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AFTERNOONRUSH Time to stop the disability bashing

2 killed in car wash shootout

San Antonio police say two
was mnjured in a shootout at
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Can we pledse stop bash-
ing people getting Social
Security disability benefits?
After | offered my fact sheet
that cleared up myths and
misunderstanding associat-
ed with the financial opera-
tions of the Social Security
program,
some proposals for reform-
ing the system to prepare
for the onslaught of baby
boomer reurees, I can't tell
many e-mails |
got from readers that went
something hike this: “1"11 tell
vou how we can fix Social

and provided

vou how

Security,. We can greatly
eliminate
benefits paid 1o people get
ting disability. We all know
that it we cut their govem-
ment checks, most of these
deadbeats would £0 oul and
get a job the next day!™
I'hat is total poppycock
number of differemt
And I'll use today’s
column 1o explain why
First, I'm always puzzled

reduce or even

on a

levels

why so many people simply
issume that most folks get
ting disability benefits are
pulling a fast one over on
the rest of us. | suppose
they think that these men
ind women have figured
out slick wavs to scam the
something
What's

former

svstem 1o get
they aren’t due
with that? Some
colleagues have speculated
that there’ 1s an undercur

rent of jealousy involved
I find that hard to believe
\\h‘. ~\«m|&1

of someone who has cancep

vou be jealous

or kidney disease or mental
iliness”

However I've got to
admit that on a lesser level,
['ve felk this myself. There
have been times when ['ve
pulled into a crowded gro-
cery store parking lot and
had trouble finding a space
Then | saw someone  get-
ting out of a car parked in
the “handicapped™ section
right next to the front door
And | muttéred under my
breath: “That person sure
doesn’t look disabled to
me!” Thankfully, I quickly
rise above such petty - think-
ing and realize I'm wrong
[ wouldn’t
places with any one of those
tfolks parked in the handi-

L.IH‘\'(I spaces

want to trade

But . getting a handi-
capped stcker for your

car 1s one thing. Getting

Social Security disability
benefits is an entirely dif-
ferent matter. Please dear

readers believe me AS

will hear a report from
Assistant City Manager
Shane Stokes on- the
Pampa Outdoor Aquatic
Center and consider set-
ting a general admission
fee for the water park

ey will also consider
selling 16 tax-delinquent
properties in town

Pampa Engineer-in
[raining Jildardo Anras
will also be I\'\Ugnl/cd as
a Nationally Accredited
(‘ ertified }?v"\\““\.hf
Manager

he city
will meet beginning at 4
p.m., Tuesday, in the com-
mission chambers on the
third floor of Pampa City
Hall, 201 W. Kingsmill

commission

ont. from page

‘Oh. veah, we're ready Robinson
said A lot of people in Pampa are
victims right now, and we just
them our support. | think

1 really active vear, and

cancer
want 1o give
it’s going to be
we ' 've already got a ot going

Robinson said that this vear's theme,
“Under Construction.” will be evident
from the start at the kickofl party

‘We'll from A&
[landscaping as a prize, and
the girls will be wearing hard hats,”
said. “We'll have some |\|.|\—

tic tools and the danger tape ind all that

have a It(ree

door
R .’\ll:\ "
It'll be a lot of Tun

Skellvtown's Debbie
is. currently i cancer

\\’h'
will

Brame,
remission

be the kickoff party’s guest speaker
Brame is the Relay for Life's 2011 Hero
of Hope

“She’s going to be great,” Robinson
said. “It's going to be great. When
you go to kick off a Relay year like in
Lubbock or Dallas or someplace like
that, it excites you to no end because
of all the stories you hear. It's good to
hear someone speak. It brings it closer
to home.”

The 2011 Relay for Life is slated for
Friday, June 24 at Recreation Park
For more information about the Kick-
off, contact Robinson at 806-663-2856,
Melissa Denton at 806-662-7828 or
Pam Dalgan at 806-664-3013

someone who worked witl
the disability program for

many vears, | know vou

have to be really severehy
disabled to .{ll.lllh tor ben
efits. Of I'm not
naive enough to think that
out of the milhions of Social

COLUrsg

Security  disability beneh
clanes, there aren’t a few
bad apples in that big barrel
that are getting benefits they
don't deserve. But | assure
you therr numbers are few
and far between

The Social Secunty dis

ability

program IS umser
sally - recognized as one
of the most  ditficult pro
grams to gualhity tor. Yo
simply don’t get benefits i

vou have a bad back or a
bum knee. You must have
1 SEVETre pavsical or menta
impairment that expected
to keep vou out of work for

'

it least mont! Y

condition that 1s termunal
Manyv of vou wrote
complain tbout Irug
wddicts and alcoholic gl
tng benetits. Let me clear
up that myth. You DO NO'|

get Social Secunity  disaty

ity benefit SUL Iy because
vou are an addict or alco
hohc. But vou might get
benefits it vou have prol

lems assocrated with those
addictions For
vou could gquahy
ibihity 1f vou have sever
hiver disease 1 cond
tion that might have beer
brought on by excess
drinking. But that’s no dif
terent than someone getting
benefits because he or she
has lung cancer brought or
by heavy smoking

Having
truly difficult it 1s to quahfy
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Be A Part of Our

“Community of Faith”
. | Wc invite all area
: | | churches to contact

us with information on

their church activities

tor our "Community of
Faith™ section 1n
I'he Pampa News'’
L annual Pride
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Please contact

Randy Pribble at
669-2525 or rpribble @
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“You forgot to write a note about
why | was absent!”

By Bil Keane
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The Pampa News is now on facebook!
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1 Dozen Roses $9 99

“Serving Satisfied

Autobody & Accessories , | Service:
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Ants. Et
Steve Taylor
Y E. Kinsgmill
( all: 306-669-9992
Licensed - Insured
Lic # TXPLLI7S
Established 1964

Financial Advisor

Pampa, TX 79065
B806-665-3359

To place an ad in The Pampa New:

IDEAL RETIREMENT
IS YOUR JOB. HELPING
YOU GET THERE IS OURS.

To see why it makes sense 10 get
call 1oday

ready for retirement now

Ben Watson, AAMS*

408 W Kingsmill Suite 197A

www edwardiones com Fadw W”Oﬂ@S
Member SIPC

FENCE/STAIN
Wood Defender
Decks - Arbors - \cdlng
Playground Equipment
Various Colors
LLook Like New Again!
FREE
ESTIMATES
kD O-GE2-5552

at 806-669-2525!

Business Here!

Call The |
Pampa News at
806-669-2525to |
place your ad in ;
“The Shopper's

Square” today!
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n the time he IVE TN
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L\ A 11 " M
1 Ou ! ¢ ng with Ericson followed with
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rt t Joe Murray
Senior Forward Garrett Ericson rises above Burkburnett’s Bryce Holling-
sworth and Jerod Graham to shoot a jumper. Saturday was Ericson’s final
game. Seniors Jonathan Polasek, Zach Murray, Brandon Chairez, Joseph
Mechelay and Greg Cabrales also played their final game

Baseball loses five at Burkburnett seior o cage eturns vt o e regora orament sai’e™™

Wichita Falls. Gage won all eight matches a { it finished fiftt

['he Harvesters (3<6) closed the tourna

ment with a 6-5 loss 10 Burkbumett and ANDREW GLOVER &)
a 20-1 loss against Abilene Wylie. Green

ANDREW GLOVER
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l'he Pampa Harvesters dropped five  (0-2) took the loss against Burkburnett

in the Burkbumett tournament Thursday md Killgo (1-2) was the losing pitcher I'he Pampa Han
J ' -1 and
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Baseball Harvesters

Ericson agreed and added it was a special team

ner Garrett You can’t ask for any more Miller said
I Miller an Everything fell into place perfectly for us as a
' ¢ stat | team and the bracket We are gomng o RO back to
Henge. | work and get back here and not stop here.”
{
I \
J

to be apart of

Snelgrooes | lo get Pampa basketball back where it belongs
1s huge ftor thas semor ¢lass.” Ericson said

I want to come back in two vears and three years

and see them here. | think we got 1t back where it

belongs and got people excited about Pampa bas-

light out
coach at
s Tech ha

ONE DAY ONLY - THIS WEDNESDAY

ketball.”

Collins said they have a good group coming back
next season

“We have a great chance of coming back here,”
Collins said

Pollard said the bar has been set for next season

“"We are going to be back next year and we are
going to win it,” Pollard said

“I'm a sophomore and we're just barely getuing

started. Next year we are gomng to come out on

top.”

Come meet Ben Jackson. He is an expert in
ki helping people with nerve type hearing loss

hear better. Call today!

Hear. Communicate. Embrace a Full Life Experience

ANY SIZE
- ANY STYLE

hearing
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of your hearing

aren’t ready for

* 100% Digital
* Multi Channel
e Clear, accurate

sound quality

Audiology & Hearing Aid Center

Introducing an invisible'
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It's comfortable and easily
removable, so you'te in control

waifing for a more affordable
alternative to custom hearing aids,
it's time to discover AMP,

the hearing aid for people who

Livingston

aid you can afford.

You’'ve never

Jnynew ANIF fits | seen anything

i YOUE ear’- like it. AMP is

et designed to fit
snugly inside
your ear canal,
where no one
can see it.
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a hearing aid.
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