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AT COST!
Until January 1st
We offer our entire stock of Men’s and Boys’ Clothing,
Ladies’ Jackets, Capes and Skirt at ACTUAL COST.

10 to 20 per cent Reduction on all Woolen Dress Goods.
Best Calicos at Only 4 cents per yard.
Best Table Oilcloth Only 15 cents per yard.
Extra Quality Mens’ Fleece Underwear 50 cents each.
We Guarantee our Prices to be as Low as the Lowest.

The Star Store.
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A. C. BENNETT,

THE SADDLE & HARNESS M£, N

'ELLIOTT & MILLER

DEALERS IN

..\Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods

We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear;
Eclipse wood mill, Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a, full assort-
ment of pum piEinng from * to 2 in., plain and galv anized; brass
cylinders and wor barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lots
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

(

| The C!msgn Path,

| BY MARGUERITE MONDIE.

|

| (Copyright, 1502, by Dally Story Pub, Co.)
In a state of absent-mindedness she
| had allowed her maid the “night off.” |
| This left her alone in the great stately |
mansion, but she did not seem to feel

her isolation for sgme time.

| First she bathed her face and hands
| In cologne, took down her elaborately
dressed hair and slipped on a loose
Oriental lounging-robe. Her fingers

'hemy Jaden with pearls glittered and
their reflection was caught in the
many mirrors.

She walked up to one of them and
glanced proudly at her face. It looked
young and very fair in the soft red
glow from the fire-place, then with a
sudden movement and the snap of a
button, the room was flooded with
cold. hard electric light.

She pressed her face close to the
glass. It looked white and tired now
(ireat black circles shadowed beneath
she lashes and a fine but very intri-
cate web of wrinkles overspread the
| features—Ilines of dissipation, unhap-
piness and weary dissatisfaction. The
lips were almost unnaturally red and
had an odd trick of twitching at the
| corners.

She shrank from her own reflection
and sharply smote the sbell on the
table; it rang clearly and had the un.
mistakable sound of solid silver. Two
or three rings brought no response,
the little gold mantel clock ticked
musically, but no other sound dis-
turbed the stillness.

“Ah—" she sighed.
out. What a relief!”

But she did want something to
warm her and take away the chill the
sight of her face had brought. So she
went softly down the wide, carpeted
statrs into the dining-room. She
smiled sardonically when she saw the
bottles and glasses placed so handily.

Steadily she poured out a full glass
of the clear liquor. Poising it daintily
she looked at it with the eye of a con-
nafsseur then drained the contents and
set the glass down, just as the door
bel rang.

She wms to have been ready at nine,
but somehow the afternoon’s round of
“fems” and “at homes” qnd the even-
ing’s long solemn dinner had made her

late on the rose-covered veranda. Al

“They are all

least so thought “Monsieur” as uis
carriage came up the drive.

-

Glanced proudly at her face.

He was proud or nis nanasome wiie
and her fame in society, but he was
not sure of her love for him. Yet,
what did it matter? He was old
enough to be her father and she al-
ways was kind to him and willing to
please. That was enough. He en-
tered the house unobserved by Merle
intending to surprise her at luncheon.
Until then he would rest and read in
the library. .

- b o © L "

Hal was sugs a well-known caller
that the butler announced him to
Merle on the veranda. He went up to
her eagerly, murmuring a few loving
words. She was Merle no longer to
him, but cold Madam, as she greeted
him ecalmly. A burning blush stole

her tightly in his arms and kissed
her passionately. For one moment she
lay passive against his breast, then

sprang from his embrace and faced |

him hotly.

“How dare you! Howe dare you!”
the wards came sharply between
gasps from her red perfect lips, then
they sank to a low, vibrating whisper:

4 “Hal, Hal, my love.”

She was gone. Hal sat down and
thought deeply and bitterly.

Merle went straight to the library
when she left Hal. She stood stone
still when she saw her husband there.
Struggling flercely to master her emo-
tion eshe walked up to him and put

.

ner arms around Nis neck.

“l am so glad, dearie, you've come
back. I missed you, honestly, 1 did.
Come into the garden, it is so lovely,
the sun is so bright to-day.”

She clung to his arm as they vulkol
up the garden path that led p
boudoir veranda where Hal sat. ’l'h.
roses grew so thick that they were al
most hidden from sight, but Hal
could hear their voices.

“Dearie—" Merle was saying .
strained, shrill voice. “I wish
would be more of a lover to me. Some
times I almost think you do not love
me, and—and—" the voice faltered
then rose sharply-—-“I—love you—
dearie.”

An hysterical laugh echoed the hols
lowness and mockery of the last
words. They stood silent for awhile,
then after Merle had roughly brokea
off a rose and put it in his coat her
husband spoke.

“Merle, this is nonsense. You cowld
not love me and you must not speak
80 to me again, otherwise I shall grow
to distrust you. Be the same deaf
lady you have been and I ask DO
more. I will leave'you now. Meet me
at luncheon, unless, dear, you bave
made other arrangements. Do not le§
me interfere with your pleasure.” '

“Yes,” answered Merle. Thean fired
with a sudden resolve she cried dese
perately: “No. I am to lunch gut to-
day. I shall not see you until dinger.

Hal heard the last words with beat-
ing heart. He could not walt, but
went out among the roses to meet
rose. He understood her words.
was to be his at last.

Her arms were full of roses as he
met her. She held them so closely
that here and there the cruel
had drawn the red rich blood.

over her face, however, as he clasped :caught her, roses and all, to his
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She did not then khow
she had chosen,
gay, mad and long
derstood and nev
and the rose
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ED J. LEEMAN, PUBLISHER.

Published Every Thursday.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Oftlce ) |
Residence 37

If yvou know of any news item, we will consid-

er it a special favor if you wlll report same ©0
this ofice, either by person, letter or over the
'phone to either of the above numbers

Mischievious Mischief.
The wires of the telephone ex-
change were badly tanfiled Tues-

day morning and no doubt many
unkind words were said about
the management because of the

But the
that some

unsatisfactory service.
truth of the matter is
person or persons had been tam-
pering with the wires and had
tied them together and otherwise
interfered with the service. The
Mail does not believe that this
was done with malice afore-
thought, but rather in a spirit of
mischief. However, for the ben-
efit of those who have been guilty
of this conduct, we give below
the law governing such offenses.
Article 784 of the Penal Code of
Texas reads as follows:

“If any person shall intention-
ally break, cut, pull or tear down,
misplace or in any other manner
injure any telegraphor telephone
wire, post, machinery or other
necessary appurtenancss to any
telegraph or telephone line or in
any way wilfully obstruct or in-
terfere with the transmission of
messages along such telegraph
or telephone line, he shall be
punished by confinement in the
penitentiary not less than two
nor more than five years, or by
fino of mot less than one hundred
nor more than two thousand dol-
lars,””’

District Court Newe.
Monday the case of A. M.
Sheppard vs. J. M. Faucett was
called and went to trial;

¢ision not yet reached.
Monday County Attorney
Bledsoe in absence of District

de=-

~Attorney made application to the

court on behalf of the State for
a verlire in the State vs. G. R.
Pettis. The court set the case
for Friday, Dec. 19th, and issued
a venire for 150 jurors. All wit-
ne#Bes in this case are hereby
notified of this date.

Tuesday the case of R. E.
Tracy vs. T. & P. R. R., et al,
vas called and went to trial. This
case will probably close Wed-
nesday.

There are quite a number of
cases on the docket to be dis-
posed of and the entire term of
four weeks will be consumed.

“Start Me.”

““Start me!”’ 6ries little Alice
! ‘om her perch in the swing. “I
start me!”
““Somebody can’t be always
starting you,”” answered Tommy,
half independent of her demands
upon him, half desirious of giv-
ing her a bit of instruction.
“Put your foot to the ground and
¢.art yourself.”’

It is the same story, the same
¢ry the world over. People are
longing to mount high along
many lines, but for the most part
they are sitting still waiting for
somebody to start them. They
want to reach success in litera-
ature, in business or profession-
al life, but they want to swing
high from the first—to be push-
ed by some one’'s money,
strength or name. Those who
are really willing to begin with
heir feet on the ground and
gthrt themselves are compara-
tively few.

One who has been

brought
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The Best

Cotton May Advance!

But we will sell Hardware and Groceries at prices

that can not be beaten anywhere.

Our Stock is Complete and Up-to-Date.

Flour,

Meat,
Lard,
Sugar,
Coffee,

Dried Fruits,

Candies,
Nuts,
Delicacies,

of Everything in

Groceries.

We handle:

The Best
O

The Best Hames, the best Traces, the best Collars, the best Pads,
the best Backbands, the best Lines--in fact the best of everything
in Hardware, Groceries, Queesware, Feed, Etc., at BEST PRICES.

GEO. F. WEST.

Stoves,
Wagons,
Buggies,
Plows,
Sulkys,
Disc Plows,
Harrows,
Planters,
Cultivators,
of Everything in
Hardware

| THE BEST DRAWING CARD.. |

The Best Goods at the LLowest Prices.

% Implements :
\%Y% :

agons
Buggies
Barbed Wire
Nails, Stoves
Tools

MERKEL,
EXAS.

Etc. Etc.

to know this.

cheapest because they
Come and take a look
at our mammoth stock.

longest.

We claim that we handle the
best line of Hardware
ments, etc., on the market. We
have handled '’em long enough

Imple-

are the
last the

They

*» Hardware
¢ Queensware
¢ (Jlassware
» Tinware v
¢ (Jraniteware ¥

? Crockeryware |
§ Etc. Etc. ;

W. H. DICKSON.

T
-_—_.—.—_—--‘

much in contact with young pe()-=
ple, young women especially,
and has been endeavoring to help
them, recently said that her
greatest discouragement lay in
the fact that they all wanted to
begin at the top. They wanted
at once the reputation, the pay
and the patronage of those who
had been long years in the work.

They wanted to be pushed—a
good strong push, that would
set them flying at once—instead
of putting their own feet to the
ground and slowly working up
for themselves.—Selected.

YES, YOU HAVE 10 DAYS
more in which to get your suit at

25 per cent discount. Better
come quick before they are all

gone.
Watson & Bacon.

Finishing touches are being
made to the depot, and Agent
McCord will probably move in
Saturday. The building shows
up nicely and is an ornament to
the town.

See our extra pants, the great-
est bargains ever offered in this
country. 25 per cent off of the
marked price.

. Watson & Bacon.

RIGID RULES !

No class of business
requires more careful
attention or insists up-
on more rigid rules
than that of banking.
It has always been our
earnest endeavor to
conform to these re-
quirements. Safety
first, Liberality next.

Warnick’s Bank,

Merkel, Texas.

The First National Bank has
just installed a Burroughs Add-
ing machine, which is one of the
most complete pieces of mechan-
ism of all the labor saving devic-
es. It will greatly facilitate the
handling of the enormous busi-
ness of the bank, and employes
are jubilant over its acquisition.

A. C. and Will Bennett came
in this morning from Gorman.

A Timely Suggestion,

This is the season of the year
when the prudent and careful
housewife replenishes her supply
of Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy.
It is certain to be needed before
the winter is over, and results
are much more prompt and sat-
isfactory when it is kept at hand
and given as soon as tha cold is
contracted and before it has be-
come settled in the system. In
almost every instance a severe
cold may be warded off by taking
this remedy freely as soon as the
first indication of the cold ap-
pears. There is no danger in
giving it to children for it con-
tains no harmful substance. It
is pleasant to take—both adults
and children like it. Buy it and
you will get the best. It always
cures, For sale by Rust & Pit-
tard.

Courtney Hunt sf Alvord, who
is vice president of the Merkel
Mercantile Co., was in the city
this week, returning home Tues-
day.

Ex-Speaker of the House
Thos. B. Reed, is dead.

Try reading The M&ili.
}

We make a specialty of hand
ling only the best groceries
fresh from the markets, anc
they are not old or musty wher
you get them. Give us a trial.

Chenault & Hand.

We are prepared, to fill you
entire fall bill of groceries :
provisions, and at prices excel.
by no one.

—

Chenault & Hand
Better Than a Plaster.

A piece of flannel dampene
with Chamberlain’s Pain Baln
and bound on the afiected parts,
is better than a plaster for a
lame back and for pains in the
side or chest. Pain Balm ha¢
no superior as a liniment for th
relief of deep seated, muscular
and rheumatic pains. For sale
by Rust & Pittard.

M. M. Leeman and wife ca
in from Floyd county las
Monday and will spend the wee
visiting here. They seem well
contented with their home up
there. The climate has agreed
with Mitchell remarkably well,
making of him a second John L.

Sullivan, and ne is fleshier than ‘
for years.

The Mail gives all the news.

b vy
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WE WILL SELL OUR ENTIRE STOCK
REGARDLESS OF COST. '

The season has been so backward and we have had so much rain and cotton has not opened, and there
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g has been so many drawbacks one way and another that we find ourselves with twice as many goods as

g we ought to have this time of year. Now we must sell these goods, however great the sacrifice, and
¥ > we wxll during this month sell our entire stock at MANUFACSURER’S COST, and, in many cases,
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far below what they cost to manufacture. : Remember everything in the house goes in this sale.
Nothing will be reserven. : Read the prices and judge for yourself.

Dress Goods Staple Department Shoes! Shoes!  |fhev will be sacrificed during this snis:

> IS« ¢ our prices and compare with others
This is the department in which we[30 yards calico for $1.00 Our ladies $3.50 shoe at $2.85|Our $16.50 men’s suits go at $10.80
shine, but we have entirely too many|30 yards cotton checks for l.(l)f " 3.00 ¢ at 2.50{Our 15.00 men’s suits go at 10.80
this year. So we cut the profit all off,|25 yards outing for 1.00 o 2.50 “ at 2.00/Odr 13.50 men's suits go at 9.00
and they go at manufacturers’ cost. |25 yards good brown domestic for 1.00, * 2.00 ““ at 1.40/Our 12.50 men’s suits go at 7.80
PR 1.20/Our 10.00 men’s suits go at 7.00
D0 ¢ at 1.00 Our  9.00 men’s suits go at 6.00
5 ¢ at 1.35 Our  7.50 men’s suits go at 5.00
S0 ¢ at 1.20 Our  6.00 men’s suits go at 4.50

Half wool worsted worth 10¢ at 6c|25 yards bleach domestic for 1.00 -
Half wool double width worsted, the!20 yards good canto flannel for 1.00 o

20c grade, at 10¢| Good wool fill jeans 18¢ Our misses
Our 25¢ wool dress goods at 18¢|Zephyr ginghams, 12': ¢ grade Te -
o 3be " - at 22¢ | Jaber Knights cambric, 8's¢ grade 6¢ 0 T 1.00|Our  5.00 men’s suits go at 3.25
“  Boe ‘6 “ at 330 i 00 ¢4 at 80c¢ Our  8.50 boys’ suits go at 6.15

¢« 75e ‘“ ““ at 4\( Linen Department Baby shoes Tb¢, 50¢ and 35¢ Our  7.50 boys’ suits go at 5.40

“ 81.00 ¢ = at 66¢ Our  6.00 boys’ suits go at 4.65
" 198 ¢ ‘ : 90c Our $1.25 table linen : 90c : O 5. '8’ » sui .
(5 - s, soeeSweims . Clothing for Men ‘lou it EnSeEuN.
We still have a nice line of Tailor ¢ 75¢ “ at 50¢ Our  2.50 boys’ knee suits go at 1.50
made suits for ladies. We will almost, «  5q, “ at 350 and Boys Our 1.50 boys’ knee suits go at 1.20
give them away.

Our $13.50 tailor made suits at  $8.40 35¢ e at 20c,  We probably show as large stock of Our 1.25 boys’ knee suits go at 75¢
“ 10:00 “ “  at 6.000 Towels, bed spreads and toweling at/clothing in all the new weaves and
o 7.50 s “ at 4.25 one-half off. i(f()furﬁ as any house in Abilene, and

We cannot begin to give you prices of the

entire stock, but if you will come and see @
us we will convence you that we w1ll do o

all we say.
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Foils a Deadly Attack.

“My wife was so ill that good |
physicians were unable to help
Lher,”” writes M. M. Austin, of|
Winchester, Ind., ‘“‘but was com- :
' pletely cured by Dr. King’s Newl
Life Pills.”” They work won-|
ders in stomach and liver troubles. |
Cure constipation, sick hsadache. |
25¢ at Rust & Pmard 8.

!

Broceries, Furnishings, Notions

E have moved into the building next door to War-
nick’s Bank. Our stock embraces Groceries, Fur-
nishing Goods and Notions, and we flatter our-

selves that you will not find a better, nieer or neater stock
in the town. We are making very low prices, quality of
goods considered., A trial order is all we ask ar' we are
sure you will alv;ays be our customer,

Remember, our stock is fresh and new; we have no

Holnday Excursions. '

The territory to which oxcursin!
tickets for the Holidays will be|
sold has been considerably wide-

n WHEN YOU WANT
ned. In addition to the usual sale!

shop-worn stuff to work off.
of tickets to points in the South- | A§Wagon that will not ““fall down’” when you need it the most,

HILL & MARTIN.
Fastern States, the T&P Ry Com- | | g4t an “OLD RELIABLE MITCHELL.” It is the Strongest,

m—— = | pany will also sell round trip tic- | yrost Durable, Best Finished, Best Proportioned and Lightest
ets to principal points in Mexi-

" e How to P.event Crou ‘ ing
Reductlon Sdle It will | i : to & P the co,Colorado, Arkansas, Missouri,i Running Wagon on the Market.
""9 T e e loar that | Kan8as, lowa, Illinois, Nebraska, |  ONE QUALITY ONLY—THAT THE BEST.
ers of small chilclren to learn that

North and South Dakota, Minne-
Rea'hzmg the ne-‘croup can be ,orevented. The sota, and Wisconsin. The rate

ks | first sign of crou,v is hoarseness. | . S :
cessity of reducmgl A dair o bt et Sote A diblaide twill be one first class fare plus E D s . H U G H E‘ss & C o .y
$2.00 for the round trip and tick- ANILEN,  TEN

my stock of Mllh-lthe child becomes hoarse. This| & may be purchased December
|is soon followed by a peculiar ro-

nery goods,I have ugh cough. Give C'hamberlain’s o, 118, 8ist, 2na, S0ed, snd

¥ 26th ; good to return within Thirty
lnaugurated a re-| Cough Remedy freely as soon as days from date of sale. Further So Wo SH EPPARD

duction sale, and :!;fe:‘htl}l)i bﬁfﬁ;fsct%:f:e:;);f::: information regarding rates,
2 RS b i through service sleepers, free . '
for & short tim e you and it will dispel all sy mptoms of | goyy iy chair cars, ete., may be| | GTOCET1ES) We sell almost
can buy any thing Sy o e Y O TSI any Railroad Ticket

and anxiety may be avoided. Agent, or through correspond- Vegetables everythins aﬁbrd-

in the stock ¢ dis-|This remedy is used by many| = iy 5 p Hughes, Traveling

=

thousands of mothers and has ' ]
count of 20 per cent never been known to fail. Itis (I))asgn%erTAgent FtG.rW}())rt: '{‘Pexzs, Frults ed by the market’
Everything n e w.|in fact the only remdey that can T. & P.R'y Co., Dallas, Texas, || COUNLTY and sell at reason-
always b~ lepended upon and S0l X it g b
Come quick. . . .|yhatis ple®ant and safe to take.| Parents do not neglect your|| Produce able prices. Oome
F B. H I For eale by Rust&Pittard. children’s coughs, sore throats,
MI‘S. . . OOp €. Fashions come and go. What ;:otl;ils, etc.,ltthey 'I?ftens'lead u: and FreSh to us for yom 81'0‘
then? HAWES Hats R e . TN 2
ChO.p Watches. bya million men. . it wor;: Cough Syrup. Plessant, safe Meats, etc. cerles...oo
{ gen face Silverine case, 7 J. . MouNT, and sure. Guaranteed. Price —
jéwel, lever movement unli'2 > 1d Abilene, Texas, |20 and 50c. - _ —

Ava.nety ot sizes 0, 6 t of| Photo’s—All kfind tro
18 gold filled watches from $8.00| Ustick has moved his jewelry| G. F.Robeson and Miss May r)r.;usao;%(;m;:% s.ho:::w lgon?e stam;())s uz)—;o lﬂxal) s O;Sn Frli':

to $30. store into the Thornton old|Wilson of Caps were married|new things in dress goods. days and Saturda;
R. B. Ustick, 'building; call and see him, Sunday. Watson & Bacon. (tf Barn md Wife.
N
})
- Faieh S 4 ) ‘ ' ‘/
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S et * | The attitude of the President
\ Jﬁe 7//07.“0/ s;; al/‘ on the trust issue was to be ex-

N

!pocte(l. The Republican party
'thrives on a daily diet of trust

| products gratuitously distributed.
|

ED J. LEEMAN, Editor and Prop'r.

Entered at the Postoffice at Merkel, Texas, as
socond-class mail mattter

Texas Congresemen.

S riotan Bates: Texas sends a solid Democratic

e Yo sL0 | delegation to Congress, as fol- |
Six months 50
f'hree months 2% 10“‘8:
Invariably in advance, 18t Distri Sh i
- strict, Sheppard.
ADVERTISING RATES per month st District, Shepy

2nd District, Cooper.
3rd District, Russell.
4th District, Randal.
5th District, Beall.
6th District, Field.

8 .50
1.0
2.50
'

Une inch space

Two inch space

Quarter column (4 1-2 indhes

Half column (9 inches) ‘

One column (18 inches .50
Fonar igsues constitute a month, All advertise-

ments run and charged for until ordered out,

unless limit is specified when Insertion is made

Special prices on time contracts

Local notices, b cents per line, each insertion 7“1 | ’iﬂll‘i"t. (il‘egg.
g SPRCIAL NOTICES. | 8th District, Ball.
B el e il | %h Distot, Durgess.
e s ol et ik, © | 20 Distriot, Huriasg.
Bt o b Chroie o Fout | - 11t Distriot, Henry.
tively no deviation from this rule. | 12th District, Gillespie,
; 13th District, Stephens.
|

A short time ago two Houston| 14th District, Slayden.
newspapermen fined and| 156th District, Garner.
jailed for publishing the pro-| 16th District, Smith.
ceedings of a murder trial. The
judge in assessing their punish- |
ment said that the publicity thus
given to the trial would tend to| the cotton crop for the year 1902-
prejudice the people against the |03 as compiled by J. M. Ayer &
defendant, and that by enlight-|Co. of New York:

were

Cotton Crop Estimate.

Below we give the estimate on

ening the people on the evidence | Alabama 1,040,000
adduced at the trial would make| Arkansas 865,000
it impossible to secure another|Florida 80,000
jury in the event of a misstrial Georgia 1,360,000
or continuance of the case. This|Louisiana 955,000
is a display of judicial authority | Mississippi 1,270,000
never before equalled in the| N. C. and Virginia 575,000
State. It is placing a premium |South Carolina 960,000
upon ignorance by reason of the Tennessee, Mo. & 430,000
fact that well informed m e n Texas, I.T., Okla. 2,885,000
would be denied a seat in the

jury box. This learned judge Total 10,400,000

perhaps never reasoned that it is
the enlightened, and not the ig-
norant superstitious, who
can be convinced by intelligent
and logical deductions. The well
idformed man is convinced by
the evidence in the case and not
by impressions he may have
previously formed. This as-
sumption of authority on the
part of the judge should be

A Wise Member.

Managers Berry & Leeman of
the Merkel Opera House have
secured on a guarantee C, B.
Marvin’s furiously funny musical
farce comedy,** A Wise Member,"’
presented by the original New
York cast in its entirety. This
company does not, as a rule,play
the smaller towns and it is owing

and

roundly condemned, not so much
for its curtailment of free speech
as for the dangerous precedent
which St Jury decisions
should be marked by intelligence
and not ignorance. Enlighten-

sets,

ment is the bulwark of American |

‘reedom.

* Let our farmers practice rigid

conomy next year, and prosper-

ity will heap its blessings upon |

them. Two short crops in suc-
cession is enough to discourage

even the stout hearted, but there |

is a wonderful amount of stami-
ma in the average westerner and
they won’t be downed.
every farmer has made enough
to pay for his keeping this year.
Feonomy should be the watch-
word next year.

The President’s message in

Nearly |

to their having an open date that

the theater goers of this city are |

|

|
|

'

|
|

THE

OF MERKEL

J,. T. WARREN, PRES.
G.F.WEST, VICE PRES.

CAPITAL, $30,000
FirsT NATIONAL | SURPLUS, $ 9,000

BANK

GEO. S. BERRY, CASHIER.
T.A, JOHNSON, AssST. CASHIER.

\fv A Y
/l\

Agreeable Business Relations may be Permanently Sustained
only by the exercise of a spirit of Mutual Consideration, Fair-

ness and Courtesy.

ed for the business done with us.

We try to give our friends “‘value receiv-

At the same time we want

them to know that we appreciate their patronage, as well as the
active interest they have shown in our general welfare.

Little Feet.
Two m:r feot, so small that both may
negMe
In Me ressing hand;

Tw; iwsr feet upon the untried border
4] s mysterious land;

Dimpled and soft,
tree blossoms

In April's fragrant days—

Heéw can they walk among the briery
tangles

BEdgiag the world's rough ways?

and pink as peach

Thosg rose-white feet along the doubtful
tore
bear a woman's load;
Alag! since woman has the heaviest bur-
den,
And walks the hardest road.

Love, for awhlle,
betore them
All dalnty, smooth and falr,
Wil cut away the brambies,
only
The roses blossom there;

will make the path

letting

But when the mother's watchful eyes
are shrouded
Away from sight of men,
And these dear feet are left without her
gulding,
Who shall direct them then?

How wil they be allured, betrayed, de-
luded,

Poor Mttle untaught feet?

Into what dreary mazes will they wan-
der?

What dangers will they meet?

Will they go stumbling blindly in the |

darkuess
Of sorvow's fearful shades?
Or find the upland slopes of peace and
beauty,
Whose sunlight never fades?

Wil they go tolling up ambition’'s sum-
mit,
The common world above?
Or In some nameless vale, securely shel-
tered,

. ° | y -—
to have this exceptional treat,| Wik side by side with love?
Criticisms from larger cities, es-|Some feet there be which walk life's

pecially Denver, which they
have played recently, speak in
highest terms of both company
‘and play, characterizing the lat-
‘ter as a “‘whirlwind of fun with-
out one serious moment, inter-
 spersed with music and special-
ties of a high class variety, full
of the delightful elements that
(distinguish real farce comedy
from the horse-play variety of
amusement.’’

The following is a vow which if
taken and fulfilled will go far to-
'ward broadennig any character:
‘I will subdue self; I will live for
iothers: those faculties with which
I am endowed, which were given
'me for the complete working out

-ome paragraphs is full of meat, Luf a worthy destiny, shall be de-
while in others it forms a con- veloped with a view to the up-
glomeration of words and phrases . building and uplifting of human-
that makes its digestion a seri- ity. My tho,ts shall ever soar up-
ous contemplation. From the ward and shall ever dwell on the
standpoint of a Republican «it is highest ideals.”” This will repay
perfect, but speaking from a ! anyone’s effort to memorize.
Democratic standpoint there Aa:s? Would Divide New York.

many things to be ignored. \
when this is said all is said. | Hugh McLaughlin, the veteran
“ . - 'Democratic leader in Brooklyn, in-

Merkel’s growth right now is sists that he is in earnest in sug-

pleasant contemplation for deni- gesting that New York be divided

sons of the town. It is gradual |nto two states.
and substantial, nothing mush-|je.
roomy about it.

“Whny not?” says
. Thre is money enough and

'land enough for four, but two will
——r-

In cont;mpldtiﬂg the .preducts “do. The fa.rmcrs of New York de-
to be cultivated next year don’tmaf‘d the right to govern the state,
roverlook the hog, the gl'eatost""ﬁ"le the people of New York city

money maker of them all. Plant‘p ay the taxes. If we split the state
hogs. 'in two everyone would be satisfied.

i‘Let one of them be established

Get roady to plant e\A'erything
that can be grown on the farm.

sbove Albany and the other below
‘t. Each commonwealth could then

Don’t wait for prosperity ; make 'govern itsclf according ti its own
it yourself. |\deas.”

-

track unwounde!,
Which fied but pleasant ways;
Some hearts there be to which this
world is only
A round of happy days.

But they are few. Many there are who
wa
Without a hope or friend.
Who find thetr journey full of palns
and losses,
And loag to reach the end.

How shall it be with her, the tender
strdnger,

Falr-faced and gentle-eyed,

Before whose unstained feet the world's
rude highway

Btretches so strange and wide?

Ah! who may read the future? For our
We crave all
And pray that

darling

bigasings sweet.

g g a'y-
Ing ravens

Wil gutde the baby's feet, \
]

The Best is the Cheapest.

Not how cheap, but how good,
is the question.

The Twice-a-Week Republic is
not as cheap as are some so-call-
ed newspapers. But it is as
cheap as it is possible to sell a
first-class newspaper. It prints
all the news that is worth print-
ing. If you read it all the year
round, you are posted on all the
important and interesting affairs
of the world. It is the best and
most reliable newspaper that
money and brains can produce-—
and those should be the distin-
guished traits of the newspaper
that is designed to be read by all
the members of the family.

Subseription price, $1 a year.
Any newsdealer, newspaper or
postmaster will receive your
subscription, or you may mail it
direct to

The Repubi'ic,
St. Louis, Mo.
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hill L \ave a

fine boy at their home, born
Monday.

MERKEL OPERA HOUSE.

ONE MERRY NIGHT..... D EC 13
SATURDA Y... . .
i MARVIN'S

FURIOUSLY FUNNY MUSICAL FARCE COMEbY’

A WISE MEMBER

“You HavE

WHIRLWIND OF FUN
CYCLONE OF MIRTH

JILED A’ GOOD THING

*

PRETTY GIRLS
CATCHY MUSIC

- ™

A

This Company comes or an Absolite. &

TORNADO of LAUGHTER CLEVER PEOPLE

‘antee --an Attraction of REAL MERIT.

Seats on sale at Burroughs & Mann’s Drug Store. Don’t mis8s it®

Great Streot Camnival

Abilene, Texas

DECEMBER 18, 19, 20, '02

Pain’s Famous Manhattan Beach
Fire Display, Free Each Night. Side

Shows and Opera Attractions Galore.
Railroad Excursion Rates and Spe-
cial Trains From the West.

Love and Home.

The affection that binds a man
to the place of his birth are essen-

every innate feeling.
implanted in his bosom along

with life, and are modified by | : :
circumstance which he |men united into masses.

every

to the end of his existence. The
sentiment which, in the breast of
any one man, is an instinctive
fondness for the spot where he
draw his early breath, oecomes

encounters from the beginning1

The love of country, the love of
the village where we were born, :{
the field where we first press

tial to his nature and follow the|With our tender footsteps, of the

. |
same law as that which governs
They are

hillock which we first climbed, are
the same affection. Only the latter
belongs to each of us separately

the first can be known but | k
It is
founded upon every advantage
which a nation is supposed to pos-
sess, and is increased by every

improvement which it is supposed
to receive.—Selected.

Liquid Véﬁéer, makes old

things new. Best thing for

by the progress of mankind and
Furniture, Pianos, Bicycles,

the formation of society, a more

enlarged feeling and expendsinto

the noble pasgion of patriotism.

Carriages, fine woodwork, eto.,
at Browning’s.



A Million Voices

Safe, swift and sure is the
proper description of Cheatham’s

Laxative Tablets. Cure colds in
a day. Can be carried in vest
pocket. KEasy to take. Guar-
anteed. Price 25c.

Sam Jones' lectures this year
abound in wit and wisdom of a
high order and are free from any
feature to which the faint-heart-
ed can object. His appearance
here wil] afford an opportunity
to hear him which you may never
have again, and the dollar spent
in this way is returned with in-
terest. Few towns Merkel’s size
have been honored with a visit
._from this greatest of all lecturers
and divines.

At Opera House Friday night,
Dec. 12. Seats on sale at Bur-
roughs & Mann’s drug store at
$1.00 each.

Photo’s—All kinds,
stamps up to 16x20.

days and Saturdays.
tf Barnhill and Wife,

Sam Sheppard and Selma Rus-
sell returned last week from
s Arizona. They seemed glad to
< get back again. There’s no
place like home, anyway, es-
pecially when that home is in

Merkel.

Rev. Sam Jones lectured at
the auditorium of the City Hall
last night. He was not only elo-
quent, but wag original. He did
not think as other men did. He
does not think as other men do.
Solomon said there was nothing
new under the sun, but Solomon
in all hls glory never saw or
heard Sam Iuneu ——l)allas News.

from
Open Fri-

Dlstnm Court

The special term of district
court convened here Monday
with Judge S. P. Hardwicke pre-

siding. The civil docket was
taken up and three cases dis-
pased of as follows: s v B
Viman vs. G. M. Lowe et al,
aspass to try title, judgment
laintiff.
s. Z. E. Ebbersol vs. A. L.
sol, divorce, granted.
« =Carpio vs. Mattie
.10, divorce, granted.
Following orders were made on
e criminal docket:
State vs. Thomas Landreth,
gft, passed to third week.
State vs. G. R. Pettis, murder,
ssed to second week.
State vs. J. C. Coons, arson,
ssed to third week.
State vs. W. B. Craig, dispos-
r of mortgaged property, bond
luced to $200 and pasdsed for
2 term.
State vs. S. L. Patterson, mur-
r, continued for term.
Judge Hardwicke was elected
preside in the absence of
«dge Lindsey, whose health
wuld not permit his attendance.
luidge G. H. Goodson of Coman-
e will be here Monday to take
dge Hardwicke’s place.—News.

an editor is a millionaire with-
, money, a congressman out of
ob, a king off a throne. He
nstructs without saw or ham-
er, builds railroads without
‘kes or rails, and farms with-
a plow. He runs a butcher
n in the journalistic world,
's out brains cheap for cash
“edit. He loves those who
.avertise with him as he loves
himself. The editor is a teacher,
a lawyer, a preacher, and he
sends out truths to save souls
and gets lost himself. He heals
the wounded, cares for the dying,
and rescues the perishing and
es himself when a ham
'mﬂch would jerk him from
the jaws of death.—Ex.

For nice, fresh groceries cheap
see

Chenault & Hand,

o}

N.|

Could

hardly express
thanks of Homer Hall, of West
Point, L.a. Listen why: A se-
vere cold had settled on his

lungs, causing a most obstinate
cough. Several physicians said
that he had consumption, but
could not help him. When all

thought he was doomed he began |

to use Dr, New Discovery
“1¢

and saved

King's
for consumption and writes—
completely cured me
my life. [ now weigh 227 1bs.”
It’s positively guaranteed for|
coughs, colds and lung troubles.
Price 50c and $1.00.  Trial bot- |
tles free at Rust & l’nlmrd 8.

Rey

. Young, the new
pit Sunday, morning
His sermons created
comment
delighted with him. Rev. Young's

family has arrived from a visit
east end are snugly domiciled a,
the parsonage, where a warm |
welcome aw diwd them,

The Mail was informed over
the phone Saturday evening that
C. M. Largent was seriously af-|
flicted, but later reports only
went to show that he was hilar-
iously celebrating the advent of
a 12-pound boy, who had taken
up permanent quarters
ranch. We hope he

and night.

will live

over it, and extend mngratula-i

tions.

G. W.

down and remodel
and it
southeast corner of the French
block. The changes as ontem- |

plated will give him a nice home,

Bernie Hfll and a young man |
by the name of Walker, who
lives at Trent, became
in a difficulty Saturday evening|
in whlch the former was hit over

the head with a billiard cue antl'

considerably bruised up. ludge
Wheeler refereed the last ruund
by assessing the usual fine and
trimmings to ease the court’s
wrath.

J. T. Warren moved into his
new store building Thursday
now has things about straighten-

ed out. It is a pleasure to do|
business in such comfortable|
quarters.

If you like a good cup of (_‘offcel

try one of our buckets for $1.00.
J. T. Warren.

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Tracy were in
from the ranch Saturday.

About 3,000 bales of cotton
have been weighed at the yard
so far this season, which is
practically the bulk of the crop.
Perhaps 4,000 will be the limit,
against about 3,600 last season.
This goes to show that the aver-
age yield per acre will be about
the same as last year, though
when the increased acreage is
consideredit will fall a little short.
However, feed crops were im-
mense, and farmers generally are
in better shape than they were a
year ago.

Great Street Carnival.

Abilene is going to have a
grand street carnival Dec. 18, 19
and 20. Pains Famous Man-
hattan Beach Fire Display will
be given free each night. Num-
bers of side show attractions
have been engaged and the city
will be alive with fun. Special
trains will be run into Abilene
from Big Springs each morning
and tickets for round trip will be
sold at reduced rates. This
wonderful fire exhibit is worth
going hundreds of miles to see.
Make your arrangements to
spend a couple of days at the
carnival.

Metho- |
dist preacher, occupied the pul- |

favorable |
and the church see ma"

at the |

Boyce is moving his|
house to town, which he will tvur.
generally, |
is to be erected on the|

ln\nl\ wi'

and |
’}lunt s Cure.
l Guaranteed,

. 0000000000000000000

New House! New Goods!
...0ld Stand....

We are glad to state that we are back
on our old stand once more for business.

Before we ask for more bnsiness we
want to thank the people of Merkel and
surrounding country for the business giv-
en us on this corner heretofore. We ap-
preciate, too, their trade this year, though
were not in a position to take care of it as
we would like to have done. We have the
room now in which to carry more goods,
can buy in larger quantities, and get the
benefit of quantity prices, which is quite
an item. We would like a share of your
business.

We deal in good, honest merchandise
at a reasonable profit, and extend all fa-
vors consistent with sound business.

J. T. WARREN.

My friend, are you suffering

from any painful and annoying

skin disease, such as ringworm,
| time

tetter,
{lar?

eczema or anything simi-
If 8o, just try one box of

It never fails.
Price uO«

You cannot afford to trifle \\xth,

a cough. It may result in some
serious if not fatal malady. Take
by the forelock and use
Simmons’ Cough Syrup. Guar-
anteed. Price 25 and 50c.

Nice line of jewelry. at Bur-

We have a fine grcen Pea,ruughs & Mann’s going cheap.

' 1bs.to S1.
l T. Warren.

| Berry coffee at 7

Stookholders Meetmg
The stockholders of the First

are hereby notified that the reg-
ular meeting of the stockholders
of said bank for the election of
directors for the ensuing year,
and such other business as may
come before it, will be held at
office of said bank in Merkel,
Texas, Tuesday, January 13th,
A. D., 1803,
Respectfully,
GEO. S. BERRY, Cashier.

Will Provine came in from the
Panhadle last week.

Mesdames Dr. Leeman and J.
L.. Mann went to Abilene Satur-
day.

Geo. S. Berry and T. J. Coggin
went to Abilene Sunday.

Manager Thompson of the
“Wise Member,’”” an opera troup
of 10 members which is playing
in all of the large cities, was in
Merkel Saturday ar e made ar-
rangements for the presentation
of the play here next Saturday
night. This will be the smallest
town the company has ever
booked, and everybody should
attend the performance.

Best assortment of gloves we
have ever shown, lined and un-
lined.

J. T. Warren.

B .

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand

:g(»‘)ds for sale take them to J. C.
iWatkinq
National Bank of Merkel, Texas,

For a lxmnted umo we offer 5

sacks of Peace-Maker Flour for,

85 or 10 sacks for $10.
cash,

Spot
J. T. Warren.

Anything in the drug or drug-

Mann’s. ‘ R

See our Ime of dress shirts
We carry McDonalds.
J. T. Warren.

Go to Burroughs & Mann’s for
high grade flavoring extracts.
Nutmeg, mace ginger, pepper,
ete.

'dust and

1If you want Watches,
gist sundry line at Burroughs &;
| Silverware, etc., see Ustick.

Caesar Conquored Britain.

Malaria was conquered by
Simmons’ Liver Purifier (tin
box.) Protected from moisture,
insects. Clears the
complexion, cures constipation,
aids and corrects action of the
liver.

Don’t buy your holiday goods
until you inspect our stock; it
will interest you. Will bc opened
up soon.

Burroughs & Mann.

Picturesy, size 16x20, with 4
inch frames, only $1.25 at
Browning’s.

Lots of new goods to show you.
Rings,
Charms, all kinds of Buttons,

All odors, highs

Perfumery:
est grades at Burroughs &
Mann’s.

Snowdrift—the best lard com-
pound made—can be found only
at Chenault & Hand’s. Try a
pail.

A PLACE

Get our Prices.

MERKEL, TEXAS.

FOUND!

NEW GOODS
We are putting in a complete stock of

Groceries at the Warren old stand. We
are making close prices. All our Groceries

are high grade, one price to all, spot cash.
Phone 25.

MAXWELL & SONS.

FOR OUR

x

2
b 8" T
e
e Xig



THEDFOR:

BLACK-DRAUGHT
THE ORIGINAL

% Qresmeronunetetng) WVD.
@ * (

§ * [LIVER MEDICINE

AR cacuaani®

A sallow complexion, dizziness,
biliousness and a coated tongue
are common indications of liver
and kidney discases. Stomach and
bowel troubles, severe as they are,
f:i\-' immediate warning by pain,
at liver and kidney troubles,
though less painful at the start, are
much harder to cure, Thedford’s
Black-Dranght never fails to bene-
fit diseased liver and weakened kid-
neys, It stirs up the torpid liver
to throw off the germs of t‘ewr and
ague, It is a certain preventive
of cholera and Bright's disease of
the kidneys. With kidneys re-
infur‘ ed ‘-) 'l”lIM“'()r!‘.S Bl&(‘l\
Draught thousands of persons have
dwelt immune in the midst of yel-
low fever. Many families live in

rfect health and have no other
than i‘ln'\]for(]'s Black-

It isalways on hand for
an emergency and saves
expensive calls of a doctor.

Mullins, S. C., March 10, 1901,
| have used Thediord's Black-Draught
for three years and | have not had to go
to a doctor since | have been uking?t.
It is the best medicine for me that is
on the market for liver and kidney

\roubles and dyspepsia and other

complaints Rev. A. G, LEWIS.

doctor
Draught
use in
many

Brink.

*I know I would have long ago
been in my grave,’”” writes Mrs.
S. H. Newsom, of Decater, Ala.,

Saved at Grave's

“if it had not been for Electric
Bitters. For three years I suf-
fered untold agony from the
worst forms of indigestion,

waterbrash, stomach and bowel
dyspepsia. But this excellent
medicine did me world of good.

Since using it [ can eat heartily
and have gained 35° pounds.”
For indigestion, loss of appetite,
stomach, liver and kidney
troubles Electric Bitters are a

positive, guaranteed cure.
50c at Rust & Pittard’s.

Only

Sick
Slood

Feed pale girls on Scott’s
mulsion,

We do not need to give all
why  Scott’s

-mulsion restores the strength
ad flesh and color of good
alth to those who suffer
..om sick blood.

The fact that it is the best
.cparation of Cod Liver Oil,
1 in nutrition, full of healthy
'mulation is a suggestion as
why it does what it does.

Scott’s Emulsion presents

od Oil at its best,
s1llest strength, least in

Me.

Young women in their
" tecns  are permanently cured

- the peculiar disease of the
wod which shows itself in
diness, weaknessand nervous-
ess, by regular treatment
with Scott's Emulsion.

It 1s a true blood food and
4 naturally adapted to the cuff
of the blood sickness from
which so many young women
suffer.

We will be glad to sesid
a sample to any safferer.

e reasons

Liver
n

Be sure that this picture
the form of a label is on t
wrapper of every bottle
Emulsion you buy,

SCOTT & BOWNE,
Chemists,

409 Pearl St, New York.

The Pride of Heroes.

Many goldiers in the last war
wrote to say that for scratches, |
bruises, cuts, wounds, corns, |
sore feet and stiff joints, Buck-
len’s Arnica Salve is the best in
the Same for burns,|
scalds, boils, ulcers, skin vrup-}
tions and piles. It cures or no
pay. Only 25c at Rust & Pit-|
tard’s..

world.

You can pay $5.00 for a Hat
and be no better satisfied than |
with a HAWLES for $3.00. 4t

" J. T. MoUNT,
Abilene, Texas.
Advertised Letters.

Following letters remain un-|

'called for in the Post Office at|
| Merkel, Texas, and if not called |

Dead Let=|
When call-

for will be sent to the
ter office Dec. 1.

ing for them please state adver- |

|

' Salt Lake City, writes: ‘I have |
| beeu bothered with dyspepsia or|

tised. i
Marrie R. Wrrr, P. M.
Cordill, W T |
Gardener, John i
MeDaniels, Will ]
Murphy, M A !
Moore,J T
Rodrigz, Benito
Shields, J L
Thurman, M H

He Found a Cure.
R. H. Foster, 318 S. 2d Street|

indigestion for 21 years have tried |
many docters with relief, but I|
have found a cure in Herbine. I|
recommend it to all my friends|
who are afflicted that way, and |
it is curing them too. 50c at
Rust & Pittard’s. ;

We are sole agents for the cel- '
ebrated HAWES Hats. The lat-|
est novelties in the Alpine and
Derby. 41

J. T. MOUNT.
Abilene, Texas. |

No equal on earth has Hunt’s|
Lightning Oil for rheumatism
and neuralgia, as well as sprains, |
cuts, burns, bruises, and insect|
bites and stings. Guaranteed. |
Price 25 and 50 cents.
\

Sam Jones’ Date Canoelled.

Cartersville, Ga., Dec. 12, 1902.

Geo. S. Berry:
of brother and my sickness makes
postponement of lecture neces-
sary. Sam P. Jones.

The above telegram is self-
explanatory. And now for a few
remarks in the premises.

Last August Mr. Berry con-
tracted with the Southern Ly-
ceum Bureau for the appearance
of the attractions, which have
heretofore been announced. The
first attraction owing to sickness
was unable to fulfill its engage-
ment as advertised, but appeared
a day late. From the above it
will be seen that the second at-
traction has been postponed. In
explanation we can only say that
it is through no fault of the Bu-
reau nor of the management that
the attractions were not pulled
off. Therefore the criticisms,
past and present, which the
management have been compell-
ed to put up with, are uncalled
for, to say the least.

Mr. Berry has written the Bu-
reau, and will announce either
a future date of Jones’ appear-
ance, or a cancellation of the en-
tire course. In the event of the
latter, all tickets which have been
sold will be redeemed in cash.

Some of the young men are
endeavoring to organize a brass
band and will soon give an en-
tertainment to help meet the ex-
pense of the organization. There
is plenty of talent in Merkel.
Encourage the move,

Plenty of bran and corn chops

at J. P, Sharp & Co.’s.

ALWAYS BUY THE BEST.,

THE BEST GOES FARTHEREST

And when combined with Low Prices you have a
combination that will win out.

In making our selections for this season we were careful in
getting dependable goods only. It is best to buy thekbest, wor- _

thy goods at worthy prices.

Two things that have made this

store the most popular in this country: First, all that is latest,
all that is good you find here. Second, our prices are absolute-

ly the most reasonable. :-:

Come to us and let usjverify these

statements to your own satisfaction. We can do it easily.

Our Prices Are Right!

Our Goods Are Right!

Handsome Premiums Free.

We have filled a pint jar with beans and the first person
guessing the number of beans the jar contains will ;get the
premium, a ladies’ watch, 25 year case, 15 jewel Waltham
movement. Every purchase amounting to $1 entitles you

to a guess.

In addition to this, with every 256¢ purchase of

Dry Goods, Clothing, Shoes, etc., we give a coupon which

is redeemable in Holiday Queensware.

Look at them.

Yours for Fall Trade,

J. P. Sharp & Co.

Coughing Spell Caused Death.

Duckwell, aged 25

‘“‘Harry

years, choked to death early yes- |

terday morning at his home, i1n

|the presence of his wife and

| child.
Sudden death |

He contracted a slight
cold a few days ago and paid
but little attention to it. Yes-
terday morning he was seized‘
with a fit of coughing which con- |
tinued for some time. His wife |

|

Ballard’s Horehound Syrup

Immediately relieves hoarse,
croupy cough, oppressed, rat-

tling, rasping and difficult
breathing. Henry C. Stearns,
druggist, Shullsburg, Wis.,
writes, May 20, 1901: ‘I have

been selling Ballard’s Horehound
Syrup for two years, and have
never had a preparation that has
given better satisfaction- I no-

gent for a physician but befnreftice that when I sell a bottle,

he could arrive, another cough- |
ing spell came on and Duckwell
died from suffocation.—St. Louis |

Globe-Democrat, Dec. 1, 1_901.";
Ballard’s Horehound Syrup!
would have saved him. 25, 50c¢|

and $1.00 at Rust & Pittard’s.

A bran new Davis sewing
machine worth $65 for sale for

835 cash or good note. Time to
suit purchaser. Call at this of- |
fice. tf

Those Who Love Us.
Under this head will be given,
each week, a list of subscribers
who have paid their subscrip-
tions to The Mail. It will answer
as a receipt:
J. C. Crowell, Paragould, Ark.,
by Mrs. Warnick, $ .50
C L. MeNees, Merkel 1.00
S D Marlow, * ~1.00
D E Compton, * 1.25
G W Boyce, * .00
J H Thornton, Abilene 1.00
Olan Balch, Venus b0
J B Ferrier, Merkel 1.00

J C Brown, “ 1.00
H B Chambless ‘¢ 1.00
W A Moon - 1.00

W A Barnhill, “ 1.00
S P Martin, " 1.25
W A Campbell * 1.00
Miss Mattie West, Tenn., 1.00
by WAC
Get your name on this list,

they bome back for more. I can
honestly recommend it. 25¢, 50c¢
and $1.00 at Rust & Pittard’s.
Holiday Goods.
Don’t buy holiday goods until
you have examined our stook.

It is the largest and best we have
ever carried.
Rust & Pittard.

Rev. Joe Jones, brother of Rev.
Sam P. Jones, died in Georgia
Sunday. Many of our people
will remember him, he having

held a meeting in this county a
few years ago.

Corn! Corn! A car to arrive
at J. P. Sharp & Co.’s next week.

A Happy-Making Gift.

Sunshine is surely one of the
best gifts of nature. Itis beau-
tiful in itself, as the gold of the
land of Havilah and of Ophil,
and it makes beautiful all that
it touches. It is beneficient be-
yond measure,’ purifying, heal-
ing, life-giving and reviving.
All things animate and inani-
mate, rejoice in its cheer. The
night has passed, the clouds on
the mountain side have gone, the
mists and fogs of the valley flee
away. It clears the air so that
one sees 8o far and distinctly. It
is opening our rosebuds and ge-
raniums in the borders with a
glad surprise. It comes into the
chamber to help the healing of
the sick one and cheer his anxious
heart. ‘“‘Light is good for the
eyes and a pleasant thing it is to

ik ‘
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behold the sun.”

Suhnshine in human chr
is a happy and a happy-
gift. What a blest?ig%
cheerful friend! He goes
tling or singing to his work :
does better work for his che
fulness. He does not add to
burdens by a gloomy face.
our sunshine comes from a he
at rest, and there is a conscie
clear, and faith that opens
door for the light of God, il
real, and pure and lasting. Th
is always a bright side. en
seek the gladness of wh
ever comes in life and go sing
all our days, from a deep, sw
well of love and joy that God .
opened in the heart. This
God’s will for us all! *‘Light
sown for the righteous and gl
ness for the upright in heart.’
Central Presbyterian. !

League Program-

Subject—Our Fellowship, 1
133:1-3, I Cor. 12:12-27.

Leader—W. L. Harkrider.

Song and prayer.

Scripture lesson by leader.

Song.

Reading—I Sam. 18:4—M
Duncan Browning, II Cor. 6: 1
18—Miss Nannie O’Zee, Luke J
1-6, 17-20—Miss Laura Hed,
Phil. 4:1-9 Miss Allie Jennir
Acts 4:32-37—Comer Clay
John 1:1-7—Miss Eva Wilk

Song. Y

Goodness of Fellowship—Miiss
Edith Ereemon.

Pleasantness of Fellowship—
Miss Eva Merchant,

Fruitfulness of Fellowship—
Miss Effie Barnes. A

Mise

Strength of Fellowship-
Clara Browning.

Paul’s Argument for Fellow-
ship—Mrs. Sewell.

Song.

Benediction by leader.
December 14th, 1902,
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gardless of what it cost.

ur $60,000 Stock of brand New Dry Goods, Clothing, Boots and Shoes must be sold, yes sacrificed, re-
We have bought too many goods, are overstocked and in order to turn
them into MONEY we are going to sacrifice them. This enormous stock was bought when “Cotton
e | Prospects were better: "we anticipated a 30,000 bale crop, tho it will not reach more than half that,
‘ and so our object of this sacrifice sale is to turn our goods into CASH.

whether we sell at cost or below.

It matters nothing to you
“Our loss is your gain;” we figure this way, that we would rather

take cost and less than cost on many articles, rather than carry them over until next season. Remember
this is no FAKE SALE, FLIM FLAM nor BLUFF, but we mean exactly what we say, we must turn our stock
into money regardless of value. We have closed our Books and most positively will not Charge goods to
any one until after Jan. 1, 1903. Not only a few LEADERS as a bait, but every article in our store is a
LEADER. Our aim is not to make money, all we want to do, and must do, is to turn our stock :into CASH
regardless of what it COST. Read carefully the Price List below. BRING PRICE LIST WITH YOU and

see if what we say is not the truth. Remember this sale lasts until Jan. 1, 1903.

Staple Department

Read carefully the sacrifice
price in this department;compare
them with our competitors’ cost
price and see if we don’t offer
them for less.

5000 yds calico, all standard
brands, such as Simpson, Garn-
ers, American Indigo, in factany
piece of calico in our store, go at
sale price 3'ec

5000 yds L L brown sea island
domestic, full yard wide, weighs
4 yds to the lb, goes at sale
price 3hec

2000 yds zephyr ginghams and
toll du norde, no better ginghams
made, former price 12's, sale
price 8¢

2000 yds Amoskeag ginghams
in apron checks and dress styles,
are cheap at 8’z c, sale price bc¢

50 yds table oil cloth in colored
white and marble, former price
20, sale price 12%c

1200 yds Lonsdale and fruit of
the Joom domestic, was 10c, sale
price 6'ac

1500 yds ““Good as Gold” do-
mestic, yard wide and positively
no starch, was 8}s¢c, sale price 5¢c

1000 yds clover brand bleach
domestic, positively no starch,
was 6’4 c, sale price 4c

900 yds dress ginghams, new,
neat patterns, formerly sold for
7’éc, sale price . 3lee

2000 yds Outing in solid colors,
light and dark plaids, was 10c,
sale price The

1000 yds Knights finished cam-
bnc, was 82s¢, sale price, Ge

?de dress Outing, all this
lme sold for 6’¢, 7¢ and 8lc,
sale price be

10 pes 10-4 brown pepperell
sheeting, was 2b6c, sale price 17'¢

10 pes 9-4 brown pepperell,was
22’z ¢, sale price 16¢c

b pes 10-4 bleached pepperell,
was 22'¢, sale price 18%¢

b pes 9-4 bleached pepperell,
was 25c, sale price 17'e

b pes good brown sheeting in
10-4, was a bargain at 20c, sale

price 12%e¢
15 pes ACA feather tick, was
167 ¢, sale price 10¢

20 pes good mattress tick, for-
merly sald for 7'¢ and 8ec, sale
price be

1500 yds brown cotton flannel,

extra heavy quality, was 12%¢,
sale price 8 1-6¢

1500 yds brown cotton flannel,
good heavy quality, was a bar-

gain at 10c, sale price 5e

1000 yds good brown cotton
flannel, was 7' and 8¢, sale
price be

1000 yds cotton crash toweling,
this is a hummer, was 6 and 7':c
sale price 3hee

50 five 1b calico rolls, this is
what is known as the $1.00 roll,

go at sale price for 5¢
Blankets and Comforts

Here is where we lose sight of
cost and value., We are over-
stocked, hence the sacrifice.

Lot 1, 8 prs white all wool 12-4
Califarnia blankets,elegant goods
andQ gdered in silk, were cheap
at 85 ®aale price 811

Lm? 20 prs white, gray and
tan, all wool 11-4 blankets, for-
mer price $10, sale price  $6.30

Lot 3, 20 prs all wool 11-4
blankets, they were beauties for
86, go at sale price $3.85

Lot 4, 15 prs all wool 10-4
blankets, extra heavy welght
were 85, ‘sale price

Lot 5, any of our all wool $4. 50
blankets go at sale price  $3.10

Lot 6, any of our all wool $3.50
blankets go at sale price  $2.35

Lot 7, any of our $2.560 blank-
ets go at sale price $1.71

Lot 8, any of our $2 white and
gray blankets go at $1.37"%

Lot 9, any of our $1.75 and
$1.50 white and gray blankets go

at $1.10
Lot 10, any of our $1.25 blank-
ets go at sale price 85¢
Lot 11, any of our $1 blankets
go at 70¢
Lot 12, any of our 75¢ blankets
go at bbe
Lot 13, any of our 50 and 65c¢
blankets go at 38¢

5 down comforts, silk F lord
tops, mercerized satteen bottom,
elegantly stitched, were $10, go
at $6.85

7 Down comforts, extra fine
quality mercerised sateen, looks
like fine satin, were 85, sale

price $3.85.
All our 83 50 cotton comforts
go at sale price for $2.20
All our $2 50 cotton comforts
go at $1.76
All our $2 comforts go at sale
price $1.27%
All our $1.256 and $1.50 com-
forts go au $1.10

All our $1 comforts go at .72¢
All our 76¢ comforts go at sale
price bbe

Clothes Department.

812,500 in Mens and Boys
clothing and overcoats that must
dacrified, as we have to have
money, and in order to reduce
this stock we are going to lose
sight of the cost and value. So
here goes, all the clothing is
bran new and bought direct from
the manufactures:

820.00 Mens Overcoats at $14.30

18 " “ 13.00
16.60 * - 11.00
15 - % 10.45
13.50 * " 9.25
12.60 * " 7.42
10 " 1 6.25
8.60 ** 9 5.560
7.50 ** - 5.05
6.50 * n 4.40
5,00 *w ® 3.85
3.0 * - 2.20
822.00 Mens Suits 15.95
20.00 " s 13.75
17.50 - g 12.65
16.50 o . 11.00
15.00 i & 10.25
12.50 " " 8.80
10.00 * g 7.52
8.50 e o 5.85
7.50 iy e 5.50
6.50 = iy 4.35
5.00 - oy 3.85
$12.50 Boys long pans suits 7.40
10.00 7.60
7.50 5.50
6.50 3.85
5.00 3.30
4.00 2.70
$7.50 Knee Pants 4.95
6.50 4.40
5.00 3.86
4.50 3.30
3.50 3.20
2.00 1.23
1.50 1.10
1.256 .85
1.00 70
5 .5b

Remember the prices above
only giveg you a faint idea of
how we are sacrificing the prices
on clothing, in addition to the a-
bove lot of clothing we have $1,-
500 invested in Mens and Boys
pants of every description that
go in this sale at a great sacri-

fice. They like everything else
must be turned into money.

Capes, Suits and Skirts.
Cloaks, Skirts and Tailor made

Abilene Dry Goods .C

Suits—here is where we are also
overstocked, and the greatest op-
portunity of your life to get a
Suit, Skir:t or Cloak at a sacrifice.
Read carefully the prices:

$20.00 Ladies Tailor Suits $14.85

17.50 11.95
15.00 9.35
7.50 5.60
10.00 Ladies Tailor Skirts 7.15
8.00 5.60
6.50 4.16
5.00 3.85
4.50 3.30
4.00 2.76
3.50 1,95
2.50 1.75
1.50 1.10
$1750 Monto Carlo Coats 11.50
15.00 9.35
12.50 8.66
8.50 5.60
7.50 Ladies New Jackets 4.15
5.00 3.856
4.50 3.30
4.00 2.85
3.50 2.25

We have a few odd lots in
Ladies Jackets that formerly
sold for $1.50, $2, and $3.50, sale
price .75, 81 and $1.385.

8750 invested in Childrens and
Misses cloaks & reefers, that must
be sold regardless of cost or
value, ask to see them.

Hat Department.

81500 in J. B. Stetson hats and
they must be sold regardless of
value, so here goes:

Our 810 Stetson Hatsgo at $7.70
8.00 6.60
6.50 4.95
6.00 4.40
5.60 4.16
5.00 3.86
4.50 3.58
4.00 2.75
3.00 Thoroughbred hats 2.20
2.50 1.58
2.00 1.38
1.50 1.10
1.25 .86

15 56
2.00 Boys hats go at 1.38
1.50 1.10
1.25 .86
1.00 70

S5 .55

.50 30

25 18.

The hats mentioned above are
all new styles and shapes. Don’$
fail to ask for them.

0., |
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Your Winter Bills...
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It is our ambition to serve the

TIME TO LOOSEN PURSE STRINGS |

and get ready for fall buying.
people well and satisty them in evey way.
We are not selling out at cost, but are here to stay and will
meet any and all prices mads; so when you get ready to make
your fall bills come in and see us, for we are making greatly re-
duced prices on everything in Dry Goods Clothing, Shoes, etc.

. 0. HAMILTON
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EASON & ROLLINS,

BARBERS

'[ Ramblings Through Mexico. ]

Bath room In connection. L

By J. L. VAUGHAN.

J

Your patronage solicited.

NATIONAL ACADEMYOF
FINE ARTS.
Room No, 7. No. 1 in this
is titled ‘“‘La Caridad Ro-

J. M. PATE, BARBER.

NORTH FRONT STREET

First class work and prompt and | Foom

polite attention to all. . :
think, is a misnomer: it should

| be called Filial Devotion. Many
| years ago | read the history of
this subject, which runs some-
dially invited to attend. thing like this: An old Roman

N. HArrISON, N. G. was condemned to prison to die

CHAS. CRAVEN, Seec. of starvation, but if he lived
|over a certain length of time he

I. 0. 0. F. LODGE

No. 355 meets every Tuesday
night. Visiting brethren cor-

H. C. WILLIANMS, 'was to be set at liberty. FHis

e daughter, a young matron, visit-

Reai tblate\dﬁ"q\ msu’ance Agem ed him every day, and the
Rl Poadis v Doedd. sl { guards would search ht"l' for
FPICE AT WARNICK’S BANK food, but found none., Still the

' prisoner lived on and was finally
set at liberty, all wondering at
the vitality of the old man. Some
thought it was a miracle, but the
secret was, the young mother
'had weaned her babe and from
DR- J- W- L'TTLE, 'her breast the father had drawn
) Resident Dentist. | sufficient nourishment to sustain
life. » picture is r  Luis

EXAMINATIONS FREE — OFFICE IN l,l“ The H ])lk‘lUl‘( is by Luis
Conroy. No. 6, “Cortez Before

FRRIER BUILDING.

Moctezuma,”” by J. Ortega, is
! . -
'very fine. The barbaric splendor

2 LE-EMAN &ﬁKlNG’ 'of the Aztec gourt no doubt ex-
-.hYSlClaDS & PUrgeons .ited the cupidity of the Span-

Diseases of Women and Children a Specialty. [ iards. No. 14—*‘‘Brother Barto-
Ofee, BDuarroughs & Mann’'s Drug Store
" ; Protector of

the Indians,”” by J. Porra. On
the bank hills of the Banco de

G. H. RICHARDSON
Physician and Surgeon.

R , West Merkel

lone de las Casas,

-

VIORE LIVES a:t SAVED

BY USING.

: ’ : [Landres y Mexico is a small re-
W K.ng S New Dlscovery production of this fine picture.
. Bk 4 T ad aa :

Consumption, Coughs and Colds | Father, Papatzin. prosenting the
Than by All Other Throat and Toltee Prince, Tecpancaltzin,with
Lung Remedies Combined. the naw drink, Pulque,”” repre-

‘his wonderful li}'ﬁl;;';;\" l'”:lli\- ly eures Con- sents lh(‘ discuvery ”f lh(‘ ‘\IOXi-
mption, Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, wrinne: | can favorite drink in the 12th

Papesumontia, Hay Fever, Pl uri»-,\‘i LaGrippe,
I eness, Sore Cro and F ing | : :
loarseness, Sore Throat, Croup a ?&hmpmg | ('(‘Htl][‘y. The plcture is b“ J3

Cough. NO CURE. NO PAY

|
Price 50c & $1. Trial Bottles Free, | bregon.
| No. 19—a picture of *“‘St, Job.”

'The old patriarch looks like he
'might have a case of small pox.
f]f he had, then why did not
| Eliphaz the Tenanite and Bildad
the Shulite get it also?
, i No. 21—‘“An Episode of the
- Conquest,’” is anotheér picture of
Merkel Camp No. 719, W.0.W. | Spanish oppression and cruelty.
~~meets every second and fnurthEThe soldiers have invaded the
Saturday night in each month at|court of an Aztec house. A man
the 1. O. O. F. Hall. 'has just been killed in the center
¢ G. E. Comegys, C. C. of the court, while over him
John Elliott, Clerk. stands a soldier with drawn
. : (sword, the point dripping with
Favorite Famliy Remedy. 'blood. Nearby is a woman

.FOR

W. W. WHEELER,

Real Estate, Life, Fire and Tor-
nado Insurance Agent,
Notary Public.

Takes Acknowledgements, Draws up Deeds, ete.
Office in First National Bank.

¢ F}equently sobidéints cesud.in the wounded, her arm thrown across

household, which cause burns cut, her babe to protect it. Through
sprains, and bruises; for use in the open court three vultures are

such cases Ballard Snow Linimenj 5¢en approaching on outstretched

RS Tany Yosfé bosn the Wings, to feast on human flesh.

‘aonstant favorite family remedy.;A“Othﬂ soldier is looking at a

250,60¢, & $100 at Rust & Pittard, ring of gems he has found,

‘while in the background are

')_low'sﬂ\e time to advertise.

s’

ymana (Roman Charity), which, I|

|uthers - searching for hidden {(tickets.)

|

| treasure. Some Indian women |
are huddled in the corner, their |
The |

scene 1s near Cholula. !

 faces distorted fear.

by

In the library are some fine|
paintings. Just above the door!
is a large picture of the “De-!
struction of Jerusalem” by the
[talian artist Silvagni. |

I have only mentioned a very |
few of the many pictures in these |
rooms. Some of the rooms seem
80 crowded no add-
ed. In several of the rooms were |
students copying |
pictures, a face or figure, or bitf
of landscape. There are also|
some l:u",.:\-’unfinishwl pictures,
some original, others copied.|
Teachers from the students’ room |
would come in and criticise or|
give instruction. !

A commendable feature of this |
' school is the love the Mexican |
artists have for their own beauti- |
ful country. Instead of going to|
' Europe to paint landscapes or|
| copy some obscure or hackneyed |
|subject, these young artists are |
| putting on canvass views fmm‘,
| scenery that cannot be excelled |
;in the world. l
' A large picture of the founder, |
' Charles III, shows an open coun=|
'tenance and a kindly expression ;
| the most prominent feature is ;1?
| largre nose.

On the first floor are 8 rooms|
filled with statuary and piaster|
i casts, i

At the office our cameras were
restored to us. The American
with a camera has almost become
a nuisance in Mexico, invading
often the homes of the people,the
art galleries and museums, and
even the churches while services
are being held are not too sacred
for the camera fiend. Some of
them have lately overdone the
thing, and the press has taken it
up, with the result that many of
the public buildings are closed to
the camera.

The typical American traveller
is inquisitive, especially if he isa
down-easter. This is not a bad
thing unless carried to imperti-
nence. One .of our passenger
conductors, who is quite a wag,
had a lot of excursionists on his
train. Now he knows just about
enough Spanish to ask for a
drink of water. One “yankee’
stopped him and said, ‘‘Say, Mr.
Conductor, can you talk Eng-
lish?!’ “‘Naw,’’ he answered with
a drawl, and went down the car
calling ‘“‘Boletos?  Boletos!”

more can be

portions of |
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With a good Farm
i

Wagon on the place.
We realize this, and
that’s just why we
offer you the....

STUDEBAKER
WAGON . . .

It's built of high material
by master workmen...

JOHN DEERE BUGGIES,
HANCOCK DISC PLOWS,
STANDARD DISC PLOWS,
Hardware, Farm Machinery.

If you buy it here, it’s RIGHT!

| GE0. L. PAXTON,

ABILENE, TEXAS.

| SR & e e o

J. L. V.

—_—
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STRONG
TALK...

But the Truth, when we say we've

the best stock of Christmas Goods in Tex

We bought the samples which the largenor-
thern house had in Dallas to sell to Texas,
Louisiana, Indian Territory and New Mexi-
co merchants and at such figures as will en«
able us to sell at New York prices. Nothing
like it in Texas. We have the new building
across the street full of Chriqtmol Goop,
adn no two articles costing more than Jno :
dollar are alike.

___BASS BROS. DRUG

ABILENE...




