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Carpet pad with
installation purchase

he Floor Store

o 2110 Perryton Parkway
663-4455

CHIELDERS BROTHERS IN

HOUSE LEVELING
Uneven Floors
Floor Bracing
Cracks In Bricks
Sticking Doors & Windows
Interior Wall Cracking

0 FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-299-9563

1224 North Hobart
NBC Plaza 2, Suite 11

www ashmoreassociates com

WWW.CHILDERSLEVELING.COM

Load up on
Savings!

One @ Flooring
1533 N. HOBART
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5

SATURDAY 10-1
665-0995

670

M#10341 « LICENSED * INSURED

BOB'S PLUMBING

PAMPA, TEXAS

806-669-1940

CELL# 806-584-0809
HOURS MON-FRI 8-6 « SAT 8-12
EMERGENCY ANYTIME
OWNERS: BOBBY FAIRES / DUECE FAIRES
R AR

VISION SOURCE
FaMiLY EYE CARE
OpTICAL
CARE CREDIT ACCEPTED
1324 N. BANKS
806.665.0771

— "
Roofing Siding

Custom Homes
Window Replacement

Ay R

Vision

OMPUTER SERYICE

806-665-HELP(4357)

Combs Worley Bunlding
120 W Kingsmill Ave
Suite 303

% H Leasing
M ¢ 38 ¢ ﬁ
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Let nothing stand
between you and your
relationship with God

1945 N. Hobart * 665-2061

Pampa, TX
806-688-7081

or all your insurance needs!

UTO * HOME * RV * BOAT
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2009 United Way campaign kicks off

~ staff photo by Andrew Glover

First Presbyterian pastor Kenny Rigoulot speaks during the United Way campaign kickoff lun-
cheon at the Chamber of Commerce Tuesday, September 22. The 2009 campaign goal is to

raise $315,000

Gray County Child Welfare
Board needs volunteers

A dedicated group of vol-
unteers are looking for a few
more people willing to work
to improve the lives of abused
and neglected children in Gray
County.

The Gray County Child
Welfare Board needs several
volunteers to join the board,
which works with Child
Protective Services (CPS) to
ensure that the needs of the
county’s abused and neglected
children are met. The board is
involved in several activities,
including providing Christmas
gifts to abused children and
helping kids out with expenses,
such as graduations.

Board Chairman Paul Searl
said the board currently has six
members, but could use four or

five more to help. Board mem-
bers are needed who can spend
a couple hours a month helping
out children.

“We’re just there to help kids
and do what needs to be done
to help them out,” Searl said.
“It’s really all about the kids.”

Child abuse is a problem
across the nation, and Gray
County is no exception. In
Fiscal Year 2008, CPS com-
pleted 257 investigations in
Gray County and found 67 con-
firmed victims of child abuse
and neglect. In the Panhandle/
High Plains region, 4,156 chil-
dren were found to have been
abused after 7,418 investiga-
tions

In the effort to decrease the
prevalence of child abuse, vol-

unteers are a key ally, said Greg
Cunningham, CPS spokesman.

“Child abuse is a commu-
nity problem that requires a
community-based solution,”
Cunningham said. “We need
people in every city and county
willing to dedicate their time to
make sure our most vulnerable
population — our children — are
safe and protected.”

The board will be holding a
meeting at noon on Oct. 6 in
the CPS office, 1517 N. Banks
in Pampa. Anyone interested
in joining can attend the meet-
ing or contact Cindy Vandiver,
Department of Family and
Protective Services community
initiatives specialist, at 806-
655-3071 Ext. 25.

CHILD cont. on page 3

Resident presents petition
apposing aquatic park site

BY BETSY PHILLIPS
editor@thepampanews.com

Pampa resident Joseph Neil
spoke at the regular meeting
of the Pampa City Commission
Tuesday afternoon in opposi-
tion to the location of the pro-
posed aquatic center.

Neil brought a petition to the
council with 128 names, and
said there were more people
circulating the same petition,
but who did not make it to the
4 p.m. meeting.

Neil said he feels traffic
and danger to children play-
ing in the neighborhood would
increase if the aquatic center is
built at Inez Carter Park, and
feels the city owns enough land
to build the project elsewhere,
without paying $100,000 for
the parcel of land it will pur-

chase to place the center at the
Inez Carter location.

“l was born here, “ Neil
told the commissioners. “ I had
planned to use (the value of)
my home as part of my retire-
ment.”

Mayor Lonny Robbins told
Neil the commission would
“process” the information
“based on the city charter.”

Assistant City. Manager
Shane Stokes gave an update
on the project saying the
Pampa Economic Development
Corporation Board met
Tuesday morning and voted to
approve the final $250,000 for
the project. Stokes said it is
fully funded now.

The majority of the funds to
build the aquatic center is from
bonds purchased by the city

last spring.

He reiterated points from a
“fact sheet” published in the
Monday Edition of the Pampa
News.

“The City of Pampa plans to
build its new outdoor aquatic
facility at Inez Carter Park,
located just north of the Pampa
Youth & Community Center
between Harvester Street
and Randy Matson A venue.
Several concerns have been
expressed recently by a few
citizens that live in that area.
This fact sheet will attempt to
address each of those concerns.

Decreased property values:

Studies have shown in other
cities that property values not
only do not decrease but in
most cases, increase with the
CITY cont. on page 3

BY ANDREW GLOVER
aglover@thepampanews.com

The Pampa United Way kicked off their
2009 campaign during a luncheon at the
M.K. Brown Room in the Pampa Chamber
of Commerce.

This year’s goal is set at $315,000. Mike
Ruff said that number was determined in a
budget allocation meeting in the spring.

“Each of the 19 agencies present their
budget requests to the committee,” Ruff
said. “It’s an all day meeting. The groups
bring their financial statements and the
committee decitles what is allocated.”

Ruff said most of the money received
goes to the United Way agencies.

“Eighty-three percent of the money we
receive goes to support the agencies,” Ruff
said. “The other 17.5 percent goes to admin-
istrative costs.”

The room were the luncheon was held
was decorated with a football theme. Ruff
and Pampa businessman Dick Stowers were
dressed in referee outfits.

Stowers started the meeting by intro-
ducing the United Board members. Ruff
introduced the agency’s and introduced the
speaker, Kenny Rigoulot, pastor of First
UNITED WAY cont. on page 3

PISD gets
superior

audit rating

8y Davio Bowser
dbowser@thepampanews.com
Pampa Independent School District

achieved a Superior Achievement rating in
the Financial Integrity Rating System of
Texas, more commonly known by the acro-
nym FIRST.

The district ranked strongly in the 24
indicators of the program, PISD Business
Manager Carol Fields told the Pampa
Independent School District Board of
Trustees last night during a public hearing
prior to the school board’s regular monthly
meeting.

The district scored 82 out of a possible 85
points in their audit.

Fields said the district was scored on such
things as debt, district management practic-
es, student-teacher ratio, student-staff ratio,
administrative-cost ratio and tax collections.

During the meeting, the board heard a pre-
sentation by Cherie Christen on an employ-
ment recognition program known as “You
Made Pampa Proud.”

The program is designed to improve
morale on PISD campuses.

Approved by the board, the employment
recognition program will be implemented
beginning Oct. 1.

The school board heard reports on the high
school renovation project, which is wind-
ing down, and the new junior high project,
which should be enclosed by the time winter
weather hits the area.

The board approved a $22,500 bid for a

PISD cont. on page 3

CrimeStoppers
seeks tipsters
to claim rewards

There are some people that Pampa/
Gray County Crime Stoppers owes
money to who have not come forward
to claim their rewards. No information
is kept on the tipsters, but they have a
reward coming to them. Please contact
Pampa/Gray County Crime Stoppers,
(806) 669-2222, if one of these is your
code number.

Tipster # 3232

Tipster # 9225
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{| Mostly cloudy, with a high near 66. Calm wind
| becoming west northwest between 5and 10
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thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near
75. Southwest wind between 10 and 15 mph,
with gusts as high as 25 mph.
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57. South southwest wind between 10 and 15
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
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“Teacher killed in-

stabbing at high
school in Tyler

“ 'FYLER, Texas (AP)
Tyler police say a stabbing
today at John Tyler High
School in Tyler has left a
teacher dead.

Police spokesman Officer
‘Don Martin confirmed a
male teacher was dead and
a juvenile was taken into
custody after Wednesday
morning’s attack. Further
details were not immedi-
ately released.

Martin said a stabbing
was reported arébund 9
a.m. Wednesday and that
Tyler police were assisting
school police.

Martin referred ques-
tions to Angela Jenkins,
a spokeswoman for John
Tyler High School. Jenkins
did not immediately return
messages left by The
Associated Press.

Donald Yarborough

L]
AL o
dies at 83
HOUSTON (AP)
Donald Yarborough, a
Houston lawyer who ran
unsuccessfully for Texas
governor three times in the
1960s, has died. He was 83
His daughter, Sophie
Y arborough DeVise,
said Yarborough died
‘Wednesday. DeVise said
he had suffered from
Parkinson’s disease for
Jnany years.

Yarborough, a liberal

Democrat, was born in New
Orleans in 1925. He made
his first run for governor
against three-time incum-
bent Price Daniel and John
Connally. Connally won
in 1962, and was wounded
when campaigning with
John F. Kennedy in Dallas
the next year.

Yarborough ran twice
more for governor, but
never succeeded.

3 die in wreck in
Orange County

VIDOR, Texas (AP)
A two-vehicle wreck in
Orange County left three
people dead and one hurt.

The Texas Department
of Public Safety says the
accident involved a pickup
and an SUV on a Farm-to-
Market road near Vidor.

DPS spokeman Tom
Vinger on Wednesday
identified the dead as
33-year-old pickup driv-
er Kelly Marie Dutta of
Beaumont and a passen-
ger, 61-year-old Margaret

Jane Cottom of Jasper.
A 3-year-old girl in the
vehicle was injured. Her
name and condition were
not immediately available.

Vinger says the wreck
Tuesday night also killed
the SUV driver, 47-year-
old Kathy Harrison Viator
of Orange.

Troopers say the pick-
up was southbound and
attempting to make a left
turn when the collision
happened.

‘T'exans receiver Jones pleads guilty to DWI

HOUSTON (AP) —
Houston Texans wide
receiver Jacoby Jones has
pleaded guilty to driving
while intoxicated over a
2008 traffic incident.

A judge in Houston on
Tuesday sentenced Jones to
one year in a new diversion
program for first-time DWI
offenders.

Jones must attend alco-
hol education classes

in the yearlong program
that includes an alcohol
detecting device put in his
vehicle. Completion of the
program could lead to dis-
missal of the case.

Jones was in his car, but
stopped in a downtown
Houston traffic lane, when
he was arrested on March
16, 2008.

Obituaries

Pampa— Leta Carruth
Jeffers, 73, died peacefully
in her home in the early
morning hours of the first
day of autumn — September
22, 2009, surrounded by
her loving husband and
family.

Services are pending
with Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Jeffers was born
July 18, 1936 in Ralston,
Oklahoma, to Wayman and
Vera Staus. At the age of
16, she married John Lloyd
Carruth on December 21,
1952 and they made their
home on the family farm
east of Pampa. A few
years later, they moved
into Pampa where they
raised four children togeth-
er, moving away for a time
to Houston and Liberal,

[eta Carruth Jeffers, 73

Kansas, and returning to
Pampa in the mid .1970’s.
John preceded her in death
in February of 1993. Leta
was blessed with a sec-
ond marriage and the lov-
ing companionship - of
Warren “Gene” Jeffers on
December 24, 1997. She
was a homemaker and
a member of Highland
Baptist Church. Leta loved
God, spending time with
her family, her church,
sewing, crafts and music,
playing games of all kinds
with kids, grandkids and
adults, fishing, and laugh-
ter. She was preceded in
death by her parents; and
two brothers: Billy Ray
Staus and Jim Staus.
Survivors include her
husband of 12 years,
Warren “Gene” Jeffers of

the home; a daughter, Judy
Praytor and husband Robert
of Newalla, Oklahoma;
three sons, David Carruth
and wife Dee of Louisville,
Kentucky, Paul Carruth
and wife Marquetta of
Pampa, and Mike Carruth
of Casper, Wyoming; two
stepsons, Bob Jeffers and
wife Phyllis of Pampa,
and Joe Jeffers and wife
Terri of Tulsa, Oklahoma:
a stepdaughter, Leigh Ann
Crain and husband Mike
of Pampa; 14 grandchil-
dren, 18 great-grandchil-
dren, two great-great-
grandchildren; two sisters,
Linda Bogert of Gillette,
Wyoming, and Dorothy
Edmondson and husband
Tony of San Antonio;
numerous nieces and neph-
ews, countless friends and

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Jeffers
a precious church family.
Leta requested that in
lieu of flowers, memorials
be made to the Highland
Baptist Church Building
Fund, 1301 N. Banks,
Pampa, Texas 79065.
Sign the on-line register
at www.carmichael-what-
ley.com

PampraA PD

The Pampa Police
Department reported the
following incidents during
the 24-hour period ending
at 7 a.m. today.

There were 13 traffic-
related reports and two
accidents.

Animal control reported
six animal-related calls.

There were four medical
calls.

Tuesday, Sept. 22.

There was a narcotics
violation reported.

A vehicle was reported
stolen in the 700 block of
North Powell.

Officers
motorist at

assisted a
Foster and

Hobart.

Officers assisted another
agency in the 1000 block
of South Christy.

A suspicious person was
reported in the 1800 block
of North Nelson.

A theft was reported to
police.

A domestic disturbance
was reported in the 1400
block of West Somerville.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1100 block
of West Gwendolyn.

A theft was reported in
the 100 block of West 30th.

Criminal trespass was
reported at U.S. Highway
60 and Ripley.

A burglary was reported
in the 900 block of East

Barnard.

A structure fire was
reported in the 1000 block
of North Frost.

Harassment was report-
ed to police.

A gas drive off was
reported in the 1000 block
of West Wilks.

Officers checked an
open door in the 2600
block of North Navajo.

A suspicious person was
reported in the 1000 block
of North Varnon.

SHERIFF

Gray  County
Sheriff’s Department
reported the following
arrests in the 24-hour peri-

The

od ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Sept. 22.

Lionel Ray Nash, 25,
was sentenced to 60 days
in county jail.

Justin Wade Ditirro, 18,
was arrested by Pampa
police officers for failure
to appear.

Salvador Rodriguez, 32,
was arrested by Pampa
police officers on charges
of assault and family vio-
lence.

Wednesday, Sept. 23.

Casey Dean Cordell, 49,
of Amarillo, was arrested
by Pampa police officers
on charges of wrong or
altered vehicle registration.

Lell foundation
gives $10M for
data system

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —
The Michael & Susan Dell
Foundation said Tuesday
it is giving $10 million to
help Texas create a $60
million data system to track
student performance, giv-
ing educators access to
academic, attendance, dis-
ciplinary and state testing
records for individual stu-
dents.

Texas Education Agency
officials said the system
will allow teachers and
principals to intervene
early with struggling stu-
dents. Officials said they
will apply for $50 million
in federal stimulus funds to
help pay for the system.

Such data systems are a
key part of the Race to the
Top, a competitive $4 bil-
lion federal grant program
that rewards states that cre-
ate education innovations.

Barbara Knaggs, the
Texas Education Agency’s
associate commissioner for
state initiatives, said hav-
ing a philanthropic dona-
tion jump-start the initia-
tive helps Texas compete
for the federal grant. She
told the Austin American-
Statesman that creating
what is being called the
Texas Student Data System
is one of the agency’s top

priorities for the next four
years.

With the system, the data
will be in one record that
a teacher can access, even
for students who move
from different schools or
districts.

Lori Fey, a director of
policy initiatives for the
foundation created by Dell
Inc. founder Michael Dell
and his wife, Susan, said
various levels of informa-
tion would be displayed in
the system, depending on
who — a parent, princi-
pal or policy maker — is
accessing the database.

The new system will
build on the state’s current
one, which includes stu-
dent performance, demo-
graphic and school person-
nel information.

Family foundation offi-
cials said the new system
would save Texas school
districts about $323 mil-
lion, the cost of gathering
and reporting information
to the Texas Education
Agency under the current
system.

The $10 million gift is
the single largest education
grant the Dell family foun-
dation has given the state
of Texas.

Sentencing set
in green-card
marriage scam

DALLAS (AP) — A Fort
Worth grandmother is set
to be sentenced Wednesday
after admitting to running a
scheme in which her family
members married foreign-
ers seeking to stay in the
United States.

Federal prosecutors say
Maria Refugia Camarillo
arranged the green-card
marriages for more than
two decades. She recruited

her children, nieces, neph-
ews, and even her three
teenage grandchildren to be
the American spouses of
would-be immigrants.

The U.S. Attorney’s
Office says Camarillo
pleaded guilty in July to

commit fraud in connection
with immi on docu-
ments. She up to five

LAST MINUTE
CLASSIFIED LINE ADS

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content
of paid advertisement

COME AND visit our
pumpkin patch. We have
lots of pumpkins and gourds
of various sizes. A&T Yard
Service, Mon-Sat. 8am-6pm.
806-669-9000.

FAMILY MEDICINE
Center is having Flu
Clinic, Thurs. Sept 17
and Oct. 1st, 8-noon, for
established patients (18
yrs. & up) only. Pregnant
patients confer with your
Dr. HIN1 vaccine not yet
avail.

CERAMIC TILE. Keith
Taylor, 874-1779 lv. msg.

SAVE AT Texas Furniture.
TV Consoles as low as $399.
More great savings through
out the store. Hurry in! 1415
N. Hobart, 665-1623 open
9am to 5:30 pm

TIME TO Service That
Heater! Call H.M. Hall
Heating & A/C, 669-2437,
Borger Hwy.
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staff photo by David Bowser
Pat Montoya, Mrs. and Mr. Dick Stowers, Janet Stower, Richard Stowers and
Loyd Waters show off T-shirts for “Silver Serenade,” the 25th annual Country Fair
event sponsored by the Pampa Chamber of Commerce. The October 17 event
is a fundraiser for the chamber. Tickets are on sale for $30 each through the
chamber, 669-3241.

PISD

concession stand at the
softball field.

Athletic Director Stuart
Smith said the concession
stand would be located at
the gate of the softball field
and would double as a tick-
et booth.

Randy Stephenson, who
oversees construction for
the district, told the board
he is meeting with the
agriculture instructor with
regard to building an ag
barn.

In other business,
the board approved a
$53,012.50 Safari Montage
Video Distribution System
at Pampa High. It is a
server-based system on the
school’s network.

While initially for the
high school, the system can
be expanded to include the
junior high and elementary
schools.

Doug Ware appeared
before the school board
to request that gradua-
tion next spring be moved
from the football stadium
indoors to McNeely Field
House.

The school board diss
cussed moving the ‘cert
emony and changing the
time from 10 a.m. Saturday
to the Friday night before,
but Supt. Barry Haenisch

said that might not be pos-
sible because of the school
schedule and state man-
dates.

Some 225 students are
expected to graduate next
spring.

Action on the question
of where and when to hold
graduation was postponed
until the October meeting.

The board approved a
request by the high school
Drama Club to change
their planned travel sched-
ule next spring.

Because of a faltering
economy, the club will
now travel to San Antonio
instead of New York for
their Spring trip.

The board approved a bid
of $5,334 by Audio-Video
Corporation for an inter-
com, paging, bell and clock
system for the new junior.
The money will come out
of bond funds.

Haenisch told the board
that there had been some
concern over students after
class dismissal at Pampa
Junior High because of
problems in past years,
s Bub go far this year there
* had Bech o probléms. The
junior high students are
supposed to leave the cam-
pus by 4 p.m. unless other
arrangements have been

cont. from page 1

make.

The school superinten-
dent said that he’s been
monitoring the students
at the end of the school
day and by 4 p.m., they’'ve
pretty well left the school.
Those who are still await-
ing rides are sent to spe-
cific areas until their ride
arrives.

“The days I've been
there,” Haenisch said,
“students have been well
behaved.”

The school board
approved a measure that
would allow health pro-
fessionals to use schools,
particularly gyms, during
pandemics or other medi-
cal emergencies.

The administration also
asked for suggested names
from the board for the Gray
County Appraisal Board.
The nominees will be vet-
ted and presented to the
board for approval next
month.

The board approved the
Student Health Advisory
Committee members.

Proposed revisions to
the grading and progress
reports to parents and stu-
dent activities will be voted
on next month,

The board will also take
up the PISD Belief

City's Karen Price
volunteers for United Way’s

I .oaned Executive

City of Pampa Secretary
Karen Price is one of sev-
eral local executives who
have volunteered to join
the Loaned Executive pro-
gram to raise money for
this year’s United Way
Campaign.

“The local United Way,
aside from the financial
support they provided for
citizens in need in our com-
munity— the emotional
support the agencies pro-
vide is second to none. In
the times we live in today
it is good to know that if
there is a need, United Way
Agencies will be there to
help,” Price said.

The Loaned Executive is
loaned to the United Way
by the company they work
for, to call on the Major
Firms Division that has 10
or more employees. They
encourage employers to
ask company employees to
donate to the campaign.

Most LE’s are respon-
sible for the company they
are representing as well as
four other accounts.

Statement at  next
month’s meeting.

The board approved on
second reading reports on
guided services and report
on transportation.

They approved a change
in signatures for Wilson
Elementary and Pampa
Learning Center faculty
accounts.

The board also approved
a resolution to allow Gray
County 4H personnel to act
as adjunct PISD staff. They
also approved applications
for admissions the PISD
Education Aide Exemption
Project.

They also; heard reports
on enrollment, Texas
Education Agency, expen-
ditures and preparedness
on HINI flu.

s .t
installation of well main-
tained city parks.

Only playground in
that area of town:

If you have seen the
conceptual drawings of
the proposed facility, you
would see that the new
park will have a new, larg-
er and much nicer play-
ground area that will be
open to citizens year round
free of charge.

Increased noise from
the park’s rides:

There is a misconcep-
tion that this park will be
a large amusement park
with mechanical rides and
roller coasters. Fact is, this
will be a new swimming
pool with slides and play
features for people of all
ages, from tots to adults.

The only increased noise
in the area will be that of
children having fun. The
park will rarely, if ever be
open passed 10 PM and the
original layout of the park
has been changed moving
the aquatic facility to the
center of the property and
the playground to the north
end nearest the homes in
the area.

Increased trash in
neighborhood:

Most of the trash will be
contained within the aquat-
ic facility. Any trash that
gets on the grounds out-
side the fenced area will be
policed on a regular basis.

Increased traffic in the
area:

This is one concern that
really cannot be argued.

There will be an increase
in traffic in the area during
the hours of operation of
the aquatic facility (usually
10 AM to 9 PM). However,
the facility will only be
open during the summer
months and the city plans
to address different ways
to control the speed and
flow of traffic. If we look
at the overall benefit to the
city, the increase in traf-
fic equates to an increase
in tax revenues, increase
in hotel/motel tax revenues
and increase revenues for
local businesses.”

In other business, the
commission adopted ordi-
nances

* Levying an Ad Valorem
tax of $0.62693 for the fis-
cal year 2009-10.

* Setting rates for solid

cont. from page 1

waste disposal.

* Setting water rates for
customers.

The commission
approved items on the
consent agenda, including
reappointing Dick Stowers
to a two-year tem to the
Board of Adjustment,
a zoning appeal board,
Tim Roberts and Bobby
Burns to the Construction
Board of Appeals, Sara
Carmichael, Jerri Ericson,
Sharon Haynes and W.
Wesley Green to the Lovett
Memorial Library Board,
Janie Shed, Harold Price
and Willie Nickleberry to
the Planning and Zoning
Committee and Rusty
Tapp, Marvin Allison and
Oscar Sargentto the Hidden
Hills Golf Advisory Board.

Ride for the refugee reaches fifth year

The Ride for the Refugee,
a ministry of First Christian
Church of Amarillo and
First Christian Church of
Pampa, is celebrating it's
fifth anniversary October
1-4. And what a ride it
has been. Beginning as a
dream of Johnny Harper
from Lefors to have a
motorcycle ministry, it
has grown to include two
semi-trailer trucks, a van,
a trailer and, of course,
motorcycles.

The Ride for the Refugee
is an annual trek covering
950 miles from Liberal,
Kansas to Los

Fresnos, Texas in two
days. The caravan picks
up donated furniture, cloth-
ing, food and money at
Disciples of Christ church-
es along the way. This
year’s donations come
from Liberal, Kansas;
Pampa; Amarillo; Abilene
(Wylie Christian Church);

Bumnet; Victoria; Corpus
Christi (Central Christian
Church); and Kingsville,
Texas.

The items are deliv-
ered to Southwest Good
Samaritan Ministries in
Los Fresnos. The Rev.

Filiberto Pereira is one of
the contact persons that the
US embassy uses to help
refugees seeking politi-
cal asylum from Central
America, South America,
Cuba and Mexico. He
helps the refugees get the
proper documentation and
assists them through court
proceedings.

These people literally
arrive with only the clothes
on their backs.

Rev. Pereira understands
the plight of these people.
He, himself, was a politi-
cal refugee from Cuba. He
was imprisoned by Fidel
Castro and suffered intol-
erable conditions before

making his way to the
United States with his fam-
ily.

The SWGSM helps peo-
ple with clothing, food,
and a place to live during
their plight to find a new
life. The ministry has also
built “casitas” in nearby
Bayview. This is where
much of the larger donated
items are delivered.

Each of the churches
involved with the Ride for
the Refugee put together
school kits and health kits.
These not only benefit
the refugees, but, also, an
orphanage and a medical
clinic across the border in
Matamoros, Mexico that is
sponsored by SWGSM.

These people are “the
poorest of the poor” as
Rev. Pereira often states.
They try to find survival
in a disease infested dump
and sewage filled water
canals. The “Cuidad de

Derechos Humanas” (the
Colony of Human Rights)
is the lofty name for such
a God-forsaken place.
Along with sewage in the
canal, there is trash and
rotting animal carcass-
es. Every living thing (if
you can call it living) is
extremely skinny - horses,
donkeys, dogs, children.

The First Christian
Churches of Pampa and
Amarillo want to thank all
those who have ionated to
this year’s “ride”: T-Shirts
and More; Pampa Office
Supply; Dr. William S.

Buck, DDS; and those
individuals who made this
year’s trip monetarily pos-
sible.

Robbie Pepper, chair-
person, of this year’'s
endeavor commented, “We
Americans should never
take for granted what we
have. For, but by the grace
of God, go I.”

Karen Price

Child

program

5 7Y e

cont. from page 1

Becoming a board member would require a minimal
time commitment, likely a couple hours a month, but the
impact on the lives of children can be immense.

“Our boards play a critical role in the work we do. We
rely on them to be our eyes and ears on the local level,”
Vandiver said. “I think this is a great opportunity for a few
folks to really make a difference in the lives of children

who need our help.”

United Way

Presbyterian Church,

Rigoulot said he is excit-
ed about kicking off the
campaign.

“It’s a great opportuni-
ty for us to support the
community by working
together and raise funds
and awareness of the 19
agencies,” Rigoulot said.

The Presbyterian pas-
tor had people from three
of the agencies tell sto-
ries about a person who is
involved in their agency.
Janet Watts from CASA
was the first one to speak
and told a story about one
of the females that strug-
gled with drugs but gradu-
ated from high school.

“This child had a very
close connection with her
CASA worker,” Watts
said. “That’s because of
the United Way support we
receive. If we don’t the
United Way support that
we get, that means we have
to spend more time raising
money.”

Gene Autry from Pampa
Meals and Wheels spoke
next. Autry told a story
about her sister-in-law get-
ting started with Meals on
Wheels.

cont. from page 1

“When she started that it
became so special to her.
Not because of the meals
but the volunteers,” Autry
said. “The thing that thrills
my heart is these volun-
teers want to keep up with
her.”

Autry said Meals on
Wheels doesn’t turn any-
one way and some people
can’t pay the full price of
preparing a meal.

“We have a lot of peo-
ple who pay nothing for
their meals,” Autry said.
“We have several that pay
a quarter. We have very
few that pay for what it
costs to prepare a meal.
Which is four dollars. We
also have a program of an
adopted friend and we have
the United Way.”

Dee Dee Laramore, exeo-
utive director of the Tralee
Crisis Center told a story
about a woman who was
beaten by her boyfriend
and came to the center for
help.

On Thursday the
Commerical Division card
pick up will occur in the
Nona Payne Room.

ROTARY
1ST ANNUAL
STREET BALL
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Viewpoints

Today is Wednesday, September 23, the 266th day
of 2009. There are 99 days left in the year.

Highlights in history on this date:

1518 - During the reign of Great Britain’s King
Henry VIII, the Royal College of Physicians is
established to protect citizens from medical charla-
tans and quacks.

1642 - Harvard College in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, holds its first commencement.

1817 - Spain signs treaty with Britain to end slave
trade.

1846 - The planet Neptune is discovered by
German astronomer Johann Gottfried Galle.

1942 - The Russians launch a counterattack against
the Germans in Stalingrad after being reinforced by
troops that had crossed the Volga. More than 2,000
Germans are killed.

1951 - United Nations forces capture “Heartbreak
Ridge” in Korea
from Communists.

1957 - Nine black
students who entered
Little Rock Central
High School in
Arkansas withdraw
because of a white
mob outside.

1967 - The Soviet
Union pledges to
. . send military and
— George Orwell (Eric economic assistance

Blair), British author to North Vietnam,
including aircraft,
ground-to-air mis-

“Each generation
imagines itself to
be more intelligent
than the one that
went before it, and
wiser than the one
that comes after it.”

siles and rocket equipment.

1972 - President Ferdinand Marcos declares mar-
tial law in the Philippines. It lasts for more than eight
years.

1973 - Juan Peron is elected for his third and last
presidential term in Argentina.

1978 - Egypt’s President Anwar Sadat returns
home to hero’s welcome after Camp David summit
that resulted in agreement on framework for peace
with Israel.

1980 - The U.N. Security Council calls on Iran
al993 - The South African parliament approves a
law giving blacks their first official say in the run-
ning of the country, authorizing the creation of a
transitional executive council before the first uni-
versal elections

1994 - The U.N. Security Council eases sanctions
on Yugoslavia for 100 days after Serbia promises to
support a peace plan for Bosnia and accept civilian
monitoring of the Serbian-Bosnian border.

2000 - Military troops use cannon to pound areas
of the Philippine island of Jolo where two groups of
Muslim rebels were seen fleeing with hostages.

2005 - Simon Wiesenthal, who spent decades tire-
lessly tracking down Nazis hiding throughout the
world, is laid to rest in Israel.

loday’s Birthdays:

Augustus Caesar, first Roman emperor (63 B.C.-
14 A.D.); John De Witt, Dutch statesman (1625-
1672); Raymond Chandler, U.S. writer (1888-1959);
Haile Selassie I, emperor of Ethiopia (1892-1975);
Mickey Rooney, U.S. actor-entertainer (1920--); Ray
Charles, U.S. singer-composer (1932-2004); Julio
Iglesias, Spanish singer (1943--); Bruce Springsteen,
U.S. rock singer (1949--); Ani DiFranco, U.S. singer
(1970--)

[oday in History

|
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Time grows short for climate deal

CHARLES J. HANLEY
AP SPECIAI
CORRESPONDENT

UNITED NATIONS
(AP) The man from
the middle of the Indian
Ocean, from one of the
tiniest of nations, told his
fellow presidents he knew
“you are not really listen-
ing.”

But a desperate
Mohammed Nasheed of
the Maldives, a scattering
of islands amid the rising
seas of global warming,
took to the podium none-
theless at Tuesday’s U.N.
climate summit to urge his
global neighbors, after “20
years of complacency,” to
“seize the historic opportu-
nity that sits at the end of
the road to Copenhagen.”

That opportunity in
Copenhagen, at a pivotal
negotiating conference this
December, is a chance to
forge a comprehensive
new accord to combat cli-
mate change. But increas-
ingly Nasheed’s road
seems likely to stretch
beyond the Danish capital,
and beyond 2009, as world
governments grapple with
this immensely complex
and volatile issue.

Some 100 heads of state
and government took part
in the one-day summit, the
largest ever to deal with
global warming.

They heard from
Nasheed and leaders of
other states threatened
with flooding, drought and
other expected impacts
of a warming world. “If
things go as usual, we will
not live. We will die,” the
Maldivian said of his low-
lying islands, a nation of
300,000 people.

Summit  participants
heard, too, from U.S.
President Barack Obama
and leaders of other indus-
trialized nations, who

spoke of their determina-
tion to take new steps to
halt climate change.

But with a mere 76
days to go before the
Copenhagen meeting, it
appeared an interim agree-
ment might be the most
that can be expected this
December, leaving diffi-
cult details for later talks.

Tuesday’s  gathering
was the latest effort in a
long, cumbersome process
dating back to the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro
in 1992, when national
leaders signed on to some-
thing unprecedented, a
treaty committing them to
work “to protect the cli-
mate system for present
and future generations.”

Scientists had produced
persuasive evidence that
the carbon dioxide, meth-
ane and other greenhouse
gases that industry, trans-
port and farming were
pouring into the atmo-
sphere were trapping heat
and raising global tem-
peratures, with potentially
damaging effects from a
changing climate.

Five years after Rio,
negotiators added the
Kyoto Protocol to the trea-
ty, with its first, modest
reductions in emissions by
industrialized countries.
The U.S. Senate repudiated
the pact, however, and the
process entered an eight-
year slowdown as the U.S.
administration of President
George W. Bush resisted
global pressure for deeper
concerted action.

The U.S. opponents
complained  emissions
reductions would crimp
the American economy,
and objected to Kyoto’s
excusing of China, India
and other poorer countries
from having to reduce their
energy use.

As the diplomacy decel-

“If things go
as usual, we

will not live.
We will die,”

Mohammed Nasheed
of the Maldives

erated, climate change
accelerated.
Average global tem-

peratures had risen 0.74
degrees C (1 degree F)
over the past century. The
pace of sea-level rise, from
heat expansion and melting
land ice, increased in the
late 20th century. And just
last week, scientists report-
ed that one of recorded
history’s greatest losses of
Arctic sea ice to summer
melt occurred this year.
Scientific forecasts are
growing ever more bleak.

While waiting for change
in Washington, diplomats
in 2007 set a two-year
timetable for replacing the
Kyoto pact, which expires
in 2012, aiming at a new
overall deal at the annu-
al UN. climate confer-
ence this December. The
election of Obama, who
pledged U.S. action, put
new life in the process. But
time was working against
that timetable.

The House of
Representatives in June did
pass the first U.S. legisla-
tion to cap carbon emis-
sions. The Senate, how-
ever, embroiled in the U.S.
health care debate, delayed
addressing the issue.
Without U.S. domestic
action, the rest of the world
isn’t likely to commit to
an overall, detailed post-
Kyoto accord.

Instead, it
increasingly

appeared
that

Copenhagen, at best, may

produce a framework
for further talks, while
pieces fall into place in
Washington and else-
where, and Kyoto’s formu-
las are perhaps extended.

Such a Copenhagen plan
might set an aggregate goal
for emissions reductions by
richer countries, with 2020
and 2050 targets, and envi-
sion “policy-based” com-
mitments by China and
other developing countries
— for example, not reduc-
ing emissions directly, but
reducing “carbon intensi-
ty,” or fossil-fuel use per
unit of economic growth.

Depending on how well
the world is rebounding
from the current economic
slump, richer nations might
also declare their readiness
to boost financial support
for developing countries
to switch to clean energy
technologies, and to adapt
to climate change’s impact
on their crops, their shore-
lines and their economic
lives.

At Tuesday’s summit and
earlier, China, India, Brazil
and other developing
nations indicated they’re
prepared to take such steps.
The Europeans and Japan’s
new government, mean-
while, say they’ll deepen
their emissions cuts. And
the Americans, 17 years
after Rio, may be prepared
to adopt their own reduc-
tions.

But December looks too
close, and the issues look
too complex, for it all to
mesh into a single sweep-
ing deal in Copenhagen.

Tuesday’s summit was
a “step in the right direc-
tion,” said Danish Prime
Minister Lars Loekke
Rasmussen, who will host
the world in December.
“And yet we are still far
from a solution.”
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Lisa Clifton models a fall

outfit from Carousel

Expressions to be shown at the Altrusa Style Show

on October 3, 10:30 a.m.

Room. (submitted photo)

Fort Bragg-
based soldier
from T'exas
dies in NC

FORT BRAGG, N.C.
(AP) A soldier from
Austin, Texas, who was

training for Special Forces
at a North Carolina Army
post has died while exercis-
ing at a gym in Fayetteville.

Army officials said
Wednesday that doctors
pronounced 28-year-old

Specialist Jay Sevier dead
at 4 p.m. on Saturday.

An Army spokesman said
the cause of death is still
under investigation but that
no foul play is suspected.

Sevier was assigned
to the 4th Battalion, 1st
Special Warfare Training
Group, Airborne, at Fort
Bragg.

He joined the Army in
2007.

at M.K. Brown Heritage

of high school graduates

DALLAS (AP)
Students throughout Texas
plan to rallies, presenta-
tions and petition drives in
support of a bill to allow
high school graduates to
either join the military or
g0 on to higher education
as a way to become legal
immigrants.

The events Wednesday
are part of the nationwide
Back-to-School DREAM
Act Day efforts.

The Development Relief

and Education for Alien

Register
and
vote!

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle:
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Minors tries to help those
brought to the U.S. as
children and educated
here. It was introduced in
the Senate and House in
March.

The bipartisan bill is for

DEAR ABBY
For 15 years I was a hap-
pily married homemaker
with a wonderful husband.
“Duncan” and | attended
church together, frolicked
through the fields, even
exterminated rodents
together. He was my best
friend. It was bliss.

Last year I found
out my father had had
an affair with Duncan’s
mother the year | was born,
which makes him my half-
brother! The news was too
much for my husband. He
had a fatal heart attack not
long after.

What should
[ put on his gravestone
-- “Loving Brother” or
“Loving Husband™?
-- GRIEVING IN
MASSACHUSETTS

D E A R
GRIEVING: Neither.
How about “He was
‘Everything’ to me”? That
should about cover it.

DEAR ABBY:
[’m in a relationship with
a man | met online who
lives out of state. He has
been to see me a dozen
times over the last three
years. We say we love
each other and want to
spend the rest of our lives
together. But over the last
18 months I have realized
we have NOTHING in
common -- and our views
on life, policy and politics

areé completely opposite.

students who graduate high
school, have a good moral
character, arrived in the
U.S. before turning 16 and
continuously lived in the
country for at least five
years

STYLE SHOW OCT. 3 Students to back legalization

Advocates estimate more
than one million undocu-
mented immigrant young
people can’t obtain a driv-
er’s license or work despite
their educational achieve-
ments.

Dear Abby...

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

For three years we
have talked every single
day, mostly about how
much we love each other.
It’s when we try to have a
real conversation we start
to disagree. He says we’re
entitled to our own opin-
ions, and I agree, but I can’t
help but wonder what kind
of future we could have
together when we cannot
discuss anything but how
we feel about each other
-- SECOND THOUGHTS
IN ANAHEIM

DEAR SECOND
THOUGHTS: It’s a shame
you two can’t spend some
extended time together
because the answer to your
question would become
evident. From where |
sit, I think there would be
conflict on a daily basis
regardless of how much
you “love” each other. I
put the word love in quotes
because love is something

that grows from mutual
respect, and I’'m not sure
how long you would

remain mutually respect-
ful in light of the fact your
worldviewsafe completely
different.

DEAR ABBY:
My father died two years

ago and asked that |
administer my mother’s
finances. She has now

burned through two-thirds
of the savings he left her,
and she refuses to accept
any advice I have tried to
give her about her spend-

ing.

[ have told my
mother repeatedly that I do
not have the resources to
take care of her when she
runs out of money. I know
she assumes that [ will
because she is my mother.

How do 1 deal
with a parent who is nar-
cissistic and out of touch
with reality? I have told
her I’ll gladly hand over
her finances to my brother,
but she doesn’t want him
to get involved. 1 have
asked him for advice, but
he won’t respond.

Do I just let her
go through everything
and struggle in the end, or
stick to my guns? After all,
it’s her money and I can’t
refuse to make it available
to her. Please advise. --
MOTHER’S KEEPER IN
SAN DIEGO

D E A R
MOTHER’S KEEPER: 1
suspect your brother is act-
ing the way he is because
he’s miffed at not being
asked to handle the financ-
es to begin with, or he
simply wants to stay out
of it. But you cannot allow
your mother to continue
spending her inheritance
at the rate she is. Consult
the attorney who drafted
your father’s will and ask
if there’s a way to not
only put the brakes on her,
but also take some of the
responsibility off your
shoulders.
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City of Pampa Public
Works Director Donny
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Tuesday aflernoon  that
one of the most consis
tent problems i the city's
alleyways. PEDC board