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Mid=Summer Clearance.
CLOTHING

20 per cent 
discount on all 
summer cloth-

€
mg.

Alpaca coats 
as low as 95c.

All w’ool well 
made s e r g e  
coats, regular 
$5.00 values, 
now only $3.60.

In order to 
make room for 
fall clothing,we 
offer a special 
special d i s - 
count of 10 per 
cent from all 
our men’s boys’ 
clothing. •

Our goods are all bright and new 
and the prices are Ixmnd to please. 
Come in and look at them*

STAR> 
B R AN D  
S H O E S  
AREBcrm

and children’s

Special Bargain Sale!
We sell Good Goods at the Low­

est Possible Prices, but will meet all 
Legitimate Prices on New and Sea­
sonable Goods. Courteous Treat- 
men and Fair Dealing is our Motto.

Yours for Business,

THE

STAR STORE

SOME PRICES

Our ladies’ Sensation Shoe for 
$1.50 and our men’s Victory Shoe 
fur $1.50 c^n not be duplicated at 
the price.

20 per cent reduction on all Shirt 
Waists and Skirts.

Cut price on all summer Dress 
Goods.

We are overstocked on Lace Cur­
tains and are making very low pri­
ces. A 2 '* yard curtain only 50c. 
Other values in proportion.
Good Lawm................................. 4c
AU 12-*c Lawns and Dimities re­

duced t o  10c
10 Balls Th read ...........................5c
2 Spools King’s Thread.............. 5c
5 Papers P in s .............................. 5c
1 Box Wire Hair Pins..................5c
Toilet Soap per cake. - ................ 5c
Extra good Bleach Domestic, soft

flnish, per yard...............   .5c
Cotton Checks per yard.......3Hc

The Merkel Mercantile Company, Props
Liniment for Strains.

Wells, the merchant at 
Deer Park, Long Island, N. Y ., 
says: “ I always recommend

''Chamberlain’s Pain Balm as the 
best liniment for strains. I used 
it last winter for a severe lame­
ness in the side, resulting from a 
strain, and was greatly pleased 

 ̂ with the quick relief and cure it 
affected.”  For sale by Rust A 
Pittard.

Try reading The Mail.

■fry reading The Mail and see 
f you don’t feel better.

Repulsive Features.
Blackheads, pimples, greasy 

faces and muddy complexions, 
which are so common among 
women, especially girls at a cer­
tain age, destroying beauty, dis­
figuring «nd making repulsive 
features which would otherwise 
ap})ear attractive and refined, 
indicate that the liver is out of 
order. An occasional dose of 
Herbine will cleanse the bowels, 
regulate the liver and so estab­
lish a clear, healthy complexion. 
50c at Rust A Pittard’s.

The Mail reaches a class of 
folks that read advertisements.

Í f

\

BE W ISE
and place your Fire lusur- 
ance Business with—'

T . A. JO H N S O N
who writes for the ‘ ‘Old Reliable....”  

Liverpool and London and Globe 
Phoenix of Hartford 
Springfield Fire and Marine 
hJew Hampshire Fire and 
Philadelphia Fire Association

The«« ar« the “ time trted and Are tested*’ and your 
policy In case of a Iocs wlU be aa good as a gold bond.

V'l

The Higher Life
Plan of Qod.

Rev. Dr. Ross Stevenson, Pres­
byterian.
What is the plan of God for 

the world today? We are to 
labor at the task until every knee 
shall bend in willing reverance 
to the Lord. Throughout the 
world that is the object of the 
church, as it is the goal of his­
tory. Yet we find in some 
quarters the feeling that the 
church is not quite prepared to 
carry out God’s work in the 
speedy evangelization of the 
world, but that this work is to 
be passed on, perhaps for cen­
turies yet to come. The strength 
of the church is to be found 
not m e r e l y  in its mem­
bers or in its strategic position, 
but in the consecration of its 
members.

Loyal to Our Own.
Rev. Dr, Martin, Reformed.

Let us each be loyal to our 
own color. He serves Christ 
best who serves his own denomi­
nation best. Let us rejoice in 
the noble history of the past; 
but ndt let us depend upon it. 
A  church, as well as a man, can 
become lean by too much leaning 
up against a family tree. It is 
only by what we do ourselves 
that a creed or a cause can be 
measured. If we be not true to 
ourselves the past cannot save 
us. And if we be true to Christ 
we shall be true to ourselves.

Life’s Aotivitiee.
Rev. Dr. O’Hare, Roman Catho-

All life’s activities must be 
directed toward one aim—God. 
It must aim to conquer the earth 
for the good of man and all the 
glory of God. It must have the 
aim to conquer and subdue self 
and to enslave pelf; it must have 
the tendency to elevate instead 
of to debase, to bring peace and 
rest,'» heavenly calm instead of 
unrost and internal turmoil.

Doing It’s Work.
Rev. J. Henderson, Mission.

I f  the church were doing its 
work it would not be on the hunt 
for novel doctrines; neither 
would there be so much room 
for perplexity and despair.

Hard to Be Understood.
Rev. Dr. Sprecher.

In proportion as any subject is 
greiit and comprehensive it will 
have in it things hard to be un­
derstood.' Christianity, aimple 
and clear as it is, is liable to be 
beset by plausible objections.

A Spiritual Education.
Rev. F. E. Mason, Spiritualist.

Ig^norance is man’s only devil 
and intelligence is his savior. 
The trouble with man is that he 
knows too much that is not so. 
What he needs is a spiritual edu­
cation, for his life is too negative.

Gospel Crusade.
Rev. Dr. Coyle, Presbyterian.

The great American revival 
needed today is an earnest, en­
thusiastic, land-wide gospel 
crusade to the toiling millions. 
These people are getting their

eyes open. They think, they 
read, they reason.

Christian Life.

Rev. A . S. Garver, Unitarian.
To cleave to that which is good 

is but one side of the Christian 
life ; the other half is to abhor 
that which is evil.

Not SanotifiecL

Rev. Holderby, Presbyterian.
There are many in the church, 

the great house of God, who are 
vessels unto dishonor. These 
are not sanctified and not fit for 
the Master’s use.

SeH-DeniaL
Rev. Dr. Moffat, Presbyterian, 

One cannot obey the com­
mands of Jesus Christ except by 
first considering the needs of his 
fellow-men, and then striving to 
meet those needs, and this neces­
sitates constant self-denial.

Summer complaint is unusually 
prevalent among children this 
season. A  well developed case 
in the writer’s family was cured 
last week by the timely use of 
Chsmaberlain’s Colic, Cholera 
and Diamhoea Remedy,—one of 
the best iMitent medicines man­
ufactures and which is always 
kept on hand by ye scribe. This 
is not intended as a free puff for 
the company, who do not adver­
tise with us, but to benefit little 
sufferers who may not be within 
easy access of a physician. No 
family should be without a bot­
tle of this medicine in the house, 
especially in summer-time.—
Lansing, Iowa, Journal. For 
sale by Rust A Pittard.
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37
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It you know of »ny new« Item, we will oould- | 
•r It a apeclal faeor It you will report aame to I 
Btla ofSce, eltber by peraon. Utter or OTer the j 
’phone to either of the abore number {

D EM O C R A TIC  NOM INEES.

...Buggies at a Bargain...
For County Judge:

D. O. H ILL.

For County Treasurer:
J. H. THORNTON.

For Sheriff:
J. V. CUNNINGHAM.

For Tax Assessor:
C. C. JACKSON.

For County Clerk:
S. H. GARRISON

For County Attorney:
T. A. BLEDSOE.

For Tax Collector:
BAYLO R CRAWFORD.

For District Clerk:
V. F. WOMACK.

For Justice of Peace, Pre. 5, and 
Commissioner Pre. 2:

W. W. WHEELER.

For Hide and Animal Inspector: 
ROSS G. H ALL.

For Public Weigher at Merkel:
T. F. COMPTON.

- The steel trust, which has just 
admitted that its profits during 
the past six months netted over 
twenty million dollars, undoubt­
edly holds the clue to the “ full 
dinner pail.”

Congress adjourned July 1st. 
The most important fruits of the 
session were the isthmian canal 
law, the Philippine civil govern­
ment law, the irrigation law, the 
oleomargarine law, the law cre­
ating a permanent Census Bu­
reau, the Chinese exclusion law, 
and the law repealing the last of 
the war taxes.

I have a large stock of Buggies on hand--too large, 
In fact, for the time of year--and have decided to make 
prices on them that will compel them to go. Parties 
wanting anything in the Buggy line will SAVE MON­
EY by buying them now, while this car lasts. I mean 
to SELL them and will NAME YOU PRICES that no 

' one else will duplicate.

GEO. F. WEST.
chances slightly in favor of Mr, 
Wells.

L

Outline of the Demooratio Platform.

The State Democratic conven­
tion, in session at Galveston this 
week, has made very little prog­
ress so far. While the platform 
committee has not reported, 
the following synopsis was given 
out:

The first plank is as follows:
“ The Democrats of Texas in 

convention assembled declare 
their faith in the principles of the 
party as set forth in the Kansas 
City platform.”

The primary election plank 
provides that primaries shall be 
held on the second Saturday in 
July and also demands the en­
actment of a law requiring pri­
maries to be held on the same 
day. The language used is 
strong and emphatic.

Another plank demands the 
repeal of the constitutional inhi­
bition against the formation of 
corporations for banking and 
discounting purp(<se8. This is 
rather an innovation in Demo­
cratic platforms in this State.

Provision is made for a com­
prehensive system of public 
roads and for working short­
term convicts o n the county 
roads.

The work of the Texas World’s 
Fair commission is endorsed.

The passage of a law is de­
manded which shall {wohibit the 
employment of children under 12 
years of age in factories where 
there is machinery.

There is also a demand for a 
proper riparian law.

A hard fight will be made on 
the State chairmanship, with the

Mr. Foster lost a purse con­
taining S20.65 Saturday. If an 
honest person found it, it will be 
returned to him.

j The recent rains have seemed 
I to check the sandstorm, which 
I prevailed here the greater por- 
! tion of the past six months, and 
we are now having some ideal 

! weather. Crops of all kinds suf- 
j fered more from the sand and 
'wind than from the drouth, and 
withfthis difficulty overcome and I  the late showers, with prospects 

I o f more to follow, crops prom­
ise a fair yield. In many places 

I cotton is fine, while in others it 
! is exceedingly backward, but will 
compare favorably with the crop 

I at this time last year. Hence,we 
j have no kick coming.

I Merkel will simply hump her­
self with satisfaction when work 
is fairly under way on the new 
school building and depot.

•The report reached here yes­
terday that Homer Cotton of Ab­
ilene was killed on the Faucett 
ranch, in the south part of the 
county, during the afternoon. 
He was killed instantly by the 
horse which he was riding falling 
on him. No other particulars.

Geo. S. Berry is repainting his 
residence a beautiful green, and 
it helps its looks wonderfully.

T. A. Johnson is adding to the 
looks of his new residence by 
having the barn, outhouses, fen­
ces, etc., painted.

Work on W. P. Thurmond’s 
new residence i s progressing 
nicely.

W. R. Bigham, T. J. Coggin, 
with their families. Geo. S. Ber­
ry, W. P. Thurmond, W. H. 
Dickson, and many others, are 
attending the Truby picnic today;

Hundreds of acres of forage 
crops have been planted during 
the past week. The farmers are 
not going to spend much money 
for feed this winter, and that fifty 
thousand dollar feed bill of the 
past year will not be duplicated 
again any ways soon.

Mrs. Jim Dennis, who has 
been dangerously ill the past 
three weeks with typhoid fever, 
is much better today and, we are 
glad to learn, is now on the road 
to rapid recovery.

The first load of melons of the 
season arrived Tuesday.

Oisoharges 200 Men Each Month.
Many coni|»laints have been 

made recently to .Mr. N'rceland, 
who m.Tiia’jcs the New York 
street car system, of insolence 
and carelessness on the part of 
conilnctors and ('tlier employes. 
.Mr. \ rceland now makes the sur­
prising statement that on an av­
erage he dismisses ¿oo men a 
inoiith for the causes mentioned. 
He alsit claims that all the con­
ductors who have been in the 
company’s employ for a few years 
ate |Mi|;te aiul well behaved.

Sirdou't Saroattio Comment
Victorien Sardón amuses him­

self at the expense of the solemn 
Gross, of Chicago, from whom 
Rostand is alleged to have stolen 
'Cyrano de Bergerac." The idea 
>f Rostand finding Cyrano “ al­
ready prepared, perhaps in 
canned form, on the shore of 
Lake .Michigan," Sardou con- 
tiders to be very funny.

Borrowing I Cent
A man of large fortune is not 

infrequently caught short of 
pocket change. I have known 
John D. Rockfeller to borrow 5 
cents for care fare, and it is no un­
common thing for Uncle Russell 
Sage to be “broke." 'Fhe other 
evening a man of no small promi­
nence in the community found 
himself at Thirty-fourth street j 
and Sixth avenue with only 4 | 
cents in his clothes, ami he was in : 
a hurry to go home, on the upper' 
West side. Not caring to have 
check cashed at a bar or hotel, 
and feeling a delicacy in ap­
proaching a stranger on so trivial 
a subject, he applied to the crip­
pled new’.sboy, w'ho plies his trade 
at the foot of the elevateil stairs,! 
for the loan of a cent. “ Sure!” 
exclaimed the capitalist, hauling 
out a fistful of coins; “ won’t you 
help yourself. Whut good will a 
penny do a gintleman the likes of 
you?" The gentleman took one 
cent and rode home. On the fol­
lowing afternoon he stepped off 
the train at Thirty-fourth street 
and slipped 51 cents into the boy’s 
hand. “ But whut fur?’’ said the 
cripple. "Interest,” replied the 
borrower. “ The cent you lent me 
and half a dollar for interest. Aw­
fully obliged.” Just one touch of 
nature I

Entered Army Sixty-five Years Ago.
Brevet Major General D. H. 

Rucker, late quartermaster gerf- 
eral of the I ’ nitcd States army 
and now retired, entered the army 
as a dragoon sixty-five years ago, 
when the military force consisted 
of a scant 10,000 officers and men. 
Michigan had just become a state 
w’hen he was nominated from it 
to the senate to be a lieutenant 
in the First Regiment of United 
States'dragix>ns. He now enjoys 
• green old age, having the other 
day witnessed the graduation of 
his only grandson, Philip H. 
Sheridan (the son of the late 
Lieutenant (iencral Sheridan, 
who married General Rucker’s 
daughter), from the United States 
Military Academy.

Peary’s Last Voyage.
Nirs. Robert E. Peary, wife of 

the Arctic explorer, is in New 
York supervising the equipment 
of the W’indward, which will 
make its fifth voyage northward. 
The ship, with plucky Mrs. Peary 
as a member of the sailing party, 
will .sail shortly for Cape Sabine, 
where it is hoped Lieutenant 
Peary is awaiting their arrival.

“ Lieutenant Peary will never 
again attempt to reach the North 
Pole,” said Mrs. Peary in speak­
ing of her absent husband. “ He 
has promised me this, and I am 
delighted with the prospect of 
relief from worry, hardships and 
anxieties that attend these polar 
expeditions. I am anxious now 
to reach him, ^or the party has 
been without a physician for some 
time and there is no telling what 
they may be suffering even now.”
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’Phone the news to No. 31.

A Modest Man of Million«.
The most modest man of mill­

ions In New York is Anthony • 
Nil-despersndum Brady, a mem­
ber of at least forty-three corpo­
rations and owner of some $50.' 
000,000, which he made by the 
jweat of hia brow. He hates to 
see his name in print, and never 
sat for a photograph in his life. 
Everything he touches turns to 
diamonds. Not since he quit the 
cashier's plaqe in the barber shop 
of the* old Delaven house in A ’ 
bany has he made a mistake. As 
a tea and china broker he estab­
lished fortune and I really think 
we should call him “Traction 
King,” on account of the lovely 
local transportation he has givetv^ 
us. Look out for him in Japan. I  
see that he dined and wined thê ^
J. Piermont Morgan of the Flow­
ery’ Kingdom, and he is not a man 
given to doing that sort of thing 
for mere fun. Brady is like 
John D. Rockfeller—he looks 
7,000 miles and forty ye a rs ' 
ahead.

Earthquakes In Amerlea.
The first earthquake in America 

of which we have a reliable recr 
visited New England June i, 163b. 
Two hundred and thirty-on 
shocks were reported up to th 
year 1870. Many of them wei 
unusually severe, and extended 
into Canada, Western New York 
and as far sodth as the coast of 
Florida. The most disasterous 
were felt in various portions of 
New England, November 18, 1755. 
Pcculi.ar local phenomena were 
observed for several weeks pre­
vious to the vibrations. The air 
was excruciatingly hot and seem­
ed surcharged with a strong.*' 
sulphurous odor, while the water' 
in wells and rivers became unfit 
for use. A series of frightful 
shocks occurred at New Madrid,. 
.Mo., in 1811 and 1812, lasting for a: 
period of several months and com- v. 
pletely submerging an area of 
land seventy miles long and thirty 
miles wide. So late as August 31, 
1886, Charleston, S. C., was con­
siderably injured by a shock.

Grass was burning considera­
bly before the showers, but is 
livening up now.

J. B. Warniok has bough
Blue Front oonrevuon^r^
Joe Provine is in charge,
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T H E
F i r s t  N a t i o n a l

B A N K  I
O F  M E R K E L

J. T. WARREN. RACS.
Q. R. WEST. Vice R^es.

OEO. S. BERRY. OeSHieH.
T. A. JO H N SO N . A»»T. OABHieA.

C A P IT A L , - 
SU R PLU S, -

130,000
; 6,000

The detail of Accounts receive the per­
sonal attention of an officer of the bank.

We j^uarantee prompt, accurate, and 
economical service, and as liberal accom­
modations as are warranted by the ac­
count and prudent banking.

Correspondence and personal inter­
views invited.

YOUR P A TR O N A G E  W ILL BE H IG H LY  A P P R E C IA TE D

Bmmt
I OR. JOS. H. WARNICK. RRES. 

WM. H. O UNNINQ. OASHIMR.
• Î

JOS. H. WARNICK,
...BANKER...

I—

I
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Capital
Surplus and Profits

I
$15,000.00 } 
$ 1,707.53 1

We will appreciate your business, how­
ever small, and guarantee satisfaction to 
every customer. Give us a trial.

The low provides that every car­
rier shall receive any mail matter 
presented to him if properly pre­
paid by stamps, and deliver same 
for mailing at the next postofflce 
at which he arrives, but that no 
fees shall be allowed him there­
for. The new service becomes 
effective after July 1, 1902. All 
such boxes or receptacles of 
whatever nature are fully pro­
tected by law, it being a very 
serious offense for any one to 
o{>en, deface or mutilate in any 
manner whatever.

i i

n 6IVIN6 LUMBER AWAY?
NOT EXACTLY

But we are making prices so low that it 
is the next thing to it.

Lumber, Shingles, Sash, Doors 
Blinds, Cement, etc.

BURTON-LINQO CO.

I

NobUity
Recommends

Nervine.
The above portrait is that of 

Counteu Mogelstud, of Chica­
go. 111., whose gratitude for the 
benefit received from the use of 
Dr. MHei'v Nervine prompted 
her to make this statement:

“ It aMords me great plcuuxe to add 
my teatUmv to ^e eiaUcBt
merits of Dr. Miles* Nervine. Although 
I am past 8o years of age I find it 
soothes the tired brain, quiets the irri­
tated nerves and insures restful sleep. , 
I never feel contented witlmnt a botUe , 
of it in the hoMae.** Gratefully yours, 

C im isi-liaiSTIANA Makia.
Countess Mogelstud.

Mite’.' N e rv in e
is a nerve tonic and strength- 
builder that starts right in re­
storing health vamedi||M)̂ .

8*14 br all Orviaatota.
Or. MU«« M«dl««l Co., Elkhart, Ind.

Umbrellas as Lightning Rods.
The steel frame umbrella is 

light, convenient and much less 
clumsy than its predecessor with 
a wooden shaft; but there is an 
ilcment of danger in it. A woman 
at Atlantic City, a day or two ago, 
was struck by a bolt of lightning 
attracted by the metalic frame of 
her umbrella, ami men have been 
killed by inadvertently letting the 

’ point.s of their umbrellas 
in contact with low-hanging 
: lights.

The Best it the ChespesL
Not how cheap, but how gtx)d, 

is the question.
The Twice-a-Week Republic is 

not as cheap as are some so-call­
ed newspapers. But it is as 
cheap as it is possible to sell a 
first-class newspaper. It prints 
all the news that is worth ¿print­
ing. If you read it all tlie ^ear 
round, you are posted on all the 
important and interesting affai!rs 
of the world. It is the best and 
most reliable newspaper that 
money and brains can produce— 
and those should be the distin­
guished traits of the newspaper 
that is designed to be read by all 
the members of the family.

Subscription price, $1 a yejvr. 
Any newsdealer, newspaper iir 
postmaster will receive your 
subs<*ription, or you may mail it 
direct to

The Republic,
St. Louis, Mo.

A  recent order of the Postoffioe 
department virtually establishes 
free delivery on all star mail 
routes. According to the new 
ruling mail carriers are required 
to deliver mail into all boxes and 
hang small bags or satoheLs con­
taining mail on cranes or posts 
that may be erected along the 
line of the route with no com­
pensation other then th«t pro­
vided in their contract with the 
government. Anyone living 
along the line desiring to be so 
supplied must provide a box, 
post, or crane along the road­
side within easy reach o f the 
driver, furnish the bag or satchel, 
and file notice with the postonas- 
ter of the office to which his mail 
is addressed with instructions to 
deliver his mail to the driver, who 
shall be fully informed* as to the 
proper box in« which to def/osit it,

Emperor Wants Amsrioan Quail.
A Berlin dispatch says that 

JImperof William ha.s given or- 
<fars to stock his game preserves 
nriir Potsdam and Berlin with 
.\inerican Quail as an experiment. 
'I'ho emperor is quoted as saying 
iliat lie wants American quail be­
cause, like American citizens, 
they are satisfied with their sur- 
luuiulings, while German quail, 
like a great many German citi­
zens, emigrate every fall.

—  ■ - ■  »  .

In 0ns Offios Forty-fivs Yssrs.
Henry K. Smith lias served 

coiitiiuiuiitly as probate judge of 
Geauga county, Ohio, for thirty- 
five years, and as an officer of the 
court for forty-five years. He 
has always been nominated by ac­
clamation, his great popularity 
having deterred others frmii op­
posing him.

Blaze That Was Not in the Play.
An actress ablaze, not with dia­

monds or costly stoiieu, was the 
unusual sight on a New York roof 
garden recently. .Mi.‘is Elizabeth 
Kennedy was the actress in 
question. Accompanied by a 
gentleman. -Miss Kennedy was 
seated in thr orchestra watching 
the show, when her escort lighted 
a cigarette, carelessly throwing 
the burning match at her feet. In­
stantly the light summer dress 
worn by the actress was in fiames. 
The flames leaped up the fiiinsy 
skirt and the young woman 
.sprang to her feet and the entire 
audience .saw her danger and 
many of the men left their seats 
and ran to her assistance. The 
flames were extinguished when 
they had consumed the bottom of 
the skirt.

Rambling's Throu^K Mexieg,
By J. L. V A U G H A N .

Panamas for Uvary.
'>9 Philadelphia hatter said tha 

oUiei: day: “They are beginning 
to (uŝ  Panamas for livery now. A 
yoisng millionaire cama in her# 
laat week and bought four—on# 
for his head coachman and tha 
rest ior his second coachman and 
hia head grooms. He had tha 
hats blocked stiff and straight—  
like a livery derby hat— and ha 
put lirowrn ribbon, his color, 
aroundf them. He paid $15 apieca 
for the« IR'ery hats and $50 for a 
small bat for himself. The small 
hat is very fpsltionablc now. It la 
of the !samc < shape as old men 
used to weal'. Last year I sent 
back to my finporter dozens of 
these small tbats, because they 
wouldn't sell, x But this year they 
are selling likê  hot cakes.**

Mrs. J. E. Stephenaon of Little 
Rock, Ark., ia vipiting the family 
of O. F. West.

F'ronting the old church of San 
Francisco is a neat little plaza 
with a fine statue of General Ra­
mon Corona. The front of this 
old church is covered with carv­
ings of flowers, fruits, figures 
and statues of saints. Although 
of great age they are still very 
beautiful. The interior of the 
building looks as antique as the 
exterior. It was commenced in 
1533.

The School of Law is a mag­
nificent building and has a plaza 
almost as fine as the Alameda, 
but laid out in a different style.

Guadalajara has the largest 
theater on the Western Co«>tinentl 
with the exception of the Metro- ! 
politan Opera House in New York ! 
End the Auditorium in Chicago. I 
It is called the “ Delgollado.”  !

The “ Hospicio”  is another in- 1 
teresting building. It is built o f ' 
white stone, covering an entire 
square and contains 23 patias or 
courts, and fountains. It is an 
asylum for the poor of all ages, 
from babies to old men and wo- ; 
men. j

From Guadalajara the tourist! 
can take side trips to many pla­
ces of interest. The picturesque! 
lake of Chapala is among them, 
around which the scenery rivals 
that of Geneva, Switzerland. Sail 
boats and a small steamer give 
the tourist facilities fur visiting 
the shores and towns. The “ Bar­
rancas** of Portillo and Oblatos 
are well worth seeing. It would 
require a large volume to do jus­
tice to the many places of inter­
est in and around this beautiful 
city. The city is noted for its 
cleanliness, good water and good 
order. No trash is thrown out 
on the streets, and drunk men 
are not tolerated. The aristo­
cratic carriages wait at the front 
of the fashionable stores, while 
the finely dressed ladies do their 
shopping.

The Congregational Mission, 
under the direction o f Revs. 
Howland and Wright, is in a 
prosperous condition. The “ Far­
ol”  and several other missionary 
publications are issued from the 
publishing house here.

NUMBER POUR.
May 30th. At 12:30 p. m. we 

leave Guadalajara for the termi­
nus of the Zapotlan branch. The 
view as we leave the city and 
circle around a hill is gjand. The 
spires and domes of the churches 
—the foliage of the different 
plazas and gardens, showing 
among the buildings, the lofty 
mountains surrounding the beau­
tiful city, which looks like a gem 
— it is grand. The Mexicans call 
it “ La Perla del Occidente”  (the 
Pearl of the West), and well does 
it deserve the name.

The day is not oppressively 
warm. Although nearly four 
degrees south of the Tropic of 
Cancer, the elevation and sur­
roundings of “ mountain, lake 
and stream”  give it a climate of 
evenness and healthfulness. The 
variation of temperature for any 
month in the year is about 12 
degrees F. Our only regret is 
that we did not have more time 
to get acquainted with it. But 
our time is limited and we hasten 
on as fast as steam will take us. 
Through level fields with laborers 
all clad in white, across streams, 
along the shores of beautiful 
lakes that are covered with wild 
fowls, through canyons where 
mountains tower on either side. 
Plantations of mescal plants cov­
er the sides of the mountains

nearly to the top, fields of sugar 
cane of a bright green, contrast­
ing with the dry brown land 
around them, for here, too, it is 
dry, no rain having fallen for six 
months.

At “ Santa Anna”  is located 
one of the largest sugar planta­
tions and factories in the State. 
Water is carried by canals and 
across valleys by large stone ac- 
queducts to the fields of cane 
several miles distant. The labor 
required to construct these ac- 
queducts, with their masonic 
stone arches, must have been 
immense, and we wonder why 
iron tubing was not used; but we 
are FO£?inded that when these 
were built thet^-'yas no railroad 
here, and that labor at 25 or 36 \  
cents per day would make the '  
acqueduct the cheapest. The 
refining buildings with the houses 
around them made quite a town.

This is a new country, only 
opened up by the railroad but a 
short time, and from being a 
shutin country it now has con­
nection with the outside world.
The station buildings are built of 
adobe, plastered inside and out 
with white plaster. The neatest 
little houses near by for the sta­
tion agent’s family, and every­
thing has an air of neatness and 
newness.

We begin to go down grade 
rapidly from Santa Ana and are 
soon in the Sayula Valley. It is 
very hot here. Palm trees rear 
their feathery heads above the 
most luxuriant vegetation. Much 
of the “ flera”  is new to me. 
Fruits of many kinds can be seen 
on the trees, and in the thickets 
along the track are trees bearing 
fruit as large as gourds. Im­
mense groves of “ Organ cactus”  
are here and the fruit, “ patayas”  
is very delicious and said to be a 
sure cure for dyspepsia. They 
must be very good for the stom*- 
ache, or the entire train crew and 
passengers would have been sick, 
so many were eaten. They were 
very cheap, two or three big ones 
for a cent. Among the plants we 
could see men and women with 
long cane poles, with a three­
pronged fork on the end, picking 
off ripe fruit, and at the stations 
were many crates piled up ready 
for shipment to the cities. At 
the Sanitarium it is served with 
other fruits and is recommended 
to dyspeptic patients. I think a 
good investment would be to buy 
up a lot of this “ petaya”  land 
and invite all the dyspeptics of 
the United States to come and 
eat. It would be a novel kind of 
sanitarium. Bananas and citrus 
fruits grow well in this valley, A  
large lake several miles across is 
on the east aide of the valley, 
but it has no outlet and is brack­
ish. Was told that wheat doM 
not do well here, but that com 
and sugar cane do. A  woman 
offered for sale what I took to be 
two large musk melons for lOo., 
but on cutting them I found they 
were not melons, but “ pinonon- 
as,”  or “ melon sapotes,”  a fruit 
that grows on quite a large tree.

Much of the land is in large 
“ haciendas”  and it is difficult to 
persuade the owners to part with 
it, as it has been handed down 
from their fathers. They only 
cultivate a small part of it, and 
that very indifferently.

J. L. Vaughan.

Rev. A . A . Baker attended the 
Presbytery at Snyder last week.
He got caught in a flood, which 
delayed his return.
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Enteml at the Poatofflc« at Morkal, Txiaa. aa 
BtHXjnd-i'laaii mall mattter.

Subacripllon Bal*si 
One year $1.00
SU montbH   80
Three month«   .25

Invaiiably In atlTanoe.

ADVERTISING RATES per month
One Inch apatie I .60
Two Inch apaco 1.00
Uuarter oolumn (4 1-2 Indhea). 2.60
liair column (0 Inchea) . 4.00
One column (18 Inchea) 7.60

Foar laauoa oonatitute a month. All adrertlae- 
menta run and charged for until ordered out, 
unleaa limit la apeciflad when Inaertlon la made. 
Spedai pricaa on time oontraota.

L<ooal notloea, 6 cent« per line, each Inaertlon.

SPEaAL NOTICES.
Communication« to Inaure publication muat 

bear the algnature of the writer, aa well aa the 
nom de plume under which they write. ThU la 
reoulred merely aa a guarantee of good faith.

(tbltiiarlca, Carda of Thanka, etc., are Inaerted 
at one-half the regular adrertlalngratea. {Hoel- 
tUely no deviation from thia rule ,

/

The antis are manifesting a 
vicious s^^rit,,and one which will 
eventually heap coals o f fire 
upon their heads, in charging, 
in a round-about way, that pro­
hibition was carried by fraud. 
Many things will come to light 
during the contest, one of which 
is that somebody will have to ex­
plain the sudden disappearance 
of the election returns on the eve 
of the election. The Mail charg­
es nobody with this damnable 
piece of fraud and rascality, but 
it would gently hint that the 
pros are not asleep, nor were 
they sleeping when the theft oc­
curred, as is evidenced by the 
fact that within twenty-four 
hours after the theft occurred a 
full set of returns had been re­
ceived and sent out to the va­
rious boxes. There may have 
been a few irregularities in the 
election, but no intended fraud, 
and hence every charge of the 
antis will be met by a counter 
charge from the pros. While we 
are at it, the matter had just as 
well be sifted to the bottom, and 
we opine that before they are 
through with it the contestants 
will realize that they have an 
elephant on their hands.

The results of experiments in 
the Texas corn belt this year will 
be looked forward to with a great 
deal of interest. Heretofore com 
was thought to be the main and 
only feed crop for that section, 
but the almost total failure of 
that crop the past two years and 
the consequent high price of the 
product has forced the farmers 
to look to other sources for their 
feed supply. The result is that 
other crops, which are practically 
new and untried to that section, 
have been planted, and the rains 
have come in time to give them a 
good start. June com, kaffir 
corn, milo maize and cane will 
therefore constitute the principal 
stock food in the com belt this 
winter, and the experiment will 
be watched with keen interest in 
the west, where these products, 
in the absence of com, which is 
an uncertain crop here, have so 
long been cultivated.

You can bet your bottom dollar 
that there is biting sarcasm on 
the frazzles of the Cleveland-Hill 
harmony episode, and it doesn’t 
take a microscope to discover it, 
either. Democrats generally— 
the rank and file of the party— 
will be slow to accede to any de­
mands of the bolting element, 
which has heretofore manifested 
such an attitude of extreme si­
lence, but just now are ranting 
on harmony. Is there a bug or 
a bee under the chip?

Almost the entire State has 
been blessed with rains the past 
two weeks and rejoicing is gen­
eral. Crop conditions are very 
favorable at this time. Com is

practically a complete failure, 
as was also wheat and oats, but 
all forage cro{is give the prt>niise 
of a large yield and the crop will 
be extensive. Cotton i s also 
in fair condition and the outlook 
good for an average crop. The 
drouth was extensive, but not 
irreparable.

The platform adopted at the 
Congressional convention a t 
Mineral Wells last week, endors­
ed the Kansas City platform, 
condemned “ blanket primaries,’ ’ 
favored the election of United 
States Senators by popular vote, 
the modification of the quaran­
tine line, the building of an in­
ternational dam at or near K1 
Paso, and the erection of a Fed­
eral building at San Angelo. 

t - - . .

The. revision of the present 
tariff schedule is a serious topic 
of consultation i n Republican 
caucuses these days. The fact 
that this is liable to be an issue 
in the next campaign is causing 
uneasiness among leaders of the 
blind faith, and it may be that 
Republicans will hedge the Dem­
ocrats by modifying the tariff, or 
pretending to do so, in advance 
ot-the issue.

The Colorado Clipper had a 
barnyard full of roosters at the 
head of its editorial columns last 
week, presumably to celebrate 
the victory of Hon. W. R. Smith 
for Congress. Where did you 
find ’em, Heck? And what con­
nection, if any, had it with the 
assertion, i n another column, 
that the colored population had 
just pulled off a successful “ hen 
party?’ ’

The little matter of $250,000,000 
spent in “ benevolently assimilat­
ing’ ’ pacification lo the Filipinos 
will look like thirty cents before 
we get through {laying the re­
sulting {>ensions. The Philippine 
problem is fraught with many 
vexations. It is like going to a 
summer resort—the railroad fare 
is insignificant when compared 
to the exfienses after you get 
there.

The earliest bale of cotton gin­
ned in Texas was in 1901, and 
the date was June 22d. The next 
earliest was in the season of 1804 
June 26th. The first was grown 
in Nueces county, and the latter 
in Duval county.

Prohibition elections will be 
held soon in Kills, Navarro, La­
mar, Grayson and Fannin coun­
ties, five of the most {xipulous 
counties in the State. It is be­
lieved that at least three of them 
will go dry.

Perhaps Grover was “ benevo­
lently assimilated’ ’ by the trusts 
into making t h a t  harmony 
speech. But the Democratic 
party has been Clevelandized 
once too often already.

That “ buying squadron’ ’ said 
to have been in Taylor County 
during the late Congressional 
unpleasantness, failed to show 
up at Merkel. Why didn’ t you 
put us on. Max?

The Second Supreme Judicial 
convention will be held at Henri­
etta July 18. Hon. Ocie Speer 
will be nominated on first ballot, 
he having the necessary in­
structed votes.

The three first men in the 
world were a gardner, a plough­
man and a grazier; so that after 
all “ us common scrubs’ ’ are the 
salt of the earth.

A. 8 . Hardwicks was nominat­
ed for District Attorney on first 
ballot at Baird last week. An 
honor well deserved.

Good Advice.
In regard to the local o{)tion 

contest in this county, the Colo­
rado Clipper makes the following 
timely suggestion, which. The 
Mail hopes, the antis will take to 
heart and deeply fxmder over:

“ It is none of the Clipper’s 
funeral, but we cannot refrain 
from indulging in the belief that 
the contest will result in victory 
for local option. It is a great 
deal easier to carry an election 
in a second measuring of strength 
than it is to upset the people’s 
verdict in the original election. 
The best thing Abilene can do is 
to follow Colorado’s example and 
send her liquor money to other 
towns for the next two years. In 
this way we become philanthrop­
ic by contributing so much to the 
upbuilding of our neighbors.’ ’

There is more truth than {»e t -  
ry in this. To precipitate a con­
test now will not ease the situa­
tion a little bit, but every fair- 
minded man, whether anti or 
pro, will condemn this attempt to 
thwart the will of the fieople, 
which is outlawry, pure and sim­
ple. And even if the antis are 
successful in their efforts it will 
only result in another contest at 
the ballot box, in which case the 
pro majority will be much larger 
than before. The sentiment in 
this county is strongly in favor 
of prohibition. The saloon men 
know this to be a fact and they 
are merely trying to stave off the 
execution of the law, hoping 
thereby to gain a few days* re­
spite, for what purpiose we do not 
know. But in the long run they 
will realize that they are up 
against a hard pro{K>siUon and 
one which will give them no 
show, two years hence, to v«>te 
in the saloons.

O ur New CongreMman.

Judge W. R. Smith, the Demo­
cratic nominee for congressman 
from this district, was born in 
Smith County, this State, Aug. 
18, 1863, and was raised u{M>n a 
farm. The greater {>art of his 
education was acquired through 
individual effort and he graduat­
ed from the Sam Houston Nor­
mal Institute at Huntsville in 
1883. After one year of teaching 
in the public schools he proceed­
ed to Tyler and entered the law 
office of Hogg A Duncan, where 
he studied law and was admitted 
to practice within a perion of six 
months. He practiced law in 
Tyler for two years, then con­
cluded to cast his destinies with 
the West, and located in Colora­
do during February, 1888.

The first official position filled 
by Judge Smith was that of City 
Attorney of Colorado. He held 
this position for a time, and rt‘- 
signed to again take up the prac­
tice of law. He continued in ac­
tive practice until the death of 
District Judge Kennedy six years 
ago, when he was appointed to 
succeed him. He was twice re­
elected to his present position 
without opposition.

Judge Smith has always been 
a Democrat and h a s  always 
heartily and actively supported 
the regular Democratic organi­
zation.

From the number of strikes 
now on, it is evident that we are 
suffering from an acute attack of 
prosperity. But, seriously, are 
the strikes due to prosperity, or 
are they the outcroppings of des­
titution and want? Surely a “ full 
dinner pail’ ’ is not at the back 
of this.

Aguinaldo will arrive in this 
country just in time to g e t  
caught by the Hanna “ boodle 
bug.’ ’

Press Pleasantries.

During dull seasons there is 
always a vacuum in the news 
columns of the average country  ̂
weekly. This must be filled U|)j 
somehow, and to make selections! 
that will fill the bill is not always 
an easy task. The {iroblem is 
not what to {lut in so much as it 
is what to keep out. Therefore 
the space is utilized as follows, 
which were clip{)ed at random 
and with no thought of age or 
previous condition of servitude:

An English sailor who was 
watching a Chinaman placing a 
dish of rice by a grave inquired: 
“ When do y o u  expect your 
friend to (Xime out and eat?’ ’ 
“ Same time as your friend come 
out to smellee flow’ers you put,’ ’ 
retfirted Li.

t :
A young lady explained to a 

{irinter the difference in {irinting 
and publishing and in conclusion 
said: “ Now you may print a
kiss on my cheek, but you must 
not publish it.’ ’ With that he 
locked the fair form in his arms 
and went to {>res8.

t I
A Boston pa{>er says: “ Spring 

is here at last. A butterfly was 
caught at the south end yester­
day.’ ’ That may be the pro{>er 
way to catch a butterfly, but 
when you grab a wasp it is 
better to catch i t about the 
equator, shifting northw'esterly 
toward the head.

♦  ♦♦ ♦
It would be of no use to tell the 

story of the empty box, for 
“ there is nothing in it.’ ’ Or the 
story of the stove-pi{>e, for “ that 
is t<x) smutty,’ ’ but the story of 
the hotel girl emptying the pan 
of dishwater into the traveling 
man’s grip might go, for “ it has 
not leaked out yet.’ ’

f 4 4 4
This story is told of a certain 

g ir l: She was telling some girl
chums that she wore yellow' gar­
ters, indicating that she was for 
the gold standard. Just then her 
sweetheart joined the group, and 
to him she appealed: “ You know 
I’m for the gold standard, don’ t 
you, Johnny?’ ’ And the others 
giggled and wondered how John­
ny knew.

4 4
4 4

The editor of a neighboring 
pafier, in writing the obituary 
notice of one of the citizens of 
his town, used this expression: 
“ He has gone to that undiscov­
ered country from whose bourne 
no traveler returns,’ ’ but the in­
telligent com{X)sitor made him 
say “ burn.’’ The editor has 
been horsewhip{)ed by the widow 
and has a slander suit to defend.

4 4
4 4

A rural bride and g r o o m  
boarded a Rock Island train one 
night last week, and the young 
man was heard to say to the 
conductor: “ Say, mister, we
want the best aecommodations 
on this ’ere train for the night.’ ’ 
“ Looking for a berth, eh?’ ’ in­
quired the conductor. “ A  birth? 
Thunderation, no,’ ’ said t h e  
groom. “ What we want is a 
place to spend the night. We’ve 
just married.’ ’

Under the new banking law, 
which went into effect March 14, 
1900, there have been 136 na­
tional banks organized in Texas, 
with an ag^gregate capital of $5,- 
268,000. Texas leads all the 
states in the number of banks 
organized, Pennsylvania coming 
next with 118.

The Democratic State con­
vention ia in session at Galveston, success in every busin

Second • Hand Store 
and New Tin Shop. %

Patronize.home industry, 
and buy your Tinware, Well 
Casing, Well Buckets, Gut­
tering, Sprouting Roofing, 
Flues, Ventilators, R a i n  
Proofs, Galvanized I r o n  
cisterns. Filters, S t o c k  
Tanks—in fact, everything 
usually kept in a first-class 
Tin Shop, of Bell. Repair­
ing a s[)ecialty.

Yours for Business,

Jno. B. Bell, Jr.

Millinery ■■
Latest Styles. 
Newest Designs 
Most Stylish  ̂

Effects

I can suit vou 
in Price, duality, 
and Style.

MRS. F. B. HOOPLE

T H E  F A C T S  IN  
T H E  O A S E S A ^

WhtNi you nwd a thins yoa like to feel 
that ira the truth, ^ e  Dallas Skmi* 
W eekly News glTea the facta In theoaae

S F E C I A L L Y
EOlTEOrnmm̂

If you’ll ivad The News aurhUe youjl 
like It. It holds the attentloa. It la ape- 
daily edited, that's why. Bnlna aad not 
hap-haxzard go Into The Neura’ make-up.

I T W O  F A F E R S  
Y O U  N E E D  ...

You need The Mk b u l  Mail , beoaoae lu  
your local paper. It glTea a daaa at 
news you can’t get elsewhere. To« need 
need The News, because It gtres you all 
the State news. The Merttel Mall and 
The Semi-Weekly Netra one year for 
only % U T B . C A S H  IN  A O V A M C E .  
The New« Is promptly stopped at expira­
tion of time paid for. Subacribe now.

The Same Old Story.
J. A. Kelly relates an ex­

perience similar to that which 
has hap{)ened in almost ever; 
neighborhood in the Unite«! 
States and has been told and re­
told by thousands of others. He 
says: “ Last summer I had an
attack of dysentary and pur 
chased a bottle of Chamberlai'
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhoea 
Remedy, w’hich I used accordir 
to directions and with entirei 
satisfactorly results. The trouble  ̂
was controlled much quicker 
than former attacks when I ueed 
other remedies.’ ’ Mr. Kelly is a 
well known citizen of Henderson,
N. C. For sale by Rust A Pil- 
tard. _______________

The Differenoe.
The records of the justice court 

at Plano show that for the month 
of June, 1901, the court handle#^
15 criminal cases. The same 
records show that the same court 
for the month of June, 1902,. 
handled tw'o criminal cases. Lo­
cal option is in effect in Plano* 
now, but was not in 1901. Draw 
your own conclusions.—Garland 
News.

The Johnstown mine horror i 
another proof of the justness o 
the demand for living wages. A 
man w’ho risks his life in this 
way is entitled to big {>ay, and 
it is unjust to condemn them for 
demanding increased wages.

Advertising is the se<



K a Man Lie to You, |
And 8*y  syme other salve, 
ntment, lotion, oil or allejçed 

healer is aa good as Bucklen’s 
Arnica Salve, tell him thirty 
years of marvelous cures of piles, | 
burns, boils, corns, felons, cuts, 
ulcera, scalds, bruises and skin 

 ̂ eruptions prt^ve it’ s the best and 
cheapest. 25c at Rust A Pit­
ta rd’s.

New Subsoribere.

The following gentlemen have 
added their names to The Mail’s 
subscription liât since last issue: 

Rev. Theo. Estelle,
Rev. C. E. Woodson,
J. A. Turntine,
J. H. Rockenbold,
J. A. Coleman,
Dr. L. W. Hollis,
J. B. Clack,
W. Fulwiler,
J. W. Lee,
A . Turner,
O. R. Hairfield,
John Bowyer,
E. B. Bynum,
L. A. Dale,
J. T. Berry.

The Country is W e t
■ During the greater portion of 
last week there was rain some­
where in the Merkel Country— 
not a general rain nor yet one of 
those trash-moving kind, but 
small showers followed by cloudy 
weather, which are calculated to 
alleviate the effects of the drouth 
for a while at least. In some 
localities the rain was very 
heavy, and a good seasi>n is the 
result, while in others the ground 
is wet only a few inches. But 
the beauty about the rains are 
that they hit nearly, if not quite 
all, the dry places and came in 
time to give cotton and all forage 

% crops a shove forward.
Northeast southwest, south­

east, east, west and northwest of 
^swn—in fact, in nearly every 
direction good rains are reported, 
and only in the immediate vicin­
ity of Merkel were they short.

While the rains were not as 
much as needed, still they came 
m  a blessing to the entire 
country and are worth thousands 
of dollars to farming interests. 
Crop prospects are therefore on 
an average with last year at this 
time, and with the usual rains 
during August, we can expect an 
average yield of cotton and feed 
crops.

Protrsoted Meeting.

Rev. R. S. Heizer, pastor of 
Methodist church, has announced 
a protracted meeting to com­
mence on Saturday before the 
^ t  Sunday in August and con­

tinue over the second Sunday. 
A  great s)xritual revival is looked 
for, and the hearty co-operation 
•of all is earnestly requested to 
ithe end that great and lasting 
^ood may be accomplished.

R. B. Grider received the in­
telligence of the serious injury of 
Wim brother at Liberty, Mo., a 
few days ago. He and a com- 

*panion were being lowered into 
a well when the rope broke and 
they were precipitated to the 
bottom, a distance of 48 feet, the 
oompanton being instantly killed 
and Mr. Grider’s back and leg 
were fractured. A  telegram 
rtceived Saturday stated that he 
was still alive, but few hopes 
^erç entertained for his recovery.

Henry James, Judge Leggett, 
. H. Compere and E. F. Elkin 

lassed through here Saturday en 
route to the proposed new town 
'df Sylvester, which is to be laid 
>ff on the Orient road a few miles

'^oby. It is understood 
town will soon be plotted 
'Hs put on the market.

JULY CLEAN-UP SALE
ON-..

WASH SKIRTS will be on the Safe
and SLIPPERS Side of Satisfaction if you

take advantagfe of this sale

NOTICE.
, Our Photo Gallérywîlt be open

The season is advancing, and we want to be 
relieved of all summer goods on hand

Note the Savings Offered:

I
No. 1040. 
No. 1014. 
No. 1020. 
No. 1025. 
No. 1028. 
No. 1030.

WASH SKIRTS.
Fancy Suiting, assorted colors, were SI.75, now.................................. $1.35
Duck, solid colors, w’ere $1.50, now.......................................................  1.15
Fancy Covert, nicely trimmed, were SI.75, now..................................  1.35
Good quality Crash, elegantly trimmed, were S2.00, now..................... 1.60
Crash, braid trimming, were S1.50, now................................................  1.15
Linen, open work trimming, w’ere S2.00, now........................................ 1.00

t
SLIPPERS and SANDALS.

American Lady, Patent Leather, were S2.50, now only......................................... S2.15
Isla, Patent Leather Sandals, were S2.00, now only............................. ...... .......... 1.50
Children’s Patent Leather, 6s to 8a, were 85c, now only........................................ 70c

“  “  “  8a to 12a, were Sl.OO, now o n ly ..................................  80c
“  “  “  13a to 2a, were S1.25, now o n ly .......... ........................ 05c

Try a pair of our gents Patent Leather Colt Skin Shoes, worth S5.00 at...............  3.00

If you don’t know shoes, you have to depend upon the reputation of the shoe. 
We carry Hamilton A Brown’s.

• J .  T .  W a r r e n ,  f
DR. E. B. G ILB E R T

SPECliUST i i -
Practice L imited to the Eye, 

Ear, Nose and Throat.
At Horner’s Drug Store, MarksI, arery Monday.

Cures Soiatioa.
Rev. W. L. Riley, L. L. D., 

Cuba, N. Y., writes: “ A fterfif­
teen days of excruciating pain 
from sciatic rheumatism, under 
various treatment, I was induced 
to try Ballard’s Snow Liniment, 
the first application giving my 
first relief, and the second, entire 
relief. I can give it unqualified 
recommendation. 25c, 50c and 
$1.00 at Rust A Pittard’s.

The rock are being hauled for 
the foundation work of the new 
school building. Work wdll com­
mence at once.

Mrs. Dr. Gilbert of Abilene was 
the guest of Mrs. T. A. Johnson, 
Monday.

New Mest Market
We have opened a meat mar­

ket on the south side and will 
keep only the best of fresh meats. 
Give us a trial order. Also 
handle cold drinks.

J. W. A L. M. Watkins. 
Phone 39.

Mrs. Hammonds and two 
daughters. Misses Willie and 
Pinkie, left Monday night for 
Fairland, I.T. They have been 
connected with the hotel here for 
over a year and gave general 
satisfaction. The Mail wishes 
them much pleasure in their new 
home. W. B. Alsobrook assum­
ed control of the hotel Tuesday. 
He is an old hand at the busi­
ness and will keep it up to iU 
present high standard.

The Mail’s ’ phore is 31. If 
you know any item of news, or if 
friends or relatives are visiting 
you, or if you are going or have 
been off on a visit, please let us 
know. It will be a great favor.

The Texas A Pacific Railway 
Company is now operating din­
ing cars on trains 5 and 6 be­
tween Jefferson, Texas and St. 
Louis, Mo.; also on Iron Moun­
tain train No. 4, between Arka- 
delphia and St. Louis. This will 
give north-bound passengers on 
train No. 6, which is the fast 
“ Cannon Ball,”  the benefit of 
dinner and supper and those on 
No. 4, breakfast and dinner on 
the cars.

The cars are the latest pattern. 
Have electric lights and fans, 
choicest tableware and the most 
modem conveniences in general. 
The cuisine is incomparable and 
meals are served a la carts. 
This service is a great improve­
ment over the Old Station Eat­
ing Houses' and you are re­
spectfully invited to give it a 
trial.

For Sale—Two good lots, de­
sirable loGotion, fenced, a well. 
Must go quick. Enquire at this 
office.

Lost—Somewhere between Nu­
bia and Merkel last Saturday, a 
heavy laprobe, g^reenish color. 
Please leave at this office.

W. R. Bighsm came in from 
Louisiana Tuesday.

Read the professional card of 
Dr. E. B. Gilbert, the specialist. 
The Doctor will make weekly 
visits here.

A  oar of fat cows from the 
C. P. Warren ranch were shipped 
to marketlast Thursday.

We-are able to offer the Texas 
Stock Journal, or the Texas 
Farm Journal, in connection with 
The Merkel Mail, at $1.50 per 
year for the two papers. This is 
less than three cents per week 
for the two. The Journal is the 
standard Stock and Farm publi­
cation of Texas, and with The 
Merkel Mail, you can not buy 
any more valuable iterature for 
the money. Let us hear from 
you with an order under this 
clubbing offer.

Oscar Wilson and wife of Caps 
were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Goo. S. Berry Sunday.

Dr. E. B. Gilbert, specialist of 
Abilene, was here Monday.

Cotton Still Growing.

Farmers report their cotton 
still growing nicely and many of 
them say their crops have suffer­
ed more from the winds than 
from the drouth. The plant will 
average all the way from a hand 
to knee high.

The showers . of last week, 
which were good rains in some 
places, have benefitted cotton 
considerably, and a good rain 
soon will result in an average 
yield.

But even where still dry some 
of it has continued to grow and 
is yet green. This is accounted 
for by the fact that, during dry 
weather, cotton, like the 
mesquite, sends its roots down 
to moisture and hence is able to 
withstand the drouth. But if it 
is planted before a wet spell, 
followed by a drouth, it does not 
fare so well.

Altogether, farmers are very 
well contented with the outlook, 
and áre not grumbling.

for work two dayO |p4Bay and 
Saturday) in each week until 
further notice.
tf Barnhill A Wife.

Ne«d More Help.
Often the overtaxed organs of 

digestion cry out for help by 
dyspepsia’s pains, nausea, diz­
ziness, headaches, liver com­
plaints, bowel disorders. Such 
troubles call for prompt use of 
Dr. King’s New Life Pills. They 
are gentle, thorough and guar­
anteed to cure. 25c at Rust A 
Pittard’s.

NOTICE.
No more fishing or hunting al­

lowed in my pastures.
Parties who have had permis- 

son, please consider cancelled, 
tf Resp’t.,

J. T. Warren.

For Sale—320 acre tract of 
land 4 miles west of Merkel— 
well improved—at $6 per acre.

B. F. Longacre.

Merkel Camp No. 719, W.O.W. 
—meets every second and fourth 
Saturday night in each month at 
the I. O. O. F. Hall.

. G. E. Comegys, C. C. 
John Elliott, Clerk.

Elliott A Miller are selling 
wind mills and pumps and water 
supply goods at prices that make 
their customers smile and com­
petitors turn pale. 4t

S. W. Sheppard and W. L. 
Clay, with their families, spent 
last week on the shady banks o? 
Valley Creek rustling after the 
finny tribe.

Dr. Leeman and family are 
expected back from the Plains 
this week.

Posted.
Owing to the danger of fire, I 

have 'been forced to post my 
pasture, north of town, and, for 
the time being, must deny all the 
right of hunting and fishing 
therein. Please bear this in 
mind.

C. P. Warren.

Wood Beds and Mattings, all 
kinds, are going at greatly re­
duced prices. Call and 
see them.

W. P. Browning A Co.

Misses Florence and Mattie 
Davis of Waoo are visiting Miss 
Maud Richardson.

J. M. Hays and family returned 
Friday from a visit to Haskell 
county.

J. R. Griffith, formerly of 
Salt Branch, was here from 
Haskell county last week.

Isaac N. Taylor was up frcnn 
Abilene Sunday, much to the 
delight of the fair sex.

R. A. Miller has put in a bid 
on the Roby school building and 
also on one or two stone build­
ings at Sweetwater. He is a 
rustler.

Miss ElU Tippett of Abilens 
was the guest of her sister, Mrs. 
Harkrider, this week.

Mr. Wheeler of Noodle was 
whooping ’em up last week, the 
event being in honor of the birth 
of a son. He has five girls, this 
being the first boy, and having 
received a good rain, too, he is 
entitled to a few whoops.

Mrs. J. C. Perkins (nee Miss 
Eva Martin) of Roscoe is hero 
visiting her parents. Mr. Per­
kins accompanied her here, but 
returned home Monday night.

A  three or four inch rain fall 
on Salt Branch Friday evening. 
Farmere say it was a fine eeaaon.

Lewis Maddox of Weatherford 
was in the city Tuesday.

A
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. . .  PROHIBITION DON’T PROHIBIT. . .
The People From Trading at this Store.

We realize the fact that you have had a short crop year and must buy goods as 
cheap as possible. Knowing this to be the case, we have shaved most of the prof­
its off of every line of merchandise. The prices are right. Come in and see us 
and inspect our goods. We will save you money on every purchase, large or small

J. P. SHARP & CO.
TOWN and 
COUNTRY.. NEWS W EEKLY B U D G E T OF 

HAPPENINGS T H R O ’- 
O U T  T H E  C O U N TY ....

ABILENE.

T. J. Watson and Mrs. Luna 
West were married at the court 
house yesterday afternoon, 
Justice Chandler officiating.

Fourteen homing or carrier 
pigeons were received here by 
express Monday morning from 
Fort Wayne, Ind., to be liberated 
on the first clear day. They 
were turned loose Tuesday morn­
ing and after circling over the 
tops of the buildings for a short 
time finally located Indiana and 
started for their native state at a 
rapid rate. They took a north­
easterly course but as yet noth­
ing has been heard from them.

The (»Id livery stable that stood 
on North First street has l>een 
torn down to make room for the 
new brick block. This is one of 
the old land marks.

Next Tuesday the voters of 
Abilene will be called on to say 
whether or not they want two 
new brick ward school buildings. 
It is proposed to issue bonds in 
the sum of $20,000 for the erec­
tion of those buildings provided 
the voters decide they want them 
issued. The measure will un­
doubtedly carry.

J. M. Cope, aged 75 years and 
one of the old settlers of Taylor 
county, died at the family home 
in the southern part of the coun­
ty Monday morning. He leaves 
a large connection to mourn his 
death.

Several g(x>d showers fell the 
past week and have been very 
beneficial to cotton.

The fair directors are hard at 
work preparing for the fair Oct. 
14 to 18. * Some specially inter­
esting premiums will be offered 
on cotton this year and farmers 
will do well to remember this.

DORA.
Kat Klaw failed to .write last 

week, but will try and send in a 
a few items this week.

J. M. Bryson went to Abilene 
Wednesday.

Miss Susie Robinson of Dallas 
county came in Friday on a visit 
to her br)ther-in-law, I. E. Lowe.

The big meeting, conducted by 
Rev. Smith of Comanche, Rev. 
Bates of Winngate, Rev. Cooper 
of Sweetwater and Rev. EHliott of 
Abilene, commenced Friday 
night.

A  nice shower of rain fell at 
Dora Saturday.

Henry Porter and Miss Bettie 
Dudley and Sam Toombs and

Miss Lizzie Blackburn were up 
from Nubia Sunday.

Misses Meda and Mae Rounsa- 
ville were here from Nolan Sun­
day.

No preaching Sunday on ac­
count o f the rain.

Kat Klaw.

Beyond.

Beyond this beautiful and rip­
pling stream, just over the grassy 
knoll, there is a richly tinted 
flower.

They tell us that it is so rarely 
beautiful that it may blush to 
life at the touch of an angel’ s 
kiss and caught its rosy flush from 
a burning star.

Beyond the pathless mountain 
that left their blue peaks in the 
fading distance they tell us there 
is a charming valley that drinks 
the diamond dews of the morning 
ond bathes in the liquid sun­
beams, that is clad in a verdue 
of everlasting green and dotted 
all over with flowers of every 
hue and shade.

Beyend the blue waves of a 
pathless ocean they tell us there 
is a clime from which the mellow 
sunlight or spring never departs, 
that is ladened with the songs of 
birds of note and plumage, and 
peace, easy and plenty.

Beyond the curtain of darkness 
that hangs over the gloomy night 
there dwells a picture of morn­
ing, a picture of new fresh life 
that seems to wake and move 
and break away the mists and 
they tell us its foreground is 
hope and its background is 
pleasure.

Beyond the aches and strug­
gles, the fears, the disappoint­
ments, the bitter trials and the 
wearying labors of time we are 
taught there is an eternity whose 
higher possibilities give promise 
of calmer hours and sweeter 
rest.— Selected.

What God Gives a Boy.
A body to keep clean and 

healthy, as a dwelling to his 
mind and a temple for his soul.

A  pair of hands to use for him­
self and others but never against 
others for himself. A  pair of 
feet to do errands of love, kind­
ness, and charity and business. 
But not to loiter in places of 
temptation or sin.

Pair of lips to speak true, 
brave kind words. A  pair of 
ears to hear music of birds, trees 
and human voices but not to give

heed to what the serpent says or 
to what dishonors God or his 
mother.

A pair of eyes to see the beau­
tiful, the good and the true— 
God’s finger-print in flower, 
field and snowflake.— Y o u n g 
Crusader. ^

Mrs. Will Scarlwrough and 
daughters of Matador are the 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. G. F. 
West.

Add to Phone List.
Johnson, T. A. res..................... 8
Little, Dr. J. W. office, ......... 70
Phillips, T. W. res..................... 4
Watkins Meat M arket.............tl9
Williams, H. C. res..................12

A young saloon keeper in 
Ix>uisiana the other day married 
a young girl and went to Chicago 
on a bridal tour. It seems that 
he often joked of killing himself 
and while making a joke about 
it in their hotel room he shot 
himself. In his pocket was found 
his |)ersonal card with an adver­
tisement of his saloon on one side 
and on the other this flimsy, hol­
low, heartless. Godless estimate 
of life: “ Herb’s to a short and
merry one, a giHKl girl and a 
pretty one, a quick death and an 
easy one, a cold bottle and 
another one.’ ’ May God have 
mercy on the home and surround­
ings where it is ¡xissible for a 
man to grow up with such a 
heathen creed.—The B a p t i s t  
Argus.

Congressional Caucuses.

One natural outgrowth of our 
system of party politics is the 
occasional necessity in Congress 
of holding a caucus to determine 
upon a course of action. Why, 
it is often asked, should not each 
member, whether of the majority 
or of the minority, vote on every 
measure that comes up accord­
ing to his best individual judg­
ment? Why should not any 
party caucus attempt to influence 
his course, much less to bind his 
action?

When two great national parties 
struggle for the mastery, the 
one in the majority is for the 
time being responsible before the 
country for what is done. The 
minority is not directly responsi­
ble, and its policy is to adopt a 
course of action as will tend to 
restore it to power. The point 
of view of the two parties is thus 
slightly different in approaching 
any contested question of general 
policy.

On every such subject there is 
more or less difference of opinion 
among the majority members. 
It would then be possible for the

I smaller wing of the majority, by 
combining with the minority, to 
('ontrol the situationand so shape 
legislation. This plan, if carried 

;out frequently, would interfere 
with the working of the principle 
of party rule.

The Congressional caucus is 
designed to prev» nt this inter­
ference. in either House or 
Senate, as circumstances may 
arise, it is held in order to show 
w’hat the members of the party 
as a l)ody desire to do. If the 
members of the majority can 
reach an agreement by which 
they will when the vote is taken, 
they w ill make the laws.

This view’ of party obligation 
does not suggest that a man 

, should ever subordinate any 
fundamental belief to the will of 
others; the individual liiraself 
must decide where the border­
line lies between such a sur£ 
render and an agreement in 
those details which are merely 
matters of opinion.

This year’s session of Congress 
has been notable for the number 
and importance of its caucuses 
and conferences.—Y  o u t h ’ s
Companion.

Tayloritet at Lubbock.
Dr. Leeman and wife and 

daughter. Miss Lucy, of Merkel, 
enjoyed the hospitality of the 
Lubl)ock people at the picnic the 
4th. Dr. being a Mason took 
part in the installation of the 
Masonic officerss

Lee Carter came in last Tues­
day from Merkel, which place he 
has been for some time.

Eld. Dale of Abilene is deliv­
ering a series of sermons at the 
Baptist church this week.— Lub­
bock Avalanche.

I Clarence Compton came i n 
Tuesday from Gatesville, to his 

! parent’s delight. He has learned 
J engineering, and The Mail ex- 
I tends its very best wishes for his 
{ future success i n this great 
j branch of endeavor.

! John Elliott is erecting a wind 
' mill and tank on North Front 
8t., about midway of the block. 
Besides affording ample water 
supply for that street, it will also 
be of great help in case of a fire.

The T. 4 P. building crew is 
due this week, and it is stated on 
good authority that work will be 
begun on the new depot right 
away. However, very little ma­
terial is on the ground as yet.

D. M. Senter made a trip to 
Moran, Shackelford Co., a n d  
back, this week.

A. J. Hill and family are ex­
pected back from the plains soon.

The Bose W orm Medicine.
H. P. Kumpe, druggist, Leigh­

ton, Ala., writes: “ One of my
customers had a child, which 
was sick, and threw’ up all food, 
could retain nothing on its stom­
ach. He bought one bottle of 
White’s Cream Vermifuge, and 
it brought up 119 worms from 
the child. It’s the boss worm 
medicine in the world.’ ’ White’s 
Cream Vermifuge is also the 
Childrens’ tonic. It improves 
their digestion and assimilation 
of food, strengthens their nervous 
system and restores them to the 
health, vigor and elasticicity of 
spirits natural to childhood. 25c 
-at Rust 4 Pittard’s.

W hy Country Editors Get Rich.
After a gcxx! deal of study and- 

worry we have at last “ figured“  
out why so many country editoJ* 
get rich. Here is the secret of 
their success:

A child is bom in the neigh­
borhood ; the attending physician 
gets $10; the editor gives the 
loud-lunged youngster and'th« 
“ happy parents’ ’ a send>off and 
gets $0. It is christened, and 
the minister gets $5 and the 
editor gets $00. It grows m 
and marries; the editor publishf 
another long-winded, flowery a” 
tide and tells a dozen lies abopi 
the “ beautiful and accomplish­
ed’ ’ bride. The minister gets 
$10 and a piece of cake and th( 
editor gets $000. In the oour¿, 
of time it dies; the doctor get 
from $6 to $100, the ministe 
perhaps gets another $5, *’
undertaker gets from $26t<^ 
the editor publishes a,,4f^^oe of 
the death and cU^^ary two 
columns long, lodge and society 
resolutions, a lot of poetry and a 
free card of thanks, and gets 
$0000. No wonder so many 
country editors get rich.— Ex­
change.

The editor and family were 
very pleasantly entertained at 
the home of Depot Agent MoC^ru 
and wife Tuesday evening. Re* 
freshments, consisting of iM 
cream and fruit of all kinds— 
which, by the way, were raised 
in their own orchard—were 
served, and the occasion was onci 
of those which we can look back 
to in alter years with a sigh of 
enjoyment. Mr. McCord and h ’ 
good lady have all along b 
very kind to us, and this of 
sion is but another demonstra 
of their friendship and loyalty.

W. J. O'Zee and sons, Olin ar 
Lon, arrived Tuesday momit 
from Gosnell, O. T.

Ed Green expects to 
Weatherford tomorrow ^

i- -K .



.e Perfect Liver Medicine. i

Mrs. M. A. Jolley, Noble, O.
writes: “ I have used Her-j

...iie for a number of years, and | 
can cheerfully recommend it as j 
the most jierfect liver medicine, 
and the (greatest blood purifier. i 
It is a medicine of positive merit, I 
".nd fully accomplishes all that is 
clained for it.”  Malaria cannot 
find a lodgement in the system 
while the liver is in perfect or­
der, for one of its functions is to 
prevent the absorption of fever 
producing poisons. Heraine is 
a most efficient liver regulator. 
50c at Rust d Pittard’s.

“ Unfcrmsntcd Hops.**
**.Take my advice and never go 

through a brewery, or, if you go, 
have your white ribbon on an tell 
’em you’re one of the main guys 
in the Epworth League.” said the 

,*— communicative bartender. “ I 
stacked up against the game the 
other day, but never again for 
your Uncle Dudley. You see, it 
was this way : The boss brewer 
took me in tow, and after I had 
tasted a few glasses of beer he 
steered me up against my undo­
ing. I downed it. It tasted nice 
and mild, but somewhat bitter. 
‘ ‘That,’ said he, ‘ is the essence of 
unfermented hops. It contains 
much nutriment, but absolutely 
no alcohol.’ At 2 o’clock I was 
staggering about the bar, and at 
2:30 I went home and went to 
bed. The next day I met the 
brewer, and he laughed. ‘When 
did it hit you?’ he asked. ‘About a 
o’clock,’ I said. ‘And no alcohol, 
eh?’ Then he told me. The stuff 
was just ripe for fermentation, 
and after it had gotten into my 
stomach I was converted in to '« 
miniature brewery.” \

la tha Horaa Raally Passing.
» About once every six or eight 
years the department of health o# 
New’ York gets a notion to take 
a census of alt the horses and sta­
bles In that city. They have just 
finished one, which shows a sur­
prising decrease in number. In 
December, 1896, there were 73/- 
746 horses and 4649 stables in 
New York. There are now only 
65,086 horses and 3326 stables, a 
decrease of 8660 in horses and 

^1323 in stables. O f course, part 
of this decrease is due to the con- 
tantly growing use of aiutomo- 

yiles, but the main cause is the 
:substitution of electricity for 
horses on the street cars. \

An Intnreating Painting.
A painting of Fort Sumpter in 

^ r  time, made in 1863 by Lieu- 
enant John K. Key, a nephew of

ancis Scott Key, author of 
“ TIk  Star Spangled Banner,” is 
on exhibition in Charleston. It 
was shipped thro'.igh tht; blockade 
to England, where it remained un- 
til it was returned to Charleston a 
few days ago. It was the prop­
erty of Colonel II. W . Ficlden, of 
the British army, and has been 
presented by him to Augustine T. 

iSmythe, of Charleston. Colonel 
.Fialden resigned from the British 

rmy to accept a commissiotn un- 
M  lliv Cbnfederacy, and served 

through the war on the staff of 
*<3eaeral Beauregard. It was at 
ihlf raquMt that the picture was 
painted.

I ...THE BEST DRAWING CARD... i
The Best Goods at the Lowest Prices.

I \ < »
;i( I ( \ { \  ̂\ {) ( » ( \ { \ 
< »

I

Implements * 
Wagons 
Buggies 
Barbed Wire 
Nails, Stoves 
Tools

Etc. Etc. i I

MERKEL,
T E X A S .

We claim that we handle the 
best line of Hardware imple­
ments, etc., on the market. We 
have handled ’em long enough 
to know this. They are the 
cheapest because they last the 
longest. Come and take a look 
at our mammoth stock.

I Hardware 
Queensware 
Glassware 
Tinware 
Qraniteware 
Crockery ware i |

Etc. Etc. ! I

►►>>
►►
►»
)
>

W. H. DICKSON. I

A Om  Molnti Cow Otto.
A  Dcs Moines cow found a 

'■il of paint and bossy’s owner 
$ brought suit for her value 

gainst the man who left the 
laint in tight. Defendant con­
tends that the cow was an edu­
cated beast, knew the paint ’was 

'son and drank it with suicidal 
* It is now up to plaintiff 

• the cow’s ante-mortem

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un­

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let- | 
ter office July 1. When call­
ing for them please state adver­
tised. I

Mattie R. W itt, F. M.
Carter, Don 11.
Larmun, J. H. ^
Maxwell, G. W.
Smith, Wm. J.
Taylor, H. C.
Prof. Overby,

The Ugly Women of Montevideo.
.\ commander in the navy, who 

is now cruising with the South 
Atlantic squadron, sent home to 
his Philadelphia wife the other 
day a description of the women of 
Montevideo. “These women,” he 
wrote, “ arc as unattractive as 
clods of earth. They are swarthy, 
angular, dull of eye and stolid of| 
countenance. But what I wish| 
particularly to tell you of it the 
moles upon their faces. Not one 
in twenty but has, on her cheek, 
or lip, or temple, a mole covered 
with long hairs. They are proud 
of these moles, and regard them 
as beauty spots. It is said, indeed, 
that those girls who are moleless 
will resort to strange expedients 
in order to raise the ugly little 
growths upon their faces. The 
women of Montevideo twirl the 
long hairs upon their moles 
proudly, as a cavalryman twirls 
the ends of his mustache.”

A Picturesque Candidste.
One of the most picturesque 

candidates nominated for con­
gress so far is Andrew Furuseth, 
who aspires to succeed Julius 
Kahn, of the Fourth California 
district. Furuseth is a Prussian 
Finn who used to be a sailor, and 
he has sailed pretty much every 
stretch of open water in the 
world. For years he has been a 
labor agitator in San Francisco. 
He is a keen, sharp-visaged 
watchdog and does the full duty 
assigned him. An artist seeking 
studies of faces to make up a rev­
olutionary crowd would find in 
him a striking type. His 
straight, hay-colored hair is long 
and tumbled; his forehead is 
sharply retreating; his face has a 
drawn expression of intensity, 
with rarely the trace of a smile; 
his shoulders are angular and his 
form cadaverous.

Senator Proolor’t Finest Speech.
Senator Proctor, of Vermont, 

says the finest speech he ever 
made consisted of only • four 
words. It was in retort to Sena­
tor Hoar's sarcastic little thrust 
in a speech «hrected at the Green 
mountain senator. He said: ‘‘ No 
man in Vermont is allowed to 
vote unless he has made $5,000 
trading with .Massachusetts peo­
ple." Wliereat Proctor said. 
‘ .\nd we all vote.”

Fattison’s Contempt for Form.
Ex-Governor attison, of Penn­

sylvania. has a large and healthy 
contempt for the punctilios of so­
cial form. He thinks there is a 
great deal of an American Hub- 
dub aboat such matters and illus­
trates his views on the subject by 
adding that he never came across 
anything superior to a reply a 
Pennsylvania politician received 
from a friend whom he had invit­
ed to a reception. “ Yours receiv­
ed. I will be there,' was all of it, 
“ end quite enough, too,”  says the 
ese-governor.

Real Cause of the Oak’s Death.
As if the recovery of King Ed­

ward V II. were not enough to 
discredit the fine bit of supersti­
tion growing about the decay ol 
‘the king’s oak” in Central park, 
New York, it is now said that the 
tree is simply a victim to race 
prejudice. Every Irish laborer 
near, so says the New York Press, 
has taken a su|>erstitious shy at 
the king's oak with shovel or 
apade, and no tree could be ex­
pected to survive such treatment.

Patti’s Superstition About Tables.
Mme. Patti would never play in 

an opera where any one had to 
tit on a table. This was because 
ihc had not made the success iu 
“Carmen” that she had in other 
operas. She attributed this en­
tirely to the fact that she had to 
•it on a table in the inn scene ia 
the second act.

Damagee for Fraudulent Marriage.
Rosa Serwer, of Brooklyn, has 

just secured a verdict of $10,000 
damages against a man who mar­
ried her through a fraudulent ser­
vice while he had another wife 
living and undivorced. In the 
first trial a jury found $2,000 
damages, but Justice Gaynor set 
the verdict aside on the ground 
that some of the testimony was 
perjured. In another trial before 
Justice Mareau a verdict of $10,- 
000 was found.

A Soholarebip for a South African.
Dr. Conan Doyle has decided 10 

give $5,000 of the ^Jfioo elected 
on his pamphlet “ 'The War in 
South Africa,* for a acholarsiup 
which shall enable some poor 
South African, either Boer or 
British, to take a course in Edin­
burgh university.

Saves a Woman’s Life.
To have given up would have 

meant death for Mrs. LoisCragg, 
of Dorchester, Mass. For years j 
she had endured untold misery ■ 
from a severe lung trouble and 
obstinate cough. “ Often,”  shej 
writes, “ I could scarcely breathe j 
and sometimes could not speak. | 
All doctors and remedies failed 
till 1 used Dr. King’s New Dis­
covery for Consumpton and was 
completely cured.”  Sufferers 
from coughs, colds, throat and 
lung troubles need this grand 
remedy, for it never disappoints. 
Cure is guaranteed by Rust A 
Pittard. Price 50c and $1.00. 
Trial bottles free.

The Terrible Cobra of India.
An average of 20,000 persons 

annually succumb to venomous 
snake bites in India alone. The 
cobra is the terrible scourge of 
India. The actual mimber oi 
deaths during the decade i88u- 
1890. according to statistics, va­
ried from 18,670 to 22,480 a year 
For many years past the govern­
ment of India has tiffercd rewards, 
or “ head money,” for the destruc­
tion of venomous serpents. Not­
withstanding the payment of 
large sums for this purpiosc, how­
ever, neither the supply of snakes 
nor fatalities from tlieir bite seem 
to have ileereased. During the 
above mentioned decade the num­
ber of poisonous snakes killed 
varied from 212,776 to 578,415 
annually.

Wanted the Man That Beat Tham.
John T. Wilson, president of 

the BrothcrhocKl of Railway 
Trackmen of America, who re­
cently led the striking trackmen of 
the Canadian Pacific railway to 
victory, has just refused an offer 
of a bonus of $25,000 and an ex­
ecutive position worth $5,000 a 
year, made to him by the officers 
of that company. The executive 
ability he employed in winning 
the strike convinced the railway 
managers that Mr. Wilson would 
be a mighty good n\an to have on 
their side of a contention.

Lauterbaoh’s Proud Sona.
Edward Lauterbach, who i l  

itentioncd as a candidate for lieu­
tenant governor of New York 
•tate, has two sons, who are ex­
tremely proud of him, and who 
alk a great deal about him. "You 
would think,” said a friend of the 
*amily the other day, “ that those 
Lauterbach boys were saying a 
tontinuous prayer. They begin 
•very other sentence with ‘our 
iather.’”

Don’t Fail to T ry  This.

Whenever an honest trial is 
given to Electric Bitters for any 
trouble it is recommendeil for a 
permanent cure will surely be 
affected. It never fails^ to tone 
the stomach, regulate the kid­
neys and bowels, stimulate the 
liver, invigorate the nerves and 
purify the blood. It ’s a wonder­
ful tonic for run-down systems. 
Electric Bitters positively cures 
kidney and liver troubles, stom­
ach -disorders, nervousness, 
sleeplessness, rheumatism, neu­
ralgia, and expels malaria. Sat­
isfaction guaranteed by Rust db 
Pittard. Only 50c.

Albert K. Fairfax, Amarloan Peer.
Mr. Albert Kirby Fairfax, who 

sailed from New York to Europe 
on Saturday, enjoys the distinc­
tion of being the only American 
commanded by King Edward to 
be present at the coronation. Mr. 
Fairfax is the twelfth Baron Fair­
fax of Cameron, the original hold­
er of the title having been raised 
to the peerage of Charles I. 
Thomas, the sixth baron, having 
inherited from his mother an im­
mense tract of land in Virginia, 
made a visit to the estate in 1739. 
He was so enamored of the coun­
try that he remained here, and his 
descendants have followed his ex­
ample. Of the succeeding barons, 
most of whom lived on their Vir­
ginia estates, the eighth Lord 
Fairfax was a clergyman, the 
ninth a farmer, the tenth, speak­
er of the California house of del­
egates, and the eleventh lord, 
John Cantel Fairfax, was a phy­
sician, and died in 1900. His son, 
the present Lord Fairfax, is in 
business in Wall street, and he 
modestly disowns his title, except 
on occasions like that for which 
he is now summoned.
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liHZors shurp, 
Towels clean.

Fiath room in connection. 
Your patponaj^^e solicited.

J. M. FATE, BAKBER.
NORTH FRONT STREET.

First class work and prompt and 
polite attention to all.

J. J. MILLER,
Justice Peace and Notary Public

Alao Aro lnaunuic»aceot. WlU write deeds, 
take ecknowledcemeaU, pkv taxes on land, (ur- 
nleti abatracte of title and tranaadt all other 
bualneaa entruitod to him.

I. O. O. F. LODGE
No. 355 meets every Friday 

night. Visiting brethren cor­
dially invited to attend.

N. FiARRISON, N. G. 
C has . C r a v e n , Sec.

DR. T. S. HOLLIS,
THE DENTIST^

Office OTcr llanis’ Dru^atoiv, Abllane, Texaa.

H. C. WILLIAMS,
Real Estaie and Insurance Agent

Notary Public
Takes Acknowledgments, Draws up Deeds, Etc. 

OrnOR AT WARMICK’ S BANK

J. A. LEEMAN
Physician and Surgeon.

Offloa, Darla’ Drug Store.

G. H. RICHARDSON
Physician and Surgeon.

Residenoe, West Merkel.

H «nry 0. Payne’s Collar.
It is now charged by those in

THE MERKEL BARBERS. I “
critical, that President Roosevelt 
was first attracted to Henry Clay 
Payne by the style of that gen­
tleman’s collar. While it is one 
size smaller than Teddy’s it is on 
the same cut and build, a turn­
down of the turndowns, sitting 
so low as to disappear beneath 
the collar of the coat and to ex­
pose three-fourths of the neck. 
When you look at Payne from 
behind you see no collar what­
ever.

First Shop Qirl Still Uving.
There is still living in an up- 

tba-state town a woman who 
made a great sensation a little 
more than half a century ago by 
appearing as a clerk behind the 
counter of her father’s store in 
Buffalo, says the New York 
Press. The shop girl had not yet 
been born, and for a woman to be 
found in such a potition w u  •  
novelty that drew great erow<Ss, 
who stood gaping outside the win­
dows at the girl selling needles 
and thread and measuring off tape 
by the yard.

How Van Sant Misted a Lunoh.
Governor Van Sant, of Minne­

sota, called on Preaident Roose­
velt recently and the Chief magis­
trate intended to ask him to stay 
and have lunch. The governor 
took one of the president’s ges­
tures for an intimation that the 
interview was at an end, and just 
then Mr. Roosevelt turned to 
greet a delegation. When he 
looked around Mr, Van Sant was 
gone. A messenger w’as dis­
patched in search of the Minne­
sota man, who was facing about 
half a peck of steamed oysters in 
a swell restaurant. It was too 
late to go hack, the governor 
thought, so he remained where 
he was.

Big Demand lor Jookaya.
So many of the ablest and most 

skillifni .American jockeys are 
now ritling in f’'nglaiul and upon 
the Kiiropean continent that the 
demand lor competent lads in the 
saddle is now more urgent in this 
country than at any time since 
I-ongiVlIow and Harry Bassett 
met in their memorable series of 
voiuesls.

To  Buy Popooatapell.
An American syndicate i.s said 

to be negotiating foi the jiiir- 
chase of the Mexican volcano Po­
pocatepetl, for the purpose of se­
curing its rmiphur de(K>sils.

-----------♦  •  -----
Ursus Not So Many, After All 
Ursus in “Quo V'adis' was no 

im|K)ssible giant after all. The 
'Mexican toreador who tcxik a 
wild bull by the horns and to.sscd 
him to the ground, as told in re­
cent dispatches, is one of the 
many facts that vindicate fiction.

“All About Shakespeare.*'
Visitors to Stratford-on-Avon 

complain that small boys run 
after them calling “ All about 
Shakespeare for a ha’penny.

T o  T o ll a Horao’a Ago.
“ The popular idea that the 

age of a horse can always be told 
by looking at his teeth,’ ’ said a 
veterinary surgeon, “ is not en­
tirely correct. After the eighth 
year the horse has no more new 
teeth, so that the tooth method 
is useless for telling the age of a 
horse which is more than eight 
years old. *As soon as the set of 
teoth is complete, however, a 
wrinkle begins to appear on the 
upper edge of the lower eyelid, 
and a new wrinkle is added each 
year, so that to get at the age of 
a horse more than 8 years old you 
must figure the teeth, plus the 
wrinkles.’*

DR. J. W. L IT T L E ,
Resident Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE— OFFICE IN 
FERHIER BUILDING.

BEST
PASSENGER SERVICE 

IN TEXAS.
« -IM P O R T A N T  Q A TC W A YS-4

NO TROUBLSTO ANSWBR Q U BSTI«N «.

P. TU R N E R ,
QCM*!. Passu amo Tiokst Am n t ,

OALLAS, T U 4

M O M  L IV I8  A R C  S A V C O
...B Y  USIMO...

Dr. King’s New Djscov^
jtion, Cou(lis aid Colds

Than By JlU OChar Thtoak Ami 
Lang Bamadias Oooabiaad.

This wondarful madicina poaftivaly 
euraa Conaumption, Coughs, Colda» 
Bronchitis, Asthma, Pnaumonia, Hay 
Favarftaurisy, LaQHppa, Hparsanaas, 
Bora Throat, Croup and Whooping

Goosam|tii
Than By

oat, croup ana wn 
Cough. H O O U llC . N O
M m  60s. A $1. M a i  s n u b  iM t.

'Phone the news to No. 81.

Wilhalmina’s Qorgaous Crown.
Q ;i.. 11 \’. ilhclmiiu’s crown is 

very gorgeous It is of dull gold, | 
only I lie edge?- being polisheil It 
cot si.nI.s oI a crimson velvet c.Tp 
milosvil m a cirelc set with sap-| 
pilin', a'nl emcrahls. 'I'he impe­
rial arJi.s lermiiiatc ill sixteen 
j>o:iil"i. . ,,! I Ilf which are siir- 
moimti il. Ii) l.irge single pearls, 
and the otlui eight, bent toward 
the < 'I..I and there erowned 
with till gli he and cross, arc set 
wdl "ill" p. ai!- each, whieh arc
g i a u n . .̂.'e. I he smallest bc-
iiig ]'l.;. il al tl;e top.

Bryant’s Start.
‘ .-am l'.i\.int. the old Kcn- 

liud y I ai jii.i:’ , whose death has 
been imud, began as a steamboat 
mai .11 the ( )hio river, but for 
nearix l a!: a cenluiy was promi- 
ncir in hor>e breeding and raeing. 
Hi a-(¡iiired a naliunal reputation 
ill iSfV with his fast horse, Proc­
tor Kiuitt, which won the I'ulii 
rity stakes.

Dueling in Italy.
How little regard is shown in 

continciitai Hurope for the laws 
against duelling is strikingly il­
lustrated by the combat of this 
nature which has just taken place 
at Rome between Signor Prinetti, 
the Italian niiiijster of foreign af­
fairs, and Signor I'raiichetti, one; 
of the members of the chamber oi| 
deputies, who took exceptii>n to| 
some remark on the part of tlii'j 
minister. The duel was fought j 
with swords and resulted in thei 
minister of foreign affairs slicing: 
off a piece of the ear of the dep 
uty, among the witnesses of the, 
encounter being Signor Hacelli,, 
minister of public instruction, and: 
Signor lilaticheri, the president of t 
the chamber of deputies. Yet noj 
where in Kurope are the laws 
against dueling more stringent 
than in Italy. Italian duels are 
far tnort serious affairs than 
those of France, being much more 
freipieiitly attended with serioii.» 
consequences.

. Nsw Style of Lodging.
“ Mine host of the fire-e.scape’’ 

is the new boniface of Gotham 
It has been a custom among peo­
ple of certain sections of the city 
who are not-over nice concerning 
their sleeping a]>arunents, to sleep 
on the fire-esca|)es. This is not 
an uncommon thing where homes 
arc small and families large. Usu­
ally the fire-escape has been given 
over to the small children or fee­
ble members of the family, so as 
to make their nights’ slumber as 
free as possible from the polluted 
atmosphere of the stuffy rooms. 
With the coming of the warm 
weather this summer it has devel­
oped that on particularly hot 
nights families arc renting their 
fire-escapes to “boardeds.’’ This 
is certainly a novel means of help­
ing out on high rents. How long 
this unusual manner of entertain- 
ing guests will be allowed to con­
tinue depends entirely upon the 
intervention of the fire and police 
authorities whose duties require 
them to keep these means of 
egress free from obstruction. 
While it lasts, however, the roof­
less hostclries are well patronized.

Edward’»  Fateful Day.
.Sunday has been a fateful day 

in the life of King Edward. It 
was on Sunday when, in 1871, he 
caught typhoid fever, which at­
tack nearly cost him his life. On 
a Sunday he happily took a turn 
for the better. On a Sunday he 
slipped on the staircase in Lord 
Rothschild’s house and injured 
his knee. On a Sunday he was 
shot at by Sipido in Brus.sels rail­
way station. Also on Sunday lie 
caught a chill at Aldershot that 
led up to his present illness.

All in Oni
The Upper part contains 

a 50-lb flour bin with sifter, 
a moulding board, 
a tilting sugar bin, with 

close fitting lid, 
three drawers, one with 6 

partitions for spices.
In the lower part are 
3 large drawers for table 

linen, groceries, etc. 
ample cupboard room for 

cooking utensils. Shelves, brackets, mirf(>r and top piece 
make the Cabinet as handsome us it is convenient. It is 
mounted’on the finest ball bearing casters. If you have any 
reason to believe that your kitenen work would not be less­
ened and that you would not feel better and happier with a 
lioosier Kitchen Cabinet than without it, won’t you kindly 
tell us what is the reason? If there is none, may W’e not 
have your order? Yours truly,

ED 5. HUGHES & CO.
Abilene, Texas
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5. W . SHEPPARD
Groceries
Vegetables
Fruits
Country
Produce
and Fresh
Meats, etc.

W e sell almost 
eversrthing afford­
ed by the market, 
and sell at reason­
able prices. Come 
to us for your gro­
ceries...

We are receiving our New 
Spring Goods. They embrace 
all the latest creations on the 
market, and we are pleased 
to announce that our stock is 
the largest and best selected 
we have ever carried. Come 
and see for yourself....

— 1

O. HAMILTON!
ELLIOTT & M ILLER

DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods...
We keep in-stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear, 

Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort 
ment of pumps, piping from *4 to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car laî  ̂
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

WINCHESTER
FACTORY LOADED SHOTGUN SH ELLS

New Rival” "leader"- **RBpeater̂ ^

BF you are looking for reliable shotgun am­
munition, the kind that shoots where you 
point your gun, buy Winchester Factory 

Loaded Shotgun Shells: *^New Rival,”  loaded with 
Black powder; “ Leader”  and “ Repeater,”  loaded 
with Smokeless. Insist updn having Winchester 
Factory Loaded Shells, and accept no others. 

A LL DEALERS KEEP THEM
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