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INSURANCE AGI:NCY LLC

Jim Bruton

10 % off all In-stock

fooring machases
We're Small But Good!

Frisndly Faces amd Competitive Prices

36+ Yoars mnrmm

The Floor Store

210 Perryion Parkway
665 4455

Uneven Floors

Floor Bracing
Cracks In Bricks
ticking Doors & Windows
o Interior Wall Cracking

FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-299-9563

WWW.CHILDERSLEVELING.COM

| RUG RATS
Prefessional Carpet
& Air Duct Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

Ronnie Harvill Owner

665-1976 0+ 662-9219

M#10341 « LICENSED * INSURED

BOB'S PLUMBING

PAMPA, TEXAS

806-669-1940

CELL# 806-584-0809
HOURS MON-FRI 8-6 * SAT 8-12
EMERGENCY ANYTIME

OWNERS: BOBBY FAIRES / DUECE FAIRES
AL IS RGP TEES ST Y RN

MMONS

CONSTRUCTION

Custom Homes Roofing -Wndow Replacement
Remodeling and Additions Siding

AT

M & H Leasing

1945 N, Hobart * 665-206

ade

1224 North Hobart
NBC Plaza 2, Suite 11
Pampa, TX * 5306-688-7081
www.ashmoreassociates.com

MERRY CHRIST'I
& HAPPY NEW

s
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POWER EQUIPMEN

SALES & RENTAL

103 S. HOBART
665-2366

2008: YEAR IN REVIEW

Obama’s election voted top news story

Barack Obama and Hillary Rodham Clinton debate at the Austin
Democratic Debate in the Recreational Sports Center in February,

2008.

NEW YORK (AP)- The
epic election that made
Barack Obama the first
African-American presi-
dent was the top news
story of 2008, followed
closely by the economic
meltdown that will test his
leadership, according to
U.S. editors and news
directors voting in The
Associated Press’ annual

poll.
The campaign, with
subplots emerging

throughout the year,
received 100 first-place
votes out of 155 ballots
cast for the top 10 stories.
Two other political sagas
,Ai the history-making
candidacies of Hillary
Rodham Clinton and
Sarah Palin ,Af a.s0 made
the list.

The vast economic cri-
sis, plunging the U.S. into
recession and ravaging
many business sectors
worldwide, was the No. 2

story, receiving 49 first-
place votes. The precipi-
tous rise and fall of oil
prices was No. 3.

T'he top story of 2007
was the massacre of 32
people at Virginia Tech
University by a mentally
disturbed student gun-
man

Here are 2008’s top 10
as voted by AP

.- 1) S ELECTION:
bama emerged from
Election Night as a deci-
sive victor and a symbol
for the world of America’s
democratic promise. But
he reached that point only
after a grueling battle with
Clinton for the
Democratic nomination
and then an often-nasty
showdown with the
McCain/Palin ticket in the
run-up to the election

2. ECONOMIC MELT-

See Top10, Page 3

In Texas, 1ke dominated news

By JEFF CARLTON

Associated Press Writer

State officials raided a
polygamist ranch. A long-
shot presidential candi-
date became a fundraising
phenomenon. And the
governor’s mansion
burned, a mystery that
remains unsolved.

But it was a deadly
series of hurricanes, cli-
maxing with a Texas-sized
storm named Ike, that
dominated state news like
no other story in 2008.

In retrospect, Dolly,
Edouard and Gustav
seemed like warm-up acts
to Hurricane Ike. Though
the storm came and went
in far less than 24 hours,
this was no one-day story.
Ike wiped out coastal
towns, damaged stadiums
and skyscrapers, killed
dozens of Texans, caused
billions in property dam-
age and led to thousands
losing their jobs.

But it wasn’t the only
story that led newscasts,
made headlines or
received clicks in 2008.

The state ran out of time

| to execute a death row

inmate, whose case is now
under review. One of the
romance

reasons: a

In this Sept. 12, 2008 file photo, fire destroys homes along the beach on Galveston Island,
Texas as Hurricane lke approaches. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip/FILE)

between his prosecutor
and the presiding judge.
Federal regulators
nailed a pair of Texas-
based airlines with record
fines. A politician with
great hair who waltzed
into the job when his pred-
ecessor received ‘a big
promotion became the

longest-serving governor
in Texas history. And two
Democratic presidential
candidates waged an elec-
trifying battle for Texas
delegates.

Some of these stories
will bleed into 2009.
Recovery efforts from lke
continue, appeals from the

death row inmate are
pending and battles over
the border fence remain
stuck in court.

Those stories can wait
for 2009. For now, here’s
a look back at the top
Texas stories of 2008:

Hurricane Ike
Ike blasted ashore

around Galveston just
after 3 am. on Sept. 13
and had already moved
out of Texas by day’s end.
But it was a costly day: 37
dead, entire communities
swallowed by storm
surge, at least $8.1 billion

See Texas, Page 8

q Fire mystery

This Sunday, June 8, 2008 picture
shows the historic Texas Governor's
Mansion in Austin, Texas after a fire
swept through it earlier that morning. It
might be the state's most notorious
unsolved mystery. A suspect tossed a
Molotov cocktail into the governor's
mansion, which was empty while
undergoing a $10 million renovation.
The blaze destroyed the roof, damaged
the walls and scorched the pictur-
esque front columns of the two-story
Greek Revival-style house, whose
most famous residents include Sam
Houston and President George W.
Bush. (AP Photo/Harry Cabluck)
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PaAMPA FORECAST

Thursday ||

High 51
Low 27

mph.

15 mph.

around 25.

Frldég | 1 Saturda_gj

High 49
Low 33

New Year's Day: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 51. North northwest wind around 10

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 27. North northeast wind between 5
and 10 mph becoming calm.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 49.
Calm wind becoming south between 10 and

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 33. South southwest wind around 15
i-mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
= Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near
»56. North northwest wind between 10 and 20
~mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
. Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low

€ This information brought to you by...

High 56
Low 28

PRES
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101 S. HOBART

AUTOBODY & ACCESSORIES
MerRY CunrisTMaS & Happy New Yean!

TIGE

- by Rachel Stennett
rstennett@thepam-
panews.com
. New Years Eve is rec-
pgnized as a fun night to
bring in the new year but
for local law enforcement,
ft means increased patrol
units to make sure safety

is the top priority.

- The Texas Department
of Public Safety, Gray
County Sheriff’s Office,
and the Pampa Police
Department have all
reported increased patrol
units on New Years Eve
and New Years Day:.

“We encourage people
hot to drink and drive,”
Lt. Joe B. Hoard of the
IGCSO explained. “We
want the new year to be
good for everyone.”

Detective Casey
yngersoll of the PPD con-
firmed extra patrolling for
their department as well. *
We will be doing normal

i)ﬁve safely this holiday

increased patrol units out
on new years eve, that is
the extent of any special
circumstances that we
will have.”

DPS explained in a
recently release that
drinking and driving is a
“special concern” during
the holiday season, but
their troopers will focus
on speeders and seat belt
violators. Last year, DPS
issued 28,000 citations
and 14,000 warnings,
including 919 DWI
arrests. - DPS statistics
hdve  shown in the past

_that DWI and DUI arrests

by their troopers double
during the holiday season.

Anyone planning to
drink and drive is encour-
aged to get a designated
driver or ride and keep
cell phone use to a mini-
mum while driving.

Child skier killed at
Santa Fe Ski Basin

: _SANTA FE, N.M. (AP)
7~ Santa Fe County
Sheriff Greg Solano says
10-year-old Texas girl
;ied Tuesday in an acci-
gent at Santa Fe Ski
Basin.
' - Shelby Gillespie was
with her parents and
brother on Sunset Trail,

an intermediate run.

Witnesses said she fell
and continued to slide
into a tree.

She sustained head
trauma, and the ski patrol
was unable to resuscitate
her. She was not wearing
a helmet.

The Gillespie family is
from Bushland, Texas,
west of Amarillo.

ﬁlemnrﬂga

Cemetery &

669-8921

Christmas &

Mer
Hagryg! New Year!

ugoleum of Pampa

memory-gardens.tripod.com

Gardens

23rd St and Price Rd

Services Friday

Cecil Roger Cannon,
52, died Sunday, Dec. 28,
2008, in Pampa.

Graveside services will
be at 10 a.m. Friday, Jan.
2, 2009, in “Roselawn
Garden” at Highland Park
Cemetery in Borger.

Arrangements are
under the direction of
Minton/Chatwell Funeral
Directors of Borger.

He was born on Nov.
23, 1956, in Valdosta,

Frankie Cooley
Bransford, 84, of Pampa,
Texas, died Dec. 30,
2008, at Amarillo, Texas.

Services are pending

with Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral
Directors.

Mrs. Bransford was
born May 19, 1924, in

Ardmore, Okla.,, to
Fitzhugh and Opal
Cooley.

She married Byron
Everett Bransford on Feb.
9, 1942, in Marietta,
Okla. He preceded her in
death in 1991.

She had been a resident
of Pampa since 1987.
Frankie worked as a legal
secretary for Cabot
Corporation, retiring after
18 years of service.

She was a former resi-
dent of Santa Fe, N.M.,
Albuquerque, N.M., and
Borger, Texas. She was a
member of the Legal
Secretaries Club  of
Pampa and the Epsilon

Obituaries | 1

Cecil Roger Cannon, 52

Ga., to Willie .and Nita
Cannon. He had lived in
Pampa for six months,
moving there from
Borger. He graduated
from Borger High School
in 1975. d e

He was preceded in
death by his father, Willie
G. Cannon; and two
brothers, David
Christopher Cannon and
Michael Wayne Cannon.

Cecil loved his nieces

Cannon

Frankie Cooley Bransford, 84

Sigma Alpha of Pampa.
Frankie was a volun-
teer at the Genesis House
for more than 30 years.
She was a paralegal coun-
selor in Albuquerque for
eight years and received
the Human Service
Award from the Secretary
of State of New Mexico.
She was a member of
St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Church and her
patron saint was St. Jude.
Survivors include two
daughters, - Lisa Keifer
and husband Ricky of
Fritch, and Dr. Angharad
Young of Tulsa, Okla.;
two grandsons, Matthew
Keifer and wife Rachel of
Amarillp, and Treyce
Keifer of Lubbock; three
granddaughters, Alison
Howard and husband
Rick of Santa Clarita,
Calif., Stephanie Parker
and husband Eric of
Norman, Okla.,, and
Cassidy Keifer of
Oklahoma City, Okla.;

Emergency Services

Bransford
four  great-grandsons,

Jackson Howard,
Alexander Howard, Ryan
Howard and Samuel
Parker; three great-grand-
daughters, Annemarie
Parker, Sophie Parker and
Alyssia Ramirez Keifer;
nieces, Cindy - Huckabee
and husband Ronnie, and
Rose Ann Thedford and
husband Mike, all of

‘Graham, Sharon Johnson

and husband Lynn of
Gainesville, and Susan
Clifton and husband Col.
Jeff Clifton of Fairbanks,
Alaska; nephews,
William M. McClendon

K19 797

and nephews and loved to
cook. He was a sales
assistant for Schwann’s.
He is survived by his
mother, Nita Cannon of
Pampa; brother, Willie
Cannon of Amarillo; two
sisters, Mervetta Lemon
of Stinnett and Shuri

~ Cantrell of Kansas City,

Mo.; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

and wife Debbie of
Graham, and Bob
Bransford and wife Pam
of Gainesville; and many
great-nieces and great-
nephews.

Frankie was preceded
in death by a son, Byron
Frank Bransford in 1948;
a sister, Rosa Hughes in
1992; and her parents,
Fitzhugh Cooley in 1951
and Opal Bailey Smith
Cooley in 1975.

MEMORIALS: St.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, Attn:
Memorial/Honor
Program FH, One St
Jude Place Building, P.O.
Box 1000, Dept. 300,
Memphis, TN 38148-
0552; Genesis House,
615 W. Buckler, Pampa,
TX 79065; or BSA
Hospice, P.O. Box 950,
Amarillo, TX 79105.

—Sign the on-line
register book at
www.carmichael-what-
ley.com.

Pampa PD

Pampa Police
Department reported the
following incidents and
calls between 7 a.m. Dec.
26 and 7 a.m. Dec. 29.

Friday, Dec. 26

Officers conducted 10
traffic stops.

A total of seven calls
and/or stops concerning
animals was reported.

Burglary was reported
at Allison’s Quick Lube
Center, 1807 W. Alcock.

Found property was
reported in the 1200
block of Hobart.

A suspicious vehicle
was reported in the 400
block of South Graham.

A traffic accident was
reported at Hobart and
Kentucky.

Criminal mischief was

reported in the 700 block
of East 14th.

An alarm was reported
in the 400 block of North
Somerville.

Domestic disturbances
were reported in the 900
block of South Wells and
the 500 block of South
Barnes.

Burglary was reported
in the 1100 block of East
Kingsmill.

Criminal trespass was
reported in the 400 block
of Red Deer.

Criminal trespass was
reported in the 900 block
of South Nelson.

A prowler was reported
in the 700 block of North

Christy.
Saturday, Dec. 27
Twenty-five traffic

stops were made.
A burglary was report-

CITY BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

before 9am.

to neuter),

Mon-Fri.

\J
l"

»

AS OF Jan. 2, 2009, New
City Brief deadline for Mon.
thru Fri. papers will now be

BORDER COLLIE Cross,
Young adult, male, (willing
current on vac-
cinations. Great with all pets
& kids! 669-1268 after 5:00 &
665-7188 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

DANCE, NEW Years Eve
Dance, McLean Dance Club.
Public Welcome 8-12. “The
Texas Country Band,” Earl
Whitt & Tiny Duncan.

8317.

MINIATURE
HUND Puppies. Mom & Dad
on property. Males $250. Fe-
males $300. 898-0390.

DRAIN STOPPED up?
Why Wait? Call Ingram &
Son Plumbing M12466, 665-

NEW YEAR'’S Dance, Pam-
pa Moose Lodge, 9pm-12,
Dec.31st. R.C. & Rusty Coop-

HUGE SALE 30-75% off.
Everything goes! Excluding
Le Cresant & Bridal Tables.

Fri., Sat. & Mon. at Joy’s Un-
limited, 110 N. Cuyler.

DACHS-

PAMPA NEWS will close
at noon on New Year’s Eve,
and there will not be a news-

paper New Year’s Day, so
that employees may spend

er Band. Members & guests

NEW YEARS Eve St. Vin-
in Fundraiser.
Come to Cinema 4 theatre for
an outside dance 10p-12a &
watch movies from 12a-6a.

cents lock

$15 all ages.

time with their family &
friends. Happy New Year
from the Pampa News!!

VIKA’S IS Now Open to
serve breakfast from 6am
thru 10:30am & lunch is

served from 10:30am thru 2
pm. For carry out orders call
688-1123. We are located at
1301 S. Hobart, (old Sadie
Hawkins). Open 7 days per

week under new owners!!!!
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A - ) s 4y s

ed in the 700 block of

North Nelson.
Criminal mischief was
reported in the 1101

block of South Sumner.

Domestic disturbance
were reported in the 1000
block of Huff, the 600
block of Texas Avenue,
and the 600 block of
Bradley.

Suspicious person calls
were received from the
1100 block of Cinderella,
the intersection  of
Gwendolyn and Sumner,
the 1800 block of North
Hobart, the 1200 block of
North Hobart, the inter-
section of Scott and Reid
streets, and the intersec-
tion of Cinderella and
Rosewood.

Suspicious vehicle call
were received from the
intersection of Deane and
Kentucky streets and the
600 block of East
Frederic.

Theft was reported in
the lobby of the Police
Department and the 2800
block of North Charles.

Ten stops and calls
concerning animals were
made.

Found property was
reported in the lobby of
the Police Department.

Criminal trespass was
reported in the 500 block
of North Frost.

Burglaries were report-
ed in the 1900 block of
Evergreen and the 700
block of North Zimmers.

Silent/abusive 911 call
were received from the
500 block of South
Bamnes, the 2400 block of
Comanche Trail, the 600
block of North Magnolia,
and the 100 block of
South Starkweather.

A traffic complaint was
reported in the 100 block
of West Crawford.

Motor vehicle acci-
dents were reported in the
500 block of North
Starkweather and the

1000 block of North
Hobart.
Sunday, Dec. 28
Twenty-six

traffic

stops were made. Stops in
the 400 block of North
Roberta, the 100 block of
North Faulkner, and the
300 block of West Albert
resulted in arrests.

Disorderly  conduct
was reported in the 400
block of Pitts, and the
lobby of the Police
Department.

Suspicious person calls
were received from the
300 block of East Tyng,
and the intersection of
Christy and Montagu
streets.

Agency assistance was
rendered on East
Highway 60.

Suspicious  vehicle
calls were received from
the 400 block of East
Frederic, the 2800 block
of North Charles, and the
1900 block of North
Hobart.

A prowler was reported
in the 700 block of East
14th.

Phone harassment was
reported in the 500 block
of North Naida.

Criminal mischief was
reported in the 500 block
of North Wells, and the
600 block of North
Dwight.

A silent/abusive 911
call was received from
the 700 block of East
Murphy.

Theft was reported in
the 2800 block of North
Charles.

A burglary was report-
ed in the 1900 block of
Evergreen.

Sexual assault was
reported in the 100 block
of West 30th.

A motor vehicle acci-
dent was reported in the
1200 block of North
Hobart.

Monday, Dec. 29

Twelve traffic stops
were made. Stops in the
400 block .of North
Zimmers and the 600
block of North Hobart
resulted in arrests,
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2008: YEAR IN REVIEW

Top 10

Continued from Page 1

DOWN: The bad news
kept coming ,Ai collaps-
es of Wall Street giants;
huge stock market losses;
plummeting home prices
and a surge of foreclo-
sures; desperate times for
U.S. automakers. It added
up to the worst economic
crisis since the Great
Depression, and will cost
the federal government
well over $1 trillion in
various rescue and stimu-
lus packages.

3. OIL PRICES: The
global economic angst
produced hyper-volatile
energy markets. The price
of crude soared as high as
$150 a barrel in July
before crashing to $33
this month. In the U.S,,
the average price for a
gallon of regular gas
peaked at $4.11, then
plunged below $1.70.

4. IRAQ: The much-
debated “surge” of U.S.
troops helped reduce vio-
lence after more than five
years of war, but Iraq is
still buffeted daily by
bombings, ambushes,
kidnappings and political
uncertainty. A newly rati-
fied U.S.-Iraqi security
agreement sets a
timetable for U.S. troop
withdrawal by 2012.

5. BELUJING OLYM-
PICS: China hosted the
Olympics for first time,
drawing praise for logisti-
cal mastery and condem-
nation for heavy-handed
security measures. The
games themselves were
rated a success, highlight-
ed by the record-shatter-
ing performances of
swimmer Michael Phelps
and sprinter Usain Bolt.

6. CHINESE EARTH-'

QUAKE: A huge quake
in May killed 70,000 peo-
ple in Sichuan province
and left 5 million home-
less. Many thousands of
children were among the
victims ,Ail authorities
said about 7,000 class-
rooms were destroyed in
shoddily built schools.

7. SARAH PALIN:
Few Americans outside
Alaska knew much about
its  governor  when
Republican John McCain
picked her as his running
mate. That changed rap-
idly. To her conservative
admirers, she was a
feisty, refreshing change
from most politicians; to
her critics, she was in
over her head, and wor-
thy of all the lampooning
she endured.

8. MUMBAI TER-
RORISM: Ten attackers
allegedly sponsored by a
Pakistan-based Islamic
group terrorized India’s
financial capital in
November, killing 164
people in coordinated
attacks on hotels, markets
and a train station. India’s
perennially uneasy rela-

tions with Pakistan were
badly strained.

9. HILLARY CLIN-
TON: She didn’t win, but
Clinton came closer than
any other woman in U.S.
history to becoming a
major party’s presidential
nominee. Her determined
primary campaign,
waged vigorously even
when it seemed a lost
cause, inspired millions
of women across the
country, and helped per-
suade Obama to choose
her as secretary of state.

10. RUSSIA-GEOR-
GIA WAR: The two
nations waged a five-day
war in August ignited by
a Georgian artillery bar-
rage on the breakaway
region of South Ossetia.
Russia responded with a
drive deep into Georgian
territory, causing severe
economic damage and
aggravating already trou-
bled Russia-US relations.

Stories that almost
made the Top 10 included
Cyclone Nargis, which
killed. more than 84,000
people in Mpyanmar;
Hurricanes Gustav and
Ike, which wreaked dead-
ly damage in the
Caribbean and on the
U.S. Gulf Coast; and the
seesaw fate of same-sex
marriage in California,
where a court ruling
approving it was later
overturned by a ballot
measure.

Several write-in votes
were cast for two devel-
opments that occurred too
late to be included on the
AP ballot ,Ai the indict-
ment of Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich and the
efforts of struggling U.S.
automakers tc get a feder-
al bailout. The alleged
financial scam involving
Bernard Madoff also was
revealed too late to make
the ballot.

Several of the editors
who voted commented on
how two - transcendent
developments dominated
the news in 2008.

“As far as I am con-
cerned, there were only
two stories this year,”
wrote Linda  Grist
Cunningham of the
Rockford (Ill.) Register
Star. “Global economy
collapses (sending every
country into financial,
political and personal
chaos) and Obama elect-
ed U.S. president, chang-
ing the way the America
does business, financial,
political and personal.”

CHIEF PLASTICS .

5 ) LA
3. 1240 SOUTH BARNES

Is Your Bathroom Ready
For A Fresh Look ...

We Have What
You Need!

In this Feb. 26, 2008
file photo, NBC's
Tim Russert speaks
to the crowd during
a debate between
Democratic presi-
dential hopefuls
Sen. Barack Obama,
D-lll., and Sen.
Hillary Rodham
Clinton, D-N.Y. in
Cleveland. Russert
died Friday, June 13,
2008, of an apparent
heart attack. (AP
Photo/Mark Duncan,
File)

TEXKAS FURNITURE
JANUARY

CLEARANCE

LA-Z-BOY ROCKER

299

EVERY LA-Z-BOY ON SALE

PLUSH CHAISE
RECLINERS

LEATHER MATCH

$499

EALY MATTRES

199

*399
= 499
QUEEN 3599

“TIDEWATER"

= 799
= %19
QUEEN 8399

- BEDROOMS

- DINING ROOMS
-TV.CONSOLES |
- LAMPS -
- PICTURES
- MIRRORS

'499 599 *649 *949

SEALY “TROPICAL SPLASH"
PILLOWTOP
LL QU

EEN KING
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Viewpoints

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 31, the 366th and
final day of 2008.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 31, 1879, Thomas Edison first publicly
demonstrated his electric incandescent light in
Menlo Park, N.J.

On this date:

In 1877, President Rutherford B. Hayes and his
wife, Lucy, celebrated their silver anniversary
(actually, a day late) by re-enacting their wedding
ceremony in the White House.

In 1946, President Harry S. Truman officially
proclaimed the end of hostilities in World War I1.

In 1974, private U.S. citizens were allowed to
buy and own gold for the first time in more than
40 years.

In 1978,
Taiwanese diplo-
mats struck their
and austere colors for the final

The years go by in time from the
single file; embassy flagpole in

But none has merited ~ Washington, mark-
my fear, ing the end of

And none has qujte diplomatic relations
escaped my smile. with the U.S.

In 1985, singer
Rick Nelson, 45,
and six other people
were killed when
fire broke out
aboard a DC-3 that was taking the group to a New
Year’s Eve performance in Dallas.

In 1986, 97 people were killed when fire broke
out in the Dupont Plaza Hotel in San Juan, Puerto
Rico. (Three hotel workers later pleaded guilty in
connection with the blaze.)

In 1997, Michael Kennedy, the 39-year-old son
of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was killed in a
skiing accident on Aspen Mountain in Colorado.

Ten years ago: Europe’s leaders proclaimed a
new era as 11 nations merged currencies to create
the euro, a shared money they said would boost
business, underpin unity and strengthen their role
in world affairs.

One year ago: President George W. Bush signed
legislation to allow state and local governments to
cut investment ties with Sudan because of the vio-
lence in Darfur. Sara Jane Moore, whp took a shot
at President Gerald R. Ford in San Francisco in
1975, was paroled after 32 years behind bars.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Sir Anthony Hopkins
is 71. Actor Tim Considine (“My Three Sons”) is
68. Actress Sarah Miles is 67. Rock musician
Andy Summers is 66. Actor Ben Kingsley is 65.
Rock musician Peter Quaife (The Kinks) is 65.
Producer-director Taylor Hackford is 64. Actor
Tim Matheson is 61. Pop singer Burton
Cummings (The Guess Who) is 61. Singer Donna
Summer is 60. Actor Joe Dallesandro is 60. Rock
musician Tom Hamilton (Aerosmith) is 57. Actor
James Remar is 55. Actress Bebe Neuwirth is 50.
Actor Val Kilmer is 49. Singer Paul Westerberg is
49. Actor Don Diamont is 46. Rock musician
Scott Ian (Anthrax) is 45. Actress Gong Li is 43.
Author Nicholas Sparks is 43. Pop singer Joe
Mclintyre is 36. Rock musician Mikko Siren
(Apocalyptica) is 33.

‘In masks outrageous

— Elinor Wylie,
American author
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Spark of invention

“If only 1 had thought
of that first.” How many
times have you heard that
statement? Maybe you
have said it yourself. The
dream of inventing fasci-
nates many Americans,
and Texans have con-
tributed  greatly to
America’s renowned tra-
dition of invention.

Over the years, Texans
have put their stamp on
the world through prod-
ucts ranging from con-
densed milk to electric
typewriters to cutting
edge computer and med-
ical components, even
cheerleader pompons. It
began early in our history
with Gail Borden, Jr.,
newspaper publisher and
public official in the
Republic of Texas, who
invented condensed milk
and started the famous
dairy company that still
bears his name.

A key inventor in the
development of the Texas

energy industry was
Houston’s Howard
Hughes — not the aviator

or film producer, but his
father. Howard  Sr.
designed an oil drilling
bit that cut through hard
rock 10 times faster than
any other. It helped create
Baker Hughes, a global
oilfield service company
with more than 35,000

employees.

Terrell native and
Southern Methodist
University graduate of the

Robert Dennard of IBM
patented one-transistor
Dynamic Random Access
Memory (DRAM). Now
used in virtually every
computer, it provides
more memory at a lower
cost.

An invention patented
in1988 by Dr. Julio C.
Palmaz of the University
of Texas Health Science
Center at San Antonio
transformed cardiac care.
The Palmaz Stent, a tiny
tube used to treat clogged
arteries, sharply reduced
the need for open-heart
surgeries.

Ned Eastman Barnes
overcame obstacles fac-
ing African-Americans in
the early 20th century and
received patents for his
invention of significant
pieces of railroad equip-
ment. Lawrence “Herkie”
Herkimer wanted to help
cheerleaders fire up the
fans, so he invented the
pompon to attract atten-
tion. The success of the
pompon helped build a
national corporation of
cheerleader camps,
equipment and supplies.

Texans continue to
respond to the challenges
of emerging or rapidly
changing technologies.
Texas Instruments engi-
neer Jack Kilby was
awarded the Nobel Prize
in 2000 for his invention
of the integrated circuit.
It facilitated development
microprocessor

and helped launch the
computer age.

Borden, Dennard,
Palmaz and Kilby are
among several Texans
named to the National
Inventors Hall of Fame.
Several Texans have even
received the Nobel Prize,
the National Medal of
Technology or  the
National Medal of
Science.

And just last year, Dr.
Michael Ellis DeBakey
of Houston was awarded
the Congressional Gold
Medal, the legislative
branch’s highest civilian
award for his revolution-
ary contributions to car-
diovascular  medicine,
including the roller pump

and the DeBakey
Ventricular Assist
Device, an apparatus

implanted into the heart
to increase blood flow.
Inventors are at work
throughout Texas today.
Last year, Texas residents
filed nearly 16,000 patent
applications, second only
to California. One may be
coming soon from UT
Dallas doctoral student
Harvey Liu. He was a

finalist in the 2008
College Inventors
Competition. Harvey

developed a bandage the
university described as “a
wonder-cloth that helps
preserve transplant
organs, improve circula-
tion and heal wounds.”
The desire to explore,

‘%Ee“\""“‘ RN Cormcen o

discover, invent, build
and expand is ingrained
in the character of Texas.
It can be traced back to
our pioneers. Living on
farms or ranches at the
edge of the frontier, their
existence depended on
learning self-sufficiency
and solving their own
problems. Today that
spirit of invention lives
on. There’s no telling
what revolutionary prod-
ucts Texans will come up
with next. '

Sen. Cornyn serves on
the "Armed Services,
Judiciary and Budget
Committees. He serves as
the top Republican on the
Judiciary Committee's
Immigration, Border
Security and Refugees
subcommittee and the
Armed Services
Committee's Airland sub-
committee. He served
previously as  Texas
Attorney General, Texas
Supreme Court Justice,
and  Bexar County
District Judge.

Big winners of the past were losers in 2008

By ELLEN SIMON
AP Business Writer

As 2008 ends, you may
feel like the year’s
biggest loser is you.

If you have a job, it
probably feels shaky. If
you have a 401(k), you
can’t bear to open the
statements. If you bought
a house in the last five
years, you feel like a
sucker (unless you were
the winning bidder at a
foreclosure auction).

It’s cold comfort to
know that the financial
crash upended everyone.

High diesel prices as
the year began ran inde-
pendent truckers off the
road. Soaring summer
commodity costs choked
businesses from bakeries
to airlines. Frozen credit
markets left small busi-
ness owners dialing their
moms for loans.

Many of the biggest
winners of the past lost
their shirts in 2008.

The kings of Wall
Street watched as their
banks either disappeared
through mergers or bank-
ruptcy or received injec-
tions of tax dollars to stay
alive. The congressmen
who once hung on Alan
Greenspan’s every inde-

cipherable utterance
turned hostile, as the
once-revered oracle was
reassessed, and found to
be an oaf. Investors who
had trusted Bernard
Madoff with $50 billion
saw the money manager
who had given them
steady returns for decades
admit it was all a Ponzi
scheme.

The financial hurricane
made the winners stand
out even more.

Hedge fund manager
John Paulson made bil-
lions by betting against
the  housing  boom.
Economist Nouriel
Roubini and money man-
ager Peter Schiff, who’d
been laughed off as eco-
nomic Cassandras, were
proven right as their dire
predictions came true,
again and again. Despite
conventional wisdom that
the labor movement is
near death, Boeing Co.’s
machinists union flexed
its muscle during an
eight-week strike.

Some winners and los-
ers don’t bear explana-
tion, renters win, owners
lose; retirees with old-
fashioned pensions win,
for the time being, while
those with 401(k) plans

lose.

LOSERS

Rich men who made
big bets used to be lion-
ized. Not this year.

One billionaire beset
by debt was Sumner
Redstone, who held a fire
sale, selling $233 million
of his CBS Corp. and
Viacom Inc. stock as he
struggled to restructure
$1.6 billion in debt. He
also sold his majority
stake in Midway Games
Inc., which makes
“Mortal Kombat” video
games, for $100,000, less
than one-one-hundredth
of a penny per share.

Private equity champ
Edward Lampert looked
smart when he bought
Kmart out of bankruptcy,
then began selling off its
real estate. While Lampert
is great at selling off a
company’s pieces, he’s
less great at the funda-
mentals of retail. Sears
Holdings Corp. lost $146
million in the most recent
quarter, the stock is down
about 60 percent for the
year .

Likewise, real estate
mogul Sam Zell burdened
Tribune Co. with $13 bil-
lion in debt when he
bought the company last

year, leading it to file for
bankruptcy in December.
While he blamed the
economy, employees and
observers blamed him.

WINNERS

As markets plummet-
ed, the dourest economic
observers gained respect.

Nouriel Roubini, a
New York University
economics professor, said
in 2006 that the worst
recession in four decades
was on its way. He pre-
dicted that mortgage
defaults would spread,
investment banks would
no longer exist in their
current form and Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac
would tumble.

Peter Schiff, president
of Euro Pacific Capital,
has been saying for years
that the economy was
built on too much con-
sumption and not enough
saving. “The disease is all
this debt-financed con-
sumption,” he said on a
2006 CNBC appearance.
“The cure is that we stop
consuming and start sav-
ing and producing again.
That’'s a  recession.
Sometimes, medicine
tastes bad, but you gotta
swallow it.”
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B&B PHARMACY

300 N. BALLARD * 665-5788 * 800-273-0927
EMERGENCY 665-2892
* ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE * OSTOMY SUPPLIES
*OVER THE COUNTER MEDICATION

LEFORS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
835-2113

117 W. 2ND STREET ¢ LEFORS TEXAS

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE

An Office Of First National Bank Waupaca, Wisconsin

PAMPA - 1224 N. HOBART - 665-0022
SHAMROCK - 365 L MAIN - 256-2181
@ CHILDRESS - 501 COMMERCE - 040-031-25W Fic

FIRST STATE BANK OF MIAMI

Main Bank ¢ 100 S. Main * Miami Tx  806-868-2771

BATH FITTERS

Peggy’s Place

OF AMARILLO Tested and 1000's of :
Pampa Branch ¢ 120 W. Kingsmill * Pampa Tx ¢ 806-665-3669 1'888"“5'4918 co:\fnerc?al &p,r:;zr;,',:a‘ Iocastigns Open 7 Days A Week * 5am - 10pm
Member FDIC TOLL FREE all across North America. 1801 Alcock ¢ 665-7830
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SHEET METAL AND ROOFING
214 E. TYNG AVENUE
800-442-4668 - 806-669-6461

PARSLEYS

WARREN CHISUM

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

GULBERSON STOWERS, INC.
805 N. Hobart * 806-665-1665
| '@wers@pan-tex.net
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ADVERTISE YOUR
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“Here comes the party animal.”

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

12-30 N Y
© 2008 Bl Keane, inc.

Dist. by King Features Synd
www._familycircus.com

“How did they get
when ?{ i

s st

By Bil Keane

ictures of 2009

ill 2008?”

Daily Crossword Puzzle

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS 40 Ignored
1 Thick the limit
slice 41“—
5 Rum bien!”
cake
9 Strata- DOWN
gems 1 Good-
11 Art man’s
inspirers music
12Cove 2 Cruise
13 Assumed ships
name 3 Plain
14 Fresh wrong
15Was 4 Quilting
behind party
schedule 5 Corrida
17 Peck of critter
pictures 6 Italian
19 Under- cheese
stand 7 Defeated
20 Feed the 8 Good
fire quality
21Charged 10 Painter’s
atom motion
22 Decade 11 Quite a
parts few
24 Pot fill

26 Comes
together

29 Martini
base

30 Came to
a point

32 Bureau-
cratic
nuisance

34 Genesis
woman

35 Parting
word

36 Adores

38 Com-
forter
cover

39 Long-

legged

bird

NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o) to

C|A|L|I|CIOBME|[R|!I |E
AIR| I |S|IE(NBED|! |A|L
RIE|V|O|L|U|T|I]|O|N|S
BIE|S|E|T
C|R|A|B X[O|U|T
FIA| I |RIMW|A|R|[P|E|D
I N[N P|E|N S[E|A
B(I|G|C|A|THERMIE|T|S
S|{O/A[PEEM|O|T|H
J|A|C|O|B
R|E|S|O|L|U|T|I[O[N|S
E[V]I]|L PIE|L|L|E|T
D[A[N|E S|IL|E|E[T|Y
Yesterday’s answer
16 Tourist’'s 27 Claire of
aid “Key -
18“The Largo”
Naked 28 Strict
Maja” 29 Diploma
painter holders
21 Words 30 High-
of strung
under- 31 Class-
standing room
23 Beats fixtures
back 33 Prepared
24 Busy to drive
25 Salad 37 Baseball's
base Mel

Thomas Joseph Book 1, P.0. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
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For Better Or Worse

WHEN
THIS MORNING HE KISSED ME AND
AR "THANKS AR BREAKFAST, MOM."

g
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THIS YEAR, I RESOLVE TO
STAY OUT OF TROUBLE...

WHICH WILL REQUIRE
EFFORT, PETERMINATION...
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MUCH SNEAKIER

AND BEING

Beetle Bailey

DON'T YOU HAVE A
GIRLFRIEND, GIZMO?

©2008 by King Features Syndicate, inc. Workd rights reserved

DON'T YOU NEED A GIRL TO
SHARE YOUR LIFE WITH?
SOMEONE TO LOVE®?

LEXCEPT THEY PUT L\TTLE CHOCOLATE
MINTS ON THE PILLOWS
N

-3l

B.C.

[

THOR GOT ME A BRACELET
FOR CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR.

__ ©2008 Creseors Synsicame, e 173
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Haggar The Horrible

4

OKAY, MEN— THE PLAN 15 TO ~N
.;IJE(PR/.‘}E THE ENEMY
Y RO!

WING LIP ON THEM
SILENTLY .-,
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Peanuts

D065 CAN'T TELL
ONE YEAR FROM
ANOTHER ..

SUPPER IN THE REP

WATER IN THE
YELLOW DISH..

H A

1 KNOW T HAVE MY )
DiSH AND MY DRINKING

© 1995 Unaed Feature Syndicate. inc.

BUT I DON'T
KNOW WHAT
YEAR THIS 15,

Sedch.

OW WELL, TIME MARCHES ON,
DOESN'T IT?

Flo & Friends

FLO. AND EVE
MORE AND

TS ALMOST A NEW YEAR,
(EAR T SEE

E WRINKLES

gwnzomems BEING WORN
VERY DAY AND PICKING UP A
FEW SQUFFS AND CREASES.
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by David Bowser
staff reporter
¢ LUBBOCK - It was a
rough week for the Lady
Harvesters here, but not
without hope.
! They have only one
game in the win column
this year and a change in
coaches, but they had a
strong defense this week
at the Caprock Classic
Basketball Tournament in
Lubbock. They led in the
beginning of each of the
three games they played
in the tournament.

While they lost their
opening game at the tour-
nament Monday against
Lubbock Estacado by 19
points, they led the first
quarter and made a better
showing than when they
played the school on Dec.
19.

. Tuesday, The Lady
Harvesters’ second game
was a heart-breaking 36-
33 loss to the Denton
Guyer Wildcats at the All
Saints Episcopal School
gym.

 With seven minutes left
in the ballgame, the score
was tied 24=24.

With 6:29 left in the

ame, the Wildcats took
the lead on a free throw
25-24, then expanded it to
27-24
! Lady Harvester Sammie
Pearson made two free
throws to make it 29-26
with four minutes left.

- The Lady Wildcats
came back with less than
three minutes on the clock
to make the score 30-26.

Pampa made it 30-28,
but Denton Guyer upped
the ante to 32-28 with
2:10 on the clock.

I Lady Harvester Jessica
iner sank one free throw
to make it 32-29.
- Pampa’s Carlyn
Teichmann stole the ball
and put it in to make it a
bne-point ballgame, 32-
B1, with 1:43 remaining.
! Miner came back .and
gtolcihs ‘ball. from:the
Lady Wildcats again and
took it the length of the
court and put it in to take
the lead, 33-32 with 1:20
remaining.
. A free throw tied the
game again with 1:14 left,
but when the clock got
down to 30 seconds, the
Lady Wildcats made one
out of two free throws to
regain the lead, 34-33.
- The Lady Wildcats sank
two more free throws with
22 seconds left to make
the score 36-33.
, Ashley Facio made
seven of the 33 points.
Emilie; Troxell and Taryn
Eubank each made six.
Teichmann made five
points. Pearson made

AR ===

staff photo by David Bowser

Harvester Alex Torres, 23, fights to make a shot in the first period of
the Pampa-Brownfield game Monday at the Caprock Classic

Basketbal; Tournament in Lubbock. ..

»fl-o '-\‘1‘/“‘]‘1

Mmer accounted for
three. Shelbie Watson
made two.

The Lady Harvesters
lost their final game
Tuesday night 46-33 to
the Lady Golden
Tornadoes of Lamesa at
the Frenship gym, but
Miner was the first to
score.

The score through most
of the first quarter was
either tied or the Lady
Harvester led.

Lamesa took a 6-5 lead
late in the first quarter,
then widened their margin
8-5 on a couple of free
throws. With one second
left, a Lamesa lay-up

made it 10-5 at the endiof
the first quarter.

By the half, Lamesa led
20-10.

Pampa was down 13
points at one point, then
battled back to within five

points, only to have
Lamesa widen their lead
again.

The Lady Harvesters
outscored their rivals in
the third quarter 14 to 11.

They scored five points
in the first quarter and five
points in the second quar-
ter, but they scored 14 in
the third and nine in the
fourth.

Lamesa scored 10
points in the first quarter
and another 10 in the sec-

ond qudrtu il

Teichmann had“mghl
points, all: scored in the
second half. Six of those
eight were in the third
period.

Troxell had seven
points. Miner scored five
points.Watson had four
points. Andi Hutto had
four points. Ashlee
Holland scored three
points.

Facio put up two points
in the fourth period.

The Lady Harvesters
pick up district schedule
play Jan. 6 against Dumas
at McNeeley Field House.

by David Bowser
staff reporter

LUBBOCK -- Pampa
came to Lubbock to play
basketball. Instead, they
found a brawl, going
down 78-66 in their open-
ing game at the Caprock
Classic Basketball
Tournament.

Pampa drew first blood
Monday in Lubbock High
Westerner’s gym, scoring
two baskets before the
Brownfield Cubs could
answer.

In what could only be

* described a very physical

game, the two teams

stayed within a.couplé of

points of one another for
most of the first two peri-
ods. It was only at the end
of the first half that the
Cubs began to pull away.

The Harvesters led 15-
13 at the end of the first
quarter.

While the lead swapped
with almost each trip
down the court,
Brownfield began to
broaden their lead at the
end of the second period.

At half time,
Brownfield led 36-28.

The Cubs widened their
lead in the third period to
55-46, finishing with a
win of 78-66 over the
Harvesters in a hard
fought game.

Alex Clendening was
high point man for the
Harvesters with 15 points,
four points in the first
period, two in the second,
seven in the third and two
in the fourth period.

Alex Torres was close
behind with 14 points for

M I FT e S S s

Harvesters fall in Caprock Classic

the game, five in the
opening quarter and five
in the final quarter. He
made four free throws out
of eight attempts, two in
the first quarter and two
in the fourth.

Hayden Skinner scored
10 points Monday after-
noon, two in the first peri-
od, two in the second and
four in the third. He made
two of five free throw
attempts in the second
period.

Matt Smith scored a
total of eight points, four
points in the second quar-
ter, two in the third and
made two of four free
throw attempts in the
fourth.

Blake Sieck scored a
total of seven points, two
in the first period, a three
point shot in the third
period and two in the
fourth period.

Ryan Jimenez put five
points on the board. He
made a three pointer in
the second period, but the
more spectacular shot was
a race to the basket and
two points with 11 sec-
onds left in the game.
Despite trailing 78-64,
Jimenez was not to call it
quits.

Heath Skinner put up
four points, two in the
third and two in the fourth
period.

Travis Hagerman
scored three points, two
in the fourth period and
one free throw in the
fourth period out of three
attempts.
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Pets Of t h e We e k ® ® @ sponsored by The Pampa News

Pictures Of All The Animals Can Be Viewed In The Window Of The Shelter Office 24 Hours A Day

Please Consider Fund 12

For Donations

Your contribution goes to help build a new shelter.
Please Mail to:

PO Box 2499

Pampa,

TX 79066

Happy New Year from the Animal Control Staff!

MONDAY-FRIDAY 3 -5 PM

CONTACT THE ANIMAL SHELTER AT 669-5775 OR COME BY THE SHELTER A1l

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THESE PETS OR ANY OTHER

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 3 PM-5PM

HOBART STREET PARK
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2008: YEAR IN REVIEW

Texas

Continued from Page 1

in insured damage. lke
claimed more victims In
November when the UT
System Board of Regents
announced 3,800 layoffs
at a hurricane-damaged

medical facility in
Galveston.
Polygamist
Retreat
In April, child welfare
officials raided a

Schleicher County ranch
that is home to a break-
away Mormon group.
They placed 438 children
in foster care and accused
the group of forcing
underage girls into mar-
riages and sex. But the
state overreached, and the
Texas Supreme Court
ordered the children
returned to their parents.
Amazingly, this saga
began with an abuse hot-
line phone call now being
investigated as a hoax.

Charles Dean
Hood

Hood, an ex-bouncer at
a topless club, was sen-
tenced to die for killing a
former dancer and her
boyfriend. Numerous
last-minute appeals
failed, but delayed his
June execution by several
hours. Then the warden
nixed it altogether, decid-
ing he couldn’t meet a
midnight deadline. Hood
received a new date, only
to see his execution

stayed after his lawyers
successfully raised the

C—hérles Dean Hood

complaint that the presid-
ing judge and district
attorney in his original
trial were having an
affair.
Airline woes

In March, federal regu-
lators issued a $10.2 mil-
lion civil fine against
Southwest Airlines for
failing to inspect older
planes for cracks and fly-
ing them before inspec-
tions were done. In
August, the FAA
announced it was seeking
$7.1 million from
American  Airlines for
flying airliners after safe-
ty problems were report-
ed and for drug-testing
violations.

State Schools
In April, the state

acknowledged firing or

’ e s .
-
W

Community Now! activist Candie Reyes is escorted out by security
after the group disrupted a meeting of the state's Aging and Disability
Services Council in Austin, Texas on Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2008. The
protest was a response to a recent federal report that found that at
least 53 people died in the past year of preventable condtions at state
mental institutions.(AP Photo/Jack Plunkett)

disciplining more than
800 state school employ-
ees since summer 2003
for mistreating mentally
disabled residents. In
December, the Justice
Department accused the
facilities of violating the
civil rights of the mental-
ly disabled and said at
least 53 residents in the
last year died from condi-
tions usually considered
preventable. Texas
“warehouses” more men-
tally disabled patients in
institutions than any other
state.

Gov. Rick Perry

This year, Perry sur-
passed Bill Clements as
the longest-serving gov-
ernor in Texas history.
Perry, a former Texas
A&M yell leader, has
already signaled his
intention to run again in
2010. He is likely to face
a primary challenge from

Sen. , Kay . Bailey;
- Hutchiﬁ§5§1:§ﬁ§"€‘f' T

smer Texas -cheerleadér,
setting up perhaps the
most meaningful cheer-
leader catfight ever.

Chuck Rosenthal

The ex-Harris County

district attorney survived
a number of missteps that
could charitably be
described as ill-advised:
Lighting firecrackers in a
government building
stairwell as a prank short-
ly after the Oklahoma
City bombing. Violating a
gag order in the Andrea
Yates case. Accepting a
$2,500 campaign dona-
tion from the owner of a
company he was prose-
cuting. What - finally
brought down the
resilient prosecutor: the
release of dozens of polit-
ical, pornographic and
racist e-mails on his gov-
ernment office computer,
including love notes
between the married
prosecutor and his secre-
tary. g

Muslim Charity
Trial

The government’s first

attempt at prosecuting a

Texas, harity japcused of |

funding.-terrorism in the
Middle East"wds a high-
profile failure. Given a
second chance in
November, the govern-
ment won a sweeping vic-
tory: guilty verdicts on all
108 counts. Five leaders

In this June 2, 2008 file photo, Nancy

Dockstader, left,

member of the

Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, embraces her daughter
Amy, 9, after they were reunited at the Baptist
Children's Home Ministries Youth Camp near
Lulling, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay/FILE)

y
IF YOU'RE NOT AT YOUR LAST JOB,
SHOULDN'T BE EITHER
L]

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it

\t Edward Jones. we can explain options for your 401(k)
and he Ip you select the one that's best for vou. If you'd like
to roll it over into an Edward Jones IRA. we can help you
do it without paving taxes or prlM'Hr- So vou can feel con
fident someone is looking out for vou and vour 401 (k)

To find out why it makes sense to talk with Edward
Jones about your 401(k) options, call or visit your
local financial advisor today.

Ben Watson Tom Reynolds

408 W Kingsmill Suite 197A 1540 North Hobart

Pampa. TX 79065 Pampa, TX 7906°*

BO6-6H65 3359 BO6665713

Duane Harp www.edwardjones.com e
1921 N Hobart

Pampa, TX 7906¢
8066656753

]

of the Holy Land
Foundation for Relief and
Development were con-
victed on charges ranging
from supporting a terror-
ist organization to money
laundering and tax fraud.
They plan to appeal.

Obama and
Clinton

In the Democratic pri-
mary, Texas was sup-
posed to be Hillary
Clinton country. It was,
sort of. Clinton narrowly
won the popular vote in
the state’s primary. But
because of the party’s
Byzantine process of
awarding delegates,
Barack Obama could
later count Texas as a
win. Though Clinton
picked up the most dele-
gates from the primary
vote, Obama’s superior
field organization helped
him win more delegates
than Clinton through the
caucus system. The final
delegate count: Obama
99, Clinton 94.

Texas Bus Crash

They were Catholic pil-
grims taking a bus from
Houston to a religious
festival in Missouri. But
they never made it. On
Aug. 8, a retreaded front
tire that shouldn’t have
been in use blew out. The
bus veered off the high-
way and flipped on its
side. Seventeen of the 55
passengers, all of them
members of Vietnamese
Catholic churches in
Houston, died in the
crash.

Death Row Cell
Phones

Cell phone reception on
death row is apparently
pretty good. In October, a
condemned inmate made
threatening calls to a state
senator. That led to a
statewide prison lock-
down that turned up 132
phones, 118 phone charg-
ers and 183 inmate-made
weapons. Officials are
now tightening searches

and even considering a
cell phone jamming
device.

Governor’s

Mansion Fire
It might be the state’s
most notorious unsolved
mystery. A suspect tossed
a Molotov cocktail into
the governor’s mansion,
which was empty while
undergoing a $10 million
renovation. The blaze
destroyed the roof, dam-
aged the walls and
scorched the picturesque
front columns of the two-
story Greek Revival-style

house, whose most
famous residents include
Sam Houston and

President~" George W.
Bush.

Ron Paul
The Texas congress-
man, a registered
Republican with
Libertarian leanings,

heart-lung machine, ush-
ering in the era of open-
heart surgery; developed
artificial hearts and heart
pumps; and created more
than 70 surgical instru-
ments, When he died in
July at age 99, he was
give an honor unique in
Houston: his body lay in
repose at city hall.
Fittingly, he was clad in
surgical scrubs and a
white lab coat.

Border Fence

BORDER FENCE: The
federal plan to erect a
fence along the border
played out in the courts in
2008. One of the snags:
hundreds of property
owners upset about hav-
ing their land seized. So
far, the feds have filed
more than 300 condem-
nation lawsuits, leaving
the courts to decide how
land owners should be
compensated.

President George W. Bush and his daughter
Jenna Bush pose for a photographer
Saturday, May 10, 2008, prior to her wedding
to Henry Hager at the Bush family's Prairie
Chapel Ranch in Crawford, Texas. AP file
photo.

never stood a serious
chance in his quixotic
presidential bid. But his
mantra of limited govern-
ment earned him some
serious campaign cash
and a hard-core follow-
ing. His online collection
of $4.3 million was the
largest Internet fundrais-
ing amount in a single
day by a Republican can-
didate.

Dr. Michael
Debakey
It’s no overstatement to
say DeBakey was one of
the best doctor’s in the
world. He treated kings
and princes and presi-
dents. He invented a
major component of the

D S

Jenna Bush
Wedding
The bride wore Oscar

de la Renta. The groom
wore a dark-blue suit and
a powder-blue tie. And
the president and his
daughter danced to “You
Are So Beautiful.” The
wedding of Jenna Bush to
Henry Hager, held away
from public view at the
Bush family ranch .in
Crawford, was relatively
small and private ,Ai a
departure from tradition-
ally splashy first family
weddings.

The staff of The Pampa News
thanks all our readers
for their support during 2008
and wishes you all a prosperous

and happy 2009
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Dear Abby...

‘DEAR ABBY: My prob-
lem is unusual, but I'm
hoping if you address it in
your column it will help.
I'm a married man, confi-
dent in who I am, who
- wears skirts for comfort. |
feel skirts are more com-
fortable than pants, which
I find tight, restrictive and
uncomfortable. 1 wear
skirts around the house,
when I'm out running
errands and when I attend
church. My clergyman has
raised no objection to it.
After much
research, my wife and I
have concluded that the
" only thing against men
" wearing skirts is social
‘pressure, and then only in
certain  countries -~
" America being one of
them. Pants are a relatively
new style of clothing. For
thousands of years of
recorded history, men and

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

women both wore skirts.
Then women fought for
and won the right to wear
pants, shorts, whatever
they wanted -- which is
great. | believe men should
have the same option. My
wife supports me in this.
Our problem is
some family members who
disagree have talked
behind our backs, started
rumors and turned people
against us with false infor-
mation. How can I make
them understand ‘that they
are entitled to their belief,
but that they shouldn't gos-
sip and create problems for
us because I am not doing
anything wrong? -- JOE
IN PENNSYLVANIA
DEAR JOE:
Gossip is the province of
small-minded people, and
it is sad that your relatives
have used the fact that you
have chosen to be different

as an opportunity to spread
malicious falsehoods.

As long as you
have the testicular forti-
tude and shapely enough
legs to wear skirts, then
you have my blessing.
Some men's clothing
designers have been trying
for years to revive skirts as
part of men's wardrobes.
Because fashion trends not
only change but often
revolve, who's to say
you're not on the leading
edge of what's to come?

DEAR ABBY: A
friend of mine bought me a
bathrobe. I had told her a
while ago that my favorite
one had become old,
ragged and faded. I also
mentioned that I'd had a
hard time finding one to
replace it that was light-
weight enough because
most are too warm.

When 1 opened
her gift, I realized that the
one she had bought for me
was too heavy. I went to
exchange it for one in a
thinner fabric, but found
nothing I liked, so I select-

ed some kitchen utensils
because I enjoy cooking
and have cooked for her
many times.

The next time I
saw her, I thanked her and
explained what I had done.
Now she's upset with me.
She says I have hurt her
feelings, and she's holding
it against me. Was I rude
by exchanging her gift,
and if so, how can I make
it better? Her friendship is
important to me. -- TONY
IN ALTOONA

DEAR TONY:
Apologize to her again,
and tell her you're sorry
her feelings were hurt.
Then ask her what she
would have preferred -- to
have her gift hanging
unused in your closet
because it wasn't comfort-
able, or exchanged for
something you could real-
ly use. As emotionally
vested as she may have
been in the bathrobe she
selected, if she has a prac-
tical bone in her body, she
should see it your way.

Answer to yesterday's puzzle:

ANSWER:
1|8]6]5/4]9}7]3]|2
9/3|4]7|8|2]5|6]1
7]2]5)1]3|6]9]4|8
2|19|7]13]|1|8]6|/5|4
5/113]16]|7(4]12|8]|9
4|16/812|9|5]11]7]3
8l4|119|5]|7]3|2|6
6/7]|9]18]|2|3]14]1|5
3|5|2]4|6|1]8|9]|7
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1 Public Notice

U S e S
Independent Executrix.
All persons having
against  this

Estate which is

’ currently being admin-

istered are required to
present them to the
under-signed within the
time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Beth Flowers

c/o: Inda L. Crawford
Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 1336

. Cause No. 9150, Facsimile:
 pending in the County (806)537-3118

* Court of Gray County,
‘Texas, to: Beth State Bar No.:
Flowers, Successor 45005745
C-10 Dec. 31, 2008

Petroleum Bulk

Drivers

castex (

Srude Ce

& £

N\ ‘.

A A ——
szm
ADVERTISING Ma-
terial to be placed in
the Pampa News,
MUST be placed
through the Pampa
News Office A
10 Lost/Found

S S
REWARD. Lost male
off-white Terrier type
dog Dec. 20th. Neu-
tered. Hard of hearing.
“Sparky.” 1800 bl. of
Coffee. 440-1010.

COUNTY COURT 311 Main Street
OF Panhandle, TX 79068 13 Bus.
GRAY COUNTY, DATED the 29th day
: TEXAS of December, 2008. GREAT  Investment
NOTICE Law Office of opp. Pampa motel. Re-
TO CREDITORS Inda Watson tired or individu-
.. ~Notice is hereby given Crawford, al, 665-1875, 806-383-
~“that  Letters  Testa- PC 1985.
".mcmary for the estate P.O. Box 1336 14d C
«~7of OLIN JESSE 311 Main Street
_WELDON, Deceased, Panhandle, TX 79068 Carpentry, Roofing,
were issued on Telephone: Replacement Windows,
+ "December 19, 2008, in (806)537-3116

steel siding & trim.
Continuous gutters. Jer-
ry Nicholas 669-9991,
662-8169

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-
6347.

REMODELING all
types. Concrete, doors,
tile, drywall. Brian,
806-664-9613.

14e Serv.
NU-WAY

Bob Marx Owner-Oper-

ator. Call 665-3541.
MRS A

14h Gen. Serv.

e ————.
HOUSE Cracking? In
bricks or walls? Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. 800-
299-9563, 806-352-
9563

COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or
build new. Free esti-
mates. Call 669-7769.

A S AR
14h Gen. Serv.

&
&

AN )

e e
CBRAMCulewottNEED Maintenance LARGE in
person, part-time. CallHedIcy’l'XhlooHngmthmkuendmesc-

floor,
shower, kitchen. Tex-
ture, painting, dry wall.
Free esti. Call 665-3453
leave message, Jesus
Barraza.

GOOCH'S Bathroom
Renovations. Complete
Remodels.  848-2820.
Free Estimates.

JH Concrete Work.
Stamps, driveways, ad-
dition, fences, patios.
Free Est. 806-382-5408.
e

14s Plumb

BROWNING'S Heat-
ing & Aif, a name you
have trusted for over 44
yrs. Call Bill 665-1212

CIRCLE M Plumbing.
Repair, Remodel. Resi.,
Comm. Over 30 yrs. as
a Master Plumber. Mike
J. McBride, M12260.
Call 806-626-5204.

JACK'S Plumbing, 715
W. Foster, 665-7115.

19 Situations

WILL Clean
Houses
Have References
Call 440-4902

e —=
21 Help Wanted

CHEMICAL Delivery
Driver. Oil field experi-
ence helpful. Mandato-
ry drug test and back-
ground check. CDL
with hazmat and air
brake endorsement will
be required during em-
ployment. Good bene-
fits- 401k after 1st year

of employment. Pampa

- Canadian area. 1-806-
228-5463 for lica-
tion. 1-888-881-3248

(ask for Roger, Mike, or
Chris)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Jan
1, 2009:

Your ability to remain mellow and stable
could be undermined this year
Exhaustion often hits when trying to win
others’ friendship and good will. Ask
yourself if you always need to be the
popular kid. Learn to express your feel-
ings before they become explosive. If
you are single, you'll discover what a
special year you could have if you relax.
Check out any suitor with care. This per-
son might misrepresent him- or herself.
Find the real person. If you are attached,
learn to express your hurt before it
evolves into anger, for everyone’s sake.
PISCES often draws you out and can
make an excellent neighbor.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

% %% Communication flourishes. A
long-overdue conversation could define
the day. Listen to suggestions, with an
eye to affirming other people’s ideas.
You have a lot that you might want to
contemplate. Tonight: Get some much-
needed R and R.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

* %%k Today is not too soon to start
fulfilling a resolution or two. Did you not
make any resolutions? There is no such
thing as too late. Consider what change
you can make that would improve your
life. Tonight: Find a friend or two.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% Others look to you, and you step
up to the plate. You might have had

intentions otherwise, but events force
your hand. Demonstrate your sense of
responsibility and good will. Tonight: A
must appearance

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% % %% You have a most distinct style
— don’t kid yourself. If you decide to get
something done, it is as good as done.
Knowing your limitations might be
important. Make time for planning a trip
or calling a friend. Tonight: Put on some
music.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%%kk% A partner responds to your
overtures and thoughts in a big way. You
have a lot of ideas and energy. Leam to
use your abilities to keep a situation
peaceful. Tempers could flare without
your interference. Tonight: Listen to a
suggestion.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

*kk* Know when to defer, making
everyone, including you, much happier.
You might have other matters to deal
with, no matter how much you would
like to do otherwise. Investigate an offer.
Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oect. 22)

%% % Get into a project rather than delay
it any longer. You are able to clear out
more than your fair share. Stop and listen
to an irate relative, neighbor or friend.
Try not to personalize what you hear.
Then you can really “hear.” Tonight: Get
some long-overdue rest.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* &%k & Listen to what is going on
with a child or potential loved one. Help
others find their way out of the haze with
a nurturing and accepting attitude. You
might be surprised by what you can

DAILY HOROSCOPE

accomplish! Tonight: Put your feet up.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
*k%k% Don't feel
repressed. You have the good fortune of a
timeout. A family situation could demand
more than you would like to pve
Tonight: Stop and consider your priori-
ties.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
*kkkk Defer and understand what

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
*%%% You might not have all

© 2008 by King Features Syndicate Inc.
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CDL Drivers wanted

T T———— e STt
lﬂﬂw ZIEWM lﬂﬂWlnted 69 Misc.

NGB M e
ADVERTISING Ma-
terial to be placed in

Se habla espariol

665-0415. for a Night Watchman. ment. Drug test re- the Pampa News
" NOTICE _ Benefits avail. Please quired. Call Brad 216- MUST be placed
RmmmwminpumdSWMO,l%-Slu through the Pampa
fully investigate adver- CR 23 in Hedley, be- NEED iady to clean. News Office Only.
tisements which require fWeen 7am-5pm. Call
payment in advance for 665-1875. 80 Pets & Su
information, services or MCLEAN e — bt zer
g CARE | Sasmmmmtemmien PoPpics for sale. | ma..
DEMO SPA SPECIAL, | fe. Shots started.
$1500.00 [ CENTER ; 50% OFF. Delivery. Ready now! Please call
SIGN ON BONUS| [bas ~ immediate] 0 o0c 168 0597~ 662-4940 after 3pm.
PAMPA NURSING | |opening for Certi- B e — BOXER PUPS for sale.
CENTER g“’ N:;” MA“"”- 50 $200. 806-382-8413
is currently hiring a ome cLean D
BN IvRe" | [care Conter or can b 15yl § Aps.
For Mon. thru Fri | [806-779-2469 for 669-3291
6am to 2pm Shift more information. >
Please apply NEED Relidble, Experi- mtums———
n person to: enced, maintenance RED Bam will be EQUAL HOUSING
Mandi Martin man. Some plumbing closed Christmas & UPrORTUNTY
RN, DON knowledge needed. New year's weekends.i A g il
1321 W. KGIM!E Must "“f:n ‘”““: PAMPA NEWS |[tised herein is subject
f " will close at noon |to the Federal Fair
13 on New Year’s Housing Act, which
Eve, and there makes it illegal to ad-
$1500.00 vertise “any prefer-
SIGN ON BONUS will not be a |ence, limitation, or
PAMPA NURSING newspaper New ducnf iminati l’on b:jCl}m
N'z 9 of race, color, religion,
hcuffnnyn:h.. Yoar's Day, s sex, handicap, familial
NURSE AIDES that employees |suus or national ori-
For All Shifts may spend time |gin, or intention to
with their family |make any such prefer-
Please apply & friends. Hap y ence, limitation, or
ot <4 PY \discrimination.” State
Mandl Martia New Year from |, aiso forbids dis-
RN, DON the Pampa News!! |crimination based on
1321 W. Kentucky FINISHED  OFFICE. |these factors. We will
EEOE Quick Delivery, call |7 khowingly accept
806-358-4559 any advertising for re-
203 N West. - al estate which is in vi-
VIBRA-WHIRL AMERICAN olation of the law. All
SPORTS persons are hereby in-
Seeking  Construction & ¥ 3] |SELF STORAGE, [Formed that all dwell-
Superintendost. _ Full 2500 N. HOBART | |ings advertised are
time position. Travel FULL & Part-time Pro- PAMPA, TX available on an equal
req. Good benefits. Sal- id ded for Pam- AUCTION opportunity basis.
ary based on exp. For area for adult &
more _info. call B phe | Jan.7,1pm. | EXPERIENCE  the
806-537-3526. g P“‘“"l : Sell by no::e away fn;m I?o':
. for Panhandle patients Complete m“wn S. T:tcmaun“rc:dy
on Saturdays. Above Unit Only Wkly & monthly rates.
average pay & trip fee. |Household & Misc.| White Deer Motel. 883-
oy kg ot v | #045 Bradley | 2572 or 665-1875.
iy #C004 Darling
#E040 Russell
Aff
let down or 600 pm . y
artieg
: 806-660-2226 Thurs-Fri: 3:00pm-11:
No. Sat: 10:00am-11:
Dunn 806-570-7508 Sun: 2:00pm-8:
Poole 806-665-5523 Mon-Tues-Wed by

12-31

JHCW 0

NWHV'U WTW:

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for .nother. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE
R H UH

PQM

OD NQL HVW PVOTOMB.
PVOTW OD
PVOMCOMB.

YQMUYOWMYW

Yesterday’s C 3
A RUN IN Sm

NQL'T

LOST TIME WAS LIKE
G. IT ALWAYS GOT WORSE.
— ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH

D W MWI
'R PVOMC
PQM’'R
W ZWWM
NQLYV

96 Unfurn. Al

LAKEVIEW Apt. 1 &
2 bdr. unfurn. apt. Call
for availability. Ref. &
deposit req. 669-4386

LARGEST in Pampa.
Spacious 1&2 bdr. apts.
Friendly neighbors.
Reas. rates. 665-1875.

THE Schneider House,
now leasing apts., 1 & 2
bdr., utilities incl. 120
S. Russell or call 665-
0415.

T U S
98 Unfurn. Houses
B T

PICK up rental list, in
Gray Box, at 125 S.
Houston, Pampa.

1341 N. Dtincan, 2 bdr.,
Iba., Irg. fenced back
yard, near sch. 806-683-
1935, 409-861-1993

LARGE 4 bdrm., 2 ba.
Mobile Home. 664-
0815, 665-8317

1 bdr,, 1 ba. washer /

dep. Call 665-5473.

2 bdr, 1 ba, 2211
Hamilton. $500 mo.,
$500 dep. Call 665-
5473.

99 Stor.

DOWNTOWN  office
space for rent. Utilities
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking.
669-6823
OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
NBC PLAZA
806-665-4100

e ——
103 Homes For Sale
——————

FOR all your Real Es-
tate needs, call John
Goddard, at Century
21! Where knowledge
& expertise mafter.
806-595-1234.

HIGHEST
PAID

FOR HOUSES!
CALL 665-1875

CASH

Utility
OWC. 662-7557.

et
115 Trailer Parks
e ————

TUMBLEWEED
Acres, Storm Shelters,
fenced, stor. bidg. avail.
665-0079, 665-2450.
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2008: YEAR IN REVIEW
Phelps and ‘Great Haul of China’ take awards

By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

Michael Phelps had just finished his work at the
Water Cube, still wet but his place in history secure,
when he walked up to his longtime coach.

“Good job,” Bob Bowman said.

C’mon, coach, couldn’t you come up with some-
thing a little more memorable? Didn’t you have a “win
one for the flipper” speech stashed away for such a
momentous occasion?

“At that point, there was not much to say,” Bowman
recalled Monday when reached by phone, chuckling at
the brevity of his comments on that August day in
Beijing. “It had all been said.”

Well, not quite.

The honors just keep on coming for the “Great Haul
of China” ,Ai Phelps’ feat has now been selected as
the top sports story of the year by members of The
Associated Press.

By taking down Mark Spitz’s Holy Grail of records
with eight gold medals at the Beijing Olympics,
Phelps also was a runaway selection for AP’s male
athlete of the year. Only Olympic sprinting sensation
Usain Bolt (five votes) and New York Giants quarter-
back Eli Manning (four) got more than a single vote.
Phelps was named on 172 ballots, becoming just the
third swimmer to claim the award.

“Every single moment over there, whether it was
winning a gold medal, swimming for my county,
spending time with teammates ,Ail I had a blast,” the
23-year-old Phelps told the AP recently.

He one-upped Spitz’s mark from the 1972 Munich
Games by winning five individual golds and serving
on three relay teams that also touched first ,Ai and by
breaking seven world records along the way. Not bad
for someone who couldn’t sit still in elementary
school (he was eventually diagnosed with ADHD), a
once-scrawny kid with big ears who was picked on
mercilessly and prone to fits of whining and crying.

“Some of the accomplishments have sunk in, but
some haven’t,” said Phelps, who followed Don
Schollander in 1964 and Spitz in ‘72 as swimmers
winning the AP’s annual top male athlete award. “I’ve
been on the road a lot and haven’t had time to myself
to really sit there and think about what really did hap-
pen this summer and this whole year.”

Trust us, Michael, it was quite a ride.

Your wake included the New York Giants’ upset of
New England in the Super Bowl, which ruined the
Patriots’ perfect season but had to settle for second
place in story-of-the-year voting. Tiger Woods’ saga
,Al season-ending surgery after a gutty U.S. Open
playoff win ,Ai was third, followed by Brett Favre’s
on-again, oﬁ"-agam retirement and move to the New
York Jets. The Boston Celtics’ worst-to-first turn-
around that ended with an NBA title over the rival Los
Angeles Lakers took the fifth spot.

As with all great stories, the opening chapter laid the
foundation. =

Phelps was only 16 ,Ai an emerging stud in the pool
but little known to the non-chlorine crowd, when he
sat down at a table full of lawyers to discuss signing
with an agent for the first time. He was wearing a
baseball cap, probably tilted sideways. He sat through
most of the meeting with that bored, distant look of
his, seemingly unconcerned with such mundane mat-
ters as percentages and sponsorships.

Finally, Phelps was asked what he wanted out of this
new relationship.

His answer, delivered without hesitation, showed a
foresight beyond his years. He was seeking main-
stream acceptance, for both himself and his sport. He
saw no reason the world’s greatest swimmer couldn’t
be part of the same exclusive club as guys such as
Michael Jordan and Tiger Woods.

“I want to be on SportsCenter,”
Peter Carlisle.

Mission accomplished, and then some. There’s been
countless magazine covers, enough TV appearances to
qualify for his guild card (including a stint hosting the
season premiere of “Saturday Night Live”) and a
quickie book just in time for the holiday buying sea-
son.

And, yes, he’s even made the taoloids, the ultimate
compliment in our celebrity obsessed culture though
not always the most flattering coverage.

“I think the biggest change for him is just trying to
adjust to the attention,” Bowman said. “It’s really
been beyond anything we imagined.”

How is Phelps handling everything from speculation
about his girlfriend to his exploits on the late-night
circuit?

“Overall, he’s done pretty well,” Bowman said.
“He’s learned a lot about how to handle himself. I
think the hard part is handling all the people who
come along with celebrity.”

he told agent-to-be

The pool is where he’ll always be most comfortable.
Phelps already has resumed light training and will get
back into a full-time training routine shortly after the
first of the year. He plans on swimming at one more
Olympics before getting of with the rest of his life,
and the 2012 London Games will give him a chance to
put another of his records ,Ai winningest Olympian
ever with 14 gold medals A1 totally out of reach for
the foreseeable future.

But all the stars aligned during nine magical days in
Beijing.

“I haven’t been able to think in great detail about
everything that’s happened and what I’ve done,”
Phelps said. “Once I start getting back in the water and
things settle down, I think I’ll be able to look back on
things and remember everything that happened and
really be able to think about it and ponder it.”

Looking ahead, Phelps will likely focus on three or
four individual events, plus the relays. That would
give him a chance to close his Olympic career with an
even 20 gold medals.

Not too shabby.

“Anything he does from here on out is gravy,”
Bowman said. “He’s earned the right to do it any way
he wants to do it.”

In this Aug. 12, 2008 file photo, United States' Michael Phelps

swims in
terfly semi-final during the swimming competitions in the National

Beijing 2008 Olympics in Beijing. Phelps' feat eight gold medals at the Beijing Olympics, has
been selected as the top sports story of the year by members of The Associated Press. (AP
Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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Sports was enough to drive someone bats

By FRED LIEF
AP Sports Writer

Indignities come in all
forms. John Odom, how-
ever, may have found a
classification all his own.

Odom is a minor league
pitcher, and not an espe-
cially good one. He was
traded this year from the
Calgary Vipers to the
Laredo Broncos of the
Golden Baseball League.
He wasn’t traded for cash
or even for those old reli-
able “future considera-
tions” and “player to be
named.”

Odom was traded for 10
bats.

No doubt, it could have
been worse. A year or so
ago, a European soccer
player was said to have
been traded for a slab of
beef.

But for the Odom, the
going price was 10 black,
34-inch maple bats.
According to the manu-
facturer, they sell at dis-
count for $65.50 each.

Odom was drafted by
the San Francisco Giants
in 2003 but released. He
still thinks he’s got a shot
at the big leagues. In the
meantime, without a
Robin for a sidekick, he
has a nickname: Bat Man.

“I’m still in shock from
this phenomenon,” he
said. “I don’t know how
to describe it. It’s mind-
boggling.”

Humiliation is an equal
opportunity  employer,
and in 2008 there was
plenty to go around.

Consider Eliot Spitzer.
It wasn’t enough that the
former New York gover-
nor got caught in a tabloid
inferno for his call-girl
escapades. The Macon
Music of minor league
baseball’s South Coast
League promoted, before

ultimately backing off ,
an “Eliot Spitzer Night”
in which any fan named
Eliot, Spitzer or Kristen
(his lady of choice) would
get $1 off admission.

Or consider the
women’s hockey team of
Bulgaria, which lost an
Olympic qualifier to
Slovakia 82-0. There was
not even the faintest sil-
ver lining for the
Bulgarians. They were
outshot 139-0.

Soccer referee Sergei
Shmolik didn’t fare much
better. In a game in
Belarus, he wobbled off
the field, seemingly from
back pain. Later, the
source of his discomfort
became clear: He was
drunk.

Even Adam “Pacman”

Jones, no stranger to
excess, broke new
ground. The Dallas

Cowboys comerback got
into another scuffle, this
time with one of his own
bodyguards.

China’s Wang Hao, an
Olympic table tennis
champion in a country
where the sport is
revered, was ordered to
explain himself to team-
mates in a shameful dec-
laration. His crime? He
confronted a parking
attendant who reportedly
caught him urinating out-
side a karaoke hall.

It was more a case of
courage than contrition
for photographer Ryan
McGeeney of the
Standard-Examiner in
Provo, Utah. He was cov-
ering a high school track
meet when he was
speared in the leg by a
javelin. McGeeney was
not one to pass up a good
shot. While others tended
to him, he snapped a
photo of his wound.

“If I didn’t,” he said, “it
would probably be my
editor’s first question
when I got back.”

Seemingly no sport was
immune from its quirky
moments: Tennessee
women’s basketball
coach Pat Summit dislo-
cated her shoulder fend-
ing off a raccoon on the

deck of her home;
German champion bil-
liards  player Axel

Buescher was suspended
for doping; soccer fans in
Argentina ,Ai twice in
one week! ,Ai hijacked
buses to get to games on
time, making it in neither
instance; Volvo Ocean
Race sailors girded them-
selves not only for ice-
bergs but pirates; and
pirates of a different sort,
the last-place Pittsburgh
Pirates, looked to India
for hope. They signed
two pitchers who until
this year had not thrown a
baseball.

The Spanish Soccer
League was awarded a
cemetery in lieu of unpaid
debts in a lawsuit involv-
ing a club owner. Fans of
the German soccer club
Hamburger SV now have
their own cemetery, with
the option of a grave cov-
ered in grass from the
team’s field. And the
Jamaican hotel room
where Pakistan cricket
coach Bob Woolmer died
under mysterious circum-
stances now pulls in
tourists.

“It’s pretty amazing,”
said Lloyd Bremner, gen-
eral manager of the
Jamaica Pegasus. “Some
people request to be in it;
some want to be on the
same floor.”

Some oldsters were still
going strong in 2008. Leo
Fiyalko, 92, made a hole-

in-one in Clearwater, Fla.,
he is also blind. Dale
Davis of Alta, lowa, who
is 78 and legally blind,
bowled a 300 game. Ken
Mink found new life on
the basketball team at
Roane State, a Tennessee
community college, at a
sprightly 73.

Sportsmanship, so often
on the run, made a rare
sighting in 2008 this year.
Sara  Tucholsky, a
Western Oregon softball
player, slugged her first
college home run against
Central Washington. But
her knee buckled at first
base and she couldn’t go
farther.

She was told teammates
couldn’t assist and a
pinch-runner would limit
her to a single. Then, two
Central Washington play-
ers carried Tucholsky
around the diamond,
allowing her to touch
each base with her good
leg until she made it to
the plate. The homer
helped eliminate Central
Washington from the
playoffs.

“In the end, it is not
about winning and losing
so much,” said Mallory
Holtman, who helped lift
Tucholsky around the
bases. “She hit it over the
fence and was in pain,
and she deserved a home
mn“'

There was nothing
sporting about Marian
Hinnant. She was a juror
in the corruption trial of
Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens.
She told the judge her
father died and she had to
go to California. It turned
out she was lying and her
father hadn’t died.
Hinnant had flown to
California to see the
Breeders’ Cup.




