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WWII veterans

to be parade marshals

PAMPA — I'he Top
O'Texas Rodeo association
is honoring all Pampa-area
World War 1l veterans by
asking them to be parade
marshals ot the annual
rodeo parade to be held
Saturday, Julv 14, 2001.

I'he rodeo association s
playing special tribute to
the WWII veterans as they
honor their dedication and
commitment in their service
to their country, said Jane
Jacobs ot the rodeo oftice.

All World War Il veterans
desiring to be a grand mar-
shal are llrgcd to contact the
Top O Texas Rodeo
Association oftice so that
spm‘ml lransportatinn may
be arranged tor the parade.
Names ot all participants
should be in the rodeo oftice
by July 1.

For additional intorma-
tion, contact the rodeo ottice
at 669-0434.

Ship channel work
to be costly project
HOUSTON (ADP) —
Restoring the depth ot the
Houston Shlp Channel near
the port’s docks will account
tor the bulk ot $2.4 million in
cleanup costs in the wake ot
Iropical Storm Allison.
l"w storm’s waters tlushed
silt into the channel, decreas-
ing its depth.

« W.C. Groves, 87, retired
Pioneer Gas Co. employee.

* Bernardita Rodriguez, 64,
retired Citizens Bank and
Irust teller.
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Fireworks
show July 4

City event to be
at Recreation Park

By KATE B. DICKSON
Associate Publisher

Families and friends will gather once
again the night of July 4th to enjoy the
popular fireworks show hosted by the
City of Pampa at Recreation Park.

Bill Hildebrandt, community develop-
ment director, said city workers and the
fireworks contractor will spend the better
part of the day setting up for the show
that will start about 9:40 p.m. once pan-
handle skies are dark.

Those watching are urged to bring lawn
chairs, blankets and non-alcoholic bever-
ages to make the experience more enjoy-
able.

Hildebrandt said any organization that
wants to have tood or beverage sales may
do so without a permit required.

Western Enterprises, an Oklahoma com-
panv, will once again provide the tire-
works that are fired individually using,
highway satety tlares, said Hildebrandt.
Each tireworks display is encased in a
mortar box but tor added satety the box is
placed in trenches that have been dug by
city workers.

PISD trustees
to fill vacancy

Salary schedule adoption on tap

Some of the “shot boxes” may contain
as many as 100-to-200 rockets tused
together which will give the audience “a
whole bunch of light and sound,”
Hildebrandt said. The cost of the show is
$5,500.

On hand from start to finish will be fire-
fighters from the Pampa Fire Department
who will wet down the area to reduce fire
danger and put out any small fires that
may be sparked by the tireworks, he said.

It was noted by Hildebrandt that the
tireworks at the park “are the only legal
tireworks on city property or in the city ot
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Firm sues county,

others over failure

to pay drug claims

By NANCY YOUNG
Managing Editor

Gray County is among 41 public enti-
ties being sued tor three-quarters of a
million dollars because of West Texas
Rural Counties Association not paying
medical claims.

Local attorney Ken Fields is represent-
ng the county in the matter and received
a copy of the lawsuit Monday. It was tiled
by TDI Managed Care Services, Inc., who
does business as Eckerd Hv.\llh Services.

I'he suit was tiled tor the collection of a
note executed by WTRCA on January 12,
2000. '

Fields said Eckerd had an agreement
with WTRCA to turnish prescriptions to
the entities” members. He said all mem-
bers of the organization were sued on the
theory that they were jointly and several-

Commissioners Court changed the coun-
ty employee health plan to Insurance
Management Systems in January, 2000.

Fields said an answer to the lawsuit

filed in the Northern District of Texas
Amarillo Division on June 11 must be
filed by August 17.
" The WTRCA was composed of not only
counties, but also appraisals, cities, hos-
pital districts, school districts, water con-
servation districts and other public enti-
ties.

Others in the area named in the lawsuit
who were members of WTRCA include,
Hemphill County Appraisal District,
McLean Independent School District,
Wheeler County, Wheeler County
Central Appraisal District, Wheeler
Independent School District, Lipscomb
County, and City of Wellington. The
school, city and hospital in Shamrock

Pampa.” lv liable.
And for those who think they’ll shoot
tireworks along county roads, that's ille-
gal, too, he said.
“The best and satest thing to do is come
out to Recreation Park and enjoy a re d”\
big, loud show,” Hildebrandt said. P‘”d l‘,\'

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

Landscaping work is under

Pampa Independent School
District Board of Trustees will

appoint a school board member gerve out the term until
2002
should contact PISD
Superintendent
Dawson Orr or Board
President Lee Porter.

to serve out the uncxpirod term the
ot Pat Kennedy during a special
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday
night.

The position was vacated last
week with the resignation ot
Kennedy who was a member ot

Anyone wishing to | MY

Lovett Memorial
Library, part ot a five-year
plan to renew the grounds
surrounding  the  public
building at 111 N. Houston.
Dr At the May meeting of the
: Friends of the Library, mem-
bers agreed to sponsor a
landscaping project to com-

election

the PISD Board of Trustees tor

eight years. Kennedy resigned as she has assumed the position ot
re gmnal director of Moms In Touch International.
Kennedy said she will be working with schools throughout the
Panhandle and there is a policy in the MITI organization which will
not allow her to be on the board of trustees while serving in the posi-

tion.

Anyone wishing to serve out the term until the 2002 election
Dawson Orr or Board

should contact PISD Superintendent Dr.
President Lee Porter.

Also on the agenda is adoption of salary schedules tor all school
district personnel and Texas Association ot School Board Workers’
Compensation Selt-Insurance Fund Interlocal Agreement.

[he trustees will consider capital expenditures tor a possible mid-
dle school masonry and district HVAC project as well as amend a
local policy on compensation and benetits relating to tringe benefits.

Persannel positions will be considered in executive session.

A budget workshop tor the 2001-2002 school year will also be con-

ducted.

Quite frankly. .. What is PEDC doing for Pampa?

"I think PEDC
acronym for
Evidently
Care."

—Bobby Jewett

IS an
Pampa
Doesn't

pliment the city library’s
recent building renovation,
said Anne Stobbe, library
director.

by Friends ot the Library pro-
ceeds trom the annual book
sale and membership dues,
as well as local grants and cit-
izen donations, she said.
Overseeing, the project is
the Friends’ landscape com-
mittee headed by Vera Plunk
Other committee members

Gray County joined with several other
public entities a few years ago in provid-
ing medical insurance for ti:n
ces. Atter numerous cmpln\ ees had prob-
lems in having their insurance claims

WTRCA,

Landscapmg project will
spruce up library’s grounds

The project will be funded §

were all named in the suit.

eir employ-

Gray County date.

Kathleen Miller,
was named individually as a defendant
in the suit.

Fields said he hopes to be able to
resolve the matter before the Aug. 17

director of WTRCA,

include Dwight Fiveash, Ed
Marshall, Dovye Massie, Fave
| Nichols, and Jimmy King.

(See LIBRARY, Page 3)

Ramon Alvarado of A&T Yard Service climbs high to trim a tree
at Lovett Memorial Library, 111 N. Houston, early today.

(Pampa News photo by Dee Dee Laramore)

"Nothing as far as | "I think they are increas-
know."

— Jackie Marshall

ing the awareness of
Pampa citizens and
prospective businesses
that they are working to
improve our economy."
— Jeff Williams

"I don't know much
about PEDC. Maybe
they should put out a
publication ... with crite-
ria about their structure
and functions.

— Donna Hathcoat

This is the last in a series of questions recent Quite
Frankly respondents said the wanted to see asked.

"The PEDC seems to
have a conflict of inter-
est in its board members.
not wanting businesses
coming in that are in
competition with theirs."

— James Stone

Tri-State Seniors Golf Tournament July 22- 26.

For more information call Pampa Chamber @ 669-3241
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Services tomorrow

Daily Record

Police report

GROVES, W.( Graveside services,
Memorial Park Cemetery, Amanllo

RODRIGUEZ, Bernardita Vigil services, 7
p-m., Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors
Colonial Chapel, Pampa

WATSON, O. Mane Graveside
p.m., Fort Bliss National Cemetery, El Paso

10 a.m

services, 2

Obituaries

W.C. GROVES

AMARILLO W.C. “Bill” Groves, 87, died
Saturday, June 24, 2001, at Shamrock. Graveside
services will be at 10 am. Wednesday in
Memorial Park Cemetery with the Rev. George
Groves officiating. Arrangements are under the
direction of Memorial Park Funeral Home of
Amarillo.

Mr. Groves retired trom Pioneer Gas Co. in
Fritch after 26 years ot service and was a U.S.
Navy veteran, serving during World War Il

Survivors include a brother, George H. Groves
of Grand Prairie; and a sister, Gaye Clark ot
Shamrock.

BERNARDITA RODRIGUEZ

Bernardita Rodriguez, 64, of Pampa, died
Monday, June 25, 2001, at Amarillo. Vigil services
will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday in Carmichael-
Whatley Colonial Chapel with Pas Silva officiat-
ing. Mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Thursday
in St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church with the
Rev. Francisco Perez, associate pastor, otticiating.
Bunal will be in Memory Gardens Cemetery
under the direction of Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors of Pampa

Mrs. Rodriguez was born Sept. 3, 1936, at
Stanley, N.M. She had been a Pampa resident for
the past 36 years and was a bank teller with
Citizens Bank and Trust, retiring in 1995.

She was a hospice volunteer and a member ot
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church and of St.
Vincent’s Ladies Council.

Survivors include her husband, Everardo
Rodriguez, of the home; two sons, Shaun
Rodriguez of Pampa and John Rodriguez of
Midlothian; three brothers, Carlos Herrera of
Silver City, N.M., Juan Herrera ot Belen, N.M,,
and Joe Herrera of Santa Fe, N.M.; three sisters,
Helen Ortero ot Albuquerque, N.M., Lita Finch
of Grants, N.M., and Lalla Bustamonte ot Milan,
N.M.; and ftive grandchildren

The tamily requests memorials be to BSA
Hospice, P.O. Box 950, Amarillo, TX 79176; or to
St. Vincent's Ladies Council, 810 W. 23rd, Pampa,
TX 79065

Carson Co. Sheriff

Carson County Sherift’s Oftice n*purt(-d the
tollowing arrests during the week of June 18-24.
June 18-24

Clint Walker, 34, Panhandle, was arrested for
fnr;,vr\ of a financial instrument.

Michelle Luster, 28, Pampa, was arrested on a
commitment for possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

Tessa Whitley, 23, of Amarillo was arrested on
a revocation of probation for possession ot a con-
trolled substance.

Charles Rhodes, 40, Cleburne, was arrested on
a revocation of probation for possession of a con-
trolled substance

Ramona Weaver, 25, Panhandle, was arrested
on theft by check warrants out of Carson County
and Hutchinson County

Antonio Galindo, 37, Del Rio, was arrested for
driving while intoxicated.

Alfredo Rodriguez, 30, was arrested for public
itoxication

Kimberly Dear, 30,
while intoxicated

Derrick Lucero, 18, of Borger was arrested on
Hutchinson County traffic warrants

Zach Irvin, 17, of Panhandle was arrested for
burglary of habitation

was arrested for driving

Ambulance

Rural/Metro made the following calls during
the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today
Monday, June 25

8:37 a.m. - A mobile ICU responded to PRMC
tor a patient transport to Baptist St Anthony
West

12:05 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to PRMC
for a patient transport to Bd}‘ll\t St. Anthony
West

201 p.m A mobile ICU responded to an
Amarillo hospital and transported one to PRMC.

4:02 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 1900
block of Lynn and transported one to PRMC.

4:12 p.m A mobile ICU responded to East
Highway 60 and transported one to PRMC.

9:44 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 2600
block of North Hobart; no transport

Tuesday, June 26

6:53 a.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 1400

block of West Somerville and transported one to

PRMC.

Sheriff's Office

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing arrests and incidents during the 24-hour peri-
od ending at 7 a.m. today.

Monday, June 25

Stephen Daryl Buchanan, 46, 113 S. Dwight,
was arrested in the 600 block of Frederic on war-
rants tor tailure to appear and speeding.

Steven Ferguson, 34, 2224 Christine, was arrest-
ed in the 400 block of North Somerville for pub-
lic intoxication and criminal trespass.

Crnminal trespass and public intoxication was
reported in the 400 block of North Somerville.

Thett under $50 was reported in the 500 block
of North Sumner. Tiki torches valued at $10 each
were reported stolen.

Thett of a glass jar containing change valued at
$50 to $60 was reported taken from the 2800
block of North Perryton Parkway.

A representative of Allsup’s, 1025 W. Wilks,
reported theft of $5 of unleaded gas.

A debit card, credit card and $125 was reported
taken from a wallet in the glove box of a car at an
unknown location in Pampa sometime between
11 p.m,, June 22, and 12:30 a.m., June 23.

Police received information concerning domes-
tic violence in the 2600 block of North Hobart.

Criminal mischief was reported in the 2200
block ot Duncan. Someone threw beer bottles at a
1969 Camaro causing approximately $8,000 dam-
age to the vehicle.

A representative of Bell Mart, 1020 E. Frederic,
reported theft of $13.55 of gasoline.

A runaway was reported in the 1000 block of
Varnon Drive.

Burglary of a garage was rt'portcd in the 900
block of Twiford. A pair of automobile ramps val-
ued at $75 were taken in the burglary. The ramps
have been recovered. Charges are pending.

Burglary of a business was reported in the 800
block of South Cuyler. Someone entered the busi-
ness sometime between 3 p.m., June 24, and 6:20
a.m., June 25, and took several tools, value not
given. Investigation is continuing

Theft of clothes valued at $60 was reported in
the 700 block of Scott.

Domestic assault without injuries was reported
in the 300 block of West Brown.

A representative of Allsup’s, 1025 W. Wilks,
reported forgery on April 10 in the 300 block of

North Hobart.

Burglary of a motor vehicle was reported in the
400 block of West Brown. Someone broke into a
pickup sometime between 9:15 p.m. and 9:45
p.m., June 24, and took $800 in cash, a purse val-
ued at $25 and six credit cards. Total loss was esti-
mated at $1,010.

Tuesday, June 26

Edd Garden Drew, 43, 1023 S. Love, was arrest-
ed in the 1000 block of Huff Road for failure to
identify and warrants for no driver’s license, fail-
ure to appear and no proof of insurance.

Heather Hgiskell, 20, 723 W. Kingsmill, was
arrested in the 100 block of North Starkweather
for possession of drug paraphernalia and on war-
rants for failure to appear, ran stop sign.

Shawn Lee Weatherford, 30, 1101 S. Christy,
was arrested in the 1100 block of South Christy
on warrants for expired motor vehicle inspection,
expired registration, no seat belt, no proof of
insurance, standing on roadway and failure to
dpp< ar.

Failure to ld(‘ntlf\ was reported in the 1000
block of Huff Road.

Possession of drug paraphernalia was reported
in the 100 block of North Starkweather.

Fires

Pampa Fire Department responded to the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

Monday, June 25
4:15 p.m. - One unit and three firefighters
responded to a medical assist at the Top O" Texas
Rodeo Arena.
7:44 p.m. One unit and two firefighters
responded to a leaking gas meter in the 1000
block of Neel Road

Stocks

. Ihe tollowing grain quotations are
provided by Attebury Grain of Pampa

Columbia/HCA
Enron
Halliburton
Wheat 267 KMI
Milo 276 Kerr McGee
Com yog  Limited
Sovbear 171 McDonald's
Exxon Mobil
New Atmos up 0.19
XCEIL dn0.13
NOI d up 0.55
OKF up 0.04
27.70 N( Penney's dn 0.74
Phillips up 0.33
110.78 Pioneer Nat dn 003
1863 SLB up 0.28
Tenneco up 0.05
Texaco dn 020
Ultramar dn 0.06
Wal-Mart dn 0.06
Williams up 0.09

up 035§
dn 056
up 0.69
up 0.04
dn 0.19
dn 004
up 0.02
up 0.29

The following show the prices for

which these mutual funds were nd at

the time of compilation

Ocardental
Fidehity Mageln

Puntan

The following 9:30 am. N.Y. Stock
Market quotations are furnished by
Edward Jones & Co. of Pampa
BP Amoco 5270  dn 046
Celanese 2200  dn0.12
Cabot 1594 dn 004
Cabot O&G 2499 uwp024
Chevron 94 95 NC
Coca-Cola Al43 dn 0.16

New York Gold 27395
Silver 432
West Texas Crude 2725

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing incidents during the 24-hour period end-
ing at 7 a.m. today

Saturday, June 23

A representative of Taylor Petroleum,
West, reported a gas drive-off.

Sunday, June 24

Burglary of a vehicle was reported in the 2200

U.S. 60

block of Lea. The victim flagged down a sheriff’s
deputy and reported $253 had been stolen from
his vehicle.
Monday, June 25

Theft over $50 and under $500 was reported on
fenced land at County Road 6 and G 1/2
Someone removed parts valued at $380 from a
vehicle without the owner’s permission.

Texas news briefs ...

Execution set for man condemned

for killing San Antonio guard

HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) — Miguel
Richardson was so fond of the lead character in a
1970s book about a Harlem, N.Y., pimp that he not
only shared the same occupation but also adopted
the guy’s name: Silky.

Accompanied by three of his prostitutes, two 17
years old and one 16, Silky Richardson set up shop
at a San Antonio Holiday Inn where he spotted
and coveted the expensive jewelry worn by a
woman staying in a room across the hall.

Security guards caught Richardson — dressed
as a woman — trying to break into the woman’s
room. While being escorted down a stairwell, the
two unarmed guards were shot to death.

That was nearly 20 years ago, on Sept. 16, 1981.
On Tuesday evening, Richardson was set to be
executed — two weeks short of his 47th birthday
— for the murder of John Ebbert, one of the two
slain guards.

He would be the ninth convicted killer to receive
lethal injection this year in Texas, where a record
40 were put to death last year.

Custody hearing set for girl

found in closet and her siblings

DALLAS (AP) — The future of an 8-year-old girl
who was locked in a closet and sev vrcl\ malnour-
ished could be decided by a Dallas County judge
who is also reviewing the cases of her five \Iblln}w\

A custody hearing scheduled Tuesday morning
before Judge Cheryl Lee Shannon was expected to
decide whether the Slblln}j\ of Lauren Calhoun
should be placed with relatives or left in foster
homes under the custody of Child Protective
Services.

Meanwhile, an East Texas couple who tried to
adopt Lauren when she was born but lost custody
when the birth mother changed her mind and
wanted the baby back, planned to again seek cus-
tody of Lauren during the hearing.

Lauren was locked in a closet for months and
weighed only 25 pounds when she was rescued
earlier this month from her home in Hutchins,
located south of Dallas.

Authorities said she was imprisoned in a urine-
and feces-contaminated closet for at least four
months in Atkinson’s home. Police also are inves-
tigating evidence that the girl was sexually
abused.

Barbara Atkinson and Lauren’s stepfather,
Kenneth Ray Atkinson, were arrested last week on
charges of injury to a child, a felony that carries a
vm\un term from five to 99 years.

Both remain at the Dallas County Jail and were
not expected to attend the hearing.

Bush to intervene in American’s

dispute with flight attendant

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bush says he
will block a possible strike by American Airlines
flight attendants if their union can’t negotiation a
new contract with the parent company.

An existing 30-day cooling off period imposed
under the Railway Labor Act expires June 30,
leaving the posslblllt\ of a strike by the American
flight attendants if no White House action is
taken.

“The president is concerned that a major airline
strike could threaten the economy,” said White
House spokesman Ari Fleischer. “He also wants
to assure the flying public that they can enjoy the
upcoming Fourth of July holiday without fear
that their travel plans will be disrupted by a strike
at American Airlines.”

Fleischer said Bush will create an emergency
board on June 30 if no settlement is reached — a
move that automatically begins a further 60-day
“cooling-off” period, during which a strike
would be illegal.

Under labor law, the board is directed to begin
an investigation into the dispute and offer a non-
binding settlement plan within the 60 days.

The American flight attendants have been
working without a new contract for more than
two years, complaining of poor pay and work
conditions.

Key West journalist arrested for
publishing article about police

Heavy rainfall causes street flooding i

EL PASO, Texas (AP) — Power was knocked out
on some West Texas streets and homes were flood-
ed as a severe storm system moved through the

city, but no injuries were reported Tuesday morn-
ing.

Parts of El Paso got nearly half the city’s annual
rainfall in the span of a few hours late Monday
night, the National Weather Service said.

Parts of El Paso, which averages 8.81 inches of
rainfall a year, were hit with more than 3 inches of

rain in about an hour and a half, National Weather

Service forecaster Tom Bird said.

The heavy rainfall was focused in western parts

of the city, which received as much as 2 1/2 inch-

es, and northeast El Paso, which got as much as 3

1/4 inches.

“Northeast and west El Paso seem the hardest
hit,” said Sgt. Al Velarde of the El Paso Police
Department.

The deluge flooded streets and homes, and
some people had to be rescued from their vehicles,
Bird said. He said the thunderstorms could rede-
velop on Tuesday.

Michigan affirmative action

scrutinized after Texas review

DETROIT (AP) — Though the U.S. Supreme
Court let stand a ruling that led-Texas to abandon
a race-based admissions policy at its colleges and
universities, it may not be the court’s last word on
the subject.

Two separate appeals winding their way
through the courts involve University of Michigan
policies that consider race when evaluating appli-
cants to its undergraduate and law schools.

Some experts believe Michigan’s debate is head-
ed to the high court.

On Monday, the nation’s highest court declined
to hear Texas’ appeal to a 1996 ruling that its law
school affirmative action program discriminated
against whites.

The Michigan cases offer “very well-written
opinions going in different directions, which
always helps,” said Doug Kmiec, dean of the

Catholic University of America law school.

In March, U.S. District Judge Bernard Friedman
struck down the Michigan law school’s affirma-
tive action policy saying the admissions criteria
were not clearly defined and relied too heavily on
race. The umverslt\ is continuing to use the policy
pending appeals.

Friedman’s ruling contradicted that of U.S.
District Judge Patrick Duggan, who in December
affirmed Michigan’s undergraduate admissions
standards, in place since 1999. Duggan ruled that
diversity on a public college campus is a com-
pelling state interest and a valid admissions crite-
rion.

FBI joins search for gunmen

BROWNSVILLE, Texas (AP) — The search for a
group of gunmen who kidnapped a couple and
shot at a police station in Matamoros, Mexico, has
intensified with the FBI confirming that it will aid
in the investigation.

The FBI joined the search at the request of
Tamaulipas State Police the day,after heavily
armed inmates. pulled a daring dayln;,ht jailbreak
at the state police building, said Rosalie Savage, an
FBI spokeswoman in McAllen.

But Savage said the FBI’s role in the case is lim-
ited.

“So far, we have increased our presence at inter-
national bridges and we have sent out an alert (to
other agencies) at those points of entry,” Savage
said, adding that no more information could be
given for fear of jeopardizing the investigation.

She said Mexican authorities asked for the
increased presence at the ports because they fear
the gunman could flee to the United States.

Mexican authorities, however, said they think
the FBI’s interest in the case cpuld stem from the
possible involvement of Osiel Cardenas Guillen,
presumed leader of the infamous Gulf Drug
Cartel.

According to the FBI, Cardenas climbed to the
cartel’s top post after Juan Garcia Abrego was sen-
tenced in 1996 in Houston to 11 life terms in prison

for drug smuggling.
City

KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) — A
newspaper editor and publisher
was arrested for publishing an
article alleging a cover-up in an
internal police investigation he
had filed an official complaint
about, police records show.

Dennis Cooper, 66, editor of
the weekly Key West The
Newspaper, was arrested Friday
and released two hours later on
his own recognizance.

The affidavit for his arrest cites
a Florida statute that makes it a
misdemeanor  for  anyone
involved in an internal police
investigation to disclose infor-
mation before it has been
entered into public record.

Cooper has alleged a police
lieutenant lied in court about a
1996 stop of a bicyclist, and that
the Key West Police Department
covered if up.

He filed a complaint last
month  with  the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement
accusing an internal affairs
investigator of falsifying infor-
mation about his review of the
incident.

After receiving the complaint,
the department asked Key West
police to begin an investigation.

Cooper had published articles
accusing the investigator of
wrongdoing before filing the
complaint.

Briefs

I'he Pampa News is not responsible for
the content of paid advertisement

FARMER’S MARKET will be
at 810 W. Foster, Sat. June 30th,
Wed. & Sat. thereafter at 7 a.m.

MEN OF VALOR -a tribute to
WWII veterans. Central Baptist
Church July 1st - 11:00

MEREDITH HOUSE has a 1
bedroom apt. avail,, 24 hr. care.
665-5668

Woman, child die in house fire; two others critically burned

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) A woman and a
child have died and two other children were criti-
cally burned when fire swept through a house on
the ¢ ity’s South Side e arly Tuesday, officials said

Fire f|ghtvrs savy the fire broke out about 1 a.m. in
a single-story frame house about 1 1/2 miles south-
east of downtown Fort Worth.

Authorities said a 39-year-old woman and a nine-
month-old child were killed, and two boys, ages 4
vears and 18 months, were burned. Both were
taken to Cook’s Children’s Medical Center in Fort
Worth, where theéy were listed in critical condition
Tuesday, Fire Lt. Kent Worley said.

No identities had been released Tuesday.

Weather focus

PAMPA — Today, mostly
sunny and breezy. Highs in the
mid 90s. South winds 15 to 25
mph and gusty. Caution advised
on area lakes. Tonight, mostly
clear. Lows 65 to 70. South to
southeast winds 10 to 20 mph.
Wednesday, mostly sunny and
breezy. Highs 90 to 95. South
winds 15 to 25 mph and gusty.
Wednesday night, partly cloudy.
Lows 65 to 70.

STATEWIDE — A few show-
ers and thunderstorms were
scattered in far West Texas early
Tuesday, with some fog develop-
ing along the Gulf coast and
southeast.

Thunder rumbled west of the
Pecos River. A thunderstorm also
produced hail near Alice
overnight.

Showers and thunderstorms
formed in the Gulf following an
upper-level disturbance. A few
brought light rain to onshore
locations near Galveston Bay.

Skies across the rest of West
Texas and the Panhandle were
clear to partly cloudy. Low
clouds formed in South Texas.

Elsewhere across the %tate,
skies were mostly clear.

Early-morning temperatures
ranged from the 60s in the north
and west to 80s in the south.

It was 64 degrees at
Guadalupe Pass and 83 at Port

Aransas.

Other readings were 75 at
Dryden and 67 at Austin.

Winds were generally from the
southeast and variable. S
varied from around 10 to 15m h
across the western half of the
state to 5 to 10 mph across the
east.

A slight chance of thunder-
storm development was forecast
in ‘southeastern parts of North
Texas and southern regions dur-
ing afternoon and evening hours
through Wednesday.

Daytime - highs should range
from the upper 80s to mid-90s,
with some 100s in the interior.

Lows overnight will range
from the mid 60s to lower 70s.

. tests

- ing to a publishé

.

: Gre
. dea

: ple’s a

LIBR

Included in
nance such a

spraying for

major pno)ect
and replantin

Mike Fra

drawing up a

Committee
closely with
director for

“Since (the

has really bee
need to revivd

The David
given a $5,0(

Co

pati

AUSTIN (

class-action la
has asked the
patients’ nam
suing the com
Austin-base
about 10,000
names and ad
hot line after

hip implants

i

The compa

treated as

although a lo
Sulzer hope
issue the com
cations for me
“We're opti
issues relating|
Ken Seeger tol

Attorneys

however, said
“They’re no

Richard Fra

ﬁled class-acti

Plants
hot line and

Do you thi

Repo
of nu

LOS ANGE

Los Angeles

(

past 10 months
newspaper rep

Delays in

though docto
writing for mo
the hospital
California, the
The problem
West was simp
didn’t work nig
In January, a
the nurses to

clock.

“They have t

Dr. Edward

USC’s emerge
the Times he
that’s inexcusalf
As a trauma
obliged to pro

Pilo

but

ABILENE,

Te

the West Texas
mission designg
one problem.
The weather
skies in what's 4
The Texas

Commission
to si the
Weat

That will a

ex:
lic

er Modifi

u

tions warrant a ¢
nomic developr
Texas Council o

But Nationa

through this
More than

we
ong

son will be ove

cleared for ta

to be ready to fl
weather modifig

the season.

In the proje

Toxico

SAN DIEGO
toxicologist at
examiner’s offi

ed in her h
painkiller in

revealed

istin Rossur
. ed Monda and
. tigation
‘ * held mthout b
Rossum’s hus

last N

ry DeVi

ent




CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

LIBRARY

Included in the project is basic landscape mainte-
nance such as aerating and fertilizing the lawn,
spraying for weeds, and trimming trees, as well as
major projects such as redoing the sprinkler system
and replanting, Stobbe said.

Mike Frazer, a licensed landscape architect is
drawing up a plan, she added.

Committee members and Frazer are working
closely with Bill Hildebrandt, community services
director for the City of Pampa.

“Since (the library) was finished in 1955 nothing
has really been done,” the library director said. “We
need to revive the landscape.”

The David and Nona Payne Foundation has
given a $5,000 grant for the project, she said.

Court fight brewing over
patients’ names, information

AUSTIN (AP) — The Texas company facing
class-action lawsuits over a faulty hip replacement
has asked the state Supreme Court to protect lists of
patients’ names and information from the lawyers
suing the company.

Austin-based Sulzer Orthopedics Inc. collected
about 10,000 pages of information, including
names and addresses, when patients called a Sulzer
hot line after the comg:ny recalled nearly 40,000
hip implants in December.

The company says the information should be
treated as confidential medical information,
although a lower court has disagreed.

Sulzer hopes the court will want to consider an
issue the company believes has widespread impli-
cations for medical privacy.

“We're optimistic because of the public policy
issues relating to patient privacy,” Sulzer attorney
Ken Seeger told the Austin American-Statesman.

Attorneys for the patients suing the company,
however, said privacy is not an issue.

“They’re not the doctors,” said Houston lawyer
Richard Frankel, one of about 50 lawyers who have
filed class-action lawsuits against Sulzer over the
imPlants.

“Do you think the average person who calls the
hot line and talks to a stranger is viewing that as
some kind of highly confidential, privileged infor-

Report: Dialysis delays because |
of nursing shortages cost three lives

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Three patients died at
Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center in the
past 10 months after prolonged waits for dialysis, a
newspaper reported Tuesday.

Delays in providing dialysis persisted even
though doctors had complained verbally and in
writing for more than two years to county officials,
the hospital and the University of Southern
California, the Los Angeles Times reported.

The problem at the Eiergest public hospital in the
West was simple: nurses trained to provide dialysis
didn’t work nights or Sundays.

In January, a new medicalydimctor arranged for
the nurses to respond to emergencies around the
clock. .
“They have to wait for three people to die?” said
Dr. Edward Newton, vice chairman of County-
USC’s emergency medicine department, who told
the Times he had complained to no avail. “To me,
that’s inexcusable — immoral.”

As a trauma center, County-USC is contractually
obliged to provide emergency dialysis around the

Pilots ready to seed clouds

Individual donations are also being accepted.

Stobbe said the Friends of the Library helped
with the recently-completed building renovation
by purchasing chairs and tables and drapes for the
ligrary auditorium. The support organization also
sponsored Stobbe’s and Friends member, Ed
Marshall’s, attendance at the Legislative Day in
Austin, she said. -

“There is important legislation concerning
libraries coming up,” she said.

Friends of the Library also supports the Adult
Literacy Program and provides books to be given
to children participating in the library’s Summer
Reading Program.

Net proceeds totaled $4,850 from the annual
Friends of the Library book sale this spring, accord-
ing to the April Friends of the Library meeting min-
utes.

mation?” Frankel said.

Frankel’s lawsuit identifies only two patients by
name. Having access to the hot line information
would help him add scores of others.

Sulzer has been fighting to keep private any
information that would identify patients. Last
week, a Travis County judge ruled that Frankel
should get the information but that he could use it
only to contact patients, not to share with others.
An appeals court refused to hear Sulzer’s challenge
of that order.

“We feel we led these people to think they were
giving us private information under circumstances
they thought were private,” said Seeger, Sulzer’s
attorney. :

Releasing the information would create a “feed-
ing frenzy” of lawyers soliciting patients to sue the
company, Seeger said.

Sulzer has offered settlements to patients who
call the company, including money for medical
expenses not covered by insurance, lost wages,
pain and suffering. Of the 17,500 people who got
the implants, more than 1,900 have had them
reglaced.

ulzer announced the voluntary recall after it
found some of the implants were contaminated
with traces of oil that prevented them from bond-
ing with a patient’s bones.

Congress to
authority to help create the Free Trade Area of the
Americas, a trade pact that would include almost
every nation in the Western Hemisphere.

world economy will

lE)yke, spokesman for Commerce Secretary Donald
vans.

New York. If Gov. Geo:
has said he would do, the ban would begin Nov. 1,
although drivers caught using hand-held cell
phones will be issued only warnings during the

Experts: Women in hard-hit areas afraid to say no to unsafe sex

THE PAMPA NEWS — Tuesday, June 26, 2001 — 3

WASHINGTON (AP) — Since the North

American Free Trade A ment was enacted seven
years ago, the pact has hurt farmers and ranchers in
the United States, Canada and Mexico, according to
a report released Tuesday by a consumer gro

up.
Public Citizen, a nonprofit group foundeg by

Ralph Nader that has been a vocal critic of NAFTA
since its inception, issued the 55-page report.

It comes as the Bush administration is
ant President Bush “fast tra

ressing
" trade

Administration officials dismissed the basis of

Public Citizen’s report, arguing that free trade was
a key to the enormous economic growth of the last
decade — and could feed further economic vitality.

“If you reduce world trade barriers by a third, the
grow by $600 billion,” said Jim

The report notes that commodity prices world-

wide have plunged since NAFTA was enacted in
1994. For example, corn prices fell 20 percent, wheat
prices drop
38 percent decline over the last seven years.

28 percent and cotton prices saw a

“We now have a seven-year test run of NAFTA,”

said Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen’s

New York bans drivers from hand-held cell phone usage

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — The first state ban on

motorists talking on hand-held cell phones has g¢ -
ten final lekiil;lative approval, but it may be months
before yakki

g drivers are treated like outlaws in
Pataki signs the bill, as he

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Women in nations

hardest hit by AIDS often are afraid of refusing
unprotected sex, a factor in the spread of the killer
disease, ex
Nearly half of the world’s 36 million people infect-
ed with HIV are women — and the number is grow-
ing. Women now make up 60 percent of new infec-

rts at a U.N. AIDS conference said.

clock. But after hours, it had relied on outside com-
panies to send nurses. The nurses did not always
show up, administrators said.

The hospital’s chief nursing officer, Katherine
Eaves, said the dialysis problem was due to a
nationwide nursing shortage.

A coroner’s official disturbed about one case noti-
fied the district attorney’s office and county Health
Director Mark Finucane that the hospital had a
“quality of care issue” worth investigating.

rosecutors concluded the problem was a matter
for health officials to correct. Finucane told thg
Times he notified the counhy’s quality assurance
unit, but took no other action vecause he wanted to
leave it to doctors. .

Finucane, who resigned in March and will depart
next week, blamed the problem on a lack of funds
for public hospitals.

Top hospital officials cautioned that prompt dial-
ysis might not have saved the three seriously ill
patients, but would not discuss the matter in detail,
citing rules governing patient confidentiality.

but problem is — no clouds

ABILENE, Texas (AP) — Pilots are ready to fly
the West Texas skies this week in a cloud seeding
mission designed to generate rain, but there’s just
one problem.

The weather forecast calls for mostly cloudless
skies in what's starting out to be a hot, dry summer.

The Texas Natural- Resources Conservation
Commission executive director is ex d Friday
to sign the license for the West Central Texas
Weather Modification Association.

That will authorize pilots to fly whenever condi-
tions warrant a cloud-seeding, said Tom Mann, eco-
nomic development director of the West Central
Texas Council of Governments.

But National Weather Service predictions
through this weekend are for mainly clear skies.

More than one-third of the region’s growing sea-
son will be over when the rainmaking pml'\ed is
cleared for takeoff. Association directors had hoped
to be ready to fly May 1, which would have allowed
weather modification operations over the bulk of
the season.

In the project, two specially equipped aircraft

were designed to place seeding material flares con-
taining silver iodide into suitable clouds to enhance
rain.

The contract will be fulfilled by Weather
Modification Inc., of Fargo, N.D., providing pilots
and meteorologists, planes, weather radar and
other equipment.

A licensed meteorologist from ground level will
direct pilots by using weather radar to recognize
clouds that would make good candidates for seed-
ing. Local governments in Runnels, Callahan,
Comanche, Nolan, Eastland, Comanche and Taylor
counties have joined the association.

Coverage of the part of Coke County that drains
into AEP/West Texas Utilities’ Oak Creek Lake will
be funded by the utility.

Achieving final authorization by the TNRCC
required time-consuming paperwork to satisfy all
the legal and bureaucratic requirements, said
Mann.

The council of governments furnishes fiscal and
administrative services to the project.

Toxicologist arrested in husband’s death

SAN DIEGO (AP) — A former
toxicologist at the county medical
examiner’s office has been arrest-
ed in her husband’s death after

.tests revealed a powerful
- painkiller in his system, accord-
- ing to a published report.
istin Rossum, 24, was arrest-
. ed Monday and booked for inves-
. tigation of murder. She is being
* held without bail.
Rossum’s husband, 27-year-old
: Gregory DeVillers, was found
. dead last November in the cou-
‘ple’sa ent at the University
‘of C ia, San Diego. The vic-
: tim was lying in a bed covered
. with rose petals, authorities said.
! At first, campus police thought
* DeVillers had committed suicide,
- but at the urging of his family,
+ police took over tge investigation.
i “The sheer nature of the death
. was suspldous," said Lt. Ray
Sigwalt. “There was no (suicide)

note. Rose
on his

y in bed. Most men
don’t do those sort of things.”

An autopsy was sealed, but The
San Diego Union-Tribune said
examiners found the
painkiller fentanyl in
system, citing sources close to the

z Your Complete Roofing Service

Licensed FREE ESTIMATES Bonded
669-8230 « mobile 886-8225 pampa, Texas

investigation. The drug was miss-
ing from the evidence cabinet at
Rossum’s work, the sources said.

Authorities said Rossum was
having an affair with her boss,
who is also considered a suspect.
Both were fired after the police
investigation began.
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tions. In sub-Saharan Africa, teen-age girls are five
times more likely to be infected than boys. In Haiti,
which accounts for 67 percent of the Caribbean’s

LONGVIEW, Texas (AP) — Security has been

tightened at an East Texas water treatment plant
after thieves stole toxic anhydrous ammonia.

A tank that holds anhydrous ammonia now has a

new lock in an attempt to keep thieves from stealing
any more of the toxic chemical, Longview water
utility personnel say.

Thieves in the past three weeks have stolen near-

ly 1,000 pounds of the toxic gas from the Cherokee
water treatment plant.
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Report says NAFTA has hurt
farmers in U.S.,Canada, Mexico

Global Trade Watch.

“There were a lot of promises,” she said. “But the
real actual life experience shows that instead of the
benefits we were promised, there have been prob-
lems.”

After NAFTA was signed in 1994, foreign plants
— called “maquiladoras” — sprouted thick along
the Texas border from Juarez to Matamoros to take
advantage of lower-cost labor. As Mexicans flocked
north in pursuit of factory jobs, shantytowns grew
like cardboard forests on the outskirts of gritty bor-
der towns.

Labor groups have tried to fight what they call
exploitation of workers along the border.

er problems have included safety concerns
about allowing Mexican trucks on U.S. roadways.
The transportation department is working on a
plan that would give the trucks unrestricted access
to U.S. roadways by January.

Mexican truckers were supposed to have full
access to all U.S. highways by January 2000 under
the free trade pact.

But the Clinton administration, citing safety con-
cerns but also under pressure from unions repre-
senting U.S. truckers, refused to do so.

On the Net: Public Citizen: http://www.citi-
zen.org

first month. And violators could have their tickets
dismissed until the end of February if they present
the judge with a receipt showing they bought a
hands-free cell phone system. The measure, adopt-
ed 125-19 in the state Assembly on Monday night,
was approved by the Republican-controlled Senate
last week. The governor will sign the bill into law
this week, said spokesman Michael McKeon

HIV/AIDS cases, nongovernment groups handle
what little sex education is offered in the schools
while the Health Ministry seeks to draw up a
nationwide approach, said Marie Deschamps, a
member of the Haitian delegation. A draft declara-
tion expected to be endorsed at the end of the con-
ference includes a section on “reducing vulnerabili-
ty” in which delegates pledge to do more to educate
women — and men — about how to reduce their
risk of infection.

Water treatment plant boosts security after thefts

The chemical, used in the water treatment
process, can also be used to manufacture illegal
drugs, such as methamphetamine, police said
Tuesday.

In two separate break-ins, a total of 786 pounds of
anhydrous ammonia that is 100 percent ammonia
was stolen from Longview’s Cherokee water treat-
ment plant. The second theft occurred on June 12.

The thieves returned on June 19 and took another
200 pounds of the chemical.
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Texas Editorials

By The Associated Press

A sampling of editorial opinion around Texas:

Wichita Falls Times Record News on rural voice:

In one respect, the state Legislature failed to give rural
Texas a voice, a lifeline with which to save themselves
from a slow and near-certain death.

By failing to pass a redistricting plan during the 77th
Legislative season, lawmakers stumbled in redrawing dis-
trict lines in order to give all of Texas, most desperately
rural areas, appropriate representation, their only hope at
speaking up for themselves.

Every 10 years, lawmakers tackle redistricting based on
numbers released by the U.S. Census, providing equal

representation in the Legislature and on the State Board of -

Education. With a lawmaking body that only meets every
two years, time was of the essence. Now, in the wake of
this tailure, a five-member Legislative Redistricting Board
will meet this summer to finish the job. As diligent as they
will surely be, five members can’t possibly represent the
needs of all Texans. This all-important task should have
been completed in due time.

That said, the Legislature did achieve some amount of
success and much-needed representation for struggling
rural Texas when it created the Office of Rural
Community Affairs. ...

”(Rural Texas) will now have this office as a focal point
-- a starting point,” said Judy Hawley, D-Portland, the
chairwoman of the Texas Legislative Rural Caucus. “You
can look at a project and have (the Office of Rural
Community Affairs) help you pull all those pieces togeth-
er that in the past might have been insurmountable obsta-
cles.”

Rural Texas has faced its share of insurmountable obsta-
cles. In addition to agricultural careers blowing away like
tumbleweeds, many rural communities lack necessary
health-care facilities and providers. Of the nearly 200
rural counties, 62 don’t have a hospital, Meighan report-
ed, and 26 have no primary care physician.

The Office of Rural Community Affairs will, among
other duties, administer programs that support rural
health care. Other duties include:

— working with other state agencies and officials to
improve the results of state programs affecting rural
areas;

— monitoring the actions of state government that have
a substantial effect on rural communities, compiling an
annual report that highlights those actions;

— and administering federal community block grants.

Rural Texas has a new voice in state government now.
The success will come if that voice, coming from the
newly created office, can be heard above all the others

, screaming in Austin.

San Angelo Standard-Times on terrorists get justice:

The FBI has taken heat recently for a series of missteps,
and most of it has been justifiable. But it deserves great
¢redit for its international investigation that resulted in
guilty verdicts for four terrorists charged in the 1998
bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.

That pointless act of terrorism in some fashion the per-
petrators hoped it would cause the United States to pull
out of the Persian Gulf killed 12 Americans and 212 oth-
ers, mostly innocent African bystanders, showing a brutal
disregard for the people whose rights the terrorists claim
to champion.

It is a tribute to our system that the four defendants,
two of whom face the death penalty, got the full benefits
and protections of American justice. The trial was any-
thing but a hasty rush to judgment three months of testi-
mony and 12 days of jury deliberations.

But there remains unfinished business. Eighteen others

. have been indicted in the bombings. Six are in custody,
and the rest, including the alleged mastermind, Osama
bin Laden, are at large.

Bin Laden is holed up in Afghanistan, where he is pro-
tected by the Taliban government, but Taliban leaders or
their patience will not last forever, The Bush administra-
tion sEould see that there is no letup in the resources and
personnel devoted to rolling up bin Laden’s network.

In retrospect, the Clinton administration’s decision to
order cruise missile attacks in reprisals for the bombings
seems impetuous and ill-considered. The targeting of a
pharmaceutical plant in the Sudan was a mistake and the
attacks on guerrilla camps in Afghanistan failed to get bin
Laden and only succeeded in making him a hero among
anti-American fanatics.

Other than vigilance and good intelligence there is no
cure-all for terrorism; it is an unpleasant consequence of
great power status. The United States should not let ter-
rorism or fear of terrorism deter us from policies and
| . ¢ourses of action we know are right, and the determina-
‘"Hon to bring terrorist suspects to justice should be
jjmplacable and unrelenting.

\

A friend of mine gave me an article from the
Dec. 14, 1895 edition of The Literary Digest con-
taining an excerpt from an essay for another
prestigious magazine of the time, The Forum,
penned by Margaret E. Sarigster. As editor of
Harper’s Bazaar, she wrote of the qualities she
felt were needed to be a woman editor in an
article titled, “Editorship as a Profession for
Women.”

Sangster wrote in an extremely formal style
using such phrases as “arduous exactions,”
“invincible patience,” and “intuitive vicarious
consciousness.”

“Editorship presents a most inviting oppor-
tunity to the woman who dares to undertake
its duties and fulfill its arduous exactions.
Strenuous in obligation, unremitting in
requirement, peremptory in the taskmaster-
taking of tolls from body and mind, bristling
with difficulties, and beset with drudgeries, it
nevertheless repays the worker in multiplied
measure,” she says.

Is that English?

My friend presented me with the article as a
joke, seeing the humorous juxtaposition of
today’s freewheeling female journalist with the
unyielding properness of Sangster’s Victorian
era.

Expecting to get a good laugh from the arti-

Dee Dee
Laramore

Staff writer

cle, I was surprised to find a distinct kernel of
truth amid the ponderous verbiage.

For example, a translation of the paragraph
I've quoted into more modern language
reveals that a woman editor must be prepared
to work hard. She must have - and stand up
for - strong ethics about what is right and what
is wrong. Her job will be filled with problems
and boring, repetitive tasks. In spite of these
drawbacks, the position still holds many
rewards.

I know this to be true.

Sangster considers patience, attention to
detail, impartiality, an analytical mind, and
self-sacrifice to be virtues needed by a woman
editor. She must be able to put herself in anoth-
er’s place while still being able to hold her

own. She must be tactful — able to say ‘no” “as
if she were saying ‘Yes.””

A woman editor must have the courage to
stand up for what she believes in, Sangster
says. She must be strong enough not to be pres-
sured by a zealous few who try to make their
personal crusade into a public issue. N

Other qualities important to the position
include an expanded knowledge and a keen
awareness of current affairs.

And most of all, Sangster says a woman edi-
tor must be made of both rubber and steel -
strong, but able to bend.

More than a century after she wrote this arti-
cle, Sangster still holds a high standard for
those of us who aspire to this profession. She
certainly gave me something to think about.

In addition to being reminded of the quali-
ties needed for editorship, another truth
emerged from reading this article.

What is, was, and always will be.

Despite a 100-year span between Margaret
Sangster and myself, though the world was
rapidly transformin;i]for her and changing just
as quickly for me, her words show me that
many vital truths remain the same.

It's comforting to know that while life seems
to be a maelstrom of metamorphosis, within
the storm remains a calm center of continuity.

Wrapping divorce in rosy cellophane

What an optimistic month June is! The
Boston Red Sox and the Chicago Cubs are
both in first place, and I am looking forward
to a replay of the 1918 World Series, which is
the last time the Red Sox were world champi-
ons. Furthermore, in weddings across S\e
land new husbands and wives are pledging
lifelong fidelity — and I hope they keep those
VOWS.

But what if they don’t? Many liberal
denominations are developing rituals that
wrap religious cellophane around divorce
defeat.

You might think that in a divorce service
everyone would wear mourning clothes and
the bride would walk down the aisle to fune-
real music. Maybe the exes would be pelted
not with rice but with tomatoes, or at least
cream pies, as they left the building. Nope —
that’s retro thinking, for these days we must
not do anything to lessen self-esteem.

A new Unitarian ritual, for example, begins
with the minister intoning: “This ceremony
marks the end of a long and intense relation-
ship; perhaps neither as long nor as intense as
some might wish, but ... the days are cold.
The nights are long.” And perhaps dark and
stormy. The divorcing folks are Ei)':eroes who
make the choice to walk alone at “a time when
survival as an individual is at stake.”
Realizing that “paths must part (as) necessity
requires,” they embrace a “solemn, coura-
geous — and hopeful — time of divorce.”

Other clerics are jumping in. The United

Marvin
Olasky

Syndicated columnist

Church of Christ has added to its book of wor-
ship an “Order for Recognition of the End of a
Marriage,” and Reform Judaism has as part of
its rabbi’s manual a “Ritual of Release.” The
goal is not to show the sadness of divorce but
to make the divorce ceremony upbeat.

Video specialists are putting together mar-
riage highlight films — vacation photos and
all — for showing at divorce ceremonies.
Dressmakers and musicians are also busy,
although so far some of the favorites for wed-
dings — Pachelbel’s Canon in D and white
dresses — seem to be also on call for divorce
ceremonies. ‘

It would be far better to acknowledge that a
tragedy is a tragedy. Church and synagogue
buildings once were venues for teaching the
difference between right and wrong. Now,
those liberally reincarnated are places where
any wrong can be declared right. Funerals
legitimately offer comfort after what cannot
be controlled, but divorce rituals attempt to
relieve responsibility for what we could con:
trol. Instead of helping individuals to repent,

Today in history

the Unitarian ritual attacks “the callous judg-
mentalism of a posturing society.”

Curiously, these new divorce rituals are
gainin%‘ attention at the same time new
research shows that fewer than one-third of
divorces result from marriages where abuse,
neglect or even fighting is the norm. More
than three out of five marriages break apart
because of creeping loneliness and boredom.
“Community Marriage Policies,” through
which religious and civic institutions take a
stand to encourage people in troubled mar-
riages to hang in there, have reduced divorce
rates dramatically in 25 cities.

Instead of estaﬁlishing divorce ceremonies,
let’s emphasize recommitment to marriage.
Linda J. Waite and Maﬁgie Gallagher, in “The
Case for Marriage: Why Married People are
Happier, Healthier, and Better Off
Financially” (Doubleday, 2000), show that bad
marriages often show dramatic turnarounds if
people just stick it out. Over three out of four
people who rated their-marriages as very
unhappy in 1987 and 1988, but did not get a
divorce, viewed their marriages as “very
happy” or “quite happy” when they were sur-
veyed again from 1992 to 1994.

Christians and Jews particularly should
keep in mind what the Bible teaches: that God
provides balm for failing marriages if those in

trouble turn to Him. The new rituals make °

divorce seem satisfactory, but they undercut
the ‘belief that leads to silver and golden
anniversaries: Marital failure is not an option.

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, June 26, the

177th day of 2001. There are 188
days left in the year.
oday’s Highlight in History:
On {une 26, 1963, President
Kennedy visited West Berlin, where
he made his famous declaration:
“Ich bin ein Berliner” (I am a
Berliner).

On this date:

In 1870, the first section of
Atlantic City, N.J.’s Boardwalk was
opened to the public.

In 1900, a commission that
included Dr. Walter Reed began the
fight against the deadly disease yel-
low fever.

In 1917, the first troops of the"

American Expeditionary Force
arrived in France during World War
1

In 1919, the New York Daily
News was first published.

In 1925, Charlie Chaplin’s classic
comedy, “The Gold Rush,” pre-
miered at Grauman’s Egyptian
Theatre in Hollywood.

In 1945, the charter of the United
Nations was signed by 50 countries
in San Francisco.

In 1948, the Berlin Airlift began
in earnest after the Soviet Union
cut off land and water routes to
the isolated western sector of
Berlin.

In 1959, President Eisenhower
joined Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II

in ceremonies officially opening the
St. Lawrence Seaway.

In 1968, Chief U).,S. Justice Earl
Warren announced his intention to
resign.

In 1987, Supreme Court Justice
Lewis F. Powell Jr. announced his
retirement, leaving a vacancy that
was filled by Anthony M. Kennedy.

Ten years ago: A Kentuck mec{—
ical examiner announced that test
results showed President Zachary
Taylor had died in 1850 of natural
causes — and not arsenic poison-
ing, as speculated by a writer.
(Taylor’s remains were exhumed so
that tissue samples could be taken.)

Five years ago: The Supreme
Court ordered the Virginia Military

Academy to admit women, or forgo
state supﬁrt. Former White House
counsel Bernard Nussbaum took
the blame for the FBI files contro-
versy; White House security chief
Craig  Livingstone  resigned.
President Clinton and leaders of the
world’s other industrial powers
gathered in Lyon, France, for their
annual economic summit.

One year ago: Rival scientific
teams completed the first rough
map of the human genetic code
after a 10-year race. The Supreme
Court l\Q}Iave new power to its land-
mark Miranda decision of 1966, rul-
ing police still must warn the peo-
ple they arrest of their “right to
remain silent” when questioned.

Attack on USS Liberty shameful act

June 8, 1967, is a day that really ought to live
in infamy. On that day, Israeli jets and torpedo
boats attacked the U.S. Navy intelligence ship,

the Liberty, in international waters. Thirty-four

Americans were killed and 171 wounded.

The attack, beyond doubt deliberate, is bad
enough, but the real infamy is that on that very
day, the U.S. government conspired with the
Israeli government to cover up the truth.
Before any American had talked to the ship,
American politicians were rushing to the press
to peddle the Israeli claim that the attack was a
mistake. ;

This cover-up continues.' Alone among all
the maritime disasters and attacks, the attack
on the USS Liberty, clearly marked and sailing
in calm seas under clear skies, is the only one
that Congress has never made the subject of a
public inquiry. At the time of the_attack, the
survivors were ordered never to speak of it.
After they retired, however, they gathered and
for decades have been collecting information
and asking for a public inquiry.

At the time of the attack, the survivors were
ordered to never speak of it. After they retired,
however, they got together and for decades

have been collecting information and asking .

for a public inquiry. All of their requests are
stonewalled.

The standard government boilerplate sent to
people is that these are old charges and there is
no evidence to back them. That is a bald-faced
lie.

There are several sources of information:
One is the USS Liberty Homepage:
http:/ / www.uss liberty.org/jim /ussliberty.

Another is the book “Assault on the Liberty”
by Jim Ennes, the officer on deck at the time of

Charley
Reese

Syndicated columnist

the attack.

A third is another excellent book, “The USS
Liberty, Dissenting History vs. Official
History,” by Dr. John E. Borne.

“History Undercover” on the History
Channel is scheduled to air a documentary
about the attack and cover-up on Aug 9. Even
though this program is completed and sched-
uled, I am skeptical that it will be aired. Those
who support Israel have proven in the past to
be effective in censoring negative information
about Israel. After all, it is they who have
frightened Con jress into abandoning its duty.

“The cover-up itself is full of mysteries and
.questions that need to be answered. Survivors
have from-separate sources information that a
U.S. submarine was present during the attack
and photographed it through its periscope.
The U.S. government continues to deny this,
though the sources clgim to have been crew
members of the sub.

Why is this denied? Why, if the sub were
present, did it not surface and offer assistance
to the USS Liberty, which was in grave danger
of sinking from a large hole blasted in its side
by an Israeli torpedo? The ship would have
sunk but for the heroic efforts of her officers

and the surviving crew members.

The Israelis used machine guns, cannon fire,
rockets, napalm and to cﬁ)es in an attack
that lasted more than an hour, crew members
say. They also deliberately destroyed the ship’s
life rafts. Clearly, they intended to sink the
ship with all hands lost. Their apology and
compensation do not change the facts.

The Liberty didn’t sink, and the Israelis
abruptly ended the attack. Survivors believe
they did so because they had learned that the
jets had been launched from a U.S. aircraft car-
rier 300 miles away.

But those jets were recalled by a direct order
from Washington. Why? If they had been
allowed to proceed, the attack by torpedo
boats could have been prevented. Why are
more than 6,000 pages of documents still clas-
sified? Survivors and the American people
deserve to know the answers.

Adm. Thomas Moorer, former chairman of
the Joint Chiefs, has always publicly scoffed at
the Israeli explanation that it was a mistake.

“What is so chilling and cold-blooded,”
Moorer has written, “is that they (the Israelis)
could kill as many Americans as they did in
confidence that Washington would cooperate
in quelling any public outcry.”

Washington did < actly that, and so, of
course, did most of the nation’s news media.

Contrast, if you will, the reaction of the U.S.

‘government and news media to the incident

with the intelligence aircraft that landed safely
in China. The crew was well-treated and
released. Yet Americans claimed to be out-
raged: The Chinese treated our men a hell of a
lot better than the Israelis treated the men of
the USS Liberty.
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of events

PAMPA PRISON MINISTRY

The Pampa Prison Mxmstrg meets the first Tuesday
of every month at Central Baptist Church located at
Francis and Starkweather at 7 p.m. sharp. For fur-
ther information call Bob Andersen 665-4252 or ].B
Walker at 669-2266.

PANHANDLE ALLIANCE

FOR THE MENTALLY ILL

A support grouﬁ for the mentally ill and famil
members meet the second Thursday of the montK
at 7 p.m. at 218 N. Russell. There is no . For
more information or if you need a ride all Sharon
King, 665-2818.

TOP O’ TEXAS RODEO ASSOCIATION
Top O Texas Rodeo Association meets at 7:30 p.m.
the first Mondag of every month in the Nona S.
Payne Room of Pampa Community Building.

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR

Pampa Chapter No. 65, Order of the Eastern Star
meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month. Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. at 420 West
Kingsmill.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST
Macedonia Baptist Church, 441 Elm, conducts
prayer services at 7:30 am., 12 p.m. and 6 p.m.
daily for the citizens of Pampa — the churches, the
schools, etc. All are cordially invited to come and
pray. For more information, call 665-4926.
OPEN DOOR

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Open Door Alcoholics Anonymous at 910
Kentucky (across from Albertson’s) meeting sched-
ule - seven days a week - two meetings a day -noon
till 1 p.m. no smoking, and Tuesday and Thursday
8-9 p.m. call 665-9702 for information.
BOY SCOUTS
Pampa Boy Scouts meet at 6:30 p.m. the first
Thursday of each month at Caprock Apartments
Clubhouse.
TRALEE CRISIS CENTER

Women's Support Group for Child Management
offers Ezrenting skills to assist parents and children
in dealing with anger and behavioral issues result-
ing from peer pressure, sibling rivalry, family vio-
lence and/or sexual abuse from 7-8 p.m.
Thursdays. For more information, call Tralee CFI)'iSiS
Center, 669-1131.

PAMPA ROTARY CLUB
Pampa Rotary Club meets at 12 noon every
Wednesday at Pampa Country Club.

PAMPA CITIZENS

PATROL ASSOCIATION
Pampa Citizens Patrol Association meets at 8 p.m.
the second Saturday of each month at 1224 E.
Francis.

NOTICE TO ALL VETERANS

To recognize the contributions Texas veterans have
made to the liberty we enjoy, Memory Gardens
Cemetery is assigning grave s;aces to honorably
discharged veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces. If
Zou are a veteran, you may be qualified for fre~

urial space. However, you must register to obtain
the free plot and you must show proof of honorable
discharge. A number of veterans’ spaces are avail-
able. Certificates will be issued on a first come, first
serve basis. For more information, call (806) 665-
8921.

MONTHLY GOSPEL SINGING
First Pentecostal Holiness Church, 1700 Alcock,
hosts a Gospel Singing from 2-4 p.m. every second
Sunday of the month. Pastor Albert Maggard and
the . ngregation of First Pentecostal cordially
invites the Eublic to attend. Singers and musicians
from area churches participate in this informal con-
gregational singing and enjoy various special vocal
and instrumental presentations.
BEEF AMBASSADOR CONTEST
Top O’ Texas CattleWomen is seeking youth
between the ages of 15-19 to compete for the Beef
Ambassador Award. For more information, con-
tact Amy Brainard at (806) 323-6397.
BOOKMARK CONTEST

Lovett Memorial Library is sponsoring a bookmark
contest this summer. The two winning bookmarks
will be printed and used by the library in the
future. Deadline for entries is June 30. Entry forms
are available at the library. For more information,
call 669-5780.

ARC SWIM LESSONS
Gray County Chapter of the American Red Cross
will sponsor swim lessons June 4 through Aug. 3 at
MK g(r)vown Outdoor Pool. The classes will include
Levels I, II, ITI, IV and V and will be offered in four
sessions: June 4-15, June 18-29, July 9-20 and July
23-Aug. 3. Cost is $35 and all fees are due prior to

the session. Participants are encouraged to register
now. For more information or to enroll, contact the
local ARC office, 108 N. Russell, at 669-7121.
PY&CC

Pampa Youth and Community Center will begin
offering swim lessons June 4. The hour-long
lessons will be conducted in two-week sessions,
Monday through Friday, throughout the summer
and include Levels |, II, III, IV and V. Payment is
due upon registration. Enroll at 1005 W. Harvester.
For more information, call 665-0748.

CROWN OF TEXAS HOSPICE

Crown of Texas Hospice will sponsor a “Sunshine
Bereavement Lunch
June 27 at Furr’s Cafeteria. Cost of the meal will
range between $5 and $8. For more information,
call 1-800-572-6365.
GRAY COUNTY
ANNIVERSARY MEETING

The 100th Anniversary of Gray County Celebration
Committee will meet at 5 p.m., Thursday, June 28
in the Conference Room of Pampa Chamber of
Commerce. The meeting is free and open to the
public and volunteers are welcome.
WATER GARDEN TOUR

The Fourth Annual Las Pampas Koi and Water
Garden Tour is slated from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., July 21
in Pampa. Admission is $5 per person. Children
under 10 accompanied by an adult are free.
Advance tickets may be purchased at Watson’'s
Lazy S. Feed and Garden Center, Culberson-
Stowers or Pondering Thoughts. For more infor-
mation, contact Loyd Waters at 665-1665 or 665-

6466.
HCC DIALOGUE
The Don and Sybil Harrington Cancer Center will
hold “Dialogue,” a patient/family education sup-
port group sponsored by the cancer center and the
American Cancer Society, Thursdays from 12 noon-
1:30 p.m. this month. For more information, cail
Gerry Kelly at (806) 359-4673, ext. 235 or Stan
McKeever at (806) 359-4673, ext. 141 or toll-free at
1-800-274-4673. :
HARRINGTON CANCER CENTER
The Women’s Center of the Don and Sybil
Harrington Cancer Center has announced the fol-
lowing upcoming breast cancer screening clinics:
June 11 and July 9, First United Methodist Church
Educational Building, 201 E. Foster, and June 26,
Shepard’s Crook Nursing Agency, 916 N. Crest,
Pampa; June 6, 20 and 21, Hemphill County
Hospital, Canadian; June 6, Family Care Center,
Shamrock; June 11, Parkview Hospital, Wheeler;
and June 13, First Baptist Church, White Deer.
Participants will receive a low-cost self-exam mam-
mogram and a breast health appraisal along with
individual instruction by a registered nurse in
breast self-examination. Funding is available
through the Texas Department of Health for Texas
residents who qualify for assistance. All exams are
by appointment only. For more information, call
(806) 356-1905 or 1-800-377-4673.
HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL

First Presbyterian Church, 525 N. Gray, is currently
accepting aluminum cans for recycling. Proceeds
will benefit Heifer Project International, an
Arkansas-based service organization which pro-
vides livestock (chickens, pigs, sheep, cattle) along
with training and support services to families and
communities worldwide. For a limited time, dona-
tions will be matched 3-1 by a private foundation.
HPI is a non-denominational not-for-profit agency.
For more information, call the church office at 665-
1031. Office hours are 9 am.-4 p.m., Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-12 noon, Friday and before 10:45
a.m. Sunday. For more information about HP], call
1-800-422-0474 or visit http:/ /www.heifer.org. on
the Internet.
TEXAS FAN BOOKLET

Texas Financial Assistance Network booklet “How
to Get Government Help to Pay Your Energy Bills”
is currently available. The booklet gives informa-
tion on how and where to obtain government help
paying high utility bills. Consumers can receive a
copy by sending $5 to cover the cost of printing,

stage and handling to: TX Financial Assistance

etwork, Government Help for Energy Bills Dept.
GHEB-0108, P.O. Box 60848, Washington, DC
20039-0848. Information is also available at
www.Financial AssistanceNetwork.org on the
Internet or by calling (202) 595-1027.

RX PROGRAM

The 2001 Rx m makes available breathing
medications and Nebulizers to patients who may
have asthma, emphysema or COPD at not cost to
Buahfym' ing recipients. For more information, call

ennis Karnes toll-free at 1-800-344-5764.
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Weatherly, president of Heritage
contest.

Kay Stiles, president of Top O’ Texas CattleWomen, recently presented Rodney
Beef Cattle Co., Inc., with a Beef Gift Certificate in
appreciation of his participating in the judging of the 2001 CattleWomen scholarship

(Special photo)
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Top O’ Texas Rodeo Pageant

(Left to right) Marissa Payton from Borger admires the Miss Rodeo Top O' lexas
tiara along with Mary and Neil Fulton of Bob Clements, Inc. Bob Clements, Ixc., is
sponsoring the Miss Rodeo Top O' Texas tiara. Advance rodeo tickets are avalable
from any of the pageant contestants as well as Luncheon and Style Show tickets.

(Community Camen photo)

Fireworks extravaganza in offing at Lake Meredith

FRITCH — This year’s fire-
works extravaganza at Lake
Meredith National Recreation
Area will be held at 10 p.m.,,
Saturday, Jan. 30 following e
Star Ballet's new musical drama
“Lone Star Rising.” According to
park officials, Fritch Fortress is the
prime viewing area.

The fireworks will be shot off
from the east point of Cedar
Canyon.

“Please remember that no one
has a good time when a loved one

s hurt. Leave the fireworks on
turday, June 30 with the memo-
of the beautiful light show over
the lake, not a memory of an acci-
dent or injury,” commented John

Benjamin, superintendent of
LMf\IRA. Benjamin added the fol-
lowing safety reminders:

—Personal fireworks are not
allowed within the boundaries of
LMNRA.

—Open fires are allowed only in
designated campgrounds (Bu%ee,
Blue Creek, Chimney Hollow, Blue
West, Rosita Flats, Harbor Bay,
Fritch Fortress, Cedar Canyon,
Sanford-Yake, Plum  Creek,
McBride Canyon and Spring
Canyon.) Fires of all kinds are
banned outside the 12 designated
campgrounds.

—Alcohol is not allowed in
Cedar Canyon or Spring Canyon.

—A ﬂas{Jight is n to
illuminate uneven ground and cliff
edges.

—Check boat ipment prior
to entering the lal:e{.m Bpring engu
lite jackets of the proper size for
each boater. Children under 13
must wear a life jacket in the water.
—Practice  courtesy at boat

ramps.
—gn've courteously and safely
especially in heavy traffic.

Chamber to house St. Jude ‘inmates’

On Thursday, June 28, St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital will
be arresting citizens of Pampa,
and bail has already been set at
$500 — the minimum — for each
individual accused of “having a
big heart.” All jailbirds will be
captured and taken to Pampa
Chamber of Commerce, site of
the St. Jude’s “jail.” Inmates will
be under the careful watch of
Epsilon Sigma Alpha.

After being arrested, each
inmate will have at least one hour
to raise their $500 bail. The jail
will be open from 9 aim.-5 p.m,,
and participants will have the
use of cell phones donated by
Cellular One, the official commu-
nications sponsor.

In order the keep the inmates
haXe;Xl, nourishment will be pro-
vi by the official food spon-
sors, Albertson’s and Simple
Simon'’s Pizza.

Once bail is made, the jailbirds

Fabulous Savings

On Mohawk

70 oz. Nylon Saxoney
A True Heavyweight

Regular *33% Sq. Yd.

Only $2095 Sq. Yd

Completely With Luxurious

Heavy Pad.

0 Colors To Choose From!

The main parking lotat Fritch
Fortress Amphithegater will be
reserved for Lone Star Risin

atrons. High Plains wad an

) ‘;)e Bocllx<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>