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TRENT EDITOR CLAIMS 
ILLEGAL DETENTION

CHRISTM AS “ DON'TS”

Don't place li>{hte<l candles on 
the Christmas tree.

Don’t allow small children to 
handle fireworks.

Don’t have Christmas bonfires.
Don’t allow an accumulation of 

wrapping« from Christmas‘pack- 
a{?c-o, packinK, etc.

Don’t decorate Santa Claus or 
the Christmas tree with cotton 
or inflammable material.

Don’t place lit^hted candles in 
window.

Don’t let a fire from careless­
ness mar your Christmas joys.

s. SPENDS TWO NIGHTS  
IN  NOODLE DOME 

CALABOOSE

FELIX JONES
GETS P ARDON

Alleifinif arrest Saturday by J. A.'l 
Adam.*;, deputy sheriff, Xoodle Dome, 
Jones County, P. II. Armistead, 
formerly o f Lawn, Texas, and editor

Local Chevrolet Dealers 
Win Ris:ht to Eat Tur­

key 'Instead of Beans
Turkey or beans— which?
Win and you feast on turkey— 

lose and you diet on beans.
This ia the novel inspiration in 

the nation-wiiie rales co:;test beinic 
conducted this month within the 
great sales organization of the Chev­
rolet Motor Company.

Winners were those who delivered 
the largest percentage o f their \o-of the Trent Texan, claims he wa.s 

detained Satunlay night, .Sunday and ¡vember quota.
Sunday night in the calaboose at j I*’ order to arouse a spirit o f com- 
Xoodle Dome, charged with “ making petition, dealers having the same
an improper publication in a news­
paper in which he cast reflection.s 
upon the standing of a woman.”

quota were matched. Lov.e-Brack- 
een ^lotor Company, local Chevrolet 
.Agency, was matched with the agen-

by Mr. Armistead to a representa­
tive of the Mail:

“ A t about 9:30 Saturday night 
Mr. Adams in company with Joe 
Brown, deputy sheriff o f Taylor 
county, came to my office in Trent 
and informed me I was under ar­
rest. He said I would ha%’e to go 
with him to Merkel where he would 
•take out his papers.’ We came to 
Merkel, accompanied by deputy sher­
i f f  Brown. While ther • '•cy aid 
they would take mo to N oo<11p Dnmt», 
which is in Jones County. I objected 
to that, and demanded that they 
take me to A'jilene.

•However, they took me to Nmitile 
D(<me and locked ir.e in the cala- 
boo.-te, chaininK me by the b'g. The 
next morning, which was Siindnv, I 
v.a o.ken to Trent and there keyt 
imnriioncd all day in a ga:age. 
Sunday evening I was again taken to 
Noodle Dome for th« night, which 
I --[wnt in the calaboose. 'I r .  .Adam.a 
slept in an adjoining room. I was 
not cha ned that night, bu. ta:- win­
dows had bars.

“ Sheriff Tom Hudson of Jone.s 
County came from Anson .Monday 
morning. He and Adams conferretl, 
and then started with me to Abilene. 
Wg wcut by-Xgant,.^tod awhgn we ar­
rived there I asked if I could get my 
mail. This was granted, and I was 
told to await them at my office. 
However, they never dame to ir.y o f­
fice. I saw no more o f them.

“ Judge Wheeler of Mcrkc’ called 
me by long dlrance telephone Monday 
evening and suggested that I come 
to Merkel and make bond, waive ex- 

_  J  _  . aniining trial and let the case go to
S t o r e  R l l d  C rT O C C ry  S t o c k  Ithe grand jury. I wa.s told by him

B l f l i r  B u r n e d   ̂ under anest.
“ .At no time during my arrest and 

detention was I informe'l what the 
charges against me were; and no 
warrant was read to me by any o f­
ficer.

“ Adams made obje-tion to an edi­
torial which appeared in my paper, 

i the Trent Texan. I intended the

Felix R. Jones, who was a resi­
dent o f Merkel some years ago, and 
convicted in El Paso county in 1918 
of murder and sentenced five to 25 
years in connection with the killing 
o f Thomas Lyons o f Silver City, New 
Mexico, in the spring of 1917, it is 
reported here this wc*ek was parodn- 
ed N ovember 23rd by Governor Fer­
guson.

The governor’s pr;K^lamaticn states 
that, “ The dcf**mlant is granted a 
full par<lon because o f more t^nn 
twelve years’ credit on said ^en- 
tence—

Jones has been a barber in the 
penitentiary for sometime.

In an affidavit made by Jones) 
August 2, 1925, concerning his case, 
he said that he had been indicted in 
connection with the killing o f Frank 
Battell of Coryell county. He ad- i 
Blitted killing .Alf Cugdell at Abilene, 

-«♦uVAlIrteil ti* did* so fn 'i<VIf-(tAfeP>e. 
He also said he had been indicted in 
connection with the death of Miss 
Florence Brown of Dalla.s, but that 
the State was never ready for trial, 
and no action was taken.

According to a report here, Jones 
has adult children and his w ife re­
sides in Fort Worth.

The following statement was made Mineral t\ells. As a re.sult
Lowe-Brackeen Company wa.s the 
winner and Me.ssrs. Lowe and Brack- 
een will, sometime in the near future, 
fea.st on turkey at *a banquet at the 
Adolphus Hotel in Dallas, while at 
the .<ame board the Mineral Wells 
dealers will absorb beans. We feel 
^airly certain that the Mineral Wells 
victims will not overeat, but as to 
our fellow townsmen—

Messrs. Brackeen and Lowe a'so 
won a silver loving cup awarded to 
the dealer in each district seM'rg the 
largest percent of their <iuota during 
the last ten days t f  November.

Mr. Geo. White, sale?man >r Lowe 
and Brai’keen, won a prize for n ĵm- 
ber of sales during this peri<rl.

MKKKKL TERRITORY  
DUE rO R  GREAT  

OIL ÜEVELOP.MENT

i lr . Brown accompanied hmi 'o 
Noodle Dome, and from there was 
conveyed home in a car by Mr. 
Adams’ son. Mr. .Adams st-.ites that 
Mr. .Armistead during his detention 
in the Noodle Dome jail wa.s furnish­
ed gx)d food, a comfortable bed ar.d 
was treated courteously.

Mr. Brown, deputy at Trent, stated 
over the telephone to a reprerentative

There are now nineteen rigs 
erected, fifteen tests drilling, in the 
immediate vicinity of and in practi­
cally every direction from .Merkel. 
With so much smoke, there is bound 
to be fire. It is the consensus of 
opinion o f everyone conversant with 
the situation that the advent o f the 
year 1927 will see the commence­
ment of widespread and intense ac­
tivity in oil development in this sec­
tion. Information coming from re­
liable, authoritative sources not read­
ily acce««ible to the general public 
is to the effect that the Noodle 
structure, which lies in part near 
•Mrkel, will be given an immense play 
in the near future. Every indication 
points to this conclusion such as the 
leasing of many large blocks of land 
lor tests by both major and minor 
companies and numerous independ­
ent operators. As a matter of fact, 
so much land is leased that there are 
no more large blocks to be had even 
at considerable distance from pre­
sent production.

Further indications are that the 
vast structure extending from Mer­
kel townsite to the southeast to the 
M. >ro Mountain.s, then to the north­
west to the range of hills south and 
southwest o f .Merkel known as the 
“ divide,”  will be thoroughly explored 
for oil. It is the expros-ed opinion of 
a number of ge>dogistr who have 
surveyed it, that this will prove to 
be one of the mo.«t prixluctive struc­
tures now known, covering, it is 
thought, a va>t reservoir of oil such 
as perhaps has never been discovered 
anywhere in the world, not excepting 
even the great fields of Baku in .the 
Caucasian .Mountains o f Russia, Tam­
pico, Mexico, nor the Texas Gulf 
Coast.

It can be said with due moderation 
that there will soon be in course of 
progress such considerable activity 
as will result in the discovery at

MARLAND NO. 1 MASON 
IS FOURTH PRODUCER

MAKES 316 BAR R ELS  
IN  SIXTEEN HOURS; 

W AS SHOT TH U R S.

SEI'RET.VRV CALLS .MEET­
ING OF EXECTTIVE BOARD

A meeting o f the Executive Board 
o f the Chamber o f Commerce is 
called to meet in the office on Elm 
stret Friday night at 7;30 p. m. A 
full attendance is desired that we 
may go especially over plans for work 
beginning January IsL We would 
be glad to have as many of the busi­
ness men attend as can find it con­
venient to do so.— L. R. Thompson, 
Secretary.

Residence Destroyed 
By Fire Wed. Night

Fire o f unknown origin between 
one and two a. m. Thursday destroy­
ed a residence here owned by Mr. 
Tucker o f Abilene and occupied by 
the families o f W. H. Kennedy and 
R. E. Cole. The fire, which started 
in a closet in Mr. Kennedy’s part of 
the house, is supposed to have been 
cau.sed by mice gnawing matches. 
The house wa.s insured, but in what 
amount we were unable to ascertain. 
No insurance was carried on the 
household goods, which were practi­
cally a total loss.

M/. Kennedy and his ’ ittle daugh 
ter ;;arrow!y escaped death or scr- 

iiou.s injury as a result of the fire. 
Under the tre - '.r excitement .Mr. 
Kennedy forgot the child for a while, 
but mi'sing her went to look for her. 
He found and conveyed her to safety 
just before the roof of the house fell 
in.

of this paper that he did not at any 
time arrest .Mr. Armistead, and that several distances and in »everal <H-

We are informed that early Wed­
nesday evening oi this week, the 
store building belonging '.o Cleo Hun­
ter, and together witli the stock of 

beim eirg t j  .'less.-s John­
son ¿i Robertson, were totally de­
stroyed by fire.

As to the cause o f the fire we have 
not been informed. A small amount 
o f insurance was carried on the 
building and stock o f goods, we are 
informed.

Nephew Dies In Fire
At Sagerton

In a fire at .Sagerton last week, 
in which a whole block of business 
hou.ses were destroyed and two lives 
lost with serious injury to severai

editorial as an attack on an anony­
mous letter I had received.”

Mr. Armistead appeared Tuesday 
morning Iiefore W. W. Wheeler, Jus- 

: tice o f the Peace at MerkA, waived 
I examining trial and furnished bond 
in the sum o f S500 f'O- appearanc* 
before the Taylor County grand jury 
January 3rd t • answer to the chahge 
quoted above.

Justice AS heeler stated that Mr. 
.Armistead appeared before him vol- 
unta.ily, and had never been actually 
i.rrc'*:eri on the charge. Warrant 1

he did not make return o f any war­
rant charging Mr. Armistead with 
any offense.

Frends o f Mr. Armistead at Trent 
went to Tuscola and there advised 
ether friend.s o f his situation, who at 
once communicated with Ef. L. Rus- 
.seil, Jr., of Baird, county attorney of 
Callahan county and nephew of Mr. 
.Armistead. Immediately upon re­
ceiving information of his uncle’s 
arrest Mr. Russell accorfiing to his 
statement to thi.s paper, made effort 
to learn Mr. .Yrmistcad’s where­
abouts through the sheriff’s office at 
.Abilene, but was unable to do so after 
three attempts. .Although it was 
late Saturday nigiit, Mr. Russell 
came to Trent, and spent Sunday and 
part of Sunday night in an unsuc­
cessful effort to locate his uncle. 
Late Sunday night he was given an 
intimation that Mr. .Armistead might 
be at Noodle Domo. L'pon going to 
Noodle Dome ho interviewed deputy 
Adam.s, who informed him that Mr. 
.Arn’.i.-tead was not his prisoner, but 
was p'laced in the Noodle Domo cala­
boose by Mr. Brown. Mr. Russell 

¡was unable to secure his uncle’s re­
lease.

rections from Merkel any oil pools 
that may exist in those structure« 
now surveyed. .And with the dis­
covery o f such pools will ensue oper­
ations so vast in scope as a whole 
as to be unprecedented in the his­
tory of the oil industry. This is 
portended by visible evidences of a 
strong current of activity. .And it 
would behoove those r.-ho contem­
plate engaging in such enterprise 
in Merkel a.s they deem profitable ta 
proceed with t ’-'eir plans on the 
basis o f an extensive oil develop­
ment in this territory.

ARSON CHARGE  
BOND MADE BY  

MRS. ROGERS

A U ST IN , Tex.. Dec. 16.— .Mrs.
Rebecca Bradley Rogers today was 
back with her critically ill husbam’ . 
Otis Rogers from whose hospital 
bedside she was taken late yesterday 
to answer an ars<>n charge filed at 
Georgetown in connection with the 
burning o f a house at Round R<« ’k 
F riday, the day before the robbe>-y 
of the Farmers National Band at 
Buda, with which she also is cha-g- 
ed. Just before midnight she fur­
nished $2,000 bond in the arson case 
and was released.

Rogers is in an infirmary here 
suffering from bronchitis.

Tom Nelson, president of the 
Farmers State Bank at Round Rc-ck. 

For New EQiupinent Austin police Saturday that a
'*’ ’•- aniwering the description o.̂

Marland Oil Company’s J. C. Msi- 
Bon No. 1 which came in a prvniuoar 
this week, is predicted will prudoci» 
400 barrels daily. This is baaaf aa 
the swabbing record for 16 fiuvOB 
ending at 9 p. m. Wednesday, whiels 
was 245 barrels. The well m Kitad 
a depth of 2627 feet Wednesday af­
ternoon, but no gas pressure wbb bi»- 
countered.

This well was given a threo-qaatC 
shot of nitro-glycerin at 3 pt ao. 
Thursday, but we were unable to  a s ­
certain the result o f the shot 
going to press.

Two pay strata were found in 
well, one at a depth of 2487 
which was pa.ssed, and another s t  
25«)9 feet. The second stratizBa is  
the one from which the well ia aam  
producing. The formation fnmm 
which the oil is coming is said 1 » 
ciin' ist o f 40 per cent lime and SO 
p<-r ='nt «and.

The Mariand Company has madr 
tw J .-n.ire Lx-ations op the iltmaa 
tra.t, and material, it is reported, in 
: V 1 th. gro’.ind for one welL T Iob 
make: five by this company on
t'̂ <‘ M.'4 *>n land.

I is belie.ed that Mason N'ijl 1 
will pe.jve the bt-si producer so fa r  
”1 the Noodle Crr k field a* fCs ini­
tial  ̂shfiwing was better even than the- 
discovery well. Winter Nc  ̂ I o f th*» 
Phillips Petroleum Company.

Late Wednesday Phillips Petroleus 
Company’s No. 2 Winter was d r i l l - '' ' 
ing at 2345 feet.

.Atlantic Producing Company's So.
1 E. Howell was caving badly a t  
2425 feet, and running six-inch cao- 
•ng.

'larlar.d Company’s No. 2 MaaoBr 
which is the west offset to W inta* 
No. 1. was drilling at 2250 iaat- 
Eight-inch tasing cemented.

.Marland Company's Mason Not S 
was drilling at 1050 feCt.

Hur’ey Oil Company’s Sears N «. I  
•vas drilling a 2S65 feet Thurxday 
evening.

Dr. Grimes To Dallas

Dr. R. I. Grimes left Wednesday 
for Dallas, where he went to pur­
chase considerable nt-'.v eqiupment 
for his new offices which he will 
open s<x>n after the first of the j'Par, 
in the West Building, over Bragg 
Dry Goods Company.

A new X-Ray and electrical ef|uip- 
ment will be among the fixtures and 
equipment.

BOY DROPS DEAD  
W H ILE AT W O R K

Bo.-i«, 15 year old i»on, o f Mrs. Cal- 
lie Carter, re-^iding so-jth o f town 
in the Canyon, .* reported to have 
dmpped dead Wednesday afternouo. 
while helping a farmer in the Stitli 
community build a dirt tank.

p;r: ..............„  .................. ,_____ —
.Mrs. Rogers had hung around the ;Commissioners Re­
bank Friday and had rushed in call-| p ^ m p J o y  C o U n t V  A g f e n t S  
inK lir*:' when a vacant frame cot- »- •/ » c»

other persons, Mr. H. A. Miller, re- for -'Ir. Armistcad’s arrest exhibited 
siding north of this city had a nep- by Mr. Wheeler bore no endorsement
hew, Mr. Philley, a young business execution by any officer. Jus-
man of that city to lose hb life in tice Wheeler stated the warrant did
the above disH.-»tî oui> fire. show that it had ever been

The young man was very popuiar 
in his community a^d was of most 
excellent character.

served.
The complaint against Mr. .Armis- 

stead was sworn out by deputy sher­
i f f  Adams, who also sv/ore out a i 
similar complaint against M. G. Jen­
kins o f Tuscola, Mr. Arniistad's 
partner in the Trent Texan. Mr. 
Jenkins sent word, according to Jus­
tice Wheeler that he would appear 
Cor examining trial Saturday. No 

practically destroyed last Thaisdap¡effort, it was said, was being made

Gafe and Barber Shop 
Soon To Open Again

Mr. J. F. (Shorty) Holloway, 
whose Cafe on front street was

night by fire, announces that new 
and modern fixtures have been or­
dered and -will soon be installed, 
which will enable him to open for 
business in more modern and upto- 
dato style than before.

Mr. I. F. Gilbert, proprietor of the 
Palace Barber Shop, conducted in the 
same building with the Holloway 
Cafe, also states that he will soon 
reopen with new and uptodate fix ­
tures.

BAPTIST CHURCH
BEING  COMPLETED

to serve a warrant on him.
Mr. / (̂lams in a statement Wednes­

day to a representative of the Merkel 
Mail said that he went to Trent Sat­
urday night to see Mr. .Armistead 
about the newspai>er article in ques­
tion, and was accompanied by Joe 
Brown, deputy sheriff of Taylor 
county, who resides at Trent. Ac­
cording to Mr. Adam.«, Mr. Armis­
tead accompanied him and Mr. 
Brown to Merkel, where the com- 

i plaints against Armistead and Jen- 
Ikins were sworn to by Mr. Adama. 
Their intention to take the prisoner 
to Abilene, further stated Mr. Adams 
was abandoned due to the extreme 
toad weather and condition o f the 
roads, and he was not placed in thq 
calaboo»e at Merket as it was unfit

NEW SPAPER  BARGAINS
We are Authorized Agents for The Abilene Jlorning 

News, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Dalla.s News, Semi- 
Weekly Farm News, Farm and Ranch and other New.s- 
paiiers and Magazines.

Bargain Days Open Until January 1st

We guarantee proper datings or will refund your 
money. WeVe here the year ’round.— Beware of Strangers.

We Can Save You Money On Clubbing Offers
t

The Abilene .Alorning News (Daily and Sunday) one year. .$4.70
The Abilene Morning News (Daily and Sunday) and The
Merkel .Mail, one year each ----------------------------------------------  5.50

Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily and Sunday) one yea r-------$7.45
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily and Sunday) and The
Merkel Mail, one year each -------------------- -—  -- ------------8.00

a

Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily except Sunday) 1 year------ $5.95
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily except Sunday) and The 
Merkel Mail, one year each ------------- . . .

tage rear the bank ignited. The 
bank st.'»ff, having bevome suMii- 
ci >u.s o f the girl, who said she was 
■‘Grace Lofton, newspaper woman.” 
paid no attention to her alarm. Nel­
son raid. It was he who gave the i 
authorities the automobile license i 
number which led to the arrest of 
.Mrs. Rogers.

At the hearing at Georgetown to i 
which Mrs. Rogers was taken it .vas 1 
testified that the girl who gave the i 
name of “ Grace Lofton”  had pur- j 
chased a box of matches and had I 
gone in the vacant house about 10 , 
minutes before it was seen to be 
ablaze. John Hyland ownc-d the 
house, which was said to be worth 
about $2,000.

Mrs. Rogers’ fight for bond last 
night was as melodramatic a< the

Wednesday afternoon the commis­
sioners court o f Taylor County voted 

^to -ontinue the ■work o f the county 
jagr:cultu:al a;id of the county home 
Ji mon.-tra-ion agenti, appropriatinir 

to 1' .vide for the work *J»e 
coming ytar. T ’̂ e court recorded sat- 
is.itcti ■,T Vvith the work of ihea*B 
agt: t-.

J. R. Masterson i..- county Hgnmd 
and .Mfss Caroiin (.hambers Is tJ*» 
home dtr: ager.t-

Farmers State Hank 
Building Remodeled'

______ 6.95

Work on coipptetioa of the Bap­
tist Church at this place as origi­
nally pia rated now undet way and
it ia expected will be finished this 
week. This includes cotnplaUoo of ¡fo r use, a cco^ itg  to Merkal officers. 
Sunday school rooms and aiMHtorivtn ||fr. .Adams riated that he offered the 
in the basement. Contractors, Bar-jcalabooee at Noodle Dome in which 
nee and Parker. (to place the ^isoncr. He said that

The Dallas News, (Daily and Sunday) one year .
The Dallas News (Daily and Sunday) and The 
Merkel Mail, one year each -------- ---------  --

The Dallas Newt (Daily c.xcept Sunday) one year 
The Dallas News (Daily except Sunday) and The 
Merkel Mail, one year each

Dallas Semi-Weekly Farm News, 1 year .
Farm and Ranch, 1 year $ I M ’, 3 years $1.50; y years. 
Holland’s Magazine 1 >’ear .50; .1 years 11.00; 5 years--------

- $6.95

7.50

$5.50

6.60

$ 1.00 
12-03 
$1.60

Work on tVe remotleling o f ♦hw 
Farmers t'tate Bank building e 
place r.a« boevi started, ar.

I building •. vll be ready for occupanegr 
prev-eding one and likewise re« iliing Februa.y 15. 1927.
in her freedom just as she wa.< '« in g  ^hc remodeling every f e a f r -  *
led o ff to jail. modem banking institution v

When she was free<i last night she ¿„..«rporated. All new fixtur. 
said. “ 1 have been from the lands of insUlleii. according to R. C. An-
the midnight sun to the beautiful i ^  president. Therw will
Everglades o f the sentimenUl south. ^  tcllar.7
I have seen the polar bears in their „rst Do<.r besides the
natural habitat, and the Petrified . „ j  ñxturfm n ecea *»»-
monkeys in the jungles o f South ^^e business o f the ha>U.
America, but in all my life, I never mezzanine floor, a new -
* w  such a fuss made over such a ^  customers’ lobby
litHe w.sp of a girl. ’ I equipped with l . t * t  ^

The condition of Otis Rogers wast^j^^^ ^oxes. E *** ,
somewhat improved today, according rem. d, |ed buildimr
to Dr. Joe Eckhardt. It is believed ^  building wi
pneumonia complications hav? been heated
averted and though fever is high and , „
he was sem.-conscious during t h e '^ ^
night, the intestinal paralysis is director, o f the
ing overcome and bronchial trouble 
improved.

,etitiition but upon Merkel.

Mr. L. W. Cox is another oT 
¡many enterprising fanners wheMarried Here
our thanks for the renewal o f 

Mr. Jimmie Daird Raney a i«l M iu  .^obscription to tiM Mail.. ‘F I*  
Ruby A ibell Young, o f Hamlin, were and laatily 
married at the Baptist parsnr.-ge by ; ‘.hanks t';e mtrtpt e f ee
the pastor. Rev. Ira L. 
Thurr Jay, December 16, at

Parrack. o f fine CO intry ca 
■1 - i ,1 tiue amak fcfx

S'



THE M ERKEL M AIL

The Radio Detective” 
A Hoy Scout Picture 

At the Cozy Theatre

Good Citizen Of Horn 
Community Dies

< I
Mr. Felix Howard, 58 years of aRo, 

a citizen of the Horn community, 
some ten miles north of Merkel, after 
a linReriiiR illness o f many months

The Troop Committee for the 
Boy Scout orjranization of Merkel is

rtl i brinifiiiK this interestinjf picture to, , . r i
■ the Cozy next Monday and Tuesday h “ '“  !>’ « « ' ‘ y “ t »he fanuly

niRht, l)ecembc.r 21st and 2»nd. residence, on Tuesday, December 14. ,
,, ... j T>_ . „  ...ill or, 'and was laid to rest in Rose HillThe tommittee and Troop will ap- i . . .  x

. II I».,..«., .cemetery, this city, on \\edne.sday a f - ,precinte pairotiaKe.— Herbert ra tter-i • ’ ;
. itermvin; Rev. Williams, of Abilene, I

son. ^̂ cout .Muster. , . . ..
___ _____  'coiiductinR funeral rites. ^

W « » »  i ' l l  1  ̂ deceased was born in (ieorjfia, i
S H l j f  C a k e  S a l e  S a t u r d a y  .moved to Alabama, thence to Texas J
5' --------  134 years bro. He leaves a wife aud |
jĵ l On next Saturday, December 18, children, one son and a dauRh-

the ladies of the Parent-Teachers .ter, both residinR at home. i
' club will hold a biR cake sale; same | 21 years he had been a faith-
j to be held in the salesroom of the fy j onerRetic member of the Bap-
.Merkel Motor Company.

The cakes will be furnished by the
tist church, and by his Rood life won 
and held the esteem and respect of

members o f the Association, and;the entire community in which he 
ladies desirinR delicious cakes for | resided.
their Sunday dinner will no doubt , __________________

jtmd kmd. «nd v.riotic, (ron. , ^yj|, preacll .At NoodlC
’ which to pick.

C'onclusion.s Seem Reasonable

.\ two-year international study of 
city transportation, has convinced 
the Rapid Transit Committw of the 
,St. Louis Beard of .Aldermen that 
street cars must remain the back­
bone of city service. The conclusion 

I is based upon iiersonul investiRation 
by the Committee, o f conditions in 
laiRest .American cities as well a.s 
European and South .American. , 

These are the out.standing conclu- | 
' sions and recommendations of the 
'Committee's repiort;
! .Motor busses will not supersede, 
but will supplement street cars.

Elder W. G. Cypert announces 
that on next Sunday he will preach 
at Noodle, at both the morninR and 
evening hours.

Everybody is extended a cordial in­
vitation to hear him.

ASK
A N Y B O D Y

Plan For Tax Sanity

■AddressiiiR the National Founders’ 
¡Association, James A. Emery ex- 
jMsunded five point.s, “ the application 

'o f which," he said, "would work a 
revolution in the betterment o f locel 
tax conditiens.”  as follows:

"1. Demand adequate provision 
for Bubi'.iis.-ion of bond issues to peo­
ple, limit capacity of the state rov-

FARMERS STATE SANK
■Motor bus competition with street , . , . , ,

V!i railv-ays causes wa-teful duplication 
of service.

i;- ^1 It(i <f strcc* cars may he in-
ci*a-eii. by .-eTeiat'iig them from

I

M ERKEL

ANDOFFICERS
J. S. S vinn. President 
R. 0 . iers >n, V. Pres. 
J. C. Mason, V. Pre«'
W. L. Diltz, C ishier

TE X AS

DIRECTORS
Herbert Patterson, 

Assistant Cashier

Dallas Scarbrough 
David Hendricks

oti-ei traffic and deciea-iiig the num- 
■ her of .»ti ps.

' .'»tn-et ca'- »i i\ice in the primary 
;; bu :re>s di trict suffers fn>m con- 

gestc .n. more than it c.-ntributes to
11 it.
I ‘‘ .A conseiialive e.-timate would 

11 place the street car rider.s at not less 
j than 75 per cent of the traveling 
public.”  says the report. “ It would 
.«eem that their interests should have
at least 75 per cent of the consid- »niir.ediate extravagant expendi-

take to confine the life of neccs.i-ary 
bond is.-ue< to the life of the improve-  ̂
inept against which they issue.

Urge adoption of effective hud-, 
get control of appropriation and ex- j 
l>cnditure |

“ 3. Develop demand for adoption, ' 
where pra-cticoL’.e, of a ‘ pa;.-as-you-| 
go,' ¡K>licy.

“ 4. i’ rsent ineach state, through 
an effective committee, information 
with re.-pect to local indebtedness and 
expenditures, and help to create a 
tax consciousne.ss that will help to

eration that is given to the trans­
portation and traffic problems.

“ City transportation for the great 
masses o f the people must continue

tures.
“ 5. Start an examination of local 

boards and commissions to abolish 
the unnecessary, avoid duplication of

to be provided by electric cars, sup- curtailment o f expen-
plemented by motor busses and rapid and improve administrative

efficiency.”

The Old Reliable

FARMERS & MERCHANTS NATI. BANK
Merkel, Texas
‘"Orjianized 1901.”

OFFICERS
J. T. Warren, Pre.s. G. F. We.st, V. Pré«.
Booth Warren, Ca.shier, F'. V. Gaither, .■\.>«s't Cashier 

Owen Elli.s, A.s.s’t Ca.shier.

J. T. W AR R EN  
G. F. W EST

DIRECTORS

SAM BUTM AN. Sr.

GEO. L. PAXTON  
BOOTH W AR R EN

transit tinea.”

A. R. Booth, who ha.s been very 
ill, is now able to be up and at his 
jrrocery busines v.

Mr. Jim Burns, one o f the splendid 
citizens on route four, left yesterday 
for a visit to his old home in Ten­
nessee.

Abuse of the authority vested in 
him by an officer o f the law should
no more be tolerated than should vio- i ma< Spirit, d' 
lation of the lav. n.ailing early.

I f  you are haunted by the Christ- 
your shopping and

Christmas Boxes, all sizes, 5c 
10c and 15c.— Brown Dry (ioods 
Co.

Between 191U and 1924, federal 
taxes declined 39 pier cent, state taxes 
increa*ed &7 per cent and that of 
their local subdivisions 56 per cent. 
That is, during the five-year period.

O IL ! O IL ! O IL !

Yes we have oil but our prices are 
Have vour kev ring checked with'^^^ average American family paid , the same as before we got o il.-B a -

name plate and addiess stamped on S92.6I less to Washington, and $61.31

same.
Stone.

Thev'll come back. j .  H. ,
Itpd

I .M:-. A. Walden and family, re
Mr. Joe Hartley has our thanks , on route four returned this 

C 'hristm as all size^. -K '* ■'’ "me n.en don't even have the say j for a subscription to the Mail, which "-eek from an extended visit to their
lOc and 15c.__ Br'.-wn Dry (iiH ids ‘"hat the> will give their wives ' he send.v to n..s brother, D. J., at

" ■ f '» ' Christma.«. | I'lainview.

ker & Wheeler Market. tf

Messrs. T. L. Odom and W. D. 
Swann, both prominent financiers of 
Tyler, Texas, were here first o f the 
week on business and visitors in the 

old home in Arkansas. They report ■ home of the latter's brother, Mr. J. 
hard limes in that country. i s. Swann and family

jC. B. BARNES H. W. BARNES

I Barnes Brothers
I Contractors and Builders

W E KNOW  .HOW  

Phone 229.

Plans and Estimates Furnished 

ÌF. L. BARNES G. W, BARNES

Mr. and Mrs. G 
first . 't v  wt k 
re!at..‘.i' at P.u ,

r>.>L.
dred »w ’'ord, ' . . a:
Denton, i'e  oxi •• • i 
■<pend th*- holiday ■ - ■
folks and fnc d 'vI:-- 
Tipton, a Junio. ii. iKi.» ' o 
rived home yes'eria,. Sl.i
daughter " f  Mr. a:. : Mr.s. .< 
ton of this city.

R. Neill returne»! 
• ■ m a  visit with 
levas.

,i:.i and M :-- M -
. . -t a: ( 1 V

’3-r̂

;ig f. ar

<j. T p-

Wo progress. There wa» a traf- 
tic jam on one of Merkel's streets to­
day.

As we are going out <jf busine.ss 
■on January 1st, you can gr't some 
bargairs in Groceries. J. D. Porter, 
Cash Grocery. Itp

.Mesh Bags

Vanities

I*carls

Manicure .Sets 

DIAMONDS

G i f t  S u g f g e . s t i o n s

Ladies’ All Leather Hand Bags. 
Gents All Leather Bill Folds. 
Ladies and Gents Wrist Watches

Ivory Sets 

Box Cigars 

Toilet Sets 

Pipes

Emblem Rings

■

Fountain Pen and Pencil Sets 
Belt Buckle and Chain Sets

AG AIN  W E ARE SANTA CLAUS* HEAD- QUARTERS  

Bring the Kiddies in to see our display of Toys and Dolls.

Grimes-Smith Drug Company

«¡Ar  ̂Üi'-
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THE M ERKEL M AIL

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME

SAVES PENNIES FOR 
CAPITAL CHRISTMAS

i n '
r». AND MUS. n\l.u :\v hnd 

lieen iiinrrl*Ml fo for-
K»*t \v**<Ii|l!iu Miiiilvt-rsarlox. Imt 

were Ktlll trying to oh'w rve ('liristiniiM 
glvliie.

“ Now. I must give Itiiy noiiiotliing 
8iileti(lfii. must not stop tin?
Clirlstniiis glvliiy. II** ulwii.vs gives 
int' more tliun I do him. .My thlrty- 
flve dolltirK will buy him the golf out­
fit. hut then he would he uwny all 
the time und 1 ao wanted a tea-rurt 
with my money, so little I can give 
Ray. He has hU ties, socks, and ahlrts 
—und they've never been worn—that 
I gave him lust year. I have an Idea 1

“M'RS. IH 'LI. has a capital plan 
of saving and giving Chrlst- 
inuK capital which she culli 

her 'fancy fund,’ Ix'cause she us**s II 
exactly ii.s she wish(‘s, with no drawing 
on the regular family Income,'' Mrs 
Ross exclaimed etithusiastlcally to her 
friends at an afternoon tea.

“The day after Christmas Mrs. Hull 
begins Saving pennies that come into 
her hands through the year. She 
places them In a toy hank and adds 
six iK*r cent inter*‘6t at the end of 
the year. If she has saved ten dol­
lars In pennies she adds sixty cents, 
which she says pays postage on her

I'll fix up a box of them and re present i airlstinas parcels. .She always has a 
them. He will never know the dlfTer- , fund for Christmas, for she has never 
ence and what we don't know doesn't | acquired the 'penny hahlt of giving’ to 
hurt us.’’ [¡hllosophized .Mrs. I ’.allew ! church iietlvltle.s. Last year she dl- 

In rushed Ray to dinner. ’’Hello, i vlded the 'fancy fund’ among her
V ll Christmas is almost here and I’ve 
worried no little over what I’ll give 
you. dear, hut you deserve the best.’’

As Christmas drew near V'.cli har 
rledly shopped, hut nlwnvs wound up 
at the furniture store— looking at tea- 
carts. “ I know what I shall do; I'll 
get the cart for Huy. It will come hi 
fine when he has his stag parties.”

It was Christmas Eve. and If there 
la anything that delights a woman, at 
that time, it la the belief that her 
husband has a diamond In hiding for 
her.

"Say, Ray, let’s give our gifts this 
evening for we leave so early In the 
morning, and I want to B«»e the sparkle 
of mine." Viola notlce<l Kay's eyes 
droop but continued: "Honey, I have 
you a useful gift, something dllTercnt 
and one that you can enjoy with the 
men.”

“R.V .links! thought Ray. “she’s got 
my golf outfit. Just what I wnnte*l; 
strange we always get what we want! 
I’m a little sorry about Vi’s present, 
but she will he [ileased. I paid a 
good price for It."

Viola rolhsl In the tea-cart nn<l kept 
assuring Hay how mu«-h he would en­
joy It, hut was surprised at the happy 
look on Ids face.

“Now, Itay. <b-nr. show me mine."
“ NVell. VI, I—cr-see. \V*'1I. honey. 

I’ll have to set yours up—hut It’s a 
pencil."

“ .A hnhy-gran*l piano!" exclaimed 
Viola; ’’Jnst what I wanted, and here 
I’ve he*'n selfish «n iugh to give you a 
tea-cart.”

’’Honey, that’s all right. I believe 
In |>rnctlcal gifts. I wmifi'i] to give 
you something—something you could 
entertain your club with. I could hnnl- 
ly afiTopl It. dear, hut a wife like you 
deserves the h*-st—I got you—er— 
well, I got you a radio."—Emily Hurks 
Adams.

IfM. W«*f#rn Newspaper Cnion.l

CHILDREN’S VOICES 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME

I

among
njeces and nephews, with Instructions 
that the small amount was to be 
placed in saving and to be ndde<l to, 
or used as capital to compile more 
capital. The results were Interesting, 
for each recipient must always keep 
that amount In reserve for a future 
savings account.

“Once Mrs. Hull purchased seeds | 
and bulbs and distribute*! them where ! 
they Would be appreciated; once she 1 
subscribed for nmguzlnes which r*v I 
tated among a large number of read­
ers, some In public Institutions. An­
other time she ordere*! toys, games 
and books for a children’s home; an­
other year she procured dozens of 
small dolls, with remnants for clothes, 
to send to a nee*ly mission school. 
Once she sent hundreds of greeting 
canls, and once scores of ln.s|>lr!ng 
mottoes to pluces where such things 
are seldom seen. Her mother one 
year received a fresh bou*|uet or a plant 
every few w**eks during the vear. This 
year her husband, who promN*^! her 
his pennie.s, has ud<le<l to her 'fancy 
fund.’ She has over twelve <lollars 
with the Interest, arul stie has figured 
aJie may spenil twenty-live rents each 
week during the year in making .some­
one hniipU-r— fifty-two weeks .of t;enil- 
Ing Christmas cheer! .Vs Mens and 
ojqmrtunltks present themselves each 
week she will use tlie fuml. The first 
w*x*k she Invite*! a holiiesirk colh'ge 
l)<\v Into her home to spend the week­
end.

"It seems to me that Mr.«. Hull Is 
nccuniulnting more than (S*I<1 capital 
in her penny plan. She is estaltllsh- 
Ing a ‘hank of blessings’ with unlimiteil 
•i-eserve fun*ls of love,’ which com­
pounds Interest at a rapid rate and 
pays one hundred per cent.”

"Dlvlnelike dlvldentla." Mrs. I.eigh 
answered softly.—Gertrude Walton.

tftS. W«tt«rn N«wtpAper Union.)

T WAS the Chrlstums time. Snow­
flakes like soft <lo\vny feathers 
were fallitig <jver the city, covering j 

Its dirt und soot with a beautiful | 
blanket of white. |

Men and women were jostling one j 
another through the crow*l*Hl city I 
streets. Souie were laden with pack­
ages. .Some Carrie I but a few.

A few were piMjrly clothe**!; yet with 
calm, satisfle*! faces. More were 
pimrly clothed, with and, restless 
faces, as If they grieved for what they 
could not have.

Many wore rich clothing and luxuri­
ous furs, and some of these had calm 
restful faces; hut many were weary aa 
If they worried for a peace which 
was not theirs.

A beggar sut In a corner selling his 
pencll.s, one by one. Many unheeding 
the pencils, droppe*! u coin Into the 
box strapped ab*)Ut his w**ather-beaten 
neck. Some, not noticing the beggar, 
passed In and out of tlie great depart­
ment store.

Many stories over the beggar’s head 
Christmas enrols had been penllng 
forth all the afternoon. The passers- 
by could not have fulled to hear them; 
yet If their mln*ls or hearts responded 
they gave no sign. Their expressions 
changed not.

Down through the hurrying crowds 
came a group of little girls on Christ­
mas shopping bent, hastening to the 
store o’er which the Christmas chimes 
rang out. Heedless of the elbowing 
throng they stoppe*! to listen and saw 
the beggar.

"Let’s b:iy,” said the blithe little 
lemler, and they stepped forward to 
purchase his wares.

The dull-eyed creature looked at 
the fresh young faces and sp*»ke:

“ Why d«*n’t you sing, girlies?”
’’.All rigtit. Let’s !” Joyfully ngre*vl 

the gay chlMreu.
"The Lord Is c*ime!”  the clear 

young vtilces took up the old refrain.
rc*U“strians, .so l*>ng unmindful of the 

chimes, turae*l at the so*in*l of the 
chlMreii’s voices. Some stopped and 
llstene*!; tense faces relaxed, s*>ftene*l; 
many smlleil ns they went on their 
way.

Other children joined the little band. 
They sang the ohl hymn through; 
then scurried away. Rut those who 
had heiinl anil seen rememhere*!. Their 
hearts were lightened; their burdens 
lifted; their worries seeme*! passed 
away.

It was the chlhlren’s voices.
It was a beggar’s whim.—Florenc» 

H. Wells.
(£. 1S2S. WsitsrB N«w>tiap«r ColoB.)

Holiday Goods Galore

N

I 'tv

We have a nice assortment of Holiday (ioods and 

we are making prices that are “live to let live.” We 

will make prices on anything in the store with excep­

tions of merchandise that carry restrictions that manu- 

tacturers sets prices on that we have to sell at prices 

they specify.

We are offering these prices only until December 

24th to reduce our stock for Inventory. We have pre­

sents that will be suitable for any one you might wish 

to give them to.

We wish to thank all our friends and patrons for 

business they have given us this year and w ish you all 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New  

Year.

Liberty Hardware Co.
IF ITS H AR D W AR E  W E HAVE IT.’

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
THAT COUNT MOST

on the improved

Essex Coach 
Essex Sedan

$820.00
$925.00

Delivered in Merkel

Make your family a Christmas present 
worth while by presenting them with a 
new Essex closed car on Christmas 
morning.

Also have some B A R G A IN S  in late model

USED FORDS

BONEY’S  GARAGE
Phone 60

NRY came home from town the 
before Christmas and 

handoiJ Mrs. White a package, 
saying with a gnu :

“Grandma C*j*>k sent you a Cbrlsl- 
mas present."

“ Why. bles.M her dear old heart," 
Mrs. White crle*l, “wlmi In the world 
Is It?”

"Well," answered Henry, ’’she $al*l 
she had rwide some soap, and that 
the hatch turned out s«i well she want­
ed you to have .some; she saM It maile 
a fine su*l.s. and that she wi.shed you a 
-Merry Ciirlsttiias."

•Vnd sure enough, when .Mrs. White 
unwrapped tJie clumsily tied puckage. 
there was a brick of home-made yel­
low soap, smelling strongly of sassa- 
fra.s.

A frlen*! of the family who was 
present wa.s Inclined to take the mat­
ter as n Joke.

“AVhat a funny thing,” she laughed. 
" I didn’t suppose anyone mtide soap 
at home, nowadays."

Rut the bar of aromatic cleanser 
m«ant more to .Mrs. White than a 
mere piece of soap. It stoAd for 
friendship. It was u symbol of serv­
ice gladly given. Grandma Cook’s 
soap wos a real gift, something she 
thought was extra nice and therefore 
wanted to share with one she liked.

Oh, when will we get away from the 
Idea gifts must represent mone.r, that | 
we cannot give unless we have the I 
wherewith to purchase the glittering } 
wares displayed in the window and 
on the counter, during the holiday sea- j 
8*m? Last Christmas a friend hap- | 
pen**d to look out o f a window and i 
espied a neighbor’s little boy coming 
In the gate; hia secretive air and care­
ful tiptoeing up the walk made the 
friend step behind a curtain, where he 
could see without being seen. Cau­
tiously the boy crept upon the porch 
and. hla little face breaking into 
smiles. deposited a newst*aper- 
wrapi>ed bundle at the door, then still 
tlpt*>elng. he hurried down the walk 
and out of the gate.

Waiting until he was out of sight 
BO as not to spoil he “surprise," my 
frleiid opened the uoor and. upon un­
doing the parcel, found a tiny basket 
made of cardboard ;ind covered with 
gau'ly red and gr*-en paper, pot on 
with many a glaring «tltch and smear 
of glue. It contained several pieces 
of hard, striped cundy, a h*>me-_̂ made 
yarn hall, some broken nut meats, la­
boriously picked out with patient little 
fingers, and a hroken-hladcd Jackknife, 
doubtleas Ids most cherished posses­
sion.—Frank Herbert Sweet

<•* ISIS. WMtara Newssaear Oalaa.1
fe* as «as **aaa a *****';  ̂' *•*•*•**•* a

GIVE A YEAR ’S Sri5.SCRIPTI0N 
TO THE .MERKEL .MAIL

s

Only $1.50 a year. .A six months’ sub­
scription costs 75 cents. Stretch the 

jj memory of Christmas .365 days lon; .̂

11sm

SPECIAL
BARGAIN GFFER
THE ABILENE 

MORNING NEWS
Pnblished By th" R:portcr Prbliihing Ccmpd“V

ONE YEAR  
BY M A I L S4.70 INCLUDING

SUNDAYS

Less Than Cn: Cent and a Half a Cay.

West Te i.\C4S Real Morning
a .

r * t ‘ v ; s ' > a n e r

Fnbltshed at 3.1 
W

0 A. M. and F.sach':» You First
A th* la ? * " »  tfews.

AscQC*atcd Press
Day and Night Lcaaed V7ircs

—A PAGE o r  OCiaCS EVERY DAY 
—8 PAGES 0? COMICS ON SUNDAY 
—8 PAGE f  UNDAY MAGAZHiE SECTION

You Save One Thiid
BY SUBSOR^DINa DURING BAR GAIN DAYS

The $4.70 Offer Bxpireg Dec. Slat. 192C
SalMcribe NOW at thia office for S C 6 0  
both popen. at tbs* Special ComN- 
nation Offer, one year titr , w

m
A . isj

1

a m
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P O IN T  R A N G E  D E M O N S T R A T IO N
T ill RSDAY A M ) FRIDAY, DFCEMBER 16TH A M ) 17TH.

WEST TEXAS UTILITIES COMPANY
•-X iA iw zm iii ; ~JUU ' ..v ^' ? ^fjzxir¡ux:a ^  £ ^ :rw n rs :^ -i^ -T n ry ifr trz \v~ .. n - X !

TH E  MERKEL M AIL
Publislied on Friday Mjrniinf by 
l lw  Mnkel Mail l*virtmg Co. 

ThoH. Durham. Kditor-Mgr.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
Taylor and Jones counties $1.50
Anvwhere else .................$2.00

IN ADVANCE

TONAL
Mi-rkel Mail: To bo truly thank­

ful and irrateiul for all favors and

LAUGH—BE HAPPY 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME l ‘ .\CKA(iES

IblossitiKi», be they divinely or hu-
: manly bestowed, is a wonderful trait , 
land (fraoe in any nerson. and such | 
l>eople are usually a blessinK and | 
help to any community ai-.J it.‘ fas»- ' 

' pl*?-

I

TELEPHONE No. r,l 
d u e led  at the p.»s'.oÜk- at Mer-

Riirhtly >uid and timely sitoken.

kc4. Texas as second l i.-̂ s mail.

VVe understand that t of
«  ueus{«per in a i-o’ tui oil t ' 
was captured, conduvtcti x.. and ini- 
priaor.ed in anotht r 
neighbor to the ft. -t ■ 
sibly the enterprisi k 
»^ ■ md oil town felt !•’ 
tk ity, not p<>". • ■ 
their own.

town near 
At. P - 
•tu- of the 
•d of 1 u >-
vd i t "  r o i

I'U'" > It H
atf'i at ri'-fo fh. . 
arai ror.\< vinti f 'i  
teen trmkloail' I 
nnaterial t' iht . 
ten inilr- no; th 
from Risir.tr 
own Ine mute’ .u.

fi'W da\-
h

r.i ■

\\

o .'■'lai. SIX - 
, el: d lll-nK 
r;i.c-:- tr.t : 

Par' «•
. iin- t!;v..

! . ' It T..
that effee* and ha->- ,t;t :t in -h ii,:»- 
o f  deputy sheriff C I.. I'errick. The 
men whom it is alleired brouKht t’r.r 
material from Risint: Star purchased 
otker material from a local hard­
ware firm for which they irave in 
payment a check for iSlKl. It is 
clnimed by the hardware firm that 
the check was returned unpaid.

In a time when so r-.any t*<‘ 'Ph t»re 
depres.-ied over the nontruitfulnes.- 

iheir briKhter exiHftations ttx> 
mativ are inclined t > blind ihem- 
>fiVes to any manner of brightness. 
Tiieie .' p'entv t ’• e thankful for. 
ven ;r. t.ii t a t tho-e who ex- 

iHftid t ■ pay all their debt^ this 
fall and t ready t" make new on,.s 
”.i Xt >i T > realize that one

kt' a. vu«i with hi.' '»Id debts, 
iw .i ' ut a ha’ll- t" liiiuiiiate them in 
itinu t" i’-.i ’Ji >th'. , i.'ti't a .-timala- 
tii ;; to happiiu .'. Rut it wiil Ik- all 
the san: in two years, and what is
tw.i -ars in a healthy man’s life_ 

: f  lo I "  .ò i ' 'n.i i't one : the 
.. t' ti.e ,r-nyt’onintr

• - 'a ''a  t (<ri wh. ■ can In -tr •ntr 
when continuously pri six’rou.« 

I O' ’ i-.ahhy Is iuoilan’ -. nta'ly frav:-'' 
¡It ta' ■ l.aek.-et ii; bn.'ini'S ana 

; '  - s. ■ - t ■ brit.ir out th*
■I t .el . .. Ì f ci.aracter. '.yi.eiT. 

; .XIuM. i.- ;.t V .Ili- n >w an.d tellint:
' ■ i,’ T - ■'dir.ani' >;.« thouirht if .«he 

. i ad i ' eat ai.other h-tel dinner she’d 
die.— .''tate Pres', in Italia.' News.

Mr. D. J. Gibson, one of the pio- 
er and splendid citizens residintr 

on rtMite three, has our thanks for 
the ntnewal of his subserHitiun to 
the Mail. Mr. Gibson came to this 

lunity in the fall o f 1S85.

rA Nest of Trbles
•\n ever-nsefiil Christmas alt* >s a 

nest of four tables of mehofrany. At 
tea time, to hold the after-dinner cof­
fee rni>s, and. In fnrt, a dozen timet 
a day, these tublei will proee tbeir 
isefulness.

Old Wcrld Charm Meets
New \Vorld Conveniences

F IT were possible, the Randals 
wnuld have been unhappy, bi'oauae 
of the many reverses of the past 

.leiir; a trreut loss by fire, sickness, 
too; nnd hospital hills, and tunny of 
tlie misfortunes that come In a life­
time seemed to have come to them the 
past jeiir To peep In on them, or 
e\«‘n to hu^e listened in, would have 
convinced any reduse that happiness 
was permeiitlng the very atmosphere 
of that li»>me.

“ Now, James.“ l e;;an Mrs. Randal, 
who didn't res»‘iuble one who takes 
the “dully dozen" but proved the say- 
inir. “ I.nuch nnd the world laushs 
with yoa." “ I have laughed at Marta’s 
letter until I um sick, .til their money, j 
yet she says she can’t have a hajipy 
Christmas Leenusc of our many re- j 
verse', and that they wouldn't think |

Forjfusons to Make Home in Aus­
tin— (Headline). So they can keep 
an eye on Uan?

Merkel wanted an oil Kushor, not a 
water spout.

In Kru.'idnK all the pennies you 
can, beware you don’t iriab the 
tievil'a tail.

Pleasure is sometimes trouble 

cuinouflaKetl.
AVhen tootinjf your own horn don’t 

fortri’t that the other fellow may try 
to drown your racket by knocking 
with hi' hammer.

•Another new car, another lea.ic 
sold.

DiK-tor Tell.' How it Fi>els in Karth- 
quaki - ( Hi adline). Pos'iblv mar.v

THINKS OF FRIENDS 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME

of luivlQK any one In. and for us not , . .
to he t<vi lonely. Well. well, that sur»»- <-,1 his i u.ien;« could tell how an 
ly 1' funny—us not he too k>noly , larthquakv fee!'.
.Mr«. Riiiohd hur>t out laiik’hlm; iiitaln. ' l i  se'-ni' t< u.' that the weather iiU'

been uniu

x .- r r - » ' i » -s, , f-.

"Well. Ri se, ijuli your lauchink; and 
t. nd that Utter, or tell It to me."

'■oh. Jnnu s, to think of her being 
so uiihapi'y oxer our loss when we 
don't «Aeii think about It. She always 
see« the ‘Sli ugh of 1‘espond’ ; no 
w.nder she'' 'ii skinny. Worrying 
.-ibout u.«; Jim. we've never had a 
hiiliph r Chr.stm;is. None of us has 
died yet; we still have our garage 
to live In. Christmas Is CTiristmas 
whether our pockethook be fut or 
lean."

"Y’es. Rose, but Chri.stmns doesn’t 
»eem to lie the same to the fat nnd 
lean. Judging from your laugh and 
Marta's sadness."

“ Say, Jarae«, let’s hare them down 
for Christmas and show them what a 
wonderful time people can have living 
la their garage. We can put them 
overhead in the servants’ quarters— 
hsve to make use of it In some way, 
for we may never be able to afford 
another maid."

"Hop to It. dear. Ton always do , 
the proper stnnt at the right time. I ' 
think we shall enjoy It, as you seem  ̂
to enjoy the tbonght of I t "

Mrs. Randal cimtlnued to laugh, j 
nnd as Mni'.n was leaving, she. too. | 
laughed nnd said; “Well. Rose, laugh- | 
In? Is catching; happiness, too. I sup- ' 
pose. I think we shall live In our j 
gamge next yenr—not nearly so much j 
work, and truly—I’ve never had a 1 
t>erter time, liurely a Merry (Tiilst- i 
mils we've had and we wish for you | 
.ind .l.imie«—well, you’ll be happy nnd | 
think you are i>n>«ix*rous whether you 
are or not. so all I can say to you Is— 
gcHsl-hy.—Krclly Rurlis .Adiims.

c. I>2̂ . Western Nt<rBp«ii,«r Uolor. ) i

arily ill-natured this
vvccL.

The o- tiini.'t vn.ioy.< Chri.'tn a '. the 
pc.-'imi't I'lc bii.'.

Mu 'liv iViint' to marry scme-
ImmIv. Well, 'ome folks .-lie and Ji.n
ha'. it in for are already married.

W hen Christmas Comes
When I'lirlsUnns come»

We 'T-.artly ru»h 
And buy t’Oth this and that 

In crowd» we crush 
Arul don't know where we re at— 

When ChrUlm at comes.

T  CTIRISTMAS time more than 
at any other aeason of yenr 

• my thoughts turn to Kiq old , 
friends. Memories and recollections 
of the old home circle come thick nnd 
fast; father—how gruve and serious 
he was—and the ohler boys and my 
sister, and dearest of all—mother. 
They are nearer to me at Christama 
than at any other time of the yenr. It 
was mother who told us the Christ­
mas siorie.s nnd filled our stocking-* 
alTer we had nlMieen sent off to he*l.
I knew I should always find raisins in 
mine— nirdher knew well how I liked 
them. I never see a box of nilslns 
to*lay without recalling nil the Christ­
mas Joys of childhood—and mother. 
How far away tl;ese old friends are! 
Most of them are lying silent nnd still 
In the little eotiniry cemetery near 
which V.e lived, and all that are living 
are scattered. |

The college community In which we 
live Is nomadic nnd shifting. The 
friends of tiMl.iy jmss on nipldky and 
are gone tomorrow to the l•elnotest 
p.arts of the earth. The old friends 
are everywhere. No inatt*'' where I 
go— New York or Sun Francisco, Min- j 
neap«)lls or New ttrlenns, Najiles or j 
Ikllnburg, Paris i>r I.g>ndon. I happen 
upon them. I met one In Pompeii; J ; 
had h.nrdly heen ton minutes In Toron­
to. where I thought I knew no one 
until I almost ran head-first Into an 
oh! acquaintance.

Where are your old friends? “Gone, 
scattered.” you say. Ten years ago,

on the I ’lM'l'lc coji.s: ; i':ree ..r In'Tc'.v 
Y'ork; two are In Rnglaiid. atv' others 
are In vnrimis and re;note purts of 
this country. One of these, wrote me 
this week: “Tlnio has not made me 
ftirget the Sunday evening we spent 
about your old fireplace when we were 
served with sjKjnge cake and milk. I 
should like to he thers Just once more, 
hut I should want to come back to my 
work the next dny." AVhat a child he 
seems to me!

.My «•xiwrlenre Is only the common 
experience of us all. Time breaks our 
closest ii.'*8oelatlons and scatters our 
companions of a few years ago. But 
It Is the old friends and the friends 
who are' fur nwu.v of whom we are 
thinking most these days—those that 
llave gone, and tlmse that are going.

There are a few of us whose 
thoughts nnd whose prayers are not 
with our old frh’nds at Christmas 
time—those who are near and those 
who are far awa.v. Living or dead— 
wherevor they nr»*—fio<l hlesa them 
nnd keep them a ll!—Tlioiuas Arkle 
Clark.

(G , ISIS, W ««t«rn  N tw apsper C nioa .)

FREQUENTLY HAPPENS

When Chrtstmaa comes.
We »It u* down 

And take account o f etock;
Perhaps we frown 

At making such a mock—
When Christmas comes.

—Tbs Jir.glar, In Town Topic*

First Rug—What do you expect for 
at Christmas time. I was with twenty j Christmas, 
young college friends gathered about 
the fireplace, bllarlnusiy celebtxrttng 
before they should go home for the 
holiday* Where are they now? One 
haa been far beyond the Canal aone; 
another Is making a home for hlrnsel*

Second Bug—Judging by paat ex-i 
pertence, something that I will have 
no use In the world fori ,

km I

O N L Y -7
More Shopping' Days

Before Christmas
'»rz

I t CHRISTMAS CARDS Í»

your house according to your
lot da the privilege »»f the jierson who 

011s practical dwelling of the Eng- 
flastn bonae type. The entrance Is so 

that the houae may either be 
lengthwise for a thirty-foot city 

lot or »-rftsa- #•*•••<I m

or a r " r  
Ina- * -

^HRISTM .AS cards have be- 
come a nighttnare for manv

f ILJT f L o o t  PUHC Mr

Wise for a
00 or 75 
foot lot.

The de­
sign here 
calls for 
CO m b 1 
11 o D o f  
stucco and 
stalne»! .tid­

ing with the roof of dark weathered shlngU-s 
The pleasing f»*atures of the living room 

include Its windows on three sides, open fire­
place ani bnllt-In book shelves. The open porch 
»•r sunroom ma.v open off from either the llvlug 
<>r dining room. The kitchen has all the detail*; 
that delight the honiiewlfe—cupboards, bp<x,ii, 
closet, breakfast n»>ok and doable windows ovo-- 
the sink.

The three bednx tna all have double e i  
posures end are well provided with clothes and 
linen closet.*- The bathroom Is so placed as to 
lie equally . |e from each bedr»x»m. The
attic la ve; ii- -I and makes a serricealde 
storage or plairo-m by sheathing the rafters 
and s14»*h with celofex, which serves both as a 
wall-board and ln<*i:iurlng inaterlal.

Thlt small home (**> light and spacloua. ye*. 
¿ tC O N D  FLOOL ^ A N  compact and adapted to doing witbo'jt a serv 

c t iu « «  a ziM f i^«f ant. Is a typical 19‘_'a prodiMtt. The poky, dais
'bamws of fifteen or even ten yeara ago with their fnsay little hallways and 
IMior planning would be scorned by the ino<lem housewife who has learned to 
export cfnatort built right Into her home and to have everything planned for 
•Iser «wnve&lOBc« In working. Cold, draughty houses are also out of date. All 
Avell bant honoeo. or* taaolnted ao this mo lo, with celotex abcotblng on th» 
AXteriur walls undar the atiicco. This effocu a great saving In fuel In the 
grlator and root ts tho intense boot o f the son In summer 

^  Coloteenele laoUtou, Chios#* lit* .

[¡eople. but It Is the misuse and 
1- not the use o f them tiiat should 

be deploretl.
p  A Christmas card today, as al- 
vj ways. Is. or should be, a har- 
y  tinger of love. Tf it it not, the 
y  fault Is with ns. snd not with 

the card. A card sJioald always 
be a message of fiientlshlp, not 
a perfunctory dnty. In a buoj- 
world It is a convenient, delight­
ful way in which to remember 
one’s frlen»:«; as such. It has 
come to stay.

May we respect this time-hon­
ored Institution and may It serve 
ua as oar winged measenger, 
rather than enslave ua aa an un- 

p  pleasant or | retended duty.—U. 
^  Lucius Cook.
^  (dt- 1Ì2S, W M irm  N 9 « «p «p * r  Colon >

I

We have drastic price reduction on everything: in 

the store to help meet the low price of cotton. Save 

money on your Christmas Gifts— Look over the follow­
ing suggestions:

SAD, BUT TRUE 1^
.̂ 1

For Men and Boys For Ladies and Girls
Silk Hose Handkerchiefs
Ties Silk Hose
Scarfs Silk Underwear
Shirts Towel Sets
Gloves Table Linen
House Shoes Hat Boxes
Lumberjacks Gloves
Sw’eaters Bathrobes
Bathrobes < House Shoes
Handkerchiefs Blankets
Hats Purses
Boots Garters
Shoes Gowns
Hart, Schaffner and Hand Bags

Mark Suits Furs

Always a pleasure to show our merchandise and we 
will guarantee to save you money on every item. We  
believe that quality and the low price is building our 
business bigger every day.

Tsachov—Wllll«. why la 
happy at Chrlatmaa Urna? 

wnilo—iVoll my fathor's happy 
bnaUaaa la ao gaod.

a.
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FLiVVERS. OIL WELLS
AND TAIL LIGHTS

BY Vl.NSOX ERVIN
A few days agone most o f the 

citizens, except a few in the local 
hospitals, bastiles and the like, of 
.Merkel, Trent, .Abilene, .Anson, Roby, 
and other cities and towns of Texas 
and forty_seven other States became 
obsessed of the suspicion that another 
well was to be drilled in on a cer­
tain day in the Noodle Creek Oil­
field, and laboring under that sus­
picion they united in a hegira and 
trekked to the oilfield o f the honioly, 
but soupy, name.

Right here we rise to advise those 
who wish to make sure thing in­
vestments in oil to put their money 
on the wildcat well where there is a 
homely cognomen attached to some 
section of the surrounding scenery 
for there is where oil in gn a t 
smears, gobs and clusters will be en­
countered. What o f Spindletop, 
Goose Creek, Big Lake, Humble, N ig­
ger Creek, Smackover, not to mention 
Noodle Ci’cek again? Some signifi­
cance might also be attached to the 
predominance of watery geography, 
although, it has been stated positive­
ly. on several occasions by scicn-

possibly in the present instance, the 
timer had the earache, we gave it 
the dose of oil for which it seemed 
to yearn. We then turned the motor 
over. (I t  is considered bad form 
among the best automobile me­
chanics to use the word “ crank”  in 
speaking of this action. However, 
this .is likely due to the visions of 
back-bending exercise the word 
‘crank’ brings up.) Lizzie strangled, 
ga.sped and fainted. Again ponder­
ing seriously, as is our habit, we re­
membered, with what seemed inspir­
ational clarity, a friend o f ours 
whose sons and heirs had filled hia 
oilcan with molasses o f a most viscid 
character, and he unknowingly an»i 
blitliely attempted to oil the timer of 
his car with the liquid sweetening, 
with distressing results. We have no 
son and heir, but knowing that 
others have who tamper with other 
people’s, that is our, belongings, wc 
frantically examined the contents of 
our oilcan, but found to our intense 
relief that it contained nothing but 
oil, nr at any rate that stuff which 
filling station proprietors artfully 
lead us to believe is oi’ the best

tists that wa -r and oil do not mix. |the»'e is on the market.
To return to our .'riginal subject, I The oil and the timer being ap- 

a laudable cu.nom of ours. A , men- jparcntly guiltless, wc searched our 
tioned, lepreM-ii'fitiver of all the memory diligently to recall any men- 
known oa»es <>f the m -i*. impui lant |ti’cn we had heard made of any other 
section of the continent «>' North  ̂part o f a flivver’s anatomy which 
Ani.'Ticd move<i in a cloud upon ‘ he might cause it, the flivver, to quit 
N. C. (.Noodle Creek) Oilfield. B e -i’ n a f  ink. Ah, the carburetor! Ac- 
ing questful of new sight.-;, sounds |cording to every garage man, filling 
and experiencej we joined the rest station herder or anyone else having 
o f the population anti chattered iner-*even slight motor c-xperience, the 
rily along (we have that kind of a ;carburetor is notoriously tempera- 
flivver). I mental. Wo also recalled that when-

While making gootl time, at the ' ever we had engaged a mechanic to 
very least seventeen milci a,i hour, ,correct some ill o f Lizzie’s motor 
Lizzie suddenly gurgled, subsided | each one had made a determined 
grailually and stopped. We, with | fr.mtal attack upon the carburetor, 
our usual acumen for going at once I We, therefore, upon the occasion 
to the heart of a matter or the bot-j under discussion, decided that the 
tom of the trouble, jumped over-'tarburotor must be suffering with 
board and looke<l for a flat. There influenza or some similar ailment
was none. (I t  is considered unethical 
by motorists to use the word tire in 
speaking of a flat, as there are only 
a few varieties of flat.s, such as a

We tinkered with it, and then again 
tried persuasion with Lizzie. She 
only moaned dismally.

Baffled but hopeful, we stood
dwelling, a level piece oi land, etc.) 'thinking. Gradually and steadily a 

No flat. 'thought grew in our mind, and we
We were unable to account for | bc-gan to have that sinking feeling 

such unprecedented behavior on the that one has when he sees disaster 
part of a flivver o f the well-known ' impending with himself as the im-
make which we own and possess. | jicndee. We looked in the gasoline
Thinking dcejdy upm» our pn Idem,' tank. Our blacke.st fears were veri- 
we recalled vaguely having heard tied. Not a drop— of gasoline. We, 
that the timer, (hat attachment lo j in our customary light-hearted and 
the motor which— er— Joes the tim -, carofrt ',' manner, had boon attempt­
ing, would develop sudden ,ii..n r.mL irig the impossible, make an auto- 
refu 'e to carry >n. In which ca.-ie mobile— beg pardon— flivver run
th* h*ng ♦ ) d-i ‘ ve further under_ without gasoline, something which
■tood, was to oil itj Concluding that has never been successfully acconi-

aAiore ualue
than the Price Su êsts

In the year just drawing to a close the price 
of Dodge Brothers Motor Cars was mate­
rially lowered.

Yet during this period more important im­
provements were incorporated than in any 
year in Dodge Brothers history. Advances 
were made in engineering and body designs. 
'The cars possess a greater degree of smooth­
ness, silence and ease. They are more com­
fortable, more bcautifuL

Current prices—made possible, of course, by 
constantly mounting sales—are therefore not 
an obvious measure of value. Prices, in fact, 
have never told the full story of Dodge 
Brothers dependability and basic worth.

But now, more than ever before, there is tar 
more value than the price suggests.

Touring Car^............... $935.00
Coupe ..................  $985.00
Special Sedan__________$1100.00

MERKEL GARAGE  

Front St. Merkel, Texas

Wa Alto StH DtpoitdtVm UtoA Con

BROTHE-RS  
MOTOR CARS

plithed unlc.sa there wax a hill to 
push it off. We were at the bottom
of two hilla, one in front and one 
behind; therefore the plan to push 

i Lizzie o ff a hill didn’t ap|>ear feas_ 
ible. We must evolve some other 
scheme wherewith to accompli.«h her 
further locomotion.

We looked up the road. A car was 
approaching at a speed something 
lefs than the usual oilfield rate of 
about ninety five miles an hour. We 
were certain that this car was travel­
ing not faster than ninety-four ami 
a half. Wo flagged it. About a 
hundred yards down the road the 
car stopped. We ran hastily toward 
it. When we were nearly to it, it 
suddenly started backward. We 
barely escaped demolition under its 
wheels by jumping into a ditch. A 
trifle startled, we loudly and ex­
citedly shouterl, “ H ey!”  at the 
driver. But without effect. He had 
started with spee«l enough to cover 
the hundre«! yard.s to our flivver 
with as little loss o f time as possible, 
and he kept g.)ing. Drivers o f other 
cars hurriedly took to the ditch.

We arrived at the car we had 
halted. “ Sa>,”  we said to the driver 
in a confidential manner, “ our flivver 
stopped. It must be out o f gas. The 
tank is empty.”

•‘Thash so?”  he inquired, seeming­
ly with interest.

“ Yes. Can you spare ui a gallon 
or two of gas so we can get to the 
next filling station?”

“ Be— hie— glad to, but the thingum 
— hie— bob under the gash tank of 

! thi.sh car won't— hie— turn.”
I “ It won’t?"
I “ No.”

“ .No?”
"No.”
.After this unavailing e.xchang'* of 

--’ intillating repartee, we thought to 
^top anothc-v car in the hope of pro- 
luring the m'edful gas, but just as 
t’na» idea came into our verdant 
mind we remembered that the liitle 
jigger under the tank o f our flivver 
wouldn’t turn either. We came to 
the conclusion that this was pro­
bably a universal failing- among 
motor cars, and decided it was use- 
le.ss to stop another car for gas.

Gloomily wc were visioning our- 
rell afoot heading a mournful pro­
cession of one to the filling station 
wc had pas.«ed a mile and some in­
ches back, when our hasty friend in 
the car we had stopped said, “ Hop 
in and I ’ll— hie— take you to the 
nexsh fillin ’ station. It ain’t far.”  

“ Can we get some gas there?” we 
asked hopefully.

“ ¡sure— tha.sh what i'.’s for.”
“ We nTean,”  we responded with 

dignity, thinking the follow a t iiile  
slow in not getting our meaning 
from our first question; “ will they 
have something in which we can 
carry a gallon?”

“ Sure. They got a jug— hie— for 
that very purposh.”

We climbed into the car, but we 
wer.- filled with doubt. Certainly 
this accomodating party had fomuKl 
a clo.-e acquaintanceship with a jug, 
but whether or not he knew of one 
used for the purpose o f conveying 
gasoline to i-tmnded flivwers—

Wc reached the filling station, got 
a gallon o f the valuable fluid without 
which no Eelf-rc.specting automobile 
will attempt to travel, and returne«! 
to Lizzie. She drank thirstily and 
started industriously putting the 
miles behind.

Eventually and still in one piec* 
we arrived at the oilfield, but a 
trifle behind our schedule due to the 
drouth in the gas tank.

There were several people present. 
We stretched our neck as much as 
we thought it would stand without 
becoming permanently elongated, and 
peered over the heads of the crowd. 
Away in the distance we saw the 
derrick. It bore no stain o f oil 
which the derrick of every gushing 
oilwelt has to put up with, Evi 
dently the well hadn’t seen fit to 
gush.

We looked about us at the crowd. 
We always like to look at crowds. 
There is no better way we know of 
for seeing so many people at one time 
than to look at a crowd. This one 
was oversize. It spread to the mes- 
quite jungles roundabout. We were 
on the outermost edge o f I t  .

Desiring to be conversant with the 
march of events, we asked a man 
near us if the well had gushed, that it 
spouted forth oil, gas, drilling tools 
and whatnot.

“ No,”  he said, “ it ain’t.”
“ When will It gush?*’
“ When they hit the paystreak.” 
“ Well, when will they hit the pay- 

streak?”  we inquired somewhat im­
patiently, thinking we were being 
spoofs.

“ Gosh, how would I know?”
Not knowing how lie would know, 

we changed our tactics.
“ A re they drilling now?”  we ask. 

ed, hoping to get some light on the

matter.
“ Yep.’
“ How deep is it to the paystreak?”
“ Oh, three-four fo*jt, maybe.”
“ How many feet are they drilling 

a minute?”
“ Blankety blank 1”  heartily chirped 

our opponent. “ What you think 
they’re drilling through, mu.sh?”

Our questioning having gained us 
no information, we were forced to 
relinquish a cheri.shed idea of ours. 

I Having a turn for efficiency, we had 
thought that i f  we knew the depth 
necessary to drill to reach the pay- 
stroak as our friend termed it, and 
the number of feet being drilled per 
minute, we could figure the exact in­
stant the weU would gush. This 
known, in.stead of standing impat­
iently watching for the event, we 
could troll about, see the sights,'and 
turn to look toward the well at the 

: precise instant it would commence its 
gushing.

The spectators, having nothing to 
ffiectate, were becoming restless and 
groups were clustering here and 
there on the fringe o f the crowd and 
speculating as to the time the well 
would come in, volume of its pro­
duction, etc. One such group form­
ed near us. " I  bet it hits the crown 
block,”  said one. “ I bet you can 
hear the ga.s a mile when it starts,’ ’ 
spoke another. “ I believe I hear the 
gas hissing now,”  <aid a man next 
to us. We then heard a hissing, but 
it came from behind. We had heard 
such hissing before. Our back hair 
rose up and flapped gentlv in tiie 
breeze. Fearfully, overcoming the 
impulse to depart rapidly irom that 
neighborhood, wc turned our hea 1 
and loi-ked. There under a small 
mesquite bush not a great distance 
from the person who first heard its 
hissing w'as a sizeable snake. The 
day was warm and the excitement 
warmer. Apparently Mr. Snake 
thi.ught an early spring had arrived, 
and he had come forth from his 
winter quarters, or had not yet re­
tired to them. We don’t know which, 
as we have never inquired closely in­
to the habits of snakes. It makes us 
nervous even to think about them.

“ L-l-look b-behind you!” we said in 
a calm, firm voice to the party who

had thought he heard gas hissing, 
at the fame time moving around in 
front of him so as to put him be­
tween ourself and the snake. Never 
again will we stand in front of a 
person and warn him of a make be­
hind him. He looked, saw and de­
parted. He allowe<l no such trifle 
as ourself and several hundred other 

‘ people to cramp the style of his de­
parture. V\e still have dents in our 
anatomy Before we could arise and 
betake ourself quietly and with dig­
nity from the .“cene, the others 

I nearby also looke'l and saw, and im_ 
meiliately, cnthusia.stically and un­
animously emigrated from that spot 

I over our prostrate form. Wlien at 
¡last we could arise, even ^:e snake 
jhad left, and we alone embellished 
the immediate landscape. We looked 

jand felt like we had played the part 
' we had, obstructed a stampede.

Order wa.s finally restored and at­
tention was again turned to the 
well, which, showed no indication of 
furnishing any entertainment The 
crowd soon became dissatisfied with 
a well with such a coy disposition, 
and began to leave. We, being of a 
prudent nature, glanced sykward, 
saw that the sun was sinking, us has 
long been its established custom, and 
knowing that in conseiquence tr.ere- 
^ f, according to some poet or other, 
the shades o f night would s "tu be 
falling fa.st, we left; that is, we did

as soon as Lizzie was willing.
Back on the highway we rambled 

rapidly along until a truck loomed 
in our path, ambling at a fa ir speed 
in the direction we were traveling. 
Trucks aie a nuisance. They should 
be barred from the highway!. Thla 
one was too big to see over, around 
or under. We, having no buaineM 
whaU-.t-r anywhere and plenty o f 
time to attend to it, were, like every­
body i-!»e similarly situated, in n 
hurry. Fu'.ting on more speed wa 
shot uiou.-d the truck. It was dark 
by n> V', aud Lizzie’s headlight# didn’t  
focur ji t 1 ghu They threw their 
iighi it*, the moon instead of the 
r^ad. we knew it, old man
Disu ¡’.inse’ f t'xik charge. Next 
thin,,' ve knew after circumnavigat­
ing t - > t k Liz was trying to run 
roug ..shod over a farm wagon whick 
had i.-ailer in the form of a large, 
5ub^.;u!liu! '1 cow.

.After expending considerable e f­
fort, tpng'iage and perspiration, we 
with ihe willing but inexpert aid o f 
seve al volunteer assistants, who had 
had no previous experience in such 
matters, su. eeded in untangling L iz 
from the row, or the cow from Lix, 
thro’.;;h our knowledge that Lizzie 
■wa.- r.’a ie f tin and the cow of bef.

L'pon ciinducting a thorough invea- 
tiga’ i <n, vve ascertained the cause o f 
the ate ‘.¡../he. Said cow had no 
tai; i. v' 1. •

ABSTHACT8 OF TITLE
for prompt and accarato service 

call Oil

SECURITY ABSTRACT CO.
A bilene, \\xiis

Second floor o f Court House 
Phone -23 r8

R. W. Q R IM SLE Y , !IIauager

Jbr E ca to rK i f i !  7 r ; - ‘ ‘ r f r f i rn

'k r-V* t  ■

0 , 0 0 0 1' ’ " -icm  u ou m

the CertiEeatsWay
Use this plan to pay cash for your next car and 
effect a decided saving.

The widespread favor now enjoyed by the Chev­
rolet Purchase Certificate Flan is partly due to 
its fundamental soundness, safety and thrift and 
partly to the tact that the buyer earns 6 -c, instead 
of paying interest, and receives additional attrac­
tive credits on all service and accessories pur­
chased from his Chevrolet dealer.

Come in! Let us show you why so many thou­
sands have used this tamous and widely popular 
plan in buying the worlds finest low-priced car.

Toufiag or Roadaccr $510, Coupe or Coach $645, Sedan 
$735, Landau $765, 1-Ton Truck (ckaaruOabr) $495, 
IVToo Truck (ClUwUOah) $375. AO »rten/. •. k. Fltafc MkA.

LOWE-BRACKEN MOTOR CO.
MERKEL, TEXAS

Q U A L I T Y  A T  L O W
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THE M ERKEL M AIL

JUST A FEW DAYS UN­
TIL CHRISTMAS

Cotton Not Best 
Wealth Producer 

A. & M. Study Shows

Most everybody wants to i?o some­

where in their car during the Christmas 

Holidays. And you know it sure is tough 

to have to change a tire these cold days— 

Ixitter come in and put on a new one in the 

place of that worn tire.

And be sure and don’t run out of Gas. 

Let us fill your tank and look after your 

other filling station needs.

SERVICE WITH A SMILE 

—That’s us—and Quickly Done. too.

‘Cotton deceives mote Oklahoma .

from cotton that averages two-thirda 
more than their rent on grain. With 
two-thirds larger income and lest 
cost for cotton than they have for 
other crops, it is only natural for 
them to insist that tenants grow the 

, largest possible cotton acreage.

farmers and business men in the
Striking proof that depending too

, , . , . . .  much on cotton does not pay farmers
matter of its true relation to their j ^
financial well-being than any other i agricultural
farm enterprise in the Slate. J.
Sanders, head of the department of : Pottawatomie
agricultural w'omnnics at the Okla-^ faimers who received
honia A. & M. t ollege sa.vs. | -------------------------------------------------------------------------

“ Cotton in reality often is an

in
counties.

econo-1 i' 
Bryan and i |c 
Oklahoma, j ¡r'i

THIS CHRISTMAS
Give Something Different

For the Family, for your Friends 
The g ift that only you can give,

Your Photograph
UODDEN STUDIO, Merkel, Texas

emy to our prosjierity, 
says.

Mr. Sanders. . . .  I K «  $248 each year since they be- MAYOR N« D. COBB A N D  W IFE
and this IS true largely be-' earning; also, it was found that: 

cause o f overdoing a good thing. de|>ending on live
Cotton will and should continue to bel ,^^^  ,,
the mam basis of our agriculture in i ^
the cotton belt, if prices remain as ^  ^
they have been during the last few 
years. Nevertheless, our present ten­
ant system puts too much emphasis 
on C'ltton. In the main we have an 
unbalanced condition because tenants 
do not have the choice as to what 
crops they are to plant. Owners o f

year, while farmers whose receipts 
from these sources amounted to 26 
per cent or more of all their income 
saved at the average rote of $240 
a year since they began for them­
selves.

In short, depending too much ontenant farms insist on a crop system I 
that undoubtedly is not only bad fori^®“ " "  means that one group made one
the tenanU’ financial progress, but '
for the State’s prosiierity in g e n -1 f - i -m e r s  who did not depend so

much on cotton. A small income from
 ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂live 8tf)ck, K^rdenb and fruits went

A  recent survey of the crop acre- .1  »u n •  ̂ wu ̂  ̂ . alonK With small savinifs o f wealth,
age of about 600 cotton farmers in eru  ̂ *u u * *u ^, . j These ftcU  further show that the ef
Oklahoma shows that owners, manager does not organize
are free to plant what they wish,|^j^ 
had only 53 per cent o f their crop I 
land in cotton, while tenants had 64 i 
l>er cent of theirs in cotUm. Tenants I

CELEBRATE THEIR 25TH
W EDDIN i; A N N IVER SAR Y

, I usually believe that too much cotton

their tenants to plant the better o ff 
y j they (the landlords) will be. Facts 
i j !  seem- to show that both are right, 
1̂  ' although 8 more careful study of 
tĵ l I owners p.i.bably would show 
|S' tnoy a>-c wrong."

In U*23 it cost tenant.« in Okla

December Dth marked the twenty- ir.g consiuirab’e l;..a;tc -1 Jorj, and 
fifth  year o f wedded bliss for Mayor hj decided to go west to recoup his 
N. D. Cobb and wife o f _Merkel, fortunes. He came first to Merkel, 
Their marriage was solemnized at but soon went to Trent where he 
Dallas. At that time Mr. Cobb wa.s taught school in 11)01-06. There was 
a resident of Robertson County. Mrs. no school building at Trent at that 
Cobb was Miss Dora Talley of .VIer- time, and Mr. Cobb taught in the 
kel. Two sons and a daughter have Christian church building. Later he 

much on cotton. A small income from | blessed their union. was mainly instrumental in having
Mr. Cobb at the time of his mar- a school building erected at Trent, 

riagv was county superintendent of Thus, by this laudable enterprise, he 
schools o f Robertson County. He no doubt earned for himself the 
was for eighteen years on the Ix^ard right to the title of father o f Trent’s 
of examiners, and for si.x years a schools.
member of the State board of Exa-1 A fter his year a.« teacher at Trent 
miners. Previous to his tenure of Mr. Cobb returned to Merkel, where 

t e cotton belt would imc^ ioiiice as county school superintend- continuously sine«.
ent, Mr. Cobb taught school in R o-1. , . . .
. . . . .. v:i holding various public offices, includ-bertson County, and it was while en- _ _ *
gaged in this work that he met Miss j ' ’’ *'■ o i  the peace, county
Taliej, who wa.s a pupil of his. coniimstioner, and is now serving his

A fter studying law and being ad- second term a.s mayor o f Merkel.
r. Cf'bb made .Most of Mayor Cobb’s life since 

{nat I c o t t o n  to other ciops. judge of Robert-j attaining manhood has been spent
The.'iC I .ai.. uie ba.-ic a leducl.on in Pinintv_ r.ml wn« liefenteil )iv n in public service, and he has admin-

¡on cotton. These facts arc hgihly 
significant and probably show that a 
sound policy o f permanent prosper­
ity in

does not pay them best, Mr. Sanders ■.. . . . . . , l • ■. . .  ' . . , ’ , . .. that tenants must have a freer choice i
thinks, “ while the landlords believe
that the more cotton they can get

as to the amount o f cotton they will 
grow, or that they will have to work 
toward a system of farming where 
fur less tenancy |.revaiU. Either ! 
plan would mean a reduction in the ,

JIAGNOLIA 
STATION

>11 County, and was defeated by a
the rto|K>i tioi. of cotton to a pei ma-1 y margin. Later he re- ;istertd the offices he has held com_

. , n»nt ' utior. of the problem of sui- j.*„rt Worth and ciigag«*«! mendably and for the betterment of
hoir.a 63 per cent more to grow an ¡ p'u,; y ,tton acreage.

T
v j

* acre of cotton than it did to grow , ____ _̂________
wheat, corn and oats the following ' 
year. The value of cotton per acre * E P T  T E X A S  

.5,' avcragi'd about 66 j>er cent more 
than did the value o f grain |>er
acre. This shows that, counting the | 

,cost and total returns from cotton, | 
does not pay enough more than | 

does other crops to make the tenant i 
want to plant nothing but cotton. I f  
risk and other indirect costs could 
be included, the case for cotton would 
be very much against the tenant.

In contrast to this cotton situation 
for tenants, cotton costs owners of 
rented land less than does grain, but 
at the same time owners get a rent

i\ JÍ. .IONES, .Vgent.

\\ INS N.VTION AL  

VICTORY AT PHIL.

in the practice o f law. However, an the community. Merkel is fortunate 
unfortunate venture in the mercan- in having so able a man as its chief 
tile business resulted in his sustain-; officer.

West Texas scores again. The West 
Texas Chamber of Commerce agri­
cultural exhibit at the Sesqui-Ccn- 
tennial Exposition in Philadelphia 
ha« been awarded the gold medal 
in competition with exhibits from 
practically every state in the Union.

The West Texas exhibit won on 
I the basis o f scope and variety of 
products and ingenuity o f arrange­
ment and display, according to a 
letter received from Sesqui officials 

^who complimented most highly the 
j . achievement o f of West Texas Cham- 
I ber of Commerce in winning the 

^  I award. The silver medals went to 
I North Carolina and Ohio, and Ark- 

j ansBi took the bronze award.
The West Texas Chamber of Com­

merce exhJMt ka.< attracted great at­
tention since the ojiening day of the 

I big expositor. B. M. Whiteker, ex­
hibit manager o f the organization 
went to Philadeiphig and personally 
arranged the exhibit. It is worthy 
of note that the West Texas display 
was the only agricultural exhibit 
ready when the Sesqui opened its 
doors on June 1, although practi­
cally every state exhibited later,

' Sf'me being financed by legislature 
appropiiations.

The West Texas exhibit featured 
'agricultural products of West Texas. 
X big star, emblematic of the Lone 
Star State, was made of maize and j 
other grain sorghums to constitute 

Q; the center piece of the exhibit. Nine 
mounted sheep and goats flanked the 
exhibit on each side and in the back 
ground was a huge horse made of 
grain sorghums. Worked into the 
exhibit were artistic bundles of 
grain, containers filled with thresh­
ed wheat from the plains, inc'udi.ig 
samples o f Giles Garner of Snyder 

i famous 86 bushels per acre wheat, 
i Gotten was displayed in it i different 
I Btag^ with samples of cotton fibres 

\ and o tton  cloth in proce.:i o f man­
ufacture. Numbers of bolls of cot­
ton were kept on hand during the 
season for souvenir distribution. 
Fruits, vegetables, canned articles 
and in fact every variety o f product 
produced in West Texas were con­
stantly supplied the exhibit. Descrip­
tive literature of practically every 
county and leading town was distri­
buted from the booth throughout the 
month; of the fair.

B. M. Whiteker, exhibit manager 
i'O l the We t Texas Chamber of Com- 

1-  jmercc i# a veteran exhibitor of West 
S! I Texas. His exhibits while secreUry 
J I : of the Haskell Chamber o f Com- 
^ I ! merce scored high at every fair, and 

J' during his six years a.- exhibit man- 
Í  I i ager of the West Texs.s CiiMiuber of 
' 11 Commerce, he has won every first 

where he has exhibited except one, 
and that time damage was done his 
products by rats. John Whiteker, 
son of B. M. WhiUker, was in 
charge of the Philadelphia booth and 
attended to changes in arrangement 

new materials sent in|.

Try •  Claeeified Ad ia The MalL

The gift of Jéwtlry carrk-.s with it the 

most concise; .story of your sentiments. 

And in a refinetl way that make.s a deep 

impression because of its inherent fineness. 

And when it comes from this Store it car­

ries added prestige. Moderate prices al­
ways ¡irevail.

Wrist Watches------------ $18 to $60

Diamond Rings......... $20 to $300

Gents’ Strap Watches....$15 to $40

A  good selection of Ring.s and Bar Pins. 

A  COMPLETE STOCK OF JEW ELRY

MERKEL DRUG

■
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CHRISTMAS-
— and YOCIR DINNKR

Food ís the 
you buy here

IT ’S a satisfaction to know that the
best— the finest the market affords. If ______
you are as.sured of highest quality, with lowest prices, 
.such as these:
As.sorted Nuts, per lb_________________________  3 5 c
Cranberries, gallon ...................70c
No. 2 Sliced Pineapple, 4 for _ _____ "  si 00
Smith’s Best Flour, 100 lbs. ___________ Z17  ’! $1.20

F lU  ITS OF A LL  KINDS  
FIRE WORKS FOR THE KIDDIES

PATTONS GROCERY

The Open Door

I  ^  . A A

Entertains With Supper

Mr. and Mrs. E. Higgins en­
tertained some of their fiiond.s with 
an oyster supper Monday night. 
Forty-two, drauing, and whistling 
games were enjoyed. .Mrs. Earth- 
man being the best arti.st won first 
prize and .Mr. Higgins winning the 
whistling prize.

Covers were laid for .Mr. and .Mr.<. 
W. n. Butler, Mr. and .Airs. C. 
Lee, .Mr. and Mrs. T. T. Earthman 
and Mr. and Mrs. E. Higgins.

Each guests regrette<l when the 
time came to depart.

Embarras.sing

. j  -ermon.The General—Jolly g 
Fellow deserves a better 
tion. Hardly a soul in the place.

The Widow— AVasn’t it dreadful? 
Every time he said ‘dearly beloved’ 
I felt as i f  I ’d receive a proposal.

By “ Dad”
Away back in the bO’s there lived 

in .Atlanta, Georgia, a seventeen- 
year-old boy, an orphan, whose up­
bringing was left to his devoted old 
grandmother. Their home, an hum-; 
ble but comfortable one, was located ' 
in tlie outskirts of the then young' 
metropolis of the South, which at ' 
that time wast recovering from th e ' 
ravaging effects o f the Civil War and ■ 
Sherman’s march to the sea. |

The boy had nothing to complain j 
of insofar as the comfoit.s o f life  ̂
were concerned. His home life was j 
congenial and he was the pride of | 
his good old grandmother. His com­
panions were boys and girls of his 
own ago who had grown up in the . 
same community, who were punctual 
at school and Sunday school and who . 
had never dreamed of the “ sheik”  I 
or “ flapper.” He was of a type 
that drew himself the love and 
friendship of all who knew him. j 

But the circus came to town.
Old John Robinson’s circus. This ' 

boy had never seen a circus. He had 
been looking forward with joy and 
happiness for several days to th is. 
great event. He would see his firs t! 
circus. So he left home and went to 

I see the great parade. He stood with |
I the crowd and watched and listen- ' 
ed as the aggregation of wonders J 

I pas-:ed, the band, the beautiful hors­
es mounterf by men and women cloth- j ; 
ed in brilliant costumes, the wild in­
habitants of the jungle on foot and I 
in cages. The boy was awe-stricken 
and delighted and he stood and wit- ' I 

’ ne->ed for the first time the long

I Santa'sBest Suggestions
FOR

THOUGHTFUL XMAS GIVERSf*

i

t in tI •' .......................................... - .... ■» euej
congrega- parade of a great show. And then— ! íJ ®

the parade to the

AVhat liu.< become of ail the high

Latest scientific figures show that 
light travels 180,17S miles a second, 
which is nearly 20 miles a second 
slower than the original calcula­
tions. But still that seem.s to be fa.st 
enough, says the Re«l Wing, Minn., 
Republican.

I He followed
show grounds. He bought hia ticket 
and entered the “ big top.”  What he 

I saw there has been seen »ince by 
hun<lred.-i of thout-ind.s of others. 
But after the performance was over 
.and the crowd had left the .«how 
grounds, he forgot home, friends and 

for the cotton farmer? There is no his gramlmother and sought the man- 
more reason why farming as a busi-|ager of the show. Being an excei>- 

should reccivt: private or gov-j bright boy’ , active, intelli­
gent and hand-sonte, the manager 
gave him a job.

The boy remaine<l with the circus

Duns 

Knives 

Flashlights 

Air Rifles 

Kiddie Kars 

Electric Irons 

Serving Trays 

Carving Sets 

Dads Lanterns 

Aluminum Ware 

Coleman Lamps 

Electric Toasters 

Coleman Lanterns

IF YOU ARE PUZ­
ZLED OVER YOUR 
XMAS GIFTS FOR 
FATHER, MOTHER 
OR ANY MEMBER 
OF THE FAMILY, 
LET OS HELP YOU 
S O LV E T H I S  
PROBLEM.

A VFSIT TO OCR STORK
W ILL CONVINCE VOC

ness

ernment aid than any other busine.-s, i 
c.'ccpt in case o f drought, or a pub­
lic calamity o f some kind. The farm­
er that will use his brain as well as 
his hands and feet, diversify his j 
farming operations, by planting | 
plenty of grain and feed stu ff; raise]

Newspaper bargain days are

their own meat, will never have Vo 
! worry over the price o f cotton, or ap- 
I i)eal to the government for help, 

here. —̂ The Baird Star.

JUST ONE W EEK UNTIL

Ì

Í
C H R I S T M A S

5■
!

—And you sure want to have that best 
Suit or Dress nicely cleaned and pressed 
ready for Christmas Eve and the follow­
ing holidays.

Don’t wait until the day before 
Christmas to have us call for your Tailor 
work, and possibly neglect it entirely. 
Avoid the rush by calling us today, and 
we will be right after it.

'S'

We Call For and Deliver

CASH TAILOR SHOP
Kent Street Phone 180.

for five years. He traveled from 
town to town, from city to city and 
from State to State. During all 
that time his services were recogniz­
ed and he was rapidly promoted un­
til he held a prominent clerical posi­
tion.

When the show season closed, old 
John Robinson alwayrs made for Cin­
cinnati where he kept the show in 
winter quarters. One cold winter 
night the young man wa.s seated in 
his room at one o f the hotels in Cin­
cinnati, and had just finished his 
la.-'t reports for the .season, and all 
at once he thought of home and 
grandmother. He must go and sea 
that dear old woman who had al­
ways been so good and who loved him 
so much. He packed his suitcase and 
hastened to catch a train for .Atlanta, 
his old home.

Atlanta was not the city then that 
it is now— no electric lights, no elec­
tric trolley lines nor skyscrapers 
that you see there today— for at that 
time she was just rising from the 
a.<hes o f a desperate struggle. There 
were gas lights on the streets, a few 
in the homes, while many of the 
homes still used the old kerosene ' 
lamps.

When the boy arrived in Atlanta 
it was raining and the city looked 
dark, dreary and dismal and he had 
a long distance to walk. It was mid­
night. When finally he reached that 
part of the’ city which he once called i 
home, he saw in the distance a light j 
shining in the hallway o f the house. 
Approaching slowly he recognized his 
old home. The door was open and 
the light was shining. Opening the 
gate, he.walked up to the house and 
knocked. He knocked again, and 
then down the hall a door opened 
and the sweet old face o f his grand­
mother peeped out.

“ Grandmother!”
“ My boy!”
And they were soon clasped in each 

other’s arms. The boy asked: “ Why

Crown Hardwa
W E GIVE YOU SATISFACTION EVERY TLME 

A N D  SAVE YOU .MONEY A LL  THE TLME.

was the door left open and why did ID EAL CHRISTM.AS G IFT 
you leave the light burning?”  _______

“ My darling boy,”  his grandmother Corona Four, the standard Port- 
replied. “ That door has been kept able $60.00 cash or $65.00 terms, 
wide open and the light has beeniSlO.OO down and $.5.00 a month, 
burning in this hall every night since j Mail orders promptly filled. Write 
you left home for I knew you would . Abilene T>*pewriter Exchange, .Abi-
come hack.” lene, Texas. I7t?p

Young man, the light is still burn- BLEEDING SORE GUMS: Even
ing, the door is wide open and your after pyorrhea ha.« affected your 
Savior is still waiting to cla.sp you ^stomach, kidneys and your general 
to His arms. Will you come? ¡health, causing rheumatism.1'

I Pyorrhea Remedy, use<l as

\Vc wonder what the exact age o f 
;the alleged “ flapper bandit.”  Miss 
I Rebecca Bradley, who last Saturday ■ 
held up the Farmers’ National Bank . 
at Buda and escaped the clutches o f ' 
the law for several hours, really is. 

j Several o f the daily papers are us- 
Ung the ages from 17 to 22 years» 
but we are of the opinion that if she 
were a daughter of ours, whether 17 

I oi 50 years, we would adhere to the

A TOW N W ITH A FI T I RE Druggist.s return

Many towns have been started 
with their future far from being as- 
suretl, and they have died under ad­
verse conditions, with a great loss in 
property and wealth to their citi­
zens.

Merkel is a town with an assured 
future. It has not one, but three 
great factors o f commerce which 
make its fture secure, and will in 
time yield * it boundless wealth. 
These three are oil, cotton and live­
stock. No community so circum­
stanced can fail to prosper.

can save you. 
money if it fail.

HAMM DRUG CO.

Your name imprinted on Christ- 
ma.s cards adds individuality.

Leto 8 I old < discipline of “ hickory tea,’’
directed substituting a razor strap for said 

tee, and -ee if the pretty miss could 
not be taught there wa.« such a 
thing as a family’s honor to uphold 
rrthep than disgraceful “ publicity”  
which doubtless the alleged “ flapper 
tandii”  craved.

FARM & RANCH LOANS

At 6, 6 1 /2  and 7 per cent inter-
est payable once a year. Terms 
5, 10, 20 or 33 years, the best 
contract ever offered the bor­
rower. NO RED TAPE. See me 
if you want a loan. W  E. MUIR, 
Abilene, Texas. lJan27

The GIFT  

Exquisite!

THINGS of beautj’ and 

a joy forever— silken 
undergarments and neg­
ligees are the most 
truly acceptable of all 
feminine gifts. Teddies, 
nightgown.s pajama.s, 
slips, step-ins and 
bloomers, in all shades.

PICCADILLY STYLE SHOP
Across Street From Post Office

rTr- ■ ia
t

G u aran ty  A bstrac t  Co.
114>i Pine Street

ABILENE, TEXAS
For PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE have your abstract work done by us.

■ W e Guarantee «Satisfaction •"■i-:
\

H. B, TAYLOR, Manager Phone 1132 ABILENE. TEXAS
I ; J ,  w  . /  I ¡  -I  ¡ i  1. ’J r ’ i
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To My Dear Old Santa:
Dear Santa: Please bring me a

little broom and a piano and my sis­
ter, Kathleen wants a sleepy doll, 
and a broom. My little brother, M.

J. wants a wagon with a horse hr>ok- 
ed to it and a big horn, so please 
don’t forget to visit us, Snntr,.

From Sarahleo, Kathleen and M. 
J. I.uras.

I

(iive Joy to the Family!
The Radio is an cterUstinji >rift— the best en- 

tcrtiiinm.en* oi the country at your coniinand at 
all times. \\\ carry all the Standard makes of 
reliabl. Ki*cei\ ::iK Set.- and Acce.ssories at rea- 
M liable prices.

The Crusley 5-50-A, five-tube set, 
tuned Radio frequency combined 
with rcciencration, making: one of 
the most powerful five-tube sets on 
the marliet. Prices including- Ra-
dit trons, loud speaker, B batteries, 
antena wii e, 100 amp storage battery 
i nd all necessarv accessories com- 
pieto ‘ SI 00.00

Other standard makes and equip­
ment in ijruoortion.

Padi(*las. Croslcv, .\rb(»rphone
E'’ci‘ea«iy Batteries. B Eiimena- 

ter^. Storaue Batteries. Cunnuig- 
ham Tubes! Everything for the 
Radio.

Pf'nr Santn Claus:
Plva-^e hring me a blaokb >ard with 

cruyons, house shoes, suit case for 
dolly, and some dishes and a wind­
ing toy. Santa Claus, I thank you.

Your loving little girl,
Mary Joe Garland.

Dear .Santa:
I am a little country boy just eight 

years old. I want you to bring mo a 
air gun and a little car. Would be 
so much pleased with fruit.s of all 
kinds. I help my mother and father 
work all the time. I am very crazy 
for Christma.s to come. Hoping all 
little girls and boys a Merry Christ­
mas and a Happy New Year.

Master W. M. Lawson, Rt. .t.
I*. S. I will please you with cake, 

pies and all good things to eat.

* V.
m m fSÊlÊm Êm 0Êm ÊÊiÊÊ!ÊiÊÊm ^msm

. . . .

' -w-

Dear Santa Claus:
I am writing to you to see i f  you 

have forgotten about me, I gue.ss 
you have. Santa please bring me a 
for.thall, a banjo, toy car, a saxa- 

I phone, a typs writcr, three b<ixes o f 
I air rifle shot and plenty o f candy. 
1 ai>ples, oranges, and all kinds of 
j nuts. I go to Stilh school and am 
I thirteen years old and in the sixth 
j grade, so please come to si*e me.

. • I  Your friend.
¡¿j ! Sam Burns, Rt. 4.1  ̂ t

'll

• . ^  -4>

WE5T COMPANY
Mike this a Radio Christmas

Dear .®!anta Claus:
iCt 1 I want you to biing me a doll and 

1 buggy, a bed and a chair and some 
^  i apple.-», oranges, candy and nuts of 

all kinds. Please bring me a pair of 
skates, ind bring me a pair of scis­
sors and a set of aluminum dishes. 

Good by old Santa,
Bessie Stout.

Dear Santa Claus:
Please bring me a baby doll and 

some A. B. C. blocks and a little 
cedar chest for my doll, clothes, also 
some fruit, candy and nuts.. I will 
be a good little girl.

Your little friend,
Comora Hughes.

LETTERS RECEIVED
FOR S.VNTA CLAUS

I Dear Santa Claus:
As it is about Christmas I thought

II would write you to tell you what 
I want for Christma.s. I want a

_bab/ doll with a little cap and dress 
I lo match and little white slippers 
' and sot ka. I want a ring with a red 

»> ill yon pi«a:e bring me a train -et in it. Of course I want candy 
tie ear, a stet n sh ve! and ■ on.e tr.a* g >es 'pjur.'i m; a tra k and j»b» s- | r;u1 apples and oranges. Santa

ei a de’M.t and a truck and some f'iaus I have a little baby sister, 21

(

Dear Santa;
PIea.se bring : :e an n-—<ome, a Lt-

Dear Sa-.ta Ciaus

fruit and i*iiid>. 
boy.

I am being a niee

Junior. h i’ ll thing» with and a

Dear .Sa 'a C i-, :
I want y iu t. bring me a baby 

doll, trunk, linb.rella, baby buggy, 
candy, nuts, anii fruits

Annie .!.ie Burn.s, Rt. 4

Dear Santa C'aus:
I want you t bring me a little 

c-ar, horn, and -»me crayons, i-all 
candy, nut>«, fn ji, and anything e!'e 
you can spare n;

Little J T. Burns, Rt 4

P. S.

T.r ;■» i<T iny pistol.
\ little fritnd.

Elmo Burfeiiul. 
B nrg Jop what cvei .h

'month- old. plea«e bring her some 
ti-ys. I am U .vear.s old. I live in the 
c-'Uf.try.

Yours truly,
i Fay Pincklev.

Dear Santa:
How are you? I want you to 

please bring me a baby doll and a 
baby buggy. I will thank you very 
much and a little cedar chest for 
my doll and a ring Santa, and a 
sack of fruit and candies. I will 
try to be a good little girl. I will 
thank you ver>' much, dear Santa.

Your little friend.
Laverne Hughes.

F O R  T H E  B E S T

CHRISTMAS DINNER
We have all the “trimmings” to go with 

the holiday turkey—

FRI ITS, CANDIES, NUTS  

We have all the necessary ingredients for 

THE FRUIT CAKE

And a general line of Staple Groceries. 
We I)cli\ er.

Ï -I

McÛQDBlii & Galium
Kent Street Phone 2.59.

Dear Santa Claus:
1 am a little boy 3 years old. My 

mother says 1 have been a very good 
boy this year. I didn’t pick any cot­
ton this year but I brought in wood 
and chips for mother to cook with. 
I want you to bring me nuts, candies, 
fruits and a rubber ball with A. B. 
C.’s on it. Oh yes, dear Santa will 
you please bring me a go-bike. 
Thank you.

Your little friend,
Jo« Tarpley, Rt. 1.

W H Y TAKE A CHANCE?

wi'ni V.

Dear Santa CUu--

Dear Santa Claus:
I have bi*en a good little girl for 

the last few days, and I am expecting 
.vou t< come to visit me this year.

Dear Santa Calus:
Please bring me a coaster wagon 

and a pair of skates and some nuts 
and candy and i f  you won’t mind it 
I would like to have some fruit. 

Your little friend,
William Hughes.

Dear Santa Caus:
I will tell you what I want. I 

want a cap pisU>I and 5 boxes of 
«caps. My brother wants a touring 
oar and 5 boxes of caps, he has the 
pistol

Yours truly,
Oscar Johnson Adcock and Way- 

land Roy Adcock.

Plea-.e br.i.g r.. a baby d-.H, and a piea.-e bring me a set o f little dish 
rail of ho'’ .H s ;v^ , some nuts and e«, a baby doll and a doll buggy. I 
fruit.', and anvining else you can ^^jg^ would also fill my stockings 
(.are a li i ’.le ga l iiiwe me. with candv. fruits and nuts. I love

Mary Helen Ma.shburn.
, with candy, fruits and nuts. 
I you lots and lots.

Dear Santa Claus:

Dea; Fant:. Cla-js:
I am a little girl, 6 years o'J. I 

love you dearly. Plea.-e bring me a

Geraldyne Sloan.

Dear Santa C’aus: '
I am a little bo.v, 5 years old. I 

have been a good boy and have been 
picking cotton. Dear Old Santa I 
want you to bring me a watch, nuts 

'and some candy. I will thank you 
very much.

Your little friend,
* Ray Tarpley, Rt. 1. 

P. S. We have a large chimney for 
you to come down. We will sure 
put the fire out.

I To Dear Old Santa Claus:
, Dear Santa: I am a Rttle boy ten

doll, a doll l>ed and a little dresser, Have been a pretty good
fruits, nut-s, and cand;.. Tnanking ĵ ^̂ y Santa I want you to please
you in advance, I am.

Lola Foster.

Dearest Santa:
As it is almost Christmas, we are 

writing to you, asking you not to 
forget us. We are two small boys, 
eight and six years of age. We are

bring me a knife, a watch and a 
new neck tie, and don’t forget my 
two sisters. Golden wants a little 
doll buggy and Sifter, our little 
baby sister wants a little doll too, 
yes and Santa we wart some orang­
es, apples, nuts and candy and any_ 
thing else you can bring us, and 

! dear Santa don't forget all dear lit-
I am a little boy, 8 years of age,

I want a bicycle if you have one for not a.sking you for much as we
me. i f  not, r.nvthing that you have know that you have so many lit-I »le children every where, especially 
for me would be alright. I would tie boys and girls to visit. We only I ijttje orphan children. I will be
like an air gun. Don’t forget apples, |ask for a tool chest, candy, fruits. ^ ĵ ŷ gg^iy Lo^
nrangeti. candy and nuts. iand nuts. Thanking you very much.

Zerk Robertson. Eldon and Otheli Reeves.

gix persons were killed on a grade 
crossing at Wellborn, Fla., Wednes­
day—a young woman, her mother, 
her mother-in-law and her two little 
daughters, aged six and three years 
respectively. The sixth member of 
the party was a friend, the w ife of 
the Wellborn postma.'ter. •

Somebody was careless. Some­
body “ took a chance.”  The grade 
crossing was a warning to be cau­
tious—to obey th gpm:nand pained 
on .1 sign to “ Stop, look and listen.” 
That would have assured safety for 
the party o f six in the automobile.

But it was easier to take a chance. 
It meant the saving of a quarter of 
a minute. It meant avoiding the 
necessity of stopping and starting. 
And it meant— death!

The thousands of grade-crossing 
horrors that occur annually in the

public of indifference that is inex- 
L'nited States indict the motoring 
cusable, o f carelessness that is crim­
inal. An automobile has no chance 
when i( disputes a crossing with a 
flying train weighing hundreds of 
tons. It will be hurled from the 
track a mass o f tangled wreckage, 
and only as the result o f a miracle 
can any o f its occupants escape death 
or serious injury.

Why gamble with fate at the grade 
crossing?

Why dare death for the sake of ten 
or fifteen seconds saved, even if th^ 
journey is important?

Why take it for granted that you, 
Mr., or Mrs. or Miss Car Driver, are 
luckier than thousands were who 
have died at grade crossings.

Gamble i f  you will, but don’t gam­
ble with human Iiv«e. When you 
reach a grade crossing, be sure you 
can get across before you start 
aerfiss.

be at Noodle Dome. Upon going to 
Noodle Dome he interviewed deputy 
•Adam.«, who Informed him that Mr. 
Armistead was not his prisoner, but 
was placed in the Noodle Dome cala­
boose by Mr. Brown. Mr. Russell 
was unable to secure his uncle’s re- . 
lease.

('hri8tmas Gifts at a small 
cost that are practical.— Brown 
Dry (ioods Co.

Dear Santa Claus:
I am a little girl, 3 years old. I 

want a baby doll and buggy, some 
dishes and apples, oranges, candy, 
and nuts.

Your little friend,
Pegrpy Doris Robertson.

of love to Dear old .Santa.
Thomas King, Rt. 2.

Dear Santa Claus: *
I am a little girl, 10 yca:-s old. I 

want a baby doll, and bui gy, some 
applej, oranges, candy, nuU and any­
thing el»e you can bring me and 
don’t forget the other little girls and 
boyss

Evelyn Robertson.

Try a Classified Ad in The Mail

C l o s i n g  O ' * *
AT CARSUJ CASH p ommencing Tuesday. Dec. 21 
& CARRY GROCERY i l i o s i n g  Friday, December 31

COWBOYS RODEO

THIS IS THE TIME FOR YOU TO BUY YOUR GROCERIES AT A  BIG SAVING.

CARSON <a SON

DECEMBER 24TH A N D  ?5TH
2:30 P. M. ;

MERKEL, TEXAS

('our blocks west and one block north o f , Higrh- 
way Filling: Station.

PLEN TY  OF FREE PAR K ING  SPACE.

t  }

\Ä0
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Friendships Most Perfect Gift—  

Your Photog-raph
Make the appointment now, and avoid 

disappointment.

Koddens Studio, Merkel, Texas.

NOTICE UY PU B LICATIO N  TO 
NO N-RESID ENT AND  U N ­

KNO W N OWNERS

TH E  STA TE  OF TEXAS, 
County of Taylor.

W H EREAS, TH E STATE  OF 

TE X A S , Through its County Attor- 
'ney, did, on the 3rd day of December 
A . D. 1926, file in the District Court 
o f Taylor County, In the State of 
Texas, its petition in Suit No. 815-T 
on the Civil Docket of said Court, 
being suit brought by the said THE 
STA TE  OF TEXAS, as Plaintiff 
against Mrs. Ada Johnson (w idow ), 
H. A. Carpenter and Mrs. H. A. Car­
penter, Joe Nobles and Mrs. Joe 
Nobles, C liff Sherman and Mrs. 
C liff Sherman, whose residences are 
unknown to affiant and after dili-

T llE R E FO R E , To cite all iateiested 
parties and to make parties De­
fendant by notice in the name of 
TH E STATE  OF TEXAS, and the 
County of Taylor, directed to all per­
sons owning or being in any way in­
terested in the lands therein de­
scribed delinquent to the State and 
County for taxes, and to be pub­
lished in a newspaper in said County, 
one time a week for three consecu­
tive weeks, in the manner and style 
following:—

TH E STA TE  OF TE X A S  AND  
TH E CO U NTY OF Taylor to Mrs. 
Ada Johnson (w idow ), H. A. Car­
penter and Mrs. H. A. Carpenter, 
and Joe Nobles and Mrs. Joe Nobles, 
C liff Sherman and Mrs. C liff Sher­
man whose residence are unknown, 
and G. D. Nobles and Mrs. G. D. 
Nobles, and J. F. Jordon and Mrs. J.

the District Court o f Taylor County, 
and State of Texas, being the next 
regular term thereof to be held at 
the Court House thereof, at Abilene, 
on the 3rd day o f January 1927 and 
show cause why judgment shall not 
be rendered cunaeinning said land | 
(or lots), and ordering sale and fore-1 
closure thereof for said taxes and 
costs of suit.

W ITN E SS M Y H AND  AND  OF­
F IC IA L  SE.\L A t my offiice in Abi­
lene, Texas, this 3rd day of De­
cember A. D. 1926.

J. K. FULLER,
District Clerk, Taylor County, Texas.

10t3

B AB Y G IRL PASSES A W A Y

gent inquiry cannot be ascertained 
and that G. D. Nobles and Mrs. G. j f . Jordon who are non-residents of 
D. Nobles and J. F. Jordon and Mrs. the State and W. D. Hutcheson and

^J F Jordon are non-residents o f this 
state, as defendants and the nature of 
the P la in tiff’s demand as stated in the 
said petition being an action to re­
cover o f the Defendants as the own-

Mrs. W. D. Hutcheson who reside in 
Taylor County, Texas, who are the 
heirs and only heirs o f P. Nobles 
and Mrs. P. Nobles and to all per­
sons owning or having or claiming

er o f the lands returned delinquent any interest in the following de­
fe r the taxes due thereon for the. scribed land delinquent to the State 
years 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, [o f Texas and County o f Taylor for
1924, and 1925; and, whereas, the j taxo.s, to-wit: Lots 13 to 16; Lots 13,
said owners non-resident of the 
State (or the name of said owner 
unknown), and upon the affidavit of 
Frank E. Smith County Attorney 
having been made, setting forth that 

^  said two owners arc non-re.sidents of 
the State of Texas and residents of 
others are unknown to affiant, as the 
Attorney for the State of Texas, and 
after inquiry, cannot be ascertained.)

TH E  FOLLOW ING  NOTICE IS,

14, 15 and IG and Block No. 16, Col­
lege addition to the city of Merkel, 
Taylor County, Texas which said 
land is delinquent for taxes for the 
following amounts: $78.76 for State 
taxes, and County for County taxes, 
and you are hereby notified that suit 
has been brought by the State for the 
collection o f said taxes and you are 
commanded to appear and defend 
such suit at the January Term of

ISTERM K D IA  TE LEAGUE

Subject: (Christmas): My G ift to 
the King.

Leader: Weldon Coates.
Song': “ Silent N îght, Holy Night.” 
Prayer.
Scripture: Matt. 20:37: Leader. 
The .Meaning of Christmas: Milton 

Case.
True Giving to Others: J. T. Dar- 

sey.
Christmas Play.
Jane: Louise Booth.
Spirit o f Christmas: Thelma

Leach.
Orphan G irl: Hazel Leslie.
Orphan Boy: O. B. Boden. 
Newsboy: W, A. Whitley.
Girl: Ethel Hamilton.
Chinese Boy: E. L. Turner.
Song.
Benediction.

Every one was made sad on last I 
Friday morning when the death I 
angel entered the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Tarvin and carried 
away their darling little daughter, 
Charlene.

She was sick only a few days and 
in spite o f all that physicians and 
loving friends could do, quietly pass­
ed away Friday morning about ten 
o’clock, l.ittle Charlene was only 
about two years old and will alway.s 
be remembered by her sweet ways.

Funeral services were held at the 
Presbi-terian Church here -with bur­
ial services immediately afterward 
in the Compere community. The be­
reaved family have our sympathy in 
this their saddest hour.— A Friend.

Archie Rose and N. A. Dowell re­
turned Saturday night from a week’s 
hunting trip in the Big Bend coun­
try. Leaving here they drove to 
Marathon and from there into the 
wilds where, about thirty miles from 
Marathon, they killed a four-point, 
blacktail buck deer. Upon being 
questioned as to whose shot laid the 
prairie monarch low, each claimed 
the honor, but finally and fortunately 
before hostilities ensued compromised 
by saying, “ we killed it.”

Intermediate Epivorth Lectgie

Subject: My g ift to the King.
Leader: Milton Ca.se.
Scripture: Matt. 2:1-1’ ; R mans 

12: 1- 2.
Song: “ Joy to the World.’
Song: “ Silent Nigl t.”
The Meaning of Christrna.-;: W. A. 

Whitley.
True Giv’ng to Others: Louise

Booth.
Violin S>!o: Lynn MeSpaddin. 
Benediction.

METHODIST CHUltCU

Your name imprinted on Christ­
mas cards adds individuality.

“ Orphanage Day.”
Next Sunday is the day set apart 

by the Methodists o f Texas to re­
member our Orphanag«' with a 
Christmas offering. No more appro­
priate time than at Christmas could 
be fixed in our calender to remem­
ber the helpless, especially dei>end- 
ent children. •

We hope that every member of 
our Sunday school and church will 
bring an offering ne.xt Sunday for 
the Orphanage.

Sunday School at
IVorshlp at 11:00 a. m. a” d 7:00 

p. m.
A glad welcome to every one at 

all our services, especially visitors 
and strangers.— W. R. McCarter.

ONE 
MORE 
WEEK 

OF OUR
PRE-INVENTORY 

SALE
SALE CLOSES 
DECEMBER 24

WEST COMPANY
PHONE 59.

A D U LT  D. Y. P. U.

Try a Classified Ad in The Mail.

Sunday, December 19, 1926. 
Introduction, by leader; Mrs. 

Tenff.
Faith Taught by a Story: Mrs.

Brown.
Repentance and Faith:Mr. Child­

ress.
Scripture Stre&ses Faith: Mrs.

Hartley. .
The Great Faith Chapier: Mrs.

Casseaux.
The kind o f Faith that Saves: Rev. 

Parrack.

“ Dad,”  the supreme grand facto­
tum of our job and ad department, 
now beams benignly upon all and 
sundry. We look for him to sprout 
wings and a halo by about the 24th.

Unsolved mystery for local Sher-' 
! locks to try their talent on: Was
■ ti'e Trent editor arrested, and i f  ao,I by whom, and i f  not, why not, also 
why?

Christmas (iifts at a small 
icost that are practical.— Browm 
Drv (ioods Co.

Try a Classified Ad in The MaiL

‘W hat..

'1  f
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^ AUTO a c c e s s o r ie s ' I 
MAKE WELCOME I 

GIF1S ;*

TEXAS IN in  STHlAL  
REVIEW

This store is headquarters for practical 
(iifts for motorists. Look over this list 
of quality items and make your selection 

early, ('ompíete Stock. Fair prices.

EVERVTHIXt; TO KEEP THE CAR  

W ARM  A M ) W ORKlNt; W ELL  

f]verythin>r To Keep the Pa^senj^ers —

COMFORTASLE
■)elco F'inl IvMiiiion 
5trombt*r)i Carbuivtor.' 
F(,ix L(xrk Whfol 
Wind.-'hield WijH-rs 
Auto Heaters 
Hub Cap Sets 
Snap-On Wrenches 
Town Plates 

Pe<lal Pants 

Step Plates 

Heat rs

Ria; Spreaders

Horns

Jacks

Lacking Caps

Boyce Motometer

Ckx'ks

Shift Knobs

Bunioers

Fool Feeds

WEST COMPANY
. y  T M t  M O U S E  F O R

DEPENDABLE AUTO NECESSITIES

Editor Slates Real Problem

“ Prevention " f  automobile acci­
dents ir pre-sint; for solution, but 
compulsoiy occujcnt in.-urance in not 
the answer,” f&y» the Silverton, Ore_ 
Ron, Tribune.

“ Those who are proposinK that 
careful drivers shall be punished for 
the misde«'ds of the ret’kless, do not 
take into account that compulsion to 
insure will not be a preventive, but

I rather will tend to increase the ac- 
; cidents.
! “ It would reduce the incentive to 
careful operation, which results from1
the present personal liability and 
which is now an important factor in 
holding insurance rates to a reason­
able level.

"Prevention should never be fub- 
ordinated to indemnity, for then the 
real purpo.se to be accomplished is 
i-wa'lowed up in the means used.”

I Estflline— Fort Worth iSi; Penver 
City Railway I ’oini'any to build 
branch railroad from Estelline to 
Plainvicw.

Xaco^dix-hes— Bids opened, for 
con-tructinK ■fdO.MOO hijih school audi­
tor! um-tfyinna.>-iuiii.

Ciinadiaa - H. N. Ramp ihinne<l 
two carloads cuttle to Kansios City 
market recently.

Bix Sprinir—-First Street being 
paveil.

15*k) carloads Thanksgiving tur­
keys shipped out of Texas, this year.

Corpus Chri.sti—Alodern cotton 
compress, warehou.se and loading 
w haif under construction.

Eagle Pass— Fire department to 
purchase chemical truck,

\ ictoria -Plans preparing, for new 
Junior College building.

Grand Prairie— New street lights 
in.>talleii in South Grand Prairie.

lluntsviile— Several streets being 
pa veil.

Wheeler— Phelps Gasoline Com- : 
pany’s extraction plant completed and . 
in operation.

Cisco— Three rural niaU routes to 
1h* cxteniled.
 ̂ Bremond— Bremond Hotel being
I cxten.sively improve«!.
I .Miles—J. A. Hancock Grocery
Store being renuidclod.

I Weimar— Pecan crop in this sec­
tion reported best in 20 years. | 

j Edna—Jackson County tomato I
'growers organize, as Jackson Coun_ 
ty Truck Growers Association.

Dalhart— Dalhart Ice & Electric 
Company to s)»enil -^250,000 on new 
electric light plant an<l other im­
provements. z

Daihait— Building construction ac­
tive.

Denison— New plant of “ Denison 
Herald" o|HMied November 27.

•Alvin— N’ew fig preserving plant 
to be established in .Mvin.

Fa'furrius— .Actual work starts, on 
construction of new high school.

•Alpine— Contract let, for erection 
of 7 additional cottages to house Sul 
Ross College student.«.

' Falfurria.-:— Htavy citru.« fruit
'shipments being made from hero.

Happy— Water system to be in­
stalled.

Happy— First State Bank now lo­
cated in new quarters.

.Austin— Shrimp production along 
Gulf coast will exceed that o f other 
years by several thousand p<iunds.

Eastland— Bids opened, for erec­
tion of new high school building.

Gulf Production Company’s No. 9 
Weed oil well at Spindletop com­
pleted, flowing -1,000 barrels.

Jacksboro— Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., 
will develop its holding in Preston 
field.

Gorman— .Additional pump in-
' stalled at local water works, 
i Olden— Virgin Hamilton will re- 
i build filling station recently destroy­
ed by fire.

.Sanderson— Bids asked, for con­
structing concrete dip acros.s Lozier 
Canyon.

Big Spring— Establishment and op­
eration of creamery and cold storage 
plant here, planned by Howard Co., 
farmers.

Big Spring— Erection of new hi'-el 
proposed.

Odessa— Post office receipts doub­
led within last year.

Big Spring—J. M. Radford to 
erect new business building here.

Miles— White way lighting system 
installed.

Marathon— Progress being made, 
on construction of new Gage Hotel.

Sierra— Heavy cattle shipments

FOR VO l R RENE- 

FIT A M ) TO RE­

DUCE S T O C K W E  

A R E OFFERING  

YOU SOME GOOD 

PRICES ON T H E  

FOLLOW ING ARTI­

CLES F O R  O N E  

W EEK BEGINNING  

DECEMBER 17 TO 25.

S  lb. can Breakfast Delight Coffee........................ $1.45
3 lb. can All Gold Coffee......................................... .$1.45
1 lb. can All Gold Coffee........................................ $ .50
3 lb. can Grandad Coffee—

cup and saucer in each can....................... ......$1.30
4 lb can Shortening', your choice............................$ .55
.5 lb. can Calumet Baking: Powder....................... $1.15
48 lb. sack Smith’s Best Extra High Patent Flour . $2.10
10 lb. pail Penick Golden Syrup   ..... ............ $ .60
10 lb. pail White Label Georgia Cane Syrup......... $1.00
10 lb paii “ Nigger in De Cane Patch” Syru]) .. $1.00

Many other bargains too numerous to mention.
WITH EVERY $10.00 GROCERY ORDER W E W ILL  G I V E  
A W A Y  W H ILE  THEY LAST ONE Q U A R T  OF STRAINED  
HONEY.
FARMERS M E ILVVE MICHIGAN A N D  KANSAS MEAT SALT

Don't foig;t‘t our .Market. Here you >. et the choiciest cut.s of .Meat, sweet and 
tender. .\ RtKid roast of Dork or Beef fixed the way you like it. fiive us your order 
for ('hris(nia.s turkeys now.

Don’t forpet the Oysters for your dre>sing.
Your palronajie solicited and appreciated. We strive to pleu.se. We are here to

Slav.
YO l'HS FOR (U  ALITY, ( O l'RTESY, A N D  CLEANLINESS.

PHONE 249- W E DELIVER. PHONE 249.

QUALITY MARKET & GROCERY
O. F. W EIDENBACH, Proprietor

HERE IS YOUR ANSWER
— .As to how you may look your best during the holidays 

LET US DO YOUR—

-CLEANING-
— W ITH MODERN EQUIPM ENT  

Your garments will come hack promptly with NO  

ODORS—except the sweet odor of Cleanliness.

We Call for and Deliver.

PHONE NO. 3.

¡NiA'

A

THE MODERN DRY CLEANERS 
AND TAILORS

Across Street from Postoffice

being made from this town.
Victoria^— W. C. Schmidt to open 

new sheet meta' plant, to V’ ictoria.
Cisco— Tomli ¡-Young Drug Store 

being rebuilt.
Wheeler— 55.COO acre tract, west of 

here, to be developed as game re- 
sen-e.

Brown County pecan crop excel­
lent.

Albany— First Street to be paved.
Saa Antonio— $5,600,000 municipal 

improvement project to be started 
soon.

Dallas— $1,450,000 being spent, re_ 
laying tracks and extending car 
•Ties of Da'i.-is Railway & Terminal

— 10,000 pecan trees
a’ enj; Texas streams, with a good 
ci’op,

Beaumont— Magnolia 
pending $5,000,000, to 

finery caraci--
.-‘imcrj'lo— ?• ‘ ate

Commission cuthorizcj 
rail lines, 229 miles, into Texas Pan­
handle.

Amarillo— With 43 new producers 
in one week, oil production in Pan­
handle is 160,000 barrels daily.

Eagle Lake— Rycade Oil well. Mav­
erick County, flows 6,000,000 feet 
gas a day, at 5551 feet.

Amarillo— Humble Oil may build 
pipe line to Comine, 316 miles.

'W hat would this nation be with­
out the telephone?  ̂We enjoy its 

! maximum development here. The 
I time-saving resulting from its use is 
'so great that it cannot be figured. 
I It is one of the chief reasons why the 
i United States, one of the largest na­
ttions in territory, but with only 
110,000,000 population, can show 
such record-breaking achievements 
and development in all section— there 
is no isolation.

The real American, that is to say, 
the farmer, rancher, fisherman, min­
er, work side by side with those other 
real Americans, the bankers, the pro­
fessional men, the diligent mechan- 

- ics and the clerical forces through-^ 
'out this great nation. • i,4 «

W. O. boney can make you a loan 
from 6 years to 33 years at 6% 
interest. t f

Petroleum 
increase re - ,

Commerce 
three new

NOTICE TO ALL 
CUSTOMERS--

Something To Think About

Ninety per cent of the farm life 
of Our Country is existing substain- 
tially as it existed 100 years ago, de­
clares Arthur Williams, Vice Presi­
dent, New York Edison Company, 
This condition, he says, can be rem- 
idied only through complete electri­
fication of rural highways, for the 
purpose o f bringing the power p<ant 
to the farms.

He suggests that, just as highways 
are provided for vehicles by the col­
lective effort o f all who would be 
benefited, so highways might be pro­
vided for electricity on the same 
basis. “ It is an economic, not a po­
litical question,”  he says.

He estimates that complete electri­
fication of farms would increase 
their value more than 10 per cent, 
which would more than offset the 
cost o f building the electrical high, 
ways, in his opinion. •

In order to pay some past due obli­
gations and to keep running my business

I must ask all who owe past due accounts 

to call at once and pay same. I have tried 

to favor my credit customers by extend­

ing credit and now I must ask prompt 

settlement.

Caatioo
Mrs. Saylor— Henry, arc you try­

ing to keep something from mo?
Mr. Saylor— No. dear, just from 

the neighbors.

ï â

Yours Truly,

MAGNOLIA 
FILLING STATION

C. H . J O N E S « A ge n t

I
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ICeep Eliminative 
System Active
Qood HeahhRtquirtMQood Elimination

ONS can’t feci well when there U 
a retention of poieonoua waste 

in the blood. This is called a toxic 
conditioa, and is apt to make one 
tired, dull and languid. Other symp­
toms are aometimes toxic backache 

t and headaches. That the kidneys are 
not functioning properly is often 
shown by scanty or burning passage 
o f secretions. Many people have 
learned the value of Doan’a PiUa, a 
stimulant diuretic, when the kidneys 
seem functionally inactive. Every­
where one finds enthusiastic Doan's 
users. Aakyour nmighbort

DOAN’S
- Stimalamt Dimrmtic to thm KiJnmy» 
Vesisr-Milbura Co.. Ufs. Chcm.. Buffalo. N. Y.

Jones County First What U. S. Farm
I Wichita Falls team. Mitchell has 

In West Texas Cotton consistently «tarred for his team in
______  I all its contests in which he has taken

A total o f 4,027,880 bales of cotton l̂’**'^*

Folks Eat; Some 

Interesting: Figrures
had been ginned in Texas prior to ' “ Wichita Falls high school’s Coy-

' November 14, according to figures otes found the Quanah Indians a Various interesting conclusions 
I given out by the Department o f much more efficient lot than they been drawn from a recent
Commerce. had expected to meet in their trekU tu jy  o f food consumption by farm

up the Denver, and found themselevs I families, made by the Bureau ofNeuses county in South Texas still 
leads, Hildalgo still retains second 
place.
producing counties o f the state arc 
reported as follows:

frequently smothered at vital mo- Home Economics of the United
A few of the leading cotton j ending the game with a score \ States Department of Agriculture.

of 24-0. I xhis study was part of a standard
“ Out o f the Coyote backfield stood!of living study for which figures

were collected from 1,331 families in 
four States: Kansas, Ohio, Missouri 
and Kentucky.

Neuce.s _______________________101,506 out one brilliant luminary who ans-
H id a lgo_______________________80,494 I wers to the name of Mitchell, this
Williamson __________________  89,413'lad having the punch to put it over
Ellig _________________________  88,611.10 little more than one-quarter, four

New Shoe and Harness 
Shops Locates Here

McLennan ___________________  72,612
San P a tr ic io _________________  60,927

Junes County leads all the counties 
of W'est Texas and takes her place 
as the seventh in the entire State. 
Some o f the leading West Texas 
counties are reported as follows:
Jones ________________________  60,069
Runnels ______________________ 60,343
Taylor _______________________  42,684
Coleman ______________________ 38,270

touchdov/ns.
“ A fter receiving Quanah’s kickoff 

the Pack started like the proverbial 
house afire, Francis, Mitchell and j the Southern diet. Beef, potatoes,
Allred smashing through for four I dried fruits, beans and peas were

Kentucky and Missuri led in the 
consumption of pork, bacon, lard, 
molasses and cornmeal— foods which 
usually play an important part in

successive first down.s.
“ Near the end of the first quarter 

Mitchell executed a beautiful 30-yard 
run around Quanah’s right end for 
the first touchdown.

“ Opening the second period, Mitch-
Fisher -----------------------------  31,900 ¡g]| intercepted c. pass from Cox.

Just opened for business in the H ask e ll-----------------------------  30,703 A fter a series o f plunges by Francis
Brown Blacksmith Shop building on | Wilbarger ____________ 30,609 ¡and eight-yard pas.s, Allred to Fran-
Kent Street. W’ould be glad to have | Mitchell ---------------------------- 2 5 , 7 1 1 Mitchell got loose again, outdis-
your business in this line. F ir s t ; Scurry ----------- -----------------  23,906 tancting all tacklers for another 28_ I larger
class workmanship. Give us a trial. 

J. PUGH, Proprietor. 2t
— An.son Enterprise.

Try a Classified Ad in The Mail.

Baker &. W'heeler will -appreciate 
your business. We handle fresh and 
cured meats at all times. t f

.Making It Ea.sy
Mrs. Buy-on-time— How much is 

this hat?
Clerk— It ’s $10 cash.
Mrs. B.— And how much by in­

stallments?
Clerk-*-It is $15— $10 down and 

•4l a week for five weeks.

Football Star
Cousin Of

Local Man

yard run around the Indian right 
end to score.

“ Mitchell late in the second quarter 
dashed half the length of the field 
and then fought his way over the 
goal, stiff-arming two Quanah tack­
ier.» and one of his men out o f the 
way to get through.”

A  Warm Essay

REAL P:STATE, FARM LOANS  
FIRE INSI RANCE

After A  Fire-

—you’ll find no satisfaction in fig’uring up 
the amount o f insurance you should have 
had. But there is a lot of satisfaction in 
knowing that your property as it stands 
today is fully covered by dependable fire 
insurance.

Our fire iiisurance policies are dependable.

W. 0. BONEY
.MERKEL, TE-XAS

Consult Your Insurance Agent As You Would Your Lawyer

We reprint below extracts from 
report appearing in the Wichita Falls 
Record-News of a game between
Wichita Falls high school team a little country school not far
known as the Coyotes and the Quan- ,  . , i-. , . ... ,, , , T  from Prmceton litera.y e.xerciccs are
ah High school team, the Indians.
The Mitchell mentioned in the d is -, indulged in e.cry Fridav
patch is a cousin of Vinson Ervin, ^
special correspondent for the Merkel ’ •'‘'«*-o 'd b»-'' ai. original c•ŝ ay

, on “ The Newspaper.”  The latter <iay
-------- -----  - — ■ ' ' ■ - - ■—  ¡youthful Solc;..on treates his subject

thu.sly:
“ Newspapei-s arc sheets o f paper 

on which fctaff to read is printed. 
The men look over the paper to see 
if their names is in it and the wo­
men use it to put on shelves and 
sich. I don’t know how newspapers 
came into the world. I don’t think 
God does. The Bible says nothing 
about editors and I never heard of 
one being in heaven. I guess the 
editor is the missing link them fe l­
lers talk about. The first editor I 
ever heard of was the feller who 
wrote up th^ flood. He has been 
here ever since.

“ Some editors belong to the church 
and some try to raise whiskers. A ll 
of them raise hell in their neighbor­
hood and all o f them are liars. At 
least all I know is and I only know 
one. Editors never die. A t least 
I never saw a dead one. Sometimes 
the paper dies and then people feel 
glad but some never went to school

I used in large quantities on the farms 
in Kansas and Ohio. Milk, cream, 
eggs and poultry were consumed in 
large quantities in Missouri and 
Kansas. Ohio and Missouri led in the 
consumption o f purchased bread, but 
when bread, is expressed as equiva­
lent flour, the wheat consumed in the 
four atstes was similar. Fresh veg­
etables and fruits were consumed in 

quanities in Missouri and 
Ohio than in Kansas and Kentucky. 
On thew hole, the diet o f the farm 
families studied was nourishing and 
abundant. The chief lack was in 
the proportion o f fruits and vege­
tables to other important foods.

Foods furnished by the farm were 
valued at a fair price, somewhat be­
tween what would have been re­
ceived had they been paid and what 
would have been paid had they been 
purchased locally. On this basis it i 
was found that 40 per cent of the j 
avciagt value of all the farm fam- j 
i!y ’s living was represented by food, ■ 
oiK_third of which was purchased. ' 

I The total cost for food per n-an |>er I 
ytar varied in the different tates. 
It averagc.l $1.-17 per adult male 

. unit in the states • studied. This 
means the cost of the food consumed 

' by the average moderately active | 
man. The proportions spent Tor the 
various food groups are; per

; cent for meat, egg.s and cheese; 19 
per cent for milk and cream; 12 per 
cent for fatty foods; 19 per cent for 
cereaU; and 12 per cent for other 

I foods. The largest proportion of 
' purchased food was in Ohio, 39 per 
Icent. In Kansas it was 36 per cent, 
in Kentucky 29, and in Missouri 27 

' per cent. Food furnished by the 
' farm thus amounted to 60 or 65 per 
cent o f all food consumed.— Dallas 
News.

Notice To
The Public

All portraits made on or before the 
22nd of December

Will be finished and ready for delivery 
Christmas Eve.

H A \^  THEM MADE NOW

Give Your Friends 
Something Different This Year.

RODDEN STUDIO
MERKEL, TEXAS

A (iood Seller
A party of traveling men.

in the lobby of the hotel, were brag­
ging about the splendid firms they 
worked for, each one trying to out­
do the other. They told how rich, 
how progressive, how big and how 
fine were their respective compan­
ies, how many people they employed, 
etc.

“ No house in this country, I am

'■ proud to say, ha» more men and 
seated pushing its line o f goods

I than mine,”  proudly remarked one 
in the corner, who had not yet been 
heard from.

•What do you sell?”
‘Baby carriages,”  he replied.

Melbourne.— John Shore voted in 
an election held at Hobart on his 
104th birthday.

M AKING TWO OF YOURSELF

You have heard people say, “ I ' 
can’t make two of myself.”  Wrong. 
Anyone who uses new.spaper space 
for advertising can make as many 
of himself as there are readers of

.-1 J ^  papers in which he advertises,
because editors never got licked. Our ^
paper is a mighty poor one but we heard of. and

who probably never heard of him or 
, his business until they saw his ad-1

ifji

take it so ma can use it on our i>an- 
try shelves. Our editor don’t amount 
to much, but paw says he had a poor 1 tisenients. 
chance when he was a boy. He goes 
without underclothes in winter, wears 
no socks and has a w ife to support 
him. Paw hasn’t paid his subscrip­
tion in five years and don’t intend 
to.” — Princeton Record.

Fruit Cakes ready 
baked and wrap­
ped in 1 lb. and 5 
lb packages.

Fresh Christmas 
Candies will be 
made this ŵ eek, 
30c lb.

FOR CHRISTMAS D INNER

BAKERY GOODIES
The housewife deserves a holiday cn Christma.s Day the same bh other peo­

ple. Plan now to buy Bakery (ioods for Christmas Dinner, and have more time to 
enjoy the day out of the kitchen.

I - ^
Advertising is now m such gen-j'^ j 

eral use that the buying public has i ”  
[come to depend largely upon it for 
'guidance in buying; and they can i 
j have no more dependable guide than | 
'truthful advertising. Everyone who 
I read» advertisements and nearly | 
¡everyone dt*es is influenced con- ' 
sciously or unconsciously, in his 

(buying by them. The business men 
¡who advertises truthfully, intelli­
gently and constantly will secure the 

I business o f the majority o f the peo- i 
I pie and keep it. Because he shows 
¡faith in his-goods and his business 
I by truthfully advertising a business 
man can assure his success; it is as 
inevitable as the consUnt dripping 
of water will wear away the hard­
est stone.

Tune Up Your Car 

For the Holidays

County Superintendent j 
Warns Against Abuse | 

Of State Books ¡

l.’Yi

C ALL  TODAY A N D  ORDER YOUR FRUIT  CAKE A N D  OTHER  
BREAD IS YOUR BEST FOOD— EAT MORE OF IT!

SPECIAIÆ !

Pies

FRESH BREAD BAKED D A ILY  

Cakes

THE QUALITY BAKERY
Candies

«  • ̂ ^4 r r

M. A. Williams, county super­
intendent, has issued a warning 
to school trustees and patrons, 
that in many instances free 
textbooks furnished by the state 
are not receiving the proper 
care required by law. A  num­
ber o f letters have been mailed 
by Mr. Williams, dealing with 
the question, and pointing out 
the importance of complying 
with state regulations.

According to Mr. Williams, 
the custodian, who is selecWd by 
the trustees of the respective 
schools, is required to sigrn a 
bond and to keep the books under 
lock when not in the care o f the 
students. Mr. Williams sUted 
that several custodians have 
moved away without resigning or 
notifying the school trustees.

Hs said that in visits to the 
schools he found that books were 
not onlr Wft unloeked. but were 
left scattered over the rooms.

When you go out to the garage these 

cold mornings and find that same old tire 
flat again, and after you pump it up hop­
ing it will last ’till you get to town, then 
you can’t start the blamed thing—don’t it 
take the joy out of driving?

I f  this is the case with your car, bring 
it to us and let us tune it up for the Christ­
mas Holidays. Let us recharge or sell you 
a new Battery, and put a new Tire in the 
place of that old one— put some Winter 
Oil in your motor, set your carburetor and 
tune ’er up.

Then fill up with Good Gulf or No-Nox
Gasoline, have some anti-freeze put in

•your radiator, and you’ll be ready for
>

Christmas driving.

A  Complete Service

EVERYBODYS GARAGE
FRONT STREET

Try • CIm s ííM  Ad in Tbs MsU.
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Parents Of Mrs. M. C. 
Graham Celebrate 50th 
M’eddinj? Anniversary

New Ideas In Housebuilding Take A LesSOn Hokus-Pokus Grocery Outslandinsr industrial Feat

Sunday at the home o f their 
daufrhter, i l i> . M. C. Graham of 
Merkel, Mr. a id M r-i. A. B. Johnson 
were the honore«-s ;it a celebration of 
the golden anniversary of their we<l-

“ One of the questions that will 
come before the research department 
of proposed national lumber use ex­
tension undertaking,” says Wilson 
Compton, Secretary-Manager o f the 
National I.umb«’ r Manufacturers As- 
Í! • iati-n, “ is that of lumber'« con­
tribution to the problem of providing 
gi '»<1 housing at much lower cost

From Insurance To Open Here Soon

I .

There is a growing tendency to cut 
out waste and inefficiency in manu­
facturing, production and distribu­
tion, and to simplify and staclardiie 
every possible o|>eration.

Industries which fee! that they 
cannot standardize or simplify their 
oi>eration3 might take a lesson from

ding, which was -olemnized Dec-em- than at present. i insurance.
“ Other building material interests I jn the 200 lines in the standard

fire insurance policy, there are ap-

ber 10, 187fi, in Fannin County, T ex - ' 
as. Both are natives of (leorgia. are making studies of reducing con- 
Mrs. Johnson was Miss Mattie Trout, ¡itruction cost.« by enlarging the ma- 
Eleven children were born to their terial units. Sample concrete block 
union, ten of whom are living. They 
are besides Mrs. Graham, Mrs. J. E.
Newby, Mrs. John Myers, J. M.

proximately 1020 words— remark­
ably few considering that upwards

houses actually have been reduced to|of $140,000,000,000 worth of pro|>erty 
about 100 units, instead of T.'i.OOO p, under the protection of stock tire

Johnson, all o f Sweetwater: Cleve
and Thos. Johnson of Cisco: E. G. 
and E. J. Johnson of Mineral Wells: 
Wm. Johnson of Cross Plains, and 
Mrs. John Matlock of Fort Gibson, 
Oklahoma. .\11 with the excepti m of 
Mrs. ?>IatIock, were present at the 
celebration.

The gathering v.r. .lUo in the na­
ture o f a family re . siot . there be­
ing pr.-ent -ixty-thi L-e u-embers if 
the family, :uelud’ng five great g ’ n̂ud 
children.

The oa.'ion was one of 
pleasure-to the participants and ’ v- 
that win long remain fresh and 
pleasant in their memories.

Guests were Rev. W. R. McCarter, 
pastor of the .Methi dist Church h' . c, 
and wife. Mrs. Williams of Merkel. 
Eev. McNeal and w if« of Sweetwater. 
S. J. Stapleton and family o f Trent. 
C. W. Graham and family of Abilene.

units that appear 
dwelling hou.se.

' “ Governor .Attrehury 
York Tenenunt 
points lilt that

in a small brick

of the Now

insurance companies alone. When 
one considers the variety of risks 
which fire insurance must cover, and 

House Committee,; considers the number o f legal prob- 
6d per cent o f the lems involved, it would seem like an 

cost ot a hoU'C gi>cs to putting the j impossible job to draw a contra.'t of 
units together. He considers it |wis- so few words, which is applicable 
sildo to build concrete large unit aroumi the world.
houses of five or six rooms an<l 100 , W. E. Mallalieu, General Manager 
different pieces in about three days.”  of th National Board of Fire L'nder- 

.\lready knocked-down lumber writers, points out that people do 
b 'Uses have prove»! themselves prac- v. hen they take out
tical. In thi.s large unit type of con- insurance, but enter into a definite 
'tv ction, it .i y:-etty >aie to pre«lict

ut insur.mte

^ Q R O C E R IE S

('hri<4tmas (iifts at a small 
cost that are practical.— iJrown !

at l'.imb» r can be put up in larger, 
• 'i. ,ig-.r " '.i fewer units ¡>er hou.se, 
weight cin-idered, than any other 
tyiHî oi material. Earthquakes and 
wind -torm.s have demon.<trated the 
tremendous strength of lumber to re­
sist pressure and vibration. This ad­
vantage will become more evident 
in the unit type o f construction, for 
lumber can be fasteneil togettier so 
that it is almost impo.«sible to shake 
or pull it apart.

.About January 1st or shortly 
thereafter the Carson Cash and Car­
ry Grocery will be changed to the 
Hokui-Pokus system, symbol for 
which appears nbove. This sy.«tem is 
similar to the F’iggly-W iggly and M- 
System stoie-.

J. N. Carson, manager, announccj 
that in making the proposed change

Drv CitMxls Co. , Newspaper bargain <iays are here.

Every person lakirg 
should read his jiolicy. It is doubt- complete new fixtures will be install­
ful if one person in a hundred goes ed and the new store will start with 
to this trouble. The fact that there ' an entire new stock of groceries, 
is so little controversy over in.«ur- 1 We besiKak for this progressive 
ance claims which are not of iri'-en-I firm a full share o f business. • 
diary origin, speaks volumes for the 
carefulness and the fairne.-'s with 
which this contract between the in-

Records Of o-Speed

“ Probably the most outstanding 
single industrial accomplishment 
since the war, has been the reorgani­
zation of our .American railways,”  de­
clared Swretary o f Commerce Her­
bert Hoover, in his annual report.

“ It is an interesting commentary 
upon government operation that pri­
vate enterprise has been able to op­
erate the railways with far fewer 
employes, and at the same time load 
almost 15 per cent more cars than 
the government administration. In 
1920, the last year o f government op- 
ration, the total number o f employes 
rose to 1,9'J9,000, as compared with 
1,783,000 in 1925.

“ The result of this great reorgan­
ization upon the whole economic fab­
ric of the country has been far- 
reaching. Rapid dispatch has great-

ly reduced the inventories o f 
country, has contributed to stabiliza­
tion o f production and employment, 
and has increased the efficiency of 
all production and distribution.”

k

When activities slump, as they 
will until after the first o f the year, 
the time should be spent in planning 
for greater activities after that 
time. The town or the individual 
that gets blue and discouraged for 
the reason that every drill does not|f 
hit pay are but delaying the period 
o f the general development which is 
certain to take place i f  we but do 
our duty as citizens. We should not 
waste unfavorable comparisons but 
use it all in building up our own 
town and its trade territory.

Only .«even more shopping days 
until Christmas. Shop early.

AN HONEST DEAL
There is basis for rctl pride in the 
fact that customers seldom ask us to 
guarantee our Used Cars. It indicates 
thai our efforts to build up public 
confidence were well directed. Our 
reputation is ample assurance of 
honest deals and honest values.

Chevrolet Shatters All
ance company 
drawn.

and the insured ,is

Only seven more shopping days 
until Chri«tmas. .^hop early.

Automobiles In Dec.

Merkel Garage
Front St. .Merkel, Tcxa.s

iz j'rrzsm rocrza z  i

SI
:Ci

%

Id

ff̂ :
Others are taking advantage 

of our sale prices

*1

You will find Santa Claus 
Headquarters at

STORE

Again shattering all production 
records in the history o f three-speed 
automobiles, the Chevrolet Motor 
Company, this month, closes its 
greatest year with an output of 

1728,697 cars— c i iiitrcaic vi' more 
ly ' than 40 per ce.it over the previous 

record year.
The unpara'VIed p..'T)'ic favor 

which has attithed itself to the 
Chevrolet car ha.« enabled the com­
pany to fc.xceed by 209,o37 cars its 
own record of 1925 when 519,060 
units were produced.

E’ nder pressure of the most sensa- 
^onal demand the great organiza­
tion has ever witnessed, factory 
wheels turned at a record clip thru- 
out the year building a Chevrolet 
car -veiy 12 stconds o f each work­
ing day. Daily production averstred 
2.4?0 car.« e r ' ’ reached a high month- 
I;. I f. . !:j Bi' tember when daily out- 
pu. tv : . J,;J81 units.

Crtput for the year far exceeds 
t' a* of the combined total produc- 
-An ia the first ten years of Chev- 

jri. rolet pr'Kluction. 1912 to 1921 in- 
eluded.

^ i(  “ P.-oducti j:i . -. ..'.ch Chev-
iM lro ’.et has been :.b’.e to < tablish very 

consistently are eapeeially gratifying 
. primarily becaust they reflect the 
¡increasing public confidence in the 
¡organization and its product,”  said 
,W . S. Knudsen, president Chevrolet 

l^ jj Motor Company. “ We thoroughly 
appreciate this tribute to the Chev- 

j rolet car and we shall strive to merit 
jjthe continue»! high endorsement, 

which the motoring public has con­
ferred upon our product,”  he declar_ 
ed.

Chevrolet established a new month- 
¡ly  output mark in .September when 
81,158 units were produced. This 
achievement followed several months 
of record-breaking production. April

A  U S E D  CAr2 IS  ONLY A S  D E P E N D A B L E  
A S  T H E  D E A L E R  W H O  S E L L S  «T

And You Can Save Money Here.

OPEN NIGHTS

Barrow Furniture Co

May and June with respective pro­
duction o f 71,157; 74,617 and 77,241 

I each established successive records. 
July production was restricted some- 

jwhat to permit the tooling and 
'other changes necessary to effect 
¡several further improvementa in 
Chevrolet models. August produc­
tion then snapped up to 76,661 unita, 
only 690 fewer cars than were built 
in June, which stood as Chevrolet’s 

¡high record month until out-distanced 
by September.

With production capacity for 1927 
greater than ever before, Chevrolet, 
next month, enters on what promises 
to be a new record for the world’s 
largest manufacturer o f three-speed 
transmission cars.— From Chevrolet 
Motor Company, Roy C. Hayee, Pub­
licity Diroctor,

N0TICE--
TO OUR CUSTOMERS

As the close of the year is at hand, 

and we must close our accounts, pay our 

bills and prepare for staring business in 

the New Year.

the
'few

I] and CO 
A  cc

W e have been glad to accomodate

'our customers; have appreciated your

business and trust that yo^^^J l now

come in and make settlement of your ac-
« I

, counts with me.

I must have it to operate my business.

A  training school for Foderai ^ y  
inapoctors has been started. Verily 
this is an age of spocialists.

iSZSä

WOODRUM’S
DRIVE-IN

FILLING STATION
GEO. WOODRUM, Mgr.



SANTA CLAUS 
SAYS HE 

HAS FOUND 
ALL OF THESE 
AT BROWN’S

Silk T ie s _________ $ .89 Cowhide Belts ___ $ .59 Silk Bloom ers____ $1.57 Bath Robe . ............ $«.98 :

Fancy Sox .. $ .58 Warm 1.̂ 'a Gloves ... $1.57 Fancy Garters ......... $ .49 Silk Slips ___ _________ $2.98

Broadcloth Shirts ___$1.57 Novelty Sweaters___ $.3.98 Nifty P u rses_______ $1.35 House Shoes ________ $1.30

Suitcases, Baifs - $2.39 up Initial Hdkfs., box $ .69 Vanities ................ . 1 .35 Bar Pin
Wool Scarfs ____ $1.89 Gold Kiiife ............ $1.75 Silk Hose $ .98 Tow’el Sets $1 19
Bath Robe.s . $4.98 Flan. Pa jam as......... $2.25 Box Hdkfs. . . ____ $ .45 Sweaters ___ .......$2.48 up

BRING THE ABOVE LIST W ITH  YOU TO THIS STORE A N D  SAVE ON XMAS GIFTS.

BROWN DRY GOODS COMPANY
uW E SELL FOR LESS”

M ERKEL BAPTISTS

In' addition to the rcKuIar services 
we will have two special services 
during the Christmas holidays. One 
w ill be Friday night, December 24.

We will have a tree at the church 
with a real Christmas program con­
sisting o f songs, readings and brief 
addre.ss. There will be candy and 
fruit for every one and if old Santa 
can bo there he will hand it out to 
the children. But the main feature 
o f the entertainment will be the 
g ift j we bring for Jesus. It is His 
birniday and wc should give some­
thing to Him on this occasion. Since 
He is not here in the bod'ly form 
that He once was, we cannot give 
things to Him |>ersonally so wc give 
them to the ones that He refers to 
when He says, ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one o f the least of these 
ye did it unto me.”  Our offering 
will go to Buckner Orjihan.s Home 
and every member o f the church is 
urged to bring your offering to the 
service Friday night. .Any member 
w h j finds they cannot he at the 
church Friday night is urged to

INGRAM  TRAVELED  
10,000 MILES FOR 
“M ARE NOSTRUM”

Famous Director Spent 
Year In Europe On 

Original Spots
.M.ANY N E W  1 ACES IN FILM

Provided Breakfast
for Old Santa Claut

44

Inti;ram, Trainer of Notable 
Talent in Past Employs Fifteen 

Nationalitie.s Here

bring their offering Sunday, put it 
in the church envelope, mark it for 
Buckner Orphans Home and drop it 
in the tray at one of the services 
Sunday. Remember this is for the 
whole church and is our regular o f­
fering for the orphans home for the 
year. O f course we are having the 
tree and candy and fruit for our 
children but this program is for the 
whole church and every member 
ought to get in on it.

'}he Lords says, ‘ ‘He that hath pity 
on the poor lendeth unto the Lord, 
and that which he hath given I will 
repay him again.”  Do we believe 
Him? Are we willing to trust Him 
with a little loan to help take care of 
these 700 children that have neither 
father nor mother to provide for 
them? Again the Lord says, ‘ ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Then i f  we would have a happy 
Christmas let us make a generous 
g ift  to the orphans. Of course there 
are a number o f poor people here 
thatjw e will want to help and we 
will clp but we must not let that 
kec]) us from doing something for 
the Orphans Home.

The other special service w ill be a 
“ Song Sermon Service”  for the Sun­
day evening service following Christ­
mas. The theme o f the service will 
be “ Love”  and this will run through 
the entire service which will consist 
o f songs, both congregational and 
special, a reading, and a short scrip­
ture lesson.

Dr. R. C. Pender will be with us in 
the ^riday night service and in a 

r few Words he will tell of the needs 
and conditions at the urphan.^ Home.

, A  cordial invitation is extended to 
; all who will to come to any or all 
' our services.— Ira L. Parrack, Pas- 
i tor.

‘‘ .Mare Nostrum”  (Our Sea), Rex 
Ingram’s ncwe.st production for 
Metro-Goldwyn, will have its first 
showing at the Cozy Theatre. This 
widely heralded picture is the first 
in more than two years from the 
youthful director who already has to 
 ̂hi.'« credit such successes as “ The 
I F'our Hor.-iemen of the A|iocalypse,”  
I “ Scaramouche” and “ The Prisoner of 
Zenda.”

Since his masterful handling of 
“ The Four Horsemen” Ingram has 
.been a lending figure in the progress 
I of the motion picture industry. Lach 
of his jiicturcs ha.« marked an ad­
vancing step .

N’o other director attains ti*e com­
bination of drama, pictorial bea'.ity, 
interesting characters and all the 
other things that go to make up an 
outstanding production, as does In­
gram. His “ Four Horsemen,”  “ Con­
quering Power,”  “ The Prisoner o f 
Zenda,”  “ Scaramouche" and other 
pictures he has made reflect his rare 
ger*'is.

Ingram spent more than a year in 
Europe producing “ Mare Nostrum” 
on the original locations in France, 
Spain and Italy described by Blasco 
Ibanez in his famous book. He trav­
eled more than 10,000 miles.

|0 YOU think?'' inquired smal? 
David of his father, “ that 
Santa is coming ‘bout thl.s

time?”
“ Why, not quite so early, son. A 

little later, fierhup.-«. .Still, If u lis­
ten carefully, perliaps you can heat 
his heHs.”

Small David stood on tip-toe near 
the window and coi-ked his pink ears.

“ I think,“ be said slowly, " I think 
! hear 'em !”

The family rather forgot small 
David In the next half hour. Th»-re 
was much to do. Hut finally father 
looked up. “ Where’s the boy?” he 
usked.

David bad di.snfjfieare'l. They scur­
ried shout hunting for him In every 
rnoiii. No Jiavid. Then some one 
heanl a faint noWe on the front pori'li. 
Father stcp|icd out t<> see i\hal !t was

A sniall, square ii^ure In very sliort 
punts wa.s I.ending over .soaiething.

‘‘Son.” called father "what are j ou 
doiuL; out here?"

“S-s-sh !”  wit'- : (1 sauil! r»:ivld.
I'aTher sfe- ; i d nearer.
"See." S i ■ luaid reaching up

or tip-toe lo \,! s- [.r. ".See, 1 hniusht 
out n howl el iiiealcfii.st food for 
Uhuis. lie  i.il^ht !.'i t liiinsry."

Fiither iruthered up hl.s son. nmusef. 
and pleased.

“That's the very first ihue 1 ever 
knew of imy one thlnl;lm;. n!>oiH 
Snntu’s comfort. Hless you. hoy*. 
■|i.at*i> the rlglit holld.ny sjilrit "

Next morning sumll l*avld found •

"Mother, 1 thought Santa was go 
lag to bring me a train uud choo-choo 
for t'hrlstmus.”

"Well, lit: did bring them to you,
i l id n  l h e '. "

"\\ ell. there's paiui’i-. but where's •
I ' l i l i e ' * "  j

._____ . . . -------____________  I• —— v-^> —  -----• I
The City of Seen i

In liolhiiid the lory of the city of 
I ’.ci II l.>. told evc.y Chrl.sliii.i.s. This 
Wonderful [»lace was famous for its 
magnilieetice and iK'aiity, and iils<> for 
Its w lekisiness and sha.melessni'ss, t)ue 
day the whole city was swulloweil up 
by the sea. It Is said that every 
rhrlstinns Eve the bells of the 
churches of the submerged city are 
teanl to ring again.

V.
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TH E D A Y  O F D A YS

IX G  o « t  v l « d  « r r M «  thè
e « M h — C h r la tm a »  haa e o m r  
B ^ a ia !  K l a v  a a t  thè  

t l é la ^ a  f r o a i  laad  fa  laad ,  f r o a i  
Bhare to  ahore  la  pea la a f  aaaad*  
tajc Jap. la  r r a a h la s  a tra laa  o f  
tu B ia l taaaa  wel<»oaie. C'hrIatmaaS 
th è  à m j  o f  d o r a !  haa r o ia e  to 
eh ee r  aad  s l^ d d e a  thè  earth  
a f fa la ,  to  h r la f f  eaeh  aad  e e e r y  
one o f  aa a e w  hope aad  a e w  
fa lth .  f  T h e  o ld  aad  th è  f o a a f f .  
thè ffrn%e and thè ffar# lo o k  f o r  
Ita e om ia f f  w l th  thè aaaie  e a s e r -  
aeoM aad de l i f fh t ,  w l th  thè aamo 
eoa f ld en re  aad  op t ia i laa i .  F o r  w e  
ae%er ffroiw too  old to  r a t rh  thè 
aieaaaffe o f  t 'h r la tm aa i  e a rh  f e a r  
ho t adda to  thè  d e l i f fh t  «* i th  
« «h trh  r «e  f f re e t  It. ^ F e rh a p » .  aa 
l i t t l e  rh i ld r e a  th la d r l l f fh t  m an l-  
f ra ted  i t a e l f  m ore  plalaly^« r e t ,  
it  w aa  Hot aa deep. aa h e a r t f e l f .  
aa that M li lrh  rom ea  aa « «e  f f row  
o lde r .  f o r  enrh  Chr la tm aa  ha* 
addrd  un to  I t a e l f  ao m a n r  dear 
aaaor la t lona. ao raan r  prec**oua 
m en ior ira  thnt lae find oa ra eD e a  
tre i iaurin ff  thè  d a 7  m o re  and 
m ore  aa thè  ye .ira ffo b 7 . f  T h e  
l o r e  o f  thoi^e a r o o n d  o a r  o w a  
borne aad h ea rth .  thè L ln d  re -  
m en ihranre  and ffuod «alabea o f  
o u r  f r lrnda ,  thè  hnat o f  aaaeeC. 
a n fo r f f e t ta b le  th in a «  tha t  are 
oura at ‘thta t im e  m akea  C'briat* 
nina atand o o t  ia our  m em or lea  
aa a é m y  o f  happineaa on to ld .

l.«et thè  f fiad bel la  peni tb e ir  
tldlt if fa o f  j o 7 ~ t e t  h o l ly  and 
m ln t le toe  hanff  e v e r y  w h e re — let 
m err tm en t  and th aak a f f iv ln f f  and 
fe a s t la f f  p reva l^ — f o r  t l i r la tm a a  
haa eom e  a f fa la  !— K a th e r la e  
F d e lm aa .

1921. Waatem Newepaper Union.)

Remember
TWa mwtrf a t i e i  a d *  
•eribtr Mp* to Olds Ihs 

ke!»"* •ooffkoéy

■5f

Only five more v.eeks 
un'til Christn.as.

See our line of Dia- 
monrî «. Watches, Jewelry, 
Cut Gias.s, China Sterlinjj 
and Plated Silver and etc.

We will meet any mail 
■)rder prices.

PKESLEY’S 
Jewelry and Gift Shop 

2*09 Pine St.
AB ILENE , TEXAS

SEXIOR B. Y. P. V. 
Subject: “ Faith.”
Leader: Mr. Bill Haynes. 
Intnxluction: Leader.
Faith Taught by a Story: Floyd

Dowell.
Repentance and Faith: Rubyjo

Higgin.s.
Scripture Stresses Faith: Mildred 

Hamm.
The Great Faith Chapter: William 

Wozenc.aft.
The Kind of Faith That Saves: 

Mrs. Bill Hayne.s.
rilake the Surrender: Elsie Richie.
Believing In Or On: Elsie Richie.
.All young people are cordially in­

vited to attend the B. Y. P. U. at 
6:15 Sunday evening.

Full Set Teeth $ 1 7 .5 0
No Better Plate Made at Any Price 
22-k Gold used in all Crown and 

Bridge work at $4.50 and Up 
Gold Fillings 11.50 and Up.

I Cure Those Old Bad Gums.

COZY THEATRE
Monday and Tuesday— December 20-21. W E D N ESD A Y— December 22

The Advertised

’ Is <M ia which ths aMTchaat
laMsU hss lapUclt Islth— 

slss h i would aot sdvsrtiM U. 
Ton art safe in patronlziagtho 
msrehaats whose sds appesr 
in this paper becanse their 
goods sra np-to-date and never 

.ehopwom.

DR. HOUGHTON
All Work Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

SOUTH SIDE D ENTIST 
116 1-2 Chestnut St. Abilene.

METRO-GOLDWYN-.MAYER PRESENTS  
REX INGRA.MS’ PRODUCTION OF

“MARE NOSTRUM”
W ITH ALICE TERRY AND  ANTONIO  MORENO

Also an adventure picture featuring—
JACK DAUGH ERTY AND  M ARGARET (R  I.MBY IN—

‘THE RADIO DETECTIVE’
From one of the famous Craijf Kennedy stories in “ Boys'

Life.” bv .Arthur B. Reeves, produced with the co-operation 
of THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Chapter I— “THE KICK OFF!”

Also Educational Comedy—

“Somebody’s Wrong.”

NOTE:— “The Radio Detective” is being 
presented by the local Boy Scouts troop.

PRICES 10c— 35c

H
THE FAMOUS PICTURE—

UNDER TH E BLACK FLAG
“A Misfit Sailor”

M

Also E. W. Hammons presents a Christie comedy—  
— Featuring Billy i)<K>ley with Vera Steadman.

THURSDAY— December 23.
PRODUCERS DISTRlBUTINt; CORI’ORATION Presents

HARRY CAREY IN

“BELOW THE LINE”
— Another Western thriller with comedy.

PRICES 10c—30c
kkTH E UNKNOWN SOLDIER”

Friday and Saturday— December 24-25 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

PRICES lO c^O c
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Also Last Chapter of

THE SILENT FLYER”

H O T  P O IN T  R A N G E  D E M O N S T R A T IO N
%

TH URSDAY A N D  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16TH A N D  17TH.

WEST TEXAS UTILITIES COMPANY
1
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THE MEKKEE M AIL
« N » :

Thm Community Supper
Really Like Chriitmaa
HKsn conininult}' Mipix-r« ar̂ * 
alwaj> s«i stuiilil!“ di i-larfU 
• pretty ¿Irl to a »mull 

group arouiiil tier. "I wt>h a ** i.iulil 
pat some pep iiihI fun into t!ii> one 
lUitl givp the pt'ople a ko'mI time. Som e­
thing really like t'hrlstiuas, ainl imt 
■o dull.*'

The others looked dubious and 
■cratched their heuda. " What’ll we 
tJoT*' they asUtsi.

~1 know’ " declar**d the pretty girl. 
“Just got tlie idea. Now. listen every­
one! Why not Imitate the way they 
used to do in olden times? A mln- 
Btrel in the gallery, lots of lultistiadsl 
Singli.g and pl:l. îng ou horns and 
things! Hide them hy Kcr»H‘ns cov­
ered with greens. Let the people gel 
aeateil at the tables, then all pli>e up 
with old songs every one kii"\vs. I'ress 
the minstrels In guy colors. Then 
have them come down the stairs sing- 
lug and [tlaying. Let them wind 
auM>ng th«‘ tables. Have a Jester lit 
front Joking and making fun. .V 
real old Knglish rastom. It will help 
a lot and give the diners a good 
time."

“ .Vr.d," all ied anotiter, fired wltli en­
thusiasm, "re<l candles on the tables, 
wreaths at all the windows, wait­
resses with rei| rilibons uN>ut their 
heads and a sprig of holly tucked over 
one ear."

“ Not to mention.” laughed a third. 
“*  dinner of roast turkey, crunl>erry 
sauce, masheil i>i>tato*'s, rolls, coffee 
and mince pie

“ Illght-o:” said the rest.
And 8»> It was done. The very mer­

riest comniuniu su¡i{>er that was e\er 
given In that town.—Patience F.iKn.

<0!X IJ2€. N>tr*pap*»r Union.>

Sing Heigh-Ho! Unto
The Christmas Holly

j ! ^ o THIN<; ituiie s.* typilies the 
J  ¿  '[i.rit " t  « 't..“istir;:s as a N»«.gh 

of bi*;:uMful. - -tenirg f '.lagf l 
and scarlet !■» rri.-d b. ’ ’y. H.dly see;.:s 
the qUlIlT'-:-; I.f Yule and shonl 1 
and gfiieraii. does occupy tlie pl.e-e
of honor :n '.ri-ucas ........

There ¡r* sMt*-- ubere the c ilr

The Pine Tree and a
Christmas Inspiraiiott

'^T 'H E  creaking, crunching snow un- 
V i^  der fiKit, as well as tbe crlsf., 

frosty air bespoke a teripeni- 
ture Some degiees below ft>ri>. llow 
ever, native mld-w*‘ste:-ners bw ,od 
for, anticipated and eipect«-,! a .piai.ti- 
ty of .snow and isvlii weather for the 
t’ liristiiias holidays. Their exiKS’ta- 
tlons were usually rigid with an 
addevl cold stretch long before tbe 
holidays, and long after them.

The hard llties tif the massive, 
bulky, stone Central AdniUilatruliou 
building of the college was delight­
fully coiitrnstisl against the dead 
white. tlulTy, fairy-like anew all about 
It. This building, as did four other», 
facisl a bug«* stretch of campus, with 
groupings of tre**s scattered pleasing­
ly about to break the wide expanse. 
'Prees, heavily hung with the ainiosl 
urtUU-lal looking cottony veebblnr 
■’orine«! an artistic group across tlie 
'oad and in fn*nt of the huilding. In 
•he c«*nter of the group stood a well 
fornieil, tall, perfect sia-clnien of a 
lorgncedleil pine. It was singl<>d 
otit tc be tile proud pos.sessor of many 
«■«ilored lights distributed about gon­
er, iisly iiin.ing its branclms. 1 *«-.s«*rvlng 
of praise was this awesome tree, and 
its surroundings.

Silhouetted against the sky, form­
ing a background for the proud pine 
tree stood the campanile, the pride 
of every student on the carapu.s. la 
fh«. dull afterglow of the winter 
twilight the chimes were extolling the 
I'lirl'ttna.s carols.

,\t tile fo«.t of the narrow winding 
staircase of Iron which leads to the 
belfry of tlie ci.mpaiille, upon close 
lnsi>e<-tli>n could be seen a maid and 
young man—not the first time, nor 
■A..UM It be tbe last time the cam- 
l>:ii..le should witness such a sight. 
Tlie ic.-ct.ng ha.l b«>en planned In view 
'f tb«ir »«•p:ira!ion <.n the morrow 
wben both weuM go to their hom«*s.

.1 b> ti e light of the I'rioid pine, 
.*•- s> Ti b .li-TTi, an.l the chlm« s. they 

ea h other fari'Ufll In fei.d em- 
■'- ■■e, ccrrv ’ ig away with them the 
: irit of tl..- i r. tid idn«‘ tree in their

ar’ -. ■ r i -  an. r P. Kb g.
,* W  <t#rn N • ; «*r«T UnkT», >

Isn’t to N» f> U!..i in great abuic
In soiae sei ti. ns of th«* Siuiti a 
limited 'Upi’ly must b*> nia.le to - ..rve 
the luirt«.-*. por ir..fU'.. .!*«■..r lei.s 
other greiTis fa-bioneil fr. tn -¡ ra; s 
of Irksh y.'W whi.»e fan-like an 1 I o-y 
foliage la .deal f..r this ii-e; and. 
too. there a r e  the ^»‘nutiful. wu\y 
leave.» from the magn.dla as «e ll as 
cedar.

Hut the holly bough, of co-jr«e, of 
all fhrlsfma- gr«*«‘n Is the loveliest 
and most poimlar. not or.ly here but 
In other lands and in Prance, In par­
ticular, as P.rlrtany grows it In quan­
tities. The holly la of slow gr 'w th 
and propHgateil by seed which do not 
Kernilnafe until tbe s«»cond year. We 
think of holly iierrlcs always as be 
ing red. hut some kinds bear yelb>w 
fruit, some white, and others even 
black.

The holly ha' a commercial value 
that Isn’t generally known. Its even- 
jralne»! an.] hard w>ssl is ivory 
white and is -ised for inlaying nnd as 
an etiony sub-«inite f. r t«;;ipot handle» 
and other articles, wtien staine.' T ’ • 
leav«^ are tjs,..) in medii ine. I ■i!,.-e» 
Mar-’iall Morgan

I. 1#2€. W<»>«r.*rn P«*r Untt'ft.>

«:
THE C H R IS T M A S  

SEASON
'•Î!

•i
/a .M*rY

% y  hurrying, sitting up late. 
' ■ I'..¡ng u;> bun.iies. Posting
p.sckage». iKdivering pres«*nts
• letting so tirid«>ut you don’t 
know b«iw y.iu can ever ftnl.sh 
and then a new vigor and energy 
and Christmas spirit coming 
o\or you so that you fe«d you 
can continue more than ever. 
Woiiderlug whetlier it will snow 
and the snow arriving Just in 
time f..r Clirisiraas, the stars 
twiriki.ng down on the white, 
whit!* t-anh. Prlght red apiiles 
'.'1th tlie r«'al flavor of tlie coun­
try. Meiiwirles of other Cliri't- 
mnses and New Year’s, blurre.l 
at other times .somewhat, but 
poignantly vivid in the hnppi- 
n«'ss of Cbrlstma.s-tlde. This l.s 
tbe •’hristmas season.—M.iry
• Iraham Pe nner.

c. W#«i#rn N > w »p « ic r  Volon )
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Some Hubhies A re  Biave ......-

-  . - ,v iu y ; J

She—What were you thinking of 
string me for Chrlatmas. huhliy?

He—I was thinking of some oioe 
warm woolen gtoeklngs. dear.

• " --------—

First Christmas Trees
Christmas trees became popular In 

the United States about the same 
time that they were Introduced Into 
Bsclend In England the first Christ­
mas trees were set up In the royal 
palace of Sl  James at the time Queen 
Victoria married the prince r-onaurt, 
la 1840.

Christmas Comes 
Heads of families think it la remark- 

what a short time Iber« la t>» 
Cbrlstmaaea.

The Christmas Tram 
It raqnlres the sweet adaptability of 

tte  child mind to enable its recent ad- 
arirers to revet la a bonfire made of tba 
Christmas tree.

Making Others Happy
Will Bring Happiness

I'.NT ELIZA hud Iive.1 iilom* for 
many years; her finance« had 
dwindled, and her health us

Wei 1.
It was Christmas Eve and as .Aunt 

Eliza return*sl from town witli a few 
little things that her scant ¡mrse could 
buy. h**r heart was a little hetivy, for 
the winter was Iiefore her and her 
st engtb was failing fast.

gl:'.'l I got that knife for crlp- 
. -ill;; be 8<i enjoys cutting out 

!l ag.a.al.s. Life is worth while so 
ii.s « e  can gi\«* otlA-rs pleasure, 

i.iiii Mo re Is always some one that we 
11.11 lic'p. I’ll read to blind Jane to  
nui.ro.-. and that will help her and me 

away the day. Tonlglit I mu.«t 
tr;. to think of some wa.v that I can 
earn money. Sister would help me If 
she knew, so would th f church ladles, 
but I simply can’t tell anyone. Well, 
the only way to be happy Is to make 
some one else happy, so I'll take Jiio- 
niy's knife to him. <Jod has never 
forsaken me.” All this was going 
throagh Aunt Eliza's mind.

As she opened the door she stood 
face to face with her only sister. She 
was overcome with Joy.

“Oh, Eliza, all the children want for 
Christmas is you. and they sent m* 
for you. We have a nice home next 
to oura, for you. We will start to­
night so we can get there for dinner 
tomorrow. Ton shall never feel lone­
ly again.“

Eliza continues to believe that mak­
ing others happy brings happiness.-» 
Emily Barks Adams.

1921. W M t «m  ?f«wvpapet UBl«n.|
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CHRISTMAS AT THE j LACK IMAGINATION 
BOARDING SCHOOL AT CHRISTMAS TIME

7 iT  W.\S H hoarding school, but the 
girls culU'd It "Till'P.astllU*.” They 
f«‘lt iinprlsoiied as (he holldiiy «ea- 

Boii approuclied, and tliey reaUr.«‘d the 
striiigi'iicy of their tinanciiil condition 
• s th«*y theuglit of the «-«intributloiis 
that tliey waiite<l to make to the gen­
eral and puniculiir I'liristmas Joy. 
They could b«*iid over tlie scliooltiooks 
for the ft'w da.»3 tout seimruted them 
from honie. but what would the wise 
girls froTii the East have to offer up­
on the Christum« trees on their ar­
rival? Their Uu;HKunloU8 state, usu­
ally chr«iiilc, now alarmed them. Th«*re 
had not In-eii s«i much consteruhtloo 
since I ’hll Overbiiugh fell overboiird 
ut the boat race. .A star of hope arose, 
however, as the conference ended In a 
resolve to undertake such p«T8otinl 
commercial enterprises as might solve 
the puzzle.

Thus, Hetty C 1 I d e r, suninmed 
•’Pudge," cut off camly, and appeared 
with un advertisement of her «nurse 
In the laliel that she won?, "Iburt feed 
me, I ’m n-duclng." This promised to 
be lucrative, ns It involved a large re­
duction In her Income tax.

Sue Perkins ("Perky” ) confessed 
that she hud put a safety pin up*m the 
collection plate In lieu of her usual 
eontrihutlon and pleaded "safety first” 
Rs (ler excuse, hut was duly n’proved 
by the cluM.

Poll.i sp«*nc«>r ("Pretty Poll") and 
Emma Ouy ("Whoa, Emma” ) started 
an laid Job shop In their r(K>m, polish­
ing sluK-8 and taking In washing and 
mending, with lectures at the dimrs of 
the girls' rooms on the ginnl eff«*cts of 
bright shoes on dull minds and cau­
tions that no holes larger than a fifty- 
cent jibs'e viould N« aceepted.

Snr.tli IVhIiI C’Splff'y"), the class 
ch«?er loader, saved thnn-* dollars by 
countiTlieg *0 .a book agent. .After the 
agent had enhirgeil ui>on the beautiful 
binding, the tiiiek paper and the lovely 
pictures of till* History of < treat W«'ri- 
en. ati'l when lie bad rtin down and 
lupsctl Into sil(*nce. Splffy sweetly n«- 
fused the opportunity offered to glvi* 
him a copy of Jo-ephus. That s«*tt!«*tl 
it.

•Mary Wingate ("Marybud” ) und«*r- 
took to learn her catechism, accepting 
five dolhtrs in ndvtince from her fatlier 
for tbe feat. P.ut sh«‘ imlked iiftcr the 
fiftletli question, being only half 
through, ami ln.d to n-tum two-fifty 
to h«*r parent and reisirt only the same 
amount to the class. Eroans greeted 
her r«*elral, possibly for her failure.

.After nil. they had n merry rhrlst- 
mas. Catherlng nguin when the vaca­
tion was over, enfb had much to show 
for It and ever.vone had been able to 
do something for the happiness of the 
rest.—Christopher O. Hazard.

192€. W#«tt^rTi V i’irikptp^r Unlon.>

“ ê >
.AT,” ltii|Ulre«l Iloxy of her 
intimate frl«*nd behind the 
rllibon coutiter, "say, .Antile, 

what diH's slit' iblnk we nn-'i Pence- 
posts with a mr.-lng t.iuohine inside 
us?”

.Annie tossed her tH.I>b**d hciul and 
looked rs arii'-gniit as this season's 
debutiinte. "Sun. she does, iloxy. 
We're nothing but a convonlence. .A 
kind of kltciieliette that helps feisl h**r 
fancies. TIu’se sw«*ll dnmes make me 
sick 1 I wish they lind to stand on 
their feet nnd smile at n thousand 
women coming to buy ribbon!"

"Say It with ros(*s, .Annie. Say It 
with roses. I took a hate to Christ­
mas the first year I come hero to this 
store. Pe«'ple nt'vt'r look nt you They 
look through you nnd nround you nnd 
beyond you Hot you n nlckle Mint 
woman coming now couldn’t tell the 
color of niy linir to save her soul. .And 
I've sold her thr«'« hundred yards of 
ribbon, or I ’m n llnr .Ain’t It fierce!”

Roxy waited for her customer. Like 
a merchantman un*ler full sail Mrs. 
.A. Snunders-Smythe enme alongside 
the cotinter. She lifted her lorgnette 
with languid Interest. ".Are you the 
girl who customarily waits on me?” 
she asked of lloxey..

Swift lightning played over Roxy’s 
heart. In a sudden abnndfinment of 
anger she looked Mrs, .A. .Saunders- 
Smythe straight in the eye.

"Quite llkel.v." quoth Roxy In exact 
Imitation of her customer’s Indolent 
tone. "Quite likely, madam. I serve 
so many, it is dlfflcult to rememlier!"

Mrs. .A. Saunders-Smythe looked up 
In a kind of startled hormr nt Mils 
Impudence. Roxy’s eyi'S were bright 
with tears. She was sick with a ter­
ror at her outiuirst—yet n little proud. 
She’d lose her Job now. W«.*ll—it was 
Hlniu.st worth It—

Por a moment there was slienee nt 
the ribbon counter. Mr«. .A Saunders- 
Smythe took her fill of Iisiklng at 
Roxy. Tlien. quit«* stiddeiily she 
r**»ti hed out a gloved hand and touched 
vhe young girl on the iirm.

” Pm sorry—1 vi- been »tiijild—nnd 
unkind! Soinetim«*« we lose our Im­
agination nt •’lirlst'i'.as. We don’t 
think. Pd always r«*meuilier you now. 
child!’

Tbe m«*reb.mtninii sailed off.
”i«ee!” explode*! .Annie.
Roxy llfteil her voice. "Merry 

Christmas! ?Ir«. Sniyibe!” she called. 
—Patience Kd**n.

(T . 1*24 W eitern NVw*pap«r Union.)

Christmas Bells
Over the world the music »wells.
The chiming »ound o f the Chrlitma* 

bells
Ringing the meirnge now. as then.
Of "Peace on earth, good will to men.*

—Chtldreaa.
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YOU NEED

Fort Worth Star -̂ Felegram
and Jfort Ulnrtli Svcruri?

T w o  B ig  Newspapers Have Been Com bined  
Into One Great Paper and the Best 

of Each Has Been Retained

> For a Short Time Only)

BAR G AIN  DAYS
Rates in Texas. New Mexico and Oklahoma

Daily With Sunday
The Fort Worth Star-Telecrani isMiitiiitnl »lU i 
Tlie Fori Worth KeoM-d at a >*t»rt> rutr «M 
>7.4.A iW I) and SundiM Ib.v malli XcalnsI thr 
regular price o( SIP.UO per ymr ..................

$745
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Daily Without Sunday
The Fort Worth Star-Telrcrani lomhined »Mh 
The Fort \A iirth Kerord at a >ejri> mte M 
k.*>.F.% iluil» wilhiiiit Sunday |h) mail) against 
■ lie regular price id per «ear..................

$595
^  Select the new.spnper which niean.s most to you and your 

 ̂ family—every day in the y»*ar.
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4̂  The most complete news service ever publi.shed by a 
" Southern nevv.spaper— 21-hour Triple Wire As.sociated 

Press Service— with edit on.« ba.'ed on train .schedules, 
insurintf the LAST news i'IRST. ’ -

^  Many Comics daily and eight pages Sunday* including 
Jiggs, TheXlumps, Mutt and Jeff, Winnie Winkle, Smitty, 
Abie the .^gent, Krazy Kat, (]a.soline Alley, Toonervilic 
Trolley. Moon Mullins and others.

O R D E R  A T  T H IS  O F F IC E

F o r t  W o rth  St a r  T e le g r a m
oitd jTnrt Ulortl; irrori?

AMON G. CARTER, RwbliaWw
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DA Ll  A S . T EX A S ...... ............................ 1926
PAY TO THt i r  ¡ P .  u
ORDER OP
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COMPANY
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Annual i?tediiccd Rates Offer
♦ \

laalla  ̂ M0raitij0̂
Make Yourself a Christmas Present
For the last two years The Dalla.s News Annual IL’diiced 

Kales have been lower than any other North Texa.s big city News- 
pa jw'r.

t'roc it «  as necessary to compromise on quality in order to save 
money. Now you ran get the best fop less.

The Dallas ISeivs Is ?Soted For

Eat It  hy the Tam 
Twelve huDdred tona of plnm pnfi- 

Mag are consamed ia Loodea at 
Ckrlatnigg.

For ihm Tram
Has anj one ever tried cutting iltd* 

■tara, circles, fir tree*, etc., from 
pumpkin rind for the Christmas tree? 
Peel poniiikia with as wide a peelisg 
as possible. Then cut out four clrrles, 
etc„ with scissors or knife sod fasten 
to a piece of csrd.

•““ *•**** ••••••

S ta rt D a y  E a rly
fInJsnd It Is a custom to attend 

service' at fi’.e o’clock oa
iowrpiiig.

C hriatm aa Dsty Êriéma
According to an eld baliaf (>r1si^ 

maa V s f  brides ora iadlned to hn 
frieoloos and fond o f plaasam.

Its financial, market an<l oil pages, fille<l with complete, accurate 
reports, written by recognized authorities.

Leading articles by the foremost thinkers of many callicgs.

Clean popular fiction serials by well-known writers.

Women’s pages with society news, fashion notes, home
tconomit».

Political news and cartoons.

'Wholesome comic strips daily and a big eight-page Sunday 
Comic Sd’tion.

The livest s|»orLs pages in the Sfiuthwest.

Readers of The Dallas News Know 
All About

Market conditions, business developments, politics and all world 
affairs.

Men, women an<l children who road The Dellas News are per- 
RODS of more than ordinary inlelliigenoe.

Can you affcaxl NOT to be a Dallas Nears-Readerf

.~Ur.il ?’uhHeiiptions Only ’ 

Daily and Sunday One Full Year

$6.95
Regular Price ifKt.OO’

Saves $3.05
Daily (No Sunday) One Pull Year

$5.50
Regular Price $8.00

Saves $2.50
These Kates Expire Dec. 31, 1926.

Ciood only in Texas. Oklahoma, Ar­
kansas, Ixuiisiana and N«rw .Mexico

Subscribe Through Your 
Local Dallas N ews Agent 
or Send Your Order Direct

Phoi
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P R O F E S S I O N A L

DR. W. M. G AM BILL  
Dentist

— X-Ray Diagnosis—

Office phone 116 Res. phone 108 

Office on Front St.; Boney Bldg

''.M. ARMSTRONii, M. D.
Office Over Farmers State 

Bank
Res. Phone 12. Office 195.
Local Surgeon T. & P. For Last 

10 Years.
Furnish Drugs From Office.

T. C. W I L S O N  

...JEWELER...
116 Chestnut Street Abilene

DR. R. 1. GRIMES  

Physician and Surgeon

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 6 p.m 

phones 105-163 Res. 166

- i --------------------------------------------

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 
Surgeon Dentist

Office .)ver Fanners State Ban* 

Office Phone 306

PAULINE JOHNSON
Successor to

. G. W. JOH.VSON

TO r s a T E

CHRISTMAS T I M E -  
TIME TO CHECK UP

F’OR SA LE — I have some real good 
Lankhart cotton seed, 2nd year from 
originator. C. R. Williams, .Merkel. 
Route Two. 3t{)d

USED CARS— Have some real bar­
gains in some good u.sed curs. See 
me at once. F. E. Church. t f

FOR SA LE — 160 Acres, 2 3-4 miles 
southeast Seagraves, 130 acres in 
cultivation, $22.00 per acre, 1-4 rash. 
Write John B. Pruitt, in care Winni- 
ford Barber Shop, Abilene, Texas

FOR SA LE — The one story brick 
building adjoining and east of the 
Post Office Building in Merkel, Tex­
as, belonging to the W. S. Smelser 
Estate and occupied by the Merkel 
Mail.— R. E. McCamant,' Executor, 
1826 Idlewild, Abilene, Texas.

FOR SA LE —9-room house, 6 lots, 
garage and servants house, on Oak 
street, for $5,000. See J. F. Aber­
nathy, owner. 10t2p

FOR SA LE — Have few hundred 
bushels Oats to sell. Joe Higgins, 
Route 1. t f

FOR S.\LE— A good four-burner 
oil stove. A bargain if taken at 
once. Mrs. Thus. Durham, Phone 
64. t f

liuiuraivce— Notary Public 
Orer West Company— Front St. 

flitikcl —  Texas

W. W. W HEELEK

Real Estate, Fire, Acciden; ant* 
Tornado Insurance Agent. 

Notar>* Public.
t

i Office over Crown Hardware Ca

DR. M INTON T. RAM SEY  
DENTIST

X-Ray and Diagnosis

3rd Floor Alexander Bldg. 
Telephone 177 Abilene, Tex

H. P. H FLSEY. D, C. 
Graduate

CHIROPRACTOR  
^I4rkel, Texas Phone 51

Office in West Building 
Over Bragg Dry Goods

DR. CHAS. E. HARRISON

Practice limited to Refracting

Eyes Examined— (ilijsses Fitted

Phone 2020 
Abilene, Tex

FOR S.ALE— Wool comfort tops, 
pieced from tailor samples; lasts a 
lifetime. Cash Tailor Shop. It

FOR SAL? '—Good ten room house, 
with two lots, a bargain. See J. C. 
Mason. Itpd

STORE fixtures for sale, <|uick, 
cheap and a bargain, good condition. 
?'lo<ir and counter cases, garment 
rack, shoe seats and stool, liesk, 
chair, computing scale, etc. Write 
B. W. Xeal, Abilene. 17t2p

A L L  kinds of cook stoves, new and 
second hand, also Heaters, Pianos, 
and Organs. Special prices on rugs. 
—City Furniture Co. 17t2pd

FOR S.VLE— Some good mules and 
horses to sell for cash or good notes 
on fall time. Earl Lassiter. It

Christmas Boxes, all sizes, 5c 
10c and 15c.— Brown Dry Goods 
Co.

FOR S.A.LE— One tin rooster, prac­
tically new. A. Heavy Sleeper.

• 209 Clinton Bldg. 
' Over Brooks D.G.

FOR S.\LE—One coming two year 
old Bronze Tom, at $7.50. Also one 
coming one year old Bronze Tom, at 
$6.00. Subject to prior sale. Ad­
dress or come to see .\ngus Garvin, 
at Warren ranch house, Merkel. Rt. 
1. 17t2pd

FOR S.ALE— Good second hand
Foi-d touring cur. Will take cows 
ia trade.— Sie Hamm.

— PILES CURED—
No Knife No Pain No Deten­

tion from Work 
DR. E. E. COCKRELL  

Rectal and Skin Specialist 
of Abilene, Texas 

Phone No. 8.59 Alexander Bldg

J. S. PH ILLIPS  

CONTRACTOR & BUILDER  

Plans & Specifications furnished 

Address P. 0. Box 38 Merkel

CAN.ARY Birds for Chrislma.s— | 
bright yellow birds, in pairs or sing-1 
ers; cages if desired. .Mrs. Ira L. | 
Parrack. Phone 207. Itpd

FOR SA LE — Garage etjuipment, and 
will lease the building to buyer. 
Marvin Boney. It

FOR RENT

FOR R E N T— Two rooms, for light- 
houseke-eping. Phone 229. Mrs. J. 
M. Meeks. Itpd

FOR R E N T— Two furnished rooms 
with bath, for lighthousekeeping. 
Mrs. R. J. Miller. Phone 67. It

PUBLIC STENOGRAPHIC  
WORK

Call at N. D. Cobb’s Office 
Over Farmers State Bank Bldg. 

We Write
All Kinds of Legal In.st ruments

A. V. D Y E

— Contractor and Builder—

See me for Plans and Specifica­

tions and contract terms.

Len Sublett
Water well Driller, 
all work guaranteed 
first-claaa.

Merkel, Texas
Phonn 164w P. O. Box 224

FOR R E N T— I have 160 acres o f 
land for rent and 350 acres for lease. 
—C. A. Duncan, Trent, Route 2. t f

FOR R E N T— T w o unfurnished 
rooms; water, lights, sewer, bath. 
Close in, reasonable rent. Mrs. C. 
S. Higgins. Phone 149. It

W AN TE D

W A N T to buy royalty direct from 
owner. Great Plains Royalty Co., 
Phone 2148-W, Abilene, Texas. 26t4p

For quick truck service, see Mc­
Clure & Pledgor at Merkel Lumber 
Co. Phone 62. 26t4

W AN TED — Land to rent for farm­
ing, or employment as farm laborer 
for 1927. References. M. F. Woods, 
Route One, Box 9, Merkel, Texas. Ip

W ANTED— Man for ateady work. 
I Can make $160.00 up per month. 
No experience necesaary. See me or 
write Box 647, Merkel. E. B. Bamea.

• 17t3

If it ia a houM you want built, see 
a carpenter, but if it ia Meats, see 
Baker A Wheeler Market tf

NK morning while cherklng up 
the list of roliitlves und frbnds 
to whom we usually »ent Christ 

tnuK greetings or a reiiieinlirnnee, the 
'elepliune rung and .Mrs. Ilunnls. a 
nc'lghltor, culled ;

“The Helping Hand cluh Is sending 
rurd.s or tokens to the Inniaies of the 
hospital for tlie blind und dis.ihle'l. 
We knew you would wisli to coMti'lh- 
u!e to thoir hupplness.''

After UHsentlng. rather linputlentljr. 
1 exclultiied so luiidly to myself that 
the cat Jiitnp«‘<l from Its basket and 
run Into the hall.

"It Is Just the same old story every 
CLrItsniu.s, that [wrhaps next year we 
will be able to spend more, hut each 
time we have to count our pennies a 
little more cU»sely to remember all w» 
hope to with u hit of a love tchm. It 
Is Indeed wearisome aril discouraging. 
Our list grovr* iarger hut the elastici­
ty of my mind and money maneuver­
ing Is 8tretche<l to Its limit. Shull we 
have fewer friends and lament the 
large number of relatives? Shall our 
desires be less unselfish and unworthy 
In wishing to lend to the cheer fuud 
of others?"

As I looked out at the sunshine on 
the softly falling snow I was reminded 
of those who, because of no eyesight, 
were unable to enjoy the beauties of 
nature, of those who had no sense of 
hearing or no power of speech, of those 
who are crippled, of unfortunates with 
unsound minds, and of those who. 
sln«“e Infanthood. had no reasoning 
faculties, a real checklng-up system In 
niy system began.

.My eyesight bus always been siilcn- 
d!d. Have my eyes ta*en u.sed to spy 
o;it nil the world wonders ut hand that 
were pussilde for me to njipreclnte or 
to see all the ri.sery that is in my 
power to alleviate? Have 1 "listened 
It." 'lii the bird carols in the air .'ind to 
the rhythm of the tml'h'hi;.' hriwk. or 
finvc my ears h»s*n t'tr.eil to hear t:i. 
xind gossip In place of 'vn;-thy wo:-.m 
that might set In harmotiy a <̂>ul at 

erd witlh th'.* wot weary wo.!'!? 
tiuve my~vords h«*en l.cvre often cru ‘'. 
ihiili kind, or have they exi)ri»«ed 
'.hiinkfiilnesg for l-.^aiitirul days, for 
health, for r>v(>ry-i .¡¡itite hles.slrigs? 
Have my f -et heen active In errands 
of kindness, meivy, love and have my 
liatids b«-en glad servants of service 
to others? While listing coniplaInt.< 
In my Christmas calendar, has my uii 
rea.sonahle mind fathomed vvhut It 
would mean to be without power to 
think sanely? Have I smiled through 
.vork and worry, Illness and 111-tem- 
[>er? Have I ever b<*en cold, hungry, 
ragged, weary. 111, when there were 
Mot forthcoming sufficient food, fire, 
clothing, a bed. restoratives? All 
around me Is f r e s h  air “without 
charge, free without asking"; throngh 
;he years there have been my parents 
There my own little folks could visit 
grandmother, there has been a home, 
’nve<l ones—Christ

These were gifts that had been en- 
Joyvsl tlirough my life. My power was 
limited In distributing us many gifts 
as I was receiving every moment 
Checking up had revealed a list of 
riche* In my Christmas catalogue 
which cold cash hud no power to pur­
chase. These riches shall be checked 
out more fr«*ely through the year until 
'.'.¡ere shall radiate from my heart to 
other hearts the «plrlt of Chrl.stinas 
continued.—tiertrude Walton.

t.t,. 1924. Ŵ 4t**rr» Union.)
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C A U G H T  THE THRILL  
OF CHILDHOOD D A Y S

• ! evchilmcd tnoti.er.
that's the i.l.it string of po[i 
■orn I'm going to luing on this 

tre.'. I'm s . tired I can siain ely 
move: <»h dear, Christmas Is wonder­
ful for the child.-en. hut a tritle hard 
oti the grownups. I wish you and 1. 
George, eoald feel us we once did. 
Wouldn't It Im' glorious?"

Father brushed off some pine 
needles from his coat. He looked 
thoughtful. "It's a pity, isn't It, to 
get so tlre«l we can't enjoy this sea­
son?" he said. “ I wonder If It Isn't 
.Mir fault? We’re too grownup. A 
grent mistake. I ’m convinced. Perhaps 
we could catch that fine thrill of child­
hood If we tried."

Mother and father stood looking 
quietly at each other. Then father 
had an Idea. A brood smite broke 
over his face. He slapped his knee, 
lie chuckled. “I have an Idea, Susie," 
he said; “ let's take this sled we 
bought for Billy and go out for a 
coast—eh, what?"

"A —a—coast, George?"
“Certainly 1"
"But we're so tired 1 And It’s nearly 

12 o’clock 1"
"Pshaw! What does that matter? 

We never thought of time when I was 
courting you. Susie 1"

This made mother smile. She htood 
uncertainly In the middle of the room 
thinking about It. Then with an un- 
exi>ected run she was fuiiihllng for her 
coat In the hull closet. "Bent you to 
the hill on Cedar MnsU." she culled.

In fifteen minutes, feeling like de­
lighted. naughty clilldreu. mother and 
father overe skimming down the Cedar 
street hill on Billy's new s!ed. They 
went like the wind. Their cheeks 
glowed In the frosty air. The very 
«tars seemed langhiug with them.

At the bottom of the hill ,*atber 
stood looking at mother, ror're so 
darned pretty. Susie. Trs just got to 
kiss you P

And he did.
"BIsas Billy’s sled P  OMirmnrsd 

asotber from th# depth of father’s 
coat—Martha Banning Thomas. 

«A. 1st*. WMtars M«w«a«a«r Oaiea)

N A TU R E 'S  G IFTS  2
CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

FOR THE SHOP GIRLS

N ATURE la busy at C’hrlst- 
mns time getting ready her 

presents. Sometimes »lie Is de­
layed a little, again she is ahead 
of time, but Invariably she be­
stows exquisite gifts upon |>eo- 
ple.

There are the trees and the 
fields, bare, hleuk and ugly after 

 ̂ the radiance of autumn has left 
L  them. Nature garbs them fur 
h! Christmas as part of her lavish 
’h  gifts to human kind.
•S The trees arc covered with 
c snow, and Icicles of crystal 
K la-auty ornament ledges, eaves 

and rocks. Sometimes the trees 
are glittering with nature's ar­
tistic blending of snow and rain 
and Ice so that they gleam as 

•(J Jewels upon the winter scene.
Fields are covered with snow 

^  which rests softly and kindly 
upon thfir great, brown surfaces 
and many colors dance In si>ar- 
kllng reflection between the 
sun’s rays and the white snow.

Nature wishes us a Merry 
Christinas In so lovely a way !— Jjl 
Mary Graham Bonner. A

I f l i .  W estern Newspmp«r Union ) 5
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Wrap CiftM Attractively
A great deal of the charm of a 

Christmas gift is In the way It Is 
wrapped up, and this year there are 
any number of new und attractive 
boxes, paiiers and ribbons. Quite the 
most unusual way of giving silk stock­
ings Is to enclose three pairs of chif­
fon hose In a Ih>x of lacquer In a shaile 
of Chinese red, <dd gold or black. 
The.se are tied with bright-colored or 
gold Cord und the* ■ffect Is delightful.

Poor Fiah

Th e  woman made a leisurely aur- 
vey of the vast outspread of 
Christinas giMtds, then turned to 

the girl behind the counter
‘‘You must have a Chrlatmasy feel­

ing In here," she cungrutuluted. "1 
almost envy you. my dear. That 
group of school girls did aeem ao hap­
py over something."

It waa early, with very few cut- 
tomers. The woman talked at the 
counter ten minutes or more, then 
was conscious of a low, peculiar 
whistle.

The counter girl flushed anxiously 
and moved straight toward the office 
of the room manager.

The customer went on a few yards 
to another girl.

"What la It?" ahe asked; "roy talk­
ing with her? She la a nice girl."

"Janie is awful nice, paying a sla­
ter’s expenaea at school, and support- i 
Ing her mother. Pity the room man- | 
ager wants her Job for another—but ! 
please don’t be seen talking to me any I 
more. I—I can’t rlak losing my . 
place." i

“ Wh.v, my poor child! I should be' 
seen buying Instead of talking. U'm! 
And down by the door a girl said that ' 
this store stops sulurie* on vucuUoiia 
U’m

The girl Janie waa Just coming from 
the office, crying. 1

“ Fired you, did they?” snapped the I 
customer, frowning. "Tell me howT' | 

“ Here—here," fumed the floor man- ; 
ager, at the door "Our discipline— 
er, wh.v Mrs. Waite. I— I didn’t recog 
nlze you In that p’ aln dress. It's—er, 
all right. N nothing will t>e done. And 
—and don’t mention It to Mr. Hall. It 
might—er. lose me my—head.”

"Might he a good thing for the help. ■ 
Loo," ungraciously. "Now, look here. 
Junie la to have a new position, at 
half snlarj- extra, as sort of room 
host to go round :itid tal’ic with ciis- 
tomers ami help smooth out their per- ' 
p!exltU's. And vncatlnn« of all the 
girls are to be taken with salaries con-  ̂
tinned."

“ But—"
“Or I shall chance my cu^toni to n 

more humane store. Have a tall: with , 
the owners. Tell them the alternative. ; 
They will Jump to do It. No. .Iiinle." 
at the girl's wondering look." I don’t 
own a rent of stock ; Just suppiosei! to | 
be the largest customer. And—«t . I’m 
tn lng to make all you girls a Chrl.st- 
mas present "—Frank Herbert Sweet.

I©. 19SI. N*wBpBp«r UsIoB )

H i »  C h r u tm a » D rm am

a n d  I t  A U  C a m » T rm a
WAS such a beautiful lItU* 

darling that bis mother lookad 
at him and forgot what she w m  

going to aay, when she was about M 
give him a lecture about pulling th* 
cut's tail And when he went with 
her to the hospital with a basket of 
flowers, and passed up and down th« 
wards with a siuUe and a ChrlHtmaa 
flower for every sufferer, they felt aa 
though an angel had appeared again.

It was in his cozy room at hono« 
that he had a dream house. Ther» 
he had day dreams, as well as night 
dreams. There he entertained "ilr . 
Bethlehem." and "Betty Bosbuckle,* 
and her brother “ ftavld." On th« 
chimney shelf was a lunch for Hants 
naiia, and near It was a letter that 
registered a few of his hopes. He 
preferred chocolate elephants rather 
than chocolate horses, as tliey 
amounted to more. He conferred with 
hi* white rabbit mascot about the 
chipmunk skin that served as a rug 
fur hla garage, built fur the coming 
automobile. There must have been 
a nidiola In the room, it was so fall 
of happy thoughts and sweet, faint 
aouiyls. "Uatcn," be said to Mr. Beth­
lehem, "I hear them singing." “Davy," 
he cried, "he’s moat here. Look, Betty, 
liKik there’s the atari" ,

•\nd It was so. That very night 
brought all that Imagination had 
visioned, and the darkness fled befor« 
the glorious light o f Chrlatmaa morn­
ing.—(Thrlstopher G. Hazard.

1924. W*«T»rn V#wspap«r U aloa.)

Sounda Reaaonable

Ing suit!" 0 "V m y  mn. D

“ I’up. 1 want Santa to bring me a 
¡■azor for Chrlstmoa."

"Whut In the world would yon d« 
with a razor?"

"Well, you call me a little shavwr» 
don’t itm?"

-

Always 
b n  t h e  J o b .^

O L K S  are spending a lot of money today for 
insurance. You buy protection against loss by 
tire, windstorms, theft, injur>' and even death. 
Premiums may seem high, but you know the 
benefits are worth the price.

There is one form of protection, howev’er, that 
all of us in this community enjoy cNcry daytfaz/ 
It iioes not cost us one cent! W e  never can know 
how many lives it has saved, how much sickness 
It has prevented, how many hours of content­
ment it has brought to our homes.

This protection is the service rendered by the 
business men of our town, who quietly and faith­
fully meet our daily needs. N o  matter what 
emergency may face us, they continue to supply 
us w ith food, shelter, clothing and the other 
necessities of life.

.You will find their ads in this paper. They  
solicit—and deserve— your generous patronage. 
They are your friends in time o f  need!

Read the Ads in this Paper
m i l  f « v e  y o q r t e l f  m o n e y  l i y  t i i M l i n f  a t  h o m e
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IF ITS FOR A MAX M E SUGGEST A SUIT, OVERCO AT, HIGH CLASS SHOES, SWEATERS, MUFFLERS,
(;lo v e s , hose , h a n d k e r c h ie f s , h o i  se sh o es , belts , sh ir t s , ties , a  good  h a t  or  a  x i i t y  
Ca p .

FOR LADIES AND CHILDREN THERE'S NO LIMIT TO THE PRACTICA!. (HITS SUCH AS DOM'N 
0>MK)RT>, (.ODD COTTON COMFORTS, WOOL AND COTTON BLANKP:TS, TABLE LINEN AND 
LI N( H SETS, PURSE LINEN TOM ELS, TOM’EL SETS, SCARFS, LEATHER AND BEADED BAGS, HOSE, 
HANDKERCHIEFS, HAT BOXES, SILK UNDERMEAR, DAINTY VOILE TEDS, GOMNS, SWEATERS,
( APS, (iLOVES AM) BABY DOLLS.

0ÜR BIG SALE WILL NOT CLOSE ’TIL XMAS EVE NIGHT
« •

C o m e  E a r l i r
and shop at 
our Christ ­

mas booth
w here yo u  w i l l  
find ju st the gift 
wou w an t to buy.

For the convenience o f our customers 
our store will be

Clpsfi tinti! 9 O’clock
each evening until Christmas eve night.

id Dry Goods Co.
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