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Recent Rain Delivers Mixed 
Results; Puts High Plains in 
Better Position Than Last Year

State

By Shawn Wade
Judging the 2009 High 

Plains cotton crop to be signifi
cantly better today than it was 
at the same time in 2008 may 
be a bit of a stretch at first 
glance, especially when look
ing at dryland cotton acres.

Look a little deeper though, 
and the differences begin to tilt 
the table in favor o f the current 
season despite the struggles 
that both irrigated and dryland 
crops have experienced thus 
far.

Planting season is winding 
to a close and June 5 marks the 
Federal Crop Insurance pro
gram final planting date for 
most central High Plains cot
ton counties. So far the weather 
has largely cooperated in terms 
of allowing growers to get 
fields planted. Unfortunately it 
hasn’t provided all the plant
ing moisture many would like 
to see. Southern High Plains 
counties with a June 10 final 
insurance planting date still 
have a few days to get their 
initial planting activity com
pleted.

I f  dry conditions in these 
areas persist, some cotton 
could end up being abandoned 
and the acreage put to another 
use. If this occurs, it is impor
tant to note that crop insurance 
rules dictate that the drought 
affected acreage will not be

eligible for adjustment, due to 
non-emergence o f seed af
fected by drought conditions, 
until 15 days after the appli
cable final planting date for the 
county in which the crop is 
planted.

Abandonment could still be 
the fate for some dryland acre
age. Most dryland producers 
need 1.5-2 inches to get a cot
ton crop started. On an opti
mistic note, some dryland 
growers are at least getting a 
little rain and still have a 
chance to get something going 
in 2009,

For dryland crops the first 
big difference from 2008 is the 
fact that so far 2009 has re
minded many producers that 
rainfall events do frequent the 
area during planting season.

That reminder has some
times been served with a frus
trating mixture of hope and 
trepidation to growers who can 
often see, and sometimes 
smell, the moisture they need 
falling just over the horizon.

The second big difference 
for dryland growers is the fact 
that there is actually some 
moisture underneath a fair 
amount of the region’s dryland 
acres that could help sustain a 
young dryland crop. As always 
the key will be getting help 
from above to provide the 
moisture needed to germinate

and establish a crop in areas 
that are still dry.

While both 2009 and 2008 
have started out dry from a 
planting perspective the 2008 
dryland crop started in a big
ger hole with both a dry seed- 
bed and virtually no under
ground moisture. The end re
sult in 2008 was ultimately the 
abandonment of some one mil
lion dryland cotton acres.

All things considered it 
seems the region’s dryland 
acreage has to be considered a 
little better off, simply because 
a fair number of acres still have 
a chance to contribute to the 
region ’s 2009 production total.

Irrigated cotton acres 
appear to be progressing pretty 
well, although many irrigated 
growers have been disap
pointed that their crops haven’t 
“grown o f f ’ the way they 
would prefer.

A big contributor to the ir
rigated crop’s sluggish perfor
mance has been the relatively 
mild weather conditions that 
prevailed this far. Despite day
time temperatures have been 
pretty well in line with sea
sonal norms, nighttime tem
peratures continue to dip into 
the low to middle 50s at night.

According to Dr. Randy 
Boman, Texas AgriLife Exten
sion Cotton Agronomist, the

(Continued to Page 4)

Borden County students recently competing in U.I.L. events at the University 
o f Texas campus in Austin, Texas are (left to right) Katherine Froman, 
Brendan Tarleton, Chasiti Rutherford, Eric Espinoza and Lacey Roberts.

Success at Austin
BHS U.I.L Students 
Perform Well at Meet

Séveral Borden County 
High School students had a 
successful couple of days at the 
recent U.I.L. Academic State 
Meet on the University of 
Texas campus in Austin.

Despite a 214 week delay in 
the contest due to the swiné flu 
scare, senior K atherine 
Froman and junior Chasiti 
Rutherford both received 3 rd 
place bronze medals following 
fantastic performances in their 
respective events.

Froman, who finished her 
high school career off as three
time state qualifier, finished in 
third place in the 1A Spelling 
& Vocabulary contest. She 
scored a 94 out of a possible 
100 in the contest, and received 
the medal that she so has been 
desiring since starting in the 
event as a freshman.

Rutherford received her 
own bronze medal in 1A Lin
coln-Douglas Debate. She

(Continued to Page 3)
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Borden County ISD 
Board Meeting

________________  May 18, 2009___
Regular Board Meeting 

May 18, 2009
The Board of Trustees of the Borden County Independent School District of Gail, Texas 

met in regular session at 7:00 RM. in the Borden County I.S.D. Board Room. Board members 
present were John Anderson, Joel Dennis, Joe Harding, Randy Hensley, Carol Lewis, Dennis 
Poole, and Mike Valentine. Jimmy Thomas and Bart McMeans were also present.

1. The meeting was called to order by John Anderson.
2. There was no community input.
3. A motion was made by Joel Dennis and seconded by Carol Lewis to approve the minutes 

of the April 20, 2009 Board Meeting. The motion carried unanimously.
4. A motion was made by Joe Harding and seconded by Randy Hensley to approve the May 

2009 bills. The motion carried unanimously.
5. A motion was made by Carol Lewis and seconded by Dennis Poole to sponsor a Chemi

cal Free Graduation Party for the Class of 2009. The motion carried unanimously.
6. The results of the May 9, 2009 Borden County I.S.D. Bond Election were reviewed and 

canvassed. A motion was made by Randy Hensley and seconded by Dennis Poole to approve 
the results as presented. The motion carried unanimously.

7. A motion was made by Joel Dennis and seconded by Mike Valentine to set the regular 
June 2009 meeting for June 15, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. The motion carried unanimously

8. A motion was made by Dennis Poole and seconded by Carol Lewis to accept the resig
nation of Tracye Spencer. The motion carried unanimously

9. A motion was made by Dennis Poole and seconded by Joe Harding to amend the 2008- 
2009 Borden County I.S.D. Budget as recommended. The motion carried unanimously.

10. Mr. Thomas gave a year to date financial report, a construction report, and reported that
211 students were enrolled as of May 12, 2009. A motion was made by Mike Valentine and 
seconded by Dennis Poole to approve the superintendent’s report. The motion carried unani
mously. -

11. A motion was made by Joel Dennis and seconded by Carol Lewis to adjourn the meet
ing. The motion carried.

BORDEN COUNTY ISD BOND ELECTION .
May 9, 2009

PLAINS SOUTH
GAIL

VEALMOOR MURPHY FAIRVIEW NORTH
GAIL

SNELLINGS EARLY TOTAL

A 2A 2B 3A 3B 4A 4B

FO R 13 21 4 6 7 18 8 85 162

A G AIN ST 21 8 7 4 21 8 2 36 107

TO TA L VO TES C AST 34 29 11 10 28 26 10 121 269

60.2231%
MARGIN

Special Board Meeting 
May 26, 2009

The Board of Trustees of the Borden County Independent School District of Gail, Texas 
met in special session at 7:00 P.M. in the Borden County I.S.D. Board Room. Board members 
present were John Anderson, Joel Dennis, Joe Harding, Randy Hensley, Carol Lewis, Dennis 
Poole, and Mike Valentine. Superintendent, Jimmy Thomas, Ross Sharp, Richard Constancio, 
James Hicks, and John Abbott were also present.

1. The meeting was called to order by John Anderson.
2. There was no community input.
3. Representatives from Shiver Megert & Associates and Wiley Hicks Jr. Inc. conducted an 

overview of the upcoming Construction Project.
4. A discussion pertaining to hiring summer employees and hourly wages was conducted. 

A motion was made by Mike Valentine and seconded by Dennis Poole to set the minimum 
hourly wage for summer workers at a rate of $7.75 for new workers, $8.25 an hour for summer 
workers completing summer work that have previously been employed, $9.00 an hour for new 
permanent employees, and to allow the following summer employees to be employed for the 
summer (Brendan Tarleton, Raylea Underwood, Chellsie Pigford, Tony Soto, Kate Wallace, 
Michael Cooley, David Rodriguez, Garrett Thomas, Quinton Shaffer, and R.T. Shaffer. The 
motion carried unanimously.

5. A motion was made by Joel Dennis and seconded by Carol Lewis to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion carried unanimously.

/ A g r i U F R  E X T E N S IO N
Texas A&M System

md jAo...
b y  J u lie  S m ith

Boeder) C o u n t y  E x te n s io n  A g e n t -F a m i ly  a n d  C o n s u m e r Sciences

E d u c atio n a l p ro g ram s o f  the- Tex as  A griLife Extension  S erv ice a re  open to a ll p eo p le  w ithout re ga rd  to 
race , color, sex, disability, re lig ion, ag e , o r  n a tio n a l origin. The Texas A & M  U niversity System ,
U .S . D e p a rtm e n t o f  A griculture , a n d  the C ounty  C om m issioners Courts o f  Tex as  C ooperating

The Lowdown on Dirty Dishes: 
Tips for getting the job done in 

record time
When the lazy, hazy days of 

summer are in full swing, it’s 
natural to want to give house
hold chores short shrift. Who 
wants to spend time doing 
dishes when the outdoors beck
ons?

While it’s tempting to stock 
up on paper and plastic dinner- 
ware, it’s not necessarily the 
best solution. In addition to 
environmental concerns and 
the extra expense involved in 
purchasing these disposable 
products, pots and pans still 
need to be cleaned! So here are 
some tips for getting those 
dishes done at warp speed. '

In the dishwasher:
* Load promptly. Make it 

a habit to put dirty dishes into 
the dishwasher as you use 
them. It gets clutter off the 
counter and keeps the process 
from becoming overwhelming.

* Follow the directions on 
the automatic dish detergent 
label so you use only as much 
detergent as is necessary to 
clean your dishes.

By hand:
* Preplan. Dishwashing is 

easier if food doesn’t have a 
chance to dry on the dishes. So,

when cooking or baking, fill the 
sink with dish soap and hot 
water before you start. When 
you finish with a pot, pan or 
utensil, put it directly in the 
water.

* Presoak so it’s easier to 
remove bumed-on stains and 
cooked-on soils. This gives the 
detergent’s ingredients time to 
break down soils. As a result, 
it’ll minimize the amount of 
detergent required and the 
scrubbing time needed.

* Use hot water when wash
ing dishes by hand. The hot 
water helps cut grease and lift 
dirt away, which reduces scrub
bing time. If you have sensitive 
hands, wear a pair of rubber 
gloves.

* Air-dry your dishes. It’s a 
time-saver.

To learn more about prod
ucts formulated to clean dishes 
by hand, check out The Soap 
and Detergent Association’s 
new Dish Care Fact Sheet. To 
download it, v isit h ttp :// 
www, cleaning 101 .com/files/ 
dish-care-fact-sheet.pdf.

Source: Soap and Detergent 
Association Cleaning Matter 
Newsletter July/August 2009

r  e x t e n s i o n

O a  tìb ie  W i t i f t  S i d e  o ilif e
by Cody G Hill

ßordent County Extension Agent — 
Agriculture

Cducarí orisi at f h *  Texas. A eriti#«  íxmnsion Sere«:« mtm operi to  a íí peoptf’
without regare» to race, catar, w jt .  (Usabtiity, re lig ion , age. o r a&bm ft  o rig in . The Texas. 
A & M  (University System . U S- D e p a rtm e n t at A gricu lture, and th e  C ounty Com m iiirO rtffS , 
Courts « f  Taxas Cootreratfwg,

Borden County Youth Riding 
Club

There will be a Borden County Youth Riding Club meeting 
held on June 11, 2009 at the Borden County Extension Office. 
The planning meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. and anyone inter
ested in helping plan and schedule this years events are encour
aged to attend. For more information contact Cody G Hill at 
the Borden County Extension Office at (806) 756-4336.
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Still Driving Me Crazy
By Sue Jane Mayes

Teaching driver education is 
similar to preaching at a tent 
revival. Not that I have been 
to many tent revivals, but I did 
read about them in The Adven
tures o f  Huckleberry Finn, 
which is more than enough to 
make me somewhat of an ex-> 
pert. So, on this the 14th anni
versary of my driving instruc
tor career in Gail America, it 
just seems like an opportune 
time to reflect on how sitting 
in the front seat of a car is akin 
to sitting on the front pew at a 
gospel meeting.

Let’s just be honest: the two 
most important lessons in life 
revolve around learning about 
God and learning how to drive. 
The first one we need for our 
eternal salvation; the other is 
directly tied in to our daily 
transportation. Kids get that. 
Even though some young ones 
probably get saved just to 
please their parents or to get 
that standing ovation from the 
congregation, my guess is that 
they truly do feel better know
ing that the Good Lord is be
hind the wheel on the Road of 
Life.

Teenagers also know that 
traveling the roads of Borden 
County are a lot more fun if 
they are behind the wheel. Ob
viously, then, when your kids 
want to take driver education 
to become drivers, just relax. 
They are just trying to become 
God-like.

Our classroom revivals re
quire 32 hours of study. Then, 
THE moment arrives—you 
know, the seven steps of trans
portation—they are ready to 
take their driving permit test 
and become legal. What a day 
of rejoicing that is. We then 
begin the practice driving 
which consists of seven hours 
behind the wheel with me in 
the passenger seat (buckled up, 
holding on, and praying).

Just like a revival minister, 
I have to appeal 
charismatically to their senses. 
You bet I am going to throw 
some hellfire and brimstone 
their way when it comes to (1) 
drinking and driving, (2) over
correcting, (3) speeding, and 
(4) texting or talking on the 
phone while driving. Oh, I 
throw in a little mercy/forgive- 
ness here and there, giving 
them a second chance at paral
lel parking if they mess up. If 
they can’t parallel park after 
the third attempt, it’s time to 
move on. I probably should 
follow the “seven times sev
enty rule” as the Good Lord 
did, but after all, I am human, 
so I just give up and suggest 
perpendicular and diagonal 
parking for the rest of their 
lives.

After a tent revival, some
times people just revert to their 
old ways. Bad habits creep 
back. The same is true of 
young drivers. They think the 
permit in their pocket is a li
cense to drive. It is not. It is a 
license to continue to learn to 
drive.

A sense of humor goes a 
long way in surviving life and 
in instructing 15-year-olds the 
art of driving. Never, though, 
do I want them to take this re
sponsibility lightly. I sure 
don’t. I am keenly aware that 
teaching someone else’s child 
to drive is as crucial as teach
ing them to read and write.

No accidents to date, knock 
on the car dash. Plenty of near 
accidents that had me truly 
calling on the name of the Lord 
(not cursing). But, if in the 
event that moment does come 
when we get a ding in the car 
or hit that tree or jump a curve 
(wait, we have done that one), 
then I’ 11 do what any good tent 
revival preacher would do.

I’ll pass the plate.

‘Ifiouyfitfor die (Day
Not much evil is done by evil people. M ost o f the evil 

is done by good people, who do not know that they 
are not good.

—Reinhold Niebuhr

GailFFA 
Sale Items 
Inventory

Success at Austin... Prices
Slashed(Continued from Page 1)

went 2-1 in her preliminary 
rounds by defeating opponents 
from Thomdale and Winters. 
Her speaker points awarded in 
each round helped her break to 
the semifinals, despite a loss to 
a student from Sulphur Springs 
North Hopkins. She dropped 
only 4 out of 90 speaker points 
in her three preliminary rounds. 
In the semifinals, she lost to a 
student from Saratoga West 
Hardin, but she still received 
the bronze medal as a state 
semifinalist.

Joining Froman and Ru
therford on the medal stand at 
the State Meet was junior 
Brendan Tarleton who finished 
6th in 1A Prose Interpretation. 
Tarleton advanced from the 
state preliminary round to the 
finals in the event, where he 
then received a state finalist 
medal.

Also competing at the 
state meet for BHS were jun
iors Eric Espinoza and Lacey 
Roberts. Espinoza competed 
in Extemporaneous Informa
tive Speaking, but he failed to 
make the finals. Roberts com
peted in Feature Writing but 
did not place in the top 6. Valu

able experience was gained for 
next year.

Academ ic coaches 
Darrin Ard (speech & debate), 
Cindy Herridge (spelling & vo
cabulary), and Charla Soto 
(journalism), and Sue Jane 
Mayes (debate judge) accom
panied their contestants to the 
State Meet.

Congratulations, BHS

Gail FFA still has cookie 
dough and meat items for sale 
at a now reduced rate.

Cookie dough $12 each 
Items available:
M&M Cookie-4, Sugar 

Cookie-2, White Chocolate 
Macadamia-2, Pecan Cob- 
blers-4

Meat Items available:

AgriUW1  E X T E N S IO N

Li$tl B iu c a t io n a l  P ro g ra m  BY M A IL

Living Well programs by mail will Help improve your lifestyle 
and overall well-being to  begin * Living Well in 2009.*

I A  packer »«M ifM j to  t h t  to p ic  m U h r  -Mtsi. to  y o u  m 4 fe rn  wiS) to  c<>-t»fl«te ar* evaia.a lto« b f  m art
t«i> ivill take tW plat« «I a tvvr to-ia-v pwfsvm, «wdl sito« ÿ&a to reset** the

:>4 Preservation
Po you plain to  can or freeze foods this year; Then you need to he up-to-date on the latest in formation 

aboni mp4 preservation techniques; This educational program by mail will provide you with current 
iniart?ration tor the safest ami easiest way* to  preserve your Summer bounty!

Contact the Extension Office by Friday. June 1?"" if you would like to receive the 
educational program packet by mail on  Food Preservation.

t 4Ù  Ejft 'm iU r n tn  <*r P.O. ikm iss Pbvam F**

I■I
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You are invited to  attend trie 
Color r ie  Healtny Fur?

* in the community Hoorn in Gail 
AH youth age *p? are invited 

We will play games, s'mg songs, make crafts 
and snacks, while learning how to ... 

Color hfe Healthy?

AgriLIFE EXTENSION

■ «<% >' <i> f> sftíy, ytf, it it X

Texas AgriLife Extension Service - 

Borden, Garza, Lynn, Mitchell and Scurry Counties 

is sponsoring a:

Pressure Canner Testing Clinic

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 -1 :QG p m  through 5:30 p m  

Scurry' County Extension Office (2805 Avenue M, Snyder)

%

Bring your pressure canner lid snsi gauge by during the afternoon of Id *  lor f«sting

so dstsnfeine its accuracy and safety lor this canning season. We wit have an exhibit ©rt 

me PoV m t i  Cents of € m n in § ,  and * t te  have ftendoois «vaasble regarding ®il methods 

of food preservation, We will have drawings for door prize*. So Ea-sv to Preserve recipe 

books vv>li also be avaiiafcte for purchase at $15 each, For mar# information, contact your 

fecal Texas AgriLife Extension Service ofSe®,

p r i s m i !  & t í ft*?  Tzxítz Ez$&(t88trs S e w :e  a w  &% pzc-0? w jtftn v i r z p z 'i i  h  cebi-, s e x ,

ém^0 0 ,mH0d«. *m< t>rmiiom>vríit»i- Vt» Èpiàé, tl.9. Ùte tiim+nt&A&ièotoin , hmîu»£î» i>-
Cammmmmé SvssÆs of 7mm

We re always here for piu 
In coso of an Emergency!

S e g l i n i l l  r *
B W r f U B n V  W W

806/759-5111

Commissioners Meeting
WHEREAS, On this the 

26th day of May, 2009, the 
Comm issioners’ Court of 
Borden County, Texas, con
vened in Special Session in the 
Commissioners Court room in 
the courthouse of Gail, Texas, 
the following members of the 
court being present, to-wit:

VAN L. YORK, County 
Judge; MONTE SMITH, 
Commissioner Precinct No. 1; 
RANDY ADCOCK, Com
missioner, Precinct No. 2; JOE 
BELEW, Commissipner, 
Prect. No. 4; JOYCE 
HERRIDGE, County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio of the Commis
sioners Court, constituting a 
quorum, when the following 
proceedings were had, in ac
cordance with the posted 
agenda.

In attendance were John

Recent
Rain...

(Continued from Page 1)

sometimes cool morning tem
peratures of May and early 
June have the irrigated crop 
lagging a little bit even though 
overall heat unit accumula
tions are tracking close to nor
mal.

The 2009 growing season 
is starting in typical High 
Plains fashion with more 
questions than answers at this 
early stage. With hopes for es
tablishing more dryland acres 
this year, favorable weather 
could set the stage for the area 
to put together another re
spectable cotton crop this 
year.

Editor’s Note:
“Cotton News”, a weekly 
service of Plains Cotton 
Growers to the cotton indus
try and news media in the 
25-county High Plains area, 
is mailed from Lubbock, 
each Friday. Its contents are 
confined to news items and 
comments pertaining to the 
High Plains cotton industry 
which is so vital to us all.

Anyone interested in mak
ing comments about the com 
tents of this column can call 
PCG at 806-792-4904 or 
Email PCG at: 
cotnews@plainscotton.org

Anderson, Joel Dennis, Joe 
Harding, Mike Valentine, 
Ralph Miller, Dean Roberson, 
Freda Radcliff, Lee 
Burchfield, N.L. Buchanan, 
Joe Grimes and Bert Moffitt.

PERANENT SCHOOL 
FUND

After discussion and con
sideration, Commissioner 
Belew made a motion to dis
tribute this month form Borden 
County to Borden County 
I.S.D. the Texas Constitution
ally Article 7, Scetion 6B Per
manent School Funds in the 
amount o f $1,900,000.00. 
Commissioner Adcock sec
onded the motion.

Voting for: Commissioners 
Adcock, Belew and Judge 
York.

Voting against: Commis
sioners Smith and Reyes.

MINUTES APPROVED
Minutes of the Commis

sioners Court Meeting of May 
12, 2009 were read. Commis
sioner Reyes made a motion to 
approve said minutes. Com
missioner Belew seconded the 
motion. Motion carried-.

U.S. HIGHWAY 180
Legion Commander N.L. 

Buchanan, Freda Redcliff, and 
Lee Burchfield presented a re
quest to rename a portion of 
U.S. Highway 180 in honor of 
Jimmy Doyle, a Veteran killed 
in World War II and recently 
brought home.

The proposed Jimmy Doyle 
Memorial Highway would be
gin at the Scurry-Borden Line 
and continue through Borden 
County to Lamesa City limits. 
The County will be required to 
buy and maintain the signs des
ignating Highway. No action 
was taken.

SURPLUS COUNTY 
EQUIPMENT

As advertised bids were 
opened at 9:30 a.m. for the

Former Borden County 
coach and teacher, Eddie 
James, will be inducted into 
the Texas Six-Man Hall of 
Fame July 18,2009 at Lowery 
Field in Lubbock, Texas.

James served as Borden 
County Athletic Director and

County Trailer. One bid was re
ceived in the amount of 
$1,785.00 Commissioner Belew 
made a motion to reject bid. 
Commissioner Smith seconded 
the motion. Motion carried.

BURN BAN
Commissioner Adcock made 

a motion to lift the Borden 
county Burn Ban. Commis
sioner Reyes seconded the mo
tion. Voting for: Commissioners 
Smith, Adcock and Reyes.

Voting against: Commis
sioner Belew and Judge York.

TRAP CLUB
Mr. Dean Roberson visited 

with the Court giving an esti
mated cost of new Skeet and 
trap Facilities.

SHOW BARN AND
RODEO ARENA

Grimes & Associates Con
sulting Engineers representa
tives, Bert Moffitt, A.I.A. and 
Joe Grimes, P.E. discussed us
ing their firm for the relocation 
and building of the Show Bam 
and Rodeo Arena.

WATER SYSTEM RE
PAIRS

Work is progressing on the 
water system. The Well passed 
test and will soon be working. 
Work and painting of the water 
tank is progressing.

ACCOUNTS ALLOWED
The current accounts were 

examined and Commissioner 
Smith made a motion to approve 
and pay said accounts. Commis
sioner Reyes seconded the mo
tion. Motion carried.

DISCUSSION FOR
FUTURE AGENDA

No new items were pre
sented.

ADJOURN
Commissioner Adcock 

made a motion to adjourn. Com
missioner Smith seconded the 
motion and was approved unani
mously.

THE FOREGOING MIN
UTES READ AND AP
PROVED THIS THE 9th day 
of June, 2009.

head coach from 1953 to 1962.
He coached football, basket

ball and track.
Leaving Borden County in 

1962, James accepted a teach
ing and coaching assignment in 
Seminole.

Former BC Coach to 
be Inducted Into Texas 
Six-Man Hall of Fame

mailto:cotnews@plainscotton.org

