bunch of wolets

$ formed of tiny bows of twisted vio |

tled with green silk wire
Hat plns lar pins and buckles
nderfully effective when cov
red with ribbon roses made of nar

row folded ribbon grouped closely to

gether f vyou prefer you can us«
satin cherries made of tiny circles of
satin filled with cotton, with petals
f Bre hon
The & o lances will ind much
pleasure n red ving a pretly pair of
ded » slipper bows (o alch
! ty » pers
I th aveler a small eretor
} w with pockets on one side
KA 5 newspapers would b
N ¥ .
A » pes of white lnen t
1 e Al W W a
s ! " w xif if y hav time
) |. " . ]

ndkerchiefa

f h gt ires d In
rabber for the t let art es, and one
iarge one for the extra walist The
pleces you have left of the llnen you

for nap) rings, scalloped
. w ‘ gram, or for

p shades, which are much

. ! whet serted with medal
For the 11 1 & thoughtful Nttle
it w } ver for the drinking

)

nary glass Is required;
the glass In a

two eolors of mercer |

enter sew a cro

n andle
\ rrow wooden bor
ties could have a

lered linen un

e e e e e e

Rev £ W Shriners==~
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) P 0. the henven I8 All reaplendent g
g . e A ' & Mar \\‘\
: i ' . ol <A : \ \\
! Fia ® s glories » afar \ N
\ ! e .

v "

Judanh's

oateh

b
’
scraphie /’

hymn of glory
angsl throng
s wertest

| pattern of wall

the siae of the | bureau drawers

é aprons

| bows,

1—Apron
2—Lantern Bag

3 -~Cretonne Pillow
4-Dolly Bag
5—Sewing Roll.

N
Ribbon bedroom slippers are esps
clally new and nothing could bé sin
pler 10 make Bheer
iraw an elast)
upper edge

soft lamb's we
igh a lacing
ecaving & heading about an Inch wide
Mak«

'

wme o h I n
ot on eact iste]

delight the he

{ any housewifs They can be mad

A dolly case will

different slzes Figured ereton

.... y be used In making one case wit
the Inside lined In  white materia
Cover two « es of pasteboard wit
t material and finish neatly with ¢

rnbbon to ke

the dollies In place

A st of holders for handling he
lishes are made six Inches square
some preity chintz These are at
tached L0 an apron to mateh the 1

rial

A set of boxes covered with a pret

useful and aceeptable to keeg
These must be pa
ed neatly and the covers atta

the box

Another novelty Is a chest of

| for trinkets, hair pins or Jowe
{ Cover the box with ereton: and |
three smaller boxes into it The bewx

o8 are covered with the same 1

and have little brass rings sewed on
the center of sach box, so the Cau

be pulled out I'ke drawers

Aprons are always charming gifts
| There are numberless suggrestions for

of sheer lawn with
scallops
end scaliops form
Jaunty
sprons. overall aprons and

genully

We see bags here, there and every
Bage of all sorts and siges,
from the elaborate affairs made of
strips of Japanese
those shown in Chinatown, o those
of the simplest design
opera bags, laundry bags, shoe bags
slipper bags corset bags, vanity bags, |
made of Fibbon and ftted out with a |
small mirror and a tiny powder puff
Manicure bags may be fitted with the |
smaller size manicure articles, and for
the childrea you can
| bags, school bags, bean bags and pen
el bags

A useful receptacle for sewing ma-
terials is a lantern Dbag

where

wered ribbor

| roseties of ribbon and place

paper wonld | t st

Fascinating aprous are made
butterfiies em
broldered on them. The bottom is fin
| ished In three deep
| with a fancy stiteh and lace

edged
The two
pockets for the
| sewing articles. The belt Is formed of
| ribbon trimmed with
Then there are chafing dish
many
aprons you can devise with a little o

Httle

embroidery like

Sewing bags,

make marble

made of

bons are run through s casin
the bead .
For the child that s & Mitle older
you can make a screen covered in
snowy plain material and decorated
with pletures cut from magarines and
books. One seotion for fowers, one
for animale. and one for birds. would | ™
much appreciated
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SYNOPSIS,

Mrs. Varney, wife of & Confederats
@enernl, has lost one son and another is
Aying from wounds She reluctamtly gives

or consent for Wilfred, the younges!, to
join the army if his father consents. The

| Pederals are making thelr last assault in

n effort to capiure Richmond Edith

arncy secures from President Davis &
commission for Capt. Thorne, whe s Just
rec ring from wounds, as chief of the
telegraph at Richmond Capt Thorne
tells Fdith he has been ordered awa
Bhe declares he must not go and tells
hm of the commission from the presi.
dent Mr. Arrelsford of the Confederates
socret  service A rejected sultor of
Faih's fetects Jonan, Mrm Varney's
butler’ carrying & note from A prisoner
In Libhy prison.  Arreisford suspects it
fs Intended for Thorne The note reads:
“Attack tonight Plan 3 Usne Tele-

raph Artelaford declares Thorne s

awis Dumont of the Federal secret
service, and that his brother Henry s a |
prisoner  in Libhy EAilth refuses to be- |
leve nt sugeests that Thorne be con-

| fron with the prisoner as a test. An |
orde mes from OGeneral Varney for
Wilfred report to the front at once
Yan s forced to carry out her part In
" test of Thorne The prisons r s thrust
into 1! 1 alone with Thorne. who
red rie 1 as his elMer brother, Hon
ry | ! They putl up a fake fAeht
and } nccidentally ki himself
Car AMire . Wilfred's veol !
wren war department telegraph
oo 2 A MessA R Wilfred Ar
» f | e aa d n meaning and
ref 5 . it go thy - " ind
Edith = " selves to wateh T "
w? Arrelst P .
ta r
Are 1 EMth se v \
Ais ! t aecr ry L 4 214
: ! w by . rd
w ) ™ 1" A rrelaford

) 1 . '
re 4
L : \r
» : ’ " ' IS
. i . ' e
et ateh. Ar
dectn ! y 18 send ’
ord weaken -
T saved by 1 )
' his : : ’ ’
: .. T having
convim } ) " & 8 '
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. 1 : \
4 Va = ‘3 '
¥ M » B TR
appoars wit A n “r search Yo
house for Thorne Wiifred Varney re
turns from the front wounded

i ® m“ yery ||lo'n~ wntly
< o m’k,hll"c gting many
Bied % About “plain liviog and
Bl ng." He was deilghted with
o el Thorean, who was for two
SR pmate In bis home and who
he carr enious that he made himsell
. i in both house and garde:
- @ whs the dreamy, profound
. ' who lHyed over the way, and
nate ¢ o. whom bhe often encoun
" e @ Woodsy path- And a spe
PPN ‘u Was “d"" in the clear
and manly boys of the town,
CHED AND B led the latter “masters of |
round and the street”
rlle Ave., Stay

oke out o |
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CHAPTER XVIiIL,

Captain Thorne Justifies Himaelf,

After the two women had left him
Wiltred stood motionless for a
ment, and then sat wearily down
rest. Scarcely bad he done so when
he heard shouts far outside In the
street, the heavy trampling of feet,
cries, directions, orders. He rose and
walked over to the window, The cries
wero growing louder and the footsteps
more distinet, Men were approaching
the house rapidly, he could tell that
they were running

be? What was toward? A suspicion
flashed into his mind. It had hardly
found lodgment there when Thorne

sprang upon the porch, leaped across
it, the
window into the long room
tal th a bust of Washington on

and burst through

A pedes

wi It

of

the Guard,
Thorne Is Here™

“Sergeant Captain

was standing between the windows
As Thorne sprang back from the win-
dow, he knocked agalnst it It fell to
the floor with a tremendous crash,

He stood staring a moment toward
the window, listening while the wolse
of the running feet died away in the
distance. It seemed that he had dis
tanced his pursuers or eluded them
for the time being. It could only be
tor & moment, however; he had other
things to think of. Well, that moment
would be enough; It was all he re
He turned to go down the
room, only to find himself coufronted
by the boy

It is hard to say which was the more

What could they |

mo- |

other front !

swered

GILLETTE;

surprised of the two—Thorne at see
Ing Wilfred, or Wilfred at Thorne's ap-
pearance. The latter's face was pale,
his breath was coming rapidly, he was
bareheaded. His brow was covered
with sweat, and he had the hunted
desgprate look of & man at the very
end of his resources Nelther at first
sald anything to the other It was
Tuorne who first recovered himself
He sought to pass by the boy, but Wik
fred selzed him

“Halt!™ he cried; “you are under
arrest.”
“Walt a moment!™ gasped out

Thorne; “and 1 will go with you™
As he spoke he shook himself loose
from the weak grasp of the wounded

young man, and started down the |
room !
“Halt, 1 say!™ eried Wilfred. “You

are my
“All

prisoner™
right, all right,” sald Thorne |
quietly; “your prisoner, anything you
Hke Here—" he drew his revolver
fromn his pocket and pushed 1t into the
boy's hand; “take this 1ife
if you wish "

shoot the
but

ther fOrst”

out of me, give me

chanee to see

my bre

MC LEAN, TEX

i = pa——

ﬂoouudimm_.nm
er. Wiifred called again, while the
two in the room confronted each oth-
er, the man erect, and the woman, too,
A strange pain was In her heart. At
least here was & man, but before she
could say a word in answer to his im-

soldiers. :

geant

“Your brother?®™
“Yes He
want one lo«
“Where
“Maybe

shot here tonight 11

Was

at |

'K his face,

is hot

they put hin @ room

ed 1n, and then cams ok “it's

a e he saild

What!"™ ex a4
in
your_tricks Call t}
hall

Iaime«
“There In t}
one of guard!”
He shouted toward the and then
toward the “Sergeant of the
guard! Captain Thorne Is here, In
this house ™

He
shouted

no one 10T

It Is just

window

stepped out on the porch and
again with astonishing power
painfully wounded as he
felt a faintness come

He sank down on a seat on

for one
Then the
over him

O

boy

the porch and leaned his head against !
hn!

the house, and sought to recover
strength, fighting a desperate
fearful lest should
while he was thus helpless

It was Edith Varney first
plted to his frantic summons by hurry
ing
surprised to see Thorne as he wa
Her heart leaped In her !

battle

I'horne escape

who re

into the room She was as much

sce her
at the sight of him, and she ed &
him as at a wralth or a v|

\' u wo '<i‘i' 'l:' m \n u truth

ould » sald Thorne, coming
closer to her. “He was shot th
root an } ' » my b her Henr

d Ik take one look at } 4
fae fors } end m t '

ny Where 18 he® Can't yvou s
that much, Miss Varney? Is he |
house *™

Edith looked at his face, shook her
head a little, and moved away fr
him toward the tal Thorne t!}

p his hands In a gesture of de

rd the wind«
r recovered from

called out again

and turned tow
Wilfred
his falntness a little,
“The guard! The escaped prisoner
Captain Thorue!"
This time his frantie outery was an

did so havi

gpon the wretched man. He turned

i{rum the window and faced the girl,

| mald;

scarcely less wretched than he, and
laughed shortly
“They are on the scent, you see,” he

“they'll get me In & minute;

{ and when they do, it won't take them

long to finish me off. And as that'll
be the last of me, Miss Varney, maybe
youll listen to one thing. We can’t
all die a soldier's death, In the roar
and glory of battle, our friends about
us, under the flag we love. No, not ali!
Some of us have orders for another
kind of work, daredevil, desperate
work, the hazardous schemes of the
secret service. We fight our battles
alone, no comrades to cheer us on, ten
thousand to one against us, death at
every turn. If we win, we escape with
our lives; If we lose, we are dragged
out and butchered like dogs. No sol
dier's grave, not even a trench with
the rest of the boys—alone, despised,
forgotten! These were my orders,
Miss Varney; this is the death | die
tonight, and [ don't want you to think

USE SNAKES TO KILL SNAKES

South America Mas Discoversd an
Excellent Way to Cope With the
niversal

fective In Jamalea and elsewhere, In
of lttle use here. Neceasity is the
mother of Ifvention, and nature and

that's all” | !

At last they were closing In |

%
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“There's your man, sergeant,” sald
Wilfred; “I hand him over to you™
“You are my prisoner,” sald the ser-

His command was reinforced by &
number of others, including Corporal
Matson and his squad, and some of the
men of the Provost Guard, who had
been chasing Thorne through the
Streets. At this juncture, Arrelsford,
panting and breathless, also joined
the company in the drawing-room. He
came in rapidly, thrusting aside those
in his way

“Where is he?™ he erted. “Ab!™ he
exclaimed triumphantly, as his eye fell
upon Thorne, standimg quietly, sur
rounded by the soldiers. “We've got
him, have we?™

“Young Mr. Varney, here, took him,
sir” sald the sergeant,

“80," returned Arrelsford to his pris
oner, “rua down at lust. Now, you will
find out what it costs to play your He-
tle game with our government tele
graph lines "

Dut Therne did not turn his head, al
though Arrelsford spoke almost in his
ear. He looked straight at E< 'h Var
ney, and she returned his glance

“Don't waste any time, sergeant™
sald Arrelsford furiously
down the street and shoot him full of
lead. Out with him ™

“Very well, sir,” sald the sergeant

AR e

“Take him |

AT

tial.  There was nothing m
terest to attract them in the house
Every gun was there in that room, un-
guarded

A rec-nt capture of a battalion of
Federal riflemen had put the Confed-
erates into possession of a few hun
dred breech-loading weapons, not of
the latest and most approved pattern,
for the cartridges in these guns were
in eardboard shells, but still better
than any the south possessed. Theso
rifles had been distributed to some of
the companies in garrison at Rich-

mond, and It so happened that the
men of the secret service squad and |
the provost guard had received most
of them. Every gun in the stacks was
of this pattern

In his earlier days, Jonas had been
his young master's personal attend- |
ant, his body servant, and as such he
had often gone hunting with bim
miring the war he had frequently vis
ited nim ‘n camp, charged with mes
sages of one Lort or another, and he
knew all about weapons

As he stared into the long room
after the departing soldiers, he did
not know kdith VArney was still

there, nor could he see her at all, for
ske was on the other side of the cur

But Wilfred interposed He came
forward, Thorne's revolver still in his
hand .

“No." he sald decisively: “whatever
he is, whatever he has done, he has
the right to a trial

“The head of the secret serviee deo

Ar ! i we 17 | found him, M«

L} i ht 3 1 Arrel
ard
I don't « hat G 0 Tarle
ton ! i it} n } B
s ) nd | t
! ted
! ! : uncerta y
fr i1 to Arr rd Mrs Var
] ¥ \ qd nt : th the rest of
thet 1 w! v w! 1 b her
- ! looked her approval
at | i mettle of his distin
§ 1 \ y In !} Ve
) YOmAD 80!
b ftly that 1} bout her
1d wther would have
spok

Art rd eame to a sudden de
elslor

“Well, let him have a trial WeM
give him a drumhead court-martial
but It will be the quickest ever held
on earth Stack your muskets here,

and organize 8 court.”™ he sald

“Fall in here.” eried the sergeant, at
which the men quickly took thelr
places. “Attention! Stack arms! Two |

of you take the prisoner. Where shall
we find a vacant room, ma'am*™

“Across the hall”™ sald Mrs Var
ney;: “where ihe ladies were sewing
this evening ™

‘“YVery rgood,” sald the sergeant
“Left face! Forward, msrch!

Arrelsford and Wilfred owed the
soldors

am the chief witness.” sald the
former

I will pee that he gets falr pla
remarked the latter, am they mar d
out

‘1 must go to H ard * 1 Mr»
Varney; t! o : } i
i h I am A _ ) r
fve : ' vith him
now

“Yer well 1 r 1 Edith. go
Ing slowly up tl ww deserted 1
and standi the w “
out Into the nig! I
strangs ! b |
would convict his « 2. hbad . 28
was no hoy What had he sald?
| was not hamed of his work It w
| the highest duty and Involved !
highest and noblest sacrifice, becu
it mede the greatest demand; and
they would shoot him like a mad dog

“Oh, God!"” she whispered, “if som«
bullet would only flud my bheart as
well *

CHAPTER XIX.
The Drumhead Court-Martial.

It so happened that the soldiers
who had thrust old Jonas back in
his closet, whence they had taken
him a short time before, in thelr
haste, had fatled to lock the door upon

him The negro, who had listened
for the click of the key in the lock,
had at once known of thelr careless
ness S0 soon as they bhad with
drawn from the ~oom, and their search
took them to other parts of the
house, he had opened the door cau
tously and had made his way towand

{the hall by the drawing-room, which

he felt instinctively was the place
where the exciting events of the night
would soon culminate *

Thorne's entry and the clircum-
stances of his apprehension had been
s0 engrossing that no one had given
a thought to Jonas, or to any other

part of the house, for that matter,

Stiable appetite for polsonous vipers,
and 1t ean tell of the approach of one
in the same way that a pointer will
“seent” game When tackling Its
prey, which s frequently considerably
bigger than itself, the “good” snake
assumens & lethargic alr as If 1t wers
glutted with food and could not fight

When He Finished, He Had the Bullet
in His Mouth

| taln, looking out of the window, and
it seemed t0o him that the room was
empty

Jonas was a very Intelligent negro
{and while under any ordinary circum

stances his devotion to his master and

| mistress would have been absolutely
sure, vyet he had become tinged with
the !deas of freedom and liberty In
the ailr He had assisted many and
many & Union prisoner Captain
Thorne, by his pleasant ways and nice
vddress, had won his heart And he
himselt was deeply concerned person
1y that the young man should not be
! for his attempt 1 bring

. - rn 1 n cause,
A h Jonas f to be } \ Luse

) ' ' ' had a 4 ' 1 tive o

f d 4 pal

£ we Ay yny

\ 1 at ! i of

' ) ) -

! A ! all
3 : . y' ’ A Le “,
) : ) He

. d ] o h which

1 himvelf and en

| 3 t) Y 'Y . -

M ed wit) ke s% In
} of the first stack of
He k It down by It selzed the

est gun. which lay across the oth

er thres v ened the breech
plug, drew out the cartridge, looked
at It a ment, put the end of It In
his mouth., and crunched his strong
| white teeth down upon It When he
l fuished, he had a leaden bullet in his

mouth. and the cardboard shell In
He replaced this Iatter in the
and closed the breech plug
A smile of triumph irradiated his sa
ble [eatures The gun could be
‘:,...1_ but whatever or whoever stood
| ‘n front of it would be unharmed
’ He had not been quite sure that
| he could do this, but the result of his

i.-umrlmvnl convinced him All the

! and

{
!
!
‘ chamber
|
|

other guns were of the same chame |

ter, and, given the time, he could ren-
der them all harmless. He 414 not
waste
| in with the same process on the oth
ors
until every bullet had been bitten off
every cartridge
(TO BE CONTINUED)
Birds of a Feather.
Clem—The suffragettes have ocap-
tured Michigan

Lem-—Yes, the Michigoose has
now the same rights as the Michh
gander. -

time to recover from the 2harge, and

gives a fatal bite al the base of the
brain.
Promoters Asleep.

*1 don’t understand it at all™ sald

the man whose mall consists largely

his |

time In reflection, but started |

He worksd with furious haste |

for all by
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