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New hope, but also new problems for Skinner

m Missing windbreaker jacket could be
‘key to everything,” Death Row inmate said

ALLAN TURNER
Associated Press

LIVINGSTON — Henry Skinner is
a small man with a crooked nose, acid
tongue and keen mind. Convicted of

fatally pummeling his lover with an
ax handle and stabbing her adult sons
in a 1993 New Year’s Eve rampage in
the Texas Panhandle, he has used his
17 years on death row to assail Texas’
criminal justice system as “cunning and

deceptive.”

In a case that has
become an inter-
national anti-death
penalty cause célé-
bre, Skinner since
2001 has battled to
obtain DNA testing
of items he believes
will clear him of the
Pampa killings of
Twila Busby and her sons, Randy and

Skinner

b3

LOOK FAMILIAR?

photo courtesy of Della Moyer

Attendees of the Harvester Class of 1972 reunion get ready to take a tour of Pampa High School on Saturday
morning. More REUNION PHOTOS are on page 8.

Elwin.

Skinner’s campaign for more test-
ing has twice prompted courts to stay
his scheduled executions. His quest
has been complicated by his first law-
yer’s decision to abandon DNA test-
ing after examination of clothing worn
by Skinner the night of the killings
revealed traces of the victims’ blood.

Despite prosecutor-sanctioned testing
of a few items in 2000 and a 2011 U.S.
SKINNER cont. on page 2

Rodeo prep
progressing
smoothly

THE PampA NEwS

Preparations are moving forward
smoothly for the 2012 Top O’ Texas
Rodeo, scheduled for Aug. 9-11 at the
Top O’ Texas Rodeo Grounds.

Rodeo office manager Cindy Kemph
said Sunday that this year’s event is
up to 38 official sponsors, including
new additions Pampa Regional Medical
Center and Pampa Fuels.

“We’ve got all of our major sponsors
in place, so we’re ready to go as far as
that goes,” said Kemph. “Any time you
can pick up a bunch of new sponsors,
it’s a very good thing. Some of them,
we’ve reached out to and some of them
contacted us. Any time people call you
and ask you to be part of what you’re
doing, that excites us.”

Pampans should be seeing promo-
tional material around town for the
rodeo soon, Kemph added.

“Rodeo posters should be being put
up at stores in town before too long,”
she said. “They are at the printer. I did
get the final proof on those. We’ve been
calling on our business banners for the
fronts of stores, so those will be going
up around the first week in August.
We’re working with the Chamber and
some of the retail merchants on some
really neat stuff for the parade.”

An unfortunate subtraction from the
RODEO cont. on page 8

Hospice care common, but misconceptions abound

® About 1.58 million patients received
hospice services nationwide in 2070

MoLLIE BRYANT
mbryant@thepampanews.com

In 2010, about 1.58 million patients
received hospice services, according to
the National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization. Despite its prevalence,
since Accolade began providing hospice
services a few months ago, Lindsey Been
and Collin Rains of Accolade have noted
a number of misconceptions surrounding
the service, which assists patients during

the last several months of life to maintain
quality of life.

“Typically, they’ve been given a diag-
nosis or they know that they’re no longer
going to actively treat (the disease),” said
Been. “At some point, they will decide
that they want hospice care, and that can
be either outpatient, in the home, or it can
be at an inpatient facility.”

“Hospice is a way of assisting and
being there for them as their disease
progresses and being able to change your
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care plan as the disease changes, so that
you’re keeping the patient comfortable,”
she added.

Patients don’t necessarily have to leave
home for hospice services, and Accolade,
for instance, sticks to outpatient care,
which Rains describes as “patient-spe-
cific.”

“Each patient, whether on home care
or hospice, has their own individual care
plan,” she said. “It’s not one size fits all
for everyone. It’s tailored to that specific

patient based on their needs, which will
fluctuate and change.”

A patient has the right to choose his or
her hospice services, which are available
in Pampa from Accolade, BSA Hospice
and Interim HealthCare.

“We live in a rural part of the country,
but hospice is able to go most everywhere
in Panhandle, through one agency or
another,” said Been. “That’s one of the
big misconceptions.”

Rains said that many people believe
hospice only offers care for patients with
cancer, but services can aid people with
diseases from congestive heart failure
to dementia. Also, hospice is not just for
elderly patients.

HOSPICE cont. on page 3
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50%
High 79 High 81 High 83
Low 65 Low 64 Low 65

Today: A 50 percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Some of the storms could pro-
duce heavy rain. Cloudy, with a high near 79.
North northeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight: Showers and thunderstorms likely.
Some of the storms could produce heavy rain-
fall. Cloudy, with a low around 65. North wind
around 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Tuesday: A 50 percent chance of showers
and thunderstorms. Some of the storms could
produce heavy rain. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 81. East northeast wind 5 to 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, mainly before 1am.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 64. East wind
5to 15 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near
83. East wind 5 to 10 mph.

Wednesday: Night Mostly clear, with a low
around 65. East southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.
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Texas docs cut back on poor patients

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The
number of Texas doctors willing to
accept government-funded health in-
surance plans for the poor and the el-
derly is dropping dramatically amid
complaints about low pay and red
tape, showed a survey by the Texas
Medical Association provided to
The Associated Press Sunday before
its Monday release.

Only 31 percent of Texas doc-
tors said they were accepting new
patients who rely on Medicaid, the
health insurance program for the
poor and disabled. In 2010, the last
time the survey was taken, 42 per-
cent of doctors accepted new Med-
icaid patients. In 2000, that number
was 67 percent.

Texas doesn’t have enough pri-
mary-care doctors to serve the size
of the state or its rapid population
growth. The doctors’ reluctance
to take on new Medicaid patients
comes at a bad time, since the new
federal health care law proposes
adding 6 million additional people
to the Texas Medicaid rolls with the
intent of ensuring every U.S. citizen
has access to health insurance. The
state ranks last in the nation in terms
of percentage of people insured,
with 27 percent of Texans without
any kind of insurance, according to
a March Gallup poll.

Doctors complain that the Texas
Medicaid program pays only half
of the actual cost of most services,
leaving them to absorb the losses.
The Republican-controlled Legisla-
ture cut Medicaid reimbursements
to doctors by a total of 2 percent
in 2010 and 2011 and dramatically
reduced payments for patients who
qualify for both Medicaid and Medi-

care, the health care program for se-
nior citizens.

“Every business has a break-
ing point and physicians’ practices
are no different,” said Dr. Michael
Speer, president of the Texas Medi-
cal Association.

The association, which has 46,000
members and is the largest state
medical association in the country,
surveys 1,000 doctors every two
years to assess patient loads. The
survey samples a cross section of
Texas’ doctors in a variety of spe-
cialties and doctor ages.

Doctors appeared to be losing
patience with government-funded
health care plans in general. The
number of doctors accepting new
patients who rely solely on Medicare
dropped from 66 percent in 2010 to
58 percent in 2012. More than 78
percent of doctors in 2000 said they
would accept new Medicare patients.

While the federally managed
Medicare program pays better than
state-controlled Medicaid, doctors
found caring for those patients to be
onerous because of the paperwork
required.

“All the bureaucratic red tape and
administrative burdens only serve to
increase the cost of running a prac-
tice while diverting a physician’s
attention away from patient care,”
Speer said. “What’s lost in the health
care debate is the simple fact that
patients need a doctor when they get
sick. And physicians want to take
care of patients and not push endless
reams of paper around our desk.”

More than 54 percent of doctors
said they are not accepting patients
in the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, a state-run program for

poor children. In Dallas County,
more than 68 percent of doctors said
they would not treat new children
who use CHIP.

The association said the state
needs to do more to bring in doc-
tors, because many are expected to
retire over the next 10 years. Almost
half of Texas medical students must
leave the state for residency training
because there are not enough posi-
tions in the state, and studies show
most doctors settle where they per-
form their residency. The association
is calling on the Legislature, which
funds most residency programs, to
fund additional spots to keep stu-
dents from leaving.

Republican leaders have passed
major tort reform laws to bring down
the price of malpractice insurance in
Texas, but that hasn’t done enough
to solve the shortage of primary care
physicians. Texas has 72 primary
care physicians per 100,000 peo-
ple in urban areas and only 52 per
100,000 in rural areas. The national
average is 128 primary care physi-
cians per 100,000 people.

Catherine Frazier, spokeswoman
for Gov. Rick Perry, said the state
has made some progress, citing that
the number of obstetricians in rural
Texas has grown by 27 percent. She
said the governor will do more.

“Gov. Perry understands the im-
portance of fostering an environment
that encourages doctors to get li-
censed and practice in our state, and
tort reform has been the most pow-
erful tool in achieving that goal,”
Frazier said. “Regarding Medicaid,
Gov. Perry has long acknowledged
the system is broken, unsustainable
DOCTORS cont. on page 8

Skinner

cont. from page 1

Supreme Court ruling
that opened a new avenue
to such testing, rape kit
specimens, knives, fin-
gernail scrapings and an
apparently bloodstained
windbreaker found near
Busby’s body still have
not been examined.

All that changed last
month when the Texas
attorney general’s office
dropped its opposition
to testing and, in tandem
with Skinner’s lawyers,
compiled a list of more
than 40 items for high-
tech examination.

The items, collected by
police at the crime scene,
are to be turned over to
Texas Department of
Public Safety lab techni-
cians.

“This nightmare is al-
most over,” Skinner said
in a recent death row in-
terview. “I’'m looking
forward to the day I can
leave. TI’ll either leave
with a few boxes under
my arm or in a box. I’ve
already spent 18 years in
hell.”

The state’s seeming
capitulation appeared a
breakthrough for Skin-
ner, who, with a self-
professed 1Q  above
150, has orchestrated a
free-Skinner ~ campaign
through frequent prison
cell pronouncements and
postings on his Web site,
“Hell Hole News.”

Even as  Skinner’s
lawyers and supporters
breathed a sigh of relief,
though, it once again ap-
peared the victory might
be only partial. State
lawyers admit that, after

a thorough search, they
cannot find the wind-
breaker, which Skinner
attorney Rob Owen called
a key piece of evidence.

Owen, a University of
Texas law professor cur-
rently teaching at North-
western University Law
School, said that based
on stain patterns, a foren-
sic expert for Skinner be-
lieves the jacket probably
was worn by the killer.

Although the jacket
was not introduced as
evidence at Skinner’s
trial, legal experts said
the state should have
preserved the garment
pending the case’s final
resolution. “These issues
come up all the time,
sometimes 10 or 15 years
later,” said South Texas
College of Law Professor
Ken Williams. “It’s the
responsibility of the state
... to put it away in a safe
somewhere.”

Said  Skinner: “The
state has a lot of explain-
ing to do. ... That jacket is
key to everything.”

Owen said the impor-
tance of the jacket might
grow if tests on other
items prove “less illumi-
nating.”

“The jacket appeared to
have sweat stains, human
hairs,” Owen said. “It was
a rich source of DNA that
could have been tested.”

Attorney general’s
spokeswoman Lauren
Bean responded that —
like his attorney in 1994
— Skinner did not seek
DNA testing of the wind-
breaker when then-Gray
County District Attorney

John Mann agreed to test
some unexamined items
in 2000.

In his recent inter-
view, Skinner insisted
the jacket probably be-
longed to Busby’s uncle,
Robert Donnell, a man
who reportedly raped the
woman and harassed her
at a party the night of her
death. “He was a vodka
alcoholic and as mean as
a snake,” he said of Don-
nell, who died in a 1997
auto crash.

Skinner said the wind-
breaker was “eight sizes
too big to fit me,” but
added, “Donnell was
built like a fireplug. He
was stout, wide, burly.”

Bean reported Busby’s
mother told a Pampa po-
lice property custodian
that her daughter fre-
quently wore the wind-
breaker.

Suspicion against Don-
nell never consid-
ered a suspect by police
or prosecutors — arose
through an investigation
by Northwestern Univer-
sity journalism students.
They interviewed former
Pampa resident Debo-
rah Ellis, who reported
she had witnessed Don-
nell uncharacteristically
scrubbing out his truck a
week after the murders.
He seemed nonchalant
about the slaying of a
close relative, she said.

Viewing a photograph
of the now-missing wind-
breaker, Ellis identified
the garment as having
belonged to Donnell, said
David Protess, a former
Northwestern University

professor who supervised
the students. Addition-
ally, she told students,
Donnell never wore the
jacket after the murders.

Protess said Ellis also
told students that Donnell
had threatened his wife
that “if she kept yakking
her mouth, he would do
the same thing to her that
he had done to Twila and
her sons.”

“One of Twila’s friends
told them that Twila had
complained Donnell had
molested her, raped her at
one point,” Protess said.
“Witnesses at the party
told students Donnell had
been making advances ...
hitting on her, stalking
her, harassing her. That
led to her leaving the par-

ty early.”
In his recent interview,
Skinner reiterated the

claim that, as Busby at-
tended the New Year’s
party, he lay unconscious
at their shared home as
a result of unwittingly
consuming a vodka drink
laced with codeine. He
said he remained uncon-
scious throughout the fa-
tal attacks.

After the crimes were
discovered, police found
Skinner at the home of a
female friend about four
blocks away. The wom-
an testified that Skinner
expressed concern that
he had killed Busby and
threatened to harm her if
she notified police.

The woman later re-
canted parts of her tes-
timony, but an appeals
court found that uncon-
vincing.

Obituaries

Don Thompson, 83

Don Thompson, 83, fin-
ished his journey and went
home to be with his Lord,
Sunday, July 8, 2012 in his
home.

Services are 2 p.m. Tues-
day, July 10, 2012, at Bri-
arwood Church with Rev.
Lynn Hancock, pastor, of-
ficiating.

Burial is at Fairview
Cemetery with military
honors courtesy of U.S Air
Force Altus Air Base. Ar-
rangements are under the
direction of Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors.

Don was born September 17, 1928 in Viroqua, Wiscon-
sin. Don married Lois Guinn on March 9, 1951 in Wau-
rika, Oklahoma. He has been a resident of Pampa since
1961. Don was a veteran of the U.S. Army serving in
Germany at the end of WWII and he later reenlisted into
the U.S. Air Force serving at Sheppard Air Base in Wich-

Thompson

ita Falls. Don owned and operated Eagle Radiator Shop
for 25 years retiring in 1993. He was a longtime member
and deacon of the First Assembly of God Church.

Survivors include his wife, Lois Thompson of the
home; a son, Kelly Thompson and wife Michelle of Al-
len; two daughters, Becky Hopper of Pampa and Kar-
en Hannah and husband Adrian of Tucson, Ariz.; eight
grandchildren, Corey Sublett of Houston, Ginny Elliff
of Pampa, Jill Henkel of Tucson, Ariz., Crystal Men-
doza of Sayre, Okla., Ashley Parker of Battle Ground,
Wash., Ben Hannah of Dallas Port, Wash., and Jessica
Thompson and Emily Thompson, both of Allen; nine
great-grandchildren; four sisters, Jean Peterson of Viro-
qua, Wisc., Janice Skrede of Sandy, Utah, Bernie Camp-
bell of Sauk City, Wisc. and Jerri Kellicut of La Crosse,
Wisc.; two sisters-in-law, Pauline Phillips of Oklahoma
City and Marion Thompson Hauthorn of Tacoma, Wash.;
and a brother-in-law, Bob Cole of Waurika, Okla.

Don was preceded in death by a brother, Dwaine
Thompson; a sister, Joyce Bolt; his mother, Edna Thomp-
son Hulsether; and his father, Leonard Thompson.

Please sign the online register at www.carmichael-
whatley.com.
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Guthrie festival kicks off in Okla.

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — The Woody Guthrie Folk
Festival kicks off this week in the singer-songwriter’s
hometown in Oklahoma.

The Tulsa World reports the festival runs Wednesday
through Sunday in Okemah. It features performances by
Guthrie’s son, Arlo Guthrie, and rising star and fellow
Okemah native John Fullbright.

The festival is free, except for an Arlo Guthrie concert,
which organizers say will help offset costs.

Woody Guthrie is known for the anthem, “This Land
is Your Land” and his songs about the poor and down-
trodden.

He was born nearly 100 years ago in 1912.

Voter ID law on trial

WASHINGTON (AP) — The fate of Texas’ controver-
sial new voter ID law — which requires voters to show
photo identification at the polls — is set to be decided
this week in a federal court in Washington.

The state, which claims the law will prevent voter
fraud, is seeking to persuade a three-judge panel to
uphold the statute. The Justice Department and a slew of
intervening groups say the law disproportionately affects
minority voters, violating the federal Voting Rights Act.
They want it thrown out.

The case will be a test of the Voting Rights Act, passed
in 1965, which was designed to protect minorities’ rights
to vote.

The Justice Department set up this week’s court fight
when it blocked implementation of the law in March.
Texas quickly filed a lawsuit in federal court, bringing
the two sides back to Washington for the second time in
months.

Dead teen was robbing house

FORT WORTH (AP) — Fort Worth police say a high
school student who was found shot to death had been
robbing a house with two men when she was fatally
wounded in an exchange of gunfire. Two other suspects
were arrested.

Police revealed Saturday that 17-year-old Claudia
Hidic of Fort Worth had been a suspect in the robbery,
along with Curtis Fortenberry and Terrance Crumley,
who are 21.

Police said in a news release that the three went to the
house June 28 planning to rob the occupants. During the
robbery gunshots were exchanged and Hidic was shot
in the head. Her body was found near the back door of
a home.

Police said Crumley turned himself in Saturday.
Fortenberry was already in custody on unrelated charges.
They are charged with felony murder.

Pair injured in plane crash

TAOS, N.M. (AP) — New Mexico state police say
two people from Texas were injured when their small
plane crashed near Taos.

The single-engine plane went down in mountains
west of the city around 10 a.m. MDT Saturday.

Police say the aircraft’s two occupants — 57-year-old
James Thompson and 42-year-old Angela Thompson of
Dallas — were hospitalized with non-life threatening
injuries. The two have a summer home in the area.

The airplane departed a Taos airport and was flying
over trail heads when it went down.

Police say the Federal Aviation Administration will
investigate the cause of the crash, which left the plane
with heavy damage.

N.M. police finish border op

LORDSBURG, N.M. (AP) — New Mexico State
Police and federal agents are wrapping up an aggressive
effort to round up illegal weapons and stall narcotic traf-
ficking in New Mexico’s Bootheel area.

The New Mexico State Police Aircraft Section is
finishing Sunday its participation an “Operation Ridge
Line,” a joint field operation with the New Mexico
National Guard Counter Drug Support Task Force and
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

“Operation Ridge Line” is the first of several opera-
tions that the State Police Aircraft section will join
throughout the year.

The U.S. Border Patrol is building an outpost in the
state’s Bootheel to battle human smuggling and drug
trafficking. Federal officials say the mountainous area is
one of the nation’s last unguarded border regions.

Stolen car recovered after 42 years

DALLAS (AP) — Nearly 42 years after someone stole
his 1967 Austin Healey 3000 from a Philadelphia apart-
ment complex, Bob Russell is back in the driver’s seat.

Russell, 66, a retired sales manager, spent years surfing
the Internet looking for his car and eyeing similar Healeys
on the road.

Still, he didn’t hold out much hope of ever finding the
vehicle he paid a friend $3,000 for back in 1968, only to
find it stolen the morning after taking his future wife out
on their second date.

Instead, it was listed for sale by a dealer in an online
auction, which is where a restless Russell came across it
when he rolled out of bed a few weeks ago and wandered
onto eBay.

“Ever since eBay showed up, I'd check it periodically,”
Russell said. “I checked it on Friday, May 11, and there it was.”

Wastewater plant goes solar

WESLACO (AP) — The 1,316 solar panels at
Weslaco’s southern wastewater treatment plant gleamed
in the heat June 27 — their second day on the job. When
the panels were officially plugged in last week, the
facility went from being an energy consumer to a self-
supporting energy generator.

“We did see the meter turn backward here — when
you’re producing more energy than you’re using and
your energy company will pay you back,” said Eric
Kay, technician specialist and master electrician with
Meridian Solar, which installed the panels.

That result was exactly what city leaders were aiming
for when they secured a $1.8 million grant from renew-
able energy stimulus funds to build the solar energy sys-
tem. The panels will absorb enough energy to power the
entire plant — saving $75,000 per year — and still feed
extra into the power grid.

What's fair, and not fair? True and not true?

Tom MARGENAU
Creator’s Syndicate

Q. I am 61 years old. My hus-
band is only 51. I have worked
most of my life and paid Social
Security taxes for many years. And
now I’ve learned that I will not be
able to collect a dime of my Social
Security until my husband is get-
ting his own Social Security. This
is totally unfair!

A. Yes, it would be totally unfair
if it was true. But it’s not true. You
can get your own Social Security
retirement benefit, beginning as
early as age 62, whether your hus-
band is 51 or 151 ... or 21, for that
matter. His age, and his Social
Security eligibility, have nothing
to do with your potential entitle-
ment to benefits.

It is true that you wouldn’t be
able to collect any dependent wife’s
benefits on his record until he is
old enough for Social Security and
getting his own monthly checks.

But you are talking about your
own monthly checks. And nothing
about him and his Social Security
has anything to do with you and
your own Social Security retire-
ment benefits.

Q. I just heard something about
Social Security that is making my
blood boil! I am 63 years old and
never worked outside the home.
My husband is 62 and is still work-
ing. He doesn’t plan to retire and
apply for Social Security until he
is 66 years old. And I was told I
have to wait until he signs up for
Social Security before I can get
any Social Security myself. If this
is true, I’'m upset. But here is what
really ticks me off. I have a friend
who is divorced. She is 62 years
old. Like me, she never worked.
Her ex husband, like my husband,
is 62, and he’s still working. He
also plans to keep working until
age 66 before he applies for Social
Security. But my friend says she
has already applied for divorced

wife’s benefits, and her checks will
start soon! How can this possibly
be fair?

A. It’s totally fair. And I’ll
explain why. It all has to do with
the issue of dependency -- the core
entitlement issue for any kind of
Social Security spousal benefit.

You and your husband are still
married. Because you don’t work
outside the home, you are finan-
cially dependent on your husband.
That’s what makes you potentially
eligible for a dependent wife’s
benefit on his record. But because
he is still working, the law assumes
he is still supporting you financial-
ly. There is no reason to pay you a
dependent spouse’s Social Security
benefit while your husband is still
working. To put it more bluntly:
why should the taxpayers support
you when your husband is still sup-
porting you?

Someday he will retire, and
Social Security will start paying
him a retirement benefit that’s
intended to partially replace
the income he’s lost because he
stopped working. And at that time,
Social Security will start paying
you a wife’s benefit that’s intended
to partially replace that portion of
his income he was using to support
you.

But your friend’s case is differ-
ent. The law cannot assume that
her ex husband is supporting her.
So the rules cut divorced women
a bit of a break. She is able to get
a dependent wife’s benefit on her
husband’s record even if he isn’t
yet getting Social Security retire-
ment benefits himself. He simply
has to be old enough to qualify for
benefits. You said your friend’s
ex is 62. That makes him old

enough for Social Security. And
your friend is also 62, meaning she
is also old enough to qualify for
divorced wife’s benefits.

Q. You recently wrote a col-
umn where you mentioned a
divorced woman getting benefits
from her husband’s account. And
he was still living. I think you are
wrong. A divorced woman cannot
get benefits from her ex husband’s
record until he dies.

A.No, I’'mnot wrong. A divorced
woman can get benefits on her ex
husband’s Social Security record
while he is still living.

Any woman age 62 or older can
get a dependent wife’s benefits
on her husband’s Social Security
retirement account IF she isn’t due
higher benefits on her own Social
Security record. And as explained
in the answer to the prior question,
a divorced woman may be able to
get spousal benefits even if her ex
isn’t getting Social Security him-
self yet.

Q. How come my wife isn’t get-
ting half of my Social Security?
My monthly check is $1,850.
She’s only getting $700 per month.
Shouldn’t she be getting $925?

A. If this isn’t the most common
question I’'m asked, it’s certainly
in the top five! A wife is entitled
to half of her husband’s Social
Security check IF she waited until
age 66 to claim such benefits. But
most women start getting depen-
dent wife’s benefits before age 66.
And those benefits are reduced
roughly one half of one percent for
each month they are taken before
66. I'm guessing your wife started
getting benefits between age 62
and 63, meaning she’s due less
than 40 percent of your rate.

If you have a Social Security question,
Tom Margenau has the answer. Contact
him at thomas.margenau@comcast.net.

Top TxDOT execs’ salaries up 42.5 percent

AUSTIN (AP) — Top executive salaries at the
Texas Department of Transportation are up more than
40 percent since last year, and paychecks of other
high-level managers at the revamped agency have
also risen sharply amid deep cutbacks elsewhere in
state government, a newspaper reported Sunday.

An analysis by the Austin American-Statesman
showed that the three highest-paid TxDOT execu-
tives make an average of almost $251,000. That
includes executive director Phil Wilson, a longtime
aide to Gov. Rick Perry who was hired in October.
Wilson’s salary of $292,500 would have been higher
before criticism halted an $88,500 pay hike.

Since last year, the average salary of TxDOT’s three
best-paying jobs is up 42.5 percent. The agency’s 10
highest-paid workers bring home an average of more
than $200,000 — a 21.4 percent spike from 2011.

Wilson told the newspaper (http://bit.ly/Ne20On0
) that the Legislature last year authorized steep pay
bumps because they recognized the need for a new
kind of leadership.

For years, TxDOT has been beset by legislative and
internal scrutiny for issues ranging from transparency
to communicating with the public.

A report by a state review council last year also
urged consolidated financial operations and new
leadership.

Wilson once served as Texas Secretary of State and
is a former lobbyist, and his hiring illustrates the cul-
ture shift in a department where his predecessor was
an engineer who made about $100,000 less.

“They all realized we need this kind of talent to run
a complex agency,” Wilson said.

But the big raises, largely unnoticed by the public,
haven’t trickled down to the rank-and-file. The aver-
age salary of the department’s 11,500 workers is
$48,000, up 3.7 percent from last year.

State Rep. Joe Pickett, an El Paso Democrat who
led the House Transportation Committee in 2009-

10, questioned the wisdom of the elevated pay
amid severe state spending cuts. For instance, the
Legislature cut $4 billion for public schools last year,
and a tight budget will again be a dominant issue
when lawmakers reconvene in January.

“I know most (TxDOT executives), and they’re all
good people,” Pickett said. “But it’s got to be relative
to the rest of state government. They’re asking all of
us to do more with less.”

Wilson has created several new upper-echelon
positions. Among them are the director of innovative
finance and debt management at $250,000 a year, as
well as a new chief planning/projects officer and a
chief administrative and strategy officer, both making
$245,000 a year.

Wilson also hired Scott Haywood — who formerly
worked for Perry and in the secretary of state’s office,
as well as for an aerospace company — as chief of
staff at $135,000 a year. That position is also new.

Agency spokesman Bob Kaufman said some of
the new hires took “significant” pay cuts to work at
TxDOT. Kaufman, a former spokesman for Dell Inc.,
was hired in January at $190,000 to be the depart-
ment’s chief communications officer.

Kaufman said the department’s new hires, as well
as some TxDOT managers “can command salaries
that are 3-4 times their state salary.”

Terri Hall, a longtime TxDOT critic and who fre-
quently railed against long-term toll road lease deals
with private companies in front of the Legislature,
said she worries the hiring push could put new
momentum behind the practice.

“If these guys think that this constitutes a remake
of TxDOT, it does, but in the completely wrong
direction,” Hall said. “To me, it’s not worth it to pay
20, 40, 50 percent more (to TxDOT managers) to
get more expensive roads that nobody can afford to
travel on.”

Hospice

cont. from page 1
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“There are young people
that, for some reason, have
a terminal illness, and get
to the point that they don’t
want to endure treatment
any more,” said Rains.
“That’s when hospice
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would be a good option.”

One of the largest myths
is that hospice care ends
after a patient’s death.
Accolade provides grief
support to the patient’s
family for up to a year.

“If the family member’s
having a rough day, they
can call and say, ‘I need
to talk to somebody right
now,”” said Rains. “There
are many different levels.
There’s group support if
you want it, just whatever
you feel like you need at
the time.”
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IEWPOINTS

Today in History

Today is Monday, July 9, the 191st day of 2012.
There are 175 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On July 9, 1962, the Ferus Gallery in Los Angeles
began exhibiting pop artist Andy Warhol’s now-
famous set of 32 paintings of Campbell’s soup
cans.

On this date:

In 1540, England’s King Henry VIII had his
6-month-old marriage to his fourth wife, Anne of
Cleves, annulled.

In 1776, the Declaration of Independence was
read aloud to Gen. George Washington’s troops in
New York.

In 1816, Argentina declared independence from
Spain.

In 1850, the 12th president of the United
States, Zachary Taylor, died after serving only 16
months of his term. (He was succeeded by Millard
Fillmore.)

In 1896, William Jennings Bryan delivered his
famous “cross of gold” speech at the Democratic
national convention in Chicago.

In 1918, 101 people were killed in a train colli-
sion in Nashville, Tenn. The Distinguished Service
Cross was established by an Act of Congress.

In 1947, the engagement of Britain’s Princess
Elizabeth to Lt. Philip Mountbatten was announced.

In 1951, President Harry S. Truman asked
Congress to formally end the state of war between
the United States and Germany. (An official end
to the state of war was declared in October 1951.)

In 1974, former U.S. Chief Justice Earl Warren
died in Washington, D.C. at age 83.

In 1982, Pan Am Flight 759, a Boeing 727,
crashed in Kenner, La., killing all 145 people
aboard and eight people on the ground.

In 1986, the Attorney General’s Commission on
Pornography released the final draft of its report,
which linked hard-core porn to sex crimes.

In 1992, Democrat Bill Clinton tapped Tennessee
Sen. Al Gore to be his running mate. Former
CBS News commentator Eric Sevareid died in
Washington at age 79.

Ten years ago: The Senate voted to entomb
thousands of tons of radioactive waste inside
Yucca Mountain in the Nevada desert, rejecting
the state’s fervent protests. Speaking in New York,
President George W. Bush called for doubled pris-
on terms and aggressive policing to combat fraud
and corruption in corporate America. African lead-
ers launched the African Union. Baseball’s All-
Star game in Milwaukee finished in a 7-7 tie after
eleven innings when both teams ran out of pitchers.
Academy Award-winning actor Rod Steiger died
in Los Angeles at age 77.

Five years ago: President George W. Bush
directed former aides to defy congressional sub-
poenas, claiming executive privilege in resisting
Congress’ investigation into the firings of U.S.
attorneys. Sen. David Vitter, R-La., whose tele-
phone number had been disclosed by Deborah
Jeane Palfrey, the alleged “D.C. Madam,” said in a
statement he was sorry for a “serious sin” and that
he’d already made peace with his wife. A jury con-
victed four Muslim militants of plotting to bomb
London’s public transport system. Character actor
Charles Lane, 102, died in Santa Monica, Calif.

One year ago: South Sudan became the world’s
newest nation, officially breaking away from
Sudan after two civil wars over five decades that
had cost millions of lives. During his first visit to
Afghanistan as Pentagon chief, Defense Secretary
Leon Panetta said that al-Qaida’s defeat was “with-
in reach.” Derek Jeter homered for his 3,000th hit,
making him the first player to reach the mark with
the New York Yankees.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor-singer Ed Ames is
85. Actor James Hampton is 76. Actor Brian
Dennehy is 74. Actor Richard Roundtree is 70.
Author Dean Koontz is 67. Football Hall-of-Famer
0O.J. Simpson is 65. Actor Chris Cooper is 61.
TV personality John Tesh is 60. Country singer
David Ball is 59. Rhythm-and-blues singer Debbie
Sledge (Sister Sledge) is 58. Actor Jimmy Smits
is 57. Actress Lisa Banes is 57. Actor Tom Hanks
is 56. Singer Marc Almond is 55. Actress Kelly
McGillis is 55. Rock singer Jim Kerr (Simple
Minds) is 53. Actress-rock singer Courtney Love
is 48. Rock musician Frank Bello (Anthrax) is 47.
Actor David O’Hara is 47. Rock musician Xavier
Muriel (Buckcherry) is 44. Actor Scott Grimes is
41. Actor Enrique Murciano is 39. Musician/pro-
ducer Jack White is 37. Rock musician Dan Estrin
(Hoobastank) is 36. Actor-director Fred Savage is
36. Country musician Pat Allingham is 34. Actress
Megan Parlen is 32. Rhythm-and-blues singer
Kiely Williams (31w) is 26. Actor Mitchel (cq)
Musso is 21. Actress Georgie Henley is 17.

Thought for Today: “They always say that time
changes things, but you actually have to change
them yourself.” — Andy Warhol (1928-1987).
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Important unknown ‘person’ in campaign

For almost everybody in American
politics -- except those shadowy
individuals and companies, with
their own unrevealed agendas, that
make six-figure undisclosed contri-
butions to influence the 2012 cam-
paign -- any lingering “passion for
anonymity” has been totally over-
come.

Turn on the TV and flip the chan-
nels, and chances are good that you
will find an on-camera interview
with some campaign’s manager,
pollster, consultant, field director,
press secretary, driver or reception-
ist. When pushed, all of those inter-
viewed will, almost without excep-
tion, emphasize what a caring but
strong, thoughtful but decisive, and
humorous but serious-minded candi-
date they are privileged to be work-
ing for.

The foregoing qualities of charac-
ter and disposition are testified to by
those campaign people working for
presidential candidates. After what
some might consider a misspent
youth and middle-age covering
American politics, I have concluded
that Americans’ vote for president is
the “most personal” vote that any of
us casts. We are far more apt to cast
a vote based upon issues -- whether
education, taxes or the environment
-- when voting for Congress or the
U.S. Senate, where we generally
don’t have a real personal “feel” for
the candidates, than in our individual
presidential decisions. Because of
the information overload, we have
heard from the presidential nomi-
nee’s former classmates, in-laws,
co-workers, neighbors and baby-
sitters, and we feel we have a semi-
informed sense of what kind of a
person the would-be president really

is.

Let me intro-
duce you to the
Most Important
Unknown
Individuals
(other than the
billionaire-
underwriters) in
2012 politics:

MARK The Campaign
SHIELDS Advance Person
or, simply,

Advance.

Think about it: How do we, out-
side of the rare soul-baring interview
or the televised one-on-one debate,
form our impressions of the presi-
dential nominees? By observing in
his public and personal appearances
whether each nominee is natural or
programmed, unpretentious or self-
confident, quick or uncurious, funny
or boring.

This is the job, in large part, of
Advance, whose mission is to para-
chute into a city or town s/he has
never before visited and to organize
the candidate’s visit to this crucial
battleground state in four days or
fewer.

Advance has to make countless
politically sensitive decisions. Who
will be -- or not be -- invited to greet
the candidate at the airport arrival?
Who, if anyone, will be allowed to
travel with the candidate from the
airport, from the hotel, to the event,
from the event, back to the airport?
Will that be the most influential local
journalist? The mayor? A potential
major donor? The party chair?

If the candidate’s public appear-
ance will be an indoor rally, Advance
has to choose the site. If the room
holds 500, then you need a crowd of

750 to demonstrate enthusiastic sup-
port and political momentum. The
Advance Person is responsible for
that crowd showing up. This could
mean enlisting friendly unions, civic
or business associations, or ethnic
or religious groups to turn out their
members.

Then there are the campaign signs
for the event. Again, Advance must
make sure they are clever, tasteful
and hand-painted. Why hand-paint-
ed? To show ours is a grassroots,
volunteer-heavy campaign. Because
the TV cameras are often behind the
crowd, the signs need to be painted
on both sides. If the event is out-
doors, Advance has to know that the
sun will not be in the candidate’s
eyes or casting a shadow on the
stage.

Where is the food and transporta-
tion for the press covering the can-
didate? Where is the private spot the
candidate can get a nap or collect his
thoughts? If the candidate is greeting
blue-collar workers at a factory gate,
Advance knows that the only time
workers will pause to shake hands is
on their way into work, which they
will postpone, never on the workers’
way out of work, when they’re in a
hurry to get a beer or get home.

If everything works for the can-
didate event and the cameras cap-
ture an approachable, intelligent and
spontaneous candidate, Advance has
done its job. If anything goes wrong,
Advance has screwed up. That’s
what makes the Advance Person’s
the most important, unknown job in
campaign 2012.

Since 1988, Mark Shields has provided
weekly political analysis and commentary
for PBS’ award-winning PBS NewsHour.
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WELL, THS 1S ENIBARRASSING.

AMERICAS HOTTER...

We welcome your letters

To ensure publication, please adhere to the following guidelines:

e Letters should be brief and to the point. All correspondence will be edited for length and clarity.

o All letters must be signed. Submit your name, address and telephone number with the letter for verifica-
tion. Only your name and city will be published.

e Defamatory comments will not be published.

¢ E-mail submissions are welcome.

* The views and opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect those of The Pampa News or its staff.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday, July
10,2012

This year, just when you think you are
on cruise control, the unexpected hits. Un-
til you understand and see the end results,
this pattern could be disturbing. What oc-
curs will point to what is frivolous in your
life. If you are single, relationships formed
this year will not be stable for at least a
year. Time together is the real indicator of a
couple’s longevity. If you are attached, you
could feel waves of excitement but might
not always love the form they take. Your
bond will be far more dynamic in the long
run. Be aware that this process will be chal-
lenging at times. ARIES is high voltage.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average;
2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% The unexpected occurs, but oth-
ers respond in a caring, distinct manner and
want to be included. You might feel tense
as aresult of this surprise, a family member
and/or a domestic matter. Brainstorm away,
and you’ll find a solution. Tonight: Beam in
what you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

% %% You look at a situation much dif-
ferently than others do. You gain sudden
insight and, as a result, can move forward
with a personal matter very quickly. Keep
conversations flowing, but if you need to,
do take some personal time. Tonight: Take
a night off just for you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% You could be taken aback by
someone you care a lot about. You will
discover just how unpredictable this person
might be. Show your caring through words,
but also through your actions if you want to
be trusted. Tonight: At a game, or anywhere
people are.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% %% You could be stunned by some-
one’s ideas. You clearly care about this per-
son, but you might not agree with his or her
style. Do not let an innate difference create
tension between you. Tonight: Throw your-
self in the whirlwind of living.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

* %%k * Look at the big picture. You
might feel much better and more empow-
ered after you express the bottom line. You
could feel as if someone is toying with you
before this moment. After making your
statement, you couldn’t care less. Tonight:

Follow the music.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% You might want to rethink some-
one’s comments. You could be oversensi-
tive and take something the wrong way.
In fact, you might be creating your own
tension and stress. A partner acts in a most
unexpected manner. Tonight: Find your fa-
vorite person.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% Others seem to be “hunting”
you down. Enjoy the popularity, and do not
make a big deal out of changing your plans.
Listen with care to a loved one’s feedback;
you could be quite delighted. A respected
person, boss, parent or elder makes de-
mands that you might choose to ignore.
Tonight: Out with your pals.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

% %% Others appear to be flaky, and
no matter what stage of life you currently
are in, you are left holding the bag. Detach
from not-so-friendly feelings seasoned
with resentment, and get done what you
must. Tonight: Could go late.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%%k * Your sense of humor helps
loosen others up, and you create a smile
wherever you are. Be open about your feel-
ings -- you will appreciate the response you
receive. Differentiate between a long-term
relationship and just fun flirting. Tonight:
Be careful not to start a problem with a
loved one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% You cannot get away from a do-
mestic concern, at least until it has been
appropriately handled. You know when
enough is enough and set boundaries as a
result. A close loved one or associate seems
to be in a very different frame of mind. To-
night: Head on home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

*%k* Keep a conversation moving.
If you or the other person overthinks, you
could become far more closed off. There is
alot to be gained if you let yourself be vul-
nerable. Be careful about mixing business
and pleasure, as you could cause yourself
a problem. Tonight: Out to a favorite place.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* %% Be aware of your spending and al-
low greater emotional sharing to occur. You
can give in ways that are more meaningful
if you stop and think about it. Let your cre-
ativity emerge, and allow greater give-and-
take. Tonight: Keep to your budget!
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2 Happy Ads

ILOVE YOU
VERY MUCH!!
GENNIE
& ELIDIA V.
From
MOM

10 Lost/Found

I
LOST male white Pom-
eranian, coconut ears &

collar & tags.
“Zules”. Reward. 806-
570-4721

Caprock Apts. Loving,
good puppy. Call 414-
331-9609

CHIHUAHUA  found
on the Highway by the
Jr. High. Female with
red/brown collar, no
tags. White with dark
spots. Call 664-0154

14d Carpentry

I
OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
Call

HOUSE Cracking? In
bricks or walls? Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. 800-
299-9563, 806-352-
9563

14n Painting

PAINTER’S PLUS.
Painting, Texturing,
Drywall & Remodeling.
Reasonable Rates. Free
Estimates.
806-207-0375
or 806-779-0851

14r Plowing/Yard

MOWING, edging,
weedeating. Light haul-
ing, handyman work.
Reas. rates. Retired
maint. man. 665-5923

14s Plumbing

JACK’S Plumbing
715 W. Foster
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ing & Air and Refriger-
ation Specialists since
1964!! 665-1212.

21 Help Wanted

21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to
fully investigate adver-
tisements which require
payment in advance for
information, services or
goods.

NOW Hiring Satellite
Technicians. Will train.
Must pass background
& drug test. Call Matt

" 928-221-1119 to apply

RED River Steakhouse
now hiring Waitresses,
P-T Cooks & Catering

- Professionals. No exp.

needed. Positive atti-
tude & willing to learn.
Apply in person or call
806-779-8940, McLean

EXPERIENCED
DIESEL
MECHANIC

Must pass drug test
Salary depends on
experience. Apply in
person!

No_Phone
Calls Please.
Triangle Well
Service
129 S. Price Rd.
Pampa, TX.

Local
Construction Co.
looking to hire

Single Hand
Combo Welders
Riggers &
Pipefitters
also needed

2 years minimum
exp. Must be able
to pass weld test.
Long term employ-
ment opportunity
($18-24 / hr for
qualified welders)
Must pass
drug test

*Benefits include:
Health Ins.
(aft. 90 days)

Vacation
(aft. 1 yr. of service)

Competitive Wages

Apply in person
Conner
Industries
118 Bunton
Borger, Tx.
No
phone calls please

21 Help Wanted

— |
PAMPA ISD is accept-
ing applications  for
Full-Time Custodians.
Work Schedule during
the summer will be M-
F, 5am-2:30pm and be-
ginning in August 1pm-
10pm. Please apply
online at:
www.pampaisd.net or in
person at Carver Cen-
ter, in the Personnel Of-
fice, 321 W. Albert,
(669-4700  Ext. 45).
Pampa ISD is an EOE.

P-T Painter needed for
150 unit apt. communi-
ty. Apply at
1601 W. Somerville
665-7149

NEED Part-Time Ba-
bysitter for 11 yr old
child, in my home.
Mail or bring your re-
sponse w/ references
and contact info to
Box 23, c/o Pampa
News 403 W. Atchi-
son, (PO Box 2198)
Pampa, Tx 79066

SAFETY Trainer: Safe-
ty background w/ train-
ing exp & computer
skills helpful. Bi-lingual
a +. Some travel. Send
resume to P.O. Box
1172, Pampa, Tx 79066

Brown, Graham
& Company, P.C.
Texas Regional CPA
firm seeking Staff
Professionals for
Amarillo & Amarillo
Area offices. CPA or
CPA Exam eligibility
required.  Competi-
tive  compensation
and benefits with op-
portunity to grow for
candidates ~ desiring
challenging work in a
family oriented firm
while living in a

great community.
Send resume to:
Firm Administrator
P.O. Box 20210
Amarillo, TX
79114-2210
or e-mail
hr@bgc-cpa.com

SIVALLS Inc. is look-
ing for the following:
Welder-Fabricators

Welding & Drug test
req. Benefits: health
ins., profit sharing,
401K, 8 paid holidays
& 10 days vacation per
year. 806-665-7111

SECRETARY Wanted.
QuickBooks experience
required. Call 806-217-
0399.

Lead Tech,

ently.

Positions in
LDAR program available
in Borger, TX.
Positions incl Supervisor,

Techs, and Repair Tech.
Refinery atmosphere. F/T
benefits. Outside work w/
ability to work independ-

Fax resume to
408-490-4239

Monitoring

21 Help Wanted 21 Help Wanted 60 Household
I S S
: LOVESEAT & Couch
—— — We Are Growing-
GETPAIDTO | | Come Grow With Ust | for Sale, Off White with
EXERCISE!!! We need a Truck| Flower Pattern, Good
We are seeking an en-§ | pyiy- Condition, $200 for the

ergetic, full-time team| |er who has a current| set Call 806-440-2237

Say
Happy
 Birthday to
friends for
FREE
as low as [tfems for
$69 .o Sale priced
see display under $50
FREE
$3
with N
photo
FREE
ads for

free

Pampa Realty Inc. 669-0007

Jim Davidson ewow) 662-9021
Linda Lapacka, eeasoc. e, eo.)..... 662-9611

member with a pas-
sion for helping oth-
ers to assist our Phys-
ical Therapist and
Doctors with thera-
peutic exercises and
physical rehab proto-

CDL, good driving re-
cord & can pass drug
test. We offer compet-
itive wages, 401K, 2
weeks paid vacation
after 1 year.

Bourland & Leverich

OLD fashioned dbl bed,
mattress, box springs &
dresser. Drop leaf kitch-
en table & 4 chairs-light
oak color. 669-1489

COFFEE table w/ iron

cols. If you are punc- 5 Suppll}/' (ilo. legs $75. 669-1985.
tual, have a great at- orger Highway LOVESEAT

titude and are will- 1(\}1727 Hew;y ”i SZle.) $75

ing to learn..fax| [ SEPUORECAISDIEASE | o 1985

your = resume (0} pp pice Borger, TX QUEEN MATTRESS

(806)665-0537. BED FRAME

is accepting applica- BOX SPRING

tions for Industrial

PART TIME

POSITION

Circulation

Dept.

About 25 hrs. per
week. Hours vary
including days and
nights.
Must _work every
Sat., be 18 yrs. old,
have current driv-
er’s license with im-
peccable driving re-
cord & be able to
drive a standard
transmission.
Job consists of hand
inserting supple-
ments into the news-

Form Carpenters. Must
be experienced. Resume
to chowe@derice.com
or call 806-274-7187

PLUMBING & HVAC
Helper. Current D.L. &
no criminal record. Ap-
ply in person only, 522
S. Cuyler, 8-5 Mon-Fri

MAID Service help
needed. Apply in per-
son at Black Gold Mo-
tel, 12029 E. Frederic,
Pampa.

CNA’S and LVN’s
needed. Apply in per-
son at Pampa Nursing
Center, 1321 W. Ken-
tucky. EOE

$150
669-1985

2TVS
$20 EACH
669-1985

CURTAINS & BED-
SPREADS $5 EA
669-1985

DOUBLE
MIRROR $50
669-1985

69 Misc.

]
NEW Queen Mattress
Set $246. Twin $150.
Red Barn, 1424 S.
Barnes. 665-2767.

LARGE

WASHER, dryer, table,
chairs, refrig, stove,

rockers, china cabinets,

paper, running the ; o o6 755
racks, etc. N e » reezer, etc. 662-
. \%\i&&vj NEW RATES & SPE-
Apply in Person | | F=grerzo ass | CIALS for advertising
8am-Spm in the City Briefs (on
Mon-Fri Sales [lyatge$ 22;81 ASI.Of E]uly
Consultant St, $2.50 per line (was
Th?\f; i;npa W&W seeks an in- ?4.15 per line), also 4
. dividual who is ex- | line minimum instead
403 W. Atchison | | perienced with cus- | f 2 lines. Buy a City
Pampa tomer service, ]%rief for the Sat. eqi-
No phone calls friendly, organized.| fion, get same ad in
. Mon. City Briefs, Free
please computer literate
and able to multi-| °F buy 2 days get the
task. F/T position 3rd day of the same ad
and salary based on Free. Must schedule
“Hands On” Pa- exp. Benefits in- 3rd day at time of pur-
tient care position| | clude: health insur-| chase-
in busy multi-disci- | |ance, retirement & F or deadlines or ques-
plinary healthcare| | paid holidays. tions call Beverly, at
office. Clinical ex- Please FAX g;‘; SP ampa News, 669-
perience a plus. your resume to: .
Willing to“ train. b 31§0-838-§54197 N MEMORY _ Gardens.
Put your “people y Tues, July 17th | ¢, "7 o 50, Spaces
skills” to work. Apply in person | ¢ 4 ke ‘Garden of
Fax resume 100N.PriceRd | Groce for sale. Call
to (806)665-0537 Pampa, TX 254-898-1660.
AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

7-9 CRYPTOQUOTE

URVLJW NGSF JPLWDHGFR CG

CAPPC CDP “JPAR” LR JGC

SIJKLVP URVLJW NGSF XGXVPF
RYUJLPK CG HSN WFGXPFLPR.

FDPCU WFLERKPN IGDIJRG]
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: WE MUST ALL HANG
TOGETHER, OR ASSUREDLY, WE SHALL ALL
HANG SEPARATELY. — BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

&n‘uy Pampa MLS & Amarillo MLS
/\' Z

312 N. Gray St. Pampa, Tx 79065 Ancrea Waling ..........cccerrvvnnn 664-6227
Century 21 Agents 7eb SqilofS...........vvviivnivncn 664-0312
Smarter. Bolder. FaSter: g Couter...vve 5950779
Katrina Bigham........ccuinnn: 898-8510
John Goddard exeasoe) .o, 595-1234

Sandra Schuneman e asec) ... 662-7291

AUSTIN SCHOOL DISTRICT North and Northeast
1101 Christine St ... 4/3/2 - 4278 SF/GCAD

2732 Beech Ln.... $175,000 ... 3/2/2 - 2298 SF/GCAD
2200 Dogwood Ln $172,500 ... 4/2/2 - 2629 SF/GCAD
2417 Navajo Rd... $146,000 ........... 3/1.75/1 - 2100 SF -per owner

1616 Russell St...
2541 Christine St
2511 Charles St
2320 Christine St....

............... 3/2/2 - 2313 SF/GCAD
...3/1.75/2 - 2050 SF/GCAD
... 3/1.75/2 - 1537 SF/GCAD
3/2/1 - 1234 SF/GCAD

2406 Mary Ellen St........... $110,000 ............. 3/1.75/2 - 1464 SF/GCAD
930 Christine St ................. $89,000 .................. 3/1/0 - 1402 SF/GCAD
LAMAR SCHOOL DISTRICT Southwest
1514 McCullough Av .......... $87,500.........cc........ 3/2/2 - 1242 SF/GCAD
310 West Stuvveeieie, - 1917 SF/GCAD
1114 S Faulkner St............. - 1440 SF/GCAD
100 SWells St......covvevee. . .5/2 - 1388 SF/GCAD
409 N Nelson St................. $40,000.................. 3/1/1 - 1008 SF/GCAD
TRAVIS SCHOOL DISTRICT West and Northwest
1916 Lynn St o $149,900 ......cooo....... 4/2/2 - 2258 SF/GCAD
1424-1426 Dwight........... $149,000 ......covvonn. 2704 SF/GCAD Duplex
1816 Zimmers St ............. $136,000 ............. 3/2.75/2 - 2114 SF/GCAD
2113 Lynn St e $118,900 .....ovvve. 4/2/2 2007 SF/GCAD
1510 N Wells St............... $118,000 ............. 3/1.75/2 - 1544 SF/GACD
1048-1050 N Dwight St. ..$115,900 ................... 2407 SF/GCAD Duplex

1908 ZIMMerS ........... $110,000 ......... 3/1.75/2 - 1633 SF/GCAD
2128 N DWight St............ $59,500 ... 3/1/1 - 1064 SF/GCAD
1216 E Kingsmill AVe......... $35,000 ... 3/1/2 - 1136 SF/GCAD
1324 Garland St.............. §29,000 .. 2/1/1 - 909 SF/GCAD
OTHER AREAS Outside Pampa City Limits

612 Ware Av, Groom......... $130,000............. 3/1.75/4 - 1637 SF/CCAD
415 Hattie St, Miami......... $125,000 ......coov.n... 3/2/2 - 1562 SF/RCAD
503 Ware, Groom .......ccecevvvvvves $123,000.......000000.. 4/2.75/1 - 2828 SF/CCAD
804-806 W. Jackson Ave, WD ... $120,000.......... 4/2/2 - 2536 SF/CCAD duplex
708 Daffodil, WD............... $110,000......c0ccrree.. 3/2/2 1772 SF/CCAD
705 E 6th St, Lefors........... $87,900................ 3/2.50/0 2128 SF/GCAD
820 S Steele, WD............... $80,000........cc........ 3/1.5/2 1534 SF/CCAD
420 Grove St, McLean......... $75,900........ccccmennnn. 3/1/1 1077 SF/GCAD
600 W 3rd Av, WD ............. $67,500 ..., 3/1/1 1104 SF/CCAD

3/1/0 - 1494 SF/CCAD
.................. 3/2/2 - 1642 SF/CCAD

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY & LAND

Perryton Parkway........ $2,503,828................. 9.58 acres east of hospital
120 S. Gillespie St $4,100/mo For Lease - 7,372 SF/GCAD

11756 Hwy 152......... $2,500,000.... 12 acres, 2 bldgs 25,000 SF each
30th & Charles St...... $1,400,000........ 45.9 acres of land N of Walmart
FM 14 Rd, Lefors........... $530,000 530 acres w/water well
30th & Charles ............. $435,600 ......cccciririirinn. 5 acres in city limits
500 W Harvester Av.......$350,000 ..........c..cc..ov.eee. Lots south of United
748 S Price Rd.............. $350,000.... 3 Ac. + 14,400 warehouse offices

302-308 W Foster......... $309,900
117 - 121 Ballard.......... $230,000
854 S Hobart/900 Wilks St. $175,000
420 W Foster Av........... $165,000
Harvester St $150,000 60 x 110 Bldg Lots
FM 2300 & 1-40, Groom.$145,000 Quonset & 6+/- acres
1435 Alcock St $135,000....2 Bldg. 3,200 SF/GCAD; 1,020 SF/GCAD

4 Retail Outlets 10,874 SF/GCAD
24,500 SF/GCAD
....................... 4 Lots + 10’ on north
Houston Lumb & Gas Station

523 W Foster Av.............. $85,000 .......ccimririieiin, 7,598 SF/GCAD
301 & 305 W Foster Av...$75,000 3,500 SF/GCAD each
23rd & Crescent Dr.......... $65,000............ Lot 4 Bk 1 North Crest Sec 1
Chaumont Addition .......... $35,000 ..o Lots 1 & 2 Block 2
Dogwood LN. ..o, $22,000 ..., Lots 15-17 & 40’ of 18
Wall Stoee, $15,000 ..., 1/2 Block
Fraser Annex #3 28th ......$10,000 ........ccococveevrnrn. Lot 8, W45" Blk 71
Holly Lot 10.....ccvveiane, $10,000......ccc0...... Residential Lot 85’ x 120’
Dogwood LN ....cvvvviiinee, $9,000 ... Lot 2 & 40.35’ of Lot 1
Jupiter St $9,000....... Lot 3 Blk 4 Country Club Heights
Jupiter St $9,000....... Lot 7 Blk 3 Country Club Heights

Bdrms/Bath/Garage -
SqgFt/County Appraisal District

Office Hours: M-F 8-5, Saturday 9-2,

Sunday call our agents.
Visit our web page at: www.pamparealtor.com

L Shopper’s'Square

th
% Call The
" | Pampa News at
| 806-669-2525 to

place your ad in
“The Shopper’s
Square” today!

Advertising

Advertise Your
Business Here!

To place an ad in The Pampa News’ Shopper’s Square, call us at 806-669-2525! Get Noticed. Get Results.

Auto Body

.

Roofing

[

}_/—-—-_—..\____———\
PRESTIGE

We feature name brand car and
truck accessories and a state-of-
the-art collision center. Whether it's
repairing your vehicle back to it's
factory look or adding automotive
accessories, our professionally
trained staff will take care of you.

(806) 665-3500

101 S. Hobart Pampa, TX

- a2
Advertising
LW I

Construction
Services
Available

Paul
Blake

806-655-3094

“Serving Satisfied
Customers Since 1978.”
Insurance

\Welcome

ROOFING

FREE Estimates!
1501 4th Ave. Canyon, TX

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call The
Pampa News at
806-669-2525 to
place your ad in
“The Shopper’s
Square” today!

\"Tn

Claims
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I
69a Garage Sales
I

ATTENTION!!
DEADLINES
for Classified Line
Ads for Fri. & Sat.
Editions this also

includes City Brief
Ads!!

Fri. Deadline is
Thurs. before 12
noon.

Sat. Deadline is
Thurs. before

2pm.

You are always
welcome to call
and ask ques-
tions, 669-2525-
so you won’t
miss the deadline
for your ad.

80 Pets & Suppl.

FOUND black Lab pup-
py in the parking lot of
Caprock Apts. Loving,
good puppy. Call 414-
331-9609

89 Wanted To Buy

NEED Money Now?
We Buy & Sell Houses
& pay Top $$

Call today!! 665-1875

95 Furn. Apts.

0

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver-
tised herein is subject
to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise "any prefer-
ence, limitation, or
discrimination be-
cause of race, color,
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or
national origin, or in-
tention to make any
such preference, limi-
tation, or discrimina-
tion." State law also
forbids discrimination
based on these fac-
tors. We will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real
estate which is in vio-
lation of the law. All
persons are hereby in-
formed that all dwell-
ings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ROOM For Rent, $100
week, all bills paid in-
cluding cable. Private

WHITE Deer Motel,
incl. cable & WI-Fi.
Weekly or mo. rentals.
883-2022 or 665-1875

K&B  Properties.
Ref. & dep. req. Lake-
view Apts. 669-4386

CAPROCK
APARTMENTS
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms
with rent starting as

low as $415 / mo.
Pool and on-site laun-
dry, W/D hookups in
all 2 & 3 bdrms.
665-7149

HOMES & APTS. 1
and 2 bdr. Largest sq.
footage in Pampa. 665-
1875

LRG 1 bdr. apts. w/ ap-
pliances, are in walking
distance to things you
need. 665-4274, 663-
2579.

SCHNEIDER  Apart-
ments. Call for special
rates. Short term lease.
Business people wel-
come. 665-0415
I
98 Unfurn. Houses
I
PICK up rental list, in
the Black Box, at 125 S.
Houston, Pampa.

NEW Construction 2
and 3 bdr Townhomes
w/ 1 car gar., in Wheel-
er, TX. 972-989-8019

WWww rivercrestproperty.com

Look What’s Free!!

Individual Unit
Homes
Attached Garages
After School
Programs
Affordable Rent

Hampton Villages
Now Touring
Call (806)440-0054
to schedule
your tour!

|
98 Unfurn. Houses
|

RENT or Sale, 1909
Dogwood Ln. 3 bdr, 2
car gar, 2 liv areas, 2
1/2 ba. Deck, fireplace,
mother-in-law  house.
$1280 mo., $600 dep.
Call 806-662-4200

|
102 Bus. Rental
|

DOWNTOWN  office
space for rent. Utilities
& cleaning service pro-
vided. Ample parking.
669-6823

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841.

103 Homes For Sale

]
2526 Christine. 3 bdr.,
2 ba., 2 liv areas. Dbl.
car gar. $135,000. Call
806-886-2056.

2715 Aspen, 4 bdr., 2
ba. Fully refreshed / up-
dated. Move-In Ready.
2780 sq. ft. $229,500.
806-664-3011

3/2.5/3 on 2.3 acres.
Lrg bonus rm w/ stairs
to partially decked attic.
Laundry / work area.
Walk-in  pantry. Fpl.
Lrg fenced back yard.
Call 669-3095

4 bdr., 2 3/4 ba., 2 liv
areas, approx. 2700 sq.
ft. Completely remod-
eled. New floors, paint,
& cabinets. $149K No
Owner Finance. Call
595-0234.

4 bdr., 3 bath. Steel
fence backyard, vinyl
fence front yard. In
Skellytown. Owner will
carry, $50,000. Call for
details, 806-336-5225
or 806-336-4824

8485 LOOP 171
4 Bdr., 2 Ba. Home
3300 Sq Ft
3 Car Garage
Newly Remodeled
2 Acres
$325,000
(806)898-3666

BEAUTIFUL, well kept
home in  desirable
neighborhood. 3 bdr, 2
ba. FSBO. 806-663-
6465 or 806-662-4010.

NEW Construction.
custom 4 /3/2 in Wheel-
er, TX. 972-989-8019
WWWw_rivercrestproper
ty.com

TRUSTAR Real Estate
for all your complete
real estate needs. Show,
list, property —mgmt.
665-4595.

104 Lots

SALE OR RENT
Trailer House Lots
Call
669-6990 or 664-0066

3 adjoining corner lots
in Pampa. Paved on ea.
side. 50ft x 136ft. Zon-
ed residential. 918-671-
4680, 806-669-9568

|
112 Farms/Ranches

]
GRAY County McClel-
lan Creek Ranch. 3520
Acres, live water creek,
lake, fish, wildlife. Me-
sas, elevation changes,
hay meadows. Excellent
fencing. “The Most
Beautiful Ranch in the
Texas Panhandle”. Has
not been hunted. Plenty
of deer, turkey & quail.
Lots of water. Nice
house. Reduced to
$1295 / Acre. Johnny
Street 806-847-7400

www streetrealestate.com

114 Recre. Veh.

07 Montana Mountain-
eer 5th Wheel, 36°, 3
slides, a/c, heater,
gas/elec 10 gal. H20
heater. Qu. bed, encl
shower, awning, A/C,
ceiling fan, tv w/ dvd,
pwr front jacks, Irg
fridge, sleeper sofa bed.
Very Clean! $29,900.
806-662-1056
1986 Interbox
33 foot Toy Hauler

All Steel, Wench, Auto
Jack, Tie Downs, Cab-
inets, 3 new tires, 3
axle.

Call 580-649-8373
to see
Reduced!!!!
Priced For Quick Sale

2002 Wildcat
27 ft. Sth Wheel
1 Slide Out
Awning
TV
Propane or Elec.
Refrigerator
& Water Heater
Very
Nice & Clean!!
$9900.00
Call 665-0131
or see at
928 Wilcox
Pampa
|

115 Trailer Parks

]
TUMBLEWEED
Acres, Storm Shelters,
fenced, stor. bldg. avail.
665-0079, 886-2230

120 Autos

IDEAL FOR
COLLECTORS!
1979 Pontiac TransAm.
White / blue, Irg bird on
hood. One owner!
24,500 actual miles, 6.6
L, 403 Eng. Auto. trans-
mission. All original.
Good price. $21,900.

Call 806-665-4836

2000 Toyota 4Runner
Limited, 4x4, sunroof,
grill guard, KC lights,
loaded, white w/ tan
leather, 145k miles,
$10,000 OBO 806-440-
1347.

2002
Buick LaSabre
Limited
Metallic Beige
New Windshield
New Tires
114,500 Miles
Asking $7400
Call 669-6014

2000 Porsche
911 Carrera

53,500 miles, maroon
& black convertible.

122 Motorcycles

S
2002 Harley Davidson
V-Rod Collector’s Edi-
tion, silver
chrome accessories.
Mint condition, 4,000
miles. $24,000 new,
selling  for  $14,000.
806-440-1347.

2005 Yamaha Royal
Star  with trike Kkit.
10,000 miles, black
with silver, back rest &
windshield. Mint condi-
tion Asking $11,500.
Call 662-3497

CUSTOM
2009
HARLEY FATBOY
w/ TRAILER
Less than 1600 miles,
custom paint, lowered.
300 rear tire. Lots of
chrome, alarm system,
custom spare seat. Too

w/all |

. -

Dear Abby...

=

DEAR ABBY: Over the
past month I have accidentally
dialed a couple of wrong num-
bers. Because no one answered,
I didn’t think it was necessary to
leave a message.

Abby, both times the recipient
of the wrong number called me
to find out why I had called. The
first time it was an irate mother
demanding to know why I was
calling her kid’s cellphone. She
threatened to call the police if I
ever called again. The second
individual also angrily demand-
ed to know why I was calling.
These folks could not accept the
fact that I had simply misdialed.

I feel their reactions were
unwarranted. Would you
agree? What is the best way to
respond if it happens again? --
HONESTLY MISTAKEN IN

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

earlier, but I didn’t. Her body
recovered, her mind did not.

I built a new house with a
separate suite for her. My wife
and I tried to care for her for
a year, but I'm disabled and
Mom was afraid of my wife.
There was never a moment’s
peace. Fearing for our collective
health, I finally placed Mom
into an assisted living facility. It
was one of the hardest decisions
of my life.

My children criticized me but
offered no alternatives. I vis-
ited her as often as possible.
Because I could no longer drive,
I sent someone with gifts and
treats for her. Mom died in 2007
after 10 years in the facility.
The last few years she didn’t
know me from a doorknob. Her
disease left my wife and me

affect the physical, mental and
financial health not only of
the person with the disease,
but also his or her caregiv-
ers. When caregivers attempt
to shoulder these responsibili-
ties alone, they put their own
health at risk. Moving your
mother into a residential facil-
ity was a way to ensure she got
the care she needed and take
care of yourself at the same
time.

Alzheimer’s disease is often
referred to as a “marathon,
not a sprint.” That’s why it’s
important for caregivers to
get help -- whether it’s a resi-
dential facility, professional
in-home help or family and
friends. If they don’t, the
results can be disastrous.

It’s common for caregiv-

New tires. Tiptronic many extras to list! ° I ! ) )
transmission. Bought last summer PLANO, TEXAS drained emotionally and finan- ers to feel guilty and wish
Great Condition!! from dealer. One DEAR HONESTLY cially. I still feel guilty for not they could have done more,
$26,500 Owner. MISTAKEN: People call doing more. The look of fear on but it’s important that you
806-898-0702 Ag"ﬁ?t $3$()21§l£n(\;§sgd wrong numbers every day. A her face haunts me still. Is this let these feelings go. You
S ing ,  misdial can occur if the caller normal for someone in my cir- did everything you could to
1988 Corvette Make me an offer! ., i
Good Condition!! Must See!! is in a hurry or has poor cumstances? -- ONLY CHILD ensure your mother received
#*New Tires Located in vision, and it should not be a IN FLORIDA the best care possible. If
**New Exhaust Pampa, TX cause for panic or rudeness. If DEAR ONLY CHILD: Yes, you need to talk to someone
**Tinted Power Cell# 713-516-1309 it happens again, the best way it’s very common. I’m sorry about your feelings, call the
- Xj“g%"zflise 2000 Honda Valkyre to respond is, “I misdialed. for your mother’s passing Alzheimer’s Association toll-
s . Interstate I’m sorry I bothered you.” and the difficult years you free 24/7 helpline at 800-272-
Over $3500 engine - k e 4
work done has: Then end the call. and your family experienced 3900, or visit alz.org online to
$12,000 negotiable! HFadrllI;g DEAR ABBY: My mother’s because of her illness. find a local chapter or support
Call 806-663-2996 Red & Blok Alzheimer’s became apparent Given the progressive group.
TRY M&S Auto for all In after she was in a car accident. nature of Alzheimer’s, it
your auto needs me- Excellent Condition! 1 should have noticed the signs can be extremely taxing and
chanical to detailing $7500
120 ;]().l(i)mcy’ 669-6990 806-662-4909 Answer to yesterday’s puzzle:
amaro E—— r,
Just Like New! 126 Boats & Access. -BANANAGRAMS, SNNEOBRBEE
5000 Miles
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Listed New $42,000 Call After Spm . ] >
662-5228 665-2963 cCII[A
2002 RNRRRSS : o 4171911512
z71suBURBAN MEREEENEN |
o Vhite — Ceramic Tile&& LIEJALE 112 9
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Sunroof IS : Showers 8 | ——
Good Tires « Countertops &= |: 3 7 5
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$11,000 your Tractor! sprite
Call 662-9775 -Up to 10 lines p NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o0.) to
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SPORSTER 1200 41 Ohio city
4900 Miles 45 Scout’s
White Gold Pearl iob
Excellent Shape!! 10 L
$7500 46 Paris river
Call 663-6317 47 Nose
FOR Sale 2006 Harley, | ,'I
883L, 6,800 miles, | slangily
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phs class of 1972 reunion

americinn event center e friday and saturday, july 6-7,2012 €0 0000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000

Jan Zeuker Mattox, now of Sugarland, breaks out her

dancing shoes.

= ‘,'},;

photo courtesy of Della Moyer
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photo courtesy of Della Moyer

Reunion guests enjoyed a buffet provided by

Desperado’s of Amarillo.

Doctors

and in crucial need of dras-
tic reform.”

Democratic lawmakers
have said Perry’s demands
to cut the budget rather
than raise taxes is the
reason why Medicaid is
underfunded and doctors
are dropping out.

The state’s health and

cont. from page 2

human services commis-
sioner has estimated the
Legislature will need to
find $10 billion in new
funds to make up for the
current Medicaid deficit
and cover future growth of
the program over the next
two years.

Rodeo

2012 rodeo, according to
Kemph, will be the Miss
Rodeo Top O’ Texas pag-
eant, which was left off of
the schedule after garner-
ing only one entrant this
year. However, Kemph
said that she was look-
ing forward to some new
additions to the festivities,
including a new announc-
er (Ken Stonecypher of
Guymon, Okla.) and a new
event, the five drum barrel
race.

“We have two barrel

cont. from page 1

racers running the barrel
pattern at the same time,
but with only five barrels,”
said Kemph. “That means
that one barrel, the barrel
in the middle, is going to
be a common barrel. It’s
something that we think
will be really entertaining
to the crowd. We’re taking
entries for that right now.
One of our rodeo direc-
tors introduced it to us via
YouTube. It has the poten-
tial to get pretty western. It
could get pretty good.”
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Ron Lilley, Broker

" The Ones to Trust We hE/P you
i‘ KU IR | ouyorsel
your home!

Gary Winton: Realtor® Office Manager
806-440-1698
1712 N. Hobart (806) 665-4595

photo courtesy of Della Moyer

Susan Braddock, ex-wife of PHS graduate Terry Braddock, speaks with Mike Jennings.

, Summertime...

pools, vacations, boats, RVs,
campers, 4-wheelers...
Come visit with one of our loan officers
& about a summer fun loan.

National Bank of Commerce

An Office of First National Bank Waupaca, WI

1224 N. Hobart (806) 665-0022

9147
Childress
501 Commerce
(940) 937-2514

Shamrock
@ 305 N. Main
(806) 256-2181

Member

(1 30 MINUTE
MASSAGE

"29

(Regularly $45 Gift Card)

CHRISTMAS IN JUuLy

New Life

Wellness Center

stolen gift card and will not replace. Restrictions may apply. Valid for purchases 07/01-07/31/12. Scheduling first-come, first-serve. Not redeemable for cash.

1 60 MINUTE
MASSAGLE

"39

(Regularly 870 Gill Card)

All the Christmas with None of the Stress

ASSAGE
DVANTAGE

New Life Wellness Center
701 N. Price Rd.

Pampa, TX
Call: 806.665.7261

Offer valid July 1-31, 2012.
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