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MERKEL, TEXAS, FRIDAY, JANUARY 14. 1921

T0 GONNECT WEST
“TEX POWER PLANTS

Manager of American
Publie Utilities .Co. Makes
Announcement

e

Abilene, Jan, 6.—General Man
ager Hardgraves of American
Public Utilities Company which

IMPORTANCE THIS WEEK

We are unable to give our!
readers any oil news of interest

this week. We understand that
the work of drilling oyt the iron
in the bottom of the Bland well
is progressing satisfactorially,
and that it is expected that this
‘work will soon be finished, when
actual drilling of the well will
be resumed.

Out at the Stith well by the

NO OIL NEWS OF ANY |

C0ZY THEATRE 10
BE MEOFRN PALACE

-

To be Steam Heated and Made
“Modern and Up-to-date
Throughout

Manager Groene of the Cozy

ARREST OF YOUTHS
SOLVES GAS THEFT

Abilene, Jan. 12.—Discovery
of what is believed to have been
a well organized business in the

ALSUP GoivicTeD
LIBELING PAT NEFF 5% 5 B

Jury Assesses Maximum Fine of mobiles in the residence district
2,000 Dollars Against here was made last night in the

lcaught in the act of relieving a

!car of its fuel. '
!

Waco, Texas, Jan. 12.—Out' The arrests were made by J.

C. H. Oil & Development Co., we Theatre announces the comple- little more than three hours, a E. Wills, who, after repeated ex-

Temple Man ‘arrest of two 16-year-old boys, ‘

WEALTH 1

“Plug Blacksmith” of v
Neb., Has Attracted Much e
Attention in Many Parts

Omaha, Neb.—Here's a Christ,
mas story of the richest man in

are informed the crew has been tion of plans to more than

jury in the County Court here perience of finding his car minus the world. He hasn’t much

supplies the towns of Abilene, engaged for some ten days in an

Merkel, Baird, Clyde, Cisco, An- effort to fish out several joints
son, Stamford and Hamlin with of casing, which seems to be
electricity, said Wednesday that quite a difficult undertaking.
as soon as arrangements could However, it is hoped that this
be perfected the big $1,500,000 will have been acgomplished
power plant which the company shortly and the drilling of the
'ig building here will be connect- test continued.
od with the power plant of the
Texas Utilities company at BANKS OF MERKE
Sweetwater which supplies pow- . ELECT OFFICERS
er /for a number of other towns,
which the Oil Belt Power

e ——————

At the annual meeting of the
pany of Eastland-Ranger, stockholders of "the Farmers
ying power for Eastland, State Bank, o fthis city, on Tues-
Cisco, Ranger, Breckenridge, day January 11, the following
Desdemona and numerous other officers and directors were elect-
il field towns. ed for the ensuing year:
By means of the connection Officers: T. J. Toombs, Pres-
ctically all of the small and jdent; Vive-President R.L. Bland
large towns of Central West and John Sears; Cashier,
Texas and -the /oil belt will be R, 0. Anderson: Assistant Cash-
strung on highpower lines with jers, F. Y. Gaither and W. L.
three centr~* producing plants. Diltz Jr. Directors: Dr. M. Arm-
Ther cys! will extend from gtrong, T.J. Toombs, H. H.
east to Colorado Toombes, H. L. Propst, John
1 will be prob- Sears, R..1< Bland and R. O.

double the present size of his in the case of Fisher Alsup of its gasoline when he cranked up mone i »
Tl.\eatre, including a larger stage Temple, charged with libeling in the morning, set an improvis13 'smithy mhi;r;ll":r:efngzb.%t
with basement room for n_)odem Governor-Elect Pat M. Neff of ed burglar alarm on his garage, he has a wife, a couple of c’hﬂd-
steaml - h'lghatmg . Mdd' tv;’er_ntllatir;ﬁ :Vac;:, r:}ttt::‘ed a verdict of guil- consisting of an electric bell in-‘ren, a good birddog, an old shot-
plant. e main auditorium w this 00 iving the de- stalled in his bed room i ,-c].ﬂ
likely be more than twice y vimum of $2,000, : o] gl g o e, i
present size, including a steeper, Lon Curtis of Temple, counse] When the bell rang last night he when wrote letter
ﬂoor'incline aqd the installation for Alsup, said he would at once proceeded to his garagegh and them : :hort tim: ago he .&“:::
of private family and party box- file a motion for a new trial. In found the young theives at work. a note so filled with contentment
es. The present Interior decora- the event this is refused by They were equipped with ecans and good cheer that that letter
tion ideas will be carried through County Judge Giles P. Lester, the and rubber tubing “and outside has been copied all over the
out the new building. case will be taken to the Court stood the automobile in which world. '

_The present building is of na- of Criminal Appeals. ‘they did their hauling. The “I wonder if you knew that
tive rock and the walls are 24 The complaint against Alsup young men are now lodged in'one of the richest men in the
inches thick. The new extension followed an article signed by him jail. world was 14 miles north of Nor-

will be built of the same matesial which appeared in a weekly pa- Residents throughout this part folk, right here in Pierce? That
and thickness of walls. Mr. per published in Temple last of the city have been complain- man is the writer. I am justa
Groene started teams hauling October. ing recently of gasoline thefts common “plug blacksmith,”/ but
rock this week, and expects to  Alsup was tried here in Decem- from their cars. oh! how rich. ' <%y
complete the worl'cl 1&:1::“ the ber, the jl;‘ry being unable to a- - ' “I go to my labors each morn-
coming summer. In un- gree at that time. He was a! HIT £ ing, work until noon, i :
doubtedly give Merkel on€ of the candidate for Superintendent of BA%&gg;ggquN ncf'. return at 1 p.m. g;'dto v
largest and most modern show Public Instruction on the Ameri- R : until 6 o’clock. [ enjoy the great
house of any town its size in the can Party ticket last November. ‘est of all blessings, good health.
south, and we say hats off to Rockefeller would give all he
the progressive spirited manager 1. C. possesses in money and holdings

Sunday School 10 am. with a
7 ‘place for all. We have driven
MASON RETURNS FROM both the other contesting schools

el —

its fendant the maximum of $2,000, ed to a battery and trip wires. tite and a good digestion, and . '

interconnected
Vest Te 3

v eXTaad
that few .  .....pal opéraced elec

ndérson.
t the Farmers & Merchants
on January 6th, the following

‘elections took place: President,

CALLS BLANTON'S RE-
MARKS “FOOLISHNESS”

FQR'I‘ STOCKTON OIL FIELD from the field and we are still
making better grades than while

J. C. Mason returned yester- they were contesting with us.
day from a visit of several days Our superintendent has written

Washington, Jan. 12.—Chay- 8t Fort Stockton. where he thor- the State Sunday School Secre-

ric plants in towns of 10,000 in< J. T. Warren; Vice-presidents,
abitants paid a dividend. He Geo. F. West and Henry James:
leclared the day had come when‘c“hier, L. R, Thompson; As-
centralization of electric energy sistant Cashiers, Booth Wairen

producing stations had become and Ed Teuton.
essential

. The company. he rep-

. resents is building a number of

“hese superpower plants, one of
‘eh is at Tulsa, Okla.

the connection of the three

¢ power producing plants of

west Texas under the plan out-

lined by Mr. Hardgraves a bet-

-.‘.' 3 ter system of light and power

ot
;
Trs.

" 4ill result, he declares. In a

s statement made here today, Mr.

‘Hardgraves said that under the

old system of individual unit

power plants his company had

been losing money in West. Tex-
as for more than three years.

The $1.500,000 plant being

ilt here has been delayed sev-

art ths by non-delivery of

1apo t machinery. A mam-

moth condenser is cxpected to

arrive shortly. The concrete

smok here cost $£15,000

alone. e company also found

ult to obtain labor dur-

). Assurance was given

iy plant would be erected

ly as material, machine-

labor could be secured.

=t the company’s plant

_ +  xer for Abilene,

., Hamlin, Merkel and

iford, receiving electiical

wort from the plant at Stam-

fora.

A

| MISSIONARY SOCIETY

e Ladies Missionary Secie
y/met in a social meeting Wed-
¥ afternoon at the home of

E. N. Teaff. Eighteen
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Directors: J. T. Warren, Geo.
F. West, Henry James, L. R.
Thompson, and Booth Warren.

SOME BALL GAME

The “prettiest” game of the
season was played last Friday
afternoon when the teachers of
M. H. S. played the girls first
Senior basket ball team. The
teachers won the first score
which so highly excited their
nervous systems that they were
for a time “hilarious.”

Miss Sutphen’s motto was “hit
the ball no matter what else is
stuck along with it.”

The game was being peaceful-
ly played until the referee was
forced to eall “time out” to set-
tle the dispute caused by Miss
Whorton getting over the line.
Since Miss Whorton wore a No.
8 tennis shoe she contended
that only the shoe was over the
line and that a line foul should
not have been called against her,

All during the game, Misses
Dry and Herring felt that they
were being 1run over because
they were so small.

As soon as the whistle blew
for time out for the last half,
Josie Smith announced that they
must play the tie off. She and
Miss Whorton knew that as
many times as they had thrown
for the goal that the score must
surely be a tie. ’

When the score 16 to 8 in the
high school girls favor, was an-
nounced it was rumored by some
that the girls team had used
signs and tricks by which they
had won. We feel sure that had
this been springtime when the
flowers were in bloom that many
beautiful houguets would have
been griven to the players who so

acterizing ten pages in the Con-
gressional Record of today from
Representative Blanton of Texas
as “damned foolishuness,” Repre-
sentative Knutson of Minnesota,
Republican *whip,”  addressed
the house on the activities of the
Texas member a few days ago
in opposing an appropriation for
inaugural expenses.

When representative Campbeli
of Kansas ssked that Knutson's
phrase be stricken from the
record, Blanton objected, saying
that it was in keeping with the
remainder of Knutson’s speech.

Blanton then took the floor
and congratulated President-el-
ect Harding for calling off the
inaugural eceremonies. Blanton
contends that his objection, with
the aid of four other demoerats
resulted in saving an expenditure
of $400.000 for an “orgy” here.

B. Y. P. U. PROGRAM

The foiiowing program will be
rendered at Nubia, by the Mer-
kel B.Y.P.U. at 3 o'clock Sunday
afternoon, Jan. 16, in connection
with the organization of a Union
at that place,
Congressional Singing.
Prayer.

Leader, Miss Ruth Boden.
Seripture lesson and introduct-
ion. bv Leader.

Time is precious in God’'s sight,
Bertha Deal '

Time is precions in Jesus sight,
Walter Jackson. 4

Solo, Mrs. L. B. Howard,

The purpose of our time, H. Hol-
land Teaff. :

Redeeming of Time, N. Hanceck. .

Quartette arranged.
Conclusion, Bro, Ira. L. Parrack.
Organization of Union, conduct-
ed by E. Yates Brown,

TAX COLLECTOR RECEIVES.
AUTO SEALS FOR 1921

| D, T. Harkrider, Tax Collector

for Teylor
that the Automobile Ses

County, announces

>4

' 7 p.m. Choir practice the same

oughly investigated the big oil tary offering to enter a contest
proposition there. He says with any Sunday School in the
great crowds are rushing there South. He evidently believes in
to see the wonder field, where a us so lets not fail him but lets
short time ago a gusher at 96 make better grades next Sun-
feet was brought in by the Grant day than ever before. Kemem-
Oil Company. Mr. Mason re- ber getting there every Sunday
ports many new derricks going counts more than any other one
up now, and believes that with- item. Next a studied lesson
in a short time much activity counts thirty on your grade.
will be going on there, ‘Then bringing your Bible, stay-
He has great faith in the ing for preaching, and getting
future of the field and invested there on time all count on your
in some acreage while there, and grade. Come help make it one
stated that while he did not have hundred percent.
anything for sale, he would be Preaching by the pastor 11 a.
glad to give his friends here who m. and 7 pm. .
were desirous of knowing about Last Sunday was a good day
the field the benefit of what he with us. At the morning ser-
knew about same, vice a free will offering was
taken to help relieve the starv-
ing millions in Interior China
- and in Southein Europe‘.ledThe
Sunday School at 10 o'clock offering will when roun o
promptly with the chi jn amount to $150.00. Any one
charge of the singing at th“‘ﬂhO failed to get in on }he offer-
opening, come and h som@ Ng last Sunday can bring an of-
sure enough singing. h ring Sunday putting it in the
ing at 11 a. m. and 7 velope and marking it “Relief
. p.m. by th ” s
pastor. At the morning hour Fund™ and dropping it on $he
the subject will be “The Great- tray or handing it in
est Resource of the Chureh” and Sunday School class, p
at the evening hour “Jewels that At the evening hour we ha
wdorn Christanicy e e
Prayermeeting Wednesday at vevival that will bring many to:
the Lord. « .
The B.Y.P.U. has planned to
go to Nubia Sunday afternoon,’
leaving the church at 2 pm.
Junior Union at 4 p.m. -
Training class Monday 7 p.m.'
Examination for the first half of
“Building the Bible Class” will'

— -

METHODIST CHURCH

evening at 8 o'clock. Our Jun-
ior League meets every Sunday
aftrrnoon at 3 o'clock and the

thirty minutes song service be-
fore the sermon. We find this

a very helpful service and we

giov; ?“ . vi:ythis :Litnﬂ g‘g, 'belm ol ﬂ'l.{l:ndny 2:30 |
oin us 0 e ol

worship. fWe &ave :::ﬁ- ”:nd mit; W Wednesday at 7-

01““ or © . o i

a short time hope to make com- | 80 Bl Lo these ser

or us -

the song service. We had just Ira L. Parrack, pastor. |

about a capacity house at both :

For o . s iy 0

make the service a blessing to

through
gu

jgrets for having lived, when the

for my stomach, but can't have
it. 5

“Each day sees something ae-
complished 2und every job of
work I turn out I feel I have '
done my customer a service
worthy ¢” my hire.

“I have.  vonderful little wife
she has stuck to me 22 years,
so I know she must be a dandy
to accomplish that,

“I have a little home,\a beau-
tiful little danghter, a son \yrown
to maturity and now in
game for himself.

“Rich? Why, man glive -
can possibly be richer?

“Then to add to all the above
riches, I take my old shotgun in
season and ramble through fields
woods and tangle in search of
the elusive cottontail, teal and
mallard with my faithful old
pointer at “heel” (now past 11
vears old), and he is as happy
as I when on the hunt. Then,
when 1 get back, oh, how good

everything does taste. R

“Then when night has spread
its mantle over this good old
universe I settle down in a good
old easy chair, enjoy a "
and th o roll into bed and mcr“;-\
hear & ind until the beautiful '
break,  another day. "
“Rign, did you say? Well, T

osé. Dollars? Not many. You
ingned about RICHES, not ma-
terial wealth. )

“The height of my ambition is
to so live that I may have no re-

N, ¢
25

Y

Al

time comes for me to shuffle off
this mortal coil, and T by

and mine may not 3
charity. \ e
“This then is my ideal of a
rich man. If anyone enjoys life
more than I do, he is to be
vied for his riches. v
est regards, EDWARD J. ME
ERS.” R

b 2
{ &
S

49




3

e ———— oy SO .

Y THE BES|I' IS GOOD ENOUGH [lost heavily during the slump in e
— prices. The breedér of the best
A great 'professor of litera- | has made money while his neigh-
ture in a lecture to his class one |bor across the roadshas lost.
STATEMENT OF CONDITION day made the enigmatical state-| A Tarmer in Seminole county
e ment that “the best is good|Oklahoma, has made corn and|
enough.” 'What he meant was had some to sell every year he
IHE FAHMEHS STAIE BANK that the best in literature can be|has been in the state. His neigh- ' S BUS ’ NE S S
. obtained just as cheaply and|bors have had to buy corn ap-
Merkel, Texas December 29th, 1920 easily as the trashy kind; that, proximately half the years, He CONF|DENCE
therefore, it is common sense to|began using good seed and has \ » 3
read only the best. The same bred the seed up. He is now (AN ACCOUNT H: RE
is true with the use of seeds and |using the best. WILL SELP)
stock, in a modified form. By using better seed the wheat
i 3 Al By using a pure cotton seed of | farmers have obtained yields far e
RESOURCES long staple, many farmers in the above that of their neighbors us-
Southwest have been able to get|ing poor seed; Koffir corn grow
Loans and Discounts .......... $625,475.43 from $10 to $25 a bale more than|/ers have had the same experi-
Banking House ................ 7,850.00 the irneighbors on the 1920 crop. |ence; peanut growers and others
Furniture and Fixtures ........ 5,200.00 At the same time they have| While the best in the seed line
Bonds and War Savings Stamps .. 8,301.11 made more pounds per acre and|and in stock line will cost more
Asst. and Int. Guaranty Fund. ... 4,068.79 obtained a greater percent of|initially, they will pay more in R ER S A ¢
Cash and Exchange . ........... 192,724.78 lint, the end. “The best is good > ovme " y 18 alway bb eIE)OSIt-
APy Stockmen by using the best enough.”—Farm & Ranch. ing your money in the bank.
$843,620.11 blood lines of the best breeds _—
have been able to get a profit| Don’t buy Coal until you see B
while those growing scrubs have|A. L. Jobe, Tt2¢ 8, :
[ s it you who are saving part
LIABILITIES of your income and putting it
o 3 where it will work for your bene-
B4 9
Capital Stock . Ceri.... $50,000.00 "
RIS TR . s ok e 50.000.00 A FEw SPEc'AL BARGA'NS
Reserved fortaxes ............ 1,263.46 T x
Undivided Profits ............ 12,717.05 o W
e 7 h g 689.304.16 N FARMS Or is it all slipping through
e e A O L SR 40.335.44 your fingers into the pocket and
Rills payable . ......0..... None PRLENST bank account of some one who
Other R.mmw(;d. \1 (mé;, """ None appreciates its value more than
oy a e S 2 you ?
SO " e. Lookover our X
$843.620.11 No beFte'r investment can be mad k ove
listings and let us show you the property. o St \
Bargains also in Town Property A savings account with us will
ONLY GUARANTY FUND BANK solve that problem.
IN MERKEL F. '
SAFETY AND SERVICE : e
Remember we wright fire insurance on
town and country property. THE BANK THAT BACKS THE FARMES
AND ON COTTON "
T. J. TOOMBS . President Q\S V\ (FANTS NAW
{ JOHN SEARS Vice President
/ R. L. BLAND Vice President '//\"‘“\ by
R. 0. ANDERSON Cashier "Ll sy 6
F. Y. GAITHER . Asst. Cashier | Merkel Realty Co. .
i1 W. O. BONEY WALTER JACKSON , " PASSs Cas
AL v -
PUTTING IT BY ! a0 ;p 2 At a2 | A Sure Sign
e | %ﬁﬁﬁ%g RAR % ZIN | “Are you superstitious?" ask
By Sue Thmnt'm | ed Topley of his neighbor.
The moon had just risen and| ' “Well, T don't know,"” re
- was casting it's misty radiance| Winston. “Give me a cos,
over a sleepy and peaceful world deal with.”
below.

%’és‘%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%

“Suppose a dog stood howling
‘on your doorstep at midnight,”
‘explained Topley, “would you
‘regard it a sure sign of death?”

A grim look shone in the other
man’s eyes. “Yes, I should—if
the dog stayed long enough.”

Down in the meadows which |
skirted the fields of a large farm|
house were the haunts of a thou-i
sand things. Frogs were hopping |
about the dampened earth. A

rabbit here and there bravely lis- |
tened to the dares of his enemies |
and burrowed through the l()n;zl
grasses seeking his mate. The
was interrupted in the midst of

The Brown U.G. Company

FINAL LOWEST PRIGE REACHED

|The Hicks Weather Book 1921
This famous and unique boo}

: : Yard - wide Brown | Sea Island Domest. Outings Brown Canton is now ready. The 1921 editic
his prattle. A treading sound 1» the best yet; contains all the¢
was heard. Presently the figure Domestic .. __ _12%e¢ | yard wide.__._. 18¢c 15¢ and 25¢ Flannel .____ __20¢ lold popular and many new fea-

of a man appeared.

“It’s now or never” he mutter-
ed. Slowly he walked on toward
the house growing more careful
as he went.

When he reached the barn his
heart was thumping so lowdly

(tures. Tt is worth its weight in
g‘()ld to those whose occupations
or pleasure trips, are affegted by
the weather. The predict* = of
‘storms. tornadoes, bl
floods and earthquakes
marvel of accuracy.

%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ‘é

Yard-wide Bleached Domestic, special at
Full 9-4 bleached Sheeting, extra at

N
ZK

that he was afraid of being dis- P o : , | Price by mail, 50 cents

covered. Great bargains in 36-inch Percale #45c grade | Ginghams Cut Half. They are going fast same publishers also issu
Presently an assured voice 'monthly magazine, ™

close by caused him to stand e L SRR B Db 15, 20 and 25¢ {Worwk, a family magie..

still. “Elmore.” the weather forecast as a i

“Here Clarice.”

As the girl came up to where
Elmore was standing, she drop-
ped her suitcase which hit with
a thump.

Elmore grasped her in his
arms. “You will soon be mine
Clarice.”

“Oh dear 1 feel so queer. What
will dad think?”

“We must leave that to the
future, dear, in the mean time
we had better be traveling. Are
you already to go Clarice? We

™ go right over in the lane
ba. of your father's field.

““Yes I am ready. The family

ing feature. Subscnphon pr

of word and Works is $1.5(
year with the Hicks Almanac .
each subscriber. Send orders to (
The Hicks Almanac and Publish
ing Co., 3401 Franklin Ave.,
Louis, Mo.

Men’s Suits at slaughtered pricee. $19.65, 23.70, 34.85

Sheep lined Coats and moleskin Vests, | All wool pants cut to 10 percent__________
$22.60 valuesnow._ . ________...... $1as | -... .. Less Than Cost

FRUIT TREES, SHRUBS, :
EVERGREENS, ROSES

Blankets and Comforts, your choice. HALF PRICE

at A fine stock of fine tree:
Shoes, Shoes, Shoes, all go A fine stodh of Sk et
of seventeen hundred variet:
w have tested since our first

Texas orchard was planted in

Cost and Less

Ladies Coats and Suits, your choice . HALF PRICE

B S S S SRSRSIN 5% R A AR ARSIRARAN

; v L o 1858. (Nursery established in
are all asleep.” This Sale ends February 15th. Seeing is Believing 3 |1875) Peach, Plum, Pecans, /.
“You are perfectly willing to S | Berries, etc. Y
this Clarice?” : ' Our stock of EW;&,; ‘
“Of course, you silly boy, Dad | Gt @ |shades, and hardy oﬂllmﬂtﬂ ¢
will be angry for a while, but 1 afye | shrubs is unequaled. lAt us
. will soon get over it. xe
7 they elimbed into -
Sk e Brown ompany |&:
-. »
hat off when the : |

Quulltf lorchunduo
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T 17, 1920, the
ment gave to an interested audi- -

S YOUR HEALTH

~ Roés normal, and many others.

A BT 0 MO . B . i o I+ e A VWA LW

" CHRISTMAS |

HAS COME AND GONE

o

§ And the New Year is with us with its many
changes, but the Merkel Garage has made but few
changes, all of which are calculated to render our
patrons better service. We have turned our me-
chantcal department over to Messrs. Joe Reidenbach
and Len Sublett, both of whom are well known to
be among the best mechanics in West Texas.
are amply able to care for all your mechanical
They make a specialty of Electrical and
Generator work. Infact, they propose to give you:*

wants.

good and efficient work on a

STRICTLY CASH BASIS

¢ Mr.C. B. Barnes has charge of the front end,
such as Oils, Gas, Accessories, in fact, anything in

the Automobile line.

¢ We are running all of our business on an

absolutely CASH BASIS.

€ Ifyou are looking for SERVICE and SATIS-
We are open early and
If you need service, such as

FACTION com

late -Sunday and all.
“pulling in,” starting car, etc.,, phone 123.

¢ Remember our watch word—‘“Service and Satisfaction.”

e 1o see us.

They

MERKEL GARAGE

ROSS FERRIER

H. L. PROPST

, &y GRACE ARNOLD

HE woman with
brown eyes was
gazing medita-
tively out of the
window at the
people hurrying
through the fall-
ing snow with
their Christmas

. bundles.

“You are
thinking?' her
husband suggest-
ed.

“About Christ-
mas, that's all.”

“We have left undone the things that
we—"

“Not this time, my dear. Merely
about everybody in the world.”

“No one could ecall you narrow
minded !”

“People have the right spirit about
it,” she explained. “They are so full
of good will toward men that they try
to do too much-—that's the troubie!
You see, most of us and our good In-
tentions are hampered by average sal-
aries and moderate strength.”

“I've noticed it.” !

“We want to give to everybody. We
want our homes superscrupulously tidy.
We plan festivities which require new
party clothes for the whole family,
extra special cooking and preparation

Our experience is
this connection,

proper selection,

We know you will

PHONE 19€

for guests.

“Then we set about doing these |
things. At first it goes well and we !
enthuse. The common, everyday affairs
interfere and complicate matters,

“At the beginning of Christmas week
—with many frills deleted—we find
ourselves growing tired, awfully tired.
But we see that it's impossible then to
stop and rest. That's where the strain
begins. We feel compelled to finish
what we've started and to carry the
program through to the last item of
buying, making, packing and shipping.

“Unexpected demands interrupt.
Then the strain begins to tell on our
nerves. Perhaps we don't say anything
for fear of spoiling Christmas for the
others, but in our hearts we wish man- |
kind had kept Christmas free from this
sort of thing.

“When Christmas day comes we are l
too weary to bother about the true |
|
|
|

meaniog of it all or to take very keen

HIGH SCHOOL NOTES
By Sewell Harwell

The students began working a-|
gain on January 3rd., Both the
students and teachers were very'
optomistic over the outlook for
the remainder of this year. No
doubt, that a great part of this
working spirit was due to the
two weeks of holidays.

On December 11, 1920 the seni
ors gave an interesting and in-
structive program. A paper giv
ing some interesting and amus-
ing Christmas origins, was read
by Loyce Dry. Mae Biedleman
gave “Sunday’s lonesome for a

little fellow,” by Annie Chase. joyed by all, each declaring it|Turnout guaranteed at—

+h

the next wag Torfeited to Merke]
the third will be played here Jan.
14. With your support there is
a chance for the State Champ-|
ionship.

The Senior Girls Basket Ball

team is vet undefeated. Mr.
Burgess of Merkel and Coach
Shotwell of Abilene met and

set an official schedule for the
Girls Basket Ball team. You will
see some worth while games
from these girls.

This statement was made in|
history. Give the direct causes!
of the Revolution.

Pupil: “One was the Boston!
Tea party given in honor of the|
English. A good time was en-|

that to win was as much a prob-
ability as the Kaiser's coming to
America for rest, he simply sur-
rendered. Motions were made
that hc surrender. It marked
the turning point of the war so
quick that half of them died of
heart failure. It broke the mor-
al of the British Army too.

* GINNING NOTICE

My gin will be running every
day this month, will have no set
days. I have reduced the price
of ginning to $5.00 per bale.
Bring me your cotton. Highest
price paid for seed sample and
1t

Then Mr. Thompson who had to be the most pleasant timeEF- P. HAMM GIN.

beenn chosen to represent the
senior class made the pupils real-
izé their need to become
men and women, and
give their best to the world.
On the afternoon of December
Primary Depart-

ence a most delightful Christmas
entertainment.

On Saturday December 18th,
the teachers of Taylor and Shack
elford counties met in the first
sesssion of institute in the Audi-
torium of the Central Hihg
school building of* Abilene. Dur-
ing Saturday and the first four
days of the following week the
teachers were entertained by a

- program given by students of

A. C. C. and Simmons and were
instructed by lectures given by
Superintendent Green of Abilene.
Mr, Dahoney of State Depart-
ment of Instruction, Mr. Burgess:
of Merkel, Miss Stalfus of the]
Department of Extension of the
University of Texas, Mr. Sewell |
of A. C. C., Miss Puru County
President, R. L. Marquis, of Sul

The State Inspector of Publie
who visited our school
4, made a most favor-

Boxes of tea|
the!

spent in his life.
were given as favors by

as he left. The answer to an-
other question read like this:
When Sir Burgovne found

If the war had not been won

real hostess, who was dressed in In-|in 1918, what would have been
want to dian garb, to each of the guests|your income tax for 1920?

Pay
it with thankfulness.

Sugar 10%%c¢, Ray at Blair. tf

GRADUALLY SLIPPING?

Interesting Experience of a Texas

Lady Who Declares That if More

Women Knew About Cardui They Would Be Spared
Much Sickness and Worry.

Navasota, Texas.—Mrs. W. M. Peden,
of this place, relates the following interest-
ing account of how she recovered her
strength, having realized that she was
actually losing her health:

“Health is the greatest thing in the
world, and when you feel that gradually
slipping away from you, you certainly sit
up and take notice. That is what ] did
some timc ago when | found myself in a
very nervous, run-down condition of
health. | was sotired and feit so lifeless
1 could hardly go at all.

“I was just no account for work. |
would get a bucket of water and would
feel so weak | would have to set itdown

I couldn’t rest well at night and was ., ..
just lifeless,

“l heard of Cardui and after readinz !
decided I had sqiae female trouble (hia!
was pulling me down, Isent for Cardui
and began it. . .

“Ina very short while after I began {!i:
Cardui Home Treatment | saw an im-
provement and it wasa't long until I w::
all right—good appetite, splendid rest
and much stronger so that I easily did 11
house work.

“Later | took a bottle of Cardui as a
tonic, |can recommend Cardui and glad-
ly do so, for if more women knew, it
would save a great deal of worry and

9 :
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Gazing Meditatively Out of the Window. |

pleasure in the results of our back-
breaking work, much less to go out and
hear beautiful music and aplifting ser-
mouns,"”

“T've always wondered why women
attemapt so much.”

“Because everybody does. And if
one poor, lone, sensible woman sits
down and flatly refuses to kill hereelf
working for Christmas, her family sud
fricnds will think she is a quitter—a
social slacker.”

“Well,” suggested her husband, “why
not let the rich people have all the
fuss and feathers, and let those in
medium  circumstances realize they
can't keep up that pace?”

“You don’'t understand,” said the
woman with the brown eyes; “us long
as rich folks do it, those less able will
strain to do likewise. That's why the
wealthy people will have to see the
trend und institute a change.

“In place of so many mere ‘presents’
we must give such things as love, cour-
age, kindness and generous impulses—
things which our present physical and
mental strain forblds. Throughout the
rest of the year, if any one felt in-
clined to send a regular gift to a
friend or relative, that could be done
‘very easily and the reciplent would
know it was a voluntary, not a com-
pulsory, remembrance.”

“It's a great idea,” sald the brown-
eyed woman's husband, cheerfully. “A
bit of real affection in place of some
of the monstrosities now exchanged
would be a great Improvement.”

“You enn make fun if you want to,”
she replied, “but when the world
vakes up to the real meaning of Christ-
mas—and the war I belfeve has helped
to wake It up—you'll see the effect
spread over the entire year. Then
the first of January won't be asso~
clated with bills and pills, but with
the genuine eagerness to live the next
12 months better than those preced-
ing"”

“In the meantime,” sighed her hus-

——

Our FurNniTuRE SUGGESTIE

IT IS ALWAYS A PROBLEM TO
FURNISH THE HOME

at your desposal i

We believe we can take from your shoul
ders one-half the responsibility and worry. of

be pleased, delighted

with our service and suggestions,
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band dramatically, “I hope you haven't |

PRETTY LEGEND OF CHRIST
il |
Old-Folk Tale Relates That Stars
Danced and Birds Sang on Day
of His Birth,

When the child of Nazareth was
born the sun, according to the Bosnian
legend, “leaped Ind the heavens and
the stars around It danced. A peace
come over mountain and forest, Even
the rotten stump stood straight and
healthy on the green hillside, The
grass was beflowered with open blos
soms, Incense sweet as myrrh pervad-
ed upland and forest, birds sang on
the monntain top nnd all gave thanks
to the great God.”

It is nanght hut an old-folk tale, hut

| It has truth hidden at its heart,” for »
strange, sabtle foree, a spirit of gen
fal good will, a new-born kindness
seem to animate child and man alike

vwhen the world pays its tribute to the
“heaven-sent youngling,” as the poet,
Drummond, ealls the Infant Christ,

When the three wise men rode from
the east into the west on thelr sad
die<hows were three easkets filled with
gold and frankineense and myrrh, to
be Iaid ant the feet of the manger
cradled babe of Bethlehem. Begin-
ning with this old, old journey the
spirit of giving crept Into the world's
heart, As the magi came bearing
gifts, so do we also; gifts that re
lleve want, gifts that are sweet and
fragrant with friendship, gifts that
breathe love, gifts that mean service,
gifts Inspired still by the star that
shone over the City of David 2,000
years ago,

Then hang the green coronet of the
Christmas tree with glittering baubles
and jewels of flames; heap offerings
on Its emerald branches; bring Yule
logs to the firing; deck the house with
holly and mistletoe,

“And all the bells on earth shall ring |
On Christmas day In the morning.” |
~-Kate Douglas Wiggin. |

TO TRIM A CHRISTMAS TREE

Pretty Trimmings and Decorations |
Can Be Made in Almost Any Home

at Slight Expense. l i

As to trimming the Christmas lrm-.' g

first of all, don't trim your tree with
cotton batting and lighted candles, as
there is always danger in this combi-
nation, and “safety first” should be the
slogan in all Christmas festivities,
You can purchase a whole lot of
pretty decorations for your tree at the
shops, and these cowme very cheaply,
t0o. But almost any home can furnish
the decorations for a really lovely tree
without very much expense, and there
Is no reason why every family where
there are children should pot have |

their Christinas tree. ' 7

Strings of popecorn and red cran-
berries looped from the branches
make an effective decoration.
strings of yellow field corn gleam beau-
tifully in the Christmas light.
cents, stars and hearts eut from heavy
cardboard and covered with silver and
gilt, or even colored paper, and cornu-
copias of bright colors filled with
candy and popeorn are very pretty.
Form cotton batting into balls the size
of an orange and cover with orange-
colored crepe paper, twist tightly and
tie to the tree with a bit of narrow rib- |
bon. These are pretty on the tree and
look like oranges,

It Is.best to place all the larger
packages under the tree, tylng only
the smaller gifts which are tied up in
bright-colored paper to the branches.
In this way the tree will not look
frayed and denuded when the gifts are
distributed, and it way be kept a long
time for the childeen to enjoy.

| “That reminds me!” said a& ‘ . : k!

t ;
with the brown eyes. “I haven't time Be thankful you are paying an
.zwm%ws mmhvmlpdm J
mwwm ‘ 1 'ﬁ“ m‘ gt to William Hoh e |

And i

Cres- §

GIVE THE PEOPLE #
CHANCE

The National Congress a
State Legislatures are p
to reduce taxation, elimin:
pensive boards, relieve high-sas
aried commissions and give the
people a chance to do something
worth while for themselves. Let
us hope that these pledges will
be fulfilled. So long as the Gov-
ernment or the State authorizes
special work, people depend upon
it. Such work, if done at all, is
expensive and is seldom satis-
factory.
do things for themselves it will
generally be satisfactory and al-
ways economical, so far as the
public treasury is concerned.

We have been trying to do too
much with the peoples’ taxes. In
our zeal to get something done
without effort on our part we
have depleted the public treas-
ury, raigsed taxes to unheard of
heights and accomplished litile
with our money. =

Let us have economy, Many
laws now on the statutes should
be repealed. The country needs
cooperation, hot legislation.
Doubtless the people would wil- -
lingly do more gratis for society,
for themselves and for their com
munities if taxes were reduced
and political jobs eliminated.

‘—-Farm & Ranch,

Bill Hohenzollern is saying
nothing and sawing wood. But

the size of vour 1920 income tax
if he were doing the collecting.

——

Ny effective in
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'he’d be velling his head off at *
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“ "tivm or
«dren in Massa-

« Early Days

KE ANY OTHER

what Better for Young-
A am—Holiday

Toy! in the Colo-
‘enteenth Century

days of this country's
ms festivities were not
ved and poor old “San-
all he represents, had
| g
isetts the observation of
s utterly denounced as
wWlly and perniclous cus-
daring to think of
pudding on that
If liable to re-

uch .
would mfke he
" by the authorities. Al along
stern and rock-hound coast, Ger-
e Ames writes in the Churchman,
only Christmas trees in the days
e Puritan domination were those
nature had planted there and had
rned with fleecy snow, The fires
med brightly on the open hearths,
t as far, as the children knew
wristmas was just like any other day
. the ealendar. Even after the Pur-
an reaction against the forms and
ustoms of the old chuareh had spent
tself to some extent the children of
Ye seventeenth century still expected
gifts in honor of the birth of Christ.
New Amsterdam the outlook was
le better for the children. The
ders had brought with them
it. Nicholas, and his birthday
ehrated joyvously by voung and
t hefore Christmas, but Christ-
as algo observed. Of course,
wl _ngt many real toys as” we,
" (hc-m‘ﬁwlu,\'. but in the shoes
*that the little \Hollanders set by the
fireplace in the Shining kitchen, which
was also the living roons, were howme-
maede gifts, Many of these were of
a useful character, such as hand-kuit
caps and mittens, but now and then
a skillful Hollander would ecarve n
model of a boat such as that which
had brought them to New Amsterdam.
or & miniature chest of drawers, and
one can faney the reciplents showing
these with pride te the wondering
“ttle Indan boys and girls when they
vame to' bhe on terms of sufficient am-
ity with them for such cunferences.
« Jdm Virginia, where the church of
Eagland was strong and i{s adherents
steadfastly observed the holidays as
in the home conntry, there was always
more of the Christmas spirit and abun-
dant cheer and merrymaking than
elsewhere at this season. Here the
Yule log held its place and here were
“the games and the feasting that made

it Indeed the merry season of the year. | _

Later when New Amsterdam became
New York and the English came In-
to power the character of the Christ-
mas haliday was changed samewhat
although the Duteh influence contin-
ued dominant for many years.
Throughout the colonies in the sev-
enfeenth and eighteenth  centuries
toys were an almost unknown fackor,
but wherever Christmas observations
were not frowned upon by religion,
feasting and good cheer were abun-
~dant, and bond and free, rich and poor,
‘old and young, shared in the games,
‘abundant food and genlal atmosphere.
In the eighteenth century toys began
Ao meke thelr appearance in the col-
! onies. Some of them were brought
from over seas and had the enchant-
‘ng quality of novelty., Little girls
“'who bad helped to mother their young
< or brothers and sisters were delighted
with d6lis that were all their own,
to fghdle and coddle. A foy was a
thing to be cherished in those days.
Some of the gifts were of real in-
sle value, for the shipping and
ading were growing to be important
actors In the colonies, and en
orenght treasures of all kinds from
the far Hast to the seaports, whence
‘hoy were distributed to other parts
Jf the colonies. The war for indepen-
" mee interrupted this and the chil-
shared in the self-sacrifices and
‘vations that were undergone by
ae families living In the colonies
flut time. When soldiers were
. wing at Valley Forge there was
" e thought in their homes of Christ-
 mes omerrymakings and little out of
which to provide it.
After the war there were stiil lean
but by the opening of the nine-
th century peace and plenty
the land and Santn Claus
' it safe to resume his visits and

Pﬁ: his distributions.
BT
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- Remember Oid Friends.

 “What? A holiday greetings card
. With old Bill's nawe scribbled across

. . Good old Bil! Why, it's

TH EAT

Speciat Madlnse Eatustay 2 to 5:30

.

Friday Jan, 14

Supreme Comedy

“The Silent Barrier”

A Hodkinson special, from book by Louis Tracy, author .
of “'Old Kentucky’. Directed by William Worthington

F Saturday Jan, 15

George Walsh
in
*Sink or Swim"’

Bray Comics

Mutt & Jeff in ‘‘Song Birds”’

Clyde Cook
in
*“Don’t Tickle"

Monday Jan 17

Ethel Clayton
in
‘““Maggie Pepper’’

Tuesday Jan, 18

Chas. Ray
9 in
“Red Hot Dollars”’

Sunshine Comedians
L4
-
“Should Dummies Marry"’

Mack Swain
m
“Don’t do it Again”’

Thursday Jan. 20

““The Forbidden Thing”

An Associated Producers special, from the book by Mary Mears, Personally directed by Allen Dwan
featuring James Kirkwood, who starred in '‘The Luck of the Irish’’ and

supported Lewis Sargent in “‘The Sou! of Youth”

One night only

Wednesday Jan. 19
MARY MILES MINTER

in

The N—l—erkel Mail

Pablished Every Friday Morning by
"1 MERKEL MAN PRINTING COMPANY, INL
THOMAS DURNAM, Editor and Manager

SUBSCRIPTION $1.50 PER YEAR
TELEPHONE No. 61

Entered at the ofhice at Merkel
Texas as second class mail iwatter.

Any erroneous reflection on the char
acter, standing or reputation of any-
person, firm or corporation which ma
appesr in the columns of The Mail will
be gladly corrected upon its being
brought to the attention of the man-
agement.

PATRONS OF THE MAIL who do
not receive their paper regularly will
confer a favor upon the management
by reporting the fact. You should also
watch the label of your paper to ascer-
tain when your time is out and renew
before your name automatically leaves
our list, as all papers stop when the
‘ term of subscription expires.

We doubt if there is a section
of the country throughout the
‘entive stale, and possibly in the
;south. where the farmer, al-
‘though he has been hit hard
‘here, is in better condition than
those of the Merkel country at
the present time, Most every
one has plenty of feed and to
spare, Nearly all have plenty of
meat for the year, and lots of
chickens, butter and milk, and
without having to buy any of
these necessities, times are not
going to be so hard after all for
the most of our farmers. But
speaking of butter and milk and
‘chickens and eggs, one of our
farmer friends who resides right
near town on his 160 acre farm
who came here nine years ago
with earthly posessions amount-
ing only to three ponies, one
milk cow, a few farming tools
and $25.00 in money, vhile in
conversation with us, stated (not
for publication) that he and his
good wife sold from 75 hens and
three Jersey cows, during nine
months of the year 1920 the sum
of $470.00 worth of produce. He
sold enough cotton whil¢ the
price was around twenty cents
to pay off his land notes, with
four bales stored for “better or
worse.” He paid about $8,000
for this fine farm and has it
about paid for, no one need doubt
but that he will meet the next
and last payment. Why? Be-
cause he produces some of the
things needed to live on at home,

A great season is in the ground oply living on what his
throughout the West and’ .:lm of that year will bring.
re

the farmers of this great em

“Judge of Rogues Harbor”’
From the Booth Tarkington boy stories

1las was handed us to read by L.

" ting away for future needs a

COMING—
William 8. Hart

EARNEST BUTTERWORTH
in

““The Teachers Pet"’
“Return.Draw Egan’’

WHY FARMERS SHOULD
SAVE

lHe could get better prices,
would be satisfied with his work
and would not have to worry for
fear that because his cotton crop
turned out bad he would not be
able to pay what he owed, be-
cause he wouldn't owe much,

: The farmer could so bring it
Iginm??%ergl?:::rlg:ﬁog: abou( that he could raise his en-
Bank and is so full of good sen-‘,ti"e living \\:ith vegetables, hogs
sible advice to all of us that we ¢0Ws and chickens and make cot-
feel like we are doing the com-|ton his money crop. Every
munity a real service by pub- tin_xe he came to town he coul.d
lishing it. bring something to sell, even if
The test need of the
whole com'y today is the need'el of sweetpotatoes. By the end
to save money. No matter what of the year he would hot owe the
a man’s position is, if he has merchants money but they
something saved for an emer- \yould we them some. .There are
gency he can feel safer what- & few farmers llkg this, but be-
ever happens. The farmer and fore much gocd in general can
the man on a salary can both be accognphshed they will ha\{e
improve their condition by put- 10 be like Abou Adhem-—their
tribe wil] have to increase.

: - During the last year the sav-
1)02;02;: ;;!Lste}:\iyt;?:eke{he low ings d.eposits. in most of the bank
price of farm products is at- P this section of the country,
tracting much attention to the at least have increased very lit-
farmer and his loss of profits, t1e. It seems that the people

There is only one way to avoid Are not saving even as much as
this ‘loss 01{ the pa|¥t of the they did before the war. Such

farmer. Price fixing and vari-  condition as this can not bring
ous other methods have been increased prosperity and people
tried to remedy the situation, will have to get the saving habit
both from the standpoint of the A%ain before they can expect to
producer and of the consumer, accomplish worth-while results,

but this is like trying to build B e R Ay
a house by putting the roof on COAL—COAL—Don’t think be-
first. We must begin with the ¢ause the gun is shinning sum-
foundation if we expect to build mer 1s here. Will have car coal
a house and the same rule appl- °% track next week. Get off the
ies to economic conditions. car. T. J. R. Swafford. 1t
The farmers of Texas and the
South have made a living too Corn ten
eagily for a long time. It has -
almost been accidental, Each INCOME TAX IN A NUTSHEL
vear they have lived off the crop’ ’
they were growing and the re-
sult was that when harvesting D
time came the farmer didn't for the year 1920; married
own his crop. Practically the couples who had net income of
result of his year's labors be- . $2,000. s
longed to some other person and WHEN? March 15, 1921, i sthe
when his debts were paid he had  final date for filing returns
nothing left with which to be- and making first payments.
gin the new year., _ WHERE? Collector of Internal
The result of all of this is Revenue for district in which
that the farmer can not say at' the person resides.
what price his products shall be HOW? Full directions on Form
sold. They do not belong to him  1040A and Form 1040; also
and he has to sell them at any the law and regulations.
price he can get to secure WHAT? Four pe.rcent normal
enough to pay obligations. When ~ tax_on taxable income up to
he knows that he will have, $4,000 in excess of exemption
nothing left from his year's Eight per cent normal tax on
work he can not ‘have much in-, balance of taxable income. Sur
; ~ tax from 1 per cent to 65 per
products cent on net incomes over
. $6,000.

The following written by D.
K. Waggoner, President of the
Security National Bank of Dal-

cents, Ray at Blair. tf

WHO? Single persons who had

The remedy for such a eondi-‘

COMING—

it was nothing more than a bush- ing

net income of $1,000 oy more!

“Bride 13"

e —————— |
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'FOR RENT—Nicely furnished
bed-room, close in, with stove.
Telephone 145, Tt2

WANTED—To rent 50 or 75
acres on the halves., Address
G. L. Bishop, Merkel, Texas 7t3p

Truck Driver wants job driv-
. Can handle any kind of
Truck. Phone or write M. R.
Sherman, Trent, Texas. Tt3p

STOVE WOOD—Have 20 to 25
loads Stove Wood at cost; also
a few loads heater blocks all
thoroughly dry. T.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>