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2100 Perryton Parkway
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Uneven Floors
Floor Bracing
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Pampa News Photos by JORDAN REAGAN
Top photo - A hole remains in the roof of an apart-
ment after Tuesday’s fire at the Courtyard
Apartments. Bottom photo - The adjacent apart-
ment sustained damages to the ceiling.

Texas faces massive
bill for school retirees

AUSTIN (AP) — Public
pensions in Texas are in fair
financial shape, but the state
still faces a massive bill to
cover health care costs and
other retirement benefits for
state employees and public
school workers, according to
a report released Tuesday by
the Pew Center on the States.

Texas has about 89 cents
of every dollar needed for
the pension benefits prom-
ised to state employees and
teachers over the next 30
years, according to the
report, part of a new project
on state pensions and invest-
ments. Nationally, public
pensions have 85 cents of
every dollar needed.

Pension experts consider a
funded ratio of 80 percent or
higher to be healthy, the
report said.

Despite the condition of
public pension funding, the
state faces a $36.8 billion
unfunded liability in provid-
ing health care and other

benefits to current and future
retirees. A -

The report said the five
largest states — California,
Texas, New York, Florida
and Illinois — have set aside
no money to pay for health
insurance and other retiree
benefits. New York figures
show it owes an estimated
$50 billion, while California
owes about $48 billion.

“States’ fiscal health and
economic vitality depends
greatly on their ability to
wisely manage these bills
coming due,” said Susan
Urahn, managing director of
the Pew Center on the States.

lexas, like most states,
handles retiree benefits on a
pay-as-it-goes-basis rather
than setting aside money to
decrease the unfunded liabil-
ity.

Urahn said in the past
year, 13 states have estab-
lished trusts for themselves
or local governments to help
pay for nonpension benefits
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Fire marshal determines

cause of apartment blaze

By KERRI SMITH
anaging Editor
Pampa Fire Department was dispatched to
a structure fire at 11:17 a.m. Tuesday at the
Courtyard Apartments, 1031 N. Sumner. A
total of six units and 18 personnel respond-

ed to the fire.

Captain Jerry Tomaschik said that two

apartments were damaged in the firc with

estimated damages of $10,000. He said that

no one was injured in the fire because every-
one that was home at the time of the incident
was evacuated safely.

Fire Marshal Keith Fisher said the cause

of the fire was a plumber doing soldering

work on pipes.
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’ moves items around
~and tries to make accessing the library

Library making changes

KERRI SMITH library loan service. This service is free
Editor and Lovett can borrow books from other

Lovett Memorial Library, 111 N. libraries for use in Pampa.
Houston, is currently receiving a face lit ~ The library also has a selection of talk-

ing books on cassettes and CDs for peo-
to listen to at home while doing

tion regarding the library,
or any of the other library

early at 6 p.m. Dec. 31
closed Jan. 1 for New

More schools meet requirements

AUSTIN (AP) — Almost
88 percent of Texas schools
met the federal
requirements mandated
under No Child Left Behind
after 73 campuses appealed
and had their status upgrad-
ed, the Texas Education
Agency said Tuesday.

A total of 664 of the states
8,061 campuses failed to
meet the requirements,
known as adequate yearly

progress

progress, which judges
schools based on student
performance on standard-
ized tests in reading/lan-
guage arts and mathematics
as well as either graduation
or attendance rates.

Of those schools that did-
n’t meet adequate yearly
progress, 485 are subject to
sanctions.

If a campus or district
fails to meet adequate yearly

progress for consecutive
years, that campus or district
is subject to certain require
ments such as offering sup-
plemental education servic-
es, offering school choice or
taking other
actions

A total of 203 campuses
appealed their status, but
only 73 of those were
upgraded.

corrective

Pampa woman retires after 37 years with government

By MARILYN POWERS

Staff Writer

Sandra Alewine of Pampa retired
recently after a 37-year career with
the U.S. government, including 10
years in the Pampa Social Security

office.

Alewine began her government
career in May 1970 when she
became employed by the commis-
sary office at Altus Air Force Base in
Altus, Okla. She worked there until
she moved with her family to eastern

Oklahoma in 1972.

After a brief break in government
service due to a hiring freeze,
Alewine was hired in June 1973 by

during her career.

the Social Security Administration in
Muskogee, Okla. as a clerk typist.
In 1977, Alewine was
promoted to the position
of claims representative.
She was resident repre-
sentative in Altus for 12
years, handling three
and a half counties with
one other employee.
When the office became
a one-person office, she
asked for and received a
transfer to the Pampa
office in January 1977.
Alewine has seen several changes

One is the

advancement of information han-

dling. offices
“When 1 started to worked

work for Social Security,

their connection with

teered several times to work at other

She has
and iIn

when needed.
in  Angleton

Covington, La. She was. a guest
instructor at the Dallas training cen-
other offices and pay- ter.
ment centers was the old
teletype machine,” she
said. “I saw the computer
system grow from that to
what it is today. In years
past, it averaged 45 to 60
days to process a simple
retirement/survivor
claim. Today, a claim can be
processed in one day.”

During her career, Alewine volun-

In September 2005, she volun-
teered to work in Baton Rouge, La.
after Hurricane Katrina hit that area.

“It was probably the most emo-
tional 13 days of my career,” she
said of her time in Baton Rouge.

Alewine has a daughter and son-
in-law, Kathey and Kirk Rice, and
granddaughter Karami, all of whom
live in Pampa, and a son, Mark, in
Richardson.

" CHRISTMAS DINNER ‘wasdd

Tuesday, December 25th from 11:00am to 2:00pm at the
Fellowship Hall of Mary Ellen & Harvester Church of Christ
1342 Mary Ellen - located across from Pampa High School .
Free To Everyone
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NEXT DAY FORECAST

mph.

high as 25 mph.

itation is 30 percent.

Saturday: A 30 percent

as 35 mph.

Thursday Friday Saturday
Sunny Sunny Cloudy

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 58. Wind chill val-
ues between 27 and 37 early. Northwest wind 5 to 10
mph becoming south-southwest.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 37.
Wind chill values between 29 and 34. South-southwest
wind between 10 and 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 58. West-
southwest wind between 10 and 15 mph, with gusts as

Friday Night: A chance of rain before 9 p.m., then a
chance of rain and snow between 9 p.m. and 11 p.m.,
then a chance of snow after 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 27. Windy, with a north-northwest wind
10 to 15 mph increasing to between 20 and 25 mph.
Winds could gust as high as 35 mph. Chance of precip-

cloudy, with a high near 32. Windy, with a north-north-
west wind between 15 and 25 mph, with gusts as high

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 25.
West-northwest wind around 10 mph.

0) This information brought to you by...

chance of snow. Mostly
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Stocks

The following grain quotations are pro-
vided by Atiebury Grain of White Deer
Wheat 8.87
Milo 6.73
Com 7.7
Soybeans 10.00

The following 9:30 am. N.Y.
Stock Market quotations are fur-
nished by Edward Jones & Co. of

Pampa
v OKY) . ot

17635 09
" BPPLCADR ..73.11 . 0.30
Cabot Corp 3315  -0.28
[ Celanese 419 NC
Cabot Oil Gas . . 3824 +0.28
Coca Cola 6244 +0.22
VLO 69.12 +0.55
HAL 36.45 NC
XCEL 2271 +0.05

Anadarko 62.76 4091
XOM 9127 .15
Nat'l Oilwell 69.62 0.08
Limited 1891 +0.02
Williams 3506 +0.34
MCD 5967 -0.16
Atmos 27.11 0.04
Pioneer Nat 46.64 +0.03
cp 436 073
cop 8370 +0.16
SLB 91.79 +1.40
Tenneco V42455 049
CVX .. .. ...9138 +0.19
Wal-Mart 4821 0.03
OKE 44 .63 0.12
New York Gold ... 807.40

Silver wiasaeoe AT

West Texas Crude 90.49

Study: Homeowners premiums
remain high after reform

AUSTIN (AP) — Texas
homeowners insurance premi-
ums stabilized some after leg-
islative reforms in 2003, but

" were still the highest in the

reccems Tees

e i T R

e

United States, according to a
new study.

The average annual premi-
um in Texas for the most com-
mon homeowner policy was
$1,372 in 2005, while the
national average was $764,
according to the National
Association of Insurance
Commissioners.

Premiums in Texas have
always been relatively expen-
sive because of severe weath-
er conditions such as hurri-
canes, hailstorms and torna-
does. Rates went up in the

2220
WRAP YOURSELF N YULETIDE CMEER,

Dec. 19
6 shopping
days to Christmas

early part of the decade as
insurers fielded a rash of mold
claims. The Legislature
responded in 2003 with
reforms that promised to bring
relief to homeowners.

As of 2005, Louisiana had
the second-highest premiums
at $1,144, and Florida was
third at $1,083. The premiums
in all other states were less
than $1,000.

The study found that Texas
premiums increased slower
than the national average in
the two years after the 2003
reform. The state saw increas-
es of 0.7 percent in 2005 and
2.6 percent in 2004.
Nationally, rates increased 4.8
percent in 2005 and 9.1 per-
cent in 2004.

“Texas is number one and
will continue to be number
one as long as we have the
type of weather we have now,
which is very severe,” said
Jerry Johns, president of
Southwestern Insurance
Information Service.
“Companies have to have
money to pay claims, which
can run into billions of dollars
annually.”

Alex Winslow, of the con-
sumer group Texas Watch,
said the study confirms that
most homeowners have expe-
rienced rising insurance pre-
miums despite the reforms.
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BGardens

ausoleum of Pampa

23rd St and Price Rd
www.memory-gardens.tripod.com

ﬁlemn

Cemetery &

Obituaries

Services tomorrow

STEPHENS, Imrie Boyd — Graveside services, 10 a.m., Memory Gardens Cemetery, Pampa.

Olene Brown, 90, of
Canyon, Texas, formerly of
McLean, Texas, died Dec.
17, 2007, at Canyon.
Services will be at 2 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 21, 2007, at the
First Baptist Church in

McLean, Texas, with Pastor -

Kenneth Martin officiating.
Olene Robinson was born
Dec. 30, 1916, to Samuel
and Mary Robinson in
Tompkinsville, Ky. She mar-
ried R.L. Brown on Nov. 9,
1935, in Chillicothe, Texas.

Olene Brown, 90

years until his death in 2000.
Mrs. Brown was a home-
maker who lived in McLean
most of her married life. She
was active in the First
Baptist Church in McLean.
She loved her family and
enjoyed reading, sewing for
her daughters, and doing
crossword puzzles. She and
her husband grew a garden
every summer and canned
several jars of vegetables.
Many people enjoyed the
benefits of their labor.

daughters, Mary Donald
(Sam) of Amarillo, Laura
Morris (Wayne) of McLean,
Martha Back (Johnny) of
Canyon, and Brenda Parker
{(Brad) of Canyon. Mrs.
Brown raised one grand-
daughter, Jeanette Gammon.
Additional survivors include
12 grandchildren, Deborah

and Carrie Parker; nine
great-grandchildren; 12
great-great-grandchildren;
and many nieces and
nephews.

Mrs. Brown was preceded
in death by her husband,
R.L. Brown in 2000; a
daughter, Barbara Hatfield
in 1962; her parents; a

They were married for 64

Survivors

include four

Lynn Heitz, Samuel W. grandson, Christopher
Donald, A | Cathlyn Donald; and nine brothers
Escebedo, Sandra Keeble, and sisters.

Sid Morris, Cynthia Helms, MEMORIALS: " First
John Back, Sara Back, Baptist Church of McLean,
Derek Parker, Mindy Parker Texas

CITY BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

IOY'S UNLIMITED,

SHOP

DOWNTOWN

! Thursday night only from Pampa each Thursday till
Londcnu-n 8:00 PM. Participate in con-
$2 each on select table.

bﬂ

test and games- See Stores for
details! .

Emergency Services

Pampa PD

Pampa Police Department report-
ed the following incidents for the 24-
hour period ending at 7 a.m.
Tuesday.

Eight traffic stops were made.

A traffic complaint was received
from the intersection of Frederic and
Henry streets.

Motorist assistance was rendered
at the intersection of Foster and
Osage streets.

An abandoned vehicle was report-
ed in the 3100 block of Perryton
Parkway.

Vehicle accidents were reported in
the 2800 block of Charles and the
intersection of Kentucky and Mary
Ellen streets.

Animal control officers, made
stops' concerning 'attimals in the 400
block of Graham, the intersection of
18th and Beech streets, the intersec-
tion of 18th and Chestnut streets, the
700 block of Bradley Drive, the
1100 block of East Foster, the 100
block of South Sumner, the 600
block of Lefors and twice in the
2300 block of Cherokee.

Welfare checks were made in the
100 block of North Sumner and the
2700 block of Perryton Parkway.

Lost property was reported in the
police department lobby. A driver’s
license was lost.

Lost property was reported in the
1200 block of North Price Road.
Lost was a pack of 125 lottery
scratch-off tickets valued at $250.

A runaway was reported in the
police department lobby.

Agency assistance was rendered
at the intersection of McCullough
and Tignor streets.

Warrant service was attempted on
two occasions.

A suspicious person call was
received from the intersection of
Gwendolen and Faulkner streets.

Suspicious vehicle calls were
received from the 1100 block of
Varnon Drive, the 800 block of
North Nelson, the 1500 block of
North Hobart and the intersection of
19th and Coffee streets.

A silent/abusive 911 call was
received from the 2200 block of Lea.

Disorderly conduct was reported
in the 800 block of North Nelson. At
least one arrest was made in connec-
tion with the incident.

Disorderly conduct was reported
in the 1100 block of Seneca.

Disorderly conduct was reported
in the 800 block of East Craven.
Rocks were thrown through a wind-
shield and a vehicle hood was
;craped. Estimated cost of damage is

550.

Criminal trespass was reported in
the 2800 block of Charles. At least
one arrest was made in connection
with the incident.

Criminal mischief was reported in
the police department lobby and the
1600 block of West Somerville,
where a glass window valued at
$400 was damaged.

Harassment was
400 block of North Warren.

Telephone harassment was report-
ed in the 900 block of Osborn.

Sexual assault was reported in the
police department lobby.

Assault was reported in the 1000
block of North Dwight.

in the

Three alarms were reported.

Theft was reported in the 600
block of East Frederic. Two pairs of
sunglasses were taken. Estimated
loss is $6.

Theft was reported in the 900
block of Osborn. A purse valued at
$100 was taken from a residence.

Theft was reported in the 1600
block of North Hobatt.

Burglary was reported in the 1100
block of Frost.

Unauthorized use of a motor vehi-
cle was reported in the 800 block of
Gwendolen.

k%

PPD reported the following inci-
dents for the 24-hour period ending
at 7 a.m. today.

Seventeen traffic stops were
made. One stop in the 1000 block of
East Frederic resulted in at least one
arrest.

Motorist assistance was rendered
in the 800 block of South Hobart.

Driving while intoxicated was
reported in the 600 block of East
Frederic.

Abandoned vehicles were report-
ed at the intersection of Harvester
and Williston streets, and the inter-
section of Cuyler and Foster streets.

Animal control officers made a
stop concerning animals in the 700
block of East Browning.

A welfare check was made in the
1000 block of North Frost.

Two attempts to serve papers were
made.

Warrant service was attempted on
one occasion.

Suspicious person calls were
received from the 1000 block of
Varnon Drive, the 600 block of West
Brown, the 3100 block of Perryton
Parkway, the 1000 block of North
Hobart and the 400 block of Short.

A suspicious vehicle call was
received from the 1500 block of
North Hobart.

Disorderly conduct was reported
in the police department lobby, twice
in the 1000 block of North Dwight,
once in the 1200 block of Darby and
the 2600 block of North Hobart.

Disorderly conduct/language was
reported in the 900 block of Osborn.

Criminal trespass was reported in

"the 2200 block of Mary Ellen. A

window valued at $30 was damaged.

Assault was reported in the police
department lobby.

Theft was reported at Pampa High
School, 111 E. Harvester. Taken
were two wallets and contents from
lockers in the junior varsity locker
room.

Theft was reported in the 2800
block of Charles.

Identity theft was reported in the
police department lobby. The vic-
tim’s Social Security number was
used to obtain credit.

Embezzlement was reported in the
police department lobby. Taken was
apprommatcly $836 from a checking

Burglnrywasreponedmthcmo
block of North Wynne. A basement
window was broken, a safe vuas

damaged, and four antique vases and
one military sword were taken.

Sheriff

Gray County Sheriff’s Office

reported the following arrests today. - to

Monday, Dec. 17

Peter G. Rodriguez, 40, of Pampa
was arrested by GCSO on a proba-
tion violation for possession of a
controlled substance, enhanced.

Valerie M. Nalley, 26, of Buffalo,
Mo., was arrested by GCSO on a
probation revocation for theft over
$50 and under $500.

Matthew Thompson, 29, -of
Amarillo was arrested by Texas
Department of Public Safety for
driving while intoxicated.

Tuesday, Dec. 18

Ryan Wohlford, 22, of Pampa was
arrested in the 200 block of West
Kingsmill by Pampa Police
Department for credit card abuse.

Joshua Jeremiah Garza, 33, of
Pampa was arrested in the 100 block
of East Frederic by PPD for theft by
check, no valid driver’s license,
operating a unregistered motor vehi-
cle and two counts of failure to
appear.

Wednesday, Dec. 19

Rubin Alejandrea Garza, 22, of
Pampa was arrested in the 500 block
of West Florida by PPD on a proba-
tion violation for credit card abuse.

Fire

Pampa Fire Department reported
the following calls during the 24-
hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Dec. 18

9:05 a.m. — One unit and three
personnel responded to the 1800
block of Fir on a call for medical
assistance.

11:17 a.m. — Six units and 18 per-
sonnel responded to the Courtyard
Apartments, 1031 N. Sumner, on a
structure fire.

Ambulance

Guardian EMS ambulance report-
ed the following calls déring the 24-
hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Dec. 18

9:05 am. - A mobile ICU
responded to the 1800 block of Fir
and transported a patient to Pampa
Regional Medical Center.

9:05 am. - A mobile ICU
responded to the 500 block of
Magnolia and transported a patient
to PRMC.

11:16 am. — A mobile ICU
responded to the 1200 block of
North Sumner on a fire standby

12:02 p.m. -~ A mobile ICU
responded to the 2500 block of Fir.
No transport.

9:05 pm. - A mobile ICU
responded to the 1900 block of
North Duncan. No

Wednesday, Dec. 19

12:31 am. - A mobile ICU
responded east on Highway 60 to
Gray County line. Call disregarded.

1:59 am. - A mobile ICU
responded to PRMC and transported
a patient(s) to a private residence.

5446 am. - A mobile ICU
responded to the 1500 block of West
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114 N CUYLER

669-7478

THURSDAY DECEMBER 20TH - 6-8PM ONLY!

F====== COUPON

CHRISTMAS CANDY
90% OFF e

|
GOOB 12/20/07 - 6-8PM ONLY _:

DRAWING 7:30 PM
THURSDAY NIGHT!

Student Crime Stoppers

. 2 HOURS IINlY'

" THURSDAY DECEMBER 20TH
6PM 'I'II BI'H l)llYlI»

BILL HITE
PHARMACIST

Pémpa News photo by MARILYN POWERS
Pampa Police Officer Michael Ryan, right, has organized a Student Crime
Stoppers group at Pampa High School with Kevin Frels, left, and Colby
Copeland as the first two members. The group plans to hold fund raisers to
raise donations for local charities. One example of donations is that the fine
paid by PHS students to retrieve their cell phones after violating cell phone
rules at the high school was used to help make up a $1,200 donation to the

Salvation Army Angel Tree this year, Ryan said.

MARSHALL,

school officials.

VICTORIA, Texas (AP)
— Exelon Nuclear has cho-
sen an 11,500-acre site in
Victoria County in southeast
Texas to pursue the possible
construction of a nuclear
power plant.

Exelon officials said
Tuesday that the company
will apply to the federal
Nuclear Regulatory
Commission by September

soft toilet paper.

and Charmin Ultra Soft and Ultra Strong toilet tissue.

pany spokeswoman said Tuesday.

Bride wears toilet paper dress

NEW YORK (AP) — Here comes the bride, all dressed in white ..

Lovebirds Jennifér Carinon and Doy Nichols of Lexington, Ky., plan to get hitched
Wednesday in a public restroom. She’ll be wearing a gown fashioned from glue, tape

The intricately detailed dress was designed by Hanah Kim, winner of the 2007
Toilet Paper Wedding Dress Contest, sponsored by Cheap-Chic-Weddings.com.

The wedding ceremony, to be attended by family and friends, will take place in
Times Square at the Charmin Restrooms — temporary, free public restrooms, a com-

2008 for a combined con-
struction and operating
license.

The Warrenville, Ill.-
based company expects to
spend. $23 million on the
application, ....process.
Officials said submitting the
application next year will
allow the company to take
advantage of tax credits and
federal loan guarantees con-
tained in the 2005 Energy
Policy Act.

“If Exelon makes this

- two-ply; extra-

Santa Claus knocked unconscious

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — A man dressed as Santa Claus
was knocked unconscious by a thrown object that hit his
face while he was riding on the back of a truck decorated as
a sleigh.

Kevin Smith says he never saw what hit him Saturday.
Whatever it was, it broke his nose and gave him a concus-

Pampa News Photo by KERRI SMITH
Tho Kimbro brothers enjoyed Christmas shopping
together recently. From left are Kelton, 9, Kenyon,
10, and Kadin, 5.

Tel: 806-273-7596

600 W. Third St.
Borger, TX 79007

Hand and Upper
Extremity Surgery

Ed Quiros, M.D.

Board Certified

Fellow of American College of Surgeons
Fellow of International College of Surgeons

* Deformities Due

_ to Arthritis

* Dupuytren Contracture

* Other Hand Related
Problems or Injuries

Congenital Hand
Deformities

Carpal Tunnel
Trauma to the Hand
and Upper Extremity

sion and two black eyes.

“One second I was up there waving to people, and the
next minute I wasn’t,” Smith said.

He was taking part in Santa Run, sponsored by the fire-
fighters union, which features off-duty firefighters who
dress up as Santa and ride through residential areas handing
out candy to children.

Other volunteers realized something was wrong after they
hadn’t heard from Smith for a few minutes. They stopped
the truck and found him lying unconscious.

“It pretty much cold-cocked him,” fire Lt.
Himelspach said.

Smith awoke in the back of the sleigh.

“They thought I'd spilled my hot chocolate, but then they
realized it was blood,” Smith said. “The rest of the night
was kind of hazy.”

Smith, a firefighter for eight years, said he hoped to
return to work on Christmas Day.

Assistant Fire Chief Brian Schaeffer said an assault report
was filed with police but that no witnesses have come for-
ward.

Scott

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

During this holiday season and every day of the year,
we wish you all the best.

Ben Watson Tom

408 W. Kingsmill, Ste. 197A 1540 N. Hobart

Pampa, TX 79065 Pampa, TX 79065

806-665-3359 806-665-7137

Susns Narp www.odwardjones.com e
1927 N. Hobart by

Pampa, TX 79065
-806-665-6753

Texas (AP) — Denzel
Washington is donating $1 million to Wiley
College to re-establish its debate tearn.

The gift was announced Tuesday by

Washington was in Marshall last week to
screen “The Great Debaters,”
Wiley’s 1930s debate team. He stars as edu-
cator and poet Melvin Tolson, who led the
all-black college’s elite debate squad.

Exelon seeks license for nuclear
power plant in Victoria County

the story of

investment in our communi-
ty, it will give us a chance to
reinvent our economy in a
way' similar to what hap-
pened when DuPont came to
town in 1952,” Victoria
Mayor Will Armstrong said.
“From a financial and psy-
chological standpoint, this is
the biggest opportunity
we’ve had in Victoria
County since 1952.”

Exelon stressed that it
hasn’t committed to building
the plant, which would sit
about 20 miles south of
Victoria on U.S. Highway
77. Victoria is located about
100 miles southeast of San
Antonio.

The company said the
decision will hinge on a
solution for disposing of
used fuel, public acceptance
of a new nuclear plant and
assurances the project would
be financially successful.

Actor gives $1M to college

During his appearance, the 52-year-old
actor-director said he would like to see the
team get going again.

Marshall is a city of about 24,000, located
140 miles east of Dallas. Wiley has about
900 students. ‘

“The Great Debaters”
Day. It has been nominated for a Golden
Globe Award for best picture drama.

opens Christmas

In June, the company said
it was studying both the
Victoria County site and .a
site in Matagorda County.

Craig Lambert, Exelon’s
vice president of engineer-
ing ‘for new plant develop-
ment, said the Victoria site
was better suited for a reac-
tor, partly because of its soil
composition.

The company said the site
would use a man-made
freshwater lake for cooling.
It has already made arrange-
ments with the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority to
reserve water for the' pro-
posed plant, officials said.

Exelon Nuclear
spokesman Craig Nesbit.
said construction of the plant
could generate between
2,000 and 3,000 jobs. After
construction, the plant could
employ between 700 and
900.

1 Give a newspaper subscription
‘ as a Christmas gift. i
I Call The Pampa News, 669-2525 i

ettoecsscnne sesnes

50%

.
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COUPON **+**

one item less than $100"
one coupon per customer
excludes Fossil's
good December 20, 2007
6 to 8pm only

.'0.......-...l'........I...Q.....l.ll...O....l.lt.l.‘

RHEAMS

111 N CUYLER -665-2831

OFF




4 — Wednesday, December 19, 2007 — The Pampa News

Primary season, which
appears to have begun about
a week after the 2004 presi-
dential elections, is getting
sillier with each passing day.
This is thanks to the media,
which not only feast on the
season’s daily menu, but
attempt to predigest it for the
American people.

As fuzzy as the process of
the selection of the two
party’s presidential nomi-
nees appears to be, the
media’s goal is as clear as
day — to make it fuzzier and
to influence the outcomes.

They do it by attaching
great importance to a host of
factors that are really mean-
ingless, not the least of
which is citing national polls
to indicate the front-runners,

Viewpoints

Making Sense: National polls at times misleading

decide the outcome.

They know that national
polls are worthless indica-
tors of which candidates are
probable winners, but that
doesn’t stop them from pro-
claiming that the alleged
winners in those polls are the
front-runners in the race for
their party’s nomination.

Given that false assump-
tion, Rudy Giuliani emerges
as the front-runner for the
GOP nomination. Primaries,
however, are not decided by
national polls, they are
decided by the voters in the
primary states. Giuliani may
be the front-runner in nation-
al polls, but he’s barely in
the race in such states as
lowa and New Hampshire —
the earliest contests where

while carefully ignoring
those factors which will

victory goes a long way in
indicating which candidates

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 19, the 353rd day of 2007.
There are 12 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 19, 1843, “A Christmas Carol,”
Dickens, was first published in England.

On this date:

In 1777, Gen. George Washington led his army of about
11,000 men to Valley Forge, Pa., to camp for the winter.

In 1813, British forces captured Fort Niagara during the
War of 1812.

In 1907, 239 workers died in a coal mine explosion in
Jacobs Creek, Pa.

by Charles

In 1932, the British
Broadcasting
Corporation began
transmitting  overseas
with its Empire Service
to Australia.

In 1946, war broke
— 1talian proverb out in Indochina as
troops under Ho Chi
Minh launched wide-
spread attacks against

‘He that jokes
- ’
confesses.

the French.

In 1957, Meredith Willson’s musical play “The Music
Man,” starring Robert Preston as charming con man Harold
Hill, opened on Broadway.

In 1972, Apollo 17 splashed down in the Pacific, winding
up the Apollo program of manned lunar landings.

In 1974, Nelson A. Rockefeller was sworn in as the 41st
vice president of the United States.

In 1986, Lawrence E. Walsh was appointed independent
counsel to investigate the Iran-Contra affair.

In 1998, President Clinton was impeached by the
Republican-controlled House for perjury and obstruction of
justice (he was later acquitted by the Senate).

Ten years ago: A SilkAir Boeing 737-300 plunged from
the sky, crashing into an Indonesian river and killing all 104
people aboard. In Milwaukee, postal clerk Anthony Deculit
killed a co-worker he’d feuded with, wounded a supervisor
and injured another worker before taking his own life. James
Cameron’s epic film “Titanic,” the highest-grossing film
ever made, opened in U.S. theaters.

Five years ago: Secretary of State Colin Powell declared
Iraq in “material breach” of a U.N. disarmament resolution.
After a prosecutor cited new DNA evidence, a judge in New
York threw out the convictions of five young men in a 1989
attack on a Central Park jogger who had been raped and left
for dead. Roh Moo-hyun won South Korea’s presidential
election.

One year ago: A Libyan court convicted five Bulgarian
nurses and a Palestinian doctor of deliberately infecting 400
children with HIV and sentenced them to death. (The six
later had their death sentences commuted, and were trans-
ferred to Bulgaria, where they were pardoned and set free.)
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are the likely nominees when
the dust clears. And Giuliani
himself admits it, pinning his
hopes on the states whose
primaries come much later
and he is popular.

When Rudy Giuliani loses
in lowa and when Rudy
Giuliani
loses in
N e w
Hampshire
and South
Carolina,
his standing
in the
national
polls will also plunge.

What is now going on is
what’s been going on for
decades in presidential pri-
maries — you have all of
these leakers leaking infor-
mation, such as the Drudge
Report’s contention that the

Michael
Reagan

Columnist

——

Democrats want Mike
Huckabee to win the GOP
nomination because they
believe he’d be the easiest
Republican to beat in the
general election.

Translated, that means
that Huckabee really scares
the pants off
t h e
Democrats,
who hope
they can
prevent him
from being
the GOP
nominee by
persuading Republican vot-
ers from voting for someone
else because Huckabee is a
sure loser.

The reality here is that
Americans have been elect-
ing governors to the presi-
dency for a long time — such

The Knucklehalf

TPNOT
KNOWINGLY

National Intelligence
Estimate that stated Iran has
no nuclear-weapons pro-
gram and hasn’t had one for
the past four years has not
affected George W. Bush. He
still wants to present Iran as
a dangerous country and to
cripple the country with
sanctions.

What this tells you is that
facts and truth have no rele-
vance at all to Bush. That
makes him a truly a danger-
ous president. He and Dick
Cheney really should be
impeached, although that
will not happen because
Congress is full of cowards.

The American people
have a right to expect a fact-
based foreign policy. What
they get from Bush is a for-
eign policy based on a secret
agenda and perhaps, God
forbid, even mental fan-
tasies. I suspect the secret
agenda has to do with oil,

but no one on the outside
really can know what worms
are roiling about in Bush’s
and Cheney’s brains.

Is Iran a dangerous coun-
try? Iran hasn’t invaded
another country in more than
100 years.
It  hasn’t
threatened
to invade
another
country.
The much-
publicized
statement
about wiping Israel off the
face of the map was a mis-
translation. The Iranian pres-
ident really said that the
Zionist state would pass
away like the Soviet Union.

Furthermore, Iran has no
intercontinental  ballistic
missiles, no nukes to put on
them if they existed and
none of the logistical means
to support an invasion.

As for Iran’s support of

Charley
Reese

Columnist

men as Roosevelt, Carter,
Reagan, Clinton and George
W. Bush. And guess what?
There are only two former
govérnors running in the

GOP  primaries, Mitt
Romney and Mike
Huckabee.

Based on the record, that
fact alone makes either one a
probable  winner  next
November. And it’s why the
Democrats and their media
allies want .neither man to
win the GOP nomination.

Their front-runners,
Hillary Clinton and Barack
Obama, are not governors,
they are United States sena-
tors, and in modern times the
American people simply do
not elect senators to the pres-
idency.

Match either one against
either Romney or Huckabee,

and history teaches us that
it’s most probable that the
next occupant of the
Executive = Mansion in
Washington will be a former
occupant of a governor’s
mansion in Arkansas or
Massachusetts, and not a
United States senator.

Given that fact, doesn’t it
defy reason for the
Democrats to want to.run
against Mike Huckabee?
Today’s Democrats may be
corrupt, not just a little bit
slimy. And they are inherent-
ly Marxist, but they are not
stupid, even though Nancy
Pelosi and Harry Reid make
them' look that way.

The American people
need to be informed about
these simple facts, but the

See REAGAN, Page 5

i

Fact-based foreign policy not happening

As everyone can see, the

Hezbollah and Hamas, you
should note that both organi-
zations existed a long time
before the U.S. got around to
labeling them as terrorist
organizations. In fact, nei-
ther is a terrorist organiza-
tion.
Al-Qaida
is a terrorist
organiza-
t i o n
because its
only agenda
is to kill
people it
considers as enemies.
Hezbollah is a Lebanese
patriotic organization with a
widespread social, political
and welfare operation. It
fought the Israeli occupation
of Lebanon, and, if intelli-
gence can be believed, it
fought us when we occupied
a portion of Lebanon.
Hamas similarly has a
wide program of education
and welfare. It has a small

military wing that has occa-
sionally used  suicide
bombers against the Israelis.
Hamas opposes Israeli occu-
pation, which is something
we should also do. Just
because an organization that
has no airplanes or artillery
employs suicide bombers
doesn’t mean it’s a terrorist
organization. God knows our
Army and Air Force have
killed thousands more civil-
ians than Hamas. The num-
ber of Israelis killed by
Palestinians is very small in
comparison with the number
of Palestinians killed by
[sraelis.

Both organizations should
more accurately be classified
as guerrilla organizations
opposing occupation by the
most powerful military force
in the Middle East. Their
quarrel with Israel should
not concern us. They repre-

Texas Thoughts

See REECE, Page 5

By The As 'ociated Press

A sample of editorial opinion around
Texas:

M Dec. 10

El Paso Times on help for soldiers’
families: :

When military personnel are
deployed to fight in Iraq or
Afghanistan, they often leave depend-
ents behind. Having a member of the
family away from home and in harm’s
way places a tremendous physical and
emotional strain on those left behind.

They deserve, and must be given, all
possible support.

So it was good to see Secretary of the
Army Pete Geren at Biggs Army
Airfield on Thursday, placing his signa-

ture on an “Army Family Covenant”
pledging his support in increased
efforts to help Army families with sup-
port and services. Fort Bliss installation
commanders also stood and shouted
their pledges of commitment.

In an interview, Geren said, “Fort
Bliss is such an important part of the
future of our Army. Fort Bliss is grow-
ing ~from 9,000 soldiers in 2003, it’s
going to be 30,000 soldiers in 2013 —
and with those soldiers will come fam-
ilies, and we’re trying to get ahead of
those families, trying to make sure we
have the quality of life when those fam-
ilies get there.”

Last summer, Army family and

youth programs received an additional
3100 million, about $1.9 million of

which was given to Fort Bliss. That
will help in honoring the commitment
made Thursday.

Geren noted that of one million
Army soldiers, half are married and
those families have 700,090 children.

“We are in an era of persistent con-
flict; this is the new normal,” Geren
said. “Our families are stretched, but
they continue to step up and stand with
their soldiers and they help those who
need it, not just their (own) soldiers. .
Our families get no medals, but they
are heroes.”

Indeed they are, and they — along
with those in uniform — deserve the
very best in support and services that
their country can give them. URL:
http /Iwww.elpasotimes. yom

T ——————
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Train carrying holiday travelers derails in Pakistan

MEHRABPUR, Pakistan (AP)
— An express train crowded with
i holiday travelers derailed in south-
ern Pakistan on Wednesday, killing
at least 58 people and leaving hun-

relatives tried to console him.

The train was speeding from
Karachi toward Lghore when
about 12 of its 16 carriages came
off the rails near Mehrabpur,

about 2 a.m., was loaded with an engineers used two cranes and cut-

estimated 900 passengers, many of ting equipment to free the last sur-

them heading home for the Islamic vivors.

holiday of Eid ul-Adha. Passenger Mohammed Yusuf sat
Dozens of soldiers and police on a pink blanket next to a pile of

and another brother were injured
and taken to a hospital but their
conditions were unknown. Yusuf,
26, said his brother survived the
impact and was crying out in pain,

] dreds of terrified survivors to claw helped tend the injured and carry discarded shoes and clothes, wail- but that he had been unable to free about 250 miles north of Karachi.
. their way out of the wreckage in them away to waiting ambulances, ing in grief at the death of his his trapped leg. It was unclear what caused the
total darkness. as hundreds of people from the sur- younger brother. “It’s unbearable. Don’t say that accident.
that The train, which derailed at rounding villages looked on. Army He said his wife, two children he is dead,” Yusuf pleaded as other
the
the : » '
in SOUTH AFRICA lebrat -

mer : e e r a ' on
“ || Ex-guerilla fighter in line f of |
x-guerilla fighter in line for top exec Lights
- : : at Pampa Recreation Park
the — Jacob Zuma is now in line to supporters say he is innocent and that tions in 1994. ’ Sunday theu Thirsdey 600om i 10:000m
run become the country’s next president the scandals were part of a political That style of leadership is what SNVARY. SN MTRURY Sivapin 1 HEOVP
ee? and will have to fight to convince all smear campaign. many ANC members seek and will Friday and Saturday 6:00pm to 11:00pm
be South Africans — and a nervously = The moral voice of the nation, for- need to mend the deep rift the battle “TRALEE TREE OF BLESSINGS”
bit watching world — that he for the presidency has cre-
ot won’t set Africa’s largest ated in the party. November 27th thru December 15th
not economy on a dangerously 4 “What we are hoping sponsored by Tralee Crisis Center
n;:(): popullst slide. Zuma's Wldgly recognlzed ShortCO”"ngS fOl’ In a new |eadel'8hlp CHILDREN’S SHOPPING TOUR
ake Zuma defeated could create more space for discussion is a political willingness to

President Thabo Mbeki by it P : engage with different December 15th at 8:00am
ple 2,329 votes to 1,505 at the and criticism of the government s views and engage more at The Qptimist Club
Joust party convention Tuesday policies. A healthy public debate seriously. We are hoping
the in the most divisive con- med b o sodisiial for a different environ-
I test in the 96-year-old his- unconstr afne Y. fear and politica ment,” said Zwelinzima
) tory of the African correctness is exactly what South Africa Vavi, secretary-general of —

National Congress. needs.’ the powerful Congress of
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Zuma's courting of the
poor has many fearful he
will pull South Africa’s
economy left, despite his
assurances to the contrary.
This month, Zuma trav-
eled to the United States and Britain
to reassure investors and met with
white Afrikaner business leaders.

At a news conference, Zuma ally
Kgalema Motlanthe sought to further
dispel fears, saying that while there
may be a difference in “emphasis,”
there “are no ideological differences”
in the ANC.

Some whites have been saying they
would leave if Zuma becomes presi-
dent, joking that they would “zoom-
a” out of the country.

Zuma, a burly larger-than-life man
with a wide grin, dresses up in tradi-
tional leopard skins, has several
wives and will not say or does not
know how many children he has

~— Marian Tupy
Analyst

mer Cape Town Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, on Friday urged ANC
members not to elect Zuma, pleading
that they “not choose someone of
whom most of us would be
ashamed.”

But others point to Zuma’s innate
intelligence; his warmth contrasted
with Mbeki’s perceived aloofness;
political acuity and an ability to rec-
oncile enemies and build a consensus.

Zuma was a leader of the exiled
ANC'’s military wing, and, like for-
mer President Nelson Mandela,
served time at the Robben Island
prison.

Zuma brokered the peace that
ended violent clashes between ANC

South African Trade
Unions, which supported
Zuma.

Africa analyst Marian
Tupy, of the Cato Institute,
a conservative think tank,
in Washington, said Zuma “is a man
of poor judgment and questionable
ethics” but a better choice than Mbeki
who “has monopolized too much
power.”

“Zuma’s widely recognized short-
comings could create more space for
discussion and criticism of the gov-
emnment’s policies,” Tupy said. “A
healthy public debate unconstrained
by fear and political correctness is
exactly what South Africa needs.”

For the first time, post-apartheid
South Africa will have a president
who is not the head of the ANC, rais-
ing questions about how the bitter
rivals will work together. Mbeki’s
term ends only in 2009; his loss

available!

The WoodWick candle features a natural
wood wick & combines the soothing sound
of a crackling fire with exceptional fragrance.

fathered. . members and the Zulu Inkatha party, Tuesday raises questions about 410 E Foster Ave * 669-3334
He was acquitted of rape last year, and infighting among ANC members whether he will remain the country’s www.pampaflowers.com r
but could still face bribery charges in in his native KwaZulu-Natal province leader or call early elections. ot of ke Flowen Shop Natwork m
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Kosovo, Serbia facing off on role of United Nations EF Pl As'l'lc
i UNITED NATIONS (AP) The talks ended in late to this problem.” down on ethnic Albanian sep- 2\
= — Serbia and Kosovo square November without an agree- Churkin has introduced aratists. §r PIPE & S“PPI-Y l"c-
off at the U.N. Security ment. elements for a council state- Thaci, a former rebel .
] Council Wednesday, with the Hashim Thaci, Kosovo’s ment that would back addi- leader who won last month’s 1231 so“'“ m"Es
Kosovars demanding quick prime minister-elect, told The tional negotiations, but general elections, said two 806-665-6716 OR 800-649-6716
> independence and the Serbs Associated Press on Tuesday Britain, France, the U.S. and years of negotiations failed to
demanding that the province that Kosovo is “ready for others have said the talks resolve the status issue and
ol remain part of its territory. independence.” have been exhausted and it’s additional time would be
'd‘ Both sides have supporters “We have no time to lose, time to resolve Kosovo’s sta- fruitless — “now is (the) time
lis. in the UN.’s most powerful to waste,” he said. “We needa tus. for decision.”
gl body — the U.S. and key decision ... for independence Russia’s Foreign Minister “Independence for Kosov
ing European Union nations and qualitative recognition of Sergey Lavrov accused the is the only solution for
st backing Kosovo's call for (the)democratic world. ... We West on Tuesday of forcing Kosovo,” he stressed. “It’s a
hat independence and Russia wasted a hundred years. We Kosovo into an uncompro- guarantee (of) peace and sta-
ery supporting its close ally fight for our independence. mising stance which is block- bility in the region and is the
. Serbia and calling for further We deserve our freedom.” ing negotiations. best choice for the United
s negotiations. But Russia’s U.N. Although Kosovo formally States and Europe.” Sia Son ftkmet Sisn ok iine
-l The council meeting will Ambassador Vitaly Churkin remains part of Serbia, the Russia’s Lavrov said the u'e..:?.cﬁiif;fuﬁf.'.fv 3:ne?:{."
Whi focus on a report by United is pressing for further negoti- southem province has been West has been “holding WE WILL SPECIAL ORDER
vil- States, European Union and ations between Belgrade and run by the UN. and NATO Pristina’s hand” throughout
rol Russian mediators in two- Pristina and has appealed to since 1999, when the Western the negotiations on Kosovo’s
by year talks between Belgrade the international community military alliance ended for- future and forcing the pre- mem IN STOCK
- and Kosovo on resolving the to “encourage themtoreacha mer  Yugoslav  leader dominantly ethnic Albanian- e
ber status of the Serbian province. mutually acceptable solution Slobodan Milosevic’s crack- populated province into an m
by “uncompromising position.” |@DELTA KINGSJQNRRASS
uld Pristina is the capital of the |y s
ied especially by attaching great importance 80VD fegion.
ms to the meaningless national polls.
the Reagan —Mike Reagan, the eldest son of the
rce late President Ronald Reagan, is heard
leir Continued from Page 4 on more than 200 talk radio stations
uld nationally as part of the Radio America
re- media are doing their best to keep the Network.
truth from them and manipulate them,
never would have been any talks or n'c'mbar zOth
hat Reese treaties. There probably would have been
ent a nuclear war.
As silly and ridiculous as Bush often Register for door prizes at
on Continued from Page 4 appears, it is extremely dangerous to have select businesses and
nd a muddled-thinking, ignorant man in the
L sent no threat to hﬂ:: Ul.S.'ll o . White House. He controls far more l"m u l"“ 0'
m- As for Iran, it has a legal right to enrich  destructive power than he is capable of '
‘en uranium to provide fuel for its nuclear using in a sane and proper way. lm‘l ’ m I' 7 '-.- "l
sut reactors. Bush, who has demonstrated All wars are started by political lead- m
ith duthehasnonalimeresti:nuclwnon- ers, and all wars are destructive of human rn INDGE m'unm
ho liferation or even disarmament, life and civilization itself. Just read a lit-
mmds_uapncondiﬁonfortalhthnt tle history and look at the political idiots 'um.mmw
ey Iran stop what it has a legal right to do. who caused World Wars I and II. What a
That is unacceptable to the Iranians and gargantuan waste of life and treasure
ng should be to the American ! those two fiascoes were.
the If the U.S. had told the Soviet Union = —Write fo Charley Reese at P.O. Box
hat that a precondition for any talks was dis- 2446, Orlando, FL 32802.
iL: mantling the Soviet missile force, there
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§ SOUTH KOREA

l‘“ﬁkm'lnx«--( ) — Exit polls
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"’!‘N}ﬁne.whwwmthe erm-
malmml.'lbﬂn.lﬂﬂwpeoplc

Mdﬁm%:nm . :
Analysts say counse:
investigation will Lee after the
mabmﬂdhhmysﬁm

president-elect to undergo a criminal

mnymxmuw a president-
but receives

CEmemﬁnecomnw elect can be
IAcof&cmavahveGran;leonal immunity from most criminal lawsuits
Party received 50.3 percent of the vote, after inauguration.
according to an exit poll sponsored jointly Unlike previous elections dominated by
by TV stations KBS and issues like security policy with rival North
MBC. — K OT€2 oOF relations with the
The next closest candi- knamed “ United States, this year
date, liberal Chung Dong- Nic i m voters were focused on
young, had 26 percent, and Bulldozer” for his  economic matters due to

independent Lee Hoi- can-do business concern over sky-high real
chang was third with 13.5 : estate prices, soaring
percent. acumen, Lee’s unemployment and a
The poll of 70,000 peo- ~ Support has been  widening gap between
ple had a margin of error bolstered due to rich and poor.
of plus or minus 1 percent- ¢ e Nicknamed “The
age point. dissatisfaction over  pylidozer” for his can-do
The results were similar  the five-year term huimssmacbgenb;l [{::;;
to an exit poll by TV sta- . s
tion SBS thathad Lee win- ~ @ liberal President 4.’ siocusistaction over
ning with 51.3 percent of Roh Moo-hyun, the five-year term of liber-
the vote. YTN news chan- who was al Pre::g:nt Roh Moo-
nel’s exit poll put Lee on . hyun, was constitu-
top with 49 percent. constitutionally  (ionaily barred from seek-
Lee of the conservative barred from ing re-election,
Grand National Party, a seeking re-election. In 2002, Roh was elect-

former Seoul mayor, has
led the race for months.
He has pledged to take a
more critical view of Seoul’s engagement
with rival North Korea and seek closer
U.S. ties. Efforts to end North Korea’s
nuclear weapons ambitions stand at a crit-
ical juncture, with the communist country
set to disclose all its programs for eventu-
al dismantlement by a year-end deadline.
Just days before the vote, the parliament
voted to authorize an independent counsel
investigation into Lee in a stock manipula-
tion case where prosecutors had already
cleared him of wrongdoing. The counsel is
to complete the probe before the Feb. 25
inauguration, and Lee has said he would
step aside ﬁmmthepresxdency if found at

ed after pledging not to
“kowtow” to the U.S.
while also continuing the
rapprochement with the North fostered by
his predecessor and fellow liberal Kim
Dae-jung, who won a Nobel Peace Prize
for his “sunshine” policy of engagement
with Pyongyang.
Leehasmadetheeconomycentmlto
his campaign, pledging to raise annual
growth to 7 percent, double the country’s
per capita income to $40,000 and lift
South Korea to among the world’s top
seven economies —~ known as his “747”

pledge.

Lee first gained as head of
Hyundai’s construction unit that symbol-
ized South Korea’s meteoric economic
rise in‘the 1960-70s. As Seoul mayor from

the

campaigns,” Lee ‘told

d'afended me from numerous nem %Mmm
reporters new landmark in the capital that also
Wednesday morning after voting in Seoul. earned him environmental credibility.

With Illinois site chosen, pressure’s
on to make FutureGen plant viable

ST. LOUIS (AP) —
Decades after Texas outdu-
eled Illinois for a multibil-
lion-dollar science project
that went nowhere, the Land
of Lincoln is getting its
revenge as the chosen home
of a futuristic power plant
developers hope will be vir-
tually pollution-free.

The big question now:
Will this experiment, again
heavily subsidized by U.S.
taxpayers, do what the infa-
mous superconducting super
collider didn’t and actually
work?

FutureGen, as the plant
has been dubbed, is a pub-
lic-private venture years in
the making aimed at design-
ing and testing technology
to turn coal into a gas that
can be stripped of hydrogen,
which then would be burned
to produce electricity.
Carbon dioxide, a green-
house gas created during the
process, would be captured,
then injected underground
for ostensibly permanent
storage.

The FutureGen Alliance,
a consortium of 12 U.S. and
foreign energy companies,
announced Tuesday that it
chose Mattoon, Ill., as 'the
site of the plant over nearby
Tuscola and the Texas towns
of Jewett and Penwell.

At  Southern Illinois

University in Carbondale,
John Mead thinks
FutureGen is a can’t-miss.

“I think there’s a pretty
high confidence that these
concepts can be turned into
successful engineered
processes,” said Mead, chief
of the school’s Coal
Research Center. “We’re
pushing technologies. But I
think’ the understanding of
science is there and we’re
gaining experiences every
day in terms of making
these processes work.

“I think the technology
will be challenging, but I
don’t see that as a stumbling
block.”

Hours after Tuesday’s
announcement, the U.S.
Department of Energy
warmned that cost overruns
for the $1.8 billion project —
nearly twice the price tag
almost five years ago —
“require a reassessment of
FutureGen’s design.” The
DOE, and therefore taxpay-
ers, are footing three-fourths
of the plant’s cost.

“DOE believes that the
public interest mandates that
FutureGen deliver the great-
est possible technological
benefits in the most cost-
efficient manner, requiring a
restructuring of FutureGen
to “prevent further cost
escalation,” said James

Slutz, the department’s act-
ing principal deputy assis-
tant secretary for fossil ener-

gy-

In the 1980s, Texas outbid
[llinois and other states to
win the super collider, what
was to have been a 54-mile
underground ring of mag-
nets that would smash pro-
tons together.

Though scientists once
hoped that $11 billion proj-
ect would help unlock the
secrets of matter and energy.
But it was just one-fifth
complete when Congress
pulled the plug on it in 1993
at a cost to taxpayers of $2
billion, ending a project
many federal lawmakers
viewed as little more than a
bloated, over-budget science
experiment the nation could
ill afford.

Texas had pledged $1 bil-
lion to that effort, which
promised a payoff of 4,500

-construction and 2,500 per-

manent jobs.

In courting FutureGen,
Texas had promised $260
million in cash and tax cred-
its. Illinois offered a $17
million grant to help pay for
various project costs, as
well as an estimated $15
million in sales tax exemp-
tions _on materials and
equipment through local
enterprise zones

Alaska’s Aleutian Islands hit by 7.2 quake

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — A large
earthquake rattled Alaska’s seismically
active Aleutian Islands, but there were no
immediate reports of any damages or

Themagmmde’lzqulkestmcknllm
p.m. Tuesday and was centered about 125
miles west of Adak in the island chain,

according to a preliminary report by the U.S.

Geologncal Survey.

Department said he didn’t feel the quake,
some 1,300 miles away, and there were no
reports of any injuries or damages.

The Aleutian Islands are a chain of more

than 300 islands that extend southwestward

from Alaska into the northern Pacific Ocean.

A tsunami wamning was canceled early
Wednesday for Alaska’s coasts after officials
determined waves from the earthquake

posed no widespread destructive threat.

dupatchef with the Anchorage Police
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Bush to visit Jerusalem, West Bank on 9-day trip

By DEB RIECHMANN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Bush will visit Israel
and the West Bank next month
to push Israel and the
Palestinians toward peace and
try to write his own chapter in
the annals of Mideast diplo-
macy.

On a nine-day trip begin-
ning Jan. 8, Bush plans to stop
in Jerusalem, the West Bank,
Kuwait, Bahrain, the United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt. It will be Bush’s
first presidential visit to each
of the countries, except Egypt.

Mideast peacemaking has
been on the back burner dur-
ing most of Bush’s presiden-
¢y, but he emerged from a
high-stakes conference in
Annapolis, Md., last month
re-energized about assisting

Israel and the Palestinians in
forming an independent
Palestinian homeland. The
trip is aimed at helping the
two sides gain traction in talks
that got under way earlier this
month.

“Part of it is to continue to
keep the discussions going, to
show the commitment and to
remind the world that this is a
moment that has presented
itself, and it’s time for every-
one to seize the opportunity to
make sure that the
Palestinians and the Israelis
are supported,” White House
press secretary Dana Perino
said Tuesday. “In addition to
that, the president wants to
help try to increase Israeli and
Arab reconciliation.”

Bush will focus the leaders
on finding a long-term, sus-
tainable peace, although it
remained unclear whether he

Obama calls for new foreign policy

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP)
— Democrat Barack Obama
said Tuesday the nation’s for-
eign policy challenges call for
a new leader who will worry
more about doing the right
thing than how it will look.

“There are moments in his-
tory when it is not enough to
fall back on conventional
ways of doing things, because
the threats we face, the chal-
lenges we face, are unconven-
tional,” Obama told a crowd
in Des Moines. “There are
moments when we’re called
to stand up for what is right
even if it’s not popular,
because that’s what makes us
stronger and safer. There are
moments when new chal-
lenges demand new American
leadership.”

He said that for too long the
conventional way of thinking
about foreign policy has val-
ued “time in Washington over
timely judgments, posturing

over pragmatism and fear of

looking weak over the convic-
tion to get things right.”
He said he hasn’t been

afraid to buck Washington
thinking when it comes to for-
eign policy, including his
opposition of going to war
with Iraq while he was a state
senator in Illinois. He said
he’s the only Democratic
nominee his Republican
opponent won’t be able to
challenge on that point.

While Obama highlighted
his record, he also said he’s
“running to do more than end
the war in Iraq.”

“I’'m even more interested
in ending the mind-set that got
us into it. It’s easy for us to lay
all of the problems of the
world at George Bush’s
doorstep,” he said.

Rival Hillary Rodham
Clinton has frequently ques-
tioned Obama’s experience
when it comes to foreign poli-
cy. On Tuesday, he brought
out a group of policy advisers
including Tony Lake, a
national security adviser to
former President Clinton, and
Susan Rice, former assistant
secretary of state for African
Affairs under Clinton.

‘The important thing is for the leaders to
keep their eye on the big picture and to
work with their staffs — and trust their

staff§ —

who are going to work out these

details.”

— Dana Perino
Press secretary

would engage in detailed
negotiations. He is scheduled
to meet separately with Israeli
and Palestinian leaders. No
three-way meeting is planned.

“The important thing is for
the leaders to keep their eye
on the big picture and to work
with their staffs — and trust
their staffs — who are going to
work out these details,” Perino
said. “And the president can

help facilitate those discus-
sions. I do not anticipate,
although we can let you know
as we get closer, whether there
would be detailed discussions
about a concession on one
side or the other.”

The White House said the
trip also will be an opportuni-
ty to reaffirm U.S. commit-

ment to the security of

American allies in the Middle

East, especially the Gulf
nations, and work with them
to combat terrorism and
extremism. Iraq, lran, regional
security and economic ties
also will be discussed on the
trip.

Bush met in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt, with leaders in
the region in June 2003.
Perino said she did not think a
stop in Iraq will be added,
although the White House
does not announce such trips
in advance for security rea-
sons.

In Jerusalem, Bush will
meet with President Shimon
Peres and Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert, and in the West
Bank he will meet with
President Mahmoud Abbas
and Prime Minister Salam
Fayyad. He will not meet with
the Islamic militant group
Hamas, which seized the Gaza

Disappearance

case files “is a tough burden to bear”

World briefly ...

of American

at-home test and subsequent doctor

Strip in elections in June. That
split the Palestinian territory
in two — the Gaza Strip run by
Hamas and the West Bank
controlled by Abbas.

“The president wants to
deal with the elected leader of
all the Palestinians,” Perino
said, referring to Abbas and
Fayyad. “He is going to focus
on talking with them. Hamas
is a terrorist organization. He
is not going to be talking with
them.”

Bush says conditions in
Israel and the Palestinian terri-
tories are ripe for a more
aggressive U.S. role: Abbas
and Olmert agreed iIn
Annapolis to renew peace
talks, there is a unifying fight
against extremism fed by the
Palestinian conflict, and the
world understands the
urgency of acting now.

teenager Natalee Holloway becomes
a cold case in Aruba

ORANJESTAD, Aruba (AP) —
Prosecutors dismissed the case
against the three main suspects in the
disappearance of American teenager
Natalee Holloway, saying they still
believe they were involved in her
death but can’t prove it after 932 days
of searching failed to turn up a body.

The three young men were re-
arrested last month after prosecutors
in Aruba discovered online chat ses-
sions they hoped would break the
case open. But none of the men
talked in custody, and without the 18-
year-old’s body, prosecutors said
they had no recourse but to halt the
most notorious missing persons case
in the Caribbean.

If the three suspects were put on
trial, the lack of evidence “would
lead to an acquittal,” the Public
Prosecutor’s Office said in a state-
ment.

Moving Holloway into the cold-

for her parents, they acknowledged
Tuesday, but the prosecutors said
they had little choice.

“The public prosecutor’s office
and the police have gone the extra
mile and have exhausted all their
powers and techniques in order to
solve the mystery of the disappear-
ance of the girl,” the statement read.

Jamie Lynn Spears, 16-year-old
sister of Britney, says she’s pregnant

NEW YORK (AP) — Another
Spears baby is reportedly on the way
— and it’s not Britney’s. Jamie Lynn
Spears, the 16-year-old “Zoey 101~
star and sister of Britney, told OK!
magazine that she’s pregnant and that
the father is her boyfriend, Casey
Aldridge.

“It was a shock for both of us, so
unexpected,” she said. “I was in com-
plete and total shock and so was he.”

Spears is 12 weeks along and ini-
tially kept the news to herself when
she learned of the pregnancy from an

visit, she told the celebrity magazine,
which hits stands in New York on
Wednesday and the rest of the coun-
try by Friday.

Clemens denies allegations by his
former trainer that he used banned
substances

NEW YORK (AP) Roger
Clemens denied allegations by his
former trainer that he took perform-
ance-enhancing drugs, calling them
“a dangerous and destructive shortcut
that no athlete should ever take.”

The accusations against the seven-
time Cy Young Award winner from
former trainer Brian McNamee were
the most striking in last week’s
Mitchell Report. Former Senate
Majority Leader George Mitchell
wrote McNamee said he injected
Clemens with steroids in 1998 while
with the Toronto Blue Jays, and
steroids and human growth hormone
in 2000 and 2001, while with the
New York Yankees.
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Dear Abby...

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR READERS: Yesterday I printed
the feedback I received regarding a letter
from "Smothered in Michigan," a recently
divorced mother of two. Her ex-husband
had been an alcoholic. She's now dating his
"polar opposite” who "treats her like a
queen” and is "loving, affectionate, gener-
ous and caring." She went on to say he
stops by her job "only a few" times a day,
and the minute she's home he shows up at
her door. All her dinners are with him -- he
pays for everything -- and he doesn't leave
until her kids go to bed. He spends every
waking hour with her and accompanies her
wherever she goes. She said she knows she
should feel grateful, but instead feels
"indebted, stalked, controlled and bur-
dened." Her question: "Am I just being
selfish, and can I train myself to like being
spoiled?" I told her she and the man were
overdue for a frank talk about personal
space, that she's still healing fromi her
divorce, and he seems so smitten or inse-
cure that he's preventing her from figuring
out where she ends and he begins. Many
readers felt she should listen to her intu-
ition, that the man is a potential abuser, and
the traits she listed are red flags. Today I'll
share the classic warning signs of an abus-
er. Read on:

(1) PUSHES FOR QUICK INVOLVE-
MENT: Comes on strong, claiming, "I've
never felt loved like this by anyone." An
abuser presses for an exclusive commit-
ment almost immediately.

(2) JEALOUS: excessively possessive;
calls constantly or visits unexpectedly; pre-
vents you from going to work because
"you might meet someone"; checks the
mileage on your car.

(3) CONTROLLING: lnterrdgates you
intensely (especially if you're late) about
whom you talked to and where you were;
keeps all the money; insists you ask per-
mission to go anywhere or do anything.
(4) UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS:
Expects you to be the perfect mate and
meet his or her every need.

(5) ISOLATION: Tries to cut you off from
family and friends; accuses people who are
your supporters of "causing trouble.” The
abuser may deprive you of a phone or car,
or try to prevent you from holding a job.
(6) BLAMES OTHERS FOR PROB-
LEMS OR MISTAKES: It's always
someone else's fault if something goes
wrong.

(7) MAKES OTHERS RESPONSIBLE
FOR HIS OR HER FEELINGS: The
abuser says, "You make me angry," or
"You're hurting me by not doing what I tell
you."

(8) HYPERSENSITIVITY: Is easily
insulted, claiming hurt feelings when he or
she is really mad. Rants about the injustice
of things that are just a part of life.

(9) CRUELTY TO ANIMALS OR
CHILDREN: Kills or punishes animals
brutally. Also may expect children to do
things that are far beyond their ability
(whips a 3-year-old for wetting a diaper) or
may tease them until they cry. Sixty-five
percent of abusers who beat their partner
will also abuse children.

(10) "PLAYFUL" USE OF FORCE
DURING SEX: Enjoys throwing you
down or holding you against your will dur-
ing sex; finds the idea of rape exciting.
(11) VERBAL ABUSE: Constantly criti-
cizes or says blatantly cruel things;
degrades, curses, calls you ugly names.
This may also involve sleep deprivation,
waking you with relentless verbal abuse.
(12) RIGID GENDER ROLES: Expects
you to serve, obey and remain at home.
(13) SUDDEN MOOD SWINGS:
Switches from sweet to violent in minutes.
(14) PAST BATTERING: Admits to hit-
ting a mate in the past, but says the person
"made" him (or her) do it.

(15) THREATS OF VIOLENCE: Says
things like, "I'll break your neck," or "I'll _
kill you," then dismisses them with
"Everybody talks that way," or "I didn't
really mean it."

For Better Or For Worse
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Sports

Flag F obtball

Courtesy photo
Pictured here are the Optimist Club Flag Football Tournament Champions, the Texas Longhorns. Back
row, (L-R) coaches Jackie Martindale, Tuffy Sanders and Mike James. Front row, (L-R) Brennan Brogdin,
Trae Corley, Rylan Hathcoat, Royce Angel, Patrick Allen, Logan Martindale, Keshaun Stewart, Braeden
Pickering and Yzaril Velasquez.

aries.

two hours later.

on New Year’s Day.

“I think about him all the time,”
Cornell Ford, who helped recruit O’Neal after the player’s
record-setting career as a team captain and running back at
Parkway North High School near St. Louis. “He’s very much
a part of everything we do.”

The 6-foot-3, 220-pound O’Neal would be a junior now,
an upperclassman and potential team leader whose unassum-
ing demeanor and ever-present smile belied both a playful

In their season to
remember, player

death still looms
large at Missouri

— - {
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — They shout his name after each
practice. His game-day locker, never used, remains intact.
Aaron O’Neal didn’t play a single down for Missouri, but
the former reserve linebacker’s picture is seemingly every-
where at the school’s athletic training complex, from the
main hallway in a public area to the coaches’ private sanctu-

It’s been nearly three full football seasons since O'Neal, a
19-year-old redshirt freshman, collapsed on the Memorial
Stadium field during a preseason workout and died less than

In a season of unrivaled success that took No. 7 Missouri
(11-2) to the brink of the BCS national title game, the legacy
of the player known as A.O. continues to loom large for the
Tigers, who face No. 25 Arkansas (8-4) in the Cotton Bowl

said assistant coach

side and a quiet intensity.

Bill Parcells ‘probably’ will take a job with the Falcons

ATLANTA (AP) — Bill Parcells
could become the Atlanta Falcons’
vice president of football opera-
tions, a role that would put him in
char'ge of finding the team’s next
coach.

Parcells is considering an offer
to join the team’s front office, a
person familiar with the negotia-
tions said on condition of anonymi-
ty because talks were ongoing.

The New York Daily,  News
reported Wednesday that Parcells is
on the verge of accepting the job,
with only a few minor details to be
worked out. In a story on its Web
site, the paper said a deal could be
completed later in the day with
Falcons owner Arthur Blank.

“I think I probably will do it,”
Parcells said. “The job description
is to be the football operations
overseer. We still have a little work
to do, but I don’t think it’s anything

major. | don’t expect any real deal-
breaker. I don’t think there will be
any major hangups.”

Parcells said he would not be the
Falcons’ head coach. He told the
newspaper he would plan to hire a
general manager and then work
with that person to hire a new
coach to replace Bobby Petrino,
who quit last week 13 games into
his fitst' Season
Arkansas.

The offer was first reported by
ESPN.com.

Rich McKay, the team’s presi-
dent and general manager since
December 2003, did not immedi-
ately return a phone message on
Tuesday night. Blank declined
comment when asked about
Parcells late Tuesday night.

Parcells’ agent, Jimmy Sexton,
did not immediately return an e-
mail seeking comment.

to ¢oach at.

Emmitt Thomas is 0-1 as
Atlanta’s interim head coach, a job
he inherited when Bobby Petrino
resigned suddenly a week ago.
Petrino went 3-10 with the Falcons
before taking the Arkansas job.

Parcells resigned in January after
four years as the Dallas coach.
During a 19-year career that also
included coaching the New York
Giants, Néw Hrigland Patriot§ and
New York Jets, Parcéll$ ‘made it to
three Super Bowls, winning twice
with the Giants.

Known best for a gruff
demeanor and colorful quotes,
Parcells left coaching with the
ninth-most wins in NFL history
and a career record of 183-138-1.
He was 34-32 in Dallas, including
0-2 in the postseason.

“l am in good health and feel
lucky to have been able to coach in
the NFL for an extended period of

Cowboys put league-high

time,” Parcells said when he left
the Cowboys. “I leave the game
and the NFL with nothing but good
feelings and gratitude to all the
players, coaches and other people
that have assisted me in that
regard.”

McKay’s future with the Falcons
is uncertain. He came to Atlanta
with impressive credentials, men-

‘tioned as a_potential candidate' to

féplace former NFL comimissionér
Paul Tagliabue and considered a
successful GM who helped the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers win their
only Super Bowl in 2003.

In 1996, before the Bucs hired
Tony Dungy as a first-time NFL
head coach, Tampa Bay owner
Malcolm Glazer considered bring-
ing Parcells aboard. McKay, how-
ever, told the Glazer family that he
would resign if he took the job.

With the Falcons, McKay rec-

ommended that Blank hire Jim
Mora, whose fiery demeanor led to
his firing last January despite a 26-
22 record, and Petrino, who abrupt-
ly left the team to return to college
last week.

Under McKay and Mora, Atlanta
advanced to the NFC title game in
the 2004 season, but the Falcons
have gone 18-28 while missing the
playoffs for three straight years.

Atlanta, ' which has never had
consecutive winning seasons in its
42-year history, played before
many empty seats at the Georgia
Dome this season.

A federal indictment of three-
time Pro Bowl quarterback
Michael Vick led to a 23-month
prison sentence imposed last week.

Blank, a co-founder and former
CEO of The Home Depot, paid
$545 million for the Falcons in a
deal that closed in February 2002.

‘I hope he shows up, so people

11 on Pro Bowl rosters

IRVING, Texas (AP) — Forget the
standings. The real star power of the
Dallas Cowboys was revealed in the list of
Pro Bowl selections.

Sure, Terrell Owens made the cut
Tuesday, as did Jessica Simpson’s new
squeeze, Tony Romo. Reliable tight end
Jason Witten — remember his long gain
without a helmet earlier this season? —
and hulking left tackle Flozell Adams were
picked, too.

But, get this: Dallas had 11 honorees,
matching the franchise record set back in
the days when Troy Aikman, Michael Irvin
and Emmitt Smith already had won a
Super Bowl.

The Cowboys not only had the most
selections of any team in the league, they
had three more than the headed-toward-
perfection New England Patriots.

One of Dallas’ picks isn’t even a starter.

member of “America’s Team” makes it to
Honolulu for the Feb. 10 game. Actually, a
few more could go as four players were
told they are first alternates.

“Wow,” coach Wade Phillips said. Then,
borrowing the trademark line of singer-
songwriter Robert Earl Keen, he added:
“The road goes on forever and the party
never ends.”

Fan voting certainly helped, as did the
fact the Cowboys were 12-1 when rival
teams and coaches cast their ballots.
Reégardless, the announcement made for a
nice bit of celebration during a week that’s
otherwise been filled with talk of Roy
Williams’ suspension, Romo’s love life
and bruised hand, and whether the team is
starting another December swoon.

“We got our juices flowing again,”
Phillips said. “I got a real feeling that we
got back as a team, (got) over losing the

game. Boom! We’re excited about our
team, our players, man, were excited for
each other. You know, you get that feeling
— that’s the team part of it, even though
it’s individuals making it.”

Of all the players who made it from both
leagues, one name really stands out: Sean
Taylor. ,

The slain Washington Redskins safety
was having a great year before being fatal-

ly wounded in a shooting at his home in

Miami three weeks ago. His memory was
honored with his selection. :

Perhaps the NFC will take the honor a
step further and open the game with 10.
players on the field, as the-Redskins did in
their first game after his death.

“It is well-deserved,” Washington center
Casey Rabach said. “If he would have
been able to finish the season, he would:
have been in there. It just shows’ the

can decide for themselves’

By JIM LITKE
AP Sports Columnist

The topic of his talk to a
convention of Texas high
school baseball coaches next
month was going to be how
to stay in shape. It took on a
whole new meaning when
their guest speaker, Roger
Clemens, was given a star-
ring role in the Mitchell
Report.

The greatest pitcher of his
generation denied again
Tuesday that he ever used
performance-enhancers of
any kind. But Clemens did it
from a safe distance again,
this time in a statement,
issued by his agent instead of
his lawyer. Yet he found time
early in the afternoon to pick
up the phone and call one of

for him and what a great player he was.”

Taylor is believed to be the second per-
son elected posthumously to an all-star
game in a major American professional
sports league. Philadelphia Flyers goalje
Pelle Lindbergh was voted by fans to start '
in the 1986 NHL All-Star game after he
was killed in an automobile accident on
Nov. 11, 1985.

Taylor led the NFC with five intercep-
tions at the time of his death, even though -
he had missed the previous two games
because of a knee injury. He also was lead-
ing the Pro Bowl voting among fans at the
time.

Tom Brady and Randy Moss were
among the eight players chosen from
unbeaten New Linebacker Mike
Vrabel was picked for the first time in his
11-year career.

those coac
still ‘come and talk if they’d
have him.

“Heé said he’d abide by
whatever decision we came
up with,” said Jim Long,
who coaches at Brenham
High and is president of the
association.

But the only thing the
coaches agreed on during an
executive committee meet-
ing was to postpone making
a decision on the invitation.

“Right now,” Long added,
“I think he’s coming. He was
set up to talk about workout
routines and I don’t think
he’ll deviate from that,
either. And after all the
things he’s done for us in the
past, 1 don’t see us turning
our backs on him.”

Just about everybody else,
though, already has.
Clemens acknowledged as
much in his statement.

“I am disappointed that
my 25 years in public life
have apparently not earned
me the benefit of the doubt,
but I understand that Senator
Mitchell’s report has raised
many serious questions. |
plan to publicly answer all of
those questions at the appro-
priate time in the appropriate
way. | only ask that in the

meantime people not rush to,

judgment.”

Try telling that to anybody
who thinks Barry Bonds
took the rap, unfairly, for an
entire era of juicers. Those
same people wanted a
“name” to share the heat,

handful of opportunities to
refute what appeared in
Mitchell’s report, beginning
with a refusal to talk to
investigators even before it
came out. He didn’t help
himself, either, by hiding
behind his high-priced help
instead of showing his face
in public and letting people
hear his words instead of
read them, and facing the
tough questions afterward.
But Clemens is wrong
about not getting the benefit
of the doubt, at least in a few
‘places. Long said the kids
who play baseball for the

+.coaches in his association

read the headlines like
everybody else, but few of
them have rushed to judg-
ment.

referably 2
outsized accomplishments,
and considering that race has
been a factor in just about
every poll measuring how
Bonds is perceived, for some
of them though it would be
even better if that player
happened to be white.
Clemens certainly fits that
bill of particulars. For all the
differences between the
charges against both, and the
way the cases against them
were rolled out, you'll get no
argument from me about
whether they deserve to be in
the same boat. Fair or not,

though, Clemens still has a .

decent chance of getting out.
He's off to a lousy start,

having already passed on a

we Talked about 1t a Iittie
bit,” he said. “There was a
little disappointment by
some, a little surprise

. expressed by others and
, some who didn’t pay any

attention at all.

"1 didn’t have' to make
decisions on any of this
growing up, so what amazes
me is that with all the stuff
society throws at them,” he
added, “so many of them
turn out as good as they do.”
. Long also noted that in his
corner of the world people
still want to believe that a
pitcher can be blessed with
talent, take care of himself
and throw smoke into his 40s
without breaking the rules of

See LITKE, Page 10
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Cowboys’ Williams appeals; QB
Romo recovering, likely to play

IRVING, Texas (AP) — Tony
Romo took it easy on his bruised right
hand Tuesday, throwing nothing more
than lobs during practice, During all
his down time, he might have gotten a
good laugh by looking at the merry-
go-round playing out in the Dallas
Cowboys’ secondary.

On one play, suspended-but-appeal-
ing safety Roy Williams was with the
first team, with backup Keith Davis
right behind him.

On the next play, Davis was with
the first team, with Williams waiting
in the wings.

Williams was told Monday that he
has to sit out Dallas’ game Saturday
night against Carolina as punishment
for his third “horse-collar” tackle this
season. He appealed Tuesday and a
hearing was set for Wednesday. While
the delay gave his defenders more
time to prepare their case, it left coach
Wade Phillips with less time to pre-
pare his defense. He’s already ham-
pered by a shorter-than-usual week.

“We’re in a little bit of limbo here,”
Phillips said. “We just need to get it
settled.”

This practice was only a walk-
through as Phillips didn’t want to push
his players too hard two days after a
game. Tuesday is normally their day
off.

Romo was limited because of an
injury to the thumb on his passing

hand. He didn’t take snaps and might
only take them out of the shotgun
Wednesday, even though he’ll likely
have a new center. Starter Andre
Gurode hurt his left knee and probably
won’t play against the Panthers.

Romo didn’t speak to reporters
Tuesday, but he was seen after prac-
tice with his right hand wrapped with
ice and a stimulation machine.

“He said he felt better,” Phillips
said, adding that the bruising and
swelling had gone down.

Tight end Jason Witten has no
doubt Romo will play Saturday.

“Oh yeah,” he said. “He’s really
tough. I’d be shocked if he didn’t.”

Romo, Witten and Gurode were
among 11 Cowboys chosen Tuesday
to the NFC Pro Bowl roster. It tied a
team record and was the most among
all NFL clubs. Dallas has seven
starters and four backups, including
Marion Barber, who doesn’t even start
for the Cowboys.

Phillips called the Pro Bowl
announcement a nice mood-lifter for a
club dealing with injuries, the
Williams suspension and lingering
disappointment from a 10-6 loss to
Philadelphia on Sunday.

Dallas already has locked up a first-
round bye, but no longer has a cushion
over Green Bay in the chase for home-
field advantage in the playoffs. The
Cowboys and Packers are both 12-2,

although Dallas holds the tiebreaker.
Still, the Cowboys must win the last
two games to guarantee themselves
the No. 1 seed; otherwise, they may
face a trip to Lambeau Field in late
January.

Thus, the trip to Carolina is no
longer playing out the string. Dallas
also wants to get back to playing at a
high level, something it hasn’t done
the last two games. Phillips’ challenge
is to figure out how to do that while
also trying to set up contingency plans
at so many positions. :

Besides Williams, Romo and
Gurode, Dallas probably will be with-
out Pat Watkins, a backup safety and
special teams standout, because of an
ankle injury. Then there’s Terry
Glenn, who hasn’t played all year
because of two knee operations but is
close to returning.

Williams has known since early
October that another horse-collar
might cost him a game, which could
explain why he was angrily bouncing
up and down after being flagged for
doing it again Sunday against
Philadelphia’s Donovan McNabb.

Then again, the violation is known
as the Roy Williams Rule because it
was put in following his takedown
from behind of Terrell Owens in 2004.
Owens broke his leg and tore ankle
ligaments on that tackle.

Milton Bradley

‘FEEEEEE R

says he’ll be ready
for Rangers opener

FORT WORTH, Texas
(AP) — Milton Bradley
insists that his recovery from
knee surgery is going well
and that he will be ready for
the start of the season for the
Texas Rangers.

“I’ll be ready to play in
some capacity,” Bradley said
Tuesday during a conference
call, his first since agreeing
last week to a one-year free-
agent deal worth up to $8
million.

Bradley didn’t elaborate
when asked what he was
doing now, and if he was
running yet.

“I’m ahead of pace of the
average person,” the 29-
year-old Bradley said. “I’m
where I need to be. I'll be
ready for the start of the sea-
son.”

While the Rangers expect
him to play right field,
Bradley could start the sea-
son as their designated hitter.

Bradley tore the anterior
cruciate ligament in his right
knee and damaged cartilage
when San Diego Padres
manager Bud Black spun
him to the ground while try-
ing to keep him from going

after umpire Mike Wintets
during a confrontation an
Sept. 23. .
Bradley hit :306 with 13
homers and 37 RBIs in 61
games with Oakland and San
Diego. But he also had four
stints on the disabled list
(hamstring, oblique and calf
muscle), and that didn’t
include the knee injury.
Since playing a career-
high 141 games for the Los
Angeles Dodgers in 2004,
Bradley hasn’t played more
than 96 games in a season.
Bradley has been on the DL
12 times in his eight major
league seasons, during
which he has hit .273 with 81
homers and 322 RBIs in 691
games for  Montreal,
Cleveland, the Dodgers,
Oakland and San Diego.
“With a full year, I think I
can have great numbers,”
Bradley said. -
Project his 2007 totals
over a full 162-game sched-
ule, and it comes out to 37
homers and 98 RBIs. Over
the past three seasons, his
full-season projections aver-
age 28 homers and 89 RBIs.

Clemens sa);s he never took banned substances

NEW YORK (AP) — Roger
Clemens denied allegations by his
former trainer that he took per-
formance-enhancing drugs, calling
them “a dangerous and destructive
shortcut that no athlete should ever
take.”

The accusations against the
seven-time Cy Young Award win-
ner from former trainer Brian
McNamee were the most striking
in last week’s Mitchell Report,

Former Senate Majority Leader

George Mitchell wrote McNamee
said he injected Clemens with
steroids in 1998 while with the
Toronto Blue Jays, and steroids and
human growth hormone in 2000
and 2001, while with the New York
Yankees. S 08

“I want to state clearly and with-
out qualification: I did not take
steroids, human growth hormone

or any other banned substances at
any time in my baseball career or,
in fact, my entire life,” Clemens
said Tuesday in a statement issued
through his agent, Randy
Hendricks. “Those substances rep-
resent a dangerous and destructive
shortcut that no athlete should ever
take.

“l am disappointed that my 25
years in public life have apparently
not earned e the bBenefit &f the
doubt, but [ understandi that
Senator Mitchell’s report has raised
many serious questions. I plan to
publicly answer all of those ques-
tions at the appropriate time in the
appropriate way. | only ask that in
the meantime people not rush to

judgment.”
Another former McNamee
client, Yankees pitcher Andy

Pettitte, said last weekend that he

took HGH twice while rehabbing
from an injury in 2002. Mitchell
said McNamee told him he injected
Pettitte with HGH two-to-four
times that year.

“He stands 100 percent behind
the accuracy of the information he
provided to Sen. Mitchell,”
McNamee’s lawyer, Ed Ward, said
in a statement.

Mitchell declined comment.

Basebaliplayerand owners did-
n’t have~am-agreement banning
steroids until September 2002.

They banned HGH in January
2005.

Clemens’ lawyer, Rusty Hardin,
first issued a denial last Thursday,
hours after Mitchell’s report was
released. Tuesday marked the first
public comments by Clemens, an
11-time All-Star who spent 24
years in the major leagues with

Boston, Toronto, the Yankees and
Houston.

‘1 did not take
steroids, human
growth hormone or
any other banned

substances’

— Roger Clemens

The allegations also have the
Texas High School Baseball
Coaches Association reconsidering
whether to let Clemens speak at the
group’s annual convention next

month. The group held an execu-
tive meeting Tuesday but post-
poned making a decision until .it
could get more informatioh.
Clemens spoke with one of the
group’s coaches before the meeting
and said he “is ready to comie
speak,” said Jim Long, president of
the association.

“We feel we owe it to our associ-
ation and Roger himself to give
him the-benefit of the doubt fur-
ther,” Long said.

The 45-year-old right-hander
was 6-6 with a 4.18 ERA for the
Yankees this year and may retire.
He said he planned to retire after
the 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 sea-
sons, only to return each time.

A six-time 20-game winner,
Clemens was considered by most
to be a first-ballot Hall of Famer
before McNamee'’s allegations.

Sean Taylor makes Pro Bowl nod
after being killed in house invasion

NEW YORK (AP) —Pro
Bowl voters honored the
memory of Sean Taylors™

They also used a lot-of
votes on Dallas Cowboys
and none on the NFC South,
which didn’t get a player
into the league’s all-star
game.

Taylor, who died Nov. 27
after being shot during a
burglary at his home in
Florida, was voted the start-
ing free safety on the NFC
team. He was having an qut-
standing season and was one
of the leading vote-getters
among fans at the time of
his death.

“It is well-deserved,”
Redskins center Casey
Rabach said. “If he would
have been able to finish the
season, he would have been
in there. It just shows. the
respect everybody around
the league had for him and
what a great player he was.”,

Taylor is the only player

known to have made an all-
star team posthumously in
any sport other than goal-
tender Pelle Lindbergh was
voted to the NHL All-Star
game in February 1986. He
had been killed in an auto
accident in November 1985
after playing eight games
for the Philadelphia Flyers,
for whom he had won the
Vezina Trophy as the
league’s best goalie the pre-
vious season.

Both  conferences were
dominated by players from
the teams at the top of the
standings, none more than
Dallas, which had 11 voted
to the team by fans, players
and coaches for the game to
be played in Honolulu on
Feb. 10. Unbeaten New
England had eight, includ-
ing Tom Brady and Randy
Moss, but also linebacker
Mike Vrabel, who made it to
the game for the first time in
11 NFL seasons.

Still, Jacksonville was
ignored  although the
Jaguars are 10-4 and on the
verge of clinching a playoff
spot in the AFC. So were all
four teams in the NFC
South, plus Detroit and the
New York Jets.

Dallas’ contingent includ-
ed the obvious: quarterback
Tony Romo and wide
receiver Terrell Owens. And
with the Cowboys at 12-2,
the fans came out for more
of their favorites on
“America’s Team.”

One of the Cowboys, run-
ning back Marion Barber, is
not a starter for Dallas,
although he leads the team
with 871 yards rushing.
That’s 315 more than starter
Julius Jones, but is just sev-
enth in the NFC, although
Barber does have 11 touch-
downs. \

Green Bay, tied with
Dallas at the top of the NFC,
had four players on the

team, including Brett Favre,
who will start at quarter-
back. It is the ninth Pro
Bowl for the 38-year-old
Favre, his first since 2003.

San Diego, like New
England, had eight players
chosen. Minnesota was sec-
ond in the NFC with seven,
including rookie Adrian
Peterson, who leads the con-
ference in rushing.

Redemption also was a
theme.
. Jared Allen of Kansas
City, suspended for the first
two games of the season
after multiple drunken driv-
ing, convictions, will be a
starting defensive end for
the AFC.

“I was always raised that
a man has to have great
character,” said Allen,
whose suspension was
reduced from four games to
two by commissioner Roger

. Goodell after he promised to

stop drinking.

names.

Litke
Continued from Page 9

the game. Nolan , after
all, is scheduled as the
keynote speaker at the Jan.
11 banquet in the middle of
if people can’ ieve in
him, Long asked, 'whom
can they believe in?

“Some people go longer

than others. In Texas, we
saw it with their own eyes
when Nolan was still play-
ing,” he said. “Only a few
people ever come along in a
lifetime who throw hard
when they're 18, and
through hard work and
keeping themselves in con-
dition, can throw hard when
they get to 40.

“It can be done. It’s a rea-
son to keep trying, and peo-
ple need that. Nolan's a

great man, he’s been a great .
role model and I think it’s
been the same way with
Roger. It's unfortunate the '
way this whole thing played
out the way it has, but | was
encouraged to see his com-
ments today. That’s why
I’m hoping he shows up for
the convention, so people
here can decide this for
themselves.”

That's advice worth
heeding sooner rather than

later. Clemens has already
taken a pass on answering
all the questions most of us
have, “at the appropriate

Cheating scandal
could leave Florida St.
without top players

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — An academic cheating
scandal could leave Florida State without as many as 25
players for its Music City Bowl game against Kentucky on
New Year’s Eve, coach Bobby Bowden said Tuesday.

It was the latest off-field blow to a once-proud program
trying to regain its footing as a national power.

“We have some players not traveling for one reason and
somé for another, including those who are ineligible for the
bowl because of academic issues,” Bowden said in a state-
ment released by the university.

“Kentucky would be a tough opponent when we are at full
strength so clearly this will make things more difficult. Our
staff is in the process of determining what adjustments we
must make for the game.”

Many of the players who won't be going to Nashville
could also be ruled ineligible for some games next season for
their connection to a cheating scandal earlier this year.

Federal privacy laws prohibit the school from releasing

“We don’t know what that number is going to end up being
exactly, but we know that’s a rough figure,” assistant athlet-
ic director Rob Wilson said Tuesday. “It’s an issue where
we're being extra cautious.”

Bowden also said he would not use any players redshirted
this season in the bowl game. The Seminoles (7-5) finished
the regular season unranked for a third straight year.

Previously, Bowden had not answered questions on the
scandal that resulted in one full-time academic adviser,
Brenda Monk, and a student tutor. losing their jobs this sum-

Athletic director Dave Hart Jr., and several of his assis-
tants also left in recent months, although those changes
weren’t directly related to the present investigation of aca-
demic wrongdoing by the school and NCAA.

time in the appropriate The university reported its findings in a letter to th
way,” and every day that | NCAA in after a six-month investigation by th:
goes by depletes whatever school at least 23 athletes in various sports were
store of goodwill he’s built | implicated for cheating on tests.

up. At least two football players already have been penalized

Jim Litke is a national
sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to

him at jlitkeap.org

four
with off-field

for their involvement. Defensive end Kevin McNeil missed
the season and wide receiver Joslin Shaw missed the first

games.
It was already a year where the program was distracted
troubles. :
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10 Lost/Found

. LOST in Travis area Male

Gray & White Toy Chi-

" huahua. Call 665-2454

13 Bus. Opp.

GREAT investment opp.
Pampa motel. Retired
couple or individual. 665-
1875, 806-383-1985.

14d Carpentry

|

_.Carpentry, Roofing, Re-

. ‘gutters.
_669-9991, 662-8169

placement Windows, steel
siding & trim. Continuous
Jerry  Nicholas

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-6347.

14¢ Serv.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv-
ice, carpets, upholstery,
walls, ceilings. Quality
doesn't cost..It pays! No
steam used. Bob Marx
owner-operator. 665-
3541, or from out of
town, 800-536-5341.

14h Gen. Serv.

HOUSE Cracking? In
bricks or walls? Childers
Brothers, Inc. 800-299-
9563, 806-352-9563

COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or build
new. Free estimates. Call
669-7769.

CERAMIC tile work. Re-
modeling floor, shower,
kitchen. Texture, painting,
dry wall. Free esti. Call
665-3453 leave message,
Jesus Barraza.

14h Gen. Serv.

HANDYMAN: Painting,
carpentry, fencing, weld-
ing, hauling, cleanup. Re-
modeling. 662-2566

14s Plumb

JACK'S Plumbing, 715
W. Foster, 665-7115.
Plumbing, repairs, new
constr., & septic sys.

Larry Baker
Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

19 Situations

HOUSECLEANING, pri-
vate home care sitting.
References avail. Call
Susie Q’s, 779-8853.

21 Help Wanted

FULL & Part Time
Caterer Needed.
Sundays Off, Apply in
Person at Dixie Cafe.

FT RN needed at Park-

H

Se———————
21 Help Wanted

PARKVIEW Hospital
now accepting appli. for
Full-Time Nursing Asst.
for the 3pm.-11pm. shift,
and Part-Time Nursing
Asst. for 1lpm.-7am.
shift. Competitive salary.
Exc. benefits. Mileage pd.
Call Sue Stiles, DON, or
apply in person, 901
Sweetwater St., Wheeler.

MECHANICON
Fastey

s takin

Crude Co

ipplications in

Pampa, I'x

A pphicants must have
knowledge and exp
mserviemg ol
diesel truck hrakes

and general repan

« Full Benetit I?
(903) 836-2401 \ 137

(800) 443-8580
Clint

——
21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully
investigate advertisements
which require payment in
advance for information,
services or goods.

Front Office / Insurance
Team Members
Needed In a Busy
Chiropractic Office
Put Your “People Skills”
To Work!

Fax resume to
(806)665-0537

BRITKARE Home Medi-
cal seeks a DME Tech for
our Pampa location. Re-
sponsibilities incl. deliv-
ery, set-up, cleaning and
pick up of DME equip.,
supplemental oxygen and
supplies to home care pa-
tients. Requirements for
the position are good driv-
ing record; pass drug
screen, ability to lift 150
Ibs. Salary DOE, hours
are M-F, 9-6 w/ altenat-

21 Help Wanted

NEEDED RN, Full or
Part-Time at Shamrock
General Hospital. Contact
Jeanne Crossland, RN,
DON, 806-256-2114.

DirecTV Satellite
Installers Needed!
We need full-time, hard
working individuals with
strong customer service
skills. We provide excel-
lent wages, medical/den-
tal/vision/401K  benefits,
PAID TRAINING & Free
DTV! Call 800.411.4374

or goto

for further info.

KFC is hiring for all posi-
tions and all shifts. Apply
in person, at 2201 N. Ho-
bart. No phone calls
please!

WANTED Church Piano
Player to play contempo-
rary worship music, on
Sun. mornings 10-11lam/
$50 per week. 665-0804.

BANK Of Commerce of
McLean is presently tak-
ing applications for a full-
time Customer Service
Rep. Please come by 201
N. Main for an appli.

FAST growing Gas Com-
pression Company seek-
ing Purchasing Manager
and Production Engineer.
Send resume to

u_s_recruiter@yahoo.com

WHEELER Nursing &
Rehab has Nurse aide
openings-all shifts. Will

s e
21 Help Wanted

PART TIME

INSERTER
Needed immediately!
About 20 hrs. per
week. Must work ev-
ery Sat. & be 18 yrs.
old.

Apply in Person

The Pampa News

403 W. Atchison
Pampa

No phone calls please

ot rfeme

Is now taking
applications for

HOME
PROVIDER

(PAMPA AREA)

F

CALL
1-800-892-3301
(ASK FOR MINERVA)
OR

Apply in person at,
1201 N.Hobart,

Space D
(Coronado Center)

A

IMMEDIATE OPENING
FOR TUBULAR PUR-
CHASING position. Pre-
vious exp. a plus. Com-
puter exp. req. ONLY
QUALIFIED APPLI-
CANTS NEED APPLY!
Excellent benefits. Appli.
/ resumes being accepted

FEXASSTATEWIDE ']

view Hospital Home ing on-call. For immedi-
Health, Wheeler. Please NEWSPAPER ?:i ;:;:sr:xd:rf::or;pysliéaf;
contact Susan Leffew, CARRIER Jennifer Bouressa, 806-
RN, Director, at NEEDED 351-0071.
806.826.1370 or you can i
® pick up application at 306 FOR MIAM!' X POST OFFICE NOW
E. 9th, Wheeler, TX. ROUTE HIRING. Avg. Pay $20 /
‘ . . . : : PARKVIEW Hospital hr. or $57K annually in-
'KCHIUL.ky Fried Chicken in P‘lmpd now accepting appli. for APPLY IN cluding Federal benefits
1S ]()()klng for an Assistant Manag_ Full-Time Registered PERSON and OT. Paid Training,
: T e oy ey Nurse, for the 7pm.-7am. Vacation, FT / PT. 1-866-
er. Must be available for all shifts!| in Competitive salary The Pampa 483-6490. USWA.
$26,000 per year plus Bonus.| Exc, benefits. Mileage pd. P :
:IDlaans i ) 66 Call Sue Stiles, DON, or News KOYOTE Trucking needs
ease fax resume to 1-866-315- a.pply in person, 901 PO Full-Time flat-bed. truck
4709 Sweetwater St., Wheeler, P' driver. 2 years driving
- Tx., 806-826-1370. SNpG exp. req. 806-665-0984.

TexSCAN Week of s
December 16, 2007
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route
30 machines and candy. All for $9,995

* +1-888-625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

CALL TODAY! GUARANTEED home Christmas
day. Sign-on bonus & benefits. 36-43cpm/$1.20 pm
$0 lease/ Teams needed. Class A+3 months recent OTR
required. Melton Truck Lines, 1-877-258-8782
CDL-ADRIVERS: EXPANDING Fleet offering
Regional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay package
Excellent benefits. Generous hometime. Lease
Purchase on ‘07 Peterbilts. National Carriers,
1-888-707-7729, www.nationalcarriers.com

DRIVER: THE RESPECT you deserve. Get it at

“ Swift! As a truck driver with Swift Transportation,

you can have it all - freedom, stability and outstand-
ing financial rewards.Call us at: 1-866-907-5482
WWW. \mﬁTruLkngohﬂ com. EOE

DRIVER- 0/0’S. NEW pay scale/plus fuel sun:hngc
Company drivers. $5000 signing bonus. Lots drop &

. hmk'(all(mya\l -800-387- IOllauwmlc(m

DRIVERS- UPGRADE TO truck driver. Trammg
available! Possible $40K 1st year! $5000 sign-on

« with | year OTR. Regional/48 state! FFE, Inc

WWW. !Telm com. (‘all l 800 569-9232

POST OFFICE NOW hiring. Average
pay $20/hour or $57K annually including
federal benefits & overtime. Paid training,
vacations. PT/FT. 1-866-918-1182. USWA
Exam/Fee required.

HOMES FOR SALE

BRAND NEW MANUFACTURED and
mobile homes with warranty. Buy it at the
factory for $15,900. Call for information and
color brochures: Factory Expo Home Centers,
1-800-375-1419

HUD HOMES & FORCLOSURES! 4 bed,
2 bath $19,600. 3 bed, 2 bath $12,200. 5 bed,
3 bath $48,640. Won't last! For listing call
1-800-544-6258 Ext. 9847

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

SCOOTERS & POWER WHEELCHAIRS.
Did you know in most cases Medicare, Med-
icaid and Insurance pay 100% of the cost? Call
Melissa or Jon for details. 1-800-606-9860
www.medcaremedicalsupply.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers,
Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance.
Financial aid and computer provided if
qualified. Call 1-866-858-2121, www.
OnlineTidewaterTech.com

ASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

35+ ACRE COLORADO Ranches from
$39,900, call 1-866-OWN-LAND ext. 3034
www.redcreekland.com

150.54 ACRES, 6200 ft. elevation, spectacular
views, electricity, all weather roads. 1 hour east
of Albuquerque/Santa Fe, $89,571. Toll-free 1-
877-797-2624. www.newmexranches.com

NEAR RUIDOSO NEW MEXICO. 140 acres
ranch parcels. Great views of Sierra Blanca
Good horse property. Power & gravel roads
Borders national forest, may split. 1-888-812-
5830. www.swproperties.com

WEST TEXAS, 137+ acres at $295/acre, near
Sanderson. Deer, dove and quail. Seller finance
or TX Vet with 5% down. More available. 1-
866- 286 0l99 WWW, rlnchcnlcrpnsulld com

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statowldo Ad

, NOTICE: Whllcnx)s(advcmxnmrep\mblc wec-mxxgunnmccprodnxuuservmadvmsed We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Dec.
20, 2007:

.'" How you handle yourself this year could

" be far more important than you might
, realize. Others will observe how you
handle yourself under pressure. Your
professional status and your attitude will

" directly impact your finances. You might

* be a touch shocked at some people’s
ideas and reactions. You might be more
difficult or demanding than you realize.
If you are single, you could meet some-
one with ease, though because of your
life, it might take awhile for the relation-

« ship to evolve. If you are attached, you

will be making a mistake by focusing on
work and not your relationship. Careful.
~ TAURUS works well with you.

«* The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll

Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;

~ 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

" ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* %% % The sense of wanting to complete
all your holiday errands might be strong.
. It’s true that time is short, yet you do

. need to rein in your spending. There will

" be a tomorrow. Sometimes a visit or an

-y experience type of gift could mean much

more. Tonight: Off finishing up details,

. details!
~ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

. Yk kk Your personality melts anoth-
" er’s resistances. You have the energy to
tackle whatever you want. Someone

on a domestic level, needs thought. No
matter how you look at it, change is in
the air. Tonight: Private time

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %%k % Aim for what you want. A dis-
cussion might be far more important than
you realize. Don’t get distracted, and
remain - focused. Your focus could be
more pivotal than you are aware of. Flow
with the moment. Tonight: Just don’t be
alone.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% %% Others continue to look to you
as a role model. Right now responsibili-
ties weigh heavily. Listen to what is
being shared by an associate. An opening
might not be forever. Be smart. Tonight:
As late as need be.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%%k % Question what is going on, but
also be willing to assume a more liberal
perspective than in the past. Your ability
to move past a problem earmarks your
actions. Listen well to feedback from a
loved one. Tonight: Put on some holiday
music.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

works.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

%k %kk Others might need to domi-
nate or express their feelings. Ultimately,
you need to realize that it is your call if
you go along or not. Follow your
and you'll land on your feet. Be
that a friend might be reticent or
;‘GUI. Listen, then decide
to do.

ii

i

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* %% What you do and what you
achieve depend on how much-energy you
are willing to put out. You could be very
tired or withdrawn. Understand just how
much you do give and what is needed
here. Tonight: Finish up errands.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% %% Consider rethinking a decision
that involves someone you care about. In
a sense, a child or loved one could be tor-
menting and lovable at the same time.
How you juggle this combo is your call.
Tonight: Don’t forget to hang some
mistletoe!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

*% %% You might want to rethink a
decision that surrounds home and family.
Could you be taking others for granted?
You are in a period in which you are
reviewing the past 10 years. Are you con-
tent with what has gone down? Tonight:
Head on home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

*%%% The words and direction you
choose very much define your long-term
goals. A friendship could become very
important to you in the next few months.
Don’t take someone for granted. Tonight:
Take time to chat and catch up on some-
one's news.

BORN TODAY

R&B singer Jolo (1990), tire magnet
Harvey Firestone (1868), director
George Roy Hill (1921)

LA A J

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com.
© 2007 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

train & certify competi-
tive pay, shift differential.
Apply in peson, 1000 S.
Kiowa, Wheeler, TX. See

at W-B Supply Co,, 111
Naida St, PO Drawer
2479, Pampa. EOE.

Donna Cox DON or An- woU nJ
gie Kincannon ADON &)B}&}[
el et
Looking for
Shop & Production
g Labor
INNOVATIVE Immediate Openings
STAFFING w/ 48+ hours / week
SOLUTIONS, LLC Wages based on exp.
WE NEED YOUR Apply in person
SKILLS 100 N. Price Rd.
Pampa
IT SUPPORT

JANITOR- full & part-
time job. No experience

This position is part
time. Large plant,

o : needed, will train. To ap-
Gros oppoctinity | v call. 6652667,
SALES/OFEICE NEED Office Assistant.
MANAGER Apply at 800 N. Nelson,
Salary plus Mon.-Fri., 8am.-6pm. No
commissions phone calls please.

NEED handyman for dif-
ferent properties. Plumb-
ing a plus! Must have
own tools & transporta-
tion. Apply at 800 N. Nel-

HOUSE PARENT
Rotating shifts
Over time available

CALL TODAY son, Mon.-Fri., 8am.-6pm.
806.665.2991 No phone calls please.
Pampa, Texas

NEEDED: RN-16 hrs. on
weekends, Fri. & Sat
10:30pm-7am. 537-3194.
St. Ann’s Nursing Home.
Would consider 2 RN's
alternating weekends.

Apply online @
www.issllc.com
Never a fee to the
applicant
EOE

POTTER TRUCKING, INC.
DUMAS, BORGER, PAMPA, TEXAS
AREAS
Equal Opportunity Employer
Call 806-935-6385 for Application

**$14 / hr Plus for Experienced Qualified Drivers
**Retirement Paid

**Vacations

**Health Ins., Dental, Vision, Disability, Life,
Partial Insurance Paid on Wife and Children
**DOT Medical, Uniforms

**Home Every Night

**YOU MUST HAVE

**CDL W/ Hazmat and Tanker

**Good Driving Record

**Previous Employment Record

**Clear Drug & Alcohol Record

**DOT Physical

o e L

e
21 ﬂﬂ Wanted

PART-TIME  Provider
needed for Pampa pa-
tients. Above average

y. Nurses By Prescrip-
tion, 806-355-1899.
NEEDED: Either FT 3-11
LVN or CMA. Exc. bene-
fits avail. A Christian and
family oriented environ-
ment. St. Ann's Nursing
Home, 537-3194,

e —————
49 Pools/Hot Tubs
R

HOT TUB
HOLIDAY SPECIAL
All new Loaded,
Therapeutic, Spas
Lifetime Warranty
Starting at $2900.00
806-677-0400

50B Suppl.

White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

60 Household

e —
HOLIDAY MATTRESS
SPECIAL
Mattress Set
w/4" pillow-top
Q-$399, K-$459
20 yr. war. Free Layaway
806-677-0400

USED Clothes Dryers for
sale. Guaranteed. $50-
$100. Call 662-7557.

69 Misc.
B e
ADVERTISING Materi-

LARGE & small wood
desks, chests, beds. Re-
frigerator $175. Much
more! Sat. 10-5, Red
Bamn, 1420 S. Bames,
665-2767.

LIGHTED Christmas Vil-
lage. All or part for sale.
See in window at 119 S.
Cuyler. 662-7557.

2 SEATER Go Kart, like
new Bio Force home
gym, very new Hot
Springs hot tub. Just in
time for Christmas! Call
440-4072 for more info.

75 Feeds/Seeds

BLUE STEM
GRASS HAY FOR SALE
806-883-2152

R — N
80 Pets & Snnl.

FREE to good home black
female lab mix. Prefer
country home. Call 440-
5299 after 7pm
Doberman Puppies
For Sale
Call 662-4494 or
664-3318
R A

%FumAﬁ

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any
preference, limitation, or
discrim. nation  because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin,
or intention, to make any
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination."
Stnc law Alno forbids

tion of the law. All per-
sons are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW

12-19 CRYPTOQUOTE

DCFGWUIJKX

LWXCDIW
Yesterday’s C

A POLITICIAN

MIGHT BE BETTER TO CHANGE

— DOUG LARSON

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc.
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

JO URD LKOU

QKHDNZFI HDWQKX HRIGR
BKF GWX FOD UK GRWXTD
URD ‘NENIC. < “RXBIOoER

oquote: INSTEAD OF GIVING
KEYS TO THE CITY, IT

ingle letters,

THE LOCKS..

R

B
96 Unfurn. Aﬁ

LAKEVIEW Apt. 1 & 2

bdr. unfurn. apt. Call for

availability. References &

deposit req. 669-4386
New Year,

New Apt. Home
Caprock Apts. now rent-
ing 1, 2 and 3 BR apts.
Starting at $390. Balco-
nies / Patios, on site laun-
dry. 2&3 Bdrm apts have
W/D hook-ups, beautiful
grounds. 665-7149.

NEWLY

RENOVATED!

No dep. or fees Rent starts
at $400. 1 &2 bdrms.
817-789-0644

or 817-422-7727
Best Quality in Pampa!
NUMEROUS Houses,
Apts., Duplexes & Com-
mercial properties thru-
out Pampa for rent. Call
665-1875 or 665-4274.

PAMPA
MANOR

SENIORS OR DISABLED
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
W/D CONNECTIONS

.Q 2700 N. HOBART

THE Schneider House,
now leasing apts. Seniors
or disabled, utilities in-
cluded. Stop by 120 S.
Russell or call 665-0415.

99 Stor. B

TUMBLEWEED Acres,
self storage units. Various
sizes. 665-0079, 665-
2450.

e
102 Bus. Rent. m

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841.

DOWNTOWN office
space for rent. Utilities &
cleaning service provided.
Ample parking. 669-6823.

S L — G A
103 Homes For Sale
M P BV S

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty
665-3560, 440-2314
669-0007

1505 N. Nelson, Br, 3/2/2,
1843 sq. ft., fpl, 8x12 stor.
bldg, 12x18 shop. 806-
665-1519, 806-683-8907.

FOR Sale By Owner, 2
, 1 ba,, 2 living areas.
I will finance. Call 806-
379-6919.

HIGHEST CASH PAID
FOR HOUSES!
CALL 665-1875

LRG. 1 bdr. house. $1000
down, $300 mo. 1416 E.
Browning. Call 662-7557.

B

MOVE In Ready! 3 bdr,,
1.75 ba., 1682 sq. ft. Fire-
place, all appliances, lots
of storage, double garage.
New roof. Nice neighbor-
hood. 1818 Evergreen.
Call 662-2029 for more
information.

OWNER FINANCE
Low Down &
Payment

1333 Garland
3 bdr.,

313 Miami
2 bdr.,

341 Miami
Jor4bd.

Habla Espanol
Call Joe
806-336-1740

Owner Finance!
1018 Duncan
1333 Garland

both 2 bdr., 1 ba.

Bad Credit Ok!

EZ Terms
665-4595

105 A

H

4 acres for rent or lease.
Perfect for animals
or equipment storage.

Call 664-2655 or


http://www.nationalcarriers.com
http://www.SwiftTnickingJobs.com
http://www.acal.com
http://www.ffeinc.com
http://www.medcaremedicalsupply.com
http://www.redcreekland.com
http://www.newmexranches.com
http://www.swproperties.com
http://www.ranchenterprisetltd.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
http://www.jacquelincbigar.ooin
http://www.premie
http://www.issllc.com
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House plans vote to stave off expansion of alternative tax

WASHINGTON (AP) — After agonizing for
weeks, the House planned to vote Wednesday on
legislation that would protect more than 20 mil-
lion people from seeing their tax bill balloon this
year as a result of the dreaded altemative mini-
mum tax.

One of Congress’ last acts before it closes
shop for the year, passage of the bill providing a
one-year stay on growth of the AMT was a polit-
ical must: Neither party wanted to leave
Washington taking blame for a tax increase,
averaging $2,000 a person, that would affect mil-
lions, House passage would send the bill to
President Bush.

Workshop———

The last-minute nature of the vote on the AMT
fix resulted from a fundamental difference
between the House and Senate. House
Democrats had insisted that the $50 billion in tax
relief resulting from the one-year fix must be
paid for by an equivalent amount of revenue
elsewhere, mainly by closing a loophole on off-
shore tax havens.

Senate Republicans, however, have blocked
the Senate from taking up legislation that
includes a tax increase, and Bush threatened to
veto any bill that raised taxes.

On Tuesday night the Senate for a second time
rejected the House-backed approach of a paid-

Kay Crouch, from left, Carol Peet, Madeline Gawthrop and Sarah Crim, all
Pampa Art Club members, recently attended a three-day watercolor workshop
with Chuck Danford, center. Danford, of Denver, Colo., demonstrated at the
workshop how to pour paint to create backgrounds and how to splatter paint
to create detail. The Pampa Art Club artists will show what they learned from
the workshop at the club’s next Tea and Art Exhibit in May.

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Enticing shop-
pers back into the department store where
the deadliest mall shooting in U.S. histo-
ry took place is the delicate task now fac-
ing Von Maur employees.

The apparel store decided to reopen its
Omaha location on Thursday — 15 days
after a 19-year-old gunman fatally
wounded eight people and killed himself
at one of its outlets in the Westroads Mall.

Many customers and employees say
they're ready, but company officials
know that some may question the deci-
sion. “There’s no perfect answer in a sit-
uation like this, and there is no roadmap,”
said Von Maur spokeswoman Megan
Hakes.

Customer Rachael Henderson, who
was at the mall when the shooting hap-
pened, plans to go to the store’s reopen-
ing, but just for a quick trip to exchange a
purse and perhaps visit her uncle, who
works there.

“I’'m going to go to the first floor to the
purses, and then if my uncle is working
I'll go up to the second floor,” said
Henderson, 33. “I don’t know about the

Omabha store to get back to business

third floor.”

Most of the people Robert Hawkins
shot with an AK-47 on Dec. 5 were on the
third floor of the store. Von Maur officials
said that floor would be reopen along
with the rest of the store.

The shooting and resulting closings of
Westroads and Von Maur happened at the
height of the holiday shopping season.
But Hakes said the shooting’s effects on
profits were the “furthest thing from our
minds.”

Crisis communications expert Joe
Marconi said Von Maur should acknowl-
edge what happened in the store — as the
company plans to do with a brief ceremo-
ny before opening — but shouldn’t dwell
on it.

“Let’s not pretend it didn’t happen, but
let’s also go on living our lives for the liv-
ing,” said Marconi, who wrote “Crisis
Marketing: When Bad Things Happen to
Good Companies.”

Westroads Mall reopened Dec. 8 and
mall manager Jim Sadler said the number
of shoppers in the days since has been
similar to last year’s holiday rush.

for AMT bill. The House Democratic leadership,
which was committed to paying for the tax relief,
had asked the Senate to make one last stab at the
issue. The Senate vote was 48-46 for the House
bill, 12 short of the 60 needed to approve it.

With that vote, the House had no choice but to
take up the Senate bill, which shields some 21
million taxpayers without a means to cover the
cost to the Treasury.

“Let me be clear, there is no disagreement
between Republicans and Democrats over pro-
tecting the middle class from the AMT,” House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md., said. “The
question is, will we do so responsibly or charge

tens of billions of dollars to our grandchildren?”

The AMT was created in 1969 to make sure
that a small group of very rich people did not
totally avoid paying taxes. But the tax, which
applies more stringent rules for using deductions
in calculating tax obligations, was never adjusted
for inflation, and every year more middle- and
upper-middle-level income people are hit by the
tax.

Congress has responded by passing annual
fixes, or patches, to keep the AMT from affecting
more people. Without a fix, taxpayers subject to
the tax could grow from 4 million in 2006 to 25
million this year.

MY SOCIAL SECURITY # IS
|

457-55-2462

I'm Todd Davis, CEO of LifeLock,
and this really is my social security number.*
I'm here just to prove how safe your iden-
tity can be with LifeLock. All of us, no matter
how careful, can become victims of iden-
tity theft. In fact, every three seconds another
identity is stolen.

Do you ever worry about identity theft? If so,
it's time you got to know LifeLock. We work to
stop identity theft before it happens. We're so
confident, we back our clients with a $1 million
dollar guarantee. If for any reason you fall victim
to identity theft, we will spend up to $1 million to
hire the finest professionals to repair the damage
and restore your good name. Period.

Security, peace of mind, protection-that's
what LifeLock provides, along with the
added bonus of reduced junk mail
and pre-approved credit card offers.
Normallyit'sjust$10amonth, butnow
you can try us free for 30 days. Protect
yourself, yourfamily andallyou've workedfor
Guarantee your good name today.

Here's what LifeLock offers you:

* Proactive Identity Theft
Protection

* Reduced Junk Mail
* Reduced Credit Card Offers
* $1 Million Guarantee

30 DAYS
FREE

Call Today
888-215-1325

Guarantee Your Good Name

*Do not share your Social Securfty Number o personal information unnecessarty |

Pets Of t h e we e k ® @ ® sponsored by The Pampa News

Pictures Of All The Animals Can Be Viewed In The Window Of The Shelter Office 24 Hours A Day

DEXTER... is a male Border Collie mix. He'll be
wonderful companion for a single person or a loving
family. Dexter will fill your life with love and smiles!

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A
“FOREVER FRIEND”
VISIT US TODAY!

HOURS

MONDAY-FRIDAY 12 NOON - 5 PM

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 3 PM - 5 PM

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THESE PETS OR ANY OTHER
CONTACT THE ANIMAL SHELTER AT 669-5775 OR COME BY THE SHELTER AT HOBART STREET PARK
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Pampa High School+ 111 E. Harvester Pampa, TX 79065

Flex scheduling
discussed, deiails
being formed

Prestigious organization
continually raises standards

Club celebrates new members at induction

A prestigious honor was placed on 22 students
on Oct. 29, when they were inducted into the Nation-
al Honar Society (NHS).

“Approximately 30 students applied to be in
NHS," NHS faculty advisor Jan-
ice Porter said.

Inteflectual
thought:
National
Honor Soci-
ety inductees
Juniors
Brenna
Albracht,
Déana Mach-
elay and
Chandier
Talley so
clalize with
NHS pres
deral sernvor
Kristen
Dunen after
the ltrzl"ll'-
Iew
surprised to
hear the re-
quirements
[of Nu-
ticmal Horor
Soctety].”
Albracht
said. “But |
can? sadl
to reprasent
sy sohooy in
acodemics.”

nity service in the fall semester, and 15 hours in the
spring semester.

“I was surprised to hear the requirements,” junior
Brenna Albracht said. “But I can't wait to represent
my school in academics.”

Since NHS was founded in the 1929-1930 school
year, the standards have continually been raised.

“At first you had to be in

juniors.

said. “In the 1970s you had to
have a 90 average, and in the

the top 25% of the class and
Out of those 30 only 22 t P o
th : Avis and 18 have an 85 average,” Porter
R ;l ‘vorked really hard

“It's cool because I didn't g2t thpguoh my academic €a- wpring of 2001 it was changed

in last year,” senior Jesse Finney

said. “I worked really hard toget reer. [National Honor So- "*Jxviuee

in it this year."

have moti-

To join NHS students must CIELY] I8 just a testament to vated NHS applicants to work

b!nitll-rl—ioraljnnia.m
have an average of 94% (3.4 .
GPA), be of good character,

harder then ever.

22

complete 20 hours of commu-

-+

through
Finney said. “This is just a tes-
tament to that.” (M

Kasiegny Lsalings.

At the end of the 2006-2007 school year the administration
proposed a program called flex scheduling, in which the high
school would offer classes during the evenings. The basic idea of
the program is to help students receive their education during a
time that may be convenient for them.

The details are still vague about the flex scheduling, but ad-
ministration is looking at the program under a microscope.,

“I's in its infant stage,” asgistant principal Dale Ammons said.
“It’s a concept we are working on.”

So far, the administration isn’t sure when or how these classes
are beginning, but they are guessing early in the evening.

“Classes in the evenings are thought to be held from around
five o'clock to about seven or eight o'clock,” Ammons said. “We

will probably be offering core classes to get credit for graduation.”

Although flex stheduling isn't taking place during this point in
time, it could be possible in the close future.

“I don't know when flex scheduling is going to begin,” Am-
mons =aid. “But we are trying to identify students who need this
program and encourage them to pursue the program instead of
dropping out.”

People who have a job after school may have problems re-
membering to study or do their homework.

“It’s really hard to remember homework when you have to
work right after school,” freshman Ciera Cook said.

Some students feel as if they are not giving their full potential
in the morming unlike they do in the afternoon classes.

“My morning classes are 80 hard to concentrate in,” senior
Morgan Reagan said. “T'm not a moming person and I'm usually
tired.”

With every new concept there are disadvantages, but students
disagree.

“I really can’t think of any [disadvantages],” Reagan said. “1
don't think flex scheduling would hurt anything.”

Students think that there are little, if any, disadvantages to flex
scheduling.

“I don't see anything wrong with [flex schedulel,” Cook said.
“Peaple can have a job and still have time for education.”

Teachers also agree that flex scheduling is a good idea.

“It sounds really good,” English teacher Kyle Haenisch said.
“If my schedule was changed a bit, I would be willing to teach night
courses.”

Flex scheduling wasn't just an idea; administration has been
brainstorming ideas from other schools in our

“We are actually modeling after Palo Duro High, who has a
full-time staff just for their evening system,” Ammons said.

Administration thinks that flex scheduling will help education
and keep students in school.

"We wouldn’t think about the program if it didnt raise the
level of student achievement,” Ammons said.

-+



-

e
N

‘Dec. 18, 2007

Pep talk: Girls' soccer ends practice with
words from coaches John True and Trent Da-

vis. See pg. 8

Moment's Notice

Off her feet: Robin Fernuik and
Matt Smith, dancers for “Cinder-

ella.” See pg. 7

Semester exams

are Wed., Thurs.
) Odd periods are on
i Wednesday, and even periods
are on Thursday.
ist/and: 8:00 - 9:05
grd/4th: 9:15 - 10:25
sth/8th: 10:30 - 11-:40
7th/6th: 11:50 - 12:55
*Notice 6th and 8th are
switched to allow upperclass-
men to finish early.

.F-

bul kilis young
cancer patient’s
Shetiand pony

A Shetland pony was
given to a 4-year-old cancer
patient as a Make-A-Wish
gift. The pony was attacked
and killed in Gray County by
two pit bulls on Oct. 22. The -
pit bulls were put down, and
| charges are being consid-
| ered.

e, thepampaiifags .com

Wildfires engulf

Sovuthern Callfornia

300,000 acres were
burned in Simi Valley in
Ventura County, San Ber-
nardino County, and San Di-
ego County.

Nearly 8,900 firefighters
battled 18 blazes in Southem
California.

' The fires have destroyed
more than 1,000 homes and
have killed at least 14.

UL CTIA. IR

Halloween Boogie: Band members get their groove on at the annual
Halloween dance.

Unigque technigque for

Student group serves the local community

S or r

1 Although ASTRA has started
' late, they already have mulitple

ASTRA is holding parties for
the sheltered workshop, which is
a place for mentally challenged
people to go. They are also help-
ing with the Children’s Shop-

The Altrusa Fashion Show is
also on the agenda, where all of
the members in ASTRA go some-
where and model clothes from
that place. The store donates the

some of the money to Make-A-
Wish.”

ASTRA does not have set
dates for anything. When the
board members decide to have

"lon’t drink a lot
of caffeine because
I’ll get fat. Even
though I’'m not in
sports anymore,
it’ll bloat
me up. 'm
the kind of
girl that’s
worried
about my

shape, so
I don’t

riniB9

AMANDA

HARKINS,
junior, about
how caffeine
isn't a major
part of her diet

as doing it
enlwasa

minor. Now

that I'm legal I

don’t feel that

I should ha

ever startets ,

JANE DOE, senior, of her

tobacco use “Note: name
has been changed to protect
minor See page §

“eat kids up

for Ashley in
the third grade.
They made fun
of her because

she had no h”

activites planned for this year. ping Tour and doing Hearts for clothes, and at the show they sell meetings they put up posters,
“Things are less put together Homes. them for half price. The money “We have meetings for board
this year,” vice-president Ber- “Hearts for Homes is where goes to ASTRA for their projects. members,” Millikan said. “After
nardo Casanova said. "We got we build homes for people who “We are talking about paint- those meetings, we decide to have
started really late, and it's pretty need help,” junior rep. Nick Mil- ing a new mural with the money,” meetings for everyone else in AS-
difficult.” likan said. Millikan said. “We will also send TRA" Iy
* Daily Lunch
The Package Store dittle \Harvester s'“l'.'h
UPS DHL Do you have sidlis in writing, pholography
FEDEX USPS design or business management? The LH ; Best Burgers In .
. . is looking for dedicated students willing own
Packaging and Moving Supplies to put in after-school hours this and next oC
A Wide Variety of Greeting Cards year. Come by room 201 for more info. atering
Thenks, Shelby:
Gift Items Services Get wall socr:,rvw herve our support| * Parties
*Candles *Color Copying SR * Meetings
*Purses *Notary * ofe.
Gn Bllkﬁs Qmm“ H](‘t)g GRILL
*Floral Decor oPublic Fax Thank you for the tremendous support for the
eHome Decor SWikdtars §inion Children's Shopping Tour 2007 by the follow- Hwy 60
*Christian Jewelry ing Pampa High School Organizations: Pampa TX
*Foochall *Soccer
806-665-6300 *Girks & Boys Raskerhall *Cheirleaders (‘“) 683-J0ES
3 *ASTRA *and others fiam-
1538 N. Hobart e AR g
We could mot do it without you! Monday-Saturday
not t you
thepackagestore @sbcglobal.net Judy Warner & Kervick Horton
Public Fax: 806-665-6301 Co-Chairs
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L Staff Editorial

Scheduling
idea not yet
executed

When the idea of flex
scheduling was proposed last
year, many students looked
forward to its arrival. Howev-
er, flex scheduling has not yet
been executed. Flex scheduling
is a set of times when students
can come been the relative
hours of five and 8 p.m. and
take classes at the high school.
The implementation of flex
scheduling would have allowed
students to graduate earlier,
and flex scheduling would help
students who failed classes to
make them up mare quickly in
order to graduate.

Flex scheduling would aid
those who are very tired in the
morning and elect to take eve-
ning classes. It would also help
students who are close to drop-
ping out to graduate on time.
Also, many students work
where the main open hours are
during the school day. For those
in need of economic assistance,
students would be able to take
classes during the evening to
optimize their working hours.
Overall, flex scheduling would
greatly benefit all students.

In contrast, flex schedul-
ing allows for students to be
catered to and gives them the
sense that everything in life
should be at their convenience,
Many staff members believe
that flex scheduling spoon
feeds students and doesn’t
teach them the concept of re-
sponsibility. Operating the flex
scheduling program would also
cost mare because more teach-
some teachers would probably
be comfortable with teaching a
couple of nights a week, a ma-
jority of them would become
tired or overwhelmed. A sepa-
rate night staff would be opti-
mal.

Overall, flex scheduling
would give students a variety of
learning times and would con-
tour to their lifestyles to help
increase knowledge. 4

In columns and eiters do mol

Time s
infinite. Therefore, on the
other hand, time is shaort. You're time is
up. We're running out of ime. Time is a mystery
to all of us. The amounts we have are always in question
We could have enough 10 zip up a jacket, or we could have
enough to rebuild the Tower of Babel
I personally hate time. Time has been a cruel mistress to me. But it's
there for a reason. Infinity would be much duller. Stll, | hate it. [ hate it with
every fiber of my being. Time is supposed to be constant, and in a scientific
sense. But in a different light, time is never the same. Minutes seem like hours one
second, then seconds seem like minutes some days
Sometimes it feels like one’s waiting for forever. Waiting on the world to change
The only thing that’s changed over ime is the way we look and how we fight in wars
A knight with a lance evolved into a soldier with a high-powered assault nfle and a set
of hand grenades. People wearing puffy purple robes changed into the modem Hollister
swealtshirts and bondage pants from Hot Topic
Time is merely an illusion, something set up to make us adhere to a schedule and
make us organized. Some obviously benevolent force set it up just to watch us run
around likeé rats in & maze trying to find cheese
Don't even get me started on Daylight Savings Time, the world's way of making
everyone angry. It comes twice a year to put 8 wrench in the gears of things. It just
strolls on up and says, “Hey, I'm gonna screw your day up.™
Think of how much time you wasted reading thas. It must est away at
you, what you could ve been doing instead of reading my editorial. You
ing, “Hey, | could’ve read that nifty article on cafTeine.”
d"ve' 1 8 shower. YoU could™ve wiitten a sonnet.

Student
discovers
fimeinits
infinite
waste

Timmy's
Troubles

Txjery ARhoades.
L Editor’'s Desk

In this issue, the topic of flex scheduling was OL{;’ con
very controversial among staff members. We were
split for several reasons. However, more troubling
than that was a comment a senior on staff made.
He said, “We're seniors. We don't care.”

This attitude is my pet peeve. As a school,
we see senijors as honorable, since they are given
multiple privileges. They get out periods, and the
majority of them enroll in non-core classes as a
means to lessen overall effort.

Several times, I've heard fellow Juniors speak
of how "easy” their senior year will be.

I believe the senior year should be a student’s
hardest year. Theoretically, a student’s currico-
lum should increase in difficulty as the student
progresses through his/her school years. That is
not the case at Pampa High School. A student’s se-
nior year should ultimately be preparing them for
college, and, thus, should be the most challenging
and time consuming year. -

Contrary to popular belief, we are doing our
seniors a disservice by enabling them to slack off
during their most important year.

If seniors are meeting their graduation re-
quirements this quickly, then those requirements
should be upped. There is no reason for a student
to have an out-period. Ly

LET
THE® gamE
(o # )
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Story of coffee

abuse shared,
advice given

.

O o In-

I've been regularly using
caffeine, specifically coffee,
for nearly seven years. | nev-
er thought much of it when |
began drinking a solitary cup
of coffee every morning. It
seemed normal, and I felt old-
er and more mature because
adults notoriously drink cof-
fee

Through junior high, it
was nothing more than an in-
nocent, mild cup of coffee.
However, when | began at-
tending high school, every-
day challenges and stresses
became too much to handle
without the aid of caffeine,

As a freshman, caffeine
became increasingly neces-
gary as | adjusted to the daily
demands of newspaper, home-
work, and other extracurricu-
lar activithes

[ began to experience feel-
ings of dependence and would
regularty look forward to its
consumption. My drink of
choioe was coffee and all of its
variants. From caramel machi-
attos to lattes, coffee became
very important.

My increased consump-
tion in caffeine was easily
justifiable. Almost every high
school student drinks sodas
regularly and the majority of
my friends were caffeine fiends
as well, During my sopho-
more vear, caffeine was eas-
ily acoessed since I had a car.
Grabbing a cup of coffee after
school was easily rationalized
in my mind.

Toward the end of my
sophomore year, 1 became
extremely stressed due to
newspaper, a wedding 1 par-
'.l('lp.lh'll in, and RCMN\] end-
of-the-vear activities. One d&’)’,
I had a caffeine binge and had
nearly seven servings of caf-
feine. | drank caffeine to stay
awake and clarify my think-
ing; however, it kept me awake
and prevented me from being
fully alert the next day. The
next day, | felt extremely sick.
I'm surprised | even made it
to school. In addition to an
incurable headache, 1 didn't
want to eat for quite some
time. I drank lots of water and
flushed a lot of caffeine out of
my system.

Currently, 1 drink 1-2 caf-
feinated beverages on an av-
erage day. Although it may
sound cliche, I definitely ad-
vise strongly against drinking
any type of caffeine, Its advan-
tages do not outweigh its un-
healthy downfalls. ™

L. Caffeine craze cmon adolescents
Caffeine health, prevalence, addiction

Caffeine rates dramatically
increase among adolescents,
leading to unhealthy youth

8. Twist on your topper.

Stwxx. One ring. Infinite possibifities.

N G v




Students |
share thoughts on addictive drug|

Hard habit to break

1820 N. BANKS ST
PAMPA, TEXAS 70088
(B08) Bas-8171
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Bib mmao
Worship 1030 & 6:00
Al youth welcome
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Long Road out of Eden
This album s chock full of ol
those savvy tunes (hat made
fall im love with The Fagles fn
the lint place. This hew mate-
il s the st in 28 yooms, and

1 ol 1ot o posst

When | first heard of the movie “The Golden Compass,”
it appeared to be just another fantasy film in the vein of
Lord of the Rings or something. Then I heard about the
controversy surrounding the film, and my curiosity could
not stand it any longer. | had to see what the commotion
was about.

This film is incredible. There is no other word for it.
Sheer brilliance. The start of the movie is incredibly in-
volved, leaving the viewer at the edge of their seat through-
out. The story of Lyra is very similar toother fantasy epics.
She is the “girl from the prophecy” who sets out to save the
world from the authority of the Magisterium, a powerful
organization that tells people what to do, under the guise
that they are helping people who otherwise could not help
themselves. Lyra is also one of the only characters in the
film who can read the alethiometer, the centerpoint of the

Movie Review: The Golden Compass

Needle is pointing in right direction for movie
New film displays exquisite creativity, despite controversy

whole film. An alethiometer, otherwise known as a golden
epnnpm,hadevheundmteﬂhemnhhamlddliea.
Lyra's uncle, Asriel, has discovered a parallel world far to
the north, and without the Magisterium knowing has tak-

en a trip to discover it. Lyra makes her way north as well,
and discovers new places such as the bear king palace, and
a lab where children are taken to have their dasemons sev-

ered from them. Every child has a dacmon, which is the
child’s soul in animal form that follows them wherever
they go. Epic battles keep the movie very interesting, and
the plot is a fresh new twist on an old cliche. The action is
extremely intense.

The controversy this film has caused is emormous.
Many people belicve that the film shows anti-church lean-
ings, and wants to steer children away from God. True,
the books do mention a church instead of the Magisterium,
but the movic shows no discrimination or hatred against
any church or religion. In a recent issuc of Entertainment
Weekly, Nicole Kidman, a devout catholic, stated that she
agreed to star in the film on the notion that the movice is

* not anti-catholic, and she wouldn't have starred in the film

had it been so.

With that in mind, The Golden Compass is a fantastic
movie. The plot will keep you entwined throughout, and
the end shows a leaning towards the obvious sequels that
will be made. You can bet that they will nutdj-ppuint.l"
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Well Equipped. Well Trained. Well Worth it

Start your hobby today!
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L Movie Review: Saw |V

Latest Saw flick continues
legacy of unbridied terror,
mutilation sure to leave
auvdience breathless

n
Co-Editor{!

)
Whether it was Grease
or Beauty and the Beast, the
annual choir production is
something | always an-

occasionally lacking in central,
dominant action, the overall
choreography was smooth and
timely in conjunction with the
music.
Although

the chorus

Choir production shows to be perfect fit

seemed stretched to their vocal
range’s Hmit, yvet not beyond
it. Overall, the chorus needed
more exposure; they seemed
least important in the produc-
tion. However, Chandler Tal-

ley and Will McKay were

ticipate, With this year's

“Hello, everyone. | want
o play a game.”

Saw [V follows the sto-
ry of a SWAT commander,
called Riggs, (Lyng Bemt)
thrown imo one of Jigsaw’s
(Tobin Bedl) games, this ime
spanming  throeghowt  the

whole aity. The path he lakes

15 nddied with victims, and
only 90 munutes keeps him
between salvabion and death
Twasts and trns lurk around
every comer, and the movie
ends with an absolulely n
drculows chithanger th will
be sure W leave lans good
and pumped ’

Since the Saw series be-
came popular, more [amous
actors began 10 “play the
games,” so the acting is much
more realistic to whit is hap-
pening W the vicims, ani
the soenery depicts Jigsaw's
dark ideas perfectly. The
traps are the most brutal by
far, anc) s0me are even worse
than the needle pit in Saw 11
Imagine blades o the face,
chasns around vour neck, and

vanous ways of disermbowed
ing victims. To fans of fran-
chises such as Silent Hill and
Resident” Bvil, it’s a dream
come true

But the big question on
everyone's mind 1= “Who's
the new Jigsaw?” As close
fans of the series already
know, Jigsaw and his appren
tee, Amanda, are dead. So,
who 18 setting up the traps”
Strap your socks on, because
they will be blown off of your
fect

Director Darren  Bous
man sad on OfficialSaw.com,
“I'm excited and honored 10O
be part of sch an amazing
franchise that keeps on tick-
ng”

Saw IV is rated R, =0
sorry, underclassmen. Unless
YOU Cin CoNVINCE YOur par-
ents 1o go 10 a massive gore-
fest, you can't po. |y

Cinderella they've really
outdone themselves.
For starters, the
~ casting was im ble.
The chemistry of Brenna
Albracht, Jacee Villar-
eal, and Diana Mechelay
brought the story-line to
life, being reminiscent
of the bouncy dialogue
between Aaron Pepper
and Michael Foreman

quite surprising in the
maturity of their voices;
I hope to listen to them
again in the near future.
4 The set_and back

“drops” Were  positiveh
regal. The mood and at
mosphere was perfoctly
magical and lent  fan
tastic undertones  that
greatly contributed to the
musical’s success. Acting
was  well-rehearsed

yel

during kst year's Beau-

ty and the Beast. Not only
was the dialogue between this
year's characters exceptional,
but also worth comment was
the choreography. Although
the stage seemed cluttered and

seemed weak in contrast to the
primary characters, the song
selection was crafty and bright
and highlighted its stron-
gest, mast sophisticated sing-
ers. The primary characters

felt authentic
Overall, the musical
was enthralling, enjoyable,
and nearly flawless, being nev-
er a surprise from the choir
department. |

Besration by Ketho Crowsdt

Heard-Jones

114 . Cayler

HAMBURGER OR CHEESEBURGER
AND MEDIUM DRINK
$2.99
MUST PRESENT COUPON
LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON

PO. Box 341
Pampa, TX 79065
Phone: (806) 248-9006
Fax: (806) 665-3462

Web Site:
wWWW.Crossministrics nct

Steve Thomas
President

" Ministries

DR. Mark W. Ford, JR.
DR. Nathan L. Lester
Doctors of Chiropractic

Ford Family Chiropractic
Rehabilitation & Wellness Center
103 E. 28th Ave.

Pampa, TX.- 79065

(806) $65-7261

www fordfamilychiropractic.com

EF Education Tours
Experienced Gniup Leader

Mrs. Wanetta Hill
Discover the World

Contact me for information about my 2009 Tour of

Burope

17 day tour 10 England, France, Germany, Switzerland,
and ltaly

:“";‘;"‘ Fat Ron‘s 5;;;’; o‘o . . » . .
Sapm Y13 W. Foster The Coffee Shop
220 N. Cuyler
STUDENT Pampa Texas, 79065'
SPECIAL R06-665-2999
Footbnsga ggun Dog by oot 40 Mlmmmm
! Fridey 700 - 1000pm o0
Call Your Order in 663-0702 Rtwky 70k £00pm .

wanetta, hill @ pampaisd. net
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Pinned down
Wrestling ready
for competition

g | uiard

The Harvester wrestling team has united togeth-
er and created an effective coalition ready to com-
pete in this year's wrestling season.

“We have a team roster of around 27 wrestlers
this year,” head wrestling coach Chad Dunham said.
“These students have competed very well so far in
the year.”

The wrestling team has competed in five meets
so far and junior Jeremy Maxwell has gone 12-1 in
his weight class of 160 Ibs, and sophomore Steven
Botello has only lost 2 out of 12 of his matches in the

HI’V

Kicking .
& screaq ming promise fut

of weight class 135 Ibs .

“We have a lot more people who want to wrestle
and we are prepared mentally as well as physically
for the oppaosition,” Botello said. “The practices are
more intense with a lot more conditioning and en-
durance drills that are helping us improve daily.”

Practices have been moved from the no-lon-
ger-existing small girl's gym to the turf room in Val
Halla, and the transitipn has not seemed to be prob-
lematic.

“The location change has not really affected
practice performance or hindered any of our hours,”
parent liason Carlos Regalado said. “There is noth-
ing really different from our move and we have the
turf room booked from 4-7:30.”

The wrestling program as a whole has been
renovated from the ground up from new coaching
to new location. With more intense practices and a
group effort from every coach, the wrestling team is
starting off on a great foot

“All of the coaches have been fantastic with
helping with drills and other exercises.” Dunham
said. “Our team is young with most of the experience
on two of our returning contenders, and with all the
help and cooperation from coaching we should do
great this season.” Iy

Fall tennis players grow
close, finish successful
fourth out of district

The fall tennis seasaon
lee ) ings has come and gone, but
ytath Writer several students found it to

be a decent year. Students
agree the coach Sara Corse has made a positive impact on
the team. Senior Megan Barnett thinks that this semester
of tennis has been successful.

“I think we did okay, but at the end we didn't pull
through quite as well as we wanted,” Barnett said. “But the
important thing is we learned a lot.”

Other tennis students thought that more could have
been accomplished, but agreed that it was still a fun sea-
son.

*I felt like I could have been better,” sophomore Ryan
Conner said. “But I really enjoved being around friends
and the coach.”

Sophomore Robin Fernuik believes that having friends
on the team really makes the team closer and even better.

“I like how at the tournaments we all just supported
each other,” Fernuik said.

Coach Sara Corse thinks that the tennis team had good
times and bad times, but they finished the season off pretty
well.

“We did all right, but there were games we could have
won that we didn't,” Corse said. “In the end, we finished
fourth overall, so that was decent.” I

“Tome of the original |
RIOT Shirt

*

665-2631 104 S. Cuyler

* Letterman jackets in stock
* Patches for jackets
* Underarmopr Cold Gear

Express yourself with Custom T-Shirts! |

Helmes T-Shirts only $5

The L

Taking possession”: Senior David Soto atempfs fo steal
the bal during an afferschool procfice. To menioly
prepave for games, Soto does something commaon 10
many ofthietes. *! st ond (Eten fo music,” Soto soid. *)
fry ta concenirale on things | need fo wark on.”

JOI |

Changes to soccer

Havlegay Aejatiin:

The soccer ssason is on its

ure success

changes becoming things they
need to work on.

“This year I'm starting de-
fense,” Day said. “I have to work
on the entire aspect of defensive
line."

‘Hey, over herel": Senicr Erin Hol swings cround, kicking the bal io another keom-mafe
during an aflerschoal game of passession “it's o game we ploy o hed s prepare
fer e e 'hng " Hal sk,

Season Wrap-ups * Season Wrap-ups * Season Wrap-ups * Season Wrap-ups * Season Wrap-ups

Football season ends

earlier than expected
Harvesters miss play-offs with
hopes for chance next year

glOi‘u&JﬂIQf

The Pampa Harvesters faced
off against the Randall Raiders
on Oct. 26. The first half Randall
dominated Pampa scoring three
touchdowns before the end of the
half. Pampa caught up to Randall
in the third quarter with the score
21-28. However, the Raiders over-
came Pampa and in the end the fi-
nal score quarter 21-31.

Pampa then went against
Dumas on Nov. 2, and play-offs
relied on the game. No score was
made before the second quarter,
where the Harvesters put the first
numbers on the board. They were
winning 13-7 until three intercep-
tions, thrown by Casey Tremble,
caused the Demons to capitalize
on each caught ball. The final

score was 1321 stopping any
chance of a Pampa play-off de-
but.

No matter what the score
shows, the team feels confident in
their outcome.

“My favorite part of this sea-
son was beating Caprock,” left

The last game of the season
against Palo Duro Dons, followed
the Dumas game on Nov. 8. The
first half was similar to the per-
vious game, however the Dons
scored first with a field-goal. The
Dons controlled the game most of
ending 14-24.

“At times we played well," as-
foothall coach Andy Caviler said.
“At the final, I felt as good sbout
ouru-mulhveallyur.'l"

: Other players are having oth-
and players are preparing . .
f‘::rynhopaﬁﬂlymllm season, °F Problem spots in their game.
being used to help the players be- M2king more shots,” senior Cesar
come more enduring to running . M arrufo said. "
There are gaing to be changes Many players prepare for a
on the team this year that didn't 84me Or practice in their game.
take place last soccer season. “I sit and hstnn. to music,
“Thereis awhole different line 2ior David Soto said. “I try to
up from last year,” senior Nicho- concentrate on things I need to
i & 4 mixed work on.”
o i A~ m‘:‘mmp? Day finds other ways to en-
sitions than before, but it will be mumaethetaamnndhlmmlf.'
better in the long run.” "Whmlg«ontheﬁeldlhke
A lot of changas are based on  t© jump sround to get loosened
seniority and skills up. It really helps,” Day said.
'mm;mmm Thehe-mseemstobepmpnf-
on upperclassmen guys and girls,” ing not only together but on their
PG e SO0 Sy pule. m'i“wf:dn both varsity teams
Soute playecs are finding the | ve alot of potantial” True seid
“They all seem to be working hard.
They all have what it takes to go to
play-offs and district.” 4

Volleyball giris
gain experience,
ready to improve

‘ariner,

After their first season with a new
coach, the volleyball team ends their
season ready to improve for next year.

“We can always do better,” volley-
ball coach Tandi Hudson said.

The team played its last game
against Randall on Oct. 27. After a
rough game, the Raiders came out on

“It was a great game,” Hudson said.
“The girls fought very hard.”

In regards to the 2007 season, the
team lost more games than they won,
but that did not inhibit progress among
individual players.

“As a team we started out weak,”
senior Meagan Crawford said, “But we
definitely got stronger. I gained a lot
from this season.”

With attitudes like this, the volley-
ball team has nowhere to go but up.

“We will continue to be consistent,”

Go Harvesters!!
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Standardized
testing provides
tool for students

o-Editory In-Chye

As students begin to look at colleg-
es, they find themselves in ihe unknown
realm of timed standardized testing.

“The hardest thing about standard-
ized tests is time,” counselor Karla
Howell said. “In Texas, we take the
TAKS, which isn't timed, so some stu-
dents have difficulty with time. *

Several students prefer the SAT
over the ACT.

*I liked the SAT better because the
time was short,” senior Sarah Smiith
said. "It made the test go hy faster.”

Other students liked the SAT better
because they are more familiar with it.

*I've taken both tests,” senior Claire
Boyd said. “My biggest problem was the
science portion on the ACT. [ didn't feel
prepared enough for that partion of the
ACT.”

Many students strive to meet their
college’s required scores,

“At the college I'm applving to,
Wellesley College, 1 need to make at
least a 600 in each section on the SAT
to be accepted,” Boad said. "The other
college I'm applying to doesn’t consid-
er standardized tests in the admittance
process, which is pretty nice.”

For many Texas public colleges, if a
student is in the top of their class, stan-
dardized test scores are waived in the
application process,

“If students are in the top 50 per-
cent of their class, a lot of students
don’t have to take the SAT or ACT,”
Howell said.

Students find a variety of ways to
prepare for standardized tests.

“In my sophomore vear, Mrs.
Haynes' Merit Gold class gave me lots
of preparation for the PSAT, but it re-
ally helped me with standardized tests
in general,” Boyd said.

The school also helps familiarize
students with standardized testing.

*A good way to prepare is to take
classes, do the books and taking prac-
tice tests,” Howell said. "Here all soph-
omores take the PLAN(pre-ACT) test
and some students take the PSAT vol-
untarily.”

Many students retest in order to
achieve a higher score.

*I plan to retest because when |
took it in June | was sick,” Bowd said.
“I don't think that it allowed for a good
representation of my ahilit'wa.'L"
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Digging
up Trees:
The school
board
decided
fo save the
frees in ihe
back of
the school
ey are
going lo put
all of the
frees in the
front of the

bulkding.

»
J 3 >

ner

As the school year progresses on,
the on-going construction continues
as well, With the MPAC building
nearing completion, construction
crews have begun work on the patch
of dirt where the science wing used
to be, moving debris and clearing
the area for future work to be done
there,

*We're getting the documents to
the contractor right now,” architec-

tural intern Jeff Reed said.

Recently, Reed and his mentor
Richard Minkler, architect, have
been surveying the property to draw
up documents to be used in the plan-
ning stages toward renovation of the
high school building. Although the
construction has been seen as a gen-
erally good thing, some students are
finding the construction to be tire-
some and annoving,

“It's loud,” senior Yesenia Flores
said. “You can’t concentrate,”

The construction has been read-

MPAC nearin complehon while students annoyed

ily moving along, and shows no sign
of showing down, A deadline for the
end of construction has been hard o
nail down though.

“We won't know until the con-
tractor tells us something,” Reed
said. “IYll be completed in phases.”

With the work continuing, the
construction is bound to create great
things for the school,

“In the long run, it will be worth
it,” Flores said. Iy
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Christmas wishes

Students prepare for exchanging gifts
with family, hope to also receive

| ~ ings,

hether you celebrate

Christmas or not, the ma-

jority of Americans spend

a lot of money each year
during this season. This time of year
usually means fellowship with fam-
ily and probably eating more than is
of the norm.

Often people spend more money
on others during Christmas than
any other time of year.

“I spend way too much money,”
attendance clerk Belinda Elms said.

While many adults spend lots of
money, students are spending their
fair share as well.

“I spend about three-hundred
dollars on Christmas presents,” ju-
nior Celeste Gonzales said.

Most desired gifts at Pampa
High can certainly raise the price of
Christmas shopping.

“I really want a new BlackBerry
Pearl phone for Christmas,” Gonza-
les said.

Students aren't the only ones
wanting expensive technology.

“I wouldn't mind getting a new
computer,” band director Roger
Myers said.

On the other side of expenses
there are several different traditions
families hold that make the holiday
special to them and perhaps worth
the money.

“One thing we usually do Christ-

‘Wavk haar the bal’: Chol's Chiistmas concew? was on the night of Dec. 13 of Frst Chilstian Chureh.
Shown § concert chol padorming *What Child k ThE#* Ao on the schedule was women's chok, mied

mas morning is make a big home-
made breakfast,” Elms said.

Some families spend time the
evening before Christmas.

“We usually eat together on the
twenty-fourth,” Gonzales said. “Af-
ter we eat we open presents with the
whole family.”

Some families even have present
traditions.

“My daughter Holly always gets
me some chocolate covered cher-
ries,” Myers said. “And my mother-
in-law gets me a huge peppermint
stick.”

As a means of saving money

junior Amber Ebenkamp’s family
draws names.

“We only give a gift to one per-
son in the family and the limit is
usually twenty dollars,” Ebenkamp
said. “But my grandma gets pres-
ents for everyone.”

Most students and staff agree

the most important tradition and
present is family.

“I want most to be with family,”
Elms said. “And I hope for good
health for my family and friends."y,

‘And whot do you want for Chrisimas?’: fumior Cefeste Gonsoles has o seaf on Sania's lap af the
Cpimkt Club offer a maming of valuntearing with the annual Christrmas Shopping Tour. The fouwr &
sot up fo hel chidren in need buy each of fhed family members something for Christmos, so that
they get to expenence fhe i of gving. Gorzales was one of many PHS students that make up hat

of the tour's volunteers

chal and ihe show cholr. The sfudients had anly wo weeks fo prepare for the concerd, but the high

affendance showed an ovenal pasiive oculcome. “Such a low amount of fime fo prepare k something
colege chols anly somefimes do, buf they did an sxcelient job of picking up the music ond the night's

pefommance went very well® chok diecior fred Moys sakt/

‘Soghe Befls”: funiors Olvio Chalrez, Daylo
Newman, Whihey Shevrll and Rache! Lee
ringing bels ol Uniled for Stuclenis Agairst De-
strucfive Descislors (SADD). “If was long and

the bels gove me o headache, but f had a
ot of fun,” Lee soid
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ChristkindI?

Differences
between
traditions
observed

Hanpay | Buumariner.

Christmas is a big thing in
Austria, both for the business
and for the people. Everybody
decorates his house and his vard
with Christmas decoration, which
is usually done by the beginning
of December. Putting up lights is
getting more and more popular,
but vou hardly see as many lights
as Americans usually put up. The
cities themselves are decorated
with lights on trees and lanterns,
and sometimes they put up a
huge Christmas tree. [n some
cities, especially big cities, you
find & mart called “Christkind|
Markt”, where you can get typical
Austrian Christmas presents,
candy, cookies and hot drinks. It
is a great place to meet friends or
spend the time with your family
on Advent weekends.

One very popular custom
in Austria is the Advent calen-
dar. Usually every child gets a
calendar on Dec. 1. The Advent
calendar has 24 windows, Every
window has a surprise in it, like
chocolate, candy or a little toy.
You start opening the windows
on Dec, 1 and are allowed to open
only one window everyday. The
last window is opened on Dec. 24.

On Dec, 6 we celebrate St.
Nikolaus. The children get red
bags with little presents and
candy in it. As we believe in the
legend, only the nice kids get
presents, otherwise a monster
called “Krampus” would come
and get them. We usually go
to downtown and watch all the

Although we don't believe in
Santa Claus, he is quite common
in Europe. We believe in an angel
called “Christkind.” It's a pretty
angel with golden hair, bringing
the children Christmas presents
and a Christmas tree. The Christ-
mas tree isn’t put up until Christ-
mas Eve. To tell her what they
want for Christmas, the kids write
her a letter with their Christmas
wishes and then they put it to the
outside of the window , hoping
the “Christkind™ will come and
get their letter,

All in all there are a lot of
differences between Christmas in
the U.S. and Christmas in Aus-
tria. Iy
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