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Driver Education: The Sequel Texas Stories
A Showcase of the Texas Spirit

From Kerosene to Cucumbers

By Sue Jane Mayes
Reader response was over­

whelming for the 2010 Driver 
Education exposé. In fact, 
many of you wrote in with 
comments and letters. Here are 
just a few.

Dear Crazy Mayesy,
You are whimp. When I  

took driver education with 
(name withheld), we had to 
drive up Gail Mountain and
back down.... in reverse. Too
bad you can’t handle a few  
goats in the road.

—Signed: Anonymously 
yours

Dear Mrs. Mayes,
I f  you are interested in 

some more life insurance, call 
meat 1-800-shoot-me. We of­
ten run specials just for driver 
education

teachers.
—Signed: Fred Loyola
Dear Woman Driver,

Why in the world does 
Borden County have a 
WOMAN teaching this class?

What up with that? Every­
one knows that women are the 
worst drivers in the world. You 
are way too emotionalfor a job 
o f this caliber. And, from what 
I  hear, you are way too old for 
it, too.

—Signed: Anonymously 
Yours Again

Yo, Chica Bonita,
I  like your style. Why 

don’t you teach driver educa­
tion in your old El Camino. Do 
you still have it? It would be 
soooo cool to learn to drive in 
a classic car such as that. 
Didn’t it have dual exhaust and 
a 350 engine? You would

never have to worry about 
front-end collision going bad 
in that sweet ride. In fact, I  
might like to re-take driver 
education i f  the school would 
let you use the EC. Yo, call me.

—Signed: Homie Friend 
from Da Hood

Well, I learned a long time 
ago that words hurt worse than 
sticks and stones.

Still, I have to admit I am a 
bit intrigued by the idea of 
driving down Gail Mountain in 
reverse, taking out more life 
insurance, and buying another 
El Camino just for driver edu­
cation. When I do, I’ll find that 
Mr. Anonymously Yours and 
run over him.

For the record, these letters 
are all made up. It’s a new

genre of writing I like to call 
“triction”... .a smooth blend of 
truth and fiction. The reader 
has to guess what parts are for 
real and what parts are just 
plain lies. Please don’t call the 
editor to complain because we 
just want to have a little fun 
with the paper during the sum­
mer months. I grew up read­
ing Art Buchwald, Erma 
Bombeck, Lewis Grizzard, 
Molly Ivins, and Dave Barry. 
Most of them are dead now, so 
someone has to step up and 
humor the masses.

For real, Driver Ed. 2010 is 
almost over. Next up for me 
is a 3,500 mile road trip with 
my sisters and cousins. Call 
me crazy.

I drove into George 
Hargrove’s place on the edge of 
Crockett the other day to ask 
directions. While he was telling 
me how to get to a neighbor’s 
house, I noticed the well-kept 
trees, lawn and garden on his 
place. He seemed so friendly 
and full of life I asked him if I 
could interview him. He said 
sure. I’m always looking for 
people with a good sense of hu­
mor and a gleam in their eye 
who like to talk. George fits the 
bill to a T.

He has all the latest farm 
equipment on his six acre 
spread, including two tractors, 
three lawnmowers and all kinds 
of trailers, wheelbarrows and 
tools. George just turned 83 and 
says he has never had a bad day 
and can remember every day of 
his life since the age of three. 
He says at one time he could 
name three-fourths of the people 
in Houston County because he 
sold them refrigerators, appli­
ances and air conditioners. 
When he was a boy, his daddy 
bought a kerosene refrigerator 
that made ice cubes. “That fas­
cinated me so much I thought I 
would go into that business one 
day and I did. It was a Servel 
refrigerator. You put kerosene in 
a two-gallon container in the 
refrigerator and that builds a fire 
that heats up ammonia and wa­
ter and turns it into refrigerant 
that made the ice cubes. You had 
to clean it once a week or it 
wouldn’t work. It was my job to

clean it. It had a wick just like a 
kerosene lamp and you had to 
keep that wick trimmed and keep 
it clean.”

Back in those kerosene days, 
George and his family listened 
to the Grand Old Opry on radio. 
“We had the only radio for miles 
around and it ran on a series of 
batteries that we had to take to 
town to get charged. On Satur­
day night neighbors would come 
over to listen. Sometimes we’d 
have twenty-five people 
crowded around the radio.”

George retired twenty years 
ago and turned the business over 
to his daughter and son in law. 
He started growing things like 
he used to do on the farm. “I 
never wanted to come back to a 
farm in my lifetime, but after 
dealing with the public for forty 
or fifty years, the garden is a 
haven.”

He has a garden that covers 
an entire acre, growing spinach, 
potatoes, figs, and onions. He 
has grown lots of tomatoes, 
which he says is one of the hard­
est crops to grow. “Last year I 
put 100 tomato plants in the 
ground and sold over a ton, ate 
about 200 pounds and gave 
about 500 pounds away.” When 
I asked him what was the easi­
est crop to grow he replied, “nut 
grass.”

He set out 30 pecan trees 
when they were about 2 feet tall. 
They’re forty feet tall now.

(Continued toPage 4)
Driver Ed Instructor Sue Jane Mayes (a.k.a. Crazy Mayesy, Woman Driver, 
Chica Bonita)
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WHEREAS, On this the 
8th day of June, 2010, the 
C om m issioners’ Court o f 
Borden County, Texas, con­
vened in Regular Session in the 
Commissioners Court room in 
the courthouse of Gail, Texas, 
the following members of the 
court being present, to-wit:

VAN L. YORK, County 
Judge; MONTE SMITH, 
Commissioner, Precinct N. 1; 
RANDY ADCOCK, Com­
missioner, Precinct No. 2; 
ERNEST REYES, Commis­
sioner, Precinct No. 3; JOE 
BELEW, Comm issioner, 
Prect. No. 4; JOYCE 
HERRIDGE County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio of the Commis­
sioners Court, constituting a 
quorum, when the following 
proceedings were had, in ac­
cordance with the posted 
agenda.

Present were Don Nunnally 
and Ross Sharp.

MINUTES APPROVED
Minutes of the Commis­

sioners Court Meet-ings of 
May 25,2010 were read. Com­
missioner Reyes made a mo­
tion to approve said minutes. 
Commissioner Adcock sec­
onded the mo-tion. Motion car­
ried.

COUNTY OFFICE 
REPORTS

After Examination of the 
County Offices Reports, Com­
missioner Smith made a mo­
tion to approve submitted re­
ports. Commissioner Belew 
seconded the motion. Motion 
carried.

BORDEN COUNTY
EVENT CENTER AND

RODEO ARENA
In the absence of County 

Judge Van L. York, Com­
missioner Belew made a mo­
tion to appoint Com-missioner 
Randy Adcock to make con­
struction decisions concerning 
the Events Cen-ter and the Ro­
deo Arena. Motion was sec­
onded by Com m issioner 
Reyes. Voting For: Commis­
sioners Smith, Reyes, Belew, 
Judge York.

Voting Against: None
Abstain: Com m issioner 

A Hcnct
FIREWORKS BAN

Due to danger of fire be­
cause of high grass or dry veg­
etation, Commissioner Adcock 
made a motion to adopt order

prohibiting sale or use of cer­
tain Fireworks in specified un­
cultivated acreage in Borden 
County during the upcoming 
holiday season. Motion was se- 
conded by Com m issioner 
Smith. Motion carried.

LIBERTY NATIONAL 
LIFE POLICY

Com m issioner Adcock 
made a motion to offer County 
Employees an A ccidental 
Death Policy from Liberty Na­
tional Life. Commissioner 
Belew seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.

BUDGET
AMENDMENT

Commissioner Belew made 
a motion to amend the Records 
Management Budget in the 
amount of $30,000.00 for the 
Consolidation and Preser­
vation of Books in Clerk’s Of­
fice. Commissioner Reyes sec­
onded the motion. Motion car­
ried.

SOIL CONSERVATION 
CONSTRUCTION

A motion was made by 
Commissioner Adcock to ap­
prove the application for Soil 
Conservation Con-struction of 
Fireguards from Danny Stone 
in Precinct No. 2 at the rate of 
$35.00 per hour for a motor 
grader and $65.00 per hour for 
a dozer. Motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Reyes. Mo­
tion carried.

ACCOUNTS
ALLOWED

The current accounts were 
examined and Commissioner 
Adcock made a motion to ap­
prove and pay said accounts. 
Commissioner Smith seconded 
the motion. Motion carried.

DISCUSSION FOR FU­
TURE AGENDA

No new items were pre­
sented.

ADJOURN
Commissioner Belew 

made a motion to adjourn. 
Com m issioner Reyes sec­
onded the motion and was ap­
proved unanimously.

THE FOREGOING MIN­
UTES READ AND A P­
PROVED THIS THE 
22nd day of 
J u n e  
2010.

Borden County ISD 
Board Meeting

May 17, 2009
Regular Board Meeting
May 172010
The Board of Trustees of the 

Borden County Independent 
School District of Gail, Texas 
met in regular session at 7:00 
P.M. in the Borden County 
I.S.D. Board Room. Board 
members present were John 
Anderson, Joel Dennis, Joe 
Harding, Randy Hensley, Carol 
Lewis, and Dennis Poole. 
Mike Valentine was absent. 
Superintendent, Jimmy Tho­
mas and principal, Bart 
McMeans were also present. 
School attorney David Backus, 
D ’Linda Benham, Greg 
Benham, and Kobie Benham 
were the guests present at this 
meeting.

1. The m eeting was 
called to order at 7:01 P.M. by 
John Anderson.

2. There was no commu­
nity input.

3. A Level III Hearing 
was conducted in accordance 
with FNG Local Board Policy.

4. The board of trustees 
entered into closed session at 
7:41 P.M. to consult with the 
school attorney, deliberate and 
determine possible action of 
the Level III Hearing. The 
board returned to open session 
at 8:39 P.M. A motion was 
made by Carol Lewis and sec­
onded by Dennis Poole to deny 
the grievance and uphold the 
administration’s determination 
regarding this grievance. The 
motion carried unanimously.

5. A motion was made by 
Joel Dennis and seconded by 
Randy Hensley to approve the 
minutes of the April 19, 2010, 
and April 26, 2010, Board 
Meetings. The motion carried 
unanimously.

6. A motion was made 
by Carol Lewis and seconded 
by Joe Harding to approve the 
May 2010 bills. The motion 
carried unanimously.

7. A motion was made 
by Dennis Poole and seconded 
by Randy Hensley to sponsor 
a chemical free graduation 
night for the Class of 2010. 
The motion carried unani­
mously.

8. A motion was made 
by Joe Harding and seconded 
by Joel Dennis to set the June 
21,2010 meeting for 7:00 P.M. 
The motion carried unani­
mously.

9. Mr. Thomas reported 
that 221 students were enrolled 
as of May 12, 2010, gave a 
year to date financial report, a 
fifth six-week student grade 
report, and a construction re­
port. A motion was made by 
Joel Dennis and seconded by 
Joe Harding to approve the 
Superintendent’s Report. The 
motion carried unanimously.

10. A motion was made 
by Dennis Poole and seconded 
by Carol Lewis to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion carried 
unanimously.

Special Board Meeting
May 25, 2010
The Board of Trustees of 

the Borden County Indepen­
dent School District of Gail, 
Texas met in special session at 
7:00 P.M. in the Borden 
County I.S.D. Board Room. 
Board members present were 
John Anderson, Joel Dennis, 
Randy Hensley, Carol Lewis, 
Dennis Poole and Mike Valen­
tine. Joe Harding was absent. 
John Abbott, Jay Bingham, 
and Santana Gonzales o f 
Shiver Megert & Associates
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ELECT

LONNIE A. DOYLE
FOR

Borden County Treasurer
Your consideration, vote and 

support will be greatly 
appreciated.

Subject to action 
of Republican Part

Pol. Adv. Pd by Jon C. 
Herring, Treasurer

were present. Superintendent 
Jimmy Thomas, and principal 
Bart McMeans were also 
present.

1. The meeting was called to 
order by John Anderson.

2. There was no community 
input.

3. A motion was made by 
Randy Hensley and seconded 
by Mike Valentine to select 
Goldenstone Rockface Block, 
Cranberry Field Brick, and 
Burnt Pumpkin Brick for the 
exterior colors for the building 
project. The motion carried 
with five voting in favor. Carol 
Lewis abstained. A motion was 
made by Carol Lewis and sec­
onded by Randy Hensley to se­
lect Arcadia Green as the roof 
color for the park. The motion 
carried unanimously.

4. A motion was made by 
Mike Valentine and seconded 
by Joel Dennis to take action 
to select field turf as an alter­
nate playing surface to cover 
the infield of the baseball field. 
The motion carried unani­
mously.

5. A motion was made by 
Joel Dennis and seconded by 
Carol Lewis to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion carried 
unanimously.

Special Board Meeting
June 14, 2010
The Board of Trustees of the 

Borden County Independent 
School District of Gail, Texas 
met in special session at 7:00 
P.M. in the Borden County 
I.S.D. Board Room. Board 
members present were Joel 
Dennis, Joe Harding, Randy 
Hensley, Carol Lewis, Dennis 
Poole and Mike Valentine. 
John Anderson was absent. Su­
perintendent Jimmy Thomas 
was also present.

1. The meeting was called to 
order by Joe Harding.

2. There was no community 
input.

3. A motion was made by 
Mike Valentine and seconded 
by Joel Dennis to select Peach 
Velour Brick as an additional 
accent for the exterior color for 
the building project. The mo­
tion carried unanimously.

4. A motion was made by 
Dennis Poole and seconded by 
Carol Lewis to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion carried 
unanimously.
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AgriLIFE EXTENSION
Texas A & M  System

j i e s v t  K oto® ...
by Julie Smith

Boi-4er> County Extension Agent-Family an4 Consumer Sciences

Educationa l program s o f the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to 
race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, o r national origin. The Texas A & M  University System,
U.S. Department o f  Agriculture, and the County Com m issioners Courts o f  Texas Cooperating

Keeping Summer’s Bounty Safe 
to Eat

Fresh melons and berries fill 
the aisles of grocery stores and 
markets. Roadside produce 
stands full of home grown 
fruits and vegetables are seen 
along the highway. All of these 
are signs that summer is here 
and so is a bounty of fresh pro­
duce. Summer’s harvest of 
fresh fruits and vegetables is 
an important part of a healthy 
diet. Just remember to handle 
fresh produce safely to prevent 
foodbome illness.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention esti­
mate that there are 76 million 
cases of foodbome illnesses 
each year resulting in 325,000 
hospitalizations and 5,000 
deaths.

Although not traditionally 
associated with foodbome ill­
ness, fresh fruits and veg­
etables have recently been 
linked to several outbreaks. 
That’s because fresh produce 
is often eaten raw. In fact, in 
recent years the proportion of 
cases o f foodbome illness 
linked to fresh fruits and veg­
etables has increased.

To help consumers keep 
fruits and vegetables safe to 
eat, the Partnership for Food 
Safety

E d u c a t i o n  
(www.fightbac.org) gives six 
recommendations for safe han­
dling of fresh produce:

Check: Food safety for 
fresh fruits and vegetables be­
gins at the store. Before pur­
chasing, make sure the produce 
is not bmised, cut, or damaged. 
If purchasing items that are 
pre-cut, such as melons, or 
packaged, such as salads, buy 
only the items that have been 
kept refrigerated.

Clean: Hands should be 
washed in warm, soapy water 
for at least 20 seconds before 
and after handling fresh pro­
duce. Make sure cutting 
boards, counter tops, peelers 
and knives are also clean be­
fore using them.

Fresh produce should be 
rinsed under running tap wa­
ter before you eat it. That’s also

true for fruits and vegetables 
that have rinds or skins that 
will not be eaten. People don’t 
realize they need to scrub the 
outside of melons with a veg­
etable brush or mb them with 
their hands under mnning wa­
ter. If bacteria contaminate the 
outside of a melon for ex­
ample, when you slice into it 
you have the potential of bring­
ing that contamination into the 
fruit.

Clean firm-skinned produce 
with a clean vegetable brush or 
mb it with your hands under 
running tap water. Do not use 
detergent or bleach to wash 
fresh produce. After washing, 
dry fruits and vegetables with 
a clean cloth or paper towel.

Vegetable brushes can be 
purchased at your local variety 
store for two to four dollars. 
They are an inexpensive tool 
that can help you keep your 
fresh produce safe to eat.

Separate: In the grocery 
cart, keep fresh fruits and veg­
etables away from such items 
as cleaners, detergents, and 
raw meat, poultry, and fish. At 
home, that advice also holds 
true during storage in the re­
frigerator and during prepara­
tion: Keep fresh produce away 
from raw meat, poultry and 
fish. Do not use the same cut­
ting board for produce and 
meats unless it is cleaned with

‘Ihouy/itfor 
the (Day

The proof o f  who we are 
in Christ isn’t how many 
folks have come to the 
Lord through us. It isn’t 

how much we ’ve 
contributed to the Lord s 

work. It isn’t how 
sweetly we ve sung his 
praises. It is, pure and 
simple, how we have 

loved each other.
—Gayle Roper

hot, soapy water before and 
after food preparation.

Cook: If fresh produce has 
been in contact with raw meat, 
poultry, fish, or their juices, 
throw it away or cook it thor­
oughly.

Chill: To prevent bacterial 
growth, store all cut, peeled, or 
cooked produce in the refrig­
erator within two hours.

Throw away: Fresh fruits 
and vegetables that have not 
been refrigerated within two 
hours of cutting, peeling, or 
cooking should be thrown 
away. Remove and throw away 
bmised or damaged portions of 
fresh produce before cooking 
or eating it raw. Any fruit or 
vegetable that w ill not be 
cooked and that has been con­
taminated by raw meat, poul­
try, fish, or their juices should 
also be thrown away. If  in 
doubt about the safety of a fruit 
or vegetable, throw it out!

For more information on 
safe handling of fresh produce, 
contact the Extension Office at 
(806)756-4336.

FuzzyNinny's
Feed your family on the 4th of July

Whole t»riskets-$50 
Whole pulled pork-$30 

Rack of ftibs~$20 
5ausagc-$6 /lb .

Call and place orders by Wed,, June 30th 
Meat will be ready for delivery or pick-up on 

Friday, July 2^
Call (808)759-3460 or 758-4460 

Jibber and Cindy 
Fuzz and Becky

SPC Basketball Camp

Borden County students, Tye Basquez (2nd from left) and Tatum Richey 
(2nd from right) recently attended the South Plains College Basketball 
camp. Both were named to the All Star Team with Basquez winning awards 
in ball handling, free throws and lay-ups. Also pictured is Madison Bryan 
(far left) and Baylee Trevathon (far right) who also attended the camp.

EXTENSION

Osi Hie Wild Side cdTOfe
by Cody 6. Hill

Sordem County Extension Agent — 
Agriculture

Educationai of tho Texaj. AgriUto Extension Service mrtt open to ill peoplewitHoot fegisfd to «*€«, color, ***. *j*s*h»l>tv, feilgton, age, or origin. The Tex».AJ&:M Onsvyriity Syite«», ifS- OnpprOnent o* NgritutUira, arKft the County Commitvione/S Courts of Tex»» Cooperating.

Hunting
How can I deal with deer and feral hogs that are depredating 

on my property? Since feral hogs are not protected in Texas, 
they may be taken at any time on private property. The only 
license requirement for feral hogs is a hunting license. For wild­
life that is protected, such as white-tailed deer, there is a depre­
dation permit that may be issued that allows a person to kill the 
protected wildlife. To obtain a depredation permit, a person 
must clearly show that wildlife protected by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Code is causing serious damage to agricultural, 
horticultural, or aquacultural interests or other property, or is a 
threat to public safety. To begin the permit application process, 
the person who desires to kill the protected wildlife must give 
written notice of the facts to the county judge of the county or to 
the mayor of the municipality in which the damage or threat 
occurs.

( w——-......... ...........
conoco)

LAMESA BUTANE CO.
ARLEN MORRIS, Mgr.

Local
Long Distance 806/872-520C
1 -800-772-5201 806/872-5356

P.O. Box 382 • 501 South Lynn * Lamesa, Texas 79331______

http://www.fightbac.org
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Texas
Stories...

(Continued from Pagel)

George has twenty peach trees, 
some of which are called Della 
Georgia and bring a hefty price. 
He also has some Elbertas. 
George says if you open a per­
simmon seed from last year’s 
crop it’ll tell what the weather 
will be this year. “That seed has 
a likeness of a knife, fork or 
spoon inside it. Each one signi­
fies a wet year, dry year or cold 
weather.”

George says he has a lot of fun 
growing stuff. “I love to grow a 
garden.”
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