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WHEELER, Texas (AP) 
Wheeler County authorities said 
Saturday evening that residents of 
the town of Wheeler could return 
after being told to evacuate due to a 
wildfire hours earlier.

But an 11,000-acre fire continued 
to bum through the county’s fields 
and brush lands, said Texas Forest 
Service spokesman Lewis Kearney.

Meanwhile, there were several 
traffic accidents on Interstate 40 in 
the Panhandle on Saturday after dust 
blown up in wind gusts up to 60 mph 
lowered visibility.

The instructions to evacuate came 
after a wildfire jumped the North 
Fork of the Red River and threat­
ened Wheeler, a town of about 1,300 
residents near the Texas-Oklahoma 
border, about 90 miles east of 
Amarillo.

Kearney said that the fire has 
destroyed two homes and damaged 
12.

He said winds exceeding 30 mph 
and gusting past 40 mph prevented 
an aerial attack until late Saturday 
Fire— cont. on page 3

Smoke billows from a wildfire outside Wheeler, Texas, Saturday, April 4, 2009. Strong 
winds on Sunday hampered fire crews' efforts to control several wildfires that have 
destroyed four homes and damaged about 20 others.
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Local Red Cross chapter 
helps wildfire victims

PAMPA— The Eastern Texas 
Panhandle Chapter of the American 
Red Cross responded to the Wheeler 
County fire on April 4 that was threat­
ening the community of Wheeler Texas. 
Volunteers responded fn>m the Pampa 
office the day the fire broke out in 
Magic City with water, snacks and din­
ner for the fireman.

The Emergency Manager was con­
tacted we were told that the people of 
Wheeler were being evacuated a shelter 
was set up in Elk City Oklahoma with 
the local chapter of the American Red 
Cross who provided mutual aid to our 
chapter.

The Red Cross provided shelter and a 
hot meal to those who came about 80 
were reported to have taken shelter 
from the wildfire.

Sunday, April 5, teams from the 
Eastern TX Panhandle Chapter, disaster

assessment volunteers traveled to 
Wheeler to help the people of Wheeler 
with immediate needs so that they could 
start re-building their lives. All citi­
zens were accounted for the Red Cross 
confirmed four bouses were destroyed.

Red Cross services were provided for 
those families whose homes were 
destroyed to buy food, clothing, and the 
necessities needed for immediate care. 
Red Cross provided information on 
food safety to the community due to 
power outage and tips on how to clean 
up after a fire. Motel rooms were pro­
vided for those families that came back 
from the shelter that had no place to 
stay.

The Red Cross stayed at the Wheeler 
VFD facility until 5 p. m.

The assistance the Red Cross pro-

Red C ross— cont. on page 3

Water r^hts
discussion
continues

by David Bowser
dtxiyy$sr@thepamacnews.oom

Groundwater purchases 
and water rights acquisi­
tions will be among the 
topics of discussion when 
the Canadian River 
Municipal Water Authority 
meets in Plainview this 
week.

Representatives of the 11 
member cities, including 
Pampa, will hear reports 
on the status of Lake 
Meredith, the Texas 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Infrastructure Program 
funding, the Canadian 
River Compact
Commission and proposed

legislation in Austin that 
might affect CRMWA.

The CRMWA board of 
directors will also hear a 
report about Phase II of the 
Roberts County well field 
expansion, and they are 
expected to discuss right- 
of-way issues.

Jerry Carlson and Benny 
Kirksey represent Pampa 
on the CRMWA board.

The board will meet 
beginning at 10 a.m., 
Wednesday, at the 
Plainview Country Club 
and Convention Center, 
2902 W. Fourth Street in 
Plainview.

Thursday last 
day to register
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Thursday, April 9, is the 
last day to register to vote 
for the May 9 election, 
according to Gray County 
Election Coordinator 
Linda Lewis .

"Voters may register in 
my office at the County 
Courthouse or at any DPS 
License office," said 
Lewis.

Any application that is 
mailed must be post­
marked no later than April 
9.

Applications for voter 
registration my also be 
obtained from any post 
office, library or from the 
Secretary of State's voter 
information Web site: 
www.VOTEXAS.org.

Any application that is 
mailed must be post­
marked no later than April 
9.

To register to vote, you 
must be a resident of the 
county in which you wish 
to vote, a United States cit­
izen, at least 18 years old 
on Election Day, not a con­

victed felon (unless sen­
tence, probation, and/or 
parole have been complet­
ed), and not declared men­
tally incapacitated by a 
court of law.

The registration process 
requires that you provide a 
Texas driver license num­
ber or personal identifica­
tion number issued by the 
Texas Department of 
Public Safety. If you don't 
have such a number, sim­
ply provide the last four 
digits of your social secu­
rity number. If you don't 
have a social security 
number, you need to state 
that fact. If you do not 
have one of these three 
identification numbers, 
you are still eligible to reg­
ister to vote, but will be 
required to provide proof 
of your identity at the 
polling place.

After you apply, a voter 
registration certificate 
(your proof of registration) 
will be mailed to you with­
in 30 days

, ■ ' y ?

photo submitted by Jeff Boyd 
Scout Troop 413 participated Sunday afternoon in the Golden Spread 
Council’s annual Scouting For Food project. The troop collected 
approximately 200 lbs of canned goods from local residents for dona­
tion to Good Samaritan Christian Services, the local food bank. Troop 
413 is sponsored by St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. Scouts who par­
ticipated, Dathan Reeves, Olin Boyd, Ryan Stoffle, Trevor MeVay, 
Barak Reeves, Tyler Beller, Trace Leftwich, Gage Foshee, and Layne 
Stevens.

M & H Leasinj
p o rn
C k a ÎB .

Fear 
Nothing

1945 N. Hobart • 665-2061

FURNITURE
PROt'OlY SAVING PAMPA SINfl 1912

141S N HOHARÎ • KOfi fihS 1621 
MONDAY SAÎURDAV 9 00 S 10

M UIWUUUUVC V*
J  Am eWee e# fW MeUeeid SmIi Weepsw.WI V
n  1224 N. Hobart ()• f

ofConuneite
'» X

806.665.0022

Book Sale
April 2nd - April 5th

Sjion.sorcd by Friends of the Fihrarv 
i.ovc-rt Memorial Library • 111 N. lloii.ston St.

Ihiir̂  9 .tm 9 |)tii • Fri & ShI 9 iim f.|iin-SuM 2 ptn R pm 
New Books Added D.iily • Donohons Accepted ,it Sale

+ - h

mailto:sr@thepamacnews.oom
http://www.VOTEXAS.org


2 — Monday, April 6, 2009 — The Pampa News

I * A I V f H A .  K o R F I C J A - S X

T u e s d a y  U le d n e s d a y  T h u rs d a y

High 76 
Low 42

High 80 
Low 46

High 60 
Low 38

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 76. Wind 
chill values between 23 and 33 early. Windy, 
with a southwest wind 5 to 10 mph increasing 
to between 20 and 25 mph. Winds could gust 
as high as 30 mph.
Tuesday Night; Mostly clear, with a low 
around 42. West southwest wind between 10 
and 20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
80. West wind 10 to 15 mph becoming east 
southeast. Winds could gust as high as 20 
mph.
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 46. South wind between 15 and 20 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 69. 
Windy, with a west northwest wind 15 to 20 
mph increasing to between 25 and 30 mph. 
Winds could gust as high as 40 mph. 
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 38. Windy, with a north northwest wind 
20 to 25 mph decreasing to between 10 and 
15 mph. Winds could gust as high as 30 mph.

OThis information brought to you by...
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Grain prices
I he following grain quotations are provided by 

Atterbury (irain of White Deer. Prices quoted are for the 
close of the last market day.

Wheat....................................................... $5.08
Milo.......................................................... $5.44
Com.......................................................... $7.01

At iSTIN, Texas (AP) Results of the Cash 5 draw­
ing Saturday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 5-20-12-31-28.
Number matching five of five: 2. Prize: $13,776 
Winning ticket purchased in; Sugar Land, Canyon 

lake
Matching four of five; 98. Prize: $127 
Matching three of five; 2,738. Prize: $11 
Matching two of five: 28,352. Prize; $2 
Next Cash 5 drawing: Monday night.

Winning Lotto Texas numbers
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) Results of the Lotto Texas 

drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 17-53-20-19-43-31. 
Number matching six of six: 0.
Number matching five of six: 17. Prize: $2,616. 
Number matching four of six: 1,101. Prize: $59. 
Number matching three of six: 25,916. Prize: $3. 
Lstimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $10 

million.

Man admits to unsolved 
murder before execution

For the Record
Emergency Services

P a m p a  P D

Cash Five Texas results

Pampa Police
Department reported the 
following calls between 7 
am. Friday and 7 a.m. 
today.

Friday
Criminal mischief was 

reported in the 800 block 
of North Lefors, where a 
van was shot with a paint­
ball, and the 1400 block of 
Williston.

One building check 
was made.

Officers conducted 17 
traffic stops.

Motor vehicle acci­
dents were reported in the 
intersectioii of Somerville 
and Hobart streets, the 
lobby of the PD, the 1200 
block of North Hobart, 
and the 1900 block of 
North Hobart.

One alarm was
checked.

Assault was reported in 
the lobby of the PD, and 
the 500 block of North 
Somerville.

One open door was 
checked.

Civil matters were 
reported in the lobby of 
the PD.

Welfare checks were 
made in the 100 block of 
East Foster, and ,the 1400 
block of North Russeel.

Silent/abusive 911 calls 
were received from the 
1800 block of North 
Coffee, and the 600 block 
of North Doucette.

Missing persons were 
reported in the 1800 block 
of North Hamilton, and 
the 1000 block of South 
Wells.

A stolen vehicle was 
reported in the 1400 block 
of North Hobart.

Disorderly conduct was 
reported in the 1000 block 
of South Huff, the 1600
block of North Dwight, 
the 700 'block of North

SAN ANTONIO (AP) A 17-year-old cold case mur­
der was solved with the confession of a killer just 
moments from the death chamber.

Luis Cervantes Salazar was executed last month for the 
stabbing murder of a woman in October 1997. But short­
ly before his death, he was encouraged by his spiritual 

2 counselor to speak with Texas Rangers about other crimes 
7 he committed.

He confessed to the 1992 stabbing of a convenience 
store elcrl  ̂ in San Antonio, just an hour and a half before 
he was executed

San Antonio police say his confession solved the mur­
der of Melissa Morales. Salazar had not previously been 
considered a suspect.

Wells, and the 100 block 
of North Nelson.

A suspicious person 
call was received from the 
300 block of East 
Frederic.

A burglary was report­
ed in the 400 block of 
North Jupiter.

A domestic disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of South 
Starkweather.

Traffic complaints were 
received from the 2100 
block of North Perryton 
Parkway, the 500 block of 
North Faulkner, and the 
intersection of 23rd and 
Perryton Parkway.

Criminal trespass was 
reported in the 300 block 
of West Miami.

Saturday
Suspicious person calls 

were received from the 
1800 block o North 
Hobart, the intersection of 
Hobart and Municipal 
Drive, the 700 block of 
North Hobart, the inter­
section of Brown and 
Gillespie, the 1800 block 
of North Wells, and the 
400 block of East 
Frederic.

A suicide attempt was 
made in the 1100 block of 
Prairie.

Officers conducted 19 
traffic stops.

A total of 13 calls

Mother of accused says her son is bipolar
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) The mother of a 26-year-old man accused in the death of an 

Austin actor he had never met says her son has bipolar disorder with psychotic symp­
toms and wanted to be admitted to a psychiatric hospital earlier this week.

After beating his mother’s roommate with a garden tool at their Austin home 
Wednesday. Seth Tatum walked about three miles to the home of 67-year-old Louis 
Byron Perryman and killed him, according to an arrest affidavit.

The next day. Tatum drove Perryman’s car to the Travis County Courthouse and sur­
rendered to authorities, homicide Detective Joseph Chacon said.

.'oan Tatum said her son had stopped taking his medications about a month ago 
because he didn’t think they were helping him. She said he tried to get treatment 
l uesday at a psychiatric hospital.

“They wanted $3,600 for the first three days, and I don’t have that kind of money, so 
we left.” she said. “He is 26 and doesn’t have insurance anymore.”

Tatum has been charged with capital murder and aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon. He remained in the Travis County Jail on Saturday with bail set at $1 million.

“1 just don’t know what happened,” Joan Tatum told the Austin American-Statesman 
in Samrday editions. “He’s sweet, and everybody loved him and supported him and 
thought he was going to be OK. At least he turned himself in.”

Perryman was a character actor who had bit parts in films including “The Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre Part 2,” “Poltergeist” and “The Blues Brothers” and in television’s 
“Walker, Texas Ranger.”

Police said that on Wednesday, Tatum fractured Carl Drake’s skull and cut his hands 
and head with a pair of garden shears. Police said Drake was treated and released fixim 
the hospital.

and/or stops concerning 
animals were made.

Found property was 
reported in the 800 block' 
of South Hobart, where a 
bike was found.

Civil matters were 
reported in the 700 block 
of North Lefors, and the 
100 block of North 
Ballard.

Agency assistance was 
rendered in the 800 block 
of East Craven.

One attempt to serve 
papers were made.

One alarm was investi­
gated.

Traffic complaints were 
received from the intersec­
tion of Hobart and Alock 
streets, the 1100 block of 
Clark, the intersection of 
Hobart and Foster, the 
2800 block of North 
Charles, and the 1600 
block of West Somerville.

Agency assistance was 
rendered at County Road 
K.

Disorderly conduct was 
reported in the 1600 block 
of Russell, and the 1300 
block of North Garland.

Theft was reported in 
the lobby of the PD, the 
600 block of Red Deer, 
and the 500 block of 
Gillispie, where an iPod 
was stolen.

Civil matters were 
reported in the 500 block 
of North Faulkner.

Suspicious vehicle calls 
were reported in the 1300 
block of North Hobart, 
ande the 1200 block of 
South Osbom.

A burglary was reported 
in the 1100 block of Neel.

A welfare check was 
made in the 700 block of 
East Frederic.

Sunday
Officers conducted a 

total of 23 traffic stops.
A total of 13 calls and/or 

stops concerning mimals 
were made.
' Suspicious person calls 
were received from the 
intersection of Vamon and 
Crawford streets, the 400 
block of West Cook.

A welfare check was 
made in the 9(X) block of 
East Campbell.

One alarm was investi­
gated.

Civil matters were 
reported in the 500 block 
of Yeager.

One attempt to serve 
papers was made.

Stolen vehicles were 
reported in the 300 block 
of South Anne, and the 
1100 block of Crane, 
where a 2005 Harely 
Davidson, value $15,000, 
a 4x8 trailer, drill, saws, 
and tools were stolen, 
value $500.

A burlgary was reported 
in the Pampa High School 
cafeteria.

Found property was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of North Hobart.

Harassment was report­
ed in the lobby of the PD, 
and the 1000 block of West 
Wilks.

A suspicious vehicle 
was reported in the 1200 
block of North Hobart.

A welfare check was 
made in the 900 block of 
East Campbell.

Agency assistance was 
rendered in the 1300 block
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of East Francis.
Criminal trespass was 

reported in the 2800 block 
of North Charles.

One alarm was investi­
gated.

Disorderly conduct was 
reported in the intersection 
of Browning and 
Magnolia streets.

A traffic complaint was 
received from the 400 
block of North Doucette.

A motor vehicle acci­
dent was reported in the 
500 block of Magnolia.

A welfare check was 
made in the 1200 block of 
North Wells.

A domestic disturbance 
was reported in the 400 
block of North Jupiter.

Monday
A domestic disturbance 

was reported in the 2300 
block of West Alock.

Agency assistance was 
rendered in the 2300 block 
of West Alock.

Officers conducted a 
total of eight traffic stops.

One open door was 
checked.

A m b u l a n c e

to PRMC.
2:19 a.m. — A mobile 

ICU responded to PRMC 
and transported a patient 
toNWTH.

F ir e
Pampa Fire Department 

reported the following calls 
between 7 a.m. Saturday 
and 7 a.m. today.

Saturday
10:37 a.m. — Two units 

and four personnel 
responded to the intersec­
tion of 23rd and Price Road 
on a fire prevention pro­
gram.

1:38 p.m. — Two units 
and four personnel 
responded to six miles 
south of Highway 70 on a 
grass fire.

6:31 p.m. —  ̂One unit 
and three personnel 
responded to the 300 block 
of North Christy on a med 
assist.

Sunday
7:56 p.m. — One unit 

and two personnel 
responded to the 1000 
block of North Wells on a 
downed power line.

Guardian EMS ambu­
lance service reported the 
following calls.

Saturday
12:56 a.m. — A mobile 

ICU responded to the 
1300 block of West 
Kentucky and transported 
a patient to Pampa 
Regional Medical Center.

6:29 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 300 
block of Christy and trans­
ported a patient to PRMC.

8:32 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
1000 block of North 
Sumner and transported a 
patient to PRMc.

Sunday
1:01 a.m. — A mobile 

ICU responded to PRMC 
and transported a patient 
to North West Texas 
Hospital in Amarillo.

2:18 a.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
1300 block of Francis. No 
patients were transported.

3:24 a.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the lOO 
block of South 
Starkweather and trans­
ported a patient to PRMC.

8:28 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 500 
block of Doucette. No 
patients were transported.

8:46 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
1200 block of North Wells 
and transported a patient 
to PRMC.

8:58 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 300 
block of Winters Quarters 
Road. No patients were 
transported.

9:15 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
1200 block of East 
Browning and transported 
a patient to PRMC.

Monday
1:59 a.m. — A mobile 

ICU responded to the 
1200 block of North Wells 
and transported a patient

S h e r if f

Gray County Sheriff’s 
Office reported the follow­
ing the following arrests.

Saturday
Steven Savont

Compton, 29, of Gardena, 
Calif, was arrested by the 
Department of Public 
Safety for unlawful carry­
ing of a weapon, and pos­
session of marijuana in 

’ Fort Bend County.
< Juan Castro ^navidez, 

64, of Pampa was arrested 
by the Pampa Police 
Department for interfering 
with public duties, and 
theft of property.

Sunday
Ricky Carl Clark, 47, of 

Lefors was arrested by the 
PPD for warrants on fail­
ure to maintain financial 
responsibilites, and no dri­
ver’s license.

Anthony Ray Beebe, 23, 
of Pampa was arrested by 
GCSO for public intoxica­
tion.

Kevin Lee Braddock, 
46, of Pampa was arrested 
by the PPD for warrants on 
speeding, and failure to 
appear.

Dezi Joe Contreras, 20, 
of Clarendon was arrested 
by the PPD for driving 
while intoxicated, second, 
no valid driver’s license, 
no proof of financial 
responsibility, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, 
minor in possession of 
alcohol, and warrants for 
no valid driver’s license.

Lynda Mary Garcia, 61, 
of Pampa was arrested by 
the PPD for fuguitive war­
rants on Elkhart, Kans., for 
obsene communication.

Juan De Jesdus, 27, of 
Pampa by the PPD for war­
rant chaiges.

Fugitive charged with 
drug offenses arrested

EL PASO, Texas (AP) — A fugitive wanted for conspiring with narcotics agents to 
operate a major San Juan County-based drug ring has turned himself in to authorities.

FBI Supervisory Special Agent Todd Hulsey says 28-year-old Daniel Tarango Jr. 
contacted the FBI from Mexico. He surrendered Friday at an El Paso, Texas, Irarder 
crossing.

The arrest ends a 16-month manhunt for Tarango.
The U.S. Attorneys Office says Tarango conspired with former San luán County 

sheriffs Deputy Levi Countryman and state police Officer Keith Salazar to elude 
Region II Narcotics Task Force agents while allegedly distributing drugs throughout the 
Four Comers region.

Tarango is charged with conspiracy to distribute a controlled substance and four 
counts of using a telephone to commit a drug offense.

U.S. Attorneys Office spokesman Norman Cairns said no additional charges were 
immediately filed against Tarango.

“Now that he’s in custody and there’s actually a defendant, that may or may not 
change the way the case is being prosecuted,” Cairns said.

Countryman and Salazar pleaded guilty in federal court to conspiracy to distribute a 
controlled substance.

In December, they were each sentenced to serve six years in prison.
Countryman and T i^ g o  allegedly processed and sold drugs throughout the region, 

using Salazar as a police lookout, the indictment said.
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Morning News layoffs begin today
DALLAS (AP)— The parent 

company of The Dallas Morning 
News said it will begin company­
wide layoffs Monday.

At the end of January, A.H. Belo 
Corp. said it would lay off 500 
employees across all of its proper­
ties and take other actions to save 
cash and cope with falling advertis- , 
ing revenue. The cuts represent 
about 14 percent of A.H. Belo's 
work force.

A.H. Belo has not said how many 
jobs will be cut at The Dallas

Morning News. The company also 
owns The Providence Journal and 
several smaller newspapers and 
Web sites.

The company said most of the 
layoffs will take place Monday and 
Tuesday.

"Our company continues to face 
unprecedented economic chal­
lenges during this prolonged reces­
sion, making this staff reduction a 
very difficult but necessary deci­
sion," said Jim Moroney, publisher 
and Chief Executive of The Dallas

Morning News.
The cuts come after A.H. Belo 

said last week it will cut sòme 
woricers' salaries and suspend pen­
sion contributions for the year. 
Full-time employees making more 
than $25,000 per year will see 
salary cuts of between 2.5 percent 
and 15 percent, depending on their 
base salary. The changes will go 
into effect around the beginning of 
May.

Red Cross helps
Red C ro s s — cont. from page 1

Coming soon: Lone Star Texas license plates
HUNTSVILLE, Texas

• (AP)— The rhythmic 
. th u m p - th u m p -th u m p  
. reverberates throughout
the noisy cavernous build­
ing like a heartbeat or the 
dwce floor of a rockin’ 
good club.

Several decades old, the 
‘ warehouse-like structure in 

Huntsville is an exclusive 
club of sorts. More than 
100 men, by invitation- 
only and wearing identical 
white outfits, tolerate the 

'  din five days a week. And 
the beat rarely changes.

What they turn out by the 
thousands daily is arguably 

-the most common physical 
. link some 20 million Texas 
vehicle owners have to 
their state prison system, 
the nation’s second 

.biggest.
• License plates.
. “Everybody’s got one,” 
Tom Pierce, the warden at 
the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice Wynne 
Unit, said. “And they all 
came from the Wynne 
Unit.”

Mini-assembly lines, 
four of them, staffed by 
Wynne Unit inmates, each 
spit out 35 to 40 Texas 
license plates every 
minute.

Stockpiles now are 
growing with the new gen­
eral license plate design for 
passenger cars and trucks 
picked by Texans in an 
online poll conducted last 
year by the Texas 
Department of
Transportation. The new 
“Lone Star Texas” plates 
should start circulating in a 
few months.

About 1.6 million of the
• current passenger vehicle 
plate ,Ai the one with the 
cowboy on the horse and 
the oil derrick and space 
shuttle ,Ai were left as of 
the end of February. As 
fewer Texans buy new cars 
during the economic 
downturn, the supply of 
old plates lasted longer 
than expected.

“Om numbers have been 
all over the map,” Kim Sue 
Lia Perkes, a transporta­

tion department spokes­
woman, said. “Sometimes 
only 300,000 a month are 
moving out, which is half 
our usual number for pas­
senger plates.

“We originally expected 
to have our inventory 
exhausted by now, but we 
based our assessment on 
past trends. What we were 
unable to anticipate was 
the recent economic down­
turn that adversely impact­
ed vehicle sales.”

Perkes refused to allow 
The Associated Press to 
photograph the new plates 
coming off the production 
line, saying she “wasn’t 
really ready” to show off 
the finished product and 
that the department would 
“make a big announcement 
when it’s ready.” An image 
of the new plate is on the 
agency’s Web site.

The big switch to the 
new license design began 
around the first of the year 
at the Wynne Unit plate 
plant, which has been pro­
ducing plates since the mid 
1970s, said Dudley Park, 
46, the plant manager.

The new plate has a 
white Texas star in the 
upper left comer over sky 
blue background splashed 
with red, “TEXAS” in bold 
white letters outlined in 
blue along the top, “The 
Lone Star State” in white 
script superimposed over a 
mountain horizon at the 
bottom. In the center, there 
are seven black digits ,A1 
one more than on the cur­
rent plate.

The extra digit is needed 
to account for the state’s 
population growth and cor­
responding jump in the 
number of cars and trucks. 
Simply put, the state ran 
out of unique combinations 
of six-digit numbers and 
letters after more than 31 
million pairs.

An image of a state­
shaped Texas Flag serves 
as a hyphen splitting the 
seven digits ,Ai three on 
the left, four on the right.

Besides the new design 
and extra digit, the most

noticeable change is that 
the plate is completely flat, 
except for a raised edge 
that serves as a ftmne. The 
numbers and letters no 
longer are stamped.

Instead, a computer-gen­
erated digital image is 
transferred onto a roll of 
adhesive-backed reflective 
material that’s affixed to a 
like-size strip of alu­
minum. The aluminum, 
unfurled from 2,S(X)-pound 
rolls, is sliced into the 
plate-size rectangles that 
will wind up on everything 
from BMWs to VW 
Beetles throughout Texas.

St. Paul, Minn.-based 
3M Co. supplied the tech­
nology that first was used 
in Texas a few years ago to 
make speciality license 
plates.

It’s been extended to the 
general plate-making in 
what’s hailed as a more 
environmentally friendly 
process. In the past, a 
machine stamped letters 
and numerals into the 
metal, and paint was then 
applied to the raised digits.

“Now, we don’t have to 
do that,” Park said.

It means solvents are no 
longer needed for paint 
cleanup. Neither are the 
huge ovens that baked the 
freshly painted plates at 
350 degrees.

One thing that didn’t 
change is the cut of the 
chopping machines, which 
also knock out four mount­
ing holes and produce the 
incessant thump-thump- 
thump that vibrates 
through the building at the 
northern edge of 
Huntsville just east of 
Interstate 45.

Once they’re finished, 
each plate is inspected for 
defects by a team of 
inmates. They slip pieces 
of waxed paper between 
those that pass muster, 
pack them in boxes and 
then it’s “out the back 
door,” said Park.

The transportation 
department has been regis­
tering vehicles for nearly a 
century, taking over the

Oil retreats below $52 
as stock m arkets turn red

:gion.

PABLO GORONDI
Associated Press Writer
Oil prices retreated to 

below $52 a barrel 
Monday, tracking a down­
turn in stock markets, as 

- investors worried about the 
upcoming U.S. corporate 
earnings season and the 
failure of a major takeover 
deal.

By mid-afternoon in 
Europe, benchmark crude 
for May delivery was 
down $1.17 to $51.34 a 
barrel in electronic trading 
on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. The 
contract fell 13 cents on 
Friday to settle at $52.51.

In London, Brent prices 
fell 95 cents to $52.52 a 
barrel on the ICE Futures 

'' exchange.
Earlier Monday, the 

Nymex contract had risen 
as high as $53.60 as 
investors sought to ride the 
momentum from a two- 
month rally in crude prices 

‘ on expectations that the 
U.S. recession may be bot­
toming out.

But renewed worries 
’ about more troubles in the 

banking sector and the 
* apparent collapse of IBM 

Corp.’s $7 billion acquisi­
tion of Sun Microsystems • 
Inc. pushed European

stock markets into the red 
and pointed to a lower 
opening on Wall Street.

Crude has jumped from 
below $35 a barrel in 
February as investor con­
cerns have eased that the 
ailing U.S. economy 
would enter a depression 
and drag the rest of the 
world with it. Traders will 
be watching corporate 
earnings announcements 
for signs the recession may 
have bottomed in the first 
quarter and for company 
guidance about coming 
quarters.

Aluminum producer 
Alcoa Inc. is set to kick off 
the first-quarter earnings 
season on Tuesday.

Still, some traders are 
skeptical whether oil 
demand that’s reeling from 
a global recession can jus­
tify much higher crude 
prices.

“The good feeling is 
hanging on, but I still think 
this is a bear-market rally,” 
said Christoffer Moltke- 
Leth, head of sales trading 
for Saxo Capital Markets 
in Singapore. “I think 
crude is going to see some 
pretty firm resistance 
around $55, then go back 
down to the low $40s.”

Investors were cheered

last week by the G-20 
meeting in London, where 
leaders agreed to avoid 
protectionist measures
during the economic crisis. 
The nations also pledged 
more than SI trillion to 
combat the global financial 
crisis.

“The underlying senti­
ment after this meeting 
was pretty positive,” 
Moltke-Leth said.
“Compared to the depres­
sion of the 1930s, the 
international community is 
showing that it is commit­
ted to working together.”

U.S. energy consultancy 
Cameron Hanover said 
several factors were con­
tributing to the oil market 
gains.

“Prices have been 
advancing, more or less, 
for seven weeks, and 
traders seem to have 
bought into economically 
vague but hopeful events, 
a weaker U.S. dollar, high­
er equities and the season­
al tendency of prices to 
advance at this time of 
year,” Cameron Hanover 
said in a note to clients.

Investors also brushed 
off a grim U.S. jobs report 
on Friday that showed the 
unemployment rate rose to 
8.5 percent in March, a 25-

from the public. 
You may mail donations 
to the Eastern TX 
Panhandle Red Cross at 
108 N Russell Pampa, 
TX 79065 The Red 
Cross also provides

training for persons who 
wish to help on disas­
ters or be a part o f the 
Disaster Action Team If 
you wish to volunteer 
call 669-7121.

Wheeler Co. fire
F i r e -  cont. from page 1

duties from Texas counties 
in 1917 when it was known 
as the Texas Highway 
Department. License plates 
were made by inmates at 
the Walls Unit, a few miles 
south of the Wynne Unit, 
beginning in the 1930s. 
Some 40 years later, the 
operation moved to what 
used to be called the 
Wynne State Farm, a for­
mer plantation that first 
housed disabled or sick 
prisoners in 1883. It now 
has about 2,300 inmates, 
160 of them working at the 
plate plant.

That number should 
dwindle to about 110 once 
the phaseout of all the old 
stamping machinery is 
completed. Park said.

Like nearly all Texas 
inmates able to work and 
assigned to jobs, they work 
for free.

In years past, Texas pris­
oners made plates under 
contract for other states, as 
well as for some coimtries 
in Central America. Now 
all the plant’s capacity is 
needed to keep up with the 
demand for Texas plates. It 
chums out some 9 million 
plates a year, including 
hundreds of specialty 
plates promoting military 
affiliations, pro sports 
teams and everything from 
Louisiana State University 
alumni to Texas smiles and 
“God Bless Texas.”

And all for a fee upwards 
of $30 above the normal 
general plate assessment.

"They should have done 
this years ago,” Tommy 
Lopez, 50, of Dallas, an 
inmate who’s worked at 
the plant for about four 
years, said of the new 
“Lone Star” design.

He said he also likes his 
prison job, although he’s 
looking forward to com­
pleting his term for a sexu­
al assault conviction.

“I’m fixing to go home 
in 14 months,” he said. 
“Every car I’ll see with a 
license plate. I’ll be think­
ing about this.”

afternoon, when they 
diminished enough to 
bring in aerial tankers.

David Rushing, county 
information officer, said 
that the town’s energy was 
shut off beginning at 8 
a.m. Sunday for about 
eight hours for repairs.

He said two firefighters 
were treated and released 
for smoke inhalation and 
heat exhaustion and a third 
was expected to be kept 
overnight.

Amarillo fire Capt. Bob 
Johnson said 10 people

involved in accidents on I- 
40 were taken to the hospi­
tal. He said firefighters 
treated people in 10 trac­
tor-trailers and 10 cars.

“This is a very hectic 
scene under extremely 
serious conditions,” he 
told the Amarillo Globe- 
News.

1-40 was temporarily 
closed to clear up the acci­
dents.

“You can’t picture how 
bad the visibility is,” 
Johnson said.

Husband says 
he killed wife 
15 years ago
TEMPLE, Texas (AP)— 

A 54-year-old Temple man 
has told sheriff’s investiga­
tors that he shot his wife to 
death nearly 15 years ago.

Milton Britt Crowe 
walked into the Bell 
County Sheriff’s
Department on Friday 
afternoon and told investi­
gators he wanted to con­
fess to the July 1994 slay­
ing of Linda Louise 
Crowe, according to a 
news release from the 
agency.

Crowe told them the 
matter had been bothering 
him and he had spoken 
with counselors at a local 
church. The counselors 
went with him to the sher­
iffs  office.

Crowe was jailed on a 
charge of murder and was 
being held in the Bell 
County Jail on $200,000 
bond.

Linda Crowe, 47, a med­

ical transcriptionist at 
Scott & White Memorial 
Hospital in 1994, was 
jeported missing by her 
husband, who said she did 
not return from a Sunday 
walk.

“Britt called me and said 
he had come home and 
Linda was gone. I remem­
ber driving around with 
him looking for her,” the 
Rev. Don Paulson, their 
former pastor, said in 
Sunday’s Temple Daily 
Telegram.

Her body was found 
about 10 feet from the side 
of a road, and autopsy 
results showed she died 
from a single gunshot 
wound to the head.

Officials said investiga­
tors in 1994 believed 
Crowe was involved in the 
murder, but that he left the 
state and the investigation 
stalled.

Vulture caught in trap 
rescued in South Texas

year high.
Concerns that growth 

could remain weak for 
years, as companies and 
individuals shed debt and 
credit remains tight ,Ai 
will likely dampen oil 
prices this year, Moltke- 
Leth said.

“Until the credit market 
really loosens up, you 
won’t see a long-term sus­
tained rally in commodi­
ties,” Moltke-Leth said. 
“We may have to live with 
2 to 2.5 percent growth.”

Others, however, said the 
rising trend of the last two 
months was feeding on 
speculators’ return to the 
oil market even despite the 
weak economy.

“With the growing' 
acceptance that oil prices 
are on the rise, albeit grad­
ually and almost certainly 
not without occasional hic­
cups, more and more hot 
money is likely to under­
pin prices,” said a report 
by Britain’s KBC Market 
SeKdces. “The speculators 
are doing the oil market, 
and OPEC, a big favor.”

In other Nymex trading, 
gasoline for May delivery 
fell 1.34 cents to $1.4790 a 
gallon and heating oil lost 
1.79 cents to $1.4281 a 
gallon.

Texas (AP) — A South 
Texas who man saw a vul­
ture caught in a coyote trap 
in a watermelon patch 
threw a blanket over the 
struggling bird and freed 
it.

The rescue happened 
near Monte Alto after 
Johnny Herrera, who lives 
nearby, noticed the wing­
flapping bird and feared 
the creature might not sur­
vive.

Herrera, in a rescue 
videotaped by KRGV-TV, 
is seen approaching the 
animal, which has a leg 
stuck in the trap. Herrera 
drops a blanket over the 
vulture. His wife, Paula, 
helps him hold down the 
bird, as Herrera gently 
opens the trap.

The freed bird flies 
away.

Herrera, who says he’s 
had dogs stuck in similar 
traps, says “it’s kind of a 
cruel way to die.”

The incident happened 
Friday.

Monte Alto is about 25 
miles northeast of 
McAllen.
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Today in History
Today is Monday, April 6, the 96th day of 2009. 

There are 269 da5's left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History;
One hundred years ago, on April 6, 1909, 

American explorers Robert E. Peary and Matthew A. 
Henson and four Inuits became the first men to reach 
the North Pole.

On this date:
In 1830, the C hurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 

Saints was organized by Joseph Smith in Fayette, 
N.Y.

In 1862, the Civil War Battle of Shiloh began in 
Tennessee as Confederate forces launched a surprise 
attack against Union troops, who beat back the 
Confederates the next day.

In 1896, the first modem Olympic games formally 
opened in Athens, Greece.

In 1917, Congress approved

*T() he really cos­
mopolitan. a man
ih y St he at home 
é(’en in his own
co u n try .

Thomas Wentworth
Higginson 

, \mcrwan cler^vman- 
author

a declaration of war 
against (iermany.

In 1954, after 
being criticized by 
newsman Edward R. 
Murrow on CBS’ 
“See It Now,” Sen. 
Joseph R. McCarthy, 
R-Wis., was given 
the opportunity to 
reply with a filmed 
response in which he 
charged that Murrow 
had in the past 
“engaged in propa­
ganda for

C’ommunist causes.”
In 1959, “Ciigi” won the Academy Award for best 

picture of 1958; Su.san Hayward was named best 
actress for “1 Want to Liye!” and David Niven was 
named best actor for “Separate "Jibles.” (To the 
embarrassment of the show’s producers, the sched­
uled two-hour ceremony fell about 20 minutes short.)

In 1963, the United States signed an agreement to 
sell the Polaris missile system to Britain.

In 1965, the United States launched the Intelsat I, 
also known as the “Early Bird” communications 
satellite, into orbit.

In 1983, rock-and-roll fans reacted with outrage 
and dismay to a published report in The Washington 
Post that Interior Secretary James Watt had decided 
to exclude groups like the Beach Boys from 
Washington’s 4th of July celebration ,Àì a stand he 
later reversed.

In 1994, the presidents of Rwanda and Burundi 
were killed in a mysterious plane crash near 
Rwanda’s capital; widespread violence and killings 
erupted in Rwanda over claims the plane had been 
shot down.

today’s Birthdays; Nobel Prize-winning scientist 
James D. Watson is 81. Composer-conductor Andre 
Previn is 80. Country singer Merle Haggard is 72. 
Actor Billy Dec Williams is 72. Actor Roy Thinnes is 
71. Movie director Barry Levinson is 67. Actor John 
Ratzenberger is 62. Actress Marilu Henner is 57. 
Olympic bronze medal figure skater Janet Lynn is 56. 
Actor Michael Rooker is 54. Rock musician Warren 
Haynes is 49. Rock singer-musician Frank Black is 
44. Author Vince Flynn is 43. Actress Ari Meyers is 
40. Actor Paul Rudd is 40. Actor-producer Jason 
Ilcrvey is 37. Rock musician Markku Lappalainen is 
36. Actor Zach BralT is 34. Actress Candace Cameron 
Bure is 33. Actor Bret Harrison is 27.
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Analysis: Negotiating a
minefield of bad news

PITTSBURGH (AP)- 
Does the name Byran 
Uyesugi ring a bell? Odds 
are not. What about Robert 
A. Hawkins? Or Mark 
Barton? Terry Ratzmann? 
Robert Stewart?

Each entered the nation­
al consciousness when he 
picked up a gun and ended 
multiple lives. Uyesugi, 
1999, Hawaii office build­
ing, seven dead. Hawkins, 
2007, Nebraska shopping 
mall, nine dead. Barton, 
Ratzmann and Stewart ,Ai 
24 dead among them in 
1999 (Atlanta brokerage 
offices), 2005 (Wisconsin 
church service) and last 
week (North Carolina 
rehab center).

And each has been 
largely forgotten as the 
parade of multiple killings 
in America melts into an 
indistinguishable blur. We 
bemoan, we mourn, we 
move on.

What’s even more dis­
turbing is that the list 
above was cherrypicked 
from a far lengthier tally of 
recent mass shootings in 
the United States. And 
now, this weekend, on a 
crisp, sunny Saturday 
morning in Pittsburgh, the 
lives of three police offi­
cers ended in gunfire after 
a domestic dispute turned 
lethal.

The mass shootings that 
left 14 people dead in 
Binghamton, N.Y., on 
Friday were horrifying, 
depressing, nationally 
wrenching. They were 
also, to some extent, unsur­
prising in a society where 
the term “mass shooting” 
has lost its status as 
unthinkable aberration and 
become mere fodder for a 
fresh news cycle.

“We have to guard 
against the senseless vio­
lence that this tragedy rep­
resents,” President Barack 
Obama said in Europe on 
Saturday. Senseless vio­
lence: Two centuries from 
now, if we’re not careful, it 
could be an epitaph for our 
era.

Even in a media-saturat­
ed nation that encourages

short memories, these 
numbers are conversation­
stopping: More than 50 
people dead in the past 
month in American mass 
shootings and their after­
maths. It’s to the point 
where on Saturday, dizzy- 
ingly, the mayor of 
Binghamton found himself 
offering Pittsburgh his 
sympathies.

It becomes almost 
impossible to keep up. By 
Saturday night, there was 
more dispiriting news from 
another comer of the coun­
try: In Graham, Wash., five 
children between 7 and 16 
years old were found shot 
to death in a mobile-home 
park ,Ai apparently at the 
hands of their father, who 
then killed himself

Put aside for a moment 
the Rebate over guns. This 
isn’t about policy. It’s 
about asking the urgent 
question; What is happen­
ing in the American psyche 
that prevents people from 
defusing their own anguish 
and rage before they end 
the lives of others? Why 
are we killing each other?

This is not an era of 
good feeling in the United 
States. We have under our 
belt eight years of perni­
cious terrorism angst, six 
years of Iraq war weariness 
and, now, months of won­
dering how bad the 
American economy’s 
going to get and when ,Ai 
or, worse, whether ,Ai it’s 
going to come back. 
People are tense. There’s 
less inclination to help out 
your fellow human being.

Meanwhile, anchors and 
analysts and witnesses and 
bloggers cast about in an 
information-age fog trying 
to make sense of some­
thing that is, in the worst 
way, nonsensical. They 
rush to offer solutions, but 
the thing they typically 
dodge is that we seem to be 
powerless to stop it all ,Ai 
that our community, our 
neighbors, may be next. 
That’s too terrifying to 
contemplate, not to men­
tion too open-ended for 
American news consumers

reared on tidy Hollywood 
endings.

The Binghamton news­
paper, the Press & Sun 
Bulletin, seemed to 
acknowledge the resigna­
tion in a glum editorial 
Saturday that wondered if 
it was simply, sadly, and 
inevitably Binghamton’s 
turn to give up a few of its 
people to the juggernaut.

“It is our turn to grieve 
and to rally in support of 
those whose lives have 
been shattered,” the news­
paper said. “And it’s our 
turn to hug those in our 
own families and wonder 
how a quiet, rainy Friday 
in a peaceful place became 
the setting for such a night­
mare.”

The strangest of contra­
dictions hangs over the 
Binghamton shootings. 
The shooter and many of 
the victims were immi­
grants ,Ai part of the pool 
of human beings who look 
to America as a place of 
opportunity and take often 
anonymous steps to realize 
their dreams here. On 
Friday, the idea that had 
beckoned them betrayed 
them.

The man believed to be 
the shooter, Jiverly Wong, 
had lost his job at an 
assembly plant, was barely 
getting by on unemploy­
ment and was frustrated 
that the American dream, 
so highly billed and covet­
ed, wasn’t coming through 
for him. Early reports sug­
gest that the suspect in the 
Pittsburgh officers’ 
killings, too, was angered 
at being laid off from a 
glass factory.

People are of course 
responsible for their 
actions, but it’s hard to 
avoid wondering what’s 
afoot in the darkest recess­
es of what we like to call 
American exceptionalism. 
For so long, the national 
narrative has been so bull­
ish about equality of 
opportunity, so persuasive 
in its romance of possibili­
ty for all. Is it so subver­
sive to speculate, then, that 
when the engine of possi-

bility runs into roadblocks, 
people can’t cope?

Without excusing one 
whit of the violent tenden­
cies that ended with so 
many bullets in so many 
bodies from Binghamton 
to North Carolina to 
Alabama to California in 
the past month, isn’t it 
time, finally, to figure out 
where this national dream 
makes a wrong turn?

“Maybe research can 
prevent further tragedies of 
this type,” a man named 
Charles Whitman wrote 
one day in 1966. Then he 
ascended a tower at the 
University of Texas, 
looked out over the cam­
pus, pulled out a shotgun, 
three rifles aqd three pis­
tols and killed 6 people.

Forty-three years and 
countless reams of 
research and lost loved 
ones later, we have not fig­
ured it out. Today, the 
American Civic
Association in
Binghamton says so. The 
Pittsburgh Police
Department says so. The 
vulnerable people at the 
Pinelake Health and Rehab 
Center in Carthage, N.C., 
say so.

Of Jiverly Wong, 
Binghamton police Chief 
Joseph Zikuski had this to . 
say Saturday; “He must 
have been a coward.” 
Perhaps. But that’s the 
beginning of an answer, 
not the end of one. On 
Friday, the federal govern­
ment announced that 
663,000 Americans lost 
their jobs in March. What’s 
truly unsettling in 
America’s new era of 
gloom and dead ends is 
wondering how many of 
those 663,000 might be 
deeply, iirevocably angry 
about it ,Ai and might have 
a gun.

Because the American 
tragedies that haven’t hap­
pened yet are the most ter­
rifying ones of all.

EDITOR’S NOTE— 
Ted Anthony covers 
American culture for The' 
Associated Press.
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Texas wraps spring practice with scrimmage
JIM VERTUNO
AP Sports Writer
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 

For one blustery spring 
afternoon, Colt McCoy 
looked like an average 
quarterback.

Nobody at Texas, how­
ever, least of all McCoy 
and Longhorns head coach 
Mack Brown, are worried.

Texas wrapped up its 
spring practice Sunday 
with its annual Orange & 
White scrimmage on a 
sunny but windy day that 
wreaked havoc on the 
passing game. Steady 
winds of 18 mph and gusts 
up to 30 caused balls to 
float too far or knocked 
others down.

“This was not a quarter- 
back-friendly day,” Brown 
said.

“It’s a challenge,” said 
McCoy, who was 11 of 24 
for 95 yards and an inter­
ception that was returned 
for a touchdown. Yet there 
are few concerns that 
McCoy, last season’s run­
ner-up for the 2008 
Heisman Trophy, has 
somehow lost the touch

that completed an NCAA 
record 76.7 percent of his 
passes.

That’s because spring 
games are more about 
watching up-and-coming 
players than about veterans 
having big days.

At Texas, that meant 
watching a receiving corps 
operating without last sea­
son’s top two receivers, 
Quan Cosby and Jordan 
Shipley, who combined for 
181 catches last season. 
Cosby has graduated and 
Shipley, who will be a 
sixth-year senior in 2009, 
sat out spring drills.

That left McCoy throw­
ing to several young 
receivers who played well 
last season but have yet to 
step into a starring role. On 
Sunday, several of his mis­
fires were dropped. A cou­
ple of others looked like 
the receivers got confused 
on a route.

McCoy shrugged those 
off after the game ended in 
14-14 tie.

“Today was no indica­
tion of our spring ball,”

US airlines took 
some hassle out 
of flying in 2008
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

U.S. air carriers led by 
Hawaiian Airlines took 
some of the hassle out of 
flying last year.

The airline industry had 
its best performance in 
four years in 2008, private 
researchers said Monday in 
their annual study of air­
line quality, based on gov­
ernment statistics.

Right behind Hawaiian 
in the overall ratings of 17 
airlines were AirTran
Airways and JetBlue
Airways. The legacy air­
lines — AMR Corp.’s 
American, Continental, 
Delta and UAL Corp.’s 
United — were clustered 
in the middle, while 
regional air carriers filled 
out the bottom rungs.

After its worst year for 
customer complaints in 
more than a decade in
2007, the airline industry 
last year flew fewer people 
but treated them better, 
arriving on time more 
often and losing fewer 
bags. Passengers also were 
not as apt to be bumped 
from flights by overbook­
ing. which was a big prob­
lem when airlines were 
running at or over capacity.

The downside; Less 
flights, higher prices — 
some airlines now charge 
extra for any luggage — 
and fewer frills.

The study found con­
sumer complaints dipped 
from 1.42 per 100,000 pas­
sengers in 2007 to 1.15 in
2008. Southwest Airlines 
had the best rate, only 0.25 
complaints per 100,000 
passengers; US Airways 
had the worst rate, 2.25.

Half of all complaints 
involved baggage or flight 
problems such as cancella­
tions, delays or other 
schedule deviations.

The average on-time per­
formance last year was 3 
percentage points better 
than the year before, yet 
nearly one-quarter of all 
flights were late. The study 
said 12 airlines improved 
from the previous year, but 
only three airlines had bet­
ter than an 80 percent on- 
time rate: Hawaiian, 90 
percent; Southwest, 80.5 
percent; and US Airways, 
80.1 percent.

American, the nation’s 
largest air carrier as meas­
ured by passengers flown 
the most miles, had the 
worst record, arriving on 
time only 69.8 percent of 
the time.

The rate of passengers 
denied boardings — usual­
ly bumpings due to over­
booking — dipped slightly, 
from 1.14 per 10,000 pas­
sengers to 1.1 in 2008. Jet 
Blue had the lowest rate 
for the second year in a 
row, 0.01 per 10,000 pas-

McCoy said. “Those guys 
have biwn great. We’re get­
ting our timing down. 
Today, we were running 
vanilla offense. The 
defense knows every play 
and every route.”

Brandon Collins and 
James Kirkendoll com­
bined for six catches for 74 
yards.

Texas is still looking for 
a running game to comple­
ment McCoy’s right arm. 
McCoy was Texas’ leading 
rusher last season and 
Vondrell McGee, Fozzy 
Whittaker and Cody 
Johnson are still locked in 
a battle to be the clear No. 
1 tailback.

That didn’t get settled on 
the field Sunday.

McGee got the first few 
carries but Whittaker was 
the leading rusher with 32 
yards on 10 carries. 
Whittaker’s first two cov­
ered 21 yards and the 
game’s first touchdown. 
McGee later scored on a 
nifty 6-yard run when he 
burst through the middle of 
the line and sidestepped a 
defender at the 2.

“Both had some good 
runs,” Brown said.

Johnson, who had 
impressed coaches during 
s|>ring drills, was held out 
Sunday after hurting his 
left hamstring in practice.

Texas also held out sen­
ior linebacker Sergio 
Kindle. Defensive coordi­
nator Will Muschamp said 
he was going to work 
Kindle some at defensive 
end to develop his pass 
rushing skills.

Kindle was in uniform 
but Brown said he and 
Muschamp decided before 
the game to keep him out 
to give other players a 
chance. Kindle had 10 
sacks last season, only 
1 -’f t fewer than All- 
American defensive end 
Brian Orakpo.

“He can be a great pass 
rusher, not a good one,” 
Brown said.

A bright spot for Texas 
on defense was two inter­
ceptions. Texas had only 
six interceptions in 2008. 
Safety Earl Thomas

snagged McCoy’s third 
pass and returned it 35 
yards for a touchdown.

Sunday was the last 
game to be played on grass 
at Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium. Texas is replac-

ing its bermuda grass field 
with an artificial surface. 
Texas opens the 2009 sea­
son at home against 
Louisiana-Monroe on 
Sept. 5.

Jury selection set 
for ex-soldier’s trial

PADUCAH, Ky. (AP) 
Jury selection has 

begun in Paducah for the 
trial of a former Fort 
Campbell soldier charged 
with criipes that include 
killing a family in Iraq and 
raping a teenage girl who 
was among those killed.

Former Pfc. Steven Dale 
Green of Midland, Texas, 
was a member of the 101st 
Airborne Division when 
the attack occurred in 
March 2006. Three other 
soldiers pleaded guilty at 
courts-martial to having

roles in the attack and a 
fourth was convicted. 
Green has pleaded not 
guilty. The lengthy jury 
selection process expected 
to run through mid-April 
began Monday in the case 
that could bring the death 
penalty.

Green is being tried in 
civilian court because he 
was discharged from the 
Army before being 
charged.

Opening arguments in 
the trial are scheduled to 
begin April 27,

sengers; Atlantic Southeast 
Airlines had the highest 
rate, 3.89.

All the airlines did a bet­
ter job handling passen­
gers’ baggage. The mis­
handled baggage rate fell 
from 7.01 bags per 1,000 
passengers in 2007 to 5.19 
bags in 2008.

AirTran did the best job, 
with 2.87 mishandled bags 
per 1,000 passengers; 
American Eagle Airlines, 
which operates regional 
flights for American 
Airlines, did the worst, at 
9.89.

The study, compiled 
annually since 1991, is 
based on Transportation 
Department statistics for 
airlines that carry at least 1 
percent of the passengers 
who flew domestically last 
year. The research is spon­
sored by St. Louis 
University in Missouri and 
by Wichita State 
University in Kansas.

The improved perform­
ance was not surprising 
because 2007 was the 
worst year for airlines in 
the study, researchers said.

The aviation system suf­
fered close to a meltdown 
in 2007 as domestic carri­
ers recorded 770 million 
passengers — the busiest 
year for air travel since 
before the attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001. Aviation experts 
said the air transport sys­
tem had reached capacity.

There were 741 million 
passengers in 2008, and 
airlines are reporting weak 
travel demand through the 
first quarter of this year.

Co-author Brent Bowen, 
chairman of aviation sci­
ence at St. Louis 
University’s Parks
College, said airlines are 
suffering from the poor 
economy despite lower oil 
prices.

“It remains to be seen if 
the airlines can benefit 
from lower oil prices 
alongside a severe drop in 
passenger revenue this 
year.” Bowen said.

Dean Headley, an associ­
ate professor of marketing 
at Wichita State and co­
author, urged Congress to 
take advantage of this 
“breathing room” to move 
forward on a system that 
would replace decades-old 
radar technology with 
satellite-based technology.

That new system is fore­
cast to increase air trans­
portation system capacity 
by enabling planes to fly 
closer together and more 
directly to their destina­
tions, saving time and fuel.

“It’s crazy to think we 
can keep going the way we 
were going with the vol­
ume of planes we have in 
the air.” Headley said.
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Comics
For Better Or Worse
UMflT DO you 
THINK OF "THC 
MflCHO SHIRT 
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Garfield
rM serriNo 

OUT OF SHAPE

“I think he likes that zigzag chart. You don’t 
really think he understands economics, do you?”

MAvee vou SHouLP 
TAKE UP SWIMMINOr

MAVSe vou 
S H O U .P

SHO T U P.'

m  I

JTM RAÎ S 'I *

Beetle Bailey

T H E  F A M IL Y  C I R C U S B y  B i l  K e a n e 1  THINK ALL SERGEANTS ] X 
ARE BIG TROUBLE-MAKERS.̂  7  RESENT

THAT.''

 ̂ WHY? YOU'RE NOT 
A SERGEANT

NqBUT X'M A BIG 
TROUBLE-MAKER

4-4»
GßEG+OIZT

lUOER

Marvin

e  aX M  B« K eene, tnc 
Disi by Ktng F ea tu re s  Synd 
WWW familycircus com

1  LOVE 
THE W A Y  
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“How much do chickens get paid 
per egg?”

B.C.

Daily Crossword Puzzle

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS
I  Sacred 

song
6 Cry out

tOChange
I I  Basket­

ball’s 
Shaquille

13 Owed 
amounts

14 Map 
division

15 Stephen 
of “V for 
Vendetta”

ISTennis 
star 
Shriver

18 Period
19 Word 

origin 
expert

22 Drink 
cubes

23 Formerly
24 Black­

board 
need

27George 
Burns 
prop

28Comedian 
Rudner

29 Long, long 
time

30Cultures 
expert

35Maximum 
amount

36 Tiny 
taste

37 Auto
38 Layers
40 Delight
42 Beautician

Lauder

, ..6t3 I  SAID, U »K -,  MAUDS, 
IF Vt?U CAN GO  OOTAUP  

m a k e  /WPRE THAN ME, THEN 
IÍ.I. DOAIUTHB  HOüSfcVMDRíc.!

>

43Singer
LeAnn

44 Speech 
copy

45 Future 
flowers

DOWN
1 Mission 

man
2 Winter 

weather
3 Cornered
4 Permit
5 Science 

officer on 
TV

6 Women’s 
mag, for 
short

7 Industri­
ous insect

8 In front
9 Sardou 

play
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J U N E B U G C 0 0
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G20M Cr»Men S<fHOc«H. Me

[  'ATTA BOT.JAKE ! 
Ber THAT CHANGED 
H ex.T ü^ .

T

I  Ä 5 TA  SftaNGE CAKE 
/N THB OMfrt\ ,

iRWwJohnMiftStudtot.corw

Haggar The Horrible

Saturday’s answer
12 Piece of 

mail
17 Brewery 

product
20 Italian 

city
21 On the 

way out
24 Invent
25 Hired 

gun’s 
page

26 Olympics 
entrant

27 Barrel 
makers

29 Yale 
student

31 Start
32 Start of a 

Caesar 
quote

33 Stuffed
34 Lock of 

hair
39 Writer 

Stout
41 Untruth

Peanuts
ADMIRING VOUR FACE] 

IN THE MIRROR 
AGAIN, HUH ?

NO, JUST TRVIN6 TO GET 
USED TO IT..

Blondie
NEW CROSSW ORD BOOKI Send $4 75 (check/m.o.) to 
Thomas Joseph Book 1. PO. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
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19 20 21
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30 31 32 33 34

35 ■ 36 ■
38 39 41
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BUMSTEAD, WOULD W O U  KNOW, I 
VOU LKS ME TO / CAN ALWAVS 
SET VOU A BASEL <V TELL WHEN 
TO SO WITH VOUR ) \  yOU'BE 
COFFEE?/-̂ '̂-̂ — /  B6INS

( SARCASTIC,

Flo & Friends
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Answer to yesterday’s puzzle:

o
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5 3 4 1 7 8 2 9 6
1 9 8 3 2 S 7 4 8
8 7 2 4 9 6 3 1 5
7 5 9 8 1 4 8 3 2
6 1 8 5 3 2 9 7 4
4 2 3 7 8 9 5 6 1
9 8 1 2 4 3 8 5 7
3 6 7 8 5 1 4 2 9
2 4 5 9 8 7 1 8 3

2 7 8 5 1
6 4 8

3 6 9
1 5, 3 7 4

1 7 9 3
6 3 8 5 1
7 4 6

3 4 2
8 9
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Dear Abby...
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: My hus­
band, "Bob,” and I have been 
married 12 years. One night 
three years ago, he beat me as 
I slept in our bed. Bob says 
he must have been having a 
nightmare and that he would 
never beat me.

His fists were clenched as 
he was hitting my head and 
body that night. I was pinned 
by the covers and couldn't 
defend myself He has been 
sleeping in the guest room 
ever since. I lock my bed­
room door every night.

I have gone to counseling, 
but Bob refuses because he 
says it's too expensive. I am 
unemployed and feel trapped 
financially by him. How long 
can a middle-aged woman 
survive in a loveless, pas­

sionless and distrustfiil mar­
riage? -  ALL ABOUT BOB 
IN ALABAMA

DEAR ALL ABOUT 
BOB: That depends upon the 
reason your marriage is love­
less, passionless and distrust­
ful. You say your husband 
says he has no memory of 
striking you. Has he ever 
raised a hand to you while he 
was awake? If the answer is 
no, then he should be evalu­
ated for a sleep disorder.

People have been known 
to do unusual things in their 
sleep ~ including sleepwalk­
ing, driving a car, eating 
compulsively and striking 
out. Once you know the rea­
son for what happened that 
night, you will then have 
enough information to decide

what to do about your future.

DEAR ABBY: A few days 
ago, my 8-year-old daughter, 
"Mira," told me that one of 
her best friends, a girl named 
"Brittany,” was handing out 
envelopes in class. When 
Mira asked what Brittany 
was doing, Brittany told her 
she was passing out invita­
tions to her birthday party 
and that my daughter wasn't 
invited.

I understand that the birth­
day girl can invite anyone she 
wants to her party, but this 
was one of Mira's closest 
friends. I am also friendly 
with Brittany's mother. The 
girl did tell Mira that she is 
on the "cancellation list" — 
and if someone cancels, then 
she can attend.

My daughter is hurt and 
confused, and frankly, so am 
I. This was a huge blow to 
Mira's self-esteem. I can't 
understand how Brittany's 
mother could allow her 
daughter to do this, knowing 
full well that the girls are

close friends. Mira is the only 
one in the group who wa.s 
excluded.

1 need your help, Abby. 
How should I handle this 
without blowing things out of 
the water? -  FEELING HER 
PAIN

DEAR FEELING HER 
PAIN; It appears that 
Brittany's mother isn't as 
much of a friend as you 
thought she was, or she 
would not have allowed her 
daughter to snub your daugh­
ter the way she did.

Being put on a cancellation 
list (a "B" list) is no compli­
ment, and your daughter 
should not attend that party 
even if there is a cancellation. 
My advice is to make a point 
of doing something special 
with your daughter on that 
day so she won't fee| so left 
out. She should also become 
involved in extracurricu' ir 
activities where she can meet 
other children, so she won't 
be so dependent upon the 
clique that cliqued her out.

(0 P H O N E  IN  - M O V E

1 Public Notice
NOTICE

TO r p f  p iT (rg |g 
Notice is heteby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of BARBARA 
JOQUETTA BRUCE, 
Deceased, were issued 
on March 30, 2009, in 
Cause No. 9612, pend­
ing in Gray County, 
Texas, to: Jerry Bruce. 
All persons having 
claims against this Es- 
'ate which is currently 
tx'ing administered are 
req uired to present them 
to the undersigned with­
in the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.
JERRY BRUCE 
do
Ben L. Sturgeon, Esq, 
Attorney at Law 
P ,0 , Box 2197 
Pampa, Texas 
79066-2197
DATED the 1st day of 
April, 2009.
Respectfully submitted, 

STURGEON 
LA W H R M  

By:
Ben L  Slurieon. Esq. 

STURGEON 
LAW FIRM 

State Bar No. I94S0000 
P.O. Box 2197 
Pampa, Texas 

79066-2197 
(806)688-9292- 

Telephone 
(806)688-1150- 

Facsimile 
Attorney for Executor 

JERRY BRUCE 
C- 63 Apr. 6, 2009

‘This is to give notice 
of intent to introduce in 
the 81st Legislature, 
Regular Session, a bill 
to be entitled an Act re­
lating to the boundaries 
of the Hemphill County 
Underground Water 
Conservation District.” 
C-62 Apr. 6, 2009

S S p e d a l N o t i c ^ ^

ADVERTISING Ma­
terial to be placed In 
the Pampa News, 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa

1 0 I^ 8 t^ [o u n d

$100 REWARD! Lost 
Little Female Terrier, 
spayed. Mainly brown 
w/ some u n  A  dark 
brown. Name is Sage. 
669-2922,664-1021.

FREE P i  puppy. Cali 
669-6223.

14h Gen. Serv.
CERAMIC tile work. 
RertKxleling floor, 
shower, kitchen. Tex­
ture, painting, dry wall. 
Free esti. CaU 665-3453 
leave message, Jesus 
Barraza.

HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Child­
ers Brothers, Irrc. 800- 
299-9563, 806-352-
9563

COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or 
build new. Free esti­
mates. Call 669-7769.

HANDYMAN from 
yard work to siding, 
trim, and paint holes in 
fence or walls. Call Ty­
son, I do it all. 898- 
0571.

DIRT work. Rock for 
driveways. Landscap­
ing. Manure avail. 8 0^  
679-7985, W5-5859.

HO
Handyrruui. Reliable. 
Reas. Ref No job too 
small. Doug 665-0832, 
440-9100

14r Plowing/Yard
S&H Lawn Service. 
Mowing A  bagging, 
tree trimming, edging, 
weedeating. 324- 
9397, 664-4189 for free 
estimate._____________

L ^ P l u i n b i n ^ j e a ^

JACK’S Plumbing, 715 
W. Foster, 665-7115.

19 Situations

21 Help Wanted 95 Funi.
NEED Maintenance
Man. Must have tools A  
transportation. Apply at 
800 N. Nelson. 
MAINTENANCE 
Make Ready Person. 
Must have own tools 
and transportation.
Background check re­
quired. 665-4274. 
CANADIAN Family 
Physicians is now tak­
ing applications for the 
position of LVN. Bene­
fits package offered. 
Apply in person 1025 S. 
3rd St., Canadian.
SUPER RENTALS un­
der new management. 
Now taking applica­
tions for Delivery / 
Sales. FT / PT. Must be 
18 yrs. old. Apply in 
person 1304 N. Batiks.
GRAY County Sher­
iff  s Office is accepting 
applications for FfT 
Maintenance. Salary 
plus benefits. Pick up 
atxl return appBcMaa 
to the Sheriffs Office. 
No phone calls.

98 Unfiirn. Houses 103 Homes For Sale

It s not just
getting a mortgage 
it s building your future.

¡Llám enos y 
M údese  Pronto!®

All real estate adver­
tised herein is subject 
to tire Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to ad­
vertise "any prefer­
ence, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or national ori­
gin. or intention to 
make any such prefer­
ence, limitation, or 
discrimination." State 
law also forbids dis 
crimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for re­
al estate which is in vi­
olation of the law. All 
persons are hereby in­
formed that all dwell­
ings advertised *^ait 
available on an eqiod 
opportunity basis.

“Hands On” Patient 
Care Position in a 
busy Chiropractic 
ofBce. Put your 
“people skills” to 
work. Fax resume 
to (806)665-0537

Private Elderly Care 
Home lus an Opening 
for Client. TotrU care 
incl. 24 hr in my 
home. We do every­
thing the client needs. 
Have been open for 10 
yrs. Do have referen­
ces. 669-2271.

SOBuUdingSuppj.
White House Lumber 

101 S. Ballard 
^ ^ 6 6 W 2 9 ^ ^ ^

60 Household
CCXIKSTOVES. bed­
room frim., freezers A  
complete home furnish­
ings. (¡f>2-i5yi.n |s

69 Mise.

13 Bus. 0pp.
GREAT Investment 
opp. Pampa motel. Re­
tired couple or individu­
al. 665-1875, 806-383-

1 4 a A l r C o n d ^ ^ ^

BROWNING H e^ng  
A  Air Coiid., 665-1212. 
Free esti. bn  new equip. 
We service all brands!

I Need More Houses To 
Clean! Excellent Refer­
ences. Cidl 665-5859

HOME CARE CNA 
Experieitced. Have ref­
erences. 806-332-9800

m i e j ^ W a n t e ^ ^

NO’nCE
Readers are urged to 
fully investigate adver­
tisements which require 
payment in advaiKe for 
information, services or 
goods.

EXP. DIESEL 
MECHANIC 

WANTED
D.E. Oiase, Inc., is 
looking for an experi­
enced diesel mechanic. 
Top pay with benefits. 
Must pass drug screen. 
CDL a plus but not re­
quired. Apply in person 
at 1445 S. Baines.

ADVERTISING Ma­
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
News Office Only. 
DINETTES and Furni­
ture. Red Bam, 1420 S. 
Barnes. We buy estates. 
Sat. 10-5. 665-2767
CRUSHED Asphalt and 
other Driveway Materi­
als. Delivered. Call 
662-5005.

25 Angus Bulls for 
Sale. 16 nw. to 3 yrs. 
old. $1500 each. 806- 
664-3417.

80 Pets &
FREE KITTENS to 
good homes. Call 806- 
669-1728 or 806-440- 
6638.
AKC Cairns (Toto), 
wheaten/bl. markings. 9 
wks, shots/worming.
669-1269, 898-2077.

ATTENTION Senior 
Citizeiu, nicely furnish­
ed rooms. All bills paid, 
incl. cable A  internet. 
Affordable mo. rates. 
665-1875 or 883-2572.

96 Unfurn. Apts.
2 bdr., I ba. AppliaiKes 
are furnished.
Call 440-2866 

ALL BILLS PAID
1 bdrm ., le itK id e le d . 
Courtyard Apts. Call 
(817)909-4766. 
LAKEVIEW Apt. 1 A
2 bdr. unfum. apt. Call 
for availability. Ref. & 
deposit req. 669-4386
LARGEST in Pampa. 
Spacious I&2 bdr. apts. 
Friendly neighbors. 
Reas, rates. 665-1875. 
THE Schneider House, 
now leasing apts., I A  2 
bdr., utilibes incl. 120 
S. Russell or 665-0415.

98 Unftirn. Houses
PICK up rental list, in 
Gray Box. at 125 S. 
Houston, Pampa. 
NUMEROUS houses hi 
Pampa area. 2 & 3 bdr. 
houses. 2 bdr. duplexes, 
I bdr. apts. All reasona­
bly p ric^ . 665-4274 
5 bedroom, 3 bath. 2 
car, 2 fireplaces, c h/a, 
executive home in ex­
clusive subdivision, 
$1,500 mo. $1.500 dep 
662-7557.
AUSTIN Sch. Distr. 4 
bdr.. 2 ba. Coiner lot. 
$700 mo., $500 dep. 
806-228-5108.

3 bedroom, 1 bath and 
garage. Available April 
1st. Call 665-4455.
2 bdr. house for rent. 
CaU 662-9700.

9 ^ t o r ^ l d g ^ ^ ^ ^

TUMBLEWEED 
Acres. self storage 
units. Various sizes. 
665-0079, 665-2450.

102 Bus. Rental
DOWNTOWN office 
spiu:e for rent. Utilities 
A  cleaning service pro­
vided. Ample puking. 
669-6823
OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about .3 months free 
rent: 669-6841.
LARGE Shop Bldg, for 
lease. Great Downtown 
Location! Won't last. 
665-1875.

103 Homes For Sale
1105 Chulea, lovely 3 
bednmm I 3/4 buht 
1240 sq. ft. very nice 
neighborhood, $70.000 
Owner Financing Not 
Available. 806-665- 
0370. or 760-447-8531.

SKELLYTOWN. 4/1. 
Needs work. $12.000 as 
is or o w e  $1000 
down, $220 mo. Also 
12 lots of land, has been 
a trailer park, $7500. 
662-8566, 848-2517

UPDATED brick split- 
level. tons of room! 3 
bdr., 2.5 ba.. 2753 sq. 
ft., sunroom, deck. 1930 
Dogwood. Cidl 665- 
2130,806-206-7666

115 TraUer Parks
TUMBLEWEED 
Acres, Storm Shelters, 
fenced, stor. bldg, avail. 
6 6 5 -0 0 7 9 ^6 5 -2 4 5 0 ^

116 Mobtte Homes
07 28' Gtilf Stream. 
Class C. 15,500 miles. 
2 slides. Sleeps 6. 
(Juecn bed. Ex. Condi­
tion. $60,(X)0. In Ama­
rillo 480-540-5571.

1-888-883-2086
call today for your 
Free Pre-approval!*

hnannal pew idail H  CendaN Vkkl LeadnihaU
load, Ml ImivL N] OHM NiHwl ta appksaNr anvndsrv 
market cradti and peofintv pmMtne*

1-888-891-8764
Toll Fi r

El camino a casa mis rápido, 
más simple, y más convemente.”

120 Autos

HIGHEST 
CASH PAID 
FOR HOUSES! 
C/kLL 665-1875

FOR Sale: 2004 Cliev- 
rolet Suburban. Excel­
lent condition. Good 
tires. V8. 2WD. 
$11.300 obo. Call after 
5 pm. 806-665-1583

W/kNTED 1968-1970 
AMX or Javeline parts 
or parts cars. CaU 580- 
512-8393

AUSTIN SCHOOL DISTRICT North and North East II
3 Cypte* Point . S549.900 . , . .4/2 5/3 ■ 3179 Sf/GCAD
11998 White Acres $288.900 4/3/2 ■ 2626/Bldi on 1 ocie New House
367 WIntei Quotleis $260.000. .4/4/2 - 3500 Sf/Owni * 15 ocies
12016 White Acres $234.900 4/25/3 - 2441 Sf/GCAD ♦ 1 5 ocies
1915 N Holy Ln ................. $182.500 .............4/l,.75,.50/2 - 2179Sf/GCAD
2516 Eveioreen ........... $179,900 ...................... 3/2/2 - 2331 SF/GCAD
2235 Christine $162.000 ............. 3/25/1 -2326 Sf/GCAD
1819Eveigieen ................. $157,900 .4/1, 75. 75/2 - 2315 Sf/GCAD
2300 Navajo $142.500 4/25/2 - 2088 Sf/GCAD
2224 N Christine $139,900 4/2/2 -1914 Sf/GCAD
2706 Seminole $124.900 ....................  3/2/2 -1350 Sf/GCAD
405EUndaDt $120.000 2/1.5/2 -1856 Sf/8ldi New House
1020 Maty Elen $90,000 , . 3/ 1.75/ 1-1811 Sf/GCAD
l 526Wlkton . . $89,900 ....................  4/2/1-1994 Sf/GCAD
2215 N Russe« $69,900 ................. 2/1/1 -1216 Sf/GCAD
1602NChories $69.500 ................. 3/2.5Z2 - 1947 Sf/GCAD
2113NWHston $55.000 ........................3/1/1 -972 Sf/GCAD
LAMAR SCHOOL DISTRICT Southwest

1 IÛ3I SChnitY ........................ . .»5I.UUJ . ...................... ^ ì . /5/l • 1
TRAVIS SCHOOL DISTRICT West and North West
2120 Lynn ......................... $124,900 .................... 3/1.75/2-1872 Sf/GCAD
2112 Lynn........................ $98,5X ............. 3/2/2-1520 Sf/GCAD
2233 Christy $87.000 .............. 3/1/1 ■ 1040 Sf/GCAD
2137 N Fauknei . . $82.000 ................, 3/ 1.75/1 - 1475 Sf/GCAD
1801 N8onks $79,900 ...................3/15/1 -1196 Sf/GCAD
1820 N Weis........................... $77,000. ......................... 4/ 1/0 -1368 Sf/GCAD
2900 Roiewood Ln . . . $64.500 ...................... 3/1.5/0-1537 Sf/GCAD
1145 Seneca Lane $65.000 .......................  3/1/0-1369 Sf/GCAD
1921 N ChiWv . $59,900 . 3/1 75/1 ■ 1096 Sf/GCAD
SOONWefe,.......................... , $55,900 ............. „ . . .  3/2/0-1248 Sf/GCAD
WILSON SCHOOL DISTRICT South East
nil N Power 
112$ Storkweattiei 
1001E Fostei......

OTHER AREAS

$9Z0X ..........................3/2/3 • 18«  Sf/GCAD
$49,900 ...........................3/ 1/0 -1072 Sf/GCAD
$49,000 ...........................3/ 1/0-1220 Sf/GCAO

Outside Pampa City Limits

NICE 2 bdr. home. 103 08 Clievy Cobalt. 4 dr.. 
Burden, Skellytown. UK mi Excellent con-
Owner fin. avail. Gary 
Tmstar RE, 665-4555,

dition. 806-883-2703 
eve., 681-6683 days

OWNER WILL
1999 DddgcDunmgo 

$150ir~~-
nNAN CE Needs motor 

662-3135
1145 TerrsMie 2/1 

Carport 121 Trucks

1331 Gariand 2/1 20 ft. Gooseneck Trail­
er for side. Call 817-

Call Milton 964-0420.
806-790-0827 
TruStar RE

2008 Toyota Tundra 
SR5 4x4 CrewMax
Truck. 8500 mi. Like

Owner Will
New! 3 in. lift, bedliner, 
cover. 440-4023.

Finance
1108 S. Faulkner 122 Motorcycles

2 bdr., 1 ba.
Call Gary 

Trustar ResUty 
806-665-4595

fx)K SALE 
1998 Kawasaki 
$1800.00 obo 

662-2024 interested

530 Actos Neot ietois $530000., .....................Ranch West OI lefots
367 WIntei Ouoters $260.000 4/4/2 - 3500 Sf/Owm ♦ 15 Acies
7400CntyRd 14............ ...... $125,000 .4/3/0 ■ 2865 5/GCADf ♦ 10 Actes
1503 Uons SI. Mkimi $109,900 3/2/2 1780 Sf/GCAD * 69 Acre
11609CntyRdE $109,000 . .............3/1/1 - 1365*3 ocies/GCAD
704 Gardenia, WD . $94,500 . ................3/1.75/0 - 1800Sf/GCAD
108 Jerierson. Skitn $69,900 ......... 3/1 75/2 - 1542 Sf/GCAD
401E 4th. Lelon $35,000,, .............. 2/1/2-1080 Sf/GCAD

Pampa Raalty Inc. 669-0007 
Pampa MIS a BmarilloMlS

Jim Davidson (IKR/OWNR). .602-9021
Rabacca Akini .....................662-2190
Robert Andefwold.................665-3357

H V I K m  Katrina Mghom .....................598-8510
^  Chrisia Carpenter................... 664-0463

I Donna Courier....................... 595-0779
Tw«a Rsher (8KR)...................440-2314
John Goddard (BKR).............595-1234
Linda lo p o c k a ....................... 662-9611

- p  Zeb Sailors ..............................664-0312
. y '  Sandro Schuneman (8KR) ..662-7291

Visit CElhilRY 21 COMMUNITIES'" on AOLeKeyword:CENTURY 21
A««opa a ««Bme a  m t a m  iMJiami’Hi  on w em pa b o n d  « o n  nomm or lo id  n o u g h  century 2 i koncNM i dunng ' e r
*1997 CiTAev 21 Rm  E M *  Camara*<tf>*9«w »orMriaM and w v ta m a w  91 C iM tn  21 aeor Errore C o w o iD n  ta r o  ■•Ouar^Orconi/Wy i roancf % NOEAf NOfunY owi«o ano o*eraiid

14d Caroentn^
Carpentry, Roofing, 
Replacement Windows, 
steel siding A  trim. 
Continuous gutters. Jer­
ry Nicholas 669-9991, 
662-8169

OVERHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con­
struction. CaU 669- 
6347.

14< Carpet Serv.
NU-WAY

CLEANING SERVICE 
Bob Marx Owner-Oper- 
a lM X a U 6 6 « 5 4 ^ ^

14h Gen. Sent.
JH Concrete. Drive­
ways, additions, stamp, 
patios, tile, fences. Free 
EsI 806-382-5408

A X Y D L B A A X R  
is L O N G F E L L O W

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints. Each day the code letters are different.
4-6 CRYPTOQUOTE

L G N  S N D L  M Y W  B A D L

S N M T L R I T K  L G R Y F D  RY L G N

Q A X K W  H M Y Y A L  S N D N N Y  AX

N O N Y  G N M X W .  L G N Z  B T D L  SN

I N K L  Q R L G  L G N  G N M X L .

— G N K N Y  P N K K N X
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: IT’S NEVER TOO 

SOON OR TOO LATE TO BUILD FOR YOUR 
FUTURE. — RALPH WALDO EMERSON

Daily Horoscope
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday, April 
7, 2009:
You have a way or style that draws many 
this yeu  Sorting through what must be 
done as opposed to what you would like 
to do will help clarify plans. It would be 
best if the two lists merge Consider 
making your daily life more of what you 
want rather than what you have to do. 
The unexpected provides sudden insights 
this year. If you are single, you'll meet 
people in your daily life You don't need 
to go to extremes. If you are attached, the 
two of you need to do more as a couple, 
even if it is just cleaning house. Share 
your experiences, and the bond will 
become stronger. VIRGO works well 
with you.

The SUus Show the Kind of Day You'll 
Have: S-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; I -Difficult

AR1E:S (March 21-Apnl 19)
★  Get down to basics The unexpect­
ed forces you to regroup. You have the 
ability to move in new directions and try 
a new approach. Extremes punctuate 
happenings, so much so that you are 
exhiuisted at the day’s end. Tonight: Go 
home and nap
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
WWAWW Zero in on what must happen 
as opposed to doing what you would 
most like. The unpredicUbitily of friends 
gets the best of you. A meeting doesn't 
go in the direction you think it should. 
Laughter can replace irritation if you 
detach. Tonight: Anything goes (within 
reason).
GEMINI (May 21-Junc 20) 
h l r k i t  If you wake up on the wrong 
side of the bed, don't take it out on any­
one. Take a deep breath. Honoring a 
request could distract you from woik.

Still, the unpredictable does run not 
Juggling different needs has you on your 
toes Tonight: Stay planted in your castle 
CANCER (June 21 -July 22) 
i r k  i r k  it Keep communication open, 
even if you feel as If others are tossing 
grenades into your life You cannot pre­
dict the outcome of simations, but you 
can participate and influence the direc­
tion of key projects. Tonight: Get plenty 
of sleep.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) 
k k k  You could think that you are deal­
ing with beginners or novices, as so 
many blunders could be naade. Take 
charge of finaiKes and other key areas 
immediately, and eliminate potential 
problems or snafus. To others, you just 
don't make sense Tonight: Buy a little 
treat or gif) for a roommate on the way 
home.
VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22)
♦  Your smile doesn't fade, despite 
hassles that keep reappeanng. Your 
vision of possibilities could change as a 
result of events and people's actions. 
Remain steady and sure of yourself, even 
in rapidly changing circumstances. 
Tonight: Consider making this an early 
night
LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct. 22) 
k k k  Know when to pull back In fact, 
you might opt to leave work earlier Most 
definitely close your door if you are lo 
get anything done Your way of dealing 
with a changmg panorama of issues and 
people just might be to become a recluse. 
Tomght: Juft for you.
SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21) 
k k k k  Focus on immediate goals. 
Others — especially a child or a special 
friend — could prove to be unusually 
distracting. Double-check facts and fig­
ures when dealuig with basics Use a 
break to relax. Tonight: Let the fun

begin.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec. 21)

Others namrally look lo you when 
they are unsure or when turbulent times 
hit The problem lies In that you cannot 
always be there or Uike the lead. Look at 
the ramifications of taking the lead in a 
situation, especially if there is a backfire. 
Tonight: If you can. head home early. 
CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19) 
k k k k  Don't lock on one idea, opinion 
or set of facts. Much more could weave 
in if you remain open. Forthcoming 
information points to increased knowl­
edge and flexibility The unexpected 
marks your plans. Tonight: Flex — try a 
new haunt or type of cuisine. 
AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feh. 18)
♦  Listen to news from a partner. 
Your laughter adds to the mood, fortu­
nately. Much happens that could impact 
you, but with a positive attitude, you 
could he pleasantly surprised Investigate 
and evaluate. Tonight: Togetherness is 
die theme
PISCES (Feb 19-March 20)
★  How you deal with someone 
could change radically because of what 
someone else docs. Laugh and relax. 
Know that there are many ways to 
resolve a problem. No one says you 
should head in a certain direction. 
Tonight Be with a favorite person

BORN TODAY
Interviewer David Frost (1939), actor 
Russell Crowe (1964), actor James 
Gamer (1928)

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at 
wwwjacquelinebigar.com.

O 2004 hy King Features Syndicate Inc
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Voter ID bills will get public airing
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 

State lawmakers are hold­
ing a new round of public 
hearings Monday o4 the 
controversial plan to tight­
en voter ID laws, a propos­
al that has already sparked 
partisan meltdown in the 
state Senate, consumed 
hours of testimony and 
triggered threats of federal 
lawsuits.

Fourteen experts, seven 
invited by Democrats and 
seven by Republicans, are 
expected to testify Monday 
before the House Elections 
Committee, according to a 
list provided by the panel. 
Then on Tuesday, the pub­
lic will get a chance to 
speak out.

At issue are proposals to 
require that Texans furnish 
additional identification 
before being allowed to 
vote. Under current law, a 
voter registration card suf­
fices, though Texans can 
show their driver’s license 
if they don’t have it.

Last month, the Senate 
passed a hill that would 
require either a photo ID, 
such as a driver’s license.

or two alternative docu­
ments, including govern­
ment mail, marriage cer­
tificates and utility bills. 
Democrats and their allies 
say lawsuits will be filed 
against the measure if it 
ultimately becomes law.

Republicans, who con­
trol both houses of the 
Legislature and all 
statewide elective offices 
,A i  say new ID rules are 
heeded to protect against 
voter fraud. Democrats 
complain that the GOP 
wants to suppress 
Democratic turnout by 
erecting hurdles that dis­
proportionately impact 
poor, minority and elderly 
voters.

As the bill moves to the 
House, Rep. Todd Smith, 
the Euless Republican who 
chairs the Elections 
Committee, is pushing for 
a compromise. He said 
he’d like to delay imple­
mentation of the new rules 
for up to four years and 
wants to conduct a 
statewide voter education 
and registration campaign. 
The Senate bill, by con­

trast, would take effect in 
time for the 2010 elections.

Smith said he believes 
there’s a little hyperbole on 
both sides of the debate.

“I do think there are 
some of my Republican 
friends who are guilty of 
hyping the evidence relat­
ing to instances of voter 
impersonation,” Smith told 
The Associated Press in a 
recent interview. “But hav­
ing said that, it is also cer­
tainly true that some of my 
Democratic friends are 
capable of hyping the 
notion that material num­
bers of voters will be dis­
enfranchised by any addi­
tional forms of security.”

Smith said he wants to 
avoid the kind of scene last 
month that visited the 
Texas Senate, which 
approved the legislation on 
a strict party-line vote and 
engaged in hours of parti­
san bickering. When the 
proposal was heard in a 
Senate committee, law­
makers debated past dawn 
the following day, forcing 
some quite stunned mem­
bers of the public to spend

the night in cramped chairs 
in the Capitol, waiting for 
a chance to testily.

That’s why Smith is 
breaking up the discussion 
into two days. Monday 
will be reserved for expert 
testimony only, and Smith 
allowed each side to invite 
an equal number of wit­
nesses. A public hearing 
will be held the following 
day.

Among the experts 
Democrats asked to testify 
are Gary Bledsoe, presi­
dent of the Texas NAACP, 
and Mary Scott, from the 
Texas branch of the 
retireee advocacy group 
AARP of Texas.

Republicans on the com­
mittee invited testimony 
from John Fund, a Wall 
Street Journal writer and 
author of the book 
“Stealing Elections: How 
Voter Fraud Threatens Our 
Democracy.” The GOP 
lawmakers are also calling 
on Wesley Tailor, director 
of the Georgia Elections 
Division, to talk about how 
that state implemented a 
voter ID law.

Perry speaks 
to Young 

Conservatives
o f Texas

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Gov. Rick Perry tried to 
convince the Young Conservatives of Texas on 
Saturday that he should be their pick in the 2010 
Republican primary for governor.

“It was well presented,” Dustin Matocha, the still 
undecided chairman of'Young Conservatives at the 
University of Texas told the Austin Amcrican- 
Statesman for its online editions. “I’m leaning 
towards Perry right now, but I still have a couple 
more months to decide. I want to hear what (U.S. 
Sen.) Kay Bailey Hutchison has to say first.”

Perry faces Hutchison in the 2010 Republican 
primary for governor, a race that’s already heating 
up.

Hutchison isn’t scheduled to speak at the conven­
tion this weekend, but a representative was on 
hand.

Laura Elizabeth Morales, senior vice chairman 
for the group, said they just want the most conser­
vative candidate in office.

“We don’t say how somebody leans until we get 
their questionnaires, get their interviews and talk 
with the group,” she said.

W ork fulfilling for Southern Baptist m issionary
TEMPLE, Texas (AP) Missionary 

work is God’s work and in Lori Price’s 
case, it’s farming peanuts.

“And 1 never thought I’d be doing any 
of it,” she said.

But she is. She’s a career missionary 
with the Southern Baptist Convention 
International Mission Board, and her daily 
life in the Samogho village of West Africa 
is consumed with two things: teaching 
Christianity «and maintaining a peanut 
crop.

On furlough since Feb. 4, Price has been 
traveling the southern United States to 
visit churches and update them on the suc­
cess of her mission.

“I go to share my experiences and talk 
about everything I’ve learned,” Price said.

She’s now settled at her home in 
Academy, looking forward to some vaca­
tion time with family and friends.

“Furlough’s a time to refresh and renew 
your spirit,” she said. “I’m looking for­
ward to it. I’ll be able to reconnect with 
my home church. First Baptist Church of 
Academy.”

Not scheduled to return to Africa until 
Aug. 27, her furlough will continue for 
another five months. This is her first time 
home in three years.

Three years on and six months off is a 
common schedule among full-time mis­
sionaries. though there are options.

“You can work two years and come 
home for three months or do one year on, 
one month off,” Price said. “It’s up to your 
situation and whether you have a family. 
For me, the three-year routine works.”

Becoming a missionary was never a 
goal or dream for Price. The thought did­
n’t even occur to her until she was an 
adult.

“1 was 33 years old. and my supervisor 
asked me what my goals were.” she said. 
“I didn’t have any. 1 had a company car, a 
secretary and paid vacation. Life wa.s 
good. Why should I be looking for other 
goals?”

It didn’t take long for God to answer.
That same week she was teaching a 

Bible study called “Experiencing God” at 
FBC-Academy.

“The lesson was that we needed to be 
prepared for what God was going to throw 
our way.” Price said. “And out of the 10 
women who were there, it ended up being 
me we were praying about. God was 
working on a change in my heart. He 
wanted me to do his work. He wanted my 
new goal to be his mission.”

Her first reaction was an eye roll.
“1 laughed at him,” Price said.

“Missionaries are holy, proper and digni­
fied not me. God is about loving all 
people all of the time, and there are people 
I don’t even like. How could he be calling
me?”

But she figured that God must have 
known what he was talking about.

“I realized it’s not about me. It’s about 
God,” Price said. “It’s about God doing 
things through people. God is big enough 
to do anything, even if it’s using me to 
accomplish his goal.”

So in 1997 she accepted the IMB mis­
sion of “evangelizing and church planting 
among unreached people groups” as her 
own. She taught gospel at an African vil­
lage in Niger until 1999, and then she 
spent a few years studying doctrine at the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth.

Her mission work with the Samogho 
village started in 2002.

“It’s become a home to me,” she said. 
“And the people there are my family.”

With no electricity or nmning water, the 
place is primitive. She lives in a cement- 
coated mud house.

“You’d be surprised at how much you 
can live without,” Price said. “When 
things aren’t there, you find a way to 
make it work.”

Natural ventilation suffices for air con­
ditioning, a cot can be a bed, and water 
can come from a well instead of a faucet. 
Yes, Price grants her Samogho home a fair 
amount of leeway — but it stops at the toi­
let.

“When 1 was interviewing, I told them 1 
didn’t mind not having life’s luxuries, but 
I was too old to squat.” Price said. “I was 
going to have to have something to sit 
on.”

The 1MB accommodated her request. 
Her hut in the Samogho village is the only 
one that is equipped with a toilet-like 
structure. It’s metal and shaped like a fun­
nel, but it does the job.

“It operates with well water and a man­
ual bucket flush,” Price explained.

Days in Samogho start at 4:30 a.m.
“I didn’t know 4:30 happened twice a 

day until I moved there, but sure enough it 
does.” Price said. “At 4:30 in the morning, 
you’ve got roosters crowing, chickens and 
goats moving around and women grinding 
com to make flour.”

By 5 a.m., it’s time for the morning 
greeting.

“The West Africans are huge on greet­
ings.” Price said. “And we’re not talking 
about a ’Hi, how are you?’ We’re talking 
about 30 minute conversations with
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everyone in the village. First the chief, 
then the elders and then your friends.”

She said the morning greetings general­
ly start with the question of “Did you pass 
your night in peace?”

“And if you know any of the family 
members by name, you’re supposed to ask 
about them,” Price said. “It’s drawn-out 
but heartwarming. All this takes place the 
minute someone sees you first thing in the 
morning. There’s no such thing as going 
to the pump and getting water and running 
back to brush your teeth. The greeting 
happens at first sight.”

Afier the greetings, the village gathers at 
the courtyard for a prayer to bless their 
day.

After breakfast, it’s time to for the day’s 
work to begin. Some begin preparing 
lunch, others pump water for the laundry 
and the farmers work the land.

Millet, com, and peanuts are the staple 
crops of the Samogho village. Cotton, gin­
ger, and vegetables are grown as supple­
mentary produce.

“About 8S percent of the village’s 
income is based on agriculture,” I^ce 
said. “Families also raise chickens, goats, 
sheep and cows.”

Price doesn’t sit by and watch the vil­
lagers as they work.

“I’m right there beside them,” she said. 
“I’ve got a tract of land and a peanut crop 
that I’m responsible for.”

The evening is her main opportunity to 
teach the Bible. As the sun sets and every­
one is resting from the day’s work, she 
says she’ll tell the familiar stories of 
Adam and Eve, Christ’s birth and the res­
urrection.

“If we take a break out in the field, I try 
to take advantage of that time too,” she

She mostly works with adult men and 
women, and she communicates with them 
through the language the village uses for 
business and trade.

“The vernacular has been harder for me 
to learn,” Price said. “There’s no written 
or audio tape way to leam the language. It 
all has to be done by ear and conversation. 
I was able to pick up the trade language 
quicker.”

The Christianity lessons, she said, have 
been received well.

“They’ve been very open,” Price said. 
“It’s a view they’re not familiar with, one 
they want to learn more about. The chief 
has said, ’We know of the Muslim road 
but not the Jesus road. Now we do.’”

So farming and teaching — that’s a typ­
ical weekday in the life of Price.

She spends her weekends in a modem 
house, with TV and AC, about an hour aaid 
a half outside Samogho. She drives her 
buck on the commute.

Why not make the commute everyday 
and live full-time in the comfortable 
house?

Well, Price doesn’t want to do that. She 
wants to live with the people of Samogho 
and work beside them.

“There’s a line in the Book of 
Revelation that says one day all nations 
will be around God rejoicing. That’s what 
keeps me going,” Price said, tears welling. 
“It breaks my heart to think that when 
Judgment comes, they won’t be in heaven 
with me. It’s just like someone telling you 
that your mother, father, brother or sister 
won’t be with you in heaven. The people 
of Samogho are my family. I’ve grown to 
love them. And it lulls me to think they’ll 
be excluded.”
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