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Origin of Christmas. moro suitable season. Owing to'tar<ly growth. Do iif)t «lepeiul
It is a generally accepted this indifference to preceilents ' upon tlie small holls and scant

lief that on the date we cMj the exact date when the oirth of yield, when something better can ' 
Christmas day Christ was bojg'. | Christ ought to be kept was hope- : be obtained. Sell your common

7 Time
This is questioned by inòpie 
chroniclers, but the d o t 
does l i t t l e  h a r m ,  jf^ys 

e Brooklyn Kagle. lOver l̂ one 
is'^iatisfied to take this date as 1 the birth of 
the nWivity of Christ, and it mat- ! 
ters lithe whether it is historically 
correct or not; one day in ' the 
year, it is believed by all gvod 
Christians, should be set a- 
side for the celebration of the 
l^ th  of Jesus of Nazareth, and 
the 25th of December is as good 
a day as any on the calendar.

It is necessary to go back to 
the Roman era to find the first 
recorded reference to a festival 
on a date known to us as Christ­
mas day, so that it need not l>e 
cause for surprise if through all 
the gast ages the record of the 
exac^day on which Christ was 
born should have become lost.
History tells us that the first 
feast to be celebrated on the 25th 
of December was established by 
Commodus, emporer of Rome, 
who flourished about 185 years 
after the birth of Christ.

-\fter that there are many ref­
erences to the meetings of the 
new sect called the Christians, 
who gathered on this day to cel­

ebrate the birth of the Good Man.
A  It is not a century until after 

the time of Commodus that we 
find a particular reference to the 
persecution that th*i Christians 
underwent at the hands of the 
pagan emporers having culmi­
nated in a grand Christmas day 
massacre.

Diocletian was the Roman who 
decided to celebrate the day by 
killing off a few Christians. He 
did so with a vengeance. The 
most horrible deed perpetrated 
during the festival was on Christ­
mas day, when the assembled 
Christians gathered in their 
place of meeting, were .sat upon 
and slaughtered, while the Ro­
mans looked on in great glee at 
the sight of antipagan people be­
ing put to death for their relig­
ion’s sake.

When Rome was no longer a 
pagan state, the feast began to 
be celebrated in the Christian 
style, although some of the

Xsongs that were sung and some 
of the rites of the festival would 
greatly shock the strictly ortho­
dox church-goer of the present 
day. At that time there were no 

I excursion trains to carry those
i who wished to take part in a pub­

lic celebration from point to point, 
and the electric telegraph had not 
been thought of. Consequently 

). those who celebrated the birth of 
Christ in early days did so in 
widely separated countries, some­
times at widely separated periods 
of time and according to no set 
programme. It was every com­
munity for itself, and no one to 
criticise the others for not being 
carefut about the date.

As a matter of fact, the ancient 
celebration of Christ’s nativity 
was left entirety to the discretion 
<^the different bodies, and as 

^ ^ tv ery  commnnity had divergent 
' ^^^terests the time was arranged 

|o meet the exigencies of the 
case. If Christmas day hap­
pened to come on a time when 
there was too much work to be 
dune to permit of a holiday, then 
it would be postponed until a

lessly lost. ! seed to the oil mills, and buy a
On only one thing were all the l)etter variety of some roliablc' 

Christians agreed—namely, that person whose word is good. The 
the festival in commemoration of time gained and the increased 

f’hrist ought to be yield will pay the extra cost many 
the most magnificent of the year, times over.
In some cases it was kept up for While exercising the greatest 
days and the meaning of the fes- care in this method of improving 
tival was forgotten long before varieties and increasing pruduc- 
the rev’elers returned to their tion, do not fail to increase 
homes again. the interests of the farm by in-

It is interesting to observe that! telligent efforts to improve and 
the custom of giving presents at | develop varieties yourself. Corn- 
Christmas time, which have sur- bedding was undertaken some 
vived to this day, was begun in years ago as a mere pastime by

J
T o  buy is NOW. I

Get busy and buy • 
a copy of ‘‘ELleanor | 
Waltz es.” Going now 
for I30c at Burroughs 

Mann’s drug store. 
Will Leem an,

I MerKel, Tex. |

j business conditions there were 
I very fine. Collections already 
j amount to 95 per cent and nearly 
I everybody is out of debt.— 
I Stephenville Appeal.

a few young men in Illinois. It
has become to be a regular and _______
lucrative business. Wonders J . W.  Kvansof Haskell coun- 
have been accomplished. There j ty, who was tried last week upon 
are wonders to accomplish. This | the charge of criminal assault.

I

'Ì

the first davs of the Christmas 
feasts. So was the custom that 
is known as carol singing. The 
songs of today are based on the 
event that makes Christmas day
a time of rejoicing, but at that i is true of other products as well! his own daughter being the
time they were not over partic-i as of corn. It is especially true j victim, was adjudged insane by
ular as to the subject chosen by i of cotton in Texas. There is no j the jury. He is said to be a
the singers. In fact it would be reason why great things should  ̂^^reck, mentally and physically,
difficult to find in S(»me of them not be accomplished in this high- and can live but a short time.
an excuse for the singing of such er line of farm work. It will tend
ditties at a religious festival. | to increase interest in the busi-

It is a striking feature of this i ness; but that is not all. It will
Christmas celebration that from ' pay.—Dallas News.
its earliest recorded history there ^ I  [77̂  Z r, *i.Coughinq Spell Caused Death.
18 no sentiment in connection |
with it but those of kindliness and' Harrj Duckwell, aged 25 
pK,d feeling. However much : y«»” - *" »»■'lyyes

G. W. Walters, 825: Daniel A 
Bingham, S125; J . W. Daniel, 
S50; C. P. Warren, S75; Geo. 8. 
Young, 850; Geo. 8. Young A 
Co., S50.

Tha case of S \ Morrison vs 
T A P ,  damages, was dismissed 
at plaintiff’s cost.

R G Ijove vs M K A T, dama­
ges, judgment for 8225.

Mrs Alice Brannen was ap­
pointed guardian of estate and 
persons of Karl and Beatrice 
Mabry.

Will (){ T M Hardy was pro­
bated and Mrs Sallie Hardy ap­
pointed administratrix under 88,- 
000 bond.

Mrs H B Kenner wss appoint­
ed guardian of Claud and Chris­
topher Kenner, under 8500 l)ond. 
—Abilene News.

A Frightened Horse,
Running like mad down the 

street dumping the occupants, or 
a hundred other accidents, are 
every day occurences. It be­
hooves everybody to have a re­
liable Salve handy and there’s 
none as good as Bucklen’s Arnica 
Salve. Burns, cuts, .sores, ec­
zema and piles, disappear quick­
ly under its soothing effect. 25c, 
at Rust A Pittard’s Drug Store.

theold style of celebrating Christ-
mas might be objectionable U) i P r e s e n c e  of his wife and child, 
the twentieth century critic of or- contracted a slight cold a few 
thodox tendencies who frowns at '
the frivolity of some of the cue- ’ Yesterday morn- 
toms, it was always a time for ; ‘"P «̂ ^̂ ed with a fit of
the better side of human nature | ‘̂» î^ îng which continued for 
to be exhibited and for people His wife sent fora
take gifus to each other in a spir- ! P‘»y îcian but before he could ar-

Thi,4 j **ive, another coughing spell came [ Il'c season and thanking their 
‘ on and Duckwell died from iuf- i patrons for past favors, it seems 

focation.—St. Louis Globe-Dem- | proper for me also to thank the 
ocrat, Dec. 11901.” B a l l a r d ’ s  | citizens of Taylor county for the 
horehound Syrup would have|I^cnor bestowed upon me by e- 
saved him. 25c, 50c and ÿl.O O  | leciing me to handle the finances 
at Burroughs A Mann’s. | of the county.

Compliments of J. H. Thornton.
Inasmuch as others are send­

ing greetings and compliments of

it of peace and gmid will, 
kindly spirit has been maintain­
ed until all over the world today 
it is seen in the merrymaking, 
the happiness conveyed by the 
glorious institution of Santa 
Claus, the steaming hot dinners 
presented to the poor, the frolic 
and fun making in almost every 
home, and the gathering to­
gether for the yearly reunion of

There is a feeding of Christmas 
in the air. From the display of 
Christmas goods in our stores, 
and the number of people looking 

those whom circumstances sepa- i at them, and buying, it is evident 
rate for the greater part of the | that there is going to be a great' 
year. May the season never i time in this section through the'
cease to be famous for its power 
to bring out the better attributes 
of men and women as it did of 
old!

For Better Seeds and Better 
Crops.

The News advises the farmer 
to begin in time and to see to it 
that nothing but the tiighly ap­
proved varieties of .seeds are se ­
cured for next year’s planting. 
Make it a point to select the best 
seed corn there is to be had; the 
best vegetables, the best varie­
ties for the patches.

Do not fail, at all events, to se­
cure for yourself the benefits and 
advantages to be derived with 
little extra cost, without any more 
work or care, possibly with less 
work in gathering and a better 
price for the staple, cotton seed 
of the prolific and hardy varie­
ties. There ars arguments in fa­
vor of this policy which have ex­
isted all along and which are 
quite sufficient and oven conclu­
sive. The old arguments have 
been added to in recent years by 
the pests and by a competition of 
progressive neighbors who have 
abandoned the old habit of sow­
ing the indifferent seeds of plants 
that have run out. Do not 
pin yonr chances to the plant of

happy season. The good price 
of cotton and the better yield than 
was expected, make the people 
in better spirits and they will no 
doubt have the best time they 
have had for years.

What Santa Claus Should Give.
To Mr. Rockefeller—A con­

science.
To Mr. Morgan—Ability to feel 

sympathy.
To Mr. Schwab—The ability to 

forget.
To Mr. Baer—An enlightened 

understanding.
To Mr. Hanna—Better choice 

in the selection of friends.
To Columbia—Justice.
To Competition—A resurrect­

ion.
To the Government—Honest 

servants.
To the Citizen—An awakened 

sense of duty.
To the Trusts— Knock-out 

drops.
To the World---- arbitration.
To all People Kverywhere— 

Self-Grovernment.
To the Corruptionists—Stripes. '
To the Press—Freedom.
To Men—A true conception of 

charity.—Commoner.
Mace Sharp of Merkel was here 

the first of the week and said that

Wishing all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year, and assuring them 
that none are more appreciative 
of past favors than your humble 
servant, I remain

Yours truly,
J . H. Thornton, 
County Treasurer.

Methodist Tree Exercises.
Following committee has been 

appointed to look after the Christ­
mas tree exercises at the Metho­
dist church Thursday evening: 
Decoration.

H. C. Williams, Mesdames 
Mann, Leeman and Warnick. 
Label presents.

Claud Mann, Mrs. Burroughs, 
Misses Clara Browning, Annie 
King, Carrie Hargrove, Allie 
Jenninge, Kdith Freemon, Laura 
Herring, Grace Sheppard.
Take presents from tree.

Otho Williams, ,Iud Sheppard,
I. Stallings.
On music.

Misses Lucy Leeman, Laura 
Evans, Annie King.
Carriers.

Lige Gamble, Willie Stramer, 
Reed Alsobrook, Duncan Brown­
ing, Eulia Paylor, Lizzie Calvert. 
Calling.

J . K. Pittard, Ed J . Leeman. 

Court News.
Judgements were obtained in 

county court this week against 
the T. A P. for damages to live 
stock as follows: In favor of
J . W. Childers, $150; W. H. 
Childers, $50; D. C. McCoy, $200;

Baptist Tea.
The ladies of the Baptist 

church will give a lea at the res­
idence of Mrs. F. B. Hixiple on 
the evening of Jan. 1st. Re­
freshments will be served for 
which a small sum will bo charg­
ed. The proceeds will be used 
to help pay for a sewing ma­
chine to be used in the Girls’ 
Sewing School in Mexico. The 
following program will be ren­
dered :

V’ocal solo—Mrs. Hoople.
Reading—M i s s Margueritte 

Howard.
Instrumental solo—Miss Lucy 

Leeman.
Reading—Miss Valley Hill.
Vocal solo—Mrs. Thurmond.
Guessing contest (musical)— 

Miss Laura Evans.

To be Raised Jan. let.
Postmaster Witt is in receipt of 

a communication from Wash­
ington stating that the Merkel 
office would be raised to a third 
class or presidential office on 
Jan. 1, 1904. Press dispatches, 
one of which was published in 
The Mail last week, gave the 
date as June, which was no doubt 
an error.

This will be good news to 
Merkel people, for it means better 
accommodations in the matter of 
lobby room. Nothing is a better 
indication of the growth of the 
town during the past year.

Telephone Change.
Robt. M. Webb of Colorado, 

manager of the Southwestern 
Telephone Co., was in the city 
Saturday and closed a deal 
w'hereby the locsl exchange and 
its owners go to into the South­
western. I. S. Allen will be re­
tained as local manager.

It is intention of the company 
to greatly improve the service 
here and more comfortable 
quarters will be secured at 
once. In connection with thsir 
long distance lines they will be 
in a position to handle business 
over the lines more satisfactory, 
and the change will prove 
mutually beneficial to the people 
and to the company.

The Festive Dog Mutt Go.
Very little interest was shown 

in the prairie dog election Satur­
day, not more than one-fifth of 
the qualified voters taking part. 
Only 77 votes were polled at this 
box and there was not a dissent­
ing voice, each of the 77 votes 
being for the extermination of 
the dogs.

It is believed that the law has 
gone in by a good majority, there 
being very little, if any, oppo­
sition.

lA*.



T iil : M a ii COTTON CULTURE. V

E O J. LEEM A N , P U B L IS H E R .

Published Every Thursday.

How to Grow the Staple So as to 
Escape the Ravages of the 

Boll Weevil.

TELKPHONE M'MBKRS:
Offlco
Ufsldenw

57
It

If you know of any nows Item, we will consld* 
or It a Kpt'clal favor If you will report same to 
this olUee, either by iHTson, letter or over the 
phono to either of the above numbers.

Harps, Harps, Harps!
Fine !is.«optment from 5ctoT5c 

each.
I Basham, Shepherd A Co.

Fight W ill Be Bitter.
Those who will persist in cloa- 

-inp their ears afrainst the contin« 
ual recommendation of Dr. Kincf’s 
New Discovery for consumption, 
will have a lonp and bitter fight 
with their troubles, if not ended 
earlier by fatal termination. 
Ri'ad what T. R. Beal of Beal, 
Miss, has to say; “ Last fall my 
wife had every symptom of con- 
sumj)tion. She took Dr. King’s 
New Discovery after everything 
else had failed. Improvement 
came at once and four bottles en* 
tirely cureil her.” Guaranteed 
Dy Rust A B i t t a r d Druggist. 
Brice 50o ami SI .00. Trial Ixit- 
tics free.

At Cost.
We have on hand a small stock 

of jewelry, watches, fountain 
pens, jiocket and table cutlery, 
table and lea sj^oons, genuine I. 
X. L. razors, glassware, tinware, 
etc. We arc closing this stock 
out at cost and below cost. They 
have got to go. (,'ome in and 
make an offer on any of the above 
articles. This sale will only last 
a few (lays. Come (luick.

Yours for business, 
Chenault A Brovine.

Girl Wanted.
Girl wanted to do house work. 

Will pay good wages. 2t
.Mrs. (Jen. S. Berry

G. W. Boyce’s
Now Grain House three doors 
west Watkins’ Meat Market.

Stockholders Meeting.
The stockholders of the First 

National Bank of Merkel, Texas, 
are hereby notified that the reg­
ular meeting of the stockholders 
of .said bank for the election of 
directors the ensuing year, 
and such other business as may 
come before it, will be held at 
the office of said bank in Merkel, 
Texas, Tuesday, .Tan. 12, 1904.
2t Respt.,

Geo. S. Berry, Cashier.
A Costly Mistake.

Blunders are sometimes very 
ex|>ensive. Occasionally life it­
self is the price of a mistake, but 
you'll never be wrong if you take 
Dr. King’s New Life Fills for 
dyspepsia, dizziness, headache, 
liver or bowel troubles. They 
are gentle yet thorough. 25c, at 
Rust A Bittard’s Drug Store.

The Roscoe Lumber Company.
Notice to stockholders: Notice 

is hereby given that in accord- 
enco with the requirements of its 
charter and by-laws, the annual 
meeting of the stockholders of 
the Roscoe Lumber Company 
will be held at its general office 
at Merkel, Texas, on Menday, 
.January 4,. 1901, between the 
hours of 9 a. m. and 10 p. m., for 
the election of a Board of Di­
rectors to serve for the ensuing 
year, and for the transaction of 
such other business as may be 
brought before the meeting.
3t .John C. Hamm,

Pres.

\

The .Mail reaches a class of 
folks that read advertisements.

The new conditions that have 
arisen in the present system of 
cotton growing are of such a na­
ture that changes of method of 
culture are necessary if much 
profit is to be realized. Under 
the new conditions, the changes 
that are necessary with many 
growers are general, the prepar­
ation of the soil, the seed, the 
variety, planting, cultivating and 
fertilizing. In the presence of 
the boll weevil early maturity of 
the crop is the chief feature, and 
every operation in the culture of 
the crop having a bearing on 
early maturity must be utilized. 
Larly maturity, therefore, be­
comes the important desidatum, 
and is to be kept constantly in 
mind. To assist in changing the 
slow methods of culture to those 
of speed and thoroughness to 
meet the new' conditions, the va­
rious operations are briefly out­
lined, and are based on results of 
experiments in the different cot­
ton growing states.

Preparations of the soil—by 
turning the soil on edge in win­
ter many insects are de.stroyed, 
especially boll worm and boll 
weevil, vegetation is decomposed 
and the soil made friable. Bed 
up deep, but low and in suffi­
cient time before planting for a 
firm seed bed to form which can 
be, if necessary, flushed off w’ith 
a drag or harrow’ in advance of 
the planter. Firm seed beds fa­
vors quick germination and 
prompt growth of young c<jtton.

Fertilizers—On thin soils or 
fertile soils a little nitrogen in 
the shape of cotton meal applied 
in the furrow’ when the rows are 
laid off at bedding time, at the 
rate of 100 pounds per acre, or 
dead cotton seed at the rate of 
200 pounds, will hasten early 
growth, strong growth, and en­
able early culture w’ith the plow. 
It will get beyond grass and 
weeds, and begin early fruiting. 
Apply the same as cotton meal. 
Cotton meal and acid phosphate 
should be tried alone and also to­
gether. Acid phosphate con­
taining 15 per cent of available 
phosphoric acid, costs about S20 
per ton. The quantities can be 
increased if increased yields jus­
tify. Cotton growers have con­
sidered Texas soils, the Ixittoms 
and the black lands, sufficiently 
fertile for maximum plant growth 
or cotton yield w’ithout the use of 
commercial fertilizers. This, 
how’ever, may be true when ta­
ken with the manner usually 
given to the crop, but for prompt 
and rapid growth of the young 
cotton and for early maturity, a 
small dose of nitrogen as cotton 
meal will be advantageous, even 
on the black land. Also, acid 
phosphate should be tried on the 
land. On the thinner, sandy soil 
nitrogen and acid phosphate w’ill 
be profitable. On any soil a 
small dose of nitrogen and phos­
phoric acid should be tried. The 
object is simply to give the young 
plant an abundance of readily 
available supply of nitrogen in 
their infancy right under the 
seed, but not in contact where 
the young roots will find it as 
8(Hm as they emerge from the 
seed covering. The young cot­
ton will then be given a rapid 
start in the early season and be 
more resistant to unfavorable in­
fluences. Phosphoric acid ap­
plied in the same way would con­
tribute to rapid fruiting and ear­
ly maturity throughout the growth 
of the plants. An early and vig­

orous grow’th has many advan­
tages aside from early maturity. 
Potash generally delays matur­
ity, but it can be tried on sandy 
soil having sandy subsoil at the 
rate of 100 pounds per acre in the 
form of kainit. A complete fer­
tilizer containing these three el­
ements—potash, nitrogen and 
phosphoric acid w’ould not be 
advisable to use until compared 
in a test w’ith the three elements 
used alone as advised above. We 
request a report along these lines 
from cotton grow’ers who try cot­
ton meal and acid phosphate in 
the manner indicated.

Planting the seed—use a g(jod 
machine that w’ill open a narrow- 
furrow without disturbing the 
firm bed any more than neces­
sary. The loose soil draw’n back 
in over the seed and pressed 
dow’n by a roller attached to the 
planter, getting the seed well in, 
and w’hen thus planted will come 
up pr(imptly and grow off rapidly. 
The soil does not dry out, the 
firm bed holds moisture and the 
roots at once come in contact 
W’ith the moisture and soil. Plant 
as early as possible an abun­
dance of seed. Seed are cheap­
er than a poor stand.

Seed and varieties—since ear­
ly maturity is essential for es­
caping the boll w’eevil, and for 
other advantages, the best .se­
lected seed of the best early va­
riety, should be planted. This 
question of seed and varieties is 
of such great importance that we 
have discus.sed it fully in the 
previous bulletin.

Distance to plant—the distance 
to plant in the row and betw-een 
the rows depends on the fertility 
of the soil, the variety and the 
sea.son. l!arly varieties can be 
planted closer, as they have 
smaller stalks. The grower must 
decide the distance for himself. 
The stalks should not interlap 
between the rows. Sunlight is 
necessary for fruitfulness and 
earliness.

Cultivation—Barring off w’ilh 
a turning plow before chopping 
is out of date. In chopping and 
thinning the best stalks of course 
should be left, but w-hen selected 
seed are planted most of the 
plant will be strong and of equal 
growth. The heel scrape of va­
rying length depending on age 
of the cotton and condition of 
the soil is the best implement for 
shallow and effective culture. It 
can be attached w-ith a short 
scooter (the latter to steady the 
scrape) to the foot of a single 
stock or cultivator, and adjusted 
to the proper slant. With a cul­
tivator one row can be cvltivated 
on both sides at once. A culti­
vation should be given whenever 
a crust forms after a rain to pre­
vent w eeds and grass and loss of j 
moisture. Saving soil moisture 
is very important with the early 
varieties. Cultivation may be 
continued later than the usual 
“ lay by time,’’ but its advantage 
depends on the g r o w’ t h | 
of the c o t t o n .  If the 
stalks are small later cultivation 
is advisable, but if the stalks are 
growing too much weed, and not 
properly fruiting, cultivation 
might cease.

Depth of cultivation should not, 
exceed tw'o inches, but on deep, 
fertile soil, deeper cultivation 
with a sweep may be done. The 
length of the scrape on either 
side should be increased as the i 
plants increase in size to avoid ' 
breaking limbs and to get the 
short scooter away from the 
plants, and also to destroy grass 
in the middle.

Rotation of cotton land with 
other crops, and especially with 
legumes, is neces.sary to restrict 
insects and cotton disease, and

MERRY CHRISTMASi
I

In wishing our fiend s and 
customers a M̂ ‘rry Christ­
mas and Happy and Pros­
perous New Year, we also
wish to thank them for the

- •
verv generous patronage 
extended us the past year. 
Our business has been most 
satisfactory, and we are in­
deed proud of the growth of 
this institution. We will 
put forth our best efforts to 
serve them faithfully and 
well during the year 1904.

f

III WARNICK’S BANK.
At and Below Cost

I have a remnant of goods on 
hand which was reserved from my 
Racket stock at time of sale that I 
wish to sell at and below COST.

It comprises Dolls, Vases, Rib­
bons, and miscellaneous articles-all 
useful, new and up-to date goods. If 
there is anything in this line you 
want, now is the time to buy it. It 
must go during the next few days. 
Now on display at Flemming bld’g.

i r

L . E . A D R IA N
Merkel, Texas.

to maintain productiveness, but 
this is of such importance as to 
be made the subject of a bulletin 
to follow this in the series.

This article is the third of a 
series treating of seasonable 
measures for combating the lx)ll 
weevil, prepared by the staff of 
the Kxperiment Station, and they 
all may be secured by address­
ing the director of Texas I’ixperi- 
ment Station, College Station 
Texas.

tion to vice.
9. Cheerfulness makes love of 

life, and love of life is half of 
health. On the contrary, sad­
ness and discouragement hasten 
old age.

10. Do you gain your living
by your intellect? Then do nat

Health’s Decalogue.
1. Rise early, retire early and 

fill your day with work.
2. Water and bread maintain 

life; pure air and sunshine are 
indispensible to health.

3. F’rugality and sobriety form 
the best elixir of longevity.

4. Cleanliness prevents rust; 
the best cared for machines last 
the longest.

5. Knough sleep repairs waste 
and strengthens; too much sleep 
softens and enfeebles.

6. To be sensibly dressed is 
to give freedom to one’s move­
ments and enough warmth to be 
protected from sudden changes 
of temperature.

7. A clean and cheerful house 
makes a happy home.

8. The mind is refreshed and 
invigorated by distractions and 
amusements; but abuse of them 
leads to dissipation and dissipji-'

allow- your arms and legs to gro 
stiff. Do you earn your bread by 
your pickax? Do not forget to 
cultivate your mind and enlarge 
your thought.—From a French 
Medical Review.

Boygraphs.
If the boy is treated like a 

gentleman at homo he will act 
like a gentleman abroad.

We are aw’fully sorry for the 
boy w’hose father has forgotten 
that he was once a little fellow.

If a boy forgets his mother the 
chances are that the reason may 
be found in the example of the 
father.

Some boys would be overjoyed 
to receive as much attention from 
their fathers as is i.ostowed on 
the family horses. ^

As a general proposition thd 
boy who is untruthful has beenV* 
made so by being punished f6r 
telling the truth.

If a boy finds a sympathetic 
listener in his father when he 
tells his boyish troubles he seldom i
gees out on the streets to make 
confidents.— lOx.

{
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ecial Clothing
=  SA LE =X

I
1

During December we offer our entire stock of 
Clothing at Greatly Reduced prices. We have 
a few odd suits and a few coats and vests that 
will go Ui this sale at LESS THAN WHOLE­
SALE C^ST. Be sure to see our goods and 
prices. Iwe will save you money. ... 20 per 
cent redliction on all ladies’ jackets, capes 
and skills. ... 10 per cent off all woolen
dress gocids. Our 60c fleeced underwear
cannot b > beat at the price. ... “Star Brand 
Shoes are Better." We are exclusive agents 
in Merkel for these shoes; also sell the cele­
brated Edwin Clapp shoes for men. ... We 
appreciate your trade in either Dry Goods or 
Grocerie.^ and will always give you your 
money's worth. ... Come and see us. : :

TKe Star Store,
Merkel Mercantile Co., Props. Merkel, Texas.

Christmas in Many Lands.
In England in the early Anglo- 

Saxon days Christina.s was cele­
brated with almost saturnalian 
revelries, the lords of misrule 
holding full sway, but the first 
breath of Puritanism scorched 
the zeal of the revelers, and it 
became a heineous offense to so 
rejoice and be merry. The year 
1643 saw the abolishment of all 
saints days, and those who ob­
served “ the three grand festivals 
of Christmas, blaster and Whit­
suntide, were heavily fined.’’ 
With the restoration a sad coun­
tenance w’as not at a premium, 
but rather a merry one, and all 
the observances of these festival 
days were revived.

L l

In old Seville and the other 
beautiful cities of Spain Christ­
mas is largely an out door cele­
bration. The Anglo-Saxon idea 
of hearth and home is foreign to 
the Latin temperament, and the 
gracious climate lends itself to all 
fresco merrymaking. All is 
movement, color, tumult, dance 
and song. The great plazas are 
kaleidoscopes of human move­
ment. The cathedrals and 
churches are thrcjnged. Piety 1 
and gayety mingle.

The Fort Worth Record.
c/1 ‘D em ocrA tic  ’P ip e r  
fo r  D em ocra tik  T e n s

The long felt want of North 
Texas has been supplied, and the 
Fort Worth Record, as good as 
the best and Democratic besides,! 
is a daily and semi-weekly fact.

By special arrangement The 
Mail is enabled to make a re­
markably low combination rate 
until .Ian. 1, next, for subscrip­
tions one year in advance.

The Record t)ne year SI.00
The Mail one year . 1.00
Both papers one year l.tlo
This offer w’ill be withdrawn on 

Jan. 1, after which the usual 
combination price will prevail.

Sample copies at this office.
Remit to this office.

Gin Notice.
I will continue ginning every 

day up to Christmus, but after 
that date w’ill gin only on Tues­
days and Fridays. Please beai  ̂
this in mind.
2t G. B. Brown.

Germany is the land of Santa 
Claus, the home of the beautiful 
legend of Kris Kringle, which is 
u corruption of Christ Kindlein, 
or Christ Child. While the good 

, little child finds its stocking la- 
den with Kris Kringle’s gifts, 
the naughty child finds nothing 
but a birch rod placed there by 
the avenging Pelsnichol (St. 
Nicholas with the fur). Such an 
experience makes the small vic­
tim miserable.

6o different games—all new 
—one in each package of

Lion Coffee
■t yovr QrocePa.

Inspired ancient p o e t i c a l  
thought of cheering the Virgin 
during the pang.s of maternity, 
young men and maidens throng 
on Christmas eve l>efore her 
shrines in Italy and play up>on 
their guitars and mandolins, 
singing songs of praise. It is 
their part, too, to decorate the 
beautiful old churches most pro-1 
fusely, a loving service at which 
they spend the greater part of 
the night, refreshed by a colla­
tion after midnight mass.

contrast to the horrible fact that 
no one could fail of a sudden 
shock at the thought the song 

i suggested.
“ I titood tn old Jerusalem.
Beside the temple there.*’

the song went on. The judge 
had paused. He made a quiet 
inquiry. A former member of a 
famous opera company, known 
all over the country, was await­
ing trial for forgery. It was he 
who was singing “ The Holy 
City” in his cell.

Meantime the song went on, 
and every man in the line show- 
en emotion. One or two dropped 
on their knees; one boy at the 
end of the line, after a desperate 
effort at self-control, leaned 

I against the wall, buried his face 
i against his folded arms andsub- 
: bed, “ O mother, mother.” 
i The sobs, cutting to the very 
I heart the men who heard, and 
¡the song, still welling its way 
I through the court room, blended 
I in the hush. At length one man 
i protested.

“ Judge,” he said, “ have we 
I got to submit to this? We’re 
i here to take our punishment,
! but this—” he, too, began to 
I sob.
! It was impossible to proceed 
‘ with the business of the court,
! yet the judge gave no order to 
j stop the song. The jxilice ser- 
I géant, after a surprised effort to 
I keep the men in line, stepped 
I back and waited for the rest.

“JeruMÜ«mt JaruMlem!
I Sing, for tho night U o’erl
I Hosanna In the bighett!
I Hosanna for erer more!”
I

I In an ectasy of melody the last 
i words rang out and then there 
i was silence.

The judge looked into the fa­
ces of the men before him. 
There was not one who was not 
touched by the song; not one in 
whom some better impulse was 
not stirred. He did not call the 
cases singly—a kind word of ad­
vice, and he dismissed them all. 
No man was fined or sentenced 
to the work house that morning. 
The song had done more to a- 
waken a purpose for better living 
than punishment could have ac­
complished.—Young P e o p 1 e's 
Weekly.

W. W. WHEELER,
Real Estate, Life, Fire and Tor­

nado Insurance Agent, 
Notary Public.

Talo’s AcknowledgAmnntH, Draw« up D*«da,«tc. 
Office In First National Bank.

J. M. PATE
TH E B A R B E R

NORTH FRONT STREET.

DR. J. W. LITTLE,
Resident Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE —  OFFICE IN 
PERRIER BUILDING.

L  A .  L E H M A N . . .

P H Y S IC IA N  a n d  S U R G E O N

Office, Burroughs A Mann’s Drug Store, Merkel.

W’. J . Cunningham L. A. Dele

C U N N IN G H AM  & DALE,
LAWYERS

I Partners In CiTll Practice only. Office orer  
Compere B ioh., Abilene, Texas.

H .  C . K I N G . . . .

R H Y S I C I A N  A N O  
• S U R O e O N ,

Office at Burroughs i  Mann’s Drug Store. ISIOI

ISAAC N. TAYLOR,
— LAW’YER AND NOTARY PUBUC—

Office in First Nat’l Bank.

R. B .U S T IC K
dealer in

W atches, Clocks, Jew­
elry, EtCe

Repairing a Specialty

J. J. MILLER,
Attorney-at-Law, Notary Public, 

Land and Collecting Agent.
will practice in all the courts of Texas. All 

business entrusted to my care will recelre 
I prompt attention. Will pav taxes for non-reel- 

Interest on lands for all who mey 
usinesM with me; will make prooCiIU

prompt attentU 
dents, also pay 
trust their Pusi
of nnal settlement on homestead a id school 
property. I solicit your patronage. S-lpd

Nothing has ever equalled it. 
Nothing can ever surpass it.

In Australia Christmas comes 
during the midsummer season. 
The mercury may register 100 
degrees or more. Families, in- 
.stead of being uniten, are divid­
ed, for this is the time of the long 
vacation. Still, English tradi­
tions are preserved. Plum pud­
ding is the dessert and holly the 
decoration. Moreover, the Aus­
tralians have a decoration of 
their own—a crimson flowering 
shrub which they call Christmas 
bush and which blooms only in 
December.

Power of Song.
Thirty men, red-eyed and dis­

hevelled, lined up before a judge 
of a San Francisco police court. 
It was the regular morning com­
pany of “ drunks and disorder­
lies.” Some were old and har­
dened, others hung their head in 
shame. Just as the momentary 
disorder attending the bringing 
in of the prisoners quieted down, 
a strange thing happened. A 
strong, clear voice from below 
began singing:

“ I.Ast night I lay a-alneping,
Ther« came a dream ao fair.*’

Last night! It had been for̂  
them all a night mare or a drunk- ' 
en stupor. The song was such a |

Don’t Do That.
It is easy to buy Christmas 

presents with January’s salary. 
Don’t do that.

The foolish giver imagines that 
the true value of the gift is 
measured by the purchase price. 
Don’t do that.

We know people who make 
sacrifices in order to buy costly 
Christmas presents for f e a r  
they might be thought stingy. 
Don’t do that.

Some people think it is smart 
to destroy the dear old myth 
concerning Santa Claus and thus 
bring grief to childish minds. 
Don’t do that.

At this particular season of 
the year it is customary to wor­
ry about what you’ll give this 
one or that one for a present. 
Don’t do that.

Every time you pick up a pa­
per these days you see full di­
rections how to make beautiful 
Christmas presents out of old 
clothes, and barrels, and boxes, 
and tin cans, and things; and 
you are tempted to undertake 
the task of trying to follow them. 
Don’t do that.

Our line of carpets and rugs is 
hard to beat. We have a varied 
assortment and the prices are 
right.

W. P. Bro wning 4  Co.
Everything in Ustick’s store is 

suitable for a Christmas present.

Dr. King’s 
New Discovery

F aw / ^ iv a v iim o N

A Perfect For All Throat and
Cure: Lung Troubles.

Money back If it faila. Trial Bottlaa

Merkel Lodge No. 710, 
A. F. & A. M., meets
Saturday night on or 
before the full moon in

_______ _ each month.
C. E. Evans, W. M. 

R. B. Ustick, Sec.

Best Passenger Service
a • a / A/ a a a

T E X A S

“ No Trouble to Anawnr (Jueatlona.“

D i n i n g . O a r s
mmrwmmm

FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS

The Mail gives all the news. now.

K .  R .  T U R N E R .  Q M N .  RAma.  A 0 T .  
oiLtAia, TMMam,

Hereafter the price of The Mail 
and Dallas News, both for one 
year, will be only $1.50, either to 
new subscribers or renewals. 
This gives you 156 papers a year 
at less than Ic a copy.

Take advantage of this offer

1
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ED J. LEEMAN, Editor and Prop’r.

lintt n'd m the l*oslofflc«at Merkel, Tex**, a* 
s<>ootul-cl*><H mall mattter.

S u b s c r i p t i o n  R a t o s i
0(Hf year 
Six month*
Three montli* ■

InvartaWy In ailTance.

• ADVEIITISINU RATKS
One Inch apace 
Two inch apace 
(Juarter column (I 1-2 Indhes) 
llalf column <9 inehe»)
One column (ISlnche*) .

Konr lasiich constttule a month.

»1.00
.50
26

per month
t  .50 

1.00 
2.50 
4.00 
T.SO

All adyertla«-
ment* run anJ chanied for until ordered out, 
unleaa limit Is «i>ecl(led when insertion la made. 
Special prits's on time contracts,

Uocal notices, 5 cents per line, each Insertion.

S I ' lX 'IA l ,  NOTICES.
- .-Atommunuatlon* to Insure publication must 

bt'ar the HlKiiuture of the writer, as well as the 
noin de Illume under which they write. This la 
requlissl meis'lv as a Kuaraniee of tcood faith.

Obituaries, ( 'ards of Thanks, etc., are Inserted 
at one»half the reijular adyertlslnR rates. Posl- 
tlTely no deviation from this nile.

MERUY CHRISTMAS.
“ On the earth, peace, and g^od 

will towards men.”
Christmas, with its joys, is 

once more upon us. How joy­
ous and gladsome nature has 
responded to the oocasion, and 
yet how holy and peacefully the 
days carry us nearer this anni­
versary-of the Christ-child! To 
we older people the day means 
but a relaxation from the daily- 
routine of lal)or—an auspicious 
time in which to mix and mingle 
with friends and loved ones, with 
words of greeting and hearty- 
good will. To the younger gen­
eration there is joy and gladness 
intermingled with pleasureable 
anticipation, and the dawn of 
Christmas day heralds the com­
ing of Santa Claus—the mythical 
godfather of happy- childhood.

“ Peace on the earth”—this is 
a divine suggestion and carries 
with it a world of meaning. 
‘.‘Good will towards men”—how 
sy-mbolic of the birth of the 
Christ-child. Beautiful a n d  
right it is that gifts and good 
wishes should fill the air like 
•snowflakes. And beautiful is 
the year in its coming and its 
going—most beautiful and bless­
ed be<-ause it is always the Year 
of our Lord.

The Mail hopes that the spirit 
of the occasion will sink deep 
into the hearts of the people. If 
there is one who is needy and in 
want, it is a duly and should be 
a pleasure to alleviate their suf­
ferings and help them over the 
rough places.

To its readers, one and all. The 
Mail wishes a very

Merry- Christmas 
and

Happy New Year.

prepared to say, but it is pre­
sumed he took a great many or­
ders. We do know, however, 
that he violate<l the local option 
law- if what has been told about 
him is true. When a man goes 
into local option territory and 
accepts money for whiskey, even 
for future shipments, he is vio­
lating the law and should be 
made to suffer for it. This, we 
are told, happened here, but 
nothing was done to punish the 
offender. It is useless to have 
laws when they are so ruthlessly 
trampled upon.

PA Y YOUR POLL TAXES.
The Mail would urge upon its 

readers the necessity of paying 
their poll taxes. Next year will 
witness political elections—coun­
ty, state and national—and those 
who wish to vote must remember 
that it requires a poll tax receipt 
to do so. Very few receipts have 
been issued in this county- so far, 
all of which goes to show that 
there will be a rush at the col­
lector’s office during the latter 
part of .lanuary. Hence, those 
who wish to avoid the rush had 
better attend to the matter now.

Remember, you are not a qual­
ified voter unless your receipt is 
dated prior to Feb. 1st; also that 
a penalty of ten per cent is added 
to your taxes after .Jan 31st.

The Mail repeats: Cut out
the disgraceful Christmas jag.

The Panama question is mak­
ing gray hairs for the president.

It is said to be more blessed to 
give than to receive, but this is 
not an orthodox view- of it.

Getting in debt is like dropping 
from a balloon. Getting out 
again is like climbing a greased 
poll.

The fastest thing about Merkel 
these days is her growth. And 
that is fast enough to brag 
about.

UNJUST IMPOSITION.
Says the Snyder Coming West : 

“ A man whose name we failed to 
learn, but who claimed to repre­
sent a Kentucky wholesale liq­
uor concern, spent two days in 
Sny-der last week, and we are 
informed look seventy orders for 
whisky from one to three gallons 
each, and this in a town which 
but a short time ago voted local ' 
option by a majority of five to 
one. It is none of our business  ̂
to pry into the affair and as to 
the man who sold the liquor we 
suppose he was acting within the , 
limits of the law, but we do think i 
that the rights of the majority  ̂
ought to l-ie considered, and if a 
sentiment for local iiption as 
strong as the ab<jve one indicated 
really- exists, the man who comes 
unsolicited and attempts to force 
his wares upon the people ought 
to be treated as an imposter.” 
/rjiis man, or one engaged in a 

similar undertaking, spent two 
op' t̂hree tlays in Merkel and* sur­
rounding country yelling h i s 
wares from the housetops. How 
many t;il«‘s hi' made, we are not

The old maids of Merkel will 
no doubt improve their opportu­
nities next year. It’s Leap Year, 
you know.

The high price of cotton should 
not lead farmers to make it their 
entire dépendance for a living. 
There are other crops etjually as 
prtifitable.

Gen. H. K. Douglas, Stonewall 
.Jackson’s chief of staff, died at 
his home in Hagerstown, Md., 
Friday. Very soon the last re- 
vielle will call these old heroes to 
their last brave stand. They are 
going fast.

It will soon be time to turn 
over a new leaf. Has the old 
year been one of profit to you? 
If not, profit by the mistakes you 
have made and let them be a 
stepping stone to greater efforts 
and nobler things in the years 
to come.

dispatches from Chicago. The 
women rendered a verdict and 

I the verdict was concurred in by- 
a jury- of men to make it legal.

I All of which shows that woman’s 
influence is expanding.

' Under the new election law. 
[State primaries will be uniform 
j and will be held all over the State 
ion Saturday, .July 9. March on 
April is plenty early to start the i 
county campaign next year, a s ; 
three months will give all candi- j 

■ dates ample time in which to j 
thoroughly canvess the county-. I 
The Mail is ready to to take an - ' 

; nouncements any time, however.

if the Democrats of Taylor
j
' county- wish to do away- with the 
. primary-, well and good. But by 
' so doing they will put some other 
, party in power. Primary elec- 
I lions are fair to all alike and this | 
j time-honored custom should not' 
; be laid aside for untried plans., 
As a member of the county exec- 

¡ntive committe, the writer will [ 
oppose any change in the manner 

¡of nominating candidates.

/The Baird Star and Collins 
(Miss.) Commercial are having a 
little fun on the side, and the 
editor of The Mail is the target 
at w-hich their shafts of sarcasm 
are aimed. Some people don’t 
know when they have reached 
the bounds of common decency-, 
but must continue making “ ja.ss- 

lacks” out of themselves. A 
diinkey- always brays just when 

t he has no bray- coming. The 
moral is a ¡xiinted one, gentle- j 

men : keep up your braying.

The best news item the daily 
I papers have contained in some 
Uimo was the one in which it was 
stated that a young man, who 
hud slandered a young lady, was 
fined one hundred dollars. The 

, case was tried at Greenville, and 
the jury is to be commened for 
its decision. The slanderer is a 
carrion crow that feasts upon the 
wrecked and wasted life of stime 
unfortunate, or taints the inno­
cent with its foul breath. No 
mercy should be shown such 
cattle.

W e Make 
T h e m . . ^

S trajf G oods

Also carry a fulf line of Harness, 

Chains, Collars, Wh(ips, Blankets and 

Robes; in fact I carry a full line of every­

thing kept in an up-to-date saddle shop. 

See me when in need of anything in my 

line.

Yours for Business,

R.. U. Hudson
I ______________________________________

No better Christmas gift than 
a year’s subscription to The Mail 
could be made to a friend or lov­
ed one. It is a gift that they 
would appreciate and one which 
would bring kindly thoughts of 
the giver with each weekly visit. 
Try the plan.

While you are enjoying the 
holidays, don’t forget that there 
are those wha are too poor to 
buy the things that make the 
occasion one of pleasure. Help 
some one to have a merry Christ­
mas and by so doing add to your 
own pleasures.

Perhaps the first case tried in 
the United States before a jury 
cximposed exclusively of women 
was mentioned in Saturday’s

' The Mail’s little squib in favor 
' of primaries last week has dis­
turbed a hornet’s nest in Abilene. 
Considerable opjiosilion to the 
primary system has developed, 
and it is evident that a big fight 
will be made against it. How­
ever, there is little likelihood 

i that the effort will be successful, 
for all good Democrat.s favor the 
primary. .lust what is intended 

' in the effort to make the county 
I campaign a free for all fight, has 
I not yet appeared on the surface.
; Certain it is that it could but re- 
'sult disastrously to the party.

' Why buy postoffice and ex- 
I press money orders when you 
can buy New York or Texas ex­
change at less money and get it 
from home instilution^¿ All 
business firms and corporations 
prefer that you remit in hank ex­
change. Bank exchange rates: 

SI .00 to SIO, 10c.
SIO to S60, 15c.
SeOto SlOO, 26c. 

tf First National Bank,
Warnick’s Bank.

court here Monday against the 
Dallas News by .1. W. Childers 
.Jr., alleging defamation of char­
acter in the publication of a re­
port sent out from LI Paso charg­
ing Childers with “ lieating a 
stranger to death with a six- 
shoeter at Deming, N. M.,” thej 
statement being false. As com - 1 
panion suits to above, one case 
each was filed against the Gaines­
ville Hesperiae and Gainesville! 
Mes.senger for the same cause I 
and in the same amount. .S15,000' 
each. The plaintiff is the son 

: of our fellowcitizen, Col. .1. W. 
Childers, and we understand that 
while he had killed a luan in New 
Mexico purely in self defense, as 
held by the court, this alleged 
killing is an entirely different af- 

I fair and was only a fair fist fight,,

èand no special damage was done.
—Abilene News.

Wht> wants a second-hand^  
wagon? Not worth much. Cash, 
trade or on time.

Jos. H. Warnick.
10 per cent cut on men’s and 

Imy’s suits,extra pants and over­
coats till January 1st at

Warren’s.
T. F. Compton and daughter. 

Miss Tommie Ixiu, left Monday 
for a visit to the old home at 
Pulaski, Tenn.

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Coggin 
of Colorado are spending tlie 
holidays with relatives here.

Jjost— A small black Berkshire 
pig—some white on it. If you 
know anything about it tell

W. L. Clay.

Don’t pass Burroughs A Mann’s 
¡stock of Christmas goods by 
w-ithout a look at it.

For Sale—Trade for a note or 
sell on fall time, one good 900 

i pound pony-built horse, fine col- 
I or, 6 years old. Perfectly gentle 
' in single and double harness or 
I under saddle. Price $50.

Jos. H. Warnick.
Big Damage Suits.

Suit for damage in the sum of 
$15,000 was fileti in the District

For Perfect BaKin^

C H arter O ak f&i 
G arlan d  Stoves

Surpass A L L  OtHers

When you get one of these stoves
PPjRFPjCT b a k in g  is guaranteed, 
DURABILITY is guaranteed, 
CONVENIENCE is guaranteed, 
ECOMOMY of FUEL is guaranteed, 

in fine, PERFECTION in a stove is 
guaranteed. Remember, Charter Oak 
and Garland Stoves bake perfectly 
and last a lifetime. It is just as easy 
to own one of these makes as any oth­
er kind, and they give twice the satis­
faction. We are waiting to supply 
you with one.

L d  S. H u sh e s  & Co.,
A b ile n e * T e » »9.
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Joan climbed wearily up the stairs 
to her third story room. She seldom 
felt tired, but to night the whole world 
looked criss-cross.

She was a stranger in the city and 
among people who gave her no 
thought. She had been that many a 
time hi many a place, yet never be­
fore In her twenty-six years had tjje 
thought so oppressed her. She bad 
hailed with delight the chance of 
work here for a few weeks, as giving 
her the opportunity of seeing the 
place she had long desired to visit. 
But the weeks had grown very long. 
In spite of her pride and beauty of 
health and vigor, she was essentially 
a womanly woman, dependent upon 
her friends and surroundings for her 
happiness. Caring for hereelf had not 
robbed her of a certain femininity.

In general she was somewhat feared 
at the New York office, feared because 
of her ability to do—admired for her 
bright, successful ways. Yet even 
there she bad her true friends.

She sigber, wishing herself back in 
her accustomed room in the great 
apartment house where she lived. It 
was Thursday, her night at home. It 
would be Just time for her evening 
callers and she would be dressed in 
one of her few, dainty, evening gowns. 
Probably Mrs. Massey, dear, old Mrs. 
Massey, whose presence was neces­
sary to the well-being of the simple 
refreshments, would be there; and 
Oerald Burton, her old-time school­
mate, who still kept a brotherly eye 
on her; and a few clever men and 
women lilA herself, trying to earn a 
living by that uncertain weapon, the 
pen.

Then.she lighted the gas and laid 
the letter which bad been troubling 
her all day on her desk. She walked 
across to the window and leaned her 
head against the sash. The warm 
May night was heavy with the scent 
of hyacinths and magnolias growing 
In the square.

“Hateful things! No more south­
ern blooms for me!’’ she muttered. 
“One dusty New York park is worth 
all this luxuriance.’’

As she stood there, she thought it 
all over—her life. When still a mere

ent ou her exertions she bad come 
to New York to carve a career for her­
self. It had been hard work and slow, 
but now, after three years, she ad 
gained a certain foothold, and held a 
position with a prominent publishing 
bouse. She had been sent down here 
to w'rlte a series of articles on the 
great exhibition in progress. Her 
material was all collected, and she 
was ready to return to New York, 
filled w’ith pleasant memories of her 
southern visit. Now this to spoil it 
all!

Why must lie write now. Just when 
she was so happy over the idea of re­
turning to New York that she could i

Laid the letter on her desk.
child she bad taught in the western 
country schools. She bad worked her 
way, finally, into the public schools of 
a large city, only to find the drudgery 
a shade worse than in the rural dis­
tricts. How she had bated it all, but 
it had been the only possible thing. 
Then with the death of those depend-

8he felt happy.
not decide whether her Independent 
life was a happy one or not. It was 
from the editor, the great editor him* 
sell, and it was neither a check nor a 
reprimand, the two things to be ex­
pected from him. It was a love letter.

She thought of the big house, the 
servants and the carriages, she adored 
luxury, and had never had any of i t  
She thought also of the grav-haired, 
dignified man, not old, but very mid­
dle-aged and wise. Was it possible he 
cared fur her? No one had ever been 
in love with her before.

During the strenuous days of her 
early girlhood there had been no time 
for such things in her ambitious life. 
She had grown to consider herself un­
attractive, for she was a very modest 
woman in spite of her success.

Her school days had been at best 
haphazard ones. Her teaching had 
been a mizarable failure. Therefore, 
the fact th».t Mr. Lloyd wished her to 
be his wife seemed a great honor.

Joan laughed her soft, good-humored 
little laugh as she noticed that be had 
signed himself John G. Llovd & Co.

Restlessly she walked back to the 
window and leaned her head against 
the cool glass.

“After ail, it isn’t the house, or the 
servants or even the children, dear 
little souls, but do 1, can I honestly 
love him? I could if—"

She shivered a little as Robert Den­
ton’s face seemed to smile at her out 
of the darkness. Robert, with his tall, 
square-shouldered figure; his hearty, 
ringing voice and merry laugh, seem­
ed like a figure of incarnate youth be­
side Mr. Lloyd's terribly settled mid 
die age.

Yet Robert had never said anything 
to show her that he cared for her. He 
worked at the desk near hers and had 
many a time given her a helping hand 
in bard seasons. He spent one even­

ing every week with her. Occasionally 
he took her to a concert or an opera.

“Why did this come. Just when I 
r/as so happy! It makes me feel queer 
aud discontented," she sighed. “I 
don’t care for Mr. Lloyd. I don’t 
care for Robert Denton. And yet it 
would be so nice to have a home and 
1 am growing Just terribly old."

There was a little sob in her throat. 
She turned to study her face severely, 
critically in the glass.

"1 must decide. I must,” she said to 
herself. “There is no use In putting 
oft the evil hour."

She sat down at her desk and wrote 
n little note to Mr. Lloyd. Even when 
she began it she was not sure Just 
what its meaning would be. But the 
words shaped themselves into an ac­
ceptance of his offer, almost before 
she realized It.

“Now I must mail it or I shall be 
changing my mind every hour,’’ she 
said, feverishly.

She slipped down to the door and 
out to the nearest letter box. As she 
remounted the steps a man's dark 
figure beside the door startled her. 
Then came the start of recognition.

“Mr. Denton,” she exclaimed.
“Joan,” he said, and the word told 

her everything. "My book has been 
accepted, and they've given me an 
order for another. I couldn’t wait for 
your return. I—but come over to the 
square, where we can talk.”

Joan went mutely. They sat down 
ou one of the benches in the deserted 
park. She felt very happy, tumult­
ously so. Then all at once she drew 
b. ĉk from the shelter of the arm he 
hid placed around her.

“Oh, that letter, that dreadful let­
ter,” she cried.

“What letter? What do you mean?”
“Oh. Robert, why must It be so? 

Why didn’t you speak before?”
“Because 1 hadn’t a solitary thing 

to. offer you, dear. The moment I 
had, 1 came to you.”

“Oh. why had 1 so little faith?” 
mourned Juan.

And she told him the story of her 
m'serable Indecision and answer to 
Mr. Lloyd’s note.

“If 1 had only waited five minutes to 
mail that letter! Oh, dear, what have 
t done! What shall I do?”

"Never mind, dear heart,” Robert 
caid, caressingly.

“Oh, you must not,” said Joan. 
“Don’t you see I’m as good as engag­
ed to another man?”

You’re not engaged to him, yon 
are engaged to me, and you shall have 
that letter back by to-morrow night 

‘How can I?”
’Well, it's easy enough. I’ll take 

the night train back to New York. 
1 always sort the mail and—I'll com 
mit a criminal offense, for you, Joan, 
dear.”

He ended with a little laugh, and 
rose from the seat. As Joan, too, 
stood up. be drew her swiftly Into his 
arms and kissed her as heartily as if 
no Mr. Lloyd were In existence.

The morning train carried a polite 
but very decided negative to the im 
portant question. Nevertheless, Joan 
was ill at ease all day until at dinner 
time a special delivery letter lay at 
her plate. It was addressed in Rob­
ert’s scrawl and contained her own 
letter of the night before, and a little 
note from him. Only a few words, but 
they brought a happy flush to Joan’s 
cheek.

TH E WOMAN WHO ARGUES.

“The woman who 
should remember that:

would argue

Said a well-known Philadelp.iia club 
woman recently: “At times it seems
to me as though woman’s proverbial 
love of argument is only another In­
stance of the inevitable ‘longing for 
the unattainable.’

“Woman has learned many things, 
bnt she has not yet learned bow to 
argue properly.

“To receive courteously from others 
opinions which differ from their own 
Is a point which even the most advanc­
ed of our sex have not yet reached.

"Those who do not think exactly 
as she does may after all be fairly 
intelligent people.

“In order to refute an argument It 
is always well to first hear what it is 
—not interrupt when it has been but 
half stated.

“To assert a thing emphatically is 
not necessarily to prove it.

“To call an opponent an ass is mere­
ly to prove yourself one.

“A sneer proves nothing against 
any one—except the person who is 
guilty of using it.

“Sarcasm and wit may enliven an 
argument, but facts alone are convinc­
ing.

“Adjectives have not nearly the 
strength of nouns and numbers In an 
argument.

“What ono supposes or what seems 
to be has no place in an argument. 
And lastly, that:

“Though to have the last word is 
a woman’s prerogative, R is obviously 
Impossible when several women are 
arguing together for all of them to 
enjoy that privilege.”—New York Her­
ald.

W HY H it  MARRIAGE FAILED.

CHINFAYNE.

As Chickens Come Home.
Tou m ay take the world ns It comes and 

goes.
And you will be sure to find 

T h at F a te  will square the accou nts she 
owes.

W hoever com es out behind:
And all things bad th at a man has done, 

By w hatsoever Induced.
Keiurn a t  last to him, one by one.

As the chickens come home to roost.

Sow as you will, there’s a time to reap, 
F o r  the good and the bad as  well.

And conscience, whether we wake ot 
sleep.

Is either a heaven or hell.
And every wrong will find its place.

And every passion loosed 
D rifts bark and m eets you face to face— 

Like chickens th a t come home to roost.

W hether you’re over or under the sod 
Tile result will be the sam e.

You cannot escape the hand of God,
You m ust bear vour sin and sham e.

No m atter w hat s carved on a  m arble 
slab.

When the Item ’s are  all produced 
You'H find th a t St. P eter w as keeping 

" ta b .”
And th at chickens cam e home to rooat. 

—L ap orte  Ctty (Iow a) Presa.

Would Not B« at a Loss.
During a recent conversation be­

tween District Attorney Jerome and 
several members of the New York bar 
reference was had to the sharp prac­
tices of a certain notoriously shifty 
politician of the city.

“Certainly he is never at a loss," 
said Mr. Jerome. “Do you know, I 
really believe that if that man were 
cast on a barren rock in mid-ocean he 
would make money—if there were 
another man on the rock.”—New York 
Tribune.

A besetting sin is not a bad thing 
to bave If you keep It under control.

When you need help the wise way 
is to get someliody to “holler’’ for 
you.

Men who hold Jobs by cringing, gen­
erally seek to soothe their minds by 
shirking.

Education has a great deal to do 
with the difference between a man 
and a hog.

Judge a niau by his garments is 
like buying a mine that has not even 
been prospected.

The man who takes women seri­
ously is rapidly qualifying himself for 
an insane asylum.

Most of us know some time In our 
lives when the loss of a Job was our 
temporal salvation.

The one redeeming feature about 
every town Is that you can And a 
worse one if you try.

It is necessary to advertise, even 
if you are only good, and expect any 
material benefit from the fact.

There are men whose sole ambition 
is to be known as the owner of a fast 
horse, that really represents nothing 
but his proprleto:*’B purse.

Tbe successful man is the one who 
can instruct others bow to do his work 
and who can figure a profit on the 
product.—"Uncle Dick” in Milwaukee 
Sentinel.

He regarded children as a nuisance.

He (lid all his courting before mar­
riage.

He doled out money to bis wife as If 
to a beggar.

He never talked over his affairs 
with his wife.

He never had time to go anywhere 
with his wife.

He looked down uixm his wife as an 
inferior being.

He never took time to get acquaint­
ed with his family.

He never dreamed that a wife ueede 
praise or compliments.

He thought of his wife only for wbat 
she could bring to him.

He never dreamed that there wera 
two sides to a marriage.

He had one set of manners for boma 
and another for society.

He paid no attentio to his personal 
appearance after marriage.

He married an ideal, and was disap­
pointed to find it bad flaws.

He thought his wife should spend 
ail her time doing housework.

He treated his wife as he would not 
have dared to treat another woman.

He never dreamed that his wife 
needed a vacation, receratlon or 
change.

He never made concessiona to hi« 
wife’s Judgment, even in unimportant 
matters.

He thought the marriage tow  had 
made him his wife’s master instead 
of her partner.

He took all the little attentions lar- 
ished on him by his wife as his bjr

divine right,” and not as favors.
““ #

He always carried his business trou­
bles home with him. Instead of locklnc 
them in his store or office, when he 
closed.—By Orison Swett Harden, in 
Success.

DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW .

“Honesty,’ said the good man. “Is 
the best policy.”

“Honesty.” said the grocer, “Is too 
muen sugar for tbe price of »aad.”

“I maintain,” said the debutante 
"that honesty is a bore and the anti 
thesis of flattery.”

“Beg pardon, my friend,” put in the 
man of the world, “honesty Is tbe 
snort cut to poverty.”

“I beg to differ,” said the cynic. “In 
your case honesty would be the salva 
Uon of a possible suicide.”

PROVERBS UP-TO-DATE.

It takes a big man to eat crow graco- 
fully.

The more knowir r a man is the less 
be knows.

A woman's train < f thought is often 
on her dress.

Sometimes a comedian'« divorce Is 
Ms first serious part

Marriage is seldom a failure whea 
Cupid furnishes the capital.

Marrying for money is more a mat­
ter of dollars than of sense.

It Is not considered to a man’s credit 
to merit success if he doesn’t obtain 
it.

Many a woman employs a private 
detective when she looks in her mir­
ror.

Tbe heathen in his blindness uses a 
club; the civilized Christian a repeat­
ing rifle.

We shouldn’t mind woman having 
tbe last word If she’d only get to it 
sooner.—L. dc V. Matthewson In 
Everybody’s Magazine.

QUIPS AND QUIRKS.

The straw that broke the camel’s 
back Is often found In a mint Julep.

Many a chain galls simply because 
one hangs on It instead of standing 
erect

He is a mean Joker who will rail at 
the chestnut. Old friĉ nds should never 
be slighted.

When ono is after the stampe the 
only stamping ground worth while Is 
where the gho«t walks.

Most eccentric geniuses are called 
so because they are eocentrlc, not 
because they are genlusee.
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Tills Is the Uouso th:it Jack hiiili.

This is tlie wifo 
that lived In the 
house that Jack i 
built.

This is llio iiiald- 
en called "•trt'en- 
horn, that helped 
the cook of ample 
form, to cook the 
f(H)d, that fe<l the 
maid, that worriinl 
(he wife, that lived 
in the house that 
Jack huilt.

Rare Fun Hiding Presents.
For the xlrls and hoys who are in- 

eliiieii to scoff at the story of Santa 
t’laus and his kindly (»ftlces there 
is left a lot of fun in heliiK their own 
(’hriHtmas saint in a novel and very 
deliKhtful fashion.

If at Christmas time there happens 
to he Kathered under one r«s)f a romp- 
iiiK. happy family of younx folk, this 
novelty will find special favor. It is 
the aim of eacdi one to hide from the 
other the individual Rifts, hut as con­
fusion might arise if this plan were 
worl'.ed out Irrespective of a definite

This is the maid, 
tliat worried the 
wife, tliat lived in 
tlic house that 
Jack built.

Till', is the man, 
all tattered and 
torn, that carried 
coal for the young 
■greenhorn.” that 
ludiM'il the c(H)k of 
ainiilo form, th.at 
I'iHiked the f(S)d, 
that fed the maid, 
that worried tho 
wife, that ll\ed in 
the h«>iise that 
Jack huilt.

This is tlie cook 
of ample form, that 
cooked the food, 
that fed the maid, 
that worried the 
wife, that lived in 
the house that 
Jack huilt.

This is the man. 
all shaved and 
shorn, that tended 
the liirnace every 
morn, to bel|i the 
man all tattered 
and torn, that car­
ried coal for the 
young "greeuhorn,” 
that helped the 
ciKik of ample 
form, that cooked 
the food, that fed 
thi> maid, that wor- 
rle«l file wlf*'. that 
lived in the house 
thf.t .lark hnllf.

.And this Is Ju(‘k, 
all wan and worn, 
he works all day 
from early morn, 
and vaguely won­
ders if he was 
liorn, to help the 
man all shaved 
and shorn, that 
fixes the furnace 
every morn, to 
help tho man all

tattered und torn, 
that carries coal 
for the young 
‘■greenhorn,” that 
helps the cisik of 
ample form, that 
ecok.s the f«H>d, 
that feeds tho 
maid, that worries 
the wife, that lives 
in the house that 
Jack built.

— C lai Ice W. Uile.v iu Kew York Times.

scheme of amhush. two grown ups are 
pressed Into service, and to them the 
gifts are confliled, with the names of 
the prospective recipients attached 
thereto.

As the adulta are generally the 
most interested in Christmas fun are 
father and mother, they are naturally 
accorded the honor of treasure keep­
ers. They confer with the donors as 
to the best hiding places, being of 
course very careful not to tell to one 
what the other has confided. The 
youngsters in a Isidy plan to hide 
the parents’ gifts, and when the morn­
ing sun shines upon Christmas day 
there will be found a household of 
curious ones eager to indulge in 
this hnlidry form of hide and sebk.

In the family of a well known writer 
this Christmas custom Is carried out 
most gleefully. One of the boys who 
always boaBtod that he could find his 
gifts no matfer where they were hid­
den was quite uonplnsseil last Christ­
mas, and Anally gave It up. only to 
discover that In his sleep he had been 
raised on bis mattress, the bundles 
placed underneath it and he himself 
put bark as guardian wituout so much 
as a wink of knowU>dgo of what was 
going on. On another occasion the 
breakfast table was employed for a 
hiding place for all of the gifts, the 
young people in a body being kept in 
the dark a.s to tho secret. And It was 
ouly a discouraged and iielulant kick 
from the youngest that revealed a 
platfuaai built bem ath and parallel 
with tin* wirface, where all the things 
were carefully disposed. Ingenuity in 
devising hiding places adds greatly to 
the fun of the occasion, und as a 
change from trees and stockings will 
snrelv be welcomed.

THE CRAZE FOR TATTOOING.

English Women Carry the Fad to 
Great Extremes.

Alfred South of Cockspur street has 
during his career operated on upward 
of 1C,000 persons, im-luding about 000 
Knglish women, the designs in a great 
number of eases being of a most i»e- 
culiar description.

Perhaps the most striking of all are 
representations of two celebrated 
paintings, ‘■The Crucifixion" and 
"Ecee Home.” One woman has de­
picted on her skin a jilctnre rejme- 
senting a flight of birds.

Portraits of husbands and lovers 
are iiopular with women, and there 
are several instances lu which women 
have be<*n tattooed with their hus­
bands’ regimental crest. Monograms, 
initials and family (piarteriiigH alKuind.

I,anguage8, to<i, have (heir due 
share of attention. Many women Iiavu 
written on their arms words belonging 
to various tongues—Assyrian, (Thlnese, 
Arabic, Iteligions subjects are very 
popular.

There are some instances where 
ladies have hud the inscriptions on 
their wedding rings tattooed on their 
fingers beneath the ribg. Fltchings 
of bracelets in yellow encircle the 
arms of many. I.udies wno like to 
keep pace with tho times may be 
adorned witli illiiatrations of motor 
cars.—lioadon Mail.

THE SAILOR’S NOVEL IDEA.

He Wanted at Least Some Part of a 
Wedding,

Max .Adler, a.s Charles Heber Clark, 
tlie hnnioroiiH writiir, likes to be 
called, once told at a dinner of the 
Manufacturers’ club of Philadel]ihia a 
story apropos of the tariff.

.Mr. Clark has strong views on the 
tariff. In his speecli ho condemned 
the advocates of nieasnn's opjio.acd to 
his views as follows:

"Those jieople remind me of a .sailor 
who took his sweetheart to church 
and asked the minister to marry them.

"The minister would have married 
tlicin readily enough, only the man 
was half drunk, and even the woman, 
it was evident, had licen drinking. He- 
sides, tliay admitted they liad only 
known each oilier (wo days.

" ‘Oh. I can't marry you,* thi« min­
ister said. 'Fhen, io give an inoffen­
sive reastm for his refusal, he asked:

‘■'Have you got a guinea?’
” ‘No, Indeed,’ salil the salbir, ‘nor 

nothing like it.’
‘“ Then U> marry you is out of tho 

question, for you haven't enough 
money to pay me,’ said the other.

"The sailor btok out a quarter and 
squeezed It, with a wink, into the 
minister's hand

" 'Just marry i.s as far os that’ll go, 
{ boss,’ Le said.”

Coin on a Needle Point.
To spin a coin on a needle point: 

Insert a needle, head downward. In 
the cork of a bottle, and in aiiotiier 
cork cut a slit that will just allow a 
eolii Io be held In it. In this cork 
stick the prongs of two forks, oppo­
site to each other, and so that they 
will incline clowiiward. The forks 
must be alike ami of the same weight. 
Now, to spin the coin on the needle 
point, you have only to place the rim 
on the point, and a.s the forks estab­
lish an equilibrium the little system 
will work very nicely without danger 
of an uji.set or a fall.

A Drawing Game.
Here Is a funny new drawing game. 

Put down two circles, and then draw 
i  picture of a human being or an

animal by u«lng one of the circles 
for tho head and the other for the 
body. The ]iirturo will always be fun­
ny, no matter how well you draw it— 
In fact, the bettor .vou draw ^  the 
funnier It will be.

Crabs Up a Tree.
In some of the South Sea islutids 

there Is a land crai» which is very 
fond of cocoannts. To get p supply 
of the coveted dainty it has (earned 
io climb tree' .̂ Of this habit the na-

tlves take ev«-ry advantage when tliey 
want a crab for dinner. While tlie 
creature is alofl stealing a nut the 
native ties a rop«? of grass around the 
trunk of the tree as fur from tlie 
groiiiid as lie can reach. When tho 
crab Is on its downward journey, it 
conus to this mass band in duo 
course. Then, thinking it has touched 
solid enrtli, it lets go its grip and falls 
to the ground, thus liecunitiig an easy 
prey to »he wily native.

New Cards for Old.
In nearly every house there s a big 

Ik)X of old cards and calendars, some 
of them, perhaps, eight or nine years 
old. These will be a great deal of 
use to any hoy or girl w'ao has per­
mission to use tlu‘m.

F'ifht of all, buy a packet of visiting 
< ards or something bigger, gold edged, 
ceisting not over cents a dozen.

Then spread a sheet of paper on 
the table, and get your scissors, your 
liaints, a pe ncil and a pot e>f pa.'̂ te or 
gum. .Now sort om the cards, and 
when yeui e-ome across any e‘speclally 
pretty little hlnl or spray of flowers 
or a little figure cut them out very 
carefully and put them on one side.

Whe-n yon have quite a leit of these, 
fake* one eif your ranis, and, sorting 
the little ornaments out, arrange them 
on (he e ards as you think hest.

For instance, you r̂ iuld have a 
s|>ray eif flowers in the left hand top 
eeirner and a little landscajio eir bird 
or butterfly in the right hand bottom 
corner. When you have jiasted them 
on, leave the cards till next day to get 
perfectly dry. Then pencil anything 
that is wanted, such as a few leaves, 
a stalk or two, a little true lover’s 
knot, words of greeting, and so forth. 
Paint them over, and then your card 
is finished. Perfectly charming Christ­
mas and birthday cards ran be made 
in this way, and people much jirefer 
them to the luuight ones if they're 
nicely and neatly done.

Eaty Designing. 
a piec«‘ of stlff paiuT, i-ut ouf 

hImiiU live or six Inches Iti 
r. fuid it in half, tlien in quai 
|illy In elghths. (Fig. 1.)
Bttcd lliics show where to fold 
I, A H C beiiig tho shape ol 

when folded three tlnies. 
paìr uf bliarp soissors, and 

fig at I) (In Flg. 2) cut out any 
or atiy shape vhich oomci 

|ur head. Take caro not to gi.

> /

héor

over tho circumference line, and the 
result, when you oiH*n what Is left «il 
your circle, will b«' a design of far 
greater symmetry than actual meas 
urement could give you. Such work 
will amuse chilurcn of all ages for 
many rainy days, and Ingenuity can 
produce many complicated designs 
in squares and diamonds, as well as 
circles.

FIGHT W ITH  SPOOL CANNON.

Of course, many of our youthful 
readers have wished that they could 
Ik* soldiers when they grow up and 
almost all the lioys have taken part in 
snow battles and various other kinds 
of battles. Hoys find their mimic 
fights more fun than almost anything 
else, and it is just because they do 
that they will be interested in learn­
ing how a battle may be fought on { 
the dining table.

This is to be an artillery duel, so. 
of course, (he first thing to consider 
Is cannon. You must have at least 
two, one for your army and one for 
the enemy, although there Is no rea­
son why they should not have a whole 
battery, say six cannons each.

The cannon Is made frtira two 
s|MX)ls and a lead pencil. Get a large

rest easily on it. This is th  ̂ gun car 
riage your cannon must rest on to se 
cure you a steady aim. Ulue the lari; 
or s|MK)I to the blm-k uf wixMl.as shown 
In the diagram, and you are ready for 
the fray.

Your army takes no part in th* 
artllle,ry duel, hut has the duty most 
galling to any soldier—that of staml 
ing still under a heavy fire without re 
turning It! Then, too, they are not 
real soldiers, but volunteers, urdlnarx 
citizens of all classes, although then 
may l>e, by chance, one or two mlli 
tary men among them.

■You can easily get them, all sizes 
kinds and nationalities, by cutting 
them out of old magazines. Paste 
oacli one an a little ph*ce of cardboard 
and there you are!

Y'ou occupy one end of the diiilm-

Diagram Showing How Cannon It M ade.
eiiiiity siKiul on which has been wound 
that coarse black linen thread which 
the female members of yonr family 
use in sewing on shoe buttons. Then 
get a smaller spixil, say one holding 
No. 4b or 50 thread. Take an old lead 
pencil and cut it off so that it is just 
the length of the large sp<Hil. See If 
It is small cnougli in diameter to 
slip easily in and out of the and
If it is to large trim It down until it 
go(*s in and out very easily. Then fit 
half an inch of one end of the pencil 
into a smaller spisil so that it is just 
tight enough to slick. You had hot­
ter dip that end of tho pencil Into a 
little glno, then thrust It into the 
snialbT siMsd and let it dry for a cou­
ple of hours, so that it will Ik* hard 
and fast.

Now drive a couple of tacks in each 
side of one end of Iwith hikkiIs . Tho 
black dots iu the diagram will show 
yo’.i Just where they ought to I«-. .Vow 
your caiiiiou Is almost coiuiilete, the 
larger h|k)o1 being the barrel and Hie 
smaller spiKil the breech block. Now- 
put the two sptHils together with the 
pencil inside the larger sp(M)l. and tie 
a stout elastic liand to the tacks on 
each side of both spiMiIs, as shown by 
the black line in the diagram.

Take a block of wood a Mtllc short­
er than the larger spool, and with 
your iicnkiilfe cut a groove In the top. 
Just wide enough to let the large spo<il

table Hiid tho forces of th(- enemy ar< 
drawn up In Hue of battle at the other 
end. The brave soldiers are each 
prop|H*d up with a toothpick, so that 
it does not take a very strong hhiw to 
knock him down. Hy the side of each 
cannon arc (he heaps of cannon balls. 
These are made of bread crumbs roll 
ed in the fingers, putty or tin foil.

The enemy perhaiis open conflb't 
by firing five well aimed shots 
your forces. To your dismay you dls 
cover that he has knocked over four 
men. Well, you cannot be expected to 
remain silent under such a destructive 
fire as this, so you tire five shots In 
reply. This is how you do it. I>rop 
a luillet in the mouth of your cannon 
and then draw back the smaller spool 
till tuily a little of the lead pt'nell 
in the large cannon. Tilt it liack 
tnat the bullet will roll down the spool 
till It rests against the end of the 
pencil. Then aim yonr cannon care­
fully at the enemy and let go of the 
smaller sikm.1. The elastic will bring 
the smaller s|xiol forward with a snap, 
hurling the cannon ball forward to 
deal deMtruction among the enemy 
and to avenge your ow n falK n sol 
diers.

Kach side has five shots, taking 
turiiM, until one army has every 
knocked down. Of course, the 
oral who thus loses all bla ijaa 
completely dafaatBi.
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Santa Claus in Larrigans
ÎkS Â “Æ  By Holman F. Day

The Spirit of Christmas

Hy HVKON W II.Lia.M S

Chrictmas, the birth-time of Jesus.
Comes with its holly again— 

Would that the world’s acceptation 
Guaranteed peace to all men!

Christmas, the time to be merry! 
Christmas, when garlands are 

hung—
Why do we fall back to furrows 

After the bells have been rung?

i/7

Christmas, the day of unbending!
Christmas, when hunger is fed— 

Why must it ever go wanting, 
Wasting and crying for bread?

Christmas, bediademed season!
Christmas, then sorrow and fear! 

Surely the Christ-child who blessed us 
Meant it to last all the year!

lhat is the spirit that drives us 
Back to our hearthstones that glow, 

.eaving the heart-sick to perish 
Out In the cold and the snow?

Let the glad paens of plenty 
Ring and reverberate long! 

Catch up humanity’s chorus,
Gladsome and great be the song!

\
Sing it forever and ever.

Throughout the aeons of Time! 
Cirol it ever and always.

Symphony blest and sublime!

Twine with the mistletoe branches 
Love for the fallen and sad! 

Uplift with sanctified kindness 
Those who are lowly and bad!

Diimpliy liiKl iltirkcil tlir iloUKli-boys 1 Uimiilij Iwnl 1>iii ki<l a t l« anx. 
l'’or most of a Wii k li ’ woubln't nprak, hut hi.’ clioiipvd llki' four iiiacliluoe. 
Il'o liadii'l a  word for no one, not even 

for me and Mike.
,Vnd when* ver we ¡»poke or tricil to Joko, 

he pro wild like a iMwaxy tyke.
W hen Hill, the I*. I., IhMIed, or Charley  

Caimek would JIk .
Pnm phy would craw l to the dark o' the 

Wall and roR there like a pl»{.
Ihiytliiii- he ehopi>e<i like fu jy—nlfthttline 

he huKRed hl.x laink,
—rhyaoR  an loiur as a hoar<lln' house arm ,

.and chaw in' some hitter hunk.
•\nd the deaooii-seaf ciow d It wondered, 

for we sartiid y llki'd the lad.
I5ut he wouldn't h-t out what it .nil was 

nhout, thoiiRh we raw  he w.is havin'
It had.

.■ioine allowed he was hoincsiek, while 
rdhei'H Siild 'tw as wuss.

F o r Tote-lenni Ja k e  ha<l heard a t the 
lake th at 'tw as s.u't <if a fam ily fuss.

If 'tw as fam ily f»»H.-i we were sorry—we 
wondered how it heRan,

■\nd this a.x heenuse youiiK l>um|»hy was 
our only fam ily m an.

Now fam ily men, I don't i-arc who. be­
long a t homo with tludr hroods,

—No h earts will ach e nor Rrlevc for sake  
lonenoii.e old chaps o' theof II.•» 

wo'̂ rds.
h e a l t h  to ye. family

Some others hung sleeves and leggins 
—the boss hung a rubber boot— 

iTwas Christmas eve, and we made 
believe. Jest the lark of a Christ­
mas toot!

Live every day on the dial 
Just as God wishes we might! 

Making our Christmas eternal. 
Paving our way to the light!

C e l e b r a t i o n s  t h e  W o r l d  O v e r
Christmas in the South.

Fireworks arc beiiiK shipped Into all 
r-arts of the South for the Chrl.stmas 
and New Year holiday celebrations, 
says the New York Tribune. Large 
consignments liave been going out 
every day during the past three or 
four weeks, and these shipments will 
continue until after Christmas. It 
was estimated by two prominent local 
dealers last week tliat not less than 
$1,000,000 worth of Roman candles, 
rockets, pinwheels, crackers, torpe­
does and colored Are powder will be 
set off south of the Mason and Dixon’s 
line during the last week of the dying 
year. In the South the Christmas 
celebration takes the place of the In­
dependence day celebration, there be­
ing little demonstration there on the 
Fourth of July, This has been true 
for many years, both of the cities and 
country districts, but since the Span- 
ish-Amerlcan war the people of the 
South have entered more heartily into 
the noisy oliservance of the Fourth. 
(Colored folks will spend their last 
dollar for firecrackers and rockets.

Merry Christmas.

Christ’s Birthplace.
According to an article by I*aul 

Cams i« The Open Court, Chicago, the 
apocryphal gosjiels tell a somewhat 
different story of Christ's birth from 
the canonical hooks. According to the 
former, Christ was born in a cave and 
thence trasferred to a stable, where 
the ox and ass worshiped him, while, 
according to tho canonical gospels, 
the Nativity tak».*s place in a stable. 
The apocryphal legends proved so 
strong that in spite of the canonical 
version of the story, a cave near Beth­
lehem came to be finally regarded as 
the place of the Nativity, and a 
church was erected on the spot to 
commemorate the event and still 
.stands as a lasting monument of this 
batliC.

In the rush of early morning.
W hen the red hum s throtiftli the gray , 

.VncI the w intry world lies waiting 
F o r the glory of tho day,

Then we h ear a  fitful rustling  
Ju s t  without upon the stair.

See two sm all white phantom s coming, 
t'u tch  the gleam  of sunny hair.

A rc they C hristm as fairies stealing  
R ow s of little socks to fill?

-\re they angels floating hither 
W ith their m essage of good-will?

W h at sweet spell are  these elves weaving. 
As like larks they chirp and sing?

Arw these palm s of p>fnce from heaven  
T h at these lovely spirits bring?

Rosy feet upon the threshold,
K ager faces peeping through,

W ith the first red ray  of sunshine, 
«'h.antlng cherubs com e In view;

M istletoe and gh'umirig holly,
Sym lsds of a blessed ilay.

In their chubby hands they carry , 
Htreatnliig all along the way.

Well we know them , never weary  
Of this Innocent surprise;

W aiting w atching, listening .always 
W ith full h earts  and tender eyes.

W hile our little household angels,
W hite and golden In the sun.

G reet us with tlie sweet old welcome— 
"M erry  C hristm as, every on e!”

—Louise Ak-oU.

Some Chrlitmas Notes.
In Silesia there la a superstition 

that a boy born on Christmas day 
must be brought up a lawyer or he 
will become u thief.

Christmas rilncc pies in the seven­
teenth and eighteenth centuries were 

i made witli crust so shaped as to rep- 
I resent tho manger.

In the fourth century tho celebration 
cf Christmas was fixecl by tho I.Atln 
church for December 25th. Before 
that time It had been a movable festi­
val like Easter.

In France it is a common practice to 
celebrate Christmas l>y giving an ex­
tra ration to domestic animals, on tho 
theory that all creatures should unite 
in rejoicing at this season.

In Sweden there is a superstition 
that the men of the extreme northern 

I regions become wolves during Christ­
mas week.

Holly the “Holy” Tree.
In the middle of the Forest of Dean, 

England, there stands a building call­
ed tho SiK'tkh Honse, around which 
grows a number of old holly trees. 
They were looked upon by the folk 
of tho locality with so much venerh- 
tion that, BO recently as 1830, boughs 
were cut from them and used to take 
the place of the Testament in swear­
ing in witnesses in the adjoining 
court. It is said that the ancient Brit­
ons held the tree as sacred, and plant­
ed It round their villages in Cornwall. 
When holly came to be coupled with 
Christmas other notions prevailed. In 
Rutlandshire it was thought unlucky 
to bring it into tho house before 
Christmas. In the Western shires tho 
branches were taken home from the 
churches which they had adorned and 
kept for luck during the following 
year. School boys used to make bird­
lime by chewing the bark. Because 
the leaves of Its lower branches are 
more spiny than those of tho upper, 
the tree escapes damage from cattle, 
whfeh cause harm to most trees. Deer, 
how3ver, attack It.—Little Folks.

H ere's Ro.iil 
man,

W hervviT ye've built your nest;
Y e've mori- ihiin your sh are of tlio 

good thing.'), hut th<-re!
W c reckon It's all for the best.

T h ere 's  an arm  for your neck and n kiss for your eheek 
W hen there's trouble ahea<l or your courag<- Is weak,
•\nii eoinfort anti courage and grit you will need.
W ith a  wife anil some younkers to house anil to feed.
Gisl hle.s.-) you with patience and peace and with gooils.
Is the very h* st wish of us men o' tho woods.
—Us lonesome ohl hnehs of peavli-s ami patches, 
lillis, Jim m ies anil Ja ck s , o' the Ax.

The cook he had hung a sht>e-pac, the cokee hung one. too.
,\iui L a rilg a n  Jo e  a sock with a toe—the only whole aock in the crew.

Some other-, hung sleeves and le f iln  s 
the boss hung u rubber-boot.

—'Tw aa C hristm as eve and we made be­
lieve! Je s t  the lark of a  C hristm as  
loot!

We hadn't thought of pre.»ent»—why, the 
m ost of us never had hung 

.\ stix'kin' up a t  the ehlmney-side even 
when we were young.

It w.as only a  hit of foolin', and a  p art of 
our cv 'nln ' plan

W as a Santy Claus, nnd L'utnphy was our 
only fam ily m an.

W e dug him out of hks blankets and  
hauled him  out to the light,

- H i s  eyes were red with tears he had 
shed, but now he wanted to fight. 

And scream in g a  string of curses, he 
stru ck  as  ho raved .and swore. 

l-'Ioorcsl Jo e  I.acrosse and the swumpln's 
iHjss. and announced he was ready  
for more.

B ut no one was 'specially anxious nnd we 
hacked aw ay , because  

Oi>cd will to men was not Jest then in the 
eye of our Santy Claus.

The bos.s was n-thlnkln' to sw at him.
but allowed lie had b etter not.

F o r  'tw as trouble bad th at Dumphy had, 
w h atever it w as he'd got.

So back In his bunk he butted—unsoclabla 
kind of a  g o at—

W hile our pryln' cook was takin' a  look 
a t a  le tter th a t dropped from his 
coat.

And screaming a string of curses, he 
struck as he raved and swore. 

Floored Joe Lacrosse and the swamp- 
ins* boss, and announced he was 
ready for more. T h ere's som etim es 

fam ily m an.
a grief for ye.

Celebration at Lima, Feru.
Probably tho most gorgeous Christ­

mas spectacle in tho world takes 
in Lima, Peru, where a wonderful pro­
cession several mnes long winds 
through the streets, bearing figures 
of hundreds of saints and tne sacred 
pictures of the cathedral. Many thoii- 

.sands of soldiers In their bright uni­
forms, Indian women, decked with 
ribbons and flowers, and asses heavily 
laden with choice fruits and harness­
ed with strings of golden bells all ap­
pear In line, and on stands parsed 
by the parade are representations of 
scenes from the Nativity. At night 
tho whole city makes merry with gul- 
tara, castanets and weird natlv* 
dances, and the celebration ends 'glth 
great public feasis where rich and 
poor exchange greetings.

And I f *  wii krd y’d l>elter bollev^.
W hen ye find th a t there'« trouble piled heavy nnd double, ,

On the poor little home th at ye leave,
'T h e re  a re  sh ark s who .arc hungry when money Is due.

And a  man I.« aw ay In the woods with a  crew ;
Shiverin' babies nnd heart-broken wife
D on't hinder the Shyl >cks who're out with a  knife.
And the tear-sjioited letter th at c»x>k choki-d and read  
W as w rit from  a ponrhousc—and "baby was dead."
One a fte r the other, we forty-live m en.
Kissed where the klsi-es were m arked hy her pen.
Kissed on the smooches of little ones' sm acks.
—Wo lonesome old baches of peavles and pntches.
Bills, Jim m ies and Ju> ks o' Ihv A x.

Boss he fair, suunre blubb >red—cook he hlubhi-red, too.
T here w asn 't a  face In all the plaça hut glistened with tears  like d e» . 
And Jo e  throw ed galley-cxt'ard  the duds the crew  had hung,
F o r  wo knowed th at joke to Dumphy spoke of em pty stockhi s hang; 
—W c all of us saw a plctur' of youngsters 

wonderin' why
Old Santy C laus, like other frlend.s, had 

passed th at poorhouro by.
W e looked to Dumphy's corner, whore ho 

curled with burled luud.
B u t his grief and tears s;opped eyes and 

ca rs  to all wo did or .-lald.
“ D ang ra t  the m an th a t's  secret,'' 

growled tho bo.ss, "b a t others can  
Bo Jest ns clus' ns th at secret cuss, our 

only fam ily m an."
Then boss ho fetched a pen-stock nnd 

thaw ed the yaller li k.
And he scra tch lty -scra tch ed  a  wrltln' and 

he wunk a w ctllsh wink;
He whispered, “ T here's an order fur th ir­

ty  days o' my pay;
If the rest of ye's men j a'll take th at pen 

nnd do a  stunt my w ay.”
Wo fought to get th a t pen-stock, and 

them  as couldn't w rite 
They had tho boss a t l - s t  their cross to  

m ake their wrltln' tight.
When all had made their papers, he 

stacked a reg 'la r dome.
Says he, " I t 's  done! T.ess rum and fun, 

but, boys, there lays a  HOMK!''
Then he clinched his list nnd m uttered  

as he turned to I.ong-geared Mike,
“ Ye’re Santy Glaus for us, because ye’ve 

got the legs to hike.
T ake snowshoi-s to the ca rry , catch  tote- 

team  to N orth Twin,
Then huff it again to strike tho train  and 

cash them  orders in.
Then stlvver it to th a t poorhouse where 

she has said they be—
Ye’re s ta rtin ’ NOW, and we don’t allow for sleep nor itop-offs—re c ! 
I t ’s a  blame dark  night, but ye're startin ' NOW, nnd If for any cau *a  
i'hem  babies cry  lerr.iorrer night. Qawd help ye. 8ant,v Ciaua.”

V

'’J-'

“ It’s a blame dark night, but ye’ra 
startin’ NOW, and if for any causa 

Them babies cry termorrer nightt 
Qawd help ye, Santy Clauel**

* -x
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' S i r i u s ,  t h e  S t a r  o f  B e t h l e h e m
I Theory of Profs. Forbes and Servis Refuted Kepler’s Hypothesis U n ten ab le—S ta r  in the E ast 

M u s t  H a v e  B e e n  a  M a g i a n  S t a r —W e r e  t h e  M a g i ,  o r  W i s e  M e n ,  K e l t i c  D r u i d s ?

Hy R« v. F . 1'. Duffy, M D.. S .'cretury of Ihe A m crlcon C hurch iJlble Inatttutc.

The Star of Hethlelioni is a theme 
of wondrous i>ower. It has fascinated 
sages of the East and philosophers of 
the West. U has been discusji -̂d these 
nineteen hundred years by men of 
varying minds with a freshness that 
never fails. It excites a glow of fer­
vid love In the breast of the saint. It 
kindles the dying embers of hopti in 
the soul of the sinner. It is the ray 
of Heaven’s own light to the afflicted. 
It beckons the prodigal back to the 
Father’s home. It gives strength to 
the living. It brings peace to the dy­
ing.

But though a mystery of awe to 
angels, it is a Symbol of Love Divine 
to men. As such it cannot fail to pro­
foundly interest every intelligent in­
quirer after truth. That we may the 
better understand the subject and 
more thoroughly appreciate the ways 
of God with man, I propose to treat 
the subject under the following heads:

1. The star was a real, true, Itona 
fide star—not a mere temporary mir­
aculous creation for the specific pur­
pose.

It Is allowed by all authorities 
that the Magi, or Wise Men, were 
learned. They would, therefore, make 
use of words and terms with discrim­
ination. But not only were they 
teamed, they were astronomers. 
Hence, when they used an astronom­
ical term, they would use the appropri­
ate word or phrase descriptive of the 
object referred to. They use the word 
’’aster,” which means an ordinary and 
permanent star, not an extraordinary 
and temporary one.

Now, In the Bible star is used only 
in a twofold signiftcation—literally or 
figuratively. In Its figurative sense It

held that the .Magi were resident or 
located in the east at the time the 
star appeared to them. Yet according 
to the plain terms of the statement, 
they must have been located in the 
west. Anatole means fl) the rising 
of the heavenly bodies from the horiz­
on; (2) the dawn or dayspring; (3) 
the east or'Orient. Whichever mean­
ing you adopt the beholder must have 
been west of the star. The star must 
have itointed to or been at Jerusalem 
when first observed by the Wise Men. 
Therefore the Wise Men must have 
been west of Jerusalem.

(5. It was a fixed star—not erratic 
in its movements. The term ’‘star” 
was used by the Wise Men. But they 
were skilled astronomers and knew 
the difference between a star, a plan­
et, a coniet or a meteor, for all of 
which there were distinct names. 
Hence planet comet, meteor are ruled 
out hy the word aster (star). And 
hence we conclude that the Star in 
the East was a fixed star.

7. It WAS a star in the sign Pisces 
of the zodiac—the Sign of Judea. This 
is an important factor. Among the 
ancients there was a part of the heav­
ens called the zo<liac. It was a belt 
encircling the heavens on each side of 
the (K:Iiptic. or apparent path of the 
sun among the stars, within which the 
larger planets always remain. It ex­
tended to eight degrees on either side 
of the ecliptic. It was divided into 
twelve iMirts called the Signs of the 
Zodiac. The different countries of 
the earth were divided among the 
twelve signs. Judea belonged to the 
sign plsces, the twelfth. The .Magi, 
like all other astrologers or astron­
omers, iMilleved In that division.

junction of Mars and Jupiter on the 
night of Dec. 25 in the year of Home 
7-17. Next year Saturn Joined Mars 
and Jupiter, and according to Dean Al­
ford, the eminent commentator, the 
light of the throe planets blended and 
appeared to the beholder as one light. 
What a beautiful illustration of Trin­
ity in Unity—the lights of three plan­
ets blended into one light! Ideler con­
firmed Kepler’s calculation as to the 
conjunction of the planets. Wleseler, 
who followed, makes the conjunction 
in A. U. C. 750, the year of the Na­
tivity now agreed upon by the learned. 
It is remarkable too that the conjunc­
tion of the planets took place in the 
sign Pisces, the Sign of Judea. This 
theory Is also free from the objections 
above referred to.

But beautiful as is the theory. Bibli­
cal conditions compel us to reject it. 
Christ’s birth look place, according to 
St. Paul, In “the fulness of time." 
This fulness of time is an astronomi­
cal expression meaning the comple­
tion of a cycle, or the revolution of a 
sphere in its orbit. That cycle, or 
revolution, occupied thousands of 
years in its completion. As we have 
seen, the Star of Bethlehem had a 
perioilic time, which must necessarily 
have corresponded with "the fullness 
of time.” But the periodic times of 
Mars. Jupiter, Saturn are all known 
and are of short duration. Even if 
we apply the periodic time to the con­
junctions of the planets the objection 
still holds good. The times of the 
conjunctions are known and are com­
paratively short. So that attractive 
as Is the theory of Kepler, we must 
dimlsH it, and look elsewhere.

There is one star which fulfils all

the Gaelic priests or Druids that the 
star of Bethlehem appeared, let ua go 
back to primitive times, when .V\ag 
Ism was incorporated with Zoraster- 
ism.

Besides Ahura-Mazda there were 
the Amesha-Bpentas, or “the Immor­
tal Holy Ones.” There was a third 
class lower than the Ainesha-Spentas. 
Among this class were Mithra and 
Tistrya. Mithra was the spirit ol 
light, or the sun. Tistrya was the 
spirit of the brightest star in the 
firmament, or Sirius. Ultimately 
Mithra became associated with .\hura- 
Mazda and placed almost on an equal­
ity with him. So we may exclude 
Mithra from our calculations. Tis­
trya, next to the Divinity, became the 
object of the Magl’s reverence. Sirius 
was his star, and thus became to the 
Magi "the star.”

Balaam, the Rab-Mag, Chief Magian, 
or Arch Druid of his time, was a 
prophet like larbonel of the Gaels. In 
his prophecy, which still lives, he ut­
tered, under the inspiration of Jeho­
vah, “The star shall come out of Ja ­
cob.” Sirius was “the star” to all the 
Magians. The stars symbolized kings 
or rulers. He whom Sirius symbol­
ized, therefore, would be greatest of 
all kings.

If we could connect Sirius in any 
way with Jacob at the time of the 
Nativity there could be no question 
as to the star of Bethlehem. And we 
can do It. The twelfth sign of the 
Zodiac was Pisces. And Pisces was 
the Sign of Palestine, or Jacob, or 
land of Judea. That part of the heav­
ens known as Pisces presented a most 
remarkable spectacle at the time of 
the Nativity. There the splendor

means a king or other civil ruler, an 
ecclesiastical teacher, and perhaps an 
angel. It is not used in its metaphor­
ical sense here. Therefore it meanv a 
real star.

2. Ft was a star in mot ion—it 
changed its position in the heavens. 
Motion is characteristic of all the 
heavenly bodios; and the words of 
the sacred narrative are, “The star 
went liefore them till it came.” When 
first they saw' the star it occupied a 
particular spot in the sky. Now. how­
ever, it has a different position, not 
relatively because of the change in the 
field of ohservation, hut absolutely by 
changi  ̂ of location in the heavens. No 
doubt the motion was a movement in 
its orbit. This will appear more plain­
ly from our next propoHitiun.

3. It was a star that bad an a.sters-
tlce—It stood at a particular point in 
the sky above them. The statement is 
very distinct: "it came and stood
over where the young child was.”

4. It was a star that moved in an 
orbit—It had a perhMiic time. This 
is a most remarkable statement. tVe 
are told that Herod privately learned 
of the Magi "what time the star ap­
peared.” The margin of the Revised 
Version gives us a lietter. Iieeause a 
more correct translation of the 
phrase; it is, "The time of the star 
that appeared.” But the literal ren­
dering is “the time of the appearing 
star.”

5. It was a star that had a relative 
imsition in the sky—It was in the 
east. Assuming that the correct ren­
dering of “ar.alole” is “in the east,” 
then It has reference to that particu­
lar |>art of the hf-aveiis to the east of 
the observer. The observers, there­
fore, must hare been west of Jerusa­
lem. This is a point to he borne in 
mind, as we shall have to refer to It 
more particularly later" on. The con- 
elustuQ hero arrived at la contrary to 
the genaralty received opinion. As 
far as T am aware it Is uDiversally

So far we have trace<l stime of the 
necessary conditions of the star. Let 
UR now try and dlsc«>ver the star that 
fulfils these conditions. In doing so 
we shall briefly discuss the different 
theories put forth and held hy differ­
ent people, some of them men of 
great eminence in Iheir own particu­
lar sphere. We shall also show the 
untenableness of the different hyi>oth- 
csis.

I— The star was not an angel. No 
less a father «if the church than The- 
ophylact hehl this view. He believed 
it was an angelic apparition. No doubt 
angels were sent on messages from 
Heaven to men, and the Angel Gabnel 
was iiaed in the Annunciation. But 
the angelic vision would disappear 
with the accomplishment of the ob­
ject. Not Ko the star; It remained.

II— The star was not a metwir. 
This view has been largely held. It is 
asserttMl that some kind of meteoric 
phenomenon would best meet the ne­
cessities of the case. But any meteor 
drawn to the earth would either be 
consume«! by the atmospheric friction 
or else would fall to the gniund and 
liecomc extingulsiied. Its appearance 
would be almost momentary.

III— The star was not a comet. One 
«if the greatest fathers of the church, 
Oregen. hehl this view. But not all 
the weight «if Or«igen’s great scholar­
ship could obtain credence for such a 
belief. Just recently this theory of a 
comet has lio«*n l«•vivo«l, unconscious­
ly, b«iwcv«‘r, that Oregen was the 
father «if It. I’nif. David Forbes in 
England and I'rof. Berv'lss in America 
iHitli riatme«! to have Ideutifle«! the 
Btar «if B«>thlehem with Halley’s e«iin- 
et. At the tim«* I refuted the tlieory iu 
an article that apiieared in the Chlea- 
g«i Evening Post, April 11, ItMJS.

IV The Kiar was luit a r«inJuncti«<o 
of planets. This is the moat feasible 
as w’ell as fascinating theory. It is 
that of the great astronomer, Kepler. 
Ite -alculated that there was a con­

the conditions, (a) It wa.s in an espe­
cial sense the Magi’s star, (b) It has 
a perhidic time (c) Its revolution Is 
of indefinite length, (d) it was in the 
sign Pisces at the birth of our Lord, 
(e> I liolieva we can find a iieculiar- 
Ity by which It could be celled ’‘His 
Star.” That star was Sirius, the 
brightest in the firmament of heaven.

Before we can arrive at our final 
conclusion it is necessary to learn 
something about the Wise Men, or 
Magi. Who were the Magi? Where 
did they come from?

The etymology of the word Magi Is 
lnv«ilve«l in much doubt. It is gener­
ally supposed to be primarily a Per­
sian word, but the Persian is only a 
form of the original. Our word Magus, 
of which Magi is the plural, is but the 
Lathi rendering of the Greek Magos, 
the Persian of which Is probably Maz. 
Maz is c«>gnate to Maj In Major, Mag 
In Magnus and Meg in Megan (Raw* 
linson). “It is an intensitive and 
means much or all.” In Ahura-Maz-da, 
Persian name for God, it means the 
all wise or all powerful.

The Irish word Druid means wisdom 
or Magian. It is w«irthy of record 
that the Irish Scriptures render “there 
came wise men from the east” by 
"there came Druids from ihe east.” 
The Irish words are: "Draloeh o naird 
shoir go Hlerusalcm,” which shows 
the Irish belief that the Druids were 
Magians.

It is a matter of hiut«iry that part of 
the Gaels or Irish In the westward 
movement «if the race returned by 
the valley of the Danube and settled 
in Asia Minor. They preflxe«! their 
own name to Asia, and ealleil their 
ab«jde Gael-Asia, «>r Galatia, as it came 
to bo s|>elled.

Whether the Druids or Magi to 
whom Ihe Star of Bethlehem appeared 
were residents of Ireland, Scythia, or 
Galatia is immaterial, for they were 
all the same Gaelic race. Having, as 
I hope, made It clear thvt It was to

of the heavens appeared to culminate; 
The sun seemed to shine with a 
deeper effulgence. Meteors, precur­
sors of some mighty event, flashed 
athwart the sky. Comets shot from 
oat the darkness of space and illumi­
nated the sign with their fiery flow. 
Mars and Jupiter and Saturn halted 
In their orbits to focus their lights 
into one mighty blaze in Pisces. And 
wondrous sight! The star—the Ma- 
gians’ Star—his star—Sirius!—enters 
Pisces, and is now in Jacob!

This wondrous event occurred in B. 
C. 6. The heliacal rising of Sirius 
took place on the same day in four 
successive years, the fifth, fourth, 
third and second B. C. There Is some­
thing most remarkable about this 
heliacal rising. It is on the same day. 
But sameness is unity. It thus sym­
bolizes the Unity of the Deity. Then, 
assuming that B. C. 4 is the correct 
year of the Nativity, which scholars 
assert, there was one year before the 
birth and three after it. In the sym­
bolism of numbers one is Unity and 
three Trinity. But the one year be­
fore birth signified the past revela­
tion of God, or unity of the Deity. The 
three years after the birth symbol- 
lse<1 the new revelation, the Trinity of 
Perssns. Lastly unity and trinity 
(one year +  three years) equal the 
complete an«l perfect number four, tha 
years that Sirius may be said to have 
remained In Pisces. This symbolism 
occurs with the rising of Sirius, which 
signified the rising of the IJght of the 
World. It was as if, whilst heaven’s 
arches rang with the angels’ loud ac­
claim. Sirius flashed through space, 
••Arise! Shine! For thy light Is 
come!”

Ravenswood, Chicago, Feast of the 
Nativity, 1903.

. . .  Copyright, IMS. by F . p. Duffy.
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••WAS D O N E JU S T  R IG H T !”
Sh« <Ad not Bor«Mtm or m ake a scene.

B u t blushed a t learning Cupid's lore; 
And m ug In W illie's supple arm a.

She pursed h rr  p retty  flps for m ore!

T hey 're  m arried now and bless the day 
W hen C larice learned w hat joyous bliss 

Depends, along the hum an way.
Upon the stealing of a kiss!

i  ^ ^
Lucky Man.

The optimist is a man that doen not 
believe:

There is sand in sugar.
That ixilicemon arc in league v *th 

burglars.
That the milkman waters the millk 
That his grocer gives short weight 
That the world needs fixing.
That hard times are just ahead. 
That there are no times like the 

old times.
That every man ia dishonest until 

proven honest.
That virtue is a lost quality.
That life is not worth living.
Are ycu an optimist?

V  V  V
Christmas Eve.

In m y lasy ch air by Iho g ra ta 's  soft glow, 
In a  dream  of homo do my muslnga flow! 
In a  Jeweled ca r , w afting softly by. 
W ith a  rh yth m ic swing, to enchanted  

sk y!
'T ls th e g rea t "fro n t room ” on g  C hrist­

m as eve.
W ith  the loved ones d ear In the fan cy 's  

w eave!
T here's the "hom e-m ade'' tree all ablss«  

with light:
T here Is Joy sincere—"S top ! I love th at 

s ig h t!"
B ut the c a r  swings on In Its (Itful way, 
An«l the scene 1s lost In the flrellght's 

play!
And my eyes a re  closed; for the ca r  ha.s 

swept
To the Realm  of D ream s where our hopes 

are  kept!
• *  • •

B u t a  vision com es. In a flood of gold!— 
W ith a s ta r t  I gaze In the g ra te !—Behold! 
H ere a re  em bers, too, and I see—I—see! 
In the glowing coals, not the C hristm as  

tree—
B u t. ah  0«>»1! how sw eet! In the bright 

flreplace.
T h at which thrills my soul is mjr moth­

er's face !

V  V  ^

A W E E K 'S  S U P P L Y  O F B A IT. 
Never neglect having bait laid by 

for a rainy day.
V  V  V

A Maiden’a Prayer.
Under the m istletoe  

S at a m aid:
H er to m -cat there  

W ith her |iarrot plny«?d!
H er stocking neat 

She had hung—‘iw as luti—
And her p rayer. It w as:

"A  m an! A m an !"
All on a Christina.« evening!

Un«ler the m istletoe ,
Bat a  m aid!

H er eyes were M ark  
As the ace of spade;
H er lips were rl|>e 

And her form  was plump.
And her pulsing veins 

W ent "thumpT thum p! thum pr*
All on a C hristm as evenlngl

ltn«1er the m istletoe  
Hat this m aid—

H er breast It heave«l 
„ ' ' ’•»♦re the plaits were laid—
She longed to lovs 

And be loved In turn.
And her passion Aeree 

Did burnì Old burnt 
All on a C hristm as svsn in gt

Under the mlatletoa.
This sw eet maid  

She bared her h eart 
F o r a  m an to rmW;

Ite r  lipa ehe puraed
In a aeucT dare—

And he <1l«l! The man 
woe there! Woe UmUierelAll on a ChrlsUnaa evmdagt

- >
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One of the Kreate^ achievement» oi 
marine science has reiWyed practical 
demonstration in the ne^futhm s of 
the Hanihurg-Amcrlcan I D e u t s c h ­
land. The Invention which i 
dovelopinont of modern enji 
was the worlv of n Mr. Hll 
Ayrshire gentleman, says th« 
pool (Eng.) Mercury. The 
the simplest in the world 
is divided Into twenty-foui| 
compartments, each of whi* 
with a water-tight iron d(? 
danger arises these d(K>rs, 
course, are left open in on 
cumstances, can’ be closed 
seconds of the first sound of t' 
bell—either collectively from 
tain's bridge or by means of a 
atus in the steer-room, or indi 
by hand levers placed by thr 
themselves. Once these door 
been shut the compartments at 
paralively watertight and seen 
by any mischance the precaut 
closing the doors by one or ot 
the processes named is neglect 
doors are closed automatical 
the Innish of'water. The hand 
are placed on both sides of the 
and their movement can l>e ai 
at any stage during the downw 
upward progress.

MEANNK88 OF A GREAT TIRM.

Refuse to Pay Express Charges on 
Cheap Article.

"Of all the mean things I ever 
heard of this is the worst,” said Mrs. 
Blank the other morning at breakfast. 
•Vfr. Blank wa.s deeply interested in 
the morning imper, but he looked up 
long enough to say, “What's the mat­
ter?” “Everything." answered his 
wife. “I went to Bargain company's 
the other day and got one of those 
lovely little new-fangled flat Iron ar­
rangements, and *honght It was just 
the thing for Cousin Emma, for you 
know In the country she does not 
hear of all the latest invention» in 
the housekeeping line. It cost 25 
cents and I paid for it and ordered it 
sent to her—she only lives seventy- 
five miles away. Now they write me 
that as the article only cost a quarter

R O Y A L  S C A N D A L  T H A T
: HAS S T I R R E D  A L L  E U R O P E

TH E CHAFING OISH SERVICE.

The Tailor—“I wonder which are 
Mr. Thistlebeak's and which are Mr. 
FItznoodle’el I'M tend the long ones 
to Mr. Thistlebeak."

and the express charge is 30 cents, 
they decline to forwaid it prepaid, un­
less I wish to make more purchases 
for the same address. I only trade 
at Bargain company’s occasionally, I 
know, but I think they are mean. 
They would only be out 5 cents and 
here I’ve got to spend 10 cents for 
car fare to go down town and get 
that parcel, and then express it my­
self. or else buy some mure presents 
for Cousin Emma, who would have 
had that handy little thing by this 
time if they had sent it right away.” 
Mr. Blank chuckled, and when Mrs. 
B. wranted to know what was so 
funny, he answered: “The political
situation,” and started for the tbwr.— 
Brooklyn Eagle.

King Who Hated Medicine.
Abdur Rahman, the late Ameer of 

Afghanistan, was a great king, an 
absolute ruler whose nod meant life 
or death to his subjects. In a hun* 
drod battles he had proved himself a 
great warrior, but there was one thing 
he feared—a dose of medicine.

One day, when he was very iil, he 
refused to take a nasty draught which 
his English doctor prescribed.

Fortunately he had a strong minded 
wife, who wrote to him:

“Are you a king or a boy? I 
thought you a king, but I hear th$t 
yon are a boy. If you are a king, do 
what your doctor orders, as you ex­
pect your people to do what you 
order."

Abdur Rahman meekly took the 
medicine and wrote back that ire was 
a king and no boy.

On another occasion he left his 
palace and to '.«  a hundred miles awsy 
Into the mountains to avoid being 

I f  àia doctor and bis queen.

How Delectable Viands Are Prepared 
for the Table.

There was a dispute in a restaurant 
the other evening as to whether chaf­
ing dish orders were actually r«Kjked 
In those vessels or not. The young 
woman held to the affirmative, while 
her escort declared that the lobster a 
la Newbiirg or other dish was ready 
prepared and was simply ladled into 
the serving dish. The waiter finally 
was called in to decide the dispute, 
and gave a verdict against l>uth sides.

"When I get an order,” he explained, 
“I tell the chef. Me gives the order to 
one of his assistants. The assistant 
gets an order of plcke<l lobster from 
the 'cold meat man’ and .some white 
down to him. This he whips with an 
egg, pours both into the hot dish and 
sauce from the receptacle in the steam 
table. These he heals up together, 
and when I think It Is ready I get 
s«)mo sherry from the bar anti take it 
turns it over to the man who sees 
that the chafing dishes are ready. 
Tnese are kept filled with hot water, 
and as soon as the Newburg is poured 
In the lamp is lighted and it ir  sent 
np to the table.

"Service In a chafing dish does not 
especially signify that the dish has 
been specially prepared. All special 
dishes are cooked after the order has 
reached the kitchen. The chafing 
dish is merely to keep hot such fomis

THE CRAZE FOR ANCESTORS.

Mr. Thistlebeak— Mr. FItznoodle—
“Well, n i be------ " “Whose blankety

blank panta are 
these?"

as lose their savor when cold.”—New 
York Press,

New York Newspaper Says K Is 
Strong in the West.

“I have found,” said an authority 
on American geneology, “that the 
craze for tracing ancestors is much 
stronger in the newer than the older 
portions of the country.

“I have more patron.s by far in 
Texas than in Mansachusetts, and the 
sum total of the money I make out of 
Denver people far exceeds the returns 
1 get from that modern renter of an­
cestor worship—Philadelphia.

"In a recent mall 1 had some fifty 
letters from various parts of the coun­
try, Ten were from Texas, four from 
.Missouri, seven had Illinois addresses, 
Idaho furnished three, California 
eight, Kansas six. Ohio five, and the 
rest came from New York, New 
Hampshire and South Carolina. Ami 
this despite the fact that I am an 
Easterners and have made extra at­
tempts to get Eastern business.

".\11 this would seem to be proof 
positive that the Westerner, all these 
years that he has been shying stones 
at his brother In the East for his sup- 
IMised pride of his gramidaddies, has 
been keeping up a secret worship at 
the same shrine. But, on the other 
hand, it may bo that every Ea-vlerner 
now has his ancestry all traced out, 
and, therefore, is no longer fish for 
the genealogist's net.”—New York 
Press.

Did Not Enjoy Play.
It is a true story, but the names 

have to be changed for domestic rea­
sons. I.ast Friday afternoon Mr. Stiv­
ers telephoned from his office in Wall 
street to his wife in her home in 
Harlem:

"1 will be detained at the office nn- 
til late,” he said, "and will not be 
home until alwut midnight.”

"-AH right,” she answered. “Not a 
word of reproof or complaint. When 
Mr. Jones, who occupies the adjoining 
flat, and whose wife was from home.

Latter That Really Waa Mailed.
Uut of the br-oad window of a fifth- 

story flat a young man and a young 
woman thrust half their bodies Just as 
another young man in a silk bat and a 
newraarket coat came out of the en­
trance hall and starttnl to walk across 
the street. He was carrying a white 
envelope in his right hand.

“Hold it up!” shrieked the girl from 
the window’s hlgbt.

“Right before your eyes!" howled 
the man l>eslde her, a note of glee in 
his voice.

Without turning his head the man 
on the street held the envelope up 
before hie eyes with a firm grip and 
a do-or-dic expression on his face. 
When he reached the letter box on 
the corner he dropped the envelope 
Into it, and, turning toward the house; 
made a low bow, with his hat in his 
hand.

“He’s done It!” shrieked the girl.
“Hurrah for Jimmy!” yelled the 

man.
It was their way of soeiog that a let- 

t«r given to a man to mail really 
waa mailed.—New York Press.

Both—“ I I !  I— 1--------M l”

came In, she met him in the hall, ac- 
eidentally, and told him what a lonely 
evening she was to have.

“No. you will not,” he answered gal­
lantly. ”I invite you to go to the thea­
ter to s€>e ‘The Cavalier.’ ”

They got seats in a lower left hand 
i>ox, and Just before the curtain went 
up they were surprised to see Mr. 
Stivers enter the lower right band box 
accompanied by Miss Brown, who was 
his blonde typewriter-np to the next 
morning.

There were four persons In the audi­
ence who did not enjoy the play*— 
New York Herald.

Prime Otto of WlnJIseli-draetz, his 
v'outhftil Slid Immensely we lUhy wife, 
the Princess Eli/.abeth Marie, whom 

e married only a year ago, and a 
pretty actress of the opera at Prague 

re the c'cntral figuies in an extraor 
Mnary s»-andal tliat is at this moment 
rending half a dozen Eurojiean courts.

The Princess—who is the grand- 
laughter on her father’s side of the 
Emperor of Austria, nnd on her moth­
er’s side of the King of the Belgians, 
only 20 years old, u royal personage 
who renounred her rights to the 
tliione of Austria in order to marry as 
her heart dictated—has had a narrow 
eseape from the stigma of s murdcr- 
esH, for she did nothing less than 
shoot and seriously wound the actress 
with whom the Prince was having a 
rendezvous.

The remarkable affair Uxik place in 
the palace of the estate of the Prince’s 
family at Prague. It came as a shock 
tr. the highest circles of Bohemia, 
where it was supimsed that the home 
life of the young folks was ideal.

It appears that Prince Otto had 
been secretly paying assiduous atten­
tion to the actress, a slender, beauti­
ful girl at whose feet were half the 
gilded youth of Prague.

The Princess was blissfully Igno­
rant of the intrigue until on a cer­
tain night she was informed, presum- 
atily through some disappointed suitor 
of the actress, that the Prince was

Frenzied wiih rage and humiliation. 
I tie I’rIncesH stood bc-fore the guilty 
pair, revolver in hand.

Tlic l*iluce paled as he realized 
tliut u tragedy was conteinplatml. He 
sprang toward his angered Princess, 
Imt as lie illd so the Prit cess cried 
“Denst!” und shot U\e actress in ihe 
lireast.

The woman uttered a shriek and 
f«‘Il inanimate to the flixir.

The Prince seized his wife, who 
would have made her revenge com­
plete with another shot had not her 
intention thwarted.

The Princess, now overcome, broke 
down and was led weeping from the 
apart ment.

Medical aid was summoned and it 
was found that the actress had a seri­
ous Imt not necessarily mortal wound.

She was quickly removed to her 
own apartment in the city.

Strenuous efforts were made to 
keep the affair secret, but the facts 
came out through the actresses’ 
crazed .servants and were soon com­
mon property in the city.

The Princess’ act is generally com­
mended by the more strait-laced 
members of high society, and there 
will, of course, be no legal action 
against her for her punishment of the 
stage l>eairty.

Prince Otto is 30 years old. Before 
his marriage to the Archduchess 
Elizalieth Marie ot Austria be was a

Uien entertaining in his apartment in 
the palace the lovely rival.

The Princess is, or was, at least, 
deeply in love with the Prince, and. 
it is said, that the news of his un­
faithfulness provoked a storm of pas­
sion that was terrible to witness.

Grasping a gold-mounted revolver 
of small caliber, presented to her by 
her recreant husband for protection 
at an hour of possible peril, the 
Princess crept along the corridors un­
til she reached the door of the ante­
chamber of the Prince’s apartments.

A valet stood at the door. He had 
been told to guard it with his life.

The haughty young Princess com­
manded him to step aside.

He refused, with many apologies.
The Princess advanced to pass.
The valet put up his arm across the 

door.
This act Infuriated still further the 

I*rlnces8.
She drew from the folds of her 

gown the revolver, and, declaring that 
if he did not let her pass she would 
kill him, she levele<l the weaijon at 
the trembling valet.

Faithful to his master, the valet 
stood, but almost read^ to drop from 
fright.

Then the Princess, slender, tall and 
picturesque, fired at the man.

Uttering a yell of fear, the valet 
dashed down the <orrldor, whereupon 
the Princess proceeded to the Prince's 
apartment, to which the noise of the 
thrilling scene in the corridor had not 
penetrateil.

Gen. Jones’ Real Philanthropy.
Oen. Edward F. Jones, formerly 

lieutenant governor of New York 
state, has made an offer to the school 
board of Binghamton to pay for the 
examination of the eyes of pupils in 
all tlie public si hools of the city, to 
furnisli glasses wliere they are found 
to be necessary or to furnish treat­
ment for th<- eyes of poor children 
that may be found necessary. Sev­
eral years ago Gen. Jones began to 
lose nis sight, and in spite of the ef- 
fi>rta of the most eminent oculists 
he baa l)ecome totally hU''d

OTTO o r -  ■

simple lieutenant In the First regi­
ment of Uhlans. He and the Arch­
duchess met at a grand bal) and fell 
in love. The Austrian Emperor, whose 
favorite granddaughter she was, op­
pose«! tlie inatrli, but his determined 
granddaughter told him she would 
either marry the man she loved or 
retire to a convent.

Tlie Eini>eror gave way, and the 
marriage w as celebrated in a magnifi­
cent way, after the Archduchess had 
renounced her right of succession to 
the dual throne of Austria and Hun­
gary. In consideration of her renun­
ciation, necessary because the lieuten­
ant, though of an ancient family, was 
lK>or and without royal title, the Em­
peror gave to the bride securities 
valnetl at 11,600,000, a yearly alluw- 
awte of 1350,000, jewels worth fl.OOO,- 
000, a gold dlnnei- service, and several 
residences.

The Princess is the daugliter of the 
unfortunate Crown Prince Rudolph, 
whose tragic death stirred the whole 
world.

Eats Lonely Christmas Dinner.
Alanson Penny, captain of the life­

saving crew at Shinneoock, Txmg 
Island, has been In the coast guard 
service for s«‘venteen years, but never 
during all that time has he been able 
to spend Christmas with his wife and 
children His station is about three 
miles from Ihe mainland, across Shin- 
tiecock bay, and on his days off at 
Christmas for seventeen years th# 
intervening water has always been im- 
passable because of broken ice or 
too heavy for anything but a ll 
Ixiat Uian is available.
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One of the un ate^l achlevenu nts 
marine aclencc hua r^elved prdotieal 
demonstratUin In the ni^^ fitting« of 
the Hamburg-Anurlean linW Deutsch­
land. The Invention which i l^ k a  this 
development of modern *'nM^>eriuK 
was the work «>f a Mr. l̂ ibp|§n, an 
Ayrshire gentleman, saya th»Kl!-iver- 
pool (Eng.) .Mercury. The is
the simplest in the world, vessel
is divided into twenty-fou^KulKhead 
compartments, each of whi^Bia fitted 
with a water-tight iron d<Sr When 
danger arises these doors, ^&jch, of 
course, are left open in or<^Hry cir­
cumstances, can* be closed ^ k in  20 
seconds of the first sound of l^Halarni 
bell—either collectively fio m ^ L  cap­
tain’s bridge or by means of u^^ipar- 
atus in the steer-room, or indl^^ally 
by hand levers placed by thi^^nirs 
themselves. Once these door:^Mave 
been shut the compartments ar^Hnni- 
paratively watertight and becn^B if 
by any mischance the precaut^l of 
closing the doors by one or ot^B of 
the processes named is ueglect>Hthe 
doors are closed autoraatlealfl by 
the inrush of'water. The band H*ers 
are placed on both sides of theflbors 
and their movement can l>e aiftsted 
at any stage during the downw#d or 
upward progress.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 4

Automatic Bilge Float-Valve. B. The Vertical Sliding Water-Tight Bulk­
head Door Operated by Direct Drive from Hydraulic Cylinder, aa Fitted 
to the “Kaiser Wilhelm II.”

—Illustrated I.,ondon News.

MEANNESS OF A GREAT TIRM.

Refuatf to Pay Express Charges on 
Cheap Article.

“Of all the mean things I ever 
heard of this is the worst,” said Mrs. 
Blank the other morning at breakfast. 
Mr. Blank wa.i deeply interested In 
the morning i«per, but he looked up 
long enough to say, “What’s the mat­
ter?” “Everything.” answered his 
wife. “I went to Bargain company’s 
the other day and got one of those 
lovely little new fangled flat iron ar­
rangements, and «bought It was just 
the thing for Cousin Emma, for you 
know In the country she does not 
hear of all the latest inventions- in 
•he housekeeping line. It cost 25 
cents and I paid for it and ordered it 
sent to her—she only lives soventy- 
iive miles away. Now they write mo 
that as the article only coat a quarter

TH E CHAFING DISH SERVICE.

The Tailor—“1 wonder which are 
Mr. Thistlebeak'a and which are Mr. 
Fitznoodle’el I'll eend the long ones 
to Mr. Thistlebeak.”

and the express charge is 30 rents, 
they decline to forwaid it prepaid, un­
less I wish to make more purchases 
for the same address. I only trade 
.at Bargain company’s occasionally, I 
know, but I think they are mean. 
They would only be out 5 cents and 
here I’ve got to spend 10 cents for 
car fare to go down town and get 
that parcel, and then express it my­
self, or else buy some more presents 
for Cousin Emma, who would have 
had that haudy little thing by this 
time It they had sent it right away.” 
Mr. Blank chuckled, and when Mrs. 
B. wanted to know what was so 
tunny, be answered: “The political
situation,” and started for the d<x>r.— 
Brooklyn Eagle.

King Who Hated Medicine.
Abdur Rahman, the late Ameer of 

Afghanistan, was a great king, an 
absolute ruler whose nod meant life 
or death to his subjects. In a hun­
dred battles he had proved himself a 
great warrior, but there was one thing 
he feared—a dose of medicine.

One day, when he was very ill, he 
refused to take a nasty draught which 
his English doctor prescribed.

Fortunately he had a strong minded 
wife, who wrote to him:

“Are you a king or a boy? I 
thought you a king, but I hear that 
you are a boy. If you arc a king, do 
what your doctor orders, as you ex­
pect your people to do what you 
order.”

Abdur Rahman meekly took the 
medlelne and wrote back that Im was 
a king and no boy.

On another occasion he left his 
palace and ro'le a hundred miles away 
lato the mountains to avoid being 

I f  Ma doctor and his queea.

How Delectable Viands Are Prepared 
for the Table.

There was a dispute in a restaurant 
the other evening as to whether chaf­
ing dish orders WiTe actually cooked 
in those vessels or not. The young 
woman held to the affirmative, while 
her escort declared that the lobster a 
la Newburg or other dish was ready 
prepared and was simply ladled into 
the serv’ing dish. The waiter Anally 
was called in to decide the dispute, 
and gave a verdict against both sides.

"When 1 get an order,” he explained, 
“I tell the chef, lie gives the order to 
one of his assistants. The assistant 
gets an order of plcke<l lobster from 
the ‘cold meat man’ and some white 
down to him. This he whips with au 
egg. pours both into the hot dish and 
sauce from the receptacle in the steam 
table. These he heats up together, 
and wheu I think It Is ready I get 
some sherry from the bar and take it 
turns it over to the man who sees 
that the cbaflng dishes are ready. 
Tnese are kept Ailed with hot water, 
and as soon as the Newburg is poured 
In the lamp is lighted and it ir  sent 
up to the table.

“Service In a chuAng dish does not 
especially signify that the dish has 
been specially prepared. All special 
dishes are cooked after the ord r has 
reached the kitchen. The chaAng 
dish is merely to keep hot such foods

THE CRAZE FOR ANCESTORS.

Mr. Thiatlebeak— Mr. FItznoodle—
‘Well, IMI be------ " “Whose blankety

blank pants are 
these r*

as lose their savor when ctild.”—New 
York Press.

Letter That Really Was Mailed.
Out of the broad window of a Aftb- 

story Aat a young man and a young 
woman thrust half their bodies Just as 
another young man in a silk hat and a 
newmarket coat came out of the en­
trance hall and started to walk across 
the street. He was carrying a white 
envelope in his right baud.

"Hold it up!” shrieked the girl from 
the window’s higbt.

“Right before your eyes!” howled 
the man liesldc her, a note of glee in 
his voice.

Without turning his head the man 
on the street held the envelope up 
before his eyes with a Arm grip and 
a do-or-dic expression on his face. 
When ho reached the letter Ixix on 
the corner he dropped the envelope 
into It, and, turuing toward the house; 
made a low bow, with his bat in bis 
hand.

“He’s done i t !” shrieked the girl.
“Hurrah for .llmmy!” yelled the 

man.
It was their way of seeing that a let­

ter given to a man to mail really 
was mailed.—New York Press,

New York Newspaper Says H Is 
Strong in the West.

“I have found,” said an authority 
on American geneology, “that the 
craze for tracing ancestors Is much 
stronger in the newer than the older 
portions of the country.

"I have more patrnn.s by far in 
Texa.-< than In Mansachusetts, and the 
sum total of the money I make out of 
Denver people far exceeds the returns 
I get from that modern center of an­
cestor worship—Philadelphia.

“In a recent mail 1 had some Afty 
letters from various parts of the coun­
try. Ten were from Texas, four from 
.Missouri, seven had Illinois addresses, 
Idaho furnished three, California 
eight. Kansas six, Ohio Ave, and the 
rest came from New York, New 
Hampshire and South Carolina. And 
this despite the fact that I am an 
Easterners and have made extra at­
tempts to got Eastern business.

"-\11 this would seem to be proof 
positive that the Westerner, all those 
years that he has been shying stones 
at his brother In the East for his sup- 
{x>seU pride of als granddad dies, has 
been ke«’plng up a secret worship at 
the same shrine. But, on the other 
hand, it may bo that every Ea.- ierner 
now has his ancestry all traced out, 
and, therefore, is no longer Ash for 
the genealogist’s net.”—New York 
Press.

R O Y A L  S C A N D A L  T H A T

Did Not Enjoy Play.
It is a true story, but the names 

have to be changed for domestic rea­
sons. hast Friday afternoon Mr. Stiv­
ers telephoned from his office In Wall 
street to his wife in her home In 
Harlem:

“1 will be detained at the office un­
til late,” he said, “and will not be 
home until about midnight.”

“All right,” she answered. “Not a 
word of reproof or complaint. When 
Mr. Jones, who occupies the adjoining 
Aat, and whose wife was from home,

Both—“M l!—1-------Ml"

came in, she met him in the hall, ac­
cidentally, and told him w'..at a lonely 
evening she was to have.

“No, you will not,” he answered gal­
lantly. “I invite you to go to the thea­
ter to see ’The Cavalier.’ ”

They got seats In a lower left hand 
box, and Just before the curtain went 
up they were surprised to see Mr. 
Stivers enter the lower right hand box 
accompanied by .Miss Brown, who was 
his blonde typewriter—up to the next 
morning.

There were four persons in the audi­
ence who did not enjoy the play^— 
New York Herald.

t H A S S T I R R E D  A L L  E U R O P E

Prime Otto of Wlndlsch-Oraetz. his 
youthful and linniensely we illhy wife, 
the PrineesH Klizubeth Murle, whom 

e married only a year ago. and a 
pretty actress of the oi>era at Prague 

le the central Agiiies in an extraor- 
llnary s(‘undal that Is at this moment 
'ending half a dozen Euro|>ean courts.

The Princess—who is the grand- 
laughter on her father’s aide of the 
Emperor of Austria, niul on her moth­
er’s side of the King of the Belgians, 
ouly 20 ye.irs old, u royal personage 
who reuonnred her rights to the 
tliione of Austria in order to marry as 
her heart dictated—has had a narrow 
escape from the stigma of a murder­
ess, fur she did nothing less than 
shoot and seriously wound the actress 
with whom the Prlnre was having a 
rendezvous.

The remarkable affair took place in 
the palace of the estate of the Prince’s 
family at Prague. It came as a shock 
to the highest rlreles of Bohemia, 
where It was supimsed that the home 
life of the young folks was ideal.

It appears that Prince Otto had 
been secretly paying assiduous atten­
tion to the actress, a slender, beauti­
ful girl at whose feet were half the 
gilded youth of Prague.

The Princess was blissfully Igno­
rant of the intrigue until on a cer­
tain night she was informed, presum­
ably through some disappointed suitor 
of the actress, that the Princ« was

Kreiizimi with rage and humiliation, 
I tie PrlnecHH stood bufori* the guilty 
pair, revolver In hand.

The Prime paled as be realized 
that a tragedy was contemplated. He 
sprang toward his angered Primes«, 
but as be did so the Prit cess cried 
"Beast.!” and shot t.îe actress In the 
breast.

The woman uttered a shriek and 
fell inanimate to the Acxir.

The Prince seized his wife, who 
would hav«‘ made her revenge com­
plete with another shot had not her 
intention been thwarted.

The Princess, now overcome, broke 
down and was led weeping from the 
apartment.

Médirai aid was summoned and it 
was found that the actress bad a seri­
ous hut not necessarily mortal wound.

She was quickly removed to her 
own apartment in the city.

Strenuous efforts were made to 
keep the affair secret, but the facts 
came out through the actresaes’ 
crazed servants and were soon com­
mon property in the city.

The Princess’ act is generally com­
mended by the more strait-laced 
members of high society, and there 
will, of course, be no legal action 
against her for her punishment of the 
stage beairty.

Prince Otto Is 30 years old. Before 
his marriage to the Archduchess 
Elizalieth Marie of Austria be was a

then entertaining in his apartment in 
the palace the lovely rival.

The Princess is, or was, at least, 
deeply In love with the Prince, and. 
it 1« said, that Ihe news of his un­
faithfulness provoked a storm of pas­
sion that was terrible to witness.

Grasping a gold-mounted revolver 
of small caliber, pri'sented to her by 
her recreant husband for protection 
at an hour of pnisslble peril, the 
Princess crept along the corridors un­
til she reached the door of the ante­
chamber of the Prince’s apartments.

A valet stood at the door. He bad 
been told to guard It with his life.

The haughty young Princess com 
manded him to step aside.

He refused, with many apologies.
The Princess advanced to pass.
The valet put up his arm across the 

door.
This act Infuriated still further the 

l*rinces8.
She drew from the folds of her 

gown the revolver, and, declaring that 
if he did not let her pass she would 
kill him, she levele«! the weaixm at 
the trembling valet.

Faithful to his master, the valet 
stood, but almost read^ to drop from 
fright.

Then the Princess, slender, tall and 
picturesque, Ared at the roan.

Uttering a yell of fear, the valet 
dashed down the corridor, whereupon 
the Princess proceeded to the Prince’s 
apartment, to which the noise of the 
thrilling scene In the corridor had not 
penetrateil.

Gen. Jones’ Real Philanthropy.
Gen. Edward F. Jones, formerly 

lieutenant governor of New York 
state, has made an offer to the school 
board of Binghamton to pay for the 
examination of the eyes of pupils In 
all the public schools of the city, to 
furnish glasses where they are found 
to bo necessary or to furnish treat­
ment for the eyes of poor children 
that may be found ueceasary. Sev­
eral years ago Gen. Joues began to 
lose his sight, and in spite of the ef- 
fiirta of the must eminent oculists 
he has become totally bll"d ^

o f -  •

simple lieutenant In the First regi­
ment of Uhlans. He and the Arch­
duchess met at a grand ball and fell 
In love. The Austrian Emperor, whose 
favorite granddaughter she was, op- 
jx)se<l tlie match, but his determined 
granddaughter told him she would 
either marry the man she loved or 
retire to a convent.

The Emperor gave way, and the 
marriage was celcl>rated in a magniff- 
cent way, after the Archduchess had 
renounced her right of succession to 
the dual throne of Austria and Hun­
gary. In consideration of her renun­
ciation, necessary liecause the lieuten­
ant, though of an ancient family, was 
IKH>r and without royal title, the Em­
peror gave to the bride securities 
value<l St 11,600,000, a yearly allow- 
uute of 1250.000, Jewels worth $1,000,- 
000, a gold dinner service, and several 
residences.

The Princess is the daughter of the 
unfortunate Crown Prince Rudolph, 
whose tragic death stirred the whola 
world.

Eats Lonely Christmas Dinner.
Alanson Penny, captain of the life­

saving crew at Shinnecock, Lon# 
Island, ha.s been In the coast guard 
service for seventeen years, hut never 
during all that time has he been able 
to spend Christmas with his wife and 
children His station Is about three 
tulles from the mainland, across Sbl» 
necock bay, and on his days off at 
Christmas for seventeen years the 
intervening water haa always been lia« 
passable liecause of broken ice or 
too heavy for anything but a  Ii 
tioat Uian is available.

r I
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Beyond the
N E W  ID EA  IN S u I i M A R IN E  B O A T

He Was InterestecL
W ife— Y on sf>fiu lo H'n<l sonu'lliiiic; 

»i*ry intiM'ostiiiK in th at iiapi-r. W lial 
art* 3S)U r«‘a<UiiK?

liiuhand—Th«‘ Woman’s pape 
“Wt'II. 1 am rIuiI ,vou have at last 

awakeiieil t«» the vast ImiMirfamo of 
Moman'a placo in civ ili/.atioii"

“Yea, Indeed. I've struck s*)me 
mifthly fine ciHikiiiK recipes."—New 
>tjrk Weekly.

A D ip lom atic A ct.
■ Ixn'l lliul llic W om an’s homo o ve r 

iherc'.’ ’ asl .Ml il;e strauficr witliln oni

"I t \\a.' forn ierly  so chIWmI," replied  
tlje  i.a liv .-, "lull now il Is known us 
th e  Old I.a llies’ H om e.’ '

"Wli.v did lliej- c h a n x e  th e  n am e?' 
he u sKimI.

■'It w as pelliiiK  II«' c ro w d e d .” wait 
th e  renly.

At thè Woman's Club.
.Mudum l'iesidenl." aaid that olii 

cer’s envions eiieniy, "1 ihink wi 
oiiKhl lo imi a pm under lite coiumlt 
tee. ”

".My dcar .Miss .Ioiich." replied tlK 
presldeiit, smiliiiK Iter sweetest, "tlic 
elinir apiHiin'ls yon lo lite vacaney od 
Mie eoiiiiiiitlce."

THE REASON,

Crafty Druggist.
■ Why did \oii put that drop of 

candy niid so many almanacs in the 
huliy's liand?" asked the close friend.

••Oh. Ihafs a llitle trick of mine,” 
whispered the druKKlsl. “When I do 
that the mother never notices that I 
charne l»er 2n ci'iits extia on the pre 
Hcriptlon.”

Prompt. 
ciTtainly is a man of ac•’tieorKi 

Mon.”
•What lia.s he done?"

“Why, the very next day after tht 
litdreas accepted him he pave up hit 
Joli at the hank and joined toe I'kui't 
Worry clul>”

I’ve

He —(¡t*oiKe is out id work apuin.
She—I thouplit he had a steady jol>.
Me—Oil, the jidi was stcad.v luiouph. hut Meiupc wasn'i

Baiting a Gossip.
Miss Kidder— They’s onl> been 

married six months, hut whenever 
licr hnsliand poes away on a Imsiness 
trip she's dcliphted and prepare;« to 
have a pisul time.

Miss Meanley—“Aha! Do .von know 
I suspected sometliinp llki‘ that? I 
always said----- ’’

Mi.ss Kidder—"Yes. You s**c, he 
takes her with him."

I Very Long Time.
Tommy l*a my teacher says n 

cumcl can po iil'ti en da.vs without wa­
ter.

Mis Pa- M'in - so can I—I mean 
i that’s a very lonp time, my son. a 
f very lonp time.—Stray Stories.

What Smith Is Waiting for.
Junes met his friend .Smith on the 

street and .««aid:
“Say, Smith, 1 Just heard a most 

interestlnp case of a jioor Ihiv who 
dleil wealthy."

“Cut It out," said Smith. "What 
I’d like to hear about Is a |Hs»r Imy 
that lives wealthy and tells you how 
hi! dot's It."

Modern Pugilism.
Ileliem — Wh.v did till’ iiepotiations 

tail throuph?
l.oosem—The (Ipliters could not 

aprec on a name for the new piinclies 
invented.

At a Disadvantage.
“Time and Mdt* wait for no man," 

limited the first dcar girl.
“Yes." siphed dear plrl the second, 

“and that's wlmre they pi»t the linlpe 
on us.”

Fitting Him Out.
.Mrs. Bond—"Meoipc, dear

hoiiplit you a new mackintosh.”
.Mr. |{on«l I surprised I—"What for, 

pray?”
Mrs. Moiid —"I hear there is so 

much water in Mie stock market these 
days."

Sudden Industry.
"If I’d offer you a dollar a day for 

ilolnp chon-s, what would you do?"
"I d pit Industrious ripht away,’ an 

swered .Mcandcrinp Mike.
"You’d lake the situation?
•’No. fd run.’

“ I enn hear the ilrums ns the arm y  
conieH

Krmii iM'Vuml th«‘ m ils." ln' salti.
Amt tie Icaiieii ami .sniUcil like u hurpy 

ohiltl
As he shtiiik Ills snowy h.-utl.

And he clutr-Iifd tils earn« while Hu: far 
refrain

Cam e 111 iniirniurtt to his ears.
Hut tlwy whlK|sT.'ti low: " I l f  has

drennieil It se
Ami It Is no drum ho hear!«."

*T can h ear the flf.' as It leaps with life, 
And the liniins roll iiiailly. too ."

M’as the olii m an's nIkIi, u s  with kliidliiiK 
eye

He would hiiiii llu> warionKs Ihr.niith. 
" I t  Is .Itiiimy Hheii that Is how he'tl 

play
M'hon the road was liar I amt I.iiiki 

A nd It's lllll.v's tlniin lli:il i.s e;ilillliK. 
‘Conio!'

-Vs It k f o | is  time wllh ( l u  s o i i k . "

.Anil Ills tliiKers slim li.-iit a (ottoo grim 
On til.' stout III 111 of the ehulr.

AVhile his lips i;rew sti-rii amt his eyi.H 
woiihl Itiirn

W ith  the lire that onee was there.
"O. the hiiKlf lull, ,iii<l ihii itnmis and 

Hit"'
Ilti wouhl say. "T h eir musle tills 

All the iilKlit ami d ay ; 1 cun hoar them  
play

In the ninreti iH-yuml tho h ills"

"1 enti bear Ilio t l r u m s .  ami tho arniy  
cornea ,

From  beyoml thè lillls,” he sal.l,
WIth hls ryos hkIow he suluted slow

And he tom-heil hls Hiiowy head.
Thcn hls «yes weiv closed as If he hiu 

dorod.
And hls day of duys iiad duwned, 

F o r thè lew driiiii heut had ullureil hls 
fi et

Tu thè h llls -an d  fa r  beyund.
— \V. D. N. In Chleapo Trllome

Looking Forward.

A« Indicated.
Mifkiiis—"Sklnucr’u conversion to 

rclipiun must lie the real thinp.” 
MIfkIns—“Why do you think so?’ 
Hlfkias —"Me has quit selling niiu- 

Inp sliM-k thid en pap ed  In the preen-j 
aisnls liu.sincss." |

all

All Right in the Day Time. 
Clark —Is Jynks honest?
Dcarhorn  ̂ You can trust him 

day long.
Clark—Can. hey?
IX’artMirn—Yes. he works nlpht.s.— 

Chicago News.

I alm ost hate
Idv sister K ate 's  

Blue eyes nml I'lirliiiK tresses.

Very Dainty.
Viola—“Fred sent me some of the 

daintiest articles for my coxy cor- 
ii(*r.”

Ida—"What were they?"
Viola—"A scimitar, a nktill and a 

wurcluh."

A Sharp Return.
.Mr. Tixithanduail—I can’t imaginu 

what we ever got married for; wc’ro 
totally different at every jHiInt.

Mrs Toothandnail—Oh, you flatter­
er.

In the City of Ancestor Worshipers.
*T never heard of a more pross mls- 

carriape of justico," said the Phila­
delphian. "It’s outra.peoiis."

"But wasn’t h«- p-jllty?” askcil the 
atranper within the pates.

Yes. luit the jury dlspracefuU.v nep- 
lected to take cognixani-c of his an­
cestry,’’ was the reply. *

WHERE THE TROUBLE LAY.

Never Weary of the Hearing.
"1 overheard him tellinp her a story 

last night, which I know she has heard 
Hfty times hi-forc. hut she didn’t stop 
him.’

“She is lonp suffering, surely."
"Oh. 1 don’t know ; he told her slie 

wra.s the prettiest plrl he had < vci 
seen."

He Got Permission.
Groom—Wmild jou mimi it l went 

fnto thè smoking car. dciir?
The bride—Wliat! Ti! r.moke?

Oh. dear, no. I want to exiierlence 
thè apony of l>eiag away troni you, 
ao that Mie joy of luy return wili lic 
sii thè more iuteiisiflcd.’’

A Hint Desirable.
“You’re all run down,” said the doc­

tor. "Wliat you need Is quiet and 
rest. You oupht not to he worried at 
all."

"Will you pul that lu Mic form of 
a prescription, doctor, and give It to 
iny wife? ” asked the man.

His Limit.
"And what," asked the country con- 

cin who was treating Miss Waldorf to 
a luncheon, “do you consider this wait* 
er will regard as a litieral tip?”

"All there is lu sight after you have 
RHtli*d tlie check," she replied.—New 
Tork ITess.

As time Kues t>>'
I know th at 1 

Must grow to w ear lier dicssc-v.

Railroad Ties of Leather.
The Invention of a leather crosstle, 

designed to take the place of sleepers 
made of wood, Is attracting attention 
in railroad circles.

F. M . Dimnell of West Warren, 
Mass.,'is the Inventor. In the manu­
facture of hls crosstle, which weighs 
l2o isiunds, the scrap leather from 
shoe shops is taken into a disintegra­
tor, ground fine, suhjected to a re- 
flniiig process and molded.

The tension of the molding machine 
can be so regulated that ties hard 
enough to take a spike or ties through, 
which a spike cannot i>e driven can he 
turned out.

Went Off at Wrong Time.
A ludicrous incident occurred fv r-  

ing the last act of a play at a Bidde- 
ford (Maine) theater last week. Just 
when the audience was giving its 
closest attention to the stage, a loud 
|M>p was heard down in fnint. It was 
evident that a bottle had “gone off” 
<n somclKidy’s pocket, and it set cvery- 
iiody Into a snicker.

Animal Lays Eggs.
"Echidna hystrix,” a quaint little 

(feature from New Zealand, is one of

Smith—You’ll have to take that parrot hack you sold me 
The lX*aler—Ho only swears in Spanish.
Smith—But I don't understand Spanish.

He I'.«ears.

the exceptions to the animal nilo, as 
it lays eggs. These are carried in a 
{KUich, where in due time they are 
batched by the heat- of the parent's 
body.

Has Newspaper of 1800.
H. J. McNally of Burlington, Vt., Ims 

an Interestiug «oiiveuir In the way of 
a newspaper printed Saturday, Jan. 4, 
T80O. The periodical, hesldes giving 
the congressional news of that time, 
pnlilishes an account of tho burial of 
Oeorpe Wasliinpton.

t(Calcium Carbide 0^*
Raise It FromB^e Bottom.

A new use f«»r Jiiciuiii carldde 1« 
for raising mul slliklnp a sniiumrim 
houf in (icrniHiiy.gi

Tlie iKiat is ^ipplied with an unil 
nary gas Koni'^utor and a water tank 
the upper i îH of which is connected 
with the i^s reticrvolr of the geni'rat 
or. TheJTank and the generator have 
pipi'S aj#Mie Ixittoni o|M*nlng Into Mu 
sea w **'r. The upper parts have ver 

a-s for the escape of the gas 
reservoirs (the tank and thf 
of the generator» are filled 
r the lioat sinks. After th« 
in of a carbide cartrldg* 
ras generator an immense 
f gas is formed at once 
<•¡1 tile water through thf 
into the sea. After ojien- 

(ick in the connecting pip*, 
the gas /enters the tank and fills il 
i»y forclllg out the w*ater.

Till* l»>at now rises to tlie surface, 
reniainwg there until the gas Is al 
lowi-d p» escape from boMi reservoirs, 
whicli i  aiises them to bo again filled 
by sew water.

If tlie laiat has sunk deeper than 
d«‘sln|i the introduction of a carbide 
cartilflpe into Mic generator will make 
the liaat rise to tlic proper level. The 
appamius is quite simple and works 
reiial^ly, doing away with air and 
watc^ piinips.—Consular Re|K»rts.
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If t 

riser V 
wlMi Wif 
ivtriidiK 
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I Serial Postcard.
WTlen the postman hands one a card 

containing an incomprehensible frag

munt of a drawing the recipient is 
naturally inystiflod. This feeling is 
only intensified on receipt of the sec 
oml of the series, and not until the 
third, fourth or fifth card complete;- 
the iiicture is the ve'l lifted.

Thrifty Woman.
In order to save 28 cents an Italian 

woman of Ashland lleightM, West Mau- 
ayunk. Pa., carried a Uiu-puund bale 
of hay. a liag containing two bushels 
of oats and a 24-poiind sack of flour 
in two trips from a Manayunk flour 
and feed store to her home, more than 
a mill! away, chiefly up a steep hill.

On the first trip she placed the bale 
of hay on her head and walked off. On 
the second trip she placed the bag of 
oats on her head and carried the sack 
of flour under her left arm. Her bus 
band owns a horse and cart, but was 
too Imsy doing hauling to go to the 
ctore, and his wife chose to carry the 
feed home rather than pay 28 cents 
to have it delivered.

Forced Into Happiness.
Seymour, Conn., has a bachelors’ 

club, the members of which draw lots 
once a year to see who will get mar­
ried, and the one getting the red ticket 
must marry within a year or pay the 
wedding exiienses of the next victim. 
Recently W. F. Kcrstln was chosen as 
the unwilling sacrifice, and all the 
members of the club thought he would 
refuse to pay the |>enalty, but a few 
days ago he disappeared and now an­
nouncements of bis wedding at Madi­
son, N. Y., have been received by hls 
friends.

Hunting for the Interesting Part.
“What on earth do you And Inter­

esting in that stupid liook?" her friend 
a.sked.

“I haven't found anything worth

while in It so far.” the beautiful *1il 
replied, “but after mamma had read it 
sbe tried to hide it from me.”

/
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iial Cont*tii>oml*"nce.)
If ther«' is on«' spot Dll' 

wlildi th«' e>ort of all t'hr  ̂
liav*' «‘V«'!- liot'ii ri‘nt«T«'il, im<l 
ilu'ir luarts huvt* l>o«>ii dia\̂  
the rhureh built over the 
site of the t«)ml> ot our l.oi<] 
caU'ni When \vi' looK hack 
tory «)f the sepnloker, wc 
Is one stained with hl«H)«j 
the uohle and the hrave 
in the Middle Ag< s. saerlj 
lives in the « ffort to wlnl 
lentlom th«' sit«' of the I.«.'
As We trace its story d«)\̂  
day, there is llttl«' variati«\ 
lonji. bitter strupRle whlrh  ̂
ceaslnttly hung over it. To 
«iesecratt'd by th«' quarrels offj 
< ntal Christians who posses 
eonunon, and who are so hittelj 
oils «)f one- another.

The «'htircii stainls on ih«' 
the beautiful Itasilloi btiilt 1)1 
stantinc ami HeUiia. wh«» «‘r«■̂ l 
many churches in I’alestlne 
A. D. It was <lestroy«'il \vh«‘!J 
roes II, kiiu; of f’t'rsla. laid Jet* 
waste. Church afti'r rlnirch hal 
built over the spot, an<* an 
stroyed. Wlien th«* crusad«' 
possession of .lerusaleni. tl 
creased the dlni«'nsi«)nsof th« 
then standiiiK. an«l united 
chapels into one church.
A. D. a fire destn)v«'d a Kreat 
it, and the htiildiiiK which t 
Krims now visit is a moder| one, 
built tip on th«j fdd n mains, an  ̂ is an 
interesting mixture of architecture. 
The beautiful facade now standing is 
from crusader days. Of tho large 
•louble dtx)rway, which forms the sole 
entrance int« the church, only one- 
half is used, the other Is walled tip. 
The columus adjoining the p«)rtals 
are of marble, decorated with Byzan­
tine capital.s. Above the opeulugsare 
the sculptured mouldings «leplcting 
scenes in Christ's life—His triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, the last supper 
aud tlu> raising of I.azurus.

The threshohl of the «'htiich is 
worn by the feet of innnmeruble pil­
grims. They and all the visitors who 
come to Jerusalem find their way to 
»his church as the first nlace of in­
terest to visit in the Holy City. A 
street composed mostly of steps 
Irrlngs one to a large open court be­
fore the church. This is always tilled 
with venders of pl«>tis souvenirs. 
They tempt the pilgrims with l>eads 
fr«)m Mecca, mother of-p«*arl relics 
from Bethlehem and cross«'S «»f Idtu 
men from the Dead sea. Beggars in 
filthy rags also surround the conit, 
claiming alms from the i>asKers-l)y.

The whole building is 3.̂ u f« et long 
on til«* east and 28«) on th«> south. 
Within its precincts are hnated se\- 
cuty sacre«! sites. The grand rotunda 
of the «'hurch is sixty-seven feet in 
diameter. Eighteen piers siip|>ort tho 
galleri«'s ah«)ve it, which s«'rve as uc- 
coninmdation for the crowds of spec­
tators who rent s«'ats «>n festive «jc- 
casions such as to witness the «'¡iriotis

I to tile Sion«' </ I'nclif)!). wliich is a 
; iiiail)le slab denoting the piati' wb«'i«' I tlu' body of I’’.«' Lonl was anointed 
j prei)arat«)iy to Hl.s burial. .Many lamps 

and cantlelabra bel«;n.gliig to tlie sev­
eral s«'cts liang bere, and situi u dint 
light ««n the t)cn«lcd forms of pilgrims 
fearfully kissing fit«' niarble slab. The

whet’*' )>.«' sulilleis, a lte r tin cruclCï' 
ton. cast l')ls for C lir is fs  vestnu 'nt' 
Soil)*' of till sc gaunt tits iire shf)wn Ir. 

I F ia iu f .  and ««llx'is iu Koine. It Is 
« iaini«'«l that on llx  ir being exbihilt'C 
miracles of Ix'aling are wrtnight I.)

; lh«'m.
j The ellHpel of greatest interest lii 
I timi in the «enter of the cliurcb. ini 

del' tlx> gri'ut (Itiitie. It is til«' ('hapi^ 
of 111«' Tom i), a Ixmse mud«' of Santa 
Croce inarliU'. Us ht'igbt is twont> 
fe«'l. aud it is I ’reiity  slx feet ion: 
and eighteen lirosd, aixl is stirmoiint 
ed l>y 11 dont«' in tlie  shaiie of a crown 
It Is d i\ idl'd into two parts. Tito first 
called the Cliuix'l ot tlx* Angel, shows 
the stone which was rollt'd away on 
tlx lesuncction ii:orn. The secoli«! 
division is that ot the Chapel of the 
Tomi), w liith  is six fet't hy seven.

BKAl TV IN JEWELHY

0HNAM ENT8 WHICH ARE VERI­
TABLE WORKS OF ART.

Pilgrims in Bethlehem on Christmas Day.

ancient stom* is hiiidt'u nndeiiu'ath 
the marlile one, so I liât the devotion 
of the pilgrims nmy not wear it out. 
Near hy are tlie chaiK'ls of Melchize- 
dec and Adam. Here legi'iid says that 
Adam was buried, ami tliat wlit n the 
cross f)f Cliiist was erected, soin«' 
l)l«M)d trlcklctl onto flic Ixuie« of the 
first man, and h«> revi\e«l, and this 
snggestetl the name, "Place of a Skull 
—Golgotha.' And they t«ll ns that 
this is why u skull Is often placed at 
the ftX)t of H crucifix.

I/K)king through a liarretl window 
is what they call the ground of tli«' 
crucifixion, and ln*r« a lanii) liangD 
over the spot wlier« .Mary anil St. 
John are said to have slocd wliile tlx* 
greatest trag«'d> of this wfirld was 
being ena.i;t**«l liy ci'tx'l itii'.l wlçV«.it 
hands, '('iiis spot is nhuX'd Notr«* 
Dainc «les Doiilenr.s. .̂ n asc«'!it of 
eighletn «lark steps leads up to Ui*“ 
Mount Ca\alry, which is «llvhb'd into 
two parts, one lielonging to tlie Lat­
ins and one to the Greeks. H is u 
platform fifty feet square, and lias a 
niarblo pavement. Here is shown tlie 
hole wher** the cross stiHid, and even 
til«' cleft In the rtak made liy tlie 
earthiinake. N«*ar this chaix'l is that 
«if the Nailing of Hie Cross, and still 
further is anotlx'r named the Chapel 
t)f the Agony, where a iiainling Is «'X- 
hihlled of tlie Savior on His mother's 
kn«.*e. To the l.,atins alone lielongs 
tho Chapel of the .Apparition, w lu re 
Christ appcaretl to .Mary aft« r the 
rt'siirrectlon. Here Hie Colninn of itie 
Scourging Is 1«) li«* se«'ii tlirougli a 
liol«'. into w'liich pilgrims Hinist u

Church of the Holy Sepulcher.

L

ceremony of the Holy Fire. Tli«' 
hi'ight of the dome !.■« lot) feet.

Most of the various sites shown liy 
the gulde.s ar«' own« d Iiy the dlffetent 

ibotigh soD'e are eomnion to 
thmi «il Th.-< U the « isr In regard

dick, which toiu'lies It, and is tlieii 
k issed  hy tt'cm. The toinlis of Nico- 
demuH and Ariinafh*'a are shown in 
th«' Hyrlan portion of the church. Tiie  
Ciiupcl o. tlx* Olvlsion of Garnienia 
ft«, acr«»r«1ing to tb. prleds. the place

•More than half of It is taken tip liy 
Hi«.' inarlile sarcophagus over the sup- 
IMised .grave, and it covers the rock 
of tile sepulcher entirely. Forty-three 
silver and gold lamps hanging her«' in 
tlies** chapels—the gifts of European 
s«)V« i« igns--ar«' always kept alight.

Tlx* cniranee is very low and nar­
row allowing only one or two to en 
t»*r t«){.eHu*r, .so that there is an tin 
lnt«'i rnpt« <1 sncce.ssion of pilgrims 
filing iu to pres.s their lips on the 
niarl)l* slab covering the tomb, aixl 
to kneel before if In prayer and adura 
thin. Bowing il(»wn licfore tlic low 
d«Hii-. they cross themselvc.'» and < titot 
on Hx ir hands and knt'cs, and as the> 
leave Hie sacreil spot th ey  walk iiack 
ward, so a.s to n malii facing the tomb.

BIRO THAT K ILL8 5NAKE8.

Mode of Warfare of South Africar 
Feathered Biped.

That pcenllar native of South Africa 
the secretary bird, s«>-called because oj 
the feathers on its head, which look» 
as if it carried n pen behind Its ear. 
Is fur more of a pedestrian than a 
flyer, ranging all day In search of food 
over a large «'xpansc of ctmntry. It 
Ht'Idom lakes to wing from «-liuice, hut 
Is a gr'at traveler «ui ftxit. That whec 
hungry and hard |>iit to It for f<M>d 
til«' secretary oecasionally attack.s 
\anqnlsh«'a and devours |H>isonoii? 
snakes of eonshlerable size Is nn 
ftoulited. But this Is by no means sc 
IretpX'nt an occurrence as the old nat 
itralist believed. The bird fully un 
dersiamls his rlsK In these encounters 
and takes his rnea-sttre accordingly. He 
attacks the snake in a very wary man 
ner, lelnting with his wings and wait­
ing bis opportunity. When that comes 
lie bnffets the snake heavily with his 
wings, strikes it with his str«>ng feet, 
and, having partially disabled It, 
breaks its vertebra with a blow or 
two of its formldnlile beak or pierces 
its brain.

The "Tatmanian Devil.”
One of the most savage «if small 

hea.sts is the ''Tasmanian tleyil,” a 
marsupial animal with a villaimnis 
teniiM f. .At the i.onilun zcKilogical gar­
den in Regent's park a ‘'devil'’ es- 
capt'd and in two nights killed fifty- 
tour « hiekeus, six geese, an albatross 
and a cat. Keeaptiiivd, ««. was placed 
in a cage of stout iron bars, but these 
it twisted up with its powerful teeth 
and escaped again. The crushing 
jMiwt r of its teeth is enormous. ,A( one 
time it wToiight great havoc among 
Iambs and it was for Lnls reason that 
the Tasmanian settler* waged a war 
of I'xtermlnalion against the "devil.”

Uncle Sam's Recruit*.
The men who presented themselves 

for examination as recruits in the 
army «luring the last fiscal year 
showed a high average of physical ex- 
celletic«'. The candidates examined 
numliert'd 45,218, of whom 30,178, or 
almost exactly two-thirds, were ac­
cepted. Of 42,183 white men, 27,790 
were accepted, and «if 3,035 colored 
men, 2,38*i were accepted.

The Cause of Death.
In a Brunswick, Me., cemetery a 

fombstone Las told passersby for a 
half century that the child buried be­
neath it was "ixiisoued by eating nine- 
teen perctisslon cap*.”

Automobiles in Demand.
In America alone 30,t»0t) aiitnmo- 

biles will lie placetl on the market dur­
ing the prchHut year, which wUi 
«apply h*lf Ui*

Oddity and Originality Are the Things 
Most Sought For— Every Form of 
Design Employed for Picturesque 
Adornment*.

The arts and crafts luiivemenl has 
had a marked Influence uimiii fashlon- 
ubJe jfwt'lry, and the shops to-day are 
supplying ornaments. In metals, eiiuin- 
els and Heml-iiiecious stont's, which 
arc veritable works of art.

Oddity, originality, tieauty of work- 
inanshii), lather than intrinsic value 
are the things sought In the so-called 
nouveau art jewelry, and while some 
of the results of the movement are 
merely bizarre aixl bldt'ous, more are 
exceedingly beautiful. N«>t every wom­
an can afford a buckle, a pendant, a 
clasp, a chain wrought liy i4all«iue, or 
even liy one of the lesser masters of 
the art, but at least one can today

nx t.il, and in« nut x> »'■ a 
of the higli ix'i kcd frot'ks, i 
I'fs st't'in to hav«' lavish«'«! 
their most original aixl «'ff -c! 
aud though Hies«) oriiRnxntM 
liussiug fad. they are nally l)«'aniit>ii, 
and when not of solid gold or silver 
art) not l«x» expt'iislvo lo be bonrhl. 
even though they may be worn f<)r 
one sea8«)ii only.

. \ t  one of thf) stoit s wht're is to bo

find, for a comparatively moderate 
sum. Jewelry that is artistically lovely.

The Celtic jewelry—so named be­
cause for inspiration its originators re­
sorted to the carvings ui>on the road­
side crosses and monuments fountl 
wherever the Celts have passed—Is 
charming In form and coloring. The 
Illuminated missals and Bibles of 
early days, also, have furBlsheil de-
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found a particiilnrly choice cuIlcclkN» 
of the nouvi'au art Jewels in inexpeos- 
ivc «luality is oue of these chains with 
pt'udants which, though costing only 
$15. lias actual art value. The grtnt 
links of the chain art* of dull greenish 
ye)l«>w gohl, far from sterling stand 
aril, luit quite as »'ff«'ctive as the r«'«l 
thing.

The pendant takes tlie form ot a 
large liuttirtly, or, f«) speak more ac 
ciiiately, suggests the form of a but­
terfly, the l)«)dy luliig formed by a r«̂  
markably well-nimieled and graceful 
feminine itgiire lightly draped. The 
upper line of the wings is made by 
the extended arms of the figure, and 
the extended <Ira|>erieH falling lightly 
from thes*' nirvlng arms f«jrm the 
wings.

The figure is wrought in dull g«)i«i 
sliadi>H, from palest greenish yellow to 
dark brownish green, aud the drapery, 
or wings, is of trans|»arent enamel in 
«lelicate green lightly veined hy 
threads of the metal.

But ib'scripliou is hopeless. One 
must siv the new jewelry to ttnder- 
stiitxl.—New Y«u*k Bnu.

MAN HAS PIG’S SKIN.

(

sign.s and suggestions for those orna­
ments, and the semi-precious stones 
have been united with the varying 
shades of metals into l>eautlfiil color 
schemes.

The flattened and twisted «lull sil­
ver and g«)ld hands of the settings 
hold caboch«m stones, «lull pink; or 
green tourmalines, now in high favor; 
fitrqtiolso matrix, Mexican fir«' opals

Doctor Grafts 225 Inches of Porker'» 
Cuticle on Patient.

l»r. Hamilton Browning, teacher o$ 
clinical surgery In tho University of 
Virginia iiospital, has succeedt'd in 
grafting the skin of a two months old 
pig ui)on a large surface of one of tb» 
patients tinder his charge.

■\s a gep«*ral rule, grafting is mad« 
l)y taking the skin from the Imdy ot 
tho person upon whom the graft Is U 
be mad«*, or from the Isulles of th» 
gont'rous iK-rsons who are not afraid 
of a little pain. Hr. Browning, bow 
ever, ctuild use n«*ith<*r of these metb 
Otis, as the surface to be grafted cov 
ered 225 square inches oi area nn th« 
thigh of the young man patient, wbe 
had been injured in a railway acci 

i dent.
Two w«)eks elapsed before the 

wound was ready for the operatiop. 
The treatment to which the pig bras 
subjected was thonuigh if no morn 
First the auimal was shavetl anti 
wa.shed with warm water and green 
soap. Then it was rewashetl In the 
.same way an«l a thick «»at «)f the 
green .soap was allowed to remain upon 
it f«.)!' four hours. Next it was given 
another thorongli scrulibing with gre*»« 
soap and alcohol. After this its body 
was inclosed with a strong bichloride 
of mercury poultice, which was left 
on for ten hours.

On the «lay the grafting began tho 
j pig was «•hlorofornu'd and thin shav- 
! ings of skin were taken fr«»in it an«l 
' gently pressed upon the patient's 

wound l)y a nurse. The whole opera­
tion require«! several days, but the r«y 
suit was perfi'ct. Within a few months 
the young man bad a whole skin, hart 
liassod a rigid examination for lif» 
Insiirnncc and had resumed his work.

or opal matrix, beryls, amethyst, lu'ri- 
dot, Chrysoprase.

Hatpins, necklets. pcmlanls, 
brooches, buckles, girdles, etc., are 
made in these Celtic forms. Outside 
of the Celtic class are hundreds of o«lrt 
and beautiful designs carried out in 
tho same fine metal work and semi­
precious stones.

Flowers, fruits, conventional scrolls. 
Insects and everything else hobiing

lines of beauty have bo«*u calletl upon 
to furnish Ideas for this new jewelry, 
and the exquisite transparent enamels 
are list'd to carry out color harinoni«>s 
where stones fall.

Upon large aixl somewhat barbaric 
pendants fastened to short chains 
made of very large fiat links of diili

ts Glad His Horse Oi«d.
.Austin Wlx'eler of Lee, Me., Is glad, 

that bis old horse «lied last week, 
t'ven tliougli lie liad not the money U> 
l»uy allothi'r. He carted Hie carcass 
of Hio liorse down to the back pas 
ture. Iiitemliug t«) Imry it there the 
next «lay. That afternoon he went 
out to slxM)t crotvs, ami noticed some- 
Hiing in«)vlng near tlie liea«! horse. 
He tire«i and kill«'«! a black fox, Uic 
r)olt of which he sobl to a traveling 
fur buyer f«)r $15«)—about six times 
the value of tlie ol«l horse iu its last 
days of usefulness.

Good Market for Ferns.
The industry of picking ferns in 

.New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu­
setts and shipplng'lheni to the Boston 
market has .grown wonderfully. 'The 
ferns command one cent a stock there, 
anti arc used iu thousand.s by the load­
ing florists. The domaixl is always 
aheatl of the supply, and for this rea­
son many families wlin have feras 
on their farms ami itastiire lands hav* 
a market always awaiting thi'm.

Pointer on Curing Hams.
Six years ago ,Mr. Wllrttnan of Keal. 

Eng.. cuK'd a large liam aud rosisted 
thè teniptatioii to i-at il tmtll aome 
weeks ago. M*' then biiried it in tk« 
gioiind. and after leaving it to roatore 
for Ihree weeks he dug R qp ahjI 
boib'd it for twelve h«)urs. The res«fH 
Ih said to liavo Ix-cn ru e >( thè lastt- 
u.'«l limus «ir»' cMt«rt.

i
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4 0 U S  M A S T E R P I E C E  O F
A R C H I T E C T U R E  IS  F A L L E N

m e  W I F E 'S  V I E W  OF IT.

The roof of the ritmuuH eathetlral of 
'I'oledo, Spain, regarded as one of the 
world’s masterpterea In artliitecture, 
fell In Dec. 4. The structure, which 
was started In the year 1227, and not 
completed until the seventeenth cen 
tury, has l>een crumbling, but the re­
cent catastrophe was not expected. 
The cathedral was the third largest 
church In Europe, belug exceeded In 
size only by the cathedrals of Milan 
and Seville.

' Point of the Joke the Prominent Cltt 
zen Had Not Seen.

They are tolling a good story on a 
prominent citizen of Syracuse who 
tried to repeat a joke to his wife 
and found the Joke was on himself. It 
seems that the citizen was In a down 
town hat store one evening, after clos­
ing hour.s, and the proprietor f^m 
some Incentive salil ; “I will give to 
any man here a new ailk hat if lie will 
swear on his word of honor that never 
since his marriage has he cast a lan­
guishing glance, or the eye of love on 
any woman other than his wife.”

A young man stepped forward and 
said, “Give me the hat.”

"Are you ready to swear?” asked 
the shopkeeper.

"I am,” replied the young man firm-
iy-

"Tako the hat,” said the hatter, who 
then added: "When were you mar­
ried, by the way?”

"Last night,” replied the young 
man.

This was.the joke—the joke on the 
hatter—which the promi.uent citizen 
ran home and repeated to his wife 
wiia much gusto.

After he had finished the wife did 
not seem to appreciate the humor ns 
keenly as had been anticipated by 
the husband.

"Why don’t you laugh?” asked the 
latter. “Don’t .vou think it is funny?”

“I was thinking.” replied the wife. 
"Why didn't you bring home the hat. 
dear?”

"Well, darn it! A silk hat never did 
look well on me,” remonstrated the 
prominent citizen.
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HERBERT SPENCER 18 DEAD.

Was One of the Intellectual Giants of 
the Nineteenth Century.

Herbert Spencer, author and phil­
osopher, and the last of the great 
thinkers of the Victorian age, died 
Dec. 8 at Brighton, England.

Mr. Spencer was 83 years of age, 
and his death was due to old age. He 
was the contemporary friend, and co­
worker of such intellectual giants as 
Darwin, Huxley. Tyndall, and Lyell. 
He was born at Derby, England, April 
27, 1820. In 1842, when 22 years old, 
he began the publication in a paper 
called the Nonconformist of a series 
of letters on "The Proper Sphere of 
Government”

In 1848 Spencer secured a position 
upon the Elconomiat, of which paper 
he afterward became subeditor. He 
held this post until 1852. The fol­
lowing two years he wrote “Social 
Statics," dealing with social prob­
lems In an original way, which was 
considered radical by many Britons. 
This work brought him into contact 
with Prof. Huxley and other prom­
inent literary men and women, includ­
ing George Eliot, the novelist, to 
whom, U is said, Spencer proposed 
marriage

Spencer began his connection with 
the Westminster Review about this 
time, and it was in these pages that 
he began the publication of elaborate 
essays, which marked his entrance to 
the philosophic world. In 1855 be 
issued a treatise on “The Principles 
of Psychology," and in 1860 Spencer 
began his great work, “Synthetic Phil­
osophy,” which he completed in 1897,

Herbert Spencer.
after nearly forty years’ hard labor. 
He revised the great work in 1900.

Spencer lived and died a compara­
tively poor man. His deep writings 
brought him little money.

Book Production.
Slated in figures, the average of 

books produced to every million in­
habitants is as follows: German Em­
pire, 854; France, 844; Rwitzeriand. 
338; Belgium, 337; italy, 309; Sweden. 
300; Norway, 262; Great Britain, 175; 
Rnzsia, 85; United States, 81; Spain, 
86. On the other hand, an average 
of periodicals to a million of inhabi­
tants. the United States is far ahead, 
havlnf 510, and Swltserlaud coming 
MOt with IM.

GAVE MUCH FOR PATRIOTISM

Men of Ability Who Have Made Great 
Sacrificee.

At the annual banquet of the Mid- 
lessex Bar association In Boston last 
week Congressman Samuel L. Powers 
spoke of the value of lawyers in the 
national legislature. He declared that 
an a whole congress was composed 
of most earnest and loyal men—men 
who have made great sacrifices by 
remaining in house and senate. Mr. 
Powers instanced Senator Hoar, who, 
when he went to Washington, was 
worth $100,000; now he is able to live 
only by exercising the closest econo­
my. “Congressman Hepburn of 
Iowa," he said, “has been in congress 
twenty years, is now 70 years of age 
and is worth not more than $2,000. 
Had these two men remained at home 
they would now be leaders of the 
bar in their respective states.”

SALUTES NOT IN HIS HONOR.

Solution of Incident That Puzzled Ed­
mund Clarence Stedman.

Edmund Clarence Stedman, the vet­
eran author, while on a visit to 
France stopped one day on a country 
road to admire the surrounding coun­
try. As be stood gazing meditative­
ly over the fields be noticed that sev­
eral peasants who passed him on the 
road bowed and took off their bats 
to him. Mr. Stedman was at first 
surprised at their salutes in bis hon­
or, and wondered for whom these po­
lite Qeasauts mistook him, but as they 
were nipeated by peasant after peas­
ant he finally concluded that his repu­
tation had penetrated farther than he 
had ventured to suppose. As he moved 
away from the spot he happened to 
glance behind him. He had been 
standing in front of a statue of the 
Virgin.

Open to Dincuaaion.
Michael Clancy, a New York con­

tractor who has become rich, bought 
some race horses and entered them at 
the recent Saratoga meeting. He 
runs his horses for fun and seldom 
bets, but one day he had a good thing, 
so be backed it for $10. When thg 
horses got away Clancy stood in the 
grand stand watching them through 
his field glasses. Some of his friends, 
knowing of his $10 bet, crowded about 
and began to joke him. “Where’s 
your horse now?” Clancy was asked. 
CInney surveyed the field carefully. 
“I can’t make out." he replied, "wheth­
er he is last In the third race or first 
in the fourth."

Split in British Society.
There is trouble ahead of the youni 

duchess of Roxbtirghc, formerly Miss 
Goelet. It is understood that she will 
endeavor to assume her position as 
premiere of the Scottish duchesses, 
and should she do so she will arouse 
the antipathy of the powerful duchess 
of Buccleugh, whose dislike of all 
Americans is well known. It is 
thought in England that the new 
duchess will affiliate with the king’s 
set, which is regarded M inferior by 
tks Buccleugh’s taction.

A Man of Nerve.
He looked admiringly at the tail 

man who wa.s deep in a game of bil­
liards.

“There’s a man who has the most 
superb nerve of any one I ever saw,” 
t'e said.

“Really?” returned liis companion 
inquiringly.

“There Is no iMtsslble ciiance for a 
mistake."

“Did you ever see it tested?”
"Well, rather. 1 saw him at a pri­

vate theatrical entertainment one 
night last week—”

‘‘Sometimes It does require nerve to 
sit through one.”

The man who was telling the story 
seemed provoked at the interruption, 
but he kept his temper

“His fiancee was in the cast,” he 
went on, "and he sat there and watch 
ed another man embrace her and nev­
er so much rs gritted his teeth. 1 
tell you. It was as fine an exhibition 
of nerve as I ever saw anywhere, 
either before or since."—New York 
Times.

Utilizing Space.
Representative Jacob Rupiiort of 

New York goes to Congress from one 
of the most congested districts in the 
metropolis. Like every other member 
of the hou8i>, ho has a quota of gar­
den seeds, but as there isn't a garden 
in his district as big as a tablecloth 
he usually trades them for public doc­
uments.

Recently he thought the people who 
live in some of the tenements might 
want to plant the seems in boxes on 
the window sills and fire escapes, and 
he sent an assortment to the inhabi­
tants of a model tenement just built 
by a friend of his.

A few weeks later ho received a 
letter reading like this:

“My Dear Ruppert: Please send no 
more seeds to the people who live in 
my model tenements. I went there to­
day and I find they are all raising 
cabbages, cucumbers and tomatoes In 
the bathtubs.”—Philadelphia Post.

Got His Trousers in Duty Frse.
Among the passengers of a steam­

ship just in from England was a cler­
gyman. whose intention it was to take 
up his permanent residence here. Dur­
ing the examination of his baggage, 
w'hich included surplices, stoles, and 
other non-dutiable church vestments, 
the question arose whether the rev­
erend gentleman was not called upon 
to pay duty for the numerous pairs of 
trousers which he w'as imi>orting. 
Said the customs officer:

“I am sorry to say, sir, that you 
must pay duty on these trousers; only 
the apparel you make use of during 
divine service can be admitted free of 
duty.”

Whereupon the quick-witted clergy­
man exclaimed:

“Come, come, my dear man! You 
surely don’t expect me to officiate in 
church without my trousers!”

So the apparel in question 
passed free of charges.

was

Trust.
0  Love Divine, th a t stooped to sh ars  

Our sharpest pang, our bitterest te a r ; 
On thee we cast each  earth-born  ra re ;  

W e amile a t  pain, while thou a rt near.

Though long the w eary way we tread . 
And sorrow crown each  lingering year. 

No path we shun, nodarknens dread. 
Our h earts still whispering, thou are  

near.

When drooping pleasure turns to grief,ibli ................ - -And trembling faith  Is changed to fear. 
The m urm uring wind, the quivering leaf. 

Shall softly tell us thou a r t  near.

On the we fling our burdening woe, 
O Love Divine, for ever d ear;

Content to suffer while we know.
évlng or d)'tng thou are  nearl 

Uvsr Wendell Hot:

V

“I am in full accord with the an­
cient Spartan law which compelled a 
man to marry by the time he attained 
the age of thirty-six.”

William Astor Chanler, former con­
gressman, African explorer, author 
and millionaire, thus announced three 
years ago his views on man and matri­
mony.

In his thirty-sixth year he took unto 
himself a wife in the person of Miss 
Minnie Ashley, who has won fame by 
her beauty and cleverness on the 
stage, being formerly a member of 
the San Toy company.

Mr. Chanler met his bride while be 
was at Harvard. She was then on the 
stage in Boston. Miss Ashley has a 
handsome home at Great Neck, L. I., 
wliere she has spent the greater part 
of her time lately, as it is about a year 
since she was seen on the stage.

It is announced that Mrs. Chanler’s 
stage career Is forever ended. Hence­
forth she will be a member of society 
and will be received by reason of her 
marriage into the inner circle of

which Mrs. William Astor is the cen­
tral figure.

There will he family dinners in her 
honor on the return of the pair from 
their honeymoon trip. The first of 
these will be given by the near rela­
tives of the bridegroom.

William Astor Chanler is a son of 
the late John Wlnthrop Chanler and 
a grandson of John Jacob Astor. He 
is one of the most picturesque, by rea­
son of his active and varied career, of 
the young generation in New York.

He was not content with being a 
cotillion leader and the central figure 
at dinners and receptions; instead, he 
is well known in the world of politics; 
was prominent during the Spanlsh- 
American war, and spent twenty-two 
months in the heart of Africa, in re­
gions never before penetrated by white 
men.

As an explorer he is honored by 
scientific men at home and abroad, 
and as a traveler by geographical so­
cieties; as a sportsman be has often 
faced death in pursuit of big game.

DAYS OF OLD RECALLED.

Recent Death of CapL Pharr of Ber 
wick, Louisiana.

Capt. John H. Pharr, the wealthy 
sugar planter and lumberman who 
died at his home in Berwick, La., the 
other day at the age of 75 years, was 
the leading figure In one of the most 
exciting electoral contests ever held 
in Louisiana. In 1896 he was nomi­
nated for governor by the Republi­
cans, but was defeated by Murphy J. 
Foster, the Democratic candidate, 
though the race was very close. Capt. 
Pharr alleged that Foster had won 
by fraud perpetrated in the negro par­
ishes and carried the case before the 
legislature, declaring that he would 
take the governorship by force If pro­
nounced elected. The legislature, how­
ever, declined to go behind the re­
turns.

MRS. STANTON A PHILATELIST.

City Children for the Country.
The earl of Meath, a somewhat en­

thusiastic British humanitarian, has 
suggested to the Ixmdon school au­
thorities that children of the elemen­
tary grades be taken from the city 
and brought up In model country vil­
lages. the parents to pay only the bare 
cost of food, the county council foot­
ing other expenses. He urges that In 
this way children of the very poor 
would have an otherwise unobtainable 
chance to grow up strong, healthy and 
good citizens. In addition, many of 
them would probably stay la the coun­
try, thereby helping to repopulate the 
rural districts.

The Problem of Education.
Dr. Louis Duncan declares In a 

magazine article that In this country 
technical education is too technical. 
“There Is too much instruction,” he 
says. “We should not attempt to 
make mental storehouses of men, but 
mental factories. The ability of a 
man to work out any specific problem 
depends upon his being able to make 
a mental plot of the problem and keep 
It constantly before him. This in­
quires an Imagination that has bsen 
AsTSlopad and not suppresaad.”

Collecting Stamps a Hobby of Notod 
Woman SuffragisL 

That Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
was a philatelist of many years’ stand­
ing has just come to light by the dis­
covery of a stamproom in her old 
home at Woodcliff, N. J. In a recess 
of one of the rooms more than 18.000 
stamps were found hung on the walls. 
Portions of the walls and the ceiling 
were covered with stamps of every 
country, and some of them are of 
great value, according to the estimates 
of stamp fanciers. No two are alike. 
There are indications that most of the 
stamps were detached from letteri re­
ceived by Mrs. Stanton herself. She 
carried on a voluminous correspon­
dence with friends whose homes were 
located in almost every part of the 
civilized world.

Entire Misunderatanding.
While a new member of the senate 

Mr. Blackburn got Into a heated argu­
ment one day with another senator 
concerning a certain kind of brandy. 
He saw Senator Blair of New Hamp­
shire coming down the corridor, so he 
referred the matter to that fervid 
prohibition statesman. “My dear air," 
exclaimed Blair in astonishment. “I 
do not know the taste of brandy from 
whisky. ' Blair passed rapidly on and 
Blackburn remarked: “I was Just
about to ask ,him up to Beck's room 
and test the thing, but It’s no use. His 
stomach must be in a devil of a con­
dition if he can't tell brandy from 
whisky.”

Mrs. Hanna’s Tasts in Dress.
Mrs. Marcus Hanna has aequlred an 

air and society manner generally to 
which she was a comparative stranger 
when the senator first became promi­
nent in public life. She has falrlj mas­
tered the fine art of dress. In the 
past she was noted for rather too 
striking color schemes, but now she 
has a fondness for black and white. 
\ler hair, which la silver gray and 
plentiful, la worn in a high knot, and 
her hair-dreaser waves It becomiBgly.
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PER CENT CUT ! Ú P m á f íf

ON CLOTHING.
In order to reduce stock before taking invento­

ry, we have decided to cut thé price 10 per cent on

rien’s and Boys’

Su its, E x tra  P ants, Over=
coats,

until Jan. 1st.

J. T. W A R R E N .
I W

Favorite Family Remedy.
Frequently acicidents occur in 

the household, which cause burns, } 
cuts, sprains and bruises; for use, 
in such cases, Ballard’s Snow' 
Liniment has for many years 
l>een the constant favorite family ; 
remedy. 25c, 50c and 81.00 at 
Burroughs J: Mann’s.

Visit our candy department,

Bilious Colic Prevented.
Take a double dose of Cham­

berlain’s Colic, Cholera and Di­
arrhoea Remedy as soon as the 
first indication of the disease ap­
pears and a threatened attack 
may be warded off. Hundreds 
of people use the remedy in this 
way with perfect success. For 
sale by Burroughs 4 Mann.

and see the “ New 
candy.

J . T. Warren.

Wrinkles’’ in When you trade with Warren 
you hitch your dollar to all it 
can pull.

Be Quick. '
.Not a minute should be lost 

when a child shows symptoms of 
croup. Chamberlain’s Cough! 
Remedy given as soon as the 
child becomes hoarse, or even 
after the croupy cough appears,, 
will prevent the attack. It never, 
fails, and is pleasant and safe to ; 
take. For sale by Burroughs 4  ■ 
M ann.

New Arrivals j
in our grocery department. | 
Celery Salt, French Mustard, j 
Salad Mustard and Horse Radish, j 
Mince-meat, Currents. Figs, j 
Dates, Seeded Raisens, Orange 
and Lemon Peel, Cranberries, 
and an assortment of this years’ 
nuts.

.1. T. Warren.

Nothing need be left to tell the 
story at our store—everything is 
for sale.

J . T. Warren.

One box—3 cakes—of soap and 
a pair of scissors for only 25c at 
Rust A Pittard’s.

Begin the day right by drink- ; Ustick’s. 
ing a cup of Chase 4  Sanborn’s 
coffee, 16"'a c, 20c and 25c per 
pound. We grind this coffee 
free of charge. See our big mill.

J .  T. Warren.

Dolls 2 for 5c and up 
A Pittard’s.

Cut glass and silverware at!
i

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand

at Rust' goods for sale take them to J . C. 
Watkins.

Rev. R. T. Hanks of Sweet­
water has accepted the call to 
the Baptist church of Stamford.

Miss Valley Hill has been 
quite sick, though still keeping 
up her work in ihe school room.

Sam Sheppard and wife came 
in from Fort Worth Saturday 
night. Sam has been quite sick 
for some time, and it is believed 
the change will benefit him.

Mrs. Mottie Warren of Green­
ville is visiting her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. D. C. Hutches<in.

More improvements.
R. A. Miller closed a trade 

Monday for a 50-foot lot adjoin­
ing Dickson’s hardware store on 
on the north. The deed was made 
by Mrs. A. M. Thornton and 
gives a consideration of 8400.

It is more than probable that 
Mr. Miller will erect a double 
brick house on the lot. This is 
his intention at present, but he 
has not authorized The Mail to 
make such a statement, verily, 
the fastest thing about Merkel is 
its growth.

Business meeting of the Lea­
gue will be held on Thursday 
night after prayer meeting ser­
vices. All members urged to be 
present.

A Corn Mill.
I will grine your corn at reas­

onable prices; also have installed 
a turning lathe and can turn out 
anything in wood. See me.

R. L. Parker.

We mean for you to get what 
you believe you are getting when 
you trade with us.

J . T. Warren.

We wish to call special atten­
tion to our line of medallions. 
For beauty, quality and price 
they can not be excelled. Let 
us show you.

Rust 4  Pittard.

We have an elegant selection 
of holiday goods. It will pay 
you to look through our stock.

Rust 4  Pittard.

A fine assortment of dining 
room pictures at Rust 4  Pittard’s.

Read Warren’s ad and get 
hints that point to profitable buy­
ing.

W. W. Wheeler went down to 
Brownwood Saturday to wind up 
the business of his wife’s mother, 
Mrs. Lynch. He has just closed 
the sale of her farm and cattle at 
good figures.

Katie, the 16-year-old daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Morris, who 
recently moved here from Anson, 
died Sunday eyening after a lin­
gering illness of several week’s 
duration with typhoid fever. Miss 
Katie was a bright, winsome 
young girl, and her death is pe­
culiarly The remains were
carried to ôr interment
Monday. In'^'Bbmmon with 
friends of the family The Mail 
tenders its sympathy.

Our stock of Christmas goods 
is yet complete. Come in and 
look it over.

Burroughs A Mann.

The Christian people are look­
ing for the lumber for their 
church, which will arrive by Jan. 
1. The church will be erected on 
the block just south of Dr. Ad- 
kisson’s residence.

W. B. Mann has been quite 
sick since Friday.

O. P. Thomas, P. S. Kaufman, 
and Mr. lOlliston of Abilene were 
visitors at K. of P. hall Monday 
night.

W. W. Russell is visiting the 
old home at Paducah, Ky.

S. M. Wheat left Monday for 
the old home at Lebanon, Ky., 
to spend the holidays.

Mrs. J . T. Warren and children 
left Monday for El Paso, Ark., 
to spend the holidays with rela­
tives. The Mail wishes them a 
very pleasant visit.

You are sure to buy if you see 
our Christmas goods.

Burroughs 4  Mann.
% __ _

Mr. Henry Baldwin, who re­
cently purchased a part of the 
Warren ranch east of town, 
closed a deal Saturday for the 
Watkins residence in South 
Merkel, the consideration being 
$1,250.
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SADLY RNIFE
F ro m  now  until Dec. 25. w e will Knife Fvc y 

thing' to R e d u ce  »StocK Before Moving'

N e x t to  
P ly in g

Is the pleasure 
experienced in walKinc bjr 

the w earers of

“Tenncnt Shoes.”
Noted for their ease and 

wearing qualities.
We recommend them.

Sh oes
S4.00 kind cut to 8iJ.r)0
3.00 “ “ 2.50
2.50 “ “ 2.25
2.00 “ “ 1.C5
1.75 “ “ 1.50
1.50 “ “ 1.J15

{greatly reduced prices.
50 pieces embroidery, 

your choice at 5c a yard.
(Jreat reduction in jew* 

elry.

Negligee Shirts
SI.25 shirts cut to' Sl.OO 

1.00 “ “ 85c
75c “ “ 00c
65c “ “ 47c

Ladies Jackets  Underweat^

Dry Goods
S1.00 shark skin at 85c 

l.(X) granite at 85c
65c henrietto cut to 50c
40c henrietta cut to .32c
35c henrietta cut to 27 '-.iC
75c Varie cut to 55c

Silks and velvets at

Our Sll.(X) .Jackets cut to 
:S8.75.,

Hats
i 83.00 hats cut to 82.50 
I 2.50 “ “ 2.25
i 2.00 “ “ 1.50

See US f(»r prices on 
groceries.

i 35c umlerwear cut to 25c 
!.%c union suits cut to 25e

Mens Suits
' 815.00 suih’ cut to 812.00 
' 13.00 “ “ 10.00
' 10.00 “  “  8.00

7.50 “ “ 6.00
6.00 “ “ 5.00

C o u p o n s for D olls m ust b e in b y  4  
o’clocK , T h u r s d a y , D e ce m b e r 24'th.

• • f t

Did| you ever
total e c lip s e , and 
>w completely **put 
moon w as?  
show you a similar 

iin our stocK of

**Teilnent Shoes.”
They jeclipse all in qual­

ity and *^rability.
'I t  p a y ^ h  get the best.

il
/•

/á> 3ns
Herber 

osopher, 
thinkers 
Dec. 8 4 

Mr 
and his « was tfa4,

■i J. P. tSHarp Oompstny.
worker S to c k  o f  b la n k  b o o k s  is 
Darwiaj;! a n d  co m p le te .  Don’t send  
He f(j|- t h e s e  g o o d s  b e fo r e  g e t t in g  

’ ” r  p r ice s .
K u st  &  P i t ta r d .

he 
calle^

S!>v3Tltey never did fail ; they nev-

You’ve got the real thing when 
you get Hunt’s Lightning Oil for 
burns, bruises, cuts and sprains. 
The moat penetrating ua|l heal­
ing liniment known. fJuaran- 
teed. Price 25 and 50 cents.

Id fr will fail. What? Cheathams 
‘'Poa^axativc Tablets—U> cure a cold 
* fit once. Carry them in yourheld' 

lowivest |H>cket.
®**fGuarantced. 
lea# -------

Always r e a d  
Price 25 cents.

y-

C^w Rates for
' The Texas 
Company,

Christmas Holidays.
il" Pacific Railway 

as heretofore, affords

Ì

the people of Texas and I.iOui8ia- 
na an op|>)rtunity tg visit the old 
home during the Christmas Holi­
days at cheap rates. For full in­
formation ask any ticket agent, 
or write F. P, Turner, General 
Passenger Agent, Dallas, Texas.

For Sale.
Two big work horses, young 

and in good fix; cash or approved 
 ̂ note. '

tf Basham, Shepherd d: Co.

FOR SALF.
Good five year old mare, well I 

broke; also one buggy, good as; 
new. Cash or good note.
2t J . A. Adkisson.

Cattlemen Not Leasing Land.
Parties from out west report 

that a very considerable portion 
of the public school lands are 
not now being leased by the cat­
tlemen who have heretofore used 
and occupied the lands with their 
herd.s. The reason is described 
to lM>th the depression in the cat­
tle business and the efforts made 
by the state to enforce a higher 
{)ricp for leaso privileges. It is 
said that many cattlemen make 
no effort to further contral the 
land since the price has been 
raised.—Colorado Stockman.

Read Warren’s ad and get 
hints ih.'it |x)int to profitable buy­
ing.

There is a time for all things. 
The time to take Simmons’ Cough 
Syrup is when afflicted with sore 
throat, hoarseness, coughs or 
colds. It is guaranteed to cure 
you. Price 25 and 50 cents.

The fine hat which some lady 
will wear away fn>m Mrs. 
Hoople’s Millinery establishment 
is to be gived away Dec. 23. 
I'A’ery purchase amounting to 81 
entitles you to a chance at it. tf

Guitars, Banjos, Mandolins!
All kinds of strings and repairs 

at Basham. Shepherd & Co.’s.

Brain Leaks.
Honesty begotten of policy is 

dishonesty.
The church that reaches out is 

the church that brings in.
If you have the proper love of 

rosds you’ll not think of the 
thorns.

The pies that mother used to 
make tasted good the palates 
we used to have.

Man has two ears and one ton­
gue—a hint to listen twice be­
fore speaking once.

The man who will go hungry 
in order to buy a good book is a 
man worth tying to.

Some men pray “ lead us not 
into temptation’’ and then go 
right out looking for it.

The race is not always to the 
swift—it is often to the man who 
makes the quickest start.

Isn’t it a good thing we do not 
have to pay taxes on the value 
we set on the baby’s smile?

We are too prone to use sub- 
I traction when figuring our bless- 
I ings and multiplication when fig- 
j uring our somiws.— Maupin.

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un­

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let­
ter office .Ian. 1. When call­
ing for them please state adver­
tised.

Mattir  R . W it t , P . M. 
Boltner, R M 
Brooks, Lee 
Brown, Wm 
Burke, Sam 
Carter, Mrs Lizzie 
Gallemore, C A 
(jallemore, Chas 
Gates, Billy 
George, W T 
Gholson, ,Ino 
Holly, Miss Fthel 
Martin, J  F (2)
Mcalan, Blanch 
Mellon, Chas 
Pylant, Mrs Mary 
Subas, F'ierro (Mexican)

WANTED-KAITHFI L PEUSON toTKAVEL 
and superrliM» forcp of »alp*p<H)plo and make 
colleotlona for manufacturlnK houw. Straight 
Halar}' *30 a week and ejpenses. Salar>- paid 
weealy and expense money adranced. Previous 
expentmee unnecessary. lX)cal territory. Bus­
iness succ<‘asful. Position permanent. Enclose 
self-add Hissed envelop«-. Muperlnt«‘ndent, :12I 
Dearborn street, Chicago.

New T. A P. Schedule.
The following passenger sched­

ule is now in effect:
DAY TRAIN

No. 6, east bound,. ; .  11:51 a. m. 
No. 3, west bound,.. • 4 :55 p. m.

NIGHT TRAIN
No. 4, east bound,. . .  11:25 p. m. 
No. 5, west bound,... 4:15 a. m.

Dry goods, groceries, boots, 
shoes, hats, candies, nuts, or­
anges, apples, etc., at prices to 
please through the holidays. 
Call and see us.

Dennis Bros.

• • • • • • «
D on’t Lose Y o u r  H ead

when you see iome Cheap John Machine 
advertised at a “ Song and Dance’’ Price.
If you don’t see the Machine before yeu 
buy, you’re apt to get worst of the deal.

✓

T a K e  no C K a n ce s
Call and let us shov you the hJdredge 
“ B ,’’ the standard for ¡30 years. The Best 
is the Cl^eapest. The hJdredge “ B’’ is 
the Be.st. Ball Bearings. Latest im­
provements. Only 820.00. : : :

W . Brow ning C o.,
•  ' Sole Agents.

CATTLL INSPECTION f
will not tr(ii<.ble youp if you feed! 
them Bass’ Medicated Slocli Salt | 
right; there is a wrong way. |

If the Salt is given them in 
feed, so that each one is given 
his dose Teg.ilarly, in such quan­
tity that it^acts as a-, gen tie laxa­
tive, it is impossible that cattle 
or horses can have TICKS, LICF 
or BLACKLEG, and they will 
fatten much faster.

When Sait is left in the pa.sttire 
f(>r cattle to lick, they will not

always lick enough to make it 
satisfactory, unless very salt 
hungry.

If given all they will lick twice 
a week, cattle will take it regu- 
larly, and be free of ticks and 
blackleg.

We pay for feed and salt if 
cattle fed as directed by us are 
not free of ticks in two weeks.

Sold by
J. T. WARREN,

Merkel, Texas.

Hunt’s Cure is not a misnomer. 
It does cure itch, ringworm, ec­
zema, tetter and all similar skin 

I diseases. A wonderful remedy. 
¡Guaranteed. Price 25 and 50 
' cents.

Bass Bros. Drug Co., Abilene, Texas.

F o r Sa le  by B urroughs AJMann, Merkel, Tex.

The Mail gives all the news that ii worth reading.



THL FIRST NATIO NAL BANK,
/ \  OF MERKEL, TEXAS

> 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 < X > 0 o o <>o o o o o o o o o <>o o o o o o o o c k >o o </Oo o -o o o o o k >c' o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Capital, i ’plus and Undivided Profits 
Sharehola s’ Responsibilities Over

$ 65,000.00
$1,000,000.00
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We are [always in a position to take 
care of our ifriends and customers. We 
want your business and will treat you 
right and miVke it to your interest.

J. T. W A R R E N ,  P R E S ID E N T  
G. F. W E S T ,  V IC E - P R E S ID E N T  
GEO. S .  B ER R Y, C A S H IE R  
T. A. J O H N S O N ,  A S S T .  C A S H .

He Found a Cure. I
R. H. Foster, 818 S. 2nd Street 

Salt T.ake City, writes: “ I have
been bothered with dyspepsia or 
indigestion for 21 years, have 
tried many doctors without relief, 
but I have found a cure in Her- 
bine. 1 recommend it to all my 
friends, who are afflicted that 
way. and it is curing them, too.^’ 
50c at Burroughs A Mann’s.

CHRISTMAS DAY.

/

I f  i

H

Facts and Fancies of the Day Cele­
brated the World Over.

A SOUTHERN CHRISTMAS.

Sixty years ago skyrockets, 
Roman candles, and Chinese fire­
crackers were unknown in the 

^ou th . The same may be said 
of the Christmas tree outside of 

old Kpiscopal parishes. And 
still the boys of those early days 
made a deal of bother by the

*  bursting of hog’s bladders and 
the firing of shotguns at the break 
of day. The morning eggnog 
was seldom omitted in their ma­
tutinal festivities.

The old time negroes, the hap­
piest yeomanry of the world, were 
never refused their traditional 
Christmas dram. There were 
then no poorhouses, no charity 
hospitals, and the benevolent 
machinery of these degenerate 
days was unknown because was 
not needed.

• Country quiltings were all the 
rage in the rural «listricts, and 
when work was finished the 
neighboring fiddler was sum­
moned. After no little turning

and scrajiing the swains and their 
sweethearts stood up vis-a-vis in 
two lines. At the words, “ Set 
to your partners,’’ they footed it 
quite nimbly through the mazes 
of the Virginia reel—no stately 
minuet, no high-falutin german, 
but a rollicking movement that 
shook the floor until, as Burns 
puts it.

The roof and rafters a’ did dirl.
Those were halcyon days, the 

like of which is not .seen now­
adays.

winter frosts wbuld also protect 
the dwelling from harm.

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS.

Christmas was first kept as a 
holy day in A. D. 98, but for 
three centuries it was the most 
movable of festivals. The date, 
Dec. 25, was selected in the fourth 
century by a commission of 
theologians.

This is the heighth of therain^’ 
season in Judea, which makes it 
improbable that shepherds would 
be watching their flocks by 
night and that the stars would be 
visible. October is the month 
agreed upon by many investiga­
tors.

In its aspect as a religious 
celebration Christmas entered 
into a rivalry with the pagan fes­
tivals of the winter solstice in 
Rome.

Of these the most ixjpular and 
the most scandalous were the 
Saturnalia. Making allowance 
for the mercurial Latin temper- 
ment, the fathers of the church 
deemed it wise to give Christians 
an opportunity to make merry no 
less than their heathen neighbors 
and established the celebration.

accommodate the Yule log. 
Lighted on Christmas eve it was 

' a sign of good luck if it continued 
I to burn after dawn of Christmas 
! «Jiiy-

The custom of decorating 
' dw’ellings and churches with 
evergreens is a relic of pagan- 

■ ism.
It was transmitted to the Lii- 

glish races of today directly from 
the Druids of ancient Britain, 
who believed that if a house were 

! mantft^ in holly, laurel or bay 
the good sylvan spirits that loved 
those growths and kept them 

. green by protecting them from

Why should people make pres­
ents at Christmas? ’Tis a gra­
cious custom, subject to abuses, 
but what was its origin? Un­
learned piety, to investigate the 
matter, studies the New Testa­
ment and reaches the conclusion 
that the exchange of gifts sym­
bolizes the homage paid to the 
infant Jesus by the kings and 
wise men of the east.

But historians say that the 
early Christians exchanged gifts 
becauss their pagan neighlxjrs 
did.

To the mistletoe bough our 
I heathen ancestors attached the 
i greatest importance. The forest 
I yielded no more sacred emblem.
I The very oaks on which it grew 
] were hallowed.

No sfgnificanco belonged to 
; mistletoe from any other tree 
than the oak—and it may be 
found on the fir, the lime and the 
apple tree. The graceful para- 
sictic creeper with its pale berries 
symbolized the choicest blessings 
of the gods and was a defense a- 
gainst evil.

Tliere is nothing Christian in 
the Yule log, which has almost 
become obsolete in these days of 
steam heat and “gas logs.’’ It 
belonged to the Sa.xon feast of 
Jul (pronounced Yule).

The custom passed into Chris­
tian observance when the god Jul 
was forgotten and the barons 
made their hearths big enough to

............ - -JL 'J-.

Christmas carols were another 
, invention of the early church to 
offset the joyous license of 

• paganism. Song was an ex­
pression of rejoicing among the 
Romans.

Hence the making of pious 
canticles; simple in form, so that 
they might be sung by learned 

; and ignorant. Such is the origin 
of the custom which still lingers 

' in certain parts of Fngland, of 
' “ waits’’ going from house to 
house on Christmas eve and 
singing carols.

Only a Message.
One of the pleasantest, and 

often most appreciated remem­
brances we may send to our 
friends at Christmas time is also 
one of the least expensive and

See W. H. Dickson for Hsrdwsre.
Onward and Upward in my efforts to please the trade—this is my motto, and the 

many friends won for this store show how well I have succeeded.

LAN SING W AGONS 
OW ASSO B UGGIES

In this department I 
can certainly interest all. 
They are acknowledged 
leaders, and having han­
dled them many years I 
can recommend them as 
the BEST. Get others’ 
prices then come me. 
It will be money in your 
pockets.

I sell the famous Yellow 
Kid Disc Plow.

I handle the time tried Bement Farm  
Implements:

Plows, Cultivators, Disc 
Plows, Harrows, etc.

They are the best, and you can well af­
ford to come many miles to purchase such 
implements. They pay in the long run.

My prices are always right, and 
goods the best. Come and see.

BRIDGE and BEACH 
STO VES and RAN GES

They are decidedly the 
best. Find a man who is 
using a Bridge Jb Beach 
and you will find one who 
has a satisfactory article.

I have everything usu­
ally carrie<l in an up-to- 
date hardware store, and 
sell honest goods at hon­
est prices.

A full line of Single 
and Double Harness.

W . H DICKSON for HARDWARE

A man who is 1 
own interests will  ̂
paper, because he ge, 
news and useful inform, 
it that he can get nowhe, 

S T R O N G -M IN O e O  

up-to-date men also want a g 
general newfc )̂aper in order 
keep in close touch with the out-, 
side world. Such a paper is the 
Dallas Semi-Weekly News. A 
combination of the Merkel Mail 
and the Dallas Semi - Weekly 
News is just what the farmers in 
this section need in order to keep 
thoroughly piosted upon Local 
New’s, Home Enterprises, Per­
sonal Items, State News, Nation­
al Affairs, Foreign Matters. In 
short, this combination keeps the 
farmer and his family up to the 
times on information.

For SL.50 we will send the two 
papers one year—156 copies. 
The Farmers’ Forum in The 
News is alone worth the money 
to any intelligent Farmer or 
Stockman of this locality, to say 
nothing of other special features.

SUB SC R IB E NOW
W A N T E D -T R U S T W O U T IIY  LAUV OR UEN - 
tloman to nianaK'' in this county and
adJolniiiK territory for houae of aolld ffnanoUU 
HtandtnK. atruiKbt caah aaUry and eipenaea
i^ld each .Monday direct from headquartera. 
Kx^-n.se money advancHl: poaltion pormaoent. 
.\ddi>‘8M, Manager, «fi, Monroe Bid,;., Cblcaco.

most easily obtained. A pack­
age of jxj.stal cards—twenty-five 
in number— will carry a messaF '̂ 
of loving good will to U 
five friends, and will many 
comfort and cheer as no 
else will. I have, in my po 
sion, a large package of t 
Christmas messages, sent me 
friends, many of whom have 
passed beyond the Shadow, 
most of them are traced bi 
few words—perhaps but a lii 
these are from the very bi 
friends—t h e world’s worke 
Others are crowded with gt 
sentences, while on a few ai 
pasted tiny photographs of th 
senders. They are all treasure, 
as more pretentious gifts wouh 
be, and when I come upon them 
in overlooking my treasures, 1 
touch them tenderly, lovingly; 
for they seem so like the ont 
who wrote them. The “ feel” ot 
these bits of pasteboard is like a 
hand-clasp, and it thrills my 
heart with old, old memories, as 
nothing else can.

Did you ever think how much 
good a letter may do, both to the 
writer and the recipient? Noth­
ing quite fills the place of the 
spoken word, but letters bridge 
the space that absence lays be­
tween us, and the .written mes­
sage builds anew the friendly in­
terest which fades so fast, in the 
swirl and sweep of this twentieth 
century maelstrom.

Nothing so endears the absent 
children to the lonely parents as 
the love and solicitude implied in 
frequent letters, and few things 

I are more cruel than the dooming 
of these fond hearts to anxiety 
because of hindering interests. 
Too often, we let the dear old 
people toss about in a sea of im- 

I agined neglect, filled with anx- 
' ious broodings, because we write 
j no line to tell them that the world 
: has not yet swept between us 
j and them.

Do not neglect the friends, 
today. Send them the message, 
if only a few words, to assure 
them that, even in the hurry of 
the g a y  feasting time, the 

I thought of them is alive in your 
hearts. Especially send the 
message home to the loving 
hearts that linger there.—Se­
lected.

<
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A Complete Line of....
DRY GOODS, 
LADIES’ WAISTS, 
SKIRTS, JACKETS, 
HATS, CAPS, 
SHOES, etc.

Also a full line of Groceries 
as CHEAP as the Cheapest.

W e  wish to say that our stock is larger and mor&* #^:^Iete than 

ever before* One of the modern features of this store/,^4ling goods 

on their merits. W e  buy good merchandise to the bl m pt.ssible ad­

vantage, and sell it on a small margin of profit* W t/ d o  not offer 

premiums or discounts to induce buyers; instead, we ¡give increased 
values and lower prices* /

I
Our constantly increasing patronage proves our*a|SserÜons*

O. HAMILTON
Items From  Various Sources

RECTOR OF ST. LUKE’S,

Ashburnham, Ontario, Testifies to 
the Good Qualities of Chamber*
• . Iain’s Cough Remedy. 
Aahburnham, Ont., April 18, 

1IKI8.—“I think it i.s only ri^htthat 
1 should tell you what a wonder­
ful- e-ffect Chamberlain’s Cough 
Remedy has produced. The day 
»efoiv lOaster I was so distressed 

ei»hl and cough that I did 
nk to l>e able to take any 
the next day, as my voice

flmost clinked by the cough, 
fame day i received an or- 
irom YOU for a bottle of 
Cough Remedy. 1 at once 

fured a sample bottle, and 
about three doses of the 

ncino. To my great relief 
[cough and cold had complete- 

:/lisap{)eared and I was able to 
*ach three tirne.son Raster Day. 
now that this rapid and effect- 
cure was due to your Cough 

miedy. I make this testimon- 
1 without solicitation, being 
l̂ankful to have found such a 

fiodsent remedy. Respt. yours, 
I']. A. Langfeldt, M. A..

) Rector of St. Luke’s Church, 
. / ' f o  Chamberlain Medicine Co.

This remedy is for sale by Bur­
roughs & Mann.

S1,250.
J S French to C A Craven, 

lots 10 and 11, block 82, Merkel, 
S112.

C A Craven to T D Bruce, 
lots 10 and 11, block 82, Merkel, 
$95.

D C Hutcheson and wife to 
\V D Hutcheson, lots 1 and 2, 
block 10, Merkel, $150.

W D Hutcheson and wife to 
1) C Hutcheson and wife, 100 
acres, $1,760.

T A P R R to James R Mc­
Adams, lots 9, 10, 11, and 12, 
block ,‘18. Merkel, $240.

W G Swenson to M .1 and 
D C Hutcheson. 492 acres, $2,- 
990.

D C Hutcheson and wife to 
W D Hutcheson, 8‘20 acres, $1, 
100.

J S Bickley and wife to .1 N 
Shelton, 160 afres, $1,600.

R E Counts and wife to J B 
Hancock, block No 5, Merkei, 
$1,250.

T A P R R  h i J  A Adkissnn, 
lot 8, black .38, Merkel, 60.

Music.
Mr. Rollins, Misses flatten 

and Counts.
To take presents off tree.

Misses Grace Sheppard, Ollie 
Martin; Messrs. Jud Sheppard, 
Will Campbell.
To call off presents.

Will Calvert and Santa Claus. 
Doors open at 7 o’clock.

Ballard’s Horehound Syrup.
Immediately relieves hoarse, 

croupy cough, oppressed, rat­
tling, rasping and difficult breath­
ing. Henry C. Stearns, Drug­
gist, Shellsburg, Wis. writes. 
May, 20 1902: “ I have been sel­
ling Ballard’s Horehound Syrup 
for two years, and have never 
had a preparation to give better 
.satisfaction. I notice that when 
I sell a bottle, they come back 
for more. I can honestly recom­
mend it.” 25c, 50<* and $1.00 at 
Burroughs A Mann’s.

B u rto n - l^ing'o C o.,
Lum ber Deal ^rs.

A  full and complete line of Lum b­
er, Shingles, Sash, Doo s. Blinds, 
Brick, Lime, Cement, etc* , W e can 
save you money on any size bill*

J. 5 . BARNES, M’nV r.m
ELLIOTT & M II.LER

DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills, Pumps and Water .>upply Goods....

Revolution Imminent.

Gee whiz! See those diamond 
rlng.s at C.stick’s.

20th Century Club Program. 
.Ian. 10.
Roll call—Chiotations from Ten

I nyson.
Busines.s. -
Subject—Frank Norris.

■ • Study—The Pit. j
i ’riticism of hero—Mrs. .lohn-i 

son. I
• ■ Criticism of heroine— Mrs. I 

Hoople.
Round Table Talks.—Mrs. ■ 

Thurmond.
Gaining the Heights—Mrs. j 

I'ivans.
' 'Prrliamentary drill—Mrs. Ber- i 
' ry.

-Ian. 2.‘3. |
Roll call—<2uotaticns from The | 

' Ravens.
” Business.

■'^■'Subject—Edgar Allen Poe.
Sketch of his life—Mrs. Hair- 

'-field'
Reading—Mrs. Hamm.

A sure sign of approaching re - 1  

volt and serious trouble in' your 
system is nervousness, sleepless-' 
ness, or stomach upsets. Elec­
tric Bitters will quickly dismem-' 
ber the troublesome causes. Iti 
never fails to tone the stomach, j 
regulate the kidneys and bowels, j 
stimulate the liver, and clarify j 
the blood. Rundown systems| 
benefit particularity and all the | 
u.sual attending aches vani.sh un­
der its searching and thorough 
effectiveness. Electric Bitters is 
only 50c, and that is returned if 
it don’t give perfect satisfaction. 
Guaranteed by Rust A Pittard. 
Druggist. .

Tree Committeee.

J,-. The Woman who Grumbles— 
Mi"̂ . Pittard.

Parliamentary drill—Mrs. Hib- 
■ bett.

Deals in Realty.
I’he following land deals have 

Jicen filed f*>r record:
I. I'i .\dpaiii and wife to W P 

('•-imcr. Ini 12. block 19, Merkel,

The following committees have 
been appointed for the Christmas 
tree exercises at the Presbyterian 
church:
To get tree.

Mr. Thurmond, Mr Adrain.
To place tree.

Mr. Weir, Mr. Thurmond, Mr* 
Witt.
To receive presents.

Mrs. V. Martin, Misses Eva i 
Merchant, Berah Stallings, Anna 
Polk, — Berry; Henry Counts, 
Elmer Maxwell.
To label presents.

Misses Maggie Hatten, Valley \ 
Hill, Etna Diltz, Mrs. Rollins. !
To decorate tree. |

Mrs. Daniel, Mr. and Mrs. V. 
Harris, Mias Counts, Messrs. 
Hudson, Bacon, Adcock, Ernest! 
Maxwell.

Christmas Services.
Following is a program of the 

services to be held at the Pres­
byterian church Christmas morn­
ing at 11 o'clock :

Song—Lead by choir.
Scripture lesson—C. A. Evans. 
Song.
Prayer—A. A. Baker.

Song.
Scripture lesson—C. R. Hair- 

field.
Song.
Christmas observance—C. A.«

Evans.
Song.
Recitation—Mi.ss D u n c a n

Browning.
Recitation—Miss Neva War- 

nick. I «
Song.
Recitation—Miss Lucy Lee- 

man.
Select reading—Mrs. Pittard. 
Song.
Recitation—Miss Marguerite 

Howard.
Select reading—Miss Dilt?. 
Song.
Closing remarks—A. A. Baker.

j We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear; 
I Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort'
ment of pumps, piping from U to 2 in., i^in and galvanized; brass 

[cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 ^ -  We buy in car lots
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

Lost—Pair gold frame specta­
cles. Reward to finder. Return 
to this office.

Concerned Whei. Too Late.
It is reported that one of the 

murderous young bandits re­
cently captured in Chicago is 
willing to confess to several 
crimes if assured that the re­
wards will be paid to his mother. 
His concern for his mother is very 
considerably belated. How much 
better it would have been for 
both of them if the son had 
thought more of that mother’s 
welfare and happiness before he 
engaged in robbery and mur­
der. Any mother would prefer 
a good son to a fortune secured 
at that son’s honor.—Commoner.

»

is paved by

BUYING
THE
BEST

W e sell the Farrand Or­
gans, Mason & Hamlin, and

♦ others. Also a fine line of 
Pianos, nice line of Violins, 
Guitars, Mandolins; strings of 

4  all kinds.

Basham, Shepherd & Co.

Oft in the stilly night a rack­
ing cough doth rob us of that 
sweet sleep which nature seeks 
to give. Simmons’ Cough Syrup 
is an infalible cure; untroubled 
sleep and pleasant dreams it doth 
assure. Guaranteed. Price 25 
and 50 cents.

How to Succeed in Business.
Keep your liver in good comli- 

tion by using/Simmons’ Liver 
Purifier (tin/l^x.) It corrects 
constipation, cures indigestion, 
biliousnoss, stops headache, gets
yr

Jkmt ii wor
in the right place sof s

mile at your neighbor. I 4

7 .
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