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Ingratitude.
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J. P. Sharp & Co.
We Have a Large Stock of

Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats, 
Boots, Shoes, Furnishings, 
Staple and Fancy Grocer­
ies, etc., etc.

Net till the cruel rouahenlng of the 
way

Not till the hopeleM« tiring o f the feet 
Nut till the (lu!«k and fading of the day | 

Is home must swuet. i
I

Not till uur Joy has turned to memory. { 
Not till uur hearts are wearied out | 

with fasting |
Do we lift beaten hands and cry to thee. i

Life everlasting! ^

f|î!l

We are off for the Eastern 
Markets to purchase Spring 
Goods, and upon our return 
we’ll have something to talk 
to you about. It will pay to 
keep your eye on this space.

C O N F E D E R A T E  REU N IO N .

Official Program for the Annual 
Gathering of the Old Heroes 

W ho W ore the Gray.

Following is the official pro­
gram for the Confederate Re­
union to be held in New Or^Leans 
next month:
TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 19, 10

o ’c l o c k .
Memorial service in Christ’s 

church, in memory of .leffe rson 
Davis, by the Southern Memor­
ial Association.

Meeting of delegates in con­
vention audihjrium at the fair 
grounds at 12 o’clock.

Calling the convention or­
der by General J. B. Levert, and 
address of welcome by Hon. E. 
B. Kruttschnitt, chairman of the 
executive committee.

Invocation by Rev. .1. William  
Jones, chaplain generrl United 
Confederate Veterans’ Associa­
tion.

Address of welcome by hi.K ex­
cellency W. W. Heard, gov< irnor 
of Louisianna, on behalf of the 
state.

Address of welcome by Hc»n. 
Paul Capdeville, mayor, on b e ­
half of the city of New Orleaas.

Address of welcome on beh&lf 
of the local Sons of Veterans.

Address of welcome by Rev. 
Father D. P. Lawton, S. J., to 
the Southern Mothers and Dau­
ghters of the Confederacy,. 
Southern Memorial Association, 
and the Jefferson Davis monu-| 
ment Association.

Turning the auditorium over to' 
the veterans by Hon. E. B. 
Kruttschnitt, chairman of the* 
executive committee.

Response and acceptance by" 
General John B. Gordon, com­
mander in chief Confederate* 
Veterans’ Association.

Song, “ I’m Owina Back to* 
Dixie,’’ by a selected and trained 
choir, in which the entire audi­
ence will be requested to join.

Call of states and appointmen b 
of committees on re solutions and 
credentials.

I Song, “ Old Kentuckey Home.’’ 
j  Doxology.

Afternoon, 8 o’clock— Busi­
ness session in Confederate au­
ditorium.

Reception at soldiers’ home by 
the Daughters of the Confed­
eracy, 3 to 6 p. m.

Night— Entertainment at Tu- 
lane and Crescent theatres.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20.
Morning, 10 o’clook— Busi­

ness session of veterans in the 
auditorium. ^

Promptly at 12 o’clock all busi­
ness will be suspended for mem­
orial services in memory and 
honor of Jefferson Davis and the 
Daughters of the Confederacy.

Afternoon, 2 o’clock— Busi­
ness session resumed.

Night, 9 o’clock— Grand ball 
by tlie Sons of Veterans, compli­
mentary to sp«»n3ors and maids 
of the veterans and of the Sons 
of Veterans.

THURSDAY, MAY 21.
Morning, 10 o’clock— Busi­

ness session of the convention.
Afternixm— No session, thus 

allowing opportunity to all to 
visit places of interest in the 
city.

Night, 9 o’clock— Grand ball, 
complimentary to visiting veter­
ans, their wives and daughters, 
sponsors and maids; grand 
march, to be followed by south­
ern cross drill by Memphis veter- 
.ans and young ladies.

FRIDAY, MAY 20. 
Morning, 10 o’clock— Special 

session of veterans and Sons of 
Veterans; speeches by distin­
guished members.

Alternoon, 3 o’clock— Grand 
parade of veterans and review by 
the general in cheif, assisted by 
distinguished visitors and lead­
ing ladies and gentlemen of 
New Orleans.

Formation.
First troop cavalry, Louisiana 

National Qaurd, Memphis bugle 
corps.

Company A. Confederate Vet­
erans.

Tallaho, containing one young
(Conttnu<Hl on iMt p«x«.)

Do you remember Lord Partlett?
If you do you will likewise recol­

lect that he was also called Lord 
“Shady.” He passed off this, by no 
mear.s flattering, nickname with a 
laugli whenever he was taxed with 
it, declaring that bis partiality for the 
“Shady aide of Pall Mall” was the 
fount and origin of its bestowal.

Those who were at all closely ac- 
«luaiuted with his lordship's little 
wa>s had a different explanation, and 
to see him ogling the fair ones in 
Regent street on a sunny day, hang­
ing about the stage doors of the 
musical comedy theaters, or peering 
into the faces of the little chorus 
girls on their way to and from re­
hearsal gave grounds for suggesting 
that the contention of the know-alls 
was not altogether without founda­
tion.

Lord Partlett had, indeed, a nice 
eye for the fair sex. and consequently 
when It happened one fine day that 
he lounged Into the studio of Walter I 
Bywater, to escape a shower, and I 
observed a large painting of a lady | 
clad mainly In a wreath of seaweed 
and a few Irridescent seashells. It 
was only natural that he should have 
exclaimed, as he did, what time be 
adjusted his monacle: “By Jove, By­
water, that's not at all bad."

“I'm going to send It to the abop,” 
Walter answered, vaguely indicating 
that noble pile, Burlington bouse; 
“but it's sure to be chucked. It's too 
big, and It’s too Frencby for them.” 

"What's the price?"
“Goodness only knows. Haven't 

thought about It. But. there. I’m sick 
and tired of the thing, and I shall be 
glad to get rid of It. You can have It 
for a thousand," he added, with a 
laugh.

"Done." said Partlett, quickly, “on 
one condition.”

“Honor bright?" exclaimed the as­
tonished artist, “or Is it a Joke?”

“No joke, my dear Bywater. I’ll 
buy that picture when It's finished, 
and give a thousand pounds for It j 
if you iu your turn will give me the i 
name and address of your model.” i

Bywater looked dumfounded. i
”1 can’t tell you,” he replied quick­

ly, “because I don't know. She came 
In one day, quite by chance, she was 
just what I wanted, and there you 
are. 1 know as much about her as 
the man in the moon.”

“She’ll be here this afternoon?”
“I don i know," said By water, 

scraping his i>alette furiously; “she's 
a most uncertain young party.”

“The rain seems to have stopped.” 
said Partlet. carelessly, “ I think I’ll 
be off; much obliged for the shelter. 
Bywater.”

• • • • • •
Half an hour later Mademoiselle, 

the Model, entered the studio.
She bad It to herself. Bywater had 

gone off in a cab to curse a dealer, a 
favorite form of pick-me-up which he 
indulged in when he felt low-spirited.

Profiting by his absence, Fritz, the 
studio boy, seized the occasion to run 
around the corner to toss a pal for 
cigarettes.

Slowly she disrobed, and, having 
arranged her hair, she flung a padded 
robe around her and seated herself 
in a low chair.

She had not been there many min­
utes when she felt there was some 
one else in the room.

She looked up.
Clarence, earl of Partlett. smiling 

and debonair, was standing just be­
hind her.

"Don’t be alarmed mv dear.” he 
said. In his soft, duicet tones, us n« 
seated himself In the chair he had a 
moment before vacated. “I am I » rd  
Partlett, a groat friend of Mr. By­
water’s. You may haViCLheard of me.’* 

“Mr. Bywater is not in, and— ”
"That I know,” the old earl

chuckled, “I saw him go off in a han­
som. I waa waiting in a tobaccon- 
Ist’a abop out of the rain. 1 don't want 
Brwater. I want to have a word with 
you, if I may.”

“With me?”
“Yes, my dear, with you. I waa 

mliiOK Tour portrait on canvas
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W e sell the Farrand Or- ♦  

^ gans, Mason & Hamlin, and ^ 
^ others. Also a fine line of ♦  
^ Pianos, nice line of Violins, ♦  
^ Guitars, Mandolins; strings of 
^ all kinds.

♦ Basham, Shepherd & Co. X

is saved by

BUYIN6
THE
BEST

Ogling the fair ones In Regent street 
on a tunny day.

short time ago, ana i asaea By­
water all about you.”

“And what did he say?”
“By gad, he said nothing. Couldn't 

get a word out of the follow. Very 
stupid of him. I ' lered to buy that 
picture— your picture— if he would 
give me your name and address. And 
he pretended not to know either! As 
if that would take me in."

The old man laughed quite heartily 
at his own shrewdness and penetra­
tion.

"Of course, I saw how It was at 
once,” he wont on; “he’s In love with 
you. Now, don’t deny it. I say he Is. 
That’s all right. Every artist falls in 
love with his models. It’s the usual 
thing.”

“If that is all you have to say. you 
had better go.”

“Now, don’t get angry, ray child. 
There’s no cause for It. I’m not go­
ing to interfere. It’s got nothing to 
do with mo. But Bywater’s an idiot 
to lose a thousand pounds, when half 
a dozen words might have put the 
money in his pocket. All I wanted 
the address for was to call on you 
and ask you to come out to supper 
next week. I’ve taken a fancy to you, 
you know. Funny, Isn’t it? But it’s 
true, all the same. Now, I’m getting 
up a little bohemian party. Wc are 
going down to Richmond. A bit of a 
hop, some supper and that sort of 
thing— all friends, you know, and just 
what you would like. Will you come? 
rn  look after you,” he added, coming 
a little closer to the girl.

"And if I do, what then?”
"Oh. anythin«: veu like.” lauKhed 

bis lordsnip, softly, ‘give it a name—
a frock, a bracelet— ”

”I don’t want anything for myself," 
the girl answered; "I want you to do 
Bywater a good turn. He’s a good 
fellow, and he’s awfully hard up. Buy 
his picture; buy two or three— half a 
doxen. You won’t feel it.”

“Two or three—half a .dozen I 
Whew! That’s rsthsr a wholesale

“If that is all you have to oay you had 
bol-"!' 0--

oraer. i m not made of money."
Her robe had fallen av^ay some­

what, and the old earl fixed his mon­
ocle on a white shoulder and a white 
neck, and silently gloated.

“What do you want for them?” ho 
said, waiving his hand round the 
studio, “j'ou arc the seller, yon know, 
and so you must name the price. Or,” 
he added, quickly, “suppose I make 
a bid, a sporting offer. I’ll buy five 
of those water colors in the corner— 
they are the best Bywater’s ever done 
—at a couple of hundred each and 
half a dozen kisses. And you to come 
to Richmond with me next week. 
That’s part of the bargain, the most 
Important part.” ho added, dryly.

“Going, going, gone!" exclaimed 
the girl, striking a palette with a 
big paint brush, “write out your 
check.”

The old man got up deliberately, 
went to the writing table, scribbled a 
check, and handed it to the girl.

“There, I've done my part. Now 
for yours.”

Partlett made a step forward, as 
though to clasp her in his arms.

The door opened and Bywater en­
tered.

“Walter,” said Miss Model, handing 
him the check. “Lord Partlett has 
bought those five watei colors in the 
corner at £200 each and six kisses, 
and supper with him next week at 
Richmond. It’s a l)argain. Here’s 
the check. I have agreed to tlie kisses 
and the supper, but as you arc my 
husband, my consent, of course, goes 
for nothing without yours.”

There was a muffled exclamation, 
the closing of a door, a cry of "H i! 
hansom” mitside.

Lord Partlett had gone.— Chicago 
Journal.
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Germ an Municipal Pawnshop.
' A benefleeno« to the unfortunate in 
lennan cities Is the municipal pawn­
shop
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The Merkel Mail. THe Old Sweet Way.
E D  J. L E E M A N ,  P U B L IS H E R .  

Published Every Thursday.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS :
OfflCH'
Rtwldenc©

31
r

If you know of *ny new« Item, we will conild- 
i»r It a special faTor If you will report same o 
this ofllce, either by person, letter or orer the 
’phone to either of the abore numbers.

Famous Prairie Dog Bill.

The prairie dog bill, as it pass 
ed both houses of the legislature, 
is a local option measure. The 
first s ix  sections provide for sub­
mitting the questions and hold­
ing the elections. Tne remain­
der of the bill is as follows:

Sec. 7. If a majority of the 
votes cast at such election shall 
be “ For extermination of the 
prairie dogs” the county judge 
immediately after the counting 
of the votes shall issue his pro­
clam ution declaring the results 
of the election, which proclama­
tion shall be posted at the court­
house door, and after the expira­
tion of twelve months from its 
issuance it shall be unlawful for 
any land owner or lessee of land 
in said county to allow to run at 
large any prairie dogs on any 
land owned or leased by him, and 
it shall be his duty to kill the 
same within twelve months from 
the issuance of proclamation by 
the county judge.

Sec. 9. After the issuance of 
proclamation by the county 
judge in any county declaring 
that election has been held and 
that the result was “ For ex- 
terminationof prairie dogs,” at 
the expiration of twelve months 
any owner, or lessee owning land 
in said county, who shall wil­
fully fail or refuse to kill the 
prairie dogs inhabiting his land, 
shall be liable for damages to the 
owners of contiguous land who 
have complied with the law, and 
the measure of damages are 
hereby fixed at S2.50 per month 
for each and every month that he 
permits the prairie dogs run­
ning on his lands to run at large. 
Any land owner owning adjoin­
ing lands, who has in good faith 
complied with the law and re­
moves the dogs from his lands, 
should his lands be invaded by 
prairie dogs from the adjoining 
lands, he can bring a suit for 
damages against such land own­
er, the amount of damages being 
hereby fixed at $2.50 per month, 
and such suits are to be filed in 
the courts having competent ju r­
isdiction: provided futher, that 
any party desiring to bring suit 
must notify the party from 
whom he claims damages, shall 
accure until after the expiration 
of said ninety days.

Provided, however, that in all 
cases w’here lands infested with 
prairie dogs owned by non-resi­
dents and .such lands are being 
used by some other person, or 
inclosed under the fence of an­
other who is paying the owner 
there<jf no compensation for the 
use thereof, then in all such cas­
es the duty herein imposed as 
to the extermimation of such 
prairie dogs shall devolve upon 
the person so using the land or 
lands or having the same in­
closed under his fence.

Sec. 8. The venue for all 
suits for damages under this act 
shall be situated in the county 
or precinct where the lands of 
the plaintiff are situated.

Thou has asked me if I love thee as in the days of old? 
Yea, Dear Heart, I answer, hath iny life not always told 
That I loved thee long ago— now, I love thee more—
More, a thousand fold, My Dear, than in the days of yore. 
In the ambèr tinted beauty of the .scintillating morn,
When from swiftly fleeing night a bright new day is l>orn. 
And in its gauzy garniture of opalescent white 
The dew bedecks its brow’ with a beatific light,
I liken then thy grace to the glory of the day 
And ’tis then I truly love thee in the .same old way.

Say, have you seen those Fas* 
ter eggs at Maxwell A Sons?

Dock Craven and Sam Phillips 
attended court in Nolan county 
I his week.

When noon day sun ascendeth to its zenith in the sky,
While tints are softly dropping from the arching dome on high.
To paint the grain and fruits and fUiwers near verdurelsird’d streams 
Where cattle drowse neath shady trees,w’hile placed nature dreams; 
Then it is I think of thee as Queen of full-orbeil day,
And midst noon-tide glow 1 love thee in the same old W’ay.

Texas Farm Produce.1
The following figures, prepared 

by State Statistical Agent Oswald 
Wilson, for the United States de­
partment of agriculrure, are 

, based on reports for 1902, and 
showing the relative |>o8ition of 

, Texas to the other States, give a 
highly satisfactory results.

I Texas makes gains in several of 
! the moat important products: 

Texas ranks in the United 
I States:
i 1. In cotton production.

In rice production.
In sugar cane production. 
In corn acreage.
In vegetable production. 
In oat acreage.
In fruit production

Jos. H. 
W A R N IC R

Banker

2.
4.
b.
10.
1 2 .
20.

When ev’ning’s ruby rt)be is girt with peaceful quietude,
And tenderly the mother bird is nestling o’er her brood;
When in the ruddy western sky low drops the living stream 
Which, sinking, sets the trembling lights of heaven’s shore agleam, 
O, how my throbbing heart’s w’ide diM)r doth open for thy sw'ay,
Ah, then I know I love thee in the Old Sweet Way.

— Solon L. Gixide.
7,r>00,000

»SOME PERTINENT FACTS.
It is understood a few’ have raised the question of teachers’ 

salaries as a basis for opposing the special school tax, claiming that 
the salaries are Us» high and that they should be reducesJ and the 
money used to lengthen the school term. This is good argument if 
the people want a third class scIkmiI, but otherwise— nit. A go<»d 
teacher and a short term is preferable to a sorry teacher and a long 
term. A g<x)d teacher w’ill not teach on a small .salary, for there 
are hundreds and thousands of communities waiting to caU’h such 
men. It must als*> be remembertH.1 that if the tax is defeated the 
term w’ill be cut down to less than five months, and that in that 
event no teacher of any reputation would accept the jsisition, even 
on an increased salary. Teachers are employetl by the year, but 
are paid only by the term at so much per month; hence the teacher 
who accepts a five months* term sch<M>l on a salary of $90 per 
month w’ould earn only $450 per year or $.87.50 per month. Now 
can a teacher afford U» accept such a sch<K)l? \o.

In this connection we heard an argument propounded by one 
opposing the tax, who casually remarked that if we had g*M>d 
teachers they were derelecd in their duties, and he pointer! U» three 
boys who were hiding about a lx»x car, with the remark that they 
were “ playing h<X)ky.’’ The Mail to<»k particular pains to investi­
gate the matter, and this is what we learned : The teacher had no­
ted the absence of the lx»ys ami wrote their parents a note request­
ing a statement as U> why they were absent. One was excused be­
cause he “ felt sick,’’ another was allowed to stay at home and help 
his mother, while the other was laying out without any excuse, and 
he w’as punished. So much for that argument(?).

It has been .said that the town and not the country will be ben­
efited by the tax. Let’s see if that’s the case. If the tax carries 
every man will be required to j>ay $2.50 on the $1,000 valua­
tion, and how many tax payers outside of the town assess their 
property for more than $1,000? The man with a mule and six 
children will pay 12c tax, while the tax on the man with no children 
and considerable pn>perty will be several dollars. Where does the 
poor man’s burden come in? Is he “ burdened’’ because the non 
resident pays the tuition of his children?

When such financiers as T. ,J. Coggin, Geo. S. Berry, J. T. 
Warren, J. O. Hamilton, l.)r. Warnick, and scores of others favor 
such a move as this you can w’ager there is no burden attachment.

We could give hundreds of g(M)d reasons why we should keep 
up this tax (which we have been paying all along), but not one why 
it should be killed. The writer has no children in the scholastic 
age, hence has no nest to feather. But we realize that much is at 
stake, and that to kill the tax is to kill the school, and that a dead 
school W’ill cause everything to depreciate in value. The Mail, 
however, has faith enough in the wistlom and foresight of the peo­
ple of this community to justify the assertion that the tax w’ill carry

524.
Total value poultry 

and bees
Total dairy products 

consumed in the 
farm and sold

Total W(K>1 and mo­
hair

Total live stock con­
sumed (estimate 50,000,000

W. H. DUNNING , Cash.

15,000,000
i

1,500,000!

Total $258,180,524

Plymouth | 
Rock eggs 
for hatch- 
i n g from 
t h e  best | 
b lo o d e d !  
stock i n ! 
the we.st, 
at $1 per 

Call on or address
W. A. Barnhill, 

The Photographer, Merkel, Tex .'

setting.

Jacks— Stallion.

I have two good Jacks, both 
proven breeders, that will make 
the season at my ranch; $7.50 to 
insure w’ith foal. Also good 
drafthorse, $5.00 to insure with 
foal.
2t R. F. Tracy.

Our goods a r e  
positively all NEW  
goods, and after 
studying 2 weeks 
in the best western 
market can assure 
our customers they 
are strictly up-to- 
date. Being an ex­
clusive millinery 
house, we appreci­
ate the patronage 
of the people of the 
town and country.

Mrs. HOOPLE, I»•
M. J. P A T E ,

Tonsorial Artist and 
Cranium Manipulator

Daily Hack Line

P’rom Merkel to Abilene. Leaves 
Merkel at 0 a. m., arrives at A b ­
ilene 9 a. m., in time for morning 
train; leave Abilene at 4 p. m. 
after arrival of evening train and 
arrive at Merkel 7 p. m. Round 
trip $1.00, one way 75c. First 
class accommodations for 10 to | 
12 passengers.

Hack starts Monday, April 13. 
tf J. H. Hughes 4 Co.

First class barber work guar*
anteed. Give me a trial.

Try a sack of Wedding 
flour at Maxw’ell & Sons.

Bell

by an overwhelming majority. The farmer.s of this school district
are above the average in intelligence, and they will not take away 
the schooling fo their children in this way and depriv’e them of this 
means of securing an education.

T H e  C o u n try  in G o o d  Sh ap e .

R. F. Tracy, one of our most prosperous ranchmen and farmers, 
after visit to all parts of the Merkel Country, gives it ns his opinion 
that the country is in better shape now’ than ever before at this time 
of year. Stock of all kinds weathered the winter in fine shape, and 
there were very few’ losses. Grass is good and cattle fat, while 
farm prospects are away up in G. Mr. Tracy expects this to be a 
banner year all around.

Messrs. Tracy and Hoople has just delivered on the track here 
a car of unbranded mules, J. C. Sch»H* of Chambersburg, Mo., be­
ing the purchaser. This makes 3<fJ head of horses and mules 
which they have shipped out since I >ec. 20, and they say there are 
but very few left that are on the ma ket. Within a very few years, 
possibly months, the horse and muly market will take a decideil 
rise. Even now it shows an advance over last year. Our stockmen 
should take this to heart, improve meir herds, increase them, and, 
be ready for the increased prices v(hich is sure U> follow this short-! 
age. Good horses always comman-J g(K»d prices. j

Cast your ballot for the schr lax and a gtM)d school.

We are prepared to do plating, 
such a.s knives, forks, spoons, 
etc. Call at Maxw’ell’s or Brown­
ing’s store and see samples. 
Mesdames Browning & Maxwell.

One of the nicest and best store 
buildings in the tow’n is that of 
W. P. Bmwning, just completed, 
and their stock of furniture, etc., 
will compare favorably with that 
of any firm in Northwest Texas. 
The building is a single story 
brick structure 50x05 feet, with 
high w’alls, and is arranged for a 
double deck. The interior is 
w’ell arranged and presents a 
very attractive appearance, and | 
when the goods are properly dis­
played there w’ill be few’ hand­
somer stores in this country. 
Brow’ning <t Co. started in busi­
ness on a small scale, but by fair 
and honorable business methods 
and courteous treatment to all 
have built up a large and lucra­
tive business. Go and see them 
in their new home. You are as­
sured a hearty, generous w’el- 
oome and honest treatment in 
every instance.

Why has Maxwell 4 Sons sold 
so many groceries? Because 
they sell the best goods for the 
least money.

Nothing has ever equalled it. 
Nothing can ever surpass it.

Dr. King’s 
New Discovery

For C l
'MaimPTIOIl Me« 

OVOHSMkd (.T S T m  OLDS ** •

A Perfect For All Throat and
Cure: Lung Troubles.

Money b«ck If It fails. Trial Bottlas firaa.

Five head of broke horses for 
sale.'
2t F. B. Hoople.

Try some of Weston’s famous 
coffees at Maxwell 4 Sons.

There is a vast amount of gen­
uine comfort in the vicinity of 
Burroughs 4 Mann’s soda fount.

Photos.

We are still moking photos at
old stand for Ic each and up, and 
open every day (except Sunday). 
We w’ork as cheap as anyone re­
gardless of prices.

Barnhill 4 wife.

For Sale— Full blooded Silver 
Lace Wyandott eggs, $1,15 per 
13 delivered at Merkel.
4t F. C. Powell,

Noodle Texas.
A fire occurred at the Texas 4 

Pacific shops at Big Springs 
Sunday night, in which the coal 
chute, two or three cars and 
quite a large quantity of coal 
were destroyed, besides damage 
to other railroad property.

County court is grinding away 
at Abilene this week, but no cases 
of genesal interest will come up 
before next week.

l'iris
^  jt

PAID UP CAPITAL : $15,000.00 
NET PROFITS ; 4,678.46

N'
ll^k

The above statement is taken 
from our books and shows the 

i extent of our business during the 
i two years ending March 25, ’03. 
By conservative business meth­
ods and fair and impartial deal­
ings w'e have enjoyed a steadily

! increasing patr<>nage. If you are
Total acreage (estimate) 15,907-i with the treatment
4 ]̂ 1  ̂ I received from other banks, give
Total value of all crops $184,189- trial.
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ED  J. LEEM AN , Editor and Prop’r.

Entered ftt the Postofflce »t Merkel, Texâa, m  
■etKind-clkiie mall mattter.

S u b a c r i p t i o n
One year 
Six months 
Three months 

Inrarlably In adrance.

M.OO
.60

ADVERTISING RATES per month
One Inch apace 
Two inch space 
Ouarter column (4 1-2 Indhes) 
Half column (9 Inches)
One column (18 Inches)

S .60 
1.00 
2.60 
4.00 
7.60

Fort Issues constitute a month. All advertise­
ments run and charged for until ordered out, 
unless limit Is specifled when Insertion Is made. 
Special prices on time contracts.

Local notices, 5 cents per line, each Insertion.

it'' a oír of one to \s/hom life !• 
ail insupportable burtien.

rtuv ii the hull ut doiihle-giiick, heading 
•or the ladles' dormitory across th« 
campus.

The matron tixik my card up and 
presently returned, directing me to 
Miss Morrison’s room. I sprang up 
the stairs three steps at a bound and 
rapped on Myrtle’s door.

There was a subdued tliirry within 
as of clothing beiug thrown about and 
of doors being quickly but quietly 
cloaed and then a voice scarcely above 
a whisper bade me enter. Which I 
di«

She sat by a window. palpably III at

I  cat oil.

Love and the Light of Morning.
A shelter rude and a crust of bread.
But yuur hand In mine on the way 1 

tread.
And the re.l hluoms over the roses dead. 

And Love, and the llaht of .Morningt

A Sorrow, thrilling the lonely years.
But your .<<mlle like light in a rain of 

tears.
And your sweet, firm faith, and your 

whispered prayers.
And Love, and the light of Morning!

And so we mingle, and so we meet.
And shall—till the Journey at last com­

plete.
We rest with the beautiful dreams and 

sweet.
In Love, and the light of Morning* 

—Frank L Stanton. In Atlanta Conati- 
tutlon.

Q-OO-
Hones ambled latu my room and 

threw himself Into a chair with tho 
air ul one tu whom life la au Inaup- 
pu.’ table burden. Then drawing a big 
del p brenth into hia big, deep chest 
he blurted out:

"IJauiii it!"
I tossed ('Icero across the room, 

swept aside my examination manu­
script. and demanded;

"W hat’s up. Hones?"
"Starch me!"
“Come!" I insisted. "Something la 

amiss. What it is?"
■ Kverything! ’’
"He explicit." *
"Know .’Vlyrtle?"
"Of course 1 do, confound you. * im- 

patituitly.
Know how she abhors booie?"

I did.
"That’s It,” said Bones, lucidly. 

"She’s tossed me up—says she can 
never put up with a drunk”

’ But you never drink."
"Of course not. But look at this." 

tossing a folded slip of paper onto 
my desk languidly, aa though the ef­
fort was a sacrtflce. "Confound the 
women, anyway!"

".Mr. Melville.” the letter ran, "con­
sider our former intimacy at as end. 
1 can never reconcile myself to friend­
ship with a drunkard." It was signed 
simply .Myrtle .Morrison”

"Chilly, ain’t it?” snorted Bones, 
when I had finished reading It aad 
slowly folded the missive In my hand. 
"Never lan tell what a woman’s up to 
next. Something funny about this. I 
never drink. What got her Into the 
notion that I'm a drunk. I wonder?"

"I confess I don’t know,” I replied, 
and Mtudieil Bones’ handsome face, 
while he stared gloomily out of the 
window.

He was surely distressed. His at­
tachment for Miss Morrison was the 
result of a meeting on the golf links 
the previous season, and the dawn of 
the new season found them most de­
votedly intimate— so intimate that an 
engagemenl was vaguely rumored 
among the feminine element at school 
and lightly joshed about by the clasa- 
men over glasses and cigars.

The two were alluded to as the (Jib- 
son duo. the one for her clear-cut, 
imperious beauty, the other for his 
rugged chin, his broad shoulders and 
rather morose forehead, and they 
seemed l»y all common law fated to 
mate and live happily ever after. It 
must have cost Miss Morrison a strug­
gle to write such a letter, too. for she 
certainly loved Bones with all the 
strength of her pure nature. I don’t 
like to confess It, but I’ve eaves- 
dropp<;d once or twice, and ought to 
know. .Moonlight on the links in June 
is something a healthy man wants to 
avoid if he has no notion of matri­
mony, and many a moonlight night 
had found them enmeshed In the rhap­
sody of romance while the caddy atole 
off to his home in the dale. Bones 
was not of that nature to confide In 
mo to the extent of bis love affairs, 
even though I was his closest friend; 
but i nnilerituod, and the matter was 
tacitly acknowledged.

Bones was silent, and I said noth­
ing fur several moments. Then on •  
sudden impulse I snatched my hat and 
made for the door.

“Where’s you going?" growled 
Hone-'.

"See you later," 1 retorted, and sped

ease, but trying to appear calm and
collected. Her eyes were red with 
weeping and ber cheeks flushed. The 
room was not completely in order, 
either, although it was all beautiful 
and cleverly decorated with the pan­
els and profusion of pillows all girls 
like.

"You?" she exclaimed as I entered. 
‘‘What can you want with me?"

“A rather delicate matter. Miss Mor­
rison.” 1 began, assuming a ]>uae of 
the God of l.,uve, like I had seen in 
the museum. "I come in Mr. Mel­
ville’s behalf."

"I think, sir, your business is al­
ready done,” she said in a chilly way, 
looking out the window with her su­
perb chin in her hand. "Mr. Melville 
and I are strangers.”

“You accuse him of drunkenness.”
"I do. .My eyes do not deceive me.”
"You really saw him drunk, eh?"
"I did. s ir—brutally drunk."
1 felt a wave of indignation spread 

over me.
"I beg yuur pardon. .Miss Morrison." 

I said, "but you are mistaken. I’ve 
known Bones— .Mr. .Melville -for ten 
years, and have never yet seen him 
Inebriated or even heard of his drink­
ing. Will you tell me w lien and un­
der what clrcuinstance.s you saw bin: 
in such a ci ndiTion?"

“Then yon cannot take niy WvWd, 
sir?” she i-ned. ' Yon would cast In­
sinuations? I 1 now what my iji-s  
tell ni - sir! He was diliijilnc Mr. 
Kltterlrc hnitally, vu lg i'l) d.i. I.l ig,

The old moor was riding just over a 
fringe of pines when 1 saw a silhou­
ette loom against his face and recog­
nized in the I III'ad shoulders of tho 
figure the man 1 was seeking. It wa.s 
dark wliere lie was. and 1 could seo 
only his licad and shoulders. 1 ap- 
pioac lied, hut suddenly stopped when 
within a few leer, lor 1 heard a voice 
and it was Butie.s.

•DninU?" he laughed, in a gay man­
ner whieli did my solicitens heart 
good. "W lo . yon silly, don't yon know 
I never, neicr drink?"

"Well, sir." stanmiered a ' oice sweet 
as a lark’s, "yoiir conduei was sur­
prisingly uni onventionul. and an ex­
planation Is due. ‘Fess up, sir!"

"Nothing much to explali'. ' replied 
Bones. ' We were rehearsing the 
drinking song In Faust' for the class­
man's play.”

"But why rehearse under the trees 
on the campus, and at such an un­
seemly hour?' she persisted. "Why 
did you not use the auditorium, as 
sane people would?"

"Oh." laughed Bones, "the janitors 
were sweeping in the auditorium.”

There was a kind of a rustle then, 
which the breeze was in no wise ac­
countable for, and a subdued smack, 
and I stole away.

in her hat— a hat too largo for travel­
ing— was green as a Brazilian bird's 
wing.

The pink was In her cheeks as in 
the days of the cherry trees, hut it 
had a suggestion of ¡lermanency. un­
like tho flitting roses of fifteen years 
ago—and her hair— surely Flora’s 
hair was brown, while the green par­
rot’s wing shaili'il a voluminoiiB 
pompadour of golden yellow.

John wa.s not sure by this time

LIghL

The night h.is a thousand eyes.
Amt til*- day but on«-,

■Yet tho light of tho bright world dies 
With tho (lying .sun

The mind has u thou.saml eyes.
And tho heart but one;

Yet tho light of a whole life dies 
When lovo Is dono.

— Francis W. Houriiillnn.

o o o o o
The Awakening

From Romance

She sat by a window, palpably ill at 
ease.

aad singing a ŵ lld drunken song in 
the mid.-*' ot a crowd of other Inebri­
ated stUviciits on the I ampus la-l I'l.cs- 
day night’ I know -Ir! I .<a»v him! 
He's a hrnle. and I’m done with him— 
forever!"

This was dangerously near hysteria. 
She rose a.s she siMik*- and prodded 
the car|i*t with lier dainty heel.

Witliout further words I left tho 
room, determliteil u> seek an explana­
tion or a confession from Bones. If 
he wa.-* guilty the girl's treatment was 
only just. it would never do for 
her to he linked to a deceiving drunk­
ard.

Bones lounged lazily where I liad 
left hlin. As I entered he looked up 
hopefully and grunted:

"Well?"
"Look here, old man," I .said, shak­

ing a finger in liis face, have you 
been drinking?”

"Not on your life."
"Never touched a drop?" I continued 

sternly eyeing him.
"I swear It."
"Something’s up for a fact, then! 

She swears she saw you drinking 
Said she saw you with Iter own eyes 
in the midst of a crowd on the campus 
Binging a drunken song and raising 
the devil generally."

Bones started up. grasping the arms 
of hia chair tightly.

"See here! When was this?" be 
demanded.

"Tuesday night.” 1 believe.”
Bones sprang for the door, grabbing 

hit hat on the way, and before I could 
frame a question was sailing down the 
ball like a maniac on deviltry bent.

Perplexed, I sat for several mo­
menta staring dully at the floor. I 
had a notion of following and watch­
ing developments, but recalling my 
unfinished studies I sat once again at 
my desk and pored over the books for 
the next three hours.

Bones was not down to lunch. No 
one seemed able to tell where he was, 
but while strolling about the campus 
after dinner I ran across a student 
who said be had seen Hones going off 
toward the links siiortly before, and 
1 walked off in the direction Indl-

They were not a romantic looking 
couple. Ifoih appmaeliing the mark 
which the world unfet-IIngly calls 
mlildlc age Both wt-re slightly in 
clin*-d to einbui.iKtint.

She was pleasant and comfortable 
in appiarancf- .and gave the impres­
sion i f  having arrived at that stage 
of I ';lstenc*' when she no longer ex- 
p<-< te 1 'hings to happen Why, In- 
d*“e<!, shuuM she? Tliey never had 
hao *■; • d to any extent; she had 
i!i Mil lip. had gone to school, pla 
cldly fal!*'ii in love and married— and 
there a re.-*pectahl«> woman’s experi 
• ‘IlCe ,-ihouhl stop.

He V,as also incllne<l to placidity— 
outwardly, at least— lint with a iliffer 
eiici Things had hapiK-netl within 
his memory. Indeed, he was even 
then golnt; «piletly over th*‘in and 
retrospi-etion which di>os not include 
the partner of a man’s joys and sor 
rows is not only a dangerous luxury, 
but i.-< a sure sign of hornlom.

They were traveling between l.lflle 
Rock and Fort Smith, She was think­
ing busily of the lit’.mbor of iKJiinds of 
sugar neceasaiy to a given number of 
baskets of cherries awaiting her
housewifely care, ami lie— well, his 
mind was concerned with cherries, 
too. but they were cherries in the 
blossom, the si.owy hniig'fis of the
trees that liad shaded a little village 
lane.

Underneath the boughs stood a
girl and a laiy— how well he remem­
bers the face of the girl, the pink of 
her cheeks, the blue of her eyes, the 
Itrown of her hair—Ite c-ould feel yet 
the sting of that braid of liair as she 
switclied It roughly in his face
when lie tried to steal a kiss.

He stole a side look at his wife’s 
plain, wholosotiie features ai.d sighed. 
He even wondered why his dream of 
the tree lane had never come true—  
why he had— just then the train 
slowed up ut a little side station and 
he Itecame aware of ati unusual bus­
tle on the platform. His wife said, 
with some excitement In her voice;

"John, I do believe a theatriqal 
troupe is getting on here.”

John dimly remembered that Flora 
had always called him “Jack” aa he 
answered lazily:

"Well, my dear, what of it? There 
is plenty of room, isn’t there? I don’t 
see any immediate need for my being 
Interested," and lapsed into the 
region of |>ast delights again— “what 
a mischief Flora has been"— he was 
rudely jolted hack to the present 
again by a severe jilnch from Mrs. 
John.

"For goodness sake, John, did you 
ever see such a get up?"

"Kh— what did you say, Margaret? 
Get up where?" and following the 
direction of iter eyes, he looked down 
the aisle.

Ye gods, was he dreaming? It waa 
Flora, Flora in the flesh, in fact more 
so than when they had last met, not 
quite the Flora of tho cherry tree, 
but unmistakably his early sweet­
heart— the star of the barnstorming 
troupe.

She came up the aisle talking loud­
ly to a dejected looking Individual 
whom she addressed as “Tommy.” 
Her dress was hrown and tho ta«ti*«»

It was Flora in the fiesh.
whether he was the most afraid she 
wouldn’t recognize him or most 
hupoil she wuiild— but It mattered 
little— she did.

In a moment she was Itearing down 
upon them like a ship of Turshish in 
full sail and was shaking hint warmly 
by the hand and talking as only Flora 
could do.

"Surely this is Jack Benton? I 
couldn’t be mistaken, though you 
have grown a lot stouter since we 
mot. Don’t you remember Flora Mar- 
cey? if you don’t then a man’s mem­
ory for an old sweetheart is a pretty 
thin thing”

Poor John could feel Margaret 

stiffen at the last sentence, and 
gruuning in spirit he introduced his 
wife to .Miss .Marcey, whose vuluhil- 
ity made up for any awkwardness 
that Mrs. Benton’s manner might 
l.avc caused.

"Jack and I were old sweethearts 
at Fort Smith. I.ord, what larks we 
iiseil to have in the old days, after 
schex)! ami coming home from choir 
practice. 1 m-ver iliuught of going 
on the stage in those days, but talent 
will not be snppia'ssed— and here I 
am. It looks like fate, our meeting 
like this, doesn’t It?"

Jolin shiifiled nervously and cursed 
fato Inwardly and presently the clat­
ter went on again.

‘•Where ate yon living? Still at 
Fort Smith. Well, 1 never; oiir clr- 
cnlt closes fifteen miles from there 
and I'm going to take u lioliday. I 
believe I'll just drop down on you 
folks for a month’s change. if the 
old place is a.s slow as it used to be 
It will make an elegant place to rest."

Benton looked beseechingly at his 
wife, hut she appeared oblivions to 
the fact that he was still on the face 
of the glolte— he hesitated a minute 
and then, remembering tlie boy ami 
girl friendship, he glanced at his 
wife and said defiantly:

"W e s’aouhi be awfully pleased to 
have >ou."

.\nd Mrs. Benton astonished him 
hy adding with suspicious friendll- 
I e «s :

"Yes. do come, we shall lie per- 
foctl/ doiighted.”

M ith more astuteness than her

ed Fiora * yeliow pompadour wtit-n 
she impersonated the heroine In some 
glowing raelodratna—and she wore 
them all at Fort Smith.

On Sundays .Mrs Benton syst* inatl- 
cally mannfai tiired *.xcti8es to r*-tnaln 
away from service, and John, wlio 
liked to see women garbed as soberly 
as Quakers, was compelled to slink 
down the aisle in the wake of a p ir- 
ple gown and a green and purple vc: 
vet (Jalnsborough hat.

Foi:r weeks went by and still Flora 
showed r.o signs of an early Hitting, 
Mrs. Benton absolutely refused to 
offer suggestions, so In a moment of 
desperation Benton bethought him- 
self of an old-time feud between hl.i 
mother and Flora, which dated bai k 
to his and Flora’s scbouldays. Hu 
wired his mother at once. "Need you 
here immediately, do not fall me," 
and well did he know that the first 
available train would bring the faith­
ful soul. At dinner that day he casu­
ally announced that he expected his 
mother that night, or the next morn­
ing. at least.

In the afternoon Flora re< eived 
a mysterious message— presumably 
from Marco— which demanded her 
immediate itresence elsewhere, and by 
5:3U the Benton household knew her 
no more.

The next morning found John In 
bed with a racking nervous headache. 

I As Mrs. Benton waited upon him in 
her quiet restful way he wondered 
how he could ever have iteen fool 
enough to fancy himself tired of such 
a woman. Catching her hand and 
pressing his cheek against It boyish­
ly, he said reproachfully;

“Margaret, how could you— what 
made you act so, and try tu keep 

' her?”
With a spice of mischief in her 

I calm gray eyes she smoothed his head 
and answered;

"Well, you see. John, dear, I had 
' noticed in you a growing tendency to 
I talking in your sleep— you seemed to 
; have restless dreams about a mysteri­
ous ’Flora ’ who was ronnei-ted in an 

' odd way with cherry trees ami 
equally youthful things. So when I 
met F'lora, it occurred to me that at 

j last I saw a way to restore yuur 
I dreamless sleep and my ow n peace 
I of mind, which, I don't mind telling 
you now— was fast slipping away 

, I’m a homeopathist, you know, and— 
well, some poisons are their own an­
tidotes. when given in proper quan­
tities. Was I right. John?”

He kissed her hand and said;
“As you always are, darling, but 

' don’t you think you gave me an un­
necessarily large dose?”

She shook her head laughingly.
“You see, I didn’t want to risk a 

repetition.”— Vivian Clare Howard in 
Chicago American.

Twilight.
Thx Rw«>xtR.xt hour, iiweeth«art, to mo

la wh*‘n the wliul at twilight sighs, 
Aiul .shadowa «teal from every tree 

To Hootho the earth'a day-weary eyes, 
And Memory sets her gates ajar.
And Fancy lead.« my thoughts afar.

I The honeysuckle and the rose
W aft frugrunce through ths saber 

I gloom.
I And, lo! my thought enraptured goes 

Hack to another garden’s bloom,
I And other hlussums glad my sight,
; I am not here, hut there, to-night.

I Not here, hut there, and not alone,
I Aa If a flower a bud became,
I The wing« of Time are backward flown, 
j And light« of hope with joy reflaroe; 

Ye», L ife  1« new. and faith Is true.
And I walk there with love—and you!

, —Samuel Mlnturn Peek In Boston Trans­
cript.

Mr. Brown's First
Detective Duty

ò -o o -c h :

Coir.pslled to slink down the aisle in 
the wake of a purple qown.

husband would have glvca her credit 
for, Mrs. B. had come lo the con­
clusion that n dose of an old sweet­
heart— when she is as iniposslblo as 
Flora— is almost as good fur a man 
as an occasional ilose of rheubarh.

Flora came— John Benton saw— but 
Mrs. Benton conquered.

Forth from Flora’s voluminous 
baggage came gowr.s fearfully and 
wonderfully constructed from mate­
rials which might have just arrived 
from an Indian bazaar. The hat with 
the green feather was not a circum­
stance to the creations which crown-

Xo one who had happened to ob­
serve the figure of .Mr. Bromley 

¡ Brown wandering about his garden 
I on a certain mild April morning 
' would have imagined him to be suf­

fering from an acute sense of regret 
fur bis wasted opportunities.

A girl’s figure leaned out and a 
young voice called to him;

"Why do you look so solemn, papa, 
dear? What a perfect day It is! 
Warm and sunny enough for June!”

"I was thinking,” be said, impres- 
I slvely, "of how very little material 
I  comfort signifies, and how few of us 
j arc satisfied! I know I may not look 
; it, liut since my earliest days I have 
¡ often toll! you. I have had a curious, 

wild craving for adventure, for some 
excitement outside the deadly routine 
of a business life. It is bard that 
of a business life.”

Valentine laughed and leaned still 
farther out of the window. She. for 
her part, was absolutely satisfied with 
the fair face worn by the world 
arouiiii her.

Her father took off his goid-rlmmed 
glasses and laid down his newspaper.

"Ha! this Is most curious!” ssid 
he. “What a splendid chance if une 
could only light upon him—the plaus­
ible sooundrel! Tbe shrewd young 
villain!"

Valentine turned her gray eyes on 
his shining crimson face.

“ I.isteu to me— Vsl.” he cried; 
“vuu lemember tbe geusrai told us
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CLOTHING
ClotKing'! Clothing'!

Real lístate, IjÍIV.
I nado Insunincre 
I Notary I’uhlie.
I  Takes Acknowlc«l>{.Tii>‘nl(*, r)r:iwh’ ijp Mr-'de.elo. 

0(Uc« In Kipit National Hunk.

The Star Store is the place to buy your 
Spring Suit. Come and look through our 
stock and sample book.

A fine line of Ladies’ Skirts, the very 
latest styles, just received. I'he line is sure 
to interest and please you.

See our Summer Shoe, “ the Star Brand.’’

A fresh car of Decatur Flour and Meal.
See us for Staple and Fancy Groceries. 

Our prices are always right.

PATE & ROLLINS.

B A R B E R S
NORTH FUO.NT HTREKT.

DR. J. W. L ITTLE,
Resident Dentist.

EXA.MINATIONS F R K K  —  OKI’ lL'i; IN 
F K R K I K K  nun. l t l .Nl J .

L E E M A N  & K ING,
Physicians & Surgeons
Dl8.>o>«>-M of Women .in.l. t'hililr-'n u .S)), . u ilv  

Ofllc*-, ItuiToiigliH A M.iiin' Drug Sto,. .

R .  B . U S T i C K
m:\LFn i\

THE STAR STORE, Merkel Merc. Co., Props.

Watches, Clocks, jew- 
• elry. Etc. 

Repairing a Specialty

J. J. M IL L E R .
Attorney-at-law, Notary Piiirlic, 

Land and Collecting Agent.
Will praotlop In all the i-ourr. -.i Ts-xa;.. .Ml 

business entrusted to my ei.r' will rtt i iv.- 
prompt attention. Will pay lax *s for non-rs-n* 
dents, also pay Interest on lands lor all who truiv 
trust their buslnefst with .ne; will make 
of final settlement on lioiiie;.>:..-i,i vl . i. . it hii-.i 
prop<Tty. 1 solicit your patron.ig,.-. ii-l|>.l
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Discontent

I  wish 1 was n lltth hoy.
And didn't I av<‘ no curls.

So 1 « (itild I un mill Jump and figtit 
And niedn't idny with glrl.s.

And nor'dn't wush iny fnce and hands 
And hrush aiul mmh niy hair.

And clean my teeth three times a day- 
Oh. 1 don't think it's fair!

Hut Just because I am a girl 
I ha\'C to he real gooii.

And not spill slruji on iny friK-k.
And always •'chew my food."

When the girl roarhe«! her own door 
rhe turned to look at the sun. which 
wa.s Just sinking behind the cotton 
tiiill. Hut It was a dull, disreputable 
ball which leered her tlirough the 
l.ritny atmospliere, and she threw out 
her hanti with a sudden revulsion of 
pett U|i disgust.

‘ Taln't luy stin.” she half sobbed; 
“ h it B— lilt’s oii’y Jes’ some cheap 
thing the fact’ry gits up.” i

Tlie company tised the poorest 
grade of soft coal, and though its 
tii-nse smoke had ceased to blacken 
tlio sky above the tall chimney, It 
dill clogged the moist lower atinos- 
p.iere of the mill yard and the cheap 
nastily constructed village in the lit­
tle bend of the slnggish river.

A heavy step approached and she 
1 limed to look into her father’s easy, 
rood-naturexl face.

”Ye 'pears to gtt ahead o’ we uns. 
Nervy,” he said, with obvious disap­
proval In his voice; “I s|Mike to— to 
Hess coinin’ out. an' she said ye lef’ 
the fart’ry like ye was fired’ outer a 
gun. She— they don’t like fo’s to be 
offish an’ onnelghborly.”

At the name of Hess the girl drew 
back, flushing hotly.

”I don’t keer for none of ’em,” she 
retorted drearily; “they're so cheap 
an’ triflin’. Hit’s bad ’nough in this 
cabin, with nothin’ hut mo’ cabins an’ 
mud an’ mill smoke all 'round, but hit 
’lows me to git to rayse’f, some. Oh, 
pap! If on’y we hadu’t lef’ the moun­
tain!” She turned abruptly Into the 
cabin, and he followed.

” Kut hit was you as Boomed mos’ 
set on cornin’, Nervy,” he expostulat­
ed, as he seated himself upon a box 
and watched her start a Are and set 
about getting supper. “When I lira’ 
spoke of hit, ye wa.s Jes’ wlF to come. 
Ye said there’d be chanct's to study 
an' I’arn to be like fo’ks, an’ that ye 
wouldn’ have to grow up iga’rant an* 
no 'count. An’ now,” wonderlngly, 
“here jre are. homesick, a’ready. I’m 
feared. Nervy, that ye ain’ so strong- 
minded, an—an’ projectin’ as fo’ks 
‘lowed on."

The girl’s face hardened a little, but 
she made no answer. The man drew 
his box forward and began to eat

tiui:grily. oiii t.i i:i tltne to time raised 
Ills c>'c.t furtively to the face oppos­
ite. At length, as he transferred the 
last slici' of bacon to bis plate, he 
blnrteil out desperately:

■'Mt'bbe yt*’d ought to have mo’ 
oomp’ny. .Nervy. 'Taln’t very lively 
■with J«»s’ on»* man like m»‘ in the 
hous«‘. a i l ’ me luos’ly out. Now there’s 
the (Irogans that take bo’ders.” shift­
ing his eyes from her direct gaze; 
’’they’ve got fo’ or live mighty bright 
young gals, an' I do hear one of 'eni’s 
goln' off. P’raps ye might git her 
place. Of xNi’so.’ hastily, " I ’d hate to 
have ye go 'way, but If I ’lowed ye’d 
b»* havin’ a hett»>r time an’ be mo' 
content like, I’d be willin'.”

Her Ups curled a little.
"Tliei. hit’s true?” she said. ‘Tve  

been bearin’ y«* war. aimin’ to marry 
that gal. Hess, an’ I reckon I’ve done 
said sharp things to fo’ks that hinted 
It. Hut I— I couldn’t help hit. pappy," 
her voice hr»*aklng suddenly, “with 
my tivvn mammy dead on’y five 
months. if y«*’d wait a year, 1 
wouldn' say a word, an—an’ Fd even 
try to make frlen's with Hess. Oh. 
pappy! won’t ye pleas«' wait on mam­
my’s ’comit?”

The man made no answer except to 
shake his head sullenly. Her face 
again grtiw hard.

”I s'lHtsr* hit’s Hess that’s at (Jrt>

through the house, and sne went to 
the door wondering who it could be.

The uncertainty was of brief dura­
tion. for, as the door swung tiack, his 
"Nervy, I am glad to see ye!” was 

I mingl«Ml w ith her pleas«*d. "Oh, Jake, 
j you here?” Thei. with a warm flush 
I on her fat e she reH>iit«*red the room 
' and he followed.

There \\«'re no chairs In the room, 
and she motioned him to the largest 
of the box«‘s. Then she came and 
placed her hand familiarly on his 

* shoulder
"Now. tell me. Jake,” she command- 

■ ed. ’’whatever brought ye ’way off to 
these parts; an’ hi>w's all the fu'ks, 
an’ the farmin' an’ huntin' an’ flshin’, 
an’ the woods an’ peaks, an’— an’ 
everything?”

Hut he only (Missessed himself of 
her hand, laughing.

"You uns are in a reg’lar hornets’ 
nest of a place,” he declaretl. ”1 axed 
for ye at one house, an’ at another 
an' another, an’ nobody seemed to 
know ye by naine, they all wanted to 
talk an’ say somethin’ 'iHuit some- 
l>ody else.” He paused abruptly, and 

j at that moment a flare through a 
; bread crack In the sttive crossed her 
face. "N’eivy!” he cried, sharply, 
springing to his feet, “what’s the mat­
ter? Yo’ve been sick, an’— an’ yes, 
ye’ve been cryln’!”

“No. no, Jake,” she exiXiMtulated, 
smiling and flushing under Lis anx­
ious gaze, "hit’s— hit’s Jes’ iht hard 
work an’ lonesomeness of the place. 
Ye don’t know— ”

“Yes, I do know,” explosively,

She turned to look at the tun.
gans, an’ is goln’ off,” she said, cold­
ly, "an’ she’s done tole ye that she 
an’ me can’t live in the same house. 
Ain’ that hit. pappy? When she comes 
here. I’m to go fo— Orogans, or some­
where. Well, don’t be skeered. Jes’ 
whenever she tels ye to sen’ me off, 
I— I— She rose hastily and went to 
a window; and the man, with an un­
easy glance In her direction, seized 
hit hat and slipped quietly from the 
room.

Half an hour later she was again 
standing by the window, her few 
household duties completed. Pres­
ently she noticed a tall, broad-ahould- 
•red figure coming along the street,
stopping now and then aa though to 
make inqulriee. A moment later a 
clear. Imperative rat-tat soundad

'Tf

"Whatever brought ye 'way off to 
these parts?”

“hit’s that shifty-eyed daddy— no, I 
don’t mean that. Nervy. But I heered 
hit all cornin’ 'long. When fo'ks 
I'arnud where I was goin’ they Jes’ 
seemed achin’ to tell me 'bout the gal 
be was to marry, an’ that she said 
you and her couldn’t live in the same 
house. Why, Nervy, I— .” His face 
bad grown dark, hut now It suddenly 
cleared, and he end*>d with a laugh. 
“Anyhow, hit’s goln’ to he’p my 
plana.”

"Your Diana?" aho asked.

He settled nimself comfortably 
upon the box and drew her down be­
side him.

”Ye ’member that day we parted on 
the mountain?” he said, with a sup­
pressed eagerness in his voice whioh 
she could not fall to notice. "Ye  
wa’n't satisfied with our narrer way 
o’ livin’ an’ wanted to fit yo’ae’f for 
eoniethin’ nobler In the big worl’ out­
side; an’— an’ ye 'lowed ye loved me. 
but couldn’t marry me, ’cause I wa’n’t 
ready to climb up 'long o’ ye. An* 
I’m free to say. Nervy, I didn’t feel 
I could leave the mountains tbeo. I'd 
been brung up 'mong ’em. an* 1 
loved ’em. an’ hit seemed to me there 
wa'n’t no other place fit for livin’. 
I hoil a nice farm an’ was doin’ well, 
an’ I did 'low I was of valoo to the 
neighb%"hiiod. So I let ye come off 
alone. Hut I was mistook. Nervy,” 
bis voice becoming more earnest and 
tender: ”1 knowed hit Jes’ as soon as 
ye was gone. I did n’ car’ any mo’ 
for the farm nor the mountains; hit 
was you 1 wanted. Jea’ you an’ nothin’ 
else. So I’ve come here to climb up 
with ye. an’ to do anythin' ye like 
an’ go anywhere ye say. I’ve been to 
the fact’ry, an’ there aln' no Job for 
me Jt's’ now ’cep’ ’tendin’ Are in 
the engine room at ninety cents a 
day. 1 kin git bo’ded for fifty cents. 
That leaves fo’ty cents fer gittln’ 
ahead. Taln’t much, but mebbe hit’ll 
do fur a start. W e kin git along. 
Ye’ve knowed me since I was a little 
feller, an’ ye know I can be (rusted, 
an' ye know that I gener’ly do what 
I set out to do. An’— an’ that’s all. 
W in  ye marry me. Nervy?”

She rose swiftly and stood before 
him, her eyes shining. He coidd see 
the eagerness, the longing in them, 
even In the dim light.

“Ye aln’ sold nor— nor rented the 
farm, have ye, Jake?” she breathed.

“Not yet; hit’s the wrong time u’ 
year. I’ve Jes’ lef’ hit In brother 
Tom’s ban’s to look out for."

'Tm  so glad! Oh, Jake, ye can’t 
ever know how glad!" she half sob­
bed. “Yes, I'll marry ye, but we 
won’t stay here. W e’ll go back to 
wo uns mountains an’ climb up to­
gether there. An' Jea’ think, Jake," 
as he ruse and stood beside her, 
"we’ll have our own sun an' hit won’t 
be cheap an’ dirty lookin’, air’ wo 
needn’ wade around In mud, an’ there 
won’t be gossipin’ an’ flghUn’ an’ 
scoldin’ fo'ks all round us. Oh, Jake, 
Jake!"

And she raised her face to his, 
transfigured at the thought, and he 
almost reverently, bent down and 
kissed It.— Frank H. Sweet in New  
York Press.
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Everything’ Nice i 
and clean; an up- t 
to-date market. W e t  
would appreciate X 
your patronage. %

Best Passenger Service
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T E X A S

‘No Trouble to AnHwerit/iiPhllons.’

In the Abilene city election 
Tuesday F. C. Digby Roberts 
was re-elected mayor. Morgan 
Weaver, J. P. Wootem, W . H. 
Craig and W. E. Hughes are the 
aldermen, Bruce E. Oliver city 
attorney, and Jno. M. Blfwkbum  
city engineer.
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FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS
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OALLAm. rmnAs.

The Mail reaches a class of 
folks that read advertiHementa.

■I
if;

5*

'■ X

V.-’.-.. ■ ■<** V ■



Uhe T lfe rk e i T lfa il

y/

f

following reaf«)nH, (1 ) th*» meaH- 
ure was discriminating, (2 ) no

-------- ----- --------- provisions were made for the
ED  J. LEEM AN, Editor and Prop’r. void which the loss of this tax

would make in the treasury, and
Entered at the Poatofflc'« at Merltal, Texaa, aa , (3 ) as the laW WOUld IlOt go into 

•m-ond-cla«* mall mattter. , _ .
effect before 1905, there is yet 

i plenty of time in which to discuss 
*  001 the question, get it intelligently 

2 6  j before the (jeople and at a later 
^ ! sitting of the legislative lx>dy

per month | • x • f  • j *j jj) I again bring it up for considera- 
¿jjjtion. In these propositions the 
7 ! m  i governor is correct.

AUadTertlae- T h a t  th o  .w .r.nr..if:.>n «u v la w

Kat«siS u b a c r l p t i o n
One yt<ar 
SIX months 
Three months 

Invariably In advance.

ADVERTISING R.\TES
One Inch space . ..
Two Inch space
quarter column (4 1-2 Indhes).
Half column (tt Inches)
One column (18 Inches)

Foar Issues constitute a month
ments run and chanted for until onlered out. ; That the occupation taX laW IS

s^ ili‘™riU* ô im̂ ô n̂ ^̂  ̂ “ without saying, and
Local notices, 5 cents per line, each Insertion. «hould be repealed. Hut if we

are going to exempt only certain 
is best that the 

law remain as it now is. Let the 
burdens of taxation bear equally 
upon all classes. Discriminating 
laws will prove detrimental to the 
growth and develoqment of any 
State.

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Communications to Insure publication must ClaSSes, th en  it 

bear the signature of the writer, as well as the 
nom de ulume under which they write. This Is 
require«! merely as a guarantee of good faith.

(Jbltuarles, Cards of Thanks, etc., are Inserted 
at one-half the regular advertising rates. Posi­
tively no deviation from this rule.

P R O H IB IT IO N  A T  LAST.

.\s predicted in The Mail last 
week, the publication of the re­
sults of the local option election 
in this county was completed, 
.Judge Calhoun refusing to rec­
ognize any further interference

A few years ago Texas was 
supposed to be a State where 
whiskey was drunk as freely as 
water and where everything was 
“ wide o])en,” so far as the liijuor 
traffic was concerned. Yet, in 
about 10.5 of the 2.30 counties of 
the Htate, absolut»' prohibition 

I prevails, while in 74 othei*s th(‘ 
Uale of intoxicants is confined to 
I  one or two of the larger towns, 
jHiid only alxmt 57 of the counties 
have general license. The march 
of prohiJiition has been steadily 
forward, reaching far beyond the 
expectations of its most earnest 
champions, and the sentiment is 
destined to sweep the State clear 
of the saloon and its evil influ­
ences. The better element among 
the liquor dealers have evidently 
begun their missionary work in 
the ineterest of morality a little 
bit too late.

T E R R E L L  E L E C T IO N  LAW.

The Terrell election law seems 
j to meet every demand of the 
times and will no doubt prevent

on the pari of the antis. The sa-1
hHins, therefore, will close t o - elections. The law pro­

vides for uniform primary elec­
tions and conventions and .safe-

morrow (Friday) night promptly 
at 12 o'clock, at which time the 
law goes into effect. The fight, adertuate re-
has been a stublxirn one and I penalties. Under
every inch of the ground was | P**i"'“>-y elections in
contested. With a less energetic ! State must hereafter be held 
or more easily discouraged set of ®®eond Saturday in .July of 
men to contend with the antis election year and the re-
would no doubt have won out. canvassed and the result
All peacefully inclined and ! ‘^e following Thursday,
law abiding citizens will rejoicei *̂**1'*'*®*' conventions, or meetings 
that the conte.st has been brought i committees to declare result of 
lo a ('lose and the wishes of thej^*^^^*^* primaries, are reijuired to 
people respected, and now that it 1 f o u r t h  Saturday 
has been settled every citizen i designaUnJ as
should (Constitute himself into a district convention day 
committee of one and see thatj 
the law is enforced to the letter.'

It has been given out that all > designated. No person is
the sal(M>ns except one will dose i primaries
pmmptly on time. Immediately ' conventions of but one ,x.litic- 
upon the arrest of this sal(x>n P*̂ *’̂ y* payment of a
keeper the courts will again be , P '̂“ for vot-

f.. arwl u '^g ID UnV' Of them. Kx-(ioV-

It is pretty generally known 
that the best weajxms with which 
to fight grasshoppers and. in 
fact, all the other insect pests are 
furnished by nature in the shape 
of the fowls of the air and the 
poultry on the farm. A flock of 
turkeys will clear a wide swath 
as they march thniugh a field 
infested with hoppers. As to the 
Jiirds, but for them the insects 
would eventually take the earth. 
No farmer, therefore, should ever 
kill a bird or allow one to be kill­
ed on his premi.ses.

State
conventions are required to be 
held in August, l)ut no certain

resorted to and a test case will 
be made of it, the opposition 
hoping to prove that the law has 
b e e n  incorrectly interpreted. 
'Such a course can but pmve 
disastrous to the saksin interests.

This week has been one of 
general debauchery among that 
element which has so persistently 
sought to foist the sal(X)n upon 
the people. In order to diminish 
their stock the saloons have cut 
prices, and the phone wires have 
been kept busy communicating 
this fact to the rural districts, 
with the result that many jugs—  
and jags— have been sent out of 
Abilene. This is giving prohibi­
tion a hilarious send off, or, at 
least, it denotes the last feeble 
effort of the whiskey element. 
It is sad death, indeed.

ing in any 
Terrell is author of the hill.

B L IN D  T IG E R  B ILL .

The blind tiger bill as approv­
ed by the governor is a measure 
that has long been ne»»ded in this 
state. It is a g(X>d measure be­
cause it makes the law more 
stringent by making it effective 
in all political sulxJivisions of a 
county as well as in school dis­
tricts and justice precincts. The 
bill also adds to the present law 
a search warrant feature which 
authorizes an officer to search 
the premises of any person where 
it is believed the local option law 
is J>eing violated. It also makes 
an internal revenue license prima 
facie evidence that the holder is 
engaged in selling liquors, and 
compels druggists who sell Ikjuor 
in local option districts to file all 
prescriptions for li(|uor every 30 
days with the district clerk for 
inspection l>y the grand jury

Up to within a few weeks ago 
Indiana, Da., contained alxiut 
twenty negro citizens. Jiut the 
white citizens held a muss meet­
ing and res(duted that the negro 
must go, and they were so noti- 
fitnl. A few refu.sed. Their 
houses were torn down and they 
were escorted out of town at the 
muzzle of shotguns. The presi­
dent maintaintsl a rigid silence 
in regard to this disgraceful epi­
sode. but in regard tothelndian- 
ola affair he unhesitatingly pro- 
claim(*d that “ the law must be 
upheld.” Funny, isn’t it? But 
then it must Jie remembered that 
Indianola is not in Dennsvlvania.

O C C U P A T IO N  T A X  LAW .

In vetoing the measure which 
sought to remove occupation 
taxes from certain oocupatit.ns, op,,;
Gov. Lanham showed a com- „ heavy penalty is attached tor a 
mendable spirit of fairness, violation of any provisions of the 
There is no plausible reason why This law has lone been
a merchant should be excused „,ghed and will do much towarti
from payine an occupation tax. enforcing the local option law. 
while his neighbor, the photo- -«■
grapher, must “ pony up.’’ If a To strive to find the best in 
real estate agent is forced to pay life, to get at its real though half 
an occupation tax, why excuse j hidden meaning, day by day 
the dentist or even the banker? faithfully looking always for the 
Discriminating laws should be deeper, truer things of life, can
far fmm the intents of our law 
makers, and yet the occupation 
tax law was rabid in this respect, 
for it sought to exempt lawyers, 
bankers, merchants and dentists 
fn>m payment of the tax. Class 
legislation is bad legislation. At

not fail to bless us. We live to 
become something rather than to 
get something. Heaven can not 
come to those w’asting the life 
given to them for development.

Farm work is being shoved 

the risk of becoming unpopular  ̂ satisfactory pa(;e.
with these classes. Gov. Lanham 
pnimptly and emphatically ve­
toed the measure and

sun is shining.

Wetting whistles is now a crime 
for the in Taylor county.

I

Vice is very costly. It means 
death t<» the Inidy, purse, home, 
mind, character, reputation and 
soul. Leading a pure life adds 
to one’s accomplishments and 
makes easier the pursuit of 
wealth and pleasure.

Discontent seems to be an in­
tegral part (»f human nature: we 
are all of us dis(!ontented w’ith 
things obtained in a temporal 
way. Rising from victory to 
victory, reaching the summit of 
earthly things, man realizes at 
last, often too late, that all is 
vanity.

Republicans are doing a vast 
amount of shooting trustward, 
but if their guns are trained on 
the enemy it shows them to lie 
very poor marksmen.

April has evolved itself into 
March and is giving us a taste of 
high life. That is a kind of April 
fool that should be taken with a 
grain of— sand.

The legislature was reconvened 
in special session on the day fol­
lowing adjournment. In other 
words, the law’ makers .struck for 
higher wages and got ’em.

An editor in Minnesota stated 
recently that he had been kissed 
by one of the most beautiful 
married women in town, and 
promised to tell her name in the 
first issue of his paper in the next 
month. In two weeks his circu­
lation doubled, but when he 
named his w’ife he had to leave 
tow'n.— Kx.
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woman has farther to fall 
than a man and it hurts more.—  
l''.xchange.

That’.s a mistake. They fall 
. the .same distance, but society 
* upholds one and condemns the 
Other— that’s w’here the differ- 
j ence comes in. A moral leper is 
j a moral leper, whether found in 
f man or woman.

«» *
There are Ixiys in Austin wear­

ing safety pins who also carry 
: six-.shooters. They ought to be 
spanked with a barrel .stave and 

I put to lied.— Austin Statesman.
I Same over here, l)Ut a barrel 
stave is much too small for the 
Merkel lireed. They ought to be 
kicked w'ith a pile driver and 
sent to Sunday school. A good 
dose of staying at home w’ould 
improve their appetites,

• •
Say a good w’ord for your home 

I town and (piit grow'ling.— Cisco 
Apert.

Keeq on shouting, and just a 
little louder.

« •
The Merkel Mail man should 

try to buy a cigar on Sunday in 
Wills Point and he would think 
the Sunday law is enforced 
sometimes. The trouble with the 
enforcement of this law is that in 
most places they take it by spells 
and do not keep it up long 
enough for us to get used to sup­
plying ourselves beforehand for 
Sunday.—Chronicle.

w
0 0

The disease has never struck 
Merkel, and if it had, w'e’ve not 
the price of a cigar. Anyway 
the law should be respected. It 
is a good law', for it teaches us 
te respect the Sabbath and keep 
it holy. The trouble is that too 
many of us put off till tomorrow 
that which we could do today, 
and w’hile breaking this rule w’e 
are also leading others to break 
the law’ of the land.

Tuesday was divorce day in 
the district court at Paris, and 
.Judge Denton disposed of seven­
ty-five couples w’ho evidently 
had come to the conclusion that 
marriage w’as not the success 
they had been lead to believe it 
W’as.— Honey Grove Citizen.

Lamar county seems to be a 
hot bed of connubial disagree­

ments. Of the 72 cases 27 were 
granted, the remainder being 

I dismissed for want of prosecu­
tion. The divorce evil in Texas 

I is a growing one and it should be 
brought to the attention of the 

I  legislature.
#• ♦

1 Arm(jur A Company <if Fort 
Worth are now in the market for 

I  eggs. It w’ould ba staggering to 
state the quantity of eggs that 
this firm could use in one year, 
and it is only necessary to say 
that they will take all they can 
get, and this means another 
source of revenue for the farmer’s 
wife.— Cisco Round-up.

•
• «

Hogs and ¡xjultry are two of 
the greatest income producers on 
the farm, and this fact .should 
find lodgement in the head of 
every “ horny-handed .son of 
toil.’’ With such a market close 
at hand the value of these 
products is increased two fold, 
“ Plant hogs and hens,’’ should 
l)ethe cry.

An Extra Session.

The extra session of the Legis­
lature was called,

1. To make appropriations 
for the support of the State 
Government and for the public 
service for the fiscal years l>e- 
ginning Sept. 1, 1903, and end­
ing Aug. 31, 1905.

2. To make provisions for re­
funding or paying off the State 
bonds which will mature before 
the first day of Jan., 1905.

3. To make provision for re­
surveying and establishing the 
boundaries l)etween the State of 
Texas and the Territories of New 
Mexico and Oklahoma.

4. To make provision for fur­
nishing an adequate supply of 
water and light for the various 
State institutions and public 
buildings located at the capital.

As no Chinaman can reach 
Paradise unless he is buried in 
his native soil, the loss of the 
British steamship Ventnor off the 
New Zealand coast caused much 
commotion among the Chinese 
colonies of the island. The Vent­
nor, bound for China, carried a 
cargo of 5(X) coffins which con­
tained the remains of as many 
Chinaman who had died away 
from home. Great sums of mon­
ey have already been spent in 
the effort to recover them, one 
family alone having spent S15,- 
000.

No line of Vehicles for West 
Texas like the

r a c i n e :
DURABLE

COMFORTABLE
MEDIUM PRICED

Made and guaranteed by the larg­
est vehicle factory in the ’world. 
Have been sold in this section for 9 
years. Get a RACINE vehicle and 
feel satirfied that you have some­
thing good. Thousands of them in 
use in West Texas.

ED S. HUBHES & CO.
ABiLKNm, rm xAs

Distributors for WEST TEXAS.
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Robbed The Grave.i •• «
> A startling: incident is narrated 

by .lohn Oliver of Philadelphia, 
as follows: *‘1 was in an awfu
condition. My skin was almost 

 ̂ yellow, eyes sunken, tongue 
coated, pain continually in back 
and sides, no appetite, growing 
weaker day by day. Three phy­
sicians had given me up. Then 
1 was advised U» use I'llectric 
Hitters; to my great joy, the first 
bottle made a decided improve­
ment. 1 continued their use for 
three weeks, and am now a well 
man. 1 know they robbed the 
grave of another victim.” Xo 
one should fail t«> try them. 
Only 50c, gauranteed. at Rust & 
Pittard’s drug store.

Sam Jones Coming.
Sam P. .lones, the eminent 

lecturer and divine, will be in 
Merkel on the night of April 20. 
This is the last attraction of the 
Lyceum course, and while it 
should have appeared last De­
cember, we hope it will be none 
the less welcome, and that a 
crowdeil house will greet him 
upon his appearance here.

Those who l>ought season 
tickets are reiiuested to call and 
have them renewed. A general 
admisson of SI.00 will be charg­
ed.

Tickets on sale at Burroughs 
A Mann’s drug stoae.

We make our business pay us 
by making it pay you.

J. T. Warren.

FOR SALK.
8 yearling males, good Here­

ford grades. Joe Higgins will sell 
them cheap.

Si

I

4t C. P. Warren.

Eggs For Sale.

Full blood brown Leghorn 
for Sl.OO; gtxid, fresh 

eggs delivered at Merkel Texas.
Mrs. A. Criswell,

4t Noodle, Texas.

There is nothing that fits a 
man like his skin, next to that 
Warren’s underwear. Best lot 
of 50c garments ever shown.

Come and see our spring mat­
ting.— W. P. Browning and Co.

We handle a full supply of 
machine needles and attach­
ments, belts, oil cans, etc. Best 
oil made.

W. P. Browning A Co. 

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand 

goods for sale take them to J. C. 
Watkins.

If you pay less elsewhere you 
get less. Trade with Warren.

Calf for Sale.

The editor of The Mail has a 
male calf for sale, or will trade 
for feed or forage. Come quick 
if you want him.

Our business success is not an 
accident; our methods, our goods 
the volume of business, our low 
expenses tell the tale.

R. B. Ustick, Jeweler.

Our collection of S5.00 trousers 
may interest you. It costs noth­
ing to see them.

J. T. Warren.

SPRINGTIME’S HERE!
OR IT’S TIME IT SHOULD BE.

Our New Spring Clothing is here for sure, and our invitation
to come in and look it over is a most cordial one.

It is time you were 
looking out for that new 
Easter Suit. We have 
them in all the shades, 
styles and fabrics. Careful 
selection and close buying- 
enables us to show a stock 
for the spring season com­
bining all of the qualities 
that the most fastidious 
buyer may look for. We 
have varieties enough to 
please everybody, a n d  
grades to suit all purses. 
Would be pleased to have 
prospective buyers come 

in and look around. They will find our 
best argument right before them, piled 
up in heaps on our clothing counters.

We don’t think our clothing is 
any better than lota of others, but 
we are certain it is just as good as 
any made. Our men’s suits at 85 
are as good as suits that are sold in 
other places at 86.50 or 87. Our 
88.50 are regular 810 suits in some 
stores. Our $10 suits in all the new 
cuts and shades are the kind others 
ask 812.50 and even more for. Our 
813.50, 815 and 816.50 suits sell in 
larger towns for 818 and 820.

Mothers, where is that boy of 
yours going for his new outfit"? We 
have remembered him and his needs.
He wants a spring suit and he must 
have a g^)od, reliable one. We have 
that kind; it is the Mrs. Jane Hop­
kins make. The garments are sty­
lish and so strongly sewed they’ll 
not rip. When you’ve looked them 
over you will acknowledge that the prices are lower 
vou expected. We have them ranging in price from

75c to $5.00.

J. T. Warren.-^

The little child of Mr. and Mrs. 
8, H. Basham has been quite 
sick, but is improving, we are 
glad to learn.

The South Side Hotel is re­
ceiving some much needed re­
pairs this week in the way of 
new weather Iwarding and a 
fresh coat of paint. Its appear- 
ancejwill be much benefited.

Work on the Hutcheson build­
ing has been completed to the 
second story and it is showing 
up nicely. The Browning build­
ing is now ready for occupancy.

A Thoughtful Man.

M. M. Austin of Winchester, 
Ind. knew what to do in the hour | 
of need. His wife had such an j 
unusual case of stomach and j 
liver trouble, physicians could 
not help her. He thought of and 
tried Dr. King’s New Life Pills | 
and she got relief at once and \ 
was finally cured. Only 25c, at 
Rust A Pittard’s Drug Store.

Warren sells everj’thing you 
wear from the ground up. I

You can’t blame a pretty girl 
for putting on frills when she has 
Warren’s stock of laces and em­
broideries to select from.

The flour is the basis of the | 
good things you bake, have that j 
right and you’re almost sure of I 
results. I

Peace-Maker at Warren’s is i 
all right.

— — I
W ANTKD— A girl or middle! 

aged lady to assist in house | 
work. Good pay to right party. 
Call on Mrs. .1. T. Warren.

Mrs. Wm. Bright of Kskota is 
visiting Mrs. George at the South 
Side Hotel.

The beauty and attractiveness 
of J. T. Warren’s residence is 
being enhanced by the touch of 
the paint brush. There are few 
lovelier homes in the west.

A Good Name.

If boys knew what golden cap- 
tal a ‘‘good name” is, they would 
work hard to get it. Well did 
the wisest man say that ‘‘it is 
rather to be chosen than great 
riches.” It is of great impor­
tance to a boy what the men of 
his place say about him. Never 
fancy that they do not know you; 
that they have no interest in what 
you do. Kvery business man sees 
and estimates the boys who pass 
before him at pretty nearly their 
own worth; every man with sons 
of his own takes an interest in 
other men’s sons. There is noth­
ing like obliging ways to make 
friends of people, and lead them 
to speak well of you. That will 
be a stepping-stone to your suc­
cess in life.—Selected.

Makes A Clean Sweep.

There’s nothing like doing a 
thing thoroughly. Of all the 
Salves you ever heard of, Buck- 
len’s Arnica Salve is the Iwst. 
It sweeps away and cures Burns, 
Sores, Bruises, Cuts, Ihiils, U l­
cers, Skin Kruptions and Piles. 
It’s only 25c, and guarantee<I to 
give satisfaction by Rust A Pit- 
tard. Druggist.

W. P. Browning A Co. have 
the be.st line of window shades in 
town. All the new patterns.

Mr. Houston, who is traveling 
for an Omaha calendar company, 
was here Friday. He took no 
orders, the merchants giving him 
to understand that they preferred 
to patronize the home printer. A  
commendable spirit.

Mrs. Dr. Martin of Nubia has 
been seriously ill, but is re|x>rted 
improving, we are glad to state.

Joe Blackburn of Nubia is 
seriously and |>erhaps fatally ill. 
He is one of our best citizens, and 
The Mail hopes sincerely for his 
recovery^________________

R. H. Collins returned from the 
east this week, where he pur­
chased another car of hogs. The 
entire lot were sold while on the 
side track at Abilene.

Willie Scott and wife were over 
from Nugent, Jones county, last 
week. Willie was married to one 
of Jones county’s fair daughters, 
which fact escaped the notice of 
The Mail at that time, but it is 
none too late to tender them our 
hearty congratulations. His 
father, J. W. Scott, is prospert)U8 
and contented.

John Elliott was in Abilene 
Saturday. The saloon men are 
chagrined over their defeat, he 
says, but all will respect the law 
and in his opinion there will be 
no local option violations in this 
county. The grand jury scared 
many of the lawless element out 
of the county.

Mr. and Mrs. W  A. Bowie of 
AbiPne visited here Saturday 
and Sunday with the latter’s 
sister, Mrs. Geo. S. Berry.

Herbine Cures.

Fevor and Ague. A dose will 
usually stop a chill, a contin­
uance always cures. Mrs. Wm. 
M. Stniud, Midlothian, Texas, 
May 31, 1899, writes: We have
used Herbine in our family for 
eight years, and found it the best 
medicine we have ever used for 
la grippe, bilious fever, and ma­
laria.” 50c at Burroughs A 
Mann.

Good News for Farmers.

According to Harry T. Johnson, 
an ex-observer of the United 
States weather bureau, the 
weather during the crop season 
of 1903 will be exceedingly fa- 
vorabIe4 T'be temperature will 
be high, but there will be no ex­
cess of dryness, neither will 
there bei undue rainfall in- 
ferfere \ rith gathering the crop. 
He say» that both winter and 
spring «cheat will be harvested 
under d ocidedly more favorable 
conditio-ns than last year, and 
makes the deduction that the 
wheat raid cotton crops should be 
the most abundant in the history 
of the c lountry.

Folio wing is the full text of his 
predict ion with regard to the 
crop w aather of 19U3, which may 
be tak ;en for what they are 
worth:

The spring of 1908 will be 
markod by rainf»!! slightly above 
the a’/^erage in the great grain 
growing belts.

Winter and spring wheat will 
harvnsted under decidedly more 
favorable conditions tlian 1902.

Summer will be ideal; warmer 
than 1902, but with less rainfall.'

No drouths or ev.cessive wet 
harvests v/ill occur, although 
there will be ample s\ inshine and 
moisture. ‘

From the above comditions the 
wheat crop of 1903, as well as the 
cotton crop, will be tbie most a- 
bundant in the histc ry of the 
country.

Racine buggies are good bug­
gies. Read our ad in this issue.

Ed 8. Hugh SB A Co.

Beauty And Strength.

Are desirable. You are strong 
and vigorous, when your blood 
is pure. Many— nay, most—
women, fail to properly digest 
their food, and so become pale, 
sallow, thin and weak, while the 
brightness, freshness and beauty 
of the skin and complexion, de­
part. Remedy this unpleasant 
evil, by eating nourishing food, 
and taking a small dose of Her­
bine after each meal, to digest 
,what you have eaten. 50e at
Burroughs A Mann.------------  ---- ^

Road hands have been putting
in some telling ticks on the streets 
the past week, but the means to 
be expended in this direction are 
not sufficient to guarantee the 
work that should be expended 
upon the streets. A grade should 
be established by a competent 
engineer and the streets worked 
to it. However, this can hardly 
be accompliseed except through 
the channels of local govern­
ment, which would necessitate 
incorporating the town. ‘‘Barkis 
is willing,*’ what say you?

,T. T. Dennis last week moved 
his residence to the Sheppard 
addition, and is improving it 
considerably.

Miss Opal Harkrider visited 
relatives in Abilene Sunday.

Sam I'iason came down from 
Big Springs to visit his family.

Notice!
The City Meat Market keeps 

nice, fresh beef, pork and saus­
age on hand all the time.

Beginning Monday, April 13, 
we will make ice tleliveries be­
tween the hours of 9 and 12 a. 
m. and after 4 p. m each day, 
except Sunday, when ice and 
meat will be delivered from 7 to 
9 a. m. Please make your order 
accordingly, as we will not vary 
from this rule.
4t J. W . A L. M. Watkins.

Arthur Browning visited 
Abilene Monday.

Miss Nora Crim visited home 
folks in Abilene Monday.

I
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The only kind of consump­
tion to fc.ir is “ neglected 
consumption.

IVoplc are learning that con- 
>umption is a curable disease, 
ft is neglected consumption 
ili.it is so often incurable.

At the faintest suspicion of 
consumption get a bottle of 
Scott’s Emulsion and begin 
regular doses.

The use of Scott’s Emulsion 
at once, has, in thousands of 
cases, turned the balance in 
favor of health.

Neglected consumption does 
not exi>-t where Scott’s Emul­
sion is.

I’ ronijit use of Scott’s Emul­
sion checks the disease while it 
i.in be checked.

Send lor Inc sample.
SCOTT & UOWNt:. Cliciauu,

404 415 IVarl Street, Mete Yeek.
;.ic and fi.oo; all drugglaU.

Save The Loved Ones.

Mrs. Mary A. Vliet, Newcastle, 
Colo., writes: “ I believe Bal­
lard’s Horehound Syrup is sup­
erior to any other <x)ugh medi­
cine, and will do all that is claim-, 
ed for it, and is so pleaaant to 
take. My little girl wants to take 
it when she has no need for it.” 
Ballard’s Horehound Syrup is 
the great cure for all pulmonary 
ailments. 25c, 50c ana $1.00 at 
Burroughs 4 Mann’s.

C<X)1 off if you can; if youi 
can’t, try a whiff of Burroughs A 
Mann’s fount. All late drinks.

Our repetrter, says an exchange, 
was in the butcher shop the 
other day and was somewhat 
startled by the boss addressing 
the delivery boy in these wonla: 
‘‘Now, boy, took lively. Break 
the bones in Mr. Anthony’s chops 
and put Mr. Gleason’s ribs in 
your basket, and, by Jove, here’s 
Mfs. R— ’s liver that ahe left on 
the counter yesterday, and take 
Joe Large’s feet out of the pickle 
and deliver right off” . “ All 
right, sir,” replied the boy, “ just 
as soon as I saw Miss R — ’s leg 
off.”

Advertised Letters.

Following letters remain un- 
oalled for in the Post OfHce at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let­
ter office Apr. 1. When call- | 
ing for them please state adver 
tised.

Mattie R. W itt, P. M. 
Brown, E J 
Haflick, 8 A  
Knott, H W  (2 )
James, D 
James, Henry 
Norwood, Miss Mattie 
Lane, D
Owen, Mrs Ibbie 
Pippin, A  B 
Slayton, C M 
Sheppard. Harrison 
Sharp, A C 
Tunnell, J B 
Young, S D 
Sanches, Tsidro (2 )

List of Subscribers of Merkel Tele­
phone Exchange.

New Laws.

Tex., April

Now’s the time to adverf.ise.

Austin, Tex., April 3.—The 
following bills were signed today 
by the Governor and filed with 
the Secretary of State:

An act relating to dates of 
teachers’ examination and to 
time of Validity of teachers’ cer­
tificates.

An act rei^uiring streetcars 
operated during the winter 
months to have vestibuled plat­
forms for the protection of the 
motormen.

An act requiring railroad 
agents to bulletin the actual ar­
rival and departure of passenger 
trains and if delayed the cause of 
such delay and to correctly in­
form purchasers of tickets re­
garding same.

The following resolutkms and 
bills were filed with the Serreta- 
ry of State without having been 
signed by the Governor and will 
become laws without his approv­
al

A resolution providing for a 
constitutional amendment rela­
ting to pensioning ex-Confe«ler- 
ate soldiers and sailors and their 
widows so that $500,000 may be 
distributed annually in pensions, 
and $100,000 be appn»printed an­
nually for the maintenance and 
support of the Confederate Home.

A resoluton providing for a 
<x>nstitutional amendment author­
izing legislation in aid of inter­
nal improvements.

A resolution providing for aA WORD TO FARM TOILERS. I constitutional amendment to per­
mit the incorpxiration of corpor-

PAINE S CELERY' 
COMPOUND

The Hom e Friend of the 
Farmer and H is Family.
After the labors and toils of the summer 

and harvesting of crops in the early autoao, 
many of our farmers, their wives, daughters, 
and sons, find themselves in a conditioa of 
health demanding careful attention if suSciing 
is to be avoided later on. Many cxpcoence 
kidney trouble in some form; with tome the 
liver is torpid; there is biliousness, nausea, and 
vomiting, with loss of appetite and deptessioo 
of spirits. Thousands who have been exposed 
to cold, damp winds and rains while toiling in 
the harvest fields, now feel the twinges of 
terrible rheumatism; others run down by 
worr}’, overwork, a ^  irregular dieting, are 
tormented with the pangs of dyspepsia.

To the thousands of run down, sickly, and 
half dead men and women in farm hones wt 
recommend with all bones^ and confidence 
the worker’s friend, Paine’s Celery Compound, 
the only medicine thst can quickly and luOy 
restore strength to the weak body and vigor to 
the muscles. Paine’s Celery Compound tones 
tl>e stomsch; it removes Misonous adds fron 
the blood which esuse rheumatism; ft feeds 
the weak and diseased nerves and banishes 
ncurslgic tortures; it purifies the blood and 
gives true vitaUty and life. The use of Paine’s 
( elery Compound in autumn means the eatab. 
fishing of a perfect physical vigor to withstand 
the rigors of a severe winter.

D I A M O N D  D Y E S
tBrehiUivn’iclstfMsaMaiMl MwIcasUs. TImv 

raUm, aSMfiiaft. 
tr dyas aeualDfa* 

mocirf Dyes in rstUty ci umsi SImt n«v«t 
dUapfoiat.
W« bav* a •paetal deyartaseel •( tdvi««, tad 
will snawar fravaay OMStioaa about dyateg. 
Head aampla of goods whoa possibis.

UirrrUou book aad 4$ dyad oamyloa frM. 
DIAMOND D TU , Buritegtau. Vt

ate bodies, with banking and 
discounting privilegeti.

An act relating to the school 
curriculum.

An act providing that the 
scholastic age shall be between 
7 and 17 years of age.

An act enlargeing I'.he powers 
of the railroad Comnaission re­
lative to passenger tn tin service 
80 chat all passenger brains shall 
be required U) stop .it stations 
designated by the Commission.

An act relating to the penalty 
for seduction and ma "riage in 
case of seduction.

An act authorizing trustees of 
towns and villages incorporated 
for free school purixises' only to 
issue bonds for school sites and 
building.

An act authorizing the con­
solidation of the Gulf, Beaumont 
and Kansas City and the Gulf, 
Beaumiont and Great Northern 
Railro ids.

An Act authorizing the County 
Judge to fix the place of trial for 
lunacy at the residence of the 
lunatic.

Adkisson, Dr .1 A res.............  38
“ “ office..........  43

Allen, 1 S re s .........................  48
Bank, First National............
Bank, Warnick’s ....................  18
Berry, Gtn) S re s ....................  84
Browning, W F res................. lb

“ A Co furniture... . 68 
Burroughs A Mann drugs.... 59 
Burton-Lingo Co lumber . . . .  60
Barnes A Hughes livery....... 4
Bruce, T D res.......................  13
Clay, W L  res..........................  7
Coats, E I> res.......................  98
Counts, J H re s ...................... 75
Chenault A Hand grocers.... 56
Cuggin, T J r e s ...................... 64
Comegys, G E ......................  42
Davis, C E re s ......................  24
Dickson, W H hardware....... 5.3

“ “ residence....... 47
Dennis Bros grocery.............  ii3
Davis A Cox ptM»l h a ll...........  62
Depot, T A P .......................... 85
Eason, Sam re s ......................  6
Elliott, .John res...................... 28
Elliott A Miller shop...............  11
Kastup, A .............................
Grimmett, W N M res.............  63
Hamm, J C res......................  20

“ “ lumber...............  40
“ Frank res................... 17 j

Hoople, Frank res.................  47'
Hamilton, J O store................  31 [
Hughes, J H r e s ................... 10,
Hotel, Alsiibrook...................  li

“ South Side................... 55
Harris, Alex res....................  21;
Johnson, T A res.................... 26 |
King, Dr .1 H C res...............  41

“ Dr J H C office.............  59
Largent, C M ranch............... 67
Leeman. Dr J A re s .............. 70'

“ “ office..........  591
“ ICd J res.................  271

Little, Dr .1 W res.................  58'

McGuffin, F P res.................  651
McDonald, .1 H res.................... '
Martin A Hill store................. 46 i
.Miller, K A res........................ 19
Mann, .1 L res.........................  35
McCord, \V H r e s ..................  37
Martin, L E re s ......................  9'
Mkrkel Maii............................ 57 I
Maxwell A Son store.............  251
Norris, J M res....................... 51'
Pittanl, J K re s ......................  5
Rollins, K A res....................  8
Rust, Dr E M res....................  14

“ “ office....................  43
Rust A Pittard d ru gs .............  43
Star Store..............................  69
Sheppard A McDonald mar. . 52
Sharp A Co store................... 44
Senter, D M res....................  45
Thurmond, W  P res.............. 34
Young, R B res....................  49
Wurnick, Dr J H r e s ............  15

“ “ office......... 18
Warren, J T res....................  29

“ “ store.................  54
*• C P  ranch...............  2,3

West, G F res........................  78
“ “ hardware-grocery. 72

Williamson’s restaurant........  32
Williams, H C res.................  12
Watkins A Son market..........  61
Watkins, J C sec-hand store. 74 
Woodard, J A  livery stable.. 90 
Watkins, J C re s ................... 89
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ITCHERINE, 50c., Cures Itch
OR YOUR MONEY BACK.

SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.

Bass Bros. Dru^
Abilene, ̂ Texas.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooc

E LL IO T T  & M IL L E R
DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods....
We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear; 

Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort­
ment of pumps, piping from L to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lots 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

r

Burton-Lin^o Co.,
L u m b e r  D e a le r s ,

M erK el, T exas.

•N
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V E R M I F U C E Ï
1 Moat is gnaatity. _ — B«t la yoall .̂ _ ( |
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JAM ES F. BALLARD, OL Louis.'

For Sale by B u r r o u g h s  A Mann , Merkel, Tex.

Mifia Jennie Rans«>me, of 
Louisiana Mo., is visiting Mr.A 
Mrs. W. H. Dickson. Miss Run- 
some is a cousin of Mrs. Dick-

A Great Sensation.

There was a big sensation in 
Leesville, Ind. when W . H. 
Brown of that place, who was 
expected to die, had his life sav­
ed by Dr. King’s New Discovery 
for Consumption. H^ writes: 
“ 1 endured insufferable agonies 
from Asthma but your New D is -; 
covery gave me immediate re- ! 
lief and soon thereafter effected j  
a complete cure. Similar cures ' 
of Consumption, Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis ane Grip are numer-1 
ous. It’s the peerless remedy 
for all throat and lung troubles. | 
Price 50c, and $1.00. Quaran- j 
teed by Rust A Pittard, Druggist. 
Trial bottles free.

Devil Renders A Verdict.
Bryxn fUmle. '

One night as the devil sat j 
musing alone in the midst of his , 
cozy warm fire, trying U) figure | 
the difference in guilt ’tween a j 
theif and all-around liar, hisj 
memory turned to the scenes of 
his youth, and his eyes filled with . 
hot boiling tears, so he took 
down his ledger and turned to a 
page dated about six thousands 
years.“ ! suppose,” he exclaimed, 
as he glanced through the b«u»k, 
“ I’m doing the l>est I can, for my 
business denotes a continual in­
crease ever since the creation of 
man. I’ve cribbed a good harvest
formany years,and should be con­
tent with the yeild, and give my 
opponent permission to have the 
gleanings I leave in the field. 
I’ve gathered a very diversified 
crop of merchants and lawyers 
galore; I’ve Ixmnd politicians m 
bundles until the ends of my fin­
gers are sore; I've fiddlers, gam­
blers and insurance men; I’ve 
murderers, forgers and liars; 
and filletl my furnace with green 
Populist till they actually put out 
the fires. I’ve railroad conduc- 
tt*rs and doctors to spare, horse 
traders and preachrs to spend. 
Republicans, Demticrats, Tories 
and Whigs, and two or three 
newspaper men. But there is 
one class I am happy to say can 
never gain entrance here; their 
souls are so dirty I’m sure they 
would demoralize hell in a year.
I refer to that thing neither hu­
man nor beast—the carrion crow 
of the world—who never is happy 
unless he can feast on the wreck 
of an innocent girl. A million of 
years in my warmest rooms his 
slanders would never atone; so ’I

give him a match and advise him 
to start a select little hell of his 
own.” With his fingers he lit an 
asbestos cigar, and placing his 
bottk on a shelf muttered: ‘1
may be a very bad man, but I’ve 
got some respect for myself.’ ”

The application to get the 
Taylor county prohibition case 
in the U. S. Supreme Court was 
refused, and the law will now go 
into full force and effect.

The Mail gives all the news.

Mr. and Mrs. Cotton of Snyder 
are guests of Rev. A. A. Baker 
and family. Mrs. Cotton was 
formerly Miss Kate Hayter and 
her friends are slad to see her.

P. B. Causseaux was down 
from Trent yesterday. He has 
been ill for three weeks, but is 
improving.

The I. O. O. F. lodges of the 
county will give an anniversary 
picnic near Capa on Saturday, 
April 25.

Will exchange photo work for 
board, at l*hoto Car.

See The Mail for all kinds of 
ob work at living prices.

Let Burroughs A Mann sell 
you your fishing tackle, poles, 
etc. A nice line.

Read the advertisements first.

Mrs. Tom Bird, who lived̂ ^  ̂
southeast of town, died last night 
and the body will be shipped to 
Blevins, Falla Co., for interment. 
She had long been a sufferer 
from consumption. The Mail 
joins with friends of the family 
in sympathy.

Advertising is the secret oj 
success in every business.
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lH?st taut tiu> .Mumüyú uiul tlio
JflHco*'8 had hoih hud thoir pautry 
\\:ndo"8 lr.i»’*'d opon?”

iUd ho? 1 don’t think 1 was lls-
tt i:in>:."

Mr llroinlpy Urowi. lioie proceeded 
to rtad aloud an f\traot from the
uo'Asi)api'r.

I no ‘aYchitoct inirplar.’ for hy this 
KOulu iMuot lilis a< I oniiillshed crluii-! 
nal is no\N Kno\wi. has lioon soon, it is 
hciiovod, not lonp apo in this neiph- 
liorlKHxl. altliough iiroliahly ho is now 
many nilloa away from tho scene of 
liis luto exploits. Ho is described as 
a younp man of pcntlenianlike and 
niilllary ai»pearan< e. w ith fair hair 
ami mustaolio. and wearing clothes 
of lashlonublo make."

Mr. Bromley Brown was soon ab- 
sorb»-d in moditution. He pictured 
himself, resolute, terrible, cunning, 
hounding down this distinguished 
criminal, bringing him to Justice.

He fell asleep to tile accompani­
ment of the lark’s song and dreamed 
that he was the chief of police In ' 
Russia Waking uti with a start he 
heard the «lock striki* 12.

A few yards av ay in the road he 
taw the figure of a young man. tail, ¡ 
fair, yes, and of unmistakably soldier-' 
ly appearance! And ho w as sketch- j 
lug. .A thrill run down .Mr. Brown's I 
spine. Ht> might not bo the chief of , 
the Russian police, but was ho nut on 
the eve of a discovery, an’ adventure, , 
the iHiBsible player In a great and ' 
dramatic case?

In one moment his mind had been 
made up. He would invlt>> this young 
man. oiivioiisly no other than the I 
architect burglar, with friendly greet-1 
lug, into his house. A hurried word 
to the coachman would send him, on

m

. ----
n . ■ d. .i;*.-i »troll
\\.:i«'.i I ,' i :U‘1 t id
1 «..«< :i i.tli
IrO .

.!i*.*v \« i »* al

I aloUf' .Is imi i ; lairtir.at.'toau, two ha id-bags, a travel- . ing I was anxious to atone. I'nt it that

, heard, and a re<l face.
breakfast, and St. I ‘‘Well, iny dear.” he liegan, heartily, 

< .c.ii s wife, g'lai.olnc at tlio rhlpping 1’Tin hero for a w«*ek.’
illtl ilig.'! . (•
m  id -..I.
C'l 11 . y:

i:
( . lice.

■” n-.e

«• in till ni' .I'.ii g s paper, St. Clair’s wife endeavored to smile 
lift red a tiny < ry i 1 didlght- 1  her aptireointion, and tlie smile froze 
. (  . I on her lips, .loshua waa watching his

¡aid St Clair, llnishlng ills niece intently.
"Order tea, niy dear,” he command- 

Itr. • r ¡'.as l>oo;i sighted off ed, ’’and while we are waiting I will 
llcac'iy Head. . yon l»now . dear old ' tell you all about this legacy which a 
i ’mlc ..l.<j..ltly i'- on luard !” kind benefactor has left me.”

Now whc!. St. Clair lioa:d tliat thing "Why. this is the tlrst I have heard 
lie drop;;, d hi.> cup—purposely. It of such a thing.” said the other, with 
broke naturally. , an astonishment that was clear'y un-

Conioim I I'ncle .McQuItty!” said feigned, 
he. I  “Yon don’t mean it? Well, it’s true

It I.us the ¡list word of any strength , enough. I’ve come into seven thou- 
which ;...* b - j  usi-d 1.. uls wife’s pres-i sand pounds.”

A model of middle class prosperity, 
swift feet, for two or three of the 
local police. Another messenger 
would hasten to Gen. Compton, the 
sternest of the county magistratee, 
ami he would arrive in time to be a 
witness of the discomfiture of a no­
torious criminal and of the ingenuity 
and promptitude of bis old friend 
Brown.

Meanwhile the young man had 
looked up smilingly. In answer to 
the remarks of the old gentleman by 
the hedge, he said that he hud come 
a considerable distance— that— and 
this wltli a very pleasaut laugh—

"And these arc lovely spoons.” ob­
served the architect burglar, with 
appalling coolness.

Ills years, stared at liis friend with a 
pair of very Kev'a eyes under white 
eyebrow.'!. •'You toUi me It was some , 
very u.gent busli.css,” contiuuud the ' 
general Then his eyes fell on the | 
young man iiy the lurtlier window.

"Ble.ss aiy .soul. l-2stcuurt, I didn't 
sec it was you In the corner!”

“Yes. and how are you. geaeral?” 
said the young man, ailvauclng with 
a (ordial smile.

Mr. Bromley Brown felt a sudden 
cold perspiration on his forehead. He 
was i-ntiiely unable to utter a word.

■'Mr- .Mr? ” said the yuuug mai^ 
”wa. so kind as to ask me to have 
a whisky and soda.”

”Ah. then you don’t know each 
other?” said the general. "Brown, | 
this is lA>rd Hstcourt. sou of my old | 
friei.l1 whom 1 have often talked 
about, you know. He Is working like 
u nigger at tlie college,” anil the 
speaker pointed toward a distant 

! view of a large white building miles 
away lieyond tlie grove of pines.

' "KstiMurt. this is Mr. Bromley Brown.
! one of niy liest lu'lghbors.”
I Mr. Brown felt as If some one had 
! struck him a violent Idow on the 
! head

•■Rapa' papa!” A fresli young 
voice came eiholng from tne garden, 
and In another moment a young girl 
ran into the room.

"Rapa, there are two policemen 
here! They say they have c'ome for 
some one— what dues it mean?”

“Ob' only about the chickens that 
were stolen, my dear,” said her 
father miserably.

•'Blit there are no chickens! You 
know you wouldn't tiave any, because 
you said they spoil the garden.”

“Did I say chickens?” Mr. Bromley 
Brown's dreary expression was that 
of a vi( tiin being led to execution. 
"Of course. 1 mean tbe forced straw­
berries Valiutiue. my dear— ”

The young man was still gazing at 
the lovely, puzzled face of his boat’s 
daughter.

“Your father has been so kind to 
me, .Miss Brown,” said be. "1 am 
struggling over military drawing, and 
in dally terror of lielng plowed.”

"Oh! Von are studying at the col­
lege!”

"Yes— 1 wonder— would you andwell, yes he wa.s thirsty and that |
there would be plenty of time to fin-1 father care to come over and>sse 
ish hla sketch after luncheon, and I *1 some day?
that he thought it a most kind sug­
gestion of his questioner to Inv^e 
him to have some.

For one instant .Mr. Brown glanced 
nervously at a silver box and candle­
sticks on Valentine’s writing table, 
'ihen. murmuring an excuse, he ran 
panting to the stables; in a choking 
voire dispatched the astonished 
coachman for the police, and a helpar, 
with an Impressive message scrib­
bled on a card, to Gen. Compton.

On his return he found the archi­
tect-burglar laughing over a favorite 
book of Valentine’s, the "Diary of a 
Nobody”— and they two talked, Mr. 
Brown for his part with a curious 
absent-mindedness of books and dif­
ferent forms of humor.

The parlor maid interrupted them 
to say that some cold meat was ready, 
and the two men adjourned to the 
dining room. The guest seemed truly 
grateful for a whisky and soda.

"That’s a beautiful old cup,” he re­
marked, pointing to a piece of silver 
of Queen Anne date in the middle of 
tbe table.

Mr. Bromley Brown's expression of 
mingled triumph and sarcasm passed 
unnoticed by the cheerful young vis­
itor.

The clock struck one— and he rose 
quickly to his feet.

"Thank you a thousand times for 
your hospitality,” lie said, pleasant­
ly. "I am afraid I must be off. You 
see, I am sketching fur duty, not 
pleasure.”

There was a sound of steps at the 
door, and a voice outside, which 
sounaea iiae a worn ui cummauu,
said:

"Where Is the man?”
The door was flung open, and a tall, 

soldierly figure steppetl qiMckly Into 
tbe dining room.

•’Well, Brown, what’s all this 
about?”

0»u CooiotoD voung and alert for

"Oh, that would he delightful, papa, 
dear, wouldn’t It?”

“Yes, liideeed, indeed it wtosld.” 
Mr Brown was still feeling half para­
lyzed.

"Good-by, Estcouri my boy,” said 
Gen. Compton. ”1 have got to have a  
word now with Brown on some most 
Important business about which I 
came down.”

Lord Kstcourt drew a little nearer 
to Valentine.

“You will drive over very soaa, 
then. Miss Brown?”

“Thank you— I am sure we shall 
enjoy It ever so much!”

"Then we won't say good-bye, I 
think,” said he, as he took her hand.
— The Kln£__________________

Farewell.
\Vh*n cown comes home, an’ sun’s Is low, 

,\n’ rhlikens shine agin do sky, 
(looU-by. my love. I bleexed tsr go, 

tJoi«J-by !iiy love, good-by.
Owod-by. my love, I speed away, 

(khMl-by. my love, oiu-e more—
'T ill I return ut break o’ day 

(Jood-by, my love. I go.

I go whur white fokes slumber soun',
I go to fotch dut hen.

I tells (lilt rooster pl<>ase cum down— 
Oood-by, my love, ’ till den.

<Jood-by. my love, put on dat pot— 
Oood-by. my baby love—

Be shore an' keep dat water hot— 
Oood-l>y, my turtle dove.

Macon Tciograph.

T h e  U n c le  W ho 
Was W e lco m e

I.
They hud bn?n married one month. 

The l:oiu>yntooii could not have been 
Iti.r.iuv ..‘J u|>un. They had success- 
luli., (kite u rharnilrig watering place 
auti U.': environs: had climbed ita eml-

eacc. nhc fiuvl.ed. looked at him 
steuuio . a'ad aiked;

What do you mean?”
"I lit-r youi pardon. Vou know my 

Lalipuiiiy to your quc(.r reldtivo."
"He l-ii a «¡oar old man."
“And a luiraidable fossil.”
"How .¡ar«- >ou insult my uncle?” i 

she iJcma.:ded. with t'anhing eyes.
"N ow . lay (ieur. 1 did nolhing of the ' 

St it. ■ . .. • jpolois^-tl« answer. "But
I do not iX'- Lmdc .MrQuitty. liemcin- 
l;«-r. lie o'.vi's 111»* forty iiouiidc. whl«-h 
I i ;r. sii:c la* '..ill in*v>r l»e able to i 
ifetuii.. H'* bo.«.s me. His couversa-| 
Ilou is lull i.i ortiaiiif i niuins. He ; 
ici'ks of ar:« ient sepulchres. A most 
uiipleacu.it oiai..”

The i the.' wao i,n the* ixilnt of tears 
a.s she r«*torted:

"If you broke your poor wife’s heart 
you would act « arc. I shell Invite Ua- | 
cle .McQuitty to stay with us for a 
week. He will expect it.”

"Yes. exactly. He cornea for a w«?ek, | 
and stays for a month 1 know him. | 
He shall not tome. L'liJerstand that. | 
.\giiet>. 1 will not have hlii. here”  And 
St. Clair rose hastily anil left the 
room to piepare for his return to his 
duties III the city, from which he had 
been exempt«*«! for one month.

He came l>ajk to say good-by to 
his wile. She hud thrown li«*rself into 
an easy chair, resteil her forehead 
upon au arm. ami was «-ryliig.

"Good b ), Agnes." he said. In a low 
voice.

The other's shoulders heaved with 
her sobs.

"You are a cruel niau”  she insisted.
"GtHid by. Agnes."
No reply.
St. Clair left 

went down btslrs. iiiaklug a most un 
uetessar) iiuise, banged-to the hall 
door, and wa.s goue.

.McQuitty had no sooner announced 
this welcome intelligence than a sec- 
oud knock rang through tbe houses. 

"That must be Horace,” cried St,

I wfty-
¡ Human nature, again. Yet there Is 
to old saying which runs, "Put your-

Iself In his place.”— Boston Journal.

I An Important S'gagcment.
A Now York wrrci '.«i was visit­

ing ft lends in Wa:'’;i;;.'Tto!i says that 
she ov«*rh,ard the* ro!l,,,.¡;!g conver­
sation lietween her lios:: u;;d the col­
ored butler.

"Janies, I expect ?on.e friends this 
afternoon, and want yru t'l attend to 
the door.”

‘‘Yassnm, shonlrt lli'.c to oblige you. 
but I »holy can’t t.;-i!ay.”

"Why not?” aslii.l (ho mistress of 
the household with ‘C'jino a.sperlty.

”1 dun got an ongc.ijer.icT.i— very Im­
portant. miss— veiy in.rvjrtaat.”

“But you shouldn't hr.'. made an 
engagement without « orj ".;¡ticg me 
You will have to postpci-e i:.”

'• 'Deed, ma'am, I slio’ would be glad 
to, but 1 can't nohow.” was the an­
swer.

“Yes, you can.” said the woman, 
now thoroughly vexed. "Any engage­
ment can he postponed.”

‘‘Yassuni. I know that." said the 
butler, “but I sholy has to go to this 
one. My brother is gwine to he hung, 
and I feel’s though I had to gu.”—  
New York Mail and Express.

‘‘Ho\w are ye. my boy?" cried the 
scientlet. "Glad to eee me, eh?” 

Clair’s wife, and she turned pale, 
while her eyes dwelt with a singular 
expression upon her visitor.

Through the quick-working brain of 
Joshua there flashed this questiou, 
''Am 1 welcome here?” He started to 
bU fe«‘t. "I have a g«>od Idea.” he 
cried. "I will spring a surprise upon 
St. Clair, give him a Little Joyful turn, 
as it were. I shall hire behind these 
curtains—yes. yes. why not? When 
he «'umes in you will talk about me; 

the room abruptly, j expecting au imme­
diate call— ha. ha' That will be very 
funny. 1 will creep out. get behind 
him, and— here he comes. Mind, Ag­
nes. nut a word!”

Cnrle McQuitty concealed himself in 
the nick of time. ,St. Clair entered.

"Hullo, my pet. you are not looking 
well,” said he to his wife, whose men­
tal perturbation may he Imagined.

II.
"Well, you art* u lucky fellow, upon 

my woril!”
St. Clair star«*il at the friend wno 

thus addressed him, whom he had met
at lunch four hours later. Thinking pang of remorse touched
that he ut l«•IlKth saw the meaning 
couveyi»d in the words lie replied:

“That I am married? Y«*s I am a 
lucky one, as you .say.”

"Nonseiise! That’s not luck; that’s”
(St. Clair looked uiiplossunt) "that's 
a blessed predestluaticii of a merciful 
providence.” The glare died from St.

f 1
I

V/liat a cjmr. ercsrr.ent to thalr horn* 
life!

Clair’s eyes. ’ Wliat I had in mind 
was the thuniplug big fortune which 
your wife s uiule, Joshua McQuitty, 
has so unexpectedly «lioppetl iuto.”

"Ell, what?” exclaimed the other, ex­
cited.

"Du you mean to tell me that you 
haven’t heard about it? Well, It’s 
true enough. A deceased niilliunaire, 
grateful to McQuitty for his scientific 
researches, has left him a few thou­
sands, that’s all. And your wife is his 
only relative."

St. Clair turned quite white. Poor 
human nature! How he repented his 
words anent his wife’s most estimable 
relative. Why, It was even possible
that Joshua might call during his ab­
sence, and If his wife gave him a chill­
ing reception, why, he— St. Clair—  
would never forgive himself for so 
terrible a blunder.

It was at four o’clock that afternoon 
that a smart ”rat-a-tat-tat” sounded 
through a certain house In Hornsey.

“Uncle McQuitty!” gasped St. 
Clair’s wife, as the servant opened the 
door.

Yes, It was here, sure enough. He 
came un the atairwav laden with a

him, he added. "I was rather a brute 
this moruliiK, Agnes, wasn't 1?”

In absolute terror lest he should 
again refer to a subjt^-t which was so 
distasteful to him. bis wife exclaimed, 
quickly:

"No, no. no! I— 1 have bad a head­
ache to-day, that's all.”

"Heard from Uncle J«mj?” St. Clair 
remarked, with nonchalance admirably 
assumed.

"I— 1— I am expecting him— very
soon.”

“Not a bad old fellow,” continued 
the other, patronizingly. *‘I suppose 
he leads easily In his particular line of 
science? No doubt of it, of course. 
An Indefatigable worker, a man of 
infinite research and quite «>riglnal in 
some of his views. Depend upon It, 
the world will hear more of him yet. 
Don’t you think so?”

But his wife at that moment ap­
peared to b<* incapable of thought. Her 
wide open eyes were fixed upon her 
husband with an indescribable expres­
sion.

“Now, 1 for one should not be sur­
prised if he eventually takes a fore­
most place among the great scientists 
of tbe century. And he’ll deserve It. 
He is a good fellow. If he chooses I 
see no reason why he should not make 
a longstay with us. He------ ”

"Oh, come, come; here am I blush­
ing like a schoolgirl!” cried a hearty 
voice; and Joshua .McQuitty, stepping 
from his hiding place, advanced with 
extendtMl hands to Bt. Clair, who fell 
back with an exclamation of bewilder­
ment and such a look of surprise that 
Uncle McQuitty burst into a roar of 
merriment. “How are ye. my boy?” 
cried the scientist. "Glad to see me, 
eh? I've come to stay a month."

• • •
“Now, I will never believe,” said St. 

Clair’s wife to her husband when 
their visitor had retired for the night, 
“I will never believe but that you 
knew he was behind the curtains. You 
must have.”

"And I tell you, my dear, that I 
did not dream of such a thing. I was 
never more dumbfounded in my life.”

“Then I am altogether at a k>as to 
account for so abrupt a change In your 
attitude toward my uncle. This morn­
ing you called him dreadful names; 
this evening you flattered him to the 
sklee.”

"Ah. my dear,” said St. Clair, “I
waa a htiita this mocaiBW.' this avan.

Russian Coming of Age.
A Russian does not become of age 

until he is twenty-six

Pitti’e Well Preserved Voice.
When I’atli san;.; recently in the 

preat .Mbcrt hall. I.ontJon. the crit­
ics agr«*c«l as t«i the extraordinary 
preservation of her voice, which, 
since her retirement from the ard­
uous work of concert tours, seeins 
to hav«* legaim.*«! much of its pris- 
tmo brilliance ami iK’auty. vet­
eran critic declare«! that her voice 
seemed as resonant and |K>werful 
as when she first astonished I.ondon 
forty-one years ago. Mme. Patti 
has alwavs lx*en extremely careful 
in coti'crving her voice, and now 
reaps tin* reward. K«)rty years is a 
long career in any profession.

Calendars for 1904.

Business men who use calen­
dars as one means of advertising 
(and a g îod one it is, too) should 
hold their orders until our line 
is in. The Mail makes a special­
ty of calender work and is pre­
pared to save you money on 
them in either large or small 
quantities.

Don’t send away for anything 
you may need in this line. tf

Made Their Eyes Water.

An old farmer had a small 
garden patch that caused him 
trouble every year on account of 
the drouth, says a good story tel­
ler. He used to raise a little 
truck by carrying water from a 
spring about a (juarter of a mile 
aVt’ay, but it was a good deal of 
trouble to him. He watered that 
garden for two seasons nut about 
planting time of the third he hit 
upon a happy idea, which was 
this. He planted a row of onions 
right along close to every row of 
potatoes. After that he never 
had auy more trouble, because 
the onions made the potatoes’ 
eyes water so much that it kept 
the whole truck patch moist.

The newspapers of a town are 
its looking glasses, says an ex­
change. It is here you see your­
self as others see you. You 
smile on them, and they smile 
back at you; you frown on them 
and you are repaid in kind. They 
are the reflex of a town. If the 
town is doing business the news­
papers will show it in their ad­
vertising columns. If the mer­
chants are spiritless fellows, 
whose stores are jumbles of junk 
and jam, the newspapers will 
show it by the lack of space they 
take. If you want the world to 
know that you have a live town, 
you can only let it be known 
through the newspaper.— V*x.

A solid block of brick business 
houses is not bad for a town of 
Merkel’s pretentions.

\
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A teacher whh talking to hia 
class alsmt the words “Thy will 
he done on earth aa it is in hear* 
en,” and said to them; “ You 
have told me what is to be done—  
the wilt of God; and where it is 
to be done—on earth; and how it 
is to be done— as it is in heaven. 
Now tell me— how do you think 
the anfjela do the will of God in 
heaven, as they are to be our 
pattern?” One cliild replied: 
“ They do it immediately.” An­
other said : “ They do it diligent­
ly.” A thin!: “ They ilo it with
all their hearts.” There was a 
short pause and then another ad- 
ed: “ Why sir, they do it with-|
out asking any ijuestions.”— Kx. j

heputy Sheriff Lon Gunning- I 
ham is in the city.

Notice. * 1
Ors. Leeman A King’s office in 

Burroughs A Mann’s drug store. 
Calls answered day and night, 
both in town and in the country.

Catarrali made a specialty. 
Hemorrhoids (piles) cured with­
out the ordinary danger of the 
knife, no loss of time, no blood.

The Alcohol or W hislky 
tiAHiTS, Opium, Morphine, i 
Cocane, Chloral; in fact, ull drug, 
habits cured, and you at your 

i own homes and at your usual 
vocation. No loss of time; no' 
railroad fare; no hotel expenses.

Call and see us; it will cost I
you n.othing.

We will furnish you a trial ! 
treatment absolute free at your i 
reijuest, provided you will prom- i 
ise to follow directions. ‘

Leeman A King. |

J. T. W A R R E N .  RKCa.
Q E O .  S. B E R R Y .  C A t H i c n .

Q. F .  W EST .  Vice R9ES. 
T .  A ,  J O H N S O N .  A 8 9 T .  CASHICA,

THE FIRST NATIONAL
MERKEL, TEXAS.

l ‘n»f. C. 10. Kvans, principal of 
the Merkel I’uhlie free whool, 
was in the »-ity Satimlay and 
made the Re|H)rti'r an appre- 
ciat**d call. The Merkel schoo| 
will run till alxmt the middle of 
May, and has been a decidetl; Who wants to rent a good five 
success this vear. The g«K)d I room house in Merkel— conveni-

C A P I T A L  F U L L Y  PAID  IN 
S H A R E H O L D E R S ’ L IA B I L I T I E S  
S U R P L U S  A N D  U N D I V I D E D  P R O F I T S

TOTAL

$  5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
5 0 . 0 0 0 .  0 0
14.. 0 0 0 . 0 0

$ 1  1 4 . ,0 0 0 .0 0

W E S O L IC IT  YOUR PATRONAGE. H

J
We will sell our camp house in 

wagon yard cheap. This build­
ing would make a good barn.

.1. H. Hughes A Co.

people of Merkel have built a 
school house of whi<di the whole 
c»»unty is pi-oud ami are an up- 
hj-now pts»ple in every respect 
which accounts for such an edu­
cator as Prof. G. 1’̂  I'A’ans being 
put at the head of their school.—  
Ke|H)rter.

The fieporter is aulht»rity for 
the rumor that a “ skunk ranch” 
is siHUi to be established near 
Abilene, and says 100 acres of 
land has been purchased on I '.lm 
for that j)urpt)se. This is a new 
industry f«>r this country, but in 
California there are a number of 
these ranches which are said to 
yield a handsome income.

U. S. District Court convenes 
in Abilene next Monday.

Tee Mail last week neglected 
b) mention the arrival of little 
M iss Willie May McCord at the 
home of Agent MetJord. She is 
a beautiful, winsome little girl 
and hails from the Morris Orphan 
Home at Fort Worth. These 
good people are b) be congratu­
lated u{K)n securing such a 
treasure, and The Mail ho|)es she 
will prove a blessing and comfort 
to them. She is the second little 
orphan to a fmdnice home in 
Merkel. It is certairdy a noble 
work that the Rev Morris is en - 
gaged in.

BUCKDRAUOWTI
THE GREAT 

fANliy MEDICINE

Tbetlford’s Ulack*I >rau{|;ht has 
saved doctors* bills for more than 
sixty years. For the common fam- 

ailments, such as consti]>ation, 
indigestion, bard colds, bowel com­
plaints, chills and fever, bilious­
ness, headaches and other like 
complaints no other medicine is 
neoetsar}'. It invigorates and reg­
ulates the liver, assists digestion, 
stimulates action of the kidneys, 
purifies the blood, and purges the 
bowels ot foul accumulations. It 
cures liver complaint, indigestion,, 
sour stomach, dizziness, chills, 
rheumatic pains, sideache, back- 
a^e, kidney troubles, constipation, 
diarrhsa, biliousni^ss, piles, hara 
colds and headache. Kvery drug­
gist basTbedford’s Dlack-Draugbt 
in 25 cent packitfes and in niam- 
moth size fur |1.W. Never 'accept 
a suMitute. Insist on having v c  
oriffind made by the Chattanooga 
Mraicine Comuanv.

ent to school, giH»d barn, lota and 
garden, five acrea of land, well 
and wind mill. For particclara 
aee Haaham, Shepherd A Co.

We mix and make all the lateat 
and best drinks. Come and aee.

Burroughs A Mann.

Too Great a Ritk.

A reliable remedy for bowel 
complaints should always he 
kept at hand. The risk ia too 
great for anyone bi take. Cham­
berlain’s Colic, Cholera and Di- 
arrhoe Remedy never fails and 
when reduced with water is 
pleasant to take. For sale by 
Burrougs A Mann.

1). C. Hutcheson has given out 
the idea of putting a second story 
to his building, and us a conse- ' 
ijuence the brick work has been 
topped off and the building 
turned over to carpenters. ,

A Peculiar Hotel.

“ In a little town in the back- 
woods of Mississippi,” remarked 
a traveling man to the Birming­
ham Age-Herald, ’‘there is a pe­
culiar hotel It is just like any 
other hotel, except in the way the 
rooms are named. They are not 
numbered, as is generally done, 
but each room is named for a 
state in the United States. When 
1 stopped at the place I was as­
signed to the nxim called Dela­
ware. It was correctly named, 
b>o, for it was one of the smallest 
rooms in the houso. A  man who 
was occupying New Hampshire 
made complaint to the landlord 
that the man in Maine was drunk 
and boisterous, and was thus 
keeping him awake. This seems 
strange when we recall that Maine 
is a prohibition state. Two men 
up in Montana w’ere keeping up 
the reputation of the wild west 
by engaging in a noisy poker 
game. A big fat capitalist 
had New York, which was the 
best room in the house. The room 
called Alabama ia too ordinary 
for anything and a farmer was 
occupying it the night 1 was 
there. It was funny to stand in

A Prominent Minister Recommends 
Chamberlain’s Colic, Cholera 

and Diarrhoea Remedy.

Rev. Francis J. Davidson, | 
pastor of the St. Matthew Bap­
tist church and president of the j 
Third District Baptist Assoeia-1 
tion, 2731 Second St., New Or­
leans, writes as follows: “ 1
have used Chamberlain’s Colic,  ̂
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy 
for cramps and pains in the 

i stomach and found it excellent., 
It ia in fact the best cramp and : 
colic remedy I have ever used, i 
.Also several of my parishioners 
have used it with equally satis­
factory results.” For sale by 
Burroughs A Mann.

Somebody’* Darling.

Texarkana Democrat.
In a poetrj’ contest in Arkansas 

a prize was offered to the pierson 
who should write the best verse. | 
The prize was won by a charm­
ing young woman, who submit­
ted the following beautiful and 
touching lines:
“ I am a young woman from A r­

kansas;
1 can saw as much wtKid us 

paw’ can saw;
i can do as 1 w’ish,
I can drink like a fish.

And I can cha’v as much ’backer 
us paw can chaw.”

W alks Without Crutches.
s

I was much afflicted with scia­
tica, writes Kd. C. Nud, lowa- 
ville, Sedgw’ick Co., Kan.,, 
“ going about on crutches and i 
suffering a deal of pain. I was 
induced to try Ballard’s Snow' 
Liniment, which relieved me. I 
used three 50c bottles. It is the 
greatest liniment I ever used;^ 
have recommended it to a num­
ber of persons, all express them- j 
selves as being benefltted by it.
1 now walk without crutches, 
able to perform a great deal of 
light labor on the farm.” 25c, 
50c and $1.00 at Bourroughs A 
Mann’s.

It Uxiks very much like rain 
this morning.

j Implements..

FOR THE 
FARM;

I

Plows, 
Cultivators, 
Planters,
Hoes,
Rakes,
Plow Points,
Etc., etc.

Queens ware. 
Glassware, 
Stoves, Ranges, 
Lamps, Cutlery, 
Etc., etc.

Nothing but Dependable Goods

j W. H. Dickson

I

FOR THE 
HOME:

I

See J. H. Hughes A Co. before 
you buy your corn or oats.

Pasture Posted.

My pasture east of tow’n is 
posted and positively no hunting

I bclkvt Th«Mor<rt BUck-Draught 
It the bait mcdkinc on earth. It It 
good far any and everything. I have 
a family at twelve children, and for 
fanr yean I have kept them on foot 
and healthy with no doctor but BUck- 
Drau^it. A. J. GREEN. Mewara. La.

the office and hear a bellboy tell
the clerk that towels were wanted will be a ‘>we
in Iowa and that a fellow in 
North Dakota was kicking like a 
steer because he had no fire. | farm work.
“ Send two Manhattan cocktails 
up to Mississippi,” was one of ; 
the orders the clerk gave. “ Be 

I sure to call the man in Florida at 
j  5 o’clock in the morning,” 
one of the employes. And thus 
it went. This hotel is a curiosity 
to the traveling public. It is
conducted by an eccentric o l d ________________
fellow, but where he conceived i Wanted— Light set of books to 
the idea of naming rooms after ; keep at odd hours. Call at Photo 
states I do not know.” — Ex. iCar.

J. W. Daniel.

Hand wanted at once to do 
Apply U>

Sam Butman, 
Nubia, Texas.

Now’s the time to kill the dogs 
and we have the carbon to do it 

Burroughs A Mann.

Piaster services wifi be held at 
the Methodist church next Sun­
day at 11 a. m.

Beyond All Comparisons.

One of the many factors con­
tributing to the remarkably rapid
and Bolid growth of St. Louis is , ^ ,,,
the marvelous development of 
the Southwest and other territory 
tributary to that city in all lines 
of trade. In 1904 there will be 
held the greatest World’s F’air in 
the world. The presidential 
campaign will also take place.
To keep informed with the whole 
world you should subscribe at

A Demonstration of What Chamber­
lain’s Colic, Cholera and D i­
arrhoea Remedy Can Do.

“ One o( our customers, a high-
j)hicc,

had been for ten years a sufferer 
from chronic diarrhoea,” writes 
W’alden A Martin, ilruggists, of 
Enterprise, Ala. “ 11c liad used 
various patent preparations and 
been treated by physicians with­
out any permanent benefit. A 
few months ago he eommeiiceil

. . - taking Chamberlain's Colic,
„nee for that peer of newspapers, > ^ Diarrhoea
The Twice-a-week St. Louis Re-
public. It is indispensable to the 
farmer, merchant or professional 
man. Its telegraphic and cable 
service excels that of any other 
paper. It prints the news fully; 
not imaginative occurrences, but | 
domestic and worl wide facts. It , 

Democratic in politics, but ]
newspaper 
The sub-

is
distinctly a national 
and family journal, 
scription price of $1.(X) gives you  ̂
two papers each week, 104 papers 
a year.

We have bought the old school 
building and will sell the lumber 
cheap in any amount wanted.

J. H. Hughes A Co.

R*‘inedy
and in a short time was entirely 
cured. Many citezens of Enter­
prise who know the gentleman 
will testify to the truthfulness of 
this statement.” For sah* by 
Burroughs A Mann.

.1. F. Chennult of ilieo visited 
his brother hert> last week.

An exchang says: “The moth­
ers and daughters need to realize 
that women’s life and liberty <lo 
not consist in the multitude of 
avenues that lead from the 
home to the outside world, Imt in 
the number of avenues by which 
she may bring the best fr«>m the 
outside world into the homo.”
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Corne and Look
The loudest voices can 

be heard at the greatest 
distance, but it is the 
soundest argument that 
creates . the BEST IM­
PRESSION.

I S ' * ^

W e  do our talking by our merit* W e  want you to listen and 

profit thereby* There^s as much in it for you as there is for us* 

Our audience of customers is growing each day* Come join the 

ranks* W e  now have our full spring stock open for your inspection 

and can say it is the L A R G E S T  and B E S T  we have ever shown, 

and it will pay you to take a look through the store*

Anything in D R Y  G O O D S  and GRO CERIES*

»  J. 0. HAMILTON i
5>6c Farmer’s Column.
Interesting Items Pertaining' to the Farm  

Farm  L ife . F rom  O u r  L xcH an ^es .
and

JOHN B A L L E W ’S  ID E A S

First Prize W inner In Newt Diveri- 
ihcation Contest on the Art 

of Farming.

About one mouth ago The 
News published four prize articles 
upon the subject of how to make 
farming pay in Texas in spite of 
the boll weevil. The winner of 
the first prize (SlOO in cash) is 
John Ballew of Crenshaw, Falls 
County.

Believing that Mr. Ballew 
could give the farmers of Texas 
many more practical suggestions 
based u|xm his experience and 
close oservation, a represnetative 
of The News propounded a few 
questions to him last week, which 
he cheerfully answered as fol­
lows :

“ What first led you to abandon 
the all-cotton method of farming, 
Mr. Ballew?” The News man 
asked.

“ From reading Farmes’ Forum 
and the editorials in The News, 
sir, which paper I have taken for 
some years past. The more I 
read The News, and the closer I 
follow its general suggestions 
upon farming, the more en­
thusiastic I grow upon diversifi­
cation. I acknowledge that when 
The News first bagan to preach 
this doctrine good and strong I 
took it with a grain of salt, be­
cause, as you see, my farm is in 
the very heart of this waxy belt. 
1 had been told by old setlers 
that nothing would pay here but 
corn and cotton. However I be­
gan to experiment, and gradual­
ly learned that The News is a 
good, safe teacher, and that al­
most anything suited to this lati­
tude can be profitably raised 
here.

“ Are you a native Texan?”
“ I am from Jackson, Term., 

and w’hen I landed in Texas had 
not one nickel to rattle against 
the other. I am frank to confess 
that I have never been overload­
ed with the ‘long green,’ but I 
have a nice little block of prairie 
land, and now, since your big 
prize has been awarded me, I 
carry a fat pocketbook that looks 
like a bale of cotton in my old 
jeans.”

“ Mr. Ballew, did you have 
trade or profession when you 
landed in Texas?”

“ None. I was raised on an

old red farm in Madison County 
Tennessee, and had no money, 
or friends who were able hi as­
sist me. I grubbed for 50 cents 
a day when 1 landed, and then 
worked on the farm for wages. 
Then on halves, and bought 
team and rented. FinaiVj'̂  ̂ 1 
bought. It has alw’ays been my 
steady purpose to ow-n a nice 
home, and 1 want you to tell all 
the readers of The News w ho are 
struggling for homes, that they 
have my genuine sympathy, and 
if I can blaze the way a little bit 
plainer with my clumsy quill I 
shall not have spent my life in 
vain. 1 want you to beg the 
people to get homes. Diversifi­
cation is the plan. For the ben­
efit of younger men w’ho are am­
bitious to own their homes I will 
say that, no matter how lowly 
may be your position, if you have 
energy, average intelligence, 
understanding the principles of 
economy, and are willing to fol­
low the sound teachings of The 
Galveton-Dallas News, you can 
all require good homes in grand 
old Texas.”

“ Have you any hobbies, Mr. 
Ballew?”

“ Oh, yes. I’m a crank about 
some things. I’m a crank about 
economizing lime and labor on 
the farm. I try to lay out my 
land so as to break and cultivate 
in going out and coming in. If 
any of the readers of The News 
can be induced to try this plan 
they will be surprised to see how 
much work can be done in this 
way. The plowman has to come 
to the house for a wrench, a fresh 
drink or other things. If a row 
is brought in and one carried out 
every time, I figure that 5 per 
cent of the work can be done in 
this way. I am also a little cran­
ky about broad cutting plows. If 
one man can take four horses and 
a big plow and do as much work 
as two men with two horses 
each, the work of one hand is 
saved. One other idea I wish 
you would tell your readers 
about: There are yet some few
who pooh-pooh at what they call 
book farmihg. We can tell each 
other things on paper that would 
consume years in actusl exper­
ience to learn. The farmer needs 
to understand economic princi­
ples and how to apply them in 
every day life. He should take 
a firm grip on old Father Time’s

forelock and manage U) always 
have somethin other people want. 
On account of so much rain du­
ring the last four months, not 
only in Texas, but the adjacent 
States and Territories also, the 
acreage in corn will probably be 
small the present year. Con­
sequently corn will demand a 
good price next winter and 
spring. Then there are hogs 
and mules, a few of which every 
farmer should raise. They are 
now and will continue to be up in 
O.’ A good pair of mules will 
fetch Si-iOO. A hog will bring as 
much clear money as a bale of 
cotton. 1 do not disparage cot­
ton, however. It belongs to di­
versity. We pay onr biggest 
bills with it, and The News recog­
nized this when it offered those 
handsome prizes. As the people 
are reading closely, 1 deem it 
unnecessary to emphasize any 
of the points brought out in my 
prize letter. 1 wish you would 
thunk all who are interested in 
The News, principally the award­
ing committee, for those prizes.” 

“ What do you consider the 
biggest leak on the farm?”

“ Leaving the cornstalks in the 
field instead of shredding and 
making fine hay of them. The 
next biggest loss to the farmer is 
that entailed by leaving the cot­
ton in the field after it is open, 
to bleach out and lose in weight, 
quality of staple, and fall out on 
the ground and rot. It can be 
picked cheaper early, and brings 
very much more money. But all 
the little leaks amount to more 
than one big one. To make 
farming pay, all of these little 
details must be watched.” — Dal­
las News.

<Contlnued from flmt pago.)

sponsor and Maryland division ; 
commander, sponsor and Virgin­
ia division ; carriage, containing 
Rev. .1. William .loner, chaplain 
general, U. C. V.; commander, 
sponsor and South Carolina divi­
sion; commonder, sp<»nsor and 
West Virginia division.

Sons of Veterans— Trans-Miss­
issippi Department— Lieutenant 
General W. L. Cabell, staff, spon­
sor and maids; commander, 
sponsor and Texas division; 
commander, sponsor and Arkan­
sas division; commander, spon- 
s<*r and Missouri division; com­
mander, sponsor and Indian 
Territory division; commander, 
sponsor and Oklahoma division; 
commander, sponsor and Pacific 
division ; commander, sponsor 
and Northwest division.

Jesuits Cadets.
Carriages of distinguished per­

sonages.
Louisiana National Guard.
Ambulance corps.

He kissed her back.— Atlanta

Constitution. She fainted upon 
his departure.— Lynn Union. 
She seated herself upon his en­
tering.— Albia Democrat. She 
whipped him upon his return.— 
Burlington Hackeye. How about 
the woman who was hurt in the 
fracas?— Railway age. He kick­
ed the tramp upon his sitting 
down.— American Pharmacist.
We thought she sat down upon 
being asked.— Saturday Gossip. 
He kissed her passionately upon 
her reappearance.—Jefferson
Souvenir. A Chicago foot pad 
was shot in the tunnel.—Western 
Medical Reporter. We feel sorry 
for the poor woman who was shot 
in the oil regions.— Medical 
World, And why not drop a 
tear for the man who was fatally 
stabbed in the rotunda, and for 
him who was kicked on the high­
way.— Medical Age. How about 
the fellow who was shot in the 
tenderloin district?— Rockwall
Phonograph. Please shed a few 
tears for the Ruthven girl who 
was hit on the front porch.—  
Ruthven (111.) Appeal.

r WHAT'S IN A 
NAME?

lady from each southern state as 
heraid and one as sponsor for 
New Orleans.

General John B. Gorden, com­
mander in cheif, his staff and 
sponsor and maids of honor.

Carriages, containing the 
seven Southern Mothers.

Department of Tennessee— 
Leiutenant General S. D. Lee, 
department commander’s staff, 
sponsors and maids; command­
ers sponsors and Tennessee di- 
visi<m; commander, sponsor and 
Florida division ; commander, 
sponsor and Alabama division ; 
commander, sponsor and Geor­
gia division; commander, spon­
sor and Mississippi division : 
commander, sponsor and Lou­
isiana division ; commander, 
sponsor and Kentuckey division.

Department of Virginia—  
Lieutenant General C. Irvine 
Walker, staff, spons<ir North 
Carolina division ; commander, >

I

Shakespeare said, A 
rose by any other 
name would smell as 
sweet; but when it 
comes to PLOWS

John Deere and 
Standard Plows

stand for all that is good in the plow  
line. Better get the best Plows and 
Farm Implements if you want the 
best results. Their

Riding Planter
is a winner for 1903. Prices Right, 
Goods right.

GEO. L. PAXTON,
ABILENE, TEXAS.
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Come and Look
The loudest voices can 

be heard at the greatest 
distance, but it is the 
soundest argument that 
creates . the BEST IM­
PRESSION.

W e do our talking by our merit* W c  want you to listen and 

profit thereby* There^s as much in it for you as there is for us* 

Our audience of customers is growing each day* Come join the 

ranks* W e  now have our full spring stock open for your inspection 

and can say it is the L A R G E S T  and B E S T  we have ever shown^ 

and it will pay you to take a look through the store*

Anything in D R Y  G O O D S and GROCERIES*

S9.J. 0. HAMILTON
U /)e Farmer’s Column.
Interesting Items Perta in ing to tHe Farm  

Farm  L ife , F rom  O u r  F xcH an ges .
m d

JOHN B A L L E W ’S  ID E A S

First Prize W inner In News Divers­
ification Contest on the Art 

of Farming.

About one mouth ago The 
News published four prize articles 
upon the subject of how to make 
farming pay in Texas in spite of 
the boll w’eevil. The winner of 
the first prize (SlOO in cash) is 
John Ballew of Crenshaw’, Falls 
County.

Believing that Mr. Ballew* 
could give the farmers of Texas 
many more practical suggestions 
based upon his experience and 
close oservation, a represnetative 
of The News propounded a few 
questions to him last week, which 
he cheerfully answ’ered as fol­
lows :

“ What first led you to abandon 
the all-cotton method of farming, 
Mr. Ballew?” The News man 
asked.

“ From reading Farmes’ Forum 
and the editorials in The News, 
sir, which paper I have taken for 
some years past. The more I 
read The News, and the closer I 
follow it.s general suggestions 
upon farming, the more en­
thusiastic I grow upon diversifi­
cation. I acknowledge that when 
The News first bagan to preach 
this doctrine good and strong 1 
took it with a grain of salt, be­
cause, as you see, my farm is in 
the very heart of this waxy belt. 
1 had been told by old setlers 
that nothing would pay here but 
corn and cotton. However I be­
gan to experiment, and gradual­
ly learned that The News is a 
good, safe teacher, and that al­
most anything suited to this lati­
tude can be profitably raised 
here.

“ Are you a native Texan?”
“ I am from Jackson, Term., 

and when I landed in Texas had 
not one nickel to rattle against 
the other. I am frank to confess 
that I have never been overload­
ed with the ‘long green,’ but I 
have a nice little block of prairie 
land, and now, since your big 
prize has been awarded me, I 
carry a fat pocketbook that looks 
like a bale of cotton in my old 
jeans.”

“ Mr. Ballew, did you have 
trade or profession when you 
landed in Texas?”

“ None. I was raised on an

old red farm in Madison County 
Tennessee, and had no money, 
or friends who were able to a.s- 
sist me. I grubbed for 50 cents 
a day when 1 landed, and then 
workeil on the f arm for wages. 
Then on halves, and bought 
team and rented. Finai^‘ 1 
bought. It has always been my 
steady purpose own a nice 
home, and 1 want you to tell all 
the readers of The News who are 
struggling for homes, that they 
have my genuine sympathy, and 
if I can blaze the way a little bit 
plainer w’ith my clumsy quill 1 
shall not have spent my life in 
vain. I w’ant you to beg the 
people to get homes. Diversifi­
cation is the plan. For the ben­
efit of younger men who are am­
bitious to own their homes I will 
say that, no matter how lowly 
may be your position, if you have 
energy, average intelligence, 
understanding the principles of 
economy, and are willing to fol­
low the sound teachings of The 
Galveton-Dallas News, you can 
all require good homes in grand 
old Texas.”

“ Have you any hobbies, Mr. 
Ballew?”

“Oh, yes. 
some things.

I’m a crank alx)ut 
I’m a crank about 

economizing time and labor on 
the farm. I try to lay out my 
land so as to break and cultivate 
in going out and coming in. If 
any of the readers of The News 
can be induced to try this plan 
they will be surprised to see how 
much work can be done in this 
way. The plowman has to come 
to the house for a wrench, a fresh 
drink or other things. If a row 
is brought in and one carried out 
every time, I figure that 5 per 
cent of the work can be done in 
this way. I am also a little cran­
ky about broad cutting plows. If 
one man can take four horses and 
a big plow and do as much work 
as two men with two horses 
each, the work of one hand is 
saved. One other idea I wish 
you would tell your readers 
about: There are yet some few
who pooh-pooh at what they call 
book farming. We can tell each 
other things on paper that would 
consume years in actusl exper­
ience to learn. The farmer needs 
to understand economic princi­
ples and how to apply them in 
every day life. He should take 
a firm grip on old Father Time’s

forelock and manage to always 
, have somethin other people w’ant. 
i On account of so much rain du- 
' ring the last four months, not 
¡ only in Texas, but the adjacent 
States and Territories also, the 

I acreage in corn w’ill probably be 
; small the present year. Con­
sequently corn W’ill demand a 
good price next winter and 
spring. Then there are hogs 

‘ and mules, a few* of w’hich every 
farmer should raise. They are 
now* and w’ill continue to be up in 
O.’ A good pair of mules w’ill 

; fetch S.‘100. A hog will bring as 
much clear money as a bale of 
cotton. 1 do not disparage cot­
ton, how’ever. It belongs to di­
versity. We pay onr biggest 

: bills W’ith it, and The News recog­
nized this w’hen it offered those 
handsome prizes. As the people 
are reading closely, I deem it 
unnecessary to emphasize any 

i of the points brought out in my 
prize letter. I wish you w’ould 

I thunk all who are interested in 
The New s, principally theaw’ard- 
ing committee, for those prizes.” 

“ What do you consider the 
biggest leak on the farm?”

“ Leaving the cornstalks in the 
I field instead of shredding and 
> making fine hay of them. The 
. next biggest loss to the farmer is 
! that entailed by leaving the cot- 
I ton in the field after it is open, 
j  to bleach out and lose in w’eight, 
quality of staple, and fall out on 
the ground and rot. It can be 
picked cheaper early, and brings 
very much more money. But all 
the little leaks amount to more 

I than one big one. To make 
¡ farming pay, all of these little 
details must be watched.”— Dal­
las News.

(Continued from flrat

sponsor and Maryland division ; 
commander, sponsor and V’'irgin- 
ia division ; carriage, containing 
Rev. J. William .loner, chaplain 
general, U. C. V'.; commander,

I sponsor and South Carolina divi­
sion; commonder, sponsor and 

i West Virginia division.
I Sons of Veterans—Trans-Miss­
issippi Department— Lieutenant 

: General W. L. Cabell, staff, sp<tn- 
!sor and maids; commander, 
sponsor and Texas division ; 

¡commander, sponsor and Arkan­
sas division ; commander, spon- 

Isor and Missouri division; com- 
' mander, sponsor and Indian 
¡Territory division; commander, 
¡sponsor and Oklahoma division; 
commander, sponsor and Pacific 
division ; commander, sponsor 
and Northw’est division.

Jesuits Cadets.
Carriages of distinguished per­

sonages.
Louisiana National Guard.
Ambulance corps.

He kissed her back.— Atlanta

Constitution. She fainted upon 
his departure.— Lynn Union.
She seated herself U|x>n his en­
tering.— Albia Democrat. She 
whipped him upon his return.—  
Burlington Hackeye. How about 
the woman who was hurt in the 
fracas?— Railway age. He kick­
ed the tramp upon his sitting 
down.— American Pharmacist.
We thought she sat down upon 
being asKed.— Saturday Gossip.
He kissed her passionately upon 
her reappearance.—Jefferson
Souvenir. A Chicago foot pad 
was shot in the tunnel.—Western 
Medical Reporter. We feel sorry 
for the poor w’oman who was shot 
in the oil regions.— Medical ^  
World, And why not drop a 
tear for the man who was fatally 
stabbed in the rotunda, and for 
him who was kicked on the high- ^  
way.— Medical Age. How about '  
the fellow who was shot in the 
tenderloin district?— Rockwall
Phonograph. Please shed a few* 
tears for the Ruthven girl who 
was hit on the front porch.—  
Ruthven (111.) Appeal.

r

lady from each southern state as 
heraid and one as sponsor for 
New Orleans.

General John B. Gorden, com­
mander in cheif, his staff and 
sponsor and maids of honor.

Carriages, containing the 
seven Southern Mothers.

Department of Tennessee—  
Leiutenant General S. D. Lee, 
department commander’s staff, 
sponsors and maids; command­
ers sponsors and Tennessee di- 
visiem; commander, sponsor and 
Florida division ; commander, 
sp<3nsor and Alabama division; 
commander, sponsor and Geor­
gia division; commander, spon­
sor and Mississippi division : 
commander, sponsor and Lou­
isiana division ; commander, 
sponsor and Kentuckey division.

Department of Virginia—  
Lieutenant General C. Irvine 
Walker, staff, sponsor North 
Carolina division; commander.

V
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WHAT’S IN A 
NAME?

Shakespeare said, A 
rose by any other 
name would smell as 
sweet; but when it 
comes to PLOWS

John Deere and 
Standard Plows

stand for all that is good in the plow  
line. Better get the best Plows and 
Farm Implements if you want the 
best results. Their

Riding Planter
is a winner for 1903. Prices Right* 
Goods right.

GEO. L. PAXTON,
ABILENE, 'TEXAS. .J 7

\


