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One dies, three hurt

in cement plant fire

MIDLOTHIAN (AP) —
One person was killed and
three were injured when an
explosion and fire erupted at
a cement plant late Tuesday.

Midlothian Police
Department spokesman Amy
Calder said the fire began
about 11:10 p.m. Tuesday at
Texas Industries” Midlothian
cement plant. It was extin-
guished about three hours
later, police said.

The explosion and fire
occurred next to a pollution-
control device called a scrub-
ber, TXI spokesman Maurice
Osborn said.
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MANAGING EDITOR

Insurance will among the many
issues  facing the 78th Texas

Legislature  when it convenes
Wednesday, Jan. 14, said 28th District
Senator Robert Duncan.

Sen. Duncan of Lubbock now rep-
resents Gray County following the
redistricting of boundaries in July
2001. The Legislative Redistricting
Board (LRB) placed 31st District
Senator Teel Bivins of Amarillo in
Howard County’s district, removing
him from Gray County. Gray County
had been represented by the 3lst
Senatorial District more than 80 years.

Duncan said two issues facing the
legislators will be house insurance
reform and medical malpractice insur-
ance.

Skyrocketing homeowner insurance
premiums are caused by black mold
claims and weather-related losses. said
Duncan.

“These rates won'’t
quickly.” he said.

Gov. Rick Perry has stated he will
declare an “emergency issue” on the
escalating insurance rates. If he does
that, legislators can pass bills during
the first 60 days of the session.

Duncan also cited rising medical
malpractice insurance rates as a major
concern for the legislature. He said
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‘The Women’

Local cast brings famous
'30s play to ACT I stage

Gold-diggers. schemers, gossips, and social climbers - these
are the women who populate *“The Women,” a 1936 comedy by
Clare Boothe Luce being presented by ACT I community the-
atre group as the season opener Jan. 10-12 and Jan. 17-18.

Fifteen women and one young man play about 40 difterent
roles with lots of new faces making their ACT | debut. Kayla
Pursley is directing and Berinda Turcotte is assisant director.

Board members and volunteers under the direction of James
Kane have been busy remodeling the theater. The stage and
dressing room area have been moved and bathrooms made
accessible. ACT I veteran season ticket holders will notice the

Performances begin at 7:30 p.m., each night, with a Sunday
matinee at 2 p.m. on Jan. 12. The theatre entrance is midway on
the back side of the Pampa Mall, 2530 N. Hobart. Season tick-
et holders get preferred seating. Tickets are $7 for adults and

“The Women™ cast members (in alphabetical order) include
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medical malpractice insurance is much
higher in the Valley of South Texas and
is causing serious problems in main-
taining needed physicians and health
care workers.

The deficit state budget will be
another major issue for the legislators
to handle, he said. Comptroller Carole
Keeton Rylander Strayhorn has pre-
dicted a deficit of $5 billion for Texas.

“Ninety percent of the people serv-
ing in the senate and the House have
never been in the legislature when it
was in the red.” he said. “In the 10
years I've been there, we've not been
in the red.”

After a decade of surplus, the
state’s current two-year spending plan
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is $114 billion.

Duncan said he will take a “wait-
and-sce™ approach to the school fund-
Ing issue.

“I don’t know if we will do it in the
regular session.” he said. "It can’t be
fixed with the current tax structure.

He said Senate Bill 7, passed in
1993 to deal with school finance, was
not passed until “there was an absolute
crisis.”

Duncan said he thought the issue
could get solved better in a general
session of the legislature as there
would be more intensity.

“If it’'s not fixed by then, (school
finance) may have to be in a special

(See RATES. Page 3)

The 2-year-old plant had
been closed for repairs when
The

the accident occurred.

(Courtesy photo)
Youngest cast members Jennifer Jones,
11, and Shelby Needham, 11, get to play
a little older and more sophisticated
ladies as Girl #1 and Girl #2 at the

Cynthia Aler, “Sylvia,” is making her ACT [ debut and con-
fesses she hasn’t done any drama since high school although

(Courtesy Photo)

daughter, Kat, has been acting for several years. Cindy is a bas-
ketball coach with the Optimist Club.

Kat Aer, ““Little Mary,” is an ACT | veteran having played
in last year’s ““The Prince and the Pauper™ direct-

Cynthia Aler, playing Sylvia Fowler in
a recent rehearsal, screams "I hate
you, I hate you!" after a wicked cat
fight with the woman who "stole" her

workers were contractors
making repairs and did not
work for TXI, Osborn said.

The name of the victim,
who was pronounced dead at
the scene, was being with-
held until relatives could be
notified, police said. The
three injured people were not
immediately identified.

One of them was taken by
medical helicopter to
Parkland Memorial Hospital
in Dallas, where he was in
stable condition, Osborn
said. The other two were
treated and released at a
nearby hospital, he said. .

The cause of the fire was
unclear. Investigators were at
the scene, Osborn said.
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Bush, who stunned
his critics in 2001 by winning
passage of the biggest tax cut
since Ronald Reagan. is hop-
ing to repeat history with a

bolder-than-expected  $674
billion stimulus plan.
But whether he wins or

loses in Congress, his strategy
1s almost certainly aimed at
avoiding another bit of history
— his father’s costly political
mistake of appearing to ignore
the pain inflicted by the
nation’s last jobless recovery.

“Too many of our citizens
who want to work cannot find
a job and many employers
lack the confidence to invest

and create new jobs,” Bush
said Tuesday in ~Chicago,
where he unveiled his new
package of tax cuts. He said
the cuts were needed to bolster
a sputtering recovery. Bush
was courting Democratic and
Republican lawmakers
Wednesday in a White House
meeting.

Indeed. the last year’s per-
formance bears many similari-
ties to the period when Bush's
father was in the White House
and the economy was coming
out of the 1990-91 recession
with economic growth so
weak that the unemployment
rate kept rising.

The jobless rate returned to

AP NEWS

ANALYSIS

an eight-year high of 6 percent
in November. Analysts are
predicting the rate will head
even higher in coming
months, probably topping out
at 6.5 percent in early summer,
before stronger growth starts
to convince businesses they
can hire back laid-oft workers.

Bush doesn’t want his
2004 Democratic opponent to
enjoy the kind of success Bill
Clinton had in 1992 by using
a rising jobless rate to con-
vince voters to reject an

Cracks In Bricks
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Commuter plane crashes at airport;
all 21 ahoard helieved to have died

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — A commuter
plane carrying 21 people crashed into an air-
port hangar on takeoff Wednesday and burst

into flames, killing everyone aboard, authori-

ties said.

The cause of the crash — the deadliest U.S.
air accident in nearly 14 months — wasn’t
immediately clear.

US Airways Express Flight 5481, a Beech
1900 twin-engine turboprop, was taking off in
clear, windy weather from Charlotte/Douglas
International Airport when it hit'the comer of
a US. Airways hangar at full throttle just
before 9 a.m., officials said.

Nineteen pass¢éngers and two créw mem-
bers were aboard the flight, which was operat-
ed by Air Midwest and headed to Greenville-
Aviation

much to see,” said Charlotte police
spokesman Keith Bridges. “It’s just a horrible
sight.”

The plane veered into the hangar and came
down on its roof, witnesses told WCNC-TV.
Video from the scene showed smoldering
wreckage and a charred side of the hangar.

Airport director Jerry Orr said there were
no survivors abodrd the plane, however three
people on the ground who were thought to

have been missing had been accounted for.

- There was no, ilifhe -indication of ter-
rorism, the FBI said. |

- At Greenville- airport, a room

had been set up for fri and relatives arriv-
ing to pick up passengers from the flight, air-
port spokeswoman Rosylin Weston said.

The plane was,about 8 years old and had

incumbent president.

Both the size of Bush’s new
stimulus package at $674
billion, more than double what
the White House just a week
ago had been indicating would
be offered — and its compo-
nent parts, which are weighted
heavily toward tax rehiet tor
the wealthiest  Americans,
demonstrate that Bush 15 not
afraid to be bold in pushing
his economic agenda.

Bush., who complained last
week that critics were using
“class warfare™ arguments.
rejected the advice of some of
his advisers to tone down the
tax breaks for the wealthy to
blunt such criticism.

Instead. he proposed accel-
erating all the rate cuts sched-
uled for 2004 and 2006,
including those for the top
bracket of wealthy taxpayers,
and proposed eliminating the
tax on corporate dividend pay-
ments, not just cutting it in
halt as contemplated.

The climination of federal
taxes on the dividends corpo-
rations pay investors will cost
$364 bilhon. more than half of
Bush's $674 billion total pack-
age. The joit Urban Institute-
Brookings Institution  Tax
Policy Center estimated  that
42 percent of these tax savings
would go to wealthiest | per-

(Sce BUSH. Page 3)

CHICAGO  (AP)
Influenza has surpassed AIDS
as a lethal killer and
tributes to an average 36000
annual U.S. dcaths, largely
because of a vulnerable aging
population for whom the vac
cine 1s often neffective, gov-
ernment research shows

The U.S. flu-related death
toll surged  fourfold from
16263 in 1976-77 to 64 684
in 1998-99, the Centers for

con

Disease Control and
Prevention reported in
Wednesday's Journal of the
American Medical
Association. Those numbers

average out to 16000 more
deaths yearly than the previ-
ous estimate of 20.000.
Health and Human
Services Secretary Tommy

Ihompson  said  the
“that mtluenza may be taking
an cven larger toll than we
have realized™
the mmportance of flu shots,
especially for older people.

Drug breakthroughs in the
mid- 19905 helped reduce U.S
AIDS deaths from S1.000 in
1995 to about 15000 1n 2001
But the main weapon doctors
have against flu a vaccine

has proven disappointingly
ineffective in the most suscep-
tible population: people 65
and older

Older people are more
prone to flu complications yet
only about 65 percent of them
get vaccinated. The annual
shots do not protect aging
immune systems as well as

(See FLU. Page 3)
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SHERIFF
Gray County Sheriff’'s Department
reported the following arrests during the
24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7
Gary W. Jernigan, 35, 1237 Duncan,
was arrested on a blue warrant.
Amparo Ortega, 42, 619 Carr, was
arrested for driving while intoxicated.
Cutter Doy Hutchison, 30, 312 1/2 N.
Wells, was arrested on two capias pro
fines.
Matthew Preston Walker, 18, McLean,
was arrested for injury to the disabled.
Jose Perez, 27, 1120 Sirroco, was arrest
ed by Department of Public Safety on a
warrant tfor driving while license suspend-
ed.

STOCKS

The following grain quotanons are . VLO 36.18 -0.88
provided by Auebury Grain of Halliburton 1846 +0.14
Pamg Triad Hospitals .28.50 -1.00
Wheat 3 41 NOI 2101 024
Milo 3199 KMI 4350 +0.10
Corn 447 XCEL .. 1182  +0.02
Soybeans 5.00 Kerr McGee .. 4243 024
Sunflowers 900 Limited 13.7 030

Williams 3.30 +0.32

McDonalds 1662 -0.05

The following show prices for
Exxon Mobil . 3489 -0.26

which these mutual funds were

bid at the time of compilation Atmos . 2347 -0.27
Occidental 28.25-0.24 Pioncer Nat ....2420 -0.36
Fidelity Mageln NA Penncy's 2366 +0.18
Puntan NA cop 4808 -036
Schlumberger . 4090 +0.20
T'he following 9:30 am. N.Y. Tenneco 377 4001
Stock Market quotatuons are fur- CVX 6815 -030
mished by Edward Jones & Co Wal-Mart 5086 +0.40
of Pampa OKE 1949 0.15
BP 4014 -033 NS Group 631 014
Celanese 2266 +0.15
Cabot Corp 2595 -023 New York Gold 347.25
Cabot Onl Gas 2423 -0.32  Silver 480
Coca Cola 4453  +0.17  West Texas Crude 31.08

OBITUARIES
DONALD C. ORMSON
1920-2003

Donald C. Ormson, 82-years-old, passed
away on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2003, at the Quinn
Care Center in Borger, Texas. Services will
be held at 10 a.m., Friday, Jan. 10, at First
Bapuist Church, Borger, Texas. The Rev.
Ronald Rhoads. evangelist and grandson-in
law, Lewisville, Texas, and Dr. Kerry
Ormson, Don’s son, will be officiating while
being assisted by Joe Janeway and Robert
Hensley of First Bapust Church. Burial will
be in Memory Gardens in Pampa, Texas,
under the directon of Brown's Funeral
Directors, Borger. Texas.

Don Ormson was born in Monroe County,
Wis., on Nov. 19, 1920. After enlisting in the
military, he was stationed at Pampa Army A
Field as a Staff Sergeant in Texas. In 1943,
Don mdrried Jean Harrison in Pampa. In
1945, he was sent to India for a tour of duty.
Atter the end of World War II. Don returned
to Pampa to raise his family. In 1952, the
Ormsons moved to Borger, Texas.

Don worked at Coronado Drug until 1955,
then he entered the office supply field. From
1956 to 1967, he was the Manager of Borger
Ofttice Supply. Afterwards, Don became asso
ciated with Jim Hess Printers and Stationers
In 1980, he and his wite, Jean, operated
Ormson Ofiice Supply until his retirement in
1985.

Don was a member of the First Baptist
Church of Borger since 1952, serving as a
deacon, Sunday School teacher. and a choir
member. He also served the Panhandle arca

as a member of the Gideon's International for
48 years. As a member of Rotary
International, Don served as Past President of
the Borger Club as well as chairman of many
committees for civic projects. He was a mem-
ber of the China/India/Burma  Reunion
Fellowship of those who served in the mili-
tary in those countries.

He 1s preceded in death by his wife, Jean;
three brothers, Archie, Orville, Benny; and
one sister, Olga Knutson. Survivors include
his son, Dr. Kerry Ormson and wife, Nancy,
Amarillo,  Texas: his daughter, Judy
Springfield, Irving, Texas; his sister, Eleanor
Thompson, Kendall, Wis.; his niece. Jerrie
Biggers, Pampa; and his nephew. Bobby
Brazil, Pampa. Don also had six grandchil
dren (Zane, Torrie, Jon, Kris, Amber, and
Russell) and four great-grandchildren
(Taylor, Joshua, Kaitlyn, and Nicholas).

Pallbearers are Verlie Deaton, Ronald
Raft, Al Bierman, Gerald Cornelius, Art
Taylor, Vance Brown, Jim Hess, and Ed
Biggs

Honorary Pallbearers will be members of
the Borger Gideon's International, Borger
Rotary Club, and Bill Willard’s Sunday
School Class.

Memornials may be mailed to the Gideon's
International, Box 5800, Borger. TX 79008,
or Crown Hospice of Amarillo, 1000 S.
Jetterson, Amarillo, TX 79101.

Family visitaton will be from 7-8 p.m..
Thursday. at Brown’s Funeral Directors.

FIRE

Pampa Fire Department responded to the
following calls during the 24-hour period
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Jan. 7

12 noon — Two units and six firefighters
responded to an alarm at 1321 W. Kentucky.
It was a false alarm and the call was can-
celled before firefighters arrived.

8:23 p.m. — One unit and three firefighters
responded to a lifting assist in the 100 block
of South Russell.

AMBULANCE

Rural/Metro Ambulance reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period end-
ing at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Jan. 7

7:42 a.m. — A mobile ICU responded to
Starkweather at Louisiana; one patient was
transported to Pampa Regional Medical
Center.

6:52 p.m. — A mobile ICU responded to
the 2700 block of North Hobart; no patient
was transported.

Pampa Police Department today reported

the following incidents.
Tuesday, Jan. 8

A runaway was reported in the 1600 block
of North Christy.

Theft was reported in the 2100 block of
Coftee. Reported taken were an engagement
ring, necklace, earrings, and two coats. Loss
was estimated at $1,050.

Vandalism to a vehicle was reported to a vehicle
in the 1300 block of Coffee. A side window was
damaged by a BB with a damage esumate of $250.

Telephone harassment was reported in the
700 block of Dean.

A runaway was reported in the 900 block
of Brunow.

POLICE

Domestic assault was reported in the 400
block of Hazel. According to the police
report, no injuries were reported.

Theft was reported in the 1900 block of
North Hobart. A pager valued at $55 was
taken. ,

Criminal mischief was reported at a res-
idence in the 1600 block of West
Somerville. According to the police report,
holes were knocked in the walls, and a car-
bon monoxide detector and wall mounted
ashtray were reported taken from the laun-
dry room. Damage estimate was approxi-
mately $400.

Credit card abuse was reported at Beall’s
Department Store.
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Today’s forecast 1s calling for mostly
sunny skies, highs in the mid 70s, and south-
west winds 5 to 15 mph. Tonight’s forecast
should be partly cloudy with lows in the lower
30s, and southwest winds S to 15 mph shifting
to the northwest. Thursday, mostly sunny.
Much colder. Highs in the lower 50s. North
winds 15 to 20 mph. Thursday night, partly
cloudy. Lows in the lower 20s. Light winds.
Friday, partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 40s.
East winds 5 to 15 mph. Friday nighy, partly

cloudy. Lows in the lower 20s. Saturday.
cloudy. Chance of rain and snow. Highs in the
mid 30s. Chance of rain and snow 30 percent.
Saturday night, mostly cloudy. Chance of
snow. Lows in the mid 20s. Chance of snow
30 percent. Sunday, mostly sunny. Highs in
the mid 40s. Sunday night. partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 30s. Monday, partly cloudy.
Highs in the mid 50s. Monday night, partly
cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. Tuesday, partly
cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.

STATEWIDE

A lingering area of high
pressure  that’'s  brought
pleasant weather to Texas
will hang on for a few more
days. forecasters with the
National Weather Service

Predawn

Temperatures ranged from
the upper 30s to the lower 40s
across  North Texas early

Wednesday. Winds blew from  cloudy  and

coast to far West Texas.

ranged from 33 degrees at
Junction to 52 at Brownsville.
Winds in West
blowing from the west at
said. southwest at 5-15 mph. A
south wind from 5-10 pre-
vailed elsewhere.

North Texas will be partly

Clouds  will  thicken
Wednesday night in South
Texas as lows fall into the
upper 40s north and the lower
50s south. Isolated showers
were possible on Thursday
morning, giving way to partly
cloudy and breezy conditions
by afternoon. Highs will be in
the 70s.

West Texas will be partly

temperatures

Texas were

warm on

Administration opening door
to dialogue with North Korea

By BARRY SCHWEID
AP DIPLOMATIC WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP)
The Bush administration has
opened the door to dialogue
with North Korca, but said
Wednesday Pyongyang
should not expect U.S. incen
tives. such as new financial
aid, to drop its nuclear pro
grams

North

responded

Korea has  not

White
spokesman Arnt Fleischer sand
the otter to talk should not be

House

seen as Ca negotiation to give
them any inducements, when
previous inducements  that
were given to them were dis
obeyed.”

“They dropped therr end
of the agreement and they
should certamly not expect
the United States to give them
addinonal imducements  to
honor old agreements.” he
sand

“The  ball as i then
court,” Fleischer sand. “They
are the ones that created this
stituation by reneging  on
agreements that they made.
and we will continue to work
closely with our allies.™

The ofter to talk 15 uncon
dittonal, but the administra
ton 1s standing by its position
that North Korea must give
up 1ts nuclear weapons pro
grams

“We are not going to pay
agamn tor North Korea to hve
up to its ebhigations,” State
Department
Richard
Tuesday. He referred to a
pledge North Korea took in
1994 to freeze the programs

spokesman
Boucher sard

in exchange for fuel o1l and
two light water reactors. a
deal financed mostly by
Japan and South Korea

The hard line the admims
trathion had taken toward an
increasingly bellicose
Pyongyang ecased with the
offer of a dialogue

“If the North Koreans are
prepared to reverse course

and stop their aggressive pur
greater  nuclear
weapons  capabilities,  they
know how to reach members
of the international communi
ty.,” saud Sean McCormack.
spokesman  for  President
Bush's  Natonal  Security
Council. “We are prepared to
listen.™

Boucher said. “It's an
unconditional ofter to talk to
North Korea about how 1t can
meet 1ts international obliga

suit  of

tions.”
Among them 1s an accord
with South Korea that the
Korean peninsula would be
kept free of nuclear weapons
“We  will obviously be
looking to see how North
Korea responds and  what
they say. either in private or
in public, what they are will
g to do.” Boucher said
There was no immediate,
direct response to the US
ofter, but the official news
agencey, KCNA, sand
Wednesday  there  1s an
increasing
nuclear war on the Korean
Peninsula™

danger ot a

because ot the
United States and urged the
two Koreas to “pool then
ettorts and condemn and frus
trate the U.S. nuclear policy
for aggression.”

The US. ofter was includ
ed ina statement issued joint
ly with South Korea and
Japan after two days of meet
ings at the State Department
A copy of the joint commu
nique was sent to the North
Korean mission to the United
Nations

South  Korean  Deputy
Foreign Mimister [ ee Tae-Sik
said the participants in the
talks agreed that North Korea
should take the first step by
giving up its nuclear weapons
program. “Only after this can
we imagine serious  discus
stons or dialogue taking
place.” Lee said

He said the United States,
Japan and South Korea did
not set a timetable for North

Korean action, “*but the situa-
ton 1s getting worse and
worse and we all have to
assume not much time 1s
left.” South Korea would con
tinue 1ts contacts with North
Korea to stress the importance
of resolving the problem, he
said.

The offer of dialogue was
backed by Bush, who again
offered
Chicago speech that “we have
no aggressive intentions, no
argument  with the North
Koredn people. We're inter
ested in peace in the Korean
peninsula.”

North Korea has demanded
a nonaggression treaty  with
the United States.

In Pyongyang on Tuesday,
thousands of North Koreans
rallied in support of a stronget
military. And the government

assurances n d

sard U.S. cconomic sanctions
would lead to war.

The joint  statement in
Washington said Japan's and
South Korea's dialogues with
North Korea “serve as impor
tant channels to resolve issues
of bilateral concern.”

the south at 5-10 mph.
Elsewhere, mostly clear
reported,
although some scattered clouds
extended from the lower Texas

conditions  were

Wednesday night, with lows
near 50. Partly cloudy and
cooler conditions were on tap
for Thursday. Highs will be in
the middle 60s.

cloudy overnight, with lows
in the lower to middle 30s.
Highs in the middle 40s to
about 50 were forecast for

Thursday.

Dynegy holding out greater expectﬁtions
for new year than Wall Street predictions

HOUSTON (AP)
Dynegy Inc. officials are opti-
mistic 2003 will bring profits
farger than Wall Street had
expected and a smaller debt
load as the energy company
continues revamping its busi-
ness.

Dynegy also plans to jetti-
son 1ts money-losing trading
and communications busi-
nesses this year, ofticials said
Tuesday.  The  company
expects to earn 8 cents to 15
cents per share, or $31 million
o $54 milhon this year.
exceeding analysts’ consensus
estimate of 3 cents per share.

Dynegy was among the
energy companies battered by
flecing investors and squeezed
credit ratings in the fallout of
former rival Enron Corp.’s
December 2001 failure.

“Our credit standing and
the economy have created a
challenging environment for

Dynegy,” Chief Executive
Bruce Williamson said.

Dynegy’s forecast assumes
the company will successfully
renegotiate $1.3 billion in
bank agreements due in April
and May, despite its low cred-
it ratings, which are below
investment grade.

Dynegy will continue pay-
ing down debt and rely on its
generation and natural gas lig-
uids businesses, as well as its
[llinois utihity, to provide an
estimated $1.2 billion to $1.3
billion in 2003 cash tlow.

The company has access to
$1.47 billion. either in cash on
hand or in bank credit, after
paying $850 million of the
company’s total $7.7 billion
debt last year. It plans to pay
another $100 million this
month.

Gordon Howald. an analyst
with Credit Lyonnaise, said
Dynegy’s outlook may be “a
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CELEBRATIONS AFTER
Christmas Sale! All Christ-
mas 65% Off through the end
of Jan

CHANEY’S, 716 W. Fos
ter, 5-8 p.m. All You Can Eat
$8, ch. fr. steak, salmon pa
ties, spaghetti & meatballs,

chicken tenders

CLAY POTS 1/2 price;
Christmas items 75% off. Last
week of Holiday Sale. Lazy 9
Feed & Garden, 516 S. Russell

COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN School, Enrollment for
Spring Semester, Jan. 6-10
Enrollment for Fall 2003,
opens Feb. 3, 2003. Grades
Pre-K thru 7th grade. 665
3393, 220 N. Ballard st.

GO WIRELESS in Pampa
Now starting at $44.95. Call
Centramedia On-line Services
today at 665 0106

HELP WANTED: Optical
Tech, apply to Vision Source,
1324 N. Banks or Fax resume
to 665-3511

ROSIE’'S Bar Dance to
Sentimiento Norteno. Sat.,
Jan. 11, 9 p.m.-1 am. $7 sin-
gle, $10 couple

RUG RATS Prof. Carpet
Cleaning. Free est. 665-1976

SPECIAL BATH Day @
Royse  Animal ' Hospital.
Clean pets before bad weath-
er hits again. All baths 1 low
price Fri. & Sat. only, 665-
2223, 1939 N. Hobart

little bit rosy”™ when it
comes o anticipating gas
and power prices and suc-
cessful renegotiations with
banks. But the company’s
future 1sn’t as bleak as it
appeared a few months ago.
he said.

“The key point here is, it
appears that they are going
to make it through at least
November 2003, Howald
said. “Going from a compa-
ny that appeared to be very
likely to file bankruptcy,
Dynegy is now a company
that has a pretty good shot
at surviving 2003."

Throughout 2002
Dynegy replaced top execu
tives, shut down its Enron
like online trading platform,
announced plans to scrap its
trading business, laid off
more than 1,100 workers
and sold about $2 billion in
assets.

“The communications
business should be sold or
shut down by the end of the
first quarter,” Williamson
said.

Dynegy 1s the only ener
gy company so far to settle
regulatory probes into trad-
Ing or accounting practices,
without admitting wrongdo
ing.

The company agreed n
Septemberto pay $3 million
to the Securities and
Exchange Commission
regarding a natural gas deal
that forced Dynegy to
restate financial statements
for 1999-2001

Then Dynegy agreed to
pay $5 million to the
Commodity Trading
Futures Commission last
month regarding fake trades
reported to industry publi
cations to skew natural gas
prices in Dynegy’s favor.
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PLAY

ed by Gina Kane. She was also in the the ele-
mentary choir production of “the Wizard of
Oz.” Kat is a student at Pampa Middle School.

Judy Blackshear, “Peggy” and “Shop Girl
#1,” is a full-time mother of “two beautiful
children” - a daughter Brooklyn and a son
Randall. Her acting credits include several
high school productions where she did it all -
acting, makeup and directing. This is her ACT
I debut.

Diana Bruner, “Olga,” “Masseuse,” “Ms.
Watts” and “Lucy,” serves as secretary on the
ACT I board of directors. She’s been onstage
the past three years, playing in “Musical
Comedy Murders,” “Claptrap” and “Moon
Over Buffalo.” She is a London certified high
grade gold assayer.

Michele Dabbs, “Pedicurist,” “Princess
Tamara,” “Ms. Trimmerback,” and “Helene”
i1s a mother of five and works for Pampa
Independent School District at Travis

Elementary in the cafeteria and for Latch Key.
She made Her acting debut last season as
Eileen in “Moon over Buffalo.”

Carla Gifford, “Countess de Lage,” hasn’t
been ort stage since high school and grade
school. She works at Garden Shop. She and
her husband Rober, have four children and 12
grandchildren. Carla, sister to Diana Bruner, is
making her ACT I debut.

Shirley Faye Hoskins, “Hairdresser #1,”
“Maggie,” “Nurse” and “Woman #1,” is a con-
venience store manager. “I’ve wanted to do
this all my life,” says Shirley. She also serves
on the ACT I board.

Jennifer Jones, “Eupie,” “Shop Girl #2”
and “Club Girl #2,” attends Pampa Middle
School. She is making her ACT I debut in
playing a variety of parts.

Brandon Alton Kane, “Hairdresser #2"
and “Fitter,” is a sophomore at Pampa High
School. He is making his acting debut with
ACT I but is no stranger to the stage having
played Romeo and LeBray in “Cyrano.”

Gina Kane, “Edith Potter,” is on the board

of directors and has been involved with ACT |
on stage, as a children’s theater director and
served as costume mistress for several years.
She and husband James have four children.

Rochelle Lacy, “Jane” and “Saleslady #1,”
is an ACT I veteran from it’s inception. She
has directed, acted and served on the board
for 19 years. Her bachelor’s degree is in the-
ater and her master’s is in history. She and
husband Calvin have five married children,
13 grandchildren and three great grandkids,
two of whom plan to follow in her theatrical
steps.

Sheila Lindsay, “Miriam Aarons,” has
been involved with ACT I for seven years as
an actor, director and board member. She stays
busy these days caring for the newest Lindsay
family member, 8-month-old Jeron.

Shelby Needham, “Stagehand” and “Girl
#1,” is a student at Pampa Middle School also.
She has been involved with the children’s the-
ater productions directed by Gina Kane.

Lisa Ryan, “Crystal,” was a military brat
living mostly up and down the East Coast.

Today she’s site director at Cclancse She’s a
newcomer to ACT .

Karen Smith, “Mary Haines,” is making
her ACT I debut. She's married to Charles and
they have three children, Christopher,
Matthew and Hannah. Karen is a substitute
teacher and Sunday school teacher with a
degree in sociology.

Kim Tatum, “Mrs. Morehead,” works for a
local grocery store and is making her ACT I
debut. She hasn’t been on stage since her col-
lege days when she played Mae Sister Woman
from “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” and Peppermint
Patty in “You're a Good Man, Charlie
Brown.” She’s been married for 20 years and
she and her husband have one son David.

Berinda Turcotte, “Nancy Blake,” “Ms.
Fordyce™ and “Saleswoman #2"" has won sev-
eral Best Actress awards for her ACT I perfor-
‘mances. Recently she starred in an Amarillo
Little Theater production of “Three Tall
Women.” Turcotte is president of the ACT I
board of directors and is scheduled to direct
ACT I's next production.

: CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

BusH

cent of taxpayers.

Many economiss were perplexed by the
plan’s heavy reliance on the dividend tax
elimination in a package that is $upposed to
jump-start a sputtering economy, given that
taxpayers won't even see this relief until
next year when they file their 2003 tax
returns.

The administration, however, is counting
on the tax dividend proposal to lift spirits on
Wall Street, where investors have been bat-
tered by a $7 trillion drop in stock valuations
over the past three years. Some advisers esti-
mate that stock prices could rise by 10 per-
cent with an elimination of the dividend tax.

Of course, Bush may also be using the
size of his package as a bargaining ploy,

intending to trade away some elements later
for items more favored by Democrats.

There are already competing Democratic
proposals in both the Senate and House that
have far smaller price tags and offer much
more relief to lower-income workers and
cash-strapped states.

Two potential Democratic presidential
rivals, Sens. Joseph Lieberman and John
Kerry, blasted Bush’s package on Tuesday
as a giveaway to the wealthy at the expense
of middle-class workers.

White House spokesman Ari Fleischer
said Wednesday that many Democrats
opposed Bush’s 2001 tax plan “at first
blush,” but some were converted.

However, there was an early sign that
moderate Republicans might balk at parts of
Bush’s proposal. Moderate Republican Sen.
Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island planned to

FLu
they do younger ones.

Annual tlu shots have been
recommended for people 65

1960s and
and older since

and older since the
for those 50
2000.

The tlu death toll pales in
comparison to that of the
worldwide influenza epidemic
of 1918, which killed more
than 20 million people, includ-

ing 500,000 Americans.

But the new numbers frus-
trate public health experts who
had hoped the development of
flu vaccine about 40 years ago
would have had a greater
effect.

Vaccination rates are also
dismal — about 30 percent —
for another target group, peo-
ple with high-risk conditions
such as diabetes and heart dis-
ease, said Dr. Keiii Fukuda, a

(l)( gpldcmmlnpxl

Thompson noted that flu
shots are free under Medicare
and said new federal rules
should help increase vaccina-
tion rates by allowing hospital-
ized Medicare patients to get
flu shots without a doctor’s
order.

For the study, researchers
developed a new statistical
model to create a more accurate
estimate of flu deaths using

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

RATES

" he said.

session,

Many school districts
across the state are pushing
for a change in the school
finance laws. The present sys-
tem takes money from
wealthier school districts and
gives it to the poorer districts.

One of every four school
districts in the state has hit a
legal limit on its property-tax
rate,-at $1.50 for every $100
in property value.

Costs of social services in

Texas can be handled by bet-
ter management, he said.
“We can be more creative

in managing the growth of the
program,” said Duncan.

He said Texas had to
approve an additional $2 bil-
lion to keep the Medicaid and
CHIPS program “floating”
because of the federal require-
ments.

Duncan said 80 percent of
the health claims in the two
state-furnished health care
programs come from 20 per-
cent of the people who are
insured.

“We need to get better
management of the programs
to see costs go down,” he
said.

He added that there are

CRASH

Air MId\\L,\l.

A maintenance alert had been
issued in August for the same
model of airplane after attach-
ment bolts for the vertical stabi-

lizer were found loose on a plane

during a scheduled inspection.

Maintenance records on the

plane that crashed weren’t
immediately available.

The crash comes after a year
in which there were no deaths
aboard a passenger or cargo air-
liner in the United States. It had
been the third time in a decade
that a year went by without a
fatality on a commercial plane,
according to the FAA.

several environmental issues
coming before the legislatu =
“But I don’t know how we
will fund them all,” he said.

Water will be a prominent
issue of the upcoming 140-
day session, he said. “The
wisdom of the rule of capture
has been raised and probably
will be a topic,” he said.

“It will be an interesting
session,” said Duncan.
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join Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., to
announce legislation on Thursday: that
would freeze the top income-tax rate at its
current 38.6 percent until budget surpluses
return.

In the House, where the rules give the
majority Republicans more control over the
flow of legislation, House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, R-Ill., predicted the measure that is
finally passed “will look very much like
what the president has asked for.”

While economists generally applauded
the plan as carrying effective stimulus mea-
sures, they questioned why Bush had ear-
marked only a-token $3.6 billion to states.

Mark Zandi, chief economist of
Economy.com, said Bush's package will
probably boost economic growth by 0.7 per-
centage point this year. But he said the
spending cuts and tax increases states are

being forced to enact to balance their bud-
gets will probably trim 0.5 percentage point
from growth, leaving a tiny 0.2 percentage:
point improvement for the economy as a
whole from government actions.

Other analysts worried that Bush's plap
might provide a short-term boost for the
economy this year but turn mto a long-term
drag over the next decade by causing budget
deficits to explode and send interest rates
soaring.

“I am worried that we are giving away so
much in tax cuts, that we will never get back
to a budget balance,” said David Wyss, chief
economist at Standard & Poor’s ‘in New
York.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Martin Crutsinger has
covered economic issues for The Associated
Press in Washington since 1984.

national mortality and virus
surveillance data.

The new model shows that a
more lethal virus strain has hit
in recent years, contributing to
the increase in deaths.

But between 1976 and 1999,
the number of U.S. adults 85
and older doubled. And the
researchers found that this age
group was 16 times more likely
to die of flu-related causes than
people ages 65 to 69.
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ouse GOP leaders make it easier for free vacations

By LARRY MARGASAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON
Republican

(AP)

concealed

House
leaders from the
chamber’s ethics leaders the now-approved
rufes changes that allow charnities to give
lawmakers free vacations and make 1t easier
tor lobbyists to send tood to congressional
ofhices

Rep o Joel Hefley, a Colorado Republican
who led the House ethics commattee in the
Lst Congress. sind he learned of the propos
als Monday

to delete them trome a larger package of rules

too late to organize an cttort

revistons. The package passed Tuesday on a

party hine vote

Hetley: who sand he may lead the panel
agan this vear, sand Tuesday he decided o
try and modity the looser rules later rather
than stop them immediately

Rep Howard Berman, D-Cahif.. who
crved as the ranking minority member of the
cthies pancl. sand he was not consulted either

Berman will not be serving this year on the

pancl because ot term limiits imposed by
'H\ru ¢ rules

\ spokesman tor House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, R

e but Democrats siad they sernously eroded

sand the changes were cosmet

the ethical standards
Republicans when they took control of the
House in 1995. The GOP toughened stan-
dards ot conduct for
staft

introduced by

House members and

after numerous ethics investigations

under Democratic rule for the previous four

decades. The Senate has not acted to ease its
gift rules

The House rules package with the ethics
changes passed on a party-line vote of 221-
203. A Democratic eftort to kill the revisions
was deteated 225-200.

“We weren’t consulted,” Hefley said.
“We're ina position to know what gets peo
ple in trouble.™

Hetley sind he wants to find a way to have
lawmakers help a leginmate charity  but
added. “You don’t want boondoggle deals
where you get a nice vacation and someone
clse pays tor ™

Berman sind: T think it's a big mistake. |
wish they had given the committee a chance
to review the issues betfore putting them into
the rules package.™

Fhe  cthies commuttee. tormally  the
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct,
has an cequal number of Democrats  and
Republicans

The Democrat who led the opposition to

the rules changes Tuesday in the first debate

of the 108th Congress chtded the
Republicans for undoing the tough rules they
initiated.

“The Republican majority made much of

past abuses in this body,” said Rep. Martin
“Yet,
Republicans believe they have a sate and

Frost, D-Texas. now that the
secure majority for the foreseeable future,
they want to undo some of the significant
strides that were made.”™

John Feehery, the spokesman for Speaker
Dennis Hastert, said the changes were clari
fications. ““The purpose of the charity provi-
sion 1s to allow members to support chari
ties,” he said. The perishable food provision,
dubbed by the Democrats as the “pizza
rule,”” means that “low-paid staff can have
something to cat at dinner. They can eat pizza
cthically,” Feehery said.

The charity rule allows organizations cer-
tutied as charities by the Internal Revenue
Service to pay for travel and lodging for
events sponsored by the charitable group.
Currently, a-House member must pay for his
own transportation and hotel

I'he prohibition was adopted to discourage
lawmakers from attending charitable events
at resorts, amounting to tree vacations.

I'he new food rule applies. for example.

when lobbyists want to have dinner delivered

to a committee office when lawmakers and
their staifs are working late on legislation.

Before the change, the value of the food
would have counted against a $49.99 ceiling
for a single gift to a member and a $99.99
annual limit for gifts from the same source.

The change allocates the value of the food
against the gift limits of all those who eat it.
[t was unclear how House officials will keep
track of everyone who grabs a slice of pizza
or a chicken leg from a table full of food.

The House Committee on Standards of

Ofticial Conduct, the ethics committee’s for-
mal name, distributed gift-rule guidance to
November that
cannot be evaded by ... averag-

lawmakers last said the
$49.99 limit
ing the expense of gifts given to more than
one member or staff person.™

Don Simon, acting president of Common
Cause, said the perishable food rule would
create an easy avenue around the gift rule.
It's really a proposal that’s in bad faith. To
surtace this on the day Congress opens gets
the House off on a very had foot.”

Stmon said the charity provision “‘re-cre-
ates the abuse of the sham vacation for mem-
bers in the guise of charitable events.™ ’

“There’s along record of abuse, which led
to adoption of the rule in the first place,” he

said

Daschle says not planning to run for presidency in 2004

WASHINGTON (AP) Senate

Democrate Teader Tom Daschle has
deaded not 1o run tor president in
Y004 atter wresthing wiath his choiee
all the way up to deciston time
Daschle

ome of his own stafters, who

v announcement \lll[)ll\k‘(l
cven

were plannmg a campangn kickott

Satuwrday o his home town ol
\berdeen, S Do tollowed by cam
paren tps to states wath early presi

dential contests
l'o be honest, T came very close to
deaiding i tavor ot runnming,” the
South Dakota lawmaker sand Tuesday
He chose mstead to run tor re-election
to the VLS. Senate
He told reporters as late as Sunday
that he was leanmg toward runnimg tor
luesday atternoon

president. but on

1R NE X

1300 N HC

PAMPA, TEXAS 79065

sard he had deaided within the prev
ous 24 hours to stay i the Senate
“1IPmonot oy to run for president
because my passion is right here” he
sand. T must say 1 eel as good about
this deciston as any I've ever made.™
Daschle Taughed when he was
asked ata news brieting Tuesday it it
felt strange  to be a prominent
Democratic senator who was not run
ning for president. He also laughed ot
a question about whom he would sup
port. “We will be excited about our

nominee. and unul that tme. may the

best person win, he sid

Fellow  Sens. John Kerry  of
Massachusetts and John Edwards of
North  Carohina  are seeking  the

Sen.

Toseph FLacherman of Connecticut is

Democratic nomimation  and

1A

DBART

1-800-68
HOME 665-0375

expected to announce his candidacy
soon. Sens. Bob Graham of Flonda
and Joseph Biden ot Delaware are
also considering a White House bid
Vermont Gov. Howard Dean and
Rep. Dick Gephardt of Missourt are
\\'\‘\|C_\’
Clark of Arkansas 15 considering a

also in the race. and Gen

run

Al Gore, the 2000
nominee, probably would have domi
nated the field it he had run. But he
said i mid-December that he was not

Democratic

entering the race.

Several of Daschle’s Democratic
colleagues said they were pleased the
SS5-year-old lawmaker would remain
as their leader and challenge President
Bush’s agenda trom the Senate.

“The

Democratic . caucus 18

THE PAMPA NEWS
BULLETIN BOARD

environmen;
Systems,

(

durtesy of TWC

"

stronger because he will continue as
States

Senate, where we need his purpose

our leader in the United
ful leadership now more than ever,”
Kerry said.

“He made his decision because he
really believes he can do more for this
country as the Democratic leader of
the Senate.” Edwards said.

Gephardt  on Tuesday  called
Daschle a “ueasured triend™ and said
he was “particularly  gratetul today
that I won’t be tacing him in a presi
denuial debate.™

Tom Mann. who watches Congress
tor the Brookings Institution.” said
Daschle’s decision not to join the
presidenual contest could make him
more eftective as Democratic leader.

"I think he becomes a bigger asset

to the party by not being a candidate in
competiton with some of the very
senators he has to work with,” Mann
said.

[t would have been nearly impossi-
ble to run for the Democratic nomina-
tion while serving as the party’s leader
in the Senate. Mann said. But Daschle
had been lining up support from
Democratic campaign veterans and he
was planning visits to key early states
like Towa, New Hampshire and South
Carolina.

Daschle’s decision changes the
dynamics in lowa, which borders
Daschle’s home state and  where
precinct caucuses launch the presiden-
tial nominating season. “Tom would
formidable force in

have been a

lowa.” Dean said.
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Wednesday, January 8, 2003

DEAR ABBY

written by Pauline Phillips and daughter Jeanna Phillips -

Freeloading Sons Must Begin
To Shoulder Their Own Weight

DEAR ABBY: My husband left DEAR AT A LOSS: Please do
me two years ago. Since that time [ not tolerate this situation any
have struggled financially with no longer. You're doing no one a
help from him. I earn only half of favor — including yourself.
what I need to pay my bills each Your boys have a lot of grow-
month. Several times this past year ing up to do. Your request for
[ was sick and missed work with no $50 a week from the older boys
compensation — 80 you can imagine is not excessive. They are young
the poverty level at which I live. My men now and should want to
three children still live with me. ease the burden you're carrying
They are 17, 19 and 22. to give them a home.

The problem is, my two oldest Call a family meeting. Explain
boys have full-time jobs, yet they your financial situation in no
refuse to help out financially. | ask uncertain terms. Then decide —
only that they contribute $50 a week. as a family — what steps can
I know I am doing them a disservice be taken.
by allowing them to freeload, because
they’re not learning to take responsi-
bility. However, I cannot handle the
ultimatum of “pay up or get out.”

Should my kids choose to leave, |
would be sick with worry. I am
worried now, too, but not nearly as
wornied as I'd be if they were to walk
out of my hfe, as my oldest son did
when | gave him that ultimatum a
vear ago. He has only recently
started talking to me again, but our
relationship is strained. He blames
me for the hardship he experienced
when he went out on his own

Is there another way to make my
children contribute to our household
without taking drastic measures?
Please help, Abby. I am too tired to

DEAR ABBY: | have been marmed
for 32 years. | love my husband
dearly, but last year | had a cancer-
ous breast removed. | am doing well
so far. The problem is my husband
has not touched me since the surgery.

In the meantime, | ran into an old
friend with whom I was very much
in love when I was 17. He is also
married. We see each other as often
as possible — which isn't very often
because his job takes him all over
the country. I am not sure he would
give up his present life, nor am 1|
sure | would give up mine, but my
husband is pushing me out the door

I can’t seem to get my high
school sweetheart off my mind. He
get an additional part-time job in  treats me so much better than my
order to keep our heads above water husband, who has a bad temper,

AT ALOSS has hurt me more than once and

IN RIVERHEAD, N.Y.  obviously can’t stand to look at me

At my age, should I grab what little
joy I have left, or forget it?

HURTING IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR HURTING: Before mak-
ing any decisions that could
affect the rest of your life, please
pick up the phone and call the
American Cancer Society. It
sponsors support groups nation-
wide for survivors of cancer and
their spouses. To find one in
your community, call the toll-
free number: (800) 227-2345. It is

JoM DAVSS (-8

THE NEW
PAPERBOY

pansewoy SR 1Y 0 ‘SAV SO

imperative that you and your Beetle Bailey

husband start communicating
again. As things stand, you are SORRY ABOUT A‘AY

flirting with disaster —and the MEN,SIR, THEY'RE
one who could be seriously VERY ANGRY AND
harmed is you. ANTAGONISTIC

* kK

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Déar Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

* Kk

For an excellent guide to becoming a

OH, I TALKED TO
THEM AND THEY WERE
VERY PLEASANT

better conversationalist and a more
attractive person, order “How to Be
Popular.” Send a business-size, self-

OH, SURE. .. IF YOU'RE |
PLEASANT TO THEM!.

©2003 by King Features Syndecate, inc Worid rights reserved

Marvin

addressed envelope, plus check or
money order for $5 (U.S. funds only) to:
Dear Abby Popularity Booklet, P.O. Box
447, Mount orris, IL 61054-0447.
(Postage is included.)

T'VE BEEN TRYING
TO WADE THROULGH
TUIS PUBLISHER'S
CONTRACT ALL
DAY, JEFF

ITS QUST ONE
LONG CLAVSE .
AFTER ANOTHER
CLAVSE, AFTER

ANOTHER CLAVSE.

SOUNDS LIKE THEYRE
DETERMINED TO
GET THEIR CLAUSE

INTO YOU
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thoroughly.”

BASKETBALL

PAMPA — Pampa fell to
Palo Duro 88-61 in a fresh-
men boys basketball game
Monday night.

Jarrett Kotara was Pampa’s
high scorer with 16 points.
Ryan Torres followed closely
with 15. Braydon Barker and
Sharod Young had 7 each.

Pampa’s record is 9-3.

VOLLEYBALL

PAMPA — The “City of
Pampa " Recreation
Department will be sponsor-
ing men’s and women’s, adult
volleyball league.

Men’s and women’s 4 x
4(four players on each team)
divisions will be offered.
Players must be 14. years old
to participate.

Entry deadline is Jan. 15 at
5 pm., and the season will
begin the week of Jan. 20.

Entry fee (sponsor’s fee) is
$100 and playet’s fee is $10
per player with a minimum of
eight (5) players.

Roster forms, fact sheets
and league by-laws are avail-
able at the Recreation Office
at 816 S. Hobart. For more
information, please cortact
Shane Stokes at 669-5770
between 8 am. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

FOOTBALL

NEW YORK (AP) —
Paul Tagliabue wants to
ensure the officiating
breakdown that occurred
on the last play of the NFC
wild-card game between
the New York Giants and
the San Francisco 49ers
won’t happen again.

The NFL commissioner
said the league is reviewing
the officials’ failure to call
pass interference on the
Niners to see how the
penalty was missed.

“What happened at the
end, in terms of the break-
down of officiating, was
totally unacceptable to us
and it shouldn’t have hap-
pened with the mechanics
already in place,” Tagliabue
said in a radio interview on
Sporting News Radio on
Tuesday.

“We are going to be thor-
oughly reviewing how the
breakdown occurred,” he
said.

If a flag had been thrown
against the Niners for pass
interference, the Giants
would have had another
chance to attempt a potential
game-winning 41-yard field
goal. Instead, the clock ran
out and San Francisco won
39-38.

The pass interference
penalty against Niners
defensivée -end  Chike

Okeafor would have created
offsetting penalties — New
York was flagged for an ille-
gal man downfield — and
given the Giants another
chance to kick the field goal.

The Giants, who blew a
24-point lead in the second
half, botched the first
attempt because of a bad
snap. Holder Matt Allen then
scrambled out of the pocket
and threw a pass to guard
Rich Seubert, who was eligi-
ble on the play but got pulled
down by Okeafor.

“I’'m sure that everybody
feels that there were some
breakdowns in that game
and I'm sure Steve Mariucci
feels that his club broke
down in the first half and the
Giants didn’t perform in the
second half like they did in
the first and that’s part of
football,” Tagliabue said.
“On the officiating point, it
shouldn’t have happened
and we are reviewing it

DPORTS
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Optimist Club needs basketball coaches

First boys games are
set for Jan. 26 week

PAMPA — A shortage
of coaches has caused the
Pampa Optimist Youth
Club to postpone the open-
ing of the boys’ basketball
season by a week, accord-
ing to Ron Carr, Optimist
second vice-president.

“Boys who are regis-
tered through the Internet
before Saturday will be
guaranteed a spot in our

program,” Carr said.

Registration is being
conducted on-line now.
Parents may register their
boys on the Optimist web-
site:
www.Optimist.Pampa.com.
A special registration ses-
sion will be held from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at
the Optimist Club, Carr
said.

(Courtesy photo)
Katie Barnes (32) was Lefors leading scorer against
Higgins.

Tryouts will be held
from 6 to 7 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday
next week.

Practice will probably
begin on Jan. 20 with the
first games now scheduled
for the week .of Jan. 27,
Carr said.

“We will assign boys to
teams on a first-come,
first-served basis,” Carr
said.

“If we run out of room, the
boys will go on a waiting
list. We need at least five
or six more coaches if we
are going to able to serve

the number of bpys who
participated last year.”

Peaple interested in
coaching or refereeing may
also sign up on-line or they
may contact Carr at 868-
5921.

“At our meeting on
Tuesday, the coaches
decided to limit teams to
eight or nine kids so we
can get more playing time
for . the -boys,” Carr
explained. “Each boy will
play at least half of each
game unless he is being
held out for not attending
practice or some other dis-

ciplinary reason.”

The games will consist
of eight-minute quarters.
Substitutions may be made
in the middle of each quar-
ter in the third-fourth grade
league. :

Substitutions can be
made at any time in the
fifth-grade league.

“We have a new gym
floor and are really looking
forward to a fun season,”
Carr said. “We are going to
bring one or two teams
from Miami to play. Our
kids are really looking for-
ward to playing.”

Letors sweeps district openers

LEFORS — Lefors swept past Higgins
in a pair of District 2-1A basketball games

last weekend.

Lefors rolled to a 72-26 victory in the

boys contest.

Josh Jackson was the Pirates leading
scorer with 16 points, followed by Rickey

Vaughn with 14.

Hendrickson had 18 points for Higgins.
Josh Garcia added 12 points and Zack

Kidd 8 for Lefors.

Highland Park 61-46 in District 6-2A girls’
action Tuesday night.

Tandi Rankin added 17 points for the

Lady Wildcats.

Rashanda Stockard was Highland Park’s

scoring leader with 13 points.
Canadian dropped the boys’ game 49-41.

Colby Carpenter was Highland Park’s

high scorer with 11 points.
Shea Province had 17 points and Bryan

Bartlett 12 for Canadian.

Lefors edged Higgins 40-37 in the girls

game.

Scoring leader for Lefors was Katie

Barnes with 15 points.

Lefors held a six-point lead (24-18) at

halftime.

Calloway had 12 points for Higgins.
Others with points for Lefors were
Amanda Daugherty with 7, Savanah Smith

6, Lindsay Duckworth

Cenicergs 2, Rachel Stubbs 2 and Jennifer

Sprouse 2.

HIGHLAND PARK — Brooke Wilson
scored 20 points to lead Canadian past

SUNRAY — Sunray sneaked by White

nigit.

Samantha .
Sunray.

Deer 60-59 in District 6-2A action Tuesday

Sunray’s top scorer was Kyron Trussell
with 18 points.

Brian Knocke had a 20-point perfor-
mance for White Deer. Jacob Brame fol-
lowed with 18. :

Tyson Harper added 12 points for

In the girls’ game, Sunray won by a 40-

26 score.

Sunray’s scoring

leader was Krista

Wilson with 10 points.

Sara Smith and Cassie Petty had 7 and 6
points, respectively, for White Deer.

Eagles’ McNabb will start against Falcons

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
Donovan McNabb won’t be
afraid to scramble in his first
game back from a broken ankle.

McNabb will start the
Philadelphia Eagles’ playoff
game against the Atlanta
Falcons on Saturday night, his
first action in nearly two
months. The two-time Pro
Bowl quarterback hasn’t played
since hurting his right ankle
against the Arizona Cardinals
on Nov. 17.

“According to everyone
else, I'm not mobile, I'm not
able to move anymore,”
McNabb said Tuesday. “I'll just
let people continue to think that
and when the time comes, make
sure to showcase that a little.
You run a lot faster when you
don’t want to get hit.”

The Eagles were 7-3 with
McNabb, who was having the
best season of his four-year
career. McNabb completed 211
of 361 passes (58 percent) for
2,289 yards, 17 touchdowns
and six interceptions in 10
games. He ran for 460 yards
and six TDs.

McNabb was injured on the
third play of the Eagles’ win
over Arizona, but stayed in and
tied a career-best with four TD
passes. And, he didn’t scramble
once the entire game.

Despite his success staying
in the pocket, coach Andy Reid
doesn’t want McNabb to hesi-
tate to run.

“I want him to execute the
offense just like he’s been doing
over the years, and probably be
a little more mobile than he was
in the Arizona game and just be
Donovan. That’s all I need,”
Reid said.

Without McNabb,
Philadelphia went 5-1 behind
Koy Detmer and A.J. Feeley,
captured its second consecutive
NFC East title and earned
home-field advantage for the
playoffs.

“When Donovan was hurt,
I'd be foolish to say we didn’t
miss ‘Donovan,” Reid said.
“You're talking about a guy
who was right there as the top
player in the NFL. To say you
don’t miss a guy like that is
silly. On the other hand, the

Stars enjoy big offensive night

DALLAS (AP) — This is
how things are going for the
Dallas Stars: On the night
when goalie Marty Turco
struggles, the team scores its
most goals in nearly two
years.

Jere Lehtinen recorded his
second career hat trick and
Darryl Sydor scored twice on
the power play, sending the
Stars to a 7-4 victory over the
Los Angeles Kings on
Tuesday night.

The Stars stretched their
unbeaten streak to a season-
best seven games, regained the
NHL point lead from idle
Ottawa, and improved their
Pacific Division lead to 16,
easily the largest in the league.

And it could get bigger.

This game opened a stretch
in which Dallas plays 14 of 18
games at home — and the
Stars are 13-1-3-1 at American
Airlines Center.

“The last couple of weeks
we’ve been concentrating on
playing like a unit and we
want to stay on this roll,”
Turco said. *‘It’s just a matter

of working hard and staying
positive.”

He came in having allowed
only seven goals in his last six
games. He got off to a rough
start as the Kings bombarded
him, scoring when Brad
Chartrand redirected a shot
just 5:21 in.

Then Dallas came alive.
Sydor and Lehtinen scored

. late in the period, putting the

Stars ahead for good. Lehtinen
scored twice more during a
four-goal second - period,
which matched Dallas’ best of
the season.

The Stars had their most
goals since beating Anaheim
8-0 on March 21, 2001.

“It was a special night,”
said Lehtinen, who upped his
goal total to 18. “Every guy
had a good jump. It was very
fun out there.”

With five wins and two ties
in their last seven games, the
Stars have given first-year
coach Dave Tippett a chance
to lead the Western
Conference in the All-Star
game.

other guys came in and did a
great job. But to have him back,
that’s a positive.”

McNabb practiced for the
first time with the team last
week, taking all the snaps in
practice Thursday and Friday.
He was supposed to miss six-to-
eight weeks, and it will have
been eight since the injury
when the Eagles play the
Falcons at Veterans Stadium.

Standing on the sideline
watching Detmer and Feeley
helped McNabb.

“Just putting the ball in dif-
ferent spots and letting the
receivers work, Koy definitely
did that,” McNabb said. “And
A.J., to goin and let the running
backs work, get it to the
receivers and let them work and
get the tight ends involved,
that’s something when you sit
back and watch, knowing
you’re going back in there, you
can use it to your advantage.”

The Falcons had a mixed
reaction when they heard that
McNabb will start. Cornerback
Ray Buchanan  believes
McNabb will be limited.

“We'd probably rather see
McNabb because he’s not as
mobile right now,” Buchanan
said. - “I think if we play
McNabb, we have a better
chance.”

Atlanta coach Dan Reeves
disagreed, saying, ‘‘That’s
Ray’s opinion. That isn't my
opinion.”

The Falcons have some
experience with scrambling
quarterbacks. Their own starter,
Michael Vick, is one of the best
running quarterbacks in the
game.

McNabb isn’t concerned that
Atlanta’s defenders might take
a shot at his injured ankle. But
some Falcons are worried about
the extra dimension McNabb
brings to the field — and won’t
be surprised if they see him
scampering.

“He’s more dangerous when
he’s scrambling around,” free
safety Keion Carpenter said. “'I
think he’s at his best when he's
scrambling around and he gets
guys off their coverages and he
hits people deep.”

Portis proves point with rookie honor

DENVER (AP) — Clinton
Portis felt like he had some-
thing to prove after watching
five of his former University
of Miami teammates — and
46 other players — go before
him in last year’s NFL draft.

He certainly made himself
stand out.

Despite not starting until
the fifth game of the season,
Portis  finished with the
league’s third-highest rushing

total and the second-highest
yards per carry by a rookie.

On Tuesday, he edged for-
mer Miami teammate Jeremy
Shockey as The Associated
Press NFL Offensive Rookie
of the Year, becoming the sec-
ond Denver player in three
years to win the award.

“You can’t have a lot of
confidence when you see 50
guys go in front of you,"
Portis said.

Escape try~\

Pampa junior Chance Henley tries fo escape from a Borger opponent during a
high school dual last night in McNeely Fieldhouse. The Harvesters are entered
in the Hereford Duals this weekend.

(Pampa News photo by Tess Kingcade)
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Price is right for Oklahoma

in victory over Connecticut

By The Associated Press

Oklahoma’s biggest win of the season was
also Connecticut’s first loss.

Hollis Price scored a career-high 33 points and
carried the ninth-ranked Sooners to a 73-63 vic-
tory over the third-ranked Huskies on Tuesday
night.

The senor guard was 10-of-10 from the free-
throw line in the final minutes and stepped in to
run the oftense when point guard Quannas White
went down with a sprained knee midway through
the first half.

He also outplayed Connecticut’s sophomore
star Ben Gordon, helping to hold him to 12
points, 10 below his average, on 5-for-18 shoot-
ing.

“It was one of those nights where everything
that’s happening tor you is right on ime.” Price
said. “All the guys just did a great job of getting
me the ball.”

The Sooners won their 30th straight home
game, the second-longest streak in the nation
behind Brigham Young's 42, and the Huskies’
loss leaves No. | Duke and No. 17 Wake Forest
as the only unbeaten teams in Division L.

In other games involving ranked teams, it was:
No. 11 Flonda 74, No. 7 Mississippt State 00; No.
10 Illinois 76, Minnesota 70; No. 13 Missour 88,
Centenary 58; No. |7 Wake Forest 98, Elon 56:
Richmond 67, No. 21 Xavier 59; and No. 24
Marquette 60, Saint Louis 54.

Connecticut, which lost 69-67 to Oklahoma
last season, came in leading the nation by averag-
ing 90.1 pomts. The Sooners were able to hold
down the Huskies by taking Gordon out of his
game.

“Our goal with Gordon tonight was to make
him drive,” Oklahoma coach Kelvin Sampson
said. “That was the key, making Gordon drive the
ball, not giving him the 3-poimnt shot.™

Gordon, shooting 50 percent from 3-point
range, was 2-of-7 from behind the arc. He got
several good looks in close in the first halt. but
missed most of them and Oklahoma took a 20-7

lead and led by 13 at haltume

Price had three field goals in the opening 4:13
of the second half, including a 3-pointer that gave
the Sooners their biggest lead at 51-31. His short
Jjumper off a turnover made 1t 53-35 with 13:33
left. The Huskies then went on an 11-0 run, but
never got closer than five as Price was perfect
from the line.

“What I really liked about Price is carly. he

didn’t look for his shot. He looked for his team-
mates, which I reminded some of our kids of,”
Huskies coach Jim Calhoun said. “When we did
a better job on (guard Ebi) Ere, he took over. He
certainly looked like a first-team All-American
tonight.”

Tony Robertson had 16 points and Emeka
Okafor had 15 points and 10 rebounds for the
Huskies, who were playing just their second road
game. '

White left at the 11:22 mark of the first half
after banging his left knee. He didn’t return until
3:41 left, and promptly hit two free throws to give
Oklahoma a 59-52 lead.

“I knew he was a tough guy who was going to
try to come back,” Price said of White. “That’s
what he did. He knocked down those two free
throws, which we needed.”

No. 11 Florida 74, No. 7 Mississippi St. 66

Jusuin Hamilton scored a season-high 22
points and fellow seniors Matt Bonner and Brett
Nelson made key plays in the second half to lead
the Gators (12-2) to their eighth straight win in
the Southeastern Conference opener for both
teams.

Bonner had all but two of his 16 points in' the
second half, and Nelson had all eight of his after
halftime for the visitors.

Mario Austin had 22 points and 16 rebounds
for the Bulldogs (10-2), who had their 10-game
winning streak snapped.

No. 10 Illinois 76, Minnesota 70

Brian Cook scored 25 points and Sean
Harrington added 22 for the visiting Hlini (11-1),
who beat Minnesota for the ninth straight time.

Michael Bauer had 17 points for the Golden
Gophers (8-4), who were held to 31 percent
shooting (18-for-59) in the Big Ten opener for
both teams.

No. 13 Missouri 88, Centenary 58

Rickey Paulding scored 21 points to lead the
Tigers (9-1). who shot 51 percent in the easy
home win.

Aaron Moseley had 13 points for the Gents (5-
9). who closed a winless five-game road trip by
being outrebounded 57-22.

No. 17 Wake Forest 98, Elon 56

Josh Howard scored 18 points -and Eric
Williams added 15 as the Demon Deacons (10-0)
won in their last game before playing at top-
ranked Duke on Sunday.

Sean Newton had 11 ponts for visiting Elon
(4-7), which lost to Wake Forest for the 19th
straight time:

Soccer practice
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Goalic Keisha Childress works out at the net during a recent Pampa girls’ soc-
cer practice. The Lady Harvesters’ first home match is Feb. 1 at 2 p.m. against
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(Photo by Tess Kingcade)

Rockets tame Timberwolves, 94-86

HOUSTON (AP) Maurice Taylor can
usually tell what kind of game he’ll have by
how he performs at the morning shootaround.

He felt great on Tuesday morning.

Taylor scored a season-high 18 points to
help the Houston Rockets beat the Minnesota
Timberwolves 94-86 later that night.

Taylor missed all of last season with surgery
on his right Achilles’ tendon that has been slow
to heal. But he scored six points during a 19-0
run in the second quarter and added seven in
the final 2:03 to help hold off a late Minnesota
rally.

“That's Mo right there,” Houston coach
Rudy Tomjanovich said. “"He had' a great

game. He hit the big shots in the middle of

their comeback. That's what he gave us a cou
ple of years ago.”
Taylor knows early how much the foot
injury will affect him — at the shootarounds.
“If 1t feels good then, I'll have a good

game,”” Taylor said. “It's coming around.™

Kevin Garnett scored 25 points and had 16
rebounds, but the Rockets still felt they played
good defense on him and that Garnett had
scored most of his points off rebounds. Garnett
shot only 6-of-18 from the field.

“We kept them from getting the ball to him
a lot,”" Taylor said. “They’re not as comfort-
able as a team when they can't do that. When
he gets the shots, they get into a comfort zone
that is unbelievable.™

Tomjanovich added: ““He can almost will
them back into a game. But basically, I'll take
that defense on him any time. Our guys did a
great job of fronting him.

“People say, ‘He's so big, why would you
front him?" But it takes him out of his rhythm.
When he catches the ball in rhythm, he just
shoots*over people.”

Steve Franci§ added 14 points, 11 assifts
and seven rebounds before fouling out for the
first time this season with 3:34 to play.

FOOTBALL
NFL Playoff Glance
By The Associated Press
All Times EST
Wild-card Playofls
Saturday, Jan. 4
AFC
N.Y. Jets 41, Indianapolis 0
NFC
Atlanta 27, Green Bay 7
Sunday, Jan. §
AFC
Pittsburgh 36, Cleveland 33 NFC
San Francisco 39, N.Y. Giants 38

Divisional Playolls
Saturday, Jan. 11
AFC
Pittsburgh at Tennessee, 4:30 p.m. (CBS)
NFC
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 8 p.m. (FOX)
Sunday, Jan. 12
NFC
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, | p.m. (FOX)
AFC
N.Y. Jets at Oakland, 4:30 p.m. (CBS)

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 19
AFC Championship and NFC Championship
3 p.m. and 6:30 p.m

Super Bowl
Sunday, Jan. 26
At San Diego
AFC champion vs. NFC champion, 6:18 p.m.

Pro Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 2
At Honolulu
AFC vs. NFC, TBA (ABC)

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
At A Glance

By The Associated Press

All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atladtic Division

oA

S s

w L Pet GB
New Jersey 26 9 743 —
Boston 19 14 576 6
Philadelphia 19 15 559 6112
Orlando 19 17 528 712
Washington 17 17 500 8112
New York 12 19 387 12
Miami 12 22 353 1312
Central Division

w L Pct GB
Indiana 24 10 706 —_
Detroit 22 10 688 |
New Orleans 20 16 556 5
Milwaukee 14 19 424 912
Chicago 13 21 382 11
Atlanta 12 21 364 1112
Toronto 8 27 229 1612
Cleveland 7 29 194 18

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Midwest Division

w L Pct GB
Dallas 28 5 848 —
San Antonio 21 13 618 712
Utah 19 14 576 9
Houston 17 14 .548 10
Minnesota 17 15 531 1012
Memphis 1 2 T 333 17
Denver 7 26 212 21
Pacific Division

w L Pct GB
Sacramento 25 9 135 —_
Portland 20 12 625 4
Phoenix . 21 13 618 4
Seattle 16 16 .500 8
Golden State 14 19 424 1012

SCOREBOARD

uray, Carter lecte to

L.A. Lakers 14
L.A. Clippers 899 .353 13

Sunday’s Games
New Orleans 99, Toronto 84
San Antonio 94, L.A. Clippers 86
Portland 92, New York 89
Sacramento 96, Miami 70
L.A. Lakers 109, Phoenix 97
Monday’s Games
Washington 100, Boston 95
Milwaukee 106, Cleveland 94
Orlando 103, New York 100
Indiana 105, Philadelphia 104, OT
New Jersey 101, Atlanta 94
Detroit 82, Toronto 74
Memphis 106, New Orleans 102
Chicago 113, Utah 98
Dallas 86, Denver 71
Golden State 99, Miami 85
Tuesday’s Games
Sacramento at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Phoenix-at Portland, 10 p.m.
Seattle at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m. ’
Wednesday'’s Games
Chicago at Washington, 7 p.m.
Houston at Orlando, 7 p.m.
New York at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Golden State at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Utah, 9 p.m
Miami at Denver, 9 p.m.
Boston at New Orleans, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Memphis at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m
Thursday's Games
Sacramento at.New Jersey, 7:30 p.m
San Antonio at Portland, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
Central Hockey League
At A Glance
By The Associated Press
NORTHERN CONFERENCE
Northeast Division
w L OTL Pts GF GA

Memphis | 12 2 48 136104
Indianapolis 20 9 5 45 98 83
Bossier-Shreveport 12 14 7 31 95102
Fort Worth 7 2l 3.7, naA

Northwest Division
w L OTL Pts GF GA

Tulsa 22 11 347 113107
Oklahoma City 21 12 2 44 123112
Amarillo 20 11 0 40 103 93
Wichita 8 17 7 23 114 143

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE
Southeast Division
w L OTL Pts GF GA

Austin 26 S 153 9% B
Laredo 19 9 4 42 129 98
Corpus Christi 15 16 1 31 %102
San Angelo 13 23 3 2 12319
Southwest Division

w L OTL Pis GF GA
Odessa 21 9 4 46 103 88
Lubbock 15 13 5 33N
New Mexico 15 16 2 32 98106
El Paso 1 18 4 26 101 118

Note: One point for loss in overtime or shootout. Jvertime or
shootout losses are only denoted in the OTL column, not the loss
column
Tuesday's Game

Amarillo 9, Oklahoma City 2
Wednesday’s Game

Fort Worth at Corpus Christi
Thursday's Games

El Paso at Laredo

Bossier-Shreveport at Oklahoma City

Baseball Hall of Fame

NEW YORK (AP) — Gary_Carter could hardly
contain himself, as always. Hearing that he’d final-
ly made the Hall of Fame, he shouted and punched
the air.

“I got overly excited and screamed,” he said
Tuesday. “Now we can do a little celebrating.”

Eddie Murray’s reaction was much more muted
after becoming just the 38th player to be elected in
his first year of eligibility.

The steady, silent first baseman of the Baltimore
Orioles was the only switch-hitter with 500 home
runs and 3,000 hits. But he could not enjoy the
moment — later in the day, he was to attend the
funeral of his sister, who died Jan. 2 at 38.

“Unfortunately, I cannot speak with you today
because of the passing of my younger sister, Tanja,
after her long-fought battle with kidney disease,”
Murray said in a statement from Southern
California. “Although I dedicated my professional
career to the game, I have dedicated my life to my
family.

“The elation I feel by being recognized for my
achievements on the field is overshadowed by the
anguish of losing someone so dear to me.”

Murray easily exceeded the 75 percent necessary
for election, being chosen on 85 percent of the bal-
lots (423 of 496).

Carter finally made it on his sixth try. An 11-time
All-Star catcher with Montreal and the New York
Mets, he might become the first player inducted
with an Expos cap on his plaque.

Carter got in with 78 percent, getting 387 votes
when it took 372 to make it. He fell 11 votes short
last year at 72.7 percent.

Murray and Carter played together for Los
Angeles in 1991. They became the sixth set of team-
mates to be elected together; Minnesota’s Kirby
Puckett and Dave Winfield made it in 2001.

No one else came close in voting by the Baseball
Wiriters' Association of America.

Carry-over candidates Bruce Sutter, Jim Rice
and Andre Dawson were right around 50 percent,
and first-timers Ryne Sandberg and Lee Smith did-
n't even reach that mark. Darryl Kile, the St. Louis
pitcher who died last season, got token support.

Pete Rose, ineligible for the ballot because he’s
on baseball’s permanently banned list, got 18 write-
in votes — the same as last year. Rose and commis-
sioner Bud Selig’s aides have been negotiating terms
of a possible reinstatement for the career hits leader.

The Veterans Committee, which is considering
Gil Hodges, Roger Maris and many others;~will
announce its voting results Feb. 26.

Induction ceremonies will be July 27 in
Cooperstown, N.Y. Murray and Carter bring the
Hall’s total to 256 members.

Carter’s father, Jim, turns 85 three weeks before
the festivities.

“He was beyond words,” said Carter, the 13th
catcher to make the Hall. “I know how much it
means to him.”

Murray, the Cleveland Indians’ hitting coach,
was an eight-time All-Star and finished with 504
homers and 3,255 hits in 21 seasons. Hank Aaron
and Willie Mays are the only other players inmiw

500-3,000 club.

He hit 19 career grand slams, second in major
league history to Lou Gehrig’s 23, and played.a
record 2,413 games at first base. Murray batted .287
overall.

Murray was never popular with media members,
some of whom who did the Hall voting.

*“He didn’t want all the accolades,™ Carter said.
“He just wanted to go about his business.”

But there was no mistaking how much he meant to
his teammates. When Cal Ripken broke Lou Gehrig’s
consecutive-games streak, he singled out a very few
people to thank, and Murray was one of them.

“Eddie was not only a great teammate, but he
was a great friend as well,” Ripken said in a state-
ment. “When I first came to the big leagues, he real-
ly helped me out and showed me the way.

“It makes me sad to see how Eddie is misunder-
stood by some of the fans and members of the
media. The Eddie that I know always put his team
ahead of everything else and went about his busi-
ness in a manner that all players should follow.™

Hall of Fame pitcher Jim Palmer, who played
with Murray for eight years in Baltimore, echoed
those sentiments.

“He was a private guy. He didn’t wear his emo-
tions on his sleeve,” Palmer said. “If people got to
know and see the Eddie Murray that I knew, they'd
understand he was a terrific guy.”

Palmer was among several players who called
Carter earlier in the day to wish him good luck.
Carter found out his wait was over after finishing a
round of golf with friends, including former big lea-
guer Tommy Hutton.

“Even though the six years seemed long, they
shortened it up by the call today,” Carter said. “It
was like all the other years were blended in and for-
gotten.”

Carter played his first 11 years with the Expos, a
team whose future is in doubt. He later helped the
Mets win the 1986 title.

Though players can express a preference as to
which cap will appear on their Cooperstown plaque,
the final choice rests with the Hall of Fame.

“Maybe they might wind up splitting the hat,”
Carter said from Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

Carter, a three-time Gold Glove winner, hit .262
with 324 homers and 1,225 RBIs in 19 seasons. He
holds the major league record for putouts by a
catcher and played an NL-record 2,056 games at the
position. ‘

His average is among the lowest among Hall
members — Reggie Jackson, Ozzie Smith and Luis
Aparicio also hit .262, and only Rabbit Maranville
(.258), Harmon Killebrew (.256) and Ray Schalk
(.253) were lower.

Sandberg got 49.2 percent (244 votes). A 10-time

A|1-Star second baseman for the Chicago Cubs, he
holds the record for most homers as a second base-
man (277) and highest fielding percentage at the
position (.989).

“I'have to remember struggling through the minor
leagues and struggling that first year as a rookie,” he
said. “I just have to keep things in perspective, that
i's just grea o o considered.”
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- “Five Star Service”

Linda C. Daniels

KELLER WILLIAMS i Integrity and Honesty
: : : | Solid Work Ethic
LI0'W. Kingsmill e Product Knowledge
669 '2 79 9 - e 21 Old Fashioned Standards
Accredited Buyers Rep 2001 Willisten *79,900 424 Jupiter *50,500 Genuine Interest

iIt’s Easy... Place Your Ad By Telephone

669-2525 or 800-687-3348

Visa and MasterCard Accepted

Policies... We ask that you check your ad after its first insertion for mistakes. The Pampa News is
not responsible for more than ©NE incorrect insertion or omission on any ad ordered for more than one
insertion. Requests for corrections should be made within 24 hours of the first publication. The publisher

reserves the right to edit, reject or properly classify any copy.

NOTICE... All Real Estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it
ilegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation or
discriminatign.” State law also forbids discrimination based on these factors. We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all

dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

3 Personal

BEAUTICONTROL Cos-
metics  sales,  service,
makeovers. Lynn Allison
1304 Christine, 669-3848

5 Special Notices

ADVERTISING Materi-

al to be placed in the

Pampa News, MUST be

placed through the Pam-
a News Office Only.

13 Bus. Opp.

VENDING ROUTE
Hottest Products + Great
Locations = BIGS. $7590

Invest. 800-396-9311

[

14b Appli. Repair

APPLIANCES
BROKE !
Call Williams Appliance
806-665-8894

14d Carpentry

CUSTOM homes,
tions, remodeling,
ential / comm

addi-

resi-

Y B

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-6347

ADDITIONS, remodel-
ing, roofing, cabinets,
painting, all types repairs
Mike Albus, 665-4774
ADDITIONS, remodel-
ing. home repairs. Over
30 years local exp. Jerry
Reagan, 669-3943

14e Carpet Serv.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv-
ce, carpets, upholstery,
walls, ceilings. Quality
doesn't cost...It pays! No

stecam used. Bob Marx
owner-operator 665-
3541, or from out of

town, 800-536-5341

14h Gen. Serv.

COX. Fence Company.
Repair old fence or build
new. Free estimates. Call
669-7769

IS your House or Founda-
tion Settling? Cracks in
bricks or walls? Door
won't close? Call Child-
ers Brothers Stabilizing &
Foundation Leveling. 1-
800-299-9563 or 806-
352-9563 Amarillo, Tx

¢CERAMIC

¢TILE WORK

#Keith Taylor, 665-0328
CONCRETE Work, new
construction, remodel, re-

pair, & removal, Ron
Schwope, 665-2551

BACKHOE &
Work, demolition, top-
soil, sand, gravel. Snow
Removal. Ron Schwope,
665-2551

Loader

14n Painting

50 yr. gxp. We paint, dry-
wall, texture, comm./ resi-
dential. Free Estimates.
Happy Painters 665-3214

INT/EXT. painting, mud
tape, blow accoustic. 35
yr. exp. References. Gene
Calder 665-4840

REMODELING: Ceramic
tile & shower, drywall,
acoustic ceiling. Free Est.
Jesus Barraza, 665-3453.

S
14s Plumbing/Heat
e

JACK'S Plumbing &
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos-
ter, 665-7115- faucets,
plumbing supplies, new
constr., repair, remodel-
ing, sewer / drain clean-
ing, septic systems instal-
led. VissyMC

T T G T S
14s Plumbing/Heat
S ———— R

Larry Baker
Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

PLUMBING Parts for
Mobile Homes and RV's.
Faucets, repair or replace-
ment parts. Stocking full
line of QuestPEX Tubing
& Fittings. Chief Plastic
Pipe & Supply, 1237 S.
Bammes, 665-6716, 800-
649-6716

14t Radio/Tv

RENT TO RENT
RENT TO OWN

We have tvs, VCRs, cam-
corders, to suit your
needs. Rent by hour, day,
week. We do service on
most major brand of tvs &
VCRs. Call for estimate.
Johnson Home Enertain-
ment, 2211  Perryton
Prkwy. 665-0504

19 Situations

WILL clean houses, have
references. Call 669-9707

21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully
investigate advertisements
which require payment in
advance for information,
services or goods.

EXPERIENCED  Auto-
motive or Oilfield Me-
chanic. Good pay & bene-
fits. Perryton, Tx. Call
(806)435-2352.

Horoscope BY JACQUELINE BIGAR

21 Help Wanted

e
NOW HIRING in sports

surfacing. No exp. neces-
sary Travel required. Ap-
ply 94 Main, Panhandle,
Tx.,537-3526.

MEGAN'S (formerly
Hardee's) is taking appli-
cations for all positions,
all shifts. Apply in person
at 2505 Perryton Park-
way, Pampa -
A NEW YEAR 2003

As this year ends

And you look at

your Income, are you
happy with what you see?
If you really want to

Earn $40,000, you can
make 2003 your best year
yet!

Our company has served
the Pampa Area for over
50 years

Leads provided, Benefits,
Training, And Salary
Programs available.

For a Pergonal and
Confidential Interview
Call 664-2190 (M-F 10
am-4pm)

Or fax resume to
806-665-4376

TRUCK Driver for Drip
Haul position. Require-
ments: D.O.T.,, HAZ
MAT, CDL License. Ap-
ply in person at 1880
McCullough, Pampa, Tx.

CNA'S needed for 3-11
p-m. shift. Will train if not
certified. Great benefits.
Apply in person or call
Wanda 537-3194.

TAKING applications for
all positions. Apply in
person at Pizza Hut Deliv-

ery, 1500 N. Banks, Pam-
pa. No phone calls please

=} EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

For Rates And Additional Information Call 669-2525

21 Help Wanted

EXPERIENCED  Cook,
Black Gold Restaurant,
100 E. Frederic. No
Phone Calls!
v LIFETIME
OPPORTUNITY
X Experienced & mature
maintenance person.
for apt. complex or
motel in Pampa'
806-665-4274
806-383-1985

MEDICAL Office Front-
Desk, requires maturity,
experience and computer
Please send your resume
with salary requirenfent
c/o Box 61 Pampa News,
Po Box 2198

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER
ROUTES
NOW
(Carrier must
be 13 yrs.old
or older)
AVAILABLE
APPLY IN
PERSON
PAMPA
NEWS

No Phone Calls Please

e e e
50 Building Sugpl.

White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

HOUSTON LUMBER
420 W. Foster
669-6881

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
9, 2003:

You make a difference. Others seek you
out this year for advice and grounding.
Security seems primary to you, as well as

others. Though you're
money sign. somehow

might have more difficulty anchoring
financial facts, but you could be full of
ideas. Use your creativity to the utmost.
Find a sound. grounded adviser to help
you with the details. You will gain
through hard work. If you are single. you
will meet quite a few people, and you
often feel like this person or that person
could be the one. Enjoy all the romance
around you. If you're attached, the two
of you might not be grounded but easily
could have a wonderful time. Let it all

hang out, as they say!
devil's advocate

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll

Have: 5-Dynamic:

3-Average; 2-So-so: 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April

% % % % % Your ingenuity comes to the

rescue. Friends might

occurs. A midday walk or break proves

to be unusually inspiring

of what you would like through conver-
sations. A close associate might 'seem too

willing. Tonight: Follow
tion.
TAURUS (April 20-May

* % % Listen well to what someone says.
You might discover that his or her words
drift right out of yvour mind. Don"t decide
that it’s you. or the other person. for that

matter. Note the illusive

day. Aim for more of what you want.
Tonight: How “bout putting on a favorite

piece of music?

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

Thursday, Jan.

Use your dream state. Go for stream of whatyou want.

intrinsically a
this year you

gang.

ARIES plays

4-Positive;

19)
distort what

. Realize more

vour imagina-

20)

quality of the

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
* % % Understand what someone is
looking at. Don't hem and haw, simply
aim high. How you see a financial situa-
tion could transform. Avoid making
agreements right now, especially as they
might not hold. Tonight: Leader of the

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
* % % % * Reach out for those in your
immediate circle. Consider your options
carefully, especially those that surround
an emotional matter. Use your creativity
and imagination, and you'll get results.
Reach out for someone at a distance.
Tonight: Try some exotic cuisine.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* % % %% Your ability to see others
could be clouded by an emotional or per-
sonal matter. You also might need a
break from a situation to gain a better
perspective. Relax in the company of a
friend who means a lot to you. Tonight:
Work with a partner.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
* % % % * Keep reaching out for others,
with the knowledge of what might be
workable for them. Be ready for some
wishy-washy answers. You might be
rather vague as well. You could be
inspired if you just flow from one idea to
another. Tonight: Let someone else make
the first move.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
* * % Reach out for associates. Express
your intuitive feelings so that others can
work with them. Charging some of this
creativity into your work could make a
big difference in the outcome. Others

might have difficulty conceptualizing. Tonight: Don't make plans. Do only

consciousness. You might have difficulty SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
pinning down a friend. Don’t feel like
you have to have an answer. Tonight:
Where your friends are.

% % % % * Be more imaginative in your
plans. Express more creativity in your
word choice. You'll

find that others

respond with greater energy when you

inspire them. Use caution if you feel
something is off, especially while operat-
ing electrical or mechanical equipment.
Tonight: Play the night ‘away.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

% % %% What you think is a good

investment just might not be. Right now
the planets could be clouding your

vision. Take off your rose-colored glass-
es. Be smart and allow time to test out an
idea or investment. Tonight: Order in.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

% % % % No matter what you do, you
might not be seeing the facts as clearly as

you would like. You have a way of turn-
ing others on to your ideas so that they

music.

cannot _see reality either. On the other
hand, you could use this power of inspi-
ration positively. Tonight: Follow the

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
* % % Use your intuition to follow

through on what you want. Your instincts
guide you in'a new direction, if you're

BORN TODAY

careful. Dbn't take any money risks that
you cannot walk away from. In fact, if
you can, buy yourself time. Tonight:
Treat yourself to something new

Country singer Crystal Gayle (1951),

writer Judith Krantz (1928). singer and
human-rights advocate Joan Baez (1941)

% % % % * Consider options, even if you will also feel free to be more intuitive

Realty

106 E. Francis
806-669-3248

www.myhome-advisor.com
24 hr. information line
1-800-218-7578

LR B

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com.
© 2003 by King Features Syndicate Inc

60 Household

JOHNSON
HOME
. FURNISHINGS

Rent | piece or house full
Washer-Dryer-Ranges
Bedroom-Dining Room

Livingroom
801 W. Francis 665-3361
I ——————m———e

69 Misc.

R
ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.

OAK FIREWOOD. De-
livered, stacked, S175
cord 779-3284, 779-
2255

QUEEN Chimney Sweep
Free inspection. Call for
appointment 665-9452, if
no answer leave message

75 Feeds/Seeds

ROUND Bales of Grass
and Haygrazer for sale.
Call 669-2003, 669-6007.

77 Livest/Equip.

120 black Angus Ist calf
heifers for sale. Breed to
low birth weight Angus
bulls. 60 day calving peri-
od. Heifers to start calv-
ing immediawcly. Call
806-565-4579

80 Pets & Suppl.

CANINE and. Feline
grooming. Boarding. Sci-
ence diets. Royse Animal
Hospital, 665-2223.

95 Furn. Apts.

|

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or
discrimination  because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin,
or intention to make any
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination.”
State law also forbids
discrimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for real
estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. All per-
sons are herecby in-
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity,
basis

IFIEDS

JANUARY SPECIAL
Buy 2 Days OF

95 Furn. Apts.

CAPROCK Apts. has
fantastic holiday specials
on all 1 bdr, apts. starting
at $350. 3, 6,9 & 12 mo
leases avail. Pool, laun
dry, washer / dryer hook-
ups, club room, on-site
management and SOFT-
ENED WATER to all
units. 1601 N. Somerville,
665-7149 Mon.-Fri. 8:30-
5:30, Sat. 10-4

DOGWOOD Apts.. | bdr
furm.. avail. Dep. & ref
required. 669-9817, 669-
2981

EFFICIENCY. apt. $225
mo., bills pd. Rooms $20
day, $80 wk. & up, air, tv,
cable, phone. 669-3221

EXTRA clean | bd. w/ap-
pliances. Quiet neighbor-
hood. 665-8525.

FURN., Unfum. 1-2 bdr.
apts. All bills paid. Start-

ing  $250 Courtyard
Apts., 1031 N. Sumner
669-9712

NICE brick garage apt
$200 mo. 665-4842

NICE large 1 bdr. apt
Bills paid. $350 mo. 665-
4842

96 Unfurn. Apts.
e e e

Bent Creek
Apartments
*Lovely 2 & 3 hdr. apts.

*All single story units
*Electric Range
*Frost-free Refrig.
*Blinds & Carpet
*Washer/Dryer connec.
*C H/A, walk-in closets
*Exterior Storage
*Front Porches
HUD Accepted
1400 W. Somerville

Pampa
806-665-3292
CLEAN 1 bedroom,
stove, refrig., all bills

paid. 669-3672, 665-5900

FREE RENT!
Pampa Lakeview Apts
1,2 & 3 bdr. apts
2600 N. Hobart 669-7682

GWENDOLEN Plaza
Apts., 1&2 bdr. Gas / wa
ter pd. 3, 6 mo.-lyr. lease
800 N. Nelson, 665- 1875

A
96 Unfurn. Apts.
e

CAPROCK Apts. has
fantastic holiday specials
onall 1,2 & 3 bdr. apts.
starting at $290. 3, 6,9 &
12 mo. leases avail. Pool,
laundry, washer / dryer
hookups, club room, on-
sitc management  and
SOFTENED WATER to
all units. 1601 N. Somer-
ville, 665-7149 Mon.-Fri
8:30-5:30, Sat. 10-4

SCHNEIDER HOUSE
APARTMENTS
SENIORS OR DISABLED
RENT BASED ON INCOME
UTILmes INCLUDED

@ 120 S. RUSSELL

665-0415

PAM
APARTMENTS

SENIORS OR DISABLED
RENT BASED ON INCOML

ALL ELECTRIC
@ 1200 N. WELLS
g 669-2594

98 Unfurn. Houses

LOWEST Rents in City

I bdrms., duplexes, &
homes- Remodeled, Great
Neighborhoods. 665-4274

PICK up rental list from
Gray Box on front porch
of Lakeview Apartments
Update each Fri.

3 bedroom, 1 172 baths,
free-standing woodburner
172 block from Travis sch
$575 mo. 665-4842

3 bdr., 2 ba., cathedral
ceilings, fireplace, 1 car
gar., $700 mo., $400 sc-
curity dep. Call 665-0823

FOR Rent 3 bdr., 1 bath,
nice neighborhood, ¢ Wa,
partially furnished, $200
dep. $350 mo. Ref. req
665-5833 leave message

NICE 3 bedroom, washer
/ dryer hookups, attached
garage, $400 mo. 125 §
Sumner. 669-2139

2 bdr HUD, central heat,
hookups, carport,

utility
417 Rose, $225/125, 669
6995, 664-0832."

DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES — Here's how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR

sLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample. A is used

for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

1-8 CRYPTOQUOTE

i IKMMZ OKPD ‘DB

PKBDMFBDP RIDX CKT QK.

ORPD DB - Uriim - “AZPDC

PMDXIDO .
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: PUNCTUALITY

IS ONE OF iRk
VIRTUES; ALWAYS

INSIST ON

CARDINAL
IT

BUSINESS
IN YOUR

SUBORDINATES. — DON MARQUIS

1D #2005 _

"

2210 NELSON -*34,000

1500 N. ZIMMERS - *68,000

1D #2065

R v xtﬁ;t |
o |

Vb §

| TR 4 d

1D #2045

..

2229 N. WELL - 49,950

CLASSIFIED AND
GET THE 3RrD DAy

e o o
Paid In Advance *Visa & MasterCard Accepted

PAMPA NEWS

806-669-2525 - 800-687-3348
FAX 806-669-2520

98 Unfurn. Houses
UPDATED 2 bedroom,
$225 month. 665-8827

3 br, HUD hac garage
fenced utility hookups,
1133 Juniper, $350/200
669-6995. 664-0832

99 Stor. Bldgs.

TUMBLEWEED Acres,
self storage units. Various

sizes.  665-0079, 665-
2450
D e

102 Bus. Rent. Prop.

OFFICE Space for rent.
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841

LOWEST Rents in city.
Downtown locations-

stores, warchouses, rec.
facilitics Call 665-4274"!

e ——
103 Homes For Sale
=TSSR B =

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty
665-3560, 663-1442
669-0007

3 bdr. on Wells st. New
carpet, cent. heat & air,
garage, fence. C-21 Real-
tor, 665-5436, 665-4180

l

3 bedroom, garage, car-
pet. Small down, owner
carry. 665-4842

CLEAN  3-1-1, utility,
storage, workshop, patio
1711 Aspen. 665-8977

1919
great  home,
yard! 4/2.5/2
8522

MUST sell 2 houses on
same lot 1700 Hamilton
$17,500 Firm. Liquor
store with land and trailer
house $42,500 Firm. Call
972-334-0370

Charles,
location,
Call 665-

WE are moving & need to
sell our neat & spacious 2
story, 4 bdr., 2 full ba, 2 -
\bv. arcas home. Must see |
to appreciate. 901 E
Francis. Call 665-7815

115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED
Storm  Shelters,
stor. bldg. avail
0079, 665-2450.

120 Autos

Acres,
fenced, .
665-

Quality Sales
1300 N. Hobart 669-0433
Make your next car a
Quality Car

Doug Boyd Motor Co
"On The Spot Financing”
821 W. Wilks 669-6062

CULBERSON-
STOWERS
Chevrolet-Pontiac-Buick
GMC-Olds-Cadillac
805 N. Hobart 665-1665

96 Cavalier Conv , 4 ¢yl .,
an, ac, CD, pw, ps, pb,
ABS, c¢c, AB 101K,

$4150. 669-2715

ACCEPTING scaled bids
on a 2000 Chevy Malibu
Lefors FCU reserves the
right to reject any and all
bids. Call 835-2773
morce info

for

89 Crown Victona $1300,
94  Nissan  Pathfinder
standard, 4x4, $S4000 obo
Sectional  couch,
cond. $200
669-0629

exe
898-29306,

1991 GMC Jimmy, 4x4
Good SUV. 1200 E. Har
vester. 669-6007

1988 Buick Estate Wag
on, 85K miles, great con
dition. $3.000. Call 806
794-3040, 806-934-0632

121 Trucks

1995 F150 XLT 302/ au
to., 113K Nice'' 665
5419

b el

1815 HOLLY -*92,000
1D #2055

~



http://www.jacquelinebigar.com
http://www.myhome-advisof.com
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Iraq: U.S. making war to ‘subjugate’ Mideast

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) —
A top Iraqi official said
Wednesday the United States
and Britain were preparing a
“devastating” war against Iraq
to subjugate the Middle East
and renewed charges that U.N.
weapons inspectors were
exceeding their mandate.

U.S. jets attacked air
defense sites Wednesday in the
southern no fly zone, accord-
ing to a statement by the U.S.
Central Command. It was the
second attack by the U.S.-led
coalition this week in the
southern zone, set up more
than a decade ago to prevent
Iraq’s army from attacking
restive Shiite Muslims in the
region.

The remarks by Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz,
made to a visiting South
African delegation, came one
day after the United States and
Britain moved closer to a full

Brits call for calm
in wake of arrests

LONDON (AP) — A
British government minister
urged the public to be *‘alert
but | not alarmed”
Wednesday, a day after
police said they arrested six
men and found traces of the
deadly poison ricin in a
London apartment.

“It’s understandable that
people are concerned,”
Home  Office  minister
Beverley Hughes told the
British Broadcasting Corp.
“But we need to keep it in
perspective. People need to
be alert, but not alarmed and
panicked.”

The six men arrested on
Sunday in north and east
London were being ques-
tioned Wednesday, London’s
Metropolitan Police said.

Anti-terrorist police said
Tuesday they had found
“material and items of
equipment’’ in an apartment
in north London’s Wood
Green district, and that a
*small amount of the mater-
ial” tested positive for ricin.
One of the men, who are all
of North African origin, was
arrested in the apartment,
police said.

Doctors around Britain
were warned to look for
symptoms of exposure to
ricin, one of the most power-
ful poisons and one for
which there is no antidote.
Symptoms include fever,
stomach ache, diarrhea and
vomiting.

“This makes us feel really
scared. We are only three or
four meters (yards) away
from it,” said Ismail Ucur,
19, who lives opposite the
apartment where the poison
was found.

“We should have been
told what was going on. We
saw the police and then peo-
ple in protective gear and we
asked them what was hap-
pening but they didn’t tell
us,” Ucur said.

A\’\

war footing by announcing the
dispatch of thousands more
troops and weapons to the Gulf
region and by voicing misgiv-
ings about Iraq’s commitment
to disarm.

“The aggressors in
Washington and London are
preparing for a devastating
aggression against ... the people
of Iraq and they would like once
again to destroy the City of
Peace (Baghdad) as they did in
1991,” Aziz said.

Turning to the U.N. inspec-
tors, who returned to Iraq in
November after a four-year hia-
tus, Aziz said their mission has
strayed beyond the search for
weapons of mass destruction.

“They are searching for

other information about Iraq’s
conventional military capabili-
ties, the Iraqi scientific and
industrial capability in the civil-
ian area, and also espionage
questions,” Aziz said.

Referring to Iraqi claims that
inspectors were seeking to
recruit key Iragis, Aziz said a
scientist from Baghdad’s
Mustansiryia University was
asked by inspectors whether his
salary was enough for him.
“What has this question to do
with the matter of weapons of
mass destruction?”’ Aziz asked.

Asked about similar accusa-
tions made by President
Saddam Hussein on Tuesday,
U.N. spokesman Hiro Ueki said
U.N. officials had received no

formal complaint about alleged
espionage and had noticed no
change in cooperation from
Iraqi officials.

“The inspectors are not
spies. They are international
civil servants,” Ueki told
reporters Tuesday.

The United States has
accused Iraq of stockpiling
weapons of mass destruction
and says it will use force if nec-
essary to disarm the Arab
nation. Iraq denies the charges
and insists it already has
destroyed its biological and
chemical weapons and halted its
nuclear program and the mak-
ing of banned missiles. There
have been no known instances
of serious problems encoun-

tered by .the inspectors since
they began work Nov. 27.

In a significant move in the
run-up to a possible war, the
American battle staff that would
run a military campaign against
Iraq is beginning to assemble at
a command post in the small
Gulf state of Qatar. Battle plan-
ners  from the Central
Command, which oversees U.S.
military operations in the
Middle East and South Asia, are
heading from their permanent
headquarters in Florida to Camp
As Sayliyah in Qatar to be in
position to carry out,any attack
order from President Bush, U.S.
officials said.

The officials stressed that the
move to Qatar does not mean

Health spending j Jumps 8.7 percent

-ty

WASHINGTON (AP) -

Prescnptlon drugs and hospital stays
are the main drivers of growing U.S.
health care spending that rose a
decade-high 8.7 percent increase in
2001. @)
The nation’s health care budget
jumped to $1.424 trillion, up from
$1.310 trillion in 2000, according to
the report by the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid. Prescription drugs and
hospitals were two of the fastest grow-
ing expenditures.

The annual report examining private
and public sector spending, appears in
the January/February issue of the jour-
nal Health Affairs.

The report’s authors said the nation
was feeling the effects of the recession,
which followed months of growth and
record employment where many com-
panies offered lucrative benefit pack-
ages to lure workers.

“Government and employers are
feeling enormous pressure on their
ability to finance rapidly rising spend-
ing with resources that are growing
more slowly,” said Katharine Levit,
one of the authors.

The study found that health care is
imcreasingly foree in the
nation’s economy, jumping from 13.3
percent of the gross domestic product

U.S. authorities drop charges against six men
accused of illegally sending millions to Yemen

1n2000m14lperoentm2001 —
largest increase since 1991.

The numbers mean health care
spending averaged about $5,035 per
person. ]

Prescription drug spending — which
made up $140.6 billion of total health
spending — continued to grow faster
than all other areas. However, the
study’s authors said the 15.7 percent
growth.rate in 2001 was down slightly
from the previous year’s 164 percent
rate — partly because of a slowdown in
the introduction of new drugs.

One of the bnggesf increases was in
hospital spending, which increased 8.3
percent —
sector in a decade. Economists pointed
to huge hospital consolidations which
have given facilities more bargaining
power with managed care plans for
payments as the reason for the jump in
hospital services.

Critics said the spending increases
are proof that once-touted HMOs are
losing their ability to control costs.
Health insurance premiums grew 10.5
percent, while benefits grew slower,
about 10.1 percent, the report said.

Democrats, in particular, pointed to
Republican proposals to let private insur-
ers administer a prescription drug benefit
for Medicare. Congress is expected to

‘debate those proyposals this year.

“Given these results, I cannot
understand why Republicans continue

the fastest growth for that

to devise plans for turning Medicare
over to private insurers and HMOs,”
said Rep. Pete Stark, D-Calif. Stark
said the study showed that Medicare
had again “outperformed private
health insurers.”

But Karen Ignani president of the
American Association of Health Plans
blamed lawmakers for the increases,
pointing to scores of state and federal
mandates for benefits like dental care.

““Managed care worked very, very
well to drive down costs in the begin-
ning,” she said. ““Politicians took away
managed care tools. They devalued
managed care in their political debates.
If Congress wants to look for an expla-
nation of why this is happening, they
only need to look in the mirror.”

Public health programs were also hit
by increases. Spending for Medicaid,
the nation’s health insurance program
for the poor, grew 10.8 percent — its
fastest growth since 1993, according to
the report. Economists cited an 8.5 per-
cent rise in enrollment due to the reces-
sion and expanded state programs for
the uninsured as some of the causes.

Medicare spending grew 7.8 per-

cent, partly because Congress
increased payments to Medicare
providers.

On the Net: . b

Health Affairs: hitp:/www. heakhaf-
fairs.org

war is imminent or mevntable. :
but a senior U.S. official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the deploy-
ment of battle planners, which -
began this week, was part of
an accelerating buildup of
forces in the Gulf region. Tens
of thousands more combat
forces are scheduled to flow
intq the region over the next
few weeks.

In Manila, Philippine
Foreign Minister Blas Ople
said some Arab governments
are urging Saddam to step
down and seek asylum in a
third country to avoid war.

Ople said he was informed
on Monday of the Arab coun-
tries” action by their ambas-
sadors in Manila. He refused
to name the Arab govern-
ments.

In Moscow, Iraq’s ambas-
sador said Saddam would not
seek asylum but “fight to the
last drop of blood.”

“Saddam Hussein enjoys
excellent health, he is in a
determined mood, is in perfect
‘control of the situation and
believes in our victory,” the
Interfax news agency quoted
Abbas Khalaf as saying in an
interview.

“I'd like to assure you that
(he) will continue to defend
his homeland. He is one of the
leaders who will never leave
his country and will fight to
the last drop of blood,” said
Khalaf, who recently returned
from Iraq, where he and other
Iraqi ambassadors met with
Saddam.

In Washington, Defense
Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld renewed accusa-
tions that Iraq was not being
forthcoming in revealing its
weapons  programs - as
required by U.N. resolutions:
He said that while that war
with Iraq *‘clearly is not
inevitable,” the American
troop buildup in the Gulf
would continue.

The buildup includes the
U.S. Army’s mobile biologi-
cal weapons testing laborato-
ry, which helps tests samples
to confirm whether a biologi-
cal attack has taken place,
according to Col. Erik
Henchal, the Army’s top bio-
logical defense expert.

DETROIT (AP) — Federal
officials dropped criminal
complaints against six men
accused of illegally sending as
much as $50 million a year to
Yemen, but they said the
investigation was continuing.

Jim Dinkins, assistant agent
in charge of the Customs
Service probe, said new
charges were expected “in the
near future.”

The six men were arrested
last month and accused of vio-
lating the Patriot Act of 2001
after federal agents seized
records, computers and more
than $200,000 from bank
accounts during raids of busi-
nesses and homes thought to
be part of illegal money trans-

fer operations.

“Volumes of evidence was
obtained at " the original
arrests,” which investigators
are using to revise their claims
against the men, Dinkins told
the Detroit Free Press for
Wednesday's editions.

After a nine-month investi-
gation, raids. conducted Dec.
18 in Dearborn and Detroit
resulted in charges against six
men: Gamil Manea Ahmed Al-
Najar, 26; David Nasser Alli,
40; Foiad Hussain Mohamed,
25, Mohammad Aidaros
Abdulla, 62; Abdulla Hassan
Mohamed, 31; and Hussein
Ahmed Mohamed, 65. They
were later released on $10,000
unsecured bonds.

P.ET OF THE WEEK
“Sebastian”

This white adult male Flame
Pointe Siamese has beautiful
blue eyes. He’s a calm and
loving cat who enjoys sitting

on your lap. Please call or
come by today!

e

Please llaveﬂvour PetVaccinated...

IT'S THE LAW!

For information about these pets or any other
contact the Animal Shelter at 669-5775 or come
by their location at Hobart Street Park.

NEW HOURS Monday-Friday
Public 5-6 p.m., Closed Weekends & Holidays

Sponsored By The Pampa News

9-6, Office Open To The

1

350 anytime
1,750 evening
1,750 weekend

get a phone
delivered to
your door

ONE

SIMPLICITY CHOICE

VAL UE

BUY ONE

GET ONE FREE
*29°° Kyocera 1135

after instant rebate

48350

MINUTES
*30

PLUS 1,000 mobile-to-mobile

30-DAY

_LLULAF\’ONE“

onmyouknow

SATISFACTION GUARANTEE
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