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Trade at the Star Store.
Where You Get Value Received for

Every Dollar Spent. -

W e handle Dry Goods, Notions, Furnishing Goods, Clothing, Hats and Shoes. 
Anything you need in our line? Gome to see us before you buy.

25 per cent discount on all Ladies' Waists and Skirts 
20 per cent discount on all Summer Clothing. We  
rre not selling Clothing at cost, but our prices are 
the lowest, quality considered.

All prices quoted in our Mid-Summer Clearance 
Sale are in force as long as the goods last, and you 
will save money by investigating the merits of the 
goods and the prices we are asking for them.

The STAR STORE.
Merkel Mercantile Co., Props.

F. S. W e will be well prepared to handle cotton this fall, having arranged with two of the best concerns 
in the South to represent them. You can always count on the Star Store to pay the highest price for cotton.

The Best Liniment for Strains.
Mr. H. Wells, the merchant at 

Deer Park, Long Island, N. Y., 
says: “ I always recommend
Chamberlain’s Pain Balm as the 
best liniment for strains. I used 
it last winter for a severe lame­
ness in the side, resulting from a 
Atrain, and w as greatly pleased 
with the quick relief and cure it 
affected.”  For sale by Rust A 
Pitta rd.

Try reading The Mail.

Try reading The Mail and nee 
if you don’t feel better.

Repulsive Features.
Blackheads, pimples, greasy 

faces and muddy complexions, 
which are so common among 
women, especially girls at a cer­
tain age, destroying beauty, dis­
figuring und making repulsive 
features which would otherwise 
api>ear attractive and refined, 
indicate that the liver is out of 
order. An occasional dose of 
Herbine will cleanse the bowels, 
regulate the liver and so estab­
lish a clear, healthy complexion. 
50c at Rust d: Pittard’s.

The Mail reaches a class of 
folks that read advertisements.

\

BE W ISE

/

and place your Fire lusur- 
ance Business with—'

T. A. JOHNSON
who writes for the “ Old Reliable....”  

Liverpool and London and Globe 
Phoenix of Hartford 
Springfield Fire and Marine 
New Hampshire Fire and 
Philadelphia Fire Association

The«« ar« Uie “ time trM  and flrv m tod " and your 
policy In case of a loss will be as good as a gold bond.

Value of the Soul.
Rov. George Adams, Methodist.

The gain of earth goes no 
farther than the grave and the 
treasures of earth have no pur­
chasing power in heaven. The 
value of the soul is inestimable. 
It costs infinite love to redeem 
us, and the Redeemer says we 
shall profit most if we follow Him, 
for our soul is so precious we 
can give nothing in exchange 
for it.

Study of the Bible.
Rev. L. A. Lindemuth, Presby­

terian.
The real art of reading once 

learned, its laws understood and 
observed, man will no longer 
have an abnormal craving for 
the new, but in the old and 
tested, the standard books of the 
world, he will have his dearest 
friends, ministering happiness 
unto him. ^ Is there a draught 
richer than from that sacred 
fountain to which we are led by 
the reading of the immortal, im­
perishable, eternal book, the 
Word of God?

Chief Fact
Rev. Dr. Hull, Baptist.

The chief fact about any 
n a t i o n  is its religion. The 
measure of the energy of faith 
as is also the measures of the 
energy of national life. Igno­
rance is not the mother of de­
votion, nor of anything else that 
is worthful. The intelligent oon- 

[ science is the true power that

makes for permanent national 
life. This intelligent con­
science is to a large extent given 
by our Sunday-schools.

The Words of Christ 
Cardinal Gibbons, Roman Cath­

olic.
The words of Christ have a 

permanent and an abiding in­
terest throughout the world. 
They are as true and as con­
vincing as they were a thousand 
years ago, and will be as con­
vincing and vital a thousand 
years hence as they are today. 
Kingdoms and empires may 
change, science may sta;tle the 
world by its discoveries, but the 
word of the Lord abideth forev­
er.

Immortality.
Rev. Julian K. Smyth, Swen- 

denborgian.
Immortality? What is there to 

die? This physical venture, 
that is all. What is there to live? 
The soul, the man who sleeps for 
a short time, but who, like his 
Lord, shall rise the third day. 
And how shall he live? In his 
spiritual body, into the full uses 
and freedom of which he shall 
now come. It shall be no un­
real, ghostly life, but more than 
ever a perfectly embodied life.

Radsmption and Duty.
Rev. J. L. Withrow, Congrega- 

tionalist.
Jt-sus Christ was the one totally 

complete, fully furnished man. 
And because this is so, we 
should recognize the dangerous 
error that is committed when one, 
or a few of his words are made to

represent his whole mind in the 
great matters of redemption and 
duty. Consider his utterances 
respecting the moral condition 
of human nature.

Gifts of God.
Rev. Dr. Stevenson, Presbyter­

ian.
Our physical traits, our men­

tal endowments, are gifts of God 
and the same thing if true of the 
moral virtue we may possess. 
The excellences of natural dis­
position are bestowed by the 
grace of God, and in these, as 
well as in the character itself, 
we see colors as diverse as the 
tints of a rainbow.

Moral Disorder.
Rev. Dr. Beattie.

It appears that there is in the 
social organism of .the human 
race some sort of moral disorder. 
The Bible calls this sin. The 
result of this is decay, disinteg­
ration and disaster. The history 
of the human race is filled with 
the story of this sin.

We are able to offer the Texas 
Stock Journal, or the Texas 
Farm Journal, in connection with 
The Merkel Mail, at SIJSO per 
year for the two papers. This is 
less than three cents per week 
for the two. The Journal is the 
standard Stock and Farm publi­
cation of Texas, and with The 
Merkel Mail, you can not buy 
any more valuable iterature for 
the money. Let us hear from 
you with an order under this 
clubbing offer.

Advertising is the secret o f 
success in every business.

J
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The Merkel Mail.
ED  J. L E E M A N , PUBUSMCR.

--------------------------------"Publisned Every Thursday.

t

TEUFHIONE M'MBERS:
Offlo«
liMidenc«

31
37

If you know of any newi Item, we will consid­
er It a special favor If you wUl report same to 
Mils on ce, either by person, letter or over the 
'phone to either of the above number

DEM OCRATIC NOMINEES.

.Buggies at a Bargain.
For County Judge:

D. G. H ILL.

For County Treasurer:
J. H. THORNTON.

For Sheriff:
J. V. CUNNINGHAM.

For Tax Assesstir:
C. C. JACKSON.

For County Clerk:
S. H. GARRISON

For County Attorney:
T. A. BLEDSOE.

For Tax Collector:
BAYLOR CRAWFORD.

For District Clerk:
V. F. WOMACK.

For Justice of Peace, Pre. 5, and
Commissioner Pre. 2:

W. W. WHEELER.

For Hide and Animal Inspector: 
ROSS G. HALL.

For Public Weigher at Merkel:
T. F. COMPTON.

The Farmers’ Congress.
The Texas Farmers’ Congress 

held at College Station last week 
was largely attended by repre­
sentative farmers from all parts 
of the State. The deliberations 
were spirited and great interest 
and enthusiasm p r e v a i l e d  
throughout the session. Much 
valuable information was impart­
ed, which will no doubt be fruit­
ful of good results, showing that 
those in attendance were alive to 
their own interests and were 
there to hear and be heard.

The success of this meeting 
demonstrates the need of county 
organizations as auxiliaries to 
the State b<xly, to the end that 
all may keep in touch with the 
progress and advancement along 
agricultural lines and that the 
results of these meetings may be 
far-reaching. Taylor County is 
in need of just such an organi­
zation, and the merchants should 
see that there is a representative 
attendance at all the State meet­
ings. At the county meetings 
small prizes could be awarded 
for the best displays of products, 
which would lend inspiration to 
the work and act as an incentive 
to systematic competion, with the 
result that interest and enthusi­
asm would be great and benefi­
cial to all. Our agricultural re­
sources are thoroughly develop­
ed and the success of stock- 
farming so marked that we are 
entitled to recognition in all the 
State organizations which have 
for their object the enlargement 
and perfection of scientific farm­
ing. Let’s organize and in so 
doing promote the general in­
terests of the entire county.

The awards for displays at the 
Congress were made as follows:

For best display of marketable 
honey, San Jacinto County.

Best display of vegetables from 
any county, Williamson County.

Best display of truit shown 
from any county. Smith County.

For best display of field crops 
shown from any county,William­
son County.

Ability snd Opportunity.
These are the conditions of 

success. Give a man power and 
a field in which to use it and he

I have a large stock of Buggies on hand--too large, 
in fact, for the time of year—and have decided to make 
prices on them that will compel them to go. Parties 
wanting anything in the Buggy line will SAVE MON­
EY by buying them now, while this car lasts. 1 mean 
to SELL them and will NAME YOU PRICES that no 
one else will duplicate.

QEO. R WEST.
must accomplish something. He 
may not do and become all that 
he desires and dreams of, but his 
life can not be a failure. I never 
hear men complaining of the 
want of ability. The most un­
successful think that they could 
do great things if they only had i 
the chance. Somehow or other j 
something or somebody has al­
ways l)een in the way. Provi­
dence has hetlged them in s<̂> that 
they could not carry out their 
plans. They knew just how to 
get rich, but lacked the opjxjrtu- 
nity. Sit down by one who thus 
complains and ask him to tell you 
the story of his life. Before he 
gets half through he will give you 
occasion to ask him. Why didn’t 
you do so at that time? Why 
didn’t you stick to that piece of 
land and improve it, or to that 
business and develop it? Is not 
the present owner of that proper­
ty rich? Is not the man who took 
up the business you abandoned 
successful? He will probably say 
of his own accord half a dozen 
times: If 1 had known how
things were going to turn out I 
might have done as well as Mr. 
A. That farm of his was offered 
to me. I knew it was a good one 
and cheap, but I knew that it 
would require a good deal of hard 
work to get it cleared and fenced, 
to plant trees, vines, etc., and to 
secure water for irrigation. I did 
not like to undertake it. I am 
sorry now that I didn’t. It was 
one of my opportunities. The 
truth is God gives to all of us 
ability and opportunities enough 
to enable us to be moderately 
successful. If we fail in ninety- 
five cases out of a hundred it is 
our own fault. We neglect to 
improve the talents with which 
our Creator endowed us, or we 
failed to enter the door that He 
opened for us. A  man can not 
expect that his whole life shall be 
made up of opportunities, that 
they will meet him at regular in­
tervals as he goes on like mile- 
shines by the roadside. Usually 
he has pne or two, and if he neg­
lects them he is like a man who 
takes the wrong road where sev­
eral meet—the farther he goes 
the worse ho fares. A  man’s op­
portunity usually has some rela- 
^ n  to his ability. It is an open­
ing for a man of his talents and

means. It is an opening fur him 
to use what he has faithfully and 
to the utmost. It requires toil, 
self-denial and faith. If he says 
I want a better opportunity, that 
I am worthy of a higher position 
than it offers; or if he says I 
won’t work a.s hard and econo­
mize as closely as that opportun­
ity demands, he may in after 
years see the folly of his pride 
and indolence. There are young 
men all over the land who want 
to get rich and yet they scorn 
such opportunities as A .T . Stew­
art and Commodore Vanderbilt 
improved. They want to begin, 
not as those men did at the bot­
tom of the ladder, but half way 
up. They want somebody U> give 
them a lift or carry them up in a 
balloon, so that they can avoid 
early and arduous struggles of 
the majority of those who have 
been successful. N o wonder 
such men fail and then complain 
of Providence. Grumbling is 
usually a miserable expedient 
that people resort to to drown 
the reproaches o f conscience. 
They know that they have been 
foolish, but try to persuade tliem- 
selves that they have been un­
fortunate. J. B. Fkrrier.

Miss Mary Hunter came in 
Tuesday morning from Oklaho­
ma City and spent a couple of 
days at the home of Dr. Warnick 
before going out to the home of 
her grandfather, B. I. Lowe. 
The visit of Miss Mary was a 
very great surprise to Mr. Lowe, 
and to humor the joke she puiss- 
ed herself ofi as a school marm 
in search of employment. They 
had not met since the young lady 
was a girl of ten, and the sur­
prise of our friend Lowe, after 
he found out that the girl, now 
a woman, was his own grand­
child, may be imagined.. We 
feel sure that it was a very 
agreeable one, however. The 
Mail hopes that the young lady 
will enjoy this visit to her child­
hood’s home.

The croakers have begun to 
croak already, and some of them 
even declare that a second No­
ah’s floo^ has descended. It 
either rains too much or not 
enough to suit some people.

Mrs. McCord has l>een quite 
sick this week, but is improving.

' wo. seer
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The First NationsBank of Merkei
At liltrliKl, In tbo St*te of Tttxaa, at the 

CtoM of BualneM, July 16, lw>3

RBSOUROeS
Ijomna a»d Dlecounu ..... I  88,646.68
Orerdntfu, »ecured aod uiwecured 6,646.60
V. 8. Honda to aecur« drctilntlon lifiOOflO
Prumlum on U. S. Honda 666.36
Banking Itouae, furniture and fliturea 6,000.00 
Duo from Natl Banka (not reaarreaeta) 1,741.77 
Due fnii State Banka and Baakera 666.68
Due from approred reaerre aeenta 8,067.66
Chaaka and other caah Itema ..... 113 JO
Notea of other National Banka ..— . 3,186.0)
FVao. paper cnrrrency, nlcklea A oenta 41.46 
L aw fvl Mohbt Rksbrtk in Bank , r iz

■MCla .. .........  UJSBlMt
1. H Cert, for gold dapoa. { 3,667.60

Redemption fund with U. S. Treaaurer
(6 per oant o f circulation)............ 760.00

Total, ..............................6143J64.60

UABILiriKS
CapHnl stock paid In _______  3 80X100.00
Surplus fund ..........     6,000.00
UndlTldad prodtv, leaa ezpenaea and

taxes paid   416.68
National Bank notea outstanding......  16XX10.00
Dee to other National Banka .............  407 J4
Individual deposits aub|eot to check..... 53X164.86
Time certlOcatee of depoelt ................ 3X100.00
Netee and bills rediscounted................  36,186.76
BUla payable, including certlflcatoa of

depoalt for money borrowed..........  6JOO.OO
Total, ................................ $143,6M.08

Statk or Tkzas , County or T atlok , u :
I, Ueo. 8. Berry, Cashier o f the aboTe-named 

bank, do solemnly swear that the abo?« state­
ment la true to the boat of my knowledge and 
belief. Ubo. S. Bsr rt , Caehler.

Subectibed and sworn to before me this IS, day 
of July, 1803. W. W. WHKELm,

[aSAL] Notary Public.
CoRJtKCT—Attest: Taylor Co., Texas.

J. T. W arren , )
O. F. W rbt,> Directors 

J. O. Hamilton, )

Merely a Graft
A Paris newspaper relates that a 

party of men, sitting in front of a 
boulevard cafe, were recently ap­
proached by a man who had a clar­
inet in his hand and who said: 
“Gentlemen, excuse me, I have to 
make my living, but I suppose you 
would rather give me a sou not to 
hear me.” They took the hint. He 
repeated this performance till, one 
day, one of the men said he felt 
like hearing a tune, and asked him 
to play. *T am sorry,” said the 
man with the clarinet, “but I cannot 
play a note.”

------------ ♦  — ■ ■ ■

A Novel TestimoniaL
George J. Charlton, general pas­

senger agent of the Akon road, is 
in receipt of a postal card dated at 
Joliet, III., Jun 20, as follows: 
“ Five years ago I used your road to 
Joliet, and have never used any 
otlier since.” The writer does not 
sign his name, but gives his num­
ber, which indicates that he is still 
in the penitentiary. He also gives 
the official number of the state pen­
itentiary building.

Don’t Fail to Try This.
Whenever an honest trial is 

given to Electric Bitters for any 
trouble it is recommendeil for a 
permanent cure will surely be , 
affected. It never fails to tone 
the stomach, regulate the kid­
neys and bow’els, stimulate the  ̂
liver, invigorate the nerves and 
purify the blood. It’s a wonder-^ 
ful tonic for run-down systems. 
Electric Bitters positively cures 
kidney and liver troubles, stom­
ach disorders, nervousness, 
sleeplessness, rheumatism, neu­
ralgia, and expels malaria. Sat­
isfaction guaranteed by Rust A 
Pittard. Only 50c.

Charley Compton has accepted 
a position on the Baird exchange 
as night operator and will leave 
on first train.

It is thought that the west 
bound passenger will be able to 
go through to Big Springs this 
evening. This town, however, is 
said to be under water, a rise 
from the hills having swooped 
down upon it, but the report may 
be false. Owing to the fact that / 
no mail has been received here 
since Monday night, the extent 
of the flood is not known.

Mrs. Jim Dennis is improving 
nicely and will soon ŵ rii 
again, her friends will be glad to 
learh.

Oscar Wilson was here from 
Caps this week, being water- 
bound and unable to get home.

War a Butinstt With Kitohensr.
They say in London that Lord 

Kitchener’s unwillingness to be the 
central figure of a big military dis-^ 
play on his return to London is* 
quite characteristic of the man. To:^ 
him, warfare is a business, and the 
spectacular side of it makes no ap­
peal whatever to his imagination. 
When he came back from the Sou­
dan, after crushing the khalifa and 
had received his peerage and a  ̂
grant of $150,000, he was enter- 
taine<l at dinner by merchants and 
business men of London. When it 
came his turn to speak, he said, in 
a simple, off-hand way, something 
like this: “Gentlemen, I am very 
much obliged for the complimenta­
ry things that you have said to me. 
You say that you are anxious to- 
show your good will. Very well. 
Tell me how I can invest t’ *
000 so as to get 8 per cen* J
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THE
F i r s t  N a t i o n a l

OF MERKEL
BANK

J .  T .  W A R R E N ,  R A E S .
a. F. WEST. Vice Rnea.

Q E O .  S .  B E R R Y ,  CASHICH.
T .  A .  J O H N S O N .  A s a r .  CAaHiem.

C A P I T A L ,  - SU R P LU S, - i30,000
; 6,000

The detail of Accounts receive the per­
sonal attention of an officer of the bank.

We guarantee prompt, accurate, and 
economical service, and as liberal accom­
modations as are warranted by the ac­
count and prudent banking.

Correspondence and personal inter­
views invited.

YOUR PATRONAGE W ILL B E  HIGHLY A PPR ECIA TED

»••I
I D R .  J O S .  H .  W A R N I C F ,  F R E S .  
• W M . H .  D U N N I N Q ,  C A S H I E R .

" Î

I
I

JOS. H. WARWICK,
...BANKER...

I

»

I:
Capital - » $15,000.00
Surplus and Profits $ 1,707.53

We will appreciate your business, how­
ever small, and guarantee satisfaction to 
every customer. Give us a trial. I

[ g i v i n g  l u n g e r  a w a y ?^
I NOT EXACTLY I
I But we are making prices so low that it I 
•  is the next thing to it. •

Lumber, Shingles, Sash, Doors 
Blinds, Cement, etc.

L BURTON-LINGO CO.J

Uncle Sam's 
Mail Service
requires physical and mental 
ability of a high degree to 
withstand its hard labors. The 
ligh tension to which the 
^/vous system is constantly 

iubjec<cd, has a depressing ef­
fect, and soon headache, back­
ache,' neuralgia, rheumatism, 

ijKrtatica, etc., develop in severe 
liorm. Such was the cbk of 
Mail Carrier S. F. Sweinhait, 
of Huntsville, Ala., he says:

"An attack of pneumonia left me 
with muscular rheuraatifin, headache, 
and pains that seemed to,be all over 
roe. I was scarcely able to move for 
abont a month when I oeeided to five

Pain Pills
tai Nerve Plaetere a trial- ^

I was again on my roolfiaM n
« d

Sets hr air lieu.

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un­

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
* >r will be sent to the Dead Let- 

office July 1. When call­
ing for them please state adver- 

* lised.
Mattie R. W itt, P. M.

T^arter, Don H.
Larmon, J. H.
'fflxwell, G. W .

Wm. J.
'1. C. 
erby,

The Best is the Chespett |
Not how cheap, but how good, I 

is the question. |
The Twice-a-Week Republic is 

not as cheap us are some so-call­
ed newspapers. But it is as 
cheap ns it is possible to s^l a 
first-class newspaper. It prints 
all the news that is worth print­
ing. If you read it all the year 
round, you are posted on all the 
important and interesting affairs 
of the world. It is the best and 
most reliable newspaper that 
money and brains can produce— 
and those should be the distin­
guished traits of the newspaper 
that is designed to be read by all 
the members of the family.

Subscription price, $1 a year. 
Any newsdealer, newspaper or 
pK)stmaster will receive your 
subscription, or you may mail it 
direct to

The Republic,
St. Louis, Mo.

The Same Old Story.
J. A. Kelly relates an ex­

perience similar to that which 
has happened in almost every 
neighborhood in the United 
States and has been told and re­
told by thousands of others. He 
says: Last summer I had an
attack of dysentary and pur­
chased a bottle of Chamberlain’s 
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhoea 
Remedy, which I used according 
to directions and with entirely 
satisfactorly results. The trouble 
was controlled much quicker 
than former attacks when I ueed 
other remedies.”  Mr. Kelly is a 
well known citizen of Henderson, 
N. C. For sale by Rust A Pit- 
tard. _______________

Mrs. Bob Winship came up 
from Abilene last week to visit 
her parents, Dr. and Mrs. 
Richardson.

Ramblin^s Througfh Mexico^«
B y  J. L. V A U G H A N .

X
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A Mystery.
W. L. Glasscock, of Taopi, 

was in town Monday on his way 
to Sweetwater. He informed the 
Banner man that the railroad 
outfit working near this place, 
had unearthed an old furnace, 
which had been used for some 
purpose probably a hundred 
years ago. It is about 12 feet 
high and about 75 feet long; it 
shows to have been used a great 
deal as the stones in the wall 
seems to have been burned for 
years. It is full of charcoal and 
ashes. There was quite a lot of 
mussell shells plowed up and 
where they came from is hard to 
tell. They also plowed up a 
grave and a human skeleton, 
supposed to be that of an Indian 
or a Mexican. There was a 
large stone both at the head and 
foot of the grave, also s bottle of 
oil of some kind found in the 
grave. Mr. Glasscock intended 
to take the oil to some physician 
and find out what kind it was, 
but the bottle was accidentally 
broken.

What the furnace was used for 
and who worked it is a mystery. 
Further investigation will be 
made.—Roby Banner.

Stvet a Woman's Life.
To have given up would have 

meant death for Mre. Loia Cragg, 
of Dorchester, Mass. For years 
she had endured untold misery 
from aaeyere lung trouble and 
obstinate cough. “ Often,”  she 
writes, “ I could scarcely breathe 
and sometimes could not speak. 
AH doctors and remedies failed 
till I used Dr. King’s New Dis­
covery for Consuropton and was 
completely cured.”  Sufferers 
from coughs, colds, throat and 
lung troubles need this grand 
remedy, for it never disappoints. 
Cure is guaranteed by Rust A 
Pittard. Price 50c and $1.00. 
Trial bottles free.

Qreatsst Dandy la the World.
The greatest dandy in the world 

is Prince .\lbert of Thurn, Garma- 
ny. This fastidious young man at­
tires himself in a n«w suit of clothes 
every day—enough yearly to keep 
twenty experienced workmen go­
ing, and to run up a bill of $15,- 
000. Each suit of wearing apparel 
is highly perfumed with attar of 
roses, at $25 per ounce. He wears 
no fewer than 1,000 neckties dur­
ing a year, being an average of 
three every day. His castoff boots 
mmtber 200 pairs a year.

A Unooln Story.
One day in the summer of 1857 

Abraham Lincoln was sitting in hit 
office when he was visited by one 
of his neighbors  ̂an excellent farm­
er, but one inclined to increase the 
size of his crops even after harvest 
ing. He had given on this particu­
lar morning a skillfully padded ac­
count of the hay he had put in. 
'TV* been cutting hay, too,” re- 
naileed Mr. Lincoln. "Why, Abe, 
are you farming? "Yes.” "What 
ou raise?”  "Just hay.”  “Good 

this year?" ”Kxcellent.”  "How 
y tons?”  "Well, I don't know 

ktst how many tons, Simpson but 
my man stacked all they could out
doors and then stored the rest in 
tifo bam.”

American tools have not found 
their way out here yet, and I see 
wooden plows, made from a 
crooked stick and drawn by 
oxen just like pictures in your 
old family 'Bible. The wagons 
are mostly two wheeled carts, 
with solid wooden wheels, the 
oxen harnessed by a large beam 
strapped to the horns.

Heard of one tract of land for 
sale; the size is four “ sitios.”  A 
“ sitio”  is 4,330 acres. The price 
asked was $60,000 Mexican mon­
ey or about $21,000 American. 
The rent from the “ petaya”  crop 
was $2,000 a year.

Leaving the Sayula valley near 
Mouzano we begin to climb and 
the country is very rough. A- 
round curves and over great ra- j 
vines—the mountain is covered 
with trees, mostly oak, and to- ' 
ward the top with long leaf pine 
—occasional patches of cleared 
land, where some Indian has his 
humble home. As we near Zap- 
otlan the country becomes level 
again. A fine valley surrounded 
by high mountains and is a thou­
sand feet higher than Sayula. A 
beautiful lake o f fresh water 
looks to be about 10 miles long 
and several miles wide. There 
is talk of an American coippany 
piping the waters of this lake 
down to the Sayula valley for ir­
rigation purposes.

Just before we come to the 
station of Zapotlan we get our 
first glimpse of Colima. It is on 
the west side of the track and 
distant about 20 miles. It is the 
“ Nevada Colima”  or the Old 
Mountain, 14,370 feet above sea 
level. It is called Nevada on ac­
count of it being capped with 
snow. The crater can be seen 
very plainly, but it aeems to have 
blown itsell uut and quit, while 
another smaller mountain on the 
west side was thrown up, and it 
is now quite active.

The city of Zapotlan has a 
population of about 20,000. The 
town is about two miles from the 
station and is near the west end 
of the lake. Many cattle are 
grazing in the meadows along 
the shores. The land seems very 
fertile and there are some pretty 
haciendas. Perhaps the near­
ness of the volcanoes accounts 
for its richness. The train stays 
here half an hour for supper. At 
the railroad restaurant we find 
the ever-present Chinaman. A- 
long the railroads we find“ John”  
in charge of most of the eating 
houses.

From Zapotlan the train is a 
“ mixed.”  In addition to the 
coaches there are quite a string 
of freight cars. Our course is 
toward the west side of the 
mountain and the grade is down­
ward and quite steep. We are 
on the Pacific slope now. We 
soon get another view of the Vol­
cano Colima. The atmosphere is 
quite hazy and smoky, caused 
by the Indians burning off leaves 
and brush on the mountains, but 
as we g;et nearer we get a good 
view of the volcano. On the west 
side of the track and quite near 
is a small mountain with an ex­
tinct crater on its top. Evidence 
of volcanic action is all around 
us—^patohss of “ malpais”  or lava 
beds. Ssveral fine farms can be 
seen at some distance from the 
track. There seems to be plenty 
of water for irrigation purposes, 
as the melttng snows on the “ Ne­
vada”  Colima furnishes water at 
ail seasons. The nearer to the 
volcanoes the richer the land, 
which tempts the rancher and

farmer to get as close as possible, 
heedless of the danger of sudden 
eruption.

At Zapotiltic there is a fine 
valley which opens back toward 
the south, where there are large 
cane fields and a sugar factory, 
a pretty little town with a hand­
some church. There seemed toYVi 
be many fruit trees Here and th# 
people have a prosperous, busi­
ness look about them. Around 
the station were great pilea M 
sacks of wheat, and the train was 
delayed about an hour unloading 
freight and switching cars. There 
are no beggars here, but many 
have something to sell. Men with 
fruit, women with “ tortillas,”  
“ tamales,”  “ enchilados,”  “ chile 
con earns”  and other delicacies 
dear to the Mexican palate. Sev­
eral fine carriages, but of ancient 
patterns, were at the station, 
their fair occupants havfhg come 
to meet friends or see the train.
A  man on the train remarka 
that Zapotiltic was noted for its 
“ hospitality, fine fruits and pret­
ty girls.”

Thr higher class of the people 
are descendente of the Spaniards 
or of mixed blood, but I noticed 
that the Indians of thia part of 
Mexico are different from the 
more northern states. They are 
light colored, some of them be­
ing nearly white, with sharp 
features and muscular frames 
and walk very erect* The wom­
en do not get fleshy as they get 
old like the women of Northern 
Mexico. They are very cleanly 
and have a neat and intelligent 
look. The men wear white cotton 
pants and shirts; the women wear 
white skirts and and bright col­
ored sacks, or a kind of “ shirt 
waist.”  On enquiring I found 
that they were pure “ Tolteos,”  
just the same (except in Ian- - 
gu»go and dress) as when the 
Spaniards found them. Back 
among the mountains there are 
many who know but very little 
Spanish, but use their original 
language.

From here we had the best 
view of the Volcano Colima. It 
is some distance west of the old 
mountain and is about 10,000 
feet above sea level. For about 
2,0(X) feet from the top it looks 
like a big cinder cone. Prom the 
top considerable smoke was issu­
ing, and although we could not 
see any fire on account of the  ̂
sunlight, the puffs o f smoke 
showed it was at work throwing 
out ashes. The conductor said 
that a few mornings ago, as the 
train passed before daylight, 
considerable fire was coming out 
of the top and some redhot lava 
was running down the sides. 
Since the disturbances in the 
Csribean Sea the people say Co­
lima has been acting queerly, 
but they do not seem to fear it 
and go about their business as 
unconoémed as if the volcano 
was a thousand miles away, in­
stead of only a short distance. . 
Right at the foot of the mountain ̂  
is a good sized town, Tunila. A- 
bout four years ago lava ran 
down the mountain sides and 
burnt up several hundred acres 
of fine timber, and the people of 
Tunila left their homes and took . 
refuge in Zapotlan and Zapotiltic. 
Before our train leaves the sun 
sets behind the large mountain, 
and the reflection of light from 
the top of the old crater is a 
beautiful s i^ t .

The station being three miles 
from Tuxpan, we shelter at Joe 
Hampeon's grading camp.
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The platform of the State con- 
ention meots every demaTul of 

*■ ■■■■" , the Democratic party at this time
ED J. LEEMAN, ^ditor and Prop’r. i ami is easy of acceptance by both 

r __ winjfs of the party. While some
the planks are ludicrt^us be­

cause of their half-heartedness, 
yet in the main the demands are 

and admit of no 
the lines laid 

down. The platform speaks in 
no uncertain sounds against the 
trusts, for the election of United 
States Senators by popular vote, 
for uniform primaries, and for 
the fostering of our educational 
and eleemosynary institutions— 
in fact, it is just such a document 
as the success of the party de­
mands at this time.

TH E  DEMOCRATIC 
S TA TE  CONVENTION

Subac-rlp lion
Ono yt'*r 
Six monthH 
Thivc months 

Invariably In adranco.

ADVERTISING RATES

»I (10 ! far-reaching.fiO I
.25 compromise along

per month 
I .fiflOn« Inch space 

Two Inch spac«
Ouartcr column (4 1-2  Indhcs).
Half ('Olumn (1) Inches)
One oolumn (18 Inohes)

Fonr Issues constitute a month 
menu run and chargud for until urdefed out, 
unless limit Is specifled when Insertion Is made. 
Special prioea on time oontracts.

Local notloea, 5 cents per line, each Insertion.

4,(X)
7.60

All SilTcrilse-

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Communications to Insure publication must 

bear the signature of the writer, as well as the 
nom de plume under which they write. This la 
reyulrod merely as a guarantee of good faith.

(m tuarhie, C«rd0  of Thanks, etc., are Inserted 
at one-half the regular ailrertlalngrates. (I'osl- 
ttrely no deviation from thla rule-

Mr. Grogan's Wail of Woe.
One or two of the papers of the 

district have taken up W. L. 
Grogan’s wail of woe and are 
censuring The Mail for what 
they art' pleased to call its unjust 
attack uptm him. Now this does 
not ease the situation the least 
hit. The Mail made no attack on 
Mr. Grogan until after the con­
vention which told the tale, when 
we termed his effort to run in a 

as “ low and puer-

The authorities of Meridian, 
Miss., by convicting three men 
for dealing in cotton futures, 
have set an example that should 
be emulated in Texas. This spe­
cies of gambling is a menace not 
only to the morals of the country, 
but to the business interests as 
well. A large number of the 
business failures throughout the 
country are due to gambling in 
cotton futures.

June corn and its allies, cane,
I
: milo maize and kaffir corn, has 

“ dark horse’ ’ as “ low and puer- ■ drouth problem so far
ile,’ ’ which it was. Any plan to i winter forage is concerned, 
defeat the will of the people is a ; acreage planted in Texas

this year, because of the short 
corn crop, is enormous, and in-

dirty one. The Mail gave Mr. 
Grogan the free use of its col­
umns in which to outline his 
platform—which he usetl—and he 
stated at the time that no other 
pa|>er in the district had shown 
him this courtesy. In only one 
instance did we speak disparag­
ingly of his canvass and that was

sures feed for two years.

j  Mr. Dean failed to make his 
j  promises good in the matter of 
I giving Keeves county the Dis- 
j  trict Attorneyship in exchange 
I for her instruction for Congress-
man, but, instead, the goods 

just after his repeated as8.-rti.,ns, ,,, ,,,
in this county, that Mr. Sebastian ¡
had voted against nearly every ; i —..... _
measure in the Legislature in There is a growing demand for 
which the people were interested, marriage laws which will insure 
but that he (Grogan) had stayed greater publicity for prospective 
with the people and pointcil to marriages. In this way bigamy 
his record with pride, and even j would be practically impossible 
then only two four-line squibs and deoortion immediately after 
calling attention to the fact that; marriage reduced to a minimum.
ho had probably overlooked his 
vote on the Wright bill. Many 
papers in the district fought Mr. 
Grogan to a ñnish and said some 
hard things about him; but he 
withheld his roasts until the last 
and fires grape and canister at 
The Mail. Why? 8imply be­
cause he knew that the editor of 
The Mail virtually had it in his 
j)owor to secure the Merkel vote 
for him and wouldn’t do it. We 
didn’t believe he was the proper 
man to represent his district in 
the State Senate, notwithstanding 
his platform was more in line 
with Our belief that the platform 
of Mr. Sebastian, althongh both 
of them looked like they had 
been hatched from the same nest 
—especially when in use in the 
two extremes of the distret. The 
Colorado Clipper an d  Snyder 
Coming West have seen fit to 
give prominence to Grogan’s wail 
of woe, not knowing, perh»ps, 
the facts in the case, and from 
the further fact, we opine, that 
they are not in sympathy with 
the platform adopted at Abilene. 
Mr. Grogan is welcome to what 

JitUe consolation he can get oui 
of the situation, if it will even 
partly alleviate his soreness. We 
didn’ t intend to notice his mis- 
reprepresentations, but can not 
afford to be censured by other 
papers. This is all, for the pres­
ent and for th^ future, if the 
gentleman has no further de­
signs upon the Senate.,

The people have long since 
ceased to look to the Republican 
party for any kind of legislation 
against the trusts. And they 
have come to realize, also, that 
any hope of a needed revision of 
the tariff is a futile one.

Merkel and the entire Merkel 
Country have been amply bless­
ed with rain the past two weeks. 
The ground is in better shape 
than it has been at any time 
during the past two years.

Mr. Bailey is certainly a clever, 
astute and resourceful politician, 
but great will be his fall some of 
these days. He should lower his 
sights just a little, and curb that 
disposition to bigotry.

Joe Bailey and the Congress­
ional trust, so-called, held a 
“ full house’ ’ at the convention. 
James Stephen, By Gatlins, was 
in the minority, more’s the pity.

The whitewash has been liber­
ally applied to General Smith. 
However, it was put on with an 
administration brush, and there 
was no attending applause.

The State convention m e t  
every demand made by the peo­
ple ; then why this howl over the 
chairmanship?

Ooie Seeer Nominated.
The convention to nominate a 

candidate for Associate Justice 
of this Supreme Judicial District 
was held at Henrietta last Friday 
and Hon. Ocie Speer of Bowie 
was nominated by acclamation.

The convention of the 29th 
Senatorial District was also held 
there. Resolutions were adopted 
to abolish the absolute lease sys­
tem, and to make the open sea­
son for crossing the quarantine 
line extend from December 1st to 
February 1st.

Declares Its Faith in the Principles 
Set Forth in the Kansas 

City Platform.

BROAD policy TOWARD CAPITAL

Short Term Convicts on the Public 
Roads. Uniform Primaries. 

Opposition to Trusts.
The Ticket.

Governor—S. W. T. Lanham.
Lieutenant Governor—Gwrge 

D. Neal.
Attorney General—C. K. Bell.
Comptroller—R. M. Love.
Treasurer—John W. Robbins.
Land Commissioner—J. J. Ter­

rell.
State Su|>erintendent— Arthur 

Lefevre. y
Raiinmd Commissioner—O. B. 

C!olquitt.
Associate Justice of Supreme 

Court— F. A. Williama.
Presiding Judge Court of Crim­

inal Appeals— W. S. Davidson.
State Chairman—.1. B. Wells,

Following is an outline of the 
platform adopted:

1. A declaration of faith in the 
principles set forth in the Kansas 
City platform.

2. “ We commend our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress 
for their efforts in l>ehalf of tariff 
reform, (d a canal connecting 
waters of the Atlantic and Pac'if- 
ic Oceans, the election of United 
States Senators by a direct vote 
of the {leople, the securing of ap- 
prupriationa for tlie improvement 
of our harbors, waterways,’ ’ etc.

3. The State administration is 
commended.

4. “ We favor proper legisla­
tion regarding improvement of 
our county roads and we demand 
that the Legislature pass laws 
under which a comprehensive 
system of public roads may be 
had at the smallest expense to 
the people.”

5. Demand the employment, as 
far as practicable, of short term 
convicts on public roads.

6. “ We favor the continuance 
of our present policy regarding 
our eleemosynary institutions, so 
that they may continue to pro­
vide for all helpless wards of our 
State.”

7. “ Wo favor the substantial 
re-enactment by the next Legis­
lature of the present textbook 
law which will expire by its own 
terms in 1903, with such provis­
ions as will prevent unnecessary 
changes in the textbooks now in 
the hands of the children attend­
ing the public schoole.”

8. “ Recognizing public intelli­
gence as the best safeguard of 
social order, and considering the 
present prosperity and increas­
ing wealth of our State, we make 
a special demand upon the 28th 
Legislature to deal generously 
with all State educational insti­
tutions, • • • and generally to 
promote the cause of education 
in Texas to the end that its insti­
tutions of learning may rank with 
the best in the land,”  etc.

0. “ We request the Legislature 
to provide f<>r the establishment 
of a textile school as a depart­
ment of industrial eduoation in 
the A . ft M. College.”

10. “ We favor a broad and 
enlightened policy toward capital 
and (wrporations doing bueineee 
witiiin our State and toward 
thoee desiring to enter our State 
for the purpose of develo{Mng its

great natural resources and for 
the protection of such, as well as 
for the protection of all of our 
people, without regard to condi­
tion; we declare our opposition 
to trusts, mergers and other 
combinations for the restriction 
of trade, and demand that the 
next Legislature shall pass a law 
or amend our present laws so 
that it will be impossible for such 
corporations to do business in 
Texas.”

11. Favors the passage of a 
well considere<l riparian law.

12. “ We favor the submission 
of a constitutional amendment 
authorizing the charter of State 
banks of discount and deposit 
under restrictions and regula­
tions for the protection of stock­
holders and depositors, similar to 
those governing national banks.”

13. “ We demand the enact­
ment of a law prohibiting the 
employment of children under 12 
years of age in factories using 
machinery.”

14. “ We most heartily endorse 
and approve the purpose and la- 
liors of the Texas World’s Fair 
Commission,”  etc.

15. “ We recommend that the 
Legislature shall pass such laws 
as in its judgement would pre­
vent the evils of the issuance of 
free passes by railroad compa­
nies.”

16. “ While ws do not believe 
in life tenure of office, yet we 
reoegnize that the dismissal of 
subordinates without cause, ee- 
I>ecially to make room for rela* 
tives or political adherents, is 
detrimental to the public service 
and contrary to sound public 
policy, and we recommend legis­
lation for the correction of such 
evils.”

17. “ We demand the passage 
of a  law which will regulate our 
priiYi^ries fur the nomination of 
natiohol. State and diatriot offi­
cials, so that such nominations of 
national, State and district shall 
be invalid if not held on the same 
day in every county in our State,

I and recommend all necessary 
amendments to our present laws 
that may be necessary to protect 
the fairness and purity of such 
primary elections o r primary 
conventions and proper punish 
ment for illegal voting or corrupt 
practices.”

18. “ We uuqualifiedly advo­
cate and declare for uniform pri­
maries to be held throughout the 
State for the nomination of State 
and district officers, the counties 
to hold same by primary elec­
tions or primary conventions, as 
they prefer, provided they are 
held upon the same day. To se­
cure this result we hereby in­
struct the State Democratic ex­
ecutive committee to call said 
primaries for the next general 
election upon the second Satur­
day in July, 1904, and in making 
the call for the State convention 
following s a i d  primaries, the 
chairman of the stake executive 
committee shall in his call state 
that the delegation from any 
county not holding their primary 
on said date will be denied par­
ticipation in the organization of 
the State convention, and the 
State executive committee shall 
enforce this provision.”

19. “ We endorse and applaud 
the action of the last Legislatvre 
in remitting taxes due the State 
from the County of Galveston, 
and favpr the further remission 
of said taxes for an additional 
period of fifteen years to the end 
that Texas may do her part in 
the unbuilding of a great sea­
port,”  etc.

20. “ We believe that a plat­
form pledge is a covenant with 
the people, and therefore we de­
clare it to be the highest duty of
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Second ■ Hand Store
and New Tin  Shop. ^

Patronize home industry, 
and buy your Tinware, Well 
Casing, Well Buckets, Gut­
tering, Spouting Roofing, 
Flues, Ventilators, R a i n  
Proofs, Galvanized I r o n  
cisterns. Filters, S t o c k  
Tanks—in fact, everything 
usually kept in a first-class 
Tin Shop, of Bell. Repair­
ing a specialty.

Yours for Business,

Jno. B. Bell, Jr.

Millinery..
Latest Styles, 
Newest Designs 
Most Stylish 

Effects
I can suit you 

in Price, Ctuality, 
and Style.

MRS. F. B. HOOPLE

T H £  F A O r S  IN  
T H E  C A S E « ^

Wh«n you r«<ul a tbtnv you Ilk« to f«el 
that it’a th f truth. TO« Dallas S emi* 
Wkeklt News kIx«« the faeta In thecaae

G H E C I A L L Y
EOlTED^mtk^

If you'll read Th« News awhile you,ll 
ni|i> It. It holila the sUm tlou. It la ap»> 
«Mlf« adlMd, that's whjr. and itoL
hap-hozzard ko Into The News' make-up'

I T W O  P» A P E N S  
Y O U  N E E D . . .

You need Tee  Merkel Mail, beoaiis« lu  
your local paper. It glTe« a daaa of 
»M*ws you can't get elsewhere. You need 
need The News, becauae It glrea you all 
the S u te  newa. The Merkel Mall and 
The Semi-W eekly Nesra one year for 
only «».ra, C A S H  IN A D V A N C E .  
The News Is promptly stopped st ex- 
tion of time paid for. Subecrih

every Democratic nominee t o 
earnestly support and to Urge 
the fulfillment of each promise  ̂
set forth herein.”

Liquor Men Alarmed.
The Ih|uor men are becoming 

alarmed, as shown by the follow-,^ 
ing from the Dallas Times-Her- 
ald :

The liquor dealers of Texas 
wholesale and retail, the distille* 
and their representatives, a* 
the brewery men and their 
gents are evidencing more alarm 
over the inroads being made by 
the local optionists and the pro 
hibitionists than they have shown 
since the struggle of 1887. Thé. 
march of the prohibition mov*e-l 
ment has really frightened them 
and they have begun to organize 
against it. With over sixty coip^ 
ties of the State, many of thep  ̂
important ones, under the com'*» 
píete control of the prohibition­
ists, and over oFie hundred coun­
ties containing precincts where 
local option prevails, it is time, 
the liquor men say, to begin the 
battle that has been imminent 
for years.

The greatest feed crop in the 
history of the country will br 
gatered this fall. The croj^s 
immense, and the beauty of it is, 
it is already made. Scarcity of 
feed will not be known the next 
year, at least.

Now watch grass and 
age crops grow. They v 
like magic. . i
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If 8 Man Lie to You,
Vnd say some other salve, 

úntment, lotion, oil or alle^íKi 
healer is as good as Hucklen’s 
Arnica Salve, tell him thirty 
years of marvelous cures of piles,, 
burns, Ixiils, corns, felons, cuts, > 
‘dicers, scalds, bruises and skin ¡ 
eruptions prove it’s the beat and ! 
cheapest. 25c at Rust & IMt- 
tartl’s.

W. T. Cordill returned Sunday 
* f » »^ a n  extended visit in Arizona.

12 1-lb. bars Laundry Soap 
for 26c at Chenault & Hand’s, tf

Merkel People at Rosooe.
W. E. Woodard was in town 

today.

J. S. Cordill spent several 
days in Stanton this w’eek on 
business.

Miss Mittye Walker spent 
this week in Merkel visiting the 
Misses Martin.

Mrs. J. C. Perkins went to 
Merkel Monday to visit her pa­
rents, Mr. and Mrs. V‘ . Martin.

' • Mr. Sparian W‘oodard, of Nu- 
’'•’a is a guest at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Wright this 
week.

S. L. Ensminger returned 
home fn>m Stanton Saturday 

. night where he has l>een seeing 
after his business.

After spending several days 
in Roscoe visiting his parents 
John Childress resumed his po­
sition as night telegraph opera­
tor at Merkel last Wednesday 
night. — Roscos Herald.

Dr. Smith, specialist of Weath­
erford, was in the citj’ Saturday.

'  J. H. Counts returned from his 
ranch in Crosby county last 
Thursday. Good rains have 
fallen in some parts of the coun­
try, he says, while others are 
still dr>'. Stock are doing well 
up there, everything consklered.

The recent rains demonstrate 
to the minds of everyone the 
need of good roads in Taylor 
''onh' With such rains during 

tton season the roads 
oe impassible. Let the 

business men think over this 
proposition.

Texas & Paoiflo Wreck.
The delay of the west bound 

Texas A Pacific passenger train, 
Saturday morning, was due to a 
serious wreck five miles this side 
^)f Mineóla, due to^  bridge g iv ­
ing away. About 27 people were 
injured, two of whom died, and a 
few others are perhaps fatally

’rt. All the cars fell a distance 
hirty feet and all were de- 

níÓlished except the sleeper, 
which was unhurt.

J  ' Antia Get an Injunction.
•— Judge N. R. Lindsey last week 

issued a temporary injunction 
restraining County Judge Hill 
from declaring the result of the 
prohibition election held in this 

nty June 7.
»rlie trial has not yet been set, 

but it is safe to say that it will 
be put off to the extreme limit. 
In the meantime, the pros are 
not idle and will be prepared to 
meet every charge of the oppos­
ing forces.

The little baby girl born to Mr. 
and Mrs. J. T. Berry, Tuesday of 
last week, notice of which was 
'inintentionally omitted from last 
issue, was laid to rest in the City 
Cemetery the following day. 
The Round-up joins their many 
friends in extending sympathy 
a the bereaved parents. Mrs.

T y  is doing nicely.—Cisco
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JULY CLEAN-UP SALE <
O N - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WASH SKIRTS X?“  'Y''* be on the Safe 
and SLIPPRPS Side of Satisfaction if you 

------------------------take advantage of this sale
The season is advancing, and we want to be 
relieved of all summer goods oh hand -:-

Note the Savings Offered:

WASH SKIRTS.
No. 1040. Fancy Suiting, assorted colors, were $1.75, now................................$1.35
No. 1014. Duck, solid colors, w'ere $1.50, now’ .....................................................  1.15
No. 1026. Fancy Covert, nicely trimmed, were $1.75, now...............................  1.35
No. 1025. 0(X)d quality Crash, elegantly trimmed, were $2.00, now...................  1.00
No. 102.3. Crash, braid trimming, were $1.50, now........................................  1.15
No. 1036. Linen, o|>en work trimming, were $2.00, now.................................... 1.60

%

SLIPPERS and SANDALS. a
American Lady, Patent Leather, were $2.50, now only......................................... $2.15
Isla, Patent Leather Sandals, were $2.00, now only............................. ...... ..........  1.50
Children’s Patent Leather, 6s to 8d, were 85c, now only........................................ 70c

“  “  “  8s to 12s, were $1.00, now only .............................   80c
“  “  “  13s to 2s, were $1.25, now o n ly ...................................  95c

Try a pair of our gents Patent Leather Colt Skin Shoes, worth $5.00 at................. 3.00

If you don’t know shoes, you have to depend upon the reputation of the shoe.
We carry Hamilton A Brown’s.

J. T. Warren. I

irt, specialist of Abi* 
n Merkel Monday.

DR. E. B. G ILB ER T
SPECIALIST l i -

Ih lACTICE L tMITKD TO THE E Y E ,
Ear, Nose and Throat.

At Horner’« Oru« Store, Merkel, erery MoiuUy.

Cure* Sciatica.
Rev. W. L. Riley, L. L. D., 

Cuba, N. Y ., wrrites: “ A fterfif­
teen days of excruciating pain 
from sciatic rheumatism, under 
various treatment, I was induced 
to try Ballard’s Snow Liniment, 
the first application giving my 
first relief, and the second, entire 
relief. I can give it unqualified 
reconamendakion. 25c, 50c and 
$1.00 at Rust A Pittard’s.

Joe Large, a Stonewall county 
stockman, w’as in the city Satur­
day. _______________

New Meat Market
We have opened a meat mar­

ket on the south side and will 
keep only the best of fresh meats. 
Give us a trial order. Also 
handle cold drinks.

J. W. A L. M. Watkins. 
Phone 39.

Dr. Leeman and family re­
turned Friday from a month’s 
trip over the Plains country. 
They report an enjoyable time.

The Mulberry bridges, both 
railroad and public, were threat­
ened by the floods of this week, 
the water being nearly to the 
top. These bridges are to fix 
after every rain, especially the 
dirt bridge, and it seems funny 
that it is not tom away and a 
good bridge erected in its place. 
Taylor county is deficient in the 
matter of bridges, anyway; there 
is not a first-class bridge in the 
county.

The Mail’s ’phore is 31. If 
you know any item of news, or if 
friends or relatives are visiting 
you, or if you are going or have 
been off on a visit, please let us 
know. It will be a great favor.

The Texas A Pacific Railway 
Company is now operating din­
ing cars on trains 5 and 6 be­
tween Jefferson, Texas and St. 
Louis, Mo.; also on Iron "Moun­
tain train No. 4, between Arka- 
delphia and St. Louis. This will 
give north-bound passengers on 
train No. 6, which is the fast 
“ Cannon Ball,’ ’ the benefit of 
dinner and supper and those on 
No. 4, breakfast and dinner on 
the cars.

The cars are the latest pattern. 
Have electric lights and fans, 
choicest tableware and the most 
modem conveniences in general. 
The cuisine is incomparable and 
meals are served- a la carte. 
This service is a great improve­
ment over the Old Station Eat­
ing Houses and you are re­
spectfully invited to give it a 
trial.

For Sale—’Two good lots, de­
sirable locotion, fenced, a well. 
Must go quick. Enquire at this 
office.

Remember us at the Sheppard 
old stand.
tf Chenault A Hand.

Mrs. R. J. Reed was quite 
painfully injured at Abilene last 
week. She was driving along 
the street, when a base ball bat 
in the hands of a reckless boy 
glanced and struck her, inflict­
ing a painful wound.

The installation cf ofBoers took 
place at the Masonic lodge Sat­
urday night.

Summer complaint is unusually 
prevalent among children this 
season. A well developed case 
in the writer’s family was cured 
last week by the timely use of 
Chamberlain’s Colic, Cholera 
and Diarrhoea Remedy,—one of 
the beat patent medicines man­
ufactures and which is always 
kept on hand by ye scribe. This 
is not intended as a free puff for 
the company, who do not adver­
tise with us, but to benefit little 
sufferers who may not be within 
easy access of a physician. No 
family should be without a bot­
tle of this medicine in the house, 
especially in summer-time.— 
Lansing, Iowa, Journal. For 
sale by Rust A Pittard.

Tsylor County Tsx Rolls.
The following communication 

from Abilene is taken from the 
Dallas Nows:

The tax rolls for Taylor Coun­
ty have been complete for 1902 
and show an increase in assesied 
vaduation over last year of $156,- 
457. Of this amount the city of 
Abilene has increased $78,115. 
The rolls also show that cattle 
are on the increase, while horses 
and mules have decreased. This 
state of affairs is brought about 
by the extensive purchase of 
horses and mules in this portion 
of the State by the B r i t i s h  
Government.

There is another feature shown 
that is a lesson within itself, and 
it is of the relatave valuation of 
hogs as compared with dogs. 
There are nine dogs valued at 
$106, or $11.66 each, there are 
265 hogs that are rendered for 
$549, or $2.03 each.

10 lbs. of sugar for $1.00 at 
Chenault A Hand’s. tf

NOTICE.
Our Photo Gallery will be open 

for work two days (Friday and 
Ssiturday) in each week until 
further notice.
tf Barnhill A Wife.

Mrs. Railsback, an estimable 
lady of the Caps community, 
died last Thursday, the remains 
being entered at that place.

Need More Help.
Often the overtaxed organs of 

digestion cry out for help by, 
dyspepsia’s pains, nausea, diz­
ziness, headaches, liver com­
plaints, bowel disorders. Such 
troubles call for prompt use of 
Dr. King-’s New Life Pills. They 
are gentle, thorough and guar­
anteed to cure. 25c at Rust A 
Pittard’s.

Geo. S. Berry and Oscar W il­
son went out to the Robertson 
ranch Monday to assist inround­
ing up the pasture.

NOTICE.
No more fishing or hunting al­

lowed in my pastures.
Parties who have had permis- 

sun, please consider cancelled.
If Resp’t.,

J. T. Warren.

Mrs. C. D. Spann and three 
children, wife of District A t­
torney Spann of Eastland, are 
visiting Mrs. W. H. McCord.

Merkel Camp No. 719, W.O.W. 
—meets every second and fourth 
Saturday night in each month at 
the I. O. O. F. Hall.

G. E. Comegyt, C. C.
John Elliott, Clerk.

R. B. Grider is rejoicing over 
the birth of twin girls at his 
home, south of town, Tueaday.

Elliott A Miller are 'selling 
wind mills and pumps and watw 
supply goods at prices that make 
their customers smile and com­
petitors turn pale. 4t

I —  -  . 1 1 . .  IM 1

Arthur Wiman writes froi$~ 
Fort Worth for The Mail. He is 
doing well, he says, which will 
be good news to his many friends 
here.

Posted.
Owing to the danger of fire, I 

have been forced to post my 
pasture, north of town, and, for 
the time being, must deny all the 
right of hunting and fishing 
therein. Please bear this in 
mind.

C. P. Warren.

The railroad track in the v i­
cinity of Tebo was covered with 
water for a distance of three 
miles, the rain almost amount­
ing to a waterspout in many 
places, Tuesday morning.

Wood Beds and Mattings, ^1 
kinds, are going at greatly re­
duced prices. Call and 
see them.

W. P. Browning A Co.

N. J. Rawlins sent the Banner 
a letter written by one of his 
brothers forty years ago, during 
the war. It was written one 
evening and the writer was.killed 
in battle the next morning. The 
blood-stained letter bears evi­
dence of the fearful conflict 
through which it passed. We 
would have been very g^ad to 
have published it. but the bloocL' 
stains and time have dimmed it 
until it can’t all be read.—Roby 
Banner.

Cash paid for eggs at Chenault 
A hand’s. tf

Prof. O. F. Chastain and fam­
ily are now living at Thurber.

Good Sorghum Molasses 36o 
per gallon at Chenault A 
Hand’s . _______________  tf

Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Calvert 
entertained the young people 
Thursday evening.
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The People From Trading at this Store.
We realize the fact that you have had a short crop year and must buy goods as 

cheap as possible. Knowing this to be the case, we have shaved most of the prof­
its off of every line of merchandi^. The prices are right. Come in and see us 
and inspect our goods. We will save you money on every purchase,, large or small

J. P. SHARP & CO.
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O C

TOW N aiid 
-  COUNTRY..
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NUBIA.
(Delayed from laet week.)

There was a candy breaking 
given at Oscar Walker’s in honor 
of Sam Tt>orabs. A large crowd 
attended and re|x>rt a nice time.

T. .1. Walker went to Dora 
Sunday to attend the meeting.

Misses Cattie and Rhoda Les­
lie were in Nubia Saturtlay.

Mr. Hurley Toombs and Miss 
Dovie Perry were married Sun­
day, at 2 o’clock, at the residence 
of the bride’s parents. May joy 
and happiness go with them 
through life.
• Mis.s Madie Perry of the 
riivide is visiting Mi.ss Allie Per­
ry.

Sam Toombs and Miss Lizzie 
lilackbury went to the Divide 
Sunday to attend church.

T. J. TtM»mbs is re|K)rted no 
better.

J. M. Blackburn and wife, 
Oscar Walker and wife, Eugene 
Strickland and sisters, Sallie and 
Bettie, went fishing Friday.

J. K. and Jim Toombs went to 
Merkel Tuesday.

Rosebud.

PreM Pleasantries.

“ Backward, turn backward, 
oh, time, in thy flight; feed me 
on gruel again just for tonight. 
I am so weary* of sole leather 
steak, jietrified doughnuts and 
vulcanized cake; oysters that 
slept in a watery bath, butter as 
strong as Goliath of Gath. Weary 
of prayer for what 1 don’ t eat, 
chewing up rubber and calling it 
meat. Backward, turn back- 
warti, weary I am; give me a 
whack at my grandmother’s jam ; 
let me drink milk that has never 
been skimmed, let me eat butter 
whose hair Ween trimmed.
Let me once more have an old- 
fashioned pie, and then I'll be 
ready to turn up and die.”

t Í
“ Our heart swells up with grat­

itude and our voice is choked 
witl'. emotion, like a muley cow 
with a turnip in her thn»at. The 
world is after ail a happy one, 
and as we‘gaze from the window 
sf our editorial monastery at the 
Hunklsbcd landfM;ape, sweet vis­
ions of milk and honey, mock­
ing birds and molasses, . brick 
cheese and ambrosial nectar 
dance liefore our astonished vis­
ions like a calf before a circus 
prfweHsion. Ijast Monday one of 
our subscribers came in and paid

W EEKLY BUD GET OF 
HAPPENINGS TH R O ’- 
OUT TH E COUNTY....

in cold cash and in cold blood, 
three years nrearage and one 
year in advance.”

♦ ♦
The girl who expressed so 

much sympathy for the poor 
farmer liecause of his cold job in 
harvesting his winter wheat, is 
equal in agricultural knowledge 
to the one who expressed a de­
sire to set* a field of tobacco 
when it was plugging out. But 
the damsel who aidced which ouw 
g^ve the buttermilk is entitled to 
the whole bakery. And a girl on 
her return from her visit to the 
country* why was asked if ^he 
ever saw anyone milk a cow. re­
plied: “ Oh, yes, indeed I have;
it just tickled me to death to see 
uncle jerk two of the c iw’s fau­
cets at the same time.”

♦ f♦ f
We are dismayed by the action 

of a jury who recently decided 
that a hug was worth only a cent. 
Besides the fact that it was a lie 
it is an awful cheapening of a 
valuable asset. Just think of it! 
Ond hundred for a dollar. A man 
could go out this lieautifuJ bright 
weather and hug his collar bones 
loost* for fifty cents. Everybody 
knows that u hug is worth more 
than a cent. Most of us would 
willingly pay as high as a dime. 
But now here comes a jury and 
awards n woman who has been 
huggeil one cent. If this is fixed 
by' law as the ruling price there 
won’t be any other work done 
this year.

little flock and after vividly des­
cribing the place of the damned, 
concluded his dis<.:ourses ai fol­
lows: “ Bretherin, sisterin as it
has been asked how hot is hell 
and I would say dat ef ye tuck 
all de muskeet wo<»d in Texas an 
all de coal in de world an pile 
dem all in one heap an pore un 
all de ile in Berumnnt an set it 
on fire an den take a man out of 
hell and put him into that burn­
ing mass he would freeze to
death. Date how hut hell is.”

♦ ♦♦ ♦
This morning our wifeinformed 

us that she was out of money, 
says an Indiana .editor. We 
were naturally surprised for on 
January 17 we gave her a bill 
to be used for nothing except 
groceries, meat, milk, wood, soft 
soap, faoe powder and otker 
luzurieei. OeMng rich is th^ 
hardest job we ever tackled, 
anyway.

Add to Phone List
Johnson, T. A. res..................... 8
Little, Dr. J. W. office, ......... 76
Phillips, T. W. res..................... 4
Watkins Meat M arket.............39
Williams, H. C. res..................12

-----------------  .  -  •

A GLORIOUS RAIN.

O ld  hunters say
The M A R L I N
bu  M uMajr tblags 10 c«m- 
Biend 11. Tb« top «r tht 
•ctloa U ahraptcloacd, tb* 
BieebtaUai tb* mott tin- 
pit, tb* AaUb «iMtat, lb* 
form attracti«*. ft tceait 

§ 10 tbro« la  bailen a littl* 
mar* accurately tad aUni 
tbam with a hnl* nor* fore* 
tbaa aay ocher rifle. For 
daartak* a 38-S5 or 30-30.

IM 'MOi w nl«*. aoa IMv.lr*. tiMt. wU«,* M««r kf a«ala«Ma.tu 1 «luio«.
Ma n u n  Pink Anus Co .

MSW MAVCM. OOMM.

.\n i'ditor dreamed ho went to 
heaven and while looking at the 
rights and soliciting “ ada,”  saw 
a man chained and asked St. 
Peter if they punished people in 
heaven. St. Peter replid: “ Well 
no; only we have to tie Texans 
here to keep them fitim going 
back.”

I I
A Texas editor has found a few 

unused sorts in the cap case. 
Here is the result: “ The 
of our girls are small, tapering 
and beautifully shaped; their iii 
are as brilliant as **•; they are 
without I in this or any other f ; 
their frowns are like t t t ;  their 
12«‘M5 excite ! I ! of pleasure. 
Head this closely; do not ? its 
readability, and try to r-*—̂ the 
situation.”

1 t
A colored brother at Austin 

was expounding the gospel to his

The Past Week’* Fall Hat Bean 
Enormoua.

Rain began falling here Fri­
day night, and up to the time of 
going to press (Thursday morn­
ing), is still raining, and perhaps 
the precipitation will amount to 
14 inches all told. Another such 
rain, or series of rains, protract­
ed and contracted, have never 
liefore been known during the 
month of July. The past two 
months of dry windy weather has 
been a great drawback to farm­
ing interests; the corn crop is a 
complete failure, while cotton 
has suffered to a greats extent, 
but the latter crop has plenty of 
time in which to mature and yet 
make a good yield. Cane, milo 
moize and kaffir corn are made 
without further rain. Grass, 
which hud begun to burn during 
the protracted drouth, has liven­
ed up, and now gives promise of 
a fine growth,

Altogether the outlook for gtMid 
crops is very bright. A fine 
season—in fact, the best for 
over a year—is now in the 
ground, and the moisture is suf­
ficient to mature all crops.

When it is considered that the 
precipitation the past week has 
almost reached the avemgeyear­
ly fall during the past ten years, 
some idea of the amount of water 
on the groun«l can be gleaned.

The streets are in an almost

impassible condition and resemble 
young rivers. There is not a 
bridge Of culvert left in the town, 
and very few in the country. 

I The town is praptically isolated, 
I no mail from any direction hav­
ing come in since Monday night. 
Both trains are delayed, as well 
as the stages from inland towns. 
West and east, north and south, 
heavy rains have fallen. At 
Odessa on the west the railroad 
track is said to be 18 or 20 feet 
under water and many washouts 
are reported, while on the east 
similar reports have come in. 

j The rain was glorious, but not 
I destructive. Appearances indi- 
j cate that it will be protracted 
i indefinitely.

' The Dust Mulch Process.
C. L. Itoynton of Comanche 

county kept 25 acres of native 
corn green and growing this sum­
mer, while that of his neighbors 
were burned up by the drouth 
and hot winds. In an interview 
Tie said:

“ This corn was planted about 
the 12th to 20th of March in the 
ordinary way and was plowed 
out three times, the last time 
just before the rain on the 18th 
of May. It had one other rain 
about the 5th of May. The en­
tire cultivation was very shallow 
as I realized that I had no bottom 
season and it was very necessary 
to keep what little there was. 
The 18th of May rain was a very 
good one and 1 feared it would 
be (he last one, so I l>egan the 
Dust Mulch pnicess. It has 
proven such a decided success 
that I wish every farmer would 
try it.

What is the Dust Mulch pro­
cess? Nothing but keeping the 
surface of the ground evenly 
covered with a coating of dry 
earth finely pulverized. It is not 
expensive. It will not cost over 
25o per acre. The way I do is

using what I call a float, which 
is a simple contrivance that doe^ 
the work in a most effectual 
manner. Take two pieces of 4x4 
timber five feejt long, put them 
tegether like a capital A  with 

i three or four 1x3 pieces nailed 
I on the bottom, a device on top •,
! at the front. It should bo about 
I six inches less at the widest part •
! than the rows. Load it with 
i rocks, or better, fix a box as a 
' seat and let some of the kids 
drive hack and forth. between 
the rows. This crushes and 
pulverizes the surface, closes all 
cracks, covers the whole surface ' 
with an even coating of dust that 
effectually keeps the moisture * . 
down and the earth cool.

“ Now it is a fact that just as 
long as the earth is cool the corn 
will not burn up by the hot winds 
or dry weather. It will keep * 
moist almost indefinitely if you 
will keep the hot sun and winds 
from it by the Dust Mulch pro* 
cess. Place a few ashés on the 
lid of a skillet and all the firr 
you can make will not I 
Place this same covering,. .  . 
dry earth on the surface and the 
sun will never heat it. It will 
remain moist and cool, keeping 
the com in good condition 
through a long drouth. My corn 
under this treatment kept green 
and was making a fair crop in 
spite of a 40 days drouth. The 
rain on the 28th will push it to a 
splendid crop. I would say that 
the float was used three different, 
times—often enough to close al’ 
cracks in the soil and keep tb 
mulch evenly spread.

The Bom Worm Medicine.
II. P. Kumpe, druggist, Leigh 

ton, Ala., w r i t e s “ One of my 
customers had a child, whicl)'' 
was sick, and threw up all food, 
could retain nothing on its stom­
ach. He bought one bottle of 
White’s Cream Vermifuge, a 
it brought up 119 worms f^n , 
the child. It’s the boss woi^. 
medicine in the world.”  White’s®  ̂
Cream Vermifuge is also the 
Children»^ tonic. It improves 
their digestion and assimilation 
of fcx)d, strengthens their nervous 
system and restores them to the 
health, vigor'and elasticicity of 
spirits natural to childhood. 25c 
at Rust A Pittard’s.

Mrs. W. 8 . Maddox-and son, 
John, of Lawn, Taylor county, 
aro visiting Lee Maddox and 
family this week. John says 
they had four good rains, in as 
many days, since Saturday, P 
fields are too wet to W' * 
the crops are lookin'  ̂ ^  
Ballinger Le4lger.
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^ .ie Perfect Liver Medicine. j
ra. M. A. Jolley, Noble, O .'
vrites: “ I have used Her­

ne for a number of years, and 
can cheerfully recommend it as 
the most perfect liver medicine, 
and the greatest blood purifier. 
It is a medicine of positive merit, 
•nd fully accomplishes all that is 
clained for it.”  Malaria cannot 
find a lodgement in the system 
while the liver is in perfect or­
der, for one of its functions is to 
prevent the absorption of fever 
producing poisons. Heraine is 
a most efficient liver regulator. 
60c at Rust d Pittard’s.

How McCombs Got Promoted.
A corrcsopndent who signs him­

self William Cannon contributes 
he following rather unnatural tale 
to a Philadelphia paper: “ It w'as 
while an American fleet was lying 
in a harbor in the Mediter- 
/anean sea that Head Gunner 
AlcCombs, of the League Island 
navy yard, won the high honor of 
gunner. There were also a Ger­
man, a Russian and a British' fleet 
in the same harbor. The captain 
! a British cruiser maidc a remark 

while ashore among a crowd of 
Miilors and officers that he had a 
sailor on board that could lick any 
man on the Yankee ships. The 
American admiral heard of it, and 
he accepted the challenge for a 
Yankee tar. McCombs’ name was 
put before him, and he was sent, 
lust before he left the admiral said, 
“ If you lick him I will have you 
promoted to a gunner.” McCombs 
beat the Englishman to a jelly in a 
very short time, and sure enough, 
he was promoted to a gumfcr.”

The Vanity of Little Men.
“ Little men,” said a shoentaker 

yesterday, “are generally conceited, 
^nd yet they are sensitive on the 
point of their height. I have quite 
a number of them among my regu- 
*ar customers, and almost to a man 
ney demand high heels on their 

shoes, under the misapprehension 
that it makes them taller. Actors 
who are short of stature often re- 
sort to this, and on the stage it 
really does have some effept, prcrf>- 
*'Iy because the spectator is not on 

with the peoj>le orf the
, But with the ordinary indi- 

.dUal the effort is wasted. Of 
x>urse, I don’t tell my customers 
:his, and it wouldn't have any ef­
fect on them if I did, for the illu- 
lion is very deep-rooted. In reali- 
.y the only difference that high 
•icls make is to pitch the body 
lightly forward without really at- 
»cting the haight.”

’'rank* Drive Burke From Home.
Cranks have bothered John Mas- 
*on Burke, the man who gave 
^ y ,ooo to charity last week, to 

¡ucri aii ej t̂ent that the aged bene­
factor has bten compelled to »leave 
Vis home in ^ourty-sqve ĵ^h (street 

'— .̂.d move to-Nantucket, Mase.yBe-
■‘ore lie lebt it became necessary Jo 
!u!V Captain Titus to ‘ detail deffc- 
tives to guard the house, Among 
‘hose asking his ajsistance'vWbre a 

'n who decided to borrow $25,- 
a wonianiwho wanted'$ 10,- 

Air. Burke is nearly.90 .years 
lid, so rest is imperative.

I

A Highbinder His SereanL
Governor Gage, of California, 

has roused a storm of disapproval 
by securing the paroir from San 
Quentin prison of Mah  ̂Noon, one 
v)f the most desperate ând blood­
thirsty highbinders evcrncaught red- 
handed. Mah is 'a fine' cook, and 

e governor has installed him as 
:hef tn his own hbme- The Chim^ 
WU1 was sentenced not long a|gO 
/ fourteen years for attempting to 
t̂ p'der another Celestial. He also 
ot and dangerously wounded an 

who went to arrest him. The 
*' fcllcjw republicans are 

d . ‘

...THE BEST DRAWING CARD...
The Best Goods at the Lowest Prices.

Ï

I Implements 
I Wagons 
I Buggies I Barbed Wire 
I Nails, Stoves I Tools

Etc. Etc. !

We claim that we handle the 
best line of Hardware Imple­
ments, etc., on the market. We 
have handled ’em long enough 
to know this. They are the

Hardware 
Queensware
Glassware

..... ......... . ..... .... .......  Tinware
cheapest because they last the I Qmnlteware 
longest. Come and take a look |

»__________'.“LU  at our mammoth stock.

I
MERKEL,
T E X A S . W. H. DICKSON.

Couldn’t Identify It
The following little scene at an 

inquest upon the body of a mur­
dered man is rep<̂ rtcd hy a corre­
spondent of “ The Anglo-Russian” 
from Astrakhan: The coroner dic­
tating to his clerk: “C>n the table 
was found a bottle . , . No;
stop for a moment; we must ascer­
tain its contents.” The coroner, 
tasting the liquid, dictates: “ The 
bottle contained English gin . . . 
perhaps not, I am not sure; taste 
it yourstdf. The clerk, having done 
so, replies: “ I think it is sintply 
strong vodka.” The coroner, toss­
ing off another glass: “ No, really, 
it tastes like gin.” The clerk, tast­
ing the liquor again: “ I still think 
it is only vodka.” The bottle hav- 
ing gradually become empty, the 
coroner proceeded to dictate in a 
decisive tone. “ Write: An empty 
bottle was found on the table and 
all moa.sures taken to ascertain what 
it contained were of no use.”

Discoverer of Cripple Creek.
“ Rob” Womack, who discovered 

the riches of Cripple Creek, Colo., 
but who never profited by what he 
learned regarding the wealth con- 
cealetl there, is working as a day 
laborer in Colorado Springs. He 
was invited to s(>end Fourth of July 
at the great gold camp, near which 
he lingered until his old-time hertl- 
ing ground had yielded nearly 
$100.000,000 to the men whom he 
induced to investigate his find in 
the winter of 1890-91.

An Over-Zoalout OfRobL
Two printed forms, valued at 

one farthing, were lost recently at 
Baku on the Trans-Caucasian rail­
way, and the station master had 

, telegrams sent to every station in 
the Russian empire to ask if they 
had bren .seen any whe^ The com- 

' pany has since had to pay telegraph 
charges amounting to nearly $10,- 
000, and the ovcr-tealous official is 
now out of employmnL

Went Him Cne Better. |
No day passes in Washington | 

without giving gossips a new story ' 
about President Roosevelt. One of 
the latest tells that inui'.cdiately af­
ter Senator Fairbanks rushed into 
the senate with the resolution ap­
propriating $100,000 for the relief 
of Miartinique sufferers some one 
called .the president up on the tele­
phone and told him what had been 
done. That same aftenwon Mr. 
Roos<;velt sent a message recom­
mending that $50o>ooo be appropri­
ated. “ The $100,000 would have 
been enough, but, you know,” said 
one member of congress, “ Fair­
banks has been talked of as a can­
didate for the presidential nomin­
ation.’

Tennis Regaining Its Popularity.
The introduction of ping-pong 

has brought on a boom in lawn 
tennis. For a year or two past, 
tennis has been in the background, 
put there by the more popular gtrff 
and cycling. With the increasing 
popularity of thes two games, ten­
nis rooeded until H «ras ao far out 
of nght as to be considered almost 
entireTy out of tKe caegory of pop­
ular games. By participating in 
the indoor game of ping-pong peo­
ple who never knew the gfamc of 
tennis before have developed an in­
terest in it, and now, as they take 
their departure for the country; 
they wish.to continui the dtUgMl 
of Mie game by playing cut ot 
doors. Manufacturers of sportine 
goods report increased sales m 
tennis goods, and the tennis courts 
of the city pàrks are filled on every 
bright day with enthusinnta, while 
crowds stand around watfng for s 
^ n c e  to pUjr, ' \

Millions la Popoorn.
The retailing of popcorn doesn't 

look like an especially dignified or 
promising commercial enterprise, 
but that .'here is big money in pop­
corn, if you can only sell enough 
of it, is proved by the experience 
of the Humphry family, of Cleve­
land. In 1891 the Humphreys, four 
of them, were worth $25,000 less 
than nothing. They managed to ae- 
sure the small capital necessary to 
start them in the pop com business 
on a hand basket bases. At first 
they didn’t sell much popcorn but 
they managed to keep alive and 
stuck to pop corn. Today they are 
worth something like a million dol­
lars out of pop com.,

Anti-Oaoulation Society.
Some lime ago Professor Crook, 

of the Northwstern University, as­
tonished the public with the declar­
ation that he did not believe in kiss­
ing, and never indulged in it. Now 
some sixteen Northwestern stu- 
dent.s liave formed the Anti-Oscu- 
laHr'n Society, and elected Profes 
sor Crook an honorary metnbrr. 
Their pledge starts out with the 
words "RealiBng that kissing is 
very demoralizing and detrimerttal, 
but still delicious,” etc.

Hill Reeds Hit 8peeoliee.
It has been noticed that for a 

year or so David B. Hill on the oc 
casion of hia public appearances 
has always read his speeches, doing 
eo, however, with such 1 show of 
off-hand speeking that it ie diffi- 
enh to realize the fact. Mr. Hill, 
it is explained by one of his inti­
mates, of late has been •  busy man, 
and cannot afiford the time to com- 
nA hia spcM^a to n m

Egyptisn Cotton In Texas.
Egyptian cotton is being intro­

duced in Texas, and promises to 
revolutionize the cotton industry of 
the .South. It is much more desira­
ble than the cotton raised in the 
United States now, and is even 
better than the sea island cotton. 
The Egyptian cotton has much 
lunger fiber than other cottons, and 
its seed can be removed so easily 
that it is not necessary to cut up
the cotton in ginning it.

-  ■  ♦  ♦  ■  -

Governor Odell and Hie Hab
Governor Odell, of New York, 

says the best way to wear a silk hat 
is to carry it in a grip. He is hav­
ing a dress suit case made with a 
compartment for his "atove-plpe,** 
so that he needn’t wear it when he*d 
off duty nor carry an extra lul

Novel Cduoation for Indians. 
Charles F. Lummis, the author, 

who is intensely interested in the 
Indian race, always has two Indian 
children at lus home near Los An­
geles, Cal. He chooses two chil­
dren from one of the neighboring 
tribes, keeps them for a year, and 
then exchanges them for other chil­
dren. He contends that the little 
Indians will learn more in one year 
of family life in a civilized liotne 
than in many years of attending 
school and living among their own 
people.

Man Outnumber Woman.
In all but eleven of the fifty-two 

States and Territories the male 
outnumbers the female population. 
The eleven States are along the At­
lantic seaboard. California con­
tains the greatest excess of men, 
the recorded number being 156,000; 
Minnesota comes second, with 113,- 
586; Texas third, with 109,000 ,and 
Peanaylvauit fourth with 106,007.

Traa In a Coal Mina.
In a coal mine in Derbyshire, 

England, has been found the trunk 
of a tree in a vertical position. This 
M an extremely rare discovery. The 
tree is 1,500 feet below the surface 
o i  the earth. On one side of the 
trunk, which is 2 feet 7 inches in 
diameter, is clearly shown the im­
pression of a climoing vine.

■ »  •  ♦  * —

Tannaaaaa'a Panaionara.
Tennessee now ha.s 1445 names 

on its state pension roll of old sol­
diers, and the total amount paid to 
them in the last year was $i49,22a 
Mb more names can be addad unless 
the legislature increases the appro­
priation. The pensioners are di­
vided into th three classes—the first 
reoaive $300 a year each, the second 
$000 and tha third $ioa

.* . .*4

Zi^e Polk and Burrel Wheeler 
are viaiting at Baird.

Haradity of Crime.
A mere boy was jailed at Bren- \  

ham last week for burglary. His 
family history furnishes strong 
proof of the doctrine of heredity.
In 1894 a man was convicted of 
theft in the district court of 
Washington county and given a 
sentence at penal servitude in 
the penitentiary at Huntsville.
It was developed on the trial of 
the cases that he was a born thief 
and had been playing his trade 
systematically in Bren ham for 
years. This man’s family con­
sisted of his wife and three sons, 
the boys all of tender age. Two 
years later the oldest, who had 
attained the age of 12, was con­
victed of burglary and sent to 
the reformatory at Gatesville.
His offenses were numerous.

Some years later the second 
son was convicted of burglary 
and sentenced to the penitentiary. 
The youngest and last of these 
sons, a boy of perhaps 10 or 11 
years, has been caught in the 
act of robbing a store and jailed. 
Investigation shows that he had 
quite an assortment of keys in 
his possession, and had been at 
the business for some time.

It is seen that the dishonest 
proclivities o f the father were 
transmitted to every one oi  his 
sons, and for trausgreernng the 
law in the same way, they have 
suffered the same penal^.—Ex.

An Epitpali for Morgan.
A member of parliament is said 

to he circulating about the London 
clubs a typewritten copy of an epi­
taph, which he solemnly declares is 
intended for Jolm Pierpont Mor­
gan, and should be taken by him 
as a i '̂aming not to push his world 
grabbing enterprise too far. The. 
epitaph is as follows:
“ Here lies his head at last upon his 

earth;
He now belongs to what he made

his own;
He bought the world.for what he 

thought it worth.
And God once more is running 

things alone.”

Willism Doesn’t Ufcs Wagner.
His versatile and irrepressible 

majesty. Emperor William II., has 
been fulminating again. This time 
it is one of the idols of his own 
nation, the late Richard ̂ ^agner, 
who has incurred the royal disaffec­
tion. The emperor has been attend­
ing tome c^ra performances at 
Wiesbaden, and it is reported that 
he delivered himself thus weightily 
in comment thereon: “ Wagner,”
affirms his majesty, “ I do not like; 
he is too noisy for me; indeed, the 
simple and withal so wonderful mu­
sic of Gluck is more to my liking.”

(

%



tr

CASON &. HILL,
(STAU HTOliK IH’IU>IN»i.)

T h e  MERKEL BARBERS.
kazors sharp,
Towols cKvin.

lialh r<M»m in connoetion. 
Yi»ur patronaf^e solLciU'd.

J. M. PATE, BARBER.
NORTH FUONT STREKT.

First class work and prt)mpt and 
polite attention to all.

J. J. MILLER,
Justice Peace and Notary Public

Ai»o Hr»? inturancc agent. Will write deeda, 
take ackiiowledgamenta, pay taxea on land, (ur- 
ntah abatraota of title ana tranaadt all other 
baalnoaa entruated to him.

I. O. O. F. LODGE
No. 355 meets every Faiday 

ni^ht. Visiting brethren cor­
dially invited to attend.

N. H arrison, N. G. 
Chas. Cr aven , Sec.

DR. T. S. HOLLIS,
THE DENTIST-^

fXBoe over llarrl»’ Dnigatore, Abilene, Texaa.

' '  H. C. WILLIAMS,
Real Estate aad Insurance Agent

Notary Public
Takea .Acknowledgmenta, Draw* up Deeda, Etc. 

orncB AT w a k n ic k ’ h b \nk

J. A. LEEMAN
Physician and Surgeon.

Offloa, DaTla’ Drug Store.

G. H. RICHARDSON
Physician and Surgeon.

Realdenoo, Weat Merkel.

DR. J. W. L IT T LE ,
Resident Dentist.

examinations free— OFFICE IN 
FERRIER BUILDINO.

B E S T
P A S S E N G E R  S E R V I C E  

I N  T E X A S .
«-IM PO RTAN T GATEW AYS-«

NO TROUaLK TO ANRWCR QUESTION«.

. P . TU RN ER,
qcn*l pastr  AMS Tmcrr Asswr.

DALLAS. TEXA

i f lO R I  LIVES A R E  S A V S O
..BT vnifa...

Dr. King’s New (Nscmienr,
••mPOBsms

Consumption, Coughs aid  Coldt
Than By All Othsr Throst And 

Lung BsmediM OomUasd.
This wonderful mediclns posHlu«l|p 
cures Consumption, Coughs, Colds, 
Bronchitis, Asthma, PnsunNNtls, H sf 
Fevsr.Piourisy, LaQrippe, Hosrssnsssk 
Sore TltroAt, Croup and WhooplM 
Cough. N O  C U R B , n o  
PwIm  60o. A $1.
’ i'h.nio the news to So, 31.

A Rutsisn Hsirt
Female Mxriety is all broken up 

over the untimely end of I’rinco 
Lordkipinldsc, the gayest Idancer 
and most reckle.ss hearthraker in 
St. Petersburg’s winter season for 
many years. His highness died in 
Tiflis at the hands of the czar’s ex­
ecutioner, who deftly strangletl him 
with the aid of a silken chord Ix'- 
tween the head and slwulders, for, 
when not making love in the cajv 
ital, the prince followed the trade 
of the lamented Jesse James, he 
was sentenced to death for holding 
up thirty-seven coaches in the Cau­
casus and shooting a dozen or more 
of his victims, all men. “To the 
ladies he was lovely," says the re­
ports of his trial. Many women 
testified that he treated them to 
to candy, tea and fruit after taking 
their valuahles. “ .And he was as 
gallantly dressed as Fra Diavolo in 
the opera,’’ said another enthusi­
astic witness, “and shot dead in my 
presence one of his liand who had 
frightened my children for fun.”

Forgot the Lighthouse Keepers
The lighthouse keepers on Perev 

island off the coast of Queensland, 
in 1900, were “ forgotten” for 
months by the government authori­
ties. The foo<l supply of Percy Isl­
and Is supposed to be delivered once 
a quarter, but no food arrived at the 
island after the first week in Juno 
until a British sloop chanced to pass 
in October. The islanders, twenty 
in number, were delerious from lack 
of food, managed to hail the vessel, 
which left liehind an ample supply 
of provisions and reminded the 
Queensland government of the
lighthouse men w'hose existence it 
had forgotten.

Aping King Edward in New YorL
Since it became known that 

King Edward VII. has been in the 
habit of taking a pint of cham­
pagne at breakfast some of the 
younger swells of .Vcw York have 
tried it, too. Before that, though, 
many of these young men were ac­
customed to sip a pint of sautema 
at breakfast. They considered that 
a mild “ hair.” Clumpagne is more 
af a “horse hair.”
Vaat Gold Contsnt of South Africa.

It is estimated that for every mile 
in length along rite course of the 
reefs, down to a vertical depth of 
1,000 feet for the dip of these reefs, 
gold to the \*aluc of about $50,000,- 
000 will be cxtracteil. This is a 
conservative estimate at least as ap­
plied to the central .section of the 
Rand. If we assume these condi­
tions to obtain to a depth of 6,000 
feet vertically, we have the enor­
mous sum of $300,000,000 for each 
mile in length. It is not unreasona­
ble to suppose that these conditions 
will be maintained along most of 
the central section, say for a dis­
tance of ten miles, in which case 
we would have an auriferous area, 
within practicable mining depths, 
containing upward of $3,000,000,- 
000 value of gold.

A Military Stamp Fiand.
One of the most persistent stamp 

collectors in the ranks of philately 
is an expert and dashing fighter in 
the United States army, Captain 
Joseph M. T. Partello, Fifth in­
fantry, military governor of the 
province of Abra^uzoii. The cap­
tain has just started on his return to 
Luzon after a short visit to his 
home in Washington. His collec­
tion contains over 40,000 stamps, 
and as he had not seen it in four 
yciars, the interest with which he 
pored over the books was intencie— 
amounting almost to a neglect of 
spousal and parental duties. His 
daug îter accompanies him back to 
the Philippines. In his sojourn 
there since 1898 he dkl not miss his 
opportunities to pick up a few Ma- 
labon issues from the iitserroctos, 
and these considerafaJy enhance the 
vtlue his collection.

j- General Eagtn’e “Duel.
The .Arizonian and .Mexienn mTn- 

j rr whom General Citarles Patrick 
F.agan, of “ embalmed l>eef” fame, 
challenged to fight at Guaymas, a 
month ago, is visiting New York 
City, and relates tlie story of the 
duel that never came off. It .seems 
that Eagan and Colonel Harlow 
both want the same tract of coal 
land in the State of (riiaymas, and 
each of them has had his turn in 
driving off the other’s men from the 
claim. Harlow was in [xisscssion 
when he met Eagan at a Guaymas 
hotel, and when he spoke politely, 
and the general wanted to know 
wlio the devil he was, he shook his 
fist under Eagan’s nose, with tlie 
remark: ‘Tm  not the embalmed 
beef hero.” General Eagan liked 
this no better than he liked Gener­
al Miles’ opinion of the beef, and 
sent a challenge. The thing went 
so far that each party secured his 
second, Eagan’s being a Mexican 
judge and Colonel Harlow’s L’nit- 
cd States Consul Crocker, who re­
signed his position by tekgraph in 
order to serve. Harlow chose shot­
guns at twenty feet, but that did 
not cult General Eagan, and he re­
fused to fight. After that. Colonel 
Harlow, dining with friends, in an 
Impulse of hilarity turned challen­
ger, and told General Eagan he 
might use a thirteen-inch gun, but 
as for himself Harlow would be | 
content with a can of embalmed ¡ 
beef. To conclude, the Arizonian , 
says that “ to be perfectly honest, I ' 
am ashamed of the whole transac-1 
tion.”

Ths Lazy Brazilian Native.
United States Counsel Fumiss, 

of Surgipe, Brazil, says of the shift­
less native Brazilian; “ He need not 
own land, as he can put up his mud 
hut anywhere; he has an abundance 
of fruit, such as the Itanana, paca, 
cajú; the tidal rivers are full of fish, 
shrimp, crabs and o>’Ster.s, and the 
wxxxls abound with game. He can 
raise his small patch of manioc, and 
as it is never coM enough for a fire,, 
he works only when there is need of | 
money to purchase articles wdiich ' 
lie docs not produce. I Itave been 1 
shown fields full of cotton and oth­
er products which were g</ing to 
waste because of the proprietor’s in­
ability to induce the laborers to 
harvest them. One would think that 
laborers living on a farm would be 
compelled to work for the proprie­
tor, but riiat does not seem to be 
the case hers, as, in spite of the fact 
that in most cases they pay no rent, 
they will either refuse to work at 
all or will work only a few da>-s at 
a time; yet they arc allowed to re­
main upon the land preempted.”

The Biggest Money Lsnder.
Howard Philip Frothingham, of 

No. 2 Wall street, according to the 
New York Press, has lent more 
money than any other man that ev­
er lived, and, without being a usur­
er in tile legal sense has gotten big­
ger interest then all the Shylocks 
cf  history. Representing as he 
does the leading banks and trust 
companies on the floor of the Ex­
change, it is no uncommon thing 
for him to lend in times of money 
stringency, from $1,000,000 to $20,- 
000,000 a »lay at prices ranging 
from 3 to 180 per cent. On these 
loans he xcceives a handsome com­
mission, and is today one of the 
richest brokers in the street. He 
has liecn noted long for the per­
fection of his dress and the urban­
ity of his manners. In Morris and 
Sussex counties New Jarssy, he is 
regarded with respect and rever­
ence for his ervice in the protsetion 
of ñah and game and in ths im­
provement of country roads. The 
splendid turnpike from Mount Ar­
lington to the Lake Hopatcong he 
built with his own money and pre­
sented to the people. His home, I 
understand, is the old Dunlap place, 
at Mount Arlifigton. > ^

Ail in Qnb
The Upper pnrt contains 

)i .50- lb flour bin with sifter, 
a moulding board, 
a tilting sugar bin, with 

close fitting lid, 
three drawers, one with 6 

partitions for spices.
In the lower part are 
3 large «Iraw'ers for table 

linen, groceries, etc. 
ample cupboard room for 

cooking utensils. Shelves, brackets, mirror and top piece 
make the Cabinet as handsome as it is convenient. It is 
mounted’on the finest ball bearing casters. If you have any 
reason to believe that your kitenen work would not be less­
ened and that you would not feel better and happier with a 
Hoosier Kitchen Cabinet than without it, won’ t you kindly 
tell us what is the reason? If there is none, may we not 
have your order? Yours truly,

ED S. HUGHES &  CO.
Abilene, Texas

5. W . SHEPPARD
Groceries
Vegetables
Fruits
Country
Produce
and Fresh
Meats, etc.

W e sell almost 
everything afford­
ed by the market, 
and sell at reason­
able prices. Come 
to us for your gp:o- 
ceries...

..NEW GOODS.;
1

We are receiving* our New  
Spring Goods. They embrace 
all the latest creations on the 
market, and we are pleased 
to announce that our stock is 
the largest and best selected 
we have ever carried. Come 
and see for yourself....

Í

J.O. HAMILTON
ELLIOTT & M ILLER f

DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills. Pumps and Water Supply Goods...
We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gea^; 

Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort­
ment of pumps, piping from to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lo 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

WINCHESTER
n

FACTORY LOADED SHOTGUN SH ELLS
New Rival” "Leader” "Repeater”

V' you are looking for reliable shotgun am­
munition, the kind that shoots where you 
point your gun, buy Winchester Factory 

Loaded Shotgun Shells: *^New Rival,*’ loaded with 
Black powder; “ Leader” and “ Repeater,” loaded 
with Smokeless. Insist upon having Winchester 
Factory Loaded Shells, and accept no others. 

ALL DEALERS KEEP THEM
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