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~ WEST TEXAS G. OF
G 10 PLANVIEW

At Ranger on Monday and
Tuesday of this week the an-
nual meeting of the West Texas
Chamber of Commerce was held
with some 2,000 delegates from
various towns over the entire
west present. Besides a glowing
report of the splendid achieve-
ments of the organization during
the past year, a most instruct-
ive and interesting program was

_enjoyed. And right here we
might say, as we are sure many
of our readers will be interested
to learn that Miss Perry, former
Music teacher in the Merkel

. High school. had a place on the

' program ; rendering some excel-
lent selections on the piano. The
city of Ranger was indeed equal
to the occasion, leaving nothing
unturned to see that each and
every guest was properly cared
for and enjoyed a good time.

Hon. Clifford B. Jones, a bank

s of Spurr, was chosen as presi-
.t of the organization for the
nlxt yvear, and after a spirited
contest with Sweetwater, Brown
wood and Cisco, Plainview won
the next meeting of the organi-
zation. Plainview is a verv fine
west Texas city and will no
doubt royally entertain all who
attend.
. At the meeting at Ranger the
Merkel Chamber of Commerce
sent as delegates Messrs L. R.
Thompson, J. C. Mason and the
writer, all of whom report a
most excellent time.

METHODIST WOMANS
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

ety met in business session on
last Monday aftermoon. The
vresident conducted the meeting
and after reading the 19 Psalm
a servipture lesson praver was of-
fered by Mrs. Smith. The min-
utes were read and approved, a
report was called for from the
different officers and each gave
- a splendid report. The local
treasurer reported almost $31.90
had been turned in on the little
apron entertainment with pros-
pects of more to conie. The dis-
trict treasurer reported a gener-
‘ous navment on dues and a large
per cent on pledges. Sister Lane
wife of our presiding elder, was
with us at this meeting and gave
18 an appreciated talk on wavs
and means of raising money for
the &8dcietv. We enjoved and -
preciated her sugzestions and in
all nrobability will try her sug-
gestion,
The Society was also informed
" ae0f the educational rally to be
held at this chmith on Friday,
February 18 and voted to enter-
tain the delegates and visitors
with a luncheon in picnic stvle.
The Society was dismissed by
a prayer by Mrs. Murrell.

The Womans Missionary Soci-

iﬁ

Reporter.
B. Y. P.U. PROGRAM
‘ 1. Subiect “The Shepherd Psalm
L 2. Leader N. Hancock. ~

3. Introduction—By leader. :
4. David's Shepherd—Ruth Bo-
den. 5. David’s faith in his shep

erd—Bertha Deal. 6. Piano Solo

illian Craig. 7. David's Shep-

erd provides for his sheep—by

ula Mae Boaz. 8. Song by B.Y .-

* 9. David’s Shepherd pro-
48 his sheep—Lois Walker.

»0, Lesson story—NMrs, Walter

b ‘:bon 11. Closing Talk Ira L.

—
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THURSDAY CLUB NOTES

On Wednesday afternoon the
members of the Thuysday Club
with a few friends were delight-
‘fully entertained by Mesdames
'R. I, and T. L. Grimes at the
latter’'s home,

Three tables were arranged
for progressive “42"” and several
lively games were enjoyed,

The feature of the afternoon
as a very unusual cake contest
in which Mrs. L. A. Arrington
proved most efficient and was
rewarded with a very useful lit-
tle pyrex dish.

A delicious refreshment
hot coffee and apple pie
whipped cream was served.

Those enjoying this happy oc-
casion were: Visitors, Mesdames
S. J. Jones, Geo. Houghton, Will
Brown. Club members: Mes-
dames Gaither, Howard, Arring-
ton, Lassiter, Fervier, W, J. Lar-
gent, Winter, McFarland, Henry
West, Leevy, Miller, James West
Hancock, Scott and the hostess.

PURCHASES BANK
PUPT STOCK HERE

The bankrupt stock of dry
ooods formerly known as the
Economy Store, has been pur-
chased by Messrs Freedman,
‘Millinger and Company, of Ken-
nedy, Texas, which firm has
‘taken charge of the stock and
are this week advertising same
for sale to the public.
| The new buyers are reported
'to be experienced dry goods deal-
jers with ample capital for con-
‘ducting same; the first gentle-
man mentioned being one of the
largest drv goods dealers in
south Texas,

of
with

——

BAPTIST ANNOUNCEMENTS

All the regular services Sun-
day with a place for you. Our
congregations arve growing all
the time. At the morning serv-
ices we have to place chairs in
the aisles and in every nook and
corner but we will make room
for vou if our members have to
hecome a “standing committee.”
That is if they have to stand up
vou will find a seat if vou come,
We are hoping now to be in our
new huilding by April but in

the mean time weo want those in-
terested to come on to all the
services and we will make ar-

rangements to care for you as
comfortably as possible.

Our Sunday school is entering
a new contest with a number of
new Sunday Schools over the
State competing with us. let
every member of the Sunday
School help to make our grades
better. Remember if vour class
has twenty members in it the
grade is lowerad 5 for every ab-
sentee. If you stay out a day
vou hinder the grade of vour
class, vour department and the
whole gchool. :

Sunday school at 10 a.m.

Preaching by the pastor at 11
am. and 7:30 p.m.

B. Y. P. U. and Junior Union
meet at 5 p.m.

Training classes Monday at 7-
30 p.m.

Ladies social meeting at the
home of Mrs. General Jones Tues
day at 2:30 p.m.

Prayvermeeting Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

On+ prayermeoting attendance
was better last Wednesdayv night
with 13 men present. We ran
snd should improve on that. Let
the men come to prayermeeting.
Ira L. Parrack, pastor

Mr. Farmer—Remember, ac-
cording to facts and figures re-
cently tabulated, there will be
carried over from the 1920 crop
of cotton a surplus of 12,000,000
bales of American cotton. Then,
would it not be wise to only plant

Bdie

ve south

WERCHANTS CLOSE |

T SIX ELOcK

I |
We the undersigned business

firms agree, as is customary Gaither of this city, died at his wick; the

8 PAGES

). 0. GAITHER
DIES AT EL PASO

J. D. Gaither, eldest son of B, C.

ROSE-CHADWICK

On Wednesday evening, Feb-
ruary 9, Rev. C. C. Dooley, pas-
tor of the Presbyterian church,
in his usual appropriate manner,
pronounced the words which
'bound in Holy lock, Mr. Clif-
ford Rose and ‘Miss Bertha Chad
appy event taking

MERKEL CHAMPION

OF DISTRIGT NO. 3

On Wednesday, February 9,
Trent and Merkel girls closed in

each year, to close our place of home in El Paso on last Friday, place at the home of the groom’s the champion game of basket
’ February 4th, and was laid to parents Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. ball. Once again we are greatly

business at 6 p. m., except Satur-f
days, beginning Monday, Febru-
ary 14 and ending September 1.

kel Mail for two or three issues. great deal of which time was qualities, who

Liberty Hdw. Co., Barrow
Furniture Co., The Star Store,
J. T. Dennis, Woodroof-Bragg
Co., G. M. Sharp, Bradshaw &
Sublett, Patterson Bros., Bridge
& Byrd, Freedman & Mellyer,!
West Co.,, W. W. Wood Grocery,
Crown Hdw. Co., Winter & Walk-'
er, E. L. Ash, J. B. Bell & Son,
J. T. Darsey & Co., Rose & Stev-
enson, Merkel Dry Goods Co., J.
M. Dry, E. L. Wilson, V. B. Sub-
lett. Bob Martin Grocery Co.,
and The Brown Dry Goods Co.

KINGS DAUGHTERS
MEETING

One of the most interesting
meetings of the Kings Daugh-
ters class was held on Tuesday
afternoon of this week with Mrs,
Murrell as hostess and Mrs. Pat
Jones assistant,

Becanse St, Valentine Davy
was =0 near at hand a valentine

program was carried out. The
guests favors were tinv red
hearts bearing the inscription,

“Kings Daughters, February 8,
1921." These hearts were sus-
pended on white ribbon and as
each guest entered the door they
were presented with these fav-
ors. The weather being so won-
derfully delightful on this after-
noon almost the entire class
membership availed themselves
of the opportunity to enjoy the
hospitality of these gracious
Hostess, We also enjoyed hav-
ing a number of visitors with ns
At thrée o'clock the president
opened the mieeting by the clas:
singing a song in chorus [ollow-
ed by a scripture lesson and
prayer. Roll eall was answeied
by secripture verses after which
the minutes of the previous
meeting was read and adopted.
The secretary and treasurer’s of-
fice being vacant on account of
Mrs. Henson having moved from
town, Mrs. Lee Cox wa
to fill the oflice,

The “wavs and means”
mittee had planned some work
for the elass. Thesxe plans were
related and discussed and in the
very near foture vou may he
able to witness the culmination
of these plans in the form of
an “old fashioned Tea Party”.
Watch for the locals conrermine
this “Ten Party” in the Merkel
Mail. After business, the soeial
hour was conducted by the pro-
gram committee, Big red hearts
were passed and on these each
onest wrote a valentine of four
lines, the first line ending in the
word valentine and the other
lines to rhyme with valentine.
Many and varied were the verses
but the prize fell to Mrs. Char-
lev Russell and to Mrs. Johnson
fell the booby. Another contest
of broken-hearts was also much
Misses Drv and Dur-
ham gave us some splendid read-
jngs, Misg Dvv gave a cutting
from “Aunt Minerva and Wil-
lianm Greenhill and Miss Durham
“Tbho negro dialect.” These read-
enioved and
vwo hone the voune Jodies will
find it convenient to favor us o-
soon,

The hestess  served  deliciovs
refreshments consisting of Jello
and whinped cream topped with
cherry, Nabiscos and cake. On
each plate was found a walnut
and said to contain “your for-
tune in a nhutshell”, these prov-

ed very amusing when opened,

s oleeted

Coni-

mminvad

inoe ware erently

aaip

to & small acveage in cotton. A big l(n.BobllQrtiqwmbohout«
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rest in the Elks Cemetery of
that city the following day.

Rose.
| The bride is a daughter of Mr.

pleased to announce that the
Merkel team won, and they not

Deceased was forty years old, and Mrs. G. W. Chadwick, and only won this game but they are
This notice to be run in the Mer- was reared in Taylor county, a is a young lady of most excellent

numbers her
spent in Merkel, and had a host friends by her acquaintanres.
of friends here and elsewhere,' And the groom is the eldest son

who were made sad by the tak-
ing away of this splendid citi-
zen,

A wife and six children, be-
sides a father, several brothers
and sisters are left to mourn his
death,

of friends in extending to the
bereaved family and other rel-
atives, deepest sympathy during

this their sad hour.

——

EPWORTH LEAGUE
PROGRAM

Leader—Miss Middleton.
Subject—*"“The Kingdom
in our homes,”
Song, Prayer, Song.
Lord’s Prayer in concert.
Voral Solo—W. W. Wood.
Seripture lesson—Mathew 6:7-
15 verse,

Introduction remarks by lead-

come

er. “When the Kingdom has
come into our homes.” Barney
Casey.

Open discussion—*“It is possi-
ble for the kingdom to come in
our homes in the fullest sense
while as vet it is so far from
ruling in the community much
less in the world.”

Deseribe a Christian home—
Lorena Dry.

The foundation of the home
into which the kingdom comes
Marriages in christ—Rev. W, M.,
Murrell, Business and League
Benediction.

—

BUYS BUSY BEE CAFE

Mrs. Nellie Hynes, late of
Lousiana, last week purchased
the Busy Bee Cafe from Messrs
Latham Brothers & Sanders, and
will continue the business as
heretofore.

Mis. Hynes is experienced in
the restaurant busjness, and an-
anounces that she will conduct a
first-class place, and will no
doubt enjoy her share of the bus-
iness in this line.’

CAR TURNED OVER

Sheriff John Bond's automo-
bile, occupied by Herman Bond,
Miss Lena Bond and Deputy
Sheviff, Jim Rowe, turned com-
pletely over at the Rainey creek
bridge on the Elmdale road late
Tuesday afternoon, after collis-
ion with another automobile. De-
fective breaks were the cause of
the accident. None of the three
was badly injured, escaping with
a few bruises.—Abilene Report-
er.

o ——

THE OLD SHOE SHOP

Prices Redneed:

Men’s half-soles ........ $1.00 _ : EEEE——

Ladies half-soles . ......... .90 j;:;;ﬁ:ﬁnthe Afl::;n etgt; As:::m&s We had a great day last Sun-

Rubber heels ............. 50 p o thev were rovally enter. 48¥. A record breaking attend-

Men's leather heels ....... 33 tained by the hostess and moth. ance at both Sunday School and

Ladies leather tips ........ .25 er, Mrs. Sanderfer. Delicious re- ¢hurch services, but we want to

ladies military heels ...... .75
Ladies military with rubber 1.00
All work guaranteed

E. L. ASH

——

Mrs. H. C. Williams returned
this week from an extended visit
to her son at Fort Worth, as well
as other relatives there. Her
daughter, Miss Eva, is visiting
relatives at Marshall, Mo., for
several weeks yet.

1tp

of Mr. and Mrs, H. M. Rose, is
mose industrious, honest, and
makes friends of all with whom
he becomes acquainted.

I We are glad to learn that the

to
and
The Merkel Mail joins the host' join a host of friends in extend-

happy couple will continue
‘'make Merkel their home,

ing congratulations and best
wishes.

H e —

MRS, 6. W.HARREL
* HHS PASSED AWA

After an illness lasting a year,
Mrs, Sallie Lynch Harrell passed
away on Thursday evening at 7
o'clock. Deceased had reached
the age of 62 vears, 10 months
and 5 days. She lived 40 years
in God’s service. She first join-
ed the Methodist church and
after 29 years she withdrew
from the Methodist church and
joined the Nasarine church
which she lived faithful to until
God’s angel carried her home
where there is no more suffering
and pain. She was a splendid
character and was loved and es-
teemed by all who had formed
her acquaintance, and besides an
aged companion, leaves three
sons and one daughter-in-law,
and two grand children, all of
whom were at her ‘bed-side.
There was a sister and brothe
that could not be there. The
sister and brother that were
here were Mrs, Heniy Melton of
Haskell; Mrs, Will Thompson, of
Snyder, Mr. Charlie Swann, of
Colorado; Mr. Jim Swann, of El-
derado. Funeral services were
conducted at the Rose Hill cem-
etery by Bro. Hendrix. We join
a host of friends in extending
deepest sympathy to the bereav-
ed. A Friend.

o ——

MISSION ARY SOCIETY

The Baptist Ladies Mission-
ary society met Monday after-
noon. Seripture reading by the
president after which the meet-
ing was turned over to the Abi-
lene ladies visiting our Society.
They gave some very splendid
discussions on various depart-
ments of the work. Wish more
of our ladies had been present
to have gotten the help and in-
cpiration of their talk. We hope
we may have the pleasure of
having them with us again soon.

| —

PRESBYTERTAN AUXILIARY

On last Mondav evening the
ladies Presbyterian Auxiliary

freshments were ed. Every
one going nwav with a happy
heart wishing the people
would open their doors again.
Next meeting will be held next
Monday afternoon at the home of
Mrs. J. G. Jones. Speéecial busi-
ness is to be discussed all mem-
bers and friends are invited.

undefeated. Not one timg this
year can it be said that the home
girls have lost a game.

We feel that they deserve all
the praise and credit that words
can express for their good play-
ing during the first half of the
game not one foul was called a-
gainst Merkel; this showed that
they had been trained to play
real ball.

Trent forwards seemed unable
to cope with the two strong Mer-
kel guards, When the ball had
safely oome through certer the
forwards lost no time in land-
ing a goal for Merkel, and Alma
Barbee put Merkel's score ahead
of Trent’s.

P. E. Shotwell, coarh of Abi-
lene High School athletics refer-
eed the game. ;

Merkel’s line up is as follows:
Forwards: Alma Barbee, and
Hattie Harris; Centers: Ethel
Allen and Cladys
Guards; Nora Foster an@ Myrtle
Harris, Substitutes Myrtle Me-
Donald, Maurine Angus.

The Merkel girls have one
more game to play and win be-
fore they are the champions of
Tayvlor ecounty. Help them win
this game and put the loving cup
for girls athleties in M.H.S,

——

L. VANLANDINGHAM IS
SHOT AND KILLED

Lawrence Vanlandingham age
24, was shot and kelled about
7:45 o’clock Tuesday night at
603 Oak Street. He was shot
with a pistol, one bullett going
through the head and another
through the breast,

Following the shooting Luns-
ford Woody of 603 Oak street

went to the office of Deputy

sheriff W. T. St.John and sur-
rendered himself to the officer.
Justice of the Peace, M. C.
Lambeth held an inauest over
the body of Vanlondingham. A-
mong those who testified at the
inquest were E. E. Lucas and
Dave Harris, who testified that
thev saw the shooting of Van-

landingham.
. At the close of the inquest
Justice Lambeth demanded

Woody to the custody of the of-
ficers,

The examining trial it was
stated, would probably be at an
earlv date.

Vanlandingham
are brother-in-laws, it is stated,
Mrs. Woody being a sister of the
dead man,

The funeral of Lawrence Van-
landingham was announced for
4:30 o'clock this (Wednesday)
afternoon from the parlors of
the Laughter Undertaking Co.
The services will be conducted
at the cemetery where interment
will take place.—Abilene Repoit-
er.

————

METHODIST CHURCH

make it just a little better next
Sunday. Come to Sunday Sechool
at 10 o’clock. Preaching at 11

a. m. and 7 p.n. by the p
Remember the 30 minute s
service at the evening F
Come to church. W. M, Mv

Middleton,
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STATEMENT OF CONDITION

It FARMERS STATE

\‘n L& N l'\L ’e

BANK

RESOURCES

Loans and Discounts
Banking House ...... .
Furniture and Fixtures
Bonds and War Savings Stamps . .
Asst. and Int. Guaranty Fund. .
Cash and Exchange .

$625,475.43
7.850.00
5.200.00
8,301.11
4,068.79
192,724.78

%81‘6 20.11

LIABILITIES

Capital Stock

Surplus Fund . ....
teserved for taxes . ..
[U'ndivided Profits .

$50,000.00
50.000.00
1,263.46
12,717.05

RO 2 s s e .. 689,304.16
ediscounts . . . .. s 40_:‘. 5.44
Jills payable . . None

Other Borrowed '\Lmo None

384'3 6)20 l 1

ONLY GUARANTY FUND BANK
IN MERKEL

SAFETY AND SERVICE

T. J. TOOMBS
JOHN SEARS

President
Vice President

R. L. BLAND Vice President
R. O. ANDERSON Cashier
F. Y. CGAITHER Asst. Cashier

Do you know
you can roll

| 50
agare tggg

esior

come over to Golan again we are
glad to have you come.

The singing Sunday night was
|very ;znml md enjoyed by a very
la1 :
l.\u_v one is invited to sing-
ing Sunday evening and Sunday
night at the school house,

A great deal of the school
children of the large room have
quit school on account of dislike
of teacher,

Mr. and Mrs,
are moving home.

Val P.

Byrom

sets, both red and white
Martin Grocery Co. tf

Onion
at “w“

A TEXAS WONDER

For kidney and bbladder troub
les, gravel, weak and lame back,
rheumatism and all irregularities
of the kidneys and bbladder. If
not sold by your druggest, by
mail $1.25 Small bottle. Send for
togstimonels to N E W Hall,
2926 Olive Street, St. Louis Mo.
Sold by druggists.

Brand and Shorts at G. M.
Sharp’s. tf

GOLAN NEWS

|
|
|

SHILOH DOTS ‘

The weather has been (':ldl'l'!
the last writing as we have had|
some Snow. '

\ll ':ll‘l Brown has

}n‘n'l] on ,

IOcts from ‘“H' .\'lrlklli:t‘. hntl is some better
b o now, Mlanche Tab« is bette
one wag) o | also.

The party at Mr. Sam Gray-
{son’s last Friday night was en-|

| joved by those present,
Myr. Grover Tiner preached at
Shiloh Sunday and several at-|

‘tvmh-«l.

| There will be preaching at
, Shiloh Saturday and Sunday. |
| | There was a good crowd spent |
i Sunday with Mr. and Mrs, J, W.|
' |[.mm\ "
: GENUINE | Mr. and Mrs. Joe \\'intm:\}
| BULL DURHAM |spent Sunday with Mrs. thl;yi
| Greene, g
i B TOBACCO I\r Miss Ida Panroy and Vera|
| 83 &7 oy~ hillips spent  Saturday night |
' ) R Mo ‘*’?-f?é”fg |with. Mr. .lmd Mrs. A, W, \\n()(l.\'.{
g iy | A good singing was had at|
| Joe Winters Sunday night. |
Jones Sunday. Some of the people of thl\[
White Pond and Sylvester community went to Trent Sun- 1

day night for preaching.

M. Ellis Rosson spent Sutuu-,
day night with Mr. Bud Winters. |

Grandma Phill.»s is spending|
the week with her daughter Mrs. |
J. W. Pomroy. Kandy-Kid

v

Lucindia Rnttmuul(h said her| »
aunt Mahalia Widespooder had |
wired she would be here on the
morning of the 25th of Febru-
ary, 1921, for that Tea Party at
the High School Auditorium and
would be there promptly on that|
date at 8 o'clock p.m. with the

proper garments on, tf|
COW FEED

Plenty Meal, Hulls, Alfalfa|
and Johnson grass. T. J. R.
Swafford, Kent St. 412 |

GET MORE EGGS—

By feeding ‘“Martin’'s Egg
Producer” DOUBLE your mon-|
ey back in eggs, or your money |
back in cash. “Martin’s Roup|
Remedy” Cares and Preventsi

Roup. Guranteed by Sanders

Drug Store. April-15. |

18 BUSINESS
CONFIDENCE

7 (AN ACCOUNT HERE
WILL HELP)

Somebody is always deposit-
ing your money in the bank.

[ s it you who are saving part
of your income and putting it 1
where it will work for your bene-
fit?

Or is it all slipping through
your fingers into the pocket and
bank account of some one who
appreciates its value more than
you?

A savings account with us will
solve that problem,

THE BANK THAT BACKS. THE FARMER

L ACTACL

TEUTOM
ASYS ¢ S

; ?ﬁ%%%%‘ﬁ"ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%“
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BLAIR NEWS

Mr,

Every one »wnmd to have en-

Rland \Nted our school

> COJ§

And Swastika Coal .

+ &)

o

last Friday. -~
joved the snow last week as it | w2 Mr. Webb Hannah has been ¢
h'“ been so warm 'h » past """-:ax ’ xK real sick the last week, but we
th o1 two. ! are glad to say that he is better.
A large crowd enjeyed thof % §§ Blair is building up to a great
musical entertainment at the l lt‘\tem as we have a new mer-
home of Mr. Frank Jeffrey Fri- % %,('h:\.;\»t. o~ j %
day night. l | Miss Dosia oan is on the
y 8 anida an' N 4 isick list this week.
mA[ (httl:l( J]();I:]i;-l:{t) h.\[.\\gll;{if)l)(\l\lt':!% ALL OF US ERR ALONG THIS LINE %9 Mr, and Mrs, Monroe Whisen-
riding a horse after a cow, the % 'he Point we want to get before you is a vital one to every xE;Ifﬂ'ﬁ-.»‘fin}n‘f‘:t:\'ﬁ:‘,Sfﬁ]{?ﬁ"ﬁefwem"'
the the horse got scared at an-| k 8 ¢ g g "
: . . . o 2 . Mr. Hayne Hughes of Ala-
other cow and threw her m”% one \VlShlng tO advance n the SCﬂ'C ()t pr()g’ress and W |Sd()m. %Ii,([n\’[ (“"lm‘ mml lh’(z,m Pl 4
and dragged her about one hun- l
‘ 2 They will make their home here.
dred yards. It skinned her up % %, O o
considerably, but she is m-ttinu[ A AII d th s !11\ s “; gt oy
along alright now. | " S MR . 4
- . § AreAll Goodsthe Same ) |2 - -
motored to white pond, near|3f}Q %:hv;' v;-;ront\- Mr. and Mrs. Han-
McCauley Sunday evening. They “ | orida s Mr. Murs.
e e o el In Quality, Price and Style B i vers o count S
cvery one is invited to the | Miss Vera Mo .
i ~7 . r N v 4 |day ev ith Miss M &
el il What would you think of a fellow who classes a “Broom Tail’ “Spanish iahen, e <
: e men come prepar- “ ¥ % g . \
ed to kill rabbits and ladies all % Bronch” as the match of any “Kentucky Thoroughbred? i, ;‘I"\i‘-?,‘,‘,,,(?‘;i'd"gﬁﬁie Eff::;’ ‘
i i i . g Jesse ar nd-
‘;’:;r‘;';g :;;',‘_”C;’ei’r'-“l}i&kl%“,‘o"‘,' g A man who can judge a horse should buy good merchandise. %'ed the singing cenventiit o ‘
The men on the south side of the §§ A woman who knows a good cake will buy good merchandise everytime. % \“g‘h‘_“‘("ldmo Mocks  shent s
Eve\; mgv’iﬁlmni t(;n:a&t:o:t x,'(i We find some people wanting us to bring our prices down to meet what is g;'duy night with Mr. Clyde
" E \ : \ : oore,
the ones on the north'side of the gﬁ kEnown by good observers—*“Junk Stuff’ N 3 Mes. T Mo B
nv:ﬂl;'qwllll n\]he’et};ll"tllma:du;c\i?(;:e: ed on Mrs. Lucinda Hughes San- {
s. J. W. an : day.
B T L e e We fight Junk Goods Every Time they are Offered us We have heard that S5 AN
g et % Lawrence’s house burned Sun-
i i day. We ‘extend them our sym- e
Mettie Byrom and Edith s - a p;{tfw
Thompson took dinner with Miss M{-. |
' i . and Mrs, Clarence Lacky
e SO “ a It e "c a " | s e a “ l’ l c ﬂ 8 ent Sunday with . and M
L : hod ans Meeks. m Eyes.
L. Thompson were seen in Mer- insom ((—(k:w— Brown Eyes
kel Friday. x ; x ' 4
Rueben Cooper, Clifford and Is Our Slogan for Every Month in the Year VIOLEN AND PIANO
Luther Davis were guests of aﬁ % I could handle's Sir Bt
c‘;'l ““é‘og“({,““ dsltar‘r' ”t‘“d:"- Our business is growing and will keep stepping along. It's a good invest- x e in either Plade. oo SRt f
r. wandler lefy tor Ar- o s 4
kansas Wednesday. % ment for you to join up with us in putting over a clean business of the Qual- l}:?tf'*o'lef;‘;;\ﬂl:: F:{l:seﬂm )mr »
Mr. W. T. Duncan and daugh- : x ‘ ey
ter Miss Lettie, and Mr. and ity kind we are growing. Shop. 28t4 if
rs. C. A. Duncan visited Mr. £
and Mrs. G. M. Byrom Sunday. x PLENTY of COAL i
The candy breaking at Mr. W. ,&
T. Jones Saturday night was en-
joyed by a large crowd. » E) - Dawson Fancy Egg
Messers John Shelton and
Curtis McCain and Miss Elva Quality Merchandise J Domestic Lump
MeCain were in Sylvester Sun-
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A FIRESIDE TAL

By JENNIE LITTLE.

-

IRCRHR
AN TN

W 1981, by MoClure Newspaper Syndicate

Ancther story, child dear? Sure 'tis
overdrawn like the Ponzi fella's
fund will be, with such a demand.
Well, then, come with me, of an eve-
uing that I have in mind, to a grand
concert hall in the city. A wonder
ful prima donna, the ide! of her audi-
ences In two continents, has come up-
on the stage for her last number \S
she stands waiting for the applause 1o

Yy

die away, something that she reads
in the waves of upturned faces moves
her to a sudden impu!se nd h &
tender little sinfle, instead of the ¢
sical selection on the program, her
voice second qbl)l} 1 SWeethess 0 the
sngels' fills the vast room with

“There's a pretty spot in Ireland,

I always clahu for v land

In one of the boxes sat tvwo of the

earth's prosperous, and like o lichtning

artist, the man's mind flashed picture
after picture on his memory's screen
In faraway County Clare he saw a

yYoung gossoon full to the brin of the
sheer joy of living. The Scoteh would
call himn a lad o' parts, the English a
topping chap, but I'll declare to you
that he was just a regular broth of a
boy. Every old granny in the villuge,
and clear down to every lass, thought
the sun had its rising and setting in
his merry charm, but only Elleen Mc
Donagh had a mortgage on his affec-
tions. Ah, but she was the winsome
colleen, and the likes of her was not
to be found In a day's travel

Then an uncle in America
money ftor his passage, with
success that set the lad wild to go.
Eileen must stay with fer
but when he had a good start

sent

tales of

old folks,

ther

would send for her, and together they |

would conquer this fine new country.
“My heart goes back there daily, |
To the girl 1 left behind me
When we kissed and sald good-by.”
Ah, yes at first 'twas so. Luck and |
pdck were with him, and his foothold
grew firmer and stronger, and some
how in the struggle, Elleen drified
further into the background of his
thoughts. The old bodies went one

by one, and the black sorrow of lone-
liness was almost more than she could
abide, but never did her sweetheart
grow Dbitter or complaining in its
wearying for him. Faithful and true
Ishe was to her troth with Terence

* 1 O'Neill.

“Where dear old Shannon’s flowing,
Where the three-leaved Shamrock
ETOWS,
Where my heart is I am going
To my little Irish Rose.
And the moment that 1
With a hug and kiss ['ll greet

meet her

Consciences woke up entin and =
shillatab stroke
to the pain she

WAS Eentle ¢con
guve n For n

ths 1

that ! 1

Inte me

4 these t " erity
he had decided o1 !
cnltured American womm rule

e

-

his home and heh

for his never-satisii
odid-bl ]
love, he had set about to win he
sat the

otfed !y wWithout a

very minute, by his side
of his worldly choice, and
much elated that now
a great deal averse 1o his gu
tentions. Sure
that common past, and alimost had he
_forgotten its connection with the aris
tocratic banker who looked ot lim
from the mirror

“Sure no letten

For soon will T be s ne

And T'Il bless the ship that tales me

To my dear old Erin's shore

The lady

- eurl of the

“one
and rot vulzm
en‘(“" l“‘;lr’ tnrned oven
of gratitude that
n(‘b? too Iate

Very quiet was he on the way ho

he had

she Secmed not

Hant

che never knew ahot

turned th ]
lip. “Really.” = <lie
might expect the hest mus Liere

songs.” and Ter

stred

wisdom had

o and as he handded he from the litvoun

-

tation
as 1

sine, declined her gracioune inm
with 2 “Not tonight,
have pressing husiness to attend 1o Im-
mediately., And [ pro
see you again for

Jenve on the Canopi
sailing."”

“Indeed,”
plensed surprise
sudden.”

“T've not yet
snvs Terence,
grin, “but I think the fates won't fafl
me this time.” And neither did they

And now
evening Iin dear old
of enchanted moonlight vhet
fairies and little folk
snells on evervthing
windo
sweetness of her harnp sviting
as she sings =0 sadly ‘It ay be
years, and it
Into the roomn sirides
thoughts,

“Not on your life!”
rue Amneriean style, and then
@ hig knees beside her, and Into the

rder old brogue. “Mavourneen,
time I've been madly,
flowing a will-o'-the-wisp, hut when
i eame to e senses and gaye me

thank you

bably wil
titue a< I
'S next Jdare

Some

the lady, I lis
“Syrely

said

booked my passage”

]

with an old Irish

time

to n matehless

we come
Killal

are iIsig 1t
AN ol t he
sits Filee vith rhe elting
h
mayv he forever

"D'lﬂ nee

gays he in the

heart the lead, it hrought me to my |

own ftrue love, straight as the crow
flies. Wil ye go back with me, dar
', to be the dear light of me life til
the blessed saints call us from our
own paradise to theirs? And some-
thing he saw In her face made him
dare fo greet her after the fashion of
hamrock song. Then because 'tis

way of a woman to forgive and

“" forget, acushla, 1 can end my story in
your favoriie way: “And they all lived

happy ever after”

- — e —

dronpped |

MID-WINTER

CLEARANCE

In order to make room for the new Spring Goods that are be-
i ing purchased by our buyers, who are in St. Louis this week,
we are offering unusual inducements in the prices of Dry
Goods, Shoes, etc. Many prices quoted below are really under
present market prices, but we must move the goods.

$3.00 and $3.50 Serges and Tricotines, per yard___________ $2.00
Crepe de Chine and Gerogette Crepe, peryard ____________$1.75
! $3.00, $3 50 and $4.00 Silk Shirting, per yvard. ______. _____ $2.50

STAPLES-STAPLES-STAPLES

Red Seal Girgham, per yard

9-4 Brown Sheeting, per yard
Good grade Dress Gingham, per yard
Good grade Outing, per yard
Full 36-inch Bleached Domestic, peryard _________________.20¢
Full 36-inch Brown Domestic, per yard._____ _.

TOWELS TOWELS TOWELS

At Greatly Reduced Prices

BLANKETS BLANKETS BLANKETS

You can buy them at a big Saving this week

EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA

Sansilk Crochet Thread, perspool . ________ ________ __.
One lot Ladies Shoes, Military Heel

High Top Shoes, in gray and browns Si
$65.00 Mens Suits

14 PRICE and LESS
$35.00

Merkel Dry Goods Company

At The Same
Old Place

Three Bottles Snuff
Cartoon Camel Cigaretts
Lard

Syrup

12 Gauge Shells

Sugar

45¢

... 95¢c
$1.80
$1.25
60¢

. 856¢
$9.756
$1.00
$5.65
T3¢
30¢

. 19¢
$1.45
$1.10
65¢
class
See

OU can get |
them by ad- |
vcrtisin* in this ||
paper. It reaches *
the best class of l
people in this |
community. ||
| [obaceco .
i} Extra High Patent Flour
4
|

.\Iea!

Big Oats

| Meat

1 No. 3 wash tub

b gallon oil can :
Wash board _ o7 Vi
Everything at bargain prices. First
line of dry goods all at bargain prices.
the fellow that makes them all howl.

RAY at BLAIR

We deliver in Merkel

you want some
of their business.

Use this paper if ;
J

1 NOTICE

| I have almost a complete line of the J. R. Watkins
| products, such as

all |
foolishly |

Medicinez, Extracts and Flavors
Toilet Articles

You can find me at the Merkel Garage each afternoon.

I also have plenty of Watkins Calendars, which have a list of all arti-
cles on back, and if you don’t get a copy, write—

Box 121 Merkel, Texas

N. A. DOWELL,

CIGARETTE

No cigarette has
the same delicious
flavor as Lucky
Strike. Because
Lucky Strike is the
toasted cigareite.

BLAIR NEWS

Miss Mae Bieldleman of Mer-
kel visited Miss Myrtle Scott
Sunday.

Mrs. Richard Melton called on
Mrs. C. Burks Monday.

Mrs. Simpson, one of Blair's
teachers, visited home folks at
Trent Sunday.

Mr. John Reynolds of Trent is
here with his sister, Mrs. Carl
Hughes,

Rex McClain visited our school
last week.

Mrs. Noels and daughter have
moved from here to their home
in Merkel.

The party given at Mrs. Carl
Hughes Saturday night was en-
joyed by all.

Miss Bessie Brooks visited |
Miss Lola Blackburn Sunday.
Rev, Wilson filled his regular
appointment here Sunday.
Several of the young folks en-
joyed the singing at Mr. Emmet
Patterson’s Sunday night.

Well as every one is so busy
we haven't time to find much
news. Brown Eyes.

Just received $1,500 stock of
McFarland

Ga-
tf

new Casings,
rage,

Pains
Terrific
Read how Mrs. Albert
Gregory, of R. F. D. No.
1, Bluford, ll1., got rid of
herills. “During . . . ]
was awfully weak . ..
My pains were terrific. 1
thought | would die. The
bearing-down pains were
actually so severe | could
not stand the pressure of
my hands on the lower
ran of my stomach . ..
simply felt as if life was
for but a short time. My
husband was worried . . .
One evening, while read-
ing the Birthday Alma-
nac, he came across a
case sinflar to mine, and

went straight for some
Cardui for me to try.

TAKE

GARDUI

The Woman’s Tonic

1 took it faithfully and
the results were immedi-
ate,” adds Mrs. Gregory.
“| continued to get bet-
ter, all my ills leit me,
and I went through . . .
with no further trouble.
My baby was fat and
strong, and myself—thank
God—am once more hale
and hearty, can walk
miles, do my work,
though 44 years old, fcel
like a new person. All ]
owe fto Cardui.” For
many years Cardui has
been found helpful in
building up the system
when run down by dis-

Mo

Many are the strange and lnlenst-‘
ing native tribes that are found In the
Americas, Among the most Interest.
ing are the people of the ostrich, who
inhabit an almost as yet unknown
country, and In language, and char-
acter, and race, are altogether dis-
tinet from other Indians, says an ar-
ticle on “People of the Ostrich” iIn
Boys' Mfe. They live in the remote
and almost legendary regions of the
“land of large-feeted men"--a land,
that like Chill, Peru, Mexico, and
northwest South America, has Its
story of the existence of a hidden eity
among the unexplored wilds of their
Cordilleras, :

The Tehuelches of Patagonia, that
vast peninsular end of South America,
are scattered across it, from the
Straits of Magellan and the Rio Ne-
gro—a territory of over 1,000 miles
in length and 300 at its narrowest, "A
brave, active, athletic people, won-
derful horsemen, singularly expert
with their weapons and Implements,
who lead a wandering life, and hunt
the wild ecattle, the guanacos—and
ostriches. For Patagonia is a home
of that splendid bird, which was
there ages before men crossed its
path in the faraway wilds of the in-
terior. To the Tehuelches, this fine bird
is as Important in their existence as
the guanaco, for they are a race of
hunters, and grow but little food for
themselves,

PREACHES FROM AN AIRPLANE

Minister With Many Parishes to Cover
Puts Modern Mode of Travel
to Good Use.

No tolling chureh bells announce teo
the little communities scattered
through one section of America's great
Northwest the periodic Sunday morn-
ing arrival of the region's most en-
terprising Itinerant evangelist. In-
stead, they hear the coughing exhaust
of an engine, as his airplane spirals
down upon the village. Drawn irre-
sistibly by the novelty of the visit, they
flock to the airplane, now at rest in a
nearby field or meadow. They find
the preacher on his feet in the pilot's
cockpit of the plane “Sky Pilot,” ready
to begin his discourse.

Explanation of this strangest of all
the airplane’s uses is found in the
evangelist's decision, some months ago,
that the time and energy required for
constant travel among distant parishes
was seriously curtailing hiz effective-
He decided to defy all precedent
by allying aeronaunties and religion. He
first snbjected himself to a rigorous
course of training, and became an ac-
complished alrman. He then pur-
chased his plane, selecting a three-
geater of sporting type. The rear cock-
pit seats the pllot, and serves as his
pulpit when the meetings are held in
the open; the forward cockpit accom-
modating his two assistants, one of
them a song leader.—Omaha Bee.

Ness,

Women Crave Excitement,

The wife of a very wealthy man
wus arrested with a group of bandits
after a pistol battle with the police,
in which the woinan was shot in the
arm. She is 8 woman who has trav-
eled, is educated and bears every evi-
dence of refinement. The police say
that there are many women of this
kind who work with thieves unbe-
known to their families, The call of
adventure is the prime motive. In a
roid on an ast side wine cellar re-
cently ten men and one woman were
taken to headguarters in a patrol. All
the men had erimiual records. The
woman is happily married to all ap-
pearances, and is a patron of the
opern. She said the men and women
in her set were dull and that she liked

| to get ont and mingle with the men

who lived by thelr wits and were not
afrald  of dapgerous paths—New
York Times.

The Chef's Dally Manicure,

One of the dally events in the life
of a chef In any of the large New
York hotels Is his morning manicure,
Before he touches food, his hands are
carefully washed and his nafls are
cleaned, cut and polished,

The job is not given to a sweet girl
manicurigt, but to one of the hotel
physicians. He is always on hand
during the day: should the chef accl.
dentally cut himself, the doctor will
handage the wound, as he is there for
that purpose,

Chefs are precious these days; many
of the French ones—unable to get
their daily bottles of wine—have gone
hack to France, where the thought of
prohibition stil he treated as a
Joke. though even in France there are
heard ominous rombles hetween the
Jokes paszeq ot our expense~Topulay
Sclence Monthly,

can

Te Jail by Airplane.
Aerinl policeisen In San Franciseo
are thus far the first to make use of

the airplaue to conduct a prisoner to-

Jail, via the automobhile patrol,

The sky route offers the most direct
passage between two places, and in.
this instance the prisoner was trans-
ferred from the Alexandra county jail
across the bay of San I'rancisco to the:
locality where an automobile patrol
was walting te continue the journey
through the eity. Where it Is neces
sary to save thme, the airplane can
be of service, as In this case. .

When the alr bécomes crowded with
machines, the arrest of violators of
the air-traffic laws will undoubtedly
become common and serial  patrols
win ro loneer pecite commoent —Pap.
ular Scicroe Monthly,
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By NELLIE A, FAIRBANKS.

S DR

Newspaper Syadicate)

(® 1821, by MeClure

Bill Curtis vigorously applied the old
stubby brush broow to his well-worn
sult, then stopped for a moment
gaze out across the great gicen fields

o

For 16 years, weather permitting
Bill had watched and loved this time
of day, when the sun was casting its |
last slanting rays

Tonight he was ieaving the home he |™

loved so well
shared his home
had worked for
the hard part of Sowething
that looked suspiciousiy ke tears
welled up in his honest blue eyes, aud
he guzed for a minute at the
the sink, doing up the supper dishes.
AS a rule this man was talkative, but
tonight he ely sllent

The arduous task of making
sult look something like new was final-

and the man who had
and with
16 years

wholn he

golng

mnn at

was stranyg
an old

Iy completed and Bill stepped out on
the little platform that served as al
plazza He looked sadly at the two
empty arm chairs,

“At the end of twe duys’ journey
1 will be with Marcia again' and |

onece more he could see the fittle white

clad figure as he left her that last
evening. Again he could hear the
soft sobbing us she begged him not
to be away long, and BIN held her

ciose as he whispered:

“When I have made the little fortune

1 have dreamed of, then I will come
back to you And when I do conu
back, Marcia, it will be in llac-time, |
Just like it is today.

The first few weeks had been un
bearable to Bill; then as the months
and yeuars passed he fell into that
rut of being perfectly satisfied with
working hard all day and spending
the iong evenings with his faithfu
companion and his pipe

H little plle of money grew oig- |
ger each year until he at last decided
it was thme to go back to the oud hote
and Marcia His heart beat faster
as he pictured the little vigion la wh
and he sighed bappily as he again
entered the little cottage But his
spirits drooped when he beheld Jim

with

sitting his head resiing in his
two hands, a picture of despa.r. Go-
ing over, he placed his hand on Jim's

shoulder and said

“We've spent somie very happy years |

here, old scout, but now 1 must be
going back to Marcia I wish you
could see her, Jim—se small, with
WAVY tresses and—"

“Yes, but 16 years makes an awful
difference, old man,” Jim aaswered

“Yes, yes,” Bl murmured, bhalf ab-
sently; “ln some people, but‘e Mar
cla.”

At last the timne cgme when (he

comrades parted. Jim drove Bill over
the two miles to the rallroad station,
and they ﬁﬂ'”‘\ pressed each other's |

handgtor weither could speak  just
then.
Jim drove back te the loneyy cot

tuge, seated bimself o his arm chalr
beside the vacant one, and when the
big full moon arose Its bemns fell on
ope lonely figure, und an empty chair.

In the weantime the
towards Bill's old home
His journey ended a

(rain ‘;..vl on
iud Marcia,
neon two duy~

later, but as Bill felt terribly roman
tie, he waited until the sun was set
ting. then Marcian must see him first
by the llace bush near her dom As
he neared the house he wished he had
kept corresponding all these ycars;
but then, he felt sure Marvcia loved
him enough to watch and wait for
himy even though it was sixicen years.

He was almost at the gate when u

sudden fear possession of him.
Things did not look just right. What
If Marcia had gons or had died;
but no, he must put such
away. At the gate a piercing scream
reached his ear—just as he was by
the lilae tree, where Muarein must see
him first—and two dirty-faced boys
came rushing around the corner of the
house, the larger one finally overtak-
ing the other, and they imuedintely
started a fi=t tight

The door of the house opened quick-
ly, and a womwan, one who would eas-
ily tip the scales at two hundred, ap-
peared in a solled gingham dress,
sleeves rolled to her elbows, exhibit-
ing a pair of fat red arms thickly cov-
ered with white suds, and the equally
red face showed plainly she had just
emerged from the family washtub,

Bill rubbed his eyes and looked
again. There might just have
an ordinary double chin attached to
that {ace, hut Bill could swear he saw
four. He also noticed the thin, half
gray locks, twisted intoe a litiie hard
knot at the back of her head. Crush-
ing the innocent lilac where he had a
few moments before so romanticaMy
placed his hand, he stepped back a It-
tle farther,

There was no mistaking. The eyes
proved it was Marcia, and if there
was the least bit of doubt left in his
mind, It disappeared when & man n
overalls brushed past him and called
out, “Hurry up and get my dinner,
Marcia”

and Marcia was just starting back
for the kitchen when she espled the
man by the lilac bush., Raising her
voice, she called out loudly :

took

away,
thoughts

heen

“Get away from them Waos or 'l

cail the deg.”

Three days later Bill turned the
corner of his own little cottage, aud
peeking through the window, beheld
Jim in the act of setting one dnglo
place at the table.

“Set it for two, old man,” Bill sang
out cheerily. “And Jim, when you
said a ot could happen in 18 years,
you said something.”

- —

That was |

LAL AL PFIVIURKLED

PARAMOUNT PROGRAMS

COZY THEATRE

Special Program Saturday Matinee 2 to 6:30 ’

Friday
“*Home

A Thomas H.

“Bride 13"’

Julian

February 11

Spun Folks”

Ince Special, from the book bw

Josephson
Coumedy

Jobby Ray

Monday

in

“*Sweet Lavender'’

Mary Miles Minter

February 14
Wm. Duncan
in

“Fighting Fate

Fox News

! Saturday
] "
Constance Dinney
in
“The Stolen Kiss"’
Mutt & Jeff in

February 12

5t. Johin
in

“Fired Again'’

Al

“Fox Hunters

Tuesday ’
Wallace Reid
in
“"Double Speed”’

Topies of the Day

in

“"Over Again’

17

Thursday Feb.

“MALE AND FEMALE”

A Paramount Super Special, from the book by the author of the

“Miracle Man"’

One Night Only

February 15
George Ovey

- _conze *

Honoring Miss Mary Camp-

bell, a number of young people

 were most royally entertained ,

‘at the home of Mr, and Mrs, B
H. Moore on Friday even
 February 4, from 8:00 to 1 b
The occasion being her birthday

As the guests arrived each
young lady and man were pre-
'w»nrnd with a badge of blue and

pink ribbon,

A special chair of honor was
t‘\cn placed in the center of the
mom for Miss Campbell when
tum by turn she entertained
each zuest with an interesting

| vear-book made and presented
[to her by Miss Lola Moore.

In keeping with the valentine
|season a favor which was a large
|hemt bearing the inseription:
| “February 4, 1921” was present-
Ied to each person present,

As pardners were chosen they ~
\wle escorted into the dinning-
room where the delicious birth-
ay cake was cut bv the various
gnests, the coins found therein
(being presented to Miss Camp-
'lwll

Shows at 7 and 9 NO Advance in Adwission Prices Refreshments ot = nipped
J e IS cream, fruit, and cake were serv-
Wednesday February 16 COMING COMING
S i 2Dé
“Alice Brady” “Edgars Cake"” : ! : !’J !’uA .fhf‘ gfxrr::r]ﬂt)zflll ed‘fhh:!::li:‘g
in Wm. 8. Hart Charlie (/})aplln ]] e such birthdayvs and every
[he Fear Market’’ A Booth Tarkington in in u“"h her little heart desives.
Special Comed Those present were: Misses
Pathe Review “‘Between Men" “Carmen”’ (Mary Campbell, Bessie Tucker,
Mollie Shannon. Jessie and Leota
FOX ENTERTAINMENTS METRO PRODUCTIONS TOll(‘h\tﬂne Burnice Merritt,
. T Wsmerecw. | 0uella Palmer. Mildred Estes,

ihc Mc"kcl Mail

blished Every riday Morning by

*L(K" MAIL PRINTING GOMPANY, INC
THOMAS DURHAM, Editor and Manager

\UBSCRIPTION 31.50 PER YEAR

FTELEPHONE No. 61

Entered at the postoihice at Merkel
| Texas as second class mail inatter.
!

| Any erroneous reflection on the char

| acter, standing or reputation of any-

| person, firm or corporation which may |

appear in the columns of The Mail will

|be gladly corrected upon its being
brought to the attention of the man-
agement.

|
PATRONS OF THE MAIL who do

| not receive their puper regularly will
uonfer a favor upon the management
| by reporting the fact. You should uh-o
| watch the label of your paper to ascer
' tmn when vour time is out and renew

before your name automatically leaves
| our list, as ul! papers stop when the
| term of subscription expires

| If you have .isitors, or if you know

? any item which would be of interest to
| readers of the Maij the editor would

i appreciate a note or a telephone mes-
sage to that rﬂ'ul Or, 1if an occur-
rence of unusual inderest trunspires a
{ reporter will be promptly sent to get
| the full particulars

Foreign Advertising Representative

_THE AMERICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION
|
|
|
\

We clipped the following
| wheeze from an Indiana journal.
It is not original with that pa-
per. We print it for two reasons
(1) We have not printed it be-
fore, in spite of its familiarity.

And (2) it ought to keep the
Demon Illustrator busy for a

‘eream and into the parlor,

¢ \‘n‘ of davs

oici le Wheeze:

.-\ oman who was too eco-
(!')"li\;li to subscribe for her
home paper sent her little son
to borrow the copy taken by
their neighbor. In his haste the
oy ran over a four-dollar stand

of bees and in ten minutes look-
ed like a warty Summer squash.
His eries reached his father who

) 3 S 1Ce2, ad fall
ing to nutuv a h.uhod wire fence
ran into it, breaking it down,
cutting a handful of flesh from
his anatomy and ruining a five-
dollar pair of pants. The old cow
took advantage of the gap in the
fence and got into the cornfield
“and killed herself eating comn.
Hearing the racket, the mother
ran, upset a four-gallon churn of
rich cream into a baket of kit-
tens, drowning the whole litter.
In her hurey she dropped and
broke, past all hopes of mend-
ing, a twenty-five-dollar set of
false teeth. The baby, left a-
lone, crawled throug the spilled
ruin-
ing a twenty-dollar carpet. Dur-
ing the excitement the eldest
daughter ran away with the
hired man, the dog broke up ¢
eleven setting hens, and the
calves got out and chewed the

tails off of four~ fine shirts. All
to save 31.50,
Moral: Subseribe for this pa-

per at once and protect yourself
from such calamities.—Exc.

s ‘‘home folks”’

I

JUSTIFY MILES OF TRAVEL
TO TRADE HERE

We welcome, specially solicit, business
from out of town

We have customers who drive many miles to trade
with us and they save money in doing so.

W hen you trade with us you are treated just the same
and we want you to
here, no matter how far you have come.

| c/ T Dar rsey (o

TR —

feel at home

A HOME
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COAL-
.\‘("\‘

as,

COAL—310.00
0. W. Walker,

per
Blair,

FOR S. \l E—12 or 15 tons of
good bright maize. S. . Rus-!
sell, phone 271. 42p
FOR S: fresh

Ear] Lassiter, tf

FOR ¢ 4.[ P»-Team for cash or|1920 crop did.
credit. E. Barnes, Merkel. route |
fi\'c.

FOR SALE—Ferguson No. 71!

ton Mment and for the benefit of the|
Tex- church,
21t4 Invited to attend.

of the day here, every one is
milk |busy tilling and preparing the
cows, also some springing. See S0il for the 1921 crops and- at

|

BOX SUPPER AT MOUNT
PLEASANT

t

Ther ewill be a box supper at|
Mount Pleasant on Saturday|
night, February 12, The pro- i

ceeds to b€ used for school equip-
The public is cordially

MT. PLEASANT ITEMS

Farming seems to be the order

the same time hoping it will
prove more profitable than the

Mvr.

E. M. Massey and family

tf spent Sunday with friends over!

m Sandburr vicinity.
Mr. and Mrs, Irin Street zueu

Texas Red, Rust Proof Oats, E. the happy parents of a baby girl |

Barnes, Merkel, route 5.

tf torn on the 1st.

Our Sunday School students

COAL on TRACK—Will unload were happily surprised Sunday |
another car Ludlow Coal Friday, afternoon when Bro. Black of|

and Saturday,

You may need a.Snmmom College drove over and cherries, and

little more coal. T. J. R. Swafford 'delivered a very interesting ser-|

Phone 291.

SALE or r[{AI)I —Good young |sort of folks rally here the 4th|
T. J. R. Swafford phone|Sunday
11t2|crowd is expected also fine smg

team.
291.

WANTED-—Man
work on ranch.
Senior.

Sam Butmdn

1t mon.

We learn that there is to be a

afternoon. A large

b

|ing if you have a musical voice

to «lu general bring it along well tuned.

Mr. Louis Click and Miss Mary |

11t2! Ridenbach happened to a very May

sad accident Sunday aftemoon

LOST—A heavy Lap Robe, some | when the car in which they “ele'

where between
and Merkel. Finder please leave
at Merkel Mail office. J. C. Tuck-
er, 1tp

FOR RENT-—Clean bed-room,
man and wife or gentleman. Ga-
rage, Mrs. H. C. Williams, phone
171, 1t

 WANTED-—Cotton pickers to
pick about 10 o 15 bales of cot-
ton, of which, about half is first
‘picking. House furnished. See
S. F. Haynes, Merkel. tf

| LOST—Rear Lamp and number
for Ford Car. Number 135,421.
Finder please notify O. A. Smith
Trent Texas. 11t2p

Do you know who is to be
' hostess at the Tea Party? Why
ves Mrs, Nancy Bell Smith of
course, tf

WANTS YOUF WI]HK

John Mc Donald

Contractor & Builder.
Plans Drawn and Esti-
mates made on short
notice.

Merkel, Texas

White (‘hmchlliding suddenly

refused to be
leontrolled and turned bottom up
into a ditch leaving them in a
very critical condition, however, '
they were soon excavated with'
no injuries except a few bruises. ‘
Not that we wish to make a|
joke of a tragedy but they were
on their way to Merkel to be
married. |

My, G. C. Sargent and family
spent Sunday with relatives on
Salt Branch,

Mr. Bill Biggler is building a
little cottage over on Miss Liz-
zie Glennyvikle’s place: seems
kinda strange yet we do not
meddle. A Hob-goblin.

NOTICE

New shoe shop just opened
for business in the Sears block

just north of the Commercial
motor Co. We do all kind of
wemeees | fine shoe repaiving. All work

guaranteed. We will appreciate
your patronage. 4t2p
BRIDGES & BYRD

Eliza Ann Lickskillett told me
she had a postal card from Mar-
andy Hartshorn and she and!
Sally Sue angett from Dog-|
town were a comin’ to that Tea
Party. tf

If you need any hauling see—'
J. R. Baze, phone 18, tf

|th9m do.

land beautiful

.md Lola Moore,
'Shannon,

Messrs John
Vernie Merritt, Will
aude Tnuchstnne Osle
Williams. Chester Lucas. Leon-
\ard and Corrie Camp and Shan-
inon Moore,

A TRL\'ITY OF GARDENS

Every farm house should have
these gardens— a vegetable gar-
den, a fruit garden and a flower
garden. This trinity of gardens

mayv be a triangle of gardens,

with the apex pointing upward
to prosperity and its base resting
upon home inependance.

The vegetable garden should
supply the family table with
fresh vegetables with a surplus
to put up in brine, dry and can
for winter use.

The fl‘"it oravdon “hOUld con-

in-friit ! nes. black
hey ‘awberries
[and other fnnts suitable for a
small area,
should be large enough and car-
ed for sufficiently to produce all
the peaches, apples, pears, plum
if in citrus belt,
oranges, grapefruit, kumquats,
ete.. needed for the home.

The flower garden may not af-
ford any income, though some of
It may not have any
utility value™ at all. But it is
sure to have ethical value, re-
fining influence and pleasure
moments for the gardener. It
bespeak the refinement, the
'taste, the knowledge and the ar-
|tistic temperament of the gar-

dener. The home adorned ”

by a flower
‘garden will be a happier home
and generally worth a great deal
'more than there are no flowers.
—Farm and Ranch.

whep

DIED LAST FRIDAY

Mrs. Harrell, wife of G. W.

{Havrell, of the Salt Branch ecom-

munity, died
dence in that co
Fridav, and was Mid to rest in
Rose Hill Cemefery, this city
the following day.

Deceased had been in bad heal-
th for a long time, had reached
the ripe old age of 62. We ex-
tend sympathy to the bereaved
relatives.

BANK CLOSING NOTICE

the family resi-
unity on last

Notice is hereby given that on
and after February 15, 1921, we
the undersigned banks in the
city of Merkel will open our
doors each day during the week

for business at 8 a.m. and close

at 4 pm. We therefore kind-
ly ask our patrons and the pub-
lic to take notice and be govern-
ed arcordingly. R. O. Anderson,
Cashier. Farmers State

ors & Merchants National Bank.

Peace Maker Flour, at G. M.
Sharp's tf

s

The orchard proper

A !

-

Bnk,__
L. R. Thompson, Cashier, Farm
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PLUNIDA KABSII A FIGHIER

Victor in Remarkable Combat With

Dog, as Reported by “Honest and |
Upright Person.”

\ o

“\.

N\

| Russell Thompson of Sarasota, a
poted angler and dealer in fishing
tackle, consequently a very honest and
upright pédrson, has submitted the fol
loewing, with aflidavit attached to the
Morida Fisherman.

“Last Sunday morning 1 bhappened
to be standing looking out the win-
dow. All at once Dr. Jack Halton's
bird and hound dog came down the al- |
ley with his back feet over his veck!
(In the act of running) and Mayor |
BEdwards' rabbit In the lead. The rab
bit is a very large specimen of the
rodent family and well able to care !
for himself, as well as the dog who'
happens to be a combination Mrd‘
rabbit, coon and anything else that
bappens to be in sight. Well. it was |
not long before the same pair came
back, but the rabblt was not in the
fead. Rube, the dog, and the ruhhlt“
played for about twenty minutes up |
and down the alley, in the back yards, |
aiid seemed to be having a wonderful |
time, when all of a sudden the rabbit l
tiring of such amusement (please be
lieve me), jumped and bit Dr. Jack
Halton's dog under the neck, then |
to do the job up right, kicked poor |
Major several times, thus ending the |
morning's exercise.” !

ONE HIGH SCHOOL A DAY
For Twenty.Eight Years That Has |
Been the Record This Coun. !
try Has Made. |
In a pamphlet on high schools int
this country, issued by the federal bu- |
rean of education, it is stated that tln-'
totel number of these schools in 1917
18 was 13951, The malling list ur]
the burean includes the names of

16300 high schowls, The number
of these schools has increased over|
452 per cent since 1800, This mean:

that one high school has heen estab

. -—
\‘"thd in this country each day in |
“calendar vear since 1840—a high |
school a day for 28 vears,
\ In 1890 GOS8 per cent of the high
schools were under publie control, but
in 1918 the public-controlled ligh
schools were 87 per cent of the whole
The average size of a city high
school is 653 students and of a rm:nlt
school 59 students,
In 1890 omly 312 persons in each
1,000 population were enrolled in pub
. < Ve high schools. In 1918 the corre
‘le(_mdluz number was 15.6, or almost
five times as great a proportion., Cali-
fornia lends In high-school education,
with 27 persons ont of each 1000 in
the population. Kansas Is a close see-
ond, with South Carolina at the bhot
tom of the list, with 5.3 persons.
The Yellow World,
It 18 easy to see why China's im-
perial color s yellow, writes a cor-
4 respondent from Yangste river, Her
rivers are yvellow, her long plains are
yellow—especiaily In a famine year
such as this, and as for her seas—the
doundaries of her world—so desert-
pollow Is their color that a string of
camels crossing (hem would look more
in keeping than a string of Junks.
And =0 one can understand why the
A very heart of the heart of China, the

¢

“w

-

A

——

Imperial city. should Hle like a shim-
mering lake of golden tiles within Ler
lotus-besieged walls  Even against the
evidence of my own eyes I canuot he-
lieve that the Great Wall is bullt of
solld ordinary stones laid one upon the
other., Rather it seems moulded ont
of the stuff of which the mountains
themselves were made, long ago when
the world was plastic and empty of
all . save possibilities, There never
was 8o sinuous a thing as the Great
Wall built by men, I think, so sinuons
and so aspiring.

Does Away With Long Climb

Something unusual has been nccom-
plished in the completion of the en-
trance to the Southwest museum, in
Los Angeles. The building is situ-
ated on a high hill and until recenily
It has been necessary for pedestrians
to make a long and laborious climb
up the hill to reach the main entrance.
Now, however, the climb has been ob-
viated by ai artistic as well #s prac-
tical (improvement. A tunnel, 224
feet long, was bored Into the hill and
ended in a large octagonal wa!tiog
room, on one side of which is a
twelve-passenger  electric  elevator
of the automatic type. The elevator
makes a climb of 108 feet, delivering
the passenger Into the main hall of
the museum,

Copper's Value as Alley.

The use of a small proportion of
copper in all fron and steel products
exposed to air and moisture is ad-
vised by D. M. Buck, metaliurgical en-
gineer of the American Sheet and Tin
Plate company. The use of 015 to
0.25 per cent. In normal open-hearth
« Bessemer steel greatly lessens cor-

wion, but heretofbre the use of cop-

r steel has been chilefly confined to

eet metal. It Is estimated thar the

of the sheet metal is at least

ed by the addition. Copper melts

about 700 degrees F. below the aver-

«ge tapping temperature of the steel,

and it diffuses readily through the

metal without tendency to sxeparate
out afterward.

Savages Give to Missions.

Two hundred boys from the Nega
il tribes of Assam went to she war
in nee, and all were baptized into

ristian church while in the

. Upon returning home every
me donated a wonth’'s pay to mission
vork as a thank offering fer their

-eservation.

Gem Theatre

The House of Good Pictures — Your Patronage is Appreciated

PROCRAM FOR WEEK BECINNING FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11

Friday—

“Selznick News

Ford Weekly

EUGENE OBRIEN
in “The Figurehead”
A Select Feature

N

A Splendid Educational and

Monday—

With all-star

‘UNDER NORTHERN LIGHTS'
A Special Feature of the Cana-
dian N. W, Mounted Police

rast

Also “Pathe News"”
News while it is new

Wednesday—

DRAGGING OUT OF MUD |

Therural districts and remote
from markets, educational and
social centers should take emer-
gency action on the roads. These
communities could well afford to
devote considerable time on the
roads during winter when field
work is not pressing. It is our
business as farmers and citizens
to go to town and get back to
the farm. We can afford to use
our teams and our own labor to,
help improve roads. '

No better way has yet been
found to maintain earth roads
than with the road drag. Earth|
roads drained, graded and drag-|
ged will soon become passable |
and finally suitable for easy and'
rapid travel for vehicles. With|
a meeting at the school house;
the neighbors may be interested
in the road; each agrees to drugI
a certain portion, In a short
time the community may be lift-]
ed out of the mud. 9

When one community begins
on the same road and on other
roads may be induced to dl'ag.;
A good road maintained by a|
community without high taxes
it the best reputation a neigh-|
borhood can get. This will do
more to encourage better schools
and bid higher for the citizens|
of other communities than any
other work the community can'
undertake.—Farm and Ranch. |

MARES WANTED |

o i

One or two gentle work mares |

4 to 8 years old. See or phone!

J. S. Hutson, 1tp|

We are indeed grateful to Mr.,

Joe Holmes, one of our best citi-

zens for three subscriptions to

the Mail, which he sends to two
brothers and one son.

All kinds of Garden and Flow-
er Seed at Bob Martin Grocery

HELEN GIBSON
in “The Golden States Bandits”

JUANITA HANSON in
“The Lost City”
BILLIE WEST

in “Happy Bride"

Our Pictures are All New and the Pick of the Market

Saturday—
WILLIAM S. HART
in “Man against Man”

RUTH ROLAND
in “Ruth of the Rockies”
Two-reel Comedy

“The Hero” and Ford Weekly

Tuesday—

WILL RODGERS in

“The Strange Boarder”
It’s a Goldwyn Feature

“Facts and Follies”
“My Kingdom for a Meal”

-

Thursday—
NEAL HART
in “Sky Fire”

A big Special Feature. Every
one knows Neal. See him in his
big special production
BILLIE FRANEY
in “The Landlady™

REAL ESTATE--INSURANCE

Farm Loans and Notary Work

Let us insure your property against loss by Fire
Cycelone and Hail.

Our facilities are the best

obtainable for farm and city property.

We insure Autos against loss by fire, theft and
cyclone at a nominal cost.

Cotton Insurance a Specialty

Merkel Zcaliy Co.

Merkel Realty Bldg., Front Street

W. O. BONEY

WALTER JACKSON

GUY E.LONGBOTHAM

MASSEUR

[ will be in your city Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays of each week

Beginning Monday Feb. 14

Will be glad to give my services to you

Located up stairs in the Boney & Jackson

Consultation Absolutely Free

Front Street

Building
1tpd

the Methodist church, pronounc-
ed the words on last Saturday
afternoon which made man and
wife Mr. J. A. Lewis Click and
Miss Mary Annie Ridenbach.
Both the contracting parties are
well known and popular young
people residing near Merkel, and
we join their host of friends
and admirers in extending to
them best wishes for a life of
happiness and usefulness,

Oh who went and told about
the Tea Party anyway., Some
Folks can never keep a secret,
row they are coming from every-
where. tf

The Editor and wife had the
pleasure recently of a drive with
Mr. and Mrs.» Lee Cox in their
splendid new Dodge car out
through the fine country south
of Merkel as far as Elm Creek,.
and we must say that there are
many fine farms throughout
that section of the country and
at every farm home we noticed
stacks and stacks of feed, and in
some fields we noticed consider-
able cotton.

Polly Ann and Molly Fan Kil-
dew sent word by Mariah Pot:
locks that they were a comin’
to that Tea Party. tf
Another shipment of East
I'Texas Ribbon Cane Syrup at A.
L.. Jobe's. 1t

H. D. Simpson returned last
week from a trip to the Rio
Grande valley, where he had
been with several citizens of this
community on a prospecting trip.
He came back enthused over
that country more than ever, and
hopes and expects to assist
many to become located in that
country, Mr, Simpson brought
back several samples of fine lem-
ons, oranges etc., which he says
grow there in abundance.

Jerusia Singletop, Flossie Hen-
step and Samantha Bicklebicket
will be some of the out of town
guests at the Tea Party. tf

The secret is out, people kept
on hinting until now it is gen-
erally known that the entertain-
ment of the season will take
place in the near future.

Men Who Repair Skeletons,

skelcton-assembler.  Art schools, medi-
cal colleges, and students of anatomy
require an accurately constructed skel-
eton to aid In their work.

All the boues must be properly as-
sorted and  carefully put together.
They are strung on fine wires. The
skeleton-assembler must also pick out
of the hundreds of odd bones that are
sent him the 200 or more bhones that
belong to the particular individoal be-
ing reconstructed. It I8 not aun easy
task, and the price of skeletons is
Justified by the amount of work re-
quired to construct them.—Popular
Science Monthly.

May Use South American Wood.

The Pennsylvania rallroad, owing
to the nuprecendented cost ol railroad
ties, has decided to Investigute the

Company. tf

k

PHONE 314

DIAMONDS AND PEARLS

Are valuable luxuries and they are al-
ways greatly appreciated —but they will
not be appreciated as much as—

Good Photographs of Your Loved Ones are Not Luxuries
they are Priceless Possessions

Sister.

See us today and have that sitting made

“PHOTOCRAPHS OF THE BETTER KIND"
~Prompt Kodak Finishing Service—

THE COZY STUDIO

JNO.C. REINHARD, MGR.

A 600D NATURAL PHOTO

of Mother or Father,jfand Brotherglor
And as time goes on they be-
come more valuable each day.

adaptability of the hard woods of
| Central and South America for this

purpose, it is annouhced. Normally
the Pennsylvanina system uses (rom
5,000,000 o 6000000 ties annually,

The average net cost has risen fally
100 per cent sinece the beginning of
the war. Furthermore, white oak,
which the company regards as the
most desirable wood for ties, s be-
coming scarcer, Therefore, the com-
pany has inquiries under way to de-
term'ne the comparative cheapness
and durability of southern hard woods
for railvoad tles,
The Useless Bell,

“The bell on your house has Leen
out of order for weeks, I should
think you would have it repaired.”

“What's the use? Nobody ever
rings it any more, Our friends just
it out in their cars and Lhonk thelr
auto horns until we come to the
door.”

U. M. Mc¢Neese, who has been
in the employe of the govern-
ment at Petrolia, came in recent-
ly for a visit to his parents here,

B. C. Gaither left first of the
week for Tuscola, where he will
spend some time with relatives

Rev. W. M. Murrell, pastor of |

At last it is the Juniors’ t
to write 'em, since the last Sen
ior has been reached. Hats off
to the Juniors so here goes,

It is not quite three weeks un-
til another final examination
period. The days, like your hair
are numbered. Each day con-
tains twelve golden working
hours, Any defiency that we
possess can be remedied in time
to escape irreparrable loss if we
start NOW,

On last Fridav afternoon Mer-
kel played Abilene for the cham-
pionship of Taylor county and
lost by a score of 30 to 11 much

others.

A spirit has been arroused a-
mong the classes in Girls basket
Ball. Freshmen were winners
over the “Sophs” by a score of
12 to 6, but in a game with the
Juniors lost by the score of 11 to
13. The
be played. y

Last Thursday evening, the
Seniors were entertained by the
Juniors at the home of Miss
Rosie Laney. Both Juniors and
Seniors were dressed in overalls

and aprons. Forty-two, “pig”,
and several other games were
played. tefreshments of hot

chocolate and cake were served.
Favors were minature purple,
paper overalls and gold paper
aprons.

Don’t be afraid to say “I don’t
know.” It's a sign that you
know what you do know.

Who Knows?

How often we hace chapel?

What Chicago means?

Why Coach Stevens
wear a hat.

How many times 1 can talk
without having to stay in?

doesn’s

me pick up papers off the floor
between periods. Mr. Ashby.

Ruth Hollaway was at
desk Thursday morning
the tardy bell rang.

Byers in Arvithmetic: “Is the
balance sheet supposed to bal-
ance?"”

Miss Smith instructing a class
in English called on Kennith,
“Kenneth,” she said “write on
the board, ‘Richard ecan ride the
mule if he wants to."” “Now”,
continued Miss Smith, when Ken
nith had finished writing, “can
you find a better form for that
sentence.”

“Yes ma'am, I think T ecan”,
was the prompt reply, “Richard

her
when

There are two kinds of skeleton- [ean ride the mule if the mule
menders—ihe bone surgeon and (he wants him to.”

Message from Mr. Sewell Har-
‘well to Miss Evelyn Hamm, dat-
ed Friday afternoon. My preci-
ous creampuff. Feeling much
better and leaving school. Sorry
forgot to write letter. Day pass-
ed too ouickly; was observing
Juniors,

Characteristis sayinegs of High
School Dignitaries: Mr. Miller
“They don’t do that way in the
University.” Miss Wharton—
“Are vour note books ready?”
Mr. Burgess—*“T want to make
another announcement.” Miss
Carlisle—*“You'll grant that will
you not?” Miss Deal—*1 have-
n't lost my demerit book this
time but I've lost my temper.”
Miss Smith—“Yon haven't studi
ed vour grammar lesson.”

Mr. Burgess: “Mabel what is
bank discount?”

Mabel Russell: “Don’t you
know, I told you that yesterday.”

Mondav morning the students
enjoved a good chapel. Mr. Mil-
ler, accompanied by Mr, Wood,
eave two appreciated violen se-
lections. The Rev. Lane made an
excellent talk that must cause
each pupil to think to resolve to
work, and to determine to be
worth while to the world.

Forget to lie and try to do
vour best.

Forget the grades on a month-
lv test. Forget to even have the
blues. Forget the duck who
wrote these rules.

CARD OF THANKS

‘ We take this method of ex-
tending our sincere thanks and
anpreciation of the favors and as
cistance extended us duving the
late illness and death of our be-
Joved husband and father. May
the richest of blessings rest up-
on each of you. Mrs, 1. C. Frier

and children, ;

to the sorrow of our boys and s

Seniors remain yet to/
p

WANTED—Some one to help. .-

s e
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We Have Received a Car Load of John
Deere Implements

Consisting of the Following=---

Disc Plows,

Disc Harrows,

Sulky Plows,

Single Row Cotton Planters, Double Row Cotton Planters

Single Row Cultivators,

Double Row Cultivators

When you are in the market for any of these Implements call and see us, as we have

them in stock ready for you.

Hardware in all lines is in good shape.

GROCERIES

at all times and

We carry a full stock of Groceries

¢ We also have Water Hose, Rakes, Garden Plows,
Sprinklers, and all such things as you may need for your garden.

€ Our stock of

¢ If in need of plowgear, such as Bridles,
Lines, Collars, Hames, Chains, in fact anything in the leather goods line call and see us.

prices are right

GROCERIES

Whether it be Hardware or Groceries, we will appreciate your trade

The Crown Hardware Company

8 o O RTI4TN TR T

TO THE MERKEL MAIL
There are as you know, two
bills before the presegnt legisla-
ture which are of particular con-
cern to thei division of our school
system, i. e.; the bill pertaining
to an appropriation to be made
for the continuance of Rural
State Aid and a bill providing
for the retirement of about $1,-
000,000 of the state bonds in
which the permanent school fund
is now invested, which money,
if the bill is passed, can be used
for the purchase of school bonds
offered for sale.

While all of the schools of the
county are not, at this time, par-
ticularly concerned in the sale
of bonds, all are deeply interest-
ed in the matter of the continu-
ance of State Aid, at least for a
time. An appeal has been made
by people of all of our rural com-
munities to our Senator and
Representative to this matter,
and further communnication is
being taken up relative to the
bill which will enable the pur-
chase of bonds. The following
is a part of a letter sent from
this office through the schools
to the Honorable John Russell
and the Honorable Ben L. Cox:

“While this is my first year of
service in the capacity of county
superintendent, I have already
learned enough to feel assurance
in sayving that the Rural State
Aid Law has meant more to the
rural schools of this county than
has any other law passed in re-
cent years. When the law first
began its operation, I think I
may sayv that not more than a
third of the schools of this coun-
ty were eligible for the aid. Im-
mediately, it became an incen-
tive for real improvement and
this good work has continued,
until this year of the forty-five
schools of the county, all are
classed as State Aid schools, ex-
cept two and these two hope to
be able to be so classified at an
early date. In this county this
year about three thousand child-

ren are having instruction and'

opportunities that thev could
not hope to have were there not

such a thing as State Aid. As
.
i "vj'**;“. ; ‘-.,- M S

"im;x)rt:mt as it is, 1 do not re-
gard the amount of money ap-
propriated to each district as the
chief consideration, The effort
'put forth by those districts in
qualifving for State Aid, the val-
uable and much needed equip-
ment placed in the various
schools, the splendid new build-
ings which have been erected to
state plans, and the increase in
maintainance taxes in most of
the districts are certainly strong
arguments for the continuance,
at least for a time, of this appro-
priation. In the November elect-
ion, as vou know, the school
Amendment, whereby a school
district may be allowed to vote
what is needed for its support,
was passed with a big majority
vote in this county, with the ru-
ral districts making a better
showing, on the whole, than the
cities. Since that time trustees
of four rural schools in the coun-
ty have consulted me in regard
to what they can do next year to
vote a tax that will, with the
State Aid help, enable them to
have three teachers instead of
two, relieving badly crowded con
ditions and to have seven months
term instead of a six months,
However it will be at least sev-
eral vears before such conditions
can be hoped for, in event our
most progressive common school
districts, that even a fairly good
school can be maintained with-
out some assistance from the
State Aid in addition to the reg-
ular scholastic apportionment.”
Mayv 1 not urge that many of
public-spivited ecitizens of
mr towns and cities add an ap-
neal to what has been said in be-
half of our rural schools? Sixty-
nine per cent of the children of
our state are trained in rural
and village schools. Can anyone
afford to disregard the interests
of such a per cent of our future
citizens? There are many men
and women in this country who
have much influence with our

the

law-makers and who will, T be- looked.) If this law were repeal- tain measures,

preference
small schools, because, otherwise
it would be almosti impossible
for these bonds to be disposed of,
the sale of school bonds is a mat-

},{i\'q‘s

ter of concern to us all. May |
not also hope that an appeal for
this bill, as mentioned, will be

included in the communication to|

our representatives?

I fear that the bill
passed by the Legislature, de-
ferring the publishing of delin-
quent tax lists and reducing the

penalty for non-payment to five

per cent, will result in the defer-
ring of the payment of taxes,
and the schools, accordingly, will
suffer greatly. Except for the
interest on the payment fund
and the four million dollar ap-
propriation, the state available

fund comes from the payment of |}

taxes. Many of the schools
have not collected their local tax-
es and have been dependine en-
tirely upon state funds, It should
be fully understood that further
delay in paying taxes will mean
delay in the state apportionment.
To date there have been five ap-
portionments paid by the state,
amounting to $£5.50 per capita.
This means that three million of

the four million dollars appropri- = |
will go into the available school |l

ated have been paid. Under our
present State administration the
state apportionments are the
most prompt our schools have
ever known, and if conditions
were at all normal, no inconveni-
ence would be felt at this time.
If th nresent Legislature does
rot take action for a general ap-
portion for the schools, thé ap-
novtionment per capita next year
will be reduced from fourteen
dollavs and a half to eleven and
a half or even less. But for the
text-hook tax, this reduction
would be te ecight and a half or
nine dollars. (If I may digress a
moment here I should like to

to bonds of

Our Measure is Full

On January 18 the State Inspector of Weights
and Measures was in Merkel and checked up our iy

recently |

Visible Filling Pump.

It showed that when you

bought Gasoline from us you received five ounc-
es over the amount you were paying for, or that
much more than enough to come up to the requirements of law.
We will leave the pump just as it is, and our customers will con-

tinue to receive the benefits of same.

; and courteous treatment is what you get here.

Give us your Next Order

€ Full measure, prompt

21t4

Woodrum Filling Station

(fund from the text-book fund.
Furthermore, the free text-book
amendment makes it constitu-
tional to vote funds for the
schools from the general funds
of the state. Without this a-
mendment neither the four mil-
lion dollar appropriation nor the
State Aid appropriation wiuld be
constitutional. Certainly, much
influence should be brought to

!

bear upon our representatives t.n:‘
the end that our per capita ap-|
portionment should, at least, not

be reduced.

The members of the Legisla-|

ture are our representatives;

We are headquarters

Gem.

- GEM CONFECTIONERY |

for,

fresh fruits, cigars, cigaretts and candies.

We also have secured the agency for the Acme Graph-
ofone and records and will have same on exhibit at the

ACENTS FOR ABILENE STEAM LAUNDRY

cold drinks, ice ecream,

NOTICE

I will have plenty of that good

call your attention to some phas- they will not go counter to wish-lold J. R. Watkins stuff such as
es of the free text-book law, not es, if they are convinced that \x‘eiToilet Artirles, peper, sage, nut

generally understood, or over-

really desire the passage of cer-
Let me urge a-

lieve, be glad to use this influ-'ed, there would be a loss of the gain that we do not delay, but

ence to help in this important fifteen cent tax leaving only the let them know AT ONCE our

matter, if it is only bfought to]twent,v cent maintenance tax to wishes in the matters.

their attention, While, as you

{pay teachers’ :
the State Department year nearly two million dollars . Ada D. Pearce, County Supt.

salaries. This

! Very truly yours,

)

megg, Spices, flavoring of all
kinds, cough syrup, laxitive sy-
rup, cold tablets, salve, cold
cream, Soap that will lather in
hard water, shaving soap, face
cream, shampoo, jelley, hair
tonic, all of this is guaranteed

‘ning to urge our farmer friends
that their future existance lay
safe in the product of the little
brown hen, the bottom fell out, '
of the price on eggs. oY

case of getting back to nond?

ito be pure, See me at the M.
kel Garage each afternoon o
'call at my house at the South end

of Rose street. N. A. Dowell.
About the time we were begin-

i

Bl

y y

v

~
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NOTHING BUT |

WARE

,TO CLIMB MOUNT EVEHEST TOLSTOY IRKED BY IDLENESS

-

by the announcement that the.Royal
| Geographleal soeciety contemplates fit
ting out an expedition to attempt the
ascent of Mount Everest, in the
Himalayas. For not only is this the
highest mountain on the globe: but it
is also the world's mystery mountain,
Although It wis discovered 70 yeurs |
| ago, no European has yet succeeded
in zetting anywhere nearer than about

Hardware

is our business, and it's our
business to have and get what the Mer-
kel and Merkel trade territory want in

HARDWARE

Just Received---

Shipments of Galvanized Roofing, Fence
genuine
Singletrees, Clev-
We carry a complete line of
: Shelf and Builders’ Hardware.

Wire,
Sweeps,
ices, Etc.

Poultry
Doubletrees,

Wire,

Mr. Bill

We want to please vou in both |

Try us if it’s

Quality and Price.

Hardware you want

Liberty Hardware Go.

Third door west of Postoffice

NUBIA SPEAKINGS
Brusing over ! of
the community quite rapidly we
find the week ending quite rec-
ommendable for the Dotting re-

'p()rt .

We wish to correct an error
f last weeks issue, that of Mr.
,ouis Butman’'s departure. He
{id not go to Breckenridge ow-
ing to business jrelations that
1etained him.

Mr. Jack Dunlap and family
of Vernon are here visiting rel-
atives it is understood, from in
formation given the writer that
Mr. Dunlap expects to locate
here, temporarily perhaps.

Services were attended by a|
large majority over some of the

previous sermons, and programs
Sunday.

gret that the pastor of the Bap-
tist church was detained from

A report can always
be made quite favorable for the|
community attendance.

We re-|

his post here this Sunday. Nevey

theless the appointees sent to,

"\"

his vacancy delivered some
interesting sermons.
Two unknown parties
West Brook,
of a particular friend of theirs!
They located the cupboard of a

small lunch, and left a note stat-|
were thankful to the|

ing they
owner for so much as they took
also stating they
three years ago.
wishes to say they
than welcome.

Miss Lola Blackburn intertain

The

were

owner
more

ed at her home Sunday, Miss
Bessie Brooks, nina Reynolds |
and little Agnes Dunlap later

joined by the latter’s sister Opal.s
Cargill and family |

o >
spent Sunday afternoon with his |

Mr J. L.

son and daughter-in-law.

The coming event strikes the|$2.00. W. A, Hellum.
a longing hunger

writer with
that awaits the all-day dinner,

that is to be spread for one .md'M Sharp’s

'a-half hours Saturday before the

from |ginning Thursday night before
entered the house|the first Sunday in April.

were pals of |

ed

first Sunday. To be exact, Sat-
urday, February 26. There
will be a three-day service be-

All
are invited, no one slighted.
Don’t forget a big basket, well
packed with chicken, and other
aceessories, including an open
ear to the speakers.

The Nubiaites have .'u':'angvdl
a program for the Third Sun-|
day of this month, to be deliver-|
at Mt. Pleasant. Look out
Mt. Pleasant you are going to|
hear something, (B.Y.P.U.) that !
is if vou will say yourself,

|
S L SR ST |
Jersey Male {
{
wagon yard a
for service, at
4t4p

I have at my
fine Jersey Male,

at G.
tf

Corn and Corn Chops,

the public in general,

OPENING NEW GARAGE

/ I am glad to announce to my friends, old customers and
that 1 have opened in the Geo.

' Brown building on Kent street a

\ Garage and General Auto

and have for your inspection the New Universal Oil and
Fuel Saver, which gives you More Power, More
Mileage and Less Noise. We also Vulecanize Tubes ~
and will appreciate a share of your business in our re-
spective lines,

EUGENE NIX

Repair Shop

Merkel, Texas

you were, you weren't a liar.' *

British Royal Geogrlphlcal Society |
Sald to Be Contemplating Am-
bitious Expedition,

Enormous Interest has been aroused

fifty miles to it,
on its slopes,

This Is because it so happens that It
Is situated partly in Nepal and partly
in Tibet, and the governments of both
these countries object to the presence
of European explorers,

Besides this the Nepal base of the
glant mountain Is In any case prac-
tically unapproachahle, owing to the
dense jungle growth, extending for a
width of 60 or 70 miles all round, and
into whose depths no white man may
venture and live,

The proposal now is to attempt the
ascent from the Tibetan side. This is
doubtless possible, but whether the
summit can be reached or not Is an-
other matter,

Most experts say not, and point to
the fact that the duke of Abruzzi's
attempt to scale Mount Godwin-Aus-
tin, Everest's mighty neighbor, and
the second highest peak in the world
resulted in failure

He ascended as far 24,600 feet,
was then obliged to turn back,
to the difticulty of breathing, due to
the extreme rarefaction of the air,
Mount Everest Is more than 20,000
feet high,

much less setting foot

but
owling

ANCIENT HARPS OF IRELAND

Two Instruments, Each Having a Dis-
tinct Purpose, Were in Use in
Olden Times.

The ancient Irish harp was of two
kinds—a smail instrument used chiefly
for religious purposes, first by the old
Druids in their rites, and later by the
Christian and abbots, The
other harp was large, and was used |
in public assemblies and in battles (

hl\'hu[m

1Lotur Wrmon by Russian Philos
opher Condemns Life Led by
Indolent Men of Means.

The Vossische
following letter by
1881 the

Zeitung prints the
Tolstoy, written in

with remark that it has nes

er before been published except in
Russian, and that its value lies infthe
fact that as early as 1884 Tolstoy had

| about made up his mind to do what |

! he did in 1910—leave home and live |
the life of a peasant. The letter reads
in part

\ “I am living in the country, involun
tarily according to a new method, 1

go to bed early, gert up early, write
very little but work a great deal, elth-
er making boots or mowing hay. I see
with joy (or possibly it only seems
to me like joy) that there Is some-
thing up in my family. They do not
condemn me; as a matter of fact, they
seem ashamed of themselves,

“What miserable creatures we are
and how we have all gone astray.
There are a great many of us here,
my own children and the children of
Kusminsky, and nobody does a thing
but zulp down food. They are all big
and strong, yet they do nothing. Peo-
ple in the village are at work., My
children eat and make thelr eclothes
and thelr rooms dirty and that is all.
Everyihing is done for them by some-
body yet they do nothing for
anybody And worst of all, they seem
to feel that it is as it should be. But
I have had my own part in building
up such a system, and 1 ean never for-

Q"\N.

get it I feel that for them 1 am a
troublie-fete But it is clear that they
are beginning to see that this cannot

g0 on this way forever.,”

HAD NO CAUSE FOR WORRY

Under the Corcumsnncu Wash White
Could Afford to Live Life of
Elegant Leisure.

Nenator Groonn  of Dakota was
analyzing n political opponent at a
Dakota luncheon,

“The man is bad through and
through,” he said “He's actually so
bad that he mistakes badness for

goodness—is proud of himself, In
short

“By Jove, he makes me think of
Uncle Washington White, As Uncle

Wash loafed in front of the poolroom
one morning the preacher's
stopped and said:

The bagpipes were imgroduced into
Ireland from Caledonia They had
the same use in the Irish armies they
now have in the Highland regiments
Jut the Irish made, in the conrse of |
time, an improvement, using hellows |
to fill the chanter instead of thel
mouth, and continued huaproving "w!

instrument unt® the union-pipes of to-

day are the resalt

As to early Irish harpers and thetr |
music there i< little known, but at
Queen Elizabeth's court, Irish tunes
were popular., Of late huge books of
ancient Irish melodies have bheen col-
lected and arranged. Petrie has at-
tracted attention to this field by his
thorough investigation of Irish folk
musie

India Ink Really Chinese Ink.
The intensely binck Inks have varl.
ous sorts of finely divided carbon as |
their pigment, and the vehicle in most |
Instances Is some type of oll or var-[

|
|
{
|
|

nish, India Ink is the name often ap- |
plied to what Is in reality Chinese |
ink. The best of this varilety comes |
from the Anhul province and iIs made |
from the lamp binck produced -\Iwn(
wood oll Is slowly burned in one earth. |
enware vessel and the soot or lamp
black produced is ecollected on the |
sides of a second jar placed above the
first., A pasie is made with varnish
and pork fat and rthis is then mixed
with gloe Some Ink is made fram
the soot of sesame or rﬂlnwv.w] oil,
hnt in any case the paste Is pressed
into wolds. There ure, of course,
gany zrades of this ok, the lower

! being made from the coarser soot and |

lue, In 1918 the Chinese
127,000 pounds of this ink
American Monthly,

exnported
|
Scientitie I

Literature of the Czechs.
Czechic literatnre has voluminous
and Impressive accomplishments to
show. Take, for example, Bohemia's

three great writers of the nineteenth
century, Dobrovsky, Jungmann and
Palacky. Jungmann compiled a aie-

tionary of the Czech langusge in five
volumes, Palacky wrote a work of 20,-
000 pages on Czechie history, and DNob.
roveky wrote u grammar of (‘zechic,
The most indefatigable writer, how-
ever, was Jaroslay Vrechlicky, +le
transiated Dante's “Divine Comedy”
Ariosto’'s “Orlando Furioso,” Calderon,
“Fanst.,” Walt Whitman, as well as
works from French, Hebrew, Yiddish
and Chinese. No one knows how le
found the time to do it, Among ine
leading Czech writers of the present,
Frana Sramek, Toman Kodicek, rthe
Capek brothers and Theer rank high.
—New York Evening Post,

Before and After.

“Before and after pictures” said
an opera singer at a Philadeliphia mu-
sical, “afford some very striking con
trasts. This is especlally true of be
fore and after plctures of marriage.

“A man sat with pipe and book and
an $18 bottlie of hooch before the redl
ator ome night while his wife turned a
three-year-old dress.

“The man laid down his book and
tossed off his fifth drink of hooch,
His wife looked up at him calmly, and
said:

“‘George, when you proposed to me
you sald you were not worthy to urde
the latchets of wmy shoes.'

“George stared at her in amazement.

“‘Well, what of it? he snarled.

“'Nothing,' she answered: ‘oniy 1
will say for you that whatever @4ee

‘Washington, why don't
to work?
“Old Wash White, as he puffed

answered :
a wife an' chil-

serenely on his corncob,
‘‘Bekase Ah got
dren toe suppo't
“‘But,” the preacher's
tiently Illu-l‘r\”n!o-d
by loafing here In front of this
poolroom.’

wifle

them

“‘Excuse me, Miss' Fo'thly,” said
Wash, with diguity. ‘Lemme finish
mah rewmark. Wot Abh means toe say
is that Ah's got a wife an' chillun toe

suppo’t e "—Detroit Free Press,

GUESS Wiu:

We've been slipping around im
| your town for several weeks taking
stock on Who’s Who in the grecery
business,

There's one store here that’s cers
tainly a top-notcher.
L IR

Wonder if you good folks know
what a real, live, up-and-coming
merchant you have here. Never
saw one in a big city that can beat
him.

L IR

He has a well selected stock of
high class goods in his store. Prac-
tically everything a progressive
community could want.

* ¥ %

For these reasons and for others,
we have sclected him as a member
of “The Merchant of the Gold
Plume.”

* % »

He will be the exclusive merchant
in your town selling this best of al)
coffee—Gold Plume.

LA

. Gold Plume Coffee, is a high
grade, specially blended, steel-cut
coffee. It is toasted—not roasted
—which insures a rich, mellow flave
or and uniform strength.

We'll make this offer—
L
To woman sendin
name :tn{ln Grocer My

GOLD PLUME,
nouncement appears in your |
per, we will give 1 pound of
ume Coffee Go

merchant and he will give
coffee as soon as we can ohlp it to

us the
we have select-

v e

W

impa- |
‘you camn’t support

PROFE SlONAL

R e e o
DR. GAMBILL
—D-e-n-t-ji-g-t—

Office Hours 8—12 a.m.;1-—5 pm

Over Woodroof-Bragg Co.
Office Phone 116

DR. MILLER

‘Over Woodroof-Bragg Company

' Physician and Surgeon

Eyes Tested and Glasses
General Practice

G. W. JOENSON

Insurance—Notary Publie

Over Woodroof—Bragg’s Store.
Merkel —:— Texas

W. W. WHEELER

Reail Estate, Fire, Accident and
Tornado Insurance Agent.

Notary Public. )
Office over Crown Hardware Co.
Merkel —:— Texas

W. P. MAHAFFEY
Attorney at Law

Merkel and Abilene, Texas
Merkel Office in rear Farmers
State Bank. 22Sept17

CITY TAILOR SHOP

Ladies and Gents Work.
All Work Guaranteed
Will call for and deliver work.

Phone 189 Front Street

DR. R. I. GRIMES
Physician and Surgeon
Hours 10 to 12 am 2 to 5 p.m.
Phones 105-163 Res. 165

DR. S W, JOHNSON.

wife |

|

' Funeral designs

Surgeon Dentist

you go Office over Farmers State Bank

Office Phone 306

DR. CHAS. F. WILLIAMS
.Chronic Diseases a Specialty.
General Practice
Office Phone 280, 105 Res. 270

E. D. COATS
Real Estate, Oil Stock, And
Notary Public
nresent Pocahuntas Lease and
Royalty Co. of Dallas
'Office Front St. over Geo Weat.
Building

CISCO FLORAL COMPANY
Clsco, Texas
Blooming Plants, Ferns, Bed-
ding and Vegetable plants.
Nursery Stock, Spring bulbs
Send for Price list
always open

CITY BARBER SHOP

On Front Street
A Clean, Sanitary Shop
First Class Service
Clark and Baird Proprs.

combination of sulphur and other
healing agents for the relief and
cure of diseases of the skin. It
is especially effective
ITCHING VARIETIES;

curing the disease completely.
Litteil's Liquld Sulphur
pound is used in all cases of Ec-

zema, Tetter, Barber's M Pso-
rlasis, Herpes, Rash, Oak and
lvy Poisoning, also for rel




GREAT SALE!
BANKRUPT STOCK

High-Grade Merchandise, consisting of Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s
Ready-to-Wear, Dress Goods, Silks, Shoes, Hats, etc., all of the best of

.
oy

makes, offered to the public at

‘A Fraction of Original Cost

This is your biggest and best opportunity to secure your wants for some time to come.

You know

the quality of goods handled by this store, formerly known as the E. Seigel and Economy Store,
which was s0ld to the highest bidder by the Federal Court at public sale.

a k3 L] /"' .,'.
We Are Going to Sell This Stock of High-grade e
Merchandise to the Public for 30 Days i
Come expecting and you will get the biggest bargains that have ever been offered you in Merkel.
Your Quarters will now buy what vour Dollars formerly did. Read below some of the bargains.
Space does'not permit us mentioning more.
Mens fine suits, Schloss Bros. and ! Best grade J. & P. Coats thread 10c $10.00 and 15.00 Mens finest quali-
other highest grade makes, all wool. | quality for per spool oc ty crepe and silk shirts
These suits sold up to $85.00 £ Jankrupt sale price &4 98
Vout choice $1998 | $2.50 & 3.00 best grade union-made
i overalls, Bankrupt Sale price. . 98¢ 35¢c to H0c besc grade gingham
$20 and 22. 30 Edwin Clapp, highest _ Bankrupt sale price, per yd. 16¢
grade mens shoes, in all desirable styles 25¢c grade work sox, Bankrupt sale
g0 at this sale at choice . $9.98 price _ 10c Best grade blue shirts, that formerly
sold up to 3.00, bankrupt sale 98¢
$15 and 16.00 W. L. Douglas fine 35¢ Best grade bleached domestic, such All sizes, up to size 20
dress shoes in a large assortment of qualities as Hope, good as gold
1 ks ’ Bankrupt sale price, per yd. 15c¢ Up to $18 Stetson hats, Bandrupt
styles, your choice $7.49 P g sale, take your choice  $7.98
$25 Combination Stetson lace boot, a A big line it blankets and comforts at R ,
M IR e $10.49 Vi Puin Phdins $15.00 large and small brim fur hats
A : Bankrupt sale price. $6.98
-l : : $12.50 Ladies all-silk lin d ; . |
Ladies finest quality shoes, high and $ ”’N: “}dl 5d Q'S{ poplin aresses $8.00 and 8.50 Mens best grade woik -
low heels. including a very nice line of ' s “"‘C‘i aln corconi 4.98 shoes, goodyear welts =~ $3.98 |
low shoes and pumps Bankrupt sale price $4.
$7.50 kind for 5. . $3.98 U . , One lot fine all-wool ladies sweaters, &
$9.00 kind for._____ ____ ...$4.98 Ladies F”}e sdk.Dresses---Our gnare values up to $15, your choice $3.98
R e R P SO 5.08 stock of Tricotine, Serge, Georgette,
One lot of shoes and pumps, up to Tatfetas, Messeline, etc., dresses that $2.00 to 3.00 fine gzorgette and crepe =
$10 kind, for..._...... -wee-- .98 sold up to $65.00, for your choice de chine 4()-in. wide, in all colors
Bankrupt sale price $10.98 c : ‘
LADIES HATS — Every hat in the anC:)l:rI?e ::1‘ Pf;d ot wour oick s S S'a—l:prlce, yard... i
house, prices were up to $26. Come in £ pe- 7 P ~ ; 4 ,
| Ay : $1.50 quality mens ribbed shirt and
take your choice of any ladies hat in
25c Huck towels, large size,each 12¢ drawers, Bankrupt sale price ~_ 69¢

the house tor $1.08

DON T BE MISLEAD LOOK FOR THE RIGHT PLACE, FORMERLY THE

ECONOMY STORE |

Beasley Building, Merkel, Texas

Two doors ahove Post Office




