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10 % off all In-stock

Booring mEchases
We're Small But Good!

Iriendly faces and Compeotitive Prices

36+ Years Experience
* Laminate *
Wood - Carpet

The Floor Store

210 Perryton Parkway
66 4455
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HOUSE LENELING

Uneven Floors

Floor Bracing
Cracks In Bricks
Sticking Doors & Windows
0 Interior Wall Cracking

FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-299-9563

WWW.CHILDERSLEVELING.COM

RUG RATS
Professional Carpet
& Air Duct Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

Ronnie Harvill Owner

665-1976 o+ 662-9219

M#10341 « LICENSED * INSURED

BOB'S PLUMBING

PAMPA, TEXAS

806-669-1940

CELL# 806-584-0809
HOURS MON-FRI 8-6 * SAT 8-12
EMERGENCY ANYTIME
OWNERS: BOBBY FAIRES / DUECE FAIRES
T W TN ST

———

MMONS

CONSTRUCTION

(ustom Homes Roofing -Window Replacement
‘Remodehing and Additions -Siding

;lw& H Leasing

1945 N. Hobart * 665-2061

ol anud

1224 North Hobart

NBC Plaza 2, Suite 11

Pampa, TX « 806-688-7081
www.ashmoreassociates.

Jim Bruton
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Medical
fund set up

by Rachel Stennett
rstennett@thepampanews.com
A medical fund has been estab-
lished for the three members of the
Castro family, who suffered from
extreme exposure to poisonous
carbon monoxide fumes at their

Pampa home on Dec. 16.

Susapa, Gaspar, 26, and her two
children, Luis Castro Jr., 5, and
two-month-old Celeste Guadalupe
Castro were all found unconscious
inside their residence at 720 Naida,
from leaking fumes in a heater that
was not properly vented to the out-
side of the house, according to
Pampa Fire Department Chief Kim

Powell.

The three family members were
found by family friend Marta
Silva, who had gone over to the
house after Luis Castro, Sr., said he
had tried to contact his wife,
Susana, from work multiple times

but could not reach her.

When Silva entered the home,
she found the three unconscious.

See Castro, Page 3

“I personally want to

thank the fire department
and all the personnel that
responded that day and

also PRMC ER and their

staff,” Silva said. “Also,
thanks to everyone for
their prayers, they

worked and are continu-

ing to work.”

—Marta Silva
Castro family friend
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Above, Susana Gaspar, mother of
Luis Castro, 5, and Celeste Castro,
two months, with father Luis Carlos
Castro at Children’s Medical Center
in Dallas Christmas weekend. The
talized after taking in dangerous lev-
els of carbon monoxide in their home
on Dec. 16. A fund has been estab-
lished to help the family with medical

At left, Luis Castro recovers at
Children’s Medical Center.

City cracking
down on
code violators

by David Bowser
dbowser@thepampanews.com

Pampa’s code enforce-

| ment department will crack

down on violations this
month.
Joey Williams, code

8| enforcement officer for the
B city, said citizens who have
| been cited for any type of

code violation will have
until Jan. 30, to correct
their problem areas or face
fines. Additional citations
will be issued following
the deadline.

The concern is primarily
for trash and abandoned
property.

Williams said that some
property owners have mul-
tiple violations that could
become costly after the
Jan. 30 deadline.

“After the problem has
been addressed,” Williams
said, “and you have
received a citation, every
day thereafter is a separate
violation.”

He said a simple junk
and debris citation carries a
$175 fine. That fine can

increase in three days to
$700 if the problem is not
taken care of, he said.

Beginning in February,
Williams said, the names of
violators who still haven’t
addressed their code viola-
tions will be published in
The Pampa News.

Williams said the code
enforcement division of the
city normally gives viola-
tors at least a month to
address any problems.
Unfortunately, he added,
many citations go unheed-
ed so the city is beginning
an enforcement program.

The program is designed
to make Pampa a better
place to live for each of
us,” Williams said, “and a
more attractive community
for prospective citizens
who are looking to move
here.”

Williams said anyone
with questions about a cita-
tion may contact him at
669-5740 or by email at
jwilliams@cityofpampa.or

staff photo by Betsy Phillips

Pampa Police, Fire and Guardian EMS responded when a driver south-
bound in the 1300 block of Charles Street failed to yleld the right-of-
way to a car headed east on Kentucky resulting in this crash scene
Wednesday afternoon (Jan. 7). Roger Lee Smith, 16, of Lefors was
driving the 2009 Silver Scion when it struck the 1995 Green Dodge
belonging to Kimberly Ann Godsey of Pampa. Godsey was transport-
ed from the scene to PRMC.

Energy firms paid out fewer taxes in ’08

AUSTIN (AP) —
Under Texas’ current state
business tax, oil and gas
producers got a $78 mil-
lion tax break last year —
when the industry was

awash in record profits —
compared to 2007 figures,
according to a preliminary
report from a state adviso-
ry committee.

Energy firms paid out

$411 million in 2008,
down from nearly $489
million in 2007. The
industry also separately
pays state levies including

See Energy, Page 3
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High 59 High 48 High 57
Low 24 Low 26 Low 30

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59.
Wind chill values between 27 and 37 early.
Windy, with a north-northwest wind 10 to 15
mph increasing to between 25 and 30 mph.
Winds could gust as high as 40 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with'a low
around 24. Wind chill values between 14 and
19. North-northwest wind between 15 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 48.
North-northwest wind between 10 and 15
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low
around 26. North-northwest wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming south-southwest.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 57.
North-northwest wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 30. North-northwest wind between 5
and 10 mph.

() This information brought to you by...
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PRESTIGE
AUTOBODY & ACCESSORIES
101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500

Merry CurisTmas & Happy New Year!

FREE CEMETERY SPACE
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Gardens

ugsoleum of Pampa

23rd St and Price Rd
memory-gardens.tripod.com
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665-8921

— Grain prices !
The following grain quotations are pro-

Services tomorrow

Obituaries

GREER, Marcia F. — Memorial services, 10 a.m., First Baptist Church, Pampa. :
PEPPER, Elizabeth Holden — Memorial services, 2 p.m., Memory Gardens Cemetery,

Pampa.

Marcia F. Greer, 66

where she had
been a resident
most of her life.
She married Bill

Marcia F. Greer, 66, of
Pampa, Texas, died Jan. 7,
2009,.at Amarillo, Texas.

Memorial services will
be at 10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 9, Greer on, May
2009, at the First Baptist 23, 1961. She
Church with Dr. Johnny was a member
Funderburg, pastor, and the of Calvary
Rev. Barry Owens, associ- Baptist Church
ate pastor, officiating. and an active

Cremation and arrange- member of
ments are under the direc- WMU.
tion - of  Carmichael- Marcia loved
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Greer

Survivors
include her hus-
band, Bill Greer,
of the home; two
daughters,
Mistie West and
husband Billy of
Pampa and
Christie  Wall
and husband
Brian of
Bushland; 1 sis-
ter, Linda

spending time with her McClure of Borger; five

Mrs. Greer was born grandchildren and attend- grandchildren, Coleby
Nov. 24, 1942, in Pampa ing all their activities. West, Katelin  Wall,
Javier ‘Chieto’ Ontiveros, 41

CORPUS CHRISTI, Funeral
Texas — Javier “Chieto” Directors.
Ontiveros, 41, died Jan. 5, M r s
2009, at Corpus Christi. Ontiveros was

Services will be at 2 born July 3,
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10, 1967, in
2009, at Carmichael- Mission, Texas.
Whatley Colonial Chapel He was a 1985
in Pampa with the Rev. graduate of
Josgph Ravi, associate Pampa  High
pastor of St. Vincent de School. He was
Paul Catholie Church of a boilermaker in

the construction
industry.  He was
Catholic.

Pampa, officiating.

Burial will be in
Fairview Cemetery in
Pampa under the direction

Ontiveros

Survivors include his

vided by Attebury Grain of White Deer for
the close of the last open market day.

Cash Five results

AUSTIN  (AP)
Results of the Cash §
drawing Wednesday night:

Winning numbers
drawn: 4-11-20-18-37.

Number matching five
of five: 1. Prize: $24,889

Winning ticket sold in:
Houston

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN  (AP)
Results of the Lotto Texas
drawing Wednesday night:

Winning numbers
drawn: 27-44-37-24-54-
38.

Number matching six of
six: 0.

Number matching five

Matching four of five:

89. Prize: $126

Matching three of five:
2,557. Prize: $11

Matching two of five:
26,505. Prize: $2

Next Cash 5 drawing:
Thursday night.

of six: 13. Prize: $2,825.
Number matching four
of six: 934. Prize: $58.
Number matching three
of six: 19,619. Prize: $3.
Estimated jackpot for
Saturday night drawing:
$8 million.

Texan arrested overseas for
allegedly videotaped sex acts

BANGKOK, Thailand
(AP) An American fugi-
tive wanted in the United
States for allegedly raping

“four girls and videotaping

the sex acts was arrested
Thursday in Thailand, police
said

Darren Ray Castleberry,

" 41, of Spring, Texas, was

arrested in a central Bangkok
shop. Police  believe
Castleberry has been living
in Thailand since 2006.
Castleberry, who was sub-
ject of a global manhunt after
Interpol issued an arrest war-
rant for him, is being
detained at the Thai
Immigration Bureau pend-
ing extradition to the United
States, according to The
Nation  newspaper in

CITY
BRIEFS

I'he Pampa News is not
responsible for the content
of paid advertisement

ANDERSON APPLI-
ANCE Service, Cody
806-662-1841.

Bangkok.

Castleberry has been
charged with four counts of
aggravated sexual assault of
a child, according to the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Department. A clerk in the
department’s fugitive divi-
sion said the t had
not been notified of the
arrest as of Thursday mom-
ing.
Castleberry’s family said
they believe that he was liv-
ing with a new girlfriend
overseas. Before that, he is
believed to have worked in
the Middle East, including
Turkey or Uzbekistan,
KHOU-TV in Houston has
reported.

Several Southeast Asian
countries, including
Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam, are popular with
sex offenders due to lax law
enforcement, corruption in
the justice system and pover-
ty that forces children into
prostitution.

A number of high-profile
suspects have been caught in
Thailand, including
Christopher Paul Neil of
Canada, who was arrested
last year after an Interpol
manhunt sparked by some
200 Internet photos showing
him allegedly abusing
Vietnamese and Cambodian
boys.

of Carmichael-Whatley

wife, Lisa Ontiveros, of

the home; five
daughters,
Evonne
Ontiveros and
Christina
Ontiveros, both
of Phoenix,
Arizona, Anna
Ontiveros,
Sierra Ontiveros
and Rosie
Ontiveros, all of
Corpus Christi;
three brothers, Joel
Ontiveros and wife Lydia
of Calvert, Julian
Ontiveros of Pampa, and

Cameron Wall, Brett West'
and Halie West. SPECIAL
NOTICE: The family will-
be at 2429 Mary Ellen in
Pampa.

MEMORIALS: First
Baptist Church, P.O. Box
621, Pampa, TX 79066-
0621; or Calvary Baptist
Church, 900 E. 23rd,
Pampa, TX 79065.

—Sign the on-line reg-
ister book at
www.carmichael-what-
ley.com.

Jimmy Ontiveros and wife-
Cindy of Amarillo; and
five grandchildren, Alexis
Hernandez, Eric
Hernandez, ' Ariana
Gallegos, Isaiah Hughes
and Ethan Gallegos, all of
Phoenix, Ariz.

Javier was preceded in
death by his parents,
Julian and Rosie
Ontiveros; and by a broth-
er, Pete Ontiveros.

—Sign the on-line reg-
ister book at
www.carmichael-what-
ley.com.

Emergency Services -

Pampa PD

Pampa Police . Department
reported the following incidents
and calls between 7 am.
Wednesday and 7 a.m. today.

Wednesday, Jan. 7

Officers conducted 11 traffic
stops.

A total of five calls and/or stops
concerning animals occurred.

Fraud was reported at the PD.

Burglary of a motor yehicle'w
reported in the 300 b’&k of
Kingsmill. An individual was
reportedly interrupted while trying
to snatch a purse and contents. The
person dropped the purse and both
the purse and the contents were
recovered.

Criminal mischief was reported
in the 1100 block of North Perry.

A civil matter was reported in
the 1900 block of North Nelson.

A traffic accident was reported
at Kentucky and Charles streets.

A traffic complaint was reported
in the 100 block of West 30th.

Phone harassment was reported
at the PD.

An alarm was reported in the
400 block of South Cuyler.

A welfare check was performed
in the 1000 block of North Sumner.

A suspicious person was report-
ed in the 300 block of North
Hobart.

Agency assistance was rendered
in the 12000 block of County Road
H 1/2.

Thursday, Jan. 8

Officers conducted one traffic
stop in the 400 block of West
Brown. The stop resulted in at least
one arrest.

Suspicious persons were report-

ed in the 500 block of West Brown,
at 22nd and Sumner streets, at
Cuyler and Sunset. streets, and in
the 800 block of East Frederic.

A prowler was reported in the
2400 block of Rosewood.

Agency assistance was rendered
in the 1900 block of West
Gwendolyn.

Sheriff

Gray County Sheriff’s Office
recorded the following arrests.
Wednesday, Jan. 7
Riordan Lynn Hill, 25, of
Amarillo was arrested by GCSO on
a probation violation for burglary
of a habitation out of Potter County
and on a warrant for assault caus-
ing bodily injury/family violence
out of Potter County.
Thursday, Jan. 8
Claudia Solis Campos, 29, of
Pampa was arrested by Pampa
Police Department for three counts
of animal nuisance and two counts
of animal at-large.

Fire

Pampa Fire Department reported
the following calls between 7 a.m.
Wednesday and 7 a.m. today.

Wednesday, Jan. 7

9:55 am. — One unit and two

personnel responded to Dyer’s

. Bar-B-Que, Highway 60 West, on a

grass fire.
3:39 p.m. — One unit and three
personnel responded to the 1300
block of Charles on a motor vehi-
~cle accident. One person was trans-
ported to Pampa Regional Medical

Center via ambulance,

Ambulance

Guardian EMS ambulance
reported the following calls
between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7
a.m. today. -

Wednesday, Jan. 7

10:03 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to Pampa Regional
Medical Center and transported a
patient to BSA Hospital in
Amarillo.

11:06 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to the 1000 block of
Neel Road and transported a
patient to PRMC.

11:45 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to the community of
Lefors and transported a patient to
PRMC.

2:42 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to the 1600 block of
North Faulkner and transported a
patient to BSA Hospital in
Amarillo.

3:42 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to Kentucky and
Charles streets and transported a
patient to PRMC.

10:38 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to PRMC and transport-
ed a patient to BSA Hospital in
Amarillo.

-~ Thursday, Jan. 8

1:30 am. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to the 1500 block of
West Kentucky and transported a
patient to PRMC.

2:45 am. — A mobile ICU unit
responded to PRMC and transport-

ed a patient to the 1500 block of

West Kentucky.

UT pushing to modify top 10 percent rule

AUSTIN (AP) — The
University of Texas at Austin
has “lost control” of its
admissions policy and wants
to change the law that guar-
antees automatic entry to stu-
dents who graduate in the top
10 percent of their high
school class, UT President
William  Powers  said
Wednesday.

Powers said a record 81
percent of the Texas fresh-
men entering the university
this fall gained admission
through the so-called “top 10
percent rule.” Unless the
Legislature changes the poli-
cy during its upcoming 2009
session, Powers said the
state’s premier university

soon would have no room to
admit any Texas student who
does not meet that standard.
“We’ve lost control of our
entering class because we

dop’t have any discretion on ~

the admissions,” Powers said
a legislative preview meeting
hosted by the Texas
Associated Press Managing
Editors. Powers said the uni-
versity supports some form
of automatic admission based
on high school grades but
wants to modify existing law
so that high achievers who
happen to fall short of the top
10 percent can gain entry.
Powers suggested that one

solution would be to adopt a
more “aggressive” program

allowing students to transfer
to the university from com-
munity colleges.

The automatic admissions
law ‘was adopted a decade
“ago after a federal appeals
court decision made affirma-
tive action illegal in Texas
college admissions. In 2003,
the U.S. Supreme Court
allowed universities to use
race as one of many decision-
making factors,

Efforts to change the top
10 percent law, or place 4 cap
on the number of
bcmgadmnted under it, have
fallen apart in past legislative

Democrats

improved ethnic and geo+
graphic diversity at major
universities over the past
decade. .

Sen. Royce West, D-

Texas has a “capacity prob-
lem” but he said any modifi-
cations to the top 10 percent
law should contain a “sunset
provision” that ensures the
Legislature could revisit
admissions policy if it’s not
producing the intended
results. West also said studies;
have shown that students'

do better than those whd
aren’t. .
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Castro

Continued from Page 1

She pulled both children
out of the house before
emergency officials
arrived on scene.

“We’'re not sure how
long they were uncon-
scious,” Silva said. The
family was found at 3:30
that afternoon, and Luis
Castro had left for work
that morning.

Readings of air inside
the home reached 936

- PPM-(parts—per-miltion):

Carbon monoxide detec-
tors sound at 35 PPM.
Powell said that fire
department .. personnel
entered the house wearing
SCBA gear (self-contained
breathing apparatus) to
ventilate the house because
the CO was so potent.
“The saturation levels in
that home were lethal,”

Powell said.

“She (Silva) put herself
in peril with the levels that
the CO (carbon monoxide)
there,” Powell explained.
“She did a wonderful job.”

The three victims ‘were
immediately taken to
Pampa Regional Medical
Center, and later in the
evening were transported
by LifeStar to Amarillo,
according to Silva.

Gaspar was taken to
North West Texas
Hospital, and the two chil-
dren were taken to Baptist
St. Anthony’s. Gaspar was
released two days later and
Celeste was released by
Christmas Eve. Luis
Castro was transported to
Children’s Medical Center
in Dallas.

Doctors expect a full
recovery for Gaspar and
her daughter, but Luis
Castro is expected to have
brain damage, according to
Silva. “He (Luis) is going

to need rehab,” Silva
explained. “He hasn’t had
a lot of movement in his
body. He is barely starting
to speak, but he is eating
on his own. We don’t know
the amount of time needed
for therapy or rehab.”

Luis is expected to be
transported to Baylor
Institute for Rehabilitation
in Dallas soon, Silva said.

“l personally want to
thank the fire department
and all the personnel that
responded that day and
also PRMC ER and their
staff,” Silva said. “Also,
thanks to everyone for
their prayers, they worked
and are continuing to
work.”

Funds may be donated
to the Castro family at the
First Bank SouthWest,
attention: Marta Silva for
Luis Castro Medical
Fund.

Energy

Continued from Page 1

severance taxes, which
skyrocketed with 2008’s
higher oil prices, accord-
ing to the Business Tax
Advisory Committee’s
report. A draft of the
committee’s report to the
Legislature is scheduled
to be released soon.

The Legislature passed
the restructured business
tax in 2006 to replace the
previous. loophole-ridden
franchise tax.

While the energy
industry got a break,
other industries did not.
In fact, most other indus-
tries shelled out more last
year than in 2007,
according to the prelimi-
nary report.

But spokesmen for the

étate’s leading oil and gas
industry trade group dis-
puted the notion that the

_industry had gotten a tax

break, saying that other
taxes paid last year
increased due to record-
high gasoline prices.

“Texas remains very
dependent on oil and gas
to pay the bills,” said Ben
Sebree with the Texas Oil
& Gas Association. He
said the industry support-
ed the tax rewrite because
it thought the tax should
be broadened to cover
businesses other than
those “that "are™ capital
intensive.

Sebree said he expects
the industry’s business
tax payments will go
“way up” this year based
on 2008’s revenues. Each
year’s tax tab is based on
the previous year’s busi-
ness activity.

One of the critics of the

two-year-old tax, Dale
Craymer, chief economist
of the Texas Taxpayers
and Research
Association, said the pur-
pose of the reform overall
wasn’t to help the oil and
gas industry as much as it
was to try to make the tax
more reflect a modern
economy.

“All of that is consis-
tent with the stated goal
of trying to move“the tax
base away from goods-
producing industries and
more toward services,”
said Craymer in an online
story Wednesday for the
Houston Chronicle.

Since profit is not con-
sidered in the state busi-
ness tax, Craymer noted
that the flip side for oil
and gas producers is that
they will likely end up
paying more in unprof-
itable years than under
the old tax.

House requires info on
presidential library donors

WASHINGTON (AP) — Future dona-
tions to presidential libraries would have
to be publicly disclosed, the House decid-
ed Wednesday.

The library vote and a separate one
making it more difficult for former presi-
dents to prevent documents from entering
the public domain kicked off a new ses-
sion of Congress. Majority Democrats
have joined with President-elect Barack
Obama in promising to make government
operations more transparent. Both bills
now go to the Senate.

“Today, we continue our reform efforts
by ensuring meaningful and timely access
to presidential records and the disclosure
of big money donations to presidential
libraries,” said House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif.

The library measure would require that
groups raising funds for presidential
libraries make disclosures four times a
year of all donations of $200 or more.

The bill is not retroactive and this
would not apply to the library that
President George W. Bush has planned for
the Southern Methodist University cam-
pus in Dallas. It would cover -donations
made to library foundations during the
time a president is in office and the period
before the National Archivés’agrees to use
the land or the facility.

The presidential library system began
when President Franklin D. Roosevelt
donated his presidential papers to the fed-
eral government. Under the 1955
Presidential Libraries Act, the National
Archives takes over operations once the
library is constructed.

The House has made several attempts
this decade to move the legislation.

Trucker passed on plea i ot
deal, sentenced to prison

BURLINGTON, Ky. (AP) -

years behind bars.

A judge in northern Kentucky accepted a trial jury’s
recommendation Wednesday and pronounced sentence
on 6l-year-old Peter Mbugua (um-BUHG’-wah) of

Wylie, Texas.

It took a jury just 15 minutes in November to find
Mbugua guilty of second-degree manslaughter.

The Kentucky Enquirer reported that Mbugua earlier
refused a plea bargain that would have required him to
admit knowingly driving his tractor-trailer truck with

defective brakes.

Mbugua was exiting Interstate 71-75 in Boone County
in March when he couldn’t stop at a traffic signal and the
rig hit 22-year-old Joey Lonneman’s motorcycle. The
died a short time later.

Texas man pleads
guilty in RNC case

victim from Ricl;wood —

CongressmanThornberry
introduces his first
bill in new Congress

WASHINGTON, DC — Thomberry. “The estate tax is estimat-
Congressman Mac Thomberry (TX- ed to have raised about $22 billion dol-
13) today introduced the “Death Tax lars or about one percent of federal tax
Repeal Act” a bill to permanently receipts in 2002. Economists estimate
repeal the federal estate tax. “Family that the federal estate tax depresses the
Corporations and foreign nations are owned businesses, farms and ranches number of jobs by 170,000 to 250,000
also major donors to presidential libraries. are the foundation of the rural econo- each year, meaning repealing the Death
Rep. Edolphus Towns, D-N.Y., chair- my,” said Thornberry. “As Congress Tax is a much more efficient way of
man of the House Oversight and debates new ideas on how to encourage creating jobs than borrowing and
Government Reform Committee, said economic growth we ought to follow spending $1 trillion.”
there was “enormous potential for abuse” the old maxim ‘first do no harm’ and “With 18 original cosponsors for my
from the current lack of disclosure. He make sure that the existing temporary bill I am hopeful that others in
said the Clinton library in Little Rock, reduction in the estate tax is not' Congress are open to an honest exami-
Ark., cost an estimated $165 million and allowed to expire, returning the Death nation of how capital formation and job
the Bush library is expected to cost con- Tax rate to 55% on January 1, 2011.”  creation actually occur for farms,
siderably more. “It is ironic that some in Congress ranches, and small businesses of all
The House passed an identical bill last have put forth lengthy and complicated kinds,” concluded Congressman
year, but the Senate did not act. plans to stimulate the economy through Thomnberry. “With small business typ-
The documents bill would overturn an a massive government spending pro- ically providing two-thirds of the job
executive order issued by Bush in gram, but have yet to consider my sim- growth in our economy repealing the
November 2001. If gave presidents and ple, two page bill to protect one of Death Tax would be one of the simplest
former presidents the ability to delay pub- America’s most important means of and most cost effective ways of pro-
lic release of records for years. The bill capital formation, building a family tecting the economy of rural America.”
also states that only presidents and former enterprise,” noted Congressman
presidents, not former vice presidents or
the descendants of presidents, can assert
privilege over records.
A former president would have the right

Republicans promoted it at the end of the
Clinton administration after it was
revealed that Clinton’s library foundation
received a large contribution from the ex-
wife of financier Marc Rich. Rich fled the
country after being convicted of evading
$40 million in taxes and then received a
presidential pardon on the last day Clinton
was in office.

Man sentenced to 40 years in-child abuse case °

to assert privilege over records, but the sit-
ting president or a court would have to
agree before the documents could be with-
held from the public.

The vote on the documents bill, H.R.
35, was 359-58. The vote on the libraries
bill, H.R. 36, was 388-31.

SAN MARCOS, Texas (AP) — A man
convicted of 13 felony child abuse charges
late last year by a Hays County jury was
sentenced to 40 years in prison, according
to a newspaper report.

Gregory Anthony Rodriguez, 31, was
accused of abusing two children. Charges
against him included aggravated sexual

and indecency with a child, a second-
degree felony.

The jury gave punishments ranging
from 10 to 30 years, and state District
Judge Jack Robison ruled that some of the
sentences should run consecutively, the
Austin American-Statesman reported
Thursday in its online edition.

A North Texas truck
driver who passed on a plea deal that would have spared
him from imprisonment, has now been sentenced to eight

assault of a child, a first-degree felony,

If | lost the weight, | could stop taking
so many medications.

So | finally asked about the LAP-BAND AP" System. |

if you're ready to finally lose the weight and keep it off, then let our practice help
you understand weight-loss options, including the LAP-BAND AP* System |
The LAP-BAND AP* System is a device that's placed around the upper part
of the stomach—often as an outpatient procedure—to help you feel
full sooner and longer. It's a healthy way to lose a significant amount of
weight, and enjoy long-term results’ Unlike gastric bypass surgery,
there’s no stomach cutting or stapling, plus it's adjustable for your
needs and can even be removed if necessary

The LAP-BAND AP* System is not for those who are pregnant,
or have symptoms of autoimmune, severe heart, lung or
gastrointestinal disease; cirrhosis; or pancreatitis. Surgery- '
related fatalities, reoperation and band removal are rare
Band slippage, stomach injury, vomiting and heartburn may

Call our practice today and find out how the
LAP-BAND AP’ System can change your life.

MINNEAPOLIS (AP)

- One of two Texas men
accused of possessing
Molotov cocktails during
the Republican National
Convention has pleaded
guilty.

The U.S.- Attorney’s
Office says Bradley Neal
Crowder, of Austin,
pleaded guilty Thursday
in fedéral court in
Minneapolis to one count
of aiding and abetting
possession of an unregis-
tered firearm. A sentenc-
ing date has not been set.

Meanwhile his co-
defendant, David Guy
McKay of Austin, is

on Jan. 26.

* Prosecutors allege
McKay - -and Crowder
were part of an Austin-
based protest group that
planned to use incendiary
devices to,destroy proper-
ty or injure police dunng
the Republican National
Convention.

The convention was at
the Xcel Energy Center in
St. Paul, Sept. 1-4.

Jeff DeGree is
McKay’s attorney. He
said he doesn’t believe
Crowder’s plea will
affect McKay’s case
because the evidence
against the two men is

FREE Seminar
January 13 6:30-7:30 pm
Holiday Inn Express
3119 Perryton Parkway

Pampa, Texas WO'.

Family Medicine Centers
Amaville + Tangen + Pampa

PAMPA REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER
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Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Jan. 8th, the eighth day of
2009. There are 357 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Jan. 8, 1935, rock-and-roll legend Elvis
Presley-was born in Tupelo, Miss.

On this date:

In 1798, the Eleventh Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was declared in effect by President
John Adams nearly three years after its ratification
by the states; it prohibited a citizen of one state from
suing another state in federal court.

In 1815, U.S. forces led by Gen. Andrew Jackson
defeated the British in the Battle of New Orleans, the
closing engagement of the War of 1812.

In 1918, President Woodrow Wilson outlined his
“Fourteen Points” for lasting peace after World War

. Mississippi
became the first state
to ratify the 18th
Amendment to the
Constitution, which
established
Prohibition.

In 1959, Charles
de Gaulle was inau-
gurated as president
of France’s Fifth
Republic. In Cuba,
Fidel Castro and his
army arrived in
Havana in triumph
following the over-
throw of Fulgencio

‘In order to go on
living one must-try. .
to escape the death
involved in perfec-
tionism..”

— Hannah Arendt,
American author
and historianr

————— e e e

Batista.

In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson declared a
“War on Poverty” in his State of the Union address.

In 1973, the Paris peace talks between the United
States and North Vietnam resumed.

One year ago: Democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Republican John McCain won the New
Hampshire primaries. A quick-thinking Boy Scout
foiled an assassination attempt on the president of
the Maldives, grabbing an attacker’s knife as the
man leapt from a crowd. Paintings by Pablo Picasso
and Brazilian painter Candido Portinari, stolen from
Brazil’s Sao Paulo Museum in December 2007,
were recovered.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor-comedian Larry Storch
-15~86. Actor RonmMoody-1s-85.-Comedtan-Seupy
Sales is 83. Broadcast journalist Sander Vanocur is
81. CBS newsman Charles Osgood is 76. Singer
Shirley Bassey is 72. Game show host Bob Eubanks
is 71. Country-gospel singer Cristy Lane is 69.
Rhythm-and-blues singer Anthony Gourdine (Little
Anthony and the Imperials) is 68. Actress Yvette
Mimieux is 67. Physicist Stephen Hawking is 67.
Rock musician Robby Krieger (The Doors) is 63.
Rock singer David Bowie is 62. Movie director John
McTieman is 58. Actress Harriet Sansom Harris is
54. Singer-songwriter Ron Sexsmith is 45. Actress
Maria Pitillo is 44. Actress Michelle Forbes is 44.
Singer R. Kelly is 42. Rock musician Jeff
Abercrombie (Fuel) is 40. Actress Ami Dolenz is 40.
Reggae singer Sean Paul is 36. Country singer Tift
Merritt is 34. Actress-rock singer Jenny Lewis is 33.
Actress Amber Benson is 32. Actor Scott Whyte is
31. Actress Sarah Polley is 30. Actress Rachel
Nichols is 29. Actress Gaby Hoffman is 27. Rock
musician Disashi Lumumbo-Kasongo (Gym Class
Heroes) is 26.

Viewpoints

Embarrassing phone moments

Okay, I am, like, the
queen of faux pas.
Unfortunately, I also excel
at physical mishaps, proba-
bly because I go around the
majority of the fime with
my foot inserted in my
mouth.

In plain English, I am a
terrific klutz in both the
verbal and - non-verbal
sense. That is probably why
I find such enjoyment in
others’ blooper moments
because I am such a stellar
blooper-maker myself.

The folks at Wirefly.com
recently held a “Most
Embarrassing Moment
with Your Phone” contest.
According to an electronic
news release, Wirefly.com
is a retailer of cell phones
and other wireless products
and accessories.

The e-release reports
that at the conclusion of its
contest Wirefly selected
five winners. In the space
below, 1 have copied and
pasted the winners, verba-
tim, from the e-release
from fifth place all the way
to first.

Drum roll, please. (Use

your imagination.) And the
honorees are ...

“Fifth Place: Stacey
Fisher, Methuen, Mass. -
While attending a
Renaissance fair with her
husband; Stacey -Fisher
tripped over a tree stump,
causing her cell phone to
soar through the air and
land directly into the
bosom of an unassuming
woman, who was dressed
in a bustier and corset, an
authentic renaissance cos-
tume typical of maidens
during that time.

“Fourth Place: David
Toledo, Miramar, Fla.
David Toledo accidentally
dropped his BlackBerry
into an airplane toilet on a

flight to-visit a client. He

wis able to fish it out of the
toilet and it was still fully
operational. However,
when he arrived to the
meeting, he was informed
by his client that he had a
huge blue stain on his face.
The disinfectant in an air-
plane toilet was much
stronger than he thought.
“Third Place: Stacy
Sawyer, DeValls Bluff,

Ark. — Stacy Sawyer had to
mitigate an argument
between  her  parents
because her father was con-
tinuously receiving text
messages from ‘Lo-Cell,’
whom her mother believed
was another woman, when
in reality, Sawyer’s father
was merely receiving noti-
ficatipns that his battery
was low!

“Second Place: Jon
Froehlich, Alexandria, Va.
— Believing he was speak-
ing to a co-worker on the
phone, Jon  Froehlich
referred to his boss, Mr.
Clifford, as ‘The Big Red
Dog,’ referencing the popu-
lar  children’s book.
Unfortunately, it was Mr.
Clifford-on-the.other line.

“Grand Prize Winner,
Karen Emerson of Biloxi,
Miss., won a Motorola
Krave and accessory bun-
dle for her unfortunate, yet
amusing story of absent-
mindedly forgetting her
cell phone in her garter belt
on her wedding day and
having it ring to the tune of
‘Girls Just Want to Have
Fun’ at the most inoppor-

tune time - as her father
walked her down' the aisle.
The contest judges were
taken with Emerson’s story
because of its inimitability,
as well as her gracious atti-
tude to be able to Jaugh off
an otherwise regrettable
incident:” .

Yes, laughter is indeed
good medicine. However, |
cap’t usually, um, find the
humor in my gaffes until,
oh, a good 10 years after
each episode has occurred.

Sklya Bryant is a
Lifestyles reporter for The
Pampa News. she can
reached: lifestyles@thep-
ampanews.com or 669-
2525
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Analysis: Can US spend cash fast enough?

WASHINGTON (AP)
‘Washington bureaucrats have a repu-
tation for being able to spend U.S.
taxpayer money real fast. But,
believe it or not, spending it fast
enough is one of the biggest tasks
President-elect Barack Obama’s eco-
nomic team faces in putting together
an economic recovery measure.

Obama’s economic recovery plan
depends on swiftly pumping hun-
dreds of billions of federal dollars
into the economy to create jobs. The
focus is on tax cuts and government
spending that can provide an immedi-
ate lift to the economy.

However, the- $675 billion-$775
billion plan emerging in talks
between Obama’s team and
Democratic allies in Congress also
appears to contain lots of money that
will not be spent for years, like for
water projects, rebuilding the electric
grid and buying billions of dollars of
computers and software for the health
care sector. _Much of that money
won't get spent until the economy
starts growing again.

Some Republican critics say
Democrats are simply using the cur-
rent economic crisis to put money
into long-term projects now, rather
than in a few years when concerns
about record budget deficits might
threaten the spending.

“We must ... make distinctions
between what/ is ‘stimulus’ ... and
what is merely mote government
spending on favored projects we
don’t need with money we don’t
have,” said Senate Republican
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell.

One example is a plan to spend bil-
lions of dollars on a new health care
information technology system that
would make the delivery of health
care safer, more effective and more
efficient.

During the campaign, Obama
promised $50 billion over five years
for the initiative. The upcoming eco-
nomic recovery bill will provide less.

Even so, little of the program can

get underway quickly and building
the system is years away. Basic ques-
tions like privacy rights and a design
that would allow computers for doc-
tors, hospitals and insurance compa-
nies interact have yet to be resolved.

Even Obama’s economic advisers
have wamned privately that as the

stimulus bill increases in Size, its

quality inevitably declines. The econ-
omy can absorb only so much public
investment over the next two years.
Republicans are even more skeptical.

“It’s incredibly difficult to identify
things that are valuable in the long
run, can be financed in the short run
and get the money out the door
quickly,” said former Congressional
Budget Office  Director Douglas
Holtz-Eakin, who advised Sen. John
McCain’s presidential campaign. It
would be preferable to take any stim-
ulus you feel is necessary and target
it on a few things; don’t spread it as
seed money for a thousand programs
that’ll never stop growing.”

“Right now, we have an emer-
gency on our hands,” counters House
Appropriations Committee Chairman
David Obey, a Democrat. “If the
house is burning, you’re not going to
worry about which hose you grab, so
long as you get water on the fire.”

Obama officials promise a “use it
or lose it” rule to force states and
localities to spend new federal money
quickly to stimulate jobs. Such an
approach could prompt officials to
choose more wasteful projects that
can be built soon over better ideas
that might take a while.

“There’s a tension here between
wanting to do the most meritorious
projects for the long term and want-
ing to do stuff that boosts the econo-
my quickly,” said budget expert Bob
Greenstein of the liberal Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities.

Many parts of Obama’s plan
would infuse money quickly into the
economy, according . to budget

experts. These include up to $200 bil-
lion for recession-hit state govern-

ments to avoid layoffs, cutbacks in
services and raising their own taxes.
Expanded food stamp and unemploy-
ment benefits would arrive mostly in
2009. The Obama team says the
measure will include up to $300 bil-
lion in federal tax cuts, about half
taking effect almost immediately by

withholding Tess from paychecks of

most workers.

All of those ideas are poised to get
funding, lots of it. But many econo-
mists say even more must be pumped
into the economy to jolt it out of its
doldrums.

That means massive spending on
infrastructure projects such as road
and bridge repairs, flood control and
sewer systems, “upgrading schopls
and public housing, and new runways
and other airport improvements.
Those projects typically take years.
Depending on the length of the reces-
sion, much of the spending may not
occur until after the economy is

expanding. That could result in infla-_

tion, economists warn.

A Congressional Budget Office
analysis of a $61 billion economic
stimulus measure that passed the
House in September, only to fail in
the Senate, shows that just 27 percent
of the plan’s $37 billion in infrastruc-
ture spending would have occurred as
the economy struggles through 2009.
Another third would have been spent
in 2010 and the final third wouldn’t
have been spent until 2011 and after.

We welcome your letters

*Letters should be brief and to
the point. All correspondence will
edited for length and clarity.

*All letters must be signed.
Submit your name, address and
telephone number with the letter
Jor verification. Only your name
and city will be published.

*Defamatory comments will not
be published.

* E-mail submission s are wel-
come.
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* T.O.PS. Club, a
weight loss group, is seek-
ing new members. The
club meets from 5:30-6:30
p.m. each Monday at 513
E. Francis. New members
welcome.

. Members of
Crowley, Texas, High
School Class of 1989 are
organizing a class reunion.

- For more information, e-
- m a i 1.
- chs89reunion@gmail.com

or contact Nancy Dodgen

- Dyess (817) 994-0969 or
- Misty Shewmaker Hollis
at (817) 991-8090.

* Southwest Cowboy
Poets Association will
hold its monthly Cowboy
Poetry Breakfast from 8-
10 a.m. Jan./}/() at the Big
Texan Steak Ranch in
Amarillo\ The featured
presenters will be cowboy
poet, storyteller, singer
and songwriter Don
DeHay and rancher and
cowboy poet Bob Muncy.
Association President Bill
Crenshaw of Canyon will
serve as emcee. The poet-
ry breakfasts are sched-
uled the second Saturday
of each month. The public
is invited to attend.

* Carson County Square

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

House Museum in
Panhandle will host an
artist reception for Charles
Firestone from 2:30-4
p.m. Jan, 11 in Hazlewood
Gallery of the museum.
Firestone is from Dalhart.
He has studied under Dord
Fitz and other artists. He
belongs to several area art
groups as a student and as
an instructor. Firestone
works primarily in oils but
also uses watercolor, pas-
tels, acrylics and personal
photographs. A wide
range of subjects from
landscapes to portraits
will be on display at the
museum. For more infor-
mation, call the museum
at (806) 537-3524.

* The 26th Annual
Benefit Bridal Show will
be staged from 12:30-4:30
p.m. Jan. 11 in the
Heritage Ball Room of
Amarillo Civic Center in
Amarillo by Bride’s
World. The "event will
include 100 merchants,
continuous modeling of
bridal wear, a silent auc-
tion and a grand prize
giveaway. Tickets will be
$6 at the door or may be
purchased in advance at
www.bridesworld.com on

Dear Abby...

DEAR ABBY: My
boyfriend and I have a
wonderful relationship, but
there is one big problem. I
don't like to share blankets
at bedtime. The truth is, I
like to sleep comfortably
with my blankets tucked
all around. I have honestly

————tried-sharing; ~but—+-can'r—

sleep that way or even get
comfortable. My boyfriend
thinks I'm weird and that I
don't like being close to
him at night. Isn't sharing a
bed enough? -- CREA-
TURE OF HABIT

DEAR CREATURE: In
my opinion it is, but
because your boyfriend
doesn't agree with you,
you DO have a problem.
Getting enough sleep is
important for maintaining
one's health, and studies
show that people aren't
getting enough of it these
days. Try explaining this to
him, along with the fact
that intimacy is what hap-
pens BEFORE you hit the
sheets.

However, if he still does-
n't get it, then he will have
to decide whether your
virtues outweigh your
"idiosyncrasy." (Believe
me, I've heard worse.)

__DEAR ABBY: My dar-

ling husband, "Darren,"
and I are soul mates, yet he
has asked me for a divorce.
He says it's not because he
doesn't love me, but
because he does. Abby, we
may be facing bankruptcy.
Darren doesn't want to
drag me and my credit
down. He doesn't want to
leave, and thinks that after
we divorce our life can go
on as it has been --
although on paper we'll no
longer be husband and
wife. My first thought was,
No! We are husband and
wife. ] MEANT "for richer
or poorer." We're in our
50s, and Darren says he is
looking out for my future.
I am committed to my
marriage and believe we're
in this financial situation
together. I didn't marry
Darren for his money, and
I certainly don't want to
divorce him over money.
Darren swears this isn't an
excuse to get out of our
marriage. He says we can
be married again as soon
as we're back on our feet.
Am 1 wrong about this,
Abby? Should I "suspend”
our marriage? It's breaking
my heart to even consider
it. -- IN TEARS IN TUC-
SON

DEAR IN TEARS: Dry
your tears and make an
appointment for you and
Darren to consult
CPA. Your husband is

your ’

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

either misguided, or he
MAY. be making an excuse
to get out of the marriage.
Because the bills were run
up during your marriage,
divorce may not relieve
you from liability. Of
course, laws vary from
state to state, however, it

maybe possible—for-your

husband to file bankruptcy
on his own. Furthermore,
there needs to be a reason
for divorce, and there are
penalties for making false
statements. So I don't rec-
ommend it.

DEAR ABBY: | am
being married this year and
have an etiquette question.
A close family member
was recently arrested and
will be in jail at the time
my wedding takes place.
Because of our close rela-
tionship, I would like to
invite him, but I'm worried
that to do so would be con-
sidered more offensive
than not inviting him, as he
will obviously not be able
to attend. What do you
think? -- TRYING TO BE
KIND IN SAN FRANCIS-
CO

DEAR TRYING TO BE
KIND: Because of the cir-
cumstances, write your
family member a_letter
telling him that you are
being married, that you
love him, and you will be
thinking of him on your
wedding day. My feeling is
sending a formal invitation
would make him feel even
more isolated and left out
than he already does.

the Internet.
* A foster/adoptive

parent informational
meeting is scheduled at 7
p.m. Jan. 13 at Texas

Department of Family and
Protective Services, 3521
SW 15th, in Amarillo.
Foster care and adoption
of foster children will be
the focus of the upcoming
meeting. For more infor-
mation, call (806) 354-
6292.

« Pampa Book Club
will meet at 10 a.m. the
second Wednesday of
each month in the Texas
Room of Lovett Memorial
Library. The 2009 reading

schedule is as follows:
Jany: ) - The " Last
Lecture” by  Randy

Pausch; Feb. 11, “Three
Cups of Tea” by Greg
Mortenson and Davie
Relin; March 11, “Home:
A Memoir of My Early
Years™ by Julie Andrews;
and April 8, “The Glass
Castle” by Jeannette
Walls. The May 13 book
for review will be
announced at a later date.
Public welcome.

* M-O-N-E-Y for col-
lege? Yes, you can send
that son or daughter to

college. Find out how on
FINANCIAL AIDE
NIGHT at- 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 15 in the
Pampa High School
Auditorium, Your ques-
tions will be answered
when you hear PHS coun-
selors Starla Kindle and
Linda Haenisch speak
along with High Plains
Student Loan Center rep-
resentatives who will be
on-hand to_explain grants,
scholarships, work-study
programs and loans.
Seniors and  parents
should definitely attend
this important meeting.
Juniors and parents inter-
ested in getting a look at
their future are also invit-
ed.

e “Live On Stage”

Community Concerts of

Pampa will present pianist
Dale Gonyea at 2:30 p.m.
Jan. 25 at M.K. Brown
Auditorium in Pampa.
Attendance is by member-
ship only. However, tick-
ets for individual perform-
ances may be purchased at
the door for $25. For more
information, call 665-
0343 or contact Ruth
Riehart, president, at 665-
3362.
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OFC
MAN WHO

PETER

-
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

1-8 CRYPTOQUOTE

FLFZGCIF DPAIS) CQ KPRIUAIL
DPF H("/.(Y)W. ‘l)l’(‘v.\'l'l’ iIC CIF
DPAIS] CQ KPRIUAIU PABJFOQ.

DCOJDCG
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: A PESSIMIST IS A
LOOKS BOTH

CROSSING A ONE-WAY STREET.

WAYS BEFORE
LAURENCE J.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Fnday, Jan. 9
2009: *

Your actions this year have much more
impact than anticipated. Your choice of
dwection needs 1o remamn strong —other-
wise, you easily could be distracted. You
often juggle the pros and cons of a situa
tion. More than ever, you discover the
power of transformation. Good will
comes out naturally when you express
your depth and caring. If you are single
you can kiss away that status if you so
choose. Many opportunities head your
way, opening doors and allowing you to
meet new people. If you are attached
your sweetic becomes more casygoing
and expresses more understanding. As
the result of mutual respect and a new
found depth, caring grows. CANCER
has similar issues but a very differemt

approach

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have S-Dynamic 4-Positive
3-Average; 2-Sb-so; | -Difficult

ARIES (March 21-Apnl 19)

* & &% Don't take anyone for granted
especially a key partner, associate or
friend. Though you don’t mean 1o push
you could. Knowing when enough is
enough could be mstrumental. Tomght
Weigh the pros and cons of a personal
decision

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

R dd Communication opens up
Finally you have time to complete a
much-needed project. Invigorate a situa
tion by presenting a totally different and
possibly eccentric pomt of view. Tomight
You seem to naturally do the right thing!
GEMINI (May 2T-June 20)

wakdh Understanding the costs s
very important before you make a com

mitment. How you deal with a seeming
ly extravagant associate could change a
lot. Investigate with an eye to something
better. Think positively. Tonight: Invite a
friend out for dinner. Catch up on news
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* & k% You are full of laughter and fun
Listen to what someone shares more
carefully. Only you know or understand
the ramifications of a personal nsk. You
don’t need to push or force your way
others remain pliable. Tonight: Go for
what you want

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

w&% Take in more information
Recognize your options, choosing to deal
with only those you trust. Pick and
choose who you confide n
Understanding evolves to a new level. Be
open to reorganizing your daily life, if
need be. Tonight: Confide in someone
you trust

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

whkd® You gain deeper insight into
the depth “of a problem. Perhaps you
don’t realize how many supporters you
really have. What 1s really important 1s
not 1o take someone for granted. A meet
ing helps you confirm which way to go
Tonight: Where people are

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct 22)

wak® Ofien you are looked 10 as the
final authority in a changing pandrama
You will like what comes up, no matter
which way you opt 10 go. You don't need
1o talk others into following you. They
are watching and probably will join in
Tomight: A must appearance
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

whkdd Read between the lines
Travel and people from a distance might
be tied to a new outlook. Your ability to
visualize comes forward, though it might
be hard 1o impart this vision on someone

DAILY HOROSCOPE

clse. Know that anything is possible
Tonight: Allow your mind to wander
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Pec. 21)

W hkd Knowing your course ahead of
time could be more important than you
realize. What someotie means as a kind
comment comes off quite differently, at
least to your ears. Don't personalize what
doesn't need to be personalized. Tonmght
fogetherness is a great theme
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

wh kv k Defer, and you'll come up
with answers. Others’ comments prove to
be resourceful and important to your
well-being. Touch base with associates
and other key people. Amazing or sur
prising news filters in your direction
Tomight: TGIF

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 1¥)

%% How you handle a changing situa
tion could be intriguing to many but
time-consuming for you. Ask for help or
consider another approach. Someone
will be very pleased to give you a help
ing hand. Tonight: Easy does it

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

whadk Your energy provides many
opportunities — you pick your course of
direction. Much changes rapidly if you
allow it wo. Someone you care about
opens his or her eyes and sees you differ
ently. This effect could be mutual
Tomight: Add that touch of romance

BORN TODAY

Folk singer Joan Bacz (1941), 37th US
president Richard Nixon (1913), guitanist
Jimmy Page (1944)

e

Jacqueline Bigar 1s on the Internet at
hitp-//'www jacquelinebigar com

€ 2000 by King Features Syndicate Inc

* The South Plains
Agriculture Wind and
Wildlife Conference will
begin with registration at
7:30 a.m. Feb. 13 at the
American Wind Power
Center and Museum in
Lubbock. The conference
is being conducted by
Texas AgrilLife Extension
Service, ‘Texas Wildlife
Association, and Texas
Parks and Wildlife. The
purpose of the conference
is to explore the pros and
cons associated with the
industry: in Texas. For
more information, call
Ken Cearley, Extension
wildlife specialist, at
(806) 651-5760.

* Fawn Lake Press is
offering free “Proud to be
an American” flag decals
to anyone sending a self-
addressed stamped enve-
lope to Fawn Lake Press,
54 Fawn Lake Rd.,
Durango, CO 81301.
Active _servicemen and
women need not send a

SASE to receive the free 2
X 3-inch color decals.
Fawn Lake will pay their
postage.

* Manhattanville My
Soldier is seeking volun-
teers to ‘“adopt” a
deployed United States
Serviceperson. To find out
more, visit www.mysol-
dier.com on-line or write
to: Manhattanville
College My  Soldier
Department, 2900
Purchase St., Purchase,
NY 10577.

LOOKING FOR DIRECTION IN THIS
VOLATILE MARKET? LET'S TALK.
Duane Harp
Financial Advisor @
1921 N Hobart ‘ g
Pampa, TX 79065
8066656753 ¢ k

www.edwardjones.com Memoe: i

Fdward Jones

Auto Glass &
Chip Repair

CULBERSON-STOWERS

Collision Repair Facility
805 N Hobart - 665-1665 « 1-800-879-1665

WHEN THE
WEATHER
OUTSIDE I3

FRIGHTFUL...

. \XS’K‘S

KEYES PHARMACY

FOR YOUR

> COLD & COUGH NEEDS.

a4

928 NORTH HOBARI1

LocalL 806.669.1202

; QuTsIDI

L-m:.msvm "

Pamra 800.842.3866

2N ) ;w.‘.lwy'r‘;mm'w.iaﬁ

ANNOUNCING
NEW PRICES

Old Menu
Super Wash...... $7

DeluxWash....... 56

Rogular Wash ... $5

w/clear coat conditioner

\

Mc’s Car Wash
1901 N. Hobart

New Menu

Add Dryer - Old Super

No Dryer - Old Super
No Change in Menu

$6....... Rogular Wash

w/clear coat conditioner
Add Dryer

$5....... Regular Wash

No Dryer
No Change in Menu



mailto:chs89reimion@gmail.eom
http://www.bridesworld.com
http://www.mysol-dier.com
http://www.mysol-dier.com
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Comics

Marmaduke

1-g-07

© 2009 United Feature Sww In¢ g kﬁﬁ g E

“Oh, all nght He can keep one bone in the freezer”

" THE FAMILY CIRCUS

-8 N

© 2009 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

By

.. Ml

) nl‘

Bil Keane

* “All the snow on our computer must

" Daily Crossword Puzzle

be commg from the winternet.”

For Better Or Worse

CONNIE - BE
OBJECTIVE .~PHIL
1S NOT YOUR

TVPE !
gty C

HIS LIFE \

HE'S INDEPENDENT,

S MUSIC

AND LATE NIGHTS |-HE

SE‘TLEDO(A)N

HE'S NOT R FAMILY
MAN - HE’LL NEVER

1 GAE BIRTH IO YU/
1 GUCKLED YN AT
My BREAGT!

(:

o e B R

Garfield

I'VE BEEN ELECTEDP TO THE
BAP HABITS HALL OF FAME'

BIOUAG FRaL ERIARL AG POV A0

I CAN'T TELL
WHICH WAY

©2008 by King Features Syndicate Inc. Workd nghts reserved

THERE ARE PIZZA PLACES
IN ALL FOUR DIRECTIONS!

MANO-A-MANO /

OKAY, JUNIOR... LET'S
SETTLE OUR DIFFERENCES

C

"MANQ" 1S SPANISH
FOR "HAND."

ASE YOU
HAVEN'T

NOTICED,
DOGS DON'T
HAVE HANDS

IN A..

OKAY, JUN\OR... LET'S
SETTLE OUR DIFFERENCES

PAWO-A- PAWO./
77 2

DO You REALLY EXPECT AE |
1o BELIEVE THAT You SET
YOUR CAT ON FIRE ?

— ™A |
jfl i o |

HELLO PEAR...
% YOUR RAID
-nle ENGLISH

CROSSWORD  [AIS[I[AIN[SJATS[T]A
MIU|D|P|I |E S(T|I|R
ACROSS 43 Golf feat R[E|D[S|E|A
1 Small set- 44 Indy auto PlA[S|T O|R|G|A|N
back 45 Hightails A|LITEESI|H|IIN|G|L|E
5 Pole it PlA|R PlA|L L{O|W
tossed by 46 Pucker- AMUILIE TISIIENIE
Scots inducing LIOIG| | N U|SIEIR
' 10 Leg bone GIEITIS|UIP
' 12 Crockett's DOWN MIEILIDOREIINIPIALLIN
‘ last stand 1 Court 2 E g (T) g% g 2 E E
- 13 tive figure -
- 14 Arafats 2 Ford fore- Yesterday’s answer
Nobel runner
Prize 3 Bear 17 Publicity 30 Drrill
sharer 4 USO 19 Travel target
15 Approval audience aid 33 City on
16 Pretend 5 Complain 22 Unpopu-. the
to sing, 6 Weary. lar mailer Mohawk
perhaps word 24 Of an eye 34 King or
18 Kind of 7 Tended part emperor
band the tots 25 Like most 35 Put to use
20 Take in 8 Famous resumes 37 Rancor
. 21 Invites 9 Baseball's 27 Schedule 38 God of
+ 23 One or “Penguin” B war
- more 11 World publisher 42 Slip
24 Tug-of- books 28 Tenet preventer
*  war need

+ 26 “Troy” star

28 Dramatist
Jonson

NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to
Thomas Joseph Book 2, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475

29 Take to

» the sky
31 Simone’s

summer

" 32 “Yeah,
¥ right?”

36 It may

prevent
cracking
* 39 Prom
. wear
~ 40 Site of
“bombs

bursting”
, 41 Hirsch of

“Into the

Wild”

BUT LUCKY EDPIE

WAS HIT BY SEVERAL

ENGLISH MUFFEING /

©00w by wor, Fewises Symcte Wk g wamro

Peanuts
I'M 60IN& TO BE I JUST ZAMBONI || IF T EVER WORK ONE NEEDS ZAMBONI
BUSY AFTER SCHOOL | | SIGNED UP LESSONS? || IN AN ICE ARENA, || ALWAYS LESSONS 7
FOR A FEW WEEKS, | | FOR ZAMBONI I CAN DRIVE TO BE "
LESSONS! PREPARED,

MARCIE..
‘ < ﬂ

THE ZAMBONI ..

MARCIE..

; i

Blondie

MV HOME WITH A MUCH

1'0 LIKE voizim\)

CHEAPER MORTGAGE

\ &
© 2009 by g F emturw Swracate n-.-n.n_-m

KEEPS CAl,una ME.
WHAT A JERK..

UWLED THE
NUMBER,

WITH

SOUNDS LIKE
WHAT You NEED
1s Cauer TR

i
=
ADV

the
MUS

New



http://www.familycireus
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>
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T e
5 Sﬂ' Notices 10 Lost/Found
e —— T S

ADVERTISING Ma-

terial to be placed in REWARD. Lost male opp. Pampa motel. Re-
off-white Terrier type tired couple or individu-

dog . Dec. 20th. Neu- al, 665-1875, 806-383-

tered. Hard of hearing. 1985.

“Sparky.” 1800 bl. of EEE———————

Coffee. 440-1010. Carpen

the Pampa
MUST be placed

through the Pampa
News Office Only.

News,

LOST blonde rat terrier Replacement Windows,

(groomed like schnauz- ~ ™" .
er). Goes by Bo. 665- Continuous gutters. Jer- tile,

2328 or 662-9990.

FTENASSTATEWIDE €]

13 Bus. "

GREAT Investment

6347.

Carpentry, Roofing,
steel siding & trim.

ry Nicholas 669-9991,
662-8169

[100% RECESSION PROOF! Do you earn
5800 in a day? Your own local candy route. 25
jnachines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-625-
5481, Multi Vend, LLC

3 DRIVERS NEEDED Sign-On Bonus 35-
41 cpm. Earn over $1000 weekly, excellent
benefits. Need CDL-A & 3 months recent OTR
1-877-258-8782. www.meltontruck.com

"DL-ADRIVERS: EXPANDING Fleet offering
Regional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay package
xcellent benefits. Generous hometime. $300
ease special on Volvos. National Carriers, 1-888-
07-7729, www.nationalcarriers.com
DRIVER: JOIN PTL today! Company Drivers-
up to 40¢ cpm. 1/2 cpm increase every 60K
iles. Average 2,800 miles/week. CDL-A required.
w.ptl-inc.com 1-877-740-6262.
HELP WANTED
BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL and Collége? Travel
and Have Fun with young successful business group
INo experience necessary. 2 weeks paid training. .
Lodging, transportation provided. 1-877-646-5050

INOTICE: While most advertisers arg fep

types. Concrete, doors,

drywall.
806-664-9613. 563

ASSTFTED ADVERTISING NETWORK

4
-

R e e
14d Cwﬂ 14e Caﬁt Serv.

NU-WAY

OVERHEAD DOOR CLEANING SERVICE
REPAIR Kidwell Con- Bob Marx Owner-Oper-
struction.

Call 669- ator. Call 665-3541.
e A - TS
14h Gen. Serv.

- R T T RS B |

HOUSE Cracking? In

REMODELING all bricks or walls? Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. 800-

806-352-

Brian, 259-9563,

TBR/4BA HUD $25,812! 3BR/2BA only
$10,900! SBR/3BA only $16,275! Fore-
closures & bank repos! These homes must
scll! For local BNI listings call 1-800-
544-6258 ext. 9847

FREE FORECLOSURE LISTINGS Over
200,000 properties nationwide. Low down

payment. Call Now! Consumer Resource
Network. 1-800-446-9804

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high
paying aviation maintenance career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid if qualified
Housing available. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 1-888-349.5387

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crim-
inal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

REAL ESTATE

20-30 ACRES, NORTH of Brackettville
Oak,cedar, brush cover. Whitetail, exotics,
turkey, hogs. Low down, low monthly pay-
ments.,Owner or TX Vet financing. 1-830-
257-5564. www.texasranchland.com

contact the Texas Attomey General at 1-§00-62

Dental

Vision

ble, we canngt g
05080 the

Prescription -

141 ACRES, 1 hour from Albuquerque/Santa Fe
Beautiful mountain views, good tree cover, all
weather county road frontage. $725/acre terms, Toll
free 1-877-797-2624. www.newmexranches.com

ADVERTISE YOUR LAND, property or busi-
ness for sale in 303 Texas newspapers. Reach
over 2.5 million readers for ONLY $450! Call
this newspaper or visit: www.texaspress.com
and click on the TexSCAN banner

PAINT MARE RANCH #3, southwest Texas near
Sanderson, 131.09 acres, $295 per acre. White
tail hunting. Owner financing or TX Vet. Ranch|
Enterprises, 1-866-286-0199

TEXAS & OLD MEXICO: Affordable hunting
& fishing property. 100 acres for $79,000 with
10% down & no credit check. All sizes available;
up to 20,000 acres. Call 1-877-77-BIGLAND|
(1-877-772-4452)

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

¥ 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.fic go
Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

Immediate Openings for
Industrial Painters

Must have industrial and automotive-type
quality painting experience. Flex hours.
References preferred.

NOV offers competitive pay and an excel-
lent benefit package including:

Medical - Life

AD&D

401k

Holidays

Vacation

Preemployment drug screen and criminal
background check required.

Worldwide leader in the design, manufac-
ture and sale of comprehensive systems .
and components used in oil and gas

drilling production. ’

P

A

B i

B e
14h Gen. Serv.

T e—n—————_ !
COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or
build new. Free esti-
mates. Call 669-7769

CERAMIC tile work.
Remodeling floor,
shower, kitchen. Tex-
ture, painting, dry wall.
Free esti. Call 665-3453
leave message, Jesus
Barraza.

JH Concrete Work
Stamps, driveways, ad-
dition, fences, patios.
Free Est. 806-382-5408

HONEST To Goodness
Handyman.  Reliable.
Reasonable.  Referen-
ces. No job to small!
Garage Door Special.
Call Doug
Days 665-0832
Anytime 440-9100

R e e
14s Plumbi eat

CIRCLE M Plumbing
Repair, Remodel. Resi.,
Comm. Over 30 yrs. as
a Master Plumber. Mike
J. McBride, M12260
Call 806-626-5204.

JACK'S Plumbing, 715
W. Foster, 665-7115
e

19 Situations

e
CHILDCARE provided
in my home, Mon.-Sat.
24 hrs. References

available. 669-3549.
B e

21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to
fully investigate adver-
tisements which require
payment in advance for
information, services or
goods

NEED Reliable, Experi-
enced, maintenance
man. Some plumbing
knowledge needed
Must have tools &
transportation. 665-
1875.

for a person who
loves babies. The
First Baptist
Church Child De-
velopment Center
is looking for a
loving teacher for
a new baby class.
Benefits available.
Great work envi-
ronment. Experi-
ence Preferred.
Apply in person at
203 N West.

¥ ¢ ¥

FULL & Part-time Pro-
viders needed for Pam-
pa area for adult & pe-
diatric patients. Part-
time Provider needed
for Panhandle patients
on -Saturdays. Above
average pay & trip fee
Nurses By Prescription,
806-355-1899

NEED lady to clean.
References a must. Call
665-1875

PART-TIME Crime
Victim Coordinator po-
sition avail. with the
3Ist District Attorney’s
Office. This position is
grant-funded. Working
knowledge of computer
programs required,
some travel involved;
multi-tasking, heavy re-
port writing, coordinat-
ing and scheduling abil-
ities a must; legal
knowledge and grant-
writing a plus. Resumes
may be faxed to 669-
8050, mailed to P.O
Box 1592, Pampa, TX
79066, or delivered in
person to District Attor-
ney's Office, Gray Co.
Courthouse, 200 N.
Russell, 4th Floor.

i W S b
21 Heln Wanted

CDL Drivers wanted
with tanker endorese-
ment. Drug test re-
quired. Call Brad 216-
0960, 256-5188

MCLEAN
CARE
CENTER
has immediate
opening for Certi-
fied Nurse Aides.
Come by McLean
Care Center or call
806-779-2469 for
more information.

CUSTODIAN
WANTED
White Deer ISD has im-
mediate opening for
Full-Time Custodian.
Benefits included. High
School Diploma or
GED preferred. Call
Miriam Lynch, Elemen-
tary Principal, 806-883-
2311, Ext, 201. Appli-
cations avail. at Adm.
Bidg., 601 Omohundro
St., White Deer, TX.
79097, or 806-883-2311
Ext. 100 or 101. EOE.

SECRETARY / Office
Mgr. needed for oilfield
serv. business. Apply in
person, 226 S. Price Rd.

CDL Driver needed,
pulling Belly Dumps
Drug test required. Call
662-5005

ASPHLNDH Tree Ex-
pert Co., is seeking
Crew Forépersons and
Trimmers to work in
the. Pampa & Borger
area.  Qualified appli-
cants must have a CDL
and be able to pass a
background check
(Full-Time / Year-
Round Employment). In
order to be considered
an applicant, you must
complete a pre-employ-
ment application. Inter-
ested applicants should
contact. Truman = Beck
at (806)544-6894. Drug
Free Workplace.
EOE:AA-M/F/V/D

CORNERSTONE Bap-
tist Church is now hir-
ing a Part-Time Secre-
tary. Interested appli-
cants can call 669-6509,
send resume to 2410 W
23rd, or email to

comersione @ cbepampi.com

(JIBS)

5 FIVE
A RIVERS

WE are GROWING
at
JBS Five Rivers
Cattle Feeding!
Full Time
Management Positions
Dalhart Texas Area
Assistant Mill
Manager(s)
Benefits include paid
time off, 401(k) Plan,
Family Medical, RX,
Dental, Vision, Life,
Disability Insurance
for under $40 a week
Relocation Assistance

positions

Come GROW with
us, email resume with
salary requirements to
carcers @ fiveriverscattle,
com.

and write Assistant
Mill Manager in the
subject line. Drivers li-
cense and Pre-Em-
ployment Drug Screen
Required. EOE M/F

CANADIAN  Family
Physicians is now tak-
ing applications for the
position of LVN. Bene-
fits package offered.
Apply in person 1025 S
3rd St., Canadian

fax: 806-661-4157
email: rebecca.downey@nov.com

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

mNATIONAI. OILWELL VARCO

Petroleum Bulk

Dri

v

ere:

is available for most}

R e
21 HeIB Wanted

MECHANICS

Fastex Crade Co

s takin
applications in
Pampa. T
A pplicants must
have knowledg

X eap
msersomyg ol

diesel trucks, brakes

wmd general repain

« Full Benelit Phy

(903) 856-2401
\ 137

or (800) 44 3-8380
Clint

NEED exp. Roust-
abouts for Miami, TX
area. Drug test req. Call
580-819-1073

ESaEesemssimeno Ssdue o
50 Building Suppl.

White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

60 Household

T i—————rr.
COOKSTOVES, bed-
room furn., freezers &
complete home furnish-
ings. 662-7557

NICE pecan hutch, king
size mattress & box
springs for sale. 440-
2866

69 Misc.

T
ADVERTISING Ma-
terial to be placed in

the Pampa News
MUST be placed
through the Pampa

News Office Only.

CUSTOM SOY CAN-
DLES. Jar & lid filled
Unique & favorite
scents. 669-2158

RED Bam Open Sat
10-5pm 1420 S
Bames, 665-2767

#OR Sale:
Sofa, Loveseat
& Chair
Call 440-1888
CRUSHED ASPHALT
for sale. Call 806-662-
5005

6% G e Sales

EVERYTHING = must
go! Fumn., comp., fine
fishing poles & gear,
trolling motors, tread-
mill & other sports
equip., bass fishing boat
w/ trailer, vehicles, anti-
que wagon wheels, &
antique pump organ,
100s of tools. 309 W
Browning. Saturday. 7-
3. Cash or Cashiers
check only.

80 Pets & Suppl.

FREE Medium size dog
to good home. 664-
1271

WHITE Boxer Pups
for sale

2 Males, 1 Female
382-8413

e —————:
95 Furn. Agts.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver-
tised herein is subject
to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise "any prefer-
ence, limitation, or
discrimination because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national ori-
gin, or intention to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or
disertmination.” - State
law also, forbids dis-
crimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for re-
al estate which is in vi-
olation of the law. All
persons are hereby in-
formed that all dwell-
ings advertised are
available on an equal

opportunity basis

EXPERIENCE the
home away from home
with our fumnished
rooms. Internet ready
Wkly & monthly rates
White Deer Motel. 883-
2572 or 665-1875.

96 Unfurn. A

2 bdr., 1 ba. apartment
with applicances fur-
nished. Call 440-2866.

LAKEVIEW Apt. | &
2 bdr. unfurn. apt. Call
for availability. Ref. &
deposit req. 669-4386

LARGEST in Pampa
Spacious 1&2 bdr. apts.
Friendly neighbors
Reas. rates. 665-1875

B e BT
96 Unfurn. Ants.

THE Schneider House,
now leasing apts., 1 & 2
bdr., utilities incl. 120
S. Russell or call 665-
0415.

e
98 Unfurn. Houses

R
PICK up rental list, in
Gray Box, at 125 S
Houston, Pampa.

1341 N. Duncan, 2 bdr.,
Iba., lrg. fenced back
yard, near sch. 806-683-
1935, 409-861-1993

3 bdr., 1 3/4 ba., newly

remodeled. 1204
Charles, $1000 mo.,
$500 dep

2 bdr., 1 3/4 ba., 1225

Mary Ellen. $650 mo.,

$300 dep.
806-440-2425

IN Lefors, 1 bedroom
house for rent, $295
mo, $275 dep. Call 595-
0656

1 bdr., | ba. washer /
dryer hookups, 808
Beryl. $400 mo, $400
dep. Call 665-5473.

3 bdrm, 1 bath. $550
per month, $400 depos-
it. 1020 S. Christy. 806-
231-3381.

99 Stor. Bl

TUMBLEWEED
Acres, self storage
units. Various sizes.
665-0079, 665-2450.
e ——————

102 Bus. Rental

= e
OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841.

DOWNTOWN office
space for rent. Utilities
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking.
669-6823
OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
NBC PLAZA
806-665-4100

T Smee——
103 Homes For Sale

s
BEAUTIFUL Country
Log Home. 4 bdr., 4 ba
15 acres. 30x30 shop.
664-2759.

FOR all your Real Es-
tate needs, call John
Goddard,. at Century
21! Where knowledge
& expertise matter
806-595-1234

HIGHEST
PAID

FOR HOUSES!
CALL 665-1875

CASH

Owner Will

629 N. Dwight
103 Burdett-(in
Skellytown)
Call Gary
at Trustar Realty
806-665-4595

Owner Will Finance
EZ Terms
1333 Garland,

2 bdr, 1 ba,

1 car carport

2011 Coffee

3 bdr, 1 ba
could be 4 bdrm
sunroom in back

341 Miami
3 bdr., 1 ba.
Fenced Yard
Call Milton
806-790-0827

SMALL 2 bdr. Central
heat. Some hardwood.
Utility room. 405 Perry
OWC. 662-7557.

115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED
Acres, Storm Shelters,
fenced, stor. bldg. avail.
665-0079, 665-2450.

120 Autos
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Media advocates to
push shield law again

AUSTIN (AP) Texas open govern-
ment and news media advocates said
Wednesday because of past groundwork
and changes afoot in the state House of
Representatives they are optimistic about
passage of a reporter’s shield law, called
the Free Flow of Information Act.

Proposals to protect journalists from
being forced to reveal confidential
sources in court or to automatically turn
over subpoenaed television videotape to
police and prosecutors have failed in pre-
vious legislative sessions.

But the measure’s passage in the Texas
Senate in 2007 and the impending leader-
ship change in the Texas House — outgo-
ing Republican Speaker Tom Craddick is
expected to be replaced by moderate
Republican Rep. Joe Straus — bode well
for the proposal’s chances this year, the
media advocates said at a legislative pre-
view meeting hosted by the Texas
Associated Press Managing Editors.

“We stand a very good chance of pass-
ing a Free Flow of Information Act this
year,” said Michael Schneider, programs
director for the Texas Association -of
Broadcasters.

Proponents say the legislation would
protect the public because it would
encourage whistleblowers to come for-
ward with information that could reveal
corruption. Opponents have included dis-
trict attorneys, who say it could hinder
their ability to gather evidence in criminal
cases. ,

Winning approval in the Senate two
years ago was a major step forward, said
Jeremy Warren, spokesman for Sen.
Rodney Ellis, a Houston Democrat who
sponsored the shield law bill in 2007 and
will press it again this year. Warren said
the new House leadership may be more
open-minded about the proposal.

“We finally passed it out of the Senate,”
Warren said. “The changes in the House,
that’s a real, real question. I tend to
believe it’s going to be more favorable for
our side, that we’re going to have the
opportunity to get a little further.”

Craddick allowed the bill to come up for
a vote in 2007, but it was late in the leg-
islative session and a Republican lawmak-
er shot it down on a technical point.

Schneider said the proposal would pro-

vide a qualified legal privilege, or limited
immunity, for journalists, allowing them
to protect sources, notes and video tape
from disclosure in court under certain cir-
cumstances. More than 30 states have
some form of a shield law.

The Texas Legislature convenes
Tuesday for its 140-day biennial session.

Schneider and Ken Whalen, executive
vice president for the Texas Daily
Newspaper Association, said one of the
biggest open government fights this ses-
sion may be over keeping the dates of
birth and work schedules of state employ-
ees available to the public. They said
many times state employees have the
same common name- and must be identi-
fied with additional information.

Selection of public school superintend-

-ents may be debated as open government

activists try to provide more access to the
identity of the top candidates for the jobs,
Whalen said.

Allowing defendants to expunge their
criminal case history from court records
will be a battle front, the open government
panelists said. Legislation passed in recent
sessions made it easier for some deferred
adjudication defendants to expunge their
records.

So news reporters and other members of
the public cannot always check records to
determine if someone has a criminal back-
ground;-said Laura Lee Prather, a media
attorney with the Austin office of the
Sedgwick law firm and vice president of
the Freedom of Information Foundation
of Texas.

“This is a critical issue that is just being
swept under the carpet,” she said.
“Critical information is being hidden.

The panelists said changes to the Texas
Public Information Act would best be
examined over a two-year period between
legislative sessions in which the entire
law could be, studied and updated to deal
with new access issues, such as govern-
ment offices’ retention of e-mail mes-
sages. Getting items within the act
addressed individually is difficult, Prather
said.

“People want to chip away at what’s
there,” she said. “There are a lot of loop-
holes in the law.”

Palestine woman no
stranger at inaugurations

PALESTINE, Texas (AP) Eighty-
eight-year-old Elizabeth S. Hutchinson
has attended every presidential inaugura-
tion since 1952. This week, she and her
daughter were scheduled to board a plane
for Washington and await the historic
inauguration of President-elect Barack
Obama.

“I didn’t care who won (the presidential
election),” Hutchinson said Friday. “I just
wanted to attend the inauguration. I don’t
want to break my streak since 1952.”

Shortly after Obama’s win, Hutchinson
called Congressman Jeb Hensarling’s
office to request tickets to the Jan. 20
inauguration ceremony.

“My health has to hold up in order for
me to keep my record going,” said
Hutchinson, who has been in Dallas
undergoing cancer treatment.

A few weeks ago, Hutchinson took
advantage of a program offered by the
American Cancer Society that allows vol-
unteers to drive cancer patients to their
treatments.

“The -Society called to tell me that
Melissa would take me to my appoint-
ment,” she recalled. The driver it turned
out was Melissa Hensarling, the congress-
man'’s wife.

The two women started talking and
Hutchinson mentioned that she’d recently
contacted Hensarling’s office for tickets to
the inauguration.

“The next day I got a call telling me that
my name was on a waiting list for tickets,”
Hutchinson said. “Two weeks ago | got a
call from someone in Hensarling’s office
telling me that I had two tickets to the
inauguration waiting for me at the con-
gressman’s office.

“T think she (Melissa Hensarling) put in
a word for me,” Hutchinson said.

She planned to attend the inauguaration
and the Texas State Society’s Black Tie
and Boots Ball. v

Hutchinson said her cancer treatment is
going well and credits her doctor at
Presbyterian Hospital. Her positive atti-
tude and spunky personality don’t hurt.

In November Hutchinson celebrated her
88th birthday with two parties in her
beloved hometown of Palestine.

“Palestine is my home, that’s where my
heart is,” she said.

Hutchinson was born in Palestine on
Nov. 28, 1920. Her family roots in
Palestine go back to 1846. She still has the
family farm in Montalba, which has been
in her family since 1889. The farm,
according to Hutchinson, is the setting for
lavish parties.

“We've entertained governors and other
politicians out there, as well as our many
friends,” she said. “I hope I get well
enough to have another party.”

Hutchinson’s daughter, Ann Hutchinson
Slattery of Bethesda, Md., will be accom-

'

panying her to the inauguration.

The octogenarian has attended the inau-
guration of Dwight Eisenhower, John F.
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Richard
Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter,
Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush,
William J. Clinton and George W. Bush.
She not only remembers the ceremonies
but what the weather was like on inaugu-
ration days.

“I remember sitting out there in that cold
weather,” she said. “During Reagan’s |
think it was snowing.”

Her most memorable inauguration?

“I would have to say Eisenhower. It was
a big deal because Price Daniel had just
been elected to the Senate and my hus-
band Everett Hutchinson managed his
campaign.

“All of us Democrats were for
Eisenhower. We were Eisenhower
Democrats.”

In 1955 the Hutchinsons moved to
Washington after Eisenhower appointed
Everett Hutchinson to the Interstate
Commerce Commission.

“Hutch (Everett Hutchinson) was chair-
man of the Interstate Commerce
Commission. John H. Reagan of Palestine
sponsored the legislation for the regula-
tion of the trucking industry,” Hutchinson
said.

“In 1967 Congress established the
Department of Transportation and LBJ
appointed Hutch the Under Secretary of
Transportation, the No. 2 spot,”
Hutchinson explained.

Her husband, a transportation lawyer,
then became head of the Washington
office for Fullbright and Jaworski. Leon
Jaworski rose to national prominence as
the prosecutor in the Watergate case.

Even while in Washington, Hutchinson
has always maintained a residence in
Palestine.

“I've had a blessed life,” she said. “The
people of Palestine have been wonderful
to me, especially my friends who come to
visit me in Dallas.”

Hutchinson believes Obama has a tough
job ahead of him.

“He (Obama) doesn’t want to let the
American people down. He’s going to do
everything he can to get this country back
on track. I think the Republicans will help
him. We've all got to help our country.”

The brilliant 88-year-old still finds time
for volunteer work. She is Vice President

Emerita of the National Museum of

Women in the Arts in Washington.

“It’s the only museum in the world ded-
icated exclusively to recognizing the con-
tributions of women artists,” she said
proudly.
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