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10 CONNECI WEST 
1EX.P0WER PUNTS

NO OIL NEWS OF AN Y
IMPORTANCE THIS W EEK ' cozy IHEAIliE TO lALSUP GOiOilSTEO 

OEMEDEONPAUOE^ IIOELING PAT NEFF
ARREST OF YOUTHS

SOLVES GAS THEFT

Getterai MaiutRer 
Public

of
Utilities Co. 

Announcement

W'e are unable to srive our 
readers any oil news o f interest 
this week. We understand that 
the work of drillinsr o\^ the iron 
in the bottom of the +Jland well

.\merican is progressing satisfactoriiilly, To be Steam Heated and Made Jury Assesses Maximum Fine of mobiles iii the residence distinct

Abilene, Jan. 12.— Discovery: 
of what is believed to have been 
a well organized business in the 
extraction o f gasoline from the 
tanks o f privately owned auto-

.Makes

Abilene, Jan. 6.— General Man

and that it is expected that this 
work will soon be finished, when 
actual drilling of the well will 
be i-esumed.

Out at the Stith well by the

Modern and Up-to-date 
Throughout

2,000 Dollars Against 
Temple Man

here was made last night in the 
arrest of two 16-year-old boys, 

'caught in the act of relieving a 
¡car o f its fuel.

The aiTests were made by J.

STORY “RICH MAN" 
W E A IJ  IS TOIL

“ Plug Blacksmith”  of Pierce, 
Neb., Has Attracted Much 
Attention in Many Parts

Omaha, Neb.— Here’s a ChristyManager Gioene of the Cozy Waco, Texas, Jan. 12.— Out' . ____________ ______ ___________
ager Hardgraves of American C. H. Oil & Development Co., we Theatre announces the comple- little more than three hours, a E. W’ ills, who, after repeated ex- mas story o f the richest man in 
Public Utilities Company which informed the ciew has been tion o f plans to more than jury in the County Court here penence of finding his car minus the world. He hasn’t much 
supplies the towms of Abilene, engaged for .some ten days in an double the present size of his in the case o f Fisher Alsup of its gasoline when he cranked up money and he runs a little black-
Merkel, Baird. Clyde, Cisco, An- effort to fish out several joints Theatre, including a larger stage Temple, charged with libeling in the morning, set an improvis- smith .shop in Pierce, Neb., but
son, Stamford and Hamlin with of casing, w'hich seems to be with basement room for modem Governor-Elect Pat M. N e ff of ed burglar alarm on his garage, he has a wife, a couple of child-
electricity, said Wednesday that Quite a difficult undertaking, steam heating and ventilating Waco, returned a verdict o f guil- consisting o f an electric bell in- ren, a good birddog, an old shot-
as soon as arrangements could However, it is hoped that this plant. 'The main auditorium will ty this afternoon, giving the de- stalled in his bed room connect-'gun, a pipe, a fii-st-class appe- 
be perfected the big $1,500,000 ">9 have been accomplished likely be more than twice its fendant the maximum of $2,000. ed to a battery and trip wires, tite and a good digestion, and
power plant which the company shortly and the drilling of the present size, including a steeper, Lon Curtis o f Temple, counsel When the bell rang last night he when he wrote a letter 'about
Hs building here will be connect- t̂ ®̂ t continued. floor incline and the installation for Alsup. said he would at once proceeded to his garage and them a short time ago he struck
od with the power plant o f the — — of pnvate family and paity box- file a motion for a new tnal. In found the young theives at work, a note so filled with contentment
Tex.na Utilities company at k .\NKS OF MERKEL present Interior decora- the event this is refused by 'T^iey were equipped^ with cans and good cheer that that letter
Sw^twater which supplies pow- . ELECT OFFICERS ideas will be carried through County Judge Giles P. Lester, the and rubber tubing 'and outside has been copied all over the 
e rA o r  a number o f other towns, , _______ out the new building. case will be taken to the Court stood the automobile in which world.
arW which the Oil Belt Power At the annual meeting of the present building is o f na- o f Criminal Appeals. .they did their hauling. ’The “ i wonder i f  you knew that
company o f Eastland-Ranger, stockholders o f the Faimei-s i* ' ® ^̂ ® are 24 The complaint against Alsup young men are now lodged in'one o f the richest men in the
'supplying power for Eastland, State Bank, o fthis city, on Tue.s- inches thick. The new extension followed an article signed by him jail. world was 14 miles north o f Nor-
Cisco, Ranger, Bi-eckenridge. day January 11. the following be built of the same mate-ial which appeared in a weekly pa-  ̂Residents throughout this part folk, right here in Pierce? That
Desdemona and numeituis other officers and dii-ectors were elect- thickness o f walls. Mr. per published in Temple last o f the city have been cornplain- man is the writer. I am just a 
>il field towns. ed for the ensuing year: Gi-oene stalled teams hauling October. |ing i-ecently o f gasoline thefts common “ plug blacksmith,” ) but

By means of the connection Officere: T. J. Toornks, Pres- week, anf* expects to Alsup was tried here in Decem- from their cars,
xtically all o f the small and ¡dent; Vive-President R.L.'Bland complete the work luring the ber, the jui-y being unable to a-

lai*ge towns o f Central West and John Seal's; Cashier, coming summer. 'Inis will un- gree at that time. He was a
Texas and the oil lielt will be i». o. Anderson; A.ssistant Cash- doubtedly give Merkel ond of the candidate for Superintendent of
strung on h i^pow er lines with ¡ers, F. Y. Gaither and W. L. largest and most modern show Public Instruction on the Ameri-
three centr*̂ *̂  producing plants, niltz Jr. Directore: Dr. M. Arm- house o f any town its size in the can Party ticket last November.
'Th#v «vs* will extend fiom strong. T. J. Toombs, H. H. »outh, and we say hats o ff to .

BAPTIST CHURCH AN- 
NOUNCEMEN’TS

Sunday School 10 a.m. with a 
place for all. We have driven

oh! how rich.
 ̂ “ I go to my Iaboi-8 each moi-n- 
ing, work until noon, go to din­
ner, return at 1 p.m. and work 
until 6 o’clock. I enjoy the great 
cst o f all blessings, good health. 

Rockefelle»* would give all he
east to p io r a ^  Toombes. R. L. Piopst, John the progressive spinted manager j  m a SON R ETl'RN S  FROM both the other conte.sting schools Vos^essofi in money and holdings 
1 will be prob- Sears^R, L. Bland and R. O. FORT S'TOCK'TON OIL FIELD  from the field and we are still stomach, but can’t have

mteiconnected Andxrson. r \ l  i s K IW T O N N  RE- * _______ __ i.;__ ___________j-.. »t.nteiconnected Andxrson. CALLS BLAN'TON’S RE-
Vest T e x ^ ; ^  A t the Fanners & Merchants M ARKS “ hXK)LISHNES,S

^ex^aded'on January 6th, the following _______
jmU operacM elec elections took place: President.

‘Each day sees something ac-

that few .
lie plants in towns of 10,000 in- j .  t . 
abitants paid a dividend 

leclared the day had come 
^■entralization o f electric 
producing stations had 
essential. The company, he rep- Directors: J. T. Warren, Geo, 
i-esents is building a number of p. West. Henry James. L. R. 
**iese superjxiwer plants, one of Thompson, and Booth Warren. 

>h is aX Tulsa, Okla. .

Washington,

making better grades than while
J. C. Mason retureed yester- they were contesting with us. . , • t. ^

—  day from a visit o f several days Our superintendent has written ®'®*'y
Jan. 12.__Char- Stockton, where he thor- the State Sunday School Secre- * ‘ ®®’ * "*^'®

SOME BALL GA.ME

t

sentative Knutson o f Minnesota, »^ort time ago a gusher at 96 make better ....... ...... tLat
Republican “ whip.” addres.sed ^as brought in by the Grant day than ever before. Remem- 
th i h m .« on ,ho a itiv i.ie , o f tho «¡1 Company, M.', Mnaon ,o- bor gotUn,- thoio OV0.7 Sunday iS L  ^
Texa.>; member a few days ago new derncks going ^ in ts  more than any other one ®
in opposing an appropriation for lielieves that with- item. Next a studied lesson - him^plf
inaugural expenses. «  "hort time much activity counts thirty on youl- grade.

--------  i VMren repi-esenUtive Campbell will be going on there. Then bringing your Bible, stay- J *  ' ;
Th . “ prettiest” game of the of' Kansas ; sked that Knut.son’s ,  H® ^^eat faith in the ing for pi-eaching, and getting 'J  J  ;

tor «ystom of light and power aea-soT, wan played last Friday P * »^ ; suicken fmm the “ ‘L l lh e r^ ^  ií'n ?e “ "c o í; !  h é lo T a 'k e""!/ ^  ™ h «. "  take my old shotgnn in
■••ill result, he declares. In a afternoon when the teachers of |W>id. Blanton obiwted. jpying rasaw.««* season and'ramble through fields

woods and tangle in search of 
the elusive cottontail, teal and 
mallard with my faithful old 

. pointer at “ heel” (now past 11 
was y®»’"» old), and he is as happy

the connection of the three 
i- power producing plants of 

West 'Texas under the plan out­
lined by Mr. Hardgiaves a bet-

power plants his company
been losing money in We.st-Tex- nervous systems that they were
as for more than thi-ee yeare. for a time “ hilarious.”  inaugural reremonies.

'The $1.500,000 plant being Miss Sutphen’s motto was “ hit contends that his objection, with 
nt here ha.s been delaved sev- the ball no matter what else is the aid of four other democrats
ai'months by non-delivei-y of stuck along with it.”  resulted in saving an exj^nditure

impoiiant machinei-j'. A mam- The game was being peaceful- o f $4f»0.0‘>0 <or an “ orgy here.
moth condenser is expected to ly played until the referee was -  — --------
arrive shortly. The concrete forced to call “ time out”  to set-
amok est^Jc here co.st $15,000 tie the dispute caused by Miss 
alone. /Die company also found Whorton getting over the line

eot Harding for calling o ff the f^® f̂ ‘®*<f f̂*® l>onefit o f what he with us. At the moniing ser
Blanton *‘ *'®'*' about same. vice a free will offering wn*

taken to help relieve the .staix-

METHODIST CHURCH

as I when on the hunt. 'Tlien, 
ing millions in Interior China "hen I get back oh, how good 
and in Southera Europe. The eve^thing does taste

ill when rounded «m “Then when night has .spread
its mantle over this good old

B. Y. P. I . PROGRAM OKPing. come and heail a n m « ' » » t  Sunday cm  bviiig an of- 
m re  enough ringing. Sea.“

; u % r Z . t o  S ,  d. "  S n erM  a, « ; ; ^ o n  w o «  a N a  The fc.l.c-ving p,og,-..n wiU be '  ^  ' '„J  „  b r i h l 2 ” '^ !? ^  ^
r  A aaZ n ce  waa given 8 tennia ahoe ahe contended A t the njo.ning hour f
1 plant would be elected that only the shoe waa over the BA .P . l . at 3 o clock Su ay , 1,^ subject will be "The Great- ' g u e »  .
ly aa material, machine- line and that a line foul should Union Resource o f the Church" and ®“ i i “ fh?eTOninv ^ u r  we had in < ^ w i
labor could be seeured. not have l*en called against he.-, "Pth the m g^.zat.on o f a Umon at the evening hour "Jewela that _ . a la  w . terial w.

:ora.

the company’.« plant All during the game. Misses ^  „
.  ̂ ver for Abilene. Dry and Herring felt that they Congnessional Singing.

^  Hamlin. Merkel and were being run over because P ‘‘»>®i** 
iTord. i-eceiving elecf.ical they were so small. deader. Miss Ruth Boden
lort from the plant at Siam- As soon as the whistle blew lesson and i t

for time out for the last half. IT"' ^eadei.

Sunday .School at 10 o’clock I'* "
promptly with the chi^ren in throHe” - «i^iverse I settle down in a good
charge o f the ainpng ..at th. -^ ^ » ,

roll into lied and never 
ind until the beautiful 
another day, 
did you say? Well, T 

Dollars? Not many. You 
about RICHES, not m.a-

one bright profession which we ’^*,1̂ *. - . . . .
hope is the beginning o f a great . ">P “ " ’ 7 «
revival that will bring many to to so hte that 1 inay have oo re- 
the Lord jgrets for having lived, when the

The b '.Y.P.U. has planned to tune oomes for me to shuffle o ff 
. Vt.lv;« t.ftm.nnnn this mort.-.l coil. and I hope by

on the 
through

adora Christianity.
Prayermeeting Wednesday at 

7 p.m. Choir practice the same 
evening at J* o'clock. Our Jun­
ior League meets every Sunday

MISSIONARY SOCIETY

7T.C ^ d lca  Mia»iona,y i^ ie -  ■, & lo. Mr-. L. B, Howard,
ty met in a social meeting Wed- j-*  ̂ The pui-pose o f our time, H. Hoi
n^dav afteraoon at the home of ‘ ^^e Teaff.
'f r * .  E. N. Teaff. E ight^n of Redeeming of Time, N. Hancock

nembers were present, five „.g, ,uniored by some Quartette airanged.
fra. Meeting opened with a ^ad used Conclusion, Bro Ira. L. Pairack. ^ ^

T  « iZu  A ^  go to Nubia Sunday afteraoon. ^nis moi uu t-u... h..u i 
,ift''i'noon at 3 o clock and the __„k....a.i. 9 «n .  that time to have accumulated

enough dollai’s that myself 
mine may not be objects o f

Building the Bible Class" will . J h i ’  i* ">y »F “  |
be given at this time. , ™>> !

Ladies meeting Tuesday 2 MO. niore than I do he be en-
Prayermeeting Wednesday at 7- '  tov h,s 'Jb kjnd-
•«n nm ®'̂ t logards, ED\N .AKD J. MhY-

■ ERS.”

a very helpful service and we 
give all a very cordial invitation 
to join us in this part o f the 
worohip. W’e have our new .seats 
oi-dered for the choir and in

cr by Mrs, Campbell after  ̂
h Bro. Panack read the 14

and tricks by which they O^KJ^uiMtion of Union, conduct- those who join

^ p t e r  of Mark and made a very springtime when the
interesting and h ^ fu l talk on
th* sub,iect..“ She has done what bouquets would have
she H® been r»ve.i to tho players who .so
ph,.«r«d  the fact that the doing .j^biy deserved them. ;
o f little things are great in the

We feel sure that had ®*̂  ^
us in

T.* X ('(»LIsECTOR RECEIVES 
AI TO SEALS FOR 1921

the song seiance. We had just 
about a capacity house at both 
services last Sunday, but come 
to chureh, we will make i-oom 
for you and try in some way to

:30
Come and find a place to seive 

and woi-ship at any o f these ser­
vices. Ira L. Panack, pastor.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

LEAGUE PROGRAM

For Sunday January 16, 
at six p. m. United States of 
America, Merkel, Texas on eai’th

Kingdom of God. Jesus would 
•i'-ve us be humble and faithful 

the doing of little deeds of 
dPeas and love. We also had

GINNING NOTICE

_ _ i _  ror you ana try m some way to All the regular sei-vices Sun-
I). T. Harkridor. Tax Collector to <j3y ^Vg sure were glati to have I^Acme ”
r Ti y l  r County, announces y®'*' • M. Murrell, pastor. jui increased attendance last Sun- __M u ^ v  Thomas.for l i y i  r uouiiiy, luiiiuunces '  »ui iiu;i«»at:u *tnA:iiuiuik;c o«..- Lg^^gp__Murphv

that th .Ainomobile Seals for —  day in Sunday Schtwl and hope Prayer Song.'
-------- 1921 h.ivc a*-rivid and he expect* The Stucco building foim eiiy it may continue tx increase. All ¿ Standai

My gin w ill be iunning every nil o ne. - o f care to register occupied by^the {Commercial Mo- welcome to worship with us. Leader
gidbal music furaished bv'Mr*, day this month, will have no set ^m e o the yeai*1921, not later tor Company, has been convert- Sunday afternoon at 3:30 o‘- to h *fi

H e^ rd . Hot chocolate .and fruit days. I have reduced the price than Jnmiar>' 20, ed into a cotton warehouse, and clock services at Compere, at League by Chester
Ker.'ed by the Hostess was of ginning to $5.00 per bale. is now ready to be filled with which time we wijl t^ e rv e  the
n’uch enjoyed by all present Bring me your cotton. Highest Mrs J T  Warren Merkel (Cotton

Those not present missed a treat price paid for seed siunpie and spending the week in Company
-IVr*s Reporter. (Turnout guaranteed at—  it

If . P. HAMM GIN.

Ware- Ixiixl’s Sutler, 
t f Pastor.

C. C. Dooley,

IS- $1.00, Ray!
Egg* to A ^ .

I “ What Merkel League 
have a Standard Leg 

Ilxirena Dr>%
lillftege i»f the foiTner’s father. Mrs. L. B. Owen o f Iowa Pgrk,’ Mr. and M i». Ow s m  are Reading by Mary &»► 
and gfh * this time.'w'e learn is here for a iHflt lO ^  ^06 the happy pew tei of g  tounc- Rusi

Jolie* *'* indeed. Owen an * '  !<••» firl, born on the 12th. Lcag«

Abiierie. account of the serious«

/



STATEM ENT OF CONDITION

THE FAHIHERS SIAIE
Merkel, Texas December 29th, 1920

\
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RESOURCES

Loans and Discounts................... $625,476.43
Banking H ouse.............................  7,850.00
Furniture and F ix tu res .............. 5,200.00
Bonds and War Savings Stamps .. 8,301.11
Asst, and Int. Guaranty Fund. . . .  4,068.79
Cash and Exchange.....................  192,724.78

$843,620.11

LIAB IL IT IE S

Capital Stock .............................  $50,000.00
Suiplus F u n d .............................  50.000.00
Resei-ved for ta x e s .....................  1,263.46
Undivided P r o f i t s .....................  12,717.05
Deposits......................................  689,304.16
Rediscounts ...............................  40,335.44
Bills payab le .........................  None
Other BoiTowed M on ey .......... None

$843,620.11

ONLY G U AR AN TY FUND BANK 
IN MERKEL

SAFETY AND SERVICE

THE BE8|r IS GOOD ENOL^SHE8|T

A  great profes.sor o f litera­
ture in a lecture to his class one 
day made the enigmatical state­
ment that “ the best is good 
enough.”  What he meant was 
that the best in literature can be 
obtained just as cheaply and 
easily as the trashy kind; that, 
therefore, it is common sen.se to 
read only the best. The same 
is true with the use of seeds and 
stock, in a modified foi-m.

By using a pure cotton seed of 
long staple, many fanners in the 
Southwest have been able to get 
from $10 to $25 a bale more than 
the irneighbors on the 1920 crop. 
A t the same time they have 
made more pounds per acre and 
obtained a greatei- percent of 
lint.

Stockmen by using the best 
blood lines o f the best breeds 
have been able to get a profit 
while those growing .scnibs have

lost heavily during the slump in 
prices. The breeder of the best 
has made money while his neigh­
bor across the road^has lost.

A  farmer in Seminole county 
Oklahoma, hits made corn and 
had some to .sell every year he 
has been in the state. His neigh­
bors have had to buy corn ap­
proximately half the years. He 
began using good seed and has 
bred the seed up. He is now 
using the best.

By using better seed the wheat 
fanners have obtained yields far 
above that o f their neighbors us­
ing poor seed; Koffir core grow 
ers have had the same experi­
ence; peanut grewers and others

W'hile the best in the seed line 
and in stock line will cost more 
initially, they will pay more in 
the end. “ The best is good 
enough.”— Fann & Ranch.

Don’t buy Coal until you see 
A. L. Jobe. 7t2c

T. J. TOOM BS................... President
JOHN SEARS............Vice President
R. L. B L A N D ............Vice President
R. O. A N D E R S O N ............ Cashier
F. Y. G A ITH E R .......... Asst Cashier

A FEW SPECIAL BARGAINS
IN F A R M S

No better investment can be made. Look over our 

listinjis and let us show you the property. 

B a rg a in s  also In T o w n  P ro p o rty
I

Fire Insurance
Remember we wripht fire insurance on 

town and country property.

AND ON COTTON

Merkel Realty Co.
W. 0. BONEY W ALTER JACKSON

CREDITr
m !

IS BUSINESS 
CONFIDENCE

( a n  a c c o u n t  / f ‘ R C

N/IL ^ £ L P )
* J

Somebody is always deposit­
ing your money in the bank.

I 8 it you who are saving part 
o f your income and putting it 
where it will work for your bene­
fit?

Or is it all slipping through 
your fingers into the pocket and 
bank account of some one who 
appreciates its value more than 
you?

A savings account with us will 
solve that problem.

N

\v«

\

/
T H C  b a n k  T H A T  B A C K S  TH E  F A B M E V

<^E O tR A l Bf Stt»vr5>; ettestofff- sytTtM I
'S. i  ^  r i m

n e r k e l Texas;

irítí ßwtsT rfce
- J*ßHS. t n i

L R ThÔ PSOK CßSrUEK reVTorrever a ßSs-'

PUTTING IT  BY

/
4

By Sue Thoreton I
T!ie moon had just ri.sen and | 

Wits ca.sting it ’s misty radiance' 
'over a sleepy and peaceful world 
below. I

Down in the meadows which; 
skirted the field.s o f a lai'ge farm  ̂
house were the haunts o f a thou-1 
.sand things. Fiogs wore hopping 
about the dampened earth. A : 
rabl)it here and there bravely lis-! 
toned to the dares o f his enemie.s j 
and burrowed through the long' 
gnis.ses seeking his mate. The 
wa.s interrupted in the midst of 
his prattle. A treading sound 
wa.s heard. Presently the figure 
o f  a man appeaiod.

now or never”  he mutter­
ed. Slowly he walked on toward 
the house growing more careful 
4is he went.

When he reached the bare his 
heart was thumping so lowdly 
that he was afraid o f being dis­
covered.

Presently an a.ssiired voice 
close bv caused him to stand 
still. “ Elmore.”

“ Here Claiice.”
As the girl came up to where 

Elmore was standing, she drop­
ped her suitcase whieli hit with 
a  thump.

Elmore grasped her in his 
arms, “ You will soon be mine 
Clarice.”

“ Oh dear I feel so queer. What 
will dad think?”

“W'e mu.st leave that to the 
future, dear, in the mean time 
we had better be traveling. Are 
you already to go Clarice? We 

go right over in the lane 
hi., o f your father's field.

“ Yes I am ready. The family 
are all asleep.”

“ You are perfectly willing to 
this Clarice?”

“ O f course, you siHy boy. Dad 
will be angry for a while, but I 

’ ** will soon get over it.
' f they climbed into 
d were soon on their

r
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our hat o ff when the 
the national anthem 

. you anything with 
unleu you pay your

The Brown D.6. Company
-  FINAL LOWEST PRICE REACHED -

Yard - wide Brown Sea Island Domest. Outings Brown C a n t o n

Domestic . . . . . . 1 2 M c yard wide_____ 18c 15 c and 25 c Flannel._______ 20 c

Yard-w ide Bleached Domestic, special a t.............................................._.20c

Full 9-4 bleached Sheeting, extra at..........................................................44c

Great bargains in 36-inch Percale 45c grade 

n o w ................... .................................. 25 c

Ginghams Cut Half. They are going fast 

now a t................................. 1 5 , 2 0  and 25 c

M en's Suits at slaughtered pricee........................ $ 1 9 .6 5 ,  2 3 .7 0 ,  3 4 .8 6

X 
X

\  Sure Sign
“ Are you superstitious?" as> 

ed Topley o f his neighbor.
“ Well, I don't know,”  re 

Winston. “ Give me a cos», 
deal with,”

> “ Suppose a dog stood howling 
Ion your doorstep at midnight,”  
explained Tojriey, “ would you 

'regard it a sure sign o f death?”  
I A grim look shone in the other 
'man’s eyes. “ Yes, I should— if  
jthe dog stayed long enough.”

The Hick.H Weather Book 1921
This famous and unique booV 

is now ready. The 1921 editl»̂  
is the best yet; contains all the 
old popular and many new fea- 

^ itu res . It is worth its weight in 
w ig o ld  to those whose occupations 

!or pleasure trips, are affected by 
jthe weather. The predict* 
¡storeis. ̂ toreadoes, hit
'floods and earthquakes 
'maiwel of accuracy.

Price by mail, TO cents 
same publishers also issu 
monthly magazine, '

Njjgg ' Woi*wk, a family magu...
I the .weather forecast as a te.

Sheep lined Coats and moleskin Vests, 

$22.50 values now.............................. $ 1 1 .2 5

All wool pants cut to 10 per cen t..............

......... ........................... .....Less Than Cost

Blankets and Comforts, your choice.................. ...............H A L F  P R I C E• *

Shoes, Shoes, • Shoes, all g o a t ........................ ............. Cost and Less

Ladies Coats and Suits, your choice.................................. H A L F  P R I C E

Th is  Sale ends February 15th. Seeing is Believing

XXXK

ing feature. Subscription pr 
o f word and Works is $1.6(  ̂
yeai‘ with the Hicks Almanac to 
each subscriber. Send orders to 
The Hicks Almanac and Publish 
ing Co., 3401 Franklin Ave., $t. 
Louis, Mo. ^

F R l lT  TREES, SHRUBS, v 
EVERGREENS. ROSES

<

XXXK

The Brown D. G. Company
duality Merchandise

X

A fine stock of fine treet 
sure bearing sorts selected k 
o f seventeen hundred varioti. 
w have tested since our firat 
Texas orehard was planted in 
1858. (Nureeiy e.stablished in 
1875.) Peach, Plum, Pecans, 
Ben’ies, etc.

Our stock of Evergreens, 
shades, and hardy ornamental 
shrebs is unequaled. Let u* 
make your home grounds beat 
tiful forever. Pl.'^nts and suj 
gestionV made for grounds Uurĝ  
or small.

We can use more salesmen and 
I saleswomen, temporaiy or per­
manent, local or general. Cata­
log free. We pay express.
THE AUSTIN  N irR »W » '' 
RAM SEY & SON.É----- ^
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H RISTMÄS
HAS COME AND DONE

€|( And the New Year is with us with its many 
changes, but the Merkel Garage has made but few 
changes, all of which are calculated to render our 
patrons better service. We have turned our me­
chanical department oyer to Messrs. Joe Reidenbach 
and Len Sublett, both of whom are well known to 
be among the best mechanics in West Texas. They 
are amply able to care for all your mechanical 
wants. They make a specialty of Electrical and 
Generator work. Infact, they propose^ to give you * 
good and efficient work on a

STRICTLY CASH BASIS
fH Mr. 0. B. Barnes has charge of the front end, 

such as Oils, Gas, Accessories, in fact, anything in 
the Automobile line.

We ^ e  running all of our business on an 
absolutely CASH BASTS.

€}] If you are looking for SERVICE and SATIS­
FACTION come to see us. We are open early and 
late-Sunday and all. If you need service, such as 
‘‘pulling in,*' starting car, etc., phone 123.

R t m t m b t r  o u r w a tc h  w o r d — “ S c rvle o  and S a tis fa c tio n .**

M E R K E L  G A R A G E
ROS9 FERRIER H. L. PROPST

IIB  woman with 
brown eyes was 
(rasing medita­
tively out of the 
window at the 
people hurrying 
through the fall­
ing snow with 
their Christmas 

■ bundles.
“ Y o u  a r e  

thlnklngt“ h e r  
busbund suggestr 
ed.

“About Cbrlst- 
nuis. that’s all.“

“ We have left undone the things that
we—’’

“Not this time, my dear. Merely 
about everybody In the world.”

“ No one could call you narrow 
minded 1”

“People hare the right spirit about 
it.”  she explained. “They are so full 
of good will toward men that they try 
to do too much— t̂hat’s the trouble! 
You aee, moat of us and our good In­
tentions are hampered by average sal­
aries and moderate strength.”

"Pve noticed IL"
"Wo want to give to everybody. We

want our boroes auperscrupuloualy tidy. 
We plan festivities which require new 
party clothes for the whole family, 
extra special cooking and preparation 
for guests.

“Then we set about doing these 
things. At first it goes well and we 
enthuse. The common, everyday affairs 
interfere and complicate matters.

“At the beginning of Christmas week 
—with many frills deleted—we find 
ourselves growing tired, awfully tired. 
But we see that it’s irapoasible then to 
stop and rest. That’s where the strain 
begins. We feel compelled to finish 
what we’ve started and to carry the 
program through to the last Item of 
baying, making, packing and shipping.

“ Cnexpected demands internipt. 
Then the strain begins to tell on our 
nerves. Perhaps we don’t say anything 
for fear of spoiling Christmas for the 
others, but In opr ht-arts we wish man­
kind bad kept Christmas free from this 
sort of thing.

“ When Christmas day comes we are 
too weary to bother about the true 
meaning of it all or to take very keen

IT  IS ALW A YS  A PROBLEM TO 
F l ’RNISH THE HOME

Our experience is at your deuposal i^, 
this connection.

We believe we can take from your shoul­
der» one-half the i*esponsibiIity and worry, of 
pioper selection.

We know you will be pleased, dolijfhted 
with our service and suggestions.

r i/ f íN  A H o o s p  /Atro a  a/o /^e

D â r s e i f  C a
F U l t K i l T U i V r

P H O N E  196 /'Í£ÑH£L,7e x AZ

HIGH SCHOOL NOTES 

By Sewell Harwell

V I
%

AS»*

The students began working a-j 
gain on January' 3rd. Both the] 
students and teachei-s wei-e very' 
optomistic over the outlook for 
the remainder o f this year. No 
doubt, that a great part of this 
working spirit was due to the 
two weeks o f holidays.

On December 11, 1920 the seni 
ors gave an interesting and in­
structive program. A  paper giv 
ing some interesting and amus­
ing Christmas origins, was read 
by Loyce Di*y. Mae Biedleman 
gave "Sunday’s lonesome for a 
little fellow,”  by Annie Chase. 
.Then Mr. Thompson who had 
bwn chosen to represent the 
senior class made the pupils real­
ize their need to become real 
men and women, and want to 
give their best to the world.

On the aftemoon of December 
17, 1920, the Primary Depart­
ment gave to an interested audi­
ence a most delightful Christma.s 
entertainment.

On Saturday December 18th, 
the teachers o f Taylor and Shack 
elford counties met in the fiis t. 
sesssion o f institute in the Audi­
torium of the Central Ilihg 
school building of* Abilene. Dur-1 
ing Saturday and the first four; 
days of the following week the 
teachei*s were entertained by a 
program given by students of 
A. C. C. and Simmons and were 
instructed by lectures given by 
Superintendent Green of Abilene 
Mr. Dahoney of State Depart-] 
ment of Instruction. Mr. Burgess 
of Merkel, Miss Stalfus of the 
Department o f Extension of the 
University o f Texas. Mr, Sewell 
o f A. C. C.. Miss Puru County 
President, R. L. Marquis, of Sul 
Ross hormal, and many others.

The State In.spector of Public ■ 
Schools who visited our school 
January 4, made a most favor­
able report. As one of the teach­
ers put it, he even complfn.ented 
the janitor.

The Senior Boys Basket Ball 
Team has not been defeated up 
to the present date. The first 
■•-jne was won by an easy count.

, 0 ^ ..

the next was Torteitetl to Merkel 
the third will be played here Jan. 
14. With your support there is 
a chance for the State Champ­
ionship.

The Senior Girls Ba.vket Ball 
team is yet undefeated. Mr. 
Burgess o f Merkel and Couch 
Shotwell of Abilene met and 
set an official schedule for the 
Girls Basket Ball team. You will 
see some worth while games 
fi’om these girls.

This statement was made in 
histoiy. Give the direct causes 
o f the Revolution.

Pupil: “ One was the Boston
Tea party given in honor o f the 
English, A good time was en­
joyed by all, each declaiing it 
to be the most pleasant time 
spent in his life. Boxes of tea 
were given as favors by the 
hostess, who was dressed in In­
dian garb, to each of the guests 
as he left. The answer to an­
other question i*ead like this:

When Sir Burgoyne found

that to win was as much a prob­
ability as the Kaiser’s coming to 
America for rest, he ¡»imply sur­
rendered. Motions wei’e made 
that he sun-ender. It maiked 
the turning point o f the war .so 
quick that half of them died of 
heart failui e. It broke the'mor­
al of the British A iiny too.

(¡IN N IN G  NOTICE

My gin will be running every 
day this month, will have no .set 
days. I have itduced the price 
of ginning to $5.00 per hale. 
Bring me your cotton. Highest 
'price paid for seed sample and 
Tumout guaranteed at—  It 
!F. P. HAMM GIN.

I f  the wai’ had not been won 
in 1918, what would have been 
your income tax for 1920? Pay 
it with thankfulness.

Sugar lOV^c, Ray at Blair, t f

IS YOUR HEALTH
eRADUALLY SUPPINfi?

Interesting Experience of a  Texas Lady Who Declares That if More 

Women Knew Ahoat Cardui They Would Be Spared 

Much Sickness and W orry.

NavasoU, Texas.—Mrs. W . M. Peden, 
of this place, relates the following interest­
ing account of how she recovered her 
strength, having realized that she was 
actually losing her health:

“ Health is the greatest thing in the 
world, and when you feel that gradually 
slipping away from you, you certainly sit 
up and take notice. That is what I did 
some time ago when I found myself in a 
very nervous, run-down condition of 
health. I was so tired and felt so lifeless 
I could hardly go at aH 

“ I was just no accoont for work. 1 
would get a tMicket o l water and would 
feel so weak I would have to set it down 
before I felt like 1 could lift it to  the sbclf. 
In this condition, o f course, to do even 
my housework was a task ahnoM hn- 
possibfe to aocompUah.

"I was . . . nervous and easily upset

I couldn’t rest well at night and was . . .  
just lileless.

“ I heard of Cardui and after reading ? 
decided 1 had SQi.ie female trouble tl>:<t 
was pulling me down. I sent for Cardui 
and began it. . .

“ In a very short while after i began l!u 
(^ d u i Home Treatment I saw an hn- 
provenrenl and it wasn’t long until I w 
all right—good appetite, splendid re^t 
and mtich stronger so that I easily did id:- 
house work.

“ lA lcr I took a bottle ol Cardui as a 
tonic, lean recommend Cardui and glad­
ly do so, for if more women knew, it 
would save X great deal o f worry and 
sickness.”

The enthusiastic praise o f thousands ol 
other women who have found Cardui 
helpful should convince you that tl is 
worth trying. All druggists sell i t

J. n

Gazing Maditatiwty Outef th« Window.

pleaviiiv in tht> result* of uur haok- 
l>ri>ukinK work, much Ic.ss tu go out uiid 
lu->ur beautiful music and uplifting ner-
U1VU8.”

•Tve always wondered why women
attempt so much.”

“Because overylKxty does. And If 
one poor, lone, sensible woman sits 
down and flatly refuses to kill her'clf 
working for Ohristmus, her family and 
frbnds will think she Is a quitter—a 
social slacker.”

“ Well,”  suggested her husband, “ why 
not let the rich people have all the 
fiisN and feathers, and let those In 
ine<lium cirnimstances realize they 
can’t keep up that paceT*

“You don’t understand,” said the 
woman with the brown eyes; “as long 
ns rich folks do it, those less able will 
strain to do likewise. That’s why the 
wealthy people will have to see the 
trend and institute a change.

"In place of so many mere ‘presents’ 
we must give sueh things ns love, cour­
age, kindness and generous Impulses— 
things which our present physical ami 
mental strain forbids. Throughout the 
r**« of the year, df any one felt in­
clined to send a regnl.-ir gift to a 
friend or relative, that could be done 
•very easily aqd the recipient would 
know It was a voluntary, not a com­
pulsory, remembrance.”

"It's a great Idea." said the brown­
eyed woman’s husband, cheerfully. “ A 
bit of ■̂̂■lll alTecllon In place of soirio 
Ilf the monstrosities now exchanged 
would be n great Improvement.”

“ Y«iu enn make fun If you want to,”  
she replied, “but when the world 
vakes up to the r<»al meaning of Christ- 

man—and the war I  believe has helped 
to wtke It up—you’ll see the effect 
spread over the entire year. Then 
the first of -Tanuary won’t be asso­
ciated with hills and pills, but with 
the genuine eagerness to live the next 
12 months better than those preced- 
Inff."

“ In the mesnttne.”  sighed ker h i »  
hand drsmatically. “ I hope you haven’t 
hought me another smoking Jacket”

“That reminds met”  said the woman 
with the brown eyas. “ I haven’t time 
to be aittinx here talking. Aad It won’t 
be any of your affair until tomorrow 
morning, anystay.”  —  Chicago Dally 
News.

PRETTY LEGEND OF CHRIST GIVE THE PEOPLE * 
CHANCE

Old-Folk Tale Relates That Stare 
Danced and Birda Sang on Day 

of His Birth.

When the child of Nsr.nreth wn* 
born the sun. acconllng to the Kosnlnn 
legend, “ lea|wd Inl the heavens ami 
the Klara nnmnd It danced. A i^ence 
cpiiie over mountain and forest. Kveii 
the rotten stump stood straight an<l 
healthy on the green hillHlde. T'le 
gniKH WHS befiower«'«! with open bio*. 
seiiiK. Iiiceii'«e sweet as myrrh p«»rvnd- 
ed upland and foreHt, birds sang on 
the innnntnin top mid all gave thanks 
to tin* great CimI,”

It is naught (lilt an old-folk tale, hut 
It Ims truth hidden nt it» heart, for n 
strange, siilitle fore**, a spirit of gen- 
Itil giNHl will, a new-born kinilnes*  ̂
si-ein to unhiiule clilhl and man alike 
v.hen the world pays its tribute to the 
“henveti-sent youngling,” as the poet. 
Iiriiaiiaoiid, cnil.s the Infant Christ.

When the three wise men rmle front 
the ennt Into the west on their snd 
die-liows wet" three caskets filled with 
gold anti fmnkln<-ense and myrrh, to 
he Hid nt the fivt of the manger 
cradit*«! babe of Bethlehem. Begin­
ning with this old, old Journey the 
S|ilrit of giving crept Into Uie world's 
heart. .\s the magi came Iwarlnc 
gifts, so ilo we also; gifts that re­
lieve want, gifts that are sweet and 
fragrant with friendship, gifts that 
br«*atlie love, gifts that mean service, 
gifts lrisplre<l still by the star that 
*l>one «*ver the City of David 2.000 
years ago.

Then hang the gn*en coronet of the 
Christinas tre«* with glittering baubles 

I and Jewels of flames; heap olTerings 
on Its emerald bniiielies; bring Yule 
logs to the firing; deck the house with 
holly un<l mistletoe,
“ And all the bells on earth shall ring 
On Christmas day In the morning." 
—Kate Douglas Wlggln.

TO TRIM A CHRISTMAS TREE

The National Congfi’ess a 
State I.*ejri<ilatui’es are p 
to reduce taxation, eli/tiin: 
pensive boai*ds, relieve hififh-sai- 
aried commissions and give the 
people a chance to do something 
worth while for themselves. Let 
us hope that these pledges will 
be fulfilled. So long as the Gov­
ernment or the State authorizes 
special work, people depend upon 
it. Such work, if done at all, is 
expensive and is seldom satis­
factory. But when the peaple 
do things for themselves it will 
generally be satisfactory and al­
ways economical, so far as the 
public trea.sui-y is concerned.

We have Ijeen trying to do too 
much with the peoples’ taxes. In 
our zeal to get something done 
without effort on our part wc 
have depleted the public treas- 
ui’y, ritised tAxes to unbear*! -'f 
heights and accomplished little 
with our money.

Let us have economy. Many 
laws now on the statutes should 
be repealed. The country needs 
coopemtion, not legislation. 
Doubtless the people would wil­
lingly do more gratis for society, 
for themselves and for their com 
munities if  taxes were reduced 
and political jobs eliminated.
— Farm & Ranch.

Pretty Trimmings and Decorations
Can Be Made in Almost Any Home 

at Slight Expense.

As tu trliumliig the Christmas tren, 
flrai of all, don’t trim your tree with 
oott«»ii batting and llglitetl eandles. us 
there Is iilways duiiger in this <-orol>i- 
miMnn, and “wifety first" should he the 
slogan In nil ChrlstmaH festivities.

You can purcliu»e a whole lot of 
pretty di*coratlons for your tree at the 
shops, and these istioe very chcnply, 
too. Bu| almost aiiy home can fumiah 
the decomfhtns for a really lovely tre«* 
without very much expen.se, and there 
Is no reason why every family wltere 
there are children should uot have 
their ChriKtmas tree.

Strings o f |H)|)oorn and red cran­
berries looped from the branches 
make an elTecUve dei-onition. And 
ati'ings of yellow field earn gl<*am beau­
tifully Id the <‘hri.stinns light. Cres­
cent*. »tars and heart* cut from heavy 
cardboard and covere»! with silver and 
gilt, or even colored pui)er, and coruii- 
coplus of bright colors filled with 
candy and popcorn are very pretty. 
Form ci>tton batting Into balls the aixe 
of an orange and cover with orange- 
c«)lored crejte pa|H*r, twist tightly aint 
tie to the tre«* with a bit of narrow rll»- 
bou. Thesfj are pretty on the tree and 
look like ornngc.s.

It Is best to |>iace all the larger 
packagea under the tree, tying only 
the Kiualler gifts which are tied up iu 
bright-colored |Mi|ter to the brancheM. 
In this way the tree will not look 
frayi*d and denmied when the gifta are 
dlhlrlbuted, and It may he kept a long 
time for the children to enjoy.

Bill Hohenzollern is .saying 
nothing tind .sawing wood. But 
he’d lie yelling his head o f f  at 
the size o f your 1920 income tax 
if  he were doing the collecting.

Be thankful you are paying an 
income tax to Uncle Sam and not 
an indemnity to William Hohen- 

I zollem.

. It la ■ l^vaerful and aeientHIo 
combination of aolphur end other 
healing agents for the ralltf and 
euro of diaeaaoa of th# akin. It 
la especially effective In thq 
ITCHING VARIETIES; giving 
tnttant roliaf from the Itching 
and smarting aensations and by 
ita germ-daatroying propartlaa It 
extarmlnataa tha microba whioh 
ia tha cauao of the eruption, thua 
curing tha diaaaao eomplataly.

Littall’a Liquid Sulphur Com­
pound la uaad In all oaaaa af Ca- 
aama, Tatlar, Barber’s Itch, Pao- 
rlasla, Harpaa, Rash, Oak 
Ivy Poisoning, also for ro«' 
the annoyanea 
gars anff aaoar

III the tnMt 
—th# motH p »  
of all akin dk t
thq moat ai 
known.
•adtan tt'tem'i
iMKt F.MUA«
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Early Days

iKE ANY OTHER

C O Z Y
day 2 to 5:30

!what B«tter for Young- 
Am||erdain—Holiday 

TeyloM in the Cele- 
'cnteenth Century

«U.VH of thU o<»Hittry's 
iHM frHtIvltie* M't'ro not 
vM and (MM>r old “ San- 

. all hr n»pn‘>(«'Hts. luid 
if If./
Inetta (he ohaervutioii of 
IK utterly deauuiiced as 
xll.v ami p«“roldnuK eii.v 
cT>lld darlnK to think of 

Ill’ll » li plutly luiiVlinc on that 
would niîNke he?>u*|f linlile lo re- 
’ hy the ¡luthorijliea. All aloni: 
ítem and roi-k iiouiid '-oaNl. < ¡er­
te Ames writes in the t'Inirihnian. 
only t'liristnias trees in the day* 
he Ihtrltan doinliiation wen- those 
nature had pianteli there and hail 

med with tteeey anow'. The Area 
•ned hrijílitly on the o|»eii hearths.
( an far as the rhildreii knew 
irlHtiiias WHS Just like any other day 
I till’ I’Mleiidar. Kveii after the l ’ tir- 
an reaetloii aKalnd the form* and 
natoiiiK of the old i-liiirrh hail s|ient 
t»elf to some estent the elillilren of 
he seventeenth eentiiry still esiHs-twl 

sifts In honor of the hirth of Christ. 
New Amsterdam the outhHik was 
le better for the rhililreii. The 

decs had hroiiKht witli them 
tt. \ioholns. and his bin Inlay 
tebratMl joyously by yoiinii and 
t before Christinas, hut Clirlst- 
as sl||o> ohserveil. Of course, 
ail not many real toys bk" ae. 

..... them V(»day. hut In the .shis’s 
'that the little^lollunders set by the 
flreplace In the \hinina kitchim. whleh 
was also the llvtiiy rnuui. were hoiiie- 
Tnadc idfts. Many of these were of 
M useful rhararter. such as hanil-kiiit 
esps and mittens, hut now and then 
a skillful Hollander would earve n 
model of a boat such as that whii'h 
had hrotipht them to New Amstenlam. 
or a miniature ehest o f drawers, and 
one can fnne> the reelpleiita ahowlni: 
these with pride to the wonderlni; 

-IUtl% loiKwn hoys and Kiris when they 
4-ame tir Im> on terms of snfllcieiit am­
ity with them for stieli cunfereuees.

In rirginla. where the church of 
»p la n d  was stronj: and Its ndlierents 
Ktradfnstly observeil the holidays as 
in the home eniintry. there wns always 
iimre of the Clirisrmas spirit HBd almn- 
danl eheer and inerryintklnK than

Friday Jan. 14

“The Silent ’Barrif^r’’
A Hodkinson special, from book by Louis Tracy, author - 
o f “ Old Kentucky” . Directed by William Worthington

Supreme Comedy Bray Comics

Monday Jan 17

Ethel Clayton
im

“ Maggie Pepper”

iSunshine Ccmediaus

‘Should Dummies Marry”

Saturday Jan. 15

George Walsh Clyde Cook
m ia

“ Sink or Swim”  “ Don’t Tickle”

Mutt & Jeff in “ Song Birds”

ASIA BIRTHPLACE 
OF ST, mCHPLAf

Contrary to General Belief 
This Country, He Was Not 

of German Origin

BORN IN SIXTH CENTURY

Tuesday Jan. 18

Cbas. Ray
>■

“ Red Hot Dollars”

Mack Swain

‘Don’t do it Again”

Thursday Jan. 20

“The Forbidden Thing:”
One night only

An Asstociated Producers special, from the book by Mary Mears, Personally directed by Allen Dwan 
featuring James Kirkw’ood. who starred in “ The Luck o f the Irish”  and 

supported Lewis Sargent in “ The Soul of Youth”

Wednesday Jan. 19

M.ARY MILES MINTER
in

“ Judge o f Rogues Harbor”

EARNEST BUTTERWORTH
in

“ The Teachers Pet”

From the Booth Tarkington boy stories

C O M IN G -

Wiiliam S. Hart
in

“ ReturmDraw Egan”

C O M IN G -

“ Bride 13”

The Merkel Mail
Pabliahfd Every Friday MorninR by 
' l l  lEllEL Mm PUNTING GONPANY, INI 

TNOMIS DURHAM. Ediltr •ad Niiaiir

SUBSCRIPTION $1.50 PER YEAR

TELEPHONE Nu. 61

Enured at the no^cothwe at Merkel 
Texas aa second ciasu mail matter.

W HY FAR.MERS SHOULD 
SAVE

I He could get better prices, 
I would be satisfied with his work 
land would not have to woriy for

The following written by that bemuse his cotton cropj -----
K. Waggoner. President of thelMM'"«**
Security National Bank o f Dal- ô pay what he owed, b e - . ' 4—Security National Bank o f Dal­
las was handed us to read by L. 
R. Thompson, Cashier o f the 
Farmers & Merchants National
Bank and is so full of good sen- ,t»e living with vegetables, hogs 

meter, standini; or reputation of any- sible advice to all of US that WC

cause he wouldn’t owe much. FOR RENT— Nicely fumished 
The fanner could .so bring it bed-room, clo.se in, with stove, 

about that he could raise his en- Telephone 145. 7t2

Any erroneoua reflection un the char

person, firm or corporaUoa which matr feel like WC alV  doing the CC"n- 
ippesr in the columns of The Mail will a r«»»l si>rvirp h v ntih-
ba gladly corrected upon ita being service Dy pUD-
brought to the attention of the man- lishing it.
agrment. j '¡’hg greatest need of the

the KeniP'« nnd the feaHtliis that made | term of subscription expires 
It lndee«l the merry season of the year. 
t.Hter when New .AiuHterdam beenme 
Vew York and the KnKlish came In­
to |Kiwer the diameter of the Chrlit-

€
m

J

cows and chickens and make cot- "  A.NTED To rent 50 or 75 
ton his money crop. Every o*' the halves. Address
time he ciuiie to town he could Bishop, Merkel, Texas 7tSp 
bring something to sell, even if Ti-uck Driver wants job driv-

^.....................  ........... it was nothing more than a bu.sh- ixxg. Can handle any kind of
whole countiy today is the need;*^ sweetpotatoes. By the end Tmck. Phone or write M. R. 
<o » « v .  money. No matter »h a t ‘ J ' >[“ ;  She.tnan, T.-ent, Texas. 7t3p

confer a favor upon the management u man’s po.sition is, i f  he has niei-ch.mts money but thej u rm n  Housa on ok
by reporUng the fact. You should also someth in tr saved for an emer- ""ould we them .some. There are WOOD— Have 20 to 25
w « M h ^  label of your pafwr to aacer- _  he  ̂ran feel safer what »  fanners like this, but be- Stove Wood at cost; also

.. ,M. Here ,„e  Frr.T. e ^ r  h .p p e r  “ e T a m e i .hd f«te  mneh yocd in general ean «  few 1 «^ »  hea^r bka^ks all
Talc log held lt«i pince and tverc were , gur liat, as all papers stop when the .. «nlni-v run hath I** accomplished they will have thoiOlIghly diy. T. J. R. Swaf-

.........................  h n p rZ  t i ^ r  c ;^ !liiionTy '¡he A.ou Adhem -their f--d , Kent Street. 7t2
ting away for future neetls a Y ’ 'l , mciease. Fann I.and for Rent, again.st

We doubt if  there is a section ,K>,-tion n f all they make. Dunn.e lae la.sf year the sav- town of Merkel, no house on
of the country throughout the ^ t  the present time the low ings deponts m most o f the bank pi^ce. Tenns 1-3 and 1-4— See 

m.« hrti.iny wamcwhHt alili possibly in the n-tcp o f farm nroducts is at- section o f t’ne country, p; nj Brown of the Browm Drv
ueti .hmi.nant for many year«. the farmer, al- t,acting much attention to the « t  lea.st have incroast^ veiy lit- Goods Co. 7t2

ThrouKiiout the roionira in the aev-Hhough he ha.s been hit hard farmer and his loss of profits, tl®- *t seems that the pwple p i?mt ' v  i
ente.»nih nmi dKiit.-entii centnrie* here, is in better Condition than There is onlv one wav to avoid ’^ t̂ saving even as much as  ̂ k Cì ìn i— « ice large Deti-

le Merkel country at this loss on the part o f the th^>' did before the war. Such J
the present time. Most every fai-mer. Price fixing and vari- ** condition as this can not bnng half nonn of post office. Phone 
one has plenty o f feed and to other methods have been «»creased prosperity and people ^2. Rent by the night, week or 
spare. Nearly all have plenty o f tried to remedy the situation. "^1 have to get the saving habit month. Board i f  wanted. Itp  
meat for the year, and lots o f ^oth from the standpoint o f thè ^^ey can expect to pQR SALE— 1000 bushels of
chickens, butter and milk, and producer and o f the consumer, accomplish wol•th-^\hue i-esults. .j.^ j,ygt pi-oof seed oats. See A.
without having to buy any o f tjyt this is like tiying to build __ . ,  -.TTTT 7~ i.- , l Cranston. Rt, 1 Merkel, Tex-
these necessities, times are not ^ ^ouse by putting the roof on C O A I^ C O A I^ D o n  t think be- 
going to lie so hard after all for We must begin with the « « « s «  sun is shinning sum-
the mo.st of our farmers. But foundation if  we expect to build here. Will have car coal f t iK  bALh.— About 7o bushels
speaking o f butter and milk and house and the same rule appi- « »  track nexjt ŵ eek Get o ff the ô f Red Oats, clear of Johnson 
chickens and eggs, one of our oednomic conditions Swafford. It  Glass. J. C. McKee, phone No.

friends »h o  ,« id c s  right ‘V e  f ^ e r o f  T exa Z ^ d  the ------------------

v<t>rt’ an alinont unknown fucW>r. those of the 
but \vh»M-cvpr t'lirlKtinaa nlwtprvatlons 
wpro nnf fr*>wn*Hl iiikki by rellKion. 
fpaKtinK an«l ipkmI rlipor were almn- 
«Itint. nn«l bond and free, rich and |Kvnr.
<ild nnd young, alinred la the games, 
abundant I ihhI nml genial atnios|>liere.
In the eigliteeiitli ('eiitiiry toyK iM’giin 
■to make tlieir HP|H>untiK*e in the otl- 
oiiles. Some of tliein were hnxighr 
tnuii over s«*rts nnd had the eiiehant- 
Ing niiulity of novelty. Little glrU 
who had hel|H*d to iiiollier their .voiiiig 
er bnithera nnd kIkiits were deliglited 
with fjtdis that were all their itwn. 
to f«/fnlle end eoddle. A toy wa* a 
thing to be rlierl.sliefi in those »la.v«.
SotiM’ of the gifts were of real In- 
trfnalr value, for the Hlil(i|dnK and 
trading were growing to he important 
*uetors In the eolonlea. and iiiea 
Drought treasure« of all kinds from 
the far liast to the «eaportit, whence 
’V'jr were dtatiihuted to other pnrta 
j i  the colonlea. The war for Indepen- 

nee interrupted thia and the rhil- 
shansI In the Helf-aacrltlCes and 

'Yatlous that were undergone h.v 
ae fninilles living In the trolonle«

^hnt time. When ooldiens were 
wing at Valley F«»rge Itiere wa« 
e thought In ttleir hotnca of Ohrlst- 

■Ui- nierr.TmiLklngs and little nut of 
arhieli !•* prtTvlde It.

After the war there were «till lean 
year«, but by the o|mmiIdk oY •!•<* nine­
teenth eeutury po«<’e ami plenty 
amilefl u|HHi the laml and Hantii C'lau« 
fnmid It «life to resume hla vUlt« and 
make his diatrlhiitlon«. ^

near town on his 160 acre farm gouth have made a living too Corn ten cents, Ray at Blair, t f
who came here nine years ago ga^jiy foj-  ̂ long time. It has * ■«" r • u j r» i * *.
with earthly posessions amount- aimok been accidenUl. Each INCOME TAX  IN A NFTSHEL <>«‘ unfuimshed, on Oak street

Worahipe<t by .Jtaliaa S«a Tradart aa 
Thair Special Protector—Played 

Double Role in Thie Country 
in Early Days.

Just why MO many .\niericans think 
of the gooil Saint .Vlcliulaa aa a (!«r- 
luiiii Nnhit. nnd on second guea« accred­
it him with riuU'h niiceatry, la not 
known. But it la nmhiuhtedly the gen­
eral liellef In our country that the. 
saint, whoae birthday, December 6, la 
celehrntefi in auiiie countrle« aa the 
"gift festival” of the year, waa of Teu- 
tf)iilf extraction.

The ('hrlHtiiiaa Huint really waa bom 
|{ in Asia Minor, in I’unthera, in the 

ppovliiee of Lycla, »«aiio time In the 
«ixth eeutury. St. Nicliolaa of Bart, he 
Im ofieneat nilled l>y Kiiroi>eaiis, but 
only the Imuu*« of St, Nirholaa reposing 
for eight ('(Mitiiciae in the crypt of a 
hniidNoiiie cnthe<lrul ul Burl, Italy, have 
given him that title. He never lived In 
liart. Itiilitiii «eu tmdera, whfi wor- 
Klii|M-d him a« their especial protector, 
stole liih hody fnnu It« resting place In 
Mym III the twelfth century nnd 
hrought It to the Italian aeaiKirt. Since 
that time the celebration held there in 
the Hulnt's honor ia unique.

The EnKtem w«>rld knew and loved 
him flrat, Itut it la from VTeatera Eu­
rope that we l«irn of many of the 
quaint cuatom« coiiiuu’ted with the cel- 

Icltratlon of his hirth. In Lycia he lived 
to a giMMl old uge, filling hla daya even 
in ehildluMHl by doing good deeds and 
giving InviNhIy to the poor of the for­
tune lie Inherited. It waa Cbiiatllke to 
give. S4>, ¡1« a Htewnrd of Gt»d.‘ hla 
Wealth helonged to ftod’a children, 
Nlrholns l>elleved. Finally he was 
inatle hlshop of Myra, where he went 
to live after a pilgrimage te the Holy 
Ijind.

It wa« not Btmnge that after such a 
life of charity he xhould become a 
aalnt of the common people, even aa 
St. (ie«>rge was a antnt of knighthood. 
He waM Invoked by the laborer toUing 
for his dally bread, by marinera, by 
merchants. He waa protector of the 
weak ugnlnst the atrong. the poor 
against the rich, the captive, tbe pris­
oner, the slave. l ie  was especial 
guardian of maidens, schoolboys, the 
orphan poor. Throughout all Catholk- 
Euro|H> children are tuiiglit to rever­
ence him. nnd to Itelleve If they are 
docile and attentive to their duties he 
will fill the enp or stiM-klng with dain- 
Uph; If they are tiHiiglity or Idle, he 
certainly has a dhI in pickle to bring 
along for them.

Saint Nichola.« ha« found his way to 
America In double rote of henefaettw 
and hiignitoo. Among the IViinHylvania 
I >utch imrents still nilinunish children: 
“ lb’ gn<H|, I'clzidckel will get you"— 
IVIndckel being n «|>ecles of unkind 
Santa Clans and closely reliited to the 
“Dill Nick." In «(Mile sections Kria 
Krlngle ap[)ear« In eoiutdned role of 
Santa Claus ami Clirlstchlld. He has 
Ollier names— Sanilclaii.s. Clawes Nlg- 
lo, N'ikolo.

Although strangely little is known of 
Si . NIeholus III .Vmerica, a few 
ehnrelies scalterMl over the country 
hear hi« iiHine. No «aliit of the calen­
dar has us many churches, altars and 
clinpels erect«Nl In hi« lionnr. .Mfwt 
towiiM In England lM>ii«t chiirchea hear­
ing St. .Nicholas' name. Tle*re are 
more than a hmidnsl in Belgium ond 
thouMands «enttered over Kiiroiie. But 
wherever he • 1« worshlissl and his 
Mrthdny observed It 1« olwuys in re  ̂
uiembrance of the fact that he Is a fol­
lower nml disciple of th*- Christ, whoae 

FOR I^ N T — Rooms, furnished coming wa* the greatest gift of all.

three blocks from town. Ml'S.
Up

Remembtr Old Prienda.
“ What? A holiday greellnga card 

with old Bill's iisiue scriMded across 
It? . . , Hood old BUI! Why. It's 
11 years sininst since we saw each 
other, and here he's not forgotten me 
even yet! . . Huh, Hary, you 
needn't be oo all-flred proud of that 
scarf Aunt Kusle sent you. This may 
be only a colored [»oatcard. but, by 
fieorge. It's front Blit f . . . Well, 
well—this sure la Christmas?"

injr only to three ponies, one year they have lived o ff  the crop' xr ir *
milk cow, & few farminjif tools ĵ^ey were ^rowiinj; and the re- Sinj;le peroons who had ®«”*
and !j>25.00 in money, v^ ile  in was that when haiTestinjj net income of $1,000 or morel
ronversation with us, stated (not time came the farmer didn’t ! for the year 1920; mairied pAR S A L ^ M a tc h  Mule team 
for puWication) that he and his Practically the! couples who had net income of 1300 pounds each, 16 hands high
pood wife sold from 75 hens and ,-pguu Qf his year’s labors be- $2,000. four or five years, $150.00, Set
three Jersey cows, during »m e lynjjed to some other pei'son and M UEN? March 15, 1921, i sthe pf Harness $200.00, Wagon and
months of the year 1920 the sum his debts were paid he had final date for filing returns all for the small sum of $600.00.
o f $470.00 worth of prt^uce. He nothing left with which to be- « »d  making first payments. g. K. Eckerd, Merkel, Tex-
sold ©noujih cotton tne gin the new yesr* W HERE? Ck)llectoi’ of Intem&I Itpd
price was around twenty cents result of all o f this i.'i Revenue for district in which. ______________
to iiay o ff his land notes, with ĵ^at the farmer ca'n not say at * the pei’son resides. '
four bales stored for “ better what price his pi-oducts shall be HOW? Full directions on Fonn SALE— Modern 6-i-oom res 
worse.’’ He paid about $8,000 They do not belong to him 1040A and Fonn 1040; also idence, splendid section. South
for this fine farm and ha.s it and he has to sell them at any the law and regulations. s>fi®. two blocks school and
alwut paid for, no one need doubt ^̂ ĝ  secure W HAT? Four peroent nonnal chuixhes, bath i-oom and fix-
but that he will meet the next enough to pay obligations. When tax. on taxable income up to turos, water piped all over pl^e,
and la.st payment. Why? I^ - j,g j^nows that he will havCj
cau.se he produces some 01 the nothing left from his year’s
things needed to live on at home, ̂  ĵ g not'have much in-

terest in his business and he is 
A great season is in the ground only living on what his products 

throughout the West and* soon o f that year will bring, 
the fanners of this great empire The remedy for such a condi- 
will be turning the ground pre- tJon is saving. I f  the fanner

$4,000 in excess of exemption baro, gai’age, cisteni. gai'den 
Eight per cent nonnal tax on comer lot, all first-class condi- 
balance of taxable income. Sur tin». Pnee $3,500. Liberal 
tax from I per cent to 65 per terms. See Merkel Realty Com- 
cent on net incomes over P«ny, Up
$6,000. { -------------- ^

-----------------  W’ANTED— A family to pick

''«•I Cbriatmaa CarM.
rM cannat Halm 

I oo lang aa
a coafooM. Tba
«ama lata tba

Don't forget to ti-y a sack of cotton. Also good farm to rent,
paratory to planting the most would deny himself a few things Southern Queen Flour when fn S. F. Haynes. I t
diversified crop ever growm in he can do without for one year need o f any. The Flour that is ------------
this country. In other words, without mortgaging his crops, used in the White House exclu- L oS T_A pair of Glasses last
“ not so much cotton.”  ,the whole problem would be sol- sively. 45^ paid for Eggs. Any Sunday night. Large Black

rims. Finder will be l>aid for 
trouble if  returned to Collins 
House or Merkel Mail . It  

t f  .

FOR SALE—Good Johnson Gras

-----------------  |ved. Then when the fall came real nice fresh butter.
Your O tton  Stored and insur- he would not have to sell his Hamblet. 

ed for 75c per bale for the first cotton and his com and his hogs
iir ituL., n,|. inxmth and 65 cents per bale per for whatever he could get but he Spuds 50c., Ray at Blair,

I month for each month thereafter would be in a position to dictate ------------------
jMerkH Cotton Wardiousc Co. t f  what hr should receive for them

Charity at Chriatmaa.
Tlirrr ran lie uo holler «entinient at- 

turlirtl to a gift »11 ('hriatmaa day 
than rliarity, for charity combines all 
that Ik good and tender In buman 
!<lcal, iinpnUe and emotion. There !« 
H double joy in charity, for it blea.se« 
two. It ilot i»nly give« happineaa in 
the act Itaelf, but it quicken« and de- 
vethp«, for .til after life, pure, jjr*- 
eloiiM qualltlcH (if mind ant* heart that 
are H well-»prinK of peace. Charity 
(situeH nearer to Npaiiiiing the Imineas- 
tirnble Npace between tlie sin of this 
'vorld and the holines« of heaven 
tbnn any uilior lde««lng that mankind 
know«.

■\n Ideal t'tarlatina« a-hlrh woiiFd 
lenlly mean genuine good will anioiig 
‘ leii 1« one in which none «lioiild l>e 
'Slid, hungry. «Iielterte.«« or frlendleas 
—one In ulilcb they who have would 
tloiik ftrNt of l)i(Mii who have not.— 
Christian Herald.

\

X

I

Boxing Day in England.
Ibjxiug (lay Ik little known in Amer- 

tCB, but Its obaervanre ia general lo 
9rent Britatn. It 1« the day nft(»r 
vTirlHtiuoM day, and la olmerved aa a 
aollday, (.'hiiatniaa being reserved for 
fellgloua obaervatlon. A feature of 
the day I« the giving of g ift« by em­
ployer« to employees. Thiuw are 
tailed Chiiatniaa toxea.

Flour $2.82, Ray at Blair, t f  Hay. S. H. L. Swafford.

Christmas Jays.
We get moat of the enjoymeut of 

Chriatmaa out of tbe dreama thaf 
eoine before sad affar. Oh, to dreum 
af It before It comea, ta eojoy i| wMI« 
M la hare, sad to appreelata It wboa It

■X J

a 9 I

J

I t  baa gunal



Caroi Singing 
\ Is  Dying Out

T h e  coatoni o f rarol sln^lac 
oat of doom at Chriatmaa 
timo aeotUM to bo dying ont. 

Thia Is a great pity, for 
«•roN  are a branrh of folk music, the 
Vnconsolona art o f the peasant mind, 
% Jierltatre o f Inestimable worth.

In many English Tillages there are 
carol« peculiar to themselves, to be 
Jealously guarded and retained for 
thetr use.

The Christmas carol dates from the 
birth of t'hristianlty Itself, the 
angels having sung their carols at the 
birth of Jesns Christ.

Among the early t^hrlstians carols 
were sacred hymns representing 
Christ’s nativity.
Now the name Is 
given to a variety 
o f popular met­
r i c a l  c o mp o -  
sltions from the 
simple record of 
the birth o f our 
Lord to rude was­
sail songs and 
rhymes of holiday 
revelry.

Trobably no Christmas would seem 
■complete without the well-known and 
popular hymn, ”Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing.”

The word carol, which originally 
meant a dance, is thought to have 
come into our language either from 
the Norman French carole or from the 
Celtic carol.

In 1822 Davies Oilbert published 
"some ancient Christmas carols, with 
the tunes to which they were former­
ly sung In the west of England.”  In 
bis preface he declared himself to bs 
desirous “of preserving-them in their 
actual forms, as specimens of times 

now passing away,

.H

I

c

i

and of religious 
feelings now su­
perseded by oth­
ers of a different 
caste.”

Of late years 
s o m e  of th« 
churches — chiefly 
in the larger cit­
ies—have h e l d  
"Christmas carol 

Ngrv^es" during the Christmas sea­
son. This Is an excellent movement, 
and might profitably be taken .up by 
churches all over the country. Cer­
tainly if the churches can restore this 
old custom it will add to the enjoy­
ment of the season.

France is exceptionally rich in 
carols, which are often drinking songs 
as in many European countries. We 
And many French carols translated into 
English, no doubt as a result of the 
intercourse which existed between 
dwellers on either side of the channel, 
In the days when English youths often 
pursued their studies in France.

There Is a great deal of dlscnsslon 
as to which is the most popular carol. 
While It is impos­
sible to name the 
favorite, t h e f e  
can be little doubt 
o f the universal 

; appeal of "God 
rest ye, merry 

. g e n t l e m e n . ” 
i whose plaintive 
m e l o d y  h a s  
touched a chord 
In the popular 
mind. Among modem compoetltlons 
may be mentioned, "The Shepherds 
Left Their Sheep.”  by Alfred Hollins. 
Mr. Hollins is blind, but this affliction 
has not prevented him from becoming 
one o f the finest organists and com­
posers in Britain.
. Washington Irving in his famous 
"Sketch Book" introduces us to most 
of the old English customs which have 
from time immemorial, attended the 
Oirlaimai festival. Of his first night 
at Braceltrtdre Hall he says:

" I  had scn.-cely got into bed when 
a strain of music seemed to break 
forth in the air }nst below the win-' 
dow. I listened, and found it pro­
ceeded from a band, which I conclud­
ed to he the waits from some neigh­
boring village. They went around 
the house playing under the windows. 
I  drew aside the curtains, to hear 
them more distinctly. The moon­
beams fell through the upper part of 
the casement, partially lighting up 

th e  antiquated 
apartment. T h e  
sounds, as they 
receded, became 
more soft and 
aerial, and seemed 
to accord with 
the quiet and the 
moonlight. I lis­
tened and listened 
—they b e c a ni e 
more and more 

tender and remote, and. as they grad­
ually died away, my head sank upon 
the pillow and I fell asleep.”

In Pasquils’ "Jests." a book pub­
lished in 1604. an amusing story Is 
void of s knight who gave a Christ­
mas fqast at which he entertained 
his friends and the tenantry.

The host ordered no man at the 
table to drink a drop “till he that was 
master over bis wife should sing a 
carol.”  A pause ensued snd then one 
poor male, more daring than tho 
others, timidly lifted his lonely voice.

The knight then turned to the ladlso, 
who sat at a table apart, and "bada 
her who was master ever her huo- 
•oad,” slag a carol. 'The legend says 
that forthwith "the woomo fell an 
to staging, that there was aover 
beard sorb a cattsr-sralltac floaa

/
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IMPLEMENTS
fH We have just received a car of John Deere Imple-

a
ments, and now have on hand Disc Plows, Disc Har­

rows, Walking Plows, Busters, double and single-row 
Cultivators and Planters, and will appreciate an op­
portunity to show you these goods.

When you need Hardware call and see us. Our 

line is complete in Leather Goods, Stoves, Shelf 
Goods, etc.

G R O C E R I E S
€1' We also have a full stock of the best groceries to 

be had, and at right prices. Prompt delivery.

CROWN HARDWARE CO.

DEAD

Mrs. Kate E. Gazzaway foiTn- 
erly of Merke! died at her home 
in Dallaii, Te.xas December 30th. 
She is sui'vived by her husband. 
L. G. Gazzaway and five child­
ren, M l’S. Gladys Walker Bank- 
head of Merkel, Mi’s. Mabel Bar­
nett, o f Dallas, Homer, Herman, 
and Lonne Gazzaway. Mrs. 
Gazzaway leaves three brothers 
John Wright and B. B. Wright, 
o f Franklin, Texas and Geoige 
Wright of Plainview, Texas. 
The deceased leaves two sisters 
also, M l’S. Lon Dowdy o f Fort 
Worth and Mrs. J. I. Leamon of 
Trent. Texas. The funeral ser­
vices were held at Laudei-milk 
Chapel with intennent in Oak­
land cemetery.

DEAD LETTERS

I The following letters remain 
'uncalled for at the Merkel Post 
Office:
I Contrias Maitin, Administra­
tor de Córreos, Moreles Minguel, 
Tawique Lipooddo.

I f  not called for before Jan­
uary 19, will be sent to the dead 
letter office.

All the children of- Mr. and 
Mrs. G. A. Guthrie were in the 
home during the Christmas holi­
days this being the first tim » 
they had all been together for 
six years, and  ̂they hud quite 
an enjoyable time. Those pres­
ent w’ere: Mrs. ’G. W. Ely of
Sweetwater. Mra. J. F. Henry 
and Mrs. H. H. Booker o f Sla­
ton, Mrs. Chas. Allison of White- 
wright and Preston who is in 
College.

' Mrs. C. C. Bankhead has i-e- 
turned fram Dallas, her sister 
M l’S. J. C. Barnett and Lorine 
Gazzaway accompanying her. 
Lorine will make this her home.

Protect your cotton. Store it 
with Merkel Cotton Warahouse 
Company. t f

MERKEL SHOE SHOP

We have an experienced shoe 
man with us now, and can do 
any kind o f shoe repairing in 
first class shape. Itp

Meal 74 cents, Ray at Blair, t f

GEM  TH E A TR E
The House o f (iood Pictures. Your Patronage is Appreciated

Program for Week Beginning Friday Jan. 14

Friday—
E l GENE OBRIEN 

in
“ A Fool and His Money”

A  Select Feature , 
B ILLIE  FRANEY 

in
“ A  Live Wire”  

and News Weekly

"Monday—
“TTie Unseen Witness”

One of The Famous Five-reel 
“Tex”  Detective Stories 

“The Plumber”
_______ Two-reel Comedy________

Wednesday—
W ALLACE COBURN 

in
“ A Border Watch Dog”

A thrilling Border Ranger stoi’y 
“The Lost City”

The greatest African Jangle Ser­
ial over produced 

“ Lunatkii and Politics”
Two-reel Comedy

Saturday—
W ILLIAM  S. HART

in
‘Th e  Great Unknown”  

RUTH ROLAND 
in

“ Ruth of The Rockies”
BEN TURPIN

in >
‘Th e Barn Stormer”  

Two-reel Comedy

Tuesday—
“OUT OF THE STORM”

A  Goldwyn Special in 7-reels 
“ Pathe New»”

New views right o ff  the bat get 
them while while they are new.

Thursday—
N E A L H ART 

in
“ Hell’s OaslH”

A big five-reel special. Don’t 
fail to see it.

Billie Franey Comedy 
“ W ry and Rye”

Mrs. J. D. McCa^y of Cai’ter MRS. t 
Oklahoma, is here the guest of 
her daughter, Mrs. F. Y. Gaither.

\%u had better get that cot­
ton protected from the bad wea­
ther. Also covered by Insurance 
Merkel Cotton Warehouse Co. tf.

E. N. Brown, the genial manager 
for the Brown Dry Goods Com­
pany of this city, is in Dallas 
this week on business.

Peace Maker Flour, at G. M. 
Sharp’s . , t f

The next time you need any­
thing in the Automobile line 
give us a chance to sei’ve you. 
Commercial Motor Co. t f

Robert Rainbolt o f Brecken- 
ridge wa.s here over last Sunday 
for a visit to his pai’ents, Mr. 
and Mrs. H. M. Rainbolt!

We regn 
icle the desu 
wife of C. T. Dw 
citizen residing fu 
of Noodle, which 
family I’esidsncc on 
JanuaiT after a brie 
pneumonia. '•

The remains of 
shipped Monday nigiw^ 
ville, Texas for interm> 
was a fine Christian won 
ed and esteemed by all wl 
her, and leaves a husba 
four children to mourn I 
parture.

The Merkel Mail join.s 
many friends in extending 
est sympathy *to the ben 
husband and children.

Every dollar o f your income 
tax ' goes into the common till 
for the common good. Pay it 
today.

We would appreciate a s 
of your business. We striv 

I sei’ve you right. Commei 
Motor Co.

Your Cotton* placed in our 
hands will be pmtected from the 
weather and loss by file  accord­
ing to giade. Merkel Cotton 
Walehouse Company. tf

Miss Palace Meeks and Miss 
Abbie Ruth Darsey returaed to 
W’aco Saturday where they are 
in school, after spending the hol­
idays with home folks and 
friends in Merkel,

We cairy a nice line o f tires 
accessories, oils, and gasoline, at 
our new location. Drive in and 
let us sen’e you. Commeraial 
Motor Co. tf

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. West are 
happy oval’ the arrival at their 
home on December 26th of big 
fine baby boy.

Plenty Cotton Seed Meal, John 
son Grass , Baled Oats, Alfalfa. 
Expecting car Hulls any day. T. 
J .  R. Swafford. It

We are glad to learn that Mrs. 
W. A. Thoi-nton who has been 
in ill health for some time, 
improving nicely.

IS

Commercial Motor Company 
IS now located in its new’ quar­
ters on the corner, in the old An­
chor building, and will appreciate 
a share o f your business,' , t f

Mr. and Mrs. H. M. RainI 
were called to Abilene last Si 
day on account o f the illness 
that city o f .their daughter. Mi 
Eugene Hardgrave.

Mo. 304
OOcUl Statement of the FloancUl Condltlaa o

First State Bank, Trent, Tex'
at the eloee of boaloeae oa the ?Mh day of 
IMn. ptibll4ied la the Merkel MaU, 
paper pilotad aad pobtuhed at Merkel 
Texae.on the I4th day of Jaa., tWI.

f tmmouMCKS
Loaae and die .personal or collateral t
Lone, rraleetate ................. ...........
Orerdrafta ........... ............. ..........»  _
Hoods aad Siooka------—------------- -
Real Estate ’ baoklof konee’ ../.........
Pomltareand Itxtame — J.---- --—
Doe from other banko aad

baakers and cash on hand....- ....
Interest la Dap. Oty. Fund....... .
Aseses men t Dep. Oty. Fund .......... .
Acceptances sod Bills of Ex.............

Total___________________________nWI.OTO.#
U A B IU T IK S

Capital stock paid In.................... .....M m/no.OO
Surplus Fuad __________ ___________  t,tM.OO
Uadinded proflu, net ——   TIliM
laSiTtdul ■tpaslts Sab.ta Cfe«ck . M .444J 2
Tiro# t ertlfloatec of Deposit..,. 1.XS4a
Demand Certlfloates of Oepoalu
Cashier’s Checks-------- ----------------  1.9 »  «I

1.000.00
I4K.M

M.0Í7J» 
1.241 JO 

4S.M

Teiat. ...... «t00.u7n.40

State of Texas, Couaty ot Taylor:
We, W. B. Hamner as r-prea., and Honur 

Baaterwood ss cashier of sald baak. each of as, 
do sotemaly svear Chat tho abore statement te 
trae to tbe beat of oor knowieder and belM.

W. B. Hamner VlQS-PresMent, 
Hoeser Eastermood, CaehMr. 

Snbaoribed and smom to before me thle <ab 
day of Jan. A. D.. liku. 
iSBAL) L. B. ADRtvN

NnUry Pnbllc Taylor Couaty, Texas. 
Oorrect—Àttest:

K ReKsDs ì
f  1J. S. bU*—ufl R. O. Andsraon Director»

\

00

90 «

IMO. 7481 I
Report o f the Condition of .

T H E  F A K M E H S  &  .M E R C H A N T S  N A T H X N A L  B A N K
AT MERKEL -y

In the State o f Texas, at the Cloae of Buaineas on Dec. ,29 1920

n e s o u R C E S
Loans and Diacounta, including rediscounU....... ......... ......... ...........$286.h63.66
Overdrafts, secured,___ $390.00; Unsecured___ $110.00 * 600.00
Deposited to secure circulation(U. S. Bonds par value)___ $6,260.00 *
Pledged to secure postal savinga deposits (par value) 3,600.00
Owned and unpledged.......................... .... .............. ............  6,284.84— 16,034.84
Total bonds. Securities etc., other than U. S...................... .............. . 14,836.78
Stock of Federal Reserve bank(50 per cent of Subscription) __________ 1,960.00
Furniture and Fixtures______ _______________ _____________ 4,600.<N)
Real estate owned other than banking house..................................... 3,000.
Lawful reserve with Federal Reserve Bank_________________________  44,606.
Cash in vsult and net amounts due from national banks______________ 204,672.29
Checks on other banks in the same city or town as reporting bafik 204.29

Tout o f Items 12. 13. 14, 16. and 16.......$204,776.68
Checks on banks located outside o f city or town o f reporting bank

and other cash items------------- ------------------------- -------------—  1,227.39
Redemption fund with U. S. Treasurer snd due from U. S. Treasurer 312.60 * 
Interest earned but not collected—approximate—on Notes and

Bills Receivable not past due............................... ..........................  488.11
Other assets, i f  any; this is cash collection mailed direct.................. lOO.A,

T o U l...........................................................................................$578.847.«

L I A B I L I T I E S
Capital stock paid in ...__________________________________________‘Ju.,.,$60,000.00
Surplus Fund ______ ______--------------- . . . . ---------------------------------- 1^000.06
Undivided profits---------------------- -----------------------....$24,888.42
Leas current expenses, interest and taxes p a id . . . . . . . . . . .  14,419.58— 10.468.84
Interest and iiiscouat collected or credited, in advance of maturity

and not ekrned (.ipproximste) ........ ............................................  5.000.00
Circulating notes outstanding---------------------------------------- -— ----- 6,260.00
Caahiers checks on own bank outstanding.--------------------- -----------  286.74

Total o f items 28 29, SO, 31. and 32........ $286.74 ^
Demand Deposits subject to Reserve: ^
Individual deposits subject to check___ _________________________ _ 431,477.89 ^
Certificates o f deposits due in leas than 30 days---------------------------- 2,680.1»
Other demand deposits__ ___________________________________________  388.36

Total demand depoaita subject to Reserve,
Items 33. 34, 86, 36. 37, and 38...............$434.646.76

Certificates o f deposit (other than for money borrowed).......... . 26,321.00
Postal savings deposits ........................................... ......1...................
Other time Deposits...-------------       31,687.59
Total of time dep. sub. to Res., Items 39, 40, 41. snd 42..$66,858.59 
Liabilities other than those above stated............. .........................  438.11

T o U l...........................................................................  $578.MT^

s t a t e  OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF TAYLOR. SS: ^
•I, L. R. Tbompaon, Cashier o f the above-named ’ bank, rfi 

that the above statement it true to the best of my knowledge
L. R. TH O M K

Subecribed and sworn to before me Uiii 11th day of Jan.,
'J. T. HOWARD. Nr

Correct—Atteet:—G. F. WEST,
H ENRY JAMES 

» d o t h  W ,»*PFN, mreetars
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JRTHER REDUCTIONS
IN OUR ER TIRE LINE OF

Ory Goods, Cloth ing. Shoes, Staples, etc
BIG CLOTHING 

SPECIALS
The last Chance to Buy 

Your Suit

All $50.00, $60.00, $65.00 and $75.00 Men’s

All-Wool Suits O n ly ..............................$35.00

All $37.50, $40.00, and $45.00 Men’s All-wool

Suits only ........................................... $28..>0

All $27.50, $30.00 and $35.00 Suits____ $23.75

Big' I'eduction on Men’s Ocercoats and Boys 

Cloth ingr.

M E N ’ S S H O E
SPECIALS

.......................... »  ■ ■ ■ •

One Lot 300 pairs Men’s Kimfi^aroo, Vici-Kid 
and Calf skin Shoes, VEdues up to $15.00, 
Now ...................................................... $7.98

One Lot Officers Army Shoes, Values up to
$12.50 Now ' ............... •.......................  $7.49

•

One Lot Ladies Dress Shoes with Leather, 
Louis and Cuban Heels, Values up to $12.60 
New ........................................................ $4.95

Best grrade Men’s Blue Overalls......... $1.69

Best Gi-ade Men’s Blue work Shirts........... 98

One Lot Men’s Khaki Pants, Values up to 
$3.50 Only .............................................. $1.69

FURTHER REDUCTION 
IN OUR STAPLE 

DEPARTMENT
Good Grade Dress Ginghams Now ..........15<

Best Grade Red Seal Gingfham now........20^

Best grade .36-inch Percal, now............. 20<

Best grade 36-inch Bleached Domestic.. .18<

Best grade 36-inch to 40-inch Brown Sea 
Island Domestic n o w ............................... lo f

Best grade ACA Feather Tick now.......... 29<

Best gi’ade 9-4 Bleached sheeting now-----.35

Best grade 9-4 Brown Sheetij^g now ... ..30<

Good grade Blue Demin now.................29f

Be.'it grade Outings now.>........................20f

Best gnide bleached Canton Flannels.. .20<

FURTHER REDUCTION 
IN OUR STAPLE 

DEPARTMENT
Best gT'ade Galatea and Play day Cloth. .29^

Best grrade Heavy Cheviots now.............. 20^
Good grade 36-inch Taffeta, all colors. .$1.29

Good Grade 40-inch Crepe De Chine Eill col­
ors, n o w ................................................ $1.29

Good grade 36-inch Silk Poplins, all colors 
now .................^...................................... 89^

Good grade 40-inch Georgete Crepe, ail col- . 
ors, n ow ...................   $1.29

Best grade 40-inch Satins, blue and navy, 
n o w ......................................................... $2.29

Best grade 54-inch Blue S erge .............. $1.89

Good grade 36-inch Serge all coloi*s___ $1.19

A LL GOODS STRICTLY CASH —  NO GOODS CHARGED TO ANY ONE
%

#

Merkel Dry Goods Company

1

f -  
% ^

WITH THE .lOKESMITH
.\Lide, Bonx)wed and Stolen •I

The Rash Dog ¡so forth in a house in which a me a lot of thing.s for Christ-j
hear your dog committed certain transaction had occured. mas.”

NOTICE

¡suicide today.” 
"Yes, he put

4
4

0

Of More Value I "Yes, he put his tail in his
The road home was long, badly' mouth and that was the end of 

lighted and lopely. Memories of him.”
holdups, footpads and deeds o f ---------
violence were creating a soil of ^  '  oung .\ctor
sinL’ng feeling unde rthe waist- Freddy (who was eating his 
band o f a traveler as he ploded apple) — "Let’s play Adam and 
along it. Eve.”

A t the darkest point o f the Millie— “ How do we play it?”
journey he dread foreboding Freddy— “ You tempt me to
was realized. eat your apple and I give away.”

v"Yer money or yer life I”  a* . --------
harsh voice growled, as a hand' The Rights of the Boy 
grabbed his throat and a cold “ Mother,”  said little Ray, who 
ring o f steel pres.sed itself into has a boy’s averoion to soap and 
his ear. The traveler collapsed, water, " I f  you can hiro a woman 

“ Oh take my life,”  he cried—  to do your washing for you, why 
“V iti saving my money for old can’t i  hire a little boy to take

my baths for me?”

Never Lost His Religion  ̂ An Exact Statement 
An old darkey got up one night A lawyer was cross-examining 

in meeting and said: an old foreigner about the posi-
“ Bvedders an’ sisters, you tion o f the doors, windows, and 

knows and I knows dat I ain’t  ̂—
' been what I oughter been. I ’se 

robbed hen i-oosts an’ stole hogs, 
an’ tol’ lies; an’ got drunk an’ 
slashed folks wi’ my razor, an’ 
shot craps an’ cussed an’ swore, 
but I thank de Lord dere’s one 
thing I ain’t nebber done— I 
ain’t nebber lost my religion,”

“ And now, my good man,”  “ How do you know?” 
said the lawyer, “ will you be 'T v e  bought most of them al- 
good enough to tell the court ready.” 
how the stairs run 7”

The foreigner thought for a 
minute.

"How the stairs run?”  he 
queried at length.

"Yes,’.’ replied the lawyer,
"how do the stairs run? My 
words are simple enough.”

“ Veil, sir,”  answered the wit­
ness, “ ven I am oop ze stairs 
they ron down, and ven I am 
down ze stairs they run oop I”

riirliituiuii U the poker Uiat 
rakt̂ H the dull anhes of the past 
•Dll brinK» soiolderlnK memo­
ries and resolves to Û pit fur the 
warmth of man thmnchoiit the 
yeur that followK It la modem 
ctvIlIzntloD'a greatest IdtoIud- 
mry atlmalant.

Reason Enough

Susie— “ Papa, what makes a 
man always give a woman a dia­
mond engagement ring?”

Her Father— ‘The woman.”

Why She Knew

Real Chriatmaa Joy.
FWr unmehow. not only for Cbiiatoiaa, bat 

all the Iona yvura throush.
The Joy that jrou alva to other* ts tb* )ay 

that <onira back to you.

This add is to notify my 
friends and coustomers that I 
have not left town or quit busi- 

iness, but have moved my office 
in my WEU’e house at the rear 
of my old stand, now occupied 
by the Hamblet Grocery Co. I 
will still buy your 
Turkeys, Eggs and Hide.s and| 
will pay you all the market will 
biing. Bring your produce to| 
me and get the cash. |

I am grateful to you for all j 
I favors and wishing you a happy; 
'and prosperous New Year, | 
I I am yours to Sei*ve, | 

W. P. Duckett tfl

Brand
Sharp’s.

‘My husband is going to give Blair

and Shorts at G. M.j Farm land for rent, against
t f  I town of Merkel, no house on the 

¡place. Tei-ms 1-3 and 1-4— See 
$1.25, E, N. Brown of the Brown D. G. 

t f Co. 7t2

use  OF EVERGREENS.

Tlx» use of evergreena at Christmuk

ilni«> Is older than the Christinas tree, 
lie Christians seeminic to hare copied 

It from their pagan ancestors. In a 
very old book we And this reference to 
the use of everKreens at Christmaa 
time; "AKalDst the feast of Christr 
mas every man's huuse, as also their 
parish churches, were decked with

chickens ' **"'“ **• whatsoever the-
’ ' season of the year afforded to be 

green. The conduits and staudanla o f 
the streets were likewise garnished; 
among which I rend that In the 
year 1414. by temp«‘st of thunder and 
lightning, toward the morning of Can- 
dleniHH day, at the Leadenhall, In 
Cornhilt, a standard of tree, Ixdng aet 
up In tJie midst o f the pavement, fast 
In tile ground, nailed full of holme and 
Ivy, for disport of Christmas to the 
people, was tom up and cast down by 

i the malignant spirit (as was thought),
I and the stones of the pavement 

ahont were cast In the streeta and Into 
divers houses, so that the people were- 

I sore aghast at the great tempest.**

Ountry Made Syrup

V .

Why he Does’nt Hear it 
“Thig is the fourth moming 

you’ve been late. Rufus.”  said 
the man to his colored chauf­
feur.

"Yas, .sah,”  replied Rufus. “ I 
did ovah sleep myself, sah,” 

"W’hei'e’s the clock I gave you ? 
“ In m’ room, sah,”
"Don’t you wind it up?”  I 
"Oh, yes, »ah, I winds it up, 

sah.”
"And do you set the alarm?” 
“ Ev’ry night, sah, I set de 

alarm, sah.”
“ But do you hear the alarm 

moming, Rufus?’ ’
Dere’s de trouble,

I . de blame thing
I ’m asleep, sah.”

ow you cheered on 
? Paying your in- 
lence o f raal pat-

B u rto n -Lin g o  Co.
^ ' The Building Store

PR0(;RAM  o f  FIFTH SUNDAY MEETING

Where we offer you

Service aud Satisfaction

The program of the Fifth Sunday Meeting of Jones Mission­

ary Baptist Association to be held at Stith January 27, 1921.

Thursday 7 p.m.— Introductoiy Semnon ................. J. J. Gentry

jFriday 10 a.m,— Devotional .......................... Houston Scott.

Fnday 10:10 a.m. The Baptist outlook in Texas...W . G. Scott

Friday 10:30 a.m.— The 'Three greatest assets for kingdom

j work in Jones County Association...................... D. D. John.son

¡Friday 11 a.m.— Sermon to our young people . . .  .M. C. Bishop.

¡1:30— God’s most urgent command and how to meet i t . . . . . .
iJ. B. Ashbum.

1:60— Five reasons why I am a Baptist.................. Bro. Fielder.

2:10— Exegesis of 1st Peter 3:19 .......................  Bro. Elliot.

HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS.

Oh! lov.Iy vole«* o f th« akr 
Which hymned tb* SavlaV* birth, . 

Are ye nnt ilnglnK atlll on high.
Ye that aang "Peace on earth?"

To u* yet apeak th* atraln.
Wherewith In tim* gone by 

Te blewed the Syrian awaln*.
Oh! voice* o f the akyt t'

Oh! clear and ahtnlng light who** baama 
That hour heaven’* glory *hed.

Around th* palm* and o'er the BtreanNŵ  
And on the ihephenV* head, 

lie near, through Uf* and death.
As In that holiest night 

o r hope and joy and faith—
Oh' clear and shining light!

—Felicia Hemaaa.

A Rather Vague Order.
A Wlaconslii bo.v wrote to 5hintk 

Cnaii* a* follows: "I would like a air 
rldo, II pair of Imlinplovee a mouth or- 
giiii a clirlatmua tri-<* and some candy 
auil nuts that Ik all a game of check­
er* for,*’ It’s a little vague, but ww 
hope Santa will be able to fill tk» 
order.

PLENTY of COAL

Phone U8 your wants

2:30— Woman’s right in the church life, r ........J. H. Edmonds.!

7:00 p.m.— Sermon.................................................  Dr. Alexander!
I !
’ Saturday 10 a.m.— Devotional.........•..................  A. B. Thornton

jWhat part should the church play in the community life? Open 
I discussion, led by W. D. GuUedge.

j 11:00 a. m,— Sermon ........................................  J. H. Edmonds

11:80 p. m.— Board meeting.

,7 p. m.— Announcement later.

Dawson Fancy Egg 
Domestic Lump 

And Swastika Coal

H. M. ROSE I SON
, ^

sftt

Corn and Com Chope, at'<i^ 
M. Sharp’s

5



eriOTOGRAPHS ARE *1107 LU X U R IES
A Good Photogfraph

of Mother or Dad. Sister or Brother, Sweetheart or friend is always appreciated. As time 
groes on and some loved ones possibly have departed their |x)rtrait becomes inestimable in  ̂
value.

H a v t  ttiat photograph m ade n o w  lo r yo u r loved ones w h o  oare fo r yo u .

"PHOTOGRAPHS OF TH E B E H E R  KIN D"
—Prompt Kodak Finiehinjf Service—

T H E  C O Z Y  S T U D I O
P H O N E  314 JNO. C. REINHARD, MGR.

I m m

A fulftidf 
Rtimanrr

Bt T. a. ALOCIUON

W H AT DID Y O r  MAKE IN 
1920

Uncle Sam Be^in.s ('ollection of 
Federal Income Tax for 

lAst Year

W'ork has begpin on the collect- 
■'*n o f the income tax for the 

*ar 1920. Uncle Sam, through 
e Bureau of Internal Revenue 
Eiddresaing to every person in 

the United States the question, 
“ W’hat was your net income for 
1920?” The answer pemiits of 
no guesswork. Eveiy single per­
son whose net income for 1920 
was $1,000 or more and every 
married peiTJon wdiose net income 
was $2,000 or more is i-equii’ed 
to file a return under oath with 
the collector o f internal revenue 

r the district in which he lives 
'^ ^ fo r e  March 15, 1921.
^^^nalty for failure is a 

. o f  hot more than $1,000 and 
an additional assessment o f 25 
per cent o f the amount o f tax 
due. For willful refusal to make 
a return the penalty is a fine of 
hot more than $10,000 or not 

^exceeding one year's impri.son- 
"m ent, or both together with the

costs of prosecution. A similar 
penalty is provided for making a 
false or fraudulent retuin, to­
gether with an additional assess­
ment o f 50 per cent of the a- 
moun of tax evaded.

Women Must Pay Tax

The income tax applies to Wo­
men as well as men. Husband 
and wife must consider the in­
come of both plus that o f minor 
dependent children, and if the to­
tal equals or exceeds $2,000 a re- 

,tum must be filed. A minor who 
I has a net income in his own right 
■ of $,1000 or more must file a 
¡separate i-etum. To be allowed 
the $2.000 exemption a married 

¡person must be liring with hus- 
'band or wife on the last day of 
I the taxable year, December 31, 
¡1920. Divoi-cees, persons sepa­
lrated by mutual agreement, wid- 
|ows and widowers, unless they 
are the sole support o f othei*s 
living in the same household, in 
which case they are allowed the 
$2,000 exemption granted the 
head o f a family, are entitled 
only to $1,000 exemption.

is the same as for 1919— 4 per 
cent on the first $4,000 o f net 
income alx)ve the exemption and 
8 per cent on the femaining net 
income. This applies to every 
citizen and resident of the Unit­
ed States. In addition to the 
normal tax a surtax is impo.sed 
upon net income in excess of 
$5,000. ,

Instructions on Form 
Full instructions for making 

out retuiTis are iontained on the] 
foiTns, copies o f which may be 
obtained from collectors o f in­
ternal revenue. Persons whose 
net income for 1920 was $5,000 
or less should use Form 1040A. 
Tho.se with incomes in excess of 
$5,000 should use Fonu 1040.

Revenue officere will visit 
evei-y county in the United 
States to assist taxpayers in 
making out their returos. The 
date o f their anival and the lo­
cation of their offices will be an­
nounced by the press or may be 
ascertained upon in(|uiry at the 
oflices of collectors. This advi- 
soi*y ser\’ice is without cost to 
taxpayers.

Tax Kates for 1920 
The noi-mal tax rate for 1920 The Mail $1.50 year in advance

THE ELECTRIC COOKERY IDEA IS 
SWEEPING THE COUNTRY

I
Scarcely anyw’here will you find any modem housewnfe who 

does not know of the wonders of electric cookeiy. Tractically 
every community in the land now has electric ranges In use in 
its kitchens.

Our low cooking rate for electric current makes this mod­
em method of preparing food available to you. Compare with 
other methods, the cost o f electric cookery is slight indeed. Did 
you know that you could secure a Hughes Electric Range from 
us on easy terms, with but a small payment down?

Our payment plan enables you to use the range and de­
rive its benifits vrhile paying but a small sum monthly on the 
purehase inice. For Sale By—

M E R K E L  P O W E R  CO. 1
J

(CopyrtfhL)

OVEKTY and pathoa, 
i;piitllltjr and hllKbied 
liiipH . naplratlona and 
lihidtfit mnotlont — all 
ilu-si' |>lu;pd II part In 
ilip (lull experience of 
the odd ten people who 
lind IIvihI year in and 
y e a r  out at Mm. 
R h o d a Markhain'a 
city hoard Ins bouae.

Ita proprietress wna 
a good-hearted woman, 
bnt the constant grind 
had worn her out. 

A» Christmas appri>ached. however, 
the faded, but faithful old eye* 
hrlghtened. for. i hough poor and 
humble, her little coterie were gen­
erous sodIh and a apeeial puree was 
her reward when tlie Chrlstmaa tree 
gave up IlH rreaaur«'.

.Mias .Myrtle Deane had occupied the 
beat mom In the house for over three 
rears. Sh<* lived on an annuity of 
llmiteil volume, and althougli twenty- 
eight, retained much of the fre»hiiiv»s 
lind chnni) of girlhood.

Keulien Willis, thirty, and a hnehi*- 
lor, a silent, retiring man. Slled a 
aiihordinnte position in a hank. and. 
It was said, (^me of a once wealtliy 
family and his actions showeil his 
good lire«*<ling.

“ It’s iMiuiid to he a match.“ proph­
esied Mrs. Mayliew a widow hoard­
er.

“ If they only weren’t too poor to 
think of It,“ siigg'-Kted Mr. Bascoin. 
who was coarse and practicni.

KverytMKjy In the tioardlug house 
tiMik part In the prepnratiuns for and 
the celehratiun of 
Christinae. The 
tree was trlniiaiil 
anil the packages 
of iiiiitiinl presents 
p l i e d  about Its 
hn»e. Then Has 
oim started a vitc- 
oroiis propaganda 
In favor of each 
p e r s o n  hanging 
their sto<*king In 
front of the flre- 
[iluce. Ml>s fVane 
-rew rosy at tlie 
suggestion and Wil­
lis tried to escape 
to his rooiu. but it was of no avail.

There was vast chattering and Jol­
lity as after hreaktaat next morning 
there was an adjournment to the sit­
ting room. The master of cere­
monies, Rascom'a eyes twinkled as 
one after another the stockinga were 
apportioinst. for lie was a practical 
Joker. Willis noted that his stocking 
was hiilgliig and heavy. He peer­
ed within If, then showed a lump of 
mal and a raw )>oiato.

Somehow his heart was chilled. 
Trivial a.s was the Incident. It came 
like a din’ct blow In tlie face. Was 
the erratic dm.afloti a slurring re­
minder of his poverty? All at orn‘e 
the hnrrcnneiu» o f his lonely life ov* r- 
■•anic him In full force. He went up 
to his room gloomily.

A servatit knocked at the door and 
linnde<| him a letter. Mechanically he 
o|>ened It and llien sprang to Ills feet, 
white to the llp.s and quivering all 
over. He stootl like one In a mage. 
There was a second timid stiiiiiimns 
at the door. Willis opened it to face 
.Miss rH-.nne, a parcel In her hand.

“ Will you please step Into the hall,” 
she Ihilicred. . uni h»- IlKniglit how, 
lovely she hviktsi In her fresh, dainty 
morning dress.

“ Mr. Willis, I hope the pnictlciil 
Jokes of Mr. BaHCiun have not lie«-n 

taken l>y you as an 
affront. He dhl the 
same tliotighlless 
thing with all of 
us. .knd you ran 
away before we 
enidd give out the 
presents. Here Is 
Jrniirs. a tritling 
gift, but I hope It 
will please yon. be­
cause I made It 
myself.“

Willis parted the 
tissue paper to 
disclose a pair of 
knit house slippers. 

His heart warmed towurd this 
modest, lonely gentlewoman, who had 
devoti*d so tnany hours to show her 
friendly esteem.

"I cannot expreas how I appreciate 
them,” he said, and th<>n a quick Im­
pulse swayed him. The letter in his 
pocket reminded him of a vnst change 
In circumstances and fortune. “They 
make me think of home,” he added In 
n tone of pathetic reminiscence. “ MIsa 
Den tie. we would know how to np- 
prednte n home, you snd I. wouldn't 
we now 7“

The fair lady alghcd. A dim blur 
o€ ■ tears croaaed her eyea.

“ If I had on«.“ continued Willis, 
coming closer to her, “would you 
share If with me?"

There waa a sob and Miss Deane 
wavered. Willis tenderly clasped her 
waisi. He knew she hsd given assent 
In her shrinking wsy.

“ I htve Just received s letter from 
the Iswyer of a bear relative appris­
ing me Ilf the fact tbtt I have becsi 
made bis iegstea.“ announced WUlls. 
‘ It is a flne preee^. isn't It? Bnt the 
•net gift Christmi^ cen give me li 
•nr own tiffir set

W H E R E  S AN  I A  m#i$ B U n ..
Russian Lsgsnd ef Saint Klaus and 

Hew He Cam« to Be Known as 
ths Chlldran’s Friend.

Very many years ago there lived In 
ItUKsln a nolileiiian and his wife, who 
tiiid II little son named Klaus. He was 
such u good hoy ilia I everyone used to 
call him Saint Klaus. In course of 
time his parents dhMl and left him u 
large fortune, not- Hie least part of 
which was three large hunt of gold

Saint Klaus one day happened to be 
luissliig a houH«. a:id overheard a 
fuHier telling his daughters that be 
had lost all his money, and that be 
didn't even know how he was going 
lo buy food for them. This worried 
.Saint Klaus very much, aud be won­
dered how he could help them. So 
that night lie took one of the bars of 
gold and threw it through the window. 
Tlie next night he tlirew the second 
l»sr, and crept quietly sway, but on 
the third nlglit when he was aliout to 
throw tile third bar, the man who 
had lost all his money came out and 
('niiglit him. He tried to thank Saint 
Klaua for his goodness to him and his 
daughters, hut Saint Klaus told him 
to pay his thiiuks to (jod, whose serv­
ant he was.

•Ind there, hoys and girls, yon have 
the story of Saint Klaut (or Santa 
Claus as we call him).

GET .MORE EGGS—

By feedinsf “ Martin’s Egg 
Producer”  DOl.’BLE jiour mon­
ey biick in eggs, or your money 
back in cash. “ Mai’tin's Roup 
Remedy” Cares and Prevents 
Roup. Guranteed by Sanders 
Di’ug Store. April-15.

A TEXAS WONDER

For kidney and bbladder troub 
les, gravel, weak and lame back, 
rheumatism and all irre^ larities 
o f the kidneys and bbladder. I f  
not sold by your druggest, by 
mail $1.25 Small bottle. Send for 

Itestimonals to D, É. W. Hall, 
■2926 Olive Street, St. Louis Mo. 
Sold by druggists.

The words “ pieace and victoi’y ” 
will have a holier meaning when 
you have paid your income tax.

F am  Land for Rent, against 
town of Merkel, no house on 
place. Term.s 1-3 and 1-4— See 
E. N. Brown of the Brown Dry 
Goods Co, 7t2

A lot ob boys still in hospitals 
would l?e glad to pay a 1920 in­
come tax. How about yours?

CISCO FLORAL COMPANY

Greenhouses W. 12th s lie «t 
Store 614 Avenue D 

Phone 110. Always open

.  m a k e  ~ Nine men and women 
wanted —to take, at our 

S T  n  n  n mail, tpccial-
i f  i l ) U U U iKed trainine for work at

AV r  • II *** a year asI  I A K bankers, export account- 
I Li n II Of auditors, or at

$1.200 to $2,000 as bookkeepers, ste­
nographers, or private secretaries. Po­
sitions furnished or tuitions refunded 
to cHch after training, as explained in 
our FREE 72-page book, "Guide to 
Business Success ' '  Special rate now. 
Write ABILENE DRa UGHON COL­
LEGE. Box 38-M, Abilene, Texas.

Oa. '^arilLL  
— D-e-n-t-i-s-t—

Office Hours 8— 12 a.ir 
Over Woodroo^^ 

Office Phe

DR. M ILLER

Over Woodroof-Bragg Con. 
Phjraician and Surgeon 

Eyes Tested and Glasse 
General Practice

G. W. JOHNSON

Insurance— Notary Public

Over WofxJroof— Bragg’s Ston 
Merkel — ;—  Texas

W. W. W HEELER 
Real Estate, Fire, Accident and 

Tornado Insurance AgenL 
Notary Public.

Office over Crown Hardware Co 
Merkel — :—  Texas

W. P. M AH AFFEY 
Attorney at Law 

Merkel and Abilene, Texaa 
Merkel Office in rear Farroera 
State Bank. 22Septl7

I

C ITY TAILO R SHOP

I.adies and Gents Work.
All Work Guaranteed

Will call for and deliver work.

Phone 189 Front Street

DR. R. I. GRIMES 

Physician and Surgeon

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 U^5 • 

Phones 105-163 Res. ..

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 

Surgeon Dentist

Office over Farmers State Bank 

Office Phone 306

D R . C H A S . F .  W 1 L U A M S
.Chronic Diseases a Specialty.

General Practice 

Office Phone 280, 105 Res. 270

E. D. COATS 
Real Estate, Oil Stock, And 

Notary Public
Represent Pbcahuntas Lease and 

Royalty Co. o f Dallas 
Office Front St. over Geo WesL 

Building

WANTS YOUII WORK
John Me Donald
Contractor & «Builder. 
Plans Drawn and Esti- 
matiBS made on short 
notice.

Merkel, Texas

I

X

McCoy’s Meat Market
Fresh and cured meats at the lowest market price. 

We will appreciate your patronage and extend to everj 
one courteous treatment, and a square deal.

McCoy & McDonald

LET US H AUL 1 f
.1

W E  H A U T «

**A n y h in ft  A n yw h e re *  ^
Long: Hauls A Specialty

H I G C I N S  «ft D A R S E Y

GEM CUNFECTIONERY
We are headquarters for. cold drinkf, ice cream, 

fresh fruits, cigars, cigaretts and candies.

We also have secured the agency for the Acme Gr

ofone and records and will hav# same '•'bit
Gem. AGENTS F O I  AB IL «  V

T
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GOES  THE P R i O J
-  AT THIS STORE -

$ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  of the Season’ s Choicest, Highest G rade, Clean 
N ew  Merchandise included w ithout Reserve in This Great E v e n t!
FRIDAY, JAN. 14 , TO SATURDAY, JAN. 29 -  14 DAYS OF CROWD IMPELLING PRICES

ON DRY GOODS, CLOTHING, READY-TO-W EAR, SHOES, ETC.

COME! COMPARE! You’ll be Surprised!
A  big clean, seasonable stock of merchandise. Th is  store is the watchword of hundreds of people who always want the best for 

the least money. Let us say to you that this will be the greatest of all sales ever held in this part of the state. Real bargains.

Extra%elp. Best force possible. A ll goods where you can see and quickly realize why we have urged you to corned and come
< "

right away. Sale starts as advertised— Friday morning, January 14th. Y ou  Come. W e  can only quote a few  prices here.

I N  O U R  S T A P L E  D E P A R T M E N T
Ginghams worth 30f per yai-d now..........

Real Seal Gingham, worth 50< per yard, on

sale now for ............................................24f

Yard wide Peitiale, worth 45< per yai*d. .29f  

327inch Percale, worth 35^ per yard, n ow .2 "> f

27-inch Percale, worth 30^ per yard now. 19^

Yai'd wide Domestic, worth 30< per yard, on 
sale now for ................................ 12'/ jf

Yai-d wide Domestic, worth 35< per yard, on 
sale now for ............................................19f

Bleach Cotton Flannel, worth 45<̂  per yard, 
on sale now f o r ........................................ 2.")f

Kimono Fleeces, worth 50<, now*..........3.'»f

9-4 Bleached Pepperell Sheeting, now*... A * '.
Outings in solid , colors, also fancy colors, 
worth 45<, n o w ......................................... I9 f

Shirt Madi-as, worth 50< now.................. 35f

Serpentine Crepe, worth 50< n o w .......... 35f
Unbleached Cotton Flannel, worth 40  ̂ per
yaid, n o w ................................................ 19^

O U R L A D I E S ’ R E A D Y - T O - W E A R  0 EP A R T M EC «T
Ladies do vou realize that these values in

Ready-to-weai’ are the best ever offered? You

can buy two Dresses for the price of one.

This is indeed a stroke o f luck. We’re placing

our entire stock o f Ladies’ Coat Suits, Wool 

Dresses and all Winter Millinei*y in this sale 

at EXACTLY H A LF  PRICE.

All Mis.ses’ Coats, ONE-THIRD OFF

Ladies georgette blouses, ONE-THIRD OFF.

W e Must Move 
This Stock

We carry a complete line of 
Table L ’nen.s, all gp-ades and 

e sure to look through 
.¿I Linens and note the 

lul savings.

ntire line o f Knit Goods at 
\LF PRICE.

We can y a very complete line 
i Hosiei-y for men. Women and 
ildren. You have not bought 

‘ 'ry  of this quality for quite 
'*  for such low prices. We 

isiery for the entire fam- 
ery low prices.

■ advantage of this won- 
'crtui opportunity.

SMALL AVIATOR COMING TO MERKEL
TWO A IR  NAVK iATO RS TO MAKE ASCENSIONS DURING THE OPENING DAY OF 
THE BIG SALE .AT WOODROOF-BRAGG CO., FRIDAY, JAN. 14th, and SAT., l.Mh.

One o f the cutest little fellows imagin-able has been secui*ed by the Woodi*oof-Bragg 
Co. to guide air-ships over the city before the opening o f the big sale.

He is now on his way to Mer kel from Cincinnati, Ohio, and has the reputation o f be­
ing the smallest aviator in the,countr y. I f  weather conditions per-mit, he w ill make his 
first ascension from the top of the store about 9:30 a. m., Friday, Jan. 14, and when he 
sails over the tops o f the buildings he will carry in his hand an order for two excellent 
prizes, which he w-ill hand over to the fir«t per-son .he meets when he r-etums from his 
trip through the clouds and aligrts on terra firma-

The airship is not the only attraction that has been secured by this fir-m to let the 
people know about the Big sale, and after the airship trip another gentleman, carrying 
an arder for prizes, will make an ascension in a balloon ftx>m the roof o f the building. 
His particular thriller with the order held tightly in his right hand, to fork over to the 
fir*st person who reaches his side and aids him to his feet.

Both o f these aviators ar*e mechanical devices, but are highly interesting little fel­
lows, and worth coming miles to see.

Other- ascensions on Saturday, Jan. 15, at 2:30 p. m. ♦

1

W e Must Move 
This Stock

Cr-epe de Chines, worth $3.00
per yard, n o w .................... $1.50
Taffeta, worth $3.00 per yard
on sale now f o r .................. $1.50
Satin and Georgette, worth $3.50
per yard, noV.̂ ................... $1.9y
Silk Poplin, worth $ l.i0  per yird
now on sale f o r .................. 95<
Kimono Silk, worth $3.00 per 
yard, now on sale f o r ___ $1.95

BARGALNS A L L  OVER THE 
STORE 

% _______

COME E A R LY  AND  GET 
FIRST CHOICE

4

FREE! C A S H  6 I V E H  A W A Y  A T  9 :3 0  A . M . O P E N IN G  D A Y  — 100 sealed envelopes will be scattered to the 
crowds, F R E E ,  opening date; $10 cash will be distributed among these envelopes and 
th ro w n  a w a y . T h a s t  w ill be ahuffleii w ith  the en velo pe s and all th ro w n  b ro e d o a st to  the c ro w d  in fro n t o f o u r store 
opening m o rn in g . It fs  fre e  to e v e ry b o d y . It Is no lo tte ry . IT IS ABSOLUTELY FREE to ono an d a ll.

WOODROOF-BRAGG CO.
MERKEL, TEXAS X

«JPriday, January 14 Sale Closes Saturday Night, Jabiuary 29
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