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One dies, three hurt 
in cement plant fire

MIDl.OTHIAN (AP) -  
One person was killed and 
three were injured when an 
explosion and fire erupted at 
a cement plant late Tuesday.

M idlothian Police
Department spokesman Amy 
Calder said the (ire began 
about 11: lO p.m. Tuesday at 
Texas Industries' Midlothian 
cement plant. It wias extin­
guished about three hours 
later, police said.

The explosion and fire 
occurred next to a pollution- 
control dev ice called a scrub­
ber, TXI spokesman Maurice 
Osborn said.

The 2-year-old plant had 
been closed for repairs w hen 
the accident CKCurred. The 
w>orkers were contractors 
making repairs and did not 
work for TXI, Osborn said.

The name of the victim, 
who was pronounced dead at 
the scene, was being with­
held until relatives could be 
notified, police said. The 
three injured people were not 
immediately identified.

One of them was taken by 
medical helicopter to 
Parkland Memorial Hospital 
in Dallas, where he was in 
stable condition. Osborn 
said. The other two were 
treated and released at a 
nearby hospital, he said. .

The cause of the fire was 
unclear Investigators were at 
the scene, Osborn said.
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Insurance rates en state agenda
By n a n c y  y o u n g

M A N A C i I N C i  H D I I O R

Insurance will among the many 
issues facing the 78th Texas 
Legislature when it convenes 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, said 28th District 
Senator Robert Duncan.

Sen. Duncan of LubIxKk now rep­
resents Ciray County following the 
redistricting of boundaries in July 
2001. I he Legislative Redistricting 
Board (LRB) placed .list District 
Senator Teel Bivins of Amarillo in 
Howard C'ounty's district, removing 
him from Gray County. Ciray County 
had been represented by the .list 
Senatorial District more than 80 Nears.

Duncan said two issues facing the 
legislators will be house insurance 
reform and medical malpractice insur­
ance .

Skyrcx-keting homeowner insurance 
premiums are caused by black mold 
claims and weather-related losses, said 
Duncan.

These rates w on't come down 
quickly." he said.

Gov. Rick Perry has stated he will 
declare an “emergency issue" on the 
escalating insurance rates. If he does 
that, legislators can pass bills during 
the first 60 days of the session.

Duncan also cited rising medical 
malpractice insurance rates as a major 
concern for the legislature. He said

medical malpractice insurance is much 
higher in the Valley of South Texas and 
is causing serious problems in main­
taining needed physicians and health 
care workers.

The deficit state budget vnIII be 
another major issue for the legislators 
to handle, he said. Comptroller Carole 
Keeton Ry lander Stray horn has pre­
dicted a deficit of $5 billion for Texas.

“ Ninety percent of the people serv­
ing in the senate and the House have 
never been in the legislature when it 
was in the red,” he said. “ In the 10 
years I've been there, we've not been 
in the red. "

After a decade of surplus, the 
state’s current two-year spending plan

is SI 14 billion.
Duncan said he will take a "wait- 

and-see" approach to the schcxil fund­
ing issue.

“ I don't know if we will do it in the 
regular session," he said. “ It can 't be 
fixed with the current tax structure.

He said Senate Bill 7, passed in 
Id d l tii deal with schintl finance, was 
not passed until "there was an absolute 
crisis."

Duncan said he thought the issue 
could get solved better in a general 
session o f the legislature as there 
would be more intensity.

“ If it's not fixed by then* (schw l 
finance) may have to be in a special 

(See RATES, Page 3)

(Courtesy photo)

Y oungest ca st m em b ers  J en n ifer  J o n es , 
11, and  S h e lb y  N e ed h a m , 11, get to  p lay  
a little  o ld er  an d  m o re  so p h istica ted  
lad ies a s G ir l HI an d  G irl #2  a t the  
C a sin o  R o o f C lu b .

The Women’
Local cast brings famous 
’30s play to ACT I stage

Ciold-diggers, schemers, gossips, and siK'ial climbers - these 
are the women who populate “The Women,” a 1916 ctmiedy by 
Clare BcnUhe l.uce being presented by ACT I community the­
atre group as the season opener Jan. 10-12 and Jan. 17-18.

Fifteen women and one young man play about 40 difterent 
roles with lots of new (aces making their ACT I debut. Kayla 
Pursley is directing and Berinda Turcotte is assisant director.

Board members and volunteers under the direction of James 
Kane have been busy remodeling the theater. The stage and 
dressing rrx)m area have been moved and bathriH>ms made 
accessible. ACT I veteran season ticket holders will notice the 
new lobby and office.

Performances begin at 7:10 p.m., each night, w ith a Sunday 
matinee at 2 p.m. on Jan. 12. The theatre entrance is midway on 
the back side of the Pampa Mall, 253tt N. Hobart. Season tick­
et holders get preferred seating. Tickets are $7 for adults and 
$1.30 for children.

“The Women" cast members (in alphabetical order) include 
the following:

Cynthia Aler, “Sylvia," is making her ACT I debut and con­
fesses she hasn’t done any drama since high schtx)l although 
daughter. Kat, has been acting for several years, Cindy is a bas­
ketball coach with the Optimist Club.

Kat Ajer, "Little Mary," is an ACT I veteran having played 
in last year’s “The Prince and the Pauper" direct- 

(See PLAY, Page 1)

(Courtesy Photo) 
C y n th ia  A ler, p la y in g  S y lv ia  F o w ler  in  
a recen t re h e a rsa l, screa m s "I h a te  
y o u , I h a te  you!"  a fter  a  w ick ed  ca t  
f ig h t w ith  th e  w o m a n  w h o  "stole"  h er  
h u sb a n d .

Bush pushes hold ecouomic stimulus plan
WASHINGTON (AP) -  

President Bush, who stunned 
his critics in 2001 by winning 
passage of the biggest tax cut 
since Ronald Reagan, is hop­
ing to repeat history with a 
bolder-than-expected $674 
billion stimulus plan.

But whether he wins or 
loses in Congress, his strategy 
is almost certainly aimed at 
avoiding another bit of history 
— his father's costly (X)litical 
mistake of appearing to ignore 
the pain inflicted by the 
nation's last jobless recovery.

"T(X) many of our citizens 
who want to work cannot find 
a job and many employers 
lack the confidence to invest

and create new jobs,” Bush 
said Tuesday in ^Chicago, 
where he unveiled his new 
package of tax cuts. He said 
the cuts were needed to btilster 
a sputtering recovery. Bush 
was courting Demtx'ratic and 
Republican lawmakers
Wednesday in a White House 
meeting.

Indeed, the last year’s per­
formance bears many similari­
ties to the peritxl when Bush’s 
father was in the White House 
and the economy was coming 
out of the 1990-91 recession 
with ectmomic growth so 
weak that the unemployment 
rate kept rising.

The jobless rate returned to

AP Nkw.s
A n a i .y s i .s

an eight-year high of 6 percent 
in November. Analysts are 
predicting the rate will head 
even higher in coming 
months, probably topping out 
at 6.5 percent in early summer, 
before stronger growth starts 
to convince businesses they 
can hire back laid-off workers.

Bush doesn’t want his 
2004 DemtK'ratic opponent to 
enjoy the kind of success Bill 
Clinton had in 1992 by using 
a rising jobless rate to con­
vince voters to reject an

incumbent president.
Both the size of Bush’s new 

stimulus package — at $674 
billion, more than double what 
the White House just a week 
ago had been indicating would 
be offered — and its coni(X)- 
nent parts, which are weighted 
heavily toward tax rebel tor 
the wealthiest Americans, 
demonstrate that Bush is not 
afraid to be btild in pushing 
his economic agenda.

Bush, who complained last 
week that critics were using 
"class w arfare" arguments, 
rejected the advice ot some ol 
his iidvisers to tone down the 
tax bretiks for the wealthy to 
blunt such criticism.

Instead, he projxvsed accel­
erating all the rate cuts sched­
uled for 2004 and 2006, 
including those for the top 
bracket of wealthy taxpayers, 
;md pro[X)sed elimitiating the 
tiix oti cor|X)rate div idend pay­
ments. tint just cutting it in 
half ;is cotitetnplated.

The eliminatioti of federal 
taxes on the dividetids corpo- 
riitions pay investors will cost 
$1(>4 billion, more than halfd f 
Bush's $974 billion tcvtal pack­
age. I he joint Urban Institute- 
Brookmgs Institutioti lax 
Policy Center estimated that 
42 percent of these tax savings 
would go to wealthiest I [ X ‘ i -  

(See lUkSH. Page 1)

Commiiter plane craslies at aiipart; 
aH 21 abaaid hèUewed te have died

Aging population cansos 
incroaso in g.S. flu doatlis

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — A commuter 
plane carrying 2 1 people crashed into an air> 
port hangar on takeoff Wednesday and burst 
into flames, killing everyone aboard, authori­
ties said.

The cause o f the crash — the deadliest U.S. 
air accident in nearly 14 months — wasn’t 
immediately clear.

US Airways Express Right 5481, a Beech 
I9(X) twin-engine turboprop, was taking off in 
clear, windy weather from Chariotte/Douglas 
httemational Aiiport wbCn it hit die comer o f  
a U.S. Airways hangar at full throttle just 
before 9 a.m., officials said. '

Nineteen passdagets and two crew mem­
bers were aboard the flight, which was operat­
ed by Air Midwest and hehded to Q r e m v ^  
Spartanburg, a iid  Federal AvlAtiOp
AdnMnistii^ion

ckHranot' ter

much to see," said Charlotte police 
spokesman Keith Bridges. “ It’s just a horrible 
sight.’’

The plane veered into the hangar and came 
down on its rotrf’, witnesses told WCNC-TV. 
Video from the scene showed smoldering 
wreckage and a d u m d  side o f the hangar.

Aiiport director terry Oir said there were 
no survivors aboard the plane, however three 
people on the ground who were thought to 
have been miasina been accounted for. 
V^here was rK x|pnediiln hnfleation o f ter- 

iorisra,the|inf s i i
At Gteenvffle4^Mtai)iwtg airport, a room 

had been set t^  for mends and ralativM arriv- 
iag to pick up pajÉWHtsn from the flight, air­
port spokeswotiMttRosyUn Weston said.

The plaMS wal^KM t 8 yean old and had

•The plane I s  -sp
.fr

w on

CHICAGO (AP) 
lutJucn/a lias sur|iassccl AIDS 
as a lethal killer aiul eon- 
tributes to an average 16.0(K) 
annual U..S. deaths, largely 
because (vf a vulnerable aging 
population for whom the vac­
cine is often ineffective, gov­
ernment research shows.

The U S Bn related death 
toll surged fourfold from 
16.261 in 1976-77 to 64.684 
in 1998-99, the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention rejxvrted in 
Wednesday's Journal of the 
American Medical
Asscx'iation. Those numbers 
average out to I6.(KK) more 
deaths yearly than the previ­
ous estimate of 2().(X)0.

Health and Human 
.Services Secretary Tommy

I hompson said the news 
"that inlliien/a may be taking 
an even larger toll than we 
have realized '' imilerscores 
the ini|>ortanee of flu shots. 
es|K‘eially lor okler ,x'ople.

Drug breakthroughs in the 
mid I9*)0s hel|X‘d reduce U S 
.\IDS deaths from 5I.(KK) in 
1993 to;,bout I3.(HM) in 2(H)I . 
But the mam wea[X)n dixtors 
have against flu -  a vaccine 
— has proven disappointingly 
ineffective in the most suscep­
tible prvpulation: people 63 
and older

Older people arc more 
prone to llu complications yet 
only alxnit 63 jx'recnt of them 
get vaccinated. The annual 
shots do not protect aging 
im mune system s as well as 

(Sec FLU. Page 1)
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Gray County S heriff’s Department 
reported the following arrests during the 
24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 7
Gary W. Jernigan, 35. 1237 Duncan, 

was arrested on a blue warrant.
A m paro O rtega, 42, 619 Carr, was 

arrested for driving while intoxicated.
Cutter Doy Hutchison, 30, 312 1/2 N. 

Wells, was arrested on two capias pro 
fines.

Matthew Preston Walker, 18, McLean, 
was arrested for injury to the disabled.

Jose F’erez, 27, 1120 Sirroco, was arrest­
ed by Department of Public Safety on a 
warrant for driving while license suspend­
ed.

S t o c k s
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O bituaries
DONALD C. ORMSON

Ì 920-2(H).Ì
Donald C. Ormson, 82-years-old, passed 

away on I'uesday, Jan. 7, 2003, at the Quinn 
( 'are  ( ’enter m Borger, Texas. Services will 
he held at 10 a.m.. Friday, Jan. 10, al First 
Baptist Church. Borger, Texas. The Rev. 
Ronald Rhoads, evangelist and graiulson-in- 
law. I ew isvilic, Texas, and Dr. Kerry 
Ormson. Don’s son, will be oTticialing while 
being assisted by Joe Janeway and Robert 
Hensley of Tirst Baptist Church. Burial will 
be in Memory Gardens in Pampa, Texas, 
under the direction of B row n’s Funeral 
Directors. Borger, Icxas.

Don Ormson was born m Monroe County, 
Wis., on Nov. 19, 1920. Alter enlisting in the 
military, he was stationed at Pampa Army An 
Field as a Staff Sergeant in Texas. In 1943, 
Don mJrried Jean Harrison in Pampa. In 
1945. he was sent to India for a tour of duty. 
After the end of World War II. Don returned 
to Pampa to raise his family. In 1952. the 
Ormsons moved to Borger, Texas.

Dtm worked at Coronado Drug until 1955, 
then he entered the otfice supply licld. From 
1956 to 1967, he was the Manager of Borger 
Off ice Supply. Afterwards, Don became asso 
ciated with Jim Hess I’rmters and Stationers. 
In 1980, he and his wile. Jean, operated 
Ormson Office Supply until his retirement in 
1985.

Don was a member ol the First Baptist 
Church ol Borger since 1952. serving as a 
deacon, .Sund.iy School leacher, and a choir 
member. He also served the Panhandle area

Administration opening door 
to dialogue with North Korea

By BARRY SCHWLID
AP Pil-t.OMATK W k it i:r

WASHINGTON (AP)
The Bitsh administration has 
opened the door to dialogue 
with North Korea, hul said 
Wednesday Pyongyang 
should not expect U S. incen­
tives, such as new tinancial 
aid, to drop its nuclear pro­
grams.

North Korea has not 
responded. White House 
spokesman Ari Fleischer said 
the oiler to talk should not be 
seen as "a negotiation lo give 
them any mdiicemenls, when 
previous inducements that 
were given to them were clis- 
olx'yed "

" They dropped llieir end 
ol the agreement and they 
should eeilainly not expeci 
the I Inilecl Stales to give them 
additional indiicementx to 
tionoi old agreements, " he 
said

" File h.ill IS in their 
court. " Fleischer said. " They 
are ilie ones th.il created this 
sitii.ilion li\ reneging on 
agreements tliat they tnade, 
and u e  vc ill continue to work 
closely will) our allies."

The offer to talk is uncon 
dilional. hul ilie administra­
tion IS standing by its position 
that Notili Koiea must give 
up I t s  miclcai weapons |iro 
grams

"We ate not going to pay 
again tor North Korea to live 
up to Its obligations," .Slate 
Dep.irlmenI spokesman 
Richard Boucher said 
Iiicsday. He referred to a 
pledge North Korea took in 
1994 to freeze the programs 
m exchange for fuel oil and 
two light water reactors, a 
dciil finiinced mostly by 
Japan and South Korea

The hard line the adminis 
tration had taken toward an 
increasingly bellicose
f’yongyang eased with the 
offer of a dialogue

'Tf Ihc North Koreans arc 
prepared to reverse course

and stop their aggres'sive pur­
suit of greater nuclear 
weapons capabilities, they 
know how to reach members 
olThe international eommuni- 
ly. " said .Sean McCormack, 
spokesman for I’resideni 
Bush’s National .Security 
Council. ”We are prepared to 
listen."

Boucher said. " I t’s an 
unconditional otter to talk to 
North Korea about how it can 
meet its international obliga­
tions”

Among them is an accord 
witli .South Korea that the 
Korean peninsula would be 
kept tree of nuclear weapons.

"We will obviously be 
looking to see how North 
Korea !es()onds and what 
they say. either in private or 
in publiL. what they are will­
ing to tio," Boucher said.

There w.is no immetiiale, 
threct response to the U S. 
otfei, hut the ollicial news 
agency. KCNA, said 
Wednesday there is an 
"increasing danger ot a 

nuclear war on the Korean 
Peninsula ” because ol the 
United States and urged the 
two Koreas to "pool iheii 
elforls and condemn ami frus­
trate the U.S. nuclear policy 
tor aggression ”

The U.S. otter was inchul 
ed in a statement issued |omt 
ly with .South Korea and 
Japan ;ifter two days ol meet 
mgs at the Stale Department 
A copy ol the |oinl commu 
nique w.is sent to the North 
Korean mission to the United 
Nations.

South Korean Deputy 
Foreign Minister Fee Tae Sik 
said ihc participants m the 
talks agreed that North Korea 
should take the first step by 
giving up Its nuclear weapons 
program "Only after this can 
we imagine seruius discus 
sions or dialogue taking 
place,’’ I^c  said

He said the United .Slates. 
Japan and South Korea did 
not set a timetable for North

Korean action, "but the situa­
tion IS getting worse and 
worse and we all have to 
assume not much lime is 
left”  .South Korea would con­
tinue Its contacts with North 
Korea to stress the importance 
of resolving the problem, he 
said.

The offer of dialogue was* 
backed by Bush, who again 
offered assurances in a 
('hicago speech that "we have 
no aggressive intentions, no 
argument with the North 
Korcitn people. We’re inter­
ested in peace in the Korean 
peninsula."

North Korea has demanded 
a nonaggression treaty with 
the United Stiites.

In Pyongyang on Tuesday, 
thousands of North Koreans 
tallied in support of a stronger 
military. And the government 
s.iid U..S. economic sanctions 
would lead to war.

The |oinl statement in 
Washington said Japan’s and 
.South Korea’s dialogues witli 
North Korea "serve ;ts impoi 
lant channels to resolve issues 
of bilateral concern”

F ir e
Pampa Fire Department responded to the 

following calls during the 24-hour period 
ending at 7 a.m. today.

'Diesday, Jan. 7
12 noon -  Two units and six firefighters 

responded to an alarm at 1321 W. Kentucky. 
It was a false alarm and the call was can­
celled before firefighters arrived.

8:23 p.m. -  One unit and three firefighters 
responded to a lifting assist in the 100 block 
of South Russell.

A m b u l a n c e
Rural/Metro Ambulance reported the fol­

lowing calls during the 24-hour period end­
ing at 7 a.m. today.

1\iesday, Jan. 7
7:42 a.m. -  A mobile ICU responded to 

Starkweather at Louisiana; one patient was 
transported to Pampa Regional Medical 
Center.

6:52 p.m. -  A mobile ICU responded to 
the 27(X) block of North Hobart; no patient 
was transported.

as a member of the G ideon’s International for 
48 years. As a member o f Rotary 
International, Don served as Past President of 
the Borger Club as well as chairman of many 
committees for civic projects. He was a mem­
ber of the Chm a/India/B urm a Reunion 
Fellowship of those who served in the m ili­
tary in those countries.

He IS preceded m death by his wife, Jean; 
three brothers, Archie, Orville, Benny; and 
one sister, Olga Knutson. Survivors include 
his son. Dr. Kerry Ormson and wife. Nancy, 
Amarillo, fexas; his daughter, Judy 
Springfield. Irving, Texas; his sister, Fdcanor 
Thompson, Kendall. Wis.; his niece, Jerrie 
Biggers, Pampa, and his nephew', Bobby 
Brazil, Pampa. Don also had six grandchil 
dren (Zanc, Torrie, Jon, Kris, Amber, and 
Russell) and four great-grandchildren 
( Taylor, Joshua, Kaillyn. and Nicholas).

Pallbearers are Verlie Deaton, Ronald 
Raff. Al Bierman. (ierald Cornelius, Art 
Tayhir, Vance Brown, Jim Hess, and F.d 
Biggs.

Honorary Pallbearers will be members ol 
the Borger G ideon’s International, Borger 
Rotary ("lub, and Bill W 'lllard’s Sunday 
School Class.

Memorials may be mailed to the (iideon’s 
International. Box 5800, Borger. TX 79008, 
or ("rown Hospice of Amarillo, 1000 S. 
Jefferson, Amarillo, TX 79101.

Family visitation will be from 7-8 p.m., 
Thursday, at Brown’s Funeral Directors.

P o l i c e
Pampa Police Department today reported 

the following incidents.
TViesday, Jan. 8

A runaway was reported in the 1600 block 
of North Christy.

Theft was reported in the 2100 block of 
Coffee. Reported taken were an engagement 
ring, necklace, earrings, and two coats. Loss 
was estimated at .$1,050.

Vandalism to a vehicle w'as reported to a vehicle 
in the 1300 block of ColTee. A side window was 
damaged by a BB with a damage e.siimate of $250.

Telephone harassment was reported in the 
700 block of Dean.

A runaway was reported in the 900 bkK'k 
of Brunow.

Domestic assault was reported in the 400 
block of Hazel. According to the police 
report, no injuries were reported.

Theft was reported in the 1900 block of 
Nr)rth Hobart. A pager valued at $55 was 
taken.

Criminal m ischief was reported at a res­
idence in the 1600 block o f West 
Somerville. According to the police report, 
holes were knocked in the walls, and a ca r­
bon monoxide detector and wall mounted 
ashtray were reported taken from the laun­
dry room. Damage estim ate was approxi­
mately $400.

Credit card abuse was reported at Beall's 
Department Store.

P a m p a

Today’s forecast is calling Tor mostly 
sunny skies, highs in the mid 70s. and south­
west winds 5 to 15 mph. Tonight’s forecast 
should be partly cloudy with lows m the lower 
30s. and southwest winds 5 to 15 mph shifting 
to the northwest. Thursday, mostly sunny. 
Much colder. Highs m the lower 50s. North 
winds 15 to 20 mph. Thursday night, partly 
cloudy. Lows in the lower 20s. I.ight winds. 
Friday, partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 40s. 
liast winds 5 to 15 mph. Friday night, partly

cloudy. Lows m the lower 20s. Saturday, 
cloudy. Chance of rain and snow. Highs in the 
mid 30s. Chance of ram and snow 30 percent. 
.Saturday night, mostly cloudy. Chance of 
snow. I.OWS in the mid 20s. Chance of snow' 
30 percent. Sunday, mostly sunny. Highs in 
the mid 40s. Sunday night, partly cloudy. 
Lows in the lower 30s. Monday, partly cloudy. 
Highs in the mid 50s. Monday night, partly 
cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. Tuesday, partly 
cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.

S t a t e w id e

a  lingering area of high 
pressure th a t’s brought
pleasant weather to Texas 
will hang on for a few more 
days, forecasters with the 
National Weather .Service 
said.

Femperaturcs ranged from 
the upper 30s to the lower 40s 
across North Texas early 
Wednesday. Winds blew from 
the south at 5-10 mph.

Fdsewhere, mostly clear 
conditions were reported, 
although some scattered clouds 
extended from the lower Texas

coast to far West 'Texas.
Predawn temperatures 

ranged from 33 degrees at 
Junction to 52 at Brownsville. 
Winds in West Texas were 
blowing from the west at 
southwest at 5-15 mph. A 
south wind frttm 5-10 pre­
vailed elsewhere.

North Texas will be partly 
cloudy and warm on 
Wednesday night, with lows 
near 50. Partly cloudy and 
cooler conditions were on tap 
Tor Thursday. Highs will be in 
the middle 60s.

( 'louds will thicken 
Wednesday night in South 
'Texas as lows fall into the 
upper 40s north and the lower 
50s south. Isolated showers 
were possible on Thursday 
morning, giving way to partly 
cloudy and breezy conditions 
by afternoon. Highs will be in 
the 70s.

West Texas will be partly 
cloudy overnight, with lows 
in the lower to middle 30s. 
Highs in the middle 40s to 
about 50 were forecast for 
Thursday.

Dynegy holding out greater expectations 
for new year than Wall Street predictions

HOII.STON (AP) -  
Dynegy Inc. ttfficials arc opti­
mistic 2003 will bring profits 
larger than Wall .Street had 
expected and a smaller debt 
load as the energy company 
continues revamping its busi­
ness.

Dynegy also plans to je tti­
son its money-losing trading 
and communications busi­
nesses this year, officials said 
Tuesday. '1 he company 
expects to earn 8 cents to 15 
cents per share, or $31 million 
to $54 million this year, 
exceeding analysts’ consensus 
estimate of 3 cents per share.

Dynegy was among the 
energy companies battered by 
llecing investors and squeezed 
credit rulings m the fallout of 
former rival Hnron Corp.'s 
December 2(H)I failure.

“ Our credit standing and 
the economy have created a 
challenging environment for

Dynegy, ” C hief Executive 
Bruce Williamson said.

Dynegy’s forecast assumes 
the company will successfully 
renegotiate $1.3 billion in 
bank agreements due in April 
and May. despite its low cred­
it ratings, which are below 
investment grade.

Dynegy will continue pay­
ing down debt and rely on its 
generation and natural gas liq­
uids businesses, as well as its 
Illinois utility, to provide an 
estimated $1.2 billion to $1.3 
billion m 2003 cash (low.

"I he company has access to 
$1.47 billion, cither in cash on 
hand or m hank credit, after 
paying $850 million ol the 
company’s total $7.7 billion 
debt last year. It plans to pay 
antither $100 million this 
month.

Gordon Howald, an analyst 
with Credit Lyonnaise, said 
Dynegy’s outlook may be "a

City Briefs
I hi‘ I’.imp.i News IS not responsible for tbe content of paid advertisement

CELEBRATIONS AETER
( brisim as Sale! All ( hrist- 
mas 6,5'/ó Off through the end 
ol Ian.

CHANEY 'S, 716 W lo s
ter, 5-H p.m. All You Can T.it 
$8, ch. fr. steak, salmon p.i- 
ties, spaghetti & meatballs, 
chicken tenders.

CO M M U N ITY  C H R IS ­
TIAN Schcwl, Enrollment for 
Spring Sem ester, |an . 6-10. 
Enrollm ent tor Fall 2003, 

3, 2003. (irades 
7th grade. 66.5- 
Ballard st.

R O SIE 'S  Bar... Dance to 
Senlim iento  N orteno. Sat., 
Jan. 11, 9 p.m.-I a.m. $7 sin­
gle, $10 couple.

opens Feb. 
Pre-K thru 
3,39,3, 220 N.

G O  WIRELESS in Pampa 
Now starting at $44.95. ( all 
( entram edia On-line Services 
t(xlav at 665 0106.

RUG RATS Prof C arpet 
('leaning. I'ree est. 665-1976

CLAY POTS 1 /2  price; 
C hristm as items 75% off. Last 
week of Holiday Sale, l^ z y  $ 
Feed & (iarden , 516 S. Rus.sell

HELP W ANTED: Optical 
Tech, apply to Vision Source, 
1324 N. Banks or Fax tx'siime 
to 665-3511.

SPECIAL BATH Day
Royse A nim al ' H ospital. 
Clean pets before bad w eath­
er hits again. All baths 1 low 
price Fri. & Sat only, 665- 
2223, 1939 N. Hobart

little bit rosy" when it 
comes to anticipating gas 
and power prices and suc­
cessful renegotiations with 
banks. But the eompany’s 
future isn’t as bleak as it 
appeared a few months ago, 
he said.

“The key point here is, it 
appears that they are going 
to make it through at least 
November 2003," Howald 
said. "Going from a compa­
ny that appeared to be very 
likely to tile bankruptcy, 
Dynegy is now a company 
th;K has a pretty good shot 
at surviving 2003."

Throughout 2002,
Dynegy replaced top execu­
tives. shut down its Lnron- 
likc online trading platform, 
announced plans to .scrap its 
trading business, laid off 
more than 1.100 workers 
and sold about $2 billion in 
assets.

“The com m unications 
business should be sold or 
shut down by the end of the 
first quarter," Williamson 
.said.

Dynegy is the only cnci 
gy company so far to settle 
regulatory probes into trad­
ing or accounting practices, 
without admitting wrongck)- 
mg.

The company agreed m 
.Septembef to pay $3 million 
to the .Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
regarding a natural gas dc«L 
that forced Dynegy to 
restate financial statements 
for 1999 2(X)1.

Then Dynegy agreed to 
pay $5 million to the 
('om m odity Trading
Futures Com mission last 
month regarding fake trades 
reported to industry publi­
cations to skew natural gas 
prices m Dynegy’s favor.
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P l a y
cd by Gina Kane. She was also in the the ele­
mentary choir production of “the Wizard of 
Oz.” Kat is a student at Pampa Middle School.

Judy Blackshear, “Peggy" and “Shop Girl 
#1,” is a full-time mother of “two beautiful 
children” - a daughter Brooklyn and a son 
Randall. Her acting credits include several 
high school productions where she did it all - 
acting, makeup and directing. This is her ACT 
I debut.

Diana Bruner, “Olga,” “Masseuse,” “Ms. 
Watts” and “Lucy,” serves as secretary on the 
ACT I board of directors. She’s been onstage 
the past three years, playing in “Musical 
Comedy Murders,” “Claptrap” and “Moon 
Over Buffalo.” She is a London certified high 
grade gold assayer.

Michele Dabbs, “Pedicurist,” “Princess 
Tamara,” “Ms. Trimmerback,” and “Helene” 
is a mother of five and works for Pampa 
Independent School District at Travis

Elementary in the cafeteria and for Latch Key. 
She made Her acting debut last season as 
Eileen in “Moon over Buffalo.”

C arla Gifford, “Countess de Lage,” hasn’t 
been oit stage since high school and grade 
school. She works at Garden Shop. She and 
her husband Rober, have four children and 12 
grandchildren. Carla, sister to Diana Bruner, is 
making her ACT I debut.

Shirley Faye Hoskins, “Hairdresser #1,” 
“Maggie,” “Nurse” and “Woman #1,” is a con­
venience store manager. “I’ve wanted to do 
this all my life,” says Shirley. She also serves 
on the ACT I board.

Jennifer Jones, “Eupie,” “Shop Girl #2” 
and “Club Girl #2,” attends Pampa Middle 
School. She is making her ACT I debut in 
playing a variety of parts.

Brandon Alton Kane, “Hairdresser #2” 
and “Fitter,” is a sophomore at Pampa High 
School. He is making his acting debut with 
ACT I but is no stranger to the stage having 
played Romeo and LeBray in “Cyrano.”

Gina Kane, “Edith Potter,” is on the board

of directors and has been involved with ACT I 
on stage, as a children’s theater director and 
served as costume mistress for several years. 
She and husband James have four children.

Rochelle Lacy, “Jane” and “Saleslady #1,” 
is an ACT I veteran from it’s inception. She 
has directed, acted and served on the board 
for 19 years. Her bachelor’s degree is in the­
ater and her master’s is in history. She and 
husband Calvin have five married children, 
13 grandchildren and three great grandkids, 
two of whom plan to follow in her theatrical 
steps.

Sheila Lindsay, “Miriam Aarons,” has 
been involved with ACT I for seven years as 
an actor, director and board member. She stays 
busy these days caring for the newest Lindsay 
family member, 8-month-old Jeron.

Shelby Needham, “Stagehand” and “Girl 
# I ,” is a student at Pampa Middle School also. 
She has been involved with the children’s the­
ater productions directed by Gina Kane.

Lisa Ryan, “Crystal,” was a military brat 
living mostly up and down the East Coast.

Today she’s site director at Celanese. She’s a 
newcomer to ACT 1.

Karen Smith, “Mary Haines,” is making 
her ACT I debut. She's married to Charles and 
they have three children, Christopher, 
Matthew and Hannah. Karen is a substitute 
teacher and Sunday school teacher with a 
degree in sociology.

Kim Ihtum , “Mrs. Morehead,” works for a 
local grocery store and is making her ACT I 
debut. She hasn’t been on stage since her col­
lege days when she played Mae Sister Woman 
from “Cat on a Hot Tin R oof’ and Peppermint 
Patty in “You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown.” She’s been married for 20 years and 
she and her husband have one son David.

Berinda 'Dircotte, “Nancy Blake,” “Ms. 
Fordyce” and “Saleswoman #2” has won sev­
eral Best Actress awards for her ACT I perfor­
mances. Recently she starred in an Amarillo 
Little Theater production of “Three Tall 
Women.” Turcotte is president of the ACT I 
board of directors and is scheduled to direct 
ACT I’s next production.

C o n t in u e d  f r o m  P a g e  O n e

B u s h
cent o f taxpayers.

Many eco n o m ist were perplexed by the 
plan’s heavy rejiance on the dividend tax 
elimination in a package that is Supposed to 
jump-start a sputtering economy, given that 
taxpayers won’t even see this relief until 
next year when they file their 2003 tax 
returns.

The administration, however, is counting 
on the tax dividend proposal to lift spirits on 
Wall Street, where investors have been bat­
tered by a $7 trillion drop in stock valuations 
over the past three years. Some advisers esti­
mate that stock prices could rise by 10 per­
cent with an elimination o f the dividend tax.

O f course. Bush may also be using the 
size o f  his package as a bargaining ploy.

intending to trade away some elements later 
for items more favored by Democrats. •

There are a lre^ y  competing Democratic 
proposals in both the Senate and House that 
have far smaller price tags and offer much 
more relief to lower-income workers and 
cash-strapped states.

Two potential Democratic presidential 
rivals. Sens. Joseph Lieberman and John 
Kerry, blasted Bush’s package on Tuesday 
as a giveaway to the wealthy at the expense 
o f  middle-class workers.

White House spokesman Ari Fleischer 
said Wednesday that many Democrats 
opposed Bush’s 2001 tax plan “ at first 
blush,’’ but some were converted.

However, there was an early sign that 
moderate Republicans might balk at parts o f  
Bush’s proposal. Moderate Republican Sen. 
Lincoln Chafee o f Rhode Island planned to

C o n t in u e d  f r o m  P a g e  O n e

Flu
they do younger ones.

Annual Hu shots have been 
recommended for people 65 
and older since the 1960s and 
for thr)se 50 and older since 
2000.

The llu death toll pales in 
comparison to that of the 
worldwide influenza epidemic 
of 1918, which killed more 
than 20 million people, includ­

ing 500,000 Americans.
But the new numbers fms- 

trate public health experts who 
had hoped the development of 
flu vaccine about 40 years ago 
would have had a greater 
effect.

Vaccination rates are also 
dismal — about 30 percent — 
for another target group, peo­
ple with high-risk conditions 
such as diabetes and heart dis­
ease, said Dr. Keiii Fukuda, a

C IX ' epidemiologist.
Thompson noted that flu 

shots are free under Medicare 
and said new federal rules 
should help increase vaccina­
tion rates by allowing hospital­
ized Medicare patients to get 
flu shots without a drKtor’s 
order.

For the study, researchers 
developed a new statistical 
mtxiel to create a more accurate 
estimate of flu deaths using

C o n t in u e d  f r o m  P a g e  O n e

Rates
session.” he said.

Many .school districts 
across the state are pushing 
for a change in the school 
finance laws. The present sys­
tem takes money from 
wealthier .school districts and 
gives it to the poorer districts.

One of every four school 
districts in the state has hit a 
legal limit on its property-tax 
rate, at $1.50 for every $100 
in property value.

Costs of social services in 
Texas can be handled by bet­
ter management, he said.

“We can be more creative

in managing the growth of the 
program,” said Duncan.

He said Texas had to 
approve an additional $2 bil­
lion to keep the Medicaid and 
CHIPS program “floating” 
because of the federal require­
ments.

Duncan said 80 percent of 
the health claims in the two 
state-furnished health care 
programs come from 20 per­
cent of the people who are 
insured.

“We need to get better 
management of the programs 
to see costs go down,” he 
said.

He added that there are

several environmental issues 
coming before the legislatii '. 
“But I don’t know how we 
will furid them all,” he said.

Water will be a prominent 
issue of the upcoming 140- 
day session, he said. “The 
wisdom of the rule of capture 
has been raised and probably 
will be a topic,” he said.

“It will be an interesting 
session,” said Duncan.

, , C o n t in u e d  FROM P a g e  O n e

Crash
Air Midwe.st.

A mtiintenance alert had been 
issued in August for the same 
mixlel of airplane after attach­
ment bolts for the vertical stabi­
lizer were found loo.se on a plane 
during a scheduled inspection.

Maintenance records on the

plane that crashed weren’t 
immediately available.

The crash comes after a year 
in which there were no deaths 
aboard a passenger or cargo air­
liner in the United States. It had 
been the third time in a decade 
that a year went by without a 
fatality on a commercial plane, 
according to the FAA.

f « . r > C I N E M A  4
C O R O N A D O  SHOPPING CENTER

665-7141 M O VIE HOTLINE
______www.oktheQtres.com______

HUUDINIUUIIUniUI P G I3
Showtimes Friday-Sundav 7 00 & 9:30 

Mondoy-Thursddy 7:00 only 
Soturddy & Sundoy 2:00. 4:30. 7:00. 9:30

LORD OF THE RINGS PG13
Showtimes Everydoy 7:15 

Soturdoy ond Sunddy 2:15, 7:15

GANGS OF NEW YORK R
Showtimes Everyday 7:00 

Saturday and Sunday 2:00. 7:00

CATCNMEIFYONCANpgio
Showtimes Everyday 7:15.9.45 

Soturdoy ond Sunday 2:15.4:45. 7:15.9:45

COMING SOON:
Star Trek Nemises, The Hot Chick, 

Two Weeks Notice

join Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-C alif.. to 
announce legislation on Thursdayf that? 
would freeze the t ^  ina»ne-tax rate at its 
current 38.6 percent until budget surpluses^ 
return. ■ yiyf-

In the House, where the rulés g ive the 
majority Republicans more control ovier the 
flow o f legislation. House Speaker Dennis 
Hasten, R-III., predicted the measure that is 
finally passed “will look very much like 
what the president has asked for.7* t 

While economists generally q>plauded 
the plan as carrying effective stimulus mea­
sures, they questioned why Bush had ear­
marked only a token $3.6 billion to states.

Mark Zandi, ch ie f  econom ist o f  
Economy.com, said Bush’s ^package will 
probably boost econom ic growth by 0 .7  per­
centage point this year. But he said the 
spending cuts and tax increases states are

- being forced to enact to balance'their bud- 
L gets w ill probably trmn 0.5 percentage point 

growdi, leaving a tiny 0 .2  ^rcentage  
point improvement for the economy as a ' 
whole from government actions.

Other analysts worried that Bush’s p li^  
might {MPOvide a short-term boost for tbe 
economy this year but turn into a long-tenn  
drag over the next decade by causing budget 
deficits to e x p lo ^  and send interest rates 
soaring. „ r- ' t

“I am worried that w e are giving away so 
much in tax cuts, that we will never get back 
to a budget balance,’’ said David W yss, ch ief 
economist at Standard & Poor’s in N ew ' 
York.

EDITOR‘S NOTE: Martin Crutsinger has 
covered economic issues fo r The Associated 
Press in Washington since 1984.

national mortality and virus 
surveillance data.

The new mtxlel shows that a 
rrK>re lethal virus strain has hit 
in recent years, contributing to 
the increase in deaths.

But between 1976 and 1999, 
the number of U.S. adults 85 
and older doubled. And the 
researchers found that this age 
group was 16 times more likely 
to die of flu-related causes than 
people ages 65 to 69.

G o t Problems in Your Hands?
If you have arthritis, deformities, hand 
injury and other afflictions of the hand...

Call. Maybe we can help?
Edward E. Quiros, M.D., F.A.C.S., F.I.C.S.

Hand and Upper Extremity Surgery 
Corazon P. Quitos, M.D. 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

600 WThird Tel: 806-273-7596
Borger.TX 79007 - Fax: 806-274.^362^

Going-Out-Of-Business
Kids Stuff

110 N. Cuyler 
In Downtown Pampa

N e w  M a r k d o w n s  S t a r t s  T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  9 ^

All Merchandise - Now 1 '2 Price or Less
Shoes iSr Clothes In fan t to Teens

Merchandise For All Seasons Must Go!J.
All Sales Final!

50 - 70% OFF Z

ivTdER
CLEARANCE
SALE!

PICK A  PIAN THAT WORKS FOR YOU
AND PICK THREE FREE:

•% 003 BONUS ANYTIME MINUTES
•  $5 MONTHLY REBAR 
•UNUM ITED NIGHTS & WEEKENDS 
•FR EE INCOMING CARS
•  UNUMITED MOBILE-TO-MOBIIE 
•FR EE ACTIVATION

e* '.*15 LÁJO

PLUS, GET A  FREE N O K IA  51651

1.800.882.4154 wwwdobsoncellular.com

Expand your p o s s i b i l i t i e s : \

DOBSON ̂
CELLULAR SYSTEMS

MMGBt BaNr CdyOrug (806)3219135 Pampa CommurcatiorH ZmhConsultmg WBIMCTONDobton C«Nutar
905 N Cedar (806)665 1663 (806) 435 2?00 Lanolord CommuncalKins (806)447 1004
(806) ?73-5656 ONUVBt NMMMBLE tMMMKKGruwr Ford, inc Lañe & (Company, me WareChemM mmmHy Toch CommuncatiorTS 
(806) 274 7452 (806)733 2431 (806)537 3537 

raWYTQN
(806) 256 3860 Lyndon Loyd Auchonaars 

(806)826 5850
WT Services Donar CMular Acá Commercial Rallo Calular Commjncitioni Ware Chmrroiet(806)273 2092 2131 Parrylon Fkwy (809 665-0600 (806)435-7131 (806) 65» 2662 (806)826 3026
GMMOIMI Ta» To Mt WvHa« B&B Silas Toia Vilua Harem WrairaWoriuOo6ew CeOulér
311 Man SI (806)323 9135

Farmart Eqûinianl (80G 665-8046 (006)648 1600 (806)659 3762 (806)698 1800

P>nm<itDn,«Mki «(4ai»l>cai]lnort|iinM tn FfMiftranaynolMlamrvpaml rot>*»a5166 jmW * .» i t »» Hr im
üKKMonnanK'iwigvrar« Bnun»UKngM<aan,tuMialmnM tnlrnt! « id n a a ittiir tu M a  to a in m  MW M conm til 

• * im »  (nyM ajW TwtnirtiaidiW KnM kO fHvrww rwail>TO«%«ali >f«nMniÿtMM«wOnn<KNimini\gak«()l«nDH, 
tonttknnian^iin lKam artK it'anM  ira y w ig M n v ia tilx rtK W k n M B iV a " '^  Fa M •  M an ■  b  ■  krg >  r« cuttm« ilmi «1 
•■ m n k ito u n a w  a fa n a  <■■»*■» )^«K la ,a iaanauaaa ia ti« iitm gc*O Taaim italM f«aa ia%  Npt m  un an  m u í ai 
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House GOP leaders make it easier for free vacations
By I a r r y  m a r g a s a k
A ^SOUAII I) PKbSS WKIThK

VVASMINii lON (A P ) —  House  
R epuhl Kan  leaders concea led  Irom the 
cliamhei s ethics leaders the now-approved 
Hires chanj.’cs that al low charities to give 
lavsinakers tree vacations and make it easier 
loi lohhyisis to send food to congressional 
oilH es

Rep Joel Mellcy, a Colorado Repuhlican 
who led ihe House ethics commit tee in the 
Iasi ( Ongiess,  said he learned ol the projros 
• ils Monday loo late to o rgam /e  an elloi t  
lo deleie them Irom a larger package ol rules 
Kwisioiis. Ihe  package passed luestlay on a 
p.i iu hue sole

l le lh v .  who saiil he may lead ihe panel 
aiMiii Ihis \t-ai, saiil Iiiesdav he tieeided to 
M\ and modils the looser rules later rather 
ihaii slop them immeiliately.

Rep l lowaii l  l i e iman.  D C a l i l . ,  v\ ho 
sei V i. d as Ihe i an king mmorily member ol the 
elhu s panel, said he was not cotisulled either. 
lUimaii  will not he serving this year on the 
p.iiK'l heeause ol leim liniils mi|)osetl h\
I louse I iiles
f

spokesman loi House .Speaker Dennis 
I l.isiei I. R III.  said the changes were cos met 
le. Inn Demoi ia i s  said thev seriouslv erodeil

the ethical standards introduced by 
Republicans when they tirnk control of the 
House m 1995. Ihe CiOF toughened stan­
dards of conduct for House members and 
staff after numerous ethics investigations 
under Democratic rule for the previous four 
decades. The Senate has not acted to ease its 
gift rules

I he House rules package with the ethics 
changes passed on a party-line vote of 221- 
20.J. A Democratic ellort to kill the revisions 
was defeated 225-200.

We w eren 't consulted .” Hefley said. 
"W e're in a position to know what gets peo­
ple 111 trouble '

Hefley said he wants to find a way to have 
lawm akers help a legitim ate eharity but 
addeil. "You don't want boondoggle deals 
where you get a nice vacation and someone 
else p.iys tor it. "

Herman said: "I think it's a big mistake. I 
wish they had given the committee a chance 
lo review the issues before putting them into 
the lule^ package. "

Ihe ethigs com m ittee, lorm ally the 
Commillee on .Standards of Olticial ("onducl, 
has an etpial number ot Demoerats and 
Republicans.

I he Democi.it vs ho led the opposition lo 
the rules changes I iiesday in the f irst debate

of the I08th C ongress chfded the 
Republicans for undoing the tough rules they 
initiated.

“ The Republican majority made much of 
past abuses in this body,” said Rep. Martin 
Frost, D-Texas. "Y et, now that the 
Republicans believe they have a safe and 
secure majority for the foreseeable future, 
they want to undo some of the significant 
strides that were m ade.”

John Feehery, the spokesman for Speaker 
Dennis Hasten, said the changes were clari­
fications. “ The purpose of the charity provi­
sion is to allow members to support chari 
lies,” he said. I he perishable food provision, 
dubbed by the Democrats as the "pizza 
rule,” means that “ low-paid staff can have 
something lo eat at dinner. I'hey can eat pizza 
ethically. " Feehery said.

The charity rule allows organizations cer- 
tilied as charities by the Internal Revenue 
•Service to pay for travel and lodging for 
events sponsored by the charitable grouji. 
( urrently, a House memjjei must pay lor his 
own Iransporfation and hotel.

The prohibition was .idopted lo discourage 
lawmakers from atteiulmg charitable events 
at resorts, amounting to free vacations.

I he new food rule applies, for example, 
when lobbyists want to have dinner delivered

to a com m ittee office when lawmakers and 
their staffs are working late on legislation.

Before the change, the value of the food 
would have counted against a $49.99 ceiling 
for a single gift to a member and a $99.99 
annual limit for gifts from the same source.

The change allocates the value of the food 
against the gift limits of all those who eat it. 
It was unclear how House officials will keep 
track of everyone who grabs a slice of pizza 
or a chicken leg from a table full of food.

The House Committee on Standards of 
(Jfficial Conduct, the ethics com m ittee’s for­
mal name, distributed gift-rule guidance to 
lawm akers last N ovem ber that said the 
$49.99 limit "cannot be evaded by ... averag­
ing the expense o f gifts given to more than 
one m ember or staff person.”

Don .Simon, acting president of C’ommon 
Cause, said the perishable food rule would 
create “ an easy avenue around the gift rule. 
It's really a proposal that's m bad faith. To 
stirlace this on the day Congress opens gets 
the House off on a very bad loot.”

Simon said the charily provision "re-cre­
ates the abuse of the sham vacation for mem­
bers in the guise of charitable events."

' There's a long record of abuse, which led 
to adoption of the rule m the first place," he 
said.

Daschle says not planning to run for presidency in 2004
W A S II IN d lO N  ( A l ’ i Senate 

I )eiiiiK r.iiK Ii '.k Ici Tom Daschle has 
decided nul lo  i i i i i  lo i piesidcnt m 
.’004 .illc i w ics ih iig  w ith  his choice 
.ill ilie  w .IS ii|) lo ilcc is ion time.

D.isi hle s .iiiMoiiiKcment surpnseil 
i \en  some ol Ins own slallers, who 
wen- p l. i ii ii iiu ’ .1 camp.iign k icko ll 
S .iiiiidas III his home tow n ol 
■AlHuleen. S I ) ,  to llow cd  by c.im 
p.Ill’ ll n ips to si.lies w iili early piesi 
de iilia l coiilesis

To Ih' honest. I came very close to 
decnlmg in l . i \o i ot runn ing ," the 
.Soiilh D .ikola l.iw maker s.ikl Tiicsday. 
He eliose insie.id lo  iiin  lo r re election 
to iln- I I..S. .Sen.lie.

I le lo ld  lepo ile is  as lale as .Siiiul.iv 
dial he was le.ining loward runnm i' loi 
p ie s id iii l. b ill on Tuesday arternoon

saiil he hail decided w iih in  the jncv i- 
ous 24 hoins lo  si.iy in the .Senate.

I ’ m not going lo run lo r president 
bcc.iuse IIIN p.ission is right here. " he 
s.iid I must s.i\ I le d  as goiKl aboul 
dlls decision .is .inv T \e  c \c r  made.'

D.ischle l.iughed when he w.is 
asked al .i news b rie ling  Tuesday il il 
fe lt s ii.m ge lo  be .1 prom m ent 
D em oci.iiic  sen.ilor who was nol run 
ning lo r |>rcsidcni I le .ilso laugheil o il 
a i|ucsiion aboul whom he would sup 
port 'W c  w ill Ix' exeilcd about our 
nominee, and until tli.it time, may the 
Ivst (x-ison w in ,' he s.iid

fe llo w  .Sens. John K e rry  o f 
,\1 .issachusetls .ind John Tilwards ol 
N 'oith ( '. iro lm .i .irc seeking the 
D em oc i.itic  nom m .ition  anti .Sen. 
Joseph l .iebermaii ol .Connecticut is

e\|K’cted to announce his candidacy 
soon. .Sens. Hob (iraham ol Florida 
and Joseph Hiden of Delaware are 
.ilso considering a White House bid.

\erm ont (iov. Howard Dean and 
Rep. Dick (iephardt ol Missouri arc 
also 111 the race, and (ien. Wesley 
( lark of Arkansas is considering a 
run.

Al (iorc. the 2000 Democratic 
nominee, probably would have domi 
nated the Held if he had run. Hut he 
said m mid-Decemtx.-r that he w as not 
entering the race.

Several ol Daschle's Democratic 
colleagues said they were pleased the 
55-year-old lawmaker would remain 
as their leader and challenge I’resident 
Hush's agenda from the .Senate.

" I h e  Democratic caucus is

stronger because he v\ill continue as 
our leader in the United States 
.Senate, where we neetl liis purpose­
ful leadership now more than ever," 
Keny said.

"He made his decision iKcause he 
really Ixdieves he can do more for this 
country as the Democratic leader of 
the .Senate." Fxlwards said.

(iephardt on Tuesday called 
Daschle a "treasured friend" and said 
he was "paiJicularly grateful today 
that 1 won't lx  tacing him in a presi­
dential debate."

I'om Mann, who watches Congress 
lor the Brookings Institution." said 
Daschle's decision not lo )oin the 
presidential contest could make him 
more effective as Demixiatic leader.

"I think he becomes a bieeer asset

to the party by not being a candidate in 
eompetition with some of the very 
senators he has to work with." Mann 
said.

It would have Ixen nearly impossi­
ble lo mn lor the DemcK'ratic nomina­
tion while serving as the paily's leader 
111 the .Senate, lyiaiin said. But Da.schle 
had been lining up support from 
DemiKTatic campaign veterans and he 
was planning visits to key early states 
like Iowa, New Hampshire and South 
Carolina.

Daschle's decision changes the 
dynamics in Iowa, which borders 
Daschle's home state and where 
precinct caucuses launch the presiden­
tial nominating season. " Tom would 
have been a formidable force in 
Iowa. " Dean said.
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S A V I N G S

m n

SALE 16.99
VANITY FAIR*
Illumination leopard print bra 
Res- 28.00 f  V*

SALE 6 .0 0
VANITY FAIR*
Illumination hi-cut brief 
Reg. 8.00

UP TO 50% OFF

J
A
N

SALE 16.99
VANITY FAIR* i  ^
Illumination fashion colpAbra
Reg. 29.00

SALE 6.99^
VANITY FAIR* 1
Illumination match mate 
hi cut fashion color brief 
Reg. 12.00

ENTIRE STOCK B A L I-  BARELY T H E R E - VANITY FAIR- BRAS S16.99

Check Out Our Insert In Today's Paper
DOORS OPEN 10 AM

CLEARANCE
ENTIRE STOCK OF MENS 
AND LADIES SWEATERS 

AND OUTERWEAR

50-60% OFF
ACCESSORIES

50-60% OFF
SELECT GROUP OF LADIES 
HANDBAGS AND JEWELRY

LADIES BOOTS

50-60% OFF
SELECT GROUP OF LIFE STRIDE®, EASY 

SPIRIT®, WESTIES® AND DANELLE® BOOTS

LINENS "

50-60% OFF
SELECT GROUP OF LINENS

LADIES APPAREL

50-60% OFF
SAVE ON SELECT MISSES, PETITE, PLUS AND JUNIOR 

SEPARATES, COORDINATES AND DRESSES

HOME DECOR 
AND GIFTS

50-60% OFF
SELECT GROUP

Monday - Saturday 10-6; Sunday 1-5 Coronado Center

0
8

2
0
0
3



Gela
Morgan!
We Make! 
You Need!

Many Sizes 
Up to IDS JeU Any size

Morgan Builds, Soils, 
Dollvers i  Sorvices 

Wo Mako IL..YOU Need III 
Financing Available OAC 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
90 Days Same As Cash

Storage
Ofllces
Carports
Garages
Barns
Cottages

7402 Canyon Dr. • 1-27 & Bell

806-358-959X
A io rg a n Family
__________________________ Fun

B ldgs S p a s  P oo ls
www.morQaqusi.com AND CASM»peut

PRcnv bad. , 
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DEAR ABBY
written by Pauline Phillips and daughter Jeanna Phillips

iTArSAIN
OOoeM yOKAfíNOW

A N P * « : ^  
OCEEPING 

MEOUr

Freeloading Sons Must Begin 
To Shoulder Their Own Weight

Garfield

1)F)AK ABBY: My husband left 
me two years ago Since that time I 
have struggled rinanciully with no 
help from him. I earn only half of 
w hat I need to pay my bills each 
month S<'veral times this past year 
I was sick and mi.ss<!d work with no 
coni|M'nsation — so you can imagine 
the |X)verty level at which I live. My 
th ree children  still live w ith me. 
They an> 17, 19 and 22.

The problem is, my two oldest 
hoys have full-tim e jobs, yet they 
n ‘fus«‘ to help out flnancially. I ask 
only that they aintribute $50 a week.
I know I !un doing them a diss<‘rvkv 
by allowing tiiem to freeload, lieo)u.s<> 
Ih e /n ' tiot learning to take res()onsi- 
hdity However, I cannot handle the 
ultimatum of “pay up or get out.” 

Should my kids choose to leave, I 
would he sick w ith  worry. I am 
worriisl now. too, hut not nearly as 
womeil as I'd lx- if they wen* to walk 
out of my life, as my olde.st son did 
when I gave him that ultimatum a 
year ago He has only recentl.v 
starUsl talking to me again, but our 
relationship is strained He blames 
me for the haniship he ex[x*rieiuisl 
when lie went out on his own

Is there another way to make my 
eliildren contnhuU* to our hoii.s<>hold 
without taking drastic measures? 
I’leasi' help, Ahhy I am text tin*d to 
get an additional part-tim e job in 
order to kis*p our heads above waU*r.

AT A LÖSS 
IN RIVERHKAD, N Y

DEAR AT A LOSS: Please do 
not tolerate this situation any 
longer. You’re doing no one a 
favor — including yourself.

Your boys have a lot of grow­
ing up to do. Your request for 
$50 a week from the older boys 
is not excessive. They are young 
men now and should want to 
ease the burden you’re carrying 
to give them a home.

Call a family meeting. Explain 
your financial situation in no 
uncertain terms. Then decide — 
as a family — what steps can 
be taken.

DEAR HURTING: Before mak­
ing any decisions that could 
affect the rest of your life, please 
pick up the phone and call the 
American Cancer Society. It 
sponsors support groups nation­
wide for survivors of cancer and 
their spouses. To find one in 
your community, call the toll- 
hee number: (800) 227-2345. It is 
imperative that you and your 
husband start communicating 
again. As things stand, you are 
flirting with disaster —and the 
one who could be seriously 
harmed is you.

! /  WHAT

J?/APAVf6 1-8 -Í V>.

HE HAS QUITE ) 
AN ARW r |

Beetle Bailey
SORRY ABOUT MY 
MEN,SIR, THEY'RE
v e r y  a n g r y  a n d
ANTAGONISTIC

DEAR ABBY: I have been married 
for 32 years. I love my husband  
dearly, but last year I had a cancer­
ous breast removed. I am doing well 
so far. The problem is my husband 
has not touched me since the surgery.

In the meantime, I ran into an old 
friend with whom I was very much 
in love when I was 17. He is also 
marrii*d We .see each other as often 
as [xissible — which isn’t very often 
Ix'cause his job takes him all over 
the country. I am not sun* he would 
give up his present life, nor am I 
sure 1 would give up mine, but my 
husband is pushing me out the door.

I c a n ’t seem  to  ge t my h igh  
.school sw<*i*theart off my mind. He 
tn*ats me so much betU*r than my 
husband, who has a bad tem per, 
has h u rt me more th a n  once and 
ohv'iously can’t stand to Icxik at me. 
At niy age, should I grab what little 
joy I have left, or forget it?

HURTING IN THE MIDWEST

D e a r  A b b y  is  w r i t t e n  b y  A b ig a i l  
V a n  B u re n ,  a la o  k n o w n  aa  J e a n n e  
P hiU ipa, and w aa founded  by h e r  m o th er, 
P a u l in e  P h iU ip a .  W r i t e  D ^ a r  A b b y  a t  
w w w .D e a rA b b y .c o m  o r  P .O . B o x 69440 . 
Loa Angelea, ( 'A  90069.

F o r an  e x c e lle n t g u id e  to  b ec o m in g  a 
b e t t e r  c o n v e r a a t io n a l ia t  a n d  a m o re  
a t t r a c t i v e  p e r a o n ,  o r d e r  * * llo w  to  B e  
P o p u la r ."  S e n d  a b u a in e a a -a iz e ,  a e lf-  
a d d re a a e d  e n v e lo p e ,  p lu a  c h e c k  o r  
m oney o rd e r  fo r  $5 (IJ.S. fu n d a  o n ly l to: 
D e a r  A bby P o p u la r ity  B o o k le t, P .O . Box 
4 4 7 , M o u n t  M o r r i a ,  I L  6 1 0 5 4 -0 4 4 7 .  
(PoNtage ia in c lu d ed .)

OH, SU R E... IF YOU'RE ,
p l e a s a n t  t o  t h e m .'

iiicxr̂UôHiid
•cou

Marvin

1 YE BEEN TR YIN G  
WAPE t h r o u g h  

TdtS PUBLISH E K '^ 
CONTRACT a l l

PA'V.-iEFF

Crossword Puzzle Marmaduke

:r o s s w o r d
y THOMAS JOSEPH  

DOWN *
1 Film 

excerpts

w

w
CROSS 
I Farm 

concern
> Scottish 

pirate
I Entertainei 

Jennifer 
I Explosive 

stuff
! Concepts 
I Actor 

Hawke 
t Corral 
i Way back 
when 

' Reacted 
to dust, 
perhaps 

I Barracks 
bed

) Secret 
meeting 
Chess 
piece

I Premature 
I Okra 
holder 

I Relish 
I Put down 
• What's 
behind the 
curtain? 

’ Chic 
I Bonanza 
stuff

> "See yar 
1 Brown
shade 

I Rectify 
I Singer 
Travis 

I Course 
rental 
Tanners 
catch 
them

2 Rat or 
muskrat

3 First 
game

4 Casserole 
bit

5 Baby 
foxes

6 Cornell’s 
home

7 Knight's 
opponent

8 Words of 
prohibition

10 Eva’s 
sister

11 Poverty 
16 “Stop

Yasterday’s answer

21 Bit of 
lore

23 Current 
rage

24 Canal 
setting

25 Raw bar 
choice

dreamingr 27 Perfect 
18 Ogled place

28 Alloy’s 
lack

29 Purple 
hue

30 Pole 
explorer

31 Defeats 
33 Campout

sight
37 Blunder

IT'^siUGT O H t
LONG <:la v js e .
AFTER a n o t h e r  
GLAOGE, AFTER  
ANOTHER CLAUSE..,

o o

.Í f

GOUNOS LUCE THEYÌ?e |  
D F T E K M t K lE D  TO 1P E T E R M tN E O  TO 
G E T  THEIR  CLAUSE 
. IN T O Y O O

B.C.

e:oB» ratxtoa; svvnx atf ivc

iO ù  CMOW c h e c c e p  in t o  a
P6ALLY' Fl^GAU HCTEL WHEN THEY 
leave  a OH youK- p illo w
EACH n ig h t .

You
Wow

HaggarThe Horrible

"If you must know, I'm guarding the leftover 
pot roast we're having for dinner.'

i^ M Y  ríe  cAf?iziee a  l o t
f  n p

The Family Circus
N IW  CflOSSW OflO SOOKl Stnd 54 SO (chKivffii)) to 
Thom« jQMph Book 1, PO Boi S9647S. Orlando. FL 328S3-647S

Y A ujA eie  '  OF f^eepoN eidiLH Y  
A ^ ie ’TAMT s. INTO PATT L e !  J  WríAPP 

LUCKY eoPiB! -- ------------------------------------

Peanuts

STUMPED?
For answer to today's crossword call 1 -Q0(MS4-7377 99* per min . 

18 years of age or older only A Kirx) Features Service

Bil Keane’s fill-in artist focuses on 
“ZITS” as only a 7-year-old would

here's  the \  
fuWRLP FAMOUS

f l a g m a n
STAMPING IN 
THE KOAP 
CONTROLLINE 

TRAFFIC,

■» .I......;;;»

- Í

■ymf

Flo a Friends étondto

•■ 5o ,f i o .  .View
^  d a  g f ( 9 o e (u l ly '^
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BASKETB.

PAMPA —
Palo Duro 88 
men boys ba: 
Monday night.

Jarrett Kotai 
high scorer w 
Ryan Tones fo 
with 15. Brayd 
Sharod Young I 

Pampa’s reo

VO LLEYB

PAMPA —
Pampa
Department wi 
ing men's and \ 
volleyball leagu 

Men’s and 
4(four players i 
divisions will 
Players must bi 
to participate.

Entry deadlii 
5 p.m., and th 
begin the week 

Entry fee (sf 
$100 and playe 
per player with 
eight (5) player 

Roster fotTn 
and league by-l 
able at the Rec 
at 816 S. Hob 
information, p 
Shane Stokes 
between 8 a.m 
Monday througl

FOOTBALl

NEW YOI
Paul Tagliabi 
ensure the 
breakdown th 
on the last pla; 
wild-card gai 
the New York 
the San Fran 
won’t happen ¡

The NFL c 
said the league 
the officials’ fj 
pass interfere 
Niners to se 
penalty was mi

“What hapi 
end, in terms < 
down of offii 
totally unaccei 
and it shouldn 
pened with th 
already in plací 
said in a radio 
Sporting New 
Tuesday.

“We are goii 
oughly review] 
breakdown oc 
said.

If a flag had 
against the Nir 
interference, 
would have I 
chance to attem
game-winning ‘  

goal. Instead, tl 
out and San Fr 
39-38.

The pass 
penalty agaii 
defensive ei 
Okeafor would 
offsetting penal 
York was flagge 
gal man downi 
given the Gia 
chance to kick tl 

The Giants, 
24-point lead it 
half, botched 
attempt becaus 
snap. Holder Mt 
scrambled out c 
and threw a pt 
Rich Seubert, w 
ble on the play b 
down by OkeaR 

“I’m sure thi 
feels that there 
breakdowns in 
and I’m sure Su 
feels that his 
down in the first 
Giants didn't pe 
second half like 
the first and th 
football,” TagI 
“On the official 
shouldn’t hav( 
and we are n 
thoroughly.”

http://www.morQaqusi.com
http://www.DearAbby.com
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BASKETBALL

PAIVIPA — P^mpa fell to 
Palo Duro 88-61 in a fresh­
men boys basketball game 
Monday night.

Jarrett Kotara was Pampa’s 
high scorer with 16 points. 
Ryan Torres followed closely 
with IS. Braydon Barker and 
Sharod Young had 7 each.

Pampa’s record is 9-3.

VOLLEYBALL

PAMPA — The'City of 
Pampa * Recreation
Department will be sponsor­
ing men’s and women’s, adult 
volleyball league.

Men’s and women’s 4 x 
4(four players on each team) 
divisions will be offered. 
Players must be 14 years old 
to participate.

Enu-y deadline is Jan. 15 at 
S p.m., and the season will 
begin the week of Jan. 20.

Entry fee (sponsor’s fee) is 
$100 and playef’s fee is $10 
per player with a minimum of 
eight (5) players.

Roster forms, fact sheets 
and league by-laws are avail­
able at the Recreation Office 
at 816 S. Hobart. For more 
information, please contact 
Shane Stokes at 669-5770 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

FOOTBALL

NEW YORK (AP) —
Paul Tagliabue wants to 
ensure the officiating 
breakdown that occurred 
on the last play of the NFC 
wild-card game between 
the New York Giants and 
the San Francisco 49ers 
won’t happen again.

The NFL commissioner 
said the league is reviewing 
the officials’ failure to call 
pass interference on the 
Niners to see how the 
penalty was missed.

“W^at happened at the 
end, in terms of the break­
down of officiating, was 
totally unacceptable to us 
and it shouldn’t have hap­
pened with the mechanics 
already in place,” Tagliabue 
said in a radio interview on 
Sporting News Radio on 
Tuesday.

“We are going to be thor­
oughly reviewing how the 
breakdown occurred,” he 
said.

If a flag had been thrown 
against the Niners for pass 
interference, the Giants 
would have had another 
chance to attempt a potential 
game-winning 41-yard field 
goal. Instead, the clock ran 
out and San Francisco won 
39-38.

The pass interference 
penalty against Niners 
defensive end Chike 
Okeafor would have created 
offsetting penalties — New 
York was Ragged for an ille­
gal man downfield — and 
given the Giants another 
chance to kick the field goal.

The Giants, who blew a 
24-point lead in the second 
half, botched the first 
attempt because of a bad 
snap. Holder Matt Allen then 
scrambled out of the pocket 
and threw a pass to guard 
Rich Seubert, who was eligi­
ble on the play but got pulled 
down by Okeafor.

“I’m sure that everybody 
feels that there were some 
breakdowns in that game 
and I’m sure Steve Mariucci 
feels that his club broke 
down in the first half and the 
Giants didn’t perform in the 
second half like they did in 
the first and that’s part of 
football,” Tagliabue said. 
“On the officiating point, it 
shouldn’t have happened 
and we are reviewing it 
thoroughly.”

Optimist Club needs basketball coaches
First boys games are 
set for Jan. 26 week

PAMPA —  A shortage 
of coaches has caused the 
Pam pa O ptim ist Youth 
Club to postpone the open­
ing of the boys’ basketball 
season by a week, accord­
ing to Ron Carr, Optimist 
second vice-president.

“Boys who are reg is­
tered through the Internet 
before Saturday  will be 
guaranteed a spot in our

program ,” Carr said.
R eg istra tion  is being 

conducted  on-line now. 
Parents may register their 
boys on the Optim ist w eb­
site:
w w w .O ptim ist.Pam pa.com . 
A special registration ses­
sion will be held from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at 
the O ptim ist C lub, C arr 
said.

T ryouts w ill be held 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Monday, 
W ednesday and Thursday 
next week.

P ractice  w ill probably 
begin on Jan. 20 with the 
first games now scheduled 
for the week of Jan. 27, 
Carr said.

“We will assign boys to 
team s on a first-com e, 
firs t-served  b a s is ,” C arr 
said.
“ If we run out of room, the 
boys will go on a waiting 
list. We need at least five 
or six more coaches if we 
are going to able to serve

the num ber o f bpys who 
participated last year."

People in terested  in 
coaching or refereeing may 
also sign up on-line or they 
may contact C arr at 868- 
5921.

“At our m eeting on 
Tuesday. the coaches 
decided to limit teams to 
eight or nine kids so we 
can get more playing time 
for the h oys,” C arr 
explained. “Each boy will 
play at least half o f each 
game unless he is being 
held out for not attending 
practice or some other d is­

ciplinary reason."
The games will consist 

o f eight-m inute quarters. 
Substitutions may be made 
in the middle o f each quar­
ter in the third-fourth grade 
league.

S ubstitu tions can be 
made at any time in the 
fifth-grade league.

“We have a new gym 
floor and are really looking 
forward to a fun season,” 
Carr said. “We are going to 
bring one or tw o team s 
from Miami to play. Our 
kids are really looking for­
ward to playing.”

Lefors sweeps district openers

y- 1*1 -̂1

(Courtesy photo)

Katie Barnes (32) was Lefors leading scorer against 
Higgins.

LEFORS —  Lefors swept past Higgins 
in a pair of District 2-1A basketball games 
last weekend.

Lefors rolled to a 72-26 victory in the 
boys contest.

Josh Jack.son was the Pirates leading 
scorer with 16 points, followed by Rickey 
Vaughn with 14.

Hendrickson had 18 points for Higgins.
Josh Garcia added 12 points and Zack 

Kidd 8 for Lefors.
Lefors edged Higgins 40-37 in the girls 

game.
Scoring leader for Lefors was Katie 

Barnes with 15 points.
Lefors held a six-point lead (24-18) at 

halftime.
Calloway had 12 points for Higgins.
O thers with points for Lefors were 

Amanda Daugherty with 7, Savanah Smith 
6. Lindsay Duckworth 4. Samantha 
Cenicergs 2, Rachel Stubbs 2 and Jennifer 
Sprouse 2.

HIGHLAND PARK — Brooke Wilson 
scored 20 points to lead Canadian past

Highland Park 61-46 in District 6-2A girls’ 
action Tuesday night.

Tandi Rankin added 17 points for the 
Lady Wildcats.

Rashanda Stockard was Highland Park’s 
scoring leader with 13 points.

Canadian dropped the boys’ game 49-41.
Colby Carpenter was Highland Park’s 

high scorer with 11 points.
Shea Province had 17 points and Bryan 

Bartlett 12 for Canadian.

SUNRAY — Sunray sneaked by White 
Deer 60-59 in District 6-2A action Tuesday 
night.

Sunray’s top scorer was Kyron Trussell 
with l8  points.

Brian Knocke had a 20-point perfor­
mance for White Deer. Jacob Brame fol­
lowed with 18.

Tyson Harper added 12 points for 
Sunray.

In the g irls’ game, Sunray won by a 40- 
26 score.

Sunray’s scoring leader was Krista 
Wilson with 10 points.

Sara Smith and Cassie Petty had 7 and 6 
points, respectively, for White Deer.

Eagles’ McNabb will start against Falcons
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 

Donovan McNabb won't be 
afraid to scramble in his first 
game back from a broken ankle.

McNabb will start the 
Philadelphia Eagles’ playoff 
game against the Atlanta 
Falcons on Saturday night, his 
first action in nearly two 
months. The two-time Pro 
Bowl quarterback hasn’t played 
since hurting his right ankle 
against the Arizona Cardinals 
on Nov. 17.

“According to everyone 
else. I’m not mobile. I’m not 
able to move anymore,” 
McNabb said Tuesday. “I’ll just 
let people continue to think that 
and when the time comes, make 
sure to showcase that a little. 
You run a lot faster when you 
don’t want to get hit.”

The Eagles were 7-3 with 
McNabb, who was having the 
best season of his four-year 
career. McNabb completed 211 
of 361 passes (58 percent) for 
2,289 yards, 17 touchdowns 
and six interceptions in 10 
games. He ran for 460 yards 
and six TDs.

McNabb was injured on the 
third play of the Eagles’ win 
over Arizona, but stayed in and 
tied a career-best with four TD 
passes. And, he didn’t scramble 
once the entire'^game.

Despite his success staying 
in the pocket, coach Andy Reid 
doesn’t want’ McNabb to hesi­
tate to run.

“I want him to execute the 
offense just like he’s been doing 
over the years, and probably be 
a little more mobile than he was 
in the Arizona game and just be 
Donovan. That’s all I need,” 
Reid said.

Without McNabb,
Philadelphia went 5-1 behind 
Koy Detmer and A.J. Feeley, 
captured its second consecutive 
NFC East title and earned 
home-field advantage for the 
playoffs.

“When Donovan was hurt. 
I'd be foolish to say we didn’t 
miss Donovan,” Reid said. 
“You’re talking about a guy 
who was right there as the top 
player in the NFL. To say you 
don’t miss a guy like that is 
silly. On the other hand, the

other guys came in and did a 
great job. But to have him back, 
that’s a positive.”

McNabb practiced for the 
first time with the team last 
week, taking all the snaps in 
practice Thursday and Friday. 
He was supposed to miss six-to- 
eight weeks, and it will have 
been eight since the injury 
when the Eagles play the 
Falcons at Veterans Stadium.

Standing on the sideline 
watching Detmer and Feeley 
helped McNabb.

“Just putting the ball in dif­
ferent spots and letting the 
receivers work, Koy definitely 
did that,” McNabb said. “And 
A.J., to go in and let the running 
backs work, get it to the 
receivers and let them work and 
get the tight ends involved, 
that’s something when you sit 
back and watch, knowing 
you’re going back in there, you 
can use it to your advantage.”

The Falcons had a mixed 
reaction when they heard that 
McNabb will start. Comerback 
Ray Buchanan believes 
McNabb will be limited.

“We’d probably rather see 
McNabb because he’s not as 
mobile right now,” Buchanan 
said. “ I think if we play 
McNabb, we have a better 
chance.”

Atlanta coach Dan Reeves 
disagreed, saying, “ That’s 
Ray’s opinion. That isn’t my 
opinion.”

The Falcons have some 
experience with scrambling 
quarterbacks. Their own starter, 
Michael Vick, is one of the best 
running quarterbacks in the 
game.

McNabb isn’t concerned that 
Atlanta’s defenders might take 
a shot at his injured ankle. But 
some Falcons are worried about 
the extra dimension McNabb 
brings to the field — and won’t 
be surprised if they see him 
scampering.

“He’s more dangerous when 
he’s scrambling around,” free 
safety Keion Carpenter said. “ I 
think he’s at his best when he’s 
scrambling around and he gets 
guys off their coverages and he 
hits people deep.”

Portis proves point with rookie honor
DENVER (AP) — Clinton 

Portis felt like he had some­
thing to prove after watching 
five of his former University 
of Miami teammates — and 
46 other players — go before 
him in last year’s NFL draft.

He certainly made himself 
stand out.

Despite not starting until 
the fifth game of the season, 
Portis finished with the 
league’s third-highest rushing

total and the second-highest 
yards per carry by a rookie.

On Tuesday, he edged for­
mer Miami teammate Jeremy 
Shockey as The Associated 
Press NFL Offensive Rookie 
of the Year, becoming the sec­
ond Denver player in three 
years to win the award.

“ You can’t have a lot of 
confidence when you see 50 
guys go in front of you,” 
Portis said.

Stars enjoy big offensive night
DALLAS (AP) — This is 

how things are going for the 
Dallas Stars: On the night 
when goalie Marty Turco 
struggles, th^ team scores its 
most goals in nearly two 
years.

Jere Lehtinen recorded his 
second career hat trick and 
Darryl Sydor scored twice on 
the power play, sending the 
Stars to a 7-4 victory over the 
Los Angeles Kings on 
Tuesday night.

The Stars stretched their 
unbeaten streak to a season- 
best seven games, regained the 
NHL point lead from idle 
Ottawa, and improved their 
Pacific Division lead to 16, 
easily the largest in the league.

And it could get bigger.
This game opened a stretch 

in which Dallas plays 14 of 18 
games at home — and the 
Stars are 13-1-3-1 at American 
Airlines Center.

“The last couple of weeks 
we’ve been concentrating on 
playing like a unit and we 
want to stay on this roll.” 
Turco said. “ It’s  Just a matter

of working hard and staying 
positive.”

He came in having allowed 
only seven goals in his last six 
game>. He got off to a rough 
start as the Kings bombarded 
him, scoring when Brad 
Chartrand redirected a shot 
just 5:21 in.

Then Dallas came alive. 
Sydor and Lehtinen scored 

. late in the period, putting the 
Stars ahead for good. Lehtinen 
scored twice more during a 
four-goal second period, 
which matched Dallas’ best of 
the season.

The Stars had their most 
goals since beating Anaheim 
8-0 on March 21, 2001.

“ It was a special night,” 
said Lehtinen, who upped his 
goal total to 18. “ Every guy 
had a good jump. It was very 
fun out there.”

With five wins and two ties 
in their last seven games, the 
Stars have given first-year 
coach Dave Tippett a chance 
to lead the Western 
Conference in the All-Star 
game. r

Escape try\

(Pampa Ntwi photo b« THt Klapcadc)

Pampa jun ior C hance H en ley tries (o escap e from a B orger opponent during a 
high school dual last night in M cN ee ly  F ieldhouse.T he H arvesters are' entered  
in the H ereford D uals this w eekend.

http://www.Optimist.Pampa.com
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Price is right for Oklahoma 
in victory over Connecticut
By The Associated Press

Oklahoma’s biggest win of the season was 
also Connecticut's first loss.

Hollis Price scored a career-high 33 points and 
carried the ninth-ranked SiKiners to a 73-63 vic­
tory over the third-ranked Huskies on Tuesday 
night.

The senior guard was lO-ol-IO from the free- 
throw line in the final minutes and step|vd in to 
mn the offense when (Kimt guard Ou '̂niuis White 
went down with a sprained knee midway through 
the first half

He also outplayed Connecticut’s sophomore 
star Ben Ciordon, helping to hold him to 12 
points. 10 tx-‘low his average, on .S for-18 shinit- 
ing.

"It was one of those nights where everything 
that's happening for you is right on time." Price 
said. “All the guys just did a great joh t»f getting 
me the ball."

Ilie .ScHiners won their ,3()th straight home 
game, the second lotigest streak in the nation 
behind Brigham Young’s 42. and the Huskies' 
loss leaves No. 1 Duke and No. 17 Wake l•olesl 
as the only unbeaten teams m Division 1.

In other games involving ranked teams, it was: 
No. 11 F-londa 74, No. 7 Mississippi .State 66; No. 
10 Illinois 76, Minnesota 70; No. 13 Missouri 88, 
Centenary 58; No. I / Wake foiest 08. I'lon 56; 
Richmond 67, No. 21 Xavier 50; and No. 24 
Marquette (>0, .Saint l .oiiis 54.

Connecticut, which lost (>0-67 to Oklahoma 
last season, came m leading the nation by averag­
ing ‘JO.I |)omls. file SiHHicrs were able to hold 
down the Huskies by taking,(iordon out of his 
game.

"Our goal with (iorilon tonight was to make 
him drive, " Oklahoma coach Kelvin Sampson 
said, “'lliat was the key, making (iordon drive the 
ball, not giving him the 3 [Miint shot."

(iordon, shooting 50 [K'reent from 3 point 
range, was 2-of 7 from lx:hmd the arc. Me got 
several gtHKi kniks in close m the lirst half, but 
missed most of them and Oklahoma took a 20 7 
lead and led by 13 at halltime.

Price had three field goals in the o|K‘iimg 4:13 
of the second half, including a 3-|iointei that gave 
the SrHiners their biggest lead at 51-31. Ills short 
jum|X‘r off a turnovei made it 53-35 with 13:33 
left. Hie Huskies then went on an 11 () run, but 
never got closer than live as Price was |K-rlect 
from the line.

"What I really liked about Price is early, he

Soccer practice
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Cioalic Keisha C'htldrcs.s works out at the net during a recent Pampa girls’ soc­
cer practice. The Lady Harvesters' first home match is F-cb. 1 at 2 p.m. against 
LubbtK'k Corontido.

Rockets tame Timberwolves, 94-86
HOlI.SrON (AP) — Maurice Taylor can 

usually tell what kind ol game he'll have by 
how he (lerforms at the morning shootaround.

He felt great on Tuesday morning.
Taylor scored a season-high 18 points to 

help the Houston RrKkets beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 94-86 later that night.

Taylor missed all of last season with surgery 
on his right Achilles’ tendon that has been slow 
to heal. But he scored six points during a 19-0 
run in the second quiirter and added seven in 
the final 2:03 to help hold off a late Minnesota 
rally.

■’That's Mo right there." Houston coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich .said. “ He had a great 
game. He hit the big shots in the middle of 
their comeback. That's what he gave us a cou 
pie of years ago"

Taylor knows early how much the frxit 
injury will affect him — at the shootarounds.^ 

"If it feels good then. I'll have a grxxl

game," Taylor said. “ It’s coming around."
Kevin Garnett scored 25 points and had 16 

rebounds, but the RtKkets still felt they played 
g(MKl defense on him and that Garnett had 
scored most of his points off rebounds. Garnett 
shot only 6-of-18 from the field.

“We kept them from getting the ball to him 
a lot," Taylor said. “They’re not as comfort­
able as a team when they can’t do that. When 
he gets the shots, they get into a comfort zone 
that is unbelievable."

Tomjanovich added: “ He can almost will 
them back into a game. But basically. I’ll take 
that defense on him any time. Our guys did a 
great job of fronting him.

“ People say. ‘He’s so big. why would you 
front him?’ But it takes him out of his rhythm. 
When he catches the ball in rhythm, he just 
.sh(X)ts'over people.”

Steve PranciS added 14 points, II assies 
and seven rebounds before fouling out for the 
first time this sea.son with 3:.34 to play.

S( O R K B O V K I )

didn't look for his shot. He looked for his team­
mates. which I reminded some of our kids of,” 
Huskies coach Jim Calhoun said. “When we did 
a better job on (guard Ebi) Ere, he took over. He 
certainly looked like a first-team All-American 
tonight.”

Tony Robertson had 16 points and Emeka 
Okafor had IS points and 10 rebounds for the 
Huskies, who were playing just their second road
game.

White left at the 11:22 mark of the first half 
after banging his left knee. He didn’t return until 
3:41 left, and promptly hit two free throws to give 
Oklahoma a 59-52 lead.

“ I knew he was a tough guy who was going to 
try to come back," Price said of White. “That’s 
what he did. He knocked down those two free 
throws, which we needed.”
No. 11 Florida 74, No. 7 Mississippi St. 66

Justin Hamilton scored a .season-high 22 
points and fellow seniors Matt Bonner and Brett 
Nelson made key plays in the second half to lead 
the (iators (12-2) to their eighth straight win in 
the .Southeastern Conference opener for both 
teams.

Bonner had all but two of his 16 points iri the 
second hall, and Nelson had all eight of his after 
halftiine for the visitors.

Mario Austin had 22 ptiints and 16 rebounds 
for the Bulldogs (10 2), who had their 10-game 
winning streak snapped.
No. 10 Illinois 76, Minnesota 70

Brian Cook scored 25 points and Sean 
.Harrington added 22 for the visiting Illini (11-1), 
who beat Minnesota for the ninth straight time.

Michael Bauer had 17 [xiints for the Golden 
(iophers (8-4), who were held to 31 percent 
shiHiting (18-for-59) m the Big Ten opener for 
both teams.
Nrr. 13 Missouri 88, Centenary 58

Rickey Paulding scoied 21 points to lead the 
Tigers (‘J-l). who shot 51 percent in the easy 
home win.

Aaron Moseley had 13 points for the Gents (5- 
9). who closed a winless live-game road trip by 
being outrebounded 57-22.
No. 17 Wake Forest 98, Flon 56

Josh Howard scored 18 points'and i r i c  
Williams added 15 as the IX;mon Deacons (10-0) 
won III their last game before playing at top- 
ranked Duke on Sunday.

Sean Newton had 11 points for visiting Elon 
(4-7), which lost to Wake Forest for the 19th 
straight time.

FOOTBALL •
NFL PhjFair G h a n  

■y TW  A aodatoA  P r t a  
A I U m s EST 

W lld-card FhyaO» 
Saturday, J aa . 4 

AFC
N.Y. Jeu 41, IndiaiupoUi 0 

NPC
Allanu 27. Graeii Bay 7 

Snaday, Jmm. 5 
AFC

Piiuburfh 36, Cleveland 33 NFC 
San Francisco 39, N. Y. GianU 38

L.A. Laken 
L.A. O ippen

Divliioaal PUyofb 
Saturday, Jnn. Il 

AFC
Pilliburgh al Tennessee. 4:30 p.m. (CBS) 

NFC
Allanta al Philadelphia, 8 p.m. (FOX) 

Sunday, Jan. 12 
NFC

San Francisco al Tampa Bay. I p.m. (FOX) 
AFC

N.Y Jets al Oakland. 4:30 p.m. (CBS)

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 19

AFC Championship and NFC Championship
3 p.m. and 6:30 p.m

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 26 

At San Diego
AFC champion vs. NFC champion, 6:18 p.m.

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 2 
At Honolulu

AFC vs. NFC. TBA (ABC)

Simday*a fiamet
New Orleans 99. Toronto 84 

San Antonio 94. L.A. Clippers 86 
Portland 92, New Vbrfc 89 
Sacramento 96. Miami 70 

L.A. Lakers 109, Phaenix 97 
Monday’s Games

Washington 100, Boston 9S 
Milwaukee 106, Cleveland 94 

Orlando 103, New York 100 
Indiana 103. Philadelphia 104, OT 

New Jersey 101, Atlanu 94 
Detroit 82. Toronto 74 

Memphis 106. New Orleans 102 
Chicago 113, Utah 98 
Dallas 86. Denver 71 

Golden State 99. Miami 83 
Tuesday’s Games 
Sacramento at Milwaukee. 8 p m. 
Minnesota at Houston. 8:30 p.m.

Phoenix at Portland. 10 p.m. 
Seattle at L A. Lakers. 10:30 p.m. 
Wednesday’s Games

Chicago al Washington. 7 p.m. 
Houston al Orlando, 7 p m.

New York al Indiana, 7 p.m. 
Detroit at Philadelphia. 7 p.m. 

Dallas al Atlanta. 7:30 p.m. 
Golden Stale al Minnesota. 8 p.m. 

Phoenix al Utah. 9 p.m. 
Miami al Denver. 9 p.m. 

Boston al New Orleans. 9 p.m 
San Antonio al Seattle. 10 p.m. 

Memphis at L.A. Clippers. 10:30 p.m. 
Thursday’s Games 
Sacramento al.New Jersey. 7:30 p.m. 
San Anionio al Portland. 10 p.m.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association 

At A d a n c e
By The Associated Press 
All Times EST
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
AtlaAlic Division

w L Pet GB
New Jersey 26 9 .743 —

Boston 19 14 .576 6
Philadelphia 19 15 .559 6 1/2
Orlando 19 17 .528 7 1/2
Washington 17 17 500 8 1/2
New York 12 19 .387 12
Miami 12 22 .353 13 1/2
( entral Division

W L Pet GB
Indiana 24 10 706 ___

[)etroil 22 10 688 1
New Orleans 20 16 556 5
Milwaukee 14 19 .424 9 1/2
( hicago 13 21 .382 11
Atlanta 12 21 .364 Il 1/2
Toronto 8 27 .229 16 1/2
Cleveland 7 29 .194 18
WESTERN CONEERENCE 

Midwest Division
W L Pci GB

Dallas 28 5 .848 —

San Antonio 21 13 .618 7 1/2
I'tah 19 14 .576 9
Houston 17 14 .548 IO
Minnesota 17 15 .531 10 1/2
Memphis II 22 * .333 17
Denver 7 26 .212 21
Pacific Division

W L Pci GB
Sacramento 25 9 .735 ___

Portland 20 12 625 4
l*hoenix , 21 13 618 4
Seattle 16 16 .500 8
(iolden Slate 14 19 .424 10 1/2

HOCKEY
Central Hockey League 

Al A Glance
By The Associated Press 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
Northeast Division

Memphis 
Indianapolis 
Bossier-Shreveport 
Fort Worth 
Northwest Division

W
Tulsa
Oklahoma City
Amarillo
Wichita

SOITTHERN CONFERENCE 
Southeast Division

Austin
Laredo
Corpus Christi 
San Angelo 
Southwest Division

Odessa 
Lubbock 
New Mexico 
El Paso

L OTL Pis GF GA
12 s 48 136 104
9 5 45 98 83

14 7 31 95 102
21 3 17 71 121

L OTL Pis GF GA
II 3 47 113 107
12 2 44 123 112
II 0 40 103 93
17 7 23 114 143

L OTL Pts GF GA
5 1 53 96 59
9 4 42 129 98

16 1 31 94 102
23 3 29 123 159

L OTL Pts GF GA
9 4 46 103 88

12 5 35 97 99
16 2 32 98 106
18 4 26 101 118

Note: One point for loss in overtinK or shootout. Overtime or 
shootout losses are only denoted in the OTL column, not the loss 
column
T\icsday*s Game

Amarillo 9, Oklahoma City 2 
Wednesday*s Game

Fort Worth at Corpus Christi 
Thursday's Games

El l^so at Laredo
Bossier-Shreveport at Oklahoma City

*

Murray, Carter elected to 
B aseball H all o f Fame

NEW YORK (AP) — Gary^Carter could hardly 
contain himself, as always. Hearing that he’d final­
ly made the Hall of Fame, he shouted and punched 
the air.

“I got overly excited and screamed,” he said 
Tuesday. “Now we can do a little celebrating.’’

Eddie Murray’s reaction was much more muted 
after becoming just the 38th player to be elected in 
his first year of eligibility.

The steady, silent first baseman of the Baltimirre 
Orioles was the only switch-hitter with 500 home 
runs and 3,000 hits. But he could not enjoy the 
moment — later in the day, he was to attend the 
funeral of his sister, who died Jan. 2 at 38.

“Unfortunately, I cannot speak with you texlay 
because of the passing of my younger sister, Tanja, 
after her long-fought battle with kidney disease,” 
Murray said in a statement from Southern 
California. “Although I dedicated my professional 
career to the game, I have dedicated my life to my 
family.

“The elation 1 feel by being recognized for my 
achievements on the field is overshadowed by the 
anguish of losing someone so dear to me.”

Murray easily exceeded the 75 percent nece.ssary 
for election, being chosen on 85 percent of the bal­
lots (423 of 496).

Carter finally made it on his sixth try. An 11-time 
All-Star catcher with Montreal and the New York 
Mets, he might become the first player inducted 
with an Expos cap on his plaque.

Carter got in with 78 percent, getting 387 votes 
when it took 372 to make it. He fell II voles short 
last year at 72.7 percent.

Murray and Carter played together for Los 
Angeles in 1991. They became the sixth set of team­
mates to be elected together; Minnesota’s Kirby 
Puckett and Dave Winfield made it in 2001.

No one else came close in voting by the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America.

Carry-over candidates Bruce Sutter, Jim Rice 
and Andre Daw.son were right around 50 percent, 
and first-timers Ryne Sandberg and Lee Smith did­
n’t even reach that mark. Darryl Kile, the St. Louis 
pitcher who died last season, got token support.

Pete Rose, ineligible for the ballot because he’s 
on baseball’s permanently banned list, got 18 write- 
in votes — the same as last year. Rose and commis­
sioner Bud Sclig’s aides have been negotiating terms 
of a possible reinstatement for the career hits leader.

The Veterans Committee, which is considering 
Gil Hcxlges, Roger Maris and many others, will 
ann(Mincc its voting results Feb. 26.

Induction ceremonies will be July 27 in 
C(X)pcrstown. N.Y. Murray and Carter bring the 
Hall's total to 256 members.

Carter’s father, Jim, turns 85 three weeks before 
the festivities.

“He was beyond words.” said Carter, the 13th 
catcher to make the Hall. “I know how much it 
means to him."

Murray, the Cleveland Indians' hitting coach, 
was an eight-time All-Star and finished with 504 
homers and 3.2SS hits in 21 seasons. Hank Aan>n 
and Willie Mays arc the only (Jther players in^liv

500-3,000 club.
He hit 19 career grand slams, second in major 

league history to Lou Gehrig’s 23, and played.a 
record 2,413 games at first base. Murray batted .287 
overall.

Murray was never popular with media members, 
some of whom who did the Hall voting.

“He didn’t want all the accolades,” Carter said. 
“He just wanted to go about his business.”

But there was no mistaking how much he meant to 
his teammates. When Cal Ripken broke Lou Gehrig’s 
consecutive-games streak, he singled out a very few 
people to thank, and Murray was one of them.

“Eddie was not only a great teammate, but he 
was a great friend as well,” Ripken said in a state­
ment. “When I first came to the big leagues, he real­
ly helped me out and showed me the way.

“It makes me sad to see how Eddie is misunder­
stood by some of the fans and members of the 
media. The Eddie that 1 know always put his team 
ahead of everything else and went about his busi­
ness in a manner that all players should follow.”

Hall of Fame pitcher Jim Palmer, who played 
with Murray for eight years in Baltimore, echoed 
those sentiments.

“He was a private guy. He didn’t wear his emo­
tions on his sleeve,” Palmer said. “If people got to 
know and see the Eddie Murray that I knew, they’d 
understand he was a terrific guy.”

Palmer was among several players who called 
Carter earlier in the day to wish him good luck. 
Carter found out his wait was over after finishing a 
round of golf with friends, including former big lea­
guer Tommy Hutton.

“Even though the six years seemed long, they 
shortened it up by the call today,” Carter said. “It 
was like all the other years were blended in and for­
gotten.” v '

Carter played his first 11 years with the Expos, a 
team whose future is in doubt. He later helped the 
Mets win the 1986 title.

Though players can express a preference as to 
which cap will appear on their Cooperstown plaque, 
the final choice rests with the Hall of Fame.

“Maybe they might wind up splitting the hat.” 
Carter said from Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

Carter, a three-time CJold Glove winner, hit .262 
with 324 homers and 1,225 RBIs in 19 seasons. He 
holds the major league record for putouts by a 
catcher and played an NL-rccord 2,056 games at the 
position. 4 ,

His average is among the lowest among Hall 
members — Reggie Jackson, Ozzie Smith and Luis 
Aparicio also hit .262, and only Rabbit Marajiville 
(.258), Harmon Killebrew (.256) and Ray Schalk 
(.253) were lower.

Sandberg got 49.2 percent (244 votes). A 10-timc
'^ll-Stor second baseman for the Chicago Cubs, he 
holds the record for most homers as a second base- 
man (277) and highest fielding percentage at the 
position (.989).

“I have to remember stniggling through the minor 
leagues and stiuggling that first year as a rookie,” he 
said. “I just have to keep things in perspective, that 
II 6 just gicai 40 u C  considered.” ,
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Linda C. Daniek
K E L L E R  W IL L IA M S

R B A L  T  Y

n o  w. Kingsmiil
669-2799

Accredited Buyers Rep *11500 «MJiipItir *50.500

‘'Five Star Service*’ 
IiUegrityand Honesty 
Solid Work Ethic 
Product Knowledge 
O ld Fashioned Standards 
Genuine Interest

~T*

|-t*s Easy... Place Your Ad By Telephone

669-2525 or 800-687-3 348
Visa and Mas'terCard Accep'ted

Policies... W e ask that you check your ad after its first insertion for mistakes. The Pampa News is 
not responsible for m ore than ONE incorrect insertion or omission on any ad ordered for m ore than one 
insertion. Requests for corrections should be m ade within 2 4  hours of the first publication. T h e  publisher 
reserves the right to edit, reject or properly classify any copy.
NOTICE... All Real Estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which m akes it 
illegal to advertise “any preference, lirnitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national origin, or intention to m ake any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination." State law also forbids discrimination based on these factors. W e will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are  hereby inform ed that all 
dwellings* advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

^  EQ U A L H O U S IN G  OPF»t>RTUNITY

For R ates  A n d  A d d it io n a l In fo rm a tion  Call 669-2525

J a n u a r y  S p e c ia i

Buy 2  Days Of 
Classified And 

Get The 3 rd Day

Paid In A d v a n c e  »Visa & M a s te rC a rd  A c c e p te d

P A M P A  N E W S
8 0 6 - 6 6 9 - 2 5 2 5  • 8 0 0 - 6 8 7 - 3 3 4 8  

F A X  8 0 6 - 6 6 9 - 2 5 2 0

3 Personal

BEAUTK'ONTROL Cos- 
mclics sales, service, 
makeovers Lynn Allison 
1304 Christine. 669-3848

5 Special Notices

ADVERTISING Materi­
al to be placed in the 
Pampa News, MGST be 
placed through the Pam- 
pa News Office Only.

13 Bus.'0pp.

VENDING ROUTE 
HoltesI IVoducls + (ircal 
Locations = BIGS S7590 

Invest «00-396-9311

14b Appli. Repair

APPLIANCES 
BROKE!

Call Williams Appliance 
806 665-S804

14d Carpentry______

CUSTOM homes, addi­
tions. renuxleling. resi­
dential / comm Dcaver 
Construction, 66S-0447

14h Gen. Serv.

c o x  Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or build 
new. Free estimates Call 
669-7769
IS your House or Founda­
tion Settling? Cracks in 
bricks o( walls? Door 
won't close? Call Child­
ers Brothers Stabilizing & 
Foundation Leveling. I- 
800-299-9563 or 806- 
352-9563 Amarillo. Tx.
♦CERAMIC 
♦TILE WORK 
♦Keith Taylor. 665-0.328

CONC RETE VVork“ new 
construction, remodel, re­
pair. & removal. Ron 
.Schwope. 665-2551.
BACKHOE & Loader 
Work, demolition, top­
soil. sand, gravel. Snow 
Removal. Ron .Schwope, 
665-2551

14s Plumbing/Hcat 21 Help Wanted

14n Painting

OVERHEAD IXX)R 
REPAIR Kidwell Con­
struction. Call 669-6347.
ADDITIONS, remodel­
ing. roofing, cabinets, 
painting, all types repairs. 
Mike Albus, 665-4774
ADDITIONS, remodel­
ing. home repairs. Over 
30 years local exp Jerry 
Reagan. 669-3943

I4e Carpet Serv.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv­
ice. carpets, upholstery, 
walls, ceilings. Quality 
doesn't cost . It pays! No 
steam used. Bob Marx 
owner-operator. 665- 
3541, or from out of 
town. 800-536-5.341.

50 yr. jxp. We paint, dry- 
wall. texture, comm./ resi­
dential. Free Estimates. 
Happy Painters 665-3214

INT./EXT. painting, mud 
tape, blow acctnistic. 35 
yr. exp. References. Gene 
Calder C/i5-4840

REMODELING: Ceramic 
tile & shower, dry wall, 
acoustic ceiling. Free Est. 
Jesus Barraza, 665-3453.

JACK'S Plumbing & 
Faucet Shop. 715 W. Fos­
ter, 665-7115- faucets, 
plumbing supplies, new 
constr.. repair, remodel­
ing. sewer /  drain clean­
ing. septic systems instal­
led. Visa/MC

. Larry Baker 
Plumbing

Heating/ Air Conditioning 
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

PLUMBING Parts for 
Mobile Homes and RV's. 
Faucets, repair or replace­
ment parts. Stocking full 
line of QuestPEX Tubing 
& Fittings. Chief Plastic 
Pipe & Supply. 1237 S. 
Barnes, 665-6716, 800- 
649-6716

I4t Radio/Tv

RENT TO RENT 
RENT TO OWN

We have tvs, VCRs, cam­
corders. to suit your 
needs. Rent by hour. day. 
week. We do service on 
most major brand of tvs & 
VCRs. Call for estimate. 
Johnson Home Enertain- 
ment, 2211 Perryton 
Prkwy. 665-0504.

19 Situations ._____

WILL clean houses, have 
references Call 669-9707.

21 Help Wanted 

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully 
investigate advertisements 
which require payment in 
advance for information, 
services or goods.

EXPERIENCED Auto­
motive or Oilfield Me­
chanic. Good pay & bene­
fits. Perryton. Tx. Call 
(806)435-2352. .

NOW HIRING in sports 
surfacing. No exp. neces­
sary Travel required. Ap­
ply 94 Main, Panhandle, 
Tx..'537-3526.
MEGAN'S (formerly 
Hardee's) is taking appli­
cations for all positions, 
all shifts. Apply in person 
at 2505 Perryton Park­
way, Pampa

10

A NEW YEAR 2003 
As this year ends 
And you look at 
your Income, are you 
happy with what you see? 
If you really want to 
Earn $40,000. you can - 
make 2003 your best year 
yet!
Our company has served 
the Pampa Area for over 
50 years.
Leads provided. Benefits. 
Training. And Salary 
Programs available.
For a Personal and 
Confidential Interview 
Call 664-2190 (M-F 
am-4pm)
Or fax resume to 
806-665-4.376

TRUCK Driver for Drip 
Haul position. Require­
ments: D.O.T., HAZ
MAT, CDL License. Ap­
ply in person at 1880 
McCullough. Pampa. Tx.

CNA'S needed for 3-11 
p.m. shift. Will train if not 
certified. Great benefits. 
Apply in person or call 
Wanda 537-3194.

TAKING applications for 
all positions. Apply in 
person at Pizza Hut Deliv­
ery, 15(X) N. Banks, Pam­
pa. No phone c:alls please

21 Help Wanted

EXPERIENCED Cook. 
Black Gold Restaurant. 
100 E. Frederic. No 
Phone Calls!

✓  LIFETIME
o p I n ir t u n it y

X Experienced & mature 
maintenance person, 
for apt. complex or 

motel in Pampa' 
806-665-4274 
806-.383-I985

MEDICAL Ofiice Front- 
Desk, requires maturity, 
experience and computer. 
Please send your resume 
with salary requirerrlbnt 
c/o Box 61 Pampa News, 
Po Box 2198

60 Household

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER
ROUTES

NOW
(Carrier must 
be 13 yrs.old 

or older) 
AVAILABLE 
APPLY IN 
PERSON 
PAMPA 
NEWS

No Phone Calb Please

Horoscope by Jacqueline bigar

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Jan. 
9. 2003:
You make a difference. Others seek you 
out this year for advice and grounding. 
Security seems primary to you. as well as 
others. Though you're intrinsically a 
money sign, somehow this year you 
might have more difficulty anchoring 
financial facts, but you could be full of 
ideas. Use your creativity to the utmost. 
Find a sound, grounded adviser to help 
you with the details. You will gain 
through hard work. If you are single, you 
will meet quite a few people, and you 
often feel like this person or that person 
could be the one. Enjoy all the romance 
around you. If you're attached, the two 
of you might not be grounded but easily 
could have a wonderful time. Let it all 
hang ouu as they say! ARIES plays 
devil's advocate.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; I-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★  Your ingenuity comes to the 
rescue. Friends might distort what 
occurs. A midday walk or break proves 
to be unusually inspiring. Realize more 
of what you would like through conver­
sations. A close associate might seem too 
willing. Tonight: Follow your imagina­
tion.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★  * Listen well to what someone says. 
You might discover that his or her words 
drift right oul of your mind. Don't decide 
that it's you. or the other person, for that 
matter. Note the illusive quality of the 
day. Aim for more of what you want. 
Tonight: How 'bout putting on a favorite 
piece of music?
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
♦ '* * * '*  Consider option.s. even if you

might have difficulty conceptualizing. 
Use your dream state. Go for stream of 
consciousness. You might have difficulty 
pinning down a friend. Don’t feel like 
you have to have an answer. Tonight: 
Where your friends are.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
♦ ★  Understand what someone is 
looking at. Don't hem and haw, simply 
aim high. How you see a financial situa­
tion could transform. Avoid making 
agreements right now, especially as they 
might not hold. Tonight: Leader of the 
gang.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
*  ■̂ ■*"*"* Reach out for those in your 
immediate circle. Consider your options 
carefully, especially those that surround 
an emotional matter. Use your creativity 
and imagination, and you'll get results. 
Reach out for someone at a distance. 
Tonight: Try some exotic cuisine. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
■*■*■*■*"♦ Your ability to see others 
could be clouded by an emotional or per­
sonal matter. You also might need a 
break from a situation to gain a better 
perspective. Relax in the company of a 
friend who means a lot to you. Tonight: 
Work with a partner.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
♦ Keep reaching out for others, 
with the knowledge of what might be 
workable for them. Be ready for some 
wishy-washy answers. You might be 
rather vague as well. You could be 
inspired if you ju.st flow from one idea to 
another. Tonight: Let someone else make 
the first move.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
*  *  *  Reach out for associates. Express 
your intuitive feelings so that others can 
work with them. Charging some of this 
creativity into your work could make a 
big differeiice in the outcome. Others 
will also feel free to be more intuitive.

JOHNSON
HOM E

FURNISHINGS
Reni I piece or house full 

Washer-Dryer-Ranges 
Bedroom-Dining Room 

Livingroom
801 W. Francis 665-3361

95 Furn. Apts.

69 Mise.
ADVERTISING Materi­
al to be placed in the 
Pampa News MUST be 
p la c ^  through the Pam­
pa News Office Only.
OAK FIREW(X)D Dc- 
livercd. slacked. SI75 
cord. 779-3284, 779-
2255
QUEEN Chimney Sweep. 
Free inspection Call for 
appoiniment 665-9452. if 
no answer leave message

75 Feeds/Seeds

ROUND Bales of Grass 
and Haygrazer for sale. 
Call 669-2003,669-6007.

77 LivestyE^uip.
120 black Angus I si calf 
heifers for sale. Breed lo 
low birth weigh! Angus 
bulls. 60 day calving peri­
od. Heifers lo start calv­
ing immediately. Call 
806-565-4579

80 Pets & SugpL

S ^ u i ld in ^ u g g L ^

White House Lumber 
101 S. Ballard' 

669-3291

HOUSTON LUMBER 
420 W. Foster 

669-6881

CANINE and. Feline 
grooming Boarding. Sci­
ence diets. Royse Animal 
Hospital. 665-2223.

95 Furn. Apts.______

Tonight: Don't make plans. Do only 
whahyou want.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dcc. 21)

Be more imaginative in your 
plans. Express more creativity in your 
word choice. You'll find that others 
respond with greater energy when you 
inspire them. Use caution if you feel 
something is off. especially while operat­
ing electrical or mechanical equipment. 
Tonight: Play the night 'away. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
'* '* '* '*  What you think is a good 
investment just might not be. Right now 
the planets could be clouding your 
vision. Take off your rose-colored glass­
es. Be smart and allow time to test out an 
idea or investment Tonight: Order in. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
•*■*•*•♦ No matter what you do, you 
might not be seeing the facts as clearly as 
you would like. You have a way of turn­
ing others on to your ideas so that they 
cannot see reality either. On the other 
hand, you could use this power of inspi­
ration positively. Tonight: Follow the 
music.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Use your intuition to follow 
through on what you want. Your instincts 
guide you in a new direction, if you're 
careftil.* Dtm’t take any money risks that 
you cannot walk away from. In facL if 
you can. buy yourself time. Tonight: 
Treat yourself to something new .

BORN TODAY -
Country singer Crystal Gayle (1951), 
writer Judith Krantz (1928). singer and 
human-rights advocate Joan Baez (1941)

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at 
http;//www.jacquelinebigar.com.

C 2003 b> Kins Features Syndicate Inc

EOUAl HOUSUIG OPPOHTUNITY 
All real estate advertised 
herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it ille 
gal lo advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex. handicap, familial 
status or national origin, 
or intention to make any 
such preference, limita­
tion. or discrimination. 
State law also forbids 
discrimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real 
estate which is in viola­
tion of the law All per­
sons are hereby in­
formed that all dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

C!APR(K:K Apts, has 
fantastic holiday specials 
on all I bdr apLs starting 
at $350 3. 6. 9 & 12 mo 
leases avail. Pool, laun­
dry, washer / dryer hook­
ups, club rcHim, on-site 
management and SOFT­
ENED WATER to all 
units 1601 N. .Somerville, 
665-7149 Mon -Fri 8 30- 
5 .30, Sat 10-4

IX)GW(X)D Apts . I bdr 
fum.. avail Dep &  ref 
required. 6(>9-98l7. 6f)9- 
2981..

EFFICIENCY apt S225 
mo., bills pd Rooms $20 
day, $80 wk & up. air. tv. 
cable, phone. 669-3221.

NICE brick garage 
$200 mo 665-4842.

apt.

NICE large I bdr. apt. 
Bills paid. $350 mo 665- 
4842.

96Unfurn. Ai

Bent Creek 
Apartments 

*l,ovely 2 & 3 bdr. apLs. 
*AII single story units 
*F l̂ectric Range 
•Frost-free Refrig. 
•Blinds & Carpet 
•Washer/Dryer connec. 
•C II/A, walk-in closets 
•Exterior Storage 
•F’ront Porches 

HUD Accepted 
1400 W. Somerville 

Pampa 
806-665-.3292

CLEAN 1 bcdriHtm. 
stove, refrig. all bills 
paid 669-3672, 665-59(X)

CAPROCK Apts has 
fantastic holiday specials 
on all I. 2 & 3 bdr. apis, 
sianing at $290 3, 6. 9 & 
12 mo leases avail Pool, 
laundry, washer / dryer 
hookups, club room, on­
site management and 
SOFTENED WATER to 
all units IfiOl N Somer­
ville. 665-7149 Mon -Fri 
8:.30-5:.30, .Sat 10-4

98 Unfurn. Houses

UPDATED 2 bedroom. 
$225 month 665-8827.
3 br. HUD h/ac garage 
fenced utility htxskups.' 
1133 Juniper. $350/200 
669-6995.6f»4-0832.

EXTRA clean I bd. w/ap- 
pliances. Quiet neighbor­
hood 665-8525.

FURN., Unfurn 1-2 bdr 
apts. All bills paid. Start­
ing $250 Courtyard 
Apts., 1031 N. Sumner 
669-9712

FREE RENT! 
Pampa Lakeview Apts 

1. 2 & 3 bdr. apts 
2600 N Hobart 669-7682

CiWENIX)LEN Plaza 
Apts , I&2 bdr. iias / wa­
ter pd 3. 6 mo -lyr lease 
800 N. Nelson, M>5 1875.

DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES — Here's how to work it: 
A X Y D L B A A X R  

IS L O N G F E L L O W
One letter stands for another. In this sample. A is used 

for the three L's. X for the two O's. etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints. Each day the ctnie letters arc different.
1-8 CRYPTOQUOTE

C K T  I K M M Z  O K P D  D B  

P K B D M F B D P  R J D X  C K ' t  Q K ,  

O K P D  D B  U F I J M  — A Z P D C  

P M D X I D O
Yesterday’s Cryploquote: PUNCTUALITY

IS ONE OF THE CARDINAL BUSINESS 
VIRTUES; ALWAYS INSIST ON IT IN YOUR 
SUBORDINATES. — DON MARQUIS

99 Stor. Bid

98 Unfurn. Houses

LOWE.ST Rents in City 
I bdims., duplexes. & 
homes- Remodeled. Great 
NeighborhtKxls. 665-4274

PICK up rental list from 
Gray Box on front porch 
o f Lakeview Apartments. 
Update each Fri.

3 bedroom, I 1/2 baths, 
free-standing woodbumer 
1/2 block from Travis sch. 
$575 mo 665-4842.

3 bdr . 2 ba.. calbedral 
ceilings, fireplace. I car 
g a r. $700 mo., $400 se­
curity dep. Call 665-0823.

FOR Rent 3 bdr. 1 bath, 
nice neighborhood, c h/a. 
p.'irtially furnished, $2(X) 
dep. $350 nm Ref. req 
6()5-5833 leave message.

NICE 3 bedrorrm. washer 
/ dryer hookups, attached 
garage. $400 mo. 125 ,S 
■Sumner 669-21,39

2 bdr HUi). central heal, 
utility hookups, carport. 
417 Rose, $225/125. Mi9 
6W5, fi64-0832 ’

&
TUMBLEWEED Acres, 
self storage units Various 
sizes M.5tX)79. 665-
2450

102 Bus. Rent. Proi
L

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent 6fi9 6841

LOWF-ST Rents in city. 
Downtown l(H.'aiions- 
slores, warehouses, rec. 
facilities Call 665-4274!!

103 Homes For Sale

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty 

f.65-3360. 663-1442 
669-0007

3 bdr on Wells si. New 
carpet, cent, heal & air,* 
garage, fence. C-21 Real- - 
tor. 665-5436. 665-4180 '
3 bedroom, garage, car­
pel Small down, owner 
carry 665-4842.

CLEAN 3-j-i7 ulilily. 
storage, workshop, patio. 
1711 Aspen 665-8977
FSBO. 1919 Charles, 
great home, location, 
yard! 4/2 5/2. Call 665- 
8522.
MUST sell 2 houses on 
same lot 1700 Hamilton 
$17,500 Firm. Liquor 
store with land and trailer 
house $42.500 Firm. Call 
972-334-0370.

WE are moving &  need lo 
sell our neat & spacious 2 
story. 4 bdr., 2 full ba , 2 ' 
l̂ v. areas home Must see . 
lo appreciate. 901 E ‘ 
Francis. Call 665-7815. !

1 IS Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED Acres. 
Storm Shelters, fenced, . 
stor bldg avail 665- 
(X)79, fi65-2450. i

120 Autos ;

Quality Sales
I 3(X)N Hoban fifi9-0433 

Make your next car a 
Quality Car

Doug Boyd Motor Co. 
"On The .Spot Financing" 
821 W Wilks (169 MX.2

CULBLRSON- 
STOWERS 

Chcvrolel-Ponliac-Buick 
CMC Olds-Cadillac 

805 N Hobart M)5 I Mi5
%  Cavalier Conv , 4 cyl . 
a/l, ac. Cl), pw. ps, pb. 
ABS. cc. AB lOIK. 
$4150 «i9 2715
At CEITING seaU d bids 
on a 2(XX) Chevy Malibu 
Ix-lors FCU reserves the 
right lo reject any and all 
bids Call 835-2773 Im 
more info
89 Crown Victoria $13lX). 
94 Nissan Pathfinder 
standard. 4x4. $4tXXI obo 
.Sectional couch, exc 
cond $2(XI 898-2936.
6fi9 0fi29

"|99T GMC Jimmy, 4x4 
GixkI SUV 1200 E Har-, 
vesler M>9 W)07

1988 Buick Estate Wag­
on. 85K miles, great con 
dilion $3.000 Call 80f> 
794 .3040. 806 9.34 Ofi32

1 2 1 T ru c k s ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
1995 F150XLT 302 /XU 
to.. II3K Nice" 665- 
5419

Realtyi
106 E. Francis 
806>669>3248

www.myhome-advisof.com 
24 hr. information line 

1-800-218-7578 2210 NELSO N ‘ >34,000
ID «2006 ^

1800 N. ZiM M CRS • *68,000
ID «2066

2729 N. W ELLS » *49,950
(O82045

1815 HOLLY ̂ *92,000
ID *2055

http://www.jacquelinebigar.com
http://www.myhome-advisof.com
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Ira^: UJS. making war to ‘sUbji^ate’ Mideast
BYHAMZAHENDAm
A sso cia ted  Press  W nrraR

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) -  
A top Iraqi official said 
Wednesday the United States 
and Britain were preparing a 
“devastating” war against Iraq 
to subjugate the Middle East 
and renewed chaiges that U.N. 
weapons inspectors were 
exceeding their mandate.

U.S. jets attacked air 
defense sites Wednesday in the 
southern no fly zone, accord­
ing to a statement by the U.S. 
Central Command. It was the 
second attack by the U.S.-led 
coalition this week in the 
southern zone, set up more 
than a decade ago to prevent 
Iraq’s army from atUicking 
restive Shiite Muslims in the 
region.

The remarks by Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, 
made to a visiting South 
African delegation, came one 
day after the United States and 
Britain moved closer to a full

Brits call for calm 
in wake of arrests

LONDON (AP) -  A 
British government minister 
urged the public to be “ alert 
but I not alarmed" 
Wednesday, a day after 
police said they arrested six 
men and found traces of the 
deadly poison ricin in a 
London apartment.

“ It’s understandable that 
people are concerned," 
Home Office minister 
Beverley Hughes told the 
British Broadcasting Corp. 
“ But we need to keep it in 
perspective. People need to 
be alert, but not alarmed and 
panicked."

The six men arrested on 
Sunday in north and east 
London were being ques­
tioned Wednesday, London’s 
Metropolitan Police said.

Anti-terrorist ptilice said 
Tuesday they had found 
"material and items of 
equipment" in an apartment 
in north London’s Wood 
Green district, and that a 
“small amount of the mater­
ial” tested positive for ricin. 
One of the men, who are all 
of North African origin, was 
arrested in the apartment, 
police said.

Doctors around Britain 
were warned to look for 
symptoms of exposure to 
ricin, one of the most power­
ful poisons and one for 
which there is no antidote. 
Symptoms include fever, 
stomach ache, diarrhea and 
vomiting.

“This makes us feel really 
scared. We are only three or 
four meters (^ards) away 
from it," said Ismail Ucur, 
19. who lives opposite the 
apartment where the poison 
was found.

“ We should have been 
told what was goiqg on. We 
saw the police and then peo­
ple in protective gear and we 
asked them what was hap­
pening but they didn’t tell 
us." Ucur said.

war footing by announcing the 
dispatch o f thousands more 
troops and weapons to the Gulf 
region and by voicing misgiv­
ings about Iraq’s commitment 
to disarm.

“The aggressors in 
Washington and London are 
preparing for a devastating 
aggression against... the people 
of Iraq and they would lilw once 
again to destroy the City of 
Peace (Baghdad) as they did in 
1991,” Aziz said.

Turning to the U.N. inspec­
tors, who returned to Iraq in 
November after a four-year hia­
tus, Aziz said their mission has 
strayed beyond the search for 
weapons of mass destruction.

“They are searching for

other information about Iraq’s 
conventional military capabili­
ties, the Iraqi scientific and 
industrial capability in the civil­
ian area, and alao espionage 
questions,” Aziz said.

Referring to Iraqi claims that 
inspectors were seeking to 
recruit key Iraqis, Aziz said a 
scientist from Baghdad’s 
Mustansiryia University was 
asked by inspectors whedio' his 
salary was enough for him. 
“Whi^ has this question to do 
with the matter 6i weapons of 
mass destruction?” Aziz asked.

Asked about similar accusa­
tions made by President 
Saddam Hussein on Tuesday, 
U.N. spokesman Hiro Ueki said 
U.N. officials had received no

formal oomplaint about alleged 
espionage ¿id  had noticed no 
change in cooperation from 
Iraqi officials.

“The inspectors are not 
spies. 'They are international 
civil servants,’’ Ueki told 
reporten  Ttiesday.

The United States has 
accused Iraq o f stockpiling 
weapons o f mass destnKtkm 
and says it will use force if nec­
essary to disarm the Arab 
nation. Iraq denies the chaiges 
and insists it already has 
destroyed its biological and 
chemical weapons and halted its 
nuclear program and the mak­
ing of banned missiles. There 
have been no known instances 
of serious problems encoun­

tered l^ .th e  inspectors since 
they began woik Nov. 27.

In a significant move in the 
nm-up to a possible war, the 
American battle staff that would 
lun a militaiy campaign against 
Iraq is beginning to assemble at 
a command post in the small 
Gulf state o f Qatar. Battle plan­
ners from the Central 
Command, which oversees U.S. 
military operations in the 
Middle East and South Asia, are 
heading from their permanent 
headquarters in Florida to Camp 
As Sayliyah in (^atar to be in 
position to carry out«any attack 
order from President Bush, U.S. 
officials said.

The officials stressed that the 
move to (^tar does not mean
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WASHINGTON* (AP) —  
Prescription jbrugs and hospital stays 
are die main drivers o f  growing UiS. 
health cave spending that rose a  
decade-high 8.7 percent increase in 
2001. * V

. The nation’s health care budget 
jumped to $1.424 trillion, up from 
$1JIO trillion in 2000, according to 
the report by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid. Prescription drugs and 
hospitals were two o f the fastest grow­
ing expenditures.

The annual report examining private 
and public sector spending, appears in 
the January/February issue o f  the jour­
nal Health Affairs.

The report’s authors said the nation 
was feeling the effects o f  the recession, 
which followed months o f  growth and 

' record employment where nuuiy com ­
panies offered lucrative benefit pack­
ages to lure workers.

“ Goverrunent and employers are 
feeling enormous pressure on their 
ability to. finance rapidly rising spend­
ing with resources that are growing 
more slowly,’* said Katharine Levit, 
one o f  the authors.

The study found that health care is 
hnnnilR[|lg,,hiEiitni^|niM t 
nation’s econom y, jumping from I l 3  
percent o f  the gross domestic product

in 20(X) to 14.1 percent in 2001 — the 
largest increase since 1991.

The numbers mean health care 
spending averaged fbout $5,035 per 
person.
.. Prescription drug spending — which 
made up $140.6 billion o f  total health 
spending — continued to grow faster 
than all other areas. However, the 
study’s authors said i the 15.7 percent 
g ro > ^  rate in 2001 was down slightly 
from the previous year’s 16.4 percent 
rate ~  paffiy because o f  a slowdown in 
the introduction o f  new drugs.

One o f  the biggest increases was in 
hospital spending, which increased 8 3  
percent — the fastest growth for that- 
sector in a decade. Economists pointed 
to huge hospital consolidations which 
have given facilities more bargaining 
power with nuuiaged care [dans for.., 
payments as the reason'for the Jump in 
h o^ ita l services.

Critics said the spending increases 
are proof that oncc-toutcd HMOs are 
losing their ability to control costs. 
Health insurance premiums grew 1 0 3  
percent, while benefits grew slower, 
about 10.1 percent, the report said.

Democrats, in particular, pmnted to 
Rqxiblican proposals to let private insur­
e s  administer a piescriptkm drug benefit 
for M edkaie. Congress is expected to

8.7 percent
to devise plans for turning Medicare 
over to [vivate insurers and HM Os,’’ 
said Rep. Pete Stark, D-Calif. Stark 
said the study showed that Medicare 
had again “ outperformed private 
health insurers.’’

But Karen Ignani president o f  the 
American Association o f Health Plans 
blamed lawmakers for the increases, 
pointing to scores o f  state and federal 
mandates for benefits like dental care.

“ Managed care worked very, very 
well to drive down costs in the begin­
ning,’’ she said. “ Politicians took away 
managed care tools. They devalued 
managed care in their political debates. 
If Congress wants to look for an expla­
nation o f  why this is happening, they 
only need to look in the mirror.’’

Public health programs were also hit 
by increases. Spending for Medicaid, 
the nation’s health insurance program 
for the poor, grew 1 0 3  percent — its 
fastest growth since 1993, according to 
the report. Economists cited an 8 3  per­
cent rise in enrollment due to the reces­
sion and expanded state programs fM* 
the uninsured as some o f the causes.

Medicare spending grew 7.8 per­
cent, partly because Congress 
increased payments to M edicare 
[voviders.

' «<
.“ G iven these results, 1 cannot 

understand why Republicans continue
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war is imminent or inevitable, 
but a senior U.S. official, 
speaking on condition o f  
anonymity, said the deploy­
ment of battle planners, which 
began this week, was part of 
an accelerating buildup o f  
forces in the Gulf region. Tens 
of thousands more combat 
forces are scheduled to flow 
intq the region over the next 
few weeks.

In Manila, Philippine 
Foreign Minister Bias Opie 
said some Arab governments 
are urging Saddam to step 
down and seek asylum in a 
third country to avoid war.

OpIe said he was informed 
on Monday of the Arab coun­
tries’ action by their ambas­
sadors in Manila. He refused 
to name the Arab govern­
ments.

In Moscow, Iraq’s ambas­
sador said Saddam would not 
seek asylum but “fight to the 
last drop of blood.”

“Saddam Hussein enjoys 
excellent health, he is in a 
determined mood, is in perfect 

'control of the situation and 
believes in our victory,” the 
Interfax news agency quoted 
Abbas Khalaf as saying in an 
interview.

“ I’d like to assure you that 
(he) will continue to defend 
his homeland. He is one of the 
leaders who will never leave 
his country and will fight to 
the last drop of blood,” said 
Khalaf, who recently returned 
from Iraq, where he and other 
Iraqi ambassadors met with 
Saddam.

In Washington, Defense 
Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld renewed accusa­
tions that Iraq was not being 
forthcoming in revealing its 
weapons programs as
required by U.N. resolutions. 
He said that while that war 
with Iraq “clearly is not 
inevitable,” the American 
troop buildup in the Gulf 
would continue.

The buildup includes the 
U.S. Army’s mobile biologi- 

, cal weapons testing laborato­
ry, which helps tests samples 
to confirm whether a biologi­
cal attack has taken place, 
according to Col. Erik 
Henchal, the Army’s top bio­
logical defense expert.

U,S. authorities drop charges against six men 
accused of illegally sending millions to Yemen

DETROrr (AP) -  Federal 
officials dropped criminal 
complaints against six men 
accused of illegally sending as 
much as $50 million a year to 
Yemen, but they said the 
investigation was continuing.

Jim Dinkins, assistant agent 
in charge of the Customs 
Service probe, said new 
charges were expected “ in the 
near future.”

The six men were arrested 
last month and accused of vio­
lating the Patriot Act of 2001 
after federal agents seized 
records, computers and more 
than $200.()00 from bank 
accounts during raids of busi­
nesses and homes thought to 
be part of illegal money trans­

fer operations.
“ Volumes of evidence was 

obtained at ' the original 
arrests,” which investigators 
are using to revise their claims 
against the men, Dinkins told 
the Detroit Free Press for 
Wednesday’s editions.

After a nine-month investi­
gation, raids conducted Dec. 
18 in Dearborn and Detroit 
resulted in charges against six 
men: Gamil Manea Ahmed Al- 
Najar, 26; David Nasser Ali, 
40; Foiad Hussain Mohamed, 
25; Mohammad Aidaros 
Abdulla, 62; Abdulla Hassan 
Mohamed, 31; and Hussein 
Ahmed Mohamed, 65. They 
were later released on $10,000 
unsecured bonds.
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“Sebasdar
This white adult male Flame 
Pointe Siamese has beautiful 

blue eyes. He*s a calm and 
loving cat who enjoys sitting 
on your lap. Please call or̂  

come by today!

Please Have Your Pet Vaccinated. 
IT’S THE LAW!

For irtformation about these pets or any other 
contact the Animal Shelter at 669-5775 or come 

by their location at Hobart Street Park.
NEW HOURS Monday-Friday 9-6, Office Open To The 
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