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PROGRESSING NOW

The writer is informed that

. the work on drilling out the iron

in the Bland well is now pro-
gressing nicely, and that it is
likely that this will soon be com-
pleted, when actual drilling on
this test will again be started
in earnest. And since this test
is now down about twenty-three
or four hundred feet, it is pos-
sible that when drilling has a-
gain been started it will only
‘"e a short time to finish the

EPWORTH LEAGUE AN-
NOUNCEMENT

Business meeting of Epworth
League, Friday might at 7 p.m.

at the Methodist Church. All‘

members please be present,
Program

Leader Hazel Harkrider,

Subject: “Missionary work

the near East”.

Song; Prayer; Song.

Announcements,

teading Blanche Durham.

Seripture lesson: Isa., 52:7-15.

Song.

Dialogue.

Our work in the East by Mrs.

Murrell, 3

in

League Benediction. lbe made, everyone will be enabl-

B i ——————

BENEFT EURDPE'S STARVING GHILDREN

The heart eries of the starv-
‘ing children of Europe will be an
'swered in a unique manner in
'this city, when the Cozy Theatre
ywill hold a free matinee and
‘night performance for the bene-
fit of the European Relief Coun-

cil, Wednesday, February 2nd.
'Theugh no admission charge will

their great work is self explana-
tory.

“A Ten Spot Saves a Tot”

There are a great many per-
sons who will not be able to
spare a ‘“ten spot”, but accord-
ing to the theatre men every lit-
tle bit helps, and if those who
can’t save one life would try to
save a half, a fifth, a tenth, or
even less of one life, there would

THE COZY THEATRE PUTS ON SHOW FOR

8 PAGES

METHODIST CHURCH
NOTICE

Our Sunday School continues
to grow both in numbers and in-

MERKEL DEFEATS
e O, 0 10 %

'the Sunday School unless YOu Large Crowd of Spectators Wit-
;know all there is to be known of ness “Snappiest” Game
‘Gods word. Come to Sunday of the Season

School, the time is 10 o’clock.

Preaching at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.' TN, b
by the pastor. Subject for the On the indoor Gymnasium
morning hour will be “The Re- here Wednesday night the good
port of the Spies.” At the even- tossers from Baird met their de-
ing hour, “Borrowed Religion,” feat at the hands of the Merkel
and do not forget the 30 minutes High School aggregation. The
song service at the evening hour, game was the first to be played
W. M. Murrell, pastor. on Merkel’s indoor court.

MAIL

ed to contribute to the fund be others to provide for the | Jerome Hutchenson (Chachie)
\which Herbert Hoover is spon- remaining parts. It is expected 'starred for the locals by tossing

‘8oring to care for the famine that the local organizations ' '24 points of the 41 made by,
ywarped bodies of the children of which did such effective work

MEHKE[ GIHI.S "N' ‘Merkel. Asbury of Baird threw.
the war-weary countries of Eu- during the war will join in with | |

12 of the 28 points made by the
rope. | Manager Groene in putting over|
¢+ There are 3,500,000 starving the benefit show next Wednes- i

..ww. And as it is reported on

good authority that a showing
of gas and oil has already been
- encoun we would not be
s if ‘the Bland well did
- not come 4n the real producer in
this section. ;

At the Stith well, by the C. H.

|
visitors. The local team showed
' ~ excellent playing in getting the
[ittle tots just beyond.the Atlan- day afternoon and night.

: e ball to “Chachie” and Petty so
ticc and the FEuropean Relief; It is figured that every tenl

that it could be thrown into the

Oil and Development Company'
the crew has been busy day and
night for some time in an effort
to extricate ceveral joints of cas-
wgs which has been los' in the
hole and we are informed that up
to Wednesday, two joints of this
had been secured, and that the
erew and officials are expecting
to be able to clean the hole most
and day now, after which the
I be drilled on down as
., as possible.

d while this company has
vncountered some unavoidable
and lengthy delays they are by
no means disheartened, and be-
fieve that ’ere many days shall

Again the Senior girls Basket-
ball team went “over the top” in
their game of ball Friday with
the Trent girls. The game was
“peppy’’ from start to finish.
Despite the fact that Trent
showed especially good team

Council has taken the task of dollars collected in this manner
feeding them upon its shoulders. can save the life of a child by
The Council is headed by Her. the closest figuring. The money
bert Hoover, Franklin K. Lane, collected by this fund will be
former secretary interior, occu- spent in the United States in
pies the post of treasurer, and j§ purchasing food and eclothing,
comprised of the following organ and no part of it wil be sent

Some time during Tuesday basket by them.

night, of last week, the Merkel ,, 11 SPirit and “pep” shown at
Dry Goods Company store in thg game was far above any-
this city was broken into and thing prev;oqa;lg‘ showg There
quite a lot of fine silks and othey W25 2 = Srowd presity

e - and they certainly backed the
high-priced goods stolen. And team. The spirit of true sports-

izations: Americab Friends' ser-
vice Committee, American Red
Cross, American Relief Admin-
istration, Fed. Coun. of the
churches of Christ, Jewish Joint
Distritution Committee Knights
of Columbus, Young Men's chris
tian Association and Young Wo-
men’s Christian Association,

In attending the show at the
Cozy Theatre, you will be one of

work, Merkel could not endure
the idea of being defeated. The
final score was 6 to 11 in the
home team’s favor,

Many were disappointed be-
cause the Trent and Merkel
teachers game was not played.
The visiting teachers forfeited
the game to our home teachers.
We haven't yet learned which
one “scored” them out of play-

as soon as it became known that
the store had been robbed, mem-
bers of thg firm got busy with
the officers and within a few
hours most of the goods had
been located in the old oil mill
building southwest of town, and
two Mexicans who had been stay
ing around the Mexan quarters
near the section house for a few
days were taken in custody, and
after considerable -+ questioning,

overseas for any purpose,

The Literary Digest and the
Saturday Evening Post have
both concentrated on helping
Herbert Hoover to put this noble
cause over the top, and it is up
to the citizens of Merkel to help
the local motion picture theatre
/in realizing their quota.

Skeptical persons are crying
over the fact that we are al-

manship shown by both teams
and the fans was good. It was
a clean game throughout.

Coach Easterday of Simmons
College came over from Abilene
and did excellent service by call-
ing the game. Both teams and
spectators vere especially well
pleased with the way the game
was played.

The line-up for Baird and Mer-

have passed they will bring in a ten million guests who will be ready aiding in relief work for ; > kel are as follows:
real producer, ingl.‘he Merkel girls will play the entertained in American cities, other countries and forgetting 3&': wf;‘kel’:e:: fAbi"e“‘;t_ w':?“’ Baird Merkel
- Abilene high Schopl Girls Fri- that 3,500,000 children—the in- our own. America today is the Seviral d: 3 Ag{er“v:n le?a:: Jones Rf Hutchenson
EPORT OF WOMANS 'day. Come and see a good game. visible guests-——may be saved. r?chest and most prosperous na- sing trial )'(I’l.xes i o0 Lhile Sach Bullett .f Petty
MISSIQNARY UNION The home girls appreciate the Manager Groene will furnish tion on the globe. The $35,000,- they were bound over on $500.00 Asbury C Ferguson
“vells” and help you gave them €very thing for the performance 000 that it is hoped will be rais- bond to await the aetion of the FoWell Rg Steveng
y w 's Missi Un. last Friday and hope you will 5° that every penny donated ed by the council is to be spent Sinvy-at the nekt tere. 57 WOt Lg Darsey

s B = Iy lss:onary " Leep the good work going and ™Ay %o direct to the councilk.  in the United States in the pur- ‘"‘:'t. _— Substitutes :—

e:::t l? the regu 2&}‘3080;81’011 see Merkel win. . It is expected that for once chasing of food. Ewyope has e , " Wilkins for Petty; Durham for
Mgy X tenl;:on t 4 five .“?t" : ‘the lure of the open road and the been unable to raise a sufficient' ECamns g o Hutchenson ; Howell for Stevens:
e gt o speeding rar will be forgott¢n amount to supply her own people TAKE NOTICE Toombs for Largent; Largent

rs were present. ik, B. Y. P. U. PROGRAM
The subject was “The Foreign

Mission Outlook,” and the dis-

'for the two hours of entertain- and it is the duty of this nation'
'ment which will be offered at to come to her aid. Practically

for Darsey.
We want your eggs, and will, .

sussions brought before us a

“reneral view of the mission work

ne by our Baptist forces

¥n the various fields where we
conduct operations.

Our pastor gave us an inter-

Song; Prayer.

Devotional: Miss Willie Swann,
Leader: Lula Sharp.

Subject: “Life and works of Dr.
Jno. A. Broadus.”

1. Birth and early childhood by
Nell Swann.

| esting recital of his experiences 2 (onversion and personal work

as missionary in Portugal.and v Gilie Howard.

‘upg, a song in the Portugese
. rl

e realize now, as perhaps we

did not before the rendition of
this program, the enormity of
the Mission task and the hard-
hips that accompany it, yet the
of” seeing heathen nations

n to God is more than a com-
isation for every bitter ex-

ience,
\fter the p'?gram a short
‘ness sess* -~ was had and

the meetiny closed with a
er by Bro. Parrack.

i to attend these meetings
Vou are missing some great oc-
idons for spiritual growth if
v dn pot attend. Reporter.

B % E
|

PTIST ANNOUNCEMENTS

ok mymat 10 a.m. with
ce for all. s for all

" Our record is still improv- of the Woodrum Filling Station,
Come help us make It bet. an up-to-date Shoe Shop. Mr.

-7 p.m. Morning

Preaching by the pastor at
1) “
: e second

" Even

lady in the church is ,

3. Teaching and study by Mabel
McNees.
4. Preacher and teacher by Ruth
Newberry.
5. Song by Miss Althea Boden.
6. Beginnings of the Seminary
Emma Houston.
7. The Seminary a hot-bed of
Missions by Ola Sharp.
8. Sunday School and B.Y.P.U.
leadership by Mrs. N. Hancock.
9. Fourfold eminance by Walter
Jackson,
Conclusion.,

Business session, president in

harge.

.
— —

ANOTHER SHOE SHOP TO
OPEN HERE

Mr. W, R. Bridees of Abilene,
inferms the Mail that he and a
gentleman by the name of Byrd
will open in this city, next week,
in the building next door south

Bridges statesthat it wil be
equipped with the best and latest
equipment. and that competent

the Theatre. Entertainment half of the fund has been rais-
‘whieh is doubly satis#ying, for ed up to this time, with a little
not only will the person attend- more than one week to complete
ing enjoy an excellent photoplay the total. Possibly forty thous-
program, but he will have the and persons in the world have
added satisfaction of knowing given something. Millions who
that his contribution aided in can give have thus far remained

abetting life in some young body silent. Go to the Cozy Wednes»!

half the world away. The motto day afternoon or night. Give
of the theatre men throughout what you can. rou will enjoy 2
the country in their campaign hours of good holsome amuse-
to raise money to aid Mr. Hoover ment besides helping save the
and his associates in carrying on life of & starving child.

| GETS FOUR YEARS

l We are authorized to announcel We are informed that the
that on February 1 and 2, Dep- young man, Luther Collins, who
‘uty Revenue Collector, W. S. Mi- last fall was arrested and charg-
chael, of Abilene, will be in Mer- ed with forging the name of T.
kel to assist individual income O. Larkey, who resides near here
tax payers who need help in to several checks given the.bus-
making out their tax returns. iness men of Merkel, was cop-
So if you have to make a report victed in two cases and given 2
and there is anything you do not years in the state prison in each

understand, you will do well to case. y
call on the collectar while here.

R omen o In the columns of this paper

Our good friend and fellow there are bargains offered to the
citizen, J. L. Banner returned buying public each week. Those
Monday from Comanche, where Who read get the benefit of same
he had been called to the bed- Especially at this time are the

o

'mm reasons for and capable workmen will be in side of his a‘ed father, who has merchants of this City offering

! ! ”
. and Junior Unions
a Monday at 7

at

charge.
We understand that both of

.the above gentlemen have fami- 100 mile post of time. We are

lies and have moved them to our

-y . city already. Watch for their better when our friend Mr. Bar
¢ Tuesday 2:30, .Announcement in our next issue, ner left him, and trust that he
g Wedn : : o 1&7beswndtonmdnm

been very ill for afew days. The exceptionally good bargains in
Senior Mr. Banner reached the many articles which the buying
public needs and must have, and
only a short time ago were fore-
double what these
now offered at. In

glad to learn that he was

»
-

“and loved ones

makes no difference how many, .

or how few you have, the same
price will be payved to all.
us before you sell.
Grocery.

See On last Friday evening Miss
W W wood".lohxmie Sears entertained a few
- T it of her chums with a slumber
% i 'The guests all had arrived by
F. M. Thompson, Chief Claim 7 o’clock and from that time on
Agent of the Clover Leaf, was in there . was much merriment,
the city Mondsy on a brief visit Many interesting games were

to his brother, L. R. Thompson. played and the Victrola furnish-

Mr. Thompson lives in Frank- ed much amusement. Although
fort, Indiana and has been in all ‘retired about eleven o'clock
rail road business all of his life there was no sleep té be had by
except the three years of active any one there, for a eertain few
service in the Phillipine Islands were real “night owls,” and kept .
'during the Spanish-American the others awake with their
‘war. He has traveled extensive- pranks.
'ly in the Orient and in the Unit- A delicious breakfast was serv
ed States and has an interesting ed the next morning, which was
|fund of information gained from immensely enjoyed by all.
'observation and travel. He was The girls then left for their
very favorably impressed with respective homes, each assuring
this part of Texas and promises their hostess of the gay time
his brother more frequent visits. they had enjoyed.
| i R

Miss Evorie Clark who will REAL ESTATE FIRM MOVES
have charge of the Millinery de- —
partment at the Merkel Dry The Merkel 'Renl% Company
Goods Company, left first of the eomposed of Messrs

| — —

.'0. Boney

,week for St. Louis where she will and Walter Jackson moved their

this department last season, her very comfortable and handsome
many friends will be glad to quarters.

learn that she will be with them  The upper part of their build-
again this year, ing was damaged some time ago
| i by fire and has just been re-

" Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Reynolds

to make Merkel their home. M.

ber and has a position with the &- $
H. M. Rose shop in this ecity.' ‘ T

These - come to our

~spend some time studying the effices last week to-the upper
"latest in Millinery. Miss Clark story of their building on Front
was associated with this firm in Street, where they now have

modeled and beautitfully finishe =

o Vb e Sy S

Reynolds is an experienced bar. 1Y equipped offices in the buﬂt!'
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~and family and son-in-law, Mr,

Surplus Fund ......

Deposits . ...
rediscounts . ..

T. J. TOOMBS
JOHN SEARS

R. L. BLAND

R. O. ANDERSON
F. Y. GAITHER

STATEMENT OF CONDITION

THE FARMERS STATE BANK

Merkel, Texas December 29th,

RESOURCES
Loans ard Discounts .......... $625,475.43
Banking House .............
Furniture end Fixtures .. ...
Bonds and War Savings Stamps . .
Asst. and Int, Guaranty Fund. . ..
Cash and Exchange .........

LIABILITIES
GO IR . . . cvt s v s

.. 1.263.46
. 12717.05

Reserved for taxes . . .‘ '. -. ..
Undivided Puofits ..........

s .. 40,385.44
TR T S SER oL
Other Borrowed Money ... ...

ONLY GUARANTY FUND BANK
IN MERKEL

SAFETY AND SERVICE

. President
Vice President
..Vice President

CARD OF THANKS

fthized

& ke B
1920 {the sincere appreciation

'hearts for the kindness show
!whotht‘r in words or deeds.

ly bless and reward you in th
land where sickness and deat

... T7,850.00 shall never come. if paid within five days will be
oo 5,200.00 We want especially to thank|$3.00 after first of February it
8,30L.11 the physician who was so faith-|will be $5.00. See J. H. Witcher
4,068.79 ful, those who sat up assisting|Collector. 1t
... 192,724.78

the minister for his

$843,620.11 sympathy and

McDonald and children,

It is physieally impossible for
us to see and express to each in-fcan sell you a suit at any price
dividual who so kindly sympa-|you want to pay. Our new
and assisted during the|Spring Samples have arrived and
'sickness and death of our wife{the prices run from $24.00 up,!
‘and mother so we take this meth|and we guarantee you a perfect,
lod of trying to put into words|and all-wool material, so now be
of our{gure and call and look our lines

| Since it is impossible to put
into words the profound grati-
tude of our heart, we pray that|
our Heavenly Father may rich- —_

in careing for wife and mother,
words of
assurance to-|ed for 75¢ per bale for the first
gether with those who gave the|{month and 65 cents per bale per
beautiful floral offerings. W. D.|month for each month thereafter

STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN

Now is the time to buy. We

n over,
CASH TAILOR SHOP
Mrs. C. L. Cash

STREET 'l' AX

e| Just five more days in which
h{to pay your Street Tax which

Your Cotton Stored and insur-

Merkel Cotton Warehouse Co. tf

- - - —

$50,000.00
50.000.00

689,304.16

None
None

$843,620.11

ing, on Front Street,
der any services possible

4 tate, Loans, Fire Insurance and all kinds of Notary

work.

MOVED

We now occupy offices in the Merkel Realty Build-
where we will be glad to ren-

in Farm and City Real Es-

Cashier

TME

\\S\

IS BUSINESS

CONFIDENCE
(AN ACCOUNT HERE
WILL WELP,

Somebody is always deposit-
ing yvour money in the bank.

——

I s it you who are saving part
of your income and putting it
where it will work for your bene-
fit?

————

Or is it all slipping through
yvour fingers into the pocket and
bank account of some one whe
appreciates its value more than
you?

— e ——

A savings account with us will
solve that problem.

THE BANK THAT B KS

‘\?\\&‘AERL IANTS N4 'rl,.

Oy g,

_Asst.

Cashier

Merkel Realty Co.

W. O. BONEY

WALTER JACKSON

|

| NS

¥ \ | k=~/‘
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GOLAN NEWS

Health of the community is|
very good. Brother Hanks held
his regular meeting day here,
Sunday, but the people: of this|
community are so slow they very |
seldom get there in time to have |
Sunday School before mwchmg|
and we haven't had Sunday|
School the past two Sundays. |
They had better get up a little
earlier on Sunday morning and
father and mother come out
more often instead of sending
the children. Come and bring
them and see what they get into

Bro. Hanks and Mr. and Mrs. |
Meddie Herron and son were
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Val P.
Byrom Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs.
Cright visited Mr.
Stribbling Sunday.

The Golan High Schoo! bdsket
ball teams have organized and
are getting right down to work.

Miss Bettie Byrom spent the
week end with Miss Stella Ely
of Noodle. She reported a very
nice time”

Everyone is invited to the lit=
erary Friday night and box sup-
per Saturday night, 28th and 29
of January.

Miss Cleta Ely of Noedle spent
the weekend with Dliftle Miss
Gertrude Byrom.

Misses Vida Williamg and Es-
ther Herron took supper with
Elmer Davis Sunday night.

Miss Bulah Herron also took
supper with Mr. Luther Davis
Sunday night.

A crowd of people from Golan
aire going to the all-day singing
convention next Sunday.

Misses Edna and Ela Cox
visited their cousing Sunday
Misses Ajvie and Gladys Gann.

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Hudspeth

|

Eaimest Mece-
and Mrs. C.C.

ARAR ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%%%%%ﬁ

3

and Mrs, Rapp Greene went to
Abilene to Baptist preaching
Sunday.

All the girls bring boxes Sat-
urday night to the box-supper
and all the boys come prepared
to buy them.

. 49
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The Brown D.G. Company

COMPARE QUALITY AND PRICE---THEN GOME

Yard - wide' Brown
Domestic ... 12%e

Sea Island Domest.

yard wide . ____.

Qutings
18¢c 15¢ and 25¢

Brown Canton
Flannel .. ___._. 20c

Yard-wide Bleached Domestic, special at

Full 9-4 bleached Sheeting, extra at___

Great bargaiﬁs in 36-inch Percale 45¢ grade

Ginghams Cut Half.

They are going fast

15, 20 and 25¢

Men’s Suits at slaughtered pricee

_________________ $19.65, 23.70, 34.85

Sheep lined Coats and moleskin Vests,
$22.50 valuesnow. .. _________ SR $1.25

All wool pants cut to 10 per cent

__Less Than Cost

Blankets and Comforts, your choice

________________________ HALF PRICE

Shoes, Shoes, Shoes, all go at

Cost and A‘Less

Ladies Coats and Suits, your choice

_____________________ - HALF PRICE

This Sale ends February 15th.

Seeing is Believing

.

The Brown D.G. Company

4 lorchandin

I —— ————————

and Mrs Ralph Henson

Mr.
S 0EE 0 e C ¢ e S e S M MM MITIEN o, R, e

. Henson has'a position as

Telephone Company, Mr. aud
'Mrs. Henson are very fine peo--
ple and have a host of friends
‘here who deeply regret their go-
'ing away. We commend them
ito the best people of that city,
rand trust Mr. and Mrs. Henson

ﬁ'may enjoy health and happiness
in their new home.

VIQLEN AND PIANO

I could handle a few more pul- 7
ils in either Piano or Violen.
Rates reasonable. Mrs. Rose Mil- *
ler, or call at Rose Barber
Shop. 28

The next time you need any
thing in the Automobile lin¢
give us a chance to serve you
Commercial Moto—- Co, tf

FRUIT TREES, SHRUBS,
EVERGREENS,

x A fine stock ‘of fine trasg B
% sure bearing sorts selected out

of seventeen hundred varietiee
w have tested sinece our fin
Texas orchard was planted #
1858,
1875.) Peach, Plum,
Berries, etec. 3

Our stock of Ev
shades, and hardy omlm‘lt
shrubs is unequaled. Let 1
make your home grounds hll\
tiful forever. Plants and
gestions made for grounds Warg
or small.

We can use more salesmen ar
saleswomen, temporary
manent, local or genera

(Nursery established ¥
‘ Pmn

managel for the Southwestorng .
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JAD PROGRAM
Federal Aid to be Granted States
on Same Terms it is
Now Received

|
Washington, Jan. 25.—A road

building program to the amount
of $100,000,000 for the fiscal
year of 1922 is provided in legis-
lation today ordered reported by
the House Roads Committee, and
which will be brought before the
House early in Febaary, accord-
ing to plans announced tonight.
The legislation as introduced call-
ed Tor a four-year program with
a total of $400,000.000 for the
Government's part of the ex-
pense. This would have been
adopted, members of the com-
mittee said, but for the admis-
sion of the Republican steering
committee that is would facility
for only a one-year program of
$100,000,000. h
Same Terms as Now
By providing this far in ad-
. vance the States will be able to
make plans to meet their portion
of the total expenses, the Fed-
eral appropriation being offered
upon terms and conditions as
those governing the present
funds. Congress has made ap-
propriations for the fiscal year
of 1921, and it is proposed to
continue the aid by a similar ap-
propriation next year.

The committe adopted amend-
ments to the bill offered by Rep-
resentative McKeown of Okla-
homa, which will give Oklahoma
credit for its nontaxable land,
in making up the total the State
shall receive under terms of the

. law.

\ Also the committe adopted a

nalty provision offered by Mr.

fcKeown. This provides that

y one making a false state-
‘ent of representation as to
material used or quality of work
' performed in the construction of
any project approved under the
act, such statement being with
intent to defraud the United
States shall be liable to imprison-
ment for five years or fine of
310000

AML
7

Why
Suﬂ'er

Wonders for Me,”
Declares This Lady.

“I suffered for a long
time withwomanly weak-

2 <

V
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NEW HARDWARE

+  require.

trial.

q

tised brards.

Telephone

carried by any firm in West Texas.
where what you want, at the price you wish to pay, give us a
We may have just what you are looking for. -

know the Quality,

BESPITE THE FACT---

—that the market is liable at any time to decline, we are eon=
tinually replacing such items in our stock as our customers may

We shall continue, for the benefit of the public, to
carry at all times the largest assortment of

Shelf Hardware, Stoves, Leather Goods,
Auto and Electrical Supplies, Wind
Mills, Pipe Fittings,

REDUCTION IN GROCERY PRICES

The unusually low prices that we are offering in our Gro-
cery Department have attracted the attention of many. And
we shall continue these Prices indefinitely.
numbered among those who are saving by purchasing their
groceries here, give us the opportunity of reducing for you the
high cost of living. @ Remember that at all times we carry a
| complete, fresh stock of Staple and Fancy Groceries. € You
for we are carrying all the leading, adver-

West Company

Twenty-five Years of Better Service

Etec., Etc.,
If you do not find else-

If you have not been

No. 69

Cl"l‘ THE (()\'l‘ OF PRO-
DUCTION

|
The 1920 farm crops cost more |
lto produce than any other crop
in the history of the country. A
portion of this cost is directly
chargeable to high priced labor.
A part, at least, may have been
the result of a belief that the
‘moepe.iu of 1918 and 1919
would continue through 1920
land 1921 and consequently many
| farmers assumed the rolé of boss
and not only put in an acreage,

but hired a great deal of work
|done that he could have done
thimself. Whether or not this is
'generally true, the fact remains
'that those who planted more
than they could reasonably take
care of with the ordinary avail-
able help, lost more proportion-
ately than those who did a large
share of their own work.

It is just as easy for a farm-!
er to overdo as it is a business |
man in the city. Oftentimes a.
business grows too 1#pidly for
the amount of capital invested
and the money available for oper |
ating expenses., The business’
becomes top heavy and there is!
a crash. The same is true on|
the farm. It is better to cultl-'
vate a small acreage well than a '
large acreage poorly, or with ex. |
pensive help. The cost of pr (M
duction, as in 1920, is often mom!
than gross returns, Cut out'
the lost motion found in excess-
ive acreage and you reduce oper-
ating expenses.—Farm & Ranch. |

GINNING NOTICE i
!

This will notlfy those who!
have cotton to gin that after
January 29, we will only run ouy
gin on Friday and Saturday of
cach week. F. P. HAMM. 1t

You had better get that cot-
ton protected from the bad wea-

oy

THE COST OF LIVING

The results of an analysis of
the course of living costs dur-
ing the period from June 1, 19-
14, to Dec. 31, 1920, in thirty-
two cities have been made public
by the department of labor. The
figures include cost of food,
which is taken as representing
42 per cent of essential expendi-
ture of the family; clothing, 16.6
per cent of expenditure; hous-
ing, 14.3 per cent; fuel and light
4.3 per cent; furniture and fur-
nishings, 3.3 per cent, and mis-
cellaneous, 18.7 per cent. The
analysis shows tht after a con-
tinuing increase in the cost of
almost every necessity of life
from June 1, 1914, until June,
1920, a break came during the

last six months of 1920, no de-/
crease, however, occuring in the
cost of housing, fuel and Iight.l

Durmg these SIX months hous-
ing showed an increase of 5.7
per cent, and fuel and light,
26.4 per cent. For the entire
period of six years and a half the
heaviest increase were in the
prices of clothing and furniture
and furnishings. Detroit, Mich.,
leads all cities in the rise of liv-
ing costs, the increase there be-
ing computed at 136 per cent up
to last June. On Dec. 31 last,
living costs there had dropped
to 118.6 per cent above the level
in June, 1914.—Fort Worth Rec-
ord.

We carry a nice line of tires
accessories, oils, and gasoline, at
our new location. Drive in and
let us serve you. Commercial
iMotor Co. tf

Brand and Shorts at G. M.
Sharp’s. tf

— .

.

At The Same
Old Place

First class Clean Goods as Cheap as can be

solj

Remember we don’t hide anything un-

u;:t gets scarce then go up and reb you.

/’ ou know how Twine,
n

Onion Sets, Hoes and

umerous other things have advanced to rob
¢ you when they get scarce. We never run

.

;' and then advance the
ly live.

"y #around and buy up all there is in our town

prico-oyoueonhrd-

COMPERE ITEMS

———

Mrs. Ola Spurgin was unable
at attend Sunday School Sunday
on account of a very sore foot.
As L.L. Estes and family were
motoring to Merkel Saturday a
very exciting incident oceured
when their car caught on fire,
causing a great deal of trouble.
School is progressing nicely
under the supervision of Misses
Bessie Tucker, Mary Campbell
and Mr. Dewey Ramsey. A splen-
did program which was enjoyed
very much by a large audience
was rendered by the Literary
society of the school on last Fri-
day afternoon. Those pupils tak-
ing part in the program showed
great ability and that they had
been well instructed. From the
success of the program, it seems
that the teachers and pupils are
all interested and cooperating in
their work. I am sure the liber-
al gontribution for playground
equipment was appreciated by all
concerned in the school.

at the home of Miss Fannie Chil-
dress Saturday evening and
spent some time in social conver-
sation and making candy.

day School Sunday in spite of
the threatening weather.
Compere was well represented
at the Singing at Noodle Sunday
afternoon.

The singing at Mr, Cranston’s

Sunday night.

E. C. Spurgin and family ac-
companied by Miss Mary Camp-
bell went to Merkel Sunday after
noon.

Miss Thelma Merritt who is
attending school at Noodle spent
the week end with home folks.

MEAT MARKET NOTICE

We have moved our Meat Mar-
ket to Ivan, Texas, in the Breck-

and summer months, and wish
to notify all who are indebted
to us for meat that the accounts
are in the hands of Mrs. J. H.
McDonald, who will collect and re
ceipt for same.

We are grateful to each and all
for their patronage in the past
and hope to be with you again
next fall. Respectfully,
McCoy's Meat Market.

Some times a man's money
keeps him in good standing in
the church, regardless of his
real moral character.

A number of young people met |

A large crowd attended Sun-',

was enjoyed by a large crowd,

enridge oil fields for the spring,

Lucky
STRIKE

cigarette

lf ——

GROW ONLY THE BEST

Many Eastern Cotton mills are

beginning e increase their con-
sumption of cotton, and as a re-

‘sult, the market has showed per-
nods of firmness and occasional-
v prices have advanced. This
should be encouraging to those
‘who have been holding cotton,
but should not cause them to
turn loose any large amounts of
the staple or make plans for a
larger acreage next season.

A recent report on the statis-
tical position of cotton shows
that there is in the world some
13,000,000 bales of cotton, or
more than half of a world’s crop,
“ which varies from 20,000,000 to
25,000,000 bales. With this a-
mount of cotton in stock, it
~would be poor business to pro-
duce another bumper crop in the
United States in 1921, What is
produced should be of the hest
staple possible.

Farmers who plant poor seed
or a greater acreage than can be
properly cultivated and picked
will secure a low grade product
for which there will be no mar-
ket. Their time and investment
will be thrown away.

It will be better business to
reduce the acreage, thoroughly
prepare the seed bed, plant only
the best seed obtainable and
then cultivate assiduously. In
this way only can quality cotton
be produced and that is the only
kind that will command a fair
price the next few years.—Farm

RESO

Pledged to secure postal savings deposi
Owned andunpledged. .. ... _____.
Total bonds, Securities ete., other than

Furniture and Fixtures .
Real estate owned other thnn bankmg

Checks on other banks in the same city

and other cash items .

4 M.,..-.;.-&n-&-..‘c ;

» v b

NO.

THE FARMERQ & \lFR(‘HA‘
) AT MER

In the State of Texas, at the Close’

Loans and Discounts, including rediscounts _ %
Overdrafts, secured, ___ $2,184.20; Unsecu v
Deposited to secure circulation(U. S. Bonds par value)

Stock of Federal Reserve bank (50 per cent of Qubscnptton) =

Lawful reserve with Federal Reserve Bank .
Cash in vault and net amounts due from nauonul banks

Total of Items 12, 13, 14, 16, and 16._ ...
Checks on banks located outside of city or tqwn of reportmg baflk

Total of time dep. sub. to Res., lhanl,_co. 41, -‘Q $42,775.32
m*mn-tmm................-.....-.....'

AS, COUNTY "’“‘P-ﬂ* T

S NATIONAL BANK
% Business on Nov. 15, 1920
urdts
............. -.-$369,289.20
$1.,20893.. _____ ... 3,453.13
$6,250.00
ts (par value) 3,500.00
................... 6,146.49— 15,896.49
Ul s . 10,344.86
.......... 1,950.00
4,500.00
houoe ...... 3,000.00
e 52,233.37
.............. 201,741.76
or town as reporting bank _ 1,836.11
$203,577.87
g e 2,436.77

Redemption fund with U. 8. Trennrer and due from U, 8. 'l‘reunrer 812.50
Interest earned but not collected—approximate—on Notes and 3

Bills Receivable not past due .. s MR+ WA 453.69
Other assets, if any; this is cash collection mailed direct .. e 209.50

B . . S s 26E s h b wiin s B b R AN T oY S S $667,746, 38
X : LIABILITIES :

SURINE MR DO 101 oo ovnniisnhadihe i Tanh sl cob ik Pone s SN $50,000.00
o N e RN ISR ey SRR S TR A R N S 15,000.00
Undivided profits . P T ceeeeon.$21,149.98
Less current expenus mternt and uxn pnid ........... 9,011.76— mma
Interest and discount collected or ereditod. in ldvqnco of maturity

and not earned (approximate) . . . 5,000,00
Circulating notes outstanding. . ... ___ Ladlg igmban i s ln s Lo LR AN
Cashiers checks on own bank on\lundlng ................ VASIRGLIEN, 7,182.91

Total of items 28 29, 30, 81, and 82__ ___. $7,182.91
Demand Deposits subject to Reserve:
Individual deposits subject tocheek ... . ... . . . 518, 066.24
Certificates of deposits due in less than 30days..._ ... .. . ___ 10,880.00
Other demand deposits ... ... ... _ .. ... ...

_ Total demand to Reserve,

Items 83, 34, :':ﬂm ......... $528,946.24 :
Mmumnwa-mmhwmd) ............. 22,559.00
M‘mmh -------------------- e - e cmm lo.‘-.
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(YULETIDE BUSY

; TIME FOR CUPID
iSome Christmas Love Supersti-
: tions, Customs and Praclices

' in the Old World

4

OR POOR BRIDES

e ———

(PURSES

{ Money Collected and Presented in a
Way So as Not to Offend Girle—
Flowers Usasd in Proposals by
Shy Young Natives of Alps,

Good 8t, Thomsas, serve me right
And send me my true love tonight,
' That 1 may gaze wpon his face,
Then him in my foud arms embrace

After placing & plece of holly undet
her pillow, many & givl, in the north of
« England especially, repea(s these lines
y to _herself before retiving to-rest on
Christmas eve, sccording to a writer
i In London 1Tit-RBits

Cupid plays an imporiant part in
many of the supersiitions and customs
"hﬂ' are still extm s

Another queer ¢osiom in the north, |
although it is pot now <o prevalent ns
it was, is that of gathering maldens’
ipurses. The money for these purses is
collected some weeks hefore Christmns
froms the 'mhabitanis of the mining
ttowns, and they:nro given as marriage
portions to the poorest among those
+girls who are soon 1o be married. On
Christmas eve a full purse s quietly
‘throwvn in at ghe girl's window, so thnt
her feelings shall not he wounded by
an ostentatipus distrihution,

A Christmax practice mno-i super
stitious zirls who wish o dream ahout
their future dovers is that of abstain-
ing from food or drink or speech dur
ing the whole of Chiristiaas eve. Then,
after ull the family have retired, they
make a cake of flour, salt and water,
caled a “dumb cake® This they oa!
just before retiring toded, in the be
Mef that thelr somewhat indigestible
supper will gause them to dream of
their future hushands

In the Alps exist several
charming Yuletide customs of propos
ing marriage by the language of flow-
ers. If a girl accepts a banquet of
edelweiss from 2 man during the
period from Christmas day ¢to New
Year's eve the action denotes that she
sccepts him gs her future hushand.

Another Christimas custom ln Switz
erland is for the young man to place a
flower pot contnining a single rose, and
u note on the window sill of the girl's
room when she is abseat from home
ile then walts for a reply. Jf the maid
secepds the Bower before New Year's
eve, then the young man boldly enters
the house to “ask papn.” If, on the
cther hand, the rose is not touched,

senson

there

COZY THEATRE

EXTRA SPECIAL PROGRAM SATURDAY

MATINEE - SEE  BACK GOVER  PAGE ;

Admission 10-20-30¢
Universal Comedy

Happy Hooligan
‘‘Bride 13" Episode 2

Friday Jan. 28
George Walsh
in
“From Now On”’
A 7 reel Fox special frem the
Saturday Evening Post Story

Saturday Jan. 29 '
Buck Jones

Admigsion 10-20-30¢
Sunshine Comedians
in in
“‘Sunset Sprague”’ ““Jass Birds"’
Mutt & Jeff in Mountain Climbers

Tuesday Feb. 1 -

Shows at 7 and 8:45 p. m.
Second Show at Merkel Drug Co.

“THE MIRACLE MAN"

A Paramount special, from the play by George M. Cohen, adapted from the story by Frank L.
Packard. Directed by George Loane Tucker, Featuring Joseph J. Dowling,
House open at 6 o’clock

% RESERVED SEATS # First show at Sanders Drug Store
(Rescrve by phone if you like — eall 314 or 315) )

One night only l

T

Admission 20-40¢

Admission 10-20-30¢
George Ovey

in
“‘Spirits”’

Monday Jan 31
Bryant Washburn

in
““The Six Best Cellars’’

Fox News

Admission 10-20-30¢

Snub Pollard
in
‘““Beauty Markets'’

Thursday Feb.3
Dorothy Dalton

in
"‘Black is White"’
Bray Comics

Wednesday Feb, 2 Admission *“‘up to you'’
A Hoover Benefit Show
e  (Continuous show from4to1l p. m. -6
Entire proceeds will be given to help feed the starving
children of Europe—Come, bring some one, and give
what you can.

A

COMING
“Male & Female” William Duncan

in
“Fighting Fate”

Another one of the
“‘Best Ten”’

—

Mrs. Bob Martin spent Mon-
day in Abilene, the guest of her

Fhe Merkel Mail

Piblished Every Friday Morning by
1 MERKEL MAIL PRINTING COMPANY, IN(

tending Simmons College.
THOMAS DURBAM, Editor and Mapager

Comer Clay of Abilene, was
- lhere last Sunday the guest of
Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Booth,

JUBSCRIPTION $1.50 PER YEAR
~ " TELEPHONE No. 6]

Entered at the postwihce it Merkel
lexas as second class mail wuatter,

Sugar ten cents at W. F. Ham-
Any erroneous reflection on the charhlet's, 1t
acter, standing or reputation of any-
person, firm or corporation which may i
appear in the columns of The Mail will |

Miss Mary Dooley, after a
be gladly corrected upon its being|pleagant visit with her brother
brought to the attention of the man-|

'Rev. C. C. Dooley and family

t. | .

e il T ———————— | here, left first of the week for
PATRONS OF THE MAIL who do|her home at Coleman.

not receive their paper regularly will|

confer a favor upon the¢ management
by reporting the fact. You should also |

Peace Maker Flour, at G. M.

but is allowed to fade away, the pro

posal is rejecled without a single word |
exchanged be- | before your name
eful | our list, as all pa;

e?f love having been
tween the efMiph This Is a
Cust r hashfu! bachelors!

I rdinia Chrichmas woolng Is far
more compliguted, If o Sardinian fa
ther has a warriogeable daughter, the
would-he cuitor spplics 14 him {or per.
mission to speak 1o her by means of a
S « of telephone that has been in
use for the poipose centuries of
Christmases,

It is n long string with a wooden
knob at euchi end. The gird drops one
knob out of ber window and, the shut
tars heing closed, places the other knob
to her ear. Down helow her would-he
lover pours words of undying devoiion
imto his knob!e

On every New Yead's day in Roumn
nia 2 falr of merriageable girls 13
held, The girls are | drawn up in
one line and the mon in apother, with
the parents of both belind them, 1If »
young wan kes the ook of any pars
tieuiar gir! he sicns oul of his line,
goes up o her and enters Into convers
sation. If he is favorably received by

the girl, his parents andd
compare notes as to the
tlement and shgitar na

her parents
HENTIARE Sels
tienl matters

Many quaint superstitions are asso-
clated with the (estive senson in varl
ous parts of Britain. In Hertfordshire
the weuring of shoes on Christ
ma=s day Is considercd to be very un-
Jucky:; while in other parts it is
thought to be inviting 1 lnck to allow
any new lcasher in the house during
the whole of Christmas week., Some
folk say that “a green Ohristmas
makes a fai churchyard,” but In Dev
onshire they say that a green Christ-
mes makes 8 Prosperous year,

Ruperstitions people assert that one
should be enreful aboul the choice of
the holly for the decorations. [I'art
should be smooth and part prickly,
Then, providing both kinds are carried
foto the house at the same thoee, all
will be well, But should the prickly
yariety be taken In first, (hen the hus
band will rule (he household during
the coming year; If the smooth is
hiropght in first the wife will be “top

hew

dog.”
A BELL.
Had 1 the power
To east a bell that should from msome
grand tower,
mt the first Christmas hour,
Outring,

wide,
should be thus aliled:

of
it soft humil .Whﬂ’
A sunny ¥

watch the label of your paper to ascer- | Sharp's tf

! tain when your time is out and renew |
automatically leaves |
-a Tt Ww her L ¢

County Commissioner W. H.
Frazier has been a very busy
- " g 'man for some time since his in-
If you have \isitors, or if you know q,.¢i6n into office; looking after
any item which would be of interest to | 2 o ¢ . ;
ceaders of the Mail the editor would,and repairing our roads. Infaet
appreciate a note or a telephone mes- he js a believer in good roads

sage to that effect. Or, if an occur- T c
regca' of unusual interest transpires a and expects to keep them on the

reporter will be promptly sent to get improve as far as possible for
the full particulars. him to do so.

term of subacription «

| I VA ST O
Coal oil takes a drop. Five
gallons for 90¢ at W. W, Wood’s

Foreign Advertising Representative
__THE AMERICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

It is a good time for every| Grocery. 1t
citizen to clean up around their|
premises. Commercial Motor Company

_— is now located in its new quar-
Time to paint up and clean up. ters on the corner, in the old An-
It would also be a good act to chor building, and will appreciate
plant a few trees, 'a share of your business.

L

But We Help

Ferare

Good Furniture, well selected, adds life, beauty

and attractiveness, to any home.

It is cheaper to make the home sufficiently at-
tractive to retain your interest, than to look always

for amusement elsewhere,

We will help you beautify your home, and a trip
through our store whl*convince you of our extraordi-
nary values and complete stock.

daughter, Miss Julia, who is at-|

A1 Darsey (¢

"\ FURNITURE ______4

tf Texas.

- Read the Merkel Mail evervday

|
:
|
’
|

¥
|

|

- WANTS YOUR WORK

John Mc Donald

Contractor & Builder.

FOR  SALE—Span of work| Plansg Drawn and Esti-
Mules including harness and d
farm implements, also some|Matés made on short

notice.
Merkel, Texas

other useful tools. Good note
will be acceptable. John D. Sul-
livan, 21t2p

OATS FOR SALE—I have four
of five hundred bushels of Texas
Ded Oats at my farm, at 80¢
per bushel, R. B, Wells, 1t

FOR SALE-—Nice fresh butter
and milk, delivered. Mrs. H. M.
Newson, Route three, 21t2p

COAL—COAIL~—$10.00 per ton
See 0. W. Walker, Blair, Tex-
A 21t4

Six pounds of fresh Cheek &
Neal Eclipse Coffee for $1.00 at
W. W. Wood’s Grocery. 1t

FOR RENT-Nicely furnished
bed-room, close in, with stove.

e oy gooounEEoaoon
SR I S Accept
FOR RENT—A Good 100 acre No Substitutes

farm, with house. See Tom Lar-,
gent, tf|

WANTED—A few Guineas and |
Ducks at W. W, Wood's Grocel'yi

for
Thedford’s

BLAGK-DRAUGHT

e
FOR SALE—A good two-row
stalk cutter, at a bargain. J. W.| B \{ [+

Teaff, route four, Mevkel,'E] J ¢ Rl 0
2 Liver Medicine
an

1tpd
ro @
SEnEEDEODoEES

" Gem Theatre

The House of Good Pictures — Your Patronage is Appreciated

|
Red Rust Proof Seed Qats for|
Sale—W. L. Diltz, Sr. 28t2 |

PROGRAM FOR WEEK BECINNING FRIDAY JANUARY 28

Friday—

" ELAINE HAMMERSTEIN
in “Whispers”
A Select Feature
Extra a Comedy and Selznick
News

Saturday—

WILLIAM S. HART
in “Misjudged”
RUTH ROLAND
in “Ruth of the Rockies”
She fights like a wildcat and
it’s a knockout serial
Also a roaring 2-reel Comedy

Monday—

FRANK MAYO in
“Honor Bound”
It’s a New Universal Feature

Tuesday—

GERALDINE FARRAR
Extra Pathe News in “The Flame of the Desert”
News while it’s News It's a Goldwyn Feature
: l Also “Facts and Follies”
Wednesday— “Two’'s Company”™
HELEN GIBSON in -

‘“Ghost’s Canyon”
JUANITA HANSON in

PROFESS1.-..

o A A AN PP NP
DR. GAMBILL ‘
—D-e-n-t-i-s-t— :

! (Mfice Hours 8—12 a.m., ;1--56 pm

Over Woodroof-Bragg Co.

Office Phone 116

DR. MILLER -

‘her Woodroof-Bragg /Om
: Physician and . Surgeon
| Eyes Tested and Glasses
General Practice

mmell

G. W. JOHNSON -
[nsurance—Notary Public

Over Woodroof—-Bry('l‘ Store.
Merkel Texas

W. W, WHEELER ;
Reai Estate, Fire, Accident and
Tornado Insurance Agent.
Notary Publie.
Office over Crown Hardware Co.
Merkel Texas

| W. P. MAHAFFEY
Attorney at Law

Merke! and Abilene, Texas
Merkel Office in rear Farmers
State Bank. 22Septl?

| CITY TAILOR SHOP

Ladies and Gents Work.
All Work Guaranteed
Will call for and deliver work.

Phone 189

DR. R. 1. GRIMES
Physician and Surgeon
Hours 10 to 12 am 2 te 5 p.m./
Phones 105-163

Surgeon Deatist y

Offige over)Fanners State Bank
Office Phone 306

DR. CHAS. F. WILLIAMS
.Chronic Diseases a Specialty. ¢
General Practice
Office Phone 280, 105 Res. 270

E.D COATS "
Real Estate, Oil Stock, And
Notary Publie
Represent Pocahuntas | .e:xse and
Royalty Co. of Dallas
Office Front St. over Geo West.
Building v

CISCO FLORAL COMPANY

Greenhouses 305 W, 12th street
Store 614 Avenue D
Phone 110.

LOOK FARMERS

Be sure ‘and bring me your
chickens and Eggs. A. L. Jobe.2t

All kinds of Garden and l:‘lm
er Seed at Bob Martin Groce
Company.

|
i

effective in the

"”NVAmmu: giving

A

Res. 163 ?

DR. S W. JOHNSON, - | =& &

k -

.

Always open  \ -
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1  CHRISTMAS BELLS g - | Tusnes A SONG IN THE AIR
.*4. Hark! Hark! 1 hear a distant bell, 2 There's a song in the air!
s And now & chime—they softly ring, There's & siar in the syt H
e What joyful tidings do they tell ﬁ . —— There's a mother's deep prayer, ;
e As back and forth they swing. AnA;dth.. ::;v:“l:.w‘;n.l“ 3
*Tis mid of night—who rings those bells? | While the heautiful sing, B |
Perhaps some doves there nestling, | d For the manger of Bethlehem £
- And while each little bosom swells, | Cradles a king! ‘
. And warm, they touch with gentle wing | . . 4
The tune’ul metal, and it feels - There's a tumult of joy -4
80 lacubated it would swing O'er the wonderful birth, .
*To life, and wake the world with peals l':: 3:: Jl::ln'-t;wut ‘:oy .
rd o @ ear

_ Wil wake as well?

» Jowers of Christ at a time

Of gladnesr as for new-crowned King.
"Those midnight bells,
chime,
The welkin vibrates with their sound;
To hearts attune they are sublime,
Nor spread they dread alarm around.

how sweet they

do! now 1 see, from East afar
A light shines through the steeple's
frame
*“PTis brighter than the brightest star,
It gilds the bells with golden flame;
““There, too, 1 see some cherubs cling
Fast hold the ropes. How falir they be!
They swing the bells and sweetly sing
“This is the Christ's nativity.”

Wake every heart, join in their song
Of praise to Christ, our newborn King;
To him our sweetest strains belong,
And his, our richest offering

When wakes the god of day, and shines
Athwart the heavens, what of glee
With box and pines
“And flowers gay, yon house will be
Adorned, and while the anthem swells
With organ's volce. all Christendom

WAl vibrant be as are those bells
That Christ's nativity has come.
~J. Willlam Pope

ANCIENT CHRISTMAS TOYS

Dolls That Delighted Children of Rome
and Greece in Early Days Re-
cently Excavated.

& ——

Rag dolls are as old as the hills and
®0 are dolls with movable arms and

In order to- reduce our stock of paint, we have

decided to confine

our line of paint to only one line,

which will enable us to carry a more complete assort-
ment, with a smaller investment, than is possible to
do by handling several different lines.

After a close study of the Paint business for the
past several years, we have come to the conclusion that -

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

line of paints is by far the best and most economical
paint on the market today, consequently we are go-

ing to close out —

AT REDUCED PRICES
all the paint we now have on hand except the—
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS LINE

and will continue to carry a complete assortment of

every thing in the paint
Guarantee of the—

line under the

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINT CO.

If you contemplate painting in the near future

let us save you money on your paint.

label and

We also have a

very complete line of wall paper, and can sell you pa-
per as cheap as you can buy anywhere,s

We have remarked our entire stock of furniture,
and priced it on the basis of the present factory cost,
where there has been a decline in the price of any ar-
ticle at the factories, we have changed the price on

Aye! the star rains its fire
While the beautiful sing,
For the manger of Bethlehem
Cradies a king!

In the light of that star
Iie the ages impearled,
And that song from afar
Has swept o'er the world,
Every hearth is aflame,
And the beautiful sing
In the Lhomes of the nations
That Jesus Is King!

We rejoice in the light,
And we echo the song
That comes down through the night
From the heavenly throng.
Aye! we shout to the lovely
Evangel they bring.
And we greet in his cradle
Our Savior and King.
—Josiah G, Holland.

LORE OF THE YULE LOG

Should Be Lighted From Portion of
Last Year's Which Should Be
Preserved for Good L uck.

The Yule-log, a probable varlant of
the bhonfire—so characteristic of sun
festivals—has some interesting folk-
lore of its own.

In medieval England, its duratiop
coincided with the Christmas revels,
As long as it burned, the tenant had g
right to feed at the lord's expense. The

B Satn.vovking borass and o our goods, to compare with the present wholesale :;‘ e ",f;"" -~ from on adb-teve
host of other things that bring de - prices. er:.“'l(“;:(re :’:e.o‘y;l:; .?::.:::j f;.r:tﬂ:::
light “:: the children on Christmas You can feel assured when you buy from us that Lord was born in a field and brovgat

Recent excavations in the ruins of
ancient Rome, Greece and Egypt have
placed the British museum in posses
slon of an interesting assortment of
these relics of-early Christian days,
scge of which way possibly have
been given to the children of the fol
when the
wbservation of Christmas day was an
fnnovation.

In the nursery of a newly exeavated
Thouse at Behnesa, Egypt, a fairly well
preserved rag doll was found with
arms and legs still Intact and painted
face. The doll is by no means a bean-
ty and does not compare with the
«Christmas dolls of today, but neverthe-
Jess it must have brought joy to a lit-
tle girl's heart nearly 2,000 years ago.

The jointed dolls of long ago were
mude to sit down, stand up and move
their armg, but they didn't close their
eyes or squeak “mamma.” Among the
toy Qogs, horses und donkeys are son,

you are not buying on last year’s prices, but absolute-

ly on today’s market,

We have taken our loss the same as every one
else, and are new ready to forget the past, and begin
the new year of 1921, full of courage and with a strong
desire to serve our patrons better than we have in the

past.

Yours for Business,

Barrow Furniture Company

up by an ash-fire.

The log should, properly, be lighted
with a portion- of last year's log, a
piece of which is always supposed to
be. preserved for luck. At the same
time that the Christmas fire was lit, the
Christmas candle had to be lighted,
(A portion of last year's taper has alke
%0 to be kept.) It was unlucky to snuff
the Christmas candle, which burned
for 12 days—the period of festivity,
At St. John's college, Oxford, can still
be seen the anclent stone socket with
the Agnus Dei stamp, in which the
Christinas candle was placed on the
high table.

On the Isle of Man, the folk fermen

ly cagried long tapers to church om

Christmas eve,

AND BEFORE CHRISTMAS, TOO. *

"~ made of stone and baked clay and [CURBING THF CRlME WA\ E szood one, which should be plo—!nnt be trusted \uth such discle. of Justlce Too many practlce
wthers carved ont of wood. bt R vided for in our laws just as the|tion as is given fhon in the sus- have grown up which are perni- "y
‘ e PO | That Governor Neff intends to intent of the Constitution in en- pended sentence law. It has be- ¢ious in their effects and which "
/ i SORVRRIENeEL. ‘follow up his action abolishing dowing the Governor with the come a convenient way to escape are winked at both by the courts

'the Board of Pardons with other pardoning power was a good one. the responsibility of acquitting and the legal profession, to say
'steps calculated to stop the opl- But in application both the sus- obviously guilty defendants and nothing of the public. The pub—
'demic of tenderness for crimi- pended sentence and pardoning | lif a way can be found to place lic, on its part, has become eyni-
such restrictions around the ad- cal on the question, and when
ministration of the®law that this any great number of people be-

abuse will be stopped, the law come cynical on such a question
‘should be amended to

.nals which has been one of the power have not only
!chief causes of the “crime wave
is evidenced by the fact that he!

defeated
*lintent of the law, but have ac-
tually resulted in a large per-

is gathering data on the apph- centage of instances in defeating

lcation of the suspended sentence ‘the ends of justice.
'nor is the final custodian of the

law in Texas.

The Gover-

include

as the ease with which eriminals

such provisions. Apparently Gov escape punishment, the commun-

ernor Neff is seeking such a way ity

iis

is traveling a path which

.

A
1

| In response to an inquiry from pardoning power, and in the pres message on the question leads to disregard for human life

|

Governor Neff's office, Mrs. G. est instance it is evident that when he has completed his in- and insecurity to property. In :

\Frank Coffey, district clerk in'Governor Néff has decided that vestigation, will be read with in- this respect only an enlightened| ‘“Jeaneite, you are the light of wft A
|Tarrant county, has reported he intends to be its sole custo- terest, ‘and militant public opinion can life. You're my sun, my stars, my all :
‘that 102 suspended sentences dian. Whether it is used with| Meantime, it ought to be said, supply any affective remedy.| Yo . o ;

“Yes, George. I know all that; but

wisdom or abuse depends upon in passing, that one of the caus- Unless there is improvement in| yowre broke.”

the Governor, so that relief from es of the abuse of both the par- the situation—unless, that ' is,
this abuse will be forthcoming doning power and the suspended there is evident a greater ve-
if Governor Neff carries out his sentence law in the past, and of spect for the law and greater se-
announced intention of granting the general ease with which crim curity for life and property—it

Wwere assessed in Tarrant County
|Criminal District Court within,
|the past two years. That is

“So you think the Santa Claus myth |practically one a week, which ill-
W 0 good higz?” lustrates strikingly what a set-

The Bubble Burst.
Young Tom was spending Christ y
mas in the country and had been Ims ny

s it's Sl i o . : vited to the beautiful home of a sweet
e e z‘;"‘":‘ ‘l""r‘:“:r“' 't'(‘) ‘:"“;itled practice the granting of sus- pardons only in such cases where inals have escaped punishment will become necessary to resort| young thing named Agnes. :
the responsiitity when the ehilaren |Pended sentences had become.,  |the promotion of the ends of jus- has been the systematic methods to that remedy.—Star-Telegram “'\l\'h’at : cl"mrmmi place!” h(; sl
B e stnted. Chris sus requires m. PBut it be- used by a certain class of crimi- enthusiastically, to Agnes’ proud pan
} are disappointed Clristmas morning.” The intent of the su whded tice requires the y ents. “Does it go as far as thosa

sentence law was undoubtedly a gins to appear that juries can- jnal lawyers to defeat the ends FOR SALE or Trade—It will be

A Christmas “Suppose.” B il 1 s L — impossible for me to operate my

a::!'\vouhll;";t change t:!;‘ ;l‘h"dren'! Tl ‘cotton seed culler this season and
mas ut suppose all the grown- : 2

up ple were to ln.ln to one nn’f»ther I will sell cheap, or trade it to

year, instead of my giving youn some one.. It not only pays the

operator, but it pays the farmer

A present and your glving me a pres-
ent, let us club together and give our to have their seed culled. J. C.
Mason. 28t2p

] ]
I present to some poor child who will
- _mot have any Christmas. There are
I hundreds of them somewhere, Or, if Vit
. wedo not know of such a child, let us = Mrs. M. V. Mitchell of Cisco

e & glye vur present to a hospital for chil- is the - guest of her daughter,
Entire Stock Must bhe Soid

woods over there?”

“It does,” remarked the somowh.c
unsympathetic father.

“Ah,” said Tom, still cheerily; “and
to that old stone wall over there, ;
sir?” A

“It does,” came the gruff answerg
“and it goes as far as the river on the
south, and to the main road on th.
north.”

“Beautiful I” put in 'l‘om >

“Yes” went on the old man, “bud
it doesn’'t .go with Agnes!’

‘Then Tom faded peacegully fromy

dren, n home for crippled children, for p
tncurables, for the aged, the blind, the Mrs., W. A, McSpadden this week

mlnlnded.“ This to be, of course,
Yin additiog to whnat we uruvally give
b charities at this season. Why could

Miss Lola Armstrong came in

e try this as an experiment, and yesterday from Fort Worth known is one taken from the m. .
© fwee what the result would be?—Chris-  where she is attending T. W. C,,| qypply ror dally wear. In certain :,
. tidn Register. ‘for a few days visit with home| parts of the country, however, the

Christmas stocking IS never in use exe
cepttoh"hmhoutheemm_
with care.” The New England stocks
ing of thiz kind Is wsually long in lh,.
leg and knitted from woolen _gb_

There a ¢ stockings on W"
which hi ve beeh used by four ge
tlons of children. Once emphies
their tren ure on Chrisimas
they are rolled up and ma
ﬂmmwwm
q - s *'

folks and friends.

& AT ! e ] BIG SALE
eve and started deseribing his of Odd lots of Merchandlse at the nght PI‘ICGB.
If you want real Bargains don’t miss this

The remains of A. L. Rainey,
who died at Roscoe last Friday,
~was laid to rest in Rose Hill cem-
'etery, in this city, on last Sat-
lurday afternoon at 1:30 o’clock,
'Eld. W. G. Cypert, conducting
the funeral services,

Just think of it! A man over
ﬁm Worth muw

ihl': rrrw

uul sorrows in so graphic a man-
* that the millionalre was more af-
S ” he had ever heen hefore In

. with tears in his eves, he
kll for his servant, and when
arrived, sald to him In a
‘yolce: “John, put this poor fel-

at once. He's brenking my

opportunity s |




MEETING THE DEMAND

7. 4
While conditions are not altogether what we would hope for, we are beginning fo see the silver lining of the
cloud of depression, and with confidence in the future we are going right ahead carrying out our regular pol-
icy of buying. Our milliner, Miss Clark, has been in St. Louis for the past ten days personally selecting her
stock of Millinery, which, when completed, will be the most extensive in Merkel. These hats are arriving daily and are open for
your inspection. | he prices are rediculously low, quality and style considered.

: Our general buyer will leave in a few days for the Eastern Markets to buy a full and complete line of Dry Goods, Ready-to-wear, o
Shoes, etc. Wc are putting forth our best efforts to bring about normal conditions. Selling goods as low as they can be bought b
today, and in many instances lower, and buying everything we need. Are you doing your part ?

'SHOES SHOES SHOES S50 B e Lo A Ve $1.98 MEN'S SHOES
One lot Ladies high-top Shoes formerly sold for DARTE DN RO i s e i T v e $R8.98 $13.85 and 12,75 Shoesnow .................. $ 798
ﬁéfﬁotin?iffé’.s%"‘éh;@; SEL e S :;;3{3 $6.00 Pumps and Straps now ................. $4.49 $10.00 ShOES NOW . ..........ieeevunseeessns $6.49
BRI W . s i it s s s e vk sk $9.49 $10.00, $9.00 and $8.50 Oxfords and Pumps .... $6.98 SO.00 SROMBOW ... it b diocssotindrns $4.00 4
i
CHILDREN'S SHOES WORK ('LOTHIN(Q Best Orads QutIRg .. .../ i i neis reihcheniies 20¢ 1
e e SN 7 $2.00 McDonld Blae shirt ... ... one Pl gries s T It
o T R S R - R e $2.98 DI OV (5 Bt vt Y e $1.49 0 TR R AN T $1.29
o g TR T S Gl T SRS 2.1% ted Seal Gingham peryard . ................... 20¢ $3.50 and $4.00 Silk Shirting ............... . $1.79

Remember---Any suit in our house $35 --- values up to $65. Cheaper suits marked in proportion

X .
M ' :
erke ry oods Company | :
: ;';‘-_’
# 4
1%
e —— - —— e — — e — — T ——— &
HIGH SCHOOL NOTES matter, Evelyn, ha\e you lost The Faculty hau quit giving
- (By Rdy Largent) any of vour fingers?” | demerits. ,
Coach: “Why did you let your  Hollis Haynes plays “hookey”
Report cards were given out man throw so many goals over no more. %
this week. Everybody was sat- at Ovalo?” |, Everybody in Freshman Eng-
isfied except those who made Raymond: “Why he was so|lish passed.
< below seventy-five. We suppose tall he had to get down on h|~ No more high school studentg
& the teachers didn’t do them fair knees to put his hands in his| hd\t to stay in after 3:20. .
» Mr. Burgess again reminded us pockets.” | All the girls have quit using| — 1 <
' of the ways by which we could Barber: “Do you want a hair ‘[)0\\d€‘l and facial accounter-| 3
get our grades raised, First, cut?” jments, | b,
always keep in mind that the Kenneth: “No, T want them| All of the Juniors were on the, On January 18 the State Inspector of Weights ¥
teachers will never give you a all cut.” ‘Ilnnm Roll last week. . '
fair grade and that you should Barber: “Any particular way?| During the remainder of the and Measures was in Merkel and checked up our e
“baw] out” the particular teach- Kenneth: “Yes; off.” larin  two mornings each \\e(‘k' Visible Filling Pump. It showed that when you 1=
er who gave you the low grade; Miss Whorton: “Wade what | will be given over to the practice| N ;
should get mad and froth at the made Alexander Hamilton shoot|of the most classical songs; this| bought Gasoline from us you received five ounc-
mouth. Second, do not let school in the air instead of hitting week, “Everybody calls me Hnn-g' es over the amount you were paying for, or that
interfere with your pleasures. Aaron Burr?” ey” will be used. ; :
Third, if you want to experiment ~ Wade: “Because that was the, Probably the aversion that much more than enough to come up to the requirements of law.
try studying. way he had his pistol pointed Mr. Burgess has two correspond. |
ul..:c e Js gf —&JJ M236 y Jf when he pulled the trigger.” lence courses is like that of mzmy. We will leave the pump just as it is, and our cusfomers 'm!.c'""
On Tuesday morning, January  Say, do you think clubs are other old bachelors——he has] tinue to receive the benefits of same. € Full measure, prompt
18th, the tenth grade Arithme- good for women?” flunked out on so many times.
tic class organized the Merkel Yes, Clubs, sandbags, or any-| Prof. Miller: “If you don't : and courteous treatment is what you get here.
High School Chicken Corpora- thing to keep them quiet. come to class, I will mary your B - Give us your Next Order . 21t4 ; : 3

tion. Mr. Burgess was elected Things that never happen seats absent.”
President of the company as he _

had more proverty than i1y 01 | ep— e e o Woodrum Filling Station

g each. There were twenty mem-
bers, making the capital stock
$2000.00. We hope that this

o emeisesinien - Burton - Lingo Co.

—— ——— —— ———— ————

best classes of the high school. 2 s Mr. Burgess: “Your answeriMRS. ELIZABETH MeDONALD, CARD OF THANKS

The co'npanv was insured a- The BUIIG‘DS Btore is about as clever as mud.” ! DIES NEAR STITH

gainst blu bugs and fleas. : Pupil: “Well, that covers the] = =  —- We take this method to oﬂt\
Lall Games ! ground, doesn’t it?” | On last Satm ‘day, January 22 thanks love and good wishes'to«

Miss Smith (Illustrating in- at 3 p.m. the spirit of Mrs, Eliza- our good neighbors and friends
correct use of will and. shall)—lbeth McDonald, wife of W. D. lfor their help and assistance
“I shall be eighteen on my mnct McDonald one of this commun- both day and night in nursing
birthday, is very improper.’ lity’s best and pioneer citizens, |our dear wife and mother to
passed to it's last resting place, health again, their close atten- .

The Mer el High School Bas-!
ket Ball b8ys, first and second .
teams, went to Ovalo Tuesday, |
January 18, and were defeated
by a score of 19 to 23. Ovalo

'

will Kere in thie hear fu-| § : after a brief illness of only a tion and help will ever be remem
Ry ot eton“m“ake the game decisive. ' Where we offer you A TEXAS WONDER few days. And on Saturday the]bered by us, and we pray that '
e remains were shipped to Pilot our heavenly father will bless

Don’t fail to see the game to
be played here with Abilene on

'abundantly those good people.

For kidney and bbladder troub Grove, Texas for interment.
Jles, gravel, weak and lame back,, Besides the aged and loving The good samaritans

January 28. | . certainly
A big crowd, last Friday, saw Service and Satisfaction ‘rheumatism and all irregularities ,companion, we understand ten|live in Merkel. Mr, and lﬂ. w.
the Merkel girls defeat the Trent of the kidneys and bbladder. If children, five boys and five girls,

uot sold by your druggest, by are left to mourn her going away

mail $1.25 Small bottle. Send for [Deceased was loved esteem-
“testimonals to D. E. W. Hall, edbyall who knew her, and the
2926 Olive Street, St. Loms Mo. Mml joins a host of friends in

Ay

. girls by a score of 13 to 6. The
- teachers did not play.
- When at your grades you cuss
and roar,
You have your nerve,
'lhtruthilthttmntmou

Phone us your wants




A Good Photograph Speaks
A Language All Its Own

Give your friends something that they will appreciate for all time -
YOUR PHOTOGRAPH

See our new display of. POPULAR PRICED PHOTOS

“PHOTOCRAPHS OF THE BETTER KIND"
-Prompt Kodak Finishing Service—

THE COZY STUDIO

JNO. C. REINHARD, MGR.

PHONE 314

— g ' = -
THERE IS A KNOCK AT I(road and the lower road. The
THE DOOR {upper road may seem the more

'difficult at the outset, but it is

It is time to get up, it is the by far thé better of the two.
morning of the year. Stretch This upper road over life’s jour-
your frame of mind, go through ney is traveled only by those
a few mental brisk exercisis and who have the qualities and vir-
take a cold plunge into the clear tues to overcome difficulties and
and sparkling possibilities that surmount obstacles. It is up hill
lie before you. Now for a lively 'and fair weather. You will er-
rub down until you are aglow counter steep grades, rocky
with optimism, then slide into slopes, and narrow passages, and
your union suits of hope, slip on there are many evidences of
your socks cf faith, buckle up, struggle by the wayside. You
your shoes of energy, and give|will see the by-paths here and
bright outlook a clean shave, put | there which lead off to the low-
on a shirt without a
stripe, a clean white collar of de- is plainly marked at evrey fork
termination, with a harmonizing land junction so that he who runs

tie of cheerfulness and get out may read and follow the sign ntlpﬂn

vour comfortable coat of enthu-|progress that marks the way you |
iasm, with pants and vest to, will reach the goal of success at
.atech. You are going out on |your destination and enjoy pride
another lop in life’s journey and |and pleasure in having won. Tae
you want to get a good start.|/lower road is down grade all the
You have made this trip many.way, it affords easy means of
times before. In the past, like|transportation, there are tufted
every other thinking man you|seats in all conveyances, there
are planning a more pmspemu\‘.ne gay and hysterical crowds
and successful journey for this|to cheer you, as you pass there
year. There are two roads, high|are bands and orchestras to
ways, from which you may|make music, there are many
¢choose your route—the upperlhright mirages and optical illu-

yellow er road, but the main highway |tical and permanent things, but

sions to lead you on and there is
much leisure among the happy-
go-lucky wayfarers. There aye
also by-paths along this road
which leads to the upper road,
but there are few who struggle
up. But the sign posts are mark
ed in small letters and there are
few who struggle up these diffi-
cult paths. Yes, this lower road
offers enchantments of a varied
nature, until you get by the con-
necting path to the great high-
way of progress, and then you
suddenly become thirsty. You
experience hunger for more prac

your hunger is not gratified,

'hope are ragged, and your coat

your shoes of energy need re-
your socks of faith are
|threadbare, your unionsuits of

of enthusiasm is tattered and

NOTHING BUT

HARDWARE

Just Received---

Wire, Poultry
Sweeps,
ices, Etc,

Wire,

Hardware is our business, and it’s our
business to have and get what the Mer-
kel and Merkel trade territory want in

HARDWARE

Shipments of Galvanized Roofing, Fence
genuine Mr. Bill
Doubletrees, Singletrees, Clev-

We carry a complete line of

Shelf and Builders’ Hardware.

We want to please you in both

Quality and Price.

Try us if it’s Hardware you want

torn. You are suddenly jolted
by the husky voice of failure|
crying out with no return ticket., |
Here the way is dark and threat- |
ening, everything isdisorder and |
confusion and just beyond there |
is quicksand that has no bottom. |
But you have resolved to take
the upper highway to success,
you have traveled this road be-

-~ STOCK CLEARING |

BARGAIN SALE

ON

/ Electric
Ranges

. Prices Cut to Rock

Bottom

Less Than Cost

o

Only 21 Days

LIBERAL TERMS

Call at our Salesroom and Investigate

e

PHONE 202

llherly Hardware Co.

Third door west of Postoffice

fore and you knm\ it is p.ns.s.uble COT'I‘ON A'l‘ THF BO'I'I‘OM
every foot of the way. You will| —
be au'wmp.mlcd by wvou thea A‘nthlng could )u ft«

guides, experience, judgn.enl, th ock-bottom character

* illustrate on a new season.

can get hquldate our debts as
far as possible, and start over
We take it

of for granted that the acreage of

andpersonalities, and these will pumulmg u)tton prices than the 'the new season will be material-

insure a good trip. The

year market should rise, even slight- l) smaller,

not because of any

is now in front of you, it is all ly, in the face of a ginning re-|concerted effmt to that end, but
future and you can shape it to|port showing an excess of 1,700- because reduced ecreage is an

meet your own ideas, so far
business is

soon the year will be devided in-! cdge and

as 000 bales over last year,

Of ‘evitable result of such a price
concerned. Pretty| |course, this was common knowl-| |decline as we have

witnessed

required no Govern-|during the past season. The ex-

to past, present and future, with | ment report to disclose it, and, pon market will be slow in re-

the future steadily shifting over

to the past, like the hands of a|been

clock, when it passes the ever

present it is the time to act and justrate the

work,

in the market parlance, it had| ‘covering but we may look for
“discounted” beforehand. Igmdual and certain improve-
But it nevertheless served to ill-/ment from now on, and on the
fact that cotton|whole we may proceed to plant

making every minute of | prices are at the bottom and that a reduced acreage of cotton with

future count, to insure the pleas-|the price influence can no long-.the assurance that we are tak-

ant vision of successful
And now let us

past.

er limit the buying of mills. lmg the proper course to brmg

look on the Henceforth buying should be|about a resumption of our pros-

i "."t. . b i g 5
t’ o Ferthdc s RIS Ry ' y
Ty o 1u\ W r"r et S s IR T e
s, e . .

bright side of life, never let the|free according to needs, and a
shadow of discouragement and|continued improvement of busi-
dispondency fall on your path, ness at the mills would mean an
but remember however weary|improvement in the price.

you may be, the promises of God| [t is true, of course, that with

perity. —Star-Telegram.

Commercial Motor Company
is now located in its new quar-
ters on the corner, in the old An-

never ceases to shine like thela much greater supply in sight|chor building, and will appreciate
stars at night, - to chee!' and|and a cautious resumption of |a share of your business. tf
strengthen you.— Contributed, |business in the domestic mills,

“The Fussy Pill Roller,” in an|and with the export market dis-

l

Just received $1,500 stock of
McFarland Ga-

exchange. organized, no extraordinary im- new Casings.
" |provement in the price need be rage. tf
looked for. We must sell our _—
NOTICE cotton crop for the best price we |The Mail $1.50 year in advance
This add is to notify my! RS | TR R =

friends and coustomers that I
have not left town or quit busi-
ness, but have moved my office
in my ware house at the rear
of my old stand, now occupied
by the Hamblet Grocery Co. I
will still buy your chickens,
Turkeys, Eggs and Hides -and
will pay you all the market will
bring. Bring your produce to
me and get the cash.

LET US HAUL IT

WE HAUL

“Anyhing Anywhere"

Long Hauls A Specialty

HIGGINS & PARSEY

1 am grateful to you for all
favors and wishing you a happy

and prosperous New Year,

I am yours to Serve, r
W. P. Duckett tf

The Stuceco building formerly
occupied by the Commercial Mo-
tor Company, has been convert-
ed into a cotton warehouse, and
is now ready to be filled with
cotton.  Merkel Cotton Ware-|
house Company. tf

GEM CONFECTIONERY

We are headquarters for, 'eold drinks,
fresh fruits, cigars, cigaretts and candies.

w.munmmmymwmw
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ice cream,
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Saturday Matinee Special

!

(ALSO FRIDAY NIGHT)

"

AT

L

L i

COZY THEATRE

Géorge Walsh

“From
A 7-Reel

Now On”
Fox Special,

from the popular Saturday Evening Post Story

At the Cozy Saturda

Universal Comedy

Happy Hooligan

Special Music

y Afternoon 2 to 5:30

‘“Bride

13”

(EPISODE 2)

The Miraculous Escape from the Water Logged
Auto and subsequent capture by the
Submarine

TWO0 SHOWS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE

COME AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS

Who will be the “13th Bride” of Merkel or Vicinity ?

N |

P ——
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MEANING of I
CHRISTMAS |
|
fr

BY REV. T. BE. GREGORY

5 UT for its great days, in-
carnating and flashing forth
the ideal, humanity would
have no more history than
a flock of sheep. |

Such days are the monu-
ments of mental and spiritual achieve-
ment, the eterna! reminders of the
only true progress—the progress that
enalles us to perceive and admire the
moral sublime,

Conspicuously radiant among these
gala days is the Christmas, standing
as it does for the nativity of One who, |
all theological quibbling aside, was the |
living embodiment of the most beau-
tiful and, at the same time, the most
helpful manhood that this world has
ever seen,

The one who is foremost in our
thoughts at this time was pre-eminent-
ly hopeful. From -the harp over
which he swept his hand there came
no pessimistie strain, no note of de-
spair. |

He gave us the gospel, the “ma-I!
Tidings.,” To all his word was “Be '
not afrald.,” The Supreme in whose
embrace he ever rested, like the babe |

in mother’s arms, was supreme love. ;
Hence that other word of his, which l
he was so fond of repeating to the |
multitude,
troubled.” |

Religion, so-called, is responsible |
for a vast amount of mental misery. |
It has crazed many a mind, broken{

.many a heart, driven countless thou- |

¢ And he was able to do this because

'gu;hly committted to the belief in

‘maey be sure that it would have been '

Yumanity, he put new life and cour-

sands into the throes of despair, but |
let it be remembered that the Beauti-
ful One who Is commemorated in the
Christmas season nuthorized no man, |
or combination of men, te speak in |
his name the word of gloom.

He who was born in Bethlehem, or ;
In Nazareth, for it makes no differ-
ence where he first saw the light of |
earth, grew up to be the most uncom- |
promising optimist that ever walked |
the ways of earth, Wherever he went, |
along with him went gladness, and
from his radiant presence despair fled
as the darkness flees before the rising
su,

He was like the wonderful river in
the sea, warming and encouraging-all
that he touched. The Gulf Stream of

age and joy into the cheerless, sor-
rowing world to which he came. .

he was so gloriously hopeful, =o

Looking up, he saw, instead of the |
“black, bottomless eyesocket,” the llv- l
ing, loving glance of the "hther."|
whose “eternal goodness” would never

do him harm, “ B

Looking ahead, this man saw no
spooks or bogles, no devils or fiends ,
in the way. The path was clear, and
over it hung no dark clouds of impend-
ing disaster. !
" I Jesus had written- a poem we

‘wery similar to Whittier's:
lmw where bis islands life
1

A fronfled palms in ailr;
know I cannot arifc
Beyond his love and care,

“Let not your hearts he

ooy o

afrakd is to be a sham, a cringing
menidl, a nobody; while to be able to
believe In the best and to trust that,

| no matter what our evil genius may

suggest to the contrary, the light
awaits us on ahead, is to be a hero

and a conqueror, a friend and helper
| to all mankind.

It is well, then, that in obedience
to old custom we should throw about
the Christinas season the parti-colored
mantle or joy and wreathe it with the
heart's most exurberant gladness.

It would be'a shame not to be glad,
and not to try to make everybody
else glad, on Christmas day!

On Christmas day to be a éynic and
to curl the lip of scorn at sight of
the rosy festivities about us, would
be an unpardonable crime, the very
abyss of the mean and contemptible,

It is a part of the unwritten law of
every healthful heart that when

| Christmas comes we are to “put our

best foot forward,” cast all care to
the winds and be as full of gladness
and good will as an egg is of ment,
And right here in this unconquer-
able optimism we find the only true
and genuine Christlanity. The one
whose birth the Christmas signalizes
came to replace tears by smiles, sor-
row by happiness, worry by confi-

dence and despair by the “hope that

maketh not ashamed,” and in his
name I wish you all a “Merry Christ.
mas !"—not merely an abundanece of
turkey and plum pudding, but an ex-

tra abundance of “good will to men.,” |
| with no lack of the disposition and

resolve to make everything else as
happy as yourselves.

z GOLAN NEWS

|  Health of the community is
very good. Brother Hanks held
his regular meeting day here
Sunday, but the people of this
community are so slow they very
seldom get there in time to have
Sunday School before preaching
and we haven't had Sunday
School the past two Sundays.
,They had better get up a little
earlier on Sunday morning and
father and mother eome out
more often instead of sending
the children. .Come and bring

them and see what they get into

Bro. Hanks and Mr, and Mrs.
Meddie Herron and .son were
guests of ‘Mrgand Mrs. Val P.
Byrom Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Me-
Cright visited Mr. and Mrs. C.C.
Stribbling Sunday.

The Golan High School basket
ball teams have organized and
are getting right down to work.

‘week end with Miss Stella Ely
of Noodle. She reported a very
nice time.

Miss Bettie Byrom spent the

Everyone is invited to the lit- thing in the

|

lof January.
| Miss Cleta E]y of Noodle spent
‘the weekend with little Miss
‘Gertrude Byrom.
I Misses Vida Williams and Es-
ther Herron took supper with
Elmer Davis Sunday night.
Miss Bulah Herron also took
supper with Mr. Luther Davis
Sunday night.
A crowd of people from Golan

!

DR. MILLER HOME SAT-

1 URDAY

Word has been received from
Dr. Miller and family, who are in
California, that they will arrive
home Saturday Jan 29th. Dr.
Miller has been attending Clinics
‘at the College and hospitals on
'the Coast while his family visit-
‘ed with former Merkel people

!

attention and aspiration upon

the most tzaializing of all the

promptings which vitalize human

\character. This is not meant to - _

imply the suggestion that one
‘who is a fool about money mat-
ters is the truest philosopher or
the sanest liver. Such is by no
means the case. But one who
can most closely approximgte
the relative value and the -

are going to the all-day singing who are now living in the Golden /tive usefulness of money is the

convention next- Sunday.

| Misses Edna and Ella Cox
visited their cousins Sunday
Misses Alvie and Gladys Gann.

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Hudspeth
and family and son-in-law, Mr.
and Mrs, Rapp Greene went to
Abilene to Baptist preaching
Sunday.

All the girls bring boxes Sat-
urday night to the box-supper
and all the boys come prepared
to buy them.

Protect your cotton. Store it
‘with Merkel Cotton Warehouse
Company. tf
| i o
|  The next time you need any-
Automobile line

| West.

DEFLATED UNREST

| “There are many blessings in
‘adversity and the slackening of
business,” writes a Western Tex-
as editor. “Our family have de-
cided to spend more time in liv-
ing this year and already have
paid several social visits, a thing
almost unknown last year,” he
concludes. It is not worthy of
mention that the heated pursuit
of gain, such as characterized
the activities of practically all
the people a year or two ago, is
the most unsettling and dissatis-
fying product of artifical pros-
perity? 'To live for money prof-

‘erary Friday night and box sup- give us a chance to serve you. its is absoltely to discard the

per Saturday night, 28th and 29

Commercial Metor Co. tf

pleasures of life and fasten one’s

— — — e e

January is Almost Gone!

€ And spring will soon be here.
Spring and Summer run.

Then a new set of Casings,will be in order for.the
And we call your attention to the fact that we have one of

the largest and most complete stocks of Good Year Casings and Tubes to be
found in all the West. And if you want Quality, which means S8ervice, which means
that you get more for your money by buying the BEST article on the market.

€ We have a full line of Accessories and are thoroughly equipped to do all kinds of
mechanical work, which will be looked after by Messrs.Joe Reidenbach and Len Sublett.

q We are agents for the J. I. Case and Rumley Tractors.

Chalmers and Maxwell Cars.

serve you.
Fire Station.

~ Our Telephone

Number is 1-2-3

-

We also handle the

Storage Room for Cars, in or out, Day or Night

q If you need Oil, Gas, ete., drive to the front and Mr. C. B. Barnes will gladly’
If you have trouble at night after 9:30 o’clock call for C. B. Barnes at the
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one who is gifted with the best
'equipment for happy living. A
lack of sufficient means to com-
mand proper food, decent cloth-
ing, weatherproof shelter and
ordinary correlated comforts of

B e

-
oy ¥
X

.;'

1

life is an inconvenience, and no

man so situated is living whole-
somely. No normal man should
be satisfied with himself as long
as he is not in receipt of such
moderate compensations. On the
other hand one with an {meqm

whose accumulations require cor

stant study of investments, in
order that they may be safely
reinvested, can not prevent him-
self from becoming mentally and
socially immersed in _the atmads-
phere of money. Such a man
does not broaden, for the simple
but sufficient reason that the

study of money does not fertilize'

character. It tends rather to
dwarf, to shrivel, for theman of
wealth who is devoted to his
wealth—as most wealthy men
are—absorbs suspicion of public
servants, impatience with the

t

¢

poor and dread of the future as -

surely as stings grow on nettles.
Real riche s consist of plenty
without superfluity, and real
duty as regards one’s self-serv-
ice lies in securing as nearly as

*may be the assurance of suffi-

ciency for himself and those de--

pendent upon him. One great
cause for the irritating dissatis-
‘faction of the restless individual
of- whom there are millions, is

b

his idea that he is going some-

time to get out of his present

L
&

situation, leave his pfresent sur-

roundings, quit his present as-
sociates and install himself ir
other and pleasanter surroun
‘ings, with other and . yieasar
outlooks, There is th\e big mis-
take. Improvement of ‘condition

(where one is born and Ibread it
far better than moving to whry

;one is unknown in order that
‘may enjoy improvements mac
by others. Inside of us wher
'we live. The outside is merel:
weatherboarding.— State Press
(in Dallas News, X

Sow oats, plant feed.

make a beggar of so many.

/

‘hoggs, chickens. cattle ete., and
be prepared to live at home, and -
the Jow nvice of cotton will not

-
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A Good Photograph Speaks
A Language All its Own

Give your friends something that they will appreciate for all time -
YOUR PHOTOGRAPH

See our new display of POPULAR PRICED PHOTOS

“PHOTOCRAPHS OF THE BETTER KIND"
-Prompt Kodak Finishing Service—

THE COZY STUDIO

JNO. C. REINHARD, MGR.

PHONE 314

— ¥

THERE IS A KNOCK AT
THE DOOR
It is time to get up, it is the
morning of the year. Stretch
your frame of mind, go through
a few mental brisk exercisis and

take a cold plunge into the clear
and sparkling possibilities that|

lie before you. Now for a lively
rub down until you are aglow
with optmmm then slide into

your union suits of hope, slip on|

your socks cf faith, buckle up
your shoes of energy, and give
bright outlook a clean shave, put
on a shirt without a yellm\

stripe, a clean white collar of de- i

termination, with a harmonizing
tie of cheerfulness and get out
vour comfortable coat of enthu-|
iasm, with pants and vest to

ateh. You are going out on
another lop in life's journey and
you want to get a good start.
You have made this trip many
times before. In the past, like
every other thinking man_ you|

are planning a more pm\pemuy‘ne gay

and successful journey for this|
year. There are two roads, high |
ways, from which you may

l -
(road and the lower road. The
{upper road may seem the more
difficult at the outset, but it is
by far thé better of the two.
‘This upper road over life's jour-
ney is traveled only by those
who have the qualities and vir-
tues to overcome ditriculties and
surmount obstacles. It is up hill
and fair weather., You will er
counter steep grades, rocky
'slopes, and narrow passages, and
there are many evidences of
struggle by the wayside. You

|will see the by-paths here and

there which lead off to the low-
er road, but the main highway
is plainly marked at evrey fork

and junction so that he who runs|

may read and follow the sign of|
progress that marks the way you
will reach the goal of success at |
|your destination and enjoy pride
and pleasure in having won. The
lower road is down grade all the
way, it affords easy means of
|transportation, there are tufted
seats in all conveyances, there
and hysterical crowds
(to cheer you, as you pass there
are bands and orchestras to
make music, there are many

¢hoose vour route—the upperlhright mirages and optical illu-

-|cult paths.

sions to lead you on and there is
much leisure among the happy-
go-lucky wayfarers. There aye
also by-paths along this road
which leads to the upper road,
but there are few who struggle
up. But the sign posts are mark
ed in small letters and there are
few who struggle up these diffi-
Yes, this lower road
offers enchantments of a varied
nature, until you get by the con-
necting path to the great high-
way. of progress, and then you
suddenly become thirsty. You
experience hunger for more prac
tical and permanent things, but
your hunger is not gratified,
your shoes of energy need re-
pair, your socks of faith are
uthmadbme your unionsuits of |
'hope are ragged, and your coat
of enthusiasm is tattered and
torn. You are suddenly jolted

NOTHING BUT

HARDWARE

Wire,
Sweeps,
ices, Etc.

by the husky voice of failure
|erying out with no return ticket. |
Here the way is dark and threat- |
ening, everything isdisorder and|
confusion and just beyond there|
is quicksand that has no bottom. |
But you have resolved to take
the upper highway to success,
you have traveled this road be-

-~ STOCK CLEARING |

BARGAIN SALE

ON

Electric

Prices Cut to Rock Bottom
Less Than Cost

Only 21 Days

LIBERAL TERMS

Call at our Salesroom and Investigate

MERKEL POWER CO.

;*’ #i1, L
' il x 'A‘.
., e :'."’3:“‘ 5 5 > )
s B . v

PHONE 202

Poultry

Wire,

Hardware is our business, and it’s our
business to have and get what the Mer-
kel and Merkel trade territory want in

HARDWARE

Just Received---

Shipments of Galvanized Roofing, Fence

genuine Mr. Bill
Doubletrees, Singletrees, Clev-

We carry a complete line of

Quality and Price.

Shelf and Builders’ Hardware.

We want to please you in both

Try us if it’s Hardware you want

Liberty Hardware Go.

Third door west of Postoffice

fore and you know it is pas.sable
every foot of the way.
be accompanied by

guides, experience,
andpersonalities, and these
insure a good trip. The year
is now in front of you, it is all
future and you can shape it to
meet your own ideas, so far as|
business is concerned. Pretty|
soon the year will be devided in-|
to past, present and future, with|
the future steadily shifting over
to the past, like the hands of a
clock, when it passes the ever
present it is the time to act and
work, making every minute of |
future count, to insure the pleas-
ant vision of successful past.
And now let us look on the
bright side of life, never let the
shadow of discouragement and
dispondency fall on your path,
but remember however weary
you may be, the promises of God

von thyvoo
J\Hi"n L

will

never ceases to shine like the
stars at night, - to cheer and
strengthen you.— Contributed,

“The Fussy Pill Roller,” in an

exchange.
NOTICE
This add is to notify my
friends and coustomers that I

have not left town or quit busi-
ness, but have moved my office
in my ware house at the rear
of my old stand, now occupied
by the Hamblet Grocery Co. I
will still buy vyour chickens,
Turkeys, Eggs and Hides -and
will pay you all the market will
bring. Bring your produce to
me and get the cash.

I am grateful to you for all
favors and wishing you a happy
and prosperous New Year,

I am yours to Serve,

W. P. Duckett tf

The Stucco building formerly
occupied by the Commercial Mo-
tor Company, has been convert-
ed into a cotton warehouse, and
is now ready to be filled with
cotton.  Merkel Cotton Ware-

hounOunmly tf
‘Md&nﬁmdc
Sharp’s tf

You \ulll

. the

C()‘l'lON AT THE BO'I'I'OM
Nothing could hetter

ock-bottom character

illustrate on a new season.

lcan get hqu:date our debts
far as possible, and start over
We take it

of for granted that the acreage of

prevailing cotton prices than the the new season will be material-

market should rise, even slight- ly smaller,

not because of any

ly, in the face of a ginning re-fconcerted effort to that end, but
port showing an excess of 1,700- because reduced ecrgage is an

1000 bales

over last year. Of evitable result of such a price

|course, this was common knowl-| |decline as we have witnessed

edge and

been “discounted” beforehand.!
But it nevertheless served to ill-
justrate the fact

er limit the

free according to needs, and a
continued improvement of busi-
ness at the mills would mean an
improvement in the price.

It is true, of course, that with
a much greater supply in sight
and a cautious resumption of
business in the domestic mills,
and with the export market dis-

required no Govern- | ‘during the past season.
ment report to disclose it, and, | pon market will be slow in re-
in the market parlance, it had! ‘covering but we may look for

I

The ex-

gradual and certain improve-

'ment from now on, and on the
that cotton |whole we may proceed to plant
'prices are at the bottom and that a reduced acreage of cotton with
the price influence can no long- i the assurance that we are tak-
buying of mills. ing the proper course to bring
Henceforth buying should be|about a resumption of our pros-

perity. —Star-Telegram.

Commercial Motor Company
is now located in its new quar-
ters on the corner, in the old An-
chor building, and will appreciate
a share of your business, tf

Just received $1,500 stock of

organized, no extraordinary im- new Casings. McFarland Ga-

provement in the price need be | rage. tf
looked for. We must sell our —_—

cotton crop for the best price we |The Mail $1.50 year in advance
- v — e —

LET US HAUL IT

WE HAUL

“Anyhing AnyWhere"

Long Hauls A Specialty

HIGGINS & DARSEY

— ——
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GEM CONFECTIONERY

We are headquarters for, cold drinks, ice cream,
fruh fruits, cigars, cigaretts and candies.
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