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Home is where
the heart is

Photo by Sasha Heller

Suzanne Pingel, PISD’s Safe and Drug-Free Schools coordinator, works at her desk at Pampa
High School. Pingel assists homeless and needy students in the district, making sure they receive

the same opportunities as other students.

M Pampa ISD levels playing field for

By SAsHA HELLER
sheller@thepampanews.com

Independent School District that are consid-

ered “homeless,” life can be stressful and
succeeding in school can sometimes be a challenge.
It’s not easy to be at your best when you’re not sure
when your next meal will come or where you’ll lay
your head down at night.

For the 140 or so students enrolled in Pampa

economically disadvantaged kids.

That’s where PISD social worker Suzanne Pingel
comes in.

Pingel, who also serves as a homeless liaison and
Safe and Drug-Free Schools coordinator, works with
the students who are economically disadvantaged to
ensure they are receiving the same opportunities as
their fellow classmates who hail from more stable
living situations.

“I work with the homeless and needy students in

LIAISON cont. on page 3

GOP lawmakers stick with Perry on Medicaid expansion

Charl
R-G
both

BY ELENA SCHNEIDER
The Texas Tribune

Two key Republican legislators —
both of them doctors — say they’re
sticking with Gov. Rick Perry’s
position that Texas will reject the
Medicaid expansion provision of fed-
eral health reform, despite a rising

open

es Schwertner, Washington and it comes back to
eorgetown, us with rules, regulations and gold-
spoke against en handcuffs,” Schwertner said. “If

expanding Medicaid, we had flexibility, I think we could
which they called a design a program that’s right for the
“broken  system.” citizens and right for the providers.”

But they left the door Eight GOP governors have signed

to working with  on to the Medicaid expansion, includ-

the Obama adminis- ing the governors of New lJersey,

tide of Republican governors who are Rick tration if it provides Florida and Michigan. Overall, 24
embracing it. Perry more flexibility to states and the District of Columbia
During a Texas Tribune TribLive let Texas operate the plan to participate.

conversation on Wednesday, Rep. program as it sees fit.
John Zerwas, R-Simonton, and Sen. “We send our

MEDICAID cont. on page 3
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Four arrested
for making,
delivery of meth

By SAsSHA HELLER
sheller@thepampanews.com

The Gray County Sheriff’s Office arrested
four individuals from Pampa early Thursday
morning for manufacturing and delivery of
methamphet-
amine.

Nicholas
Clyde Nelson,
27, Joshua
Ryan Ennis, 26,
Jennifer Lee
Ballew, 33, and
Aaron Kyle

Nicholas Joshua Childress, 29,

Nelson Ennis were booked
into the Gray

County Jail yes-
terday, between
12:50 a.m. and
1:35 a.m.

Lt. Terry Cox
said GCSO dep-
uties  arrested
the individuals
. in a residence
Jennifer Aal_‘on on the 700 block
Ballew Childress of North Dwight
while executing a search warrant. Deputies
seized more than 4 grams and less than 200
grams of meth.

The manufacturing and delivery charge is
a first-degree felony and carries a maximum
punishment of no less than 5 years and up to 99
years or life in prison and up to a $100,000 fine.

Ennis’bond has been set at $14,250; Childress’
bond is $9,500;

Ballew’s bond is $7,500; and Nelson’s bond
is $7,500.

Ennis had outstanding warrants and was also
charged with no drivers license, failure to
maintain financial responsibility and failure to
appear.

Childress also had outstanding warrants and
was charged with no drivers license and failure
to appear.

Prison unit near
Pampa hiring

By TimoTHY P. HOWSARE
thowsare@thepampanews.com

The Rufe Jordan Unit, a state prison about five
miles northeast of Pampa off U.S. Highway 60,
is looking to hire nearly 60 corrections officers.

“We currently have 167 officers at the Jordan
Unite and we need to fill 57 vacancies,” said
Glen H. Whitfield, who has been senior warden
there since September 2012.

Prior to running the Jordan Unit and the small-
er Baten Unit, which is at the same location as
the Jordan Unit, Whitfield was senior warden at
the Brownfield facility southwest of Lubbock.

Both of the units near Pampa are a minimum/
medium security prisons that can combined
house up to 1,400 inmates. Jordan opened in
1992 and Baten Unit opened in 1995.

To become a state corrections officer,
Whitefield said a candidate must fill out a writ-
ten application and pass a screening process
that includes a criminal background check and a
physical agility test.

For candidates who make it through the

HIRING cont. on page 3
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PAMPA FORECAST

Today Saturday Sunday
High 45 High 52 High 63
Low 24 Low 30 Low 44

Today: Mostly sunny with a high of 45.
Chance of rain is 10 percent. Winds north
northwest at 18 mph. Sunrise at 7:13 a.m.

Friday night: Clear with a low of 24. No
chance of rain. Winds northwest at 10 mph.
Sunset at 6:39 p.m.

Saturday: Sunny with a high of 52. No
chance of rain. Winds north northwest at
14 mph. Sunrise at 7:12 a.m.

Saturday night: Clear with a low of 30. No
chance of rain. Winds southwest at 8 mph.
Sunset at 6:40 p.m.

Sunday: Mostly sunny with a high of 63.
Chance of rain is 10 percent. Winds west
southwest at 17 mph.

Sunday night: Partly cloudy with a low of
44. Chance of rain is 10 percent. Sunset at
6:41 p.m.

0) This information brought to you by...
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$10 for adults and $5 for children. Everyone is invited.
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Obituaries

Merle W. Tennant

Merle W. Tennant, 84, died Feb. 26, 2013 in Amarillo.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Friday, March 1, 2013 at Car-
michael-Whatley Colonial Chapel in Pampa, with Bill
Burkholder, officiating.

Burial will follow in Miami Cemetery with military
honors courtesy of U. S. Air Force, Altus, Okla. Ar-
rangements are under the direction of Carmichael-What-
ley Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mr. Tennant was born Dec. 13, 1928 in Borger.He
married Sylvia Ladner on July 5, 1950 in Gulfport, Miss.
He had been a resident of Miami since 1953. He worked
for Diamond Shamrock/Maxus Energy, retiring in 1990.
Merle was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, serving dur-
ing the Korean Conflict. He was a member of the Amer-
ican Legion. Merle was preceded in death by his parents,
Earl and Opal Tennant.

Survivors include his wife, Sylvia of the home; two
sons, Douglas Earl Tennant and wife Susan of Canadian,
and Ricky Lloyd Tennant and wife Marsha of Miami;
five grandchildren, Terri Lee of Amarillo, Sherri Willis of
Dumas, Ken Tennant, Christy White and Matt Tennant,
all of Miami; and eight great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to a favorite charity.

Sign the online register at Carmichael-whatley.com.

Dean H. Burger

Dean H. Burger, 85, died Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2013
in Pampa. Services will be at 10 a.m., Saturday, March
2, 2013, at First United Methodist Church with the Rev.
Blossom Matthews, pastor, and Andy Cavalier, officiat-
ing. Burial will be in Fairview Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mr. Burger was born June 7, 1927 in Thomas, Okla.

and was a 1944 graduate of Perryton High School. He
had been a resident of Gray County since 1945. Dean
served in the U. S. Army during World War II and was
honorably discharged as a sergeant.

He married Donna Brunnier on June 7, 1948 in Lock-
ney. Dean was a Gray County farmer
and rancher for the past 68 years. He
was a member of the Groom ISD
Board where he was president for 12
years.

He was a director of the Groom
Co-op, a director of State National
Bank in Groom for 49 years, a direc-
tor of Panhandle Plains Federal Land
Bank, and a director of the Gray
County Appraisal Board. He was a
member of the First United Method-
ist Church in Pampa, and the Groom
Lions Club.

Survivors include his wife Donna
of the home; a daughter, Connie Fields of Groom; a son,
Ken Burger and wife Lynn of Pampa; eight grandchil-
dren, Melissa L. Fields of Missouri City, Scott Fields,
Chris Burger and wife Emily, and David Fields, all of
Groom, Jeffery Fields and wife Aimee of Amarillo, Jolee
Burger Moore and husband Andy of Keller, Kenzi Larson
and husband Brandon of Dallas, and Wendy Cavalier and
husband Andy of Eastland; and 19 great-grandchildren.
Dean was preceded in death by his parents, Ray and
Gladys Burger; and by a son-in-law, Charles D. Fields.

Memorials may be made to First United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 1981, Pampa, Texas 79066-1981, or
a favorite charity.

Visitation will be from 6-7:30 p.m., Friday, at the fu-
neral home.

Dean H.
Burger

Sign the online register at Carmichael-whatley.com.

Fortherecord

Pampa man arrested for DWI

e Isidro Hernandez,
48, Pampa, was arrested

e Jerry Lee Hicks, 41,
Pampa, was  arrested

second offense

* William Derrell Flip- < Albert Phillip Fritsch,
po, Pampa, was arrested 66, Gurnee, Ill., was ar-

Wednesday by the Gray
County Sheriff’s Office for
driving while intoxicated
— second offense.

Wednesday by the Pampa
Police Department for ca-
pias pro fine — possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Wednesday by the GCSO
for possession of controlled
substance and no drivers li-
cense.

rested Wednesday by the
Department of Public Safe-
ty for possession of mari-
juana.

Struggle to tie higher ed funds to graduation rate

AUSTIN (AP) — The
leader of a legislative ef-
fort to link higher educa-
tion funds to graduation
rates said Wednesday
there seems to be some
quiet resistance from ma-
jor universities that have

publicly endorsed the
idea.

Republican Dan Branch
of Dallas, chairman of the
House Higher Education
Committee, told a news
conference that while the

major university systems

have endorsed the idea
publicly, “they seem to be
sending emissaries in to
the folks on subcommit-
tees and trying to put the
brakes on things.”

“We need to identify
where the tension seems

to be,” Branch said.
Representatives of the
University of Texas and
Texas A&M systems did
not immediately respond
to requests for comment.
Under current policy,
much of the funding for
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colleges is based on en-
rollment figures.

In 2011, Branch helped
pass a law allowing the
Legislature to base 10
percent of its higher edu-
cation appropriations on
graduation rates.

But now he must per-
suade budget writers to
follow that formula.

The state Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board
has endorsed the idea in
a report to Branch’s com-
mittee.

About 25 states are dis-
cussing similar measures,
according to the Wash-
ington-based  advocacy
group Complete College
America.

Stan Jones, president of
the group, called the 10
percent figure “a signifi-
cant step.”

The Texas Association
of Business also has en-
dorsed the proposal, say-
ing it would help the state
produce a more modern
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Hiring
Continued From Page 1

screening, the next step is
a five-week training acad-
emy that is usually held in
Plainview, he said.

The training is paid and
the students are consid-
ered employees, Whitfield
said.

On Saturday, a training
academy 1is starting at the
Clarendon College Pampa
campus.

Whitfield said that class
is full, but there will be
another one beginning in
June in Pampa. A date has
not been set.

The starting pay for a
new officer is generally
around $25,000, Whitfield
said, and the long list of
benefits includes paid
vacation and holidays,
health, dental, life and
disability insurance and
15 days of paid military
leave.

Whitfield, who enjoys
hunting and watching the
Dallas Cowboys while not
wearing his warden hat,
had three of his subor-
dinate officers with him
while he was being inter-
viewed by The Pampa
News.

Capt. Lance Porter said
he likes the job for the sta-
bility and Capt. Georgena
Clower said the work is
interesting.

“It’s never boring,” she
said.

Maj. Jennifer Cozby
said she would encourage
anybody interested in a
career with the corrections
department to apply.

All four said there are
opportunities for advance-
ment after starting out as a
new recruit.

In a career that spans
nearly 25 years, Whitfield
has steadily advanced
through positions at sev-
eral state prisons, mostly
in West Texas.

“I started out 24 years
ago as a correction offi-

cer and took advantage of
the additional training and
opportunities for advance-

ment,” he said.
For a job application or
for information, call 806-
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From left, Capt. Georgena Clower, Warden Glen H. Whitfield, Capt. Lance
Porter and Maj. Jennifer Cozby.
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Liaison
Continued From Page 1

our community, making
sure they get the education
they deserve,” Pingel said,
sitting behind her desk
at Pampa High School.
Pingel’s office is at PHS
but she regularly frequents
the district’s feeder schools
as she works with some of
the younger students who
receive assistance.

When a new student
enrolls in the district, a
central  administration
official informs Pingel if
the student qualifies for
benefits like free breakfast
and lunch as well as school
supplies. She then follows
up with the student and
their family to see if they
would like to participate
in the Snack Pak 4 Kids
program, which helps fill
in the nutritional gap for
struggling families.

To classify students as
homeless, the district uti-
lizes criteria set forth by
the federal government
and the McKinney-Vento
Act. The criteria for home-
less living situations is as
follows:

* With another family
member or friend because
of loss of housing —
examples are fire, flood,
lost jwob, divorce, domes-
tic violence, kicked out by
parents, parent(s) in mili-
tary or parent(s) in jail;

* In a shelter because
they don’t have permanent
housing or transitional
housing (housing for a
short time that is paid for
by a nonprofit organiza-
tion or church);

* In a hotel or motel —

examples are because of 7§

economic hardship, evic-
tion, can’t get deposits for
permanent home, flood,
fire or hurricane;

e In a tent, car, van,
abandoned building, on
the streets, at a camp-
ground, in the park or
other unsheltered location.

“Most of the students
who are homeless are
doubled up,” said Pingel,
referring to students who
are currently living with

family members other than
their mother or father, in
sometimes crowded hous-
es and often don’t have
their own bedrooms.

A sensitive issue

Pingel approaches each
homeless student’s case
with compassion and is
considerate of each fam-
ily’s individual living situ-
ation.

“Each case is different
and we go case by case
on that,” she said. “We
never call it ‘homeless’ to
the families. Most of them
are coming to live with
a family member because
(someone in their family)
lost a job and we are con-
siderate.”

Pingel strives to fill the
gap that persists when a
student must overcome
financial hardship and
progress  successfully
through the district’s cur-
riculum.

“We want to provide
some sort of stability in
their lives,” she said. “If
they’re hungry, they’re
not going to be focused
on learning. If they didn’t
get a good night’s sleep,
they’re not going to be
focused on learning.”

Sometimes the student
may choose not to live at
home, as is the case with

some high school students

- GFTS ampumezne

who may wish to remove
themselves from abusive
or volatile living situa-
tions.

“Not all of them are
runaways,” Pingel said.
“They would be consid-
ered ‘unaccompanied.’”

It’s for the kids

About 7 years ago, sev-
eral churches in town
realized there was a hun-
ger problem in Pampa,
Pingel said, adding that
the churches provided a
food bank for children and
families struggling with
hunger issues.

Earlier this year, Pingel
and her associates con-
nected with a Snack Pak
4 Kids program based
in Amarillo and started
Pampa’s program shortly
before winter break.

“They fill about 500
bags every other week and
distribute 250 per week,”
she said. The volunteers
gather every two weeks
and pack the hundreds of
bags in a matter of hours
while working in an
assembly line fashion.

Then, on Friday, the
Snack Paks are placed into
the students’ backpacks.

“It is discreetly given,”
she said, adding that the
point is not to draw atten-
tion to the fact that the
children are receiving
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assistance.

The packs are filled
with nonperishable items
like Pop Tarts, jars of pea-
nut butter, animal crack-
ers, juice boxes and sun-
flower seed packets.

Pingel said
who qualify for the pro-
gram are first given a per-
mission slip to take home
to their parents, guardians
or caregivers, who then
authorize the schools to
provide the students with
the packs.

“Most of the cases are
single parents trying to
make it,” she said.

In any case, it’s a valu-
able and necessary pro-
gram that keeps the chil-
dren fed, healthy and in
a position where they can
succeed in the classroom,
meet their full potential
and be a valuable asset to
the community.

No one ever wants to
go hungry. It’s not a fun
place to be. It’s not a
problem you want to deal
with.

However, those who
wish to contribute to the
Snack Pak 4 Kids program
or volunteer, can contact

Mon/Thur 7:00

www.cinema4pampa.com
Coronado Shopping Ctr.

688-9192 / 688-9229

Pampa High School at
806-669-4800 and ask to
speak with Pingel.

students |
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Discord and
disarray won'’t help
Obama’s legacy

Barack Obama is said
to believe that he can
win the political fight
over the sequester. That’s
certainly the conven-
tional wisdom.

And
there is
some evi-
dence to
support it.
When you
ask vot-
ers who
will be
to blame
if the
sequester
—  occurs,
Obama or “congressional
Republicans,” they’re
much more likely to say
they’ll blame the latter.

Obama also comes
out on top when you ask
whether they will blame
“Obama and congres-
sional Democrats” or
“congressional Republi-
cans.”

There’s reason to won-
der, however, whether
reaction after something
happens will be the same
as what people predict
before it does.

Voters are not always
good predictors of
their future attitudes.
That’s why pollsters ask
people which candidate
they would vote for “if
the election were held
today.” They don’t ask
them to predict whom
they’ll vote for.

Also, groups of
politicians are almost
always more unpopular
than individuals. When
pollsters ask whether
you would like to see all
congressional incum-
bents defeated for re-
election, large majorities
sometimes say yes.But
in every congressional
election starting with
1934, a large majority
of congressional incum-
bents have been re-elect-
ed. That was true even in
the recent high-turnover
years of 2006, 2008 and
2010.

Americans don’t like
congressmen in general.
But most like their own
individual congressman.

Voters’ predictions are
especially suspect when
they are asked their reac-
tion to a policy — the
sequester — which they
don’t understand and
whose effects no one is
sure of. Obama is out
on the hustings with his
teleprompter warning of
the horrific effects of the
sequester’s cut in domes-

MICHAEL
BARONE

tic services. Homeland
Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano has been
warning that there may
be three-hour lines at
airport passenger screen-
ing points.

This is the old Wash-
ington Monument
routine. As Washington
Monthly editor Char-
lie Peters explained in
the 1970s, the standard
procedure for an agency
faced with a funding
cutback is to cut the
services most visible to
the public.

In Washington tour-
ism season, that meant
closing the Washington
Monument. Congress-
men from all 435 dis-
tricts likely to get angry
calls from constituents
immediately.

The Washington
Monument is now
closed for repair of
earthquake damage.

But Napolitano’s threat
is an obvious example
of the phenomenon
Peters described. One
way to counter this, as
some Republicans have
figured out, is to call for
elimination of travel for
conventions and meet-
ings. Voters suspect,
probably rightly, that
most of these are a waste
of time and money.

The larger point is that
it’s very hard to predict
public reaction to things
that haven’t happened.
And that applies to the
next budget issue down
the road, the expira-
tion of the continuing
resolution on March 27.
Translated into English,
the government will not
have money to function
then unless Congress
takes some action to
fund it.

House Republicans are
aware of this and have
reportedly been prepar-
ing a continuing resolu-
tion funding the govern-
ment until September at
sequester levels and also
giving the Defense De-
partment leeway to ap-
portion the cuts accord-
ing to priorities rather
than across the board.

They might consider
giving the same leeway
to Homeland Security.
(Disclosure of personal
interest: I’'m a frequent
flyer.)

Michael Barone is a
senior political analyst

for The Washington

Examiner.
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A message from the Pampa sports editor
Together, we can all make a great sports section

Fellow Pampans, my name
is Zachary Green and I am the
sports editor at The Pampa
News. However, there is only
one of me and
sometimes as
many as five
sporting events
going on at the
same time in dif-
ferent areas.

Even though
ZACHARY 1 cannot physi-
GREEN cally be at every

event, [ want to

give coverage to all athletes in
our readership area. It is just
not humanly possible to do it
alone. I need YOUR help.

This is not just for Pampa
sports. Coaches and parents
from Lefors, McLean, White
Deer and other surrounding

are here for.

communities can send me
sports pictures and/or stories
and I will put them in the paper.

Charla Shults has been a
blessing to have. Since I ar-
rived in November, she has
shot every Pampa High School
basketball game, which in turn
has allowed me to write better
articles than what might have
been had I tried to take notes
and photos at the same time.

If you are afraid that your
grammar or spelling might not
be the greatest, do not let that
stop you from sending stuff in.
We will edit your stories and
photo captions. That is what we

When you submit pictures,
please include who shot the
photo and list all of the names
of the people pictured in the

photo. And for stories, please
include the name of the person
who wrote the story.

I will accept phone calls ask-
ing me to cover a sports feature
story as well.

It could be about anything
from an athlete from Pampa
who has hit the big time to
a Little Leaguer that hit two
home runs in a game.

Sports stories and pictures
can be sent to zgreen@thepam-
panews.com.

You may also call 669-2525
or text/call 806-663-2758 to
talk to me directly about a
sports story you would like to
put in.

Thank you Pampa News
readers for helping me make
our sports page better!

AN D Lokl Sden

MARKSTEN—
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How To
Write Us

The Pampa News
welcomes letters to the
editor. When
submitting a letter,
please include the
writer's name, address
and signatures.

We reserve the right
to edit letters or not to
publish certain letters.

By Fax:
806-669-2520

By U.S. mail:
Letters

The Pampa News
403 W. Atchison
Pampa, Texas
79065

By E-mail:
thowsare@thepam-
panews.com

Lent devotionals — 40 ¢

Day 15 — Friday.

Scripture: Mt 23:37-39

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
you who kill the prophets
and stone those sent to you,
how often I have longed
to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers
her chicks
under her
wings, but
you were
not willing.
Look, your
house is
left to you
desolate.
For I tell
you, you
will not see
me again
until you say, ‘Blessed is
he who comes in the name
of the Lord.” (The Gospels
Interwoven, Zarley)

SUBLETT

Devotional:

They were the sternest
words that anyone had ever
heard come out of Jesus’
mouth. Woes totaling 7 in
number designed to bar-b-
que the scribes and Phari-
sees for their ungodliness.
Almost an entire chapter (
Mt 23) filled with nothing
but harshness, confronta-
tion and condemnation.

Then suddenly Jesus
could hide His love no
longer and it burst out in
these words. ... how often
I have longed to gather
your children together, as
a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you
were not willing.” Even
to the most evil He could
not withhold words of His
love.

During this season of
Lent I must ask myself,
“How often have I been the
wandering chick; totally
oblivious to the dangers
around, ignoring His lov-
ing wings of protection?”

How ever often it has
been, it has been too often.
Again, Lord, I repent. |
sing to You the words of
John Michael Talbot’s song
“Create In Me A Clean
Heart.”

“Create in me a clean
heart oh God Let me be
like you in all my ways

Give me your strength,
teach me your song Shel-
ter me in the shadow of
your wings

For we are your righ-
teousness If we die to
ourselves and live through
your death

Then we shall be born
again to be blessed in your
love!”

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, please help
me repent. [ know that You
will not do for me what I
can do for myself because
in that doing I confirm that
You are my Lord. But,
sweet Jesus, I sometimes
run from You when [
know better; sometimes in
ignorance, sometimes in
stubbornness. Help me past
both of these stumbling
blocks. I promise to give
You the glory for the vic-
tory. Amen.

Day 16 — Saturday

Scripture: Mt 26:47-56;
Mk 14:43-52; Lk 22:47-
54a; Jn 18:2-11

“While Jesus was still
speaking, a crowd came
up. The man who was
called Judas, one of the
Twelve, was leading them.
Now Judas, who betrayed
him, knew the place, be-
cause Jesus had often met
there with his disciples. So
Judas came to the grove,
guiding a detachment of
soldiers, and some of-
ficials, sent from the chief
priests, Pharisees, teachers
of the law, and elders of the

people. Carrying torches
and lanterns, a large crowd
armed with swords and
clubs was with him.

Jesus, knowing all that
was going to happen to
him, went out and asked
them, “Who is it you
want?” “Jesus of Naza-
reth,” they replied. “I am
he,” Jesus said. (And Judas
the traitor was standing
there with them.) When
Jesus said, “I am he,” they
drew back and fell to the
ground. (The Gospels
Interwoven)

Devotional:

During the daytime they
were pretty much useless;
at night outside the city,
they were invaluable. With
only moonlight to make
their way into the night to
arrest Jesus, the Roman
soldiers and the Jew-
ish leaders depended on
torches.

It is strange how Je-
sus was the “light of the
world” and yet the light of
the night is what enabled
His enemies to locate
Him and arrest Him. They
came with enough men
to not only arrest Him,
but to ward off any of
His disciples who might
put up a fight. It is kind
of humorous how when
they first walked up and
Jesus identified Himself,
His words caused them to
stumble backwards and
fall down. He just had to
remind them all who was
actually in charge that
night in the garden. And it
wasn’t them.

But that night while the
torches flickered Jesus’
time arrived. It was the
fullness of time that had
been the main objective
ever since the stable, even
since the foundation of the
world.

ays of redemption

I remember when it was
“my time”, my time to
surrender. It wasn’t much
like Jesus’ time. He was
much more of a man that
I was. He gave Himself
over to enemies, those who
would hurt Him and even
kill Him. And despite the
suffering, He was totally
faithful and saw it through
to the end. When my time
of surrender came it was
to Jesus, my loving Savior,
who only blessed me with
mercy and grace. And one
more thing is for sure, |
have not always seen it
through to the end; I have
wandered, even strayed. I
wish I was more like Him.
This Lenten season of re-
pentance gives me another
opportunity to do just that,
BY THE STRENGTH OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Prayer:

Holy Savior, nobody
sees things through to the
end like You do. I know I
could do better, not wander
so much, not stray off so
often. I know I could. But
I haven’t and it is because
all too often I try to live by
MY MIGHT according to
MY PLAN. Lord, I want to
stay on YOUR TRACK. I
know that to do that I have
to live by YOUR MIGHT
and YOUR PLAN. So
that is what I want. [ want
YOUR PLAN, not my
plan. I want to live each
day by YOUR MIGHT,
not mine. Please, help me.
Amen.

3rd Sunday -
Praise The Lord!

Get your celebratory
devotional at church.

And if you weren’t plan-
ning on going, then there
is still time to repent and
GO!

God bless.
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P A & E

By Bil Keane

“Mommy asked me to check and see
if you were feeling well enough for
a little lunch, Daddy. Are you?”

Non Sequitur

SHEH- UBNPE
APPLIED TO
TRE VATICAN
o BECOME
ThE NEXT

‘HEH- HEH* \NELL,
THEN COVLD DO
WoREL, | PP

i
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Nest Heads

WALT..NO... SERWOUSLY,
NOW TRAT HON MANY
I TRINK oF Tho<e

AEoUuT HAE YOO

\ T, LD, BOoB?

./
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oL SHOULDN'T HAVE STAYED
UP SO LATE WATCHING THAT
MOVIE, CHARLIE /

T'LL BE FINE

WWW.CREATORS.COM

2[ AND THE CuP OF szuP}

0L JUST POURED 1S
FOR EXTRA ENERGY?

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday,
March 2,2013:

This year you listen more carefully
to your instincts, as you will be unusu-
ally perceptive and intuitive. If your sixth
sense points you toward a different path,
follow it. You sometimes get so serious
and locked into a certain idea that you
can’t see the big picture. Let go, and you
will be pleased with the result. If you are
single, you are very attractive to others.
Summer holds many romantic possi-
bilities for you. If you are attached, the
two of you start acting like new lovers.
SCORPIO sees through many of your
defenses.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

% %% Conversations with a loved one
will be animated and informative. You
might want to be serious, but you can’t
with everything that is going on around
you. Resist overthinking, and refrain
from putting words in someone else’s
mouth. Tonight: Be a duo.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

% %% You might want to have more
say in what is happening, but it is obvi-
ous that others are going to take the lead.
Get together with friends and loved ones,
and frolic along with them. Tonight: Do
not even consider some quiet alone time
-- be where the action is.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% You will get more done than
you realize is possible if you simply fo-
cus and make a list of your priorities. Do
not let a project get more complicated
right now; do only what you must. You
will benefit from a few days away from
the grind. Tonight: Choose a favorite
form of relaxation.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

% %%k k Attempting to show some-
one the error of his or her ways might not
prove successful. This person’s response
is mainly a reaction to your words and/
or actions. Go out for a walk or watch a
movie in order to remove yourself from
the situation. Tonight: Forget the here
and now.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

% %% Family matters could be over-
whelming you right now. You can create
a better situation only if others willingly
go along with your plan. Unfortunately,
a rigid individual remains firm in his or
her beliefs. Recognize that you have hit

dally herescope

a concrete wall. Tonight: Make plans that
amuse you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%%k %k Others remain responsive
to your ideas and feelings. If you decide
to cut off some negativity or a person
who embodies this type of thought, you
will be more effective. You also will feel
free to toss yourself into life as you would
like to. Tonight: At a favorite haunt.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% Take a hard look at your bud-
get. Pay bills first, then make a decision
about a long-desired purchase. Even if
you nix the idea now, you will have an-
other chance later on. Try not to worry so
much about the different facets of your
life. Tonight: Visit with a favorite person.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

%% k** You have many differ-
ent sides to your personality. Some of
the people around you know that. Be
aware that your sharp words could startle
someone who has not seen that aspect of
your personality. You will get your point
across regardless. Tonight: What makes
you smile.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% Take your time, and refuse to
be cornered into someone’s off-the-wall
idea. Be good to yourself, as you might
not feel 100 percent. Take action in order
to feel better. This might involve a nap,
calling a friend or some other stress-
buster. Tonight: Play it low-key.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% Someone’s terms could be
nearly impossible to agree to. As a result,
you might want to verbalize a resounding
“no.” What happens next could amaze
you. Know that you can’t predict oth-
ers’ reactions, but you can establish your
boundaries. Tonight: Say “yes” to living.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% Take charge, and know full
well what is happening with a friend or
loved one. Seek feedback from others,
as you might not be sure what to do or
which way to go. Laughter surrounds
plans as you decide to bring certain
friends together. Tonight: Let it all hap-
pen.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% Make an important call to
someone at a distance. Before you know
it, you could be planning a special trip to
see this person. Allow your feelings to
flow naturally, and hold back any judg-
ments. A loved one will do the same. To-
night: Add some music into the mix.

Tundra

SMOKEY AND POOH
DIsCUSS FASHION

WWW.TUNDRACOMICS.COM

)

A SHIRT WITH NO
PANTS 15 ALL THE
RAGE IN PARIS!

PANTS WITH NO SHIRT!
THAT'S WHERE IT'S AT!

3-1

Shoe

WHUT TH' HECK ARE
YOU WATCHING?! ...

MoMm SAID I CAN'T
TAKE A PRINK FROM
HER TOILET ANG -
MORE

SPOUSE."

©13 MacNelly-Dist. by King Features-SHOECOMICS.COM

A
“ DEAR JOHN
L  (eTTER

{ THE TOILET
KNOW

zitscomics.com

Garfield

THEY DIDNT
TEXTFIRET?

EVERKBODY BT | TIPMONEY
ZOMBIES AND ANDAN AX
THEPIZZAGUY,

LIZ THINKS
I'M SWEET

OF COORSE
SHE POES

IT'S BECADSE HE'S ABOODT
AS BRIGHT AS A
POWDERED PONOT

www.facebook com/garfield

© 2013 PAWS, INC. Al Rights Reserved.

Distributed by Universal Uclick

Beetle Bailey

GET READY TO GREET
THE TROOP5 VISITING
FROM AUSTRALIA

SOLDIERS FROM
DOWN UNPER?Z2

HOWWILLT
RECOGNIZE

©2013 by King Features Syndicate,

Hagar The Horrible

) , (©2013 by King Features Syndicate, Inc sovyou ” V£
voN'T ARGUE! )/ This WL el
HAD 7o 5656

WHY DO BAD THINGS
ALWAYS HAPPEN DURING
GOOD NAPS 7!

www.kingfeatures.com

Peanuts

HOW DO THINGS

LIKE THIS HAPPEN ||| WHY: T

© 1966 Peanuls Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Universal Ucl ck

IM T00 EASY-GOING, THATS

SOMETHING AS SOON AS
THAT STUPID BIRD STARTED
T0 BUILD THIS NEST...

THE NEXT THING YOU
KNOW THERE'LL BE..

SHOULD HAVE SAID

Blondie

HONEY, DID YOU NOTICE THAT
THE COUPLE WHO BOUGHT THE

MONTHS AGO
HAVE ALREADY

WHY WOULD
THEY DO

THE MARKET?

z| HAVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
HOUSE ACROSS THE STREET SIX |

s[ THAT DOESN'T
PUT IT BACK ON

~ WHO KNOWS? MAYBE THEY JUST ONCE, I'D LIKE TO BE
THE FIRST ONE TO GET NEW
INFORMATION
ABOUT THE

ECONOMY =7

ECONOMY THAT
WE DON'T!

SEEM FAIR!
>

www.Blondie.com
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10 Lost/Found

FOUND Crested Roos-
ter on N. Zimmers.
Please call 669-9137 or
440-4643

LOST black Cocker
Spaniel. on South Nel-
son St. Call 440-4467

14d Carpentry

S
CUSTOM Building &
Remodeling. New or
Additions. Shawn Dea-
ver Const., 662-2977.

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction.  Call  669-
6347, 806-663-0192.

14e Carpet Serv.

NU-WAY
CLEANING SERVICE
Bob Marx Owner-Oper-
ator. Call 665-3541.

14h Gen. Serv.

CERAMIC tile work,
stucco, cement. Remod-
eling, floor, shower,
kitchen. Texture, paint-
ing, dry wall. Free esti.
New# 440-0239 1v msg,
Jesus Barraza.

HOUSE Cracking? In
bricks or walls? Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. 800-
299-9563, 806-352-
9563

COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or
build new. Free esti-
mates. Call 669-7769.

OGLE Fence Co.
Free Estimates
Repair & New Const.
665-1712

JH Concrete, all types
of concrete incl stamp,
stain, fence, pools. Free
est. 806-382-5408

PAINTING, Drywall,
Door Repairs, General
Handyman Work, Have
2 1/2 Years Carperentry

14s Plumbing
I
JACK’S Plumbing

715 W. Foster
665-7115

I
14w Air Cond/Heat

I
BROWNING’S  Heat-
ing & Air and Refriger-
ation Specialists since
196411 665-1212.

21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to
fully investigate adver-
tisements which require
payment in advance for
information, services or
goods.

APT Manager

Position
Must Live On Premises
Salary & Bonuses
E-mail Resume To
nlamarillo@yahoo.com
806-383-1985
806-665-1875

R. Chester Trucking
needs Hot Shot Drivers
Class A CDL req. No
drug addicts or drunks.
Rick 806-595-0613

RNs with OB
experience needed!
[Moore County Hospital
District in Dumas has
immediate openings for
RN with Obstetrics
experience. Flexible
shifts, excellent
benefits, competitive
pay and state of the
art electronic
documentation set
MCHD above the rest.
$2000 sign on
bonus!!! If you are
ready to work with a
progressive team
of healthcare
professionals, call our
Human Resources
Department at
806-934-7852 or
visit us on the web at

21 Help Wanted
I
NOW Hiring Satellite
Technicians. Will train.
Must pass background
& drug test. Serious
Applicants Only! Call
Matt 928-221-1119 to
apply.

DRIVERS-$500  sign
on Bonus. Tanker Driv-
ers needed. Class A
CDL required w/ haz-
mat endorsement. 2 Yrs
experience  preferred.
Local hauling only.
Home every night. Ben-
efits & great pay. Call
432-288-3761 or 432-
683-2868 for info.

BOOKKEEPER
needed. MUST have
experience in
Quickbooks. Must be
trustworthy, have good
references. Must be
able to multi task,
answer phones, file,
pay bills, payroll,
payroll taxes, sales tax,
invoices, reconcile
checkbook, and know
how to use the internet
well. Please bring
resume to 101 Santa
Fe, email resume to
owpsi2005@gmail.com
or mail resume to
PO Box 115,
Mobeetie, TX 79061.
Pay based on experi-
ence, dental and medi-
cal insurance
provided.

EXPERIENCED
Roustabouts needed.
MUST pass drug test
and have valid drivers
license. Competitive
pay and medical and
dental insurance pro-
vided. Come by 101
Santa Fe in Mobeetie

for application or call
806-845-1088.

FURNITURE Company
is accepting applica-
tions for Delivery Driv-
er & Stocker. Driver’s
License required. Fax

lggf_eonlf;nzce Call806- www.mchd.net. r7e3s;11n.1e to  806-665-
AXYDLBAAXR
IS LONGFELLOW

3-1

MANDELA

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

T XETDH OSOMIJRWKIJ EIB XW

HTDK WV KOATKO NEIX XEO

NWMK “ZIPP” UOIDB XW
XEOU, IDK XEIX’'B VTDO.
— HODDIJ C

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: WE MUST USE TIME
WISELY AND FOREVER REALIZE THAT THE
TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT. — NELSON

TOPOF TEXAS CLASSIFIEDS ADSFor Sale

21 Help Wanted

]
SIVALLS Inc. is look-
ing for a Layout Fabri-
cator, Welder Fabri-
cator, must pass weld-
ing tests & Mainte-
nance Tech w/electri-
cal & mechanical exp.
Must have good driving
record & good attend-
ance Drug tests re-
quired for all posi-
tions. Benefits: health
ins., profit sharing,
401K, 8 paid holidays
and 10 days vacation
per year. 806-665-7111,
Pampa, Tx.

NEED responsible adult
to care for a 9 yr. old
and 5 yr. old. 2 week-
ends a month overnight.
References  Required.
Your house or mine.
Please call 806-663-
3400

HOUSE KEEPER
WANTED at Coronado
Healthcare.Apply at
1504 W. Kentucky Ave.
Ask for Kim.

SCHWAN’S HOME
SERVICE:
We are looking for
High Energy Individu-
als with good work eth-
ics. $575 per week to
start. Full Benefit pkg.
No exp. necessary.
Please apply online at
www.schwansjobs.com
Keyword: Pampa

Chiropractic office is
expanding our team.
You can make the
difference. Direct
patient care position.
On the job training.
FAX resume to
806-665-0537.

EXPERIENCED Line
Cook needed at the
Pampa Country Club.
Drug free work envi-
ronment. Apply in per-
son. NO PHONE
CALLS.

21 Help Wanted

I
EXPERIENCED Bar-
tender needed at the
Pampa Country Club.
Drug free work envi-
ronment. Apply in per-
son. NO PHONE
CALLS.

PHARMACY  Tech.
Must be reliable and
have good people skills.
Good Keyboarding
skills a MUST. Apply
in person at HEARD-
JONES, 114 N. Cuyler,
downtown Pampa.

GET PAID TO EX-
ERCISE!!! We are
seeking an energetic,
full-time team mem-
ber with a passion for
helping others to as-
sist our  Physical
Therapist and Doctors
with therapeutic exer-
cises and physical re-
hab protocols. If you
are punctual, have a
great attitude and are
willing to learn...fax
your resume to (806)
665-0537.

Centergas

BOBTAIL
FUEL DRIVER
NEEDED
CDL & Hazmat
Required

Apply at
Centergas Fuels
821 W. Brown
806-665-7235

Front Desk clerical/
computer team membe
needed in a busy multi-
disciplinary healthcare

office. Put your
“people skills” to work|
Fax resume to

ADSJo

ADSse

(806) 665-0537.

rvices

21 Help Wanted

I
GENERAL Staff &
Optical Tech: FT and
PT position available
M-F with every Friday
PM off. Previous eye-
care/ optical experience
not necessary, but back-
ground in  customer
service or retail man-
agement is helpful. VI-
SION SOURCE 1324
N. Banks Fax: 806-665-
3511 email vision-
source@sbcglobal.net

PT Leasing Agent
needed for 150 unit
apt.community. 20-25
hrs/wk.Must work Sat.

Apply
1601 W. Somerville
or call 665-7149

69 Misc.

I
NEW King size mat-
tress 3 pc. set. Sale
$496. Queen set $246.
Country Red Barn.
1424 S. Barnes. 665-
2767

DELUXE
3-WHEELED
SCOOTER with
electric lift. $1,000
Call 806-669-9979

GYMBOREE brand
clothes , Infant & Tod-
dler sizes, $30 or less at
Cottage Collections,
922 W. 23rd. Booth 737

CLOSING Business
clothing racks and fix-
tures for sale. Building
is also for Sale! VI’s
Fashions &  Gifts,
downtown Pampa, 669-
6323

70 Musical
]
FOR Sale Gulbransen
Spinet Piano,
Has wonderful tone!
$400
Call 806-665-5973

Details
*  M-F Day trips

Requirements

Amarillo

Murphy-Brown..

CDL DRIVER

Smithfield Premium Genetics, the live production company for Smithfield
Foods, Inc., has an opening in Pampa, TX. We are looking for a Driver to haul
breeding stock to various farm and market destinations. Excellent benefits,
including health, dental and vision insurance, 401Kk, pension, and paid time off.
Career opportunities are available for the right individuals.

¢ Occasional overnight travel with additional mileage paid
* Driver Bonus after 6 months

*  Valid Class A CDL

¢ Acceptable Driving record

* Solid Work History

¢ Tractor/Trailer experience( at least one year)
* Ensure adherence to Animal Handling, DOT and Safety Regulations.

You can apply in person @ Smithfield Premium Genetics located 11 Miles East of
Pampa on Hwy 60 between 10:00am — 3:00pm or at the Texas Workforce Office in

$2000 Sign On Bonus

Robert Peffley - (806)663-7672

Equal Employer/Affirmative Action Employer m/f/d/v

Smithfield

Premium Genetics Group

5350

runs

QLI—.I @week -' .

one

as low as
$ 6 per
month
see display

$3
with
photo

I
75 Feeds/Seeds

I
ONION plants, seed po-

tatoes, and bulk seed
available at Canadian
Gardens, 302 S. 2nd,
Canadian. 806-323-
8300

I
77 Livest./Equip.
I

TACK & SADDLE
AUCTION
Fri., March 15th 7pm,
Preview at 6pm
Everything Must Go!
We have been asked to
sell at public auction a
large inventory of high
end horse equipment.
50+ Western Saddles,
Blankets, Pads, Bling
Bridles, Tack, Etc. Lots|
of door prizes. The
nicest collection of
tack up for auction
ever. Cash, Cards, NO
CHECKS 10% BP.
Inside and heated.
Auctioneer
Mike Murphy
TXL: 10151
(512) 772-1888
American Legion
617 SW 7th Ave
Amarillo, TX 79101

I
80 Pets & Suppl.
I

FREE Puppies!!! Half
Pittbull, half Blue Heel-
er. 4 females & 2
males.Love being out-
side! Born NewYear’s
Eve! 806-835-2716

f : -
} 3 -_;.:\.?
\ 7Y

—_—

—

Say

Happy
Birthday to.

friends for

-\FREE

5 Lines for
7 days

* .

$25

7 Lines for

7 days
$30

——
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NEED Money Now? |cat StephanieTodag! " "

We Buy & Sell Houses | 669-2525 . "<

& pay TOp $$ Ienesigunsats - A

Call today!! 665-1875 | RIS £
ESTATE SALE!

Friday March 1, 2013 from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday March 2, 2013 from
8 aum. to 12 p.m.

65 years worth of treasure!
Including:
*Antiques
*Quilts
*Garden implements
& much, much more!
at 938 Brunow

- Se Habla Espanol

HERBS e VITAMINS  WEIGHT LOSS * ENERGY
WOMEN’S & MEN’S NEEDS

Herbs Etc.

- Nature’s Sunshine Herbs & Vitamins
- Weekly Herb Talks

- Chewable and Liquid Supplements

- Non-GMO Protein Supplements

- Essential QOils (Aromatherapy)

- 20 Years Experience

- BioEnergetic Needs Assessment
M-F 10-5:30

109 W Kingsmill . Pampa
(806) 665.4883

www.panhandlesunshine.com

and Holidays,

ONNECY

RANSPORT

Local Hazmat-Tanker Driver

Local hauls: Our drivers transport crude oil from nearby well sites to a local storage
facility. They are usually home daily with very limited overnight travel required. The
duties of our Crude Transport Drivers include, but are not limited to, the safe trans-
porting of petroleum products, loading and unloading a transport, working the oil to
verify both quality and quantity, maintaining vehicle to comply with all D.OT. regu-
Lations, providing a high level of service to customers, complying with all company poli-
cies and procedures and representing Connect Transport in a professional manner.

Requirements: High School diploma or GED, 23 years of age or older, Class A CDL
with tanker and Haz-Mat endorsements, minimum of two years verifiable tractortrailer
experience. Must have a clean driving record and be able to clear a background check
pursuant tolocal, state and federal rules regarding transportation of hazardous material,

and pass D.OT. drug screen. The candidate must also possess a current
Medical Examiner’s Certificate and be able to lift 75 Ibs.

Benefits include: Great Pay, Health Insurance, Life Insurance, Dental Insurance,
Vision Discount Program/Tnswrance, Flexible Spending Account, 401K/Retirement
Plan, Very Nicely Equipped Peterbilt ¢ Western Star Trucks, Sick Leave, Vacation

Email or fax your resume to
hniccum@connecttransportllc.com or 1-866-298-9128.

Auto Body

PRES

_
TIGE
Autobody & Accessories

We feature name brand car and
truck accessories and a state-of-
| the-art collision center. Whether it's
repairing your vehicle back to it's
factory look or adding automotive
accessories, our professionally
trained staff will take care of you.

(806) 665-3500

101 S. Hobart Pampa, TX

Shop Right. Shop The Pampa News’ Classifieds!

Roofing

Services

“Serving Satisfied
Customers Since 1978.”
Construction

ROOFING

806-655-3094

FREE Estimates!
1501 4th Ave. Canyon, TX

Insurance

-

Construction

e s
Construction

hopper's Squars §

\
)\

ELITE SERVICES

of Amarillo

Licensed/Insured for your protection

Commercial « Residential « Industrial
Repair  Remodel - New Construction |

Plumbing « Welding
Natural Gas Construction

Static Testing « Hydrostatic Testing
FREE Estimates - 15 Years Experience

24/7/365

806-418-5558

Master #36898

- e

o

Blanco

Construction

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

Carlos Blanco
806-584-8896
Jody Sosebee
806-324-3692

To place an ad in The Pampa News’ Shopper’s Square, call us at 806-669-2525! Get Noticed. Get Results.
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sister as near to normal
as possible, that’s what
you should be doing.
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BIT.T. AT.T.TSOIN AUTO SAIL.ES

billallisonmnauto.cornm

PampaSports

2013 4v4 Pampa
Recreation volleyball

SUBMITTED

Updated dates of games for 2013 Volleyball:
Women’s (last regular season games) - March 4
Mixed Postseason Tournament - March 7 and March

21

Women’s Postseason Tournament - March 18.

BIBLE VERSE WINNER

Staff photo
Cheryl Underwood is the Bible Verse winner
for week 1. She received $50 in Pampa News
bucks.

Updated Pampa Sports schedule

S1aFF REPORT

Due to the snow a lot of events were canceled this
week. Here is a brief update of the events.

JV girls golf versus Dumas that was scheduled for
Feb. 25 & 26 was canceled and will not be resched-

uled.

JV Dbaseball game against Bushland schedule for
Feb. 25 was canceled and will not be rescheduled.

JV Tennis at the Amarillo Tournament scheduled for
Feb. 26 was canceled and will not be rescheduled.

Junior High Track meet in Pampa scheduled for Feb.
28 was canceled and will not be rescheduled.

Girls and boys soccer scheduled for Feb. 25 against
Borger has been rescheduled for Saturday March 2 at
noon and 2 p.m. with the seniors recognition occurring
immediately following the girls game at noon.

Medicaid

Continued From Page 1

Zerwas also said that
while the governor holds
the keys, the Legislature
could play a key role in
negotiating with the fed-
eral government on the
feasibility of a Medicaid
expansion in Texas.

“It’s the governor’s call,
but I think the Legislature
should certainly have a
voice in this,” Zerwas
said. “The Legislature
could say, because of the
magnitude of this, we
should be weighing in on
what the budgetary impact
of this might be.”

Asked whether the
Legislature would consid-
er raising Medicaid reim-
bursement rates for Texas
doctors, so as to avoid
more providers leaving
the safety net program,
neither lawmaker would
make a commitment. But
they spoke of other ways
to improve the state’s phy-

sician base, including add-
ing new graduate medical
education slots for the
state’s medical students.

“We are looking at
increasing GME slots in
the state of Texas, gradu-
ate medical education
slots, residency slots,
to address some of the
workforce  shortages,”
Schwertner said. “It’s
important to make sure
that we are educating in
Texas ... rather than send-
ing them out of state,
where they are more like-
ly to stay out of state.”

Regarding the budget
cuts in the last legislative
session to family planning
and women’s health care,
both lawmakers said they
support an initiative this
session to restore funding
by way of primary care
programs.

“We’re going to recom-
mend a funding level for
[women’s health] ... at
about 50 percent higher
than what they had origi-
nally asked for,” Zerwas
said.

AP source: 49ers to send Smith to KC

By JANIE McCAULEY
AP Sports Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
— Alex Smith quietly
stayed behind the scenes
after losing his job and
watched from the sideline
as San Francisco returned
to the Super Bowl for the
first time in 18 years. Yet
the No. 1 overall draft pick
from 2005 did make one
thing known: The veteran
quarterback still considers
himself a starter.

And he hoped to get that
chance again. Now, he
appears to have it.

The Kansas City Chiefs
have agreed to acquire
Smith from the 49ers in
the first major acquisition
since Andy Reid took over
as the team’s new coach
in early January, a person
with knowledge of the
trade told The Associated
Press on Wednesday.

The person spoke on
condition of anonymity
because the deal cannot
become official until
March 12, when the NFL’s
new business year begins.
Another person familiar
with the swap said the
49ers will get a second-
round pick in April’s
draft, No. 34 overall, and
a conditional pick in the
2014 draft.

After spending his first
eight up-and-down years
with the 49ers, Smith will
get a welcome new start.
The Chiefs will get the
proven play-caller they
hope can help turn things
around under a new coach
much the way Smith did
under Jim Harbaugh in
San Francisco.

“You never know when
your opportunity’s going
to come,” Smith said late
in the season. “The good
ones are ready when they
do come.”

The Chiefs have gone this
route before, acquiring Joe
Montana from the 49ers

nearly 20 years ago, in
April 1993, after he won
four Super Bowls but gave
way to Steve Young — San
Francisco’s quarterback of
the future.

Not so different from
Smith’s  situation last
season behind second-year
QB Colin Kaepernick.
Moving Smith was hardly
unexpected. He realized it
once Kaepernick emerged
as a capable starter over
the season’s final two
months, and Smith all
but said goodbye with
his first pro team when
he played briefly in the
regular-season finale
against Arizona to cheers
of “Let’s Go, Alex!” and
“Alex! Alex!” from the
Candlestick Park crowd.
With Smith now headed
for Kansas City, Matt
Cassel is likely headed
out of town. And Reid
will enter his first draft as
Chiefs coach in April no
longer needing to search
for a quarterback.

The Chiefs’ problems at
quarterback are the single
biggest reason they went
2-14 last season and
secured the No. 1 pick in
the draft for the first time
in franchise history.

It’s been a long-running
problem for a franchise

that has tried Steve
Bono and Elvis Grbac
(two more  one-time

49ers), and more recently
Damon Huard, Tyler
Thigpen and Tyler Palko
at quarterback. And then
there’s Cassel.

He was acquired by
recently fired general
manager Scott Pioli, and
has two years left on a
$63  million, six-year
deal. He will likely be cut
once Smith is acquired.
Cassel was benched last
season in favor of Brady
Quinn, who also is a free
agent after going 1-7 as
the starter.

If Smith can bring the

steady form that defined
his last two years, the
Chiefs might be able
to establish a much-
needed consistency under
center. They also found
themselves a team-first
player who led the 49ers
through workouts during
the 2011 lockout.

Under the three-year
contract  he signed
last March, Smith is

guaranteed $8.5 million
in base salary for the
2013 season.

Smith thrived under 49ers
coach and former NFL
quarterback Harbaugh in
one-plus season as the
starter. Then, just like
that, it all changed after he
sustained a concussion.

Last week at the NFL
combine, Harbaugh
praised Smith and

reiterated just how strong
San Francisco was with
Colin Kaepernick as the
starter and someone with
Smith’s credentials at
backup.

Yet everyone knew it
was likely the 49ers
would do their best to
improve Smith’s situation
considering all he did for
the franchise for nearly
the past decade.

“Alex 1is really playing
the best football of his
career the last two years,”
Harbaugh said. “We
think we got the best
quarterback situation in
the National Football
League, feel strongly
about that. Again, that’ll
be aprocess that plays out.
Alex Smith continuing
to be a 49er or if a trade
occurs in the next weeks
or months. Those are the

two possibilities, most
likely possibilities.”
Smith acknowledged

when he lost the job
to Kaepernick back in
November that he had
done nothing wrong but
get hurt. Not only had
he completed 26 of his

previous 28 passes — 18
of 19 for 232 yards and
three touchdowns without
an interception and a
157.1 passer rating in a
Monday Night Football
win at Arizona on Oct. 29
— Smith had just earned
NFC Offensive Player
of the Week honors after
that victory in the desert.
He then sustained a
concussion in the second
quarter of a 24-24 tie
against St. Louis on Nov.
11 — saying later he
threw a touchdown pass
with blurry vision. Smith
sat out the next game as
Kaepernick dazzled in his
debut as an NFL starter,
beating the Bears handily
at home on Monday Night
Football.

After that, Harbaugh
vowed to stick with
the “hot hand,” as he
regularly put it, while
complicating matters by
still referring to Smith as
a starter.

Smith’s most poignant
response to the situation
was, “I feel like the only
thing I did to lose my job
was get a concussion.”
Kaepernick led the 49ers
to the NFC championship
and a 34-31 loss to
Baltimore in the Super
Bowl in his second
season. Now the 49ers are
looking for his backup.
The 28-year-old Smith
struggled for most of his
career in San Francisco,
plagued as much by
coaching and constant
coordinator changes as by
his own indecisiveness.
But  when Harbaugh
became coach in January
2011, Smith blossomed
under the former QB’s
guidance. He was among
the league leaders in
passer rating (104.1)
with a 70.2 completion
percentage when he got
hurt last season.

Fox Sports first reported
the deal Wednesday.

Strange sight on college

CINCINNATI (AP) —
College basketball’s tour-
nament time is taking on
a new look this year, with
lots of double-takes ex-
pected.

Six teams will wear
special uniforms for their
conference and antici-
pated NCAA tournament
appearances next month,
setting a fashion trend in
college basketball: cam-
ouflage-patterned  shorts,
bright-colored jerseys and
sleeves.

Sleeves?

Yep. Sleeves on jerseys,
including those worn by
tradition-rich UCLA, giv-
ing March’s rich history a
decidedly unconventional
look. Six teams will wear
special tournament uni-
forms unveiled on Thurs-

wait!

300 N. Ballard
806.665.5788
806.669.1071

B&B Pharmacy/

Free Delivery ¢ Drive-up Window

Time Is Money

Tired of waiting for your prescription...

...if you have co-pay insurance, you
pay the same co-pay without the

day by Adidas — UCLA,
Louisville, Baylor, Kansas,
Notre Dame and Cincin-
nati.

“I’'m sure the tradition-
alists out there are really,
really struggling looking
at those uniforms,” Cin-
cinnati coach Mick Cronin
said on Thursday.

Especially those worn
by UCLA, Louisville and
Baylor, which agreed to
have short sleeves on their
jerseys. Adidas debuted
a short-sleeve basketball

basketball court; sleeves

shirt with the NBA’s Gold-
en State Warriors in mid-
February.

The new look will be es-
pecially head-turning for
teams that usually wear
tradition on their chests.

“Everyone here knows

Kansas’ tradition and his-
tory should be what is pro-
moted in our look, and we
have done that for years,”
coach Bill Self said. “But
this is the one game or
whatever that we will make
that exception for Adidas.

PC DREAMS

Computer Repair Done Right At Affordable Prices
2100 N. Perryton Pkwy. « 688-7817

Se habla espariol

7950
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325 Frederic Ave
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