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Grand jury hands
up 23 indictments

By MARILYN POWERS
Staff Writer
A Gray County grand jury hand-
ed up 23 indictments in 223rd
District Court Dec. 6. The indict-

Tlle flﬂﬂl’ Store

2100 Perryton Parkway

possessed with intent to deliver
four or more grams but less than
200 grams of cocaine.

On Dec. 8, 2004, in 223rd
District Court, Carter was convict-
ments included one first-degree ed of the felony offense of prohib-
felony, four second-degree ited substance in correctional facil-
felonies, two third-degree felonies ity,
and 16 state jail felonies. Damon Lynn Cox, 44, was

Tariq Sahir Carter, 25, was indicted for violation of a protec-
indicted for manufacture/delivery tive order by assault/stalking,
of four or more grams but less than enhanced and stalking, enhanced.
200 grams of a controlled sub- Bond on each of the second-degree
stance, enhanced. Bond on the felonies was set at $10,000, for
first-degree felony was set at total bond of $20,000.

$12,000. NTY
On April 30, Carter allegedly See COU ,Page8

CHILDERS BROTHERS INC,

HOUSE LEVELING
Uneven Floors

Floor Bracing

Cracks In Bricks

Sticking Doors & Windows

Interior Wall Cracking

0 FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-299-9563

_ WWW.CHILDERSLEVELING.COM

Pampa News Photo by Valerie O’'Brien
These first grade students from Austin Elementary went caroling
Wednesday. Here, they are singing at FirstBank Southwest to a
packed group of parents and bank customers.

Children’s shopping
tour needs assistance
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Professional Carpet Children’s Shopping dren who went on the so far by Capt. Laura missioners’ agenda one or M members of the
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ADRIAN Pay, MD

INTERNAL MEDICINE

PHONE 665-2120
3023 PERRYTON PxwY
Surre 201

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC
1224 North Hobart

NBC Pllu 2, Suite 11
* 806-688-7081

uled for Saturday, is
facing challenges. After
the invitations to the
children have been sent
out, the project found
out that those children
have larger families
than they expected.

John Warner, treasur-
er for the project, said
that last year the shop-
ping tour invited 89
children.

Warner said. “This
year, we had originally
planned to invite 125
children and estimated
they would have
approximately 175
additional family mem-
bers to buy for. That
would have made about
300 people we had to
buy gifts for.

“But, earlier this
week at a Steering

Army and Sandra
McKinney of the Texas
Health and Human

Services Commission.
And these children
have 336 family mem-
bers in their households
to buy gifts for. So, this
year we will buy gifts
for approximately 450
individuals.”

See TOUR, Page 3

GCAD reappoints three

members to serve on board

By MARILYN POWERS
Staff Writer
Bill Kindle, Beth Miller and Leona
Willis were appointed to serve two-year
terms on the Gray County Appraisal
District Review Board by the district’s
Board of Directors at their 8:30 a.m.
meeting today in the conference room of
the appraisal district office, 815 N.

Sumner.

The three are current review board
members whose terms expire at the end of
this year. All are eligible to serve one

more two-year term.

“Each member can serve three consec-
utive terms, then go off the board for at
least one year before serving again,”
Chief Appraiser Pat Bagley said. “All
three of these members can serve one

thing, to do about surplus funds in the

retirement account.

more two-year term, and all three are will- said.

ing to do so0.”

Board members spent the majority of

Board member Gary Willoughby
moved to leave the current percentages

their meeting time on changes to the
retirement system for appraisal district
employees. At issue was what, if any-

or no change,”

“Each year, we have to adopt a change
Bagley said. “We have a
surplus right now. We need to increase our
matching funds and try to spend down our
average.

“We have $228,000 sitting in the retire-
ment system account right now,” he said.
“We can’t use the money for anything
else, according to the law. The money in
the fund has sat there and drawn interest
since 1982.”

A cost-of-living adjustment was made
last year which resulted in an increase of
retirement income for retired employees,
Bagley said.

“It didn’t cost us anything, but gave
retired employees three percent more,” he

See GCAD, Page 3

the second-floor courtroom of = B

Gray County Courthouse, 205
N. Russell.

The possible fee change was
first proposed to commissioners
at their Nov. 15 m by
Anne Davidson, museum di
tor. Cmnmu&llhme
askedﬁnrm
mendations  before  taking
action. The museum fee was
listed on commissioners’ Nov.
30-genda,bmnommrma

‘recom-

oard of Directors, and will
nominate additional members
from which the newly-elected
three-member  board  will
choose.

Replacement of a vehicle for
Gray County Sheriff’s Office
and for Precinct 1 and 3

’s agenda, along with
cobra. insurance rates, recogni-

Christmas elf

CHAMBER LUNCHEON - DECEMBER 18 AT 11:45AM

Please join us in the MK Brown Room at the Chamber Building, 200 N, Ballard
Jor a menu of baked chicken, potato, vegetable & salad provided by Pampa Country Club.
The Entertainment will be the PHS Show Choir sponsored by National Bank of Commerce.

The public welcome, please RSVP at 669-3241.
Thank you to the luncheon sponsor: Accolade Home Care.

Pampa News Photo by Valerie O'Brien
This Austin Elementary elf, who escorted the first
graders into FirstBank Southwest for carolling, also
takes a few photos.
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Partly cloudy

Sunny

s Cloudy

Friday: A 50 percent chance of snow. Cloudy, with a
high near 34. Wind chill values between 19 and 28.
East-northeast wind between 5 and 15 mph, with gusts
as high as 20 mph.

Friday Night: Snow likely, mainly before midnight.
¢ Cloudy, with a low around 24. Wind chill values
, between 13 and 18. North wind around 15 mph, with
‘ gusts as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70
percent.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 35. North-
northwest wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 21.
West-northwest wind 5 to 10 mph becoming south-
southwest.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 44. Southwest wind

5 to 10 mph becoming east-southeast.
. Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 24.

) This information brought to you by...
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AUTOBODY & ACCESSORIES
101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500

TSANTA GIFTS FOR MEN

MERRY CHRISTMAS

During this holiday season and every day of the year, we wish
you all the best. ‘

Duane Harp

' Ensacisl Adisor www.odwardjones.com wvember siec
1921 N Hobart |
Pampa, TX 79065 | ,'l\\unljones
8066656753 T BN

"The Front Pocket Solution to the Back Pocket Wallet"™

TPK BakSaverWallet 5

3 yoar wamanty
Made inthe US.A.
Now Avalilable At:

Ford Family Chiropractic

Rehabllitation And Wellness Center

Folds flet whan futl
clip holds up to 30 bitls
0 24 cards
not restrict use of pocket for your cards

“I want to be your Family Chiropractor”

Dr. Mark W. Ford, Jr.
665-7261

103 E. 28" Ave. Pampa, Tx
www.fordfamilychiropractic.com
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Gardens

ausoleum of Pampa

23rd St and Price Rd

www.memory-gardens.tripod.com

Daniel Jackson Batman, a
10-day-old infant of Pampa,
died Dec. 12, 2007, at
Amarillo. Services are pend-
ing with  Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors
of Pampa.

Daniel was born Dec. 2,
2007, in Pampa.

Wanda Jean “Bill”
Fleming, 76, of Pampa,
Texas, died Dec. 11, 2007, at
Pampa. Services will be at 2
p.m. Friday, Dec. 14, 2007,
at Mary Ellen and Harvester
Church of Christ with Arvia

Willingham and Rodney
Tedford, minister, officiat-
ing.

Burial will be in Memory
Gardens Cemetery under the
direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Fleming was born
May 18, 1931, in Twitty,
Texas. She attended schools

CHERRYVALE, Kan. —
Lewis Barnett Hackley, 88,
of Cherryvale, died Dec. 11,
2007, at Parsons hospital.
Services are scheduled at 11
a.m. Saturday in First
Presbyterian Church in
Cherryvale with the Rev.
Warren Wilbur officiating.

Burial will follow in
Fairview Cemetery under
the direction of Potts Chapel
in Cherryvale.

Mr. Hackley was born
June 24, 1919, at Rock

Island, Ill.,, to John “J.H.”
Hackley and Pearl (Lewis)
Hackley. He moved to

Cherryvale with his family

at age: 2. After high''sehool’

graduation, he attended col-
lege and later worked as a
accounting machine sales-
man for Chas. E. Baker Co.,

EVERYONE NEEDS
A PRESENT THEY
CAN HU6/

<L ALY
HHHTRO 9
Taas [1/ Yy

Dec. 13
12 shopping
days to Christmas

invites you to

Invited To Attend

203 N. West St.

The Musnc and

Drama Ministry
of First Baptist Church

, “The Marvel At The Manger”
Worship Choir with Orchestra

Sunday Evening
December 16th
at 6:00p.m.

The Public Is Cordiaily

¥ FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF PAMPA &

+ Pampa, Texas

Barry Owens + Minister of Music
Dr. Johnny Funderburg * Pastor

Obituaries

Daniel Jackson Batman, 10-days-old

Survivors
include his par-
ents, Marisa
Sanders and
Christopher
Batman, both of
Pampa; a sister,
Makensi Batman
of Pampa; his

maternal grandfa-
ther, Jack Sanders
of Amarillo; and
his paternal grand-
parents, Ellen and
Melvin Batman of
Pampa.
MEMORIALS:
March of Dimes

Batman

Wanda Jean ‘Bill’ Fleming, 76

in the Shamrock
area. She married
Monta Fleming on
Oct. 30, 1948, in
Wheeler. He pre-
ceded her in death
on May 26, 1999.

Wanda had been
a resident of [
Pampa since the’
summer of 1955:

She was a member Fleming

of the Mary Ellen

& Harvester Church of

Christ and was a homemak-
er.

Survivors include two

sons, Art Fleming
and wife Melodie
of Pampa, and
James Fleming of
Elkhart, Kan.; one

sister, Willie
Warren of
Amarillo; two
brothers,  Virgil

Clay of Shamrock
and Chauncie D.
Clay of Canyon;
two granddaugh-
ters, Meredith Fleming of
Pampa and Payton Fleming
of Elkhart, Kan.; two grand-
sons, Jonathan Fleming of

Lewis Barnett Hackley, 88

in Tulsa, Okla.

He married Doris
“Dorsie” Passons Moore on
Feb. 26, 1967. He and his
first wife, Annette Patty,
divorced.

At the outset of World
War I, he enlisted as an avi-
ation cadet in the pilot train-
ing program, but was elimi-
nated from the program. He
graduated from Air Corp
Statistical School at Harvard
University and was commis-
sioned a 2nd lieutenant.

While serving four years
of active duty, he was sta-
tioned in the south and
southwest Pacific as a group

307th Bomb Group (HV), a
B-24 outfit that fought all the
way from Guadalcanal to the
Philippines. He continued
his military service as a

statistical offiter- with the

Reservist and retired with
the rank of major.

After the war, he worked
for Underwood Corp., in
Oklahoma City as an
accounting machine sales
manager. In 1955, he left
Underwood to open his own
agency in Pampa under the
name of Tri-City Office
Supply. In 1980, he sold the
business and returned to
Cherryvale.

He was a real estate bro-
ker and worked at one time
for Mid West Real Estate in
Independence, Kan. He
served two terms as presi-
dent of the Independence

Board of Realtors and’ spe- '

cialized in real estate
appraisal, earning his certifi-
cation as a real estate
appraiser.

Mr. Hackley was a 60-

Birth Defects Foundation-
Golden Spread Chapter, 104
SW 6th Ave., Amarillo, TX
79101.

—Sign the on-line regis-
ter book at
www.carmichael-
whatley.com.

Pampa, currently serving
with the U.S. Air Force, and
Parker Fleming of Elkhart,
Kan.; and two sisters-in-law,
Lois Harris and Mary
Andrews, both of Pampa.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, four sisters
and five brothers.
MEMORIALS: A favorite

charity.
—Sign the on-line regis-
ter book at

www.carmichael-
whatley.com.

year Mason, member of
Scottish Rite Consistory and
elder of Cherryvale First
Presbyterian Church. He was
preceded in death by his par-
ents, J.H. and Pearl; one sis-
ter; and one brother.
Survivors include his
wife, Dorsie, of the home; a
son, Gary Hackley of
Chicago, Ill.; two daughters,
Sharon Evans of Fletcher,
Okla., and Beverly
Blakemore of Laport; a step-
daughter, Dixie Graves of
Fredonia, Kan.; eight grand-
children; 21 great-grandchil-
dren; and one great-great-
grandchild.
1-Vigitation will'be from 12-
8 p.m. Friday.
MEMORIALS: First
Presbyterian Church in c/o
Potts Chapel.

CITY BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

DRAWING FOR $500 in
Downtown Bucks to be given
away today at 7pm in front of
Rheams Diamond Shop -
Must be present to win! Also,
PHS Band/DBA Raffle draw-
ing, and Socks for Soldiers
presentation!

JOY’S UNLIMITED, open
late this Thursday. In-Store
Specials! Downtown Bucks
Drawing at 7pm.

LARGE CASH Reward, re-
main anonymmous, for info.
leading to arrest & conviction
on burglaries of 1407 S.
Barnes, Sat. Aug. 25, OCB,
Sept. 23, 1407 S®*Barnes, Dec.
5. Crime Stoppers, 662-1022.

LETTERS TO Santa, to be
in the Pampa News, the
deadline is Mon. Dec. 17th,
5pm. .

LOST FAMILY pet. Ger-
man Shep. mix, fe., black w/
tan & white markings, “Jo
Jo.” Call 662-2673 or 665-2463

MASSAGE THERAPY
Christmas Gift Certificate
Special. Call Cathy Potter or
Holly Couts, 669-0013.

ANNUAL OPEN House,
American Red Cross, Thurs.
Dec. 13th, 1-6pm. 108 N. Rus-
sell, Pampa. Public welcome!

PACK ‘N’ Mail will be
open Sat. Dec. 1st, 8th, & 15th
from 10am-5pm for all your
packing & shipping needs.

PARTY TRAYS for the
Holidays!! Call Hoagies Deli,
665-0292.

RHEAMS DIAMOND
Shop open til 8pm. for your
Christmas Shopping. Register
to win a Diamond Ring from
6pm.-8pm. every night!

WEIGHT BENCH. Punch-
ing bag and speed bag on a
stand. $150 for all. See at 1701
Mary Ellen, 665-8910.

\Christmas
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BILL HITE
PHARMACIST

HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE HOLIDAY! ..

FREE CITY WIDE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY

WEACCEPT ALL 3RD PARTY PLANS
MEDICARED WELCOME

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 669-3107

114 N CUYLER - 669-7478

\
PRICES GOOD THRU WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 19TH - MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-6PM - SATURDAY 8AM-4PM - CLOSED SUNDAY

Tour

Continued from Page 1

Martin said that some of
these children have as many
as 10 in their households.
McKinney said there just
seems to be an unusually
large number of household
members this year.

“We set out goal, original-

ly at $12,000 for, the -shop-,

ping tour, figuring $40 for
300 family members, includ-
ing the gift our volunteers
purchase for the children,”
Warner said. “We have actu-
ally exceeded our goal, but if
we spend $40 per family
member as we have planned,
that will bring the total need-
ed this year to $18,000.”

Anyone interested in mak-
ing a tax deductible donation
can send a check made out to
the Pampa Optimist Youth
Club to Warner at P.O. Box
645, Pampa, Texas 79066-
0645.

Kerrick  Horton, an
Altrusa member and co-
chair for the shopping tour,
said the event faces other
challenges this year as well.

“Some of our volunteers
will have one child buying
for her parents and they will
be finished shopping and
wrapping early,” Horton
said. “Others will have a
child buying for nine other
household members, so it
will take longer.

“Last year, we purchased
1,120 items from Wal-Mart
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0 TIL CHRISTMA

and wrapped more than
1,000 packages. This year,
we may wrap as many as
1,500 packages. We are
going to need some of our
volunteers to be able to stay
later than noon to get all of
the gifts purchased and
wrapped.”

Horton said the goal is to
get the children home by
noon or a little later, but chil-
dren in large family house-
holds are going to need addi-

tional time to:get, their gifts
~purchased and wrapped.

“Last year, this project
served more than half of our
clients in need,” said Martin.
“I have participated in many
Christmas projects through
my work with the Salvation
Army, but this is the best
project I have ever seen for
assisting the need at
Christmas.”

The shopping tour is a
joint project of the Altrusa
Club, the Kiwanis Club,
Pampa Optimist Youth Club,
Salvation Army, Tralee
Crisis Center, American Red
Cross, Energizer Sunday
School Class of the First
United Methodist Church,
Pampa Noon Lions Club,
Pampa High School football
team, Harvester and Lady
Harvester basketball teams,
PHS student council, PHS
cheerleaders, ASTRA, D-
FYIT, Pampa Police
Department, Gray County
Sheriff’s Office, Roberts
County Sheriff’s Office,
Miami Area Youth
Organization and many of
the churches in Pampa and
Miami.

We Get It
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STRAIGHI

i el B

GCAD

Continued from Page 1

and amounts in place concerning
the retirement fund and allow the new
board of directors, who will begin
serving in January, to make any
changes. The motion died for lack of a
second.

Board member Nancy Coffee then
movyed to raise the percentage, and the
,motion, passed, with (,?'gffee, Joe
Morgan and Darville Orr voting in
favor and Willoughby against. Board
member Doug Locke was absent from
this morning’s meeting.

The change which was approved by
board members increases the amount
of retirement future retirees will
receive by 25 percent, Willoughby
said later.

A temporary employee was
approved to work at the appraisal dis-
trict office while an employee is on
maternity leave. Bagley said he could
hire the temporary employee with or

without the board’s approval, but pre-
ferred their approval.

Willoughby moved to not hire a
temporary employee, who would be
employed for a six- to eight-week
period: The motion died for lack of a
second.

Coffee then moved to hire the tem-
porary employee, and her motion
passed with one vote against, cast by
Willoughby.

Wheeler
Independent
S chool
District’s
request to pay
their entire
~obligation for
the year in one
payment rather
than four was
approved. The
school . district
includes about
four sections of
land in Gray
County, and the
amount owed is
$250. ik,

No action

PLease

Joan Us Fon A
Customen

OPEN HOUSE

DECEMBER 14TH
9AM TO 3PM

Waupaca, Wisconsin

665-0022

NSNS

NATIONAL BANK
OF COMMERCE

An Office Of First National Bank

1224 N. HOBART

Join Us For A Reception Honoring

Merilyn Howell

Friday, December 14

Merilyn has worked for National Bank of
Commerce for 21 years. She started as a teller and
worked her way up to Head Teller. Merilyn is
presently an Operations Officer in charge of new
accounts, certificates of deposit and IRA’s. She
and her husband, Jim, plan to retire in Amarillo
to be closer to their children and grandchildren. \

An Office Of First National Bank Waupaca, Wisconsin
PAMPA - 1224 N. HOBART - 665-0022
SHAMROCK - 305 N. MAIN - 256-2181

CHILDRESS - 501 COMMERCE - 840-937-2514

was taken concerning consulting serv-
ices, at the request of Bagley, who said
the agenda item concerned a service to
appraise company plants in the county.
Bagley said he was already appraising
all but one plant, and is working to
begin appraising the remaining one.

Renewal of a two-year contract with
FirstBank Southwest as the district’s
bank depository was approved.

Come And Go

& i
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I recently read an
Associated Press drticle on
the news wire that both sad-
dened and dismayed me. The
wire report, written by one
Christopher Leonard, cov-
ered a story about a 13-year-
old who took her life recent-
ly in Missouri.

The report rankled my
sensibilities on a variety of
levels.

Level 1: The focus of the
report was on the plight of
Lori Drew, a 40-plus-year-
old mother of two who
resides in Missouri. Drew, it
seems, is the target of so-
called vigilante justice. The
wire story describes Drew’s
situation as “tribal, in its
nature,” alluding to her status

Viewpoints
Society can have a powerful affect on behavior

Consequences abound for
every deed, good or bad.
What Drew is experiencing
is what transpires when a
middle-aged woman con-
spires to dupe a 13-year-old
with a fake persona on the
Internet.

For those readers unfamil-
iar with the whole, tragic,
sorry saga surrounding
Drew, this woman evidently,
according to the AP, corre-
sponded with 13-year-old
Megan Meier, a child in her
neighborhood, via the World
Wide Web. The result?
Megan, who thought Drew a
teenage boy who called
“himself” Josh Evans, ended
up taking her own life.

Authorities, the AP article

as an “outcast.” read, have declined to prose-

Today in History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 13, the 347th day of 2007. There
are 18 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 13, 1862, Union forces suffered a major defeat to
the Confederates at the Battle of Fredericksburg.
On this date:
In 1642, Dutch navigator Abel Tasman sighted present-
day New Zealand.
In 1769, Dartmouth College, in New Hampshire, received
its charter.
In 1835, Phillips Brooks, the American Episcopal bishop
who wrote the words to “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” was
born in Boston.
- In 1918, President
Wilson arrived in France,

’G()()djudgment becoming the first chief
executive to visit Europe

comes from while in office.
experience; and In 1928, George

Gershwin’s musical work
“An American in Pas”
had its premiere, at
Carnegie Hall (in. New
York.

In 1944, during World
War 11, the U.S. cruiser
Nashville was badly dam-
aged in a Japanese
kamikaze attack that claimed more than 130 lives.

In 1978, the Philadelphia Mint began stamping the Susan
B. Anthony dollar, which went into circulation in July 1979.

In 1981, authorities in Poland imposed martial law in a
crackdown on the Solidarity labor movement. (Martial law
formally ended in 1983.)

In 1994, an American Eagle commuter plane crashed short
of Raleigh-Durham International Airport in North Carolina,
killing 15 of the 20 people on board.

Ten years ago: A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in Los
Angeles for the $1 billion Getty Center, one of the largest
arts centers in the United States. Michigan Wolverine
Charles Woodson was named winner of the Heisman Trophy,
the first primarily defensive player so honored.

Five years ago: Cardinal Bernard Law resigned as Boston
archbishop because of the priest sex abuse scandal. President
Bush announced he would take the smallpox vaccine along
with U.S. military forces, but was not recommending the
potentially risky inoculation for most Americans. The U.N.
Security Council condemned *acts of terror” against Israel in
Kenya and deplored the claims of responsibility by the al-
Qaida terror network.

One year ago: President Bush held high-level talks at the
Pentagon, after which he said he would “not be rushed” into
a decision on a strategy change for Iraq. Sen. Tim Johnson,
D-S.D., underwent emergency surgery after suffering bleed-
ing in his brain. Lamar Hunt, the owner of football’s Kansas
City Chiefs who coined the term “Super Bowl,” died in
Dallas at age 74.

experience, well,
that comes from

bad judgment.’

— Anonymous

cute Drew, but her neighbors

apparently are not satisfied

that justice has been served.
Level 2:

The story
decries the Skyla
response of Bryant

society

against News Editor

Drew as
barbaric and
prejudiced.

How dare the public be
offended by this female, the
sub-text of the article — to me

seems to ask? How dare
her fellow citizens judge her?

And I ask: How dare a 40-
something-year-old woman —
neigh, mother of two — par-
ticipate in a prank of this
nature against a vulnerable
13-year-old, and how dare

WofocKaste e voviacposr zjorto7

this article focus its efforts on
HER situation and not the
fall-out that resulted in
another
mother los-
ing her
barely
teenage
daughter to
suicide?

W h y
does this
reporter lavish such sympa-
thy on Drew and such
ridicule on her neighbors?

Let me now acknowledge
lest I be misunderstood to
approve cowardly acts of ter-
rorism that I most emphati-
cally DO NOT find it appro-
priate to anonymously threat-
en any individual on any
grounds. However, I do feel

.
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that publicly shunning this
woman is in no way an inap-
propriate reaction. To allow
Drew’s lies and manipulation
to be dismissed by the very
neighborhood living through
the nightmare of this child’s
death would be the height of
stupidity.

America seems to be
plagued by a segment of its
population that views guilt
as the enemy of free society.
To sweep consequences
under the rug in their drive
to free us of that uncomfort-
able emotion appears to be
their objective. BUT, and
this is a big but, folks, our
consciences hinge on the
presence and the absence of
guilt. Our conscience is
what drives civilized,

humane behavior.

Guilt, as unpalatable as
this simple fact may some-
times seem, has a purpose.

Level 3: The reporter
BURIES Meier’s mother’s
reply to the negative
response of townspeople to
Drew, waiting until the 15th
paragraph to quote Tina
Meier who said: “I think that
what they (Drew) have done
is so despicable, that I think
it absolutely disgusts people.
[ can’t take one ounce of
energy worrying about who
does not like Lori Drew or
who hates Lori Drew. I could
not care less.”

Level 4: Only in America
would the victim and her
family be so overlooked in a
news story.
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PowerPoint can jazz up any presentation

A while back, I attended a
large technology conference.
I went to see new technolo-
gy, trends and hear the latest
prognostications from so-
called experts. While their
topics varied, I noticed one
trait they all had in common
— their reliance on technolo-
gy to aid in their presenta-
tion. In 95 percent of the
cases, that technology could
be summed up in one word:
PowerPoint.

Designed by Microsoft,
PowerPoint is to the presen-
ter what Word is to the
author and Excel to the
accountant. We, as teachers,
learned a long time ago that
people typically remember
only 10 percent of what we
say (if that much.) If, how-
ever, we visually reinforce
our points somehow, that
retention increases four-fold.
Enter, PowerPoint.

Remember back in the old
days when people used over-
head projectors to aid in
classroom note taking?

Texas Thoughts
By The Associated Press

A sample of editorial opinion around

Texas:
M Dec. 3

El Paso Times on border issues:
Most of what came out of last week's
border policy talks in El Paso made

sense.

But one idea that shouldn’t be pur-
sued is the creation of an independent
commission to oversee the U.S. Border
Patrol and immigration agencies.

What we don’t need is yet another
layer of highly politicized bureaucracy,
and that’s what such.a commission
would be - or would become ~ despite
the word “independent.” More bureau-
cracy would merely add to the problem,
and that’s definitely not needed.

Speakers used them also to
bullet their points. Basically,
the presenter would manual-
ly place a new transparency
on the projector every time
he/she changed points. By
receiving the information
visually as
well as

audibly the Eric
audience Spellmann
was more !
llkely to Columnist
retain the
important
facts.

Think of PowerPoint as an
“overhead transparency

upgrade.” It allows you to
make “slides” that can be
projected, printed or e-
mailed to your audience. At
this point, you may be won-
dering why someone would
use PowerPoint over the
low-tech transparency sys-
tem. Well, many advantages
present themselves not the

technology. If you put two
equally-skilled presenters in
a room, one with a set of
transparencies and the other
armed with a PowerPoint
presentation, I guarantee the
audience will believe the
technically-
assisted
presenter is
m or e
authorita-
tive, better
prepared,
and, there-
fore, more
credible. Right or wrong,
good or bad, that’s how peo-
ple think.

PowerPoint also gives the
presenter some interesting
abilities not afforded to the
overhead transparency user.
For instance, with
PowerPoint, a presenter can
change slide - content,
rearrange slide order or even
delete slides minutes before

adding points, changing
graphics and personalizing
the content for my audience.
Oh, and did [ mention “spell-
check?”

PowerPoint can also liven
up an otherwise boring
topic. In addition to using
vibrant text and background
colors, presenters can
choose from a wide variety
of clip art and photos. And
using PowerPoint’s anima-
tion and sound options these
graphics can “shake, rattle,
and roll.”

However, that’s not
always a good thing. Every
July 4th, 1 enjoy buying a
few firecrackers for my kids
to set off. While waiting in
line at the fireworks booth, I
often witness a predictable
scene. Mom/Dad give “jun-
ior” $10 to buy fireworks
with. Do you think Junior is
going to buy 20 small fire-
crackers or one BIG one?

least of which is “impres- the presentation. Trust me, The answer’s obvious.
sion.” before I give a presentation
People are impressed with  I’'m tweaking it on the plane, See SPELL, Page 7
Congress has an investigative arm bureaucracy?

known at

the

arm of C

to make

effort and create

the
Accountability Office. According to
GAO Web site,
Government Accountability . Office
(GAO) is known as 'the investigative
* and 'the congression-
al watchdog.” GAO ... helps improve
the performance and ensure the
accountability of the federal govern-
ment for the benefit of the American
people. GAO’s work includes oversight
of federal programs; insight into ways

government more efficient,
effective, ethical and equitable; and
foresight of long-term trends and chal-
l ”»

The GAO would seem to be the log-
ical oversight vehicle. Why duplicate

Government

“The U.S.

more ponderous

One matter that needs attention is
bringing the reality of the border situa-
tion to those who are creating and con-
trolling border policy. As Jennifer
Allen, executive director of the Border
Action Network, said, “For too long we
have been the subject of policies that
have been designed by other people
that have been slapped down without
taking into consideration the daily lived
realities of border communities.”

Dashing out policies. from offices
comfortably inside the Beltway is easy.
Studying border issues in depth, com-
ing to the border to personally and thor-
oughly experience the