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J . P. Sharp & Co.

G e n e r a l

Merchandise

If you want to save money, 
we are the people to hunt up. 
Don’t forget this, please.

Among Our Neighbor«.

J. V. W. Holmes has purchased 
J. H. Booth’s half interest in the 
Fitzgerald and Booth ranch for 
$48,000. This ranch lies about 
15 miles southwest of here and 
known as the Abney ranch and 
as fine a piece of ranch property 
as can be found anywhere.—  
Sweetwater Reporter.

The little five year old son of 
N. E. Martin was bitten by a 
largo rattlesnake last week and 
came very nearly dying. It was 
several hours after he was bitten 
before Dr. Manning reached him. 
Mr. Martin lives four miles west 
of town. The child is conva­
lescing.— Stamford News.

Fisher county is going to have 
some good bridges built soon, 
the lumber having arrived in 
Sweetwater last week. C. D. 
Shiflet, who has the contract for 
hauling the lumber, has com­
menced hauling.— Roby Banner.

Mr. J. L. Swan was in from his 
farm near Swan’s Chapel yester­
day morning and reported a 
severe hail storm in that section 
the evening before. Mr. Swan 
says that his wheat is damaged 
at least two or three bushels per 
acre, but he don’t think the hail 
reached over a very large scope 
of country.— Anson Western.

• Our three Blind Tiger friends 
arrived from Waco Saturday 
night, in charge of Sheriff John­
son, and are occupying apart­
ments for the summer at the 
county hotel. It is pleasant to 
have these gentlemen with us 
again even if the circumstances 
are different from those prevail­
ing when they were here before, 
and their return is extremely 
gratifying to our people.—Colo­
rado Clipper.

The Comanche Visitor has the 
following to say about Prof. 
Evans who is a brother of Prof. 
Cecil E. Evans of this place:

Prof. Evans has been elected 
superintendent of the Uvalda 
High School at a salary of be 
tween $1,300 and $1,400. He

was elected without oppi)sition; 
to the position. Prof. Evans has , 
been connected with the Coman­
che schools for a number of years 
and has given general siitisfac-! 
tion. His Comanche friends are j 
glad of his election to such a good ! 
position.

No Rain Yet.

The distressing drouth still 
continues, and the situation has 
become very serious. Verj' little 
rain has fallen for six or seven 
weeks. Many farmers failed to 
get a stand of cotton, and want to 
plant yet, but cannot do so until 
it rains. Corn is doing no good, 
and is beginning to twist up and 
turn pale. The chinch bugs are 
sucking the life out of it, and un­
less we get rain in a week the 
corn crop will be a “ goner.” 
Spring oats are a failure, and 
gardens are ditto.

The oldest inhabitant does not 
remember a time when crop pros­
pects were as poor at this time of 
year as they are at this writing.

Rain is washing people away 
in Oklahoma and Indian Territory 
but we can’t get a shower down 
this way.— Garland News.

Hot Weather Weakness.

If you feel fagged out, listless 
and lacking in energy, you are 
perhaps suffering from the de­
bilitating effects of summer 
weather. These symtoms indi­
cate that a tonic is needed that 
will create a healthy appetite, 
make digestion perfect, regulate 
the bowels and impart natural 
activity to the liver. This, Herbine 
will do; it is a tonic, laxative and 
restorative. H. J. Freegard, 
Propr. Grand View Hotel, 
Cheney, Kan., writes: “ I have
used Herbine for the last 12 years, 
and nothing on earth can beat it. 
It was recomended to me by Dr. 
Newton. Newton, Kan.’’ 50c at 
Burroughs A Mann’s.

Jack Totten, an employe of 
the Abilene asylum contractors, 
died last Thursday night from 
the effects of an over-dose of 
morphine.

The Mail tenders congratula- ' 
tions to Mr. and Mrs. 1. S. Allen 
on the birth of u fine boy. Mother 
and babe doing nicely, but the i 
same can not bo said of 1. S. | 
However, he is recovering.

S. n. McWhorter and family' 
left yesterday for Tuscola h)l 
spend a week with relatives. Mr. j 
Me. will look after his crop while 
there, his oats now being rea<ly 
for the thresher.

Mr. .loseph Pominville, of Still­
water, Minn., after having spent 
over 82,000 with the best doctors 
for stomach trouble, without re­
lief, was advised by his druggist, 
Mr. Alex. Richard, to try a box 
of Chamberlain’s Stomach and 
Liver Tablets. He did so, and 
is a well man today. If troubled 
with indigestion, bad taste in the 
mouth, lack of appetite or con­
stipation, give these Tablets a 
trial, and you are certain to l>e 
more than pleased with the re­
sult. For sale at 2ocents per bt)x 
by Burroughs A Mann.

A Similarity.
On June 0th, 1875, there was a 

killing frost which laid every­
thing low. Corn in the tassle 
was killed, wheat and oats great­
ly damaged, and cotton was 
bitten off. To the old timers this 
phenomena will be readily re­
membered. Many of them have 
called the attention of The Mail 
to it. Others have half way j>re- 
dicted that this year will be a 
repition of that, and are just a 
little bit afraid that the country 
is to undergo Just such another 
hardship. This weather, they 
say. is similar in many respects 
to the w’eather preceiling the 
frost of 1875. In some places in 
Texas the last few days have 
been (juite c (K)1, and in one or 
two places particles of sleet and 
snow have fallen, though no 
damage has been done so far. 
At any rate, the weather is an 
enigma, .and there is no telling 
what it will do. Winter is linger­
ing a long time in the lap of 
summer.

Memorial Day.

Memorial Day is here again, 
and the flowers, fragrant offer­
ings of love and gratitude, will 
sfK)n make the graves as beauti­
ful as the memory of the soldier’s 
deeds is precious. Each year 
diminishes the number of veter­
ans who assemble at the cemetry 
to conduct the memorial exercis­
es; each year increases thenum-
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New Royal
Sew ing ' M acK in e

A fine drop-head machine—  
fully as good in every respect 
as those sold by agents for $50
— but our price is only  $20

Como and see.

W. P. Browning & Co.
We also carry a full line of 

attachments, oil, etc.

ber of mounds to be decorated, 
but the living may be trusted to 
perpetuate the custom even when 
the survivors of our wars have 
entirely disappeared. Sorrow 
for the dead is the one sorrow, it 
ha.s been said, from which the 
living do not care to be weaned, 
and this is the more true, when 
with that sorrow’ there is mingled 
the appreciation of patriotic 
service. The living can rejoice 
that the animosities apoused by 
the civil war have been so com­
pletely buried that those who 
w’ore the blue and those who 
wore the gray can march to­
gether to the “ silentof the dead’’ 
and join in showing respect to 
the valor and sacrifice of those 
who, in the w’ar betw’een the 
states, proved the strength of 
their convictions by the offer of 
their lives. The living, also, 
should in the presence of the 
dead consecrate themselves anew 
to the w’ork that lies before the 
nation, to the end that the wise 
and prompt solution of the present 
problems may insure permanent 
peace and prosperity to our be­
loved land.—Commoner.

“Didn’t Kesr.”

A Kansas paper, the Marion 
Record, tells a story that is w’ell 
worth repeating: On tho Rock
Island last week two well dressed 
ardent lovers, evidently a newly 
married couple, amused the 
other passengers with their coo­
ing. After awhile the fair 
young bride leaned back in her 
chair and fell asleep. Her com­
panion t4.K)k advantage of the 
lull in affectional demonstrations 
and went into the smoker to en­
joy a cigar. While he was gone 
a long, lank, grizzly specimen of 
humanity came in and sat down 
in the vacant chair beside the 
sleeping beauty. Presently the 
young woman, half asleep, turn­
ed and laid her head lovingly on 
the shoulder of the stranger, put 
her plump arm around his neck. 
The green, gawky stranger seem­
ed a trifle surprised at this un­
expected familiarity, but made

no desperate effort to escape. He 
merely looked around at the ctm- 
vulsed passengers and grinned. 
Then the hilarity aw’oke the 
young w’oman and, opening her 
large blue eyes, she s.awher mis­
take. With flushed cheeks she 
stammered an dpology. “ You 
needn’t ’pologize to me.” drawl­
ed the stranger, “ 1 didn’t kcer.”

Boys and girls, newly married 
folks and some old folks enjt>yed 
the beautiful day God g:ive us 
last Sunday, and we were out in 
full feather, and seemed happy 
as happy could be. We sat on 
the balcony and w’atched the in­
spiring sight. Beautiful turnouts, 
high stepping, mettlesome steeds, 
gallant chevaliers, and girls as 
beautiful as houris, the fabled 
nymphs that inhabits paradise. 
The young men in Grand Saline 
are a gallant set of young fellows, 
passable to looks; but tho girls—  
they are just bewitching. If we 
had time “ we could gazo un- 
W’earied on their beauty till the 
sun grows dim and wrinkled like 
an old man’s face.” But we 
haven’t the time. On this earth 
we only catch glimpses of the 
good things on the other shore 
where beauty never fades and 
love lives forever.— Grand Saline 
News.

Snow at Paris.

Paris,Tex., May 31.— While 
Sheriff Carpenter and Assistant 
County Attorney Lattimore were 
in a room in the third story of the 
court house at 5 o’clock yesterday 
evening their attention was at­
tracted by fine fleecy particles 
falling on the w’indow sill, which 
proved to be genuine snowflakes. 
They melted as fast as they fell. 
Other citizens observe«.! the phe­
nomenon. There w’as a dark 
cloud overhead and the snow 
fell from the cloud just after tho 
wind shifted to the north. Over­
coats were worn on the streets 
last night ahd fires w’ere decided­
ly comfortable today.

Tell your neighbor about Tho 
Mail and ask him to subscribe.
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Per Cent Discount
on all Millinery 
from date until

Sept. 1,1903

Mrs. HOOPLE,
•  « W H B  «■■■■■■■■■■■ « i l

Nothing has ever equalled it. 
Nothing can ever surpass it.

Dr. King’s 
New Discovery

tOWSCMmON Ot'eUS aad fOLDa
rric*

S ic itl.N

A Perfect For All Throat and
Cure: Lung Troubles.

Money back if it fails. Trial Bottles fraa.

Merkel Lodpe No. 710, 
A. F’. <fc A. M., meets 
Saturday ni^ht on or 
before the full moon in

_____  each month.
.1. A. Leeman, W. M. 

S. M. Sewell, Sec.

Have it Now.
For the next .‘JO days, com­

mencing .June 1, we will make 
one of our best crayon enlarge­
ments, 16x20 in. (no bromide), 
with 1 doz. best Aristo Flatino 
photographs, cabinet size, at the 
remarkably low sum of S3.50. All 
other portrait work at prices cor- 
res|K>nding with the above. Also 
the nicest line of frames in the 
market.

Don’t forget the time and 
place.

C. W. Osborn,
At the Photo Car. tf

Homes Near at Hand.

We will cut up and place on 
the market in quantities to suit 
homeseekers the entire Herndon 
Ranch consisting of about 12,- 
000 acres near Fskota, and will 
sell at reasonable prices and on 
good terms.

Sales will begin about the 1st 
of July. Watch and make your 
selection in time. For particu­
lars call on or address

Reall & Beall, Agts.,
6t Sweetwater, Texas.

DRY GOODS AT WHOLFi- 
SALFi COST. Also a nice lot of 
spring and summer goods just 
received which will be sold as 
cheap as any. Don’t fail to see 
us. Respectfully,

DF:NNIS BROS.

Iron building on Front Street 
for rent, good stand for gro­
cery and grain. Nicely painted 
inside.

Warnick’s Bank 
or P. H. Watkins.

CONTINUE
T h o ie  who are salnlnir flash 

and a trj^a th  by resular trea t­
m ent with

Scott’s Emulsion
should continue the treatm ent 
In hot w eather i sm aller dose 
and a little cool milk with It will 
o o . with any objection
which Is attached to fatty p ro­
ducts dwrlne th e  h e a t e d  
aeason.

Send for fre« urapU.
SCim - A BOWNK, CbcmteU, 

40<»-4>S e u r l  Street, New Yark.
foe. end ^i.oo; ell dniggiete.

Advertised Letters.
F’ollowing letters remain un­

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let­
ter office June 1. When call­
ing for them please state adver­
tised.

Mattie R. W itt, P. M.
Bullard, Loran
Chitwood, Clifton
Dancer, W  P
Deleon, Crespin
Edwards, Mrs Lorena
Stephenson, .1 H
Milam, Mrs FYancis

If you have a buggy that needs 
painting take it to J. C. Watkins. 
He has a nice room in the rear of 
his store fitted up for that pur­
pose. He alo buys or sells on 
commission anything you may 
have to dispose of.

I*rof. C. Fi. Fivans has received 
notice of his appointment as a 
member of the board of exami­
ners for summer normals. This 
is a deserving honor and one 
which reflects credit upon the 
town. The Vail joins in con­
gratulations tc the professor.

H. F’oster, a pioneer citizen of 
the Deadman community, died 
Tuesday.

A shower of rain fell yester­
day, and as we go to press this 
morning there are good indica­
tions of a continuation of the 
blessing. Cotton is not suffering 
for rain, but corn and other feed 
stuff would l>e greatly benefitted.

Mrs. W. H. Dickson left this 
morning for a visit to relatives in 
Dallas.

The yonng people were enter­
tained by Mr. and Mrs. T. J. 
Coggin last night, going out on a 
hay wagon. The affair was 
given in honor of Mrs. Coggin’s 
nieces, Misses Neighlwrs, who 
are her guests. A very delight­
ful time is reported.

Miss Dora Weaver of Abilene 
ig visiting Miss Marguerite 
Howard.

J .  T .  W A R R E N .  R R e a .  C  
Q .  F .  W E S T .  V ICE P r e s . P  
T .  A .  J O H N S O N . A S S T .  C a s h i e r . | .

I,«, ................... ........... Tl|

T H E
FIRST

N A TIO N A L
BANK,

— O F —

M E R K E L , T E X A S

Capital, Surplus and Undivided Profits $65,000 
Shareholders Responsibilities over $1,000,000

W e are always in a position 
to take care of our friends and 
customers. W e want your bus- 
ness and will treat you right and 
make it to your interest.

G EO . S. B E R R Y , Cash.

Work of School Board.

At a meeting of the school 
board Tuesday evening the fol- 

' lowing officers were elected for 
the ensuing year:

J. C. Calvert, Pres.
J. I*. Sharp, Treas.
I. S. Allen, Sec.
John Elliott, Assessor and Col­

lector.
] The board also took up the 
j matter of having the school cata- 
; logue printed and has ordered 
j some handsome cuts with which 
to embellish the book. Mer-

I chants should also have a cut of 
their building inserted. The 

I cost will be small and it will prove 
beneficial to them and to the 
town. Think over it.

Cyclone in Georgia.
A cyclone of terrific force 

struck Gainesville, Ga., Monday, 
causing a fearful loss of life. -\t 
last reports 85 dead bodies had 
been recovered, with perhaps 50 
more fatally injured and the 
property loss will f(X)t upto S300,- 
000. Other places nearby also 
suffered.

Hundreds of lives have also 
been lost in the Misstmri and 
Kansas floods, and millions of 
dollars worth of property has 
been destroyed. F'loods are still 
raging. The situation is alarm­
ing and many towns are tjireaten- 
ed.

The county clerk’s office at 
Abilene w’as besieged Monday by 
the noUiries public W’ho went 
through the formalities of taking 
the oath of office, gave bond and 
promised to engage in no duels 
during their tenure of office. 
There are quite a number who 
have not yet qualified.

The T. A P. switch gang ar­
rived Tuesday and have several 
teams at work on the embank­
ment for the new switch. The 
steel gang is nearing town on 
the oast and will arrive here in 
time to lay the switch steel. Con­
siderable filling in will have to 
be made on the switch, and it 
will take several weeks to com­
plete the work.

W. K. Shipman, the Sweet­
water tomb stone man, was in 
the city Tuesday and placed 
several orders for work in his 
line.

Free mail delivery went into 
force at Abilene Monday.

T. J. Coggin returned Tuesday 
from the Panhandle country.

League Program.

Leader— Miss Annie King.
Subject— Modern lessons from 

the Rechabites.
Lesson—Jer. ;i5:l-6.
References from Epworth Era.
Resisting temptation.— M i s s 

Edith F’reemon.
Example will tell.— Fi 1 m e r 

Maxwell.
Benefits of total abstinence.—  

R. I. Stallings.
Songs and prayer at pleasure 

of leader.
June 7th.

His Last Hope Realized.
(From the Sentinel, Uobo, Mont.)

In the opening of Oklahoma to 
settlers in 1889, the editor of this 
paper was among the many seek­
ers after fortune who made the 
big race one fine day in Airil. 
During his traveling about and 
afterwards his campaigning upon 
his claim, he enountered much 

I bad water, which, together with 
j the severe heat, gave him a very 
j severe diarrhoea which it seemed 
! almost impossible to check, and 
I along in June the case became so 
I bad he expected to die. One day 
[one of his neighbors brought 
him a small bottle of Chamber­
lain’s Colic, Cholera and Diar- 

 ̂rhoea Remedy as a last hope. A 
big dose was given him while he 
was rolling aroundin great agony,

 ̂and in a few minutes the dose 
I was repeated. The good effect 
i of the medicine was noticed and 
within an hour the patient was 

, taking his first sound sleep for a 
I fortnight. That one little bottle 
worked a complete cure, and he 

! cannot help but feel grateful. The 
I season for bowel distirders being 
I at hand suggests this item. For 
I sale by Burroughs A Mann.

Mr. and Mrs. .\dkisson, parents 
iof Dr. J. A. Adkisson, left yes- 
! terday for their home in Tennes-

Miss Duncan Browning is 
visiting Miss Stephenson at Abi­
lene. ________________

Dr. J. Cecil LeGare, a well 
known Abilene physician, died 
Monday evening at 2 o’clock 
after a lingering illness of several 
week’s duration. Dr. LeGare 
was a high-toned Christian gen­
tleman, and occupied an enviable 
position in the medical fraternity. 
He was an old soldier, upright 
and honorable, brilliant in attain­
ments, and leaves a large circle 
of friends who are grieved at his 
untimely death. Peace to his 
ashes.

Worst ot All Experiences.

Can any thing feel worse than 
to feel that every minute will be 
your last? Such was the exper­
ience of Mrs. S .H. Newson, 
Decatur,. Ala, “ F̂ or three years” 
she writes, ‘‘I endured insuffer­
able pain from indigestion, 
stijmach and bowel trouble. 
Death seemed inevitable when 
doctors and all remedies failed. 
At length I was induced to try 
FJectric Bitters and the result 
was miraculous. 1 improved at 
once and now I’m completely re­
covered.” F’or Liver, Kidney, 
Stomach and Bowel troubles 
FJectric Bitters is the only Med­
icine. Only 50c. It’s guaranteed 
by Rust A Pittard, Druggists.

! There is no use worrying fret- 
! ting and losing sleep because 
j some one has found fault with 
what you do. ’Tis the common 
lot of a mans business. The mer­
chant dosn’t please all his cus- 

jtomers; the postmaster is cuffed I 
I and kicked for all alleged mis- j 
, takes; the railroad agent is fre­
quently backed up in a corner 
and given to understand this and 
that and other things; the butcher 
is forever reminded of tough 
steak, and even the minister 
finds it hard to please all the con­
gregation with his best sermons. 
If you don’t believe this ask 
these men. The newspaper man 
gets more than his share of it 
and is expected to get out a 
cheerful newspaper all the same. 
A man befriends another man 
and is turned down and abused. 
Such things are not always 
pleasant, but alw'ays have been 
and always will be, and the man 
who goes throuh them the easiest, 
is the one who pays the least at­
tention to them and goes right 
along trying to be pleasant and 
useful.— FJx.

You Will Be Happy if Well.

Abilene Summer Normal opens 
June 25. This is the oldest and 
best attended Summer Normal in 
West Texas. It offers superior 
advantages to teachers of this 
section. Supt. F\ W. Chatfield 
of Abilene is at the head and is 
assisted by an able corps of 
teachers.

K. of P. lodge has rented the 
F^errier Hall and will convert it 
into a lodge room. The scenery 
will be retained and the hall as 
heretofore will be used as an 
opera house.

Ustick has just received 72 fine 
set rings. And those fobs for 
ladies and gentlemen are the 
latest things out. See them.

Nice room 10x28 on front 
street, rent reasonable.

Warnick’s Bank 
or P. H. Watkins.

Advertising is the secret of 
success in every business.

T h e
P e o p le ’s

B a n K .

We make an earnest ef­

fort to accommodate all 

classes. Our aim is to 

make this in every res­

pect the People’s Bank; 

a bank where all may 

feel at home ; a place 

where those of moderate 

means may expect the 

same treatment as those 

more favorably situated.

Warnick’s Bank,
Merkel, Texas,

Paine’s Celery 
Compound

Bestows that Health and 

Vigor that Makes Liv­
ing a Pleasure.

I f  you arc sick and out-of-sorts, it is in your 
power to make yourself healthy, strong, and 
L p p y .

There is not the slightest reason why you 
should go through life feeling sickly, miseral>le, 
languid, and melancholic. To  1 « well and 
strong, means happiness and true joy.

I f you are sleepless, rheumatic, neuralgic, 
dyspeptic, or have the shadows of disease 
hovering over you; if you are not as bright, 
energetic, and strong as you were some weeks 
ago, the use o f I ’aine’s Celery Compound will 
tone up and fortify your whole system, cleanse 
the blootl, correct digestion, sharpen the 
appetite, and conduce to restful sleep. 'ITtous- 
ands once in a half-dead condition owe their 
present gootf health to the use of Paine’s 
Celery Comiwund. Mr. \Vm. S. Gifwon, of 
Pleasureville, K y., who, through sickness and 
suffering, was brought near the dark grave, 
writes as follows, regarding his inaivelous 
cure:—

“  I have l)cen broken down in health and 
strength, nervous system shattered, kidneys 
out of order, had nervous and tremlJing s)<ells 
off and on for the last ten years. I have taken 
three Ijottles of your I ’ainc’s Celery Compound 
and all of the alwve-mentioned trouMes hasv 
left me, and I can now do a good day's work. 
I go about my business all day long and it 
don’ t worry me, and I now feel liettcr than 1 
have in ten years. 1 have a good ap(>etiie, 
and can eat and get around on foot as active 
as when I was a l>oy. M y age is 65 years."

D L A M O N D ^ n f E S
Color Jackets, CojUs, Capes, 
Ribbons, Neckties, Waists..»

S«ockt«(i wtH no! f*ds or crock whon oitk
Diamond Dy«a. Diroctlon book and 45 dyrd aomaiat 
ftoo. DIAMOND D Y K S. Burttnatoo. Vt.

I



That Throbbing Headtche.
Would quickly leave you, if 

you used Dr. King’s New Life 
Pills. Thousands of sufferers 
have proved their matchless 
merit for Sick and Nervous 
Headaches. They make pure 
blood and build up your health. 
Only 25cents, money back if not 
cured. Sold by Rust 4 Pittard, 
Druggists.

Don’t send your orders for 
calendars out of town, but give 
them to the Mail. We have the 
prettiest line ever shown in the 
town and guarantee the prices to 
be as low as any foreign concern 
can possibly make.

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand 

goods for sale take them to J. C. 
Watkins.

The ladies of the Baptist church 
will serve ice cream at the Taber­
nacle on Friday night, June 5, 
from 6 to 11 o’clock. An inter­
esting program has been arranged 
for the occasion. No charge for 
admisión. Proceeds from the sale 
of ice cream benefít of Baptist 
church. Kverybody cordially 
invited. 2t

Burroughs A Mann have a nice 
line of guaranteed clocks, going 
cheap. New alarm clocks $1.00

Mayor Geo. S. Berry was in 
from Merkel and we will show 
him against any mayor in the 
effete east on all points of away- 
up municipal head, from grey 
matter to physical proportions. 
He is the picture of prosperity 
and physical strength.— Repor­
ter.

m u m m m m m

50 Per Cent.
Increase IN SALES OVER LAST YEAR
This is largely due to the class of merchandise carried In stock. 
No one wants to buy year after year the old things, when some­
thing newer and better is obtainable. When you shop here your 
purchase is secured by the best judgement of merchandise buy­
ers of 15 years experience. Not an article is here but expert skill 
has selected it for its price and purpose. Being the oldest general 
store in Merkel, we had choice of different lines for this place. 

Below we give some of the selections made:
Hamilton-Brown Shoes, 

Thoroughbred Hats, 
Majestic Clothing, 

Topsy Hosiery, 
Eagle Shirts.

Bray Clothing for Workingmen, 
Thompson’s Glove Fit’g Corsets, 
Chase & Sanborn Tea and Coifee, 

Peace-maker Flour, 
McDonald Overalls.

You can’t make a mistake in buying this 
class of merchandise.

J .  T .  W a r r e n . . . ^
m m m

Prof, and Mrs. Hudgins of 
Snyder were the guests of the 
family of H. C. Williams Sunday, 
having come in from Stamford 
where they attended quarterly 
conference. The school board of 
Snyder paid Prof. Hudgins a 
great compliment by unani­
mously electing him to a third 
term as superintendent of their 
school. He was tendered the 
position on the same day the last 
term expired. He is one of the 
foremost educators ot the west, 
and The Mail is glad to know 
that he stands so high with the 
good people of Snyder.

Try Burroughs 4 Mann for 
bicycle tires and repairs.

Miss Lillian Julian, who had 
charge of the piano instruction in 
the Merke High School, gave a 
recital in Ferrier Hall last Thurs­
day night, which was liberally 
patrtjnized. The exercises were 
good, all the pupils, from the lit­
tle tots to the grown folkd, car­
rying out their respective parts 
with marked ability. The selec­
tions, too, were good, and the 
way they were rendered showed 
that great pains had been taken 
and that they had received 
thorough training. Miss Julian 
is an accomplished musician. We 
are sorry that it is impossible to 
give the merits of each individual 
effort, as they so richly deserv’e.

B. F. Longacre sold several 
loads of sheaf oats on the local 
market this and last week. They 
were from a voluntary crop and 
were well headed, many express­
ing surprise at the enormous 
yield. The acreage in oats is 
larger this year than usual, but 
it is not as large as it should be 
by several hundred acres.

“ Grandpa”  Woodard, a former 
citizen who moved to Rosooe two 
years ago, was here a part of 
last week visiting relatives.

J. H. Julian and family,* Fow­
ler Joiner and family and many 
others from Caps attended the 
musical here Thursday night.

Constipated Bowels.

To have good health, the body 
should be kept in a laxative con­
dition, and the bowels moved at 
least once a day, so that all the 
poisonous waters are ex pellet! 
daily. Mr. G.L. Kdwards, 142 N. 
Main St., Wichita Kansas, writes: 
“ I have used Herbine U) regulate; 
the liver and bowels for the past j 
ten years, ami found it a reliable | 
remedy.” 50c at Burroughs 4
Mann’s. i

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  j
We give as good cold drinks j

and cream as can be obtained: 
anywhere. Come and try them.

Burroughs 4 Mann.

Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Tracy came 
in Sunday from Dallas accom­
panied by their little daughter 
who was operated upon two 
weeks ago. The Mail is glad to 
learn that she is doing nicely and 
that her ultimate recovery is now 
almost a certainty. The opera­
tion was a very severe one, but 
little Nellie came through the 
trying ordeal bravely and is very 
patient. It will be several months 
before the success of the opera­
tion can be determined.

Mrs. Dr. Leeman, accompanied 
by Miss Lucy and Alonzo Bick- 
ley, arrived from Ft. Worth 
Thursday, where the young 
people attended Polytechnic 
College.

Prof, and Mrs. C. K. Rvans 
visited relatives at Anson last 
week, returning home Friday.

Terrel Winters says he has the 
brightest prospects for a corn 
crop than for several years past 
and with favorable seasons will 
make a large yield. It is need­
ing rain, however.

Prof. Cecil E. Evans, principal 
of the Merkel High School, and 
family arrived in the city Tues­
day to spend a few days with 
relatives. Prof. Evans was once 
principal of the sohool here and 
has many warm friends in and 
around Anson. Mrs. Evans is a 
daughter of Mrs. A. Maxwell of 
this city.— Anson Western.

Tax on Babies.

Extreme hot weather is a great 
tax upon the digestive power of 
babies; when puny and feeble 
they should be given a few doses i 
of White’s Cream Vermifuge, the ! 
children’s tonic. It will stimulate 'I
and facilitate the digestion of 
their food, so that they soon be­
come strong, healthy and active. 
25c at Burroughs 4 Mann's.

We have a proposition to offer I 
you. Ask about it.

Burroughs 4 Mann.

Miss Eleanor D. Murray o f , 
Caps goes to Merkel next week 
to teach a three months music' 
class but will return to Caps to 
teach music next term beginning 
Sept. 1.— Reporter.

The Baptists held their fifth 
Sunday meeting with the Salt 
Branch church from Friday to 
Sunday, inclusive. (Juite a 
large crowd was in attendance.

A subscriber to an eastern lo­
cal paper recently wrote to the 
editor of the paper, asking if he 
would take pay for the paper in 
chickens. The editor replied: 
“ Yes, and wood and meal and 
meat and corn and potatoes and 
peaches and billy goats and pigs 
and horses and hay and land and 
mules and cows and calves and 
rabbits and w’heat and any old 
thing you’ ve got. We have, on 
rare occasions, even taken in 
money on subscription.”

H. C. Williams and family and 
Prof, and Mrs. Hudgins left 
Monday for the Concho on a 
fishing excursion. They will l>e 
joined at Sterling by H. C. Hay- 
ter and family.

Dr. E. M. Rust returned Sun­
day from New Orleans, where he 
attended the Polyclinic.

Rev. R. T. Hanks of Sweet­
water was in the city Monday.

Prof. Ed D. Stephens, an able 
instructor and director in music, 
will sing at the Baptist church 
next Saturday night and Sunday. 
Everybody is invited to attend 
and enjoy the music.

Driven To Desperation.
Living at an out of the way 

place, remote from civilization, 
a family is often driven to des­
peration in case of accident, re­
sulting in Burns, Cuts, Wounds, 
Ulcers, etc. Lay in a supply of 
Bucklen’s Arnica Salve. It’s the 
best cm earth. 25c. at Rust 4 
Pittard’s Drug Store.

We have a full supply of base 
balls, bats, catchers and fielders 
mits.

Burroughs 4 Mann.

Dr. King says Arkansas is 
almost submerged. Crops are all 
under water and prospects are 
gloomy indeed. It rained every 
day during his stay there.

Dr. J. H. C. King returned 
Sunday from Pike, Ark. The 
condition of his wife’s mother is 
very much improved, but Mrs. 
King will remain with her some 
time yet.

A fine boy was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. R. T. Pence of Napton, 
Mo., Tuesday of last week. Mrs. 
Pence was formerly Miss May 
Williams. The Mail sends greet­
ings to the lusty youngster.

Miss Nora Crim returned to 
Abilene Saturday.

Miss Lillian Julian left Satur­
day for her home at Caps, much 
to the regret of the young 
people.

When you want a pleasant 
physic try Chamberlain’s 
Stomach and Liver Tablets. 
They are easy to take and pleasant 
in effect. For sale by Burroughs 
4 Mann.

Mrs. M. A. Burroughs has 
sold her farm south of town to 
D. Reidenbach. The farm con­
sists of 80 acres and brought 
$680, a little better than $8 per 
acre. Mrs. Burroughs, since her 
illness, has not been able to look 
after the property, hence its sale.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. S. Berry 
visited in Abilene Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Pittard 
visited in Abilene Sunday.

Miss Carrie Woodard of Roscoe 
passed through Friday morning 
en route to Abilene to attend 
commencement exercises of 
Simmons College.

Miss Marguerite Howard visit­
ed in Abilene Sunday.

Woodmen Picnic.

Bordess Chapel camp W. O. 
W. will have a picnic at Elm be­
tween Abilene and Caps on 
Thursday June 18. Neighboring 
camps have been invited and it 
is hoped to make the log rolling 
a complete success. An interest­
ing program, consisting of music 
and speech-making, has been 
arranged. Go and take your 
basket.

Prices are Low and Qualities Good

At The RACKET STORE.
READ T H E S E  PRICES!

3 ply chair bottoms each 
CilaM tumblora per act
Good white cups and sauct'cs, act
Set of Kood plates ................
1-4 lb pkg ahoe nalla
4 oz bottle machine oil 
No. 1 brass lamp bumem 
Bright metal can opener 
Meaty 1-2 gal tin cup

8 day halt hour atrike alarm clock 
New Haten alarm clock only 
SCO page hubback ledger.
7 1-2x12 Inch counter book 
Indexed memoranda book
10c kind of enrelopea, per bunch......  6c
5c kind of enrelope, per bunch 2 l-Sc 
Commercial enrelopes, 4xU 1-2 8c
Commercial note pap«'r, I bun —  6c

22.60
S4c

8c
6c

Our goods are priced at bedrock figures and would appreciate a aharu of your trade.

" T H E  R A C K E I X  S T O R E ,  
L. £. ADBIAN, Prop.
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7Jhe Tlferkei Tifati
ED J. LEEMAN, Editor and Prop’r.

EnUir«Hi at the Poatofflce at Merltel, T«xaa, as 
scoond-class tnall mattter.

S u bscrip tion  Rsissi
One year
Six monthti .....
Tim*«* months 

Inrarlably In adranc«.

11 .0 0
.60
.26

ADVERTISING RATES per month
One Inch space 1.60
Two Inch space » 00
Ouarter column (4 l-2tndhes). 2.80
Half column (V Inches) J-OO
One column (IS Inches) * 60

Fosr Issues constitute a month. All adrertlse- 
monts run and chari{»“<l for until ordered out, 
unless limit Is speclfl*^ when Insertion Is made. 
Spei-lal prices on time contracts, 

liocal notices, 6 cents per line, each Insertion.

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Communications to Insure publication must 

b«'ar the slKnature of the writer, as well as the 
nom de niume under which they write. This Is 
reqiiln-d rnen'ly as a yuarantet» of Kood faith.

Obituaries, Cards of Thanks, etc., are Inserted 
at one-half the regular adTertlslng rat*>s. Posl- 
tlToly no deviation from this rule.

Many octopuses are thriving 
on the injunction diet.

Packers now use every part of 
the hog except the squeal and 
it may in time be used as a sig- 
dal to “ plant hog.” This advice 
has long been given, but it is not 
always heeded.

Some parts of Texas have been 
amply blessed with rain during 
the past week, while in other 
sections it is still dry and crops 
of all kinds are suffering. The 
rains have been partial.

Senator Bailey leans toward 
Gorman and thinks he is a suita­
ble man to lead the Democratic 
hosts to victory. President Gor­
man wouldn’t sound bad. But 
there are others.

The Haskell county local op­
tion case has been carried to the 
Supreme Court on a writ of 
error, the Court of Appeals hav­
ing overruled the motion for a 
rehearing and rendered an opin­
ion in favor of the pros. It is 
thought a final decision will be 
had in two or three weeks.

Here is a strain of anti-prohi­
bition musice from the Cameron 
Inquirer: “ Say, boys, do you
know if prohibition carries the 
fellows in town belonging to the 
clubs will get all they want, but 
how about the country man— the 
farmer?” Notwithstanding Mi­
lam county went dry Saturday.

It is stated that two constitu­
tional amendments, at least, will 
be submitted to the people for 
ratification at the November 
election next year. One will 
provide for an increase in the 
appropriation for Confederate 
pensions from 8250,000 to $500,- 
000, and the other will provide 
for the incorporation of State 
banks.

The Texas school lands, em­
bracing over 300,000 acres, go 
on the market June 12th. Under 
senate resolution No. 10, passed 
at the last regular session, all 
lands on which leases expired 
during the ninety days when 
they were taken off the market, 
go on the market on above date, 
and such lands must remain on 
the market for sale and not sub­
ject to lease for sixty days. A l­
ready hundreds of people are 
lined up for the rush. It is a 
veritable lottery business.

The Taylor County News last 
week made a timely thrust at the 
injunction craze and illustrated 
its remarks by reciting a few 
causes which led up to the appli­
cations for injunctions. Many 
of them were ludicrous, but the 
picture was not overdrawn. The 
evil is assuming gigantic propor­
tions. There is hardly any thing 
that can not be stopped by such 
proceedings, and usually in favor

of the strong against the weak, rels must play the second fiddler. 
The News, however, failed to And ho is left with an empty bag 
mention the case of the Omaha as a souvenir.
woman who had an injunction 
served on her to keep her from 
talking.

The action of Attorney General 
Bell in filing suits against fifty 
of the insurance companies doing 
business in the State, on theThe dispatch with which the 

Kaufman county court disposed charge of combining to fix and 
of the negro rapist will do more maintain rates is generally ap- 
to keep the lynching fever nor- plauded. It is just a little bit 
mal than all the laws on the strange that all the companies 
statute books. Whenever a have adopted practically the 
crime is sufficiently revolting to same rates; and it is stranger 
call for summary vengeance the still that a few months ago all of 
people, without regard as to them reached the conclusion at
whether they live in the North 
or in the South, are going to get 
up in arms. But quick court 
decisions and consequent swift 
punishment will have a tendency 
to check this lynching evil. 
Kaufman county officers are en­
titled to much praise for the very

the same time that a twenty-five | 
per cent, increase in rates was  ̂
absolutely necessary. It is also i 
passing strange that insurance 
rates are higher in this State 
than in others. If there is a j 
combine the companies come j 
within the pale of the anti-tru.st,

R. L. HUDSON
Dealer In

Saddles, Harness, Lines, ¡Bridles, Collars, 
Hames, Traces, Whips, Lap Dusters 

and Saddle Blankets.

In fact, everything carried in a first class saddle and har­
ness store; the only exclusive saddle and harness business in 
town, and will make prices right. First door north of 
Masonic Hall.

No Ticks! No Black Leg! No Fever!
efficient manner in which they' statute and should be made to 
warded off the lynching of the | conform to the law. If they can j 
rape fiend. not operate in Texas as competi- j

' tive concerns, let them move out. i
There is some question as to This would give Texas capital a 

the exj>ediency of Governor Lan- chance to operate, and it would : 
ham’s act in cutting down the  ̂likewise force the passage of laws, 
appropriation bill. It is a matter ■ that would put a quietus on the ' 
of one man’s act against that of wild cat insurance companies 
the entire law making body.' which are springing up through-i 
When the special session of the out the State. '
Legislature w a s  called both •

The latest Northern freak to'

But strong, healthy cattle and horses 
made by BASS’ MEDICATED STOCK 
SALT.' Cattle fatten faster, grow faster 
and free from ticks if free access to the 
Medicated Salt is had. Not an experi- 
ment, but a tried success. Price, $2.50 
per 100 lb. sack; 1000 lbs. for $22.50.

J. T. WARREN, Herkel, Tex.
w a s

branches were given to under-
stand that the tax rate must not, show his jassackical colors is the 
be Increased, and at the same 
time they were cautioned to cut 
down the appropriation bill. Im­
paled on lx)th horns of the di- 
lema they w'ere confronted with

Rev. Dwight Hillis, a political 
preacher of New York, who is| 
outraged because a white cham- 1  

bermaid in an Indiana hotel re- | 
fused to make up a bed in a room '

a vexed problem. The easiest' occupietl by an unsavory he- 
way out was considered the best, The parson thinks it is a
hence the bill was trimmed to its' violation of the constitution to 
limit and turned over to the gov- such conduct, and is rip-
ernor ready for the scalping roaring mad and frothing at the; 
knife. The Legislature has been mouth. He would consider it an 
roundly condemned for this act, honor to make up a negro’s bed 
but the fact remains that, under show that he believes in the 
the circumstances, they did the equality of the races. There is 
best they could with their hands no reasofl, except that of com-^ 
tiej. mon decency and good breeding, ^

.. why the reverend gentleman 1
The Italy News-Herald perti- should not act as wet nurse to all i 

nently remarks: “ If you see the loud smelling coons in Chris- 1

anything in this paper that you tendom, but that does not license | 
do not like remember there may him to condemn this Indiana girl i 
be many things about you that for performing a service distaste-' 
we do not like either, but we are ful to her, nor does it lessen the i 
not constantly talking about crime of meddling in affairs that' 
them and bemeaning you for . do not concern him, or of try- 
your faults. There are two sides ing.to irritate a situation that is 
to everj’ question and ours may already a gaping chasm. It is 
be the one that is right.” If the a noteworthy fact that the young 
newspapers should criticise every lady. Miss Louise Spence Had- 
man who dares to differ with ley, who refused to make up the 
them a mighty howl would go bed for Booker T. Washington, 
up. And yet the newspapers is a Southern lady and expects 
are publicly criticised every day | to soon make her home in Hous- 
in the week. More than this, if | ton. It is stated that she was the 
the name of one man appears | recipient of upwards of $5,000 
in the news column, while that of | from admiring Southern people, 
his neighbor is omitted, he is a c - : and also that she has been offer- 
cused of being partial or of pan -1 ed a lucrative position in a Hous- 
dering to a certain class. The | ton home. All honor to the wo- 
average newspaper is expected' man. North or South, who has 
to do many things, but it is given j  such regard for her woman- 
very little latitude in which to J hood, 
do it.

when the fatal shot was fired. 
The bullet pierced his heart and 
he died instantly.

Mr. Flournoy gave himself up 
at once and was taken to Anson 
that night.

coroner’s inquest was held 
and a preliminary trial was 
waived to await the action of the 
grand jury. The bail was placed 
at $3,500. The bond was given 
with 104 names on it of the best 
citizens of Stamford and repre­
senting at least $500,000 in 
wealth.

In all that has transpired since 
the sad occurrence itself, in the 
suppiort of the officer in the dis­
charge of his duty, there has not 
been a syllable of harshness or 
bad feeling against Mr. Owens. 
He was the bosoip friend of a 
great many who were on the 
bond of the marshal.

There is one universal expres­
sion of sorrow and of sympathy 
for the widow and five orphan 
children. It was not Jim Owens, 
but that dangerous and bloody 
enemy that men take into their 
mouths and that steals aw'ay 
their brains. Jim Owens was 
liked by all who knew him, and

he and George Flournoy had 
been friends of long standing. 
It is a very sad affair and none 
regret it more than Mr. Flournoy 
himself.— Stamford News.

Cyclones are still busy to the 
north of us.

Severe Hail.
Last Wednesdays rain was ac­

companied by heavy hail, about 
eight miles west of town it was 
most severe.

At Philip Gressett’s place it 
hailed for over an hour and piled 
up over a foot deep in the yard. 
He had 100 acres in cotton, 17 
acres in corn and 40 acres in 
corn and maize. The cotbm and 
corn were completely ruined, but 
he thinks his corn and maize 
will come out.

C. B. Laxson was a heavy 
loser; he had 60 acres in wheat 
and 25 acres in oats, and the 
binder was standing in the field. 
Ten acres of the oats had been 
cut, the remaining 15 acres and 
60 acres of wheat were complete­
ly ruined. . .

Others whose names we failed 
to get suffered heavy losses.—  
Ballinger Banner-Leader.

Death of Jim Owens.
One of the saddest occurrencesA Grayson county paper, the j

editor of which tore his shirt for' that Stamford has yet experienc 
local option during the recent j ed was the death of J.F.(Shorty) 
campaign in that county, now j Owens last Saturday night by a I 
bewails his fate and says he’l l ; pistol shot fired by the city mar-

If you want a wagon get 
the best, get

A  M ITC H ELL
The “ Old Reliable Mitchell,” 
“ The Monarch of the Road.”

“ never do it any more.” Thejshal.
very ones who siced him on and i There was a badger pulling on 
applauded the loudest when he I the plaza and Mr. Owens was
hit the opposition below the belt, 
he now declares, were the first to

inside the small square on the 
plaza on his horse, and, though

The Mitchell has made the best 
record of any wagon ever sold in 
West TexaS“Of any in the world. 
Whenever you see a man with a 
MITCHELL you see a man that is 
pleased with his wagon.

give him the marble heart and! generally a sober man, he had 
turn a cold shoulder in his direc- 1  that evening became somewhat 
tion. The people, it seems, are intoxicated. Mr. G. G. Flour- 
unappreciative. They showered noy, the city marshal, felt that it

The Mitchell is Fully Guaranteed 
Has Been on the Market 65 Yrs.

)

him with enconiums while the 
heat of the battle was on, but 
after the fight was over and the

was his duty as an officer to take 
him in charge. This brought on 
the trouble. Mr. Owens dis-

Let us sell you one.

victory won his idolic reign came j  mounted and advanced on the
to an end. This editor has lost officer. Dr. McReynolds tried to ! ED S. HUGHES & CO
none of his faith in local option, restrain him, but being a power* 
though he will fight shy of future 1 ful man he overcame both the 
contests. It was ever thus. The I Dr. and Flournoy and had Mr. 
fellow who is entitlfHi to the lau- j Flournoy down on the ground

ABILmNm, TMXAa
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THe Trading Place
-----  Do You Know That The -----

..GROCERIES..
In Staple and 

Fancy Groceries 
we handle only 
the best brands, 
such as Cox & 
Gordon's Hams 
and Lard, Deca­
tur Flour, Price’s 
Baking Powder 
and Extracts, &c. 
You will make no 
mistake by buy­
ing yoiir grocer­
ies from us. Yes, 
prompt delivery. 
Prices are right.

STAR  S T O R E

Ss offering a iine o f Cash 

¿dar^a/ns worthy o f your 

carefut /noyect/on at this 

time? Zjhoir stock is com  ̂

piote and their yoods new 

and stylish, Caoh custo  ̂

mers will profit by tradiny 

with them.

In this depart­
ment you’ll find 
our stock especi­
ally interesting. 
We took particu­
lar pains in the 
selection, and the 
line empraces all 
the late creations 
and eifects, and 
there is a con­
stant blending of 
the bright, beaut­
iful color that can 
but prove attrac­
tive to the ladies.

W. W. WHEELER,
Heal Estate, Life, Firo and Tor­

nado Insurance Agent, 
Notary Fublic.

T&koa AcknowledfffnfH>nU, Draw» up 
OfBc*» In Flrat National Bank.

J. M. PATE
THE BARBER,

NORTH FRONT STREET.

m mi mi m $ i M 0 m i m mi mî

M. J. PATE,
Tonsorial Artist and 
Cranium Manipulator

First class barl)er work guar­
anteed. Give me a trial.

DR.J. W. L ITTLE ,
Resident Dentist.

E X A M IN A T IO N S  FREE  —  O F F IC E  IN  
F E R R IE R  B U IL D IN G .

LEEMAN &. KING,
Physicians & Surgeons
Dl8<>aMi-8 of Women and Chlldn*n a Specialty. 

Oflloe, Burrough» d; .Mann’s Drug Store.

R . B . U S T I C K
DEALER IN

Watches^ Clocks, Jew­
elrŷ  EtCa

Repairing a Specialty

Starting Evidence.
Fresh testimony in great quan • 

tity is constantly coming in, de­
claring Dr. King’s New Dis­
covery for Consumption, Coughs 
and Colds to be unequaled. A 
recent expression from T. J. Mc­
Farland Bentorville, V’a.,serves 
as example. He writes: ‘‘I had 
Bronchitis for three years and 
doctored all the time without 
being benefited. Then I began 
taking Dr. King’s New Discovery, 
and a few bottles wholly cured 
me.” Equally effective in curing 
all Throat and Lung troubles. 
Consumption, Pneumonia and 
Grip. Guaranteed by Rust 4 
Pittard. Trial bottles free, reg­
ular sizes 50c and $1.00.

Milt Wiman came in yesterday 
from Dallas. He looks hale and 
hearty, as well as prosperous.

Why Do You Lfugh?
When you see a drunken man 

reeling on the streets why do you 
laugh? Is there anything in a 
blasted, deformed, blear-eyed un* 
fortunate human being to laugh 
at? Think of the poor old mother, 
or the broken hearted wife and 
children who are waiting at home 
for the return of a ruined loved 
one, and laugh no more at the 
misfortunes of fellow beings. 
It is a subject over which thought­
less persons laugh. Don’t laugh 
at the drunkard reeling through 
the streets, however ludicrous the 
sight may be. Just stop and 
think. He is going to some ten­
der heart that will throb in in­
tense agony—Sfjme mother will 
grieve over the downfall of her 
once sinless boy, or it may be a 
fond wife whose heart will almost 
break with grief when she views 
the destruction of her idol. It 
may be a fond sister who will 
shed bitter tears over the de* 
gradation of her brother, shorn 
of his manliness and self-respect. 
Rather drop a tear in silent sym­
pathy with those hearts so keenly 
sensitive and tender, yet so proud 
and loyal that they cannot accept 
sympathy tendered them in either 
word or look, though it may fall 
on their wounded hearts

summer dew on a withered flower. 
— Meridian Tribune.

We dreamed the other night o f ' 
g^)ing to the postoffice and ex­
tracted there from a letter from 
an eastern law firm notifying us, 
that we had been left a nice for- i 
tune of ten million dollars in cash 
by a near relative. We gave away j 
our printing business, packed up  ̂
the babies and started for a trip , 
around the world. We iKiardeil 
a big ship and h.ad proceeded 
nearly acrof-p the ocean when a 
terrible storm came up aud we 
were hurled with terrific force 
against the rock of Gibralter. 
Just then we were awakened by 
our w’ife kicking us out of bed 
and reminding us that if we want­
ed any breakfast we had better 
get up and start a fire. For 
once we were glad it was a dream

It h e d f o r d ’s

TH E GREAT
iW llY  MEDICINE

Tbedfurd't Black-Draught has 
saved doctors' bills for more than 
sixty Tears. For the common fam­
ily ailments, such as constipation, 
indigestion, bard colds, bowel com­
plaints, chills and fever, bilious­
ness, headaches and other like 
complaints no other medicine is 
necessary. It invigorates and reg- 
olates the liver, assists digestion, 
s tim ^ tss  action of the kidneys, 
p u rim  the blood, and purges the 
Dowels of foul accumulations. It 

.cores liver complaint, indigestion,
I sour stomach, dizsiness, chills, 
rheumatic pains, sideache, back­
ache, Uonev troubles, constipation, 
diarrhoea, Diliousness, piles, hard 
colds and headache. Every drug­
gist has Thedford's Black-Draugnt 
in 2£ cent packers iwd in^mam- 
moth sise for |1 .(A). Never accept 
a substitute. Insist on having the 
original made by the Chattanooga 
Meoicine Company.

I bslkvc Thedford's BleduDrsught 
Is (hs but mcdklM on csSW. It Is 
good for any and everything, I have 
a laadly of twelve children, and for 
foar years I have kept them on foot, 
and haaMiy wMh no doctor but Blskk- 
OraalhL A. J. GREEN. Illewars. La.

else we would have been at the! 
bottom of the wea.— Mineral Wells ;
Index. ’

- -

Our Jury System. I

The Chief tries to be conserva­
tive. It iloes not want to be | 
d»>emed radical or revolutionary. • 
But it wishes to call the attention j 
of the public to the ilefects in our j 
Jury system. At every session j 
of our district court cases are I

I
tried wherein the juries are lock - 1  

ed up for days on account of | 
their inability to agree upon a' 
verdict. Usually one or two 
men have been unable to agree 
with their ten or eleven collea­
gues, and consequently there is 
no verdict; heavy costs have ac­
cumulated on the county, wit­
nesses have come long distances 
to the trial, 24 jurors are drawing 
$2 a day and their crops are 
suffering from want of attention, 
all because of the foolish law 
that requires a unanimous verdict. 
If nine men can agree on a ver­
dict that should be sufficient, for 
it will be apt to be a correct ver­
dict. Now listen here: Three
juries have failed to agree dur­
ing this court: one of the cases 
has been tried three times and 
each time one man has hnug the 
jury and prevented a verdict. 
Another of the cases has been 
tried twice, and one time at least 
three men stood out against nine. 
The cost of these mistrials, to the 
county, foot up to about $500 and 
still no verdict. Of course, some 
of the readers will say, the law 
should be changed, but what 
can be done? Why, elect and 
instruct your represenative to a- 
mend the foolish law— that is the 
way to do it. If no one else can 
be found who wdll champion this 
needed change, then the editor of 
the Chief is here and now a can­
didate for the legislature with 
‘‘reform in our jury system” as 
the only plank in his platform. 
The Chief interviewed Judge 
Lindsey touching this matter and 
was informed by this learned 
Judge that the constitution of the 
State already provides that nine 
men may return a verdict, but 
the ‘‘courts” have held that the

provision is not self-acting— that! 
a special act of the legislature is 
necessary to carry it into effect. 
If the people want this change 
made they will no doubt have to 
get up and scrap the entire legal 
fraternity, but they are able to 
pass it over their heads if they so 
desire. Lawyers are like the 
rest of us, they work to their own 
interest, and as a rule lawyers 
who defend criminals want the 
law so made as to help them in 
their defense. The unanimous 
verdict has .saved many a man’s 
neck who deserved the gallows. 
But, what more concerns the 
public, perhaps, is the expense 
that it entails. It has scarcely 
been ten years since a defendant 
in a criminal case was not allow­
ed to testify in his own behalf. 
Now everybody wonders why we 
ever refused to permit it. Some 
day the unanimous verdict pro­
vision will be abrogated and 
everybody will wonder why we 
tolerated it so long.—Comanche 
Chief.

Retrsnehing.
This is the time of year when 

nearly all merchants begin what 
they call ‘‘Uj retrench.” The 
Mail this week follows their ex­
ample. The paper has all along 
been better than the support 
justified, and during the past two 
months we have been playing a 
losing game. Hence, to cut 
down expenses to conform to 
receipts, we have been compelled 
to do away with part of our help 
and also cut down the size of the 
paper to meet the capacity of the 
force. This, we hope, will only 
last a few issues.

Newspapers are very much like 
other businesses. The receipts 
must exceed, or, at least equal, 
the expenditures, if business prin­
ciples are to be maintained. 
Getting out a newspaper in Merkel 
is nut the snap most people think 
it is. On the other hand, it is a 
constant round of toil and very 
little encouragement is thrown in 
along the way. We ask that our 
subscribers compare the paper 
even now with those of other 
towns, and we think they will see 
that no town the size of Merkel 
in Texas has a better paper.

J. J. MILLER,
Attorney-aMaw, Notary Public, 

Land and Collecting Agent.
Will practleo In all th*> court» of Texa*. All 

bu8ln<>M ontruatiHl to my caiv will rt-celre 
prompt attention. Will pay laxea for non-real- 
dent*, al80 pay Inten'Ht on lands for all who may 
trust their Duslnuss with me; wlil make proof 
of Anal settlement on homestead a id sehoof land 
property. I solicit your patronaije. 8-lpd

H K L F ^ U L  Some newspapers print 
tfCAOiftO matter to fill up space.

Much of this Is harmhii 
readlUK- It Is the aim of the Sf.mi- 
W kf.kly News to «Ive helpful n>adln|{. 
'rhousands will testify to lu  helpfulnetui 
to them. .\»k your neighbor.

has helped many. It 
T H E  F A R M E R S '  Is not the th(*ory of 
O E F A R T M E N T . ,  farming written by 

college professors 
and others up North on conditions that 
don.t At Texas. It Is the actual experi­
ences of farmers here at home who m to  
turned over the soil.

Ifyouan- not taking The 
S P E C I A L  Merkel Mail you should be. 
O F F E R  -. It Is helpful to the bsst In- 

tere.sts of your town and 
county . or S t . T B ,  cash In advance 
we will mall you The .Merkel .Mail and the 
Galveston or the Dallas St-ml-Wei'kly 
News for 12 months. The News stops 
when your time is out.

I

► ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Sheppard & Hoople.

BUTCHERS
Everything Nice 

and clean; an up- 
to-date market, w e  
would appreciate 
your patronage.♦

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Best Passenger Service
• • » I N  » A »

T E X A S

“No Trouble to An»wer|t^ue«Ucns.

' J* ,

I

'fti?

D i n i n g  C a r s '

FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS

C . P .  T U R N E R .  Q E N .  R A S S .  A O T .
OMLLA», TEMAm.

The Mail reaches a class of 
folks that read advertisements.

i
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i Implements... I

FOR TH E 
FARM;

I

Plows, 
Cultivators, 
Planters,
Hoes,
Rakes,
Plow Points,
Etc., etc.

Queensware, 
Glassware, 
Stoves, Ranges, 
Lamps, Cutlery, 
Etc., etc.

Nothing but Dependable Goods

! W . H. Dicksen

I
FOR TH E 
HOME;

I
^ñe Farmer’s Column.
Interesting Items Pertaining to the Farm  

Farm Life, From O u r  FxcHan^es.
ind

Just as Seasonable Now as Ever.

Ten cent cotton is an assured 
realty nowadays and not in­
frequently the fleecy staple 
touches the eleven-cent mark. 
There are growing evidences of a 
great scarcity abroad, hence we 
have a strong domestic market. 
Diversifiers have never urged 
abandonment of cotton growing, 
as they recognize in it a crop 
peculiarly adapted to the South. 
Their contention is that fruits 
and vegetables should also be 
grown, adding to the farmer’s 
source of revenue and furnishing 
an abundance of seasonable ed­
ibles for the table. Do not 
neglect live stock either. At 
present cotton is up and hogs are 
down. There’s no telling at 
what time coditions will be exactly 
reversed and it requires no gift 
of prophecy to predict that when 
the pendulum swings in the other 
direction the man with both 
cotton and hogs will be better off 
than he who has cotton alone. 
Injunctions to “ plant hogs’’ and 
take g«x)d care of thejorchard and 
garden are just as seasonable 
now as they ever were. In times 
of prosperity it is well to prepare 
for a vigorous fight against ad­
versity.— Terrell Transcript.

X Í
Very satisfactory reports come 

from most of the grain belts of 
the Southwest, in the Panhandle 
of Texas especially the grain 
cro|)8 are claimed to be in very 
promising condition. Harvest 
hands will be wanted at some 
points ab<̂ )ut June 1st.

The following from the Jeffer­
son .limplecute not only applies 
to Marion County, but also with

equal force to every other county 
in the state:

There is no reason on earth 
why Marion County should not 
be the richest and most prosper­
ous county in the state, except a 
continuation of the short sighted 
policy of the past. The lands 
you cannot use are really of no 
value to you, and by holding you 
lower the value of all. Why not 
dispose of your surplus land to 
good, thrifty white farmers, thus 
enhancing the value of the land 
you retain? Figure on thisjand 
see if it is not the best policy.

The Yuma (A riz.) Sentinel 
tells how to grow seedless water­
melons. Some of our readers 
may want a melon without seeds, 
and we offer them the benefit of 
the Arizona paper’s advice.:

Plant melons the usual way, 
and when the vine is three or 
four feet long cover the vine 
over with dirt about two feet, 
from the hill or root, and in a 
few days if the soil is kept moist, 
it will be found the vine has 
taken root where it was buried; 
then after it has started a strong 
new root sever the vine near the 
place where it was covered and 
all melons on that vine will be 
seedless.

Care must be taken not to cov­
er the bud or tip end of the vine, 
only cover a section of vine from 
six to ten inches in length.

X  X
The Jacksboro Gazette says: 

A gentleman who has large ex­
perience in farming has been 
traveling over the country and 
says the farmers who have push­
ed their work are in fine con­
dition, while those who failed to

push their work are not in such 
good shape.

Wo take it that the Gazette 
man intends this as a gentle re­
minder, and in line with this we 
remember last year when throe 
days hot winds completely de­
stroyed most of the corn crop of 
Texas, that many of the farmers 
began at once planting the same 
land in June corn, notwithstand­
ing these winds had left the land 
perfectly dry, while waiting 
for rain before planting. Those 
who planted at once and were 
ready for the rain when it came 
made as high as forty bushels of 
good corn per acre, while those 
who waited made fodder.

X
Stock Raising in Texas.

There is not another State in 
the Union that produces as many 
cattle as Texas. They are grown 
throughout the State and thrive 
everywhere. In the Panhandle 
and Rio Grande districts of the 
State cattle raising is almost the 
sole occupation of the people, 
while in other sections they are 
raised in large numbers, in con­
nection with the farm. Improv­
ed breeds of cattle are being 
raised extensively. They thrive 
well and have proven profitable.

The cattle raisers of Texas 
shipped during 1901, 781,000 
cattle, bringing the handsome 
sum of 817,694,000. Besides 
these, there were consumed by 
the local customers 597,000 head.

Total numdqr of cattle in the 
State in 1901, according to report 
of comptroller of public accounts, 
0,894,897; value 874,568,436, or 
810.82 per head.

Total number of horses and 
mules, 1,531,510; valued at 839,- 
816,640, or 826.40 per head.Total 
number of sheep and goats 1,959, 
284, valued at 82,623,886.

Total number hogs, 1,408,496, 
valued at 82,458,397.

Though the farmer may not 
always make more money than 
others he can get more satisfac­
tion out of his life with less 
money than any other class of 
people. His fields and flocks, 
his trees and vines supply him in 
abundance with things that are 
better than money as is evidenc­
ed by the man with money eager­
ly exchanges it for the many 
good things the farmer produces. 
A modest farmer, who has a good 
home, who owes no man, who is 
able to educate his children and 
afford his family many of the 
home luxuries that can be enjoy­
ed on the farm, is in a better 
position to enjoy life in the true 
sense of the word than the ma­
jority of the people that make 
their living in town. Of course 
farmers want money because 
other people want it and it comes 
in handy as a medium of ex­
change and they can use it to 
improve their facilities for;mak- 
ing farm life more enjoyable, but 
there are better things for them 
to strive for than money only. 
The most successful farmer is the 
one who gets the most satisfact­
ion out of farm life.

Man And Woman.
1 saw a man run hard to cross 

the track close in front of a Long 
Island Railroad train. Then he 
stopped and watched the train go 
by. Then he stood and watched 
it go out of sight. Then he went 
leisurely away. He seemed to 
be alright and probably was al­
right. That W8U3 a man.

I saw a woman in a street car 
open a satchel and take out a 
purse, take out a dime and close 
the satchel and open the purse, 
take out a dime and close the 
purse open the satchel and put in

ELLIOTT & MILLER
DKALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods....
We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear; 

Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermohir steel mills; a full assort* 
ment of pumps, piping from U to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lots 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

W o r m s ! W HITE’S CREAM
VERMIFUGEllMtinQumotiiT. —_

iof yo Ytm  Hiritd airWornTli^^
« 0 3 U X »  » W  .A .X j Z j I > H . X 7 G t C 3 r X « I T I

iPrepBTwi by— ^  JAM ES F. BALLARD, 8L LoulS.J

For Sale by Burroughs &  Mann, Merkel, Tex.

the purse, close the satchel and 
lock both ends. Then she gave 
the dime to the conductor, who 
gave her a nickel back. Then 
she opened the satchel and took 
out the purse, then she closed up 
the satchel and opened the purse, 
put in the nickel and closed the 
purse, opened the satchel and 
put in the purse closed the satchel 
and locked both ends. Then she 
felt to see if her back hair was 
alright and she was alright and 
just as sweet. That was a wom­
an.— Ex.

A Splendid Remedy.

Neuralgic pains, rheumatism,  ̂
lumbago and sciatic pains yeild, 
to the penetrating influence of 
Ballard’s Snow Liniment. It! 
penetrates to the nerves and 
bone, and being absorbed into 
the blood, its healing properties 
are conveyed to every part of 
the body and effect some won­
derful sures. Mr. D. F. Moor, 
Agent Illinois Central Railrway, 
Milan, Tenn., states: “ I have
used Ballard’s Snow Liniment 
for rheumatism, backache, etc., 
in my family. It is a splendid 
remedy. We could not do with­
out it.’’ 25c, 50c, and 81.00 at 
Burroughs«!: Mann’s.

New Hunting Law.

For the benefit of some who

r

I

V -

WHATS IN A 
NAME?

Shakespeare said, A 
rose by any other 
name would smell as 
sweet; but when it 
comes to PLOWS

John Deere and 
Standard Plows

stand for all that is good in the plow 
line. Better get the best Plows and 
Farm Implements if you want the 
best results. Their

Riding Planter
is a winner for 1903. Prices Right, 
Goods right.

GEO. LJAXTON, I
A B ILEV E, TEXAS.

-1

have forgotten the main features, 
we again publish the new hunt- 
ing law. People would do well 
to heed it, as it is now in effect.

Sec. 2. Any person who shall 
enter upon the inclosed land of 
another without the consent of 
the owner, proprietor or agent in 
charge, and therein hunt with 
firearms, or therein catch or 
take any fish from any pond, 
tank or stream, or in any other 
manner depredate upon same 
shall be punished by fine not less 
than 810, nor more than $100; 
provided, further, that this act 
shall not apply to inclosures in­
cluding 2,000 acres or more in 
one inclosure.

Cyclone at Haikell.

Numerous rumors flashed oyer 
the telephone Friday telling of 
the destructive work of a cyclone 
which visited Haskell the night 
before. These reports were con- V  
flicting and the facts were hard 
to learn. However, the Haskell 
Free Press gives the true facts, 
and the storm was not as severe 
as was first reported. Only ten 
houses were destroyed and five 
or six people injured, although 
much minor damage was done.

The cyclone also touched in 
Shackelford and Throckmorton 
counties, d o i n g  considerable 
damage.


