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At Ranjrer on Monday and 
Tuesday of this week the an­
nual meeting of the West Texas 
Chamber of Commerce was held 
with some 2.0(>0 delegates from 
various towns over the entire 
west present. Besides a glowing 
«p o r t  o f the splendid achieve­
ments o f the organization during 
the past year, a most instnict- 
ive and interesting program was 
enjoyed. And right here we 
might say, as we are sure many 
of our «aders will be intei-ested 
to learn that Miss Perry, foiTuer 
Music teacher in the Merkel 
High school, had a place on the 
program; rendering some excel­
lent selections on the piano. The 
city o f Ranger was indeed equal 
to the occasion, leaving nothing 
untumed to see that each and 
every guest was properly cared 
for and enioyed a good time.

Hon. Clifford B. Jones, a bank 
•»r o f Spurr, was chosen as presi- 
.- ‘ut of the organization for the 
next year, and after a snirited 
contest with Sweetwater. Brown 
wood and Cisco. Ph'nview won 
the next meeting of the oi-gani- 
zation. Plainview is a very fine 
west Texas city and will no 
doubt royally entertain all who 

, attend.
.. At the meeting at Ranger the 
Nierkel Chamber o f Commerce 
sent as delegates Messrs L. R. 
Thompson, J. C. Mason and the 
writer, all o f whom i-eport a 
most excellent time.

METHODIST WOMANS
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

On Wednesday afternoon the 
members of the Thujiday Club 
with a few friends wei*e delight­
fully entertained by Me.sdames
R. 1. and T. L. Crimes at the 
latter’s home.

Three tables were arranged 
for progi-essive “ 42” and several 
lively games were enjoyed.

The feature of the aftemoon 
as a veiy unusual cake contest 
in which Mrs. L. A. Arrington 
proved most efficient and was 
rewarded with a vei-y useful lit­
tle pyrex dish.

A delicious refre.shment of 
hot coffee and apple pie with 
whipped cream w'as served.

Those enjoying this happy oc­
casion were: Visitors, Mesdames
S. J. Jone.s, Ceo. Ibmghton, Will
Brown. Club meml)ers: Mes­
dames Caither, Howard, Arring­
ton, Lassiter, Fei’rier. W. J. Lar- 
gent. Winter, McFarland, Heni-y 
West, Leevy. Miller, James West 
Hanc(K*k, Scott and the hostess.

U L U  u n s

'MERCHANTS CLOSE 
i AT SIX O'CLOCK
I

We the undersigned business 
firms agree, as is customary 
each yeai', to close our place of 
business at 6 p. m., except Satur­
days, beginning Monday, Febru- 
aiy 14 and ending September 1. 
This notice to be run in the Mer­
kel Mail for two or three issues.

Liberty Hdw. Co., Barraw 
Fui-niture Co., The Star Store, 
J. T. Dennis, W’oodroof-Bragg 
Co., G. M. Shai*p, Bradshaw & 
Sublett, Patterson Bros., Bridge 
Sf, By I'd, Freedman & Mellyer, 

-West Co., W. W. M’ood Grocery, 
CiXiWTi Hdw. Co., Winter & Walk­
er, F]. L. A.sh, J. B. Bell & Son, 
J. T. Dar.sey & Co., Rose & Stev­
enson, Merkel Diy Goods Co., J. 
M. Diy, E. L. Wilson, V. C. Sub­
lett,, Boh Martin Gi*ocery Co., 
and The Brown Dry Goods Co.

J. 0.

fiUPT STOCK HERE
Kl.VfJS DAUGHTERS 

MEETINC;

DIES AT EL PASO
J. D. Gaither, eldest son of B. C. 
Gaither o f this city, died at his 
home in El Paso on last Friday, 
February 4th, and was laid to 
rest in the Elks Cemetery o f 
that city the following day.

Deceased was forty years old, 
was reared in Taylor county, a 
great deal o f which time was 
spent in Merkel, tend had a host 
of friends here Md elsewhere, 
who were made sbd by the tak­
ing away of this splendid citi­
zen.

A wife and six children, be­
sides a father, several brothers 
and sisters are left to mourn his 
death.

The Merkel Mail joins the host 
of friends in extending to the 
bereaved family and other rel­
atives, deepest sympathy during 
this their sad hour.

EPWORTH LEAGUE 
PROGRAM

ROSE-CHADWICK

On Wednesday evening, Feb­
ruary 9, Rev. C. C. Dooley, pas­
tor of the Pre.sbyterian church, 
in his usual appropriate manner, 
pronounced the words which 
bound in Holy W ^lock, Mr. Clif­
ford Rose and/Mi.4^ Bertha Chad 
wick; the happy W ent taking 
place at the home of the groom’s 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. 
Rose.

The bride is a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. G. W. Chadwick, and 
is a young lady o f most excellent 
qualities, who numbers her 
friends by her acquaintanres. 
And the groom is the eldest son 
of Mr, and M « . H. M. Rose, is 
mose industrious, honest, and 
makes friends of all with whom 
he becomes acquainted.

We are glad to learn that the 
happy couple will continue to 
make Merkel their home, and 
join a host o f friends in extend­
ing congratulations and best 
wishes.

OF DISTRICT NO. 3

4
J

y  The Womans Mi.ssionai'y S<km- 
" ety met in business session on 

last Mondav aftejmoon. The 
»/trident conducted the meeting 
and after reading the 19 P.salni 
a scripture lesson prayer wa.s of­
fered by Mrs. Smith. The min­
utes were read and approved, a 
report was called for from the 
different officers and each gave 
a splendid report. The local 
treasurer reported almost $91,'K1 
had been turned in on the little 
apron entertainment with p'-os- 
pects o f more to come. The dis­
trict ti*easurer reported a gene)- 
ous na^'ment on dne.-̂  and a large 
per cent on pledget’. Si.ster Lane 
wife o f our presiding elder, was 
with us at this meeting and gave 
js an appreciated talk on wavs 
and mpAns of raising money for 
the Society, We enjoved and 
preeiated her suggestions and in 
all rsmbability will try he»- sug- 
ge.st'on.

The Soei*»ty was also info'-med 
the educational rallv to be 

held at this cbnrrh on Friday. 
Febmary 18 and voted to enter­
tain the delegates and visitors 
with a luncheon in picnic stvle.

The Society was dismissed by 
a prayer by Mi*s. Mun-ell.

Reporter.
k

B. Y. P. V. PROGRAM

1. Subject “The Shenherd P.salm
2. Leader N. Hancock.

“ Introduction— By leader.  ̂
4. David’s Shepherd— Ruth Bo- 
-lon. 5. David’s faith in his shep 
pitl— Beitha Deal. G. Piano Solo 
illian Craig. 7. David’s Shep- 
erd pi-ovides for his sheep— by 
ula Mae Boaz. 8. Song by B.Y.- 

* 9. David’s Shepherd pi-o-
.ts his sheep— Lois Walker, 

!0. Lesson story— Mrs. Walter 
Jackson. 11. Clo.sing Talk Ii-a L. 
PaiT B ck .

INCOME TAX MAN COMINtJ

t ^iinounremcnt i»- made that 
^ m next Saturday, February 12. 

\ representative of the Internal 
leveniie Department will be at 
he Farmers and Mcirhants 
’•tional Bank of thî  city, to 

nfip aM who need assis<anrr in 
TU.kir.g their income tax report-'.

The Imnkriipt .stock of dry 
•mods foi-merly known as the 
Economy Store, has Leen pur- 
cha.sed by Messrs Freedman, 

[Millinger and Company, o f Ken­
nedy, Texas, which firm has 

.taken charge o f the stock and 
'are this w-eek advertising same 
for sale to the public.

! The new- buyers are reported 
I to be experienced dry goods deal­
ers with ample capital for con- 

' ducting same; the fii-st gentle­
man mentioned being one of the 
largest dry goods dealers in 
south Texas.

BAPTIST ANNOUNCEMEN’TS

All the i-egular .services Sun­
day with a place for you. Our 
congregations a»-«* growing all 
the time. .At the morning sei-v- 
ices we have to jilace chairs in 
the aisles and in every nook and 
comer but w-e will make room 
for you if our members have to 
liecome a “ standing committee.” 
That is if they have to .st.and up 
vou will find a seat if you come. 
We are hoping now to be in our 
ne-.v building Lv April TuU in 
the mean time wo want those in . 
terested to come on to all the 
senices and we will make ai- 
rangements to care for you as 
comfortably as )X)s.siblc.

Our Sunday school is entering 
a new contest with a number of 
new Sunday Schools over the 
State competing with us. I/Ot 
every member of the Sunday 
STcho<'l hell) to niake our grades 
better. Kemember if your clas.s 
hius tventy me’ulx'i-i-. in it the 
grade is lo%vci-.»d G for f»very al)- 
.sentee. If y*)U sta.y out a day 
you hinder the grade o f vour 
class, your department and the 
whole sc‘hool.

I Sunday school at 10 a.m.
' Preaching by the pastor at 11 
a.m. and 7 :.S0 p.m.

B. V. P. U. and Junior Union 
meet at 5 p.m.

Training cla.sses Monday at 7- 
30 p.m.

Ladies social meeting at the 
home of Mi-s. Genend Jone.s Tues 
day at 2:30 p.m.

Prayei-meeting Wedne.sday at 
7:30 p.m.

O 'v  nrayerme'-ting attendance 
was better last Wednesday night 
with 13 men present. \N’e ran 
end should improve on that. Let 
the men come to prayermeeting. 
Ira L. Parrack, pastor

Mr, Farmer— Remember, ac­
cording to facts and figures re­
cently tabulated, there will be 
carried over from the 1920 crop 
o f cotton a sui-plus of 12.000,000 
bales of American cotton. Then, 
w ould it not be wise to only plant 
a small aci-eage in cotton, A big 
crop would »-uin the entire south 
and demoralize the whole nation.

One of the most interesting 
meetings o f the Kings Daugh­
ters class was held on Tue.sday 
nfteriuMin of this week with Mrs. 
Murrell as ho.stess and Mi's. Pat 
Jones assistant.

Because St. Valentine Dav 
was so near at hand a vah'ntine 
program was cai-ried out. The 
guests favors were tiny red 
heaits liearing the in.scription. 
“ Kings Daughter.s, February 8. 
1921.” These hearts were .sus- 
!>ended on white riblxin and a.s. 
eexh guest entered the door they 
were presented with these fav­
ors. The weather being so won­
derfully delightful on this after­
noon almost the entire cla.ss 
membership av.niled themselves 
of the opportunity to enjoy the 
hospitality o f these gracious 
Hostess. We also enjoyinl hav­
ing a munber of visitors \rith us 
At thr^e o ’cloc-k the president 
o{x*ned the meeting by the cías.' 
singing a song in chorus follow­
ed by a ilcripture lesson and 
prayer. Roll call was answeied 
by scripture vei*ses after which 
the minutes of the previous 
meeting was read and adopted. 
The secretai-y and ti*easurer’s of­
fice being vacant on account of 
Mrs. Henson having niov»»i1 from 
town. Ml'S. liCe Cox v.-ts el̂ •(•tcd 
to fill the ollice.

7'he “ \»»ivs and means” coni- 
mittee had niannod .some work 
fo” the class. The.se plans wen» 
related and di.scussed and in the 
\ery near future you may V  
able to witness the culmination 
of the.HT jdans in the fomi of 
an “ old fashioned Tea Partv” . 
Watch for the locals oon»e:-nin'r 
this “Tea Party” in the Merkel 
Mail. After business, the .«ocial 
hour w.'us conducted by the pro­
gram committee. Big reit hearts 
were passed and on the.sr each 
"•nest wrote a valentine of four 
lines, the first line ending in the 
word valentine and the other 
lines to rhyme with »’nientine. 
Many and varied were the vn-ses 
but the prize fell to Mrs. Char- 
lev Russell and to Mrs. .lohn.son 
fell the booby. Another contest 
of broken-hearts was also mncli 
^^ioved Mi.sses Drv and Dur­
ham gave us .some splendid read- 
jngg. Mi.ss D'w gave a cutting 
from “ Aunt Minei-va and Wil- 
li'»m Gre<*DhiII and Miss Durham 
“ Ebo negro dialect.”  These read­
ings »’.’eve nrrentlv enioved and 
«•■o heno the »-oun«- If»die.s will 
q’nd it convenient to favor us ;».- 
'?air : '»on.

The hostess .served delicious 
refre.shments consisting of Jello 
and whinned cream topp«»d with 
cherry. Nahiscos and cake. On 
each plate was found a walnut 
and said to contain “ your for­
tune in a fiutahell” , these prov­
ed vei-y amusing when oi>ened.

.Mrs. Bob Martin will be hoate« 
»t the next meeting with Mi-s. 
Will Smith a.s.si«»tnnt. Reporter.

I.eader— Miss Middleton.
Subject— “The Kingdom come 
in our homes.”
Song. Prayer, Song, 
liOrd’.H Pi-aver in concert.
Voral Solo— M’. W. Wood. 
Scripture lesson— Mathew 6:7- 
15 verse.

introduction remarks by lead­
er. “ When the Kingdom has 
come into our homes.”  Bai-ney 
CH.sey.

Open discii.ssion— “ It is po.ssi- 
"lile for the kingdom to come in 
our homes in the fullest .sense 
while as yet it is .so far from 
ruling in the community much 
les.H in the world.”

De.srribe a Christian home—  
I^rena Dry.

The foundation of the horn«- 
into which the kingdom comes 
MaiTiages in christ— Rev. W, M. 
Muri*ell. Business and League 
Benediction.

BUYS BUSY BEE CAFE

NIRS.G.W.RARREL 
NAS PASSED AWAY

Mrs. Nellie Hyne.s, late of 
Lousiana. la.st week purchased 
the Busy Bee Cafe fi-om Messrs 
Latham Brothers & Sandei*s. and 
will continue the bu.sine.ss as 
heretofore.

.Mr.s. Hynes is exjiericnced in 
the restaurant busjne.ss, and an­
nounces that she will conduct a 
fii-st-cla.vs place, ami will no 
doubt enjoy her share o f the bu.s- 
inc.--;; in this line.'

CAR TUH.NED OVER

Sheriff John Bond’s automo­
bile, occupied by Herman Boml, 
Miss Lena Bond and Deputy 
Sheriff, Jim Rowe, tui-ned com­
pletely over at the Rainey creek 
bridge on the Elmdale road late 
Tuesday afternoon, after collis­
ion with another automobile. De­
fective bi-eaks were the cause of 
the accident. None o f the three 
was badly im'ui*cd. escaping with 
a few bi-uises.— Abilene Report­
er.

THE OI.D SHOE SHOP

After an illness lasting a year. 
I Mrs, Sallie Lynch Harrell passed 
away on Thui*sday evening at 7 

'o ’clock. Deceased had i-eached 
the age of 62 years, 10 months 
and 5 days. She lived 40 years 
in God’s sei-N’ice, She fii-st join­
ed the Methodi.st church and 
after 29 years she withdiTw 
from the Methodist church and 
joined the Na.sarine chui*cb 
which she livt*d faithful to until 
God’s angel carried her home 
where there is no more suffering 
and pain. She was a splendid 
character and was loved and es­
teemed by all who had foi-med 
her acipmintance, and besides an 
aged companion, leaves three 
sons and one daughter-in-law, 
and two grand children, all of 
whom were at her l>ed-side. 
There was a sister and bi-othev 
that could not lie there. The 

‘ sister and brother that were 
here wore Mi’s. Henry Melton of 
Haskell: .Mi*s. Will Thompson, of 
Snyder, Mr. Charlie Swann, of 
Colorado: Mr, Jim Swann, of El­
dorado. Funeral sei'vices were 
conducted at the Ro.se Hill cem- 
etei-y by Bro, Hendrix. We join 
a ho.st of friends in extending 
deepest sympathy to the bereav­
ed. -A Friend.

On Wednesday, February 9, 
Trent and Merkel gfirls closed in 
the champion game of basket 
ball. Once again we are greatly 
pleased to announce that the 
Merkel team won. and they not 
only won this game but they are 
undefeated. Not one tin\̂  this 
year can it be said that the home 
girls have lost a game.

I We feel that they desei’ve all 
the praise and credit that words 
can express for their good play­
ing during the first half o f the 

• game not one foul was called a- 
gain.st Merkel; this showed that 
they had been trained to play 
real ball.

Ti’ent forwards seemed unable 
to cope with the two strong Mer- 

jkel guards. Wben the ball had 
safely oome through certer the v 
forwards ’  lost no time in land­
ing a goal for Merkel, and Alma 
Barbee put Merkel’s score ahead 
of Trent’s. ^

' P. E. Shotwell, coarh o f Abi­
lene High School athletics refer­
eed the game. ^

' Merkel’s line up is as follo-vi’.«!: 
Fonvards: Alma Barbee, and 
Hattie Harris: Centei-s: Ethel
Allen :uid Gladys Middleton,' ’ . 
Guards; Nora Foster anTT Myrtle 
Harris. Substitutps Myrtle Mc­
Donald, Maurine Angus.

The Merkel girls have one 
more game to play and win be­
fore they are the champions of 
Taylor county. Help them win 
this game ard put the loving cup 
for girls athletics in M.H.S.

L. VANLANDING HAM IS
SHOT AND KILLED

MISSIONARY SOCIETY

’ The Baptist Ladies Mission- 
ai’y society met Monday after­
noon. Scripture residing by the 
president sifter which the meet­
ing wa.s tumed over to the Abi­
lene ladie.s visiting ouv Society. 
They gave some very splendid 
discu.ssions on various depart­
ments of the work. Wish more 
of our Isidies h.id lieen pi-esent 
to have gotten the help and in- 
■•piration of their talk. We hope 
we may have the pleasure of 
having them with us again soon.

PRESBYTERIAN AUXIUARY

Prices Reduced:
.Men’s half-soles ...............
Toadies hnlf-.soles.................
Rubber h e e ls .......................
Men’s leather heels ...........
T.adies leather t ip s .............
Ladies milit.-iry h e e ls ........
Ladies military with rubber 

All woi’k guaranteed 
E. L. ASH

.81.00 
. .90 
. .GO 
. .3 > 
. .3G 
. .75 

• 1.00

Up

Mrs. H. C. Williams returned 
this week from an extended visit 
to her son at Fort Worth, as well 
as other ivlatives there. Her 
daughter^ Miss Eva. is vi.siting 
I’eintives at Mainhall, Mo., for 
several weeks yet.

Get youi' garden seed at A. L. 
Jobe’s. ^ papers for a qi xrter. 2t

On la.st Mondav evening the 
ladies Pi’esbyterian .Auxiliarv 
met at the home of Mrs. Dr. 
Johnson. .After the business 
hour thev were royally enter­
tained hy the hostess and moth­
er, Mrs. Sanderfer. Deliciou.s re­
freshments were s ^ ’ed. Every 
one going .iwav wit\ a happy 
heart wishing thri-« gopd ix»ople 
would open their doors again. 
Next meeting will be held next 
Monday afternoon at the home of 
Mrs. J. G. Jones. Special busi­
ness is to be discussed all mem­
bers and friends a «  invited.

Mi.ss Tina Nobley, of Fort 
Worth, was here .ŝ fV&ral days 
first of the week, guest of 
her sister. Mi's. w /D .  Hutchen- 
son. /

Lawrence Vanlandingham .age 
24, was shot and kelled ;ibout 
7:45 o’clock Tuesday night at 
603 Oak Street. He was shot 
with a pi.stol. one bullett going 
through the head and another 
through the breast.

Following the .shooting Luns­
ford Woody of 603 Oak street 
went to the office o f Deputy , 
sheriff W. T. St.John and sur- 
rendered himself to the officer.

Justice of the Peace, M. C. 
Lambeth held an inouest over 
the body of Vanlondingham. A- 
mong those who testified at the'' 
inquest were R. E. Lucas and 
Dave Hams, who testified that 
they -saw the shooting of V̂ an- 
landingham.

j At the close of the inquest 
Justice Lamlieth demanded 
Woody to the custody o f the of­
ficers.

The examining trial it was 
stated, would probably be at an 
early date.

V’anlandingham and Woody 
are brother-in-laws, it is stated.
Mrs. Woody being a sister of the 
dead man.

'The funeral of Lawi-ence Van­
landingham was announced for 
4:30 o’clock this (Wednesday) 
afternoon fixMU the parloi’s of 
the Laughter Undertaking Co.
The services will be conducted 
at the cemetery where interment 
will take place.— Abilene Report- AS
er.

METHODIST CHURCH

W’e had a great day last Sun­
day. A record breaking attend­
ance at both Sunday School and 
chureh sei’vices, but we want ;o 
make it ju.st a little better next 
Sunday. Come to Sunday School 
at 10 o’clock. Preaching at 11 
a. m. and 7 p.m. by the pastor.^ 
Remember the 30 minute .song; 
service at the evening hour.''
Come to church. W. M. Mui rell.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

All regular services next Sun­
day, morning and night. liCt all 
feel an interest and manifest the 
same by a bodilr 
one V ’

■Y »Ì
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STATKMENT OF CONDITION

iilE  F U E B S  S TIIE
Merkel, Texas Def'ember 20tli. 1920

RESOl RCKS

Loans imd D iscounts.$625,475.43
Bankin^r H ouse......................  7,850.00
Fui*niture and F ix tu res...... 5,200.00
Bonds and War Sa\ing:s Stamps . .  8,301.11
Asst, and Int. Guai'anty F und.. . .  4,068.79
C.ash and Rxchang'e.............. 192,724.78

$843,620.11

IJABII.ITIKS

Capital Stock ...............................  $50,000.00
Suipius F u n d ...............................  50.000.00
Re.serx'ed for taxe.s.......................  1,263.46
Undivided Profits .......................  12.717.05
D eposits.........................................  689,304.16
Redi.scounta .................................. 40.335.44
Bills pas'aWe...........................  None
Other Borrowed M on ey ........... None

$843,620.11

ONLY GUARA.NTV FUND BANK 
IN MERKEL

SAFI-rTY AND SERVICE

Do you know 
you can roll
5 0  A o o d
a^aieitesfor 
lO c ts  from 
one bä^ of

SHILOH DOTS

OEKUINE

Bulì'Durham
TOBACCO

The weather has been colder' 
the la.st writinsr «« we have had, 
some snow.

Mr. Bud Brown has Ix'en onj 
the sick list, but is some betteiv 
now. Blanche Tal>or is l>etler’ 
also. !

The party at Mr. Sam Cray-' 
son’s la.st Fi'iday niprht was en-; 
joyed by those present. j

.Mr. Clover Tiner preached at- 
j Shiloh Sunday and several at-i 
,tended. ij There will l>e preachinji ati 
' Shiloh Saturday and Sunday, i

There was a ifood crowd spent | 
Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. J. VV. t 
Panroy.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Winters 
spent Sunday with Mrs. Pheby 
Greene.

Miss Ida Panroy and V’era 
Phillips spent Saturday night 
with Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Woods.

A good singing was had at 
Joe Winters Sunday night.

Some of the people of this 
community went to Trent Sun-

Jones Sunday.
White Pond and Sylvester 

come over to Golan again we are'^ay night for preaching, 
glad to have you come. i Mj. gnig Rosson spent Satur-

The singing Sunday night was'd^y „¡^ht with Mr. Bud Winters.

T. J. TOOM BS.....................President
JOHN SEARS.............Vice President
R. L. KL.AND.............Vice President
R. O. ANDERSON................. Cashier
F. Y. GAITHER ..........Asst. Cashier

veiy good and enjoyed by a veiy 
larifo c!Tvd.

Every one is invited to sing­
ing Sunday evening and Sunday 
 ̂night at the school hou.se.

A gi-eat deal of the .school

Grandma PhilL.>a is spending 
the week with her daughter Mi*s. 
J. W. Pomroy. Kandy-Kid

Lucindia Buttermilch said her 
aunt Mahalia Widespooder had

children of the large foom have^^j,.p(^ 5,1̂  ̂ would be here on the 
quit school on account o f dislike' corning o f the 25th o f Febru-i

ary, 1921, for that Tea Pailv at|
Byi-om

Somebody is always deposit­
ing your money in the bank.

I s it you who are saving part 
o f your income and putting it 
where it will work for your bene­
fit?

Or is it ail slipping through 
your fingers into the pocket and 
bank account o f some one who 
appreciates its value more than 
you?

of teacher.
Mr. and Mi's. Val P. »yrom High School Auditonum and' 

are moving home. |would be there promptly on that!
. ~ date at 8 o’clock p.m. with thei

Onion .sets, both I'ed and white pj*opt>i- garments on. tf
at Rob Martin Grocery Co. tf _____________

COW FEED
A TEX AS WONDER

----------  I Plenty Meal, Hulls, .Alfalfa
For kidney and bbladder troub and Johnson gra.s.s, T. J. R.

les, gravel, weak and lame back, 
' rheumatism and all in'egiilarities 
I o f the kidneys and bbladder. If 
not .sold by your druggest, by 

,mail $1.25 Small bottle. Send for

Swafford. Kent St. 4t2

( ;e t  m o r e  e ì ;g s

By fi-eding ‘ ‘Martin’s Egg
♦p.stimonrls to D, F.. W. Hall. Producer” DOUBLE your mon- 

j2926 Olive Street, St. Ixiuis Mo. ¡ey liack in eggs, or your money |
Sold by druggists.

I Brand 
Shai*p’s.

and Shorts at G. M.

back in cash. ‘‘Martin’s Roup 
Remedy” Cai'es and Prevents 
Roup. Guranteed by Sanders

tf Drug Store. April-15.
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A savings account with us will 
solve that problem.

THC BANK TMA-f BACKS THC KAAMER .

ato^wisr, £ *, •
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BOCfH  ̂ J jvrjxtrl, icXaS
ato £wAsr, M. /  P.C1S. • .nCi Pfifi » >•
BOCrn

•f

GOLAN NEWS

Every one seemed to have en- 
jo>od the snow last week as it 
has been so waiTn the past mon­
th or two.

A large crowd enjoyed the 
musical enteitainment at the 
home of Mr. Frank Jeffrey Fri­
day night.

A bad accident has happened 
to Lettie Duncan. As she was 
riding a hoi'se after a cow, the 
the the hoi-se got .scared at an­
other cow and threw her o ff 
and dragged her about one hun­
dred yards. It .skinned her up 
considerably, but she is getting 
along alright now.
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A crowd of young people 
motored to white pond, near 
McCauley Sunday evening. Tliey 
reported a roal nice time.

Every one is invited to the 
Rabbit drive Friday, February 
18th. All the men come prepai- 
ed to kill rabbits and ladies all 
come and bring dinijcr. It will 
be spread near Clear Fork river. 
The men on the south side o f the 
river are going to meet at Mr. 
G. M. Byrom’s mail box and 
the ones on the north side of the 
river will meet at Mr. McCain’s.

Mrs. J. W. Hill aad children 
and Miss Vida Williams spent 
the week end at Mr. George Ri- 
ney's of McCauley.

Mettie Byrom and Edith 
Thompson took dinner with Miss 
Clonnie St. Clair Sunday.

Mr. W. T. Duncan and Mr. E. 
Lw Thompson were seen in Mer­
kel Friday. '

Rueben Cooper, Q ifford and 
Luther Davis were guests of 
Carl and Curtis St.OUur iKTiday.

Mr. Bob Chandler lefv tor Ar­
kansas Wednesday.

Mr. W. T. Duncan and daugh­
ter Miss Lettie. and Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Duncan visited Mr. 
and Mrs, G. M. Bsman Sunday.

The candy breaking at Mr. W. 
T. Jones Saturday night was en­
joyed by a large crowd.

Messeni John Shelton and 
Curtis McCain and Miss Elva 
McCain were in Sylvester Sun-

^  • Eha Cox
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The Point we want to get before you is a vital one to every
»

one wishing to advance in the scale of progress and wisdom.

Are All Goods the Same p
In Quality; Price and Style ■

What would you think of a fellow who classes a *'Broom Tail” ^'Spanish 
Bronch” as the match of any “Kentucky Thoroughbred?”

A man who can judge a horse should buy good merchandise.
A woman who knows a good cake will buy good merchandise everytime. 

We find some people wanting us to bring our prices down to meet what is 
known by good observers—“Junk Stuff.”

X  
X X . 
X X

X X
X X

/

W e fight Junk Goods Every Time they are Offered us

_____________________________________________J j g j

Quality Merchandise and Price
Is Our Slogan for Every Month in the Year

Our business is growing and will keep stepping along. It’s a good invest­
ment for you to join up with us in putting over a clean business of the Qual­
ity kind we are growing.

The Brown D. G. Company

Mr. Bland visited our school 
last Friday.

Mr. Webb Hannah ha.s been 
real sick the last week, but we 
are glad to say that he is better. •

Blair is building up to a great 
extent as we have a new mer­
chant.

Miss Dosia Doan is on the 
sick list this week.

Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Whisen- 
hunt o f VV̂ ichita Falls, are visit- 3* 
ing friends and i-elatives here.

Mr. Hayne Hughes of Ala­
bama came out here Saturday. 
They will make their home here.

Mr. Edd Blackburn and fam­
ily visited Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Doan Sunday evening. * •'

Ml'S. Pi'ovine has been visiting 
her parents Mr. and Mi's. Han­
nah.

Miss Vera Mooro spent Sun­
day evening with Miss Mary 
Hughes.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Reeves, 
Jesse Willard and Annie attend­
ed the singing convention at 
Newman.

Mr. Clauie, Meeks spent Sat­
urday night with Mr. Clyde 
Moore.

Mr. and Mi's. Jim Moore Call­
ed on Mrs. Lucinda Hughes Snn- 
day.

We have heard that Mr. Abb 
Lawrence’s hou.se bunted Sun­
day. We extend them our S3rm- 
pathy.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Lacky 
spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ran.som Meeks. Brown Eyes.

rv
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VIOLEN AND PIANO >•
I - - - - -
) • I could handle a few more poi
|ils in either Piano or Violen,^
1 Rates 1'ea.sonabie. Mrs. Rose Mil-}
ler, or call at Rose Barber

J ^ jS h o p .  28U

^  P L E N TY  of COAL

Quality Merchandise J
Dawson Fancy Egg 

Domestic Lump 
And Swastika Goal

N. M. ROSE t SON

i .
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A FIRESÎDE TALE
By JE N N IE  L IT T L E .

< »w w W W W W w W w W
1*U. br MoClur* N«w*pKp«r HyBillcat*.)

Aaoiher atory, child dear? SuPf tla 
overdrawn Ilk« the Pcnzl fella'« iiij 
fluid will be, with HQch a deiiumd. 
Well, then, coiue with uie, o f ati eve- 
ulnc that I have la miad, to a grand 
voncert hall in Uia cltjr. A wuuder- 
fal prima donna, the Idol of her audi­
ence» In two oontliioiitB, hns couie up­
on the atage fur her last luiinlier. As 
ahe Btaiids a'altliig for the aiipluu'^e to 
die a»uy. aoinethlng thut «he reads 
111 the waves of upturned faces moves 
her to a suditen iinpulH«'. and with a 
tender little siiiHe, instead of the clns- 
Bical Helectlon ini the program, her 
voice HeeomI tally ill swi-etne-v to the 
argel«* tUU the vast room with: 

'There'« u pretty sp<*t in Indaiid,
• I always clahii for my hiial."

In one o f the boxi>s sat two of the 
earth’s pruw|>erous. and like n lightning 
artist, the inau's mind tlu'lieil picture 
after picture on his memory's scieiMi. 
lu faraway County Liare he saw a 
young gossoiai full to the brim of the 
aheer joy of living. The Scotch would 
call him a lad o’ lairts, the Knglisli a 
topping chap, but I’ll declare to you 
that he was Just a regular hroth of a 
hoy. Kvery old granny In the village, 
and clear down to every lass, thought 

. Oté sun,had its rising and setting iii 
his merry charm, but only Kileeii ,Mc- 
Doiiagh had a mortgage on his nffts’- 
tioos. Ah, but she was the winsome 
colleen, and the likes of her was not 
to be found in a day's travel.

Tlien an uncle In America sent 
money tor bis paicsage, with tales of 
■nr«'ess that set the lad wild to go. 
Eileen must stay with her old folks, 
but when lie had a gmsl start, then he 
would send for her. and together they 
would conquer this fine new country. 

“ My heart gm's liack there dally.
To the girl I left helihid me.
When we kisseci and salil goisl-hy.“  
All. yes at first 'twas s«i. Luck and 

p/iuck were with him. and his foothold 
grew finuer and stronger, ami some­
how in the struggle, t^lleeii drlfie<l 
further Into the background of hl.s 
thoughts. The old bodies went »ue 
by one, and the black sorrow o f lone- 
iineas waa almoat more than she conld 
ahide. but never did her sweetheart 
grow bitter or complaining in ita 
wearying for him. Faithful and true 

/the waa to her troth with Terenco 
*’ \ 0 ’NellL

"\Vhet« dear old Shannon’# flowlmr. 
Whare the three-leaved Shamrock 

grow a,
'Where my heart Is I am going 

To my little Irish Rose.
And the moment tlint I nie«*t her.

With a hug and kiss I'll gre«-t her—” 
Conscleuct» woke up ciitlrcly. ami s 

ahitiuiali stroke was gentle compared 
to the pain she ga\e him. I'ur in 

I •<these Inte-it mouths of his pro-¡'erlty 
I  he liad det'ldisl that only a higli-lio: ii.
1 enituretl .tmerh-iiii woiiinn i-ouhl rule 
'  his Inane and ll••lt> to find new lield« 

for his ll«■^er-sHtIsticll amldtious. ai.d. i 
orfld-iiloirt’ltally, witlioiit a thought of 
love, ho had set about to win her. This • 
very minute, by Ills side, s.at the lady i 
ol hia worldl.v choice, ami lie had fd f ! 

,  much elale«l that now she seemetl ii«t j 
t a great deal averse to his giilhini at- |

CLEARANCE
In order to make room for the new Spring Goods that are be­
ing: purchased by our buyers, who are in St. Louis this week, 
we are offering unusual inducements in the prices of Dry 
Goods, Shoes, etc. Many prices quoted below are really under 
present market prices, but we must move the goods.

$3.00 and $3.50 Serges and Tricotines, per yard.....................$2.00
Crepe de Chine and Gerogette Crepe, per yard.........................$1.75
$3.00, $3 50 and $4.00 Silk Shirting, per yard.........................$2.50

STAPLES-STAPLES-STAPLES
Red Seal Girgham, per yard............................................................ 20o
9-4 Brown Sheeting, per yard....................................................... 40e
Good grade Dress Gingham, per y a rd ...........................................15e
Good grade Outing, per yard.......................................................... 15o
Full 36-inch Bleached Domestic, per y a rd .................................. 20e
Full 36-inch Brown Domestic, per yard........................................ 15e

TOWELS TOWELS TOWELS
At Greatly Reduced Prices

BLANKETS BLANKETS BLANKETS
You can buy them at a big Saving this week

EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA
Sansilk Crochet Thread, per spool...................................................5c
One lot Ladies Shoes, Military Heel.......................................... $4.95
High Top Shoes, in gray and browns.................. %  PRICE and LESS
$65.00 Mens Suits....................................................................... $35.00

Merkel Dry Goods Company

I£ Y ou  Want
At The Same 

Old Place
\

t«ntitma. Sur«. bIi«  muer k: »‘ w »liotit ¡

-  ✓

that rommou i>nst. anil nliiiovt Imil h« 
_ fnrgnften Its ciiiinwtlu'i with tin* url*- 

torratlr hankpr who l•ìf«'k«l| n  lilm 
from the ifiliTor. TIM tiuilght. that ík. 

“ Sure no letter I'll he mnll'i g. 
For soon will I la* «:il',ing.
Ami I’ll hle«.s the ship Hint t.T'*e- me 
To my ilear olii Krin's slu re.''
The laily ttinieil Itli a i|!sila''ifiil 

-  enrl of the lip. ’•Rixilly." ..'i.'s <!,«. 
“ one might eX|iei-t llie liest tmisle liere

4

■'S«.:

aiiil rot vulgar strisi songs," atei Ter- 
eiiio's heart tnrneil over witti a thinl | 
jot gratltinle that wlsilom hsul et»ine 
Bill liMi late.

Ver) quiet was he on the way Imine. 
and ns he hninleil lier from the limou- I 
tine, deellned her grarlotiw invitation | 
with 0  "Not tonight, thank you. as 1 i 
have pressing business to attend to Im­
mediately. .\tiil I (irohuhly will not 
Bee yiai ugnlii for some time, ns I | 
1e«v» on the ruiiople's next il.ate o f ' 
áallliig." i

“ Iiideeil," said tlo* lail.v. In dis- I 
pteaseil surprise. “ Sim'ly thl« is very 
midden “

“ I've not yet bookisl iny parage," 
says Tereiiee. with an olil-llme Irish 
jrln, ’’l>ut I think the fates won't fall 
me this time." .\n<1 neither dlii tliey.

.And now we i-onie to n mafi-liiess 
evening In dear old KMliiloe—a night 
of enelinnteil moonlight, when rM the 
fairies ami little folk are eiisiing titeir 
»TH-lls on everytliing. .Ml nh'iie rt her 
w Imhi V sits Kilreii. with t ie  'I’l-ttlng 
Bweetress o f her hart* so'r!lir her vole« 
as she sings so sadly- "It may he 
years, nnd It iiitiy I**- fon*\er.’' .And 
Into the room strides Tereiiee of tier ¡ 
thoughts.

"Not on your life !" says he In the j 
rue .Aiiierlean style, and then itroiqHtl ; 
>n his knees beside her, nnd Into the 
•■der old brogue. •‘Miivourins-ii. all ;

. time I’ve l>e«-n tnndly, fiHtllshly , 
liaising a wlll-o'-the-wlsp. hnf wtien j 

i came to me senses and gave me : 
heart the lead. It brought me to my 
owm true love, straight as the erow 
files. Will ye go back with me, dar- 
IKf, to be the dear light o f me life tift 
the blesaeil mints rail us from our 
own paradise to thelrsT" And stime- 
thlnt he saw In her face innd<> him 
dare to greet her after the fashion of 
t^B ham rock  song. Tl^en liera use ’tis 

^ á e  way of a woman to forgive aiMi 
forget, anubla, I ran end niy story In 
your farorlte way: “ And they alt lived 
happy ever sfter."

Y O  U can get 
them by ad- 

verdsine in this 
paper. It reaches 
the best class of 

people in this 
community.

Use this paper if 
you  want som e 
of their business.

Spuds................................................................ 45c
Three Bottles Snuff........................................95c
Cartoon Camel Cijfaretts........................... $1.80
Lard............................................................... $1.25
Syrup................................................................ 60c
12 Gauge Shells...............................................85c
Sufrar............................................................$9.75
Tobacco............................................. I ......... $1.00
Extra High Patent Flour .........................$5.65
M eal................................................... .............73c
Big Oats........................................................... 30c
Meat.................................................................. 19c
No. 3 wash t u b ...............    $1.45
6 gallon oil can ............................................ $1.10
Wash board............................................ *____65c
Everything at bargain prices. First class 
line of dry goods all at bargain prices. See 
the fellow that makes them all howl.

RAY at BLAIR
We deliver in Merkel

C IG A R E T T E
No cigare tte  has 
the same delicious 
fla vo r as L u c k y  
Strike. Because 
Lucky Strike is 
toasted cigarette.

1) yf whày

BLAIR NEWS

I have almost a complete line of the J.R. Watkins 
products, such as

Medicines, Extracts and Flavors 
Toilet Articles

You can find me at the Merkel Garage each afternoon.
I also have plenty of Watkins Calendars, which have a list of all arti­
cles on back, and if you don't get a copy, write—

N. A. DOWELL, Box 121 Merkel, Texas
IS

Miss Mae Bieldleman of Mer­
kel visited Miss Myrtle Scott 
Sunday.

Ml’S. Richai'd Melton called on 
Mrs. C. Burk.s Monday.

Ml’S. Simpson, one of Blair’s 
teachers, visited home folks at 
'Trent Sunday.

Mr. John Reynolds of Trent is 
here with his sister, Mre. Carl 
Hughes.

Rex McClain visited our school 
last week.

Mrs. Noels and daughter have 
moved from here to their home 
in Merkel.

'The party given at Mrs. Carl 
Hughes Siaturday night was en­
joyed by all.

Miss Bessie Brooks visited 
Miss Lola Blackbuin Sunday.

Rev. W’ ilson filled his regular 
appointment here Sunday.

Several o f the young folks en­
joyed the singing at .Mr. Emmet 
Patterson’s Sunday ni|ht.

Well as evei’y one is so busy 
we haven’t time to find much 
new.s. Brown Eyes. -

Just received $1.500 stock of 
new Casings. McFarland Ga­
rage. tf

W ere
Terrific
Read how M n. Albert 

Gregory, of R. F. U. No. 
1, Blufonl, III., got rid of 
her ills. During . . .  1 
was awfully weak . . . 
My pains were terrific. I 
Ihoumt I would die. The 
bearing-down pains were 
actually so severe I could 
not stand the pressure of 
my hands on the lower 
part of my stomach . . . 
I simply felt as if life was 
for but a short time. My 
husband was worried . . .  
One evening, while read­
ing the Birthday Alma­
nac, he came across a 
case siimlar to mine, and 
went straight for some 
Cardui for me to try.

TAKE

CARDUI
The Woman’s Tonic

" l  took it faithfully and 
the results were immedi­
ate," adds Mrs. Gregory. 
*‘ l continued to get bet­
ter, all my ills left me, 
and 1 went through . . . 
with no further trouble. 
My baby was fat a.*id 
strong, and myself—thank 
God—am once more hale 
and hearty, can walk 
miles, do my work, 
though 44 years old, feel 
like a new person. All 1 
ow e to Cardui." For 
many years Cardui has 
been found helphd in 
building up the system 
when run down by dis* 
orders peculiar to women.

Take
Cardui

J.K
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Many are the at rang« and Intereat- 
Ing native tribe« lliat are found in the 
Americaa Ainont; the tuoxt Iiiterast- 
lug are Uia people of the uatiicb, wtiq 
Inhabit an almu«i as yet unknown 
country, and la language, and char­
acter, and race, are altogeiher di»- 
Uact from other Indiana, au>s nn ar­
ticle on "People of the O.strlcb" In 
Hoys’ Ufe. iSuty live In the ruiuota 
and almoat legendary regions of tho 
“ land o f large-feeted men”—a land, 
tliat like Ctilll, Peru, Mexico, and 
nurthweat South America, baa It» 
story o f the existence of a hidden city 
aiiiong the unexplored wilds of their 
t'ordllleraa.

The Tehoelche« of Patagonia, tliat 
vast peninsular end of South America, 
are «cattaiod aero«« IL from tba 
Strait» o f liagetlan and the Ulo Ne­
gro—a territory of over l.dtio milea 
in length and .100 at Its iiiirroweat. 'A 
brave, active, athletic people, won­
derful horsemen, singularly expert 
with their weapons and iniplenients, 
who lead a wandering life, and hunt 
the wild cattle, the guanaco»—and 
ostriches. For Patagonia Is a home 
of that «plendtd bird, which wa.a 
there ages before men crossed its 
path in the faraway wilds of the In­
terior. To the Tebnelches, this fine bird 
Is as Important In their existence as 
the guanaco, for they are a race of 
hunters, and grow but little food for 
themselvea

PREACHES FROM AN AIRPLANE

Minister With Many Parishes to Cover 
Puts Modern Mode of Travol 

to Good Uoo.

No tolling church liella announce to 
the little communities scattered 
through one section o f .America’s great 
Northwest the perloilic Sunday morn­
ing arrival of the region’s most en­
terprising Itinerant evangelist. In­
stead. they bear the coughing exhaust 
o f an engine, as hi« airiilane niiirala 
down upon the village. Drawn Irre­
sistibly by the novelty of the visiL they 
flock to the airplane, now at rest In a 
nearby field or meadow. They find 
the preacher on his feet in the pilot’s 
cockpit o f the plane “ Sky Pilot." ready 
to liegiii his discoiirite.

Kxplunattao o f this strangest o f all 
the airtdane’a uses is found In the 
evangelist’»  decision, some months ago, 
that the time and energy required for 
constant travel among distant parishes 
was seriously curtailing his effective­
ness. He decideil to defy all precedent 
by allying aeronantlra and religion. He 
first subjected liiuiself to a rigorous 
course o f training, and became an ac- 
coinplish*sl ilniian. Ho then pur- 
fhaseil tils plane, selecting a tbree- 
seater of sp,>rting ly(H*. The rear cock­
pit seats the pilot, and seiWes as bis 
pulpit when the meetings are held In 
the open; the ferwani cockpit accora- 
niiHlating his two assistants, one of 
tliein a song leader.- Omaha Bee.

Women Crave ExcitemenL
The wife of n very wealthy man 

was arrestisi with a group of bandits 
after a pistol battle with the police, 
in which the woimhii was shot in the 
arm. She Is a woman who has trav­
eled, Is educated and bears every evi­
dence o f refinement. The police say 
that there are many women of this 
kind w-ho work with thieves unbe­
known to their families. The call of 
adventure is the prime motive. In a 
raid on nn Katt side wine cellar re- 
centl.v ten m«n and one woman were 
taken to headquarters In a patrol. All 
the men had iTliiiiu«! recortls. The 
woman is happily married to all ap- 
Iiearniices, and is a patron of the 
o|»ern. She said the men nml women 
in her set were dull and that she liked 
to get out and mltigle with the men 
who llveil by their wits and were not 
afraid of dangerous paths.—New 
Vork Times.

Th* Chef’s Drily Manicurs.
One o f the dolly events In the life 

o f a ehef In any of the large New 
York hotels Is Ids morning manicure. 
Before he touches food, his hands are 
coraftilly wnshi'd and his noils are 
cleaned, cut ond polished.

The job is not given to a sweet girl 
manicurist, but to one of the hotef 
physicians. He Is always on hanil 
during the day; should the chef accl- 
dentnlly cut himself, the doctor will 
bandage the wound, as he Is there for 
that ptirpose.

Chef.s are preelous these ds.vs; many 
of the Frem-h ones—iinnhle to get 
their daily hottles of wine— have gone 
hack to France, where the tliought of 
prohlliltloti can stlH »«• treated ns n 
J *ke. though «‘ven In Fraiice there an* 
hcani ominous rtimhles hi*twoen the 
Jokes p.o-<ed et otir cxiiens»*.—I’opnln»- 
Science .Monthly.

To Jail by Airplans.
Aerial pullceiueii In .Sun >Tancisco* 

are thus far the ttrst to make us« of 
the nlrplntie to conduct a prisoner to- 
jail, via tiie automuhlle patrol.

The sky rout« offers the most direct 
passage between two places, and Ini 
this Instance the prisoner was trana- 
ferreil from the Alexandra county jail' 
across the bay of San Francisco to the 
locality where an aatomohile patrol 
was waiting te continue the journey 
through the dty. Where It Is neces­
sary to save tliM, the airplane can 
be af service, at In this case.

When the air hocomee crowded with 
niariilnea. the arreat o f violators o f 
the alr-trafltc laws will undoabtedly 
iMS'ome common and aerial patrol»
,»-••1 r  ■» fe w - r r  co*nm e*’ t  — t*n p .

j ular Sclcti"*- lloiilhly.
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Bill i'uriiü xl^oroukly MppIlHtl tli«* oWI 
stubl>y ))nisli bitM>ui iv liio W(‘ ll-H’oru 
■ult, then t>li>|ipt>d for a nioiui-ut to 
gaze out urn<»4 I lie treat gicen Helds.

Kor 1« yours, wi'ulhor iieimlttiiiu. 
Bill bad watched and loved this timi* 
o f dity, whou ilie sun vxus «'iislIiiR Its 
lust slitmliig rays.

Tonight he imis ieuvliig tlie home he 
loreil so Well and the iiiiiii xxlio had 
shared Ids hiuiie uml xxilh ivlioiii he 
hud workisl for Id yenrs, That vxaa 
the liuni part of goliiR. Sonieihini; 
that looktHl suspiciously like tears 
welletl up in his iionest blue eyes, and 
he gaztsl for u ininule at the nmn at 
the sink, iluiiiR up the anpiMf disiies. 
As a rule this man was talkative, but 
tonight he WHS struiigjely slleat.

The arduous task of making an old 
suit liMik siHuething like new was Hnal- 
l.v compleitsi and Bill atepis'd out on 
the little platl'onii tliut serve«l as a 
pinaza. He looked sadl.v at the two 
empty arm chairs.

".kt tile end of two days' journey 
* 1 will be willi Marcia again," and

once more he could see the little whlte- 
rlad figure as he left her tiiat last 
evening. .kguin he could hear the 
soft sohhinK as »he heggeil him not 
to be away long, and BUI held her 
Close as he whisiiered:

"When I have uiade the little fortune 
1 ha>e drenimsl of. then I will come 
back to you. And xvlien I do coim* 
back, Mareia. it will he in lilac-time, 
Juat like It is today."

The first few weeks had been nu- 
bearable to Bill; tlien as tlie tnoiitlis 
and y«*urs t«iss«Hl he fell into that 
rut «>t being iMTfe« tly Hatlsfletl with 
W'orking liaril all <lay and H|s'ni|in:: 
tile long evenings with Ids faithful 
ctUDpanion and his pi|te.

ills little pile of money grew oic- 
ger eacli year until lie at last decideil 
it was time to go back to tlie old home 
and Mareia. Uis heart lieat faster 
as he pictiir<‘d the little vision iu white, 
and lie slglnsl happily as he again 
entered the little eottage. Bnt his 
Spirits driHi|>ed when he htdield Jim, 
sitting with his head readiae In his 
two hands, a picture of desiia.r. flo- 
ing over, he placed his hand on Jim's 
shoulder and said:

"W e've stient .soiAe very happy years 
here, old scout, hut now 1 must he 
going hack to Marcia. 1 wish you 
«■ould see her, .lira—ao small, with 
wavy tresses and—”

"Yes, but Hi years luakea an uwful 
dlfierence, old graii.*’ Jim aaswered.

"Yes. yea,” BIB mui'ruvred^\alf ab­
sently; "In some peo|*4e, hatTkot Mar­
cia.”

At last the time e«aie when the 
s-omrades {Mined. Jim drove Bill over 
The two miles to the railroAd station, 
and tlwy silently prvss«tl cmcli other's 
hand^ tor ueitlier could K|ietik jint 

^  then.
Jim drove buck to the loiieiy cot- I 

tuge, seateil himself iu ids arm clialr 
lM‘side tlie \acnnt one. and when tlii‘ 
big full moon arose Its beams fell on 
one lonely ligure. and an empty chair.

In tlie meaiitiine the irnln s(s-il mi 
towanis Bill's old hoiiie and .Marcia. 
Mis journey ended at iioon two days 
later, but as Bill felt terrlldy roiiiaii' 
tic, he waited until the sun wns set­
ting. then .Marcia must see him Hrst 

• b; the lilne I.Ush near lier door. .\s 
he ut'artvl the lionse he wished lie liud 
ke{*t corres|»ondlug all these years; 
liul then, he felt sure ftlarcln lovid 
him enough to wutidi and wait for 
him even thougli it was sigieeii years.

He was ulir.ost ut the gate when a 
sudden fear tmik possession of liim. 
Things did not look Just right. What 
if -Marcin liad gone away, or Imd dietl: 
but no, he must ¡lUt such tliougllts 
awsy. .At tlie gate a {dening wn-iiin 
reacliml his ear—just as he was by 
tile lllae tie«*, wliere Mareia iiilist see 
him Hrst—nnti two dlrty-fn»«d boys 
came rusidng around tlie corner of the 
hou.se, the larger one flnally overtak­
ing the otlier, and they inniitdiiitely 
startid a list tight.

The door of the house opi'iied quick­
ly, and a woman, one who would eas­
ily il|i the scales at two hundred, ap- 
penrefl in a soiled gingham dress, 
sleeves rolled to her tdbows, exliihit- 
Ing a |>air of fat red arma thickly cov- 
cm l with white suds, and the equally 
red faee showed plainly she bad Juat 
emerged from the family washtub.

Hill rubbed Ids eyea aad looked 
again. There might Juat have lieen 
an ordinary double chin attached to 
that taci>, but Bill could awegr he saw 
four. He also noticed the fliiii. half 
gray locks, twisted into a little hard 
knot at the back of her bend. Cruah- 
ing the innment lilac where he had a 
few moments lief ore so ronianiicaTly 
placed his hand, he sleiiped back a lit­
tle farther.

There was no mistaking. The eyes 
proved It was Mtircit, and If there 
was the least bit o f doubt left In his 
mind. It disapfieared when a man In 
overalls bnislied (last him and railed 
out. "Hurry up and get iny dinner, 
Marcia."

And Marcia waa just starting back 
 ̂ for the kitchen when she espied the 

man by the lilac hush. Haislng her 
voice, ahe called out loudly:

"tjet away from tliein lllatNi or I'll 
call the dog.”

Three days lator Hill turned tba 
corner o f his own little cotiage, and 
(leeklng through the window, beheld 
Jim 1 0  the act of aotting one singlo 
place at the table.

"Met It for two, old wan." Rill sang 
out cheerily. "And Jim, when yon 
aald a lot could happen In M yenra, 
you aald aomething.”

1*1

Special Program Saturday Matinee 2  to 6:30 j
Friday February 11 

“Home Spun Eolks”
A Thomas H. Ince Special, from the tiook h.w, 

Julian Josephson
“ Bride 13”  Bobby Ray Comedy

1 Saturday February 1‘2

Coiistnnce Binney Al S t .  John 
in ' in 

“ The Stolen Kiss”  “ Fired .Again”

Mutt & Jeff in “ Fox Hunters”

Monday February 14
Mary Miles Winter Wm. Duncan

in in •
“ Sweet Lavender”   ̂ “ P'ighting Fate”  

Fox News

Tuesday • F'ebruary 15
Wallace Reid Geòrgie Ovey 

in in
“ Double Speed”  - “ Over Again”  

Topics of the Day

Thursda.v Feb. IT
“MALE AND FEMALE”

One Nijiht Only

A Paramount Super Special, from the book by the author of the
“ Miracle Man"

Shows at 7 and 9 No Advance in AJittission Prices

Wedne.'tday 
“Alice Brady’" 

in
“ The Fear .Market’

February IH
“Edgars Cake”

A Booth Tarkinjiton 
Special Comedy

Pathe Review

COMING

WiD. S. Hart
in

“ Between .Men”

FOX ENTERTAIN.MENTS
,ttr w is. w -

COMING

Charlie Chaplin.
in

“ Carmen”

METRO PRODUCTIONS

6

] he Merkel Mail
ibliahed Every Friday MurninR hy 
; *l£8IEl MAIt rRIMTAC ÜUNPAN). IMC 
THnM/ls nURNAtl. kdltur and Baaaqar

couple of dny.s.
\'oici le Wheeze:
A woman who was too eco­

nomical to subscribe for her '
______________ ______  home pap*M' sent her little .'«on'i
.SUBSCRIPTION’ $l.5d FEK Y'FJAR | to boi'i'o'.v the copy taken by 'L — .J.1L

their ncijrhbor. In hi.s haste thej
l>oy ran over a four-dollar stand I COAL— COAL— $ 10.00 per ton 
of bees and in ten minutes look-1 Sec O. W. Walker. Blair. Te.x- 
»“d like a warty Summer squa.Hh. 'as. 21t i
His cries reached his father w h o _____________ _

TELEPHONE No. 61 |

Entered at the noi«totb».t it Merkel. 
Texas as aecond cla«8 mail iiiatter. |

Any erroneous rerieotion on the char . 
acter, atanding or reputation of any- 
person, firm or corporation which may j 
appear in the coluinna of The Mail will, 
be gladly corrected upon ita being! 
brought to the attention of the man-1 
agement. >

BOX SUITER .AT MOUNT 
PLEASANT

Ther ewill be a bo.x supper at 
.Mount Plea.sant on Saturday 
nifrht. Fel)niary 12. The pro­
ceeds to 1)0 used for school equip-' 
mirtit and for the benefit of the 
church. The public is cordially 
invited to attend.

Honoiing Mias I Mary Cainp- 
l>ell, a number of young people 
were moat royally entertained / '  
at the home of Mr. and Mra. E.j 
H. MfMire on Friday evening * 
February 4, from 8:00 to 
The occasion being her birthday .

As the guests ariived each 
young lady and man were pre­
sented with a Iiadge of blue and 
pink ribbon.

A special chair of honor was 
tlien placed in the center of the 
room for Miss Campbell where 
turn by tui-n .she entertained 
each guest with an interesting 
year-laiok made and presented 
to her by Miss I.ola Moore.

In keeping with the valentine 
season a favor which was a large 
heart bearing the insenption; 
“ Fehi'uary 4, 1921”  was pre.sent- ^ 
ed to each pei'son present. ^

As pardnei's were chosen they 
were escoi-ted into the dinning- 
roon where the delicious birth- 
ay cake -was cut bv the various 
giie.sts, the coins found therein 
being presented to Miss Camp­
bell.

Refreshmentr. ot r. nipned 
CTps.m, fruit, and cake Were seiv- 
ed.

As they departed each wished 
for Mi.'S Camnbell a hund'*€^ 
m o'e such biithdavs and every 
wish her little heait desires.

Those present were: Misses
Marv Campbell, Res.sie Tucker.
Mollie Shannon. .lessie and Leota 
Touchstone. Bu’-nice Merritt,
Louella Palmer. Mildred Estes, 
and I>ola Moore. Messrs John 
Shannon. V'ei-nie Menitt, Will 
Spurgin, Claude Touchstone Osle 
Williams. Chester T.ucas. liCon- \
^'d Hid Cori'ie Camp and Shan­
non Moore.

nf.

A TRINITY OF GARDENS

PATRONS OF THE MAIL who do 
not receive their paper regularly will 
confer a favor upon Uie management 
by reporting the fact. You should also 
wstch the label of yuur i>aper to ascer­
tain when your time is out and renew 
before your name automatically leavea 
our Hat. a* all papers stop when the j 
term of aubsonption expire*.

If you have visitors, or if you know 
any item which would be of interest to 
raiuiers of the Mai^ the editor would 
appreciate a note or a telephone raea- 
sage to that effect. Or. if an occur­
rence of unusual interest transpires a 
reporter will be promptly sent to get 
the full particulars

roreten Advaniatny Repfr*rnia*ive I 
T H E  A M E R IC A N  PRE5S A S S iX IA T K )S _ j  ,

W’e  clipi>ed the following 
wheeze from an Indiana journal. 
It is not original with that pa- 
j)or. We print it for two reasons 
(l)W e  have not printed it l>e- 
fore, in spite of its familiarity.'

And (2) it ought to keep the 
Demon Illustrator busy for a

OUR^ 
FURNITURE 

VALUES
JUSTIFY MILES OF TRAVEL 

U  TO TRADE HERE

i..n .iij :..^isl;..Kt’, ;;:ui ..il- FOR SALE— 1*2 or 15 tons o f j 
ing to notice a barl)ed w ire fence good bright maize, S. G. Ru.s-1 
ran into it, breaking it down. sell, jihone 271. 4t2p!
cutting a handful of fle.sh f r o m _____________ 1
his anatomy and i-uining a five- FOR SALE— Some fresh milk! 
dollar pair o f pants. The old cow cows, also some springing. Sec 
took advantage of the gap in the Earl Lassiter. tf
fence and got into the cornfield ________
and killed herself eating com. FOR SALE— Team for cash or! 
Hearing the racket, the mother credit. E. Barnes, Merkel, route} 
ran, up.set a four-gallon chum of five. t f !
rich cream into n ba''k“ t o f kit- --------------------  i
len.s, drowning the whole litter. FOR SALE— Ferguson No. 71 i 
In her huriry she dropped and Texas Red, Rust Proof Oats. E.j 
broke, past all hopes of mend- Bame.s. Merkel, route 5. tfj
ing, a twenty-five-dollar set of --------------------- j
false teeth. The baby, left a- COAL on TRACK— Will unload i 
lone, crawled throug the spilled another car Ludlow Coal Friday,} 
croam and into the parlor, min- and Satui-day. You may need a 
ing a twenty-dollar carpet. Dur- little inojv coal. T. J. It. Swafford 
ing the excitement the elde.st Phone 291. It
daughter ran away with t h e --------------------
hii-ed man. the dog broke up SALE or TRADE—Good young 
eleven setting hens, and the team. T. J. It. Swafford phone 
calves got out and chewed the 291. Ilt2
tails o ff o f foul' fine shirt.s. All -------------------1
to save §1.50. WANTED— Man to do general

Moral: Subscribe for this pa- work on i*anch. Sam Butman 
per at once and protect .vour.self Senior. 1U2
from such calamities.— Exc. | --------------------

, ... -  .»I— J LOST— A heavy Lap Robe, some
where between NV'hite Church 
and Merkel. Finder please leave 
at Merkel Mail office. J. C, Tuck­
er. 1 tp

MT. PLEASANT ITE.MS

We welcome, specially solicit, business 
from out of town

We have customers who drive many miles to trade 
with us and they save money in doing so.

W hen you trade with us you are treated just the same 
as “ home folks”  and we want you to feel at home 
here, no matter how far you have come.

iV f T(/fíA/ A H O O S F  //vro A H O M E

D a r s e u  Co^
r u R N i T u n . E

PHONE 196 N£/?/c£L. Te x a s

FOR RENT— Clean bed-room, 
man and wife or gentleman. Ga­
rage. Mrs. H. C. Williams, phone 
171. It

WANTED— Cotton pickers to 
pick about 10 or 15 bales of cot­
ton. o f which, about half is first 
picking. House furnished. See 
S. F. Haynes, Merkel. tf

LOST— Rear Lamp and number 
for Ford Car. Number 135.421. 
Finder please notify O. A. Smith 
Trcnt Texa.s. Ilt2p

Do you know who is to be 
hostess at the Tea Party? Why 
yes Mrs. Nancy Bell Smith of 
course. tf

WANIS y O U R l R K
John Me Donald
Contractor & Builder. 
Plans Drawn and Esti­
mates made on short 
. notice.

Merkel, Texa.s

Farming seems to be the oi*der 
of the day here, every one is 
busy tilling and preparing the 
soil for the 1921 crops and- at 
the same time hoping it will 
prove more profital)le than the 
1920 crop did.

Mr. E. M. Massey and family 
spent Sunday with friends ovf>r 
in Sandbun* vicinity.

Mr. and Mi's. Irin Street are 
the happv parents o f a baby girl 
hoi-n on the 1st.

Our Sunday School students 
werc happily surprised Sunday 
afternoon when Bro. Black of 
Simmons College drove over and 
delivered a very intercsting ser­
mon.

We leani that therc is to be a 
sort of folks rally here the 4th 
Sunday afternoon. A lai'ge 
crowd is expected also fine sing­
ing if you have a musical voice 
bring it along well tuned.

Mr. Louis Click and Miss Mary 
Ridenbach happened to a very 
sad accident Sunday afternoon 
when the car in which they were 
riding suddenly refused to be 
controlled and tumed bottom up 
into a ditch leaving them in a 
very critical condition, however, 
they were soon excavated with 
no injuries except a few bruise.s. 
Not that we wish to make a 
joke of a tragedy but they were 
on their way to Merkel to be 
married.

Mr. G. C. Siirgent and family 
spent Sunday with relatives on 
Salt Branch.

Mr. Bill Biggler is building a 
little cottage over on Miss Liz­
zie Glennyvikle’s place seems 
kinda strange yet we do not 
meddle. A Hob-goblin.

Evei'y fa m  house should have 
these gardens— a vegetable gar­
den. a fniit garden and a Dower 
garden. This trinity o f gardens 
mav he a triangle o f gai*dens," ' 
with the apex pointing upward 
to prosperity and its base rcating 
upon home inependance.

The vegetable garden should 
supply the family table with 
fresh vegetables with a surplus 
to put up in brine, dry and can 
forwinteru.se.

TLo f  1-nit fhould con-
' ir fi-;-'< :»■ p" ->i>es, Wack
Ikm' 1 wi.ivvbeivif ’ -iwbem’es 
and other fruits, suitable a 
.small arca. The orchard proper 
should be large enough and car­
ed for sufficiently to produce all 
the peaches, apples, pears, plum 
cherries, and if in citros belt, 
oranges, grapefiniit, kumquats, 
etc., needed for the home.

The Dower gai'den may not af­
ford any income, though some of 
them do. It may not have any 
utility value' at all. But it is 
sure to have ethical value, re­
fining inDuence and pleasure 
moments foi* the gai*dener. It 
may bespeak the rcfinement. the 
taste, the knowledge and the ai'- 
tistic temperament of the giir- 
denei*. The home adorned ' 
and beautiful by a flower 
garden will be a happier home 
and generally worth a great deal 
moi e than therc are no Dowers. 
— Farm and Ranch.

DIED LAST FRIDAY '•<v

NOTICE

Ml'S. Harrell, wife of G. W. 
Hai'iell, of the Salt Branch com­
munity, died at the family i*esi- 
dence in that cohamunity on last 
Friday, and w a s^ id  to rest in 
Rose Hill Cemetery, this city 
the following day.

Deceased had been in bad heal­
th for a long time, had reached 
the ripe old age o f 62. We ex­
tend sympathy to the bereaved 
relatives.

Í

New-shoe shop just opened 
for business in the Sears block 
just north of the Commercial 
motoi' Co. We do all kind of 
fine shoe repairing. AH work 
guaranteed. We will app'.eciate 
your pati'onage. 4t2p

BRIDC.ES & BYRD

BANK CI.OSING NOTICE

Eliza Ann Lick.skillett told me 
she had a postal card from Mai- 
andy Haitshorn and .she and 
Sally Sue Daggett from Dog- 
town were a cornin’ to that Tea 
Party. tf

Notice is hercby given that on 
and after Februai-y 15, 1921, we 
the undesigned hanks in the 
city of Merkel will open our 
doorc each day during the week 
for business at 8 a.m. and clase- 
at 4 p.m. We thercfore kind­
ly ask our patrons and the pub­
lic to take notice and be goveni- 
ed errordingly. R. O. Anderson. 
Ca.shier. Fannei's State Bank, 
L. R. Thomp.son. Cashier. Farm 
rrs & Merchants National Bunk.

If you need any hauling see— i 
J. R. Baze, phone 18. tf

Peace Maker Flour, at G. M. 
Sharp’s tf

9
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Victef In N«n\arkabl« Cambat With 
Dafl. aa Raporta4 by “ Hanaat and 

Upright Paraan.”
\ ---' Ruanall Thoni|i*on of Saraaota, a

•Oteil angler ami ileitler In Hulling
tackle, conHciiueiitly a very lioiiest and
apriglit ii^raou, baa aubiultted the fol-
lawliii;. viith aflldavlt attaoheil to tha
norldu h'laheriuan.

"Laxt Sunday morning I baptiened 
ta be atnnding looking out the win- 
dan. All at once Hr. Jack ilallon'a 
bird and bound dog came down the al­
lay with Ilia hack feet over hia neck 
(|n the act of running) and Mayor 
Bdwnnla’ rabbit in Hie lead. The rab 
bit la a very large afiei '̂liiien of the 
rodent family and well able to cure 
for blmaelf, aa well aa the dug who 
bappena to be a combination bird 
rabbit, coon and aiiylhing clae that 
bappent to be In alght. Well, it waa 
not long liefore the aaiue pair came 
hark, but the rabbit waa nut Id the 
lead. Rulie, the dog, and the rabbit 
Pla ye<l for alKiut twenty minutea up 
and down the alley. In the buck yarda, 
and 8«*eiued to l>e having a wonderful 
time, when all of a auddtm the rabbit, 
tiring of aurh amnaement (please lie- 
lieve me). Jumped and bit Hr. Jack 
Ualton’a dog under the nei-k, then 
to do the Job up right, kicked poor 
Major several timea, thn« ending the 
mom I Of'a ezerciae.”

T Gem Theatre
The House o f Good Picture.^ — Your Patrona^i'e is Appreciated

PROGRAM FOR WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11

(HIE HIGH SCHOOL A DAY

Far Twanty-Eight Years That Has I 
Baan tha Racord This Coun- | 

try Has Made. |

In a pamphlet on high schools In i 
this country, lasncM by the fe<leral bu 

I rean of education, it is stated that the 
total numlier of these achoida In 15)17- 
18 was 13,951. The mailing Hat of 
the bureau Includea the names of 
18,300 high achorda. Tlie iiumiM'r 
o f  tlieae acliools lias tiicrea-ed over 
452 per «-ent since 1H5*0. This means 
that one high school has been estab- 

\  llthed In tWs country each day in 
«M tl '^ le n d n r  year since a high

^  f^hool a dny for 2S years.
V In 185)0 00.8 |>er cent of the h'gh 
schools were under public control, hut 
In 1018 the public-controlled liigh 
acho<ils were 87 jwr cent of the whole.

The average size of a city high 
school Is tL53 students and of a rural 
school 55) students.

In 185)0 only 312 p«»rsons In each 
1.000 |)opulatlon were enrolled In puli 
He high schools. In 1918 the com-- 

' j«pondliig niimlM-r was 15.6, or almost 
tire times as great a proportion. Cali­
fornia lends in high-school education, 
•with 27 persons out of etch 1.000 in 
tha po)>(ilatlon. Kansas Is a close sec­
ond. with South Carolina at the bot­
tom of the list, with 5.3 persona.

Friday—
KFGKNK OBRIKN 

in “ The Fijiuieiiead’ ’
A Select Feature 
“ Selznick New.s’ ’

A Splendid Educational and 
Ford Weekly

.Monday—
TN O ER NORTHERN LIGHTS’
A Special Feature o f the Cana­

dian N. W. Mounted Police 
With all-star cast

Also “ Pathe News”
News while it is new

Wednesday—
HELEN GIBSON 

in “ The (ioideii States Bandits”
.U ANITA HANSON in 

“ The Lost City”
BILLIE WEST 

in “ Happy Bride”  -

Our Pictures are All New

, Saturday—
WILLIAM ,S. HART 

in “ Man against Man”
RUTH ROLAND 

in “ Ruth of the Rockies”  
Two-reel Comedy 

“The Hero”  and Ford Weekly

Tuesday—
WILL RODGERS in 
“ The Stranjre BoaJ'der”

It’s a Goldwyn Feature 
“ Facts and Follies”

“ My Kingdom for a Meal”
»

Thui*sday—
NEAL HART 
in “ Sky Fire”

A bijr Special Feature. Eveiy 
one knows Neal. See him in his 

bijr .spiecial production
BILLIE FRANEY 
in “ The l..andlady”

and the Pick o f the Market

X '

Th* Yallow World.
It U «ii«y to »or why China'! Im­

perial color 1« yellow, wrltea a cor- 
areapomlciit fn*m Yangnte river. Her 

Y rivers arc yellow, her long plains are 
1 yellow—e«iieci,niij- in a famine year 
® anch aa thia. nn*l a.a for her a«-ua— the 

tkoandariCM of her world—so deaert- 
piDctW' ta* their color that n string of 

'«unela croaalng them would look more 
In keeping than a atrlug of Junka. 
And TO one mn understand why the 

’ % very heart of the heart of China, the
j f  Imperial city, ahonld lie like n ahiin- 
-A meting lake o f golden tile« within li»r 
^  lotna-heslegt-d wall« Even against the 

i g . evidence of my own eyes I cannot l>e- 
'  Here that the Great Wall Is built of 

solid ordinary atom-» laid one upon the 
other. Itnther It seems mmilde<l onf 
o f the stuff of which the imitiniaina 
themselves were made, lung ago when 
the world was plastic and empty of 
a l l , save poasibillties. There never 
•was BO sinuous a thing as the Grertt 
Wall built by men, I think, ao slnuoiia 
and SO aspiring.

/
Does Away With Long Climb 

Bonietliing unusual has l>een iK'com- 
pushed In the completion o f the en­
trance to the Southwest mnsemn. In 
1-oe Angeles. The hiilldlng Is situ­
ated on a high hill and until recently 
It hns been necessary f»>r pedestrians 
to make a long and laborion« climb 
up the hill to reach the main entrance. 
Now, however, the climb haa been ob­
viated by an artistic aa well sa prac­
tical improvement. A tunnel. 224 
feet long, was bored Into the hill and 
ended in a large octagonal waltiag 
room, on one aide of which la a 
twelve-paasenger - electric elevator 
o f  the autooiatlc type. The elevator 
makes a climb o f 108 feet, delivering 
the passenger Into the main hall of 
the miisenm.

Copper's Valus as Alley.
Tbe nee o f a small prnportioa of 

copper In all Iron nnd atcel products 
•zpoaed to air and moisture Is ad­
vised by D. M. Buck, metallurgical en- 
glacer of tbe American Klieet and Tin 
Flate company. Tbe ua«' o f 0.15 to 
0.28 per cent. In nonrsl open-hearth 
▼ Bea«emer steel greatly lessens cor- 
>alon, bnt heretofftre tlie use of cop- 
r  stoel has been chiefly conflneil to 
ect Rtetal. It la esilniate«! tbai the 

of the sheet metal Is at least 
ed by the addition, t.'oppor melts 

..nout TOO degrees F. Iielow the aver­
age tapping temperature of tbe steel, 
and it diffuse« readily through the 
metal without tendency to sei>arate 
out afterward.

Savages Qlvo to Missions.
Two hundred boys from tlio Nega 

fill! triliea o f Assam went to the war 
In Fi^nre, and all were buptiised Into 

ristian church while in tbo 
^ % y . I'poo returning homo every 
nc donated a month's pay to mlsaloo 
rorfc a.« a thank offering for their 
-eaenru iloti.

DR.VGGING OUT OF ML’ D I

Thermal district.s and remote! 
from markets, educational and 
social centers should take emer- 
prenc.v action on the roads. The.se 
communities could well afford to 
devote considerable time on the 
roads durinjf winter when field 
work is not pressing!:. It is our 
business as farmei*8 and citizens 
to go to toMTi and get back to 
the fai*m. We can afford to u.se 
our teams and our own labor to 
help improve roads.

No better wav has vet been 
found to maintain eaith roads' 
than with the road drag. Earth | 
roads drained, graded and drag-| 
ged will .soon become passable: 
and finally suitable for easy and' 
rapid travel for vehicles. With ■ 
a meeting at the school house! 
the neighbors may be interested; 
in the load; each agrees to drag! 
a certain portion. In a short 
time the community may be lift-j 
ed out of the mud. |

When one community begins | 
on the .same road and on other' 
roads may be induced to drag.; 
A got>d load maintained by a; 
community without high taxes, 
it the best reputation a neigh­
borhood can get. This will do 
more to encourage better .schools 
and bid higher for the citizens 
of other communities than any 
other work the community can 
undei'tiike.— Fai'n) and Ranch.

REAL ESTATE-INSURANCE
Farm Loans and Notary Work

Let us insure your property against loss by Fire 
Cyclone and Hail. Our facilities are the best 
obtainable for farm and city property.

I

We insure Autos against loss by fire, theft and 
cyclone at a nominal cost.

Cotton Inturanoo a Speoialty

Merkel locally Co.
Merkel Realty Bldg., Front Street

W. O. BONE Y

MARES WANTED

One or two gentle work mares 
4 to 8 years old. See or phone; 
J. S. Hnt.son, Up I

We are indeed grateful to Mr. 
Joe Holmes, one of our best citi­
zens for three subscriptions to 
the Mail, which he sends to two 
brothers and one son.

All kinds o f Garden and Flow­
er Seed at Bob Martin Grocei'y 
Company. tf

G U Y  E. L O N G B O T H A M
UASSEUR

I will be in your city Monday.s. Wednesdays 
and Fridays o f each week

Baginnino Monday Feb. 14

Will lie glad to give my services to you 

Consultation Absolutely Free

Located up stairs in the Boney & Jackson Building
Front Street * Itpd

DIAMONDS AND PEARLS
Are valuable luxuries and they are al­
ways greatly appreciated —but they will 
not be appreciated as much as—

A GOOD NATURAL PROTO
of Mother or Father,J|and Brotherifor 
Sister. And as time goes on they be­
come more valuable each day.

Good Photographs of Your Lovod Onot aro Not Luxuriös 

they aro Prieoloss Possessions

See us today and have that sitting made

“ PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE BEHER KIND"
— Prompt Kodak Finishing Service—

T H E  C O Z Y  S T U D I O
P H O N E  3 1 4 JNO. C. REINHARD, MGR.

WALTER JACKSON

.Rev. W. M. Murrell, pastor of 
the Methodist church, pronounc­
ed the words on last Saturday 
afternoon which made man and 
wife Mr. J. A. Î iewis Click and 
Mis.s Mary Annie Ridenbach. 
Both the contracting parties are 
well known and popular young 
p«‘ople residing near Merkel, and 
wa join their host of friends 
and admii'ei's in extending to 
them best wishes for a life of 
happiness and usefulness.

Oh who went and told about 
the Te*a Party anyway. Some 
Folks can never keep a seci'et, 
now they are coming from every­
where. tf

The Editor and wife had the 
pleasure recently o f a drive with 
Mr. and Mrs.* Lee Cox in their 
splendid new Dodge car out 
through the fine country south 
of Merkel as far as Elm Creek, 
and we must say that there are 
many fine farms throughout 
that section of the country and 
at evei'y farm home we noticed 
stacks and stacks of feed, and in 
.some fields we noticed considei- 
ahle cotton.

Polly Ann and Molly Fan Kil- 
dew sent word by Mariah PoU 
locks that they were a cornin’ 
to that Tea Party. tf

Another shipment of East 
Texas Ribbon Cane Syrup at A. 
L. Jobe’s. It

At last it is the Juniors' ti 
to wnte 'em, since the last Sen 
ior has been reached. Hats off 
to the Juniors so here goes.

It is not quite three weeks un­
til another final examination 
period. The days, like your hair 
are minibered. Each day con­
tains twelve golden working 
hours. Any defiency that we 
possess can lie remedied in time 
to escape irreparrable loss if we 
start NOW,

On last Friday afternoon Mer­
kel played Abilene for the cham­
pionship of Taylor county and 
lost by a score of 30 to 11 much 
to the sorrow of our boys and 
others.

A spirit has been arroused a- 
mong the classes in Girls basket 
Ball. Freshmen were winners 
over the “ Sophs” by a score o f 
1'2 to 6, but in a game with the 
Juniors lost by the score of 11 to 
13. The Seniors remain yet to 
be played. x

Ljust Thursday evening, the 
Seniors were entertained by the 
Juniors at the home of Miss 
Rosie liHuey. Both Juniors and 
Seniors were dres.sed in overalls 
and aprons. Forty-two. “ pig” , 
and several other games were 
played. Refreshments of hot 
chocolate and cake were sei'ved. 
Favors were minature purple, 
paper overalls and gold paper 
aprons.

Don’t be afraid to say “ I don’t 
know,”  It’s a sign that you 
know what you do know.

Who Knows?
How often we hace chapel? 
What Chicago means?
Wliy Coach Stevens doesn’s 

wear a hat.
How many times I can talk 

without having to stay in?
WANTED— Some one to help, 

me pick up papers o ff the floor 
between periods. Mr. Ashby.

Ruth Hollaway was at her 
desk Thui*sday moi'ning when 
the tardy liell rang.

ByeiN in Arithmetic: “ is the 
balance sheet supposed to bal­
ance ?”

Miss Smith instructing a clas.s 
in English called on Kennith. 
“ Kenneth.”  she said “ wTite on , 
the board. ‘Richard ran ride the 
mule if he wants to.’ ”  “ Now” , 
continued Miss Smith, when Ken 
nith had finished writing, “ can 
you find a better form for that 
sentence.”

“ Yes ma’am. I think T can” , 
was the prompt reply, “ Richard 
can ride the mule if the mule 
wants him to.”

cal coiicroo. an,i «tudenta of an.tou.^ Message from Mr. Sewell Har-

ed Friday aftenioon. My preci­
ous creampuff. Feeling much 
b e t te r  and leaving school. So it v  
forgot to write Tetter. Day pass­
ed too <;uickly; was obsem ng 
Junioi's.

Chaiiicteristis sayings of High 
School Dignitaries: Mr. Miller
“ They don’t do that way in the 
University.”  Mi.ss Wharton—  
“ Are your note books ready?”  
Mr. Burgess— " !  want to make 
another announcement.”  Miss 
Carlisle— “ You’ll giant that will 
you not?”  Miss Deal— “ I have­
n’t lost mv demerit book this 
time but I’ve lost my temper.”  
Miss Smith— “You haven’t studi 
ed yoiu' m'ammar le.sson.”

Mr. Burgess: “ Mabel what is 
bank discount?’’

Mabel Russell: “ Don’t you
know, I told you that yesterday.”  

Monday morning the students 
enjoyed a good chapel. Mr. Mil­
ler. accompanied by Mr. Wood, 
o'Rve two appreciated violen se­
lections. The Rev. Lane made an 
excellent talk that most cause 
each pupil to think to rosolve to 
work, and to detei-mine to be 
woi-th while to the world.

Forget to lie and try to do 
your best. /*■

Forget the grades on a month­
ly test. Forget to even have the 
blues. Forget the duck who 
wrote these rules.

A

H, D. Simpson returned last 
week from a trip to the Rio 
Grande valley, where he had 
been with several citizens of this 
community on a prospecting trip. 
He came back enthused over 
that country more than ever, and 
hopes and expects to assist 
many to become located In that 
country. Mr. Simp.son brought 
back several .samples o f fine lem­
ons, oranges etc., which he says 
grow there in abundance.

Jerusia Singletop. Flossie Hen- 
step and Samantha Bicklebicket 
will be some of the out of town 
guests at the Tea Party. tf

The secret is out, people kept 
on hinting until now it is gen­
erally known that the entertain­
ment o f the season will take 
place in the near future.

Men Who Repair Skoletene. 
Tliorp ar** two kind« of Kkoloton- 

OMMiilfr«—tlip biaie kiirgruii and ihe 
skeli-itMi-iiN'Oiiililcr. .\rt actiuolx. meill-

riHiulre an ar«-uraloly fOU«truct**d «Wei 
etoi) to aid In their work.

All the lioiie!« iiiu«t lie iiroperly aa- 
eortetl and carefully put toireth«’. 
Tliey are atning on tine wire«. The 
akeleton-H««eiiibler niuat alau |il> k out 
of the hiinrlreilH of odd himea tbat are 
aent him the 200 or more Imne« that 
bebiiig to tbe iiariieiilar individual t>e- 
iDg reemiatructed. It U not an eu«y 
taak. anil ihe price of skeletona Is 
Juatifled by tbe amount uf work re­
quired to eonatruet them.—Popular 
Science Monthly.

/

May Use South American Weed.
Tbe Peiin«.vlvanla railroad, owing 

to the uiipreceiidented coat uf railroad 
ties. ba.H decided to lnve.«tiga(e the 
adaptability of the hard wimmIs of 
Central and Houtli America for tbit 
purpoap. it la anuuuheeil. Nonnally 
tbe IVnn«ylvaidn syatein use« from 
5.000.0>l0 to Q.<I00.<I00 tie« aiiliiliilly. 
Tbe average net cost lia« rlaen fnll.e 
100 per <-ent since the lieglnnlng of 
tlie war. Kuriliermore. wbiie oak, 
which tbe company regard« aa tbe 
most ilealrable wood for tlea. !a be- 
lorniiig «career. Therefore, the eoni- 
l>any haa InqiiirleM under way to de- 
termne the comparative elieapneea 
and (lurahility of «oiitbiwn liMrd woods 
for railroad th's.

The Ueeleee Bell.
“The Iteli on your house haa beea 

out of (Hiler for weeks. I shoulB 
think .von would have It repalreil."

"Wliat’a the uxel Nohod.v ever 
ring« it any mure. Our frietida Jiiat 
ait out in their cars and loNik thekr 
auto horn« until w-e come to ibq 
door."

U. M. McNeese, who has been 
in the employe of the goveni- 
ment at Petrolia, came in recent­
ly for a visit to his parents here.

B. C. Gaither left first of the 
week for Tuscola, where he will 
spend some time with relatives 
there.

A. L. Jobe 
their children 
Sunday. ^

and uife yisited 
in Eastlend la.st

CARD OF THANKS

We take this method of ex­
tending our sincere thanks and 
anpreciation of the favors and as 
sistance extended us during the 
late illness and death of our I>e- 
loved husband and father. May 
the richest o f blessings re.st up­
on each o f you. Mrs. 1. C. Frier 
and children.

J
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We Have Received a Car Load of John
Deere Implements

Consisting of the Following;—

Disc Plows, Disc Harrows, Sulky Plows,
Single Row Cotton Planters, Double Row Cotton Planters 
Single Row Cultivators, Double Row Cultivators

When you are in the market for any of these Implements call and see us, as we have 
them in stock ready for you. We also have Water Hose, Rakes, Garden Plows,
Sprinklers, and all such things as you may need for your garden. iH Our stodk of 
Hardware in all lines is in good shape. <}i If in need of plowgear, such as Bridles, 
Lines, Collars, Hames, Chains, in fact anything in the leather goods line call and see us.

GROCERIES
We carry a full stock of Groceries 
at all times and prices are right

Whether it be Hardware or Groceries, we will appreciate your trade

GROCERIES

1 H
m -
k #1mI / - "

The Crown Hardware Company
TO THE MERKEL MAIL

/

There ai’e as you know, two 
bills before the p ie s^ t  legisla­
ture which are of particular con­
cern to thei division of our school 
system, i. e. ; the bill pei-taininjr 
to an appix)pnation to be made 
for the continuance of Rural 
State Aid and a bill providing 
for the retirement of about $1.- 
000,000 o f the state bonds in 
which the pennanent school fund 
is now invested, which money, 
if the bill is passed, can be used 
for the puixhase of school bonds 
offered for sale.

While all of the schools of the 
county are not, at this time, par­
ticularly concerned in the sale 
of bonds, all are deeply interest­
ed in the matter of the continu­
ance of State Aid. at least for a 
time. An appeal has been made 
by people o f all of our rural com­
munities to our Senator and 
Representative to this matter, 
and further communnication is 
being taken up relative to the 
bill which will enable the pur­
chase of bonds. The following 
is a part of a letter sent from 
this office through the schools 
to the Honorable John Russell 
and the Honoi*able Ben L. Cox:

“ While this is my first year of 
service in the capacity of county 
superintendent. I have already 
learned enough to feel assurance 
in saying that the Rurol State 
Aid Law has meant more to the 
roral schools of this county than 
has any other law passed in re­
cent years. When the law first 
began its operation, I think I 
may say that not more than a 
third o f the schools o f this coun­
ty were eligible for the aid. Im­
mediately, it became an incen­
tive for real improvement and 
this good work has continued, 
until this year of the forty-five 
schools o f the county, all are 
cla.s.sed as State Aid schools, ex­
cept two and these two hope to 
be able to be so classified at an 
eaily date. In this county this 
year about three thousand child­
ren are having instruction and 
opportunities that thev could 
not hope to ha'.’e wore there not 

■Buch a thing as State Aid. .\s

important as it is. I do not re­
gard the amount of money ap- 

‘ propriated to each district as the 
chief consideration. The effort 

I put forth by those districts in 
qualifying for State Aid. the val­
uable and much needed equip­
ment placed in the various 
schools, the splendid new build­
ings which have been erected to 
state plans, and the increase in 
maintainance taxes in most of 
the districts are certainly strong 
arguments for the continuance, 
at least for a time, o f this appro­
priation. In the Novembei’ elect- 

|ion. as you know, the school 
Amendment, wheroby a .school 
disti'ict may be allowed to vote 
what is needed for its support, 
was passed with a big majority 
vote in this county, with the ru­
ral di.stricts making a better 
showing, on the whole, than the 
cities. Since that time tnistees 
of four lural schools in the coun­
ty have consulted me in regal’d 
to what they can do next year to 
vote a tax that will, with the 
State Aid help, enable them to 
have three teachers instead of 
two, relieving badly crowded con 
ditions and to have seven months 
term instead of a six months. 
However it will be at least sev­
eral years before such conditions 
can be hoped for, in event our 
most progressive common school 
di.stricts, that even a fairly good 
.school can be maintained with­
out some assistance from the 
Slate Aid in .addition to the reg­
ular scholastic apportionment.” 

May I not urge that many of 
the public-spirited citizens of 
our towns .and cities add an a]> 
neal to what has been said in be­
half of our )-uraI schools? Sixty- 
nine per cent of the children of 
our state are tranied in rural 
and village schools. Can anyone 
afford to disregard the intejests 
of such a per cent of our future 
citizens? There are many men 
and women in this counti-y who 
have much influence with our 
law-makers and who will, I be­
lieve, be glad to use this influ­
ence to help in this important 
matter, if it is only brought to 
their attention. While, as you 
know, the State Department

gives proference to l)ond.s of! 
small .schools, beatuse, otherwi.se 
it would be almost impassible 
for these bonds to be disposed of, 
the sale of school bond.s is a mat­
ter o f concern to us all. May I 
not also hope that an appeal for! 
this bill, as mentioned, will bei 
included in the communication to 
our representatives?

I fear that the bill recently 
passed by the Legislature, de- 
fennng the publishing o f delin­
quent tax lists and i-educing the 
penalty for non-payment to five 
per cent, will result in the defer­
ring o f the payment of taxes, 
and the .schools, accordingly, will 
suffer greatly. Except for the 
interest on the payment fund 
and the four million dollar ap­
propriation. the state available 
fund comes from the payment of 
tiixes. Many of the schools 
have not collected their local tax­
es and have been depending en­
tirely upon state funds. It should 
be fully underst(X>d that further 
delay in paying taxes will mean 
delay in the state appi)itionment. 
To date there have been five ap-  ̂
portionments paid by the state, 
amounting to $5.50 per capita. 
This means that three million of, 
the four million dollars appropri-, 
ated have l)e€n paid. Under our 
present State administration the 
state apportionments are the 
most prompt our .schools have 
ever known, and if conditions 
were at all nonnal, no inconveni­
ence would be felt at this time. 
If th nresent Legi.slature does 
rot take action for a general ap­
portion foi the schools, thè ap- 
po»-tionmont per capita next year 
will- be reduced from fourteen 
dollars and a half to eleven and 
a half or even less. But for the 
text-book tax, this reduction 
would be to eight and a half or 
nine dollars. (If I may digross a 
moment here I should like to 
call your attention to some phas­
es o f the free text-book law, not 
generally understood, or over­
looked.) If this law were repeal­
ed. there would be a loss o f the 
fifteen cent tax leaving only the 
twenty cent maintenance tax to 
pay teachers’ salaries. 'This 
year nearly two million dollars

OurMeasureisFuli
On January 18 the State Inspector of Weights 
and Measures was in Merkel and checked up our 
Visible Filling Pump. It showed that when you 
bought Gasoline from us you received five ounc­
es over the amount you were paying lor, or that 
much more than enough to come up to the requirements ef law. 

We will leave the pump |ust as it it, and our customers will con­

tinue to receive the benefits ef same. Cj Full measure, prompt 

and courteous treatment is what you get here.

Give us your Next Order 2U4

Woodrum Filling Station

i .

w’ill go into the available school 
fund from the text-book fund. 
Furthennore, the free text-book 
amendment makes it constitu­
tional to vote funds for the 
schools from the general funds 
o f the state, ^̂ ’ithout this a- 
mendment neither the four mil­
lion dollar appropriation nor the 
State Aid appropiiation wiuld be 
constitutional. Certainly, much 
influence should be brought to 
bear upon our representatives to 
the end that our per capita ap­
portionment should, at least, not 
be reduced.

The membei*s of the Legi.sla­
ture are our lepre.sentatives; 
they will not go counter to wi.sh- 
es. if they are convinced that we 
really desire the passage o f cer­
tain measures. Let me urge a- 
gain that we do not delay, but 
let them know AT ONCE our 
wishes in the matters.

Vei*y truly yours.
. Ada D. Peaiw, County Supt.

GEM CONFECTIONERY
We are headquarters for, cold drinks, ice cream, 

fresh fruits, cigars, cigaretts and candies.

We also have secured the agency for the Acme Graph-
ofone and records and will have same on exhibit at the 
Gem. AGENTS FOR ABILENE STEAM LAUNDRY

&

NOTICE

I will have plenty of that good 
old J. R. Watkins stuff such as 
Toilet Artirles, peper, sage, nut 
megg. Spices, Havering o f all 
kinds, cough syrup, laxitive sy­
rup, cold tablets, salve, cold 
cream. Soap that will lather in 
hard water, shaving soap, face 
cream, shampoo, jelley, hair 
tonic, all o f this is giuaranteed

I to be pure. See me at the Mi 
kel Garage each afternoon Oi 

'call at my house at the South end 
:of Rose street. N. A. Dowell.

' About the time we were begin­
ning to urge our farmer frienda 

I that their future existance lay 
safe in the product o f the little i 
brown hen, the bottom fell oot^ ' 
o f the price on eggs. Another ^ 
case o f getting back to noi-maUT

/ • y
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Hardware is our business, and it's our 
business to have and get what the Mer­
kel and Merkel trade territory want in

HARDWARE
$

Just Received—
Shipment^ of Galvanized Roofingf, Fence 
Wire, Poultry Wire, genuine Mr. Bill 
Sweeps, Doubletrees, Singletrees, d e v ­
ices, Etc. We carry a complete line of 
Shelf and Builders’ Hardware.

We want to please you in both 
Quality and Price.

T ry  us if it’s Hardware you want

Liberty Hardware
T h ir d  d o o r  w e s t  o f  P o s to ff lc e

Nl^BIA SPEAKINGS

i. -

t%.
i“

Brusing over e ('>'■ n ■ of 
the community quite lapuily we 
find the week ending quite rec- 
ommendable for the Dotting re­
port.

We wish to correct an error 
f  last weeks issue, that o f Mr. 
.ouis Butman’s departure. He 
lid not go to Brecken ridge o\v- 
ing to business trelations lihat 
i^ in e d  him.

Mr. Jack Dunlap and family 
of Vernon are here visiting rel­
atives it is understood, from in 
formation given the writer that 
Mr. Dunlap expects to locate 
here, temporarily perhaps.

Services were attended by a 
lai’ge majority over some of the 
previous sei-mons, and programs 
Sunday. A report can always 
^  made quite favorable for the 
community attendance. We re­
gret that the pastor of the Bap­
tist church was detained from

his po.st here this Sunday. Never 
theless the appointees sent to 
fill his vacancy delivered some 
interesting seimons.

Two unknown parties from 
West Brook, entered the house 
of a particular friend of theirs 
They located the cuplward of a 
small lunch, and left a note stat­
ing they were thanked to the 
owner for so much as they took 
also stating they were pals of 
three years ago. The owner 
wi.shes to say they wei'e more 
than welcome.

Miss Lola Blackburn interbiin 
ed at her home Sunday. Miss 
Bessie Brooks, nina Reynolds 
and little Agnes Dunlap later 
joined by the latter’s sister Opal.

Mr. J. L. Ciirgill .and family 
spent Sunday afternoon with his 
son and daughter-in-law.

The coming event strikes the 
writer with a longing hunger 
that awaits the all-day dinner, 
that is to be spread for one and

a half hours Saturday befoie the 
first Sunday. To be exact. Sat­
urday, Febi’uai’y 26. There 
will be a three-day seiwice be­
ginning Thursday night before 
the fii’st Sunday in April. All 
aie invited, no one slighted. 
Don’t forget a big basket, well 
ticked with chicken, and other 
accessories, including an open 
ear to the speakers.

The Nubiaites have ananged 
a piogram for the Thiid Sun­
day of this month, to be deliver­
ed at Mt. Pleasant. Look out 
Mt. Plea.sant you are going to 
hear something. (B.Y.P.U.) that 
is if vou will say youi-self.

Jersey Male

I have at my wagon yard a 
fine Jei’sey Male, for seiwice. at 
$2.00. W. A. Helium. 4t4p

Com and Com Chops, at C. 
M. Shaip’s tf

OPENING NEW GARAGE

I am glad to announce to my friends, old customers and 
the public in general, that I have opened in the Geo. 
Brown building on Kent street a

Oarage and General Auto 
Repair Shop

and have for your inspection the New Universal Oil and 
Fuel Saver, which gives you M o re  P o w e r ,  M o re  
M ile a g e  a n d  L e s s  N o ise . We also Vulcanize Tubes 
and will appreciate a share o f your business in our re­
spective lines.

TO CLIMB MOUNT EVEREST TOLSTOY IRKEO BY IDLENESS

British Reyai Qeographicai Sooiaty 
Said to Bt Contampiating Am- 

b.tioua Expadition.

T'noriiioua Inloreiit ha» iit*«‘ii aroi)s(‘ il 
by till* unuoiincmn<>nt that ihtj.Koyal 
GeoKrii|iiilcal HiK-luty cuntHinpiates til- i 
tini; out an exiiedltiou to ut tempt tlm | 
MRceiit of Mount Kveresf, in ili«* , 
Hiiiiulnyu.'). For not only la iIiIk the 
higliest inonntHlii on riie Klolie; hut it 
is iiIko tile world'K ni.VNtery innuiilpln.

AltliouL'Ii it wi’ .'. (ilscovered 70 yeiir* 
«Ito, MO l%uro|)e:ui liiiK yet MU'ceedeil 
In cettiiiu uiiyuliere neurer tinnì al>out 
flfty miles to it, niueli less aotting fiMit 
on Its slopes.

Tills is lierniiRe it so liappmis tlint It 
Is situated partly In Nepal and parily 
in Tibet, and the Kovernraenta of both 
these countries object to the presence 
of Kuropean esplorerà.

liesides thl.s the Nepal base of the 
giant mountain is in any case prac­
tically unapproachalile, owing to the 
dense Jungle growth, extending for a 
width of (Ki or 70 miles all round, and 
into whose depths no white man may 
venture and live.

The proposal now ia to attempt the 
ascent from tlie Tilietan side. This is 
doubtless (KiH.sIble, but whether the 
summit can be reache<l or not Is an­
other matter.

Moat experts say not, and point to 
the fact that the duke of Aliruzzl's 
attempt to scale Mount <ìodwln-Aus- 
tin, Kverest’s mighty neighbor, and 
the second highest peak in the world. 
resulte<l in failure.

He ascended as far 24,0iNl f*H‘t, hut 
was then oltiiged to turn back, owing 
to the dlftlculfy of breathing, due to 
the extrome mrefactlon of the air. 
Mount Kverest Is more than iW.OOO 
feet high.

ANCIENT HARPS OF IRELAND

Two Instruments, Each Having a Ola- 
tinct Purpose, Were in Uae in 

Olden Times.

The ancient liUh harp was of two 
kinds—a small instrument used chiefly 
for religious purposes, first h.v the old 
nrtdds ill tlieir rites, and later by the 
Christian hishopK and abbots. The 
other harp was large, and was u.sed 
in piildic assemblies and in imttles.

The liHi;pi|ieK were irAroduce<| Into 
ireland from t'aledonia. Tlow liad 
the same use in tlie Irish armies tliey 
now have in the Highland regliiienfs. 
Rut tile Irisli insde. In tis* coiirM* o f  
time, an IniprovenHSit. using hellows 
to fill the cliaiiter, Insteinl of the 
tnoiiih. and cotitinue<l Imitrovlng the 
InRlniment iinifl the union pip<‘s o f  to- 
day are the result.

As to early Irish har|>ers and llietr 
music fliere Is little known, hut at 
Qlie«'ii Kllfslieth's eourl. Irish tunes 
were popular. Of late huge isioks of 
ancient Irish meliMlies have been col­
lected and arranged. Petrie has at­
tracted attention to this field by hi, 
thorough investigation of Irish folk 
in lisle.

Literature of the Czech«.
Czecidc literature lias volunilnouR 

and Inipn-sslve accomplisliineuls to 
allow. Take, for example, Hoiieiiila's 
three great writers of the nlueteeiub 
century, Itobrovaky, Jungmanii and 
Falaeky. .lunginaiin eoropiled a Mic- 
tienary of tiie Czech language in five 
volumes. Falaeky wrote a work of ".iO,- 
000 pages on t'zeehlc history, and r*oh- 
rovaky wrote a grammar of Czei-hic. 
The most Indefatigable writer, how­
ever. was .larnslav Vrchlleky. fie 
translated I »ante’s "Divine Comedy," 
Ariosto's "tlrlando I-'urloso,’ ’ Calderon, 
“ PaMst.”  Walt Wliltman. as well aa 
works from French. Hebrew, Tlddi*h 
and Chinese. No one knows how he 
found the lime to do It. Among tne 
leading (.’zecli writers of the pretemt, 
Frana Hramek. ’■I’oman Kodicek, the 
Capek hrotliers and Theer rank high. 
—New York Kvenliig Fo«t.

EUGENE N IX Merkel, Texas

B«for« and After.
"Hefore and after pictures." said 

an opera singer at a l‘ hlladelplilH mu- 
Bical. “afford some very atrlkiiig cun- 
trasts. Thia la espei'ially true of bo- 
fore and after pli-tures of marrlago

"A man sut with pipe and hook end 
an |18 bottle of liom'li before the rail- 
ator one night while bis wife turned a 
three-year-oid dress.

"I'he man laid down ills book and 
tossed off his fifth drink of iiooch. 
His wife looked up at him calmly, and 
suld:

"  ‘George, when you pro|iosed to ma 
you said you were n»»i worthy to nr.do 
the latchets of luy ahocs.'

“George stared at her in aiuaz«>inML
**‘Weil, wliat of Itl' he snarled.
•• •Nothing.* she answered; ‘oiUy 1 

will say for you that whatever 
you were, you weren't a liar.' *

LatUr Writtan by Ruaaian PMIo» 
opher Condenms Lit« Led by 

Indolent Men of Meane.

The Vusslsche /.eltuiig prints t'ne 
following letter by Tolstoy, wrliliui in 
18H-I. w'iili ihc remark tiint it lias nev­
er before been luiiillshed except in 
Itiissiun. and tliut its value lies lii|the 
fact that us early ti.s 1SM4 Tolstoy had 
about nmde up Ids mind to do what 
he did In lOlO—leave home and live 
i»u- life of a peasant. The letter roads 
In part:

“ I Hill living in the country, involnn- 
tarlly act.'ordlng to a new inuthod. I 
go to bed early, gel up early, write 
very lllile hut work ii great deal, eith­
er milking bmits or mowing hay. 1 see 
with Joy (or possibly it only seems 
to me like Joy) tliat there is some­
thing up in my family. They do not 
condemn m e; as a matter of fact, they 
seem Hshiiined of themselves.

"Wlmt miserable creatures we are 
and how we have all gone astray. 
There are u great many of us here, 
my own cldldren and the cldidren of 
Kusmiusky, and nobody does a thing 
hut gulp down food. They are all big 
and strong, yet tliey do notidng. Pe<»- 
ple in tlie village nre at work. My 
chlldn-n eut and make their clothes 
and llieir riHuus dirty and that is ail. 
Kver.vildng Is done for them by some- 
bo<ly else, yel tliey do nothing for 
unybiHly. And worst of all, they aeeni 
to feel iliiit it is as It should be. Hut 
I have liad my own part In liuilding 
up such a s.vsteiii. and I can never for­
get It. I feel that for tlieiu 1 am a 
trouhle-feie. But It Is clear tliat they 
are lieginiiing to see that tills cannot 
go on this wa.v forever.”

HAD ND CAUSE FDR WDRRY

India Ink Really Chinese Ink.
The Intensely lds*'k Inks have vsrl-; 

ons sorts of finely divided carbon a* 
their pigmeiii. ami the vehicle In most 
Instances is some tyfie of nil or var­
nish. Intlln Ink Is tlie name often ap­
plied lo wlist Is In reality tHilliese 
Ink. The liest of lids variety comes 
from the .Vidiul province and Is made 
from the lamp Idnek prtslm'ed when 
wodl oil Is slowly hiiriieil in one earlli- 
enware vesv,-| und the soot or lamp 
black pnidiic»-d Is eolho-ted on the 
sides of u .s*‘i-i>nd .lar placed uhove the 
first. .\ iMisio Is made with varnish 
end pork fat and tid« is then mixed 
with glue. Some Ink Is mude frain 
the so«»t of sesjiiiie or rapesecd oil. 
hut In aiiv case the luiste Is jiressed 
Into molds. There are. of «•nurse, 
many grades o f this Ink, the lower 
iielng made from the coarser s«s>t nnd 
glue. In liipt the Chinese expor'«Ml 
127,0<io (MMiiidx of this Ink.—Scientific | 
.American Monthly,

Under the Circumitancec Wach White 
Could Afford to Live Life of 

Elegant Leieure.

Senator Giuniui of L»akota whs 
analyzing n political opiionent at a 
Dakota lun<*iieoii.

"The man is had through and 
through," he said. “ He’s actually so 
bad tiiut he udstakes badness for 
goodness -Is proud of himself. In 
abort.

"By Jove, he makes me think of 
I’ ncle Washington White. As Uncle 
Wash luHf«sd In front of the poolroom 
one morning the preacher's wife 
Slopped and snld:

“ ’ Wusldiigtoii, wliy fkin’t you go 
to «orkT

“OIil \\iisli While, as lie puffed 
sereiiel.v on his corncoh, answered:

“  "Bekase ,\h got a wife an’ chil­
dren t«w siipiio't—'

’‘ ’But.’ the preaeher's wife impa­
tiently liiternipted. ‘you can't support 
them h.v loafing here In front of this 
p o id room .'

"  ‘Kx«-iise me. Miss' Fo'thly,’ said 
Wasli. with dlgidty. ‘Lemme finish 
mall remark. Wot Ah means toe say 
Is ilmi .Ui's got a wife an' clilllun to« 
suppo't me.’ "— Detroit Free Press.

GUESS WKti i

P R O F E S S I O N A L

DR. CAM BIU.
— D-e-n-t-i-»-t—

Office Hours 8— 12 a.m. ;1— 5 pm 
Over Woodroof-Bragi Co. 

Office Phone 116

DR. MILLER
Over Woodi’oof-Bragg Company 

Physician and Surgeon 
Eyes Te.sted and Glasses 

General Practice

G. W. JOHNSON

Insurance— Notary Public
Over Woodroof— Bragg’s Store. 

Merkel — :—  Texas

W. W. WHEELER 
Real Estate, Fire, Accident and 

Tornado Insurance Agent. 
Notary Public. f

Office over Crown Hardware Co. 
Merkel — :—  Texas

W. P. MAHAFFEY .• *
Attorney at Law -

Merkel and Abilene, Texas 
Merkel Office in rear Farmera 
State Bank. 22Septl7

CITY TAILOR SHOP
I.adies and (ients Work.

All Work Guaranteed 
Will call for and deliver work.
Phone 189 Front Street

DR. R. I. GRIMES 
Physician and Surgeon 

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 5 p.m. 
Phones 105-163 Res. 165

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 
Surgeon Dentist

Office over Fanners State Bank 
Office Phone 306

DR. CHAS. F. WILUAMS

.Chronic DiseaLses a Specialty.
General Practice 

Office Phone 280, 105 Res. 270

W e’ve been riippinpr around in 
your town for  several weeks taking 
stock on Who’s Who in the grocery 
business. • • •

There’a one store here that’s CSV» 
tainly a top-notcher.

« • «
Wonder if  you good folks know 

what a real, live, up-and-coming 
merchant you have here. Never 
saw one in a big city that can best 
him.

« « «
He has a well selected stock o f  

high class goods in his atore. Prac­
tically everything a progressiv  
community could want.

• • «
For these reasons and fo r  others, | 

we have arlcctcd him as a member I 
o f “ The Merchant o f  the Gold i 
Plume."

• « *
He will be the exclusive merchant 

in your town selling this best o f  id| 
cofiTee— Gold Plums.

e • *
. Gold Plume Coffee, is a  high 
grade, specially blended, steel-cot 
coffee. It ia toasted— not roasted 
— which insures a rich, mellow flav­
or and uniform strsngth.

• • •
W e’ll make this o ffer—

• .  e j,
T o  sny woman sending os tbB i 

name o f  the Grocer we have select- ' 
ed to be the MERCHANT o f  tho i 
GOLD PLUME, before the an- | 
noancement appears in your local | 
M per, we will ^ v e  fi pound o f  Gold 
Plume Coffee FRETE. Go to this 
merchant and he will give yon the 
coffee aa soon as we can sldp it  t o  
him.

• • «
Begin gassstng tedsy.

F t,S m ith  C o ffeeC  m patt^
WK‘Sm ith, A rkt $m$

E. D. COA’TS 
Real Estate, Oil Stock, And 

Notary Public
“Pf.'.sent Ptiahunlas Lease and 

Royalty Co. of Dallas 
Office Front St. over Geo Went. 

Building

CISCO FLORAL COMPANY
Cisco, Texas

Blooming Plant.s. Ferns, Bed­
ding and Vegetable plants. 
Nursery Stock. Spring bulbs 

Send for Price list 
I Funeral design.s always open

CITY BARBER SHOP
On Front Street 

A Clean, Sanitary Shop 
First Cla.ss Service 

Clark and Baird Proprs.

It Is s powerful and seientifle 
combination of sulphur and other 
healing agents for the relief and 
cure of diecasce of the akin. It 
lo especially effective In the 
ITC H IN G  V A R IE TIE B ; giving 
instant relief from the Itching 
end smarting aeneatlons and by 
Its germ-destroying properties It 
exterminates the microbe which 
Is the cause of the eruption, thus 
curing the discesc completely.

LlttcIFs Liquid Sulphur Com­
pound Is used In all eases of Ce- 
zeme. Tetter, Berber's Itch, Pso­
riasis, Herpes, Rash, Oak and 
Ivy Poisoning, also for relieving 
the annoyance caused by chig- 
gora and mosquito bites.

In the treatment of ICZR M A 
— the moot painful and obstinate
of all skin 
the mi 
known.

Is one of 
aucceeeful remedlee

tacUetaa MwSiMMh. laeseBeSIJS 
MBH F. M U n . F l^  ft tS*^ BIl
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BANKRUPT STOCK
High-Grade Merchandise, consisting of Men’s, Ladies’ and Chiidren’s 
Ready-to-Wear, Dress Goods, Siiks, Shoes, Hats, etc., all of the best of 
makes, offered to the public at ^

A Fraction of Original Cost
This is your biggest and best opportunity to secure your wants for some time to come. You know 
the quality of goods handled by this store, formerly known as the E. Seigel and Economy Store, 
which was sold to the highest bidder by the Federal Court at public sale.

We Are Going to Sell This Stock of High-grade 
Merchandise to the Public for 30 Days

Come expecting and you will get the biggest bargains that have ever been offered you in Merkel. 
Your Quarters will now buy what your Dollars formerly did. Read below some of the bargains. 
Space does not permit us mentioning more.

Mens fine suits, Schloss Bros, and 
other highest grade makes, all wool. 
These suits sold up to $85.00 
Your choice..............................$ 1 9 .9 8

$20 and 22.50 Edwin Clapp, highest 
grade mens shoes, in all desirable styles 
go at this sale at choice........... $ 9 .9 8

$15 and 16.00 W . L. Douglas fine 
dress shoes in a large assortment of 
styles, your choice......................$ 7 .4 9

$25 Combination Stetson lace boot, a 
good one, sale price.................. $ 1 0 .4 9

Ladies finest quality shoes, high and 
low heels, including a very nice line of 
low shoes and pumps 
$7.50 kind for............................$ 3 . 9 8
$9.00 kind for..................................... $4.98
10.00 kind for..................................... 6.98
One lot of shoes and pumps, up to 
$15 kind, for.......................................... 2.98

LADIES HATS — Every hat in the 
house, prices were up to $25. Come in 
take your choice of any ladies hat in 
the house for...........................  $1.08

Best grade J. & P. Coats thread 10c 
quality for per spool.......................... 5c
$2.50 & 3.00 best grade union-made 
overalls, Bankrupt Sale price.......98c
25c grade work sox, Bankrupt sale 
price............. .......................................lOc
35c Best grade bleached domestic, such 
qualities as Hope, good as gold 
Bankrupt sale price, per yd.........15c

A  big line if blankets and comforts at 
Your O w n Prices

$12.50 Ladies all-silk poplin dresses, 
in all colors and sizes 
Bankrupt sale price..................$ 4 .9 8

Ladies Fine Silk Dresses— Our entire 
Stock of Tricotine, Serge, Georgette, 
Taffetas, Messeline, etc., dresses that 
sold up to $65.00 , for your choice
Bankrupt sale price...............$ 1 0 .9 8

Come early and get your pick

25c Huck towels, large size, each 1 2 c  I

$10.00 and 15.00 Mens finest quali­
ty crepe and silk shirts 
Bankrupt sale price...................$ 4 .9 8

35c to 50c best grade gingham 
Bankrupt sale price, per yd .........15c
Best grade blue shirts, that formerly 
sold up to 3.00, bankrupt sale_._98c

All sizes, up to size 20

Up to $18 Stetson hats, Bandrupt 
sale, take your choice............... $ 7 .9 8

$15.00 large and small brim fur hats 
Bankrupt sale price.................... $ 6 .9 8

$8.00 and 8.50 Mens best grade work 
shoes, goodyear w e lts ............... $ 3 .9 8

One lot fine all-wool ladies sweaters, 
values up to $15, your choice $ 3 .9 8

$2.00 to 3 .00 fine georgette and crepe 
de chine 40*in. wide, in all colors 
Bankrupt sale price, yard......... 98c
$1.50 quality mens ribbed shirt and 
drawers. Bankrupt sale p rice___69c
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DON’ T BE MISLEAD, LOOK FDR THE RIGHT PLACE, FORMERLY THE

E C O N O M Y  S T O R E
Two doors above Post Office Beasley Building, Merkel, Texas
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