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SYNOPSIS
CHAPTER 1L —Ollver October Baxter,
Jr., was borm on a vile October day.
His pareuls were promineut in the
ommercial, soclal and spiritual iife of
the town of Rumley His father was
proprietor of the hardware store. The
aight that OMver Uctober was born a
cys-y queen reads his father's fortune
and tells him what a wonderful future
his son has before him
reading, the gypsy beco:
leaves the house in a rag
Mr. Baxter that his son
reach the age of thirty,
be han
not gullty.

CHAPTER 11.—Ten years elapse and
Oliver's father is the owner of a busi
ness block In the town Mrs Baxter
died when Oliver was nearing seven
Josephine Saxe, wi‘e of the minister
causes a sensatica when she

. Rumley to go on the stage. She be
comes a “star” and later goes to Lon
don. where she scores a hit Her
daughter Jane and young Oliver be
come greatly attached to one another

s angry and
after telling
will

that he will

After finishing college, young Ollver
i accepts a position In Chicago with an
: engineering company He gEoes to
| China on an important mission for his
3 firm. Upon his retura be enlists in the
¢ Canadian army
i “Amen to that," sald Mr Sage, fer
R vently
i 2,] “Amen'" repeated Mr. Link in his

most professional volce

Mr. Sugelaid a hand on the hoy's
shoulder. “Do you say your prayers
every aight, Oliver?”

“Yes, sir—1 do.”

“Well—er—if Brother Baxter doesn't
mind, and If you gentlemen wil X
‘use me, I think I witl go upstairs with
Oliver and—uand listen to his prayer”

A little later on, the tall, spare pas
tor sat m

tr {le

the side of young Oliver's
wd and talked In & confiden
tii! whisper

“I*am going

Miver, and |

te tell you something

want you to belleve [t

Nohody on this sarth can foretell the
future All that ralk abeut wour he
nE hung some day is poppycock-—-pure
ponnyecock Pon't you believe a word
of it. | came upstalirs with vou just
for the purpose of telling you this
not really to hear your prayers. Now
don't you feel hetter?

"Yes sir” sald Oliver. *“1 do.”

“What I want you to da. Ollver is to
R0 on-—leading a--er—regular boy's
fe. Do the things that are right and
square, be hopest and fearless--and
no harm will ever come to you Now
iIrn over and go to sleep, there's o
goad boy. ™

And the kind-hearted minister wen!
lownsruirs feel nE that he had given
the poor lad so hing besides the
gallows to think about

- » - - . . -

It 18 not the purpose of the narrator
of this storv to deal at length with the

deeds, exploite, mishaps and sensations

of Oliver October as 8 child He was
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ut after the |

never |

ed for a crime of which he Is /|

ieaves |

sight.

. of his.

The MeLean News, ‘Thursday, Novemoer . .

er, Jane dear.” ; .
| A word In passing about June Sage.

Slender, graceful, slightly  above
medium height, just turning into young
womanhood, she was an extremely
pretty girl

She adored Oliver October. There
had been a time when she was his
sweetheart, but that was ages ago-—
when both of them were young! Now
he was supposed to he enguged to a
girl in the graduating class —and Jane
was going to be an old mald—so the
childish romance was over,

Late in the fall of 1911, young Oli
ver, having passed the aze of twenty
one, packed his bag and trunk, shook
the dust of Rumley from his leet, and

department of a Chicago engineering
and investment concern

him in the Orient for reariy a year and

a half A week before Clhiristmas, 19114
the Rumley Dispatch eame out with
the anneuncement--under a double

head—that Oliver Octobed Baxter was
returning from the Far East, where he
| had been engaged in the most stu
pendous  enterprise ever undertaken
hy American capital.
When he arrived, he was met at the
| depot by a delegation.
; “1 can't believe my eyves—mno, sir, |
eried old Oliver, quaveringly us
“You're back

| ean't.”
he wrung his sen’s hand
alive and sound.™

‘You bet I'm alive,” answered Oliver
O¢tober, laying his arm over the old
man’'s shoulder and patting his back
‘It's migh'y good to see you, and it's
wonderful to be back in the old town
Hello, Unele ' Well, you
see they haven't hung me yet."

“And they uin’t going to if I ean help
It.” rogred Mr. Sikes. pumping Oliver's
arm vigoronsly “Not on your life!
It's all fAxed, Oliver We've got you
the appointment of clty civll engineer
of Rumiey ™

| aguin

again Joe

“Yo eedn’t worry ahout that, ™
the 'l nol aeceept the position™

Mr Baxter brightened. “You won't?
Good for fon fhatl show Joe Sikes
nd Silas Link they ean't run every

Presently they drew up In front of
the Maxter residence. and as they did
S0 &N uncommoniy pretty girl openes

’

‘Hello, ONiver ™ she eried

e 1ar " he shouted back, as
he ran ut steps. “Gee! It's great

e v And my goodness, whst »
big girl you a

He was ! ing her warm, strong
hands n his owt they were looking
slralg! nto euch others eyea

“Yon haven't grovn much.” she sald

accepted a position in the construction !

Early In 1913 he was seat to Chins |
by his company on a mission that kept |

know, dad” broke In young Oliver.
“So, cheer up! F'm pot worrying.”

“Course you're not werrying,” was
his father's sour retort. “You've got
me to fall back on. with a good home
and grub and a darned fine business
to drop into when I'm dead and govne.”

His son could hardly belleve his
ears. He was bewildered, hurt

Sammy gave Oliver a significant
look.

As the twe young men hurried
across the platform with the bage
and bundles, he found opportunity to
say to the new arrival:

“Your father will be In a good hu-
} wor in & minute or two. It's just a
hahit he's fallen Into since you've been
away. | guess it's that infernal gypsy
business. He's as peevish as blazes
a good part of the time.”

ey drove off In Sammy's car while
Oliver plled bls old friend with ques
tions

“Where Is Jane?
denly

“Jane Sage? Oh, she's around
sume as ever. Thing= are a lot easler
for Mr. Sage now. | guess mayhe you
haven't heard about his hrother dying
i out Im Californla and leaving him
quite a bit of money. It looks like a

pretty serious affair between her and

Doe Lansing™

“What's that?
startled

“1 guess it's all happened since you
went away. Doe¢'s only been prac
ticing here since last summer. Fine
feller ™

“I don't seem to remember him " sald
Miver, dully. *“You say she's—er--in
love with him®™

“Looks that way,” sald Sammy, in-
differently. *“He's dead gone on her,
that's sure™

Presently Mr. Baxter cackled.
was in high goed humeor agalin.

“Serepty Grimes just can't walt to
see you," he declared. “You know
she's keeping house for me now. ™

“Aunt Serepta keeping house for
you ™

“Yes. 1 thought that people wounld
he sure to talle If she came over and
lived at my house. But the cussed part
of It is, nobody thinks there's anything
scandaleus about it. There hasn't been
of talk. What the dickens
re you laughing at, Sam?

“1 Inst ran over a hen,” lled Sam
promptly

E . e ® L L @

he asked sud

demanded Ollver,

He

a derned hit

June was well along before Ollver

hegan sericusly to contemplate bring
ng his seif-styied “vacation” to an
end May had bheen glorious Ever

the sinistgr stretehes of Death swamp
across which he looked from the oak

shaded ecltadel

slo Except that you are a man that he would alwave
I t & hoy ™ «call home, were not se repelling as
“That's It he cried  “The differ they had been in days of yere, The
nes ou is that yow're a woman World was beautiful.
nd t & girl” During the first week he spent many
“Come In she said, with a queer happy. care-free hours with Jane Sage
hat she hersel? did not under One evening, lounging on her porch, |
stand he asked her suddeniy: ‘
When he came dewnstairs, aftrer “What sort of a chap is Daoc Lan {
having unpacked his bags and scat- SINg Jane?” |
ere h ontents ull over the room She started, and for a moment her |
e the “company” already as ©Y°S Were fixed intently on his half
Seinbhled As inh have been ex averted face There was an "d"l" star
pected. the guests included Rev., Mr. tled expression in them,
Sage, Mr. Siies and Mr. Link. and “He I8 very nice” she answered, and
ne o der, th ayor of Rumley, they both fell silent.
Mr @ ol Belding. ; An uutomeblle approached along the
“What's this 1 hear™ demanded th tree-lined street, coming to & stop at

atter siernly, as he shook hands with
he voung n Your father's just
been te £ 6% you gon't gocept the
distinguished honor the city of Rum
ey |} conferr ipon you What's
the matter wi [t

The truth of the matter is.” Oliyver
nosw ered serionsiy “1 have other
plans. 'm golng Over There In Feb
ruary with the Canadians. [It's all
swttled I'm to have my old job back
when the war is over™

“But it's not our war!™ ecried Me
Sikes

IU's everyhody's war” spoke young

1y
My

er out of the very denths of his
soul “"We will be in t some day
Oh, I'll come back, never fear. You
see. Uncle Joe I've Just got to pull
through alive and well, 9o that 1 can

be bung when my time comes.”
CHAPTER 111

Home From the War

The war was over Oliver Octoher

Buxter catne through without a
sérateh
In April, 1919 he salled from Brest

and on the tenth of May arrived In
Rumley, discharged from the army,
jobhiess, Om the way home he stoppe!
over in Chicagoe to notify his emnloy
ers that he would he ready to resume
work after & month's much-needed
rest. He was blandly informed that
A% soon us anything turned up they
would be pleased and happy to take
him back Into the concern, but at
present there wasn't a vacancy In

Being a captain in the army and
nsed to plain speaking, he wold the ap
tonished general manager what he
thuu."n of hitn and the whole works
besides, and airily went his way

This time there was no Jdelegation
at the station to meet him. His father
and Sammy Parr were walting for
him when the train pulled in

Old Oltver eyed his son narrowly. |

“What's this | hear ahout them not

taklug vou back on your old Job? he

demanded. He extended his hand,
which young Oliver gripped ia both

the front gate.

“Hulle " execlaimed Ollver
comes the gentleman himself,

“tood evening, Jane” sald young
Lansing as he came up to the steps
“How ure you, Captain Baxter? Won
derful night, tsn’t it?

‘Wonderful,” said Oliver, who wasn't
thinking ut all of the physical aspects
of the night.

"wenty minutes later he looked at,
his wrist,wateh, uttered an exclams
tion. and sprang to his feet.

“1 must be going Jane,” he sald He
took himself off in well-simulated haste
As he strode off down the street he
was conscious of an extremely uncom
fortable feeling that they were glad to
bhe rid of him. A queer lttle chill of
dismay struck in apon him. For a mo
ment he felt utterly desolate and he
wildered. He felt lost. Why, It meun
that he and Jane couldn't be playmates
or chums any longer

Four dass later Jane met him face

“Here

to fuce ‘In the street, and looking
straight into his eyes, asked:
“What is the matter, Oliver?! What

have | done?

“one?™

“Don’t be stupid.  Have 1 offended
yon? Why haven't you been up to see
me?™

He decided to he quite frank shout
It “See here, Jgno. we've always heen
pals. 1 don't know exactly how things
“tund with you and Lansing. But
while I'm not a sultor, it's only fair
and square of me to keep out of the "
Mlln free. joyous laugh Interrupted

m.

“Oh, you don't know how relieved |
am.” she eried  “So that's the expla-
nation, 1s 1t? You wanted to give me
every chance In the world to cateh &
besu—and to keep him. It's awfully
kind of you, Oliver, but It's also very |
stily. Don’t let me find you staying !
EWRY again'™

And so June drew toward an end
with Jane and Oliver back on the old
footing-—not quite the same as before
owing to the latter's secret conviction
that he was playing hob with the doc
tor's peace of

“Oh, Pm not down and out, vou

-

PO s

“Don't pay any attéhtion to him,
Oliver,” begged Serepta. “He's cranky
that's all. He don't mean what
suyn It would break his heart if you
were to get wad und go off and leave

hien."
CHAPTER IV
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A Mysterious Disappearance

Shortly before 8 o'clock on the ufrer-
noon of June 28, the day before Oliver
October was to leave for Chicago and
a new position, old Oliver Baxter
stepped into the bank at the corner of
Clay and Pershing streets and drew
ont $8.500 in currency. He gave no
reusun te the teller or to the cashier
for the withdrawal of so large an
amount in cash

Oliver Oetober, 10 or 18 minutes late
for supper that evening, found his
tather in a surprisingly aminble frame
of mind, but Mr. Baxter's good humor

[

REAL DRAY
SERVICE

We excell
we have more experience

better equipment, 80 our cus-

toaners say.

in service beeause

o,

and Sdldering Done

All Work Guaran tead

did not endure. He revived a dispute

McLean Vuleanizing s
Kunkel Bros. J o B v B
"1 a
T —— '

they had had in the store earller in the
day. The old man had that day offered
him an interest |u the business |f he
wenld remain In Rumley. Oliver was
grateful, but he declined the offer, say
ing he bad a profession In which Ne
wanted to make good. !

Mr. Baxter's reversion to the subject
came when Oliver, looking at his
watch, announced that he must be run
ning along, as he was due over at the
Suges to say good-by to* Jane and her
father.

“Well, I'll walk part of the way with
you,” said his father crossly, “I'd llke
to see If 1 ean't coax you to change

BLACKSMITHING

We are prepared to do your
blacksmith, wagon and wood-

work promptly, at reasonable !

prices.

trial.

Give us a

McLEAN BLACKSMITH SHOP

CHAS. EUDY, Prop.

p..d e ‘;
Riley Scott ha, reneweq by ™

y

r

Station

Sudden Service

Floyd Phillips, Mg,

your mind about coming into the store - 2 i J
If vou don’t mind, we'll take the lower S —
road along the swamp, It's a short S O o s 2
cut for you-—saves you & quarter of a @ —
mile or more.”
A few minutes before 9 o'clock Ol 4 LIFE lNSURAl'CE
ver October appeared at the home of
Rev. Mr. Sage, somewhat out of breath FARM AND RANCH LOANS
and visibly agitated
“Fm awfully sorry to be so late,” he LANDS FOR SALE
apologized. “Father and I had a long
nd trying confab and I--1 uldn’t .
R 52 . -'j : : ‘ e Improved farms or unimproved raw land suitable for farm
get away. God knows | hate to say It Saan : 2 R riced i :
but I'm glad I'm going tomerrow.” :"_ ':‘“ -larm purposes. casonably P wi attractive
“No, you shouldo't say It, Oliver” s
siuld Mr. Sage. “Poor man, he Is really
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LS 1ED CROSS

CROSS YEAR
A RELIEF RECORD
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| during working hours.”

: Rt o ol R M BETS an' makey ng
I When ma js sick, she pegs awny, ru'-q.m;.....,,&,_
say. glad.

She on a-doin' things, '
An’ o?:u::ulwgho. ‘or even sings | When ma s sick
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Congress. town was buying space, by the merican letters? Was Harry's mother only ™ P l i The
e ition Pri simple method of putting each man's o (uning' precautions that any Wwo- L °h° eum Co. F will 1
bser rice ! . g . 4 s : is
bR $1.50 :dmm“(‘i;:“n ':xs the ptap\t v;"us dpau msAsTERS DROP IN ‘925 man should take, or w:::"he; dnuzl' EAT HERE C. J. CASH, Agent l"’:
! IS A S = o ey semmeErt of. en it came to a showdown, , ¢ ‘ial ender and 86 rack.
: T R R T : wr-in-law a spec == ; 101
i Thres ionthe e B B tPssg s gy bt Fire to Earthquake as such especially sensitive on the Day Phone Night Phene -
S T 2l If a thing is good, everyone Ranged From Fire bicet? We leave that to our When vou are hungry, think e y g
iR 24 Aot , ; biect ! - 5 ———
i o : 5 hot ave a chance ¢ ’ : i i g 'y T g 4
H B f Four issues make an advertising |~ "¢ kl"'l‘ : ’”mr‘d ) r"' ‘lyrl and Covered Wide Area at | readors to settle. Thi is the story | of the Texas Onfe. We serve — s
(35509 f month. When five issues occur in| “:p”“ a“r_". .:, '::m‘.':‘ h::"l;‘mn E Home and Abroad. |as the Argonaut reports it: * good food in record time, day u‘u’. c.t‘ : eourt
the calendar month, extra charge » ; v {( tl i d'n : : R “Harry, dear!” exclaimed ‘:Ll«l- aid alub, l istot
W ade for the extr ition. | SHOWed 1O 26 PUS “OVEr. e pud- frs. Simpson to her husband. *“ W e . <
ke oy | licity committee can handle both  Virtual completion of the largest ;“r- bI:';n( d-dreadfully insulted!” claim for i:
: | sides to the satisfaction of every- peace-time project of post-disaster re- .:le m?d' By whom?" Th T C f - w ek g Daatugy
Vulgarity and profanity never one, if it is insisted that every habilitation ever known has been ac % -;)l- € u m.othor Wahaniins fhd e exas are caused by . y
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g « charging for excess water at the hath a form of water sports, bie  Another sigunificant feature of !
ko thousand rate. There is nd justice (2 t ;:e ;n-(.ur;‘encal. as noted in the re Dates made at News office !
.;» in charging the rate per thonsand Blackleg ageressin, 12¢ per dose, 'A-‘. \»v.()‘.[jl.l; ::“S’m:;.";:‘t?ec:mmp( or call me colleet. i
g : % ; : apters !
for an excess of 20 or 30 gallons ut Shell's. Advertisement lc¢ Cipanized emergency rellef before | A .

each month. Every town we know
‘of reads water meters on the even
thousand gallons, which gives the
customer every gallon he pays for.
It should be so in McLean.

) AR R R L)

An advertising scheme was of-
fered in Mclean lately that had
some

approached
get the sanction of the

merit, but when The News
, we asked the pro-

Lelp could be received from outside

Groceries are cheaper at Puyckett's tources A direct effect of thelr ex

Cash Store. wdvertisement tfe ample has been to stimulate disaster
ik :.'_‘ ‘1"9"';"‘“:" among chapters

; o e country.

M's to your interest to use Mich- ry

The services of the American Red

igan salt to cure your ment. Get Cross are performed invariably in the
it ot the Feed Store. Advertise- name of the American people. On the
ment. tfe effoctiveness of this representation

| during the past year, #t will launch
, the ninth annual roll call this year
! N

When pa is sick he's scared to death :";mn:nm"-i: Ion-u' - :ul:“l:::(l

An' ma an us just hold our breath. which su Seanl

He erawls in bed and puffs and will uhm lo!:?:: i
grunts

Afnd does all kinds of crazy st

, He wants the doctor, an’ mighty

quick,

WHEN PA I8 SICK

woman and child

E..Y“mhn qmmw
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i . Staruiin g menits are strength, dure b
The New Rernington Partable bty spend, & mplicity f 9%
 built 1o supply every roquires  tion, ocor plete visibility of writng.
ment of porsonal service. it i the and nopoanng tesuty of work

And most compact porte. (511 1 e 1ot U show you e
Mo machine with standard key. maehine O-aitemonstraton ¥l
Suard. Complete in every feature,  oom: ce you thot n geosrsl o
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Kittens to Play Shamrock

The Mclean high school Kittens
| will play the Shamrock high sehool
giris Friday night, Nov. 18, g3t Sham
rock. The Kitteeg are 'n good con-
dition and are boping to wir the
Athough the Kittems have

f pet beenm poBcticing va on mdour
sourt, they sre exparag to be
E yitorious. A large er wl of ont.

ers is expected 1o atirad the game

El  Dudoso

g} Dudoso enjoyed a pleasant
time st the home of Miss Floye
Rowe last meeling might The
guests were entertained with wvar.

and a Spanish fandango
i¢ Ray Caa

jogs games,
diss Jame «d i

;ZL Refreshments of tamales and
crackers were served to the mem.

pers and a few imvited guests.
- - - .

Game with Whee'sr Ve ay

Oaing 10 the heavy rains and the
disagreesvle weather amt Friday,
the game which was 1o have been
played with Wheelet was postponed.

This game will be phayed Friday,
Nov. 13th. .

Wheeler defeated Niclean some
time ago on their home grid, and
it is wp to the Tigers to defeat
them with a8 wvengeance here Fri-

day. The team is Wworking togeth-
er now and practicing hard - for a
thonce to show Wheeler that thej

were really locky to have been able
to wore on the Tigers in the pre-
vious game.

The pep squad met last Thurs-
dzy night and showed more real
loialty and more enthusiasm than

they have displayed ahis year. Some
lively yells were given and a few
songs practiced. The meeting was
potable for its pep speeches. A

the foothall squad and many of
the wisitors made speeches that
showe! that everyone was going o

do his best to win the game, wheth-

er he wvas actually playing or on
th: sidelime.

This same spint will be ex-
oressed Friday. Come to the game
and support us with your presence
ind youf Tyoite an we will prom-
ise you wictory.

. . - ©
Sophemore Class Organized

The Sophomore class has been =0
V:; with their stodies that they
have pot had the opportunity of
o ganizing umiil las Aoed The
foliowing o ivers were elecied:

President—S. A. wins Jr

Vice pnm—»f in Shell

Secretary—Clara Andersofl.

Treasurer—John B. Rice. é

ell Jeaders—Elton Johnston and

Ecatrice Cash.

Pianist—Floye Landers

Reporter—Mildred Landers.

Seargant at arms —Glenn Wolfe

Chairwman of socia] commitiee—
Frances Noel.

s jear of good work
ned umder the leadership of these
offizers and their teachers.

v » - -
Pep Meeting

A pep meeting was held Toes-

dsy ni_ht at the school wuditorium

is plan-

at sevem o'clock.

As the vell leaders were not
present, the following were &p-
pointed to carry on the meelng:

LeRoy Landers, Lens Sparks, M
Blsir and Mr. Ratterree. Several
peppy yelis were given, after which
sOme SOngs Were sung.

Everyone seemed to be foll of
pep and showed the Tigers taey
were beh'nd them, whether they
win or jose.
. . P

Clark was seen in fromt of

. o 5

the school building Monday morn-
ing trying to crank his car. Oran
Rabinson, who was passing by at

asked: “What are YW

mat have had ™

- .
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Cold

The best thing to keep out the cold

ather Helps

weather is to use metal laths and stucco
your residence. Not only does it con-

serve coal, but it is a permanent invest
ment in appearance as well. The neces-
sity of painting the building every few
vears is done away with. Get our fig-
ures on the cost of this work.

We have a few heating stoves that can
be bought worth the money.

Think of us when vou need anything
in the hardware and builders line.

Western Lumber &
Hardware Company

H. F. WINGO, Manager

our recommendation.

Pickles

Pickles in bulk, keg and bottles. This
is the time of year when good pickles can
be appreciated. We have them in both
sour and sweet. Whatever your hﬂnh
pickles, you will find them here.

mnnnnnno e LU L L L e L L L T

McLean
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you earth for home in Haskell in a coffin, Scan & o et v W e o

on
’ b ‘some other purpose than to criti- your duilies and see how many 870 of the valley discussed fake adver-
real financial condition at least once | pyo.'oy  Advertisement l¢  |clse the papers for always getting dissbled every day “:pu&’:; In tising, accorioy to the MeAllen .o

B & year, and thera is only one way things wrong.—Pampa News. disabled as to handic the
f . to determine accucately our financial : after life. There are hundreds of Momtor. : 4 & “I'm sorry,” veplied the by,
bt - ADVERTISING PAYS FARMER : : 1| There is much sid & nt ‘but while 1T was shavin
! vondition and that s to take inven- LADYLIKE GECMETRY other splendid games in which a mount of Money faten from the bk egou i h:" I talkeq
tory. The inventory should usually —— umsl | may take part that give vigorous pcople in the <aly of oil stocks, but :"‘ =y shampoo, hair cut and Vollll

e be taken the last of the year. A| Why advertise? Advertising has  , . ion line js the short- exercise, with a N et W

detailed list of all property should assumed tremendous proportions in est distance between two millinery  life or s G
batty over football,

the sums of which peopl: of the
nation have been defrauded by var- ! = RGERR s
ev.

be made and a fair valuation put| the affairs of the city business man. ,penings. college goes us fake promotion schemes is but
on each item. The land, livestock, It is estimated that one billion dol-| 2 (A straight line determined by some dozen or two voys get all the 0 ‘“ te'le compared to the amount w“
implements, tools, harness, teams, l‘x.Lrs lis spchc annually for commer- two bargain tables is considered as advantages o.f ph)_stca‘l training am: the businoss men of the naticn have Paul—*T tried to steal a kiss 4 M
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k ' and 'liﬂ)im‘it‘_s compared with the them have not learned is that ad- points of which have been neglected passed a ruling prohibiting  car . l '..i: ..‘rei-. that may not —— w‘lv\' J (
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