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W Burglaries, identity
theft see biggest increases

MoLLIE BRYANT
mbryant@thepampanews.com

Crime rose slightly in Pampa during 2011 from the
previous year, with the most striking increases in bur-
glaries, assaults and identity theft.

During 2011, there were an estimated 161 resi-
dential and business burglaries, compared with 136
in 2010. Crime Prevention Officer Stormy McCullar
said that these crimes are sometimes an act of oppor-
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tunity, particularly if people leave
their homes unlocked while they are
away. Burglaries have been scat-
tered around town this year, mean-
ing any home or business could be
vulnerable to this crime, especially
without keeping property secure.
Using a porch light, motion detector
lights, alarm systems and having a
dog are all good precautions to take.
Avoid leaving windows and blinds
open, which can draw burglars to your home.

“You want to deter a predator from even looking at
your property, and how you do that is through your
lighting and things like that,” said McCullar. *“You don’t
want to give them a good place to hide. When officers

ﬁ £ There are probably many factors.

could be job loss. Some people have

stressors in their lives more than others.
— Stormy McCullar

Pampa PD Crime Prevention Officer on the causes of the
increase in assaults in Pampa over the past year

are patrolling the streets, if you have a tree that’s huge
and it’s never been trimmed, it’s a good hiding place for
a suspect, so you want to make sure you trim your trees
and shrubbery. Don’t have things on your porch where
(suspects) can hide.”

Assaults, including simple, aggravated and sexual
CRIMES cont. on page 12

Top O’ Texas
i | Stock Show
tomorrow

ARNIE AURELLANO
editor@thepampanews.com

The Top O’ Texas Livestock
Association is set to start the new
year running, welcoming competitors
from all over the Texas Panhandle
into Pampa for the 2012 Top O’
Texas Livestock Show tomorrow.

Competition starts in the morning
3 with the barrow show at 8 a.m. at the
: Clyde Carruth Pavilion at the rodeo
grounds, and will continue through
Sunday with the lambs, goats and
steers categories

T'he show, like the upcoming Gray
County Livestock Show later this
month, is for school-aged entrants,
: but is open to a larger pool of contes-
!' " tants and serves as a fundraiser for the
Top O’ Texas Livestock Association,
said association representative Charla
Shults

“This one is a jackpot show, and
anyone in the top 26 counties in the
Texas Panhandle can participate in
this jackpot show as long as they’re
a FFA or 4-H member,” Shults said.
“(The Gray County Livestock Show)
is specifically for Gray County kids.

“The money that we make in the
SHOW cont. on page 12
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BACK TO SCHOOL

staff photo by Mollie Bryant

Johnny Salazar (from left), Brant Hill and Lane'McKinney play with blocks in Patience Ball's kindergarten class
at Austin Elementary on Thursday moming. Classrooms around Pampa filled back up this week as Pampa
Independent School District classes resumed on Wednesday.

.| Over 5,000 families helped by Good Samaritan’s last year

Pt e

® Rising food prices, though, affected
| organization’s operations in 2011

“Every drive helps, and there are 22

B -

MoLUE BRYANT
mbryant@thepampanews.com
Volunteer Executive Director of the

During 2011, Good Samaritan Christian  organization. “Some of them are really

: Services has dealt with growing food good about bringing food.”

X prices and a holiday break-in, but the Good Samaritan’s also typically gets
organization has managed to help over food from High Plains Food Bank, which
5,522 families for the year, had some setbacks last year.

The organization received food from "Thoylootmofedenlﬁmdm;.whu!

several food drives, i the Postal th
food drive.

M & H Leasing
TOP OF TEXAS

churches that help,” said Joy Bivens, have.

this time, and, they say they're really
good oranges. We get a lot of stuff that’s
essentially outdated, like sacks of lettuce,
but before you can give it away, it (goes
M) "

“The Mbﬂwm really hard at it,
and Qph (3 uul job with what they

-

When ﬂle M Plains Food Bank
doesn’t have food available, we have to
buy it locally,” she added. “We can only
buy it when it goes on sale.”

ices has affected what
can provide to its

HouseHunters Realtor

gone up a bunch, and the food bank isn’t
able to get rice any more or cereal. They
did get peanut butter back.”

Higher prices have affected the organi
zation's tradition of giving away turkeys
and ham during the holidays, but it didn’t
stop them.

“Last year, they had a sale on turkeys,
and they were 37 cents a pound,” said
Bivens. “This year, most of them were
99 cents a pound. That's a big differ
ence. Last year, we could get the boxes
of mashed potatoes and stuffing really
cheap, because I bought it by the cases.
That stuffing, some of it's $1.79 a box.

And the food bank (gave us 30) turkeys

this year.”
SAMARITAN cont. on page 12
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as high as 30 mph.

Tonight:
Partly cloudy, with a low around 27. North
northwest wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Saturday:
Mostly sunny, with a high near 48. North wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

in a prison riot killed 31 in a
e s
vestigating i

was also responsible.

No prison officials had been
dismissed so far over the fight
in which one cell block invaded
another Wednesday afternoon,
causing a brawl prison-
ers armed with makeshift knives,
clubs and stones, said Morelos
Canseco, interior secretary of
Tamaulipas state.

The fight at a penitentiary in the
Gulf coast city of Aitamira also
injured 13 people.

Canseco told reporters Thurs-

| day the bloodshed had nothing to

do with prison overcrowding. He
said the facility, with a capacity

| of 1,626 prisoners, housed 1,058

Saturday Night:
Partly cloudy, with a low around 26. East south-
east wind between 5 and 10 mph

Sunday:

Partly sunny, with a high near 47. East wind 5

to 15 mph becoming north

inmates at the time of the brawl.
He said state police moved in to
control the riot.
The area near the border with
the state of Veracruz has seen a

| spike in drug violence in the last

two months from warring cartels.
The Gulf Cartel, based in Tam-

ty-three bodies were found along
the border between the two states
in the following days.

Deadly fights also happen pe-
riodically in Mexican prisons as
gangs and drug cartels stage jail
breaks. and battle for control of
penitentiaries, often with the in-
volvement of officials.

Another bloody fight in a prison
in the Tamaulipas border city of
Matamoros in October killed 20
inmates and injured 12.

In July, a riot at a prison in the
border city of Juarez killed 17
inmates. Mexican authorities de-
tained the director and four guards
over that fight, where a surveil-
lance video showed two inmates

In one of the w::t cases of cort
ruption, guards officials at a
prison in Gomez Palacio, in the
northern Mexican state of Du-
rango, allegedly let inmates owt
in 2010, lent them guns and semt
them off in official vehicles tb
carry out drug-related killings, in-
cluding the massacre of 17 peoplé.

A riot at the same facility in
2009 killed 19 people. Twenty-
three people were killed in a sepa-
rate prison riot in Durango city ih
2010. ' B

Some 29 inmates were killed
in two incidents on the same day
in 2010 in Mazatlan in westerh
Sinaloa state, home of the poweft
ful cartel of the same name.

Another Tamaulipas prison riot
killed 21 in Reynosa in 2008,
while two prison riots in Tiju
that year killed a total of 23.

Canseco said Tamaulipas has
been trying to professionaliZe
its prison employees in an effort
that predates Wednesday’s deadly
clash. !

Sunday Night:
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 27. North
northwest wind around 10 mph
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Obituaries

Iva Lee Overstreet Thomas, 106

Iva Lee Overstreet
F'homas, 106, passed
away in her home on Jan-
uary 4, 2012, in Pampa.

Services will be at
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan-
vary 7, 2012, at Carmi-
chael-Whatley Colonial
Chapel, with Rev. Nick
Matthews, associate pas-
tor of First United Meth-
odist Church, officiating

Burial will be at Fair-
view Cemetery under the
direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors

Iva l.ee was born November 11, 1905, in Indian
lerritory. She was the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J. B.
Overstreet, a pioneer family who moved to White
Deer from Oklahoma in a covered wagon when Iva
Lee was four years old. She married Dwight Upham
in May of 1933, in Sayre, Okla. He preceded her
in death in 1958. She was a beautician for several
years, retiring in 1970. In 1978, Iva Lee married
Ralph Thomas, who preceded her in death in 1990.
She helped serve the Pampa Lions Club luncheons
as long as Ralph was an active member. She was a
member of First United Methodist Church where she
served as secretary of the Friendship Sunday School
Class for seventeen years, and was a member of the
Crusader’'s Sunday School Class since 2001. Iva
Lee attended church faithfully—having not missed
a single Sunday during 2011, until August. She
turned 106 on November 11, 2011, and celebrated
with friends and family over her favorite indulgence,
chocolate ice cream

Survivors include several great nieces and neph-
CWS

Memorials may be made to First United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 1981, Pampa, TX 79066-1981.

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-what-
ley.com

Fortherecord

Thomas

Johnnie Mae (Black) Bonner, 77 .

BALKO, Okla.—John-
nie Mae (Black) Bonner,
77, died January 1, 2012,
in Grapevine.

Services will be at 2
p.m. Saturday, January
7, 2012, at Carmichael-
Whatley Colonial Cha-
pel in Pampa ;

Burial will be at Fair-
view Cemetery in Pam-
pa, under the direction
of Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors of
Pampa. -

Mrs. Bonner was born April 1, 1934, in Countyl-
ine, Okla. to John F. and Cleda Mae Black. She was
reared in Pampa and was a member of Pampa High
School class of 1952. She married Frank N. Bon-
ner, Jr., in 1951. He preceded her in death in 1995
Johnnie lived in Fort Worth until 1960 when the
family moved to California. They returned in 1981
and settled in Bryans Corner, Okla, where she lived
the remdinder of her fife. She was a devodt Chris
tian and was very active in all activities of the Balko
School District, especially basketball and 4-H. She
was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, Char-
lie (Black) Holiman; and a grandson, Jackie Bonnet,
11

Survivors include two sons, Dr. Jackie Bonner, I
and wife Laura of Grapevine and John Bonner of
Booker; two granddaughters, Jennifer Bonner of Ar-
dmore, Okla. and Tiffany (Bonner) Fox and husbantl
Andy of Broken Arrow, Okla.; nephew, Steven Holi-
man of Pico Rivera, Calif.; niece, Terry (Holiman)
Locke and husband Jeff of Ramona, Calif.; aunt,
Bette Norton of Hurst; numerous cousins and close
friends who she truly cherished

Sign the online register at www.carmichael-what-

ley.com \
'»

Bonner

Wednesday, January

cont. from Thursday
Sheriff’s Office

I'he Gray County Sher-
iff’s Office reported the
following arrests for the L
24 hour period ending
Wednesday, January 4 at
7 a.m.

Tuesday, January 3

Joshua Rivas, 20, was
arrested by police for as-
sault causing bodily in-
jury.

Dee Anna Music, 39,
was arrested by police
for assault causing bodi-
ly injury.

Aaron Fought, 30, was
arrested by deputies for
capias pro fines times 12.

Christopher Perez, 40,
was arrested by deputies
for capias pro fines.

Caleb Hart, 22, was ar-
rested by deputies for an
animal at large

Police Department

T'he Pampa Police De-
partment reported the
following incidents for
the 24 hour period end-
ing Thursday, January §
at 7 a.m.

Pampa PD reported 18
traffic related incidents.

Pampa EMS and the
Pampa Fire Department
responded to 10 medical
calls.

Animal Control agents
reported four animal re-
lated incidents.

Wednesday,
4

A theft was reported.

Criminal trespassing
was reported.

A stolen vehicle was
:;Poned at the 300 block

North West.

A theft was reported at
the 900 block of North

January

was re-

ported A

A suspicious person
was reported at 17th and
Dogwood.

Fraud was reported at
the 2200 block of North
Chestnut and the 300
block of East Brown.

A burglary occurred at
the 700 block of North
Nelson.

A suspicious person
was reported at the 1200
block of East Francis.

Harassment was re-
ported.

Suspicious persons
were reported at the 900
block of South Wells and
the intersection of Jordan
and Hazel.

A domestic disturbance
occurred at the 1200
block of East Francis.

A suspicious person
was reported at the 900 4
block of East Browning.

A threat was reported.

Suspicious persons
were reported at the in-
tersection of 23rd and
Dogwood and the in-
tersection of Foster and
Russell. charges of possession

Disorderly conduct oc- & controlled substancd,
curred at the 600 block of Ppublic intoxication a
North Somerville. failure to appear in courf.

suspicious vehicte
was reported at Somer-
ville and Hobart E
Disorderly conduct oc¢-
curred at the 300 block of
North Davis. .
Thursday, January §
A domestic disturbance
occurred at the 1200
block of North Duncan,
Suspicious persofis
were reported at the
1300 block of North (‘()"-
fee and the 600 block of
North Dwight.

Sheriff’s Office
The Gray County Sher-
iff's Office reported the
following arrests for the
24 hour period ending
Thursday, January 5 at'7

a.m. 1
Wednesday, January

Michael Ray Waldrip,
21, was arrested by depu-
ties for theft of property
over $50 and under $500.

Thursday, January 5§

Justin Dale Smith, 2
was arrested by police

2222002040058

» YT
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in
Highway 73 just west of Port Arthur.

. “Thank God it was before the school buses started run-
ning,” Carroll said.

He said early morning fog combined with smoke from
recent wildfires may have contributed to the crashes.

“Those two mixed to make zero visibility,” Carroll said
by phone as he surveyed the scene. Authorities closed a
stretch of the highway about 80 miles east of Houston
following the pileup.

Up to 40 people were treated for injuries including bro-
ken bones, abrasions and trauma, and one man suffered a
heart attack, Carroll said.

Hazardous materials crews were helping with cleanup
at the scene, Carroll said.

Counselors help after shooting

BROWNSVILLE (AP) — Counselors have been made
available to students and staff of a South Texas school
where police fatally shot an armed eighth-grade boy.

Cummings Middle School in Brownsville is closed
to students until Friday as police continue investigating
events surrounding the death of 15-year-old Jaime (HY’-
may) Gonzalez.

District spokeswoman Drue Brown says about 200 stu-
dents and staff showed up Thursday morning for classes
at a nearby recently completed, but unoccupied, elemen-
tary school. Brown says more than a dozen counselors
were available and that the mood was “subdued.”

Brownsville police shot and killed Gonzalez on
Wednesday morning after they say he refused to lower
what turned out to be a pellet gun that closely resembled
@4 handgun. Cummings, with about 750 students, was
locked down for nearly two hours.

- [Editor’s Note: More on the Brownsville shooting on

?age 12.]
Ecstasy ring leader sentenced

- HOUSTON (AP) — Prosecutors say a Houston man
who led a ring that supplied more than 300,000 Ecstasy
pills to undercover agents has been sentenced to 16 years
in prison.

A federal judge in Houston on Wednesday sentenced
52-year-old Long Vo.

Vo last May pleaded guilty to conspiracy to possess
and distribute Ecstasy in a case going back to 2008. He
was indicted in 2010.

Prosecutors say Vo's drug smuggling operations had
ties to Vietnam and Canada. Further details on the inter-
national investigation were not immediately available.

Assault trials to begin in March

LIBERTY (AP) — The first trials for more than a
dozen men accused in a series of sexual assaults on an
11-year-old Southeast Texas girl may happen in March.

Eleven of the men appeared Thursday in state court in
Liberty for status updates in a case that has divided and
horrified the town of Cleveland. Their cases were reset
for Feb. 6, but prosecutor Joe Warren says the first trials
could be in March.

The men, along with six juvenile boys, face assault
and abuse charges over the alleged 2010 incidents that
happened over a period of months in Cleveland, about
45 miles northeast of Houston.

Four of the juveniles and one of the adult men have
previously pleaded guilty in the case.

Psychiatrist protests firing

AUSTIN (AP) - A former Austin State Hospital psychi-
atrist under investigation over sexual abuse allegations
has protested his 2011 firing.

The Austin American-Statesman reported Wednesday
that Dr. Charles Fischer has filed an official grievance
over his Nov. 14 dismissal.

Fischer has also notified the Texas Medical Board that
he intends to fight for the return of his medical license.
The agency on Nov. 22 suspended Fischer’s physician
privileges, citing nine instances, going back to the 1990s,
in which the psychiatrist allegedly had abused young
patients.

Fischer has not been charged with a crime and he’s
denies the allegations.

Fischer lawyer Antonio Cobos told the newspaper
that credibility questions have been raised about some
alleged victims.

A spokeswoman says the Texas Department of State
Health Services stands by its decision to fire Fischer.

Oil trader sentenced to 7 years

HOUSTON (AP) - An ex-LyondellBasell Industries
manager in Texas has been sentenced to seven years in
prison and ordered to repay $82 million over a kickbacks
scheme.

A federal judge in Houston on Wednesday sentenced
Jonathan Paul Bames of Bellaire. Prosecutors say
Bames did marine chartering for Netherlands-based
LyondellBasell, which cooperated in the investigation of
overcharges for the cost of shipping oil.

Bamnes last March pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
commit wire fraud, making a false statement in a pass-
port application, bulk cash smuggling and conspiracy to

_engage in international money laundering.

now seems the likeliest —
fearful that persistent splits
will help Mitt Romney
win the Republican nomi-
nation.

“While no politi-
cal candidate, or human
being for that matter, is
perfect, Rick Santorum’s
baggage contains his
clothes,” CatholicVote.
org president Brian
Burch said Thursday,
after Santorum’s virtual
tie with Romney in lowa
won the support of the
600,000-member online
organization.

“Republicans hoping to
win back the White House
in November must unite
behind the candidate most
dedicated to the founda-
tional issues of faith, fam-
ily and freedom.”

Romney narrowly won
the lowa caucuses when
conservative voters split
their support among sev-
eral challengers, and the
worry is that the same
thing will happen in South

Carolins, _Florids and

beyond if Rick Santorum,
Newt Gingrich and Rick
Perry all stay in the race.

“Conservatives are still
divided among a number
of different candidates, but
the field is winnowing,”
said former Republican
presidential  candidate
Gary Bauer. And, he said:
“I certainly think that
Senator Santorum is in a
good position to inherit a
lot of that support.”

In the afterglow of
Santorum’s unexpectedly
narrow loss to Romney in
Iowa, leaders on the right
who have been scarcely
engaged in the rollicking
Republican contest began
buzzing about the pros-
pect of endorsing the for-
mer Pennsylvania senator
with the solid conservative
credentials — or some-
one else such as Gingrich
who has deep conservative
roots.

To discuss how to pro-
ceed, some of those lead-
ers have set up meetings
from Washington to Texas
before the Jan. 21 South
Carolina primary. That
vote could prove pivotal,
given that the Republicans

“There is move-
ment, even members of
Congress who are weigh-
ing this now who are look-
ing to make a move,” said
Family Research Council
President Tony Perkins,
who said he's spoken with
more than eight leaders
with conservative con-
stituencies, including law-
makers. He declined to
name them but added: “I
do think you’'ll see grow-
ing momentum toward
Rick Santorum.”

Indeed, interviews with
a number of leaders, many
of whom spoke on the
condition of anonymity to
be candid, indicated that
Santorum was emerging as
the preferred alternative to
Romney, though a few still
are watching Gingrich.
Not one mentioned Perry,
who announced he would
reassess his campaign in
light of a fifth-place show-
ing in lowa only to say a
day later he would press
on in South Carolina.

Michele Bachmann, the
Minnesota congresswom-

Romney plan would raise tax on poor

WASHINGTON (AP) -
Republican Mitt Romney’s
tax plan would increase
taxes on low-income fami-
lies while cutting taxes for
the middle-class and the
rich, according to an inde-
pendent study released
Thursday.

On average, households
making less than $20,000
would see their taxes
increase by more than 60
percent, said the Tax Policy
Center, a Washington
research group that studied
the Romney plan.

Households making
between $50,000 and
$75,000 would get small
tax cuts, averaging 2.2 per-
cent, or about $250, the
study said. People mak-
ing more than $1 million
would get tax cuts averag-
ing 15 percent, or about
$146,000.

“Virtually everybody
with a big income is getting
a tax cut,” said Roberton
Williams, a senior fellow at
the Tax Policy Center.

Overall, Romney’s plan
would reduce tax revenues
by $180 billion in 2015,
adding to the federal bud-
get deficit, the study said.
Romney’s campaign dis-
putes the estimate, saying
tax cuts in the plan would
help improve the economy,
leading to more revenue.

Fresh off a slim victo-
ry in the Iowa caucuses,
Romney is the front-runner
for the GOP nomination
for president. His tax plan
is less sweeping than those
proposed by some of his
rivals. He says he will push
for “a fundamental rede-
sign of our system.” But
initially, his plan maintains
the current tax rates while
cutting corporate taxes and
reducing taxes on invest-
ments.

Romney’s plan would
cut the top corporate tax
rate form 35 percent to 25
percent, eliminate invest-
ment taxes for the middle
class and make permanent
a massive package of tax
cuts first enacted under
President George W. Bush.

Romney would also
repeal tax increases on the
wealthy that were enacted
as part of President Barack
Obama’s health care pack-
age. His plan, however,
would allow some tax cuts

enacted under Obama to
expire.

The Obama tax cuts, first
enacted as part of the mas-
sive economic stimulus
package passed in 2009,
targeted low-income fami-
lies with children, includ-
ing many people who don’t
make enough money to pay
any federal income taxes.
They included an expand-
ed tax credit for college
students, a more generous
Earmed Income Tax Credit
for families with three or
more children, and a more
generous child tax credit
for low-income families.

Like the Bush tax cuts,
the Obama tax cuts are
scheduled to expire at the
end of the year. Romney’s
campaign says letting the
Obama tax cuts expire
doesn’t amount to a tax
increase.

“Mitt Romney has not
proposed raising taxes. In
fact, he laid out a blueprint
for governing that includes
dramatic spending cuts to
reduce the deficit and pro-
growth tax policies that
permanently extend the
Bush tax cuts, dramatically
cut the corporate tax rate to
create jobs, and deliver real
tax relief to middle-income
taxpayers,” campaign
spokeswoman Andrea Saul
said.

Other GOP candidates
have

called for more
sweeping tax plans. Former
House Speaker Newt

Gingrich and Texas Gov.
Rick Perry have both called
for versions of the flat tax,
in which all income is taxed
at the same rate. Former
Sen. Rick Santorum of
Pennsylvania has called for
reducing the number of tax
brackets from six to two.

Previous studies by
the Tax Policy Center
have found that plans by
Gingrich and Perry would
result in big tax cuts for
the wealthy, reducing tax
revenue by billions each
year. The center has not
yet done a comprehensive
analysis of Santorum’s
plan, though Williams said
one is planned.

The Tax Policy Center
is a research group formed
by two Washington think
tanks, the Urban Institute
and the Brookings
Institution. Its research-

ers regularly testify before
Congress on tax policy and
its analyses during the 2008
presidential campaign were
widely circulated.

Tim Pirtle ATTORNEY AT LAW

It's unlikely to be
Romney.

Many conservatives
have long viewed him
skeptically, These vot-
ers complain that he's
reversed himself on a
series of social issues.

RALLY cont. on page 5
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Today in History

Today is Friday, Jan. 6, the sixth day of 2012.
There are 360 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Jan. 6, 1912, New Mexico became the 47th
state.

On this date:

In 1412, tradition holds that Joan of Arc was born
this day in Domremy.

In 1540, England’s King Henry VIII married his
fourth wife, Anne of Cleves. (The marriage lasted
about six months.)

In 1759, George Washington and Martha
Dandridge Custis were married in New Kent
County, Va.

In 1838, Samuel Morse and Alfred Vail gave the
first successful public demonstration of their tele-
graph, in Morristown, N.J

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in his
State of the Union address, outlined a goal of “Four
Freedoms” - Freedom of speech and expression,
the freedom of people to worship God in their own
way; freedom from want; freedom from fear.

In 1942, the Pan American Airways Pacific
Clipper, a flying boat built by Boeing, arrived
in New York more than a month after leaving
California and following a westward route

In 1982, truck driver William G. Bonin was
convicted in Los Angeles of 10 of the “Freeway
Killer” slayings of young men and boys. (Bonin
was later convicted of four other killings; he was
executed in 1996.)

In 1994, figure skater Nancy Kerrigan was
clubbed on the leg by an assailant at Detroit’s
Cobo Arena; four men, including the ex-husband
of Kerrigan’s rival, Tonya Harding, went to prison
for their roles in the attack. (Harding, who denied
knowing about plans for the attack, received pro-
bation after pleading guilty to conspiracy to hinder
prosecution.)

Ten years ago: Argentina announced the devalu-
ation of its peso, ending a decade-long policy peg-
ging the currency one-to-one with the U.S. dollar
(In the year that followed, the peso lost 70 percent
of its value against the dollar.)

Five years ago: At a Baptist church in Fort
Worth, Texas, the Denver Broncos filed past the
open casket of Darrent Williams, the promising
comerback who had been gunned down in a drive-
by shooting on New Year's Day

One year ago: U.S. Defense Secretary Robert
Gates announced he would cut $78 billion from
the Defense Department budget over the next five
years, an effort to trim fat in light of the nation’s
ballooning deficit

Today’s Birthdays: Pollster Louis Harris 1s 91
Bluegrass performer Earl Scruggs is 88. Author
E.L. Doctorow is 81. Actress Bonnie Franklin is
68. Country musician Joey, the CowPolka King
(Riders in the Sky) is 63. Rock singer-musician
Kim Wilson (The Fabulous Thunderbirds) is 61
Singer Jett Williams is 59. Rock musician Malcolm
Young (AC-DC) is 59. Actor-comedian Rowan
Atkinson is 57. Rhythm-and-blues singer Eric
Williams is 52. Movie composer A.R. Rahman
is 46. Movie director John Singleton is 44. Actor
Danny Pintauro (“Who's the Boss?"") is 36. Actress
Rinko Kikuchi is 31. Rock singer Alex Turner
(Arctic Monkeys) is 26

Thought for Today: “A little learning is not a
dangerous thing to one who does not mistake it for
a great deal.”
editor (1868-1944)

William Allen White, American newspaper
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[owa win helps Romney, but lacks luster

CHARLES BABINGTON
AP - Analysis
WASHINGTON (AP) -
Mitt Romney’s whisker-
thin Iowa caucus victory
was underwhelming in
scope and anti-climac-
tic in its finality. But it
moves him closer to the
Republican presiden-
tial nomination chiefly
because of who finished

fourth and fifth

lhe former
Massachusetts governor
will gladly tout his win
over Rick Santorum, who
could have reversed the
results with one more car-
load of supporters. More
important to Romney,
however, was the thump-
ing suffered by former
House speaker Newt
Gingrich and Texas Gov
Rick Perry

GOP  strategists had
seen them as having the
best backgrounds to sus-
tain a long-term threat to
Romney, who remains
unable to push his sup-
port beyond one-quarter of
Republican voters. Now
it’s unclear whether Perry
and Gingrich can maintain
viable campaigns

Romney’s closest com-
petitors in Jowa were
Santorum, practically an
afterthought as little as two
weeks ago, and libertarian-
leaning Rep. Ron Paul of
Texas

Santorum now must
show whether he can build
on his remarkable lowa
sprint to become the long-
sought conservative alter-
native to Romney. It won'’t

be easy

Santorum, 53, badly
lost his 2006 bid for a
third Senate term from
Pennsylvania. He has
modest fundraising and
ground-game operations,
and he’s largely unknown
beyond circles that closely
follow politics

Paul, 76, is seen more as
a libertarian crusader than
a potential president. He
recently said he doesn’t
envision himself as presi-
dent

“Romney did what he
had to do, but not much
more,” said GOP strategist
l'erry Holt

On the upside, Romney
can argue that he not only
won lowa, but he beat
expectations. He said from
the start that lowa was a
bad political fit for him,
and he focused his early
campaign efforts on New
Hampshire. He made a
big lowa push at the end,
when it was clear that no
rival had consolidated the
anti-Romney vote

He now heads to the
friendly turf of New
Hampshire, where he
owns a home. The state’s
primary is next Tuesday

But it’s also easy to paint
Romney's lowa finish as
unimpressive. He drew
one-fourth of the vote.
I'hat’s precisely the lack-
luster level he has pulled
month after month, in poll
after poll of Republicans.

It's also the same per-
centage Romney got when
he finished a deeply dis-
appointing second in
the 2008 lowa caucus.

Campaign veterans say
Romney must find a way
to excite more conser-
vatives if he is to beat
President Barack Obama
in November

“If Romney was unable
to move the needle even an
inch from four years ago,”
despite heavy spending
on his behalf, “it is hard
to argue he has brought
new people in or expanded
the base of support,” said
former Obama campaign
and Whi‘e House aide Jen
Psaki

Some Republican con-
sultants, however, see
the glass as half full for
Romney

“Romney is in the
driver’s seat in New
Hampshire,” said Terry
Nelson, who advised Tim
Pawlenty before he left the
presidential race. “lowa
produced no serious can-
didate to derail him.”

Nelson said it “will be
very hard” for Santorum
to raise the money and
build the organization he
will need to compete in
New Hampshire, South
Carolina, Florida and
beyond

Democrats were
impressed. Matt Bennett
of the group Third Way
called it a mixe' bag for
Romney. Santo and
Paul, he said, the
two demonstrabl
electable candidates in this
field since Donald Trump
fired himself.”

But Romney’s inability
to build a big plurality is
a problem, Bennett said.
“Challengers to incum-

less

cdst-

bent presidents cannot gel

merely polite applause o

grudging support fron

their own base if they hopg,
to win general elections,”
he said.

Nonetheless, Romne)
is poised to do something
no Republican has dong
in recent times: follow A&
contested lowa caucus vic
tory with a primary wii
in New Hampshire. New
Hampshire voters have
shown contrarian streak
before. But a Romney los:
there would rank as a hugt
upset

Even if he carries New
Hampshire, Romney
won't be home free. Hi¢
Mormonism could hurl
him in South Carolina
whose primary is Jan
21. But with Perry and
Gingrich wounded, it's
unclear who can take fuM
advantage

Romney might be able’
to endure a poor finish ir
South Carolina and move
on strongly to Florida
which votes on Jan. 30"
It's a sprawling, diverse
and expensive state for
candidates. Romney has
proven to be the best fund!
raiser, organizer and strat
egist thus far. 5

Democrats were hoping
for a slow and difficull
start for Romney. They
want to see him battered
and bled of money, fc- a¢
long as possible before the
summer nominating cor
ventions

lowa's results leave both
parties with plenty of dis
appointments.
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1o return, but it wasn’t clear exactly when she might be back
inthe U.S,

U.S. immigration officials deferred questions about when
the teen might retum to the State Department, which said it
was aware of the case but declined to comment further, citing
privacy reasons.

According to the Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the girl was enrolled in the country’s “Welcome Home”
program after she arrived there. She was given shelter, psy-
chological assistance and a job at a call center, a statement
from the agency said. When the Colombian government
discovered she was a U.S. citizen, it put her under the care of
a welfare program, the statement said.

Her grandmother, Dallas hairstylist Lorene Turner, called
the deportation a “big mistake somebody made” and said
U.S. officials need to do better.

“She looks like a kid, she acts like a kid. How could they
think she wasn’t a kid?” Lorene Tumer asked on Thursday.

Jakadrien's family says she left home in November 2010.
Houston police said the girl was arrested on April 2, 2011,
for misdemeanor theft in that city and claimed to be Tika
Lanay Cortez, a Colombian woman bomn in 1990.

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement official told
The Associated Press on Thursday that the teen claimed to
be Cortez throughout the criminal proceedings in Houston
and the ensuing deportation process in which an immigration
judge ultimately ordered her back to Colombia.

The ICE official, speaking on condition of anonymity due
to not being authorized to discuss additional details of the
case, said the teenager was interviewed by a representative
from the Colombian consulate and that country’s govern-
ment issued her a travel document to enter Colombia. The
ICE official said standard procedure before any deportation
is to coordinate with the other country in order to establish

cont. from page 1

They also don't like his record of support for government
health care and exceptions to abortion restrictions. And, with
conservatives making up the base of the party, the skepticism
has kept his support under 25 percent in most national surveys
and in some early primary states despite his front-runner sta-
tus, strong organization and big bank account,

“You'll eventually come down to one conservative and
Governor Romney,” Gingrich, the former speaker of the
House, predicted Thursday in New Hampshire. “And he'll
continue to get 25 percent. By definition at some point in that
game somebody is going to start getting a lot more votes than
Governor Romney.”

The hand-wringing on the right over Romney as the nomi-
nee has produced a deeply unsettled nomination fight.

Conservative voters have spent much of the year flitting
from Bachmann to Perry to Gingrich in search of someone
to back.

In lowa, they finally ended up rallying behind Santorum,
making him the latest candidate to emerge as the more con-
servative alternative to Romney.

“We're the folks that people are getting excited about,”
Santorum said after an appearance Thursday in Manchester.

His near victory in lowa — Romney by eight votes — is
prompting new calls to reach a consensus.

“It’s time for the conservatives to get off the sidelines
and get into the arena, and make our choice known,” said
Richard Viguerie, a longtime GOP fundraiser, who after much
searching said he has picked a candidate. “There was Rick
Santorum, in plain sight, all along.”

And Burch, the president of CatholicVote.org, also is sug-
gesting that supporters take a second look at Santorum.

“Until the last two weeks, it wasn’t clear whether Santorum
would get the traction he needed to compete,” Burch wrote to
backers after Santorum'’s lowa finish, saying: “He put these
doubts firmly to rest.”

Both Santorum and Gingrich are Catholic. Romney is a
Mormon.

Just days before a pair of weekend debates and the New
Hampshire primary, Santorum has significant vulnerabilities
including some that irk conservatives: He's made some pro-
vocative remarks about gay marriage and abortion that have
put conservative leaders in awkward spots. And during 18
years in Congress, he voted for federal budgets that included
funding for Planned Parenthood, and for George W. Bush's
No Child Left Behind education law.

Some seem willing to look past those, saying that Santorum
could be appealing to Midwesterners, Catholics and swing
voters.

They see an ardent family man of faith with a consistent
record on abortion, gun control and other legal issues. He's
as able a debater as Romney, they say, and probably would
be a more passionate advocate for conservative values against
Obama.

As for past remarks likening abortion to slavery and gay
marriage to polygamy and the coupling of men and dogs?

“It's a price worth paying” for a conservative presidential
candidate, said Curt Levey of Judicial Watch, who says
Santorum helped pave the way for the confirmations of con-
servative Supreme Court Justices John Roberts and Samuel
Aiito. Levey's group hasn't endorsed a candidate, but he
offers this of Santorum and Romney: “Romney's
strength is also his weakness. He never says anything contro-
versial.”

For tea party activists, Santorum’s appeal lies in his popu-
li""’ﬂuykmmhe‘lnhldwm‘lm.mdtheylilanlm."nid
Jenny Beth Martin, co-founder of Tea Party Patriots. “But
they are concerned because in his past record, he spent more

federal) money than what needs to happen right now.”
( eaders will have a chance to discuss
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, National her use of a computer to log into Facebook. Relatives were

by U.S. officials. an officials are i what  then put into contact with the U.S. embassy in Bogota to pro-

kind of verification was conducted by its Houston consulate  vide pictures and documents to prove Jakadrien's identity.

winuhmu?m Lorene Turner said she has a lot of time tracking
It was not clear if the teen might be charged upon her down Jakadrien, whose family is Kay-Kay.

return for falsifying her identity in a criminal process. “In between customers 1'd get on the computer looking for
Dallas Police detective C'mon Wingo, the detective in  Kay-Kay, | was obsessed.”

Make new home wheelchair accessible

Dear Pat: I am going to build a
house for myself, my two children
and my elderly mother. She some-
times needs a wheelchair. What
specific design features should we
keep in mind so she has easy
access? — Jennifer N.

Dear Jennifer: It is wise for you to
think of access to the house entranc-
es at the initial design phase of your
new home. Providing proper access
can have quite an impact on the
design of the entire home and the
construction materials used. With
today’s aging baby boomers, mak-
ing your home wheelchair acces-
sible can increase its resale value
years from now.

The two primary factors when
considering easy wheelchair access
are the slopes to enter and leave the
home and the open area near doors
in which to maneuver the wheel-
chair. Since your mother is elderly,
she most likely does not have a lot
of upper-body strength to negotiate
a steep slope.

Ideally, you should design the
house to have the first floor entrance
doors at nearly the same elevation
as the driveway and walkways. This
is not always possible because the
ground usually is sloped away from
the house to provide for drainage
You may be able to route the walk-
way leading from the driveway such
that it is level with the door opening
without blocking the drainage

A concrete slab-on-grade floor
is the easiest to work with because
drainage is not a significant prob-
lem. A wood framed house with a
basement is at the other extreme,
with drainage being a major con-
cern. With this construction, even
without a basement, the entrance is
usually above the ground level to
maintain a gap between the ground
and the lumber framing.

You have several options for mak-
ing the door accessible. A gen-
tly sloped walkway is probably the
easiest and least expensive method
if you have the space for it. The
maximum steepness someone can
comfortably and safely handle is
about a 5 percent grade. Make the
curves a large radius, and make it
extra wide.

A straight ramp is another option.
It is typically raised up from the
ground for drainage, but it can also
be filled in beneath with drainage

tiles. Since the ramp will be much
shorter than a long walk, a slightly
steeper slope is sometimes accept-
able depending on the person’s
strength.

A third option is a longer, gently
sloped raised bridge along the front
of the house. This can also double as
a porch if you make a level section
midway along the sloped bridge.
This will maintain the proper dis-
tance from the ground level to the
wood framing. If you use this meth-
od, design the house with the door
near one end to allow length for the
gradual slope.

area for her to stop, and unlock
and open the door. A 5-foot-square
access area usually provides ade-
quate clearance for someone in a
wheelchair.

Building codes often require a
step up from the garage floor into
the house. This is to prevent gas-
oline leaking out of a car from
flowing into the house. Talk to the
inspectors, and you may be able to
get a variance to make the garage
floor level with the house floor. If
not, you will have to add several
feet to the garage width and pour a
ramp up to the door.

Send your questions to Here's How, 6906
Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45244 or
visit www . dulley.com

HOME HOW-TO :

LEVEL LANDINGS RAMP CONSTRUCTION
This allows the userto Critical elements that must be
| open and close considered prior to construction:
| doorinawh = Point of entry to the home
while not on = The available area for ramp
' = Slope of the ramp

Never build steeper
means that for every 1 foot
the ramp must be at least 12
length for safe use.

Wheelchair Ramp

Wheelchair ramps offer wheelchair users freedom — if constructed
properly. The American With Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) gives
construction specifications for wheelchair ramps.

= Local building codes

® Aluminum
» Steel
= Wood

Source: www.wikihow.com

Once your mother gets to
the door, there will have to be an

Creators.convBob Kast

Start Your
Engines!

Winter s here! Be prepared
for cold mornings with a remote-
controlled car starter so you can warm up
your car from the comfort of your house

Talk to us today about the
system that' s just right for you.

Also complete line of

Audio/Video Integration
Sales & Installation

‘Rear Seat Entertainment

Whether you're building a new home, or
renovating a classic, we can transform your

Blueprints into Dreams.
Serving Pampa and the Surrounding Low
Country Area For 30+ Years

Residential Builder & Renovations
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“I bumped my head. Feel how much
it hurts.”
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HAPPY
Jan. 7,2012

'his year you can be intellectual yet
emotional
financial matter

BIRTHDAY

for Saturday,

Use your instincts with a
Sometimes you over
think or worry too much. Clantfy issues
within a relationship if you are attached
though your partner might be vested in
keeping the status quo. If you are single,
you easily could find yourself trying to
make a decision about your status. You
could meet someone significant this
year. CANCER can be challenging

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; |-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* %k % Get a load off your chest. You
are doing this exercise for you. The other
party might need to do the same exer
cise. Seriousness 1s replaced by imagi-
native flights of fancy. Count on your
creativity. Tonight: At home

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

* %% You can juggle your finances
nly so much. The most evolved form
of taking from Peter to pay Paul won't
work in the long run. Later in the day,
you relax and enjoy company. Some-
one’s attitude startles not just you but
also others. Tonight: Hang out

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* & &k Use the early part of the day
if you have an important mission on your
mind. With all your energy, you could
be mistaken for a superhero! That, too,
passes in the afternoon, when you chill
out. Tonight: Have a good time'

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

% %% % Remember, you are the Moon
Child, who is like a pendulum. No matter
how low you get, you can get equally as
high. Smile at that thought. You will be
in a new mood by late afternoon, ready
to enjoy yourself. Tonight: Recognize
that others are affected by you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

*hhk Get going early, when you
are likely to enjoy yourself to the max
Others could be serious, but you are on
cruise control and hard to stop. Be sure
to listen to someone who might need
you. An appropriate response is needed,
or else you will be unhappy with your-
self. Tonight: Take a break from the hec-
tic pace.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

BALLS A PENNY
WHENEVER T GOT
A QUARTER

IN THE CHURCH CHOIR
SO WHEN SHE RAN
OFF WITH
A BARBER

* &k % A must appearance IS neces-
sary to make headway through an issue
that needs your special touch and under-
standing. Though you might be hung up
too long for your tastc, once you leave,
you throw yourself into a fun few days
Tonight: Let the good times in

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* %k * Toss your present environ-
ment, and go for something new. This
doesn’t necessarily mean painting your
house. Hop in the car and meet a distant
friend halfway. In a different environ-
ment, you'll relax, smile and recharge.
Tonight: A force to be dealt with

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* k% & Relate directly to someone
you have a message for. If you ask for
that message to be passed on, it probably
won't get there, even with family. Take
the opportunity to visit that same person
and catch up on his or her news. If he or
she isn’t free, make time for your next
admirer. Tonight: Only where there is
music

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* % %%k You might want to open up
a new portal. Be careful with decision-
making in the earlier part of the day. You
might need to revisit that same place in a
while. Postpone finalizing anything. To-
night: Dinner with a loved one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* k% Clear out whatever is holding
you back so that you can kick back and
enjoy yourself. Others want your compa-
ny and seek you out en masse. Don't feel
pressured by a situation. Make choices
that make you happy. Tonight: Certainly
not alone.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* k%% Stop and help a loved one
work through a debilitating issue. Your
imagination knows no limits. Under-
stand that what is happening for this per-
son is upsetting, even if it isn't for you.
Don't allow anyone to pressure you. To-
night: Slow down if you are tired.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* %% Be aware of what is happen-
ing on the home front. Your sense of
humor plays into a changing situation.
Be open to possibilities rather than be-
ing comfortable with the status quo.
Your imagination opens up with a risk
or change. Tonight: Choose something
romantic.
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Beetle Bailey

MOM, PEOPLE WOULDNT USE
SCHOOL RESTROOMS AN
MORE THAN THEY NOULD

DRINK OUT OF THE DRINKING

FOUNTAINS OR STUDY IN THE

LIBRARY!

[ 1 WONDER WHAT
LIFE WOULD BE LIKE
WITHOOT YOU
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KEYS, SARGE

Marvin

I'M SORRY I L JUST HAVE
FORGOT TO TOO MUCH
RETURN YOUR ON MY

YOU NEED
TO CLEAR
OUT THE
COBWEBS,

Y/
i

€011 by King Features Syndicame. i Word ngPts reserved

I PON'T THINK THIS
15 GONNA RIT

COMING UP NEXT IS “FULL
BOTTOM,"” THE NEW REALITY
SHOW FOR BABIES
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NM on pace to be
more urban, Hispanic

‘ SANTA FE, N\M. (AP) - New Mexico’s Hispanic
population over the next 100 years will grow to be the
majority ethnic group, regardless of federal immigration
policy, a local researcher and pollster predicts.

At the same time, the number of senior citizens in the
state who depend on government services will increase,
as budgets for programs to help them will shrink.

And, more residents will move to urban areas looking
for jobs, while others will work from home to avoid con-
gested roads, said Brian Sanderoff, head of Research and
Polling in Albuquerque.

Sanderoff said all of those changes will come against a
backdrop of a state budget that is heavily dependent on
.0il and gas revenues - something that will wither as alter-
native energy sources become more common and fewer
‘people use the fossil fuels that help the state pay its bills.
 That means New Mexico needs to prudently manage
its permanent funds, money that is set aside for future
economic crises.

“As I think 100 years down the road, I think about the
fact that as we diminish or eliminate the nation’s depen-
.dency on carbon-based fuels, that will have a tremendous
.impact on the state and our economy and means of pro-
.viding services to the public,” Sanderoff said.

He added that New Mexico will become a more attrac-
‘tive place to live as people in other parts of the country
tire of cold weather, expensive cities and small places to
‘call home.

“People want a place with good climate and good air
‘quality, lots of room to grow. And New Mexico has all
ithose things. Over the next 100 years, we will continue to
‘grow at a pace that is greater than the nationwide rate.”

The ratio of the number of people tapping into social
benefits compared to the number working and paying
into the system will also change dramatically, Sanderoff
'suggested. “That is something we will have to grapple
with,” he said.

The state also will have to consider what it can offer
to attract working-age residents. Jeffrey Mitchell, a

;senior research scientist at the Bureau of Business and
;Economic Research at The University of New Mexico,
,said that he predicts the state, like the rest of the country,
'will see a rise in people who work with information more
'than material goods.

“As we transition from a material-producing economy
to much more of an idea-based economy, the jobs are
going to be in creating, managing and distributing idea
and information rather than stuff,” he said. “What that
appears to mean is that a relatively small portion of the
,workforce is well-skilled to offer a great deal of produc-
tivity, and (those workers) tend to get paid much more. ...
You’re going to see an increasing amount of jobs in the
information area, and increased polarization in terms of
the few who are able to produce ideas earning more, and
ithe other people earning less.”

Those types of jobs tend to be clustered around urban
areas, and in New Mexico’s case, along the Rio Grande,
Mitchell said.

“Place does matter, and those places tend to be urban
and tend to be the places associated with rich intellectual
infrastructure or that are otherwise culturally unique.”

While the state’s urban areas are predicted to grow, the
state overall in the last 100 years blossomed beyond the
Rio Grande.

A century ago, fewer than 400,000 people lived here.

Now, the state’s overall population is 2.06 million.
. Projections by the UNM bureau show the state’s total
population is expected to top 3 million by 2035 with
almost 1.7 million people in Bernalillo County, 309,279
in Dona Ana and 176,612 in Santa Fe County.

Jack Baker, a senior research scientist at the bureau,
said there are few surprises when it comes to predicting
the state’s population growth, as it generally tends to fol-
low historical trends.

“The long-term picture is the growth in the Hispanic
gopulation and graying population and urban growth,”

e said.
. According to the 2010 census, 46.3 percent of people
reported that they were Hispanic, up from 42.1 percent
in 2000.
. One interesting bit of data that came out of the most
recent census showed that the state added 4,559 people
from other countries, Baker said.
' “That can change the state in a more rapid way than
people being born and dying,” he said.
+ While the Hispanic population will increase over the
next 100 years, some minority populations also will
grow, Baker said, but not by large percentages.
. Asians, for example, “will grow numerically, but I
don't (expect) the percent of population as 4 whole to
change much.”

that has sparked what’s been called
a modern-day rush.
The object o dooircisnotgolgl!mt

natural gas and oil supplies in a con-
troversial practice called hydraulic
fracturing, or fracking.

Largely overlooked in the national
debate over fracking is the emerging
fight in the U.S. heartland over min-
ing “frac sand,” which has grains of
ideal size, shape, strength and purity.
Mining companies say the work pro-
vides good jobs in rural areas, but
some residents fear the increase in
mining could harm human health
and the environment.

“More and more people are wak-
ing up to the fact that there are diffi-
culties with this massive explosion,”
said Pat Popple, a retired school
teacher and principal and anti-sand
mining activist.

U.S. frac sand producers sold or
used more than 6.5 million met-
ric tons of sand worth $319 mil-
lion in 2009, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey. The tonnage
likely will have doubled when
2010 data is released, said Thomas
Dolley, a USGS mineral commod-
ity specialist who follows the silica
mining industry.

“It’s huge,” Dolley said. “I've
never seen anything like it, the
growth. It makes my head spin.”

Nearly three-fourths of frac sand
comes from the Midwest. It's
shipped by rail hundreds of miles
to the oil and gas fields of Texas,
Pennsylvania and North Dakota,
where drillers mix it with water and
chemicals, then force it deep under-
ground to fracture shale deposits
that hold gas and oil that couldn’t
be tapped conventionally. Critics
say the process can diminish water
quality and even cause earthquakes.

John Felmy, chief economist with
the American Petroleum Institute,
said opponents of hydraulic fractur-
ing are “fundamentally misguided”
and the environmental fears are
unwarranted. The surge in sand min-
ing has extended the domestic ener-
gy boom to portions of the country
that don’t produce much fuel, bring-
ing jobs and economic development,
he said.

Frac sand mining has had a foot-
hold in Wisconsin's Chippewa
County since 2008. The most visible

the area, she said.
But not everyone is excited about

Houston-based EOG Resources, a
Fortune 500 oil and natural gas com-
, says it has worked to address
ocal concerns about dust, safety
and the environment at its mines and
sand processing plant in Chippewa
Falls.

The main mine serving the plant is
surrounded by berms, with vegeta-
tion to improve aesthetics, Leonard
said. Most of the plant’s equip-
ment is enclosed and the conveyor,

U.S. frac sand producers sold or used more
than 6.5 million metric tons of sand worth
$319 million in 2009, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey. The tonnage likely will
have doubled when 2010 data is released.

the growth. On a recent windy day,
Heather Andersen, of Bloomer,
another retired schoolteacher turned
activist, watched as gusts of 30 to 40
mph blew dust off sand piled up at
the Superior Silica Sands LLC mine
northwest of Chippewa Falls. She
said she saw no signs the mine kept
the sand watered down to suppress
the dust.

“That stuff you see is not danger-
ous,” Andersen said. “It’s the stuff
you can’t see.”

Activists say frac sand isn’t ordi-
nary sand. They fear fine silica dust
from the mines and plants will make
people sick, spoil the landscape and
contaminate ground water.

Fresh, fine silica dust is a well-
documented health risk blamed for
lung diseases such as silicosis, can-
cer and autoimmune diseases, but
most published research is about
workplace dangers, said David
Goldberg, an expert on silica haz-
ards and professor of environmental
and occupational health at George
Washington University.

Crispin H. Pierce, an environmen-
tal public health professor at the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Clare,
said more information is needed
about the risks of frac sand mining.
Fresh silica dust has grains with
sharp, jagged particles and is more
dangerous than the weathered silica
found in dirt, although it weathers
quickly, he said.

His limited testing for dust outside
the EOG plant hasn’t found “levels
of concern so far,” Pierce said. But
until more is known, it makes sense

storage and filtration systems are
designed to reduce dust. The plant
monitors air quality and the com-
pany will monitor groundwater at its
three mine sites in Wisconsin, she
added.

“We look forward to being a good
steward of the Chippewa Falls envi-
ronment and a good community part-
ner with the citizens of Wisconsin,”
Leonard wrote in an email.

Some counties in Minnesota and
Wisconsin have responded to health
and environmental concerns by pass-
ing mining moratoriums to buy time
for more study. Others are debating
whether to hit the brakes on further
mine development.

In southeastern Minnesota, Jim
Gurley has joined with other resi-
dents to try to persuade the Winona
County Board to adopt a one-year
mining moratorium. Like many
activists, they’'re focusing on local
concerns, sounding the alarm over
the already increased truck traffic
from mines in Wisconsin crossing
the Mississippi River to a processing
plant in Winona, Minn.

Wabasha and Goodhue counties in
Minnesota and Pepin and Eau Claire
counties in Wisconsin have already
adopted moratoriums, although
Eau Claire County’s is for just six
months.

“It’s been described by the min-
ing officials as a gold rush,” Gurley
said. “It’s a sand rush. A lot of us are
saying ‘What’s the rush?’ The sand
is going to be here a year from now.”

Ohio well owner undertakes study after earthquakes

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) - An
energy company that agreed to shut
down operations of a northeastern
Ohio brine injection well last week
after earthquakes in the vicinity says
it’s commissioning a geologic study
of the area.

A spokesman for D&L Energy

Group told The Associated Press
on Thursday that everyone involved
wants to “figure out what’s going
on.” D&L'’s financing of the research
was first reported by The Vindicator
of Youngstown.

Ohio Gov. John Kasich imposed
a moratorium Saturday within five

miles of the well operated by D&L
affiliate Northstar Disposal Services
LLC after a 4.0 magnitude quake
brought the total for 2011 to 11.

Officials from the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources, which regu-
lates the well, met privately with the
company Wednesday.

AAA: Gasoline prices up 6 cents this week in Texas

HOUSTON (AP) - The first AAA
Texas retail gasoline survey of 2012
finds that prices statewide have
jumped an average 6 cents this week.

The association on Thursday
reported the average price statewide
is $3.15 per gallon.

Gasoline prices have also edged

up nationally, adding 7 cents this
week to reach an average $3.32 per
gallon.

Texarkana had the most expensive
gasoline this week across Texas, at
an average $3.19 a gallon.

The least expensive gasoline in
the survey was found in El Paso, at
$3.02 per gallon.

Analysts say the growing global
economy is expected to demand
more crude oil, which generally
pushes prices higher, along with the
possibility of future disruptions to
global supply. The association says
concerns have been raised about
increasing tensions between Iran and
the U.S.
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Nextfra Energy Resources 250,
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regarding
who remains out of a job after

. being released from Michael Walitrip

Racing, where he won twice at the
Sprint Cup level?

P There's light at the end of the
tunnel, kids, NASCAR's top drivers
will be testing at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway on Jan. 11-14.

P New boss James Finch made
the following remarks regarding his
hiring of Kurt Busch: “He lost a job
and he's lost several million dollars,
and so | think that's been a wake-up
call. | told him, ‘Kurt it's about winning
racing. You need to watch your temper
and your mouth,’ | hired him for his
foot and not his mouth. Hopefully,
we can get him controlied. He's got
a long way to come, He's got to show
people he's going to be a driver. And
show NASCAR that he's a driver, and
he's going to do what's expected as

a driver

P Finch's Phoenix Racing team
will continue to get considerable
assistance from Hendrick Motors-
ports. At the Sprint Cup level, the
team has won only once, that being
Brad Keselowski's upset victory at
Talladega Superspeedway on April
26, 2009

P Kurt Busch is unlikely to make
the Chase or win with any degree of
frequency with Finch's team, and his
move there must be viewed in the

ontext of it presumably being his

best optior

P A series of incidents, brought to a
head by Busch's poor behavior in an
xchange with television reporter Jerry
Punch, led to Busch's dismissal by
Roger Penske. Busch won what was
then the Nextel Cup championship
vhile driving for Jack Roush in 2004

| Vickers' 2012 plans
rem nformed, at least publicly.

L jay's Sugar Bowl featured
) side bet ir \nl.\(\k Martinsville
edway, on behalf of Virginia Tech,
d Michigan international Speedway
redictably with Michigan
Along with an allotment of ribbing and
iating costumes, a Hokies victory
t MIS president Roger Curtis
to serve Martinsville hot
£s 10 the media there, or 8 Wol
r would put Martinsville's
pbell at the serving table of
Jogs when the circult reaches
oklyn, Mich., track

P I Kasey Kahne had been in the
¢ irket without his cell phone
robably wouldn't have made a
¢ ibout @ woman breastfeed
£. Without access to Twitter, Kahne
1 t surely would’'ve done no
than whispered. The world is
INEGINE. and celebrities aren't the
nes susceptible 1o controversy
ove re electronic age

re
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Foley Was First, ER?

Montreal, Quebec, the first
mpete in the Daytona
was named as one of seven induct
t anadian Motorsport Hall
f Fame. The ceremonies will be held in
Toront nt., in Apnil. Foley also raced on
he old Daytona Beach-Road Course and
de occasional NASCAR appearances
1957 through 1960. Other inductees
Rudy Bartling, Robin Edwardes, Paul

Manson, Ben Docktor, Norm Ellefson and

) ewan

Red Bull ifestyle.

/NASCAR |
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time and for the ninth consecutive year under the ights. In the

officially in 2001

(2.5 mi.), Daytona Beach, Fla., Feb. 18

Last yoar's winner: Kurt Busch, Dodge

Recent winners: Busch (2011), Kevin Harwck (2009 10
Dale Eamhardt Jr. (2003, '08), Tony Stewant (2001 )
Denny Hamiin (2006), smmie Johnson (2005), Dale Jamett
(2000, '04)
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Kurt Busch now out t

By Monte Dutton

What a difference a year muake
A year ago he was d
endary stable of Roger Pensh
the Budweiser Shootout
Now he’s stuck trying 1o mak
dling team of James Finch |
had s momer uch
ictory at Talladega in 20089
“.wi‘llkr\vlll".l"rl!' 0
Busch's
inflicted, but twy had
prowess, which is consider
[he Las Vegas native, whose
Kvle's in terms of both su
his crew chuef and others via i u rad
with writers. But what brought
teur video of his profane and snark

beloved ESPN reponer Jerr

The first of the season’s two all-star events will be run for the 34th

years 1979-97, it was known as the Busch Clash. it was the Bud
Shootout from 1998-2000 and became the Budweiser Shootout

Next up: Budweiser Shootout, Daytona Intemational Speedway

SPRINT CUP SERIES

For many years, Daytona hosted a National Sportsman race

known as the Pemmatex 300 on the day before the 500, but this

race’s ineage ofoally began when what is now the Nationwide

Senes was founded in 1982, Dale Eamhandt won the first one
nd later captured five in a row from 1990-94,

Next up: Dive4dCOPD 300, Daytona intemational

2.5 mi.), 120 laps/300 miles, Daytona Beach, Aa., Feb,

Last year's winner: Tony Stewar, Chevy

Recent winners: Stewart (2005-06, '08-11), Kevin Harvick
007), Dale Eamhardt Jr. (2002-04), Randy Lajose (1999,
2001), Matt Kenseth (2000)

ESPOTLIGHT ]
No. 51 Rvoex/Trank A TeacHER CHEVROLET

Johr ark/NASCAR This Week
-
Kurt Busch Is staring over with Phoenb Raci et sexsort. The akrer of B Busch brothers has plenty of time to rebulld his racing carser at age 33. France?

Down A Few Pegs

estead-Miami Speedway

ent “viral” on YouTube, and Kurt Busch learmed

v version of that particular cliché

uld ve believed that a talent as prodigious as
ikd be undermined mainly by words and

I8¢ NASCAR is part of the sporting mainstream
I "‘HN\HIN'\“"1’(](()[\“'1"'1“('\(IH

e he

ate Tim Richmond was in his prime.
iver must be not only successful but also

A ¢ has leamed lessons he failed
hus carcer. Corporate NASCAR's re
When Busch needed friends, he

hdn [ have many

tart over from somewhere near square

ebuild a career. At age 33, he still has

ne. I he can somehow lift Phoenix Racing's
1 tangible way, it will impress his detrac

loesn't convert them

make best of his situation ol

ds much more sway now than it did in,

mum-unmunmmu-m
won the crash-mamed debut of the serles on a so-called
e e s ey
umuuumuummnm

mm
h.'dﬂ.

(m) J. Sprague

gm).tn-
(2005), C. Edwards (2004), , R. Pressley
(2002), Joe Ruttman (2001), M. Wallace

FEUD OF THE WEEK

being
MWMUMMMM2‘03
points last year, and their performances will
continue to be compared when the new
5eason

commences.

NASCAR This Week's Monte Dutton
gives his take: “Edwards wants to put
the bridesmaid reputation behind him
He's finished second twice and third (same
number as second) another time, Stewart, on
the other hand, has little to prove.”

Know Your NASCAR

1. Who was the most recent Ford driver to
win the Cup championship?

2. Who was the first driver to win four Cup
championships?

3. Who was the last driver to win a
championship in a Pontiac?

4. Who stamed in “The Last American
Hero™?

5. Who played Richard Petty in “43 — The
Petty Story™?

6. Who was the star of “Winning"?

7. Who directed “Red Line 70007

8. How many times has Jimmie Johnson
finished second in the Chase?

9. What presidential candidate was a
close friend of NASCAR founder William H.G

10. Who was the first driver killed at
Daytona Intemational Speedway?

11. What did PDA stand for?

12. What does ARCA stand for?
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NASCAR’s musical chalrs are fast shifting already

ByMD\m
NASCAR This Wee

Normally Kasey Kahiw
controversial driver

But what happened last week wa
Kahne inadvertently touched
social-networking storm when, while
supermarket, he “tweeted” about his d
a woman breastfeeding a child in publi
that he found it “nasty” and that he did
shopping any more or eating

In tum, the tweet set off an animat
on Twitter between Kahne and another p
took offense at his tweet. The exchange
complicated matters

Kahne apologized for expressing his opur
such a manner. He deleted the offending po

via Facebook, a A

tion “to offend any nnulm \\'h" hoose

feed her child, or, for that matter, anyone wh
ports breastfeeding children. | want to make
dear.” He further conceded that his commu
were “offensive to some people” and apologized

The walt goes on As of Monday moming
Richard Petty Motorsports had announced no s
cessor for A.J. Allmendinger, who will replace Kurt
Busch at Penske Racing this year '

Aric Almirola, previously noted mainly for his par
ticipation in NASCAR's Nationwide Series, is widely
believed to be the frontrunner for the ride, although
Petty has apparently had discussions with David

-y Ot TS

A AN AA.AAA._‘
ed Sorenson and Cole Whitt, as well
The beat goes on fony Stewart hopped in a
vept the Rumble in Fort Wayne
enth time. The weekend event was
wnal Colisewn Expo Center. Stew-
ents for the second time. Next up?
b vhich begins on Jan. 10 at QuikTrip
[ulsa, Okla. Among other competitors is
fe Series champion Ricky Stenhouse, Jr
Rally fatality Jorge Boero, a motorcycle rider,
f + lall on New Year's Day at the Dakar
vo-week, nearly 6,000-mile race that tra-
entina, Chili and Peru. As has frequently
¢, NASCAR driver Robby Gordon is in
id was fifth after the race’s first stage.
Dismissed — Scott Speed has settled his lawsuit
ted Bull, which released him at the end
10. No details were released. The settlement
out of a meeting between the parties on Nov.
0 and dismissal documents were filed by Speed on
ec 19
Celebrated  colnfiipper Dale Eamhardt Jr
flipped the coin during the opening toss for the Jan.
laxSlayer.com Gator Bowl between the college
football teams of Florida and Ohio State.
On his own - Ramsey Poston, who managed NAS-
\R's comupunications operation after joining the
poverning body in 2004, has opened his own
communications firm, Tuckahoe Strategies, and will
handle accounts that include NASCAR.

Dealer
665-3036

T-Shirts
& More

Official NASCAR

Doug Boyd
Motor €o.

Corner of
Hwy 60 & 70

W Kingsmill

806-669-6062
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Coronado Center -
North Side
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2525 West Hwy. 152
669-9997

John Clark/NASCAR This Week
After & quich stop in the Rumbile in Fort Wayne (Ind.), tee-thme
Sprint Cup champion Tory Stewart heads 0 The Chill Bowd.

NASCAR Preview Coming
At least 50 drivers from the three major touring series

will be on hand on Jan. 21 at the NASCAR Preview 2012
at the Charlotte Convention Center.

ng

$10 in advance, $15 at the door, and may be
at ticketmaster.com or by calling 1-800-745-
new class of Hall of Fame inductees consists of Richie
Evans, Dale Inman, Darell Waltrip, Glen Wood and Cale
Yarborough.

a Chevy to victory. The
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The Pampa Lady Harvesters enter dis-
trict-play with their best record under
head coach Gene Valentine at 10-10.
After missing the postseason last year,
Pampa has a chance to make noise this
year.

Pampa has improved it’s transition
game. Senior Caitlin Sieck and Hayley
Bumett have beat the defense for the
layups in the last few games. As a result
Pampa’s scoring has increased. In the
last five games, the Lady Harvesters are
averaging 49 points per game, which is
an increase of eigit points from their pre-
vious five games. This has allowed the
Lady Harvesters to score points quickly
For opponents its made it difficult for
them to get back in the game or pull
away. This could be key in district, espe-
cially if Pampa can beat the other team’s
post players down the floor.

I'he Lady Harvesters have developed

a home-court advan-
tage. Pampa has won
its last three games
at McNeely after los-
ing 12 straight. This
could be an advan-
tage considering,
Pampa is at home
for five of its nine
district games. If the
Lady Harvesters are
able to continue their
success at McNeely
then they will have
a great chance to compete for a playoff
spot or district title.

The majority of Pampa’s losses have
been to ranked opponents with four
being ranked in the top ten. The Lady
Harvesters won't see that competition in
District 1-3A. Perryton is the best team
at 15-4. The Lady Harvesters should be

ANDREW
GLOVER

Lady Harvesters in position for run in district play

able to compete in all nine district games
if not win most of them.

In non-district, Pampa had some issues
that they need to avoid in district. The
Lady Harvesters have to avoid slow
starts. In most of their games this season,
Pampa has found itself facing a deficit
including games they won. If this hap-
pens in district, the Lady Harvesters
would have to consider themselves for-
tunate to still be in the game. Much like
the Denver Broncos have learned the past
few weeks, Pampa can’t rely on coming
back in the fourth quarter.

Next, the Lady Harvesters need to find
quality shots. Too many times in non-
district they have gotten bogged down
in passing around the perimeter or tak-
ing quick jumpers before setting up the
offense. As we know, there is no shot
clock in high school basketball. Pampa

can use as much time as it needs to

find that look and hit it. Missed shots
especially from long range can allow
the opponent to get to the offensive end
before the defense sets up.

Pampa has to win the battle on the
boards and earn itself second chances
and limit the oppositions. For the Lady
Harvesters, size isn't very abundant.
Going against bigger girls, Pampa has to
have better technique and box out instead
of chasing after the ball. It will be diffi-
cult to get stops if the opponent is getting
second and third chances at a basket.

The Lady Harvesters have accom-
plished a lot in non-district. The impor-
tant thing is for them to finish in district
[f Pampa is able to continue to play strong
we should see games beyond February 7.

Andrew Glover is The Pampa News' sports
reporter. He can be reached online at aglover@
thepampanews.com

PHS volleyball continued success; tough year for football

The Pampa News File Phot

Senior Ramie Hutto serves in a district game. Hutto was one of seven se
niors that helped Pampa won back-to-back district titles.

Delaney Clendening
Pampa High School

Pampa High School

Pampa High School senior basketball player Delaney Clendening
is The Pampa News Female Athlete of the Week. Clendening

averaged 18 points in four

Classic Dec, 28-30:
e

Don't get caught napping
and miss an advertising

opporfunty!
Call The Pampa News

at the Fibermax Caprock

ANDREW GLOVER

iglover@thepampanew: [

l'he Lady Harvesters’' volleyball team
continued where it left off. Pampa was
ranked all season and was ranked as high
as ninth. The Lady Harvesters finished
30-10 and went 9-0 to repeat as
trict champions. Pampa won the consola-
tion bracket in the Randall Tournament
and won the River Road Tournament
T'he Lady Harvesters' season came to an
abrupt end when they were eliminated
by Monahans in the area round. Pampa
finished the year ranked 19th

Senior Kailyn Troxell district
MVP, senior Alanna Stephens
Offensive player of the year and junior
Maddie Fatheree was Setter of the Year
Seniors Kirsten Kuhn, Ramie Hutto and
Caitlin Sieck were first-team
All-District. Seniors Stephanie Allen and

dis-

was
was

selected

McKinlee Stokes were selected to the
second team. Junior Calli Brewer was
named as an honorable mention. Troxell

and Stephens were named athletes of
the month by the Amarillo Chamber
of Commerce. Hutto, Stephens, Troxell
and Sieck were selected to play in the
Golden Spread All-Star Game in Canyon
in January 2012. Troxell will play in the
lexas Girls Coaches Association All-
Star Game in Arlington

I'he 2011 football season started well

for the Pampa Harvesters as they started
}-2. The season didn’t finish well as
Pampa dropped four straight and missed
the playoffs for the third time in five sea-
sons. It was also the sixth straight losing
season for the Harvesters. During the sea-
son, Pampa had three players suffer sea-
son ending injuries. Junior Tyler Powell
broke his collar bone in the second scrim-
mage. Sophomore running back Freddy
Jackson broke his leg against Vernon
September 23. Senior Trace Carter also
hurt injured his knee

I'he Harvesters landed several on the
all-district football teams. Senior quar-
terback Reid Miller and senior wide
receiver Latigo Collins earned unanimous
first-team all district selections. Senior
kicker Colten Adams and junior run-
ning back Samuel Smith also earned first
team selections. Seniors Sam Cain, Ryne
Richardson and juniors Chris Rivera,
Kyler Allen and Andrew Jimenéz earned
second team selections

The Harvester and Lady Harvester
cross country teams were represented at
state. Senior Trent McAnear and junior
[erra Truitt advanced with a tenth and
ninth place finish respectively. Truitt fin-
ished 23rd and McNear finished 57th
at state. Elizabeth Gill, J’Cee Holmes,
Ysenia Soria and Jessie Dixon advanced
to regionals

The Pampa News File Photo
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L ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) —
The Texas Rangers have hired Josh
] 's father-in-law as a staff
special assistant.
+ General manager Jon Daniels
8aid Thursday that Michael Dean
will fill a support role

as an accountability partner for the
slugger that was left vacant when
Johnny Narron left in November to
become Milwaukee’s hitting coach.
Narron joined the Rangers when

i was acquired four years
ago in a trade from Cincinnati.

His primary role was to support
Hamilton, the former No. 1 overall

draft pick who rebounded from sub-
stance abuse problems to become
the 2010 AL MVP and a four-time
All-Star.

Last season, Narron added the
title of major league assistant hit-
ting coach. The two-time defend-
ing American League champion
Rangers don’t plan to hire anyone to
fill that role.

“When we traded for Josh, we
felt that Johnny was a key hire
and it turns out he was,” Daniels
said. “There was a little bit more

unknown when he was traded. He
had never played here before, never
been on the stage in the same regard.
We look at this more as it’s a sup-
port system more than a necessity.
... Josh is in a very different position
today than he was when we acquired
him, both personally and profession-
ally.”

Chadwick has been CEO of
his home-building and develop-
ment company in North Carolina.
Through the nonprofit Mike
Chadwick Ministries, he has shared
his Christian faith and the story of
his own substance abuse issues he
had earlier in life.

Chadwick will travel with the
team, though Daniels said his pres-
ence may not be as prominent as
Narron’s without additional duties
as a coach. Chadwick was one of
two people recommended by Narron
to replace him.

After Narron got the job with
Milwaukee, where his brother is the
bench coach and in the organiza-
tion where he worked in the minor
leagues, Daniels and assistant GM
Thad Levine met with Hamilton

’

and his wife, Katie. When Daniels
and Levine brought up Chadwick’s
name, they found out that the
Hamiltons were prepared to suggest
him as well.

Notes: Daniels would not discuss
the state of contract negotiations
with Japanese pitcher Yu Darvish,
who has returned home “after his
first visit to Texas this week. The
Rangers bid a record $51.7 mil-
lion for the right to negotiate with
Darvish during a 30-day window
that ends Jan. 18. “With the unique-
ness of this process, it's best-served
to hold off on really getting into any
specifics until we get a resolution,”
Daniels said. “We're not hiding the
fact that he was here.” ... Neftali
Feliz, the closer expected to switch
to the starting rotation, will work
out in Arlington and be there for the
start of a Ranger pitching camp later
this month. ... Reliever Mike Adams
had surgery Wednesday to repair a
hernia. Daniels said Adams is doing
well after the procedure and should
be ready for the start of the season,
even if he is a little behind when
spring training opens.

Bengals, Texans seek playoft victories

current
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Yesterday's Answer: REBOOT, FINITE, HERESY,
JIGSAW, ENGAGE, ENGINE
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Answer to yesterday's puzzle:
4/3|615|8|7]2]|9]1
8/1]2]3]|9]4]5]|7]|6
9/7]|5]16]|1]2]13]|4]8
3|8|7]9]|4]|5]6]|1]|2
5/9/1]2]|6|8]14|3]|7
6/2|417]|3]1]8]5]8
2|/4|8]1]7]3]19|6}|5
1/5/9]4|2|6}7|8]3
7/6|3]8|5]|911/2]|4

HOUSTON (AP)
Andy Dalton and T.J.
Yates weren't around

for any of the miserable
seasons the Bengals and
Texans have had over the
past two decades.

And that's quite a few.

The rookie quarterbacks
now control which of the
long-suffering franchis-
es gets a milestone vic-
tory when the teams open
the playoffs on Saturday.
They'll make some NFL
history no matter who wins
— it's the first time two
rookie starters will face off
in a postseason game.

"It shows how much the
game has changed in these
days," said Yates, who'll
make his sixth career start.
"My situation is obviously
a lot different than Andy's
He was drafted there to
be the starter and unfortu-
nate circumstances here in
Houston led to me being
the one playing.

"But you've just got to
take advantage of every

DEAR READERS:
Yesterday I printed letters
from adults in response to
a letter from “Emotionally
Abused in California” (Nov.
2), the 15-year-old who felt
her mother was treating her
unfairly. Today we’ll hear
from teenage readers:

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
14-year-old girl. My mom
showed me the letter from
“Emotionally Abused” and
I almost died! Her mom
sounds just like mine. I am
not allowed to wear clothing
that shows too much skin or
get into a car with a teenage
boy. I don’t have cable TV. |
have to do my own laundry,
clean my room, cook dinner
and hem my own jeans.

Every night our entire
family sits down for dinner.
My parents always know my
plans when I'm out with my
friends, and I go to church
every Sunday — with the oc-
casional groan. I'm not the
perfect daughter, but I'm glad
I'm being raised with integri-

opportunity you get," he The

said, "and it's pretty cool to
be a part of it."

The Bengals (9-7) are
back in the postseason
for the third time in seven
seasons, but they haven't
advanced in 20 years. The
10-year-old Texans (10-6)
are making their postsea-
son- debut, and will end
the longest playoff drought
of any expansion team
from its inception into the
league.

"This game can't come
soon enough," Houston
linebacker Brian Cushing
said. "The atmosphere is
going to be wild, so we're
just extremely thrilled
about this opportunity.”

Cincinnati's last play-
off victory came against
Houston, albeit the Oilers, a
41-14 victory at Riverfront
Stadium. The Bengals lost
to the L.A. Raiders the fol-
lowing week, and they've
lost two playoff games at
home since, after the 2005
and '09 seasons

players
haven't given a second
thought to the past failures.

"We don't really think
about it," said left tackle
Andrew Whitworth, finish-
ing his sixth season. "We
have some young guys on
this team. | promise you
some of them have no clue
about that."

At least Cincinnati has
some playoff history.

The city of Houston has
waited 18 years to even
see the local team play

Kubiak said, "be putting in
a game plan and going in
those meetings and getting
ready to line up, that's what

we came here to do, so let's
go do it. We're looking for-

ward to it."

Andre Johnson may be as
eager as anyone.

The star receiver and

face of the Houston fran-
chise has languished

through the litany of losses
since the team drafted him
third overall in 2003.

Dear Abby...

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

And about your friends,
she just wants to know who
they are. She’s not telling
you no, right? She’s a single
mom, and she’s trying to pro-
tect you.

You need to be easier
on her and try to see things
through her eyes. Not every-
thing she does is an attack
on you — in fact, it's the op-
posite. — FELLOW CALI-
FORNIA TEEN

DEAR ABBY: I'm an
18-year-old girl and I have
never been in trouble. I at-
tend a private school where
modesty is the dress code pol-
icy. To pay for tuition to this
school, I work every after-
noon during the school year
and full-time during the sum-
mer. I'm expected to pay for
my own clothes, cellphone
bill and haircuts out of my
allowance. If I can't afford
something, I don’t buy it.

As long as I live with my
parents, I will abide by their
rules. My parents love me
very much and have my best
interests at heart. “Emotion-

DEAR ABBY: I'm
also a 15-year-old Catholic
girl. “Emotionally Abused”

in a postseason game.
The Oilers' last playoff
appearance followed the CROSSWORD LA L ELMDIEL
1993 season, a loss to Joe By THOMAS JOSEPH S|UIMIA|C AILITIVIE
Montana and the Kansas y A[LIAIM|IOBELI|E|VIE|R
Clty Chiefs. . ACROSS 38 Vegas A|ICITEFI|AILICIOIN|S
e land where Reliant ) ) clHITIEIEIS RIOIE
Stadium now stands was 1 Moist machines RTETTIN clulR
just a parking lot back :
then, Houston coach Gary S fCameI 39 Radiated FIO|RI|E AIBIE|T
Kubiak was an assistant at eature 40 Walllet
Texas A&M and Yates was 9 Heep of fill g g g S E : g LIEIS
6 years old.
"Just to think of how Dickens 41 Fresh B|E|N|G|IA|L|SHEE|VI|E
far we've come and to
be working this week," 11 Stellar ‘L\ \E/ ? é g : :ﬁ \E/ 5 g
hunter DOWN TIRIEIS[S PIEIT]S
13 Small- 1 Aramis’ Y ’
esterday’s answer
T scale creator 8 Raft 26 Moon
14 Family 2 Comes movers mission
ahead of her own. She need b = 10 B'g hits 27 Minuscule
( . S . .
to rethink who is being unrea- 15 Tough 3 Dumble- 12 H'Qh 28 lee tears
isg::blc. — TEEN IN FLOR- wood dore homes 30 Conse-
DEAR ABBY: Afier we | 16 Swamps portrayer 17 TV spots crate
o a”"y“A:;j‘;[jﬁ“:; .Emo- | 18 Homes 4 Hole 19Honey  31Extend a
and I were li:ughing to the for number bunch? SUbSCl’ip-
' say the following 1o her. | OYSters ~ 5Day 22 Cooking tion
Our mom makes my brother | 20 Louvre fill divisions fat 33 Journalist
(who's also 15) and : . :
C‘}“’m; cvsgry An nda"y“ i‘!{l‘[‘)’ 21 Prophets 6 Samovars 24 Big tricks Hamill
Wednesday. Mom home- | 22 Smaller 7 Batman 25 Yoda's 37 Cry of
schools us, thus making her amount ortraver P
teacher, principal and mother portray creator insight
allinone.I'llbe 17inJanuary | 23 Trumpet- AR
and I still can’t date. El NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to
Mom checks my com- er Elgart  Thomas Joseph Book 1, P.0. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
puter regularly, and I'm not | 24 “2001” Y. A 5 |6 |7 o .
allowed to go to chat rooms. »
My brother and I have to set computer [ 12
the table and eat with her ev-
ery night. As for visiting Dad, 25 Falls back
I wish we could see ours ev- | 27 Labors
ery week. Unfortunately, he’s A
deployed overseas. 29 tree
In conclusion: DEAL | 30 Words
WITH IT! Your mom isn’t
being unreasonable; she's before
looking out for you. Moth- asking a
ers like yours are few and
far between. What hurts you, favor
hurts her. If she didn’t love olved
you, she wouldn't act the 32 Inv
way she does. Abby's right | 34 Saloon
when she says one day you'll order
look back and thank her, My
brother and I already thank | 35 “Sea-
ours. — LAUGHING SIBS
IN NORTH CAROLINA &
read a longer version of this s Bl Tee R bl
column, go to DearAbby. -
com.
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ADVERTISING Ma-

terial to be placed in

the Pampa News,

MUST be placed

through the Pampa
s Office Only.

10 Lost/Found

R:UND female Corgi.

Call 665-2826

LOST big Red Rodesi-
an Ridgeback between
Canadian & Wheeler,
Tx. “Zulu”. No collar
Generous Reward. Call
B06-323-6821, cell 860-
683-2372

13 Bus. Opp.

HAVE large Pool Hall
for lease. Great down-
jown location. Call for
details, 665-1875

14d Carpentry

CUSTOM Building &
Remodeling New
Homes & Additions
Shawn Deaver Const.,
B806-662-2977

b

s

14h Gen., Serv.

eSSt
HOUSE Cracking? In
bricks or walls? Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. 800-
299-9563, 806-352-
9563

COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or
build new. Free esti-
mates. Call 669-7769.

CERAMIC tile work,
stucco, cement. Remod-
eling, floor, shower,
kitchen. Texture, paint-
ing, dry wall. Free esti
665-3453 leave mes-
sage, Jesus Barraza

TILED
Floors, Showers,
Backsplashes,
Cabinet Tops, etc
Stone & Ceramic. 25
Yrs. Exp. Keith Taylor

874-1779 lv. msg

Sell it fast! Classifieds work! The Pampa News is d

14h Gen, Serv.
LET M&S help you w/
your concrete needs
Free Est. Doc or Mike
669-6990, 664-2009
& Punblng
JACK'S

715 W. Foster
665-7115

14w Air Cond/Heat

it el
BROWNING'S Heat-
ing & Air and Refriger-
ation Specialists since

i. 1964!! 665-1212.

15 Instruction

A T T
PIANO Lessons. In-
structor trained for con-
cert. 4 years old & up.
Call 662-4520.

19 Situations

WILL CLEAN
HOUSES
CALL
661-8110

21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to
fully investigate adver-
tisements which require
payment in advance for
information, services or
goods

EXPERIENCED Wait-
ress needed. Apply in
person at  Granny's
Home Cookin’, 328 E
Frederic. No Phone Call
Please,

control.

GL ACCOUNTANT

Immediate opening for a degreed accountant. Successful
candidate will coordinate and review monthly, quarterly
and year end closing procédures; produce monthly, quar-
terly and annual reports for internal reporting; manage
and prepare all SOX quarterly walkthroughs and testing;
develop the annual budget in coordination with manufac-
turing plant and service region managers; and monitor
against approved budgets. Will conduct special projects
and analysis in the areas of standard costing and cost

Bachelor’s Degree required, CPA or CMA is desired, but
other certifications related to accounting in a manufac-
turing environment will be taken into consideration. 3-5
yrs. experience in all areas.

Competitive pay scale-fulltime employment-
excellent benefit package, including medical, dental,
vision, prescription, 401k, paid vacation & holidays

Pre-employment drug screen and
criminal background check required.

Worldwide leader in design, manufacture and
sale of comprehensive systems and components
used in the oil and gas drilling production.

11659 US Hwy 60 West
Pampa, Texas 79065
email: hr.pampa@nov.com
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

e ———
21 Wanted

Local CPA Firm is
searching for an ex-
perienced

TAX
ACCOUNTANT

(prefer Certified Pub-
lic Accountant or
candidate for CPA li-
cense) with 2 to §
years experience. De-
gree in Accounting is
necessary.

Job will be for a Full-
Time Employee, US
citizen or US legal
resident. Position re-
quires full-time and
over-time commit-
ment Reply to

BOX 17
Pampa News
Po Box 2198

Pampa, Tx 79066
or bring by
403 W. Atchison

M-Fri 8am-3pm

NOW taking applica-
tions for all positions,
managers, line & prep
cooks. Apply in person
between 2pm-5pm,
Chubby's Burrito Com-
pany, 1328 N. Hobart

NEEDED! Full Time
Cook! Apply at St
Ann's Nursing Home in
Panhandle or call 537-
3194. Experience Pre-
ferred

FAMILY Owned Local
business is looking for
full time cutomer serv-
ice/light office duties
person. Paid medical in-
surance, holidays, & va-
cation included. Ref
req. Send resume to
Box 18 ¢/o The Pampa
News, P.O. Box 2198,
Pampa, Tx. 79066

b
21 Wanted

PART TIME
INSERTER
About 25 hrs. per
week. Must work ev-
Jery_Sat., have driv
er’s license & be nw

yrs. old or older,

Apply in Person
Sam-3pm
Mon-Fri

The Pampa
News
403 W. Atchison
Pampa

No phone calls
please

MILL Manager & a
Mill-Feeding Hand:
McLean Feed Yard is
looking for goal-orient-
ed individuals. Salary is
dependent upon previ-
ous experience & refer-
rals. All interested peo-
ple should apply at the
feedyard, 4 mi. south of
Mclean on Co. Rd
273, or contact Ty Hays
806-206-5440. McLean
Feedyard offers a com-
petitive salary & insur-
ance for all employees

Hospice Care of the
Southwest
We are currently
seeking to fill the
following position
Full-Time
CNA
Part-Time
Spiritual Care /
Chaplain
Pampa Area
Call 806-356-0026
for more info

Submit resumes to
Fax: 806-358-3114

S ————
2 Wanted

EXPERIENCED Heavy
Equipment  Mechanic
wanted. Apply in per-
son 315 S. Price Rd.

NEED Part-Time
Church Cook, ‘exp.
helpful but not necessa-
ry. Apply in person 201
E. Foster, Pampa.
OUTREACH
HEALTH SERVICES
has immediate opening
for Providers
to care for the elderly &
disabled in their homes
in PAMPA area. Must
be 18+. Will train the
right candidate Please
call Gina at
1-800-800-0697,
806-373-0986 EOE

EXP, dry cleaning
presser. Apply in per-
son 410 S. Cuyler,
Pampa

SUBWAY is accepting
applications for all
shifts: days, nights,
weekends. Apply inside
Pampa Walmart

PHARMACY Tech. Be
reliable and have good
people skills. Good
Keyboarding a MUST
Apply in person at
Heard-Jones
114 N. Cuyler
downtown Pampa

ST. Ann's Nursing
Home is hiring Director
of Nursing and an MDS
Coordinator Contact
Administrator at 537
3194. Good benefits
Position now available

LEADING Sports Sur
facing Co. is seeking
Production / Estimating
Asst Construction
knowledge helpful,
some overnight travel
req. Competitive pay
and benefits. Apply Vi-
bra-Whirl Sports LTD.,
94 Main Street, Panhan-
dle, TX 806-537-3526

1-6

OFEKLEE

YFGA,

BNOKYF

SABIJ

DVBFIP

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’'s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

FIP CJ Q

DAKNLEA

GGA

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: EFFORT
EFFORT WHEN IT BEGINS TO HURT
ORTEGA Y GASSET

KVCGV

ONIFAY

BHNDYA

ABEVINY

FH'E EV

IS ONLY
JOSE

to over 4,000 homes . What better to get the word out?
Beverly Taylor - Classifieds mmmummmumanm¢M%&ﬂ

MOBILE Home lot for
rent, Approx. 60x100.
723 Naida. Call 662-
4520.

NEW full service RV
Hookups!!  Mobeetie,
TX 806-662-3101

R VS e M

69a G Sales

HANDICAP equip.
(wh. chairs, scooter,
walkers, alum. ramp),
power tools, furniture
Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-3
801 W. Crawford

LAST SALE! Garage
Sale: 112 N. Somer

ville. Fri and Sat 8am
2

. R S
80 Pets & Suppl.

FOR ADOPTION
Siamese, Calico, Or
ange, Tabby, Gray
Spayed / Neutered &
shots. Call 665-4901 Iv
ms

—
89 Wanted To Buz

NEED Money Now?
We will give you top $$
for your house. Call us
today, 665-1875
We
Buy & Sell Houses
Call us today!!

665-1875

S

95 Furn. Agts.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver-
tised herein is subject
to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to ad
vertise "any prefer
ence, limitation, or
discrimination because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national ori-
gin, or intention to
make any such prefer
ence, limitation, or
discrimination.” State
law also forbids dis-
crimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for re
al estate which is in vi-
olation of the law. All
persons are hereby in
formed that all dwell-
ings advertised are
available on an equal

opportunity basis

Auto Body

PRESTlsi

We feature name brand car and
truck accessories and a state-of-
the-art collision center. Whether it
repairing your vehicle back to It's
factory look or adding automotive
acoessories, our

trained staff will take care of you.

(806) 665-3500

101 8. Hobart Pampa, TX

Advertising

“Serving Satisfied

Customers Since 1978."

FREE Estimates!

1501 4th Ave. Canyon, TX

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call The
Pampa News

806-669-2525 to
place your ad in

“The Shopper's
Square” today!

at
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95 Furn,

FURNISHED rooms in
White Deer, utilities
and cable included.
Weekly or monthl
rentals. Call for details
665-1875.

ROOM For Rent, $100

j wk, all bills paid incl.

cable. Private entrance
806-661-8508

e
96 Unfurn. AE.

APTS. Houses Duplex-
es. K&B Properties
Ref. & dep. req. Lake-
view Apts. 669-4386

APARMENTS

1, 2 and 3 bedrooms
with rent starting as
low as $395 / mo
Pool and on-site laun-
dry, W/D hookups in
all 2 & 3 bdrms

665-7149

MINUTES from down-
town-efficiencies. Short

term leases avail. 806
665-4274
| and 2 bdr. avail. now

at the Gwendolen Apts
Largest square footage
in Pampa. 665-1875

NO transportation, not a
problem. These large |
bdr. apts. w/ appliances,
are in walking distance
to everything you need
665-4274

SCHNEIDER  Apart
ments. Call for special
rates. Short term lease
Business people wel
come. 665-0415

97 Furn. Houses

FULLY Furnished
Executive Home, pre
viously rented by oil
company in Pampa. 3
bdr., 2 ba., 2 car gar,, 2
liv areas. C h/a. $1500
mo.+ utilities. Call 972
468-6111

R e
98 Unfurn. Houses

A ST M S b A
1 bdr. $300 mo., 2 bdr
$450, 3 bdr. $750, §
bdr. $1500. Call 662
7557

FOR Rent: Avail. Now
936 S. Dwight, 3 bdr

1-1/2 ba. $650 mo., wa
ter paid. Avail Feb |, 2
bdr $550 mo., | bdr
$400 mo. $500 security
deposit on all proper
ties. Call 898-0049

NICE 4 bdr & 2 bdr
Stove & refrig. incl
Rent based on ref. 663
6121,669-2139

VERY clean 1 bdr
Partly furnished. $375
mo. + dep. 665-1193
662-8324

Y SMALL 3 room house:

Perfect for single. $250
mth, $300 dep. 665-
8550, 662-4675 '

VERY NICE!
2 bedroom, | bath home
| car garage
Stove & Refrigerator *
Fenced Yard
$550 mo, $400 dep.
413 N. Nelson
806-662-0620

99 Stor. Bldgs.

TUMBLEWEED
Acres, self storage
units. Various sizes,
665-0079, 665-2450.
T A R R <

102 Bus, Rental

DOWNTOWN  office
space for rent. Utilities
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking.
669-6823

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841

et et
103 Homes For Sale
e i AN

2 bdr. house, 1124 S
Wells. 4-1 bdr. efficien-
cies on | property-1109
thru 1113 S. Banks-
HUD appr. 8 unit | & 2
bdr. 700 & 710 N. Rus-
sell-HUD appr. Contact
Ed Hedgecoke for de-
tails, 806-217-1018

H

BEAUTIFUL 3,526 sq
ft. home, 1715 Chris
tine, 3 bd/3 172 b, fp
in den, oversize 2 car
garage, lots of storage
Dbl corner lot
$230,000 to view call

John 806-570-0622

FSBO, 123 Walnut Dr.,
4hbd, 1,3/4 & 1/2bth, 4

car gar., covered patio,
B06-665-3524

RENTAL house for
sale, 3 bdr, Iba. Un-oc
cupied. As is. 806-886
1674

OWNER  will ' carry

313-Miumi. 2 bdr., 1'ba
665-4595. Trustar RE
TRUSTAR Real Estate
for all your complete
real estate needs. Show
list, property mgmt
665-4595

115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED

Acres, Storm Shelters,
fenced, stor. bldg. avail
665-0079, 665-2450

121 Trucks

2007 Chevrolet Colora-
do Truck for sale,
32,000 miles, 669-6483
after Spm or 662-5858.°

|

128 Aircraft ‘
e R ————
25% Membership i

sale.
for det

Cessna 172 for
Call 440-1347
tails

Pumping Serv.

REED’S
PUMPING
SERVICE

Let Reed’
Your Needs!

806-669-3682

s Meet

£

IEDS!



also helped 83 families with Christmas toys.

“Some things you feel like you make a difference on,
and that was one of them,” said Bivens.

During a break-in the occurred shortly before the holi-
days, the Good Samaritan’s office was broken into, and
$830 in cash and a money order were stolen. Since then,
the group has made up the difference.

“We did get donations,” said Bivens. “We made up
for it, but we spend a ton of money in December, too,
because we have more people. But we did get back what
we lost.”

During 2011, the group also received $1,000 to go
towards a new storage building.

“I’ll be able to keep toys and seasonal stuff that | have
no place for,” said Bivens. “They’re still working on it.
They don’t have the bottom of it sealed.”

She says that the group needs kitchen items at the
moment, as well as electric heaters.

Despite the year’s setbacks, Good Samaritan’s con-

tinues to help people in Pampa, with the assistance of

around 40 volunteers.

“We're always looking for volunteers,” said Bivens.
“We believe in this place. We think we have good ser-
vices. We appreciate the people of Pampa. We could not
do this without all of the donations. They are so good
about clothes and shoes and blankets, but there’s some
things that when there’s such a high demand, you’ve just

Show.

cont. from page 1

jackpot show (through entrance fees and concessions)
goes back into the association, and that helps keep our
livestock shows going each year.”

I'he Top O’ Texas Livestock Show has been a Gray
County tradition for over 60 years, Shults said, and it
serves as a good show to kick the year off right for the
youth involved

“It’s a good starter show to get the kids and ani-
mals in the rings and get them fired up for the majors
down the road,” she said. I like it because it's a local
show and it brings a lot of the local kids and families
together, especially to start the year, and it supports
our local programs.”

A former show participant who has also watched her
daughter grow up raising livestock, Shults said that it
was important for her to help steward six-plus decades
of tradition, especially with the values that the contests
instill into Pampa’s kids

“I truly believe that there are a lot of life lessons
learned whenever your kids are raising their projects,”
she said. “It teaches them responsibility and hard work
ethic, and it just teaches them to put someone before
themselves because you have an animal to take care
of | think it's very important because the type of
kids these programs form are the type of kids we want
going into the workplace and being our future.”

Crimes

cont. from page 1

1ssaults, increased about 26 percent during 2011, with an
estimated 437 assaults in Pampa

“There are probably many factors,” said McCullar of
the increase. "It could be job loss. Some people have
stressors 1n their lives more than others.”

She said that simple assaults outnumber aggravated,
and typically victims drop charges against the other per-
son involved

In 2011, incidents of identity theft nearly doubled
from the year before, with 26 reported cases. McCullar
believes that this increase can be attributed to people’s
growing awareness of the crime

“I think that people are getting more knowledge about
it, and | think they’re just starting to report it more,” she
said. “I don’t think it’s really going up any more than it
has in the past.”

Obtaining your credit report to keep an eye on activ-
ity associated with your name is one way to limit
your exposure to this crime. TransUnion, Equifax and
Experian each offer credit reports for free, and McCullar
recommends requesting the information from all three
companies the first time you check your credit history.
I'he next year, you can call a different agency every four
months, so that you are checking your credit history three
times a year.

“I haven’t seen it here in Pampa, but one thing that is
going up is identity theft on kids, so it’s really important
for parents to keep an eye on that, because with a child’s
identity being stolen, you have 16 or 17 years, depend-
ing on when it’s stolen, before it’s even looked at,” said
McCullar. “So it wouldn’t be a bad idea to run your kids,
and (the report) should be blank.”
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shoot his son in the hall of the boy’s
middle school. In an office across
town, a police chief insisted that his
officers had no choice.

And scores of others in  this
Texas border city wondered: Could
the death of 15-year-old Jaime
Gonzalez have been prevented?

A day after police fatally shot an
eighth-grader who was brandish-
ing a realistic-looking pellet gun,
his anguished parents pleaded for
answers, demanding to know why
police didn’t try a Taser or bean-
bag gun before resorting to deadly
force.

In front of the family home, the

‘ father lamented his loss and called

| on authorities to explain their
actions.
“Why three shots? Why one in

| the back of the head?” asked Jaime

Gonzalez Sr.
Some standoffs with police last

three or four hours, he said. This

one “took not even half an hour.”

But Brownsville interim Police
Chief Orlando Rodriquez said the
preliminary autopsy report showed
the boy was not shot in the back of
the head.

There was broad agreement
among law enforcement experts: If
a suspect raises a weapon and refus-
es to put it down, officers are justi-
fied in taking his life. The shooting
also raised questions about whether
pellet guns should be marked in a
way that would easily distinguish
them from real handguns.

Rodriguez defended his officers,
saying the younger Gonzalez point-
ed the pellet gun at police and
repeatedly defied their commands
to put it on the floor.

He said the boy was shot twice
in the torso. Asked about the par-
ents’ suggestion that there had been
a shot to the back of the head,
Rodriguez said, “It’s a laceration as
a result of the fall.”

The Brownsville Herald, which
reviewed the report, confirmed the
preliminary finding that the boy
died of two gunshot wounds, one to
the chest and one to the abdomen.
T'he report, signed by pathologist
Elizabeth J. Miller, noted Gonzalez
had a laceration to the right side of
the head consistent with a fall.

Officers spoke with the boy’s par-
ents Thursday and exchanged infor-
mation with them, Rodriguez said.

Authorities also released a 911
recording from Cummings Middle
School. The assistant principal on
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Moments before he was killed,
Jaime began to run down a hallway,
but again faced officers. Police fired
down the hallway — a distance that
made a stun gun or other methods
impractical, Rodriguez said.

If the situation had involved hos-
tages or a gunman barricaded in a
room, police might have tried nego-
tiations. But instead, Rodriguez
stressed, this was an armed student
roaming the halls of a school.

The two officers who fired have
been placed on administrative leave

standard procedure in police
shootings. Rodriguez expected
them back at work soon.

Under federal law, pellet or BB
guns must be sold with an orange
band around the tip of the barrel
so they can be distinguished from
real weapons. But law enforcement
experts say users often remove the
bands, and the coloring can some-
times be hard to see.

Gonzalez's gun had no markings,
according to Rodriguez.

Cary Young, a program coor-
dinator at Sam Houston State
University’s Law Enforcement
Management Institute, said pellet
guns are often painted black so the
orange tip no longer shows up. An
officer dealing with someone hold-
ing such a gun has no choice but
to consider it a deadly weapon, he
said.

“If a reasonable officer believes
it’s a deadly weapon, he has the
right to protect himself and oth-
ers,” said Young, a police officer in
Texas for 20 years.

California considered legislation
last year that would have made the
state the first to require that BB and
pellet guns to be made entirely with
bright colors, but lawmakers did not
approve the measure.

The bill was proposed after a
Los Angeles police officer shot a
13-year-old boy carrying a pellet
gun in a park. The boy was para-
lyzed.

Although the gun
a Beretta handgun

a replica of
had an orange

Beck

appears to be another in a series of
incidents that might have been pre-
vented if pellet and BB guns looked
different from other weapons.

“Nobody can give me a legitimate
downside to this,” said Beck, who
testified in support of the failed
California legislation. “Does it hurt
the sport? No. For me, this is just
another way to keep folks safer.”

The Brownsville shooting unfold-
ed quickly Wednesday just as stu-
dents were beginning their first-
period classes. The boy walked into
one room and randomly punched a
classmate in the nose.

School staff saw the gun in his
crotch and called police. The build-
ing was swiftly locked down, and
the shots were heard a short time
later.

Gonzalez said his son was not a
bad kid, an assessment supported
by the district superintendent.

The teen was a drum major
whose band instructors had recent-
ly praised his achievements to his
parents, his stepmother, Noralva
Gonzalez, said.

She showed off a photo on her
phone of a beaming Jaime in his
drum major uniform standing with
his band instructors. Then she
flipped through three close-up pho-
tos she took of bullet wounds in her
son’s body.

Jaime’s father said he didn’t know
where Jaime got the gun. Police
believed it was a gift, and a friend
of the boy’s, Star Rodriguez, said
Jaime told her that. But she didn’t
know who gave it to him.

His parents said they would never
give him a gun.

Later Thursday, a long line of
mourners filed past.an open casket
containing Jaime’s body at a church
a block from the boy’s home. His
stepmother sobbed as she embraced
each visitor.

The school was closed Thursday
while police finished their crime-
scene investigation. Students were
bused instead to a new elementary
school that was recently completed
on the outskirts of Brownsville but
had not yet been used.

District spokeswoman Drue
Brown said 17 counselors were
working with students and staff.
Cummings has a student body of
about 750, but only 200 students
came to classes Thursday.
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