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MAY IT BE

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
FOR YOU

a

THE LOOM of TIME
L

WEAVES NO LOVELIER PAT
TERNS THAN THE SCENES 
OF JOY AND GOOD WILL

BEHELD ON ALL SIDES 
DURING THE MERRY

YULETIDE SEASON

!
i

I
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May the fabric of your pleasures be wrought of silken threads, and gold 
according to patterns of your own selection, bringing you and yours joys 
to last through all the year.

And we would not forget in this Christmas message to say that your 

patronage, your loyalty, friendship and good-will helped to make it a 

pleasant year to us. To each of our patrons, wherever you may be at this 

glad Christmastide, we send this Christmas message, linked with sincere 

appreciation of past favors and expressing the hope that we may serve
you in 1927. • •o'»''w tvW «S ~-M.

The Farmers State Bank
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MAY IT BE

H E A L T H

A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FOR YOU



“ ì

1

I

'

 ̂ .

V'- >

Christmas Issue
.'</ 1‘ageB

SKCTION
ONK

E ight Pages MERKEL x\lAIL
ALL THE AUTHENTIC OIL NEWS OF THE NOODLE CREEK FIELD

Christmas Issue
¿0 Page$

SECTION
ONE

E ight Pagcs

VOL. 3H— No. 13. MERKEL, TEXAS, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1926. 5c PER COPY

/  < Three Welis Added to Field, Making Seven
C. OF C. KXEtUTIVE 
COMMITTEE HOLDS 
BUSINESS m e e t in í ;
The executive committee of the 

Chamber of Commerce met last Fri
day eveninif with the follGwiriK 
meiiihers present; T. (i. Brain?, A. 
T. Sheppard, F. H. Latham, Sie 
Hamm and Taylor F, Davis. After 
reviewinjf the work accomplished to 
date the committee began to lay 
plans for the future.

The ‘'otel committee compo.sed of 
T. G. Bragg, R. O. -Anderson, Booth |

A Ciood Town With
A Good Newspaper

By Vinson Ervin
Horace Greeley said, “ Go west, 

young man.”  Merkel is as far west 
I as you need to go, unless you are 
we.st of Merkel, then you should go 

least as far as Merkel. For in Mer- 
jkel and its surrounding territory you 
[will find the opportunity you are 
I looking for, and a community where 
I you will like to live. One needs only 
: a brief sojourn in this live and thriv
ing town to realize its advantage.s, 
and that its citizens are friendly.

MEN HELD IN IOWA 
IN CONNPXTION 

WITH ODELL HAUL
MINERAL WELLS, Dec. 21.—

Accept Our ThankSi HOWELL EXTENDS FIELD
Owing to a custom of many week- ! 

ly newspapers throughout the coun- i 3-4 OF A MILE SOUTH
The arrest of three men chargt*d | suspension of one week’s
with the theft of an automobile last ' during the Christmas

Warren and Sie Hamm were not. , . . ,, . . . ,  ,• public spirited and have a welcomingready to report and, after some dis- i ‘ . ‘ . . l, • . hand extended to the stranger,cussion, and on receipt of answers ‘
to some letters that the secretary
had written it was decided that the 
chairman, Mr. T. G. Bragg, should 
call the committee together and have 
something definite to report on this 
most important problem that con
fronts Merkel today. Mr. Thomp-

During the writer’s brief stay in 
.Merkel he saw much to make it at
tractive to the homeseeker, ami he 
found himself irrestably attracted to 
it in many respects.

Merkel ha.s a newspaper wort’oy of 
the utmost support of its citizens.

son reports that he has the nssur-;®*''^ publisher, Thomas Durham, 
ance of responsible and experienced i ® man entirely worthy of their 
hotel managers that they are anx-| esteem as a
ioua to lease and furnish a hotel of . their highest ap-
fifty rooms if a modern fire-proof I probation as a nowspaperman par 
building is erected and calls our a t - i H u i h a m  is ¡nitting 
tention to the fact that if thoe.se j efforts to give ileikel a
fifty rooms were occupied three hun- ■ fooil newspaper over a quarter cen- 
dred and sixty days in the year at a iG*'y of extensive experience in the 
rate oi iL.AO per i >‘>m. the gross in
come of the rnoms alone would be 
$27,000, per year. If the rooms 
were rented to averagi- i l.o o  i>er 
day the revenue would be $ ls ,000 
p<-r year. This would r 't  take into 
consideration the revenue derived

newspaj>cr publishing and printing 
b'.'-ine.-,s, and he is thoroughly con
versant with al! of its phases, and ho 
un.-t ;dly gives his best that his 
coiniiiunity may have a newspaper 
<k ■ ted to that community’s best in- 
terelits and that will fill its utmost 

from the '.estaurant, barber shop and 'needs in that res|>ect. Mr. Durham s 
store buildings which should pay all j uccess as a nevv.spaper man is not 
the salaries and other running ex- founded solely upon long experience 
I>cn.ses, pay all taxes, and leave a 
substantial balance to Id to the

Friday night from Allen Guinn of 
.Mineral Wells and the robbing of the 
Odell National Bank at Odell was 
brought about by .Mineral Wells 
police, and the three are being held 
at Nebraska City, Neb.

I Their arrest followed the sending 
of telegrams to the wife of one of 
the trio from .several points along 
their route of flight. The telegrams 
were intercepted by the .Mineral 
Wells pfilice.

! The wife, a girl of 20, is being held 
here, charged as an accomplice in 
the car theft.

Two of the men gave their name.s 
us Clyde Stratton, 2.'), and Roy Car- 
son, 27. The third man’s name was 
not revealeil.

-About S4.000 in cash and Guirn’s 
car was recovered.

They Became Siispicuius
Clyde .Stntton, Roy Carson and 

.lames ilir-ton, with Mr.-«. Clyde 
.Stratton, age 20, drove into Mineral 
Wells la.it Thursday and put their 
car in a garage for repal^^. Later, 
according to the story < f Mrs. S n t -  
tin, the three 1ft with the ir.tei...vn 
of going to Pampa, Texar, to tran
sact some buslnes.v, leaving Mrs. 
Stration here to get the c.sr when 
repaired and follow them t> Pampa.

The police became suspicious when 
the Guinn car was stole;, and ques-

Christmas Program at 
The Baptist Church

Sunday evening at seven thirty at 
the Baptist Church there will be a

holiday season, this paper hereby 
makes the announcement that we 
will not issue a paper next week, De
cember 31st.

We will tal'c this week o ff for a 
little rest and vacation from the ••‘«'•'■'ice given in which all of
usual grind; however some of the congregation will be asked to 
time will be devoted to the cleaning part. This service is in the
up of the office and getting the;^®’’"* ® Sermon which will
plant in perfect condition for begin- j ^  under the direction of the regular 
ning the service of the New Year. director. The subject “ Love”

will be the theme for the evening and 
all songs and scripture will be di
rected along that thought. The best

-And, at this the most happy glad- ' 
some holiday .season of the year, 
when all men, everywhere should 
give thanks and appreciation for
service and favors received, the 
management o f this paper joined by

possible talent will be used in render
ing both solos and readings. This 

will not be put on exclu-

WINTER NO. 2 AND 
•MASON NO. 2 ARE 

ALSO PRODUCERS
In the Noodle Creek Field, West 

Texas’ newest and most sensational 
oil field, the past week has witnessad 
the marking of rapid and interesting 
development. Three new wells have 
hit the sand from which Texas’ fin
est gravity crude oil is produced, and 
besides, the most interesting feature 
is, the field has been extended at 
least three-fourths o f a mile to the 
southeast.

The first of the new prodacers o f 
the week to penetrate the pay sand

e v e ry ^ e m ^ r  o r i t ’.rfVrce; " - t e r  No. 2.
i church but visitors from other 
churches will have a part in it also. 

I PRO G RAM M E
I E'irst Bapti.iit Church

Meikel, Texa...

located as a north offset to the dis
covery well, next the Marland’s Ma- 
•son No. 2, also touched the sand and 
closed down activities until after the 
holiiiays. The .. .und well on thia 
t ■••t is ;aid to bear every mark o f 
being on. among the largest produc-

to express our most sincere thanks 
and appreciation of the liberal pat
ronage, cooperation and good will ex- | 
tended; coming as it ha.s, from as j
fine a citizenship a.« there i.s in the i _ , _  . ,, I j ousuay Evening. December the 20:h.

'■ ' IRA L. PARRACK. Pa.stor. ........
For all your goodness and favor-  ̂g. y a TE.S BROWN. Choir D m -tor 'er.. in the field. Next came the glad 

toward us we want to sincerely thank  ̂ S u b je c t-“ LOVE.-’ ! new.s that -n Wednesday night the
>ou. one .and all, and maj Processional Love Divine Atlantic Howell No. 1 . had a show-
Chnstmas holiday season now upon  ̂ (Congregation Standing! ing; making three new wells in the
us. ^  your most joyful, and mayjHynin Prayer ‘Come into my heart' field for 
the -New A ear soon to arrive, bring | 
to you all, much happinss, health and
prosperity. ■ p ' ------ * coroing to auinentic inlormation gi-

During the year just closing, we ! Saxaph.me Solo—  Charlie Largent

he week.
. I Tne Phillips Winter No. 2, ac

j.Scnpture Lesson I Cor. 1 Uh Chap, wording to authentic information
veil ‘ his paper Thur-day noon, had

nml unremitting effort, but al.-o by 
holding to those ideals that mark the 

revenue derived from room.-<. In ad- high;'st typo of citizen. He tands 
dition to the alxive it -would bring r'Jr'.equi‘.‘ocally for those things that 
ixople here who would deposit money *i'.ake for the moral as well as the

have striven hard to give you a paper Reading 
of which you might appreciate and j Vocal Solo 
really be proud of, and at the same I  Song No. 22

tiomd Mrx, .Stratton for investiga-j time, one that play it’s part in the Reading 
tion. While at the police station; | upbuilding and progress of city and • Chorus

with our banks and .spend money 
with our merchants ami would posi
tively assure Merkel to bcc'ime the

civic benefit of his community. Be
yond publishing a newspaper that is 
notable in its field, he overlooks no

working, and most important center ! opP'^rluDity to be of help to his fe! 
of all the activitie.s that are sure to low man, and there are none who 
follow the development of an oil | meet him who are not the better in 
field which only tho.se of little faith 1 pirit for having come in contact 
doubt is near at hand. The cost of with his cheerful, kindly personality 
fifty room, modern fire-proof hotel who do not realize the sterling
would be nil when we consider that Piualities of his character. May it 
twice the outlay would bo a.IJcil t^>b«“ said of him a.s of Abou Ben .Adam, 
the value of property already b u i l d - 6 is tribe increase.’ 
ed. There is nothing vi^onary aKaut —  ~ * » * »
the project save and except that J The atwive irotn the pen of Mr. 
thc«e who do not see its necessity and ; Ervin, who spemt a few weeks in 
practicability are without vision.

This paper trusts that the people

telegrani.< came from her husband 
and a d-scription from the officers 

,at Vcrr.on, Texas, caused the chase 
to itait.

I “ Fm O. K.”— Rut He Wasn’t
I The trio was traced to Altus, 
Oklahoma: Dodge City, an..; .Su
perior, Neb., and them to Nebraska 
City, where they were captured.

I 'f te r  the fight between the bank 
bandits and the officers Saturday 
afternoon near .Altus Mrs. Stratton 
received a telegram from her hus
band from Dodge City, Kan., which 

'read; “ I am O. K. Wire 
morrow.”

it’s people as a whole.

Christmas Tree At 
The Methodist Church

Song No. *5̂

We are informed that at the Meth
odist church there will be held an 
“ old time Christmas Tree,”  and it is 
expected that all the Sunday School 
children will receive some kind of a 
Christmas present.

An interesting and appropriate 
you to-1  ’ if’ cluding both vocal and

I instrumental music.

Mis.-* Lucy Tracy
.Ml?-- Bung Sears 

C-mgregation 
Verses uf Scripture

Choir 
Congregation 

Scripture with song No. 201
Choir and Congregation 

Song No. 220 .  Congregation
Song No. 184 Congregation
Offertory _____  Miss Tracy

.Announcements.
Benediction.

I 5Sunday fthi received another tele- ■A cordial welcome is extended to

o f Merkel may wake up to the im
portance of this enterprise and that 
the committee may go after the pro
position until it is assured.

lour city; being identified with the 
Merkel Mail’s news gathering force 
while here, will he highly appreciat
ed by the citizenihip, especially that 
which he has to say regarding our 
fair city, and this Editor most sin
cerely appreciates the kind word.s of 

The necc.^bity of frequet commit-i reference,
tee meetings was discussed and a ■ ‘ pka.sure in mention-
committee composed of T. G. Bragg, , deepest
Booth Warren and R. O. .Anderson regret that we were not able to kei p 
was appointed to determine regular 1 employe Mr. Ervin, for we
meeting dates for the executive com- ■  ̂ capable and
mittee that would suit the conven- ■ ¡„»gj-esting newspaper writer, hut a 
ience of all its members. | yyy^^, nian of the finest and most

The committee on water supply j ^jj^^jrable personality, in fact a real 
consisting of .A. T. Sheppard, A’atcs ' nian, a Christian gentleman of the 
Brown and Taylor Davis discu-ssed ' yi,] school, 
the water situation with special ref- ! 
erence to the break in the lines and 
the extension of the system to afford !

gram from Superior. Neb., which je'^eryone wishing to attend.
transferred to her $200, and re- j ... »
quested her to go to Pampa and | to leave town on a train.” 
meet “ Lester,”  Stratton’s brother. I The Guinn car is being held at 

“ Robbery?”  News to Her Clarinda, Iowa, near Nebraska City, 
“ I was left in Mineral Wells to pending advices from Mineral Wells, 

bring the wrecked car on to Pampa,” | Mrs. Stratton says her home is at 
says Mrs. Stratton. “ i<Iv hu.=band ' Shenandoah, Iowa, near where her

Many Returning Home 
For the Holidays

.Among tho.se we learn have or 
will soon arrive to peml the holiday 
season with home folks and friends 
are the following;

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh McRee, of .Au.s- 
tin. Mr. McRce is iintructor in 
Cevil Engineering at the .^tate Uni
versity.

At the J. S. Swann home. Miss 
Nell who is attending the Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Ft. Worth, 
has already arrived. .'li.-s .Annie

noon.
swabbed M2 barrels the preceding 
12 hour,, and was expected to be 

j the biggest producer in the field 
¡when properly drilled in.

.According to the best information 
^ is  paper is able to obtain the .At

lantic Howell No. 1 , was standing 
 ̂1500 fĉ -t of fluid in the hole at noon, 
^with perhaps a stronger flow o f gas 
than any of the former producers 
of the field, and having only been 
drilled into the sand barely two feet,

■ it i-! pi f-?ible that this may be the 
bigge.<t well of them all. The sand 
was picked up at 2,520 feet with twn 
feet in. The well was shut down 
Wednesday night for storage, which

told me that he. Car.son and another husband is now being held, but that teaching at .'^nyder, with,
man were going to Pampa and that for .several years she ha.s lived j wniie who is eoniuxted a.s sales-! 
he would send me the money back to Hastings and Omaha, Neb. |

•About $7.000 was taken from arrival.!for the work on the car, which ipay
amounted to $135, after which I was 
to meet them at Pampa.”
' “ If they robbed a bank at Odell or 
stole a car hero, I do not know any
thing about it. They were supposed Okla., but thy escaped.

a supply of water to the industries 
on west Front street.

A ditch digger machine could be 
secured at the field at a nominal 
cort and by taking up about two

He left la.st week for Big Spring, 
where he had been called to accept 
a more lucrative position with the 
Marland Oil Company. We join all 
his friends everywhere in extending

blocks of pipe that run at one time  ̂ glorious
to Bettis Heights and is not connect-
ed with the system, this extension ! prosperity during the coming 
could be made at little cost and |
should be completed at the very earl- 1 ' _________________

A Membership Committee com- L o C f t l  T c S C h C F S  O f f
posed of F. H. Lathamfi Sie Hamm 
and Taylor Davis were appointed to 
solicit members and it is hoped that 
many new members may be secured.
uubny fli THE Name fo thisr rrr , - . . . i„ ,.„ j„

The town has long suffered from ,^ee>c for her home in Colorado 
a lack of light on Main street owing I , M e l l . e  Gilbreth goes to 
to the fact that the current burned Worth to spend her vacation with 
out the globes. .A Light Committee folks

To Their Homes 
For the Holidays

Miss McMurray left first of the

Fort

Miss Sterling will spend the holi
days with her parents at Lubbock. 

Miss Kathleen Sudderth left for
consisting o f Lige Gambill, Sie Hamm 
and L. R. Thompson was appointed
to solicit merchants to keep awning t «*—
and show window lights burning.her home at Leonard, Texas.
throughout the night so that th e• . .
business section may be sufficiently O p e i l  B e a U t y  o n O p  H e r e
lighted to Insure greater protection ----------
against burglary and other crimes, j Miss Mollie Shannon of this city. 

We have a fine opportunity to se- and Mrs. Jack Brittbn, late of Abi- 
cure one or more city carriers and in lene, have this w ^k opeijed in the 
order that we may benefit by this Merkel SWre a modern, well
extension of service a committee com- j equipped aniiW todate beauty parlor, 
posed o f Taylor Davis and Thos. | This new bA m  o f business will be 
Durham were appointed to take the known as the x^arinello Beauty 
matter up with the proper author!-! Shoppe, a|(d Miss Shannon and Mrs. 
ties at Washington and find out just 1 B ritton ^ ill appreciate any and all 

(Continued on page 6 , Section 1) Ibusindu given them |n their line.

NEWSPAPER BARGAINS
We are Authorized Agents for The Abilene Morning 

News, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Dalla.s News, Semi- 
Weekly Farm News, Farm and Ranch and other News
papers and Magazines.

Bargain Days Open Until January 1st
We guarantee proper datings or will refund your 

money. We’re here the year 'round.—Beware of Strangers.

We Can Save You Money On Clubbing Offers
The Abilene Morning News (Daily and Sunday) one year____ $4.70
The Abilene Morning News (Daily and Sunday) and The 
Merkel Mail, one year each___________________________________5.50

Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily and Sunday) one year_*___$7.45
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily and Sunday) and The 
Merkel Mail, one year each__________________________________ 8.00

Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily except Sunday) 1 year------- $5.95
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Daily except Sunday) and The 
Merkel Mail, one year each_________________ __________________6.95

The Dallas News, (Daily and Sunday) one year---------------------- $6.96
The Dallas News (Daily and Sunday) and The
Merkel Mail, one year each_________________ _________________ 7.50

The Dallas News (Daily except Sunday) one year-------------------$6.50
The Dallas News (Daily except Sunday) and The
Merkel Mail, one year each------- ----------------- --------------------------6.60

Dallas Serai-Weekly Farm News, 1 year---------------------------------$1.00
Farm and Ranch, 1 year $1 .0 0 ; 3 years $1.50; y y ea n ------------$2.00
Holland’s Magazine 1 year .50; S yean $1.00; 6 y ea n ------------ $1.50

bank at Odell, and the ca.shier and| , „̂  ̂ j.,,r .-everal I
assistant cashier were locked in the|y^^^^  ̂ teaching in the pub-
vault. Later officers engaged the Ro-wcll. New Mexico
bandits in a pistol fight near Altus. hunie Friday, as well as

■James, who i.s a see’ond year student 
at .Sul Ros.s Collegi'. at .Alrine.

JuiLson .McRec. v ho i.'- a student at 
Baylor Dental CoHcjit*, Dallas came 
in last night.

■Messrs. Delbert Folly and Lewis 
Giles, who are attending North Tex
as .Agricultural and 31echanical Col
lege, at .Arlington, are also among 
those to arrive.

And Lemon and Vernon Chaney, 
also Weldon Wells, all of John Tar- 
leton, at Stephenville.

C. R. Williams, of the Noodle 
community, who is attending T. C. 
U., at Fort Worth has also made his 
way in.

Willard Reeves came in yesterday 
from .Austin, where he is spending 
a second year at State University.

Weston West who for several 
months has held a lucrative position 
in the noted oil town of Borger, near | 
.Amarillo, is also a welcome visitor | 
for the holiday season.

Fred Giles, another Merkel young 
man who is making good in the world 
came in from Roscoe, where he is a 
teacher in the public schools.

Miss Lorena Dry, a very popular 
public school teacher, for the past 
two years with the schools at En
nis, came in Wednesday.

McAlester Coal, guaranteed good. 
Hax’e car on track Friday or Mon
day. Swafford. Phone 44. It

Mrs. Moae Cauthen, of Alamo
gordo, New Mexico, after a pleas- 

|ant visit with her parents, Mr. and 
I Mrs. T. J. Toombs and many other 
I reiativea and friends left for her 
¡home in that city last week.

was being put on the ground Thurs- 
da>.

On September 7, the Phillips Joe 
Winter No. 1, blew in good for about 
one thousand barrel.« initial produc
tion. At this time, three and a half 
months, there i.« seven producing 
well.s and nut a dry hole in the pro
ven territory. The only well that 
might be called a dry hole, is the 
Hurley John Scars, located four mil- 
c.« east of the discovery and it is
aid that thi.s well had a small show

ing at about 2480 feet. The well 
now, we are informed is about 3,006 
feet.. It is pos.sible that the same 
will be abandoned as a dry hole, and 
yet, there is talk that a shot will be 
given it where the showing mention- 

led above was encountered.
Besides the above, we ntight ,men- 

■tion that there are some 14 rigs up 
in the field and surrounding country 
. liacent to ?’ erkel. Near the proven.

I area will be found the J. W. Wheeler 
, w .1 . cveral to the northwest;
I the Wold Oil Company’s Clark, a 
■mile to the northeast; the Smith well 
four miles north and the Tiñera, 
one mile north, the Mason Ko. 3, to 
the West; the Mid-West No. 2 to the 
southwest, the well on the Rose tract 
to the southwest two miles and a 
half, also the one of the- Williumaon 
tract two miles to the southwest. 
The Cranston well, now about 2,00 
feet, located ten miles northeast o f 
Merkel; the Largent three miles 
north. And rigs are up for the 
Hunter & Grisham, D. O. Huddles
ton, located six miles southeast o f 
Merkel. Also a test is rigging up on 
the Sam Butman land twelve miles 
.south. Also n g  timbera are being 
assembled by A. J. Brown Develop
ment Company on the Henslee tract 
ten miles south, making three tests 
to the south o f this city.

A tract of several thousand acras 
is reported to have been blocked for 
a test four miles east of Merkel, aad 
rumor has it that same has been pur
chased by one of the big companias 
now operating in th field and pra- 
parations are being made by thoas 
to start a test on same shortly after 
January 1st.

In ntentioning the above wc over
looked the Johnson A Gibson well an 
the Haynes tract three miles dae 
west of Merkel, which is drill ng 7; 
again after a short delay. q

Coal, Coal, Dawson» Domino, Mc
Alister. Phone 44. It

t
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Santa Has Changed
They say our old friend of the prolific whiskers 

and the fur boots has changed his mode of travel 

from the sleigh and reindeer to an airplane and all 

modern extras in order to meet all the requirements 

of this advanced age and get all the })resents around

on time.
Whether this be true or not we have placed our 

order with him to bring around to every one of our 

friends a right large package of Christmas cheer and 

much happiness for the New Year.

verybody’s Garage

Proper Hoad UuildinK
Good road» repreaents one of the 

moat important factors in the devel- 
opmnt of any community. Any one 
who doubts this, need only makek a 
comparison between states with and 
without gtHtd roads. Antiquated road 
building equipment and practices pre
vent the pros|>erity and high stand
ard of living so generally prevalent 

, in the good roads state.s.
State leaders are awake to the sit

uation. K. N. Todd, state highway 
eiigine^er of Kentucky .says:

"The ex|>erience in this state has 
been, that only a modern organiza
tion can maintain roads that handle 
heavy traffic, and of course, this or
ganization must be equipped with 
modern machinery and with experi
enced men to operate it.”

In many states, the practice of 
permitting farmers to work out their 
poll tax with horses and makeshift 
equipment was abandoned, long be
fore the modern tractor and road 
machinery were perfected.

The net result of the adoption of 
tractors, road machinery and proper 
road surfacing has been a much lar
ger return for each dollar of the 
taxpayers’ money ex|jended for roads. 
In one Mi.ssouri county, a saving of 
nearly $a,l»00 was reported in four 

i months, as a result in substituting 
'tractors for horses.
' Ihe automobile has so rcvolutioni- 
jzed our mode of living, that it is not 
! surprising to know that the science 
of road building and maintenance 
has progressed more since the advent 
of the automobile tnan for a century 
previously.

Kach year proves more conclusive
ly that to wit. â>tand present automo
bile and truck traffic, and heavily 
iravled rt'ck or gravel road should 
be untcefed by some waterproof, 
shi-ck-absurbing wearing surface.

i mry^tz±ct̂ 3n:É3^tLJn[à¿1.JS33^DDJa^t̂ ^------------------ ,

ON A CASH BASIS 
JANUARY 1. 1927

Owing to the. fact that we are not 
able to operate a credit business, we 
take this method and opportunity to 
announce that on and after January 1,
t
1927, we will conduct our business on a 
strictly cash basis.

Ì

We are always pleased to extend 
every favor and courtesy possible to our 
patrons, but our finances will not permit 
running a credit business. Also, if you 
have a credit account with us please 
come in and settle at once. We must
I)ay our bills.

Phone 72

ij2jl^'2JZIZniiIZIiI2IWWZIZTWUZIZIZIZIWiI?S2IZIinSVW2IZIW ¿fgf?.'

Ju.-it A lUMiiindcr
i Don’t forget to .'■erve cottage 
I cheese oi.ct ii. u while to your fam- 
jily, whether by itself, or as a spread 
for randwiches in combination with 
other flavors, such as green pepi>er, 
pimiento, olives, nut.s, or preserves, 
or ar an ingredient of a salad, or in 
balls accompanying salads. Y'ou can 
make various ccoked dishes with cot
tage cheese, too. Savory rolls are 
substantial enough for a main dish.

CORNER GARAGE
r. C. McFARLAM), Prop.

1

.■\r{fentia’s “ Fourth” 
Christ ma.s

Is Our

‘ Where the Fourth of July comes 
on Christmas”  is the way U. S. trav
elers describe South America’s sea
sons that are reversed south of the 

and old-fashioned Dutch cheese cake ' Equator, says the Research Départ
is a favorite dessert with a founda- ment of the National Association of 
tion of cottage cheese. Farm Equipment Manufacturers.

The South American farmer is us
ing the grain drill to plant his wheat 
when our farmers are using the 
threshing machine, the header and 
the binder. In fact, somewhere 
around the old world, the "click of 
the binder”  is always heard from one 
year’s end to the next, and just as 
surely, somewhere the seed is always 
falling. *

FARM  & RAN CH  LO AN S Baker & Wheeler will appreciate H EBRON A N D  K A L E  N EW S 
i  your business. We handle fresh and 

At 6, 6̂ /̂  and 7 per cent i n t e r - meats at all times. tf
est piiytiMe once a year. Termg ---------------------  i
5, 10. 20  or 33 years, the best o. Bor.ey can make you a loan i
contract ever offered the bor- from 5 years to 33 years at C'r 
rov er . NO RE D  T A PE . See me interest. tf
if you want a loan. V. E. MUIR. ---------------------
AblKne, Texas. Ijan27 , .\'ew«paper bargain days arc here.

1926 THANKS-1927
In the midst of the glad holidays we 

come with grateful hearts to express our 
gratitude to all our patrons and to wish 
c:̂ rh of you a brimful portion of happiness 
and contentment.

SAFFORD’S 
COAL & FEED YARD

PHONE 44 SOI TH SIDE

A WEE BIT 
OLE’ FASHION

JUST TO SAY—
A MERRY CHRISTMAS

—and—
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Yes it’s what we mean—so we say it to 
all our friends and customers at this 

happy season.

It has been quite a while aince 
there has been any items from us in 
the Mail but nevertheless we are 
still on the map.

John Davis and family had as 
their guests Sunday Jim Jeffery and 
family o f the Golan community. Mr. 
Davis’ fatiser is also visiting him.

Mrs. Miller from Panhandle, Tex
as arrived recently to spend the 
winter with her daughter, Mrs. Lige 
Harris.

Misses Lola Shelton and Mary Lou 
Newberry spent Saturday night and 
Sunday in Abilene.

Mr. »T.d Mrs. J. R. Biggs are the 
proud parents of a baby boy.

Joe Suggs and family spent the 
week end with Mrs. H. C. Barnett 
and family.

Mr. Jessie Dans and Miss Elsie 
Bird were married at Hebron Sun
day afternoon. Their friends wish 
them much happiness.

Joe Douglas and family nsited Mr. 
and Mrs. O. R. Douglas Sunday.

Willie Harris, Palmer Skidmore, 
Johnnie Heath, Leo Harris and Joe 
Lovins risited the Blackwell boys 
Sunday.

Mrs. Whaley has two of her neices 
as guests this week.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Garner are 
8{>ending Christmas at Comanche.

James Harris from Texas Tech is 
at home for the Holidays.

As there will be no Christmas tree 
here the young folks will enjoy var- 

iious entertainment in different homes 
jin this community.

Thomas Harris spent the week end 
'at Colorado.

THE

GLOWING

F I R E L I G H T S

PETTY & BUFORD’S
BARBER SHOP

! iiasoline
' A total of 3,560,987,5SC gallons of 
gasoline were taxed during the first 
six months of 1926. All of the 

'States except Illinois, Massachusetts, 
,New Jersey, and New York imposed 
a gasoline tax, the rate ranging 

j from one to five cents with an aver
age- of 2.39 cents per gallon. An ad- 

,ditionai 866^450,000 gallons, it is ea- 
^timated. were consumed in the four 
States in which the tax is not col- 

• lected. Since 19,697,832 motor ve- 
I hides were reristered in the six- 
months period, the gasoline consump
tion per vehicle averaged 226 gal
lons.

—at the Christmas hearths will soon be 
lighting up the many circles of happy faces, 
bright also with the spirit of the glad season 
which is upon us.

It is our sincere hope that our many 
friends are finding their places in these 
choicest of all earthly gatherings—these 
chosen companies of true friends.

The year has been a satisfactory one to 
us‘in a business way; you, our friends, have 
made it so; and now we take much pleasure 
in wishing for you all the finest fruits of 
friendship and good fellowship that the 
season can bring.

And may the New Year bring to you an 
ever-increasing meed of joy.

Messrs. R. Roy Adstmas and L. L. 
Huddleston, returned Wednesday 
from a business trip to the Plains, 
where they havep roperty interests.

McDonald & Collum
PHONE 259.

We Sell for Less—We Sell the Best
Good Service Mr. J. B. Foster, ruott one, drop

ped in one day this week and ranew- 
ed for the Merkel Mail and Star- 
Telegram.

t J 
* 1
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The Building: of a Town

We thank you for your patronage
t

during 1926 and want you to know 
that our plans for 1927 call for a pro
gram which we conscientiously be
lieve will fully merit your continued 
good will and business.

We appreciate every trust placed 
in us and will never give you* cause 
for regret, if within our power to 
prevent it.

Towns, like all other more or less 
great enterpriges, are builded by co
operative effort.

If it is your town this effort must 
be centered on securing for it the 
best things pos.sibIe, and not wasted 
nor misdirected by getting hysteri
cal over the go<jd things that come 
to towns that may become your bus
iness rivals.

If other towns are better than 
your home town it is because of one 
of two reasons: either they have
some natural advantage that you 
cannot overcome, or you are failing 
to cooperate with your fellow citi
zens as you should towards making 
your town what, it might become.

To make it a little stronger; the 
man whose, interests are self center
ed, with no thought or effort to im
prove his community; without the 
desire to cooperate with his fellows;

I ■ I. with selfishness the predominate 
'trait of his nature may live to poss
ess millions, counted in the money 
values of his time, but he will die as 
poor as Lazarus for there are no 
pockets in a shroud and there are 
no banks or exchange between here 
and the hereafter.

We were taught a sound philosophy 
years ago in that lesson in our old 
readers: the father of many “Of'sinien 
was near death, and, calling them all ’ 
to his bedside he gave them a bundle 
of sticks and re<|ue8ted each to 
break it. Their attempts were fu
tile and the old man took a stick at

Many of Those So-Called 
tlemen”

‘lien*

Mark Twain said one time of Eng
land that they had gentlemen but 
America had no such folks. He said 
9 gentleman, he had learned in Eng
land, was a man person, who lived 
without earning his living. In other 
language a dead beat. It is fine that 
he did not live in the present age. If 
he had he could nut have said we 
have no such in America. The woods 
are full of such today. There are 
men who live o ff others and never 
make an effort to make an honest-to- 
God dollar. Not a few of this breed 
either. They beat their debts and 
swindle and anyway to keep out of 
work. Entirely without honor and 
yet too often these same birds are 
high up in the affairs of State and 
society.

We believe that the libel law 
should be so amended that a news
paper would have the right to pub
lish the names of such people and 
thereby save many an honest man 
being beat by them.

Cold checkers, debt-beaters, just 
any way to put on a bold front, and 
you would think they owned more 
than half the Country they live in.

Mark Twain would be wrong now. 
AVe have a let of this kind of “ gentle- 

Exchange.

INDUSTRY VS. IDLENESS

One of the most beneficent provi- 
. . . .  sions God ever made for man is nse- 

a time from the bundle and with his One of the chief
feeble strength broke each of them

. , Man, created in the image, and afterA town working together may
overcome natural disadvantages and|j, designed to be an idler, a mere 
every impediment that stands ,n the I
way of Its progress; while a town blessings of God come to man
divided in opinion, with a citizenry L^rough industry. The curses of sin 
unwilling, for any roa.son, to work It

wa.s when David was idling away his 
time that he put a blot on his name 
that ha.-! dimmed its luster for all

. ... lages. Every thing that ha.s blessed(iootl Cows— .More I’ rofit 1

shoulder to shoulder for its upbuild- , 
ing will sometime fall asleep and be- j 
come a dream of things that were. i

The yearly pi-oduction record.s of 
20,000 dairy cows show that cows :. 
wliich produced 100 pounds of butter 
fat a year returned $10 each in in
come over cost of feed. Those that 
produced 300 pounds a year return
ed $7-1 each in income over cost of 
feed was increased 7.4 times. These 
are averages and would not apply to 
any single herd, but the general ad
vantage of increased profit as pro- 

i duction is increased does hold true.

the world ha.s come to it through in-

New?paper bargain days arc here.

evp:r y  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  o r g a n iz a t io n

JOINS US IN WISHING YOU

Y  u l e t i d e  
J o y s

—and a full measure of Happiness 
and prosperity in 1927.

We thank you too for your pat

ronage in 1926 and ask that we may 

serve you in 1927.

MAGNOLIA FILLING STATION
I

CHAS. H. JONES, A gen t

Day Phone 159. Night Phone 135.

“SERVICE W ITH A  SMILE.”

duBiry. Everything that has cursed 
it has come to it through idleness. 
Idleness has yet to have the first 
worth-while thing set down on its 
credit. Industry is a chown of glory. 
Idleness is an emblem of shame. An 
idle brain is the devil’s workshop, 
idling places are his halls of learn
ing, and idlers are numbered among 
his numerous products. Industry 
fills our places of responsibility. Idle
ness fills our penitentiaries and 
prisons. “ Satan finds some mischief 
still for idle hands to do.’’

Idleness is the enemy of physical 
health, mental efficiency, moral in
tegrity, and spiritual well-being. It 
is the rust that corrodes, the canker 
that eats, the gangrene that destroys, 
the mildew that blights; the con
sumption that ŵ a.stes all of the capa
cities of spirit, soul and body. .Addi
son says: “ These are few indeed, 

|who know how to be idle and inno
cent; every diversion they take is at 

¡the expiense of some virtue or anoth- 
ei, and their first step out of busi
ness is into vice and folly.’ ’

Idleness is the bane of existence; 
industry is its balm. Idlene.ss leads 
to incompetency, poverty, despair 
and death. Industry tends to compe
tency, wealth, hope and life. “ There 
is no immorality comparable with 
the immorality of a wasted life. “ No 
other investment yields the returns 
of a well spent life. Idleness as
sures defeat in every worth-while 
undertaking. Industry is invincible. 
It overcomes all difficulties, sur
mounts all obstacles, conquers all 

|thing-.'.. It lends a halo to the past, 
(fills the present with hope, and tints 
the future with glory. , Nothing is 
denied to industry.

Bodily activity is not all there is 
to industry. Men are spiritual and 
mural as well as mental and physi
cal. The man whose activities are 
confined to material things leaves 
whole areas of his being, undiscov
ered, undeveloped and unusued. Full 

I orbed manhood demands the discov
ery, development and employment of 
all of the powers with which God 

■has endowed His creatures. In noth- 
'ing less than unreserved devotion to 
God and His service, and to the ser
vice of his fellowmen, does man come 
to his own in this life.— H. O. Fan
ning.

Marries Two Couples
Rev. Ira U Parrack, on December 

12 pronounced the words that made 
man and wife, Mr. Tommie Patter
son and Miss Flora Meeks, of Blair; 
the ceremony taking place at the 
Baptist parsonage at about nine 
a. m.

And on December 4th he happily 
united in marriage Mr. Paul Jacobs 
and Mim  Mabel Scott, both of Trent.

To Be Exact
*'I must say those biscuits are fine,” 

exclaimed the young husband.
“ How could you say thoae were 

fine biscuits?”  inquired his mother 
when they were alone. i

"I didn’t say they were fine, j 
mother. I merely said I must say | 
•o."

CHRISTMAS
ASSURANCE ^>DoolJtV>«

As we wish you happiness that is 

genuine and lasting, we wish also to give 

you assurance that during 1927 we will 

spare no effort to maintain our present 

high standard of service quality and value.

PATTON’S GROCERY
s z c y x !

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR

—May they both mean much of good for our 
big family of patron.s. Accept our thanks for 
1926 favors and remember we want you for our 
'riend and patron ne.xt fall. ,

R. H. DEAN
“The Apple .Man.”ÌIf*!

I8ter:gzara:l\ :^:

The Pointer: The Boy Friend—
Say, who's the dumb-looking guy 
that drives your car around and 
work.s in the garden. I notice he al
ways gives me a nasty look when I 
come in.

The Girl Friend— Oh, don’t mind 
him. That’s ju.«t father.

First Diner— I think we met at 
this restaurant last month- You: 
overcoat seems very familiar to me.

Second Diner— But I didn’t have it 
last month.

“ No. but I did.”

Newspaper bargain days are here.
j Our idea of a road hog is a driver 
[full o f swine dip.

THE FLYIN6 FEET
OF

THE
BUSY

DAYS
if ; i
I-
i :

Hay 1926 Be' 
Y5(jr0eniesLGinstinaS'

—Have brought us around to Christmas again, 
made us all young again with the spirit of merry
making and good fellowship, reminded us once 
more that the best things gathered in our lives
are the confidence and good will of friends.

•

It has been our pleasure to deal with and 
serve many patrons during the twelve months 
just past, to take in your welfare a personal and 
abiding interest, and it is now our privilege to 
wish for you one and all a full and unfeigned* 
enjoyment of the pleasures of the Holidays.

Leslie & Middleton
Groceries and Ice 

PHONE 203.

r-'fKr..
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MERKEL BAPTISTS

A Merry
Christmas

and a

Happy New Year
to

Everybody
From Sodden mo

---------------------------------------------------------------

THE MERKEL MAIL
Published on Friday Morning by 
'Ihe Meikel Mail Printing C4>. 

T'iuA. Durham. Editor-Mgr.
^'BSCRIPTIOX HATES 

Tayk>r and Jones couniie.s Sl.nO
Anywhere else ..................$2.00

IN ADVANCE
T^EPHONE~No. <U

should be happy down here.”
He also sends kind regards and 

best wbhes to all of his old friends 
here, a« well as to eonifrattilate the 
Merkel Mail u|H>n the ri-cent improve
ment of the paper brought about 
through the purchase of our new 
and modern equipment.

All regular services Sunday and 
through the week.

The Sunday evening services will 
be a special musical service. At that 
time we will have a Song Sermon 
on the general theme of “ Love." 
There will be spevial numbe-rs both 
by individuals and by the choir as 
well a.« some congregational singing.

There will be a spe*cial Christmas 
prcgrain at the Church this Friday 
evening with everything reflecting 
the Christmas spirit.

We exi)cct to have all improve
ments finished on the church build
ing by Sunday with every department 
back in its own place. Lets have a 
full attendance in every department 
Sunday. We will also be distribut
ing the literature for the new year, 
and it is important that every one 
be on hand and get le.sson helps for 
the next quarter.

A cordial invitation is extended to 
all who will come and worship with 
us in any or all services.

IRA L. PARRACK, Pastor.

METHODIST CHURCH

Carry the Christian spirit over 
through Sunday to include worship. 
We hope that every member of the 
church, every citizen of our commun- 
it>, and visiting friends, will find 
their way to (jo<i's house at the hour 
of worship next Sunday.

Sunday School at i*:45.
Begin the day by attending this 

service of worship, praise, and Bible 
study, .\inple facilities have been 
made for all of every age.

Worship ut 11:00 a. m. and 7:00
|P. m.
I The public invited to attend all 
1 our services.

W. R. McCARTER.

Will Preach Here Sunday

It O.l/.l.Vò’ MISSIOSARY SOCIETY

HOSTESSES TO ( L l’ H

Entered at the postoffice at Mer
kel. Texas as second class mail.

WORD FKO.M THOS. A. 
JOHNSON

Thii paper is plea<eil a. know- 
;edg*i the receipt an a p r r e .iativi 
ieiter I't-om Mr. Tho.-. J'.h;;.-"n,
for many years an inflia ■ ' i a  citi
zen of Merkel, as well a< >:u- "f the 
successful bankers 'f the city, but 
who for several year- mw, h.i • K » :-. 
the very efficient and jn.pular \ ice- 
President and Ex'sutive Manager <i 
the Collins C<>untv National Lank, 
at McKinney, Texas.

To give Mr. Johnson’s many 
friends in and around Merkel an idea 
that he has not lost any of his far
sightedness and busines.s acumen, 
we quote the following paragraph 
from the letter received from him.

“ Am making dividends and some 
for the “ old man,” so I guess I

Misses Evelyn and Ruby Hamm 
were must charming hustc.^ses to the 
numbers of their club and a few 
friend: Tuesday of last weik. Club 
membe-rs arriving early disi>osed of 
thi- bu.-iness of electing a now presi
dent. Mrs. Emmett Grime.' l>eing 
fltx'te.! t fill M i"  Evelyn Hamm’s 
evri'.rui torn;, bi.-iore the t;:rival of 
the br'dge g lests. The games v.ure 
very merry and the hou--e decoru- 
tii'Os, table appuintnuiits and plate 
favors were participated chi^rful, in 
compliment tu the approaching holi
days.

\ most delicious refreshment plate 
wr.« passed t.' Mrs. Truman Caron, 
Frank .McFarland. M t'. Mose Cau- 
tl. rn, Mrs. Bill Hay:;i. , Earl Baze. 

IW. S. J. Brown, Emmett Grimes, 
iKuy Largent, Misses Lucy Tracy, 
Eleanor Harrison, Vennic Heizer, 

ichnstine Collins and the hostesses.

The Womans Missionary Society 
will have their last meeting of the 

I year on next Monday afternoon. 
The president requests that all of- 

jficers for the coming year to be pre- 
rent as it is very necessary that plans 
be formed for next j ear’s work. .A 

'few  other matters of business will 
also be di.'.ussed. The last les.son in 

■ the study book will also be given in 
order that we may start the new 

'tear with a new b»iuk. The time of 
the meoiir.g will be at 2:30 and we 
hope for a good at’.eadance.— Repor
ter.

Elder W. G. Cypert announces 
that he will preach at the North 
Side Church of Christ on next Sun
day at both the morning and even
ing hours.

A cordial invitation is extended 
everyone to attend. *

/^TEh'^fFDrA^^: n. r .  r .  r .

have you one of our ’27 calendars? 
’ Swafford. Rhone 44. It

Re\. W 
'had as their 
ing oi this 

'and wife of 
I is a brother 
Broffcssor of 

¡ton College.

R. McCarter and wife 
guests Wednesday even- 

we-ek, Mr. R. L. Eaves 
Stephenville. Mr. Eaves 
of Mrs. McCarter, und 
History at John Tarle-

Mr. R. L. McLean, of route three 
is among the many who have re
cently renewed their subscription to 
the Mail.

I We are thankful to Mr. W. L. 
I Burns, Merkel’s splendid hire Chief, 
¡for a subscription to the Mail which 
he had us send to relatives.

Coal, Coal, Dawson, Domino, Mc
Alister. Phone 44. It

Bible Teachings About issions.
The Origin of Missioi.s: Maurine 

Davis.
The Mes.sage: Vera Richie.
The Methods of Missions: J. D. 

•Ashby.
The Task: Vernie Derrick.
The .Motive: Willinnt SheppurJ. 
The Power: Oleta .Moore.
The Prog;am: J. E. Boaz.
.All memLers urged to be present. 
Sunda>, December 26, ly26.

. i r u ' i . r  It. Y. 1‘. L\

—Each of us find joy and satisfaction 
in unselfish service and with it all mixed 
enougrh profit to be comfortable and 
enough satisfaction to feel our duty 
well done.

May we strive for a better city, for 
a better business and the spirit of co- 
oijeration.

We believe in our city; we believe in 
our friends; we believe in the future.

Let us thank you, one and all and 
wish you many joys for Christmas and 
much progress in the direction you de
sire during 1927.

:T ;s.

Sur.daj, IKctm’oer ’26, 1K26.
Lcadwt ; fJr. Mutiiew.-,. 
Introduction: Li-ader.
Police Protection .A Farce:

J. S. Swni.n.
Mai>, the Bravest of the Bra\c: 

Mrs. Eail La.ssiicr.
-Mary Faces the Mob: JIrs. Mat

hews.
E.'fejt Upon Feng: Mrs. W. S.

Shephtjd.
.A Ci.inese Truly Converted: Mrs. 

C. M. I.argent.
Feng’s .Advancement: Mrs. Richie. 

fflEffcct of Feng in Honan: Mr.
Polly.

Feiig, A Soul Winner: Mrs. Ash
by.

S'-4 I

4GED MOTHER
PASSES AWAY

i-'l G reetin m

After failing health for many 
months and serious illness the past 
few days, Mrs. Mollie Dyess, 6‘J, a 
pioneer and well know citizen of 
Merkel, died at the family residence 
in this city at about seven o’clock 
Thur.'day morning.

Funeral service will be conducted 
toda^, (Friday) at the Baptist 
church, conducted by Rev. O. B. Ta
tum, assisted by Rev. Ira L. Pairack, 
with buiial lm:ned;ately after in Rose 
Hill ccr..et-T\.

C aril «tf Thank-

<
The Hamm Drug Company wishes to thank you 

one and all for your liberal patronage during the past 

year. We will strive to give you better service during 

the coming year.

Come In and Get a Real 
Kitchen Calendar

BEST WISHES FOR 1927

We take this method of thanking 
one and all for the assistance and 
kind deeds gr.d words shown u.s dur
ing our loss by lire December 15th, 
and especially do we thank Mr. 
Dima Compton and the gentleman 
that drives the Worlds Oil truck who 
saved nearly all that was saved of 
our household goods and especially 
do we thank Mr. C. L. Tucker who 
opened his doora to us until we 
could secure a house.— R. E. Cole 
and family. Itpd

^TUajj Vour Cup Be Pull- 
nP (%>£T this C M irm  f

DR. S. W. JOHNSON
DENTIST

1)8 ¿ Ä  jtY¿Ld

CREETINES
Ik

Card of Thanks

I take this method of thanking 
Mr. Ellerbee and all others for con
tributing to me after the fire Wed
nesday night, December 16th and also 
thank one and all for the kind words 
and deeds.— Mrs. E. E. W'illiams.

Itpd

N OTICE!

FROM

HAMM DRUG COMPANY

To Whom It May Concern;
I know the party who took from 

my place some cross ties five weeks 
ago, and insist on you coming in and 
paying for the ties at once and 
thereby save trouble. Wm. O’Briant.

■ It

DILI DILI OIL!
Yes we have oil but our prices are 

the same as before we got oil.— Ba
ker & Wheeler Market. tf

Sie Hamm 
Comer Patterson 

D. F. Wulfman

Elmer Adcock 

Kenneth Watkins 

Bill Hamm

As we are going out of business 
on January 1, 1927, you can get some 
real bargains in Groceries. J. D. 
Porter. Itpd

Mr. Obc Childress, of Wellington, 
Texas, was here laat week for a visit 
with hia grandson. Dr. W’. T. Sad
ler.

This paper is grstsful o our good 
friend, Mr. W. A. Tbomton, for s 
■nhsertption to the Msil which he 
had us send to his daughter, Mrs. 
E ffis Martin, st Tscoms, Washing
ton.

T»i

(Jlhrlrtniâ eer

We wish to take this opportunity of 
expressing to our friends and patrons 
the cutomary greetings of the season. 
You have given us a liberal portion of 
your business for which we are very 
grateful, but we are more grateful to 
you for your friendship and it shall be 
our purpose and aim to conduct our 
business in such way that this friendship 
will grow with each day of the New 
Year.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and 
\  Happy New Year.

LOWE-BRACKEEN 
MOTOR CO.

Chevrolet Dealers

It ^
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We’re
Just
Hoping

^^XjOlshim y o w c h u  
* OitL-̂ m shionedt 
^ a p p y ^ i o t y V e ^ *

—That Old Santa Claus will be bet
ter to our friends and patrons this 
Christmas than he ever has before 
and that the New Year will be bet
ter than the Christmas we wish 
for each of you.

Accept, if you please, our sincere 
thanks for your 1926 business.

We want to serve you during“ 
1927.

GRIMES-SMITH 
DRUG CO.

Prescription Druggist

PHONE 9.

C. of C. Executive
Committee Meets

(Continued from paire 1, Sec. 1) 
what will be required of us to ob
tain this additional service. We shall 
probably have to build some more 
walks in order to make the service 
possible.

In the opinion of those present, 
one of the important committees ap- 
ptjinted was Committee on Affilia
tion with the West Texas Chamlier 
o f Commerce. That organization 
should have at least twenty-five mem
bers here and would have if they 
properly understood all that has been 
accomplished by that Kreat ori^ani- 
zation. Taxes have been kept down; 
common point freight rates have been 
maintained at points west of Merkel 
which has meant a great saving to 
our people; and numerous other ser
vices rendered which are absolutely 
convincing that a membership in 
this body is not a contribution but a 
fine inv’estment. The personnel of 
this committee is A. T. Sheppard, T. 
G. Bragg and L. R. Thompson.

Thomas Durham was appointed 
Publicity Manager and we may be 
assured that his appointment will 
keep Merkel properly before the 
public in a thoroughly reliable and 
deserving way.

A committee on Agriculture com
posed of Bot»th Warren, R. O. Ander
son and L. R. Thompson was ap
pointed who will cooperate with the 
farmer and County Agent in secur
ing better cows, hogs and chickens, 
and lend any assistance po.ssible, 
compatible with good business judg
ment, which will be of benefit to the 
agricultural interests of the trade 
territory. This committee will not 
try to impose its opinion on anyone 
unwilling or unready to take sug
gestions from it, but will try to be 
helpful to those engaged in agricul
ture.

.Ml present at this meeting were 
not only hojicful but enthusiastic in 
the belief that Merkel is in the cen
ter of a great oil field and that it 
will become the center of the fieljl’s 
activities.

Mr. A. B. Patterson returned 
Wednesday morning from Dallas 
where he had been to carry Mrs. 
Patterson for treatment of her eyes. 
Mrs. Patterson will remain in Dallas 
under the care of a specialist for 
two or three weeks. Miss Opal Pat
terson, her daughter is there with 
her. They were accompanied on the 
trip by Mr. and Mrs. Homer Patter
son, who returned with Mr. A. B. 
Patterson Wednesday.

a ty a ty :

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL OUR PATRONS 

AND FRIENDS

And we wish to thank each and all for the liberal 

patronage given us the past year; hoping also, that we 

may be able to enjoy your continued business during 

the coming New Year.

If ^

6<m I9 _
P o p p i n s s s ^ ^ S  
Our Christmas'̂ 'lsh

ED’S CAFE
E. L. TURNER, Proprietor.

P. S.—On January 1st we will move to the building 
next door west and will be closed for a few days, before 
opening better prepared and fixed to serve you in 1927.

9 S' Sé* 9 *i9 ^^y^à^9

T K e a t r e
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ! ‘THE RADIO

DECE.MIiER 2JTH A.M) 25TH

1 DETECTIVE”
CHARLES R. ROiiERS PRESENTS ! Chapter II— “THE RADIO RIDDLE.”

“THE UNKNOWN ¡ Produced With the Cooperation of the—
i BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA1

SOLDIER’’ j With Educational Comedy and Interna
tional News.I

A Renund Hoffman I’ icturization With— 1
Charles Emmett Mack, Marguerite De I.A- 

Motle and Henry B. Walthall.

i1

Wednesday and Thursday
.\lso a William Fox Imperial Comedy— DECE.MBER 29TH AND 30TH>
“ EIGHT CYLINDER BULL ” » •

Metro-Goldwyn-.Mayer Presents

MONDAY AND TUESDAY j REX INGRAM S
DECEMBER 27TH AND 28TH “THE FOUR
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Presents— 

MAE MCRRAV IN— HORSEMEN”
“ ALTARS OF DESIRE” — With—

WITH CONWAY TEARLE RUDOLPH VALE.NTINO

.\Iso .An .Adventure Picture 1 and ALICE TERRY
1

Jack Daugherty and Margaret (luimby in “THE BIG CITY

I

.

...A Merry Christmas to All...

Popular Young Couple 
Are Married Here

On Wednesday afternoon of this 
week. Rev. W. R. McCarter, pastor 
of the First Methodist church, in his 
usual happy and appropriate man
ner, pronounced the words that bound 
in marriage Mr. Fioyd Dowell and 
Miss Juanita Beene.

The ceremony took place at the 
parsonage, at about two p. m. in the 
presence of a few intimate friends.

The groom is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. N. Dowell, is well liked and 
esteemed by a large circl^ of friends 
and associates; is known, for his up
right chlht^ter and business enter
prise. Th^_ bride is/ the only 
daughter o f Mi?b»^E. P. peene, one of 
Merkel’s most chArming and accom
plished young ladies, qhe is a grad
uate of the 1925 class Äf the Merkel 
High School, and has a large cricle 
of admiring friends.

This paper joins the many friends 
of both the contracting parties in 
wishing for them all the jo>'s and 
happiness of wedded bliss.

Have you one of our *27 calendars? 
Swafford. Phone 44. It

FOR TRADE— Good 7 passenger 
Packard car with 4 new casings. 
New paint. Car A-1 condition, will 
trade for Merkel property. Write 
Casey Branch & Allen, Box 994, 
Abilene, Texas. Itpd

FOR RENT— A farm of 160 acres at 
Stith. Will rent for $200.00 cash in 
advance. 100 acres in cultivation. 
50 in pasture. Write B. W. Horn, 
1828 Sanger Ave., W’ aco, Texas.

2tpd

It is everywhere in the air. 
May it so possess your heart 
with the inspiration of joy and 
hopefullness that you will have 
the best Christmas you have 
ever had, and will carry a heart 
full of gladness and content
ment into all the days of the 
New Year.

l o s t — Dark gray overcoat in road 
between Frank Hail and Bill Dunn’s 
places Friday, December 17th. Find
er please leave at Farmers State 
Bank of Merkel. Itpd

1927
FOR RENT— Two light housekeep
ing room. Mrs. C. E. Conner. It

If it is a house you want built, see 
a'carpenter, but if it is Meats, see 
Baker k. Wheeler Market. tf

McAleeter Coal, guaranteed good. 
Have car on track Friday or Mon
day. Swafford. Phone 44. lt_̂ :

Dr. H. P. Hulsey, 
tor, is among the many 
the Merkel Mail and Abi' 
ing News this sreek

THE MODERN 
DRY CLEANERS

Opposite Post Office 
PHONE 3.

* • 9 9 »9
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fy»T3rigi'; Take Off Collars and Neckties

THE SWIFT PASSING 
OF 1926

Youth, Wild Youth
In an acidreis at the second New 

England Conference, at Hartford, at 
a dinner jfiven by Governor Trum
bull of Connecticut, Owen D. YounK, womenkind, announetx with

Thomas Alva Edison, castina an 
appreciative if a^cd eye upon the

—Brings US to a new book in life’s history and 
before we thumb its pages our thoughts dwell 
in greater appreciation u]X)n those i>atrons who 
have placed their trust in us. the evidence of 
which is your patronage.

Not only for your business, but 
good will, do we return glad thanks.

for vour

May
fortune.

1927 smile on you with much good

W. 0 . BONEY

Chairman of the Board of Dirwtors 
of the General EU*ctric Company, 
made a plea for the future growth 
and development of New England. 
In o|>ening his talk, he said that he 
and his friend, the Governor of Con- 
neiticut, belonged to a club which 
meets on an island; that a rule of 
this club was that no member while 
on the island, should wear a collar 
or necktie and that penalty for in
fraction of the rule was a dip in the 
lake until the collar and tie was re
moved. Naturally, this was a rather 
democratic club.

“ Wouldn’t it be fine,’’ said Mr. 
Young, “ if New England could have 
a dinner like this with its collars and 
ties o ff? ”

Mr. Young pointe<l out that people 
are now considering whether New

finality that there is nothing wrong 
with the flap|>er and demands that 
the grown-ups “ leave her alone.’ ’

Youth should be given credit for 
its “ prevailing unrest,’ ’ the Wirard 
of Menio Park insists. Its tendency 
to doubt and ask questions has de
stroyed many legends and mythical 
tales once regarded as of historical 
importance.

Perhaps Mr. Edison is as w’ell 
qualified to speak on the subject as 
anybody else. It is the one subject 
in all the world that everybody pro
fesses to be familiar with in all its 
ramiflications. Youth, wild youth, is 
the subject of more conversations 
than any other one topic.

If youth is best on getting itself 
talked about, its object has been ach-

ABSTRACTS OF TITLE
for prompt and accurate service 

call on

SECURITY ABSTRACT CO.
Abilene, Texas

Second floor of Court House
Phone 2378

R. W. QRIMSLET, Manag^er

^ zgcg x zg r gTgn g  g y ao rzgeg. gg^T T r r̂ y  g z z erggry x s t  i

Vitamins Via Milk

The vitamin content of milk de
pends largely on the vitamin content 
o f the ration of the cow. Milk rich
est in vitamins is obtained from 
cows that havep lenty of green feed 
and sunlight. Cows kept in their 
stalls and fed largely on dry feeds 
and cured hay produce milk that is 
relatively low in vitamins.

Fur Fact.s
The value of the annual catch of 

fur-bearing animals *25 years ago 
was roughly estimate<l at $25,000,000 
.says the Biological Survey of the 
United States I>epartment of .\gri- 
culture. Today it is placed at more 
than $60,000,000, and even this fig
ure would doubtless have been ex
ceeded if the supply had been main
tained. Serious students of conser
vation feel that the fur resources 
are not being given deserved atten
tion.

England has been handicapped by a ived with a completeness that 
lack of democratic cooperation be
tween its states. “ One year ago,” 
said he, “ I suggested that you turn 
all your water powers into a common 
pool andg et the benefits of the di
versity of flow in your rivers, and 
of the rainfall on your watersheds.
This is espiecially important in a 
great community like New England

Much .Meat
Noteworthy recent developments in 

the meat situation have been an in- 
!crease in the beef supply and a de-18 as- i .

tounding. Almost evervbody talks Production. Since
about youth, whether thev know any beef supplies have risen steadily
thing about it or not. ' ‘ ^^5 the total produc-

It must be disconcerting to the old- ®f 7,146,000,000 fiounds was al-
sters to be told that youth is not go-, . . .  . 1. . .u L 1 'larger than the total for 1921. Theing to the dogs, that the boys and enormous pork production in 1923 
girls of today have better morals and in 1924 fell o ff more than 
than their fathers and’ grandfathers, j 1,000,000,000 pounds in 1925, which 
and much better than their remote !P’ *'*®* upward o f ,  10,000,000

Building: Roads

where the natural power supply at j ancestors. Well, we might argue I
best it inadequate to its ni*eds. A jwith Mr. Edison on the fathers and j _________________
row or two of poles with a few cop- grandfathers, but there is no room 
per wires breaks down the barrier I for argument as to the remote an-

Wonder what a cedar tri*e with a 
gu(Hi start in life thinks about 
Christmas?

of the hills.
“ It has been said in recent years, 

that such troubles as New England 
has arise from the immigration of 
foreigners into her borders. I take 
no such views. May I suggest to the 
people who hold such views that they 
take their collars and nefkties o ff

cestors. The world is better today 
than it was a hundred years ago, and 
infinitely better than it was a thous
and years ago.

The people do not take as many 
pills as they used to but more ad
vice.

Although motor vehicle registra
tions and highway traffic have in
creased enormously in recent years 
and will doubtless continue to in
crease, highway officials do not fear 
the development of a general condi
tion of congestion or any breakdown 
in the roads constructed because of 
the increased traffic, according to the 
United States Department of A gri-" 
culture. Highway research and ex
perience have developed types o f  
pavement fully capable of withstand
ing present and expected future traf
fic.

Experience may be a good teacher, 
but she turns out mighty few grad
uates.

Still, there 
improvement.-

is plenty of room 
-•■Vbilene Reporter.

for

Tit

When you speak to a New Yorker 
o f the great white way he thinks 
vou mean Broadway, even if he has 
heard o f the Milkyway.

----------- --------------------------- ------------------------------- --- -—  ---------------- —
im y-rrr
D! UT

Bits: little man and his
M ho V)w ns the F 'orests’.’ unify New England into one i wife visited the zoo. When they | jj,..

The forest land of the Uniti^l community of democratic cooperation. i halted before the hippopotamus he i j {  
States, in rourl numbers, is split up Intellectually, in my judgment, you 1 remarked admiringly: “ Darned cu-

are the most highly develo|K“il denio-lrious fish, ain’t it, Ma?’ 
cracy in the world. I am not so sure 
that you apply it in your business.
Let each man in New England re
solve that he will in his business and 
economic relations, take his collar 
and necktie off. Let him resolve

appruximately a,* follows: Federal
•jiivernment. !>9.(H)0.000 acres; States.

acres; m unicipalities and 
ciiunties. "(Ui.iMlO acres; large private 
owners. 220.tHTO.000 acres; small pri- 

ivate vwners, 1.50,000,000 acres.

that’s a rep-'

ON A CASH BASIS
most complete democratic coopera
tion between him and everybiKly else 
with whom he comes in contact, in 

; order that his business may prosper 
and his community may succeed.”

I Mr. Young pointe<l out that it is

“ That ain’t a fish; 
tile.”

So the argument liegan. It pro
gressed to a point of such violence 
that the old lady began belaboring 
the husband with her umbrella. The 
old man dotlged and ran, with his 
wife in pursuit.

A keeper had just opened the door
of the lions’ cage and the little man
popped in. He crowded in behind 
the largest lion and peered over its 
shoulder at his wife, who, on the

imperative to break down the arti- ¡other side of the bars, shook her um-

To Our Friends, Patrons and the Public:

We take this method of announcins: 
to you that on and after January 1,1927, 
we will operate our business on a cash 
basis. We appreciate your business so 
liberally given us in the past and trust 
you will continue same in the future, but 
must ask that you pay cash for 
goods and service.

ficial barriers existing between six 
independent New England states, and 
adopt a policy of economic coojiera- 
tion all fields, to insure the maximum i 
use of the resources of New England 
and her own economic development.

brella furiously.
“ Coward!” she shoute<l. 

ard!”
‘Cow-

VII But the “ Squeal"
Raising domestic rabbits for meat

He suggested that New England cap- J-*" ® rapidly growing indus- 
the Biolo-• , , , , . ,  . ,  ̂ itrv in this countrv, savsital look nearer home for investments'^-^, gurvey of the United States

our

than it had been in the habmit of do
ing.

In closing, Mr. Young said: “ No
where else are there such great re
sources of brains and capital, of men 
and money, of public spirit, o f stab
ility of character, of fine traditions, 
ot indomitable will, as exists within 
these six states. They have, for gen
erations, furnished leadership to the 
country, and today they supply its 
leader. No one ever came intimately 
in contact with New England but to 
admire it, and no one ever left it but 
with regret.”

Department of Agriculture, and the 
question of the most profitable dis
position of the wastes is one of suf
ficient importance to challenge the 
retention of scientists. .\s in the 
ca.«e of packing-house wastes, part of 
the discarded material is recoverable 
as grease, part as dried blood, and 
the greater part as tankage or am
moniate fertilizer.

N0TICE--
TO OUR CUSTOMERS

As the close of the year is at hand, 

and we must close our accounts, pay our 

bills and prepare for staring business in 

the New Year.

We must do this or quit business.
TON BELL FOR FIIIL.V- 

DELI'HIA ARRIVES

Our finances will not permit us to 
run a credit .business.

HI-WAY
SERVICE STATION

B. E. SMITH

New York, Dec. 20.— People living 
thirty miles outside Philadelphia 
will be able to hear at midnight D- 
ember 31 the tolling of the deitii 
dirge of the old and the ringing in j 
of the new year. The sonorous 

>1 peals will come from a geventcen-ton ; 
bell, described as the largest single- I 
voiced instrument in the United 
States, which is to be placed in Wan- 
amaktr’s Tower in Philadelphia.

The bell arrived here from Eng
land, where it was cast. It is nine 
feet and six inches in diameter and 
.seven feet and nine inches high. 
Tesas made in England are said to 
have shown that the tone of the bell 
carries fully thirty miles.

Newspaper bargain days are here.

We have been glad to accomodate 

our customers; have appreciated your 

business and trust that you will now 

come in and make settlement of your ac
counts with me.

I must have it to operate my business.

This is the last day be
fore Chri.stmas.

See our line of Dia
monds. Watches, Jewelry, 
Cut Glass, China Sterling 
and Plated Silver and etc.

We will meet any mail 
Trder prices.

PRESLEY’S 
Jewelrv and Gift Shop 

209 Pine St.
ABILENE. TEXAS

WOODRUM’S
DRIVE-IN

FILLING STATION
GEO. WOODRUM, Mgr.

Guaranty Abstract Co. r

Pine Street

ABILENE, TEXAS
For PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE have your abstract work done by us.

- W e Guarantee «Satisfaction .
TAYLOR, Manager Phone 1132 ABILENE, TEXAS
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P R O F E S S I O N A L

DR. W. M. GAMBILL 
g Dentist

—X-Ray Diagnosis—
Office phone IIG Res. phone 108
Office on Front St.; Boney Bldg

uiiir 1‘"J.

M. ARMSTRONG, M. D.
Office Over Farmers State 

Bank
Res. Phone 12. Office 195.

^Local Surgeon T. & P. For Last 
10 Years.

Furnish Drugs From Office.

T. C. W I L S O N

i
...JEWELER...

16 Chestnut Street Abilene

DR. R. L GRIMES 
Physician and Surgeon

Hours 10 to 12 a.m 2 to 5 p.m. 
phones 105-163 Res. 165

DR. S W. JOHNSON. 
Surgeon Dentist

Office over Farmers State Bani 
Office Phone 306

PAULINE JOHNSON
Successor to

G. W. JOHNSON

Insurance— Notary Public 
Over West Company—Front St 

merkcl — Texas i ____________________
W. W. WHEELER

Real Estate, Fire, Accidenv ant 
Tornado Insurance Agent. 

Notary Pnblic.
Office over Crown Hardware O

DR. MINTON T. RAMSEY 
DENTIST

X-Ray and Diagnosis

8rd Floor Alexander Bldg. 
Telephone 177 Abilene, Tex

• _____  __

H. P. HULSEY, D. C. 
Graduate

CHIROPRACTOR 
Merkel, Texas Phone 51

Office in West Building 
Over Bragg Dry Goods

# —‘
DR, CHAS. E. HARRISON

Practice limited to Refracting 

Eyes Examined—Gla.sses Fitted
209 Clinton Bldg. Phone 2020
Over Brooks D.G. Abilene, Tex

—PILES CURED—
No Knife No Pain No Deten

tion from Work 
'  DR. E. E. COCKRELL 

Rectal and Skin Specialist 
of Abilene, Texas 

Phone No. 359 Alexander Bldg

C. B. BARNES H. W. BARNES

Barnes Brothers
Contractors and Builders 

WE KNOW HOW 
Phone 229.

Plans and Estimates Furnished 
F. L. BARNES G. W. BARNES

PUBLIC STENOGRAPHIC 
WORK

Call at N. D. Cobb’s Office 
Over Farmers State Bank Bldg. 

We Ŵ rite
AU Kinds of Legal Instruments

A, V. D Y E  
—Contractor and Builder—

I ^ See me for Plans and Specifica
tions and contract terms.

Len Sublett
Water well Driller, 
all work guaranteed 
flrtt-clasB.

A Merkel, Texas
Phone 164w P. 0. Box 224

Sale
USED CARS— Have some real bar
gains in some good used cars. See 
me at once. F. E. Church. tf

FOR SALE—The one story brick 
building adjoining and east of the 
Post Office Builditig in Merkel, Tex
as, belonging to the W. S. Smel.ser 
Estate and occupied by the Merkel 
Mail.— R. E. McCamant, Executor, 
1826 Idlewild, Abilene, Texas.

FOR SALE— Have few hundred 
bushels Oats to sell. Joe Higgins, 
Route 1. tf

STORE fixtures for sale, quick, 
cheap and a bargain, good condition. 
Floor and counter cases, garment 
rack, shoe seats and stool, desk, 
chair, computing scale, etc. Write 
B. W. Neal, Abilene. 17t2p

ALL kinds of cook stov'es, new and 
second hand, also Heaters, Pianos, 
and Organs. Special prices on rugs. 
—City Furniture Co. 17t2pd

FOR SALE— One coming two year 
old Bronze Tom, at $7.50. Also one 
coming one year old Bronze Tom, at 
$t).00. Subject to prior sale. Ad
dress or come to see Angus Gaivin, 
nt Warren ranch house, Merkel, Rt. 
1. 17t2j*d

FOR SALE—Good second hand 
Ford touring car. Will take cows 
in trade.— Sie Hamm.

TWO pair mules for sale, cash or 
good notes. See Taylor F. Davis.

Itpd

FOR S.ALE— Good ten room house, 
with two lots, a bargain. See J. C. 
.Mason. Itpd

FOR SALE— Baby bed and mattress
es. See O. R. Dye. It

FOR S.ALE— Used sheet iron. See 
C. S. Higins, at the Blue Front Gar
age. Itp

FOR SALE— Cheap, for cash or 
good notes that the bank will ap
prove. Five good teams, two new- 
double row cultivators, two plant
ers, two gang mole board braking. 
Plows and other tools will sell and 
rent 275 acres land to right kind of 
man, plenty feed to run place. W. 
O. Dial, 3 miles west of McMurry 
College, Abilene, R. 3. It

FOR SALE— Used Underwood Type
writer, in good condition. Mrs. E. 
C. Perry. Phone 219-J, Merkel. Itp

HOUSE for sale or rent. Taylor F. 
Davis. Itp

FOR S.ALE— Four hundred cords of 
mesquite wood. $2.50 per cord, cash 
on ground, three miles west of 
Trent. See H. D. Simpson. 24td4p

FOR SALE—Two nice flat-top desk. 
Would make nice Christmas present. 
See Norman Pledger. It

FOR S.ALE— Some choice White 
Leghorn hens. See R. B. Wells It

FOR RENT
FOR RENT— I have 160 acres of 
land for rent and 350 acres for lease. 

A. Duncan, Trent, Route 2. tf

FOR RENT— Two furnished light 
housekeeping rooms. See Mrs. J. M. 
Meeks. Phone 229. Itpd

FOR RENT— Furnished rooms, with 
or without table board. Mrs. T. P. 
Pearce. Itpd

FOR RENT— 150 acres land, with 
good house and other imprvements. 
A. B. Cranston, Merkel, Route Four.

Itpd

FOR RENT— Have some furnished 
or unfurnished rooms for rent. Mrs. 
B. E. Dalton. It

WANTED
WANTED— Man for steady work. 
Can make $160.00 up per month. 
No experience necessary. See me or 
write Box 647, Merkel. E. B. Barnes.

17t3

W ANTED—To trade eighty acre 
farm, with modern conveniences, 
two and one half miles north of 
Gorman for small farm in West Tex
as. For term write J. N. Davis, RL 
1. Box 14, Gorman, Texas. Itpd

THE

Equality Bvfore the Uw <AN UNPARALLED GROWTH

The United States Supreme Court 
has rendered a recent decision-which 
says in effect, that the right to do 
business is suprior to the right to 
strike*. The case had its inception 
before the Court of Industrial Re
lations which hears disputes betw'cen 
wage earners and wage payers in 
Kansas.

It is of interest to note that Jus
tice Brandéis, regarded by closed- 
shop people as their especial friend 
in the highest court, wrote the deci
sion which says in part:

"The right to carry on business— 
bo it called liberty or property—has 
value. To interfere with this right 
without just cause is unlawful. The 
fact that the injury was inflicted by 
a strike is sometimes a justification. 
But a strike may be illegal because of 
its purpose, however orderly the 
manner in which it is conducted. To 
collect a stale claim due to a fellow- 
member of the union, who was for
merly employed in the business, is 
not a permissible purpose. In the 
absence of a valid agreement to the 
contrary, each party to a disputed 
claim may insist that it be determ
ined only by a court.

“ To enforce payment by a strike is 
clearly coercion. The legislature may 
make such action punishable crimi
nally, as extortion or otherwise. And 
it may subject to punishment, him 
who uses the power to influence in
cident to his ofñce in a union to or
der the strike. Neither the Common 
I..aw nor the Fourteenth amendment 
confers the absolute right to strike.”

When Mr. Brandéis was elevated 
to the bench of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, the radical 
unionists hailed him as another Dan
iel.

I The electric light has Just passed 
its forty-second birthday. Think of 
it! Forty-seven years ago there were 

.no elctric lights. Thomas Edison’s 
first lamps were not much like the 
Edison Mazda of today.

I For many years the c-lectric light 
was enjoyed by but a few; it was 
too expensive for the mases. Today 
it is the cheapest kind of light. It’s 

|cust is so insignificant in the family 
budget that it is hardly considered.

From nothing to over seven and 
one half billion dollars invested, is 
the record of less than half a cen
tury of electric development. Single 
plants are now built in the East, 
Middle West and on the Pacific 
Coast which develop hundreds of 
thousands of horsepower. To shut 
o ff electric lights today would jeop
ardize health and destroy commercial 

J activity in the nation. Mr. Edison, 
^at 84, has taken part in the growth 
of an industry from the beginning as 
probably no other man has ever been 

'privileged o do. ,

Notice of Stockholders .Meeting

i Notice is hereby given that a meet- 
I ing of the Stockholders of The 
Farmers State Bank, Merkel, Texas 
will be held at the office of the bank 

 ̂in the city of Merkel, Texas, at 4 
o’clock January 11th, 1927 for the 
purpose of electing a Board of Di
rectors for the ensueing year and 
such other business as may come be
fore the meeting.

R. O. ANDERSON, V. P.

.STRAYED— A black horse mule, 
bearing bretchen brand, about 15 
hands high. Left home about 60 
days ago. Please notify John Dav
idson, General Delivery, Abilene, 
Texas. 2tpd

Miss Eva Mae Johnson, who is at
tending Texas Womans College at 
Fort Worth is at home for the 
Christmas holidays with her parents, 
.Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Johnson, and 
many friends. Miss Johnson grad
uated from Merkel High School last 
year with honors, and we feel sure 
she will make a fine record in col
lege.

Full Set Teeth $17.50
No Better Plate Made at Any Price I 
22-k Gold used in all Crown and 

Bridge work at $4.50 and Up 
Gold Fillings $1.50 and Up.

I Cure Those Old Bad Gums.

natural

DR. HOUGHTON

Are You 
Toxic ?”

All Work Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

SOUTH SIDE DENTIST

lclsWell,Then,to Learn the Importance 
of Good Eliminatiotu

Fu n c t io n a l  inactivity of the
kidneys permits a retention of 

watte poisons in the blood. Symp
toms of this toxic condition are a 
dull, languid feeling, drowsy head
aches and. sometimes, toxic back
ache and dizziness. That the kidneys 
are not functioning as they should is 
often shown by scanty or burning 
passage of secretions. Many readers 
have learned the value of Doan’s 
Fill», stimulant diuretic to the kid
neys, in this condition. Users every
where endorse Domn't, Ask you» 
noighbort *

DOAN’S
Stutnelant Dtufetic to the KiJneye

116 1-2 Chestnut St. Abilene. ra«n-Miibura Co., ufs-ciwm.. Bufhio. N. Y.

WE WOULD 
BE INGRATES

Did we not at this joyous holiday 
season give expression of our apprecia
tion to what we believe to be the finest 
group of patrons it was ever the good 
fortune of any one to serve.

Words are inadequate to express 
our full appreciation so to make it more 
manifest we will endeavor to reveal it 
more fully to you through our dealings 
in 1927.

E. L. ASH SHOE SHOP

WE HOPE OLD SANTA 
CLAUS WILL NOT PASS 

A SINGLE HEARTH- 
STONE IN TOWN

—And that he will be sure to leave with 
our friends and patrons a generous por
tion of the things that add to comfort, 
peace and happiness.

CASH TAILOR SHOP
Willing To Drop It

A prisoner was in the dock on a 
serious charge of theft, and, the case 
having been presented to court by 
the prosecution counsel, he was or
dered to stand up.

“ Have you a lawyer?”  asked the 
magistrate.

“ No, sir.”
“ Do you want a lawyer to defend

your case, then?”
“ Not partickler, sir.”
“ Well, in these aircumstancM^ 

what do you propose to do about th* 
cMe?”  came the next query.

“ We-11-11,” answer the prisoner, 
yawning extravagantly, as if wearied 
by the whole performance, “ I’m will
in’ to drop the case far’s I’m con
cerned.”

n=

1
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The Passing Year
brings its finest cluster of pleasures 
to fruitage in the many mingled joys 
of that Christmastide.

That our many friends may gather 
from the passing hours the choicest 
sweets of the season is our sincere 
wish.

Please accept our sincere thanks 
for favors of the past.

May we serv̂ e you in 1927?

HI-WAY
SERVICE STATION
J. C. W'HITE and B. E. SMITH

LOST— Chain and lock for spare 
tire, in Merkel, laat Saturday. 
Please leave at Merkel Main office. 
Reward. Rev. C. C. Montadon. It

LOST— Left hand Buckskin glove, 
between Bitter Creek at Joe Doug
las’  and town. Will pay reward for 
return to Jaa. A. Patterson, Pr. Itp

( ^ l o s i n ^  ^ a l e
AT CARSON CASH! iommencing Tuesday, Dec. 21

«Í

1
iI.

I
L

& CARRY GROCERY I f losing Friday. December 31
THIS IS THE TIME FOR YOU TO BU Y YOUR GROCERIES AT A  BIG SAVING, j

------------------------------------------ C A R S O N  a  « O N ------------------------------------------- i
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OUT across the singing wires that weave 
a webb of pulsing power across the 

brown hills and tawny prairies of West 
Texas comes leaping tonight a radiance to 
light your fireside.

Would it be too much to hope that in 
the glow that illumines your hearth you 
may sense something of the warmth of 
friendship we, “ your electric light folks” 
feel for the thousands of friends we have 
been privileged to serve during the year 
now closing ?

Would it be too much to hope that 
those lights may carry something of the 
Christmas message of good will and good 
cheer we would like to send you ?

It has been a good year for most of us 
here in West Texas--a year crammed full 
of progress and achievement and jobs well 
done. Old friendships have ripened and 
grown sweeter and new friends have come 
still further to multiply our riches. And 
before us stands a new year, beckoning with 
new opportunities, eager with the promise * 
of new conquests to be made.

Well, it IS good to be a West Texan in 
West Texas when Christmas time rolls 
’round I Somehow the lights DO shine just
a little brighter; handclasps ARE a little 
stronger—

“God Bless Us, Everyone’*

^ \^ stle xa s  U t i l i t ie s  
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ChristMU IflMie 
to Pat**
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E icht Packs
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MERKEL
THE BEST TOWN 

IN WEST TEXAS
Strong language in that headline! 

Made all the stronger because by 
some psychological process we be
lieve it is true. Who would not live in 
any but the bent town in Texas or 
any other state? Providence has 
provided that our towns are good or 
bad according as we think them good 
or bad.

The editor of the Merkel Mail 
keeps his environment right by the 
right sort of thinking. We have the 
best business men it has been our 
privilege to meet. Our neighbors 
are neighborly and our friends are 
friendly.

Our town is organized to do things 
worth while— not for the benefit of 
a few—but that every citizen may 
reap his or her full share of any 
benefit derived from organized ef

among our advantages. 'O f course 
we need a few things—an extension 
of our water and sewerage systems 
—some paving—more awning, show 
window an<l street lights. The fact 
that we arc not self satisfied is a 
healthy symptom. Getting back to 
our headline— everything about us 
compels us to modestly admit that 
we are living in the best town in 
Texas.

There Is A Santa Claus
The old story that is never old! 

The story of Santa Claus!
Back in 1897, a little New York 

girl, Virginia O’Hanlon, wrote to the 
New York Sun. That new.spaper 
was then edited by Charles A. Dana. 
The reply to Virginia was written by 
Francis P. Church. Letter and re
ply tell the story. Here is the letter:

ment, except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with wEich childh(M>d
fills the world would be extinguish
ed.

“ Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys on 
Christmas eve to catch Santa Claus, 
but even if they did not see Santa 
Claus coming down, what would 
they prove? Nob<idy sees Santa 
Claus, but that is no sign that there 
is no Santa Claus. The most real 
things in the world are those that 
neither men nor children can see. 
Did you ever see fairies dancing on 
the lawn? Of course not, but that’s 
no proof they’re not there. Nobody 
can conceive or imagine all the won
ders there are unseen and unseeable 
in the world.

“ You tear apart the baby’s rattle 
and see what makes the noise inside, 
but there is a veil covering the un-‘ Dear Editor: I am 8 years old

* Some of my little friends .say there j sven world which not the strongest 
I is not a Santa Claus. Papa t^ayslnian nor the united strength of all 

fort. Besides this is Christma.s time, i“ If you see it in the Sun, its so.’ the strongest men that ever lived 
and. instead of allowing our minds ¡Please tell me the truth, is there a tan tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
to revert back to the good old anti-'Santa Claus?

PROI’OSED CHANGES A.S TO 
FASHION

Turkey abolished the fez with a 
wave of the hand, almost. But the 
yashmak is different. An>'thing is 
different when it involves ordering 
women o f any race to change their 
costume because a man said so. The 
fun of wearing a yashmak is negli
gible. For the yashmak is an ingen
ious arrangement for permitting a 
woman to expose only her eyes, and, 
under some of the stricter customs 
of Mohammedan lands, a woman ap- 
|M.-aring outside her home is expected 
to cover even her eyes with a viel 
so thick that clear vision is restrict
ed to an area about her own feet. 
Young Turkey is for abolishing the 
viel. But it is afraid to pass a 
wholesale law ordering the banishing 
of the custom. Instead, districts are 
experimenting with it.

Meanwhile shoe manufacturers in 
the United States, so the Worcester 
(Mass.) Telegram hears, plan to 
bring out a shoe for the well-dressed 
man—and the shoe is to have heels

MARRIED
4*n Sunday afternoon, December 

5th at o’clock Miss Blanche
Randolph was married to Mr. Jake 
Goolsby by Elder J. J. Edwards, pas
tor of Elbethel Church.

A host o f friends and relatives 
witnessed the ceremony, which was 
held at the home of the bride’s par
ents.

Miss Gladys Newton of Abilene 
was bridesmaid wdth Mr. Lonnie 
Blair as best man.

They will make their home at 
2465 Pine street Abilene.—A Friend.

Color In Salmon
The color o f canned salmon indi

cates the variety rather than the 
quality. There are several kinds of 
salmon and these vary in color after 
canning from a bright hed to almost 
white.

DON’T CRITICISE IT; 
READ IT

Don’t criticise the Christmaa niuK> 
bers of the papers that come to year 
home, and among other faults, da- 
dare that they are all ada. A holi
day number is supposed to cuntafa 
a large amount of advertisiag^ 
that’s what a holiday number is for 
— to feature things for the holiday 
trade, and to bring out the Chriah- 
mas spirit.

The Merkel business men hava 
not only tried to help you make yoar 
holiday shopping easy for you, bat 
in this issue of the Mail, they era 

lexpressing their thanks to you and 
their best wishes for a Merry Christ
mas and a Happy New Year. So 
read this issue carefully and see i f  
it doesn’t reflect the true Christinaa 
spirit.

eighteenth amendment days when 
Tom and Jerry were our holiday 
guests and furnished the inspiration 
for most of ou.' amusement—here in 
Merkel we have but to turn a faucit

poetry, love, romance, can push a s i d e  two and one-half inches high. The 
I that curtain and view and picture | Telegram is inclined to sputter a bitVirginia O’ llanlon.

“ 116 W. l)5th Street.’ ’ supernal beauty and glory be-¡»«out it. It doesn’t believe it can be
Here is the reply: yond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, ¡done. Still, it isn’t any more impos-
“ Virginia, your friends are wrong. all the world there is nothing elsejslblf than the big-legged trousers 

They have been affected by the real and abiding, 'which flap to the brt'cze on practi-
—and lo! not light wines nor beer .skepticism of a skeptical age. They' “ -Vo Santa Claus! Thank God he'cal!y every American campus. Knee 
— nor even the heavier drink.s com e'do nto believe except they st‘e. They lives, and he live.s forever. A thous-,breeches, silk stockings and red- 
forth, but the purest of sparkling ¡believe that nothing can be which is and years from now, Virginia, ten Aceled pumps o f . an elder day may 
water found no where el.se in this not comprehensible to their little times ten thousand years from now, come back for the youth of our own 
part of the sUte. It refreshes you ¡minds. All mind.s. Virginia, whether he will continue to make glad the time. There is no Uilir.g what may

.MARRIED

L. V. Thornton and

I be next.
I Between high httls for American
mer and bare faces for Turkish 

¡women theii is, inThaps, more than 
.Miss Mildred a thread of connection. The icnden- 

.McKa.\, both of the Blair commun- c> to conformity is found amohg all

when you drink it, and cleanses vou 'they be men’s or children’s, are little, heart of childhood.’ ’— E.xchnr.gc.
when you bathe in it. It is a won- In this great universe of ours man ' --------------------------
derful thing to be able to quench , is a mere insect, an ant in his intel- 
your thrist without having to call a lect, a.s compared with the boundless 
doctor to re-line your alimentary world about him, as measured by the 
canal, and to take a bath and not be , intelligence capable of grasping the 
compelled to tip the porter for ¡whole of truth and knowledge. ity were married at 2 o’clock p. m. people and under all conditions.— The
brushing you with a whist broom. “ Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa December 19th by Judge W. W. Dallas News.
And then we are well policed. We Claus. He exists as certainly as love Wheeler at his residence in th city, —
knock on wood as we write it, but,and generosity and devotion exist, in the presence of a few friends to More Forests Needed
have you heard of any robberies jand you know that they abound and the contracting parties. | Fifty million acres of forest land
here? Great town this! Near give your life its highest beauty and i Mr. Thornton is agent for the!*^®^**? ^  acquired by the States,
enough to have full advantage o f 'jo y . Alas! how dreary would be.the Santa Fe railway at Blair, w h i l e t . ^ t h e i r  ^resenTVoVdi^ngs” of 11* 
Abilene’s great colleges and univer-1 world if there were no Santa Claus. Miss McKay is the charming daugh- 
sity with as good public school, as ' It would be as dreary as if there ter of Mr. and Mrs. J. N. McKay of 
there is in the state right amongst were no Virginias. There would be the Blair community. They will re
us. A good sewerage system and a ,no childish faith then, no noetry, no side at Blair, 
man who spends his time keeping romance to make tolerable this ex-1

L- ___  ^  _IJ 1.  ̂_____ A*.

present holdings 
million acres, says W. B. Greeley, 

I Chief Forester, United States De- 
I partment of Agriculture, and the 
Federal Government should add 8 or 
10 million acres to its present forest

our streets clean are to be listed I ¡stance. We should have no enjoy- Newspaper bargain days are here.'^rea of 89 million acres.

NOT OUT OF 
CUSTOM
—But out of the fullness of grateful 
appreciation we wish you—

C h ristm as
Happiness

AND THE

New Year’s Best

OUALITY BAKERY
-nr-

Our CKristmas WisKes

If we were to be asked what is our particular Christmas wish for each of our many friends we could 

not answer in each case until we knew the secret needs and desires of each several heart.

But having learned the one or more good things desired by each it would then be easy for us to tell 

our wish. We should want the most cherished craving of your heart realized and made full at this most 

merry and gladsome of all the seasons of the year.

And so, since we are not able to learn in detail the private desires and longing of each, we are wishing 

now, as our permanent policy of good will constrains us always to do, that this happy and festive season shall 

find the choicest of your dreams realized among the smiles and friendly voices of your friends.

M A X  M E L L I N Q E
5?!

-V -I
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OLD FASHION’ MERRIE XMAS

HANG UP YOUR

—And if Jolly Saint Nicholas carries out instructions 

he will till it to the top with Christmas joys—smiles 

and happy grreetinRs of friends and other loved ones; 

laughter of merry children enjoying their new toys; 

old ties strengthened and new ties formed; and any

thing- and everything- that you might especially desire 

to make your Christmas the gladdest one yet.

JONES DRY GOODS

HAPPY PKOSPKROrS NKW YEAR

%

CRANNY GILLMORE^S 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

N ■
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|XJ*AXNY (UI LMOUE lived close 
to tlie little town of Tower. Stie 
was ulitxi«.! eighty, Out wa« Ktlll 

able to j;et nroutxl pretty »vll. .Many 
revenses had coiae to Omuny In ber 
(lay, but tiitvuali all o f t.'̂ eni she bud 
Dianased to keep a cbeiTi''il, smiling 
face, and back of that a c!iet*rful 
heart, tin). Sl>e owned a amali farm 
near town and manaip'd to get from 
It enou;;h of the ue<.es.sUlea of life, but 
few of Its Disurles. Hut Orunriy tJlll- 
more was not the tyi*© who set much 
store on luxuries.

Her granddaughter, Margaret, lived 
with her, the only one left to her now. 
ilargaret was much like her grand
mother In looks and niauner. Site bad 
her romantic turn of mind. t(M>, and 
loved to listen to the old woman as 
fibe told of her girlhood and how she 
was wooed and v,-on by Grandfather 
Glllmore.

It wa.s only when rbrlstnjaa came 
that Granny Glllmore wished that she 
had more o f the material things of 
life. She would ao like to give freely, 
generously, largely, as she had done 
In the long agc> wlien things were dif
ferent with her. Every (.'hristniaB, 
however, she-dld give something. SLx 
lovely plump chickens that were raised 
on the little farm went to the neediest 
families In town. And .she made it a 
point, no matter how cold the weather, 
to drive In with Margaret and deliver 
them personally. And In each home. 
In addition to the gift site brought 
she left some of the love and cheer 
that was In her heart

Now. she and Margaret had deliv
ered the packag»»s. made the few pur
chases they needed And were making 
ready for the homeward Journey. Then 
fate stepisM In to ‘ change things a 
bit. Granny sllpjied as she was step
ping Into the old-fashlone«l hugg.v. 
Margaret plcktsl her up. frightoneij 
beyond measure. Gr.inny insisted that 
she was not hurt, but MargartH would 
have It that tlH*y must see the <loctor 
iH'fore leaving town. Still Insisting 
that six- waji not hurt. Gnmny allowed 
herself to lx- lei| ther»>. lAoctor Stuart 
was away, hut his ussl.stunt. Doctor 
.Yndrews. examined tlrnnny very care
fully. Hut he could find no Injury—It 
was just ns Granny tiad said—t»ot a 
hit of harm done.

However, the visit to Doctor .An
drews turned out to l»e n rather long 
one. fioctor .Andrews seemed to he 
mor»> than Interested In fJrnnny. He 
had be«>n hearing ahout her during the 
two years he had s]>ent at Tower and 
his heart went out to the sweet, gen
tle-faced old woman. Hut later events 
proved that It went out more com
pletely to her pretty young gnind- 
daughter, for when the following 
rhrlstmns came Granny was prejiar- 
Ing fowl.H for a big weildlng feast.— 
Katherine EdeHnun.

NOT FOR 
THE SIZE

—Nor for the language, but for the 
sincerity of its purpose we ask you to 
aci^ept—

OUR WISH
—That this will be a happy Christmas 
and that 1927 will be a good year for
.you. •• .'f

McDonald  &  higdins
BARBER SHOP

PEACE HEALTH
T
i1  YEAR’S BOOKS A CLOSED

—and as the accounting angel sums up the figures we trust that he is finding that the twelve months just 

pa.st have l)een very profitable and enjoyable ones for all our patrons.

As we look over our books and reflect upon the year’s business we are reminded of the fact that your 

patronage and friendship have been among factors in making the year a successful and pleasant one for us.

Therefore, as we all enter upon the enjoyment of the holiday season we take special pleasure in wishing 

you a most happy Christmas with all the joys and felicitations peculiar to the season, and with its passing 

we desire that success and satisfaction be written large upon your record for the New Year.

i . ; .

‘THE PLACE MOST PEOPLE TRADE.”

I ' Bragg Dry Goods Company
i .e-ì:

HAPPINESS PLENTY

« I

WE HAVEN’T FORGOT
—That you were our friend and patron 
through the year just closing, and that 
your patronage a'nd good will mans a lot 
to the succe.ss of business. And now 
that the Holidays are here we are wish
ing for you a very meriy Christmas in 
which all the elements of good cheer 
will combine to make you happy, and a 
New Year in which each coming day 
will add a ne measure to your store of 
joy.

HOLLOWAY’S G.AFE
P. S.—We will soon open again at

the same old stand.

V
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The Rom ance
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the Unknown
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The Romance of the Unknown is now before us in the form of a New

Year, whose secrets cannot be guessed and whose manipulations of
«

human affairs may bring us much surprise, and we hope, much joy.

In the untried paths of the New Year each of us perhaps will find 

adventures which we little expected to encounter, and some of us will 

stumble upon good fortune and new undertaking, and it is the 

our happiness.

But this much is certain, the old and tried friends are always good to 

take along when embarking upon a ned undertaking, and it is the 

boast of this business that we are always making and keeping new 

friends, because \ve never fail our old ones.

And we shall count it a sign of good fortune if we are permitted to 

assist you in achieving that prosperity and contentment which we wish

you and yours for 1927.
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OLD FATHER TIME
B A

IS l)UA\VIN(; THK 

a  KTAIN BACK 

ON A NKW 

YKAR

—And we hope it will be a crood year 

for one and all. Especially do we feel 

an interest in the ]ieople who have 

shown an interest in this business. 

Whether it was i)atronage or a kind 

word six)ken in our behalf, we want to 

thank you sincerely.
We are looking- to 1927 with renewed 

energy and a bigger program of service 

and values. ’f. 7 ’
Let us count you in as one of our 

big family of “ the satisfied.“

stop I'layitiK Holitics 
Muscle ShouLs

With

SCHINDLER’S 
VARIETY STORE

Ten yeara a^o, oa a national de
fense measure, Cunifress started a 
development at Muscle Shoals to pro- 
due nitrates for jHjwder and fertili- 
rer. The war ended and there sUkhIA 
Muscle Shoals, the nitrate plants 
practically complete, but wurk on the 
jK)wer dam only about a third com
plete. To date this projwt repre
sents an expenditure of about $150,- 

iOOO.OOO of public funds.
I N’othinif could better illustrate the 
bliifhtintr effect of politics in busi
ness than the years of failure by 
Congress since the war ended, to 

I some disposition of Muscle Shoals, 
genehcial to the public.

There stands this great property, 
a potential producer of nitrate.-» for 
fariTurs and power for industries. 
Our Federal laws provide the metho<l 
for leasing such government proper
ty for useful purposes. In spite of 
the fact that the leasing procedure 
is clear and specific and duly pro
tects the public interest, eight years’ 
time have been wasted playing poli
tics with Muscle Shoals.

Finally after considering its dis
position from every angle. Congress, 
in .March, 192fi, on tre recommenda
tion of President Coolidge, created 
a joint Congressional committee to 
negotiate a proper lease on this pro
perty for the production of nitrates 
and other fertilizer ingredients pri- 

I marily, and for power purposes—
' the power to be equitably distribut
ed between the communities and 
states to which it may be properly 
transported. .After exhaustive hear
ings, bids were calld for, based on 
the terms s|>ecirted by the Commit
tee. From the bids submitted, the 
Committe-e has recommended accep
tance of the offer n>ade by a group 

I of public utility p<iwer companies 
operating in eight states of the 
Southern states. It now remains for 
the House and Senate to authorize 
the Secretary of War to execute a 

'contract on behalf of th I'nited 
Slates tiovernment.

Therefore, the present Congress 
has the opportunity to finally settle 
 ̂this problem on terms that conform 
j to the requirements made by Con- 
' gress, insuring operation of the 
plants for the purposes for which 
they were constructed, and payment 
to the government of a large annual 
ca.->h hental. If the propose«! legis- 

: lature fails of passage at this ses
sion of Congress, the question will 
again be deferred for perhaps anoth- 

I er two years or more, bfore new leg-

Holly Berries

and Bright

Candles Help

—But they do not make Christmas. It takes the spirit 

of spontaneous j^ood will, the presence of friends and 

the hearty cheer of the well prepared dinner along- 

with the other joys of the season to make a real Christ

mas. And a real Christmas is what we wish to all our 

friends and customers—such a Christmas as will linger 

long with pleasure in the recesses of memory, to cheer 

you on through the new year.

KING DAVIDS CAFE
MERKEL, TEXAS

PHONE 11 .39 ELM STREET

1

îlmi

TheTaleof1926 
Is About Told

To us it has been in the main a veiy 
pleasant one. Our business has been satis
factory, the number of our friends has been 
enlarged and we feel that we have served a 
useful purpose in the world.

And now as we all begin to prepare for 
the story of the New Year with its sorrows 
and joys, its shadows and bright lights, we 
take advantage of this happy holiday season' 
to wish in advance that what the New Year 
has to tell you will be words of Success, mes
sages of Friendship and Good Will, and that 
the last chapter will leave you enjoying a 
full measure of Happiness.

islation can be considered and acted 
jon by Congress. In the meantime, 
the promise of fertilizer assistance 
to agriculture and the diffusion of 
surplus power to industries through
out the South will be unredeemed, 
and the benefit from the investment 
of $150,000,000 of public funds will 
be denied to theh public.

By magnifying its importance, for 
political effet, .Muscle Shoals has 
been given an apparent publicb value 
out of all proportion of its relative 
importance and the time Congress 
has wasted on it to the exclusion of 
more pressing matters.

rijfht To .\holish Smoke

T h ' '•.•orkl’ ' first coni|)etition to 
abo i h th? rr.ioke nuisance has been 
am u n ced  in France. New fuels, 
r?'.v methods of burning existing 
luels, and chemicals, mechanical, and 
electrical means of doing away with 
atmospheric po'.kit’on are all eli
gible.

Engineer.-! ‘.he L’ nit-x] States, as 
well a.s in England, Germany and 
France, are fighting the smoke evil 
on grounds of economy. It is esti
mated that the use of ga.s and coke, 
the two leading smokeless fuels, in
stead of raw coal, would result in the 
saving of hundreds of millions of 
dollars yearly in the world’s large 
cities.

Every ton of coal burned raw, ac
cording to the fuels divisions of the 
American Society of Mechanical En
gineers, wastes by-products worth 
$7, and property damage due to 
smoke and toot in American cities 
has been put at S7.66 par capita each 
year.

MAY THIS

Foreign Trade Increases
The following facts presented by 

Or. Julius Klein. Director, Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
are convincing evidence that a rea
sonable protective tariff policy, which 
is enabling our citizens to maintain a 
higher standard of living, and pro
moting continued activity and proa- 
perity of the nation’s business, has 
not destroyed our foreign trade: 

“ Our total foreign sales in 1926-26 
were 120 ucr cent greater in value 
than the average from 1910 to 1914. 
After allowing fur the lower buying 
power of money, they were approxi
mately 60 per cent greater in quan
tity than before the war. In the 
past five years the quantity increase 
has been about 26 per cent Imports 
show even more marked gain both 
as compared with fca^ Ng levels and 
as compared with tm  W  fiv* years 
ago.**

-z— w e—  M  II 1 ^ 1  I B,

C h r i s t m a s

BE TO YOU ONE FILLED
WITH EVERY HAPPI

NESS AND JOY
During 1926 it has been a pleasure to 

us to serve you and if it is. within our 

power we want to help make—

1927 A PROSPEROUS, HAPPY YEAR

FOR YOU

Accept, if you please, our thanks for 

each favor of the past, and may we hope 

for its continuance.

BURTON-LINGO CO.
PHONE 74. MERKEL, TEXAS
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Write
it27JJ

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION TO 
NON-RESIDENT AND UN- 

KNOWN OWNERS

—And every time you write it “27” 

let it remind you of our good 

wishes for you and yours during 

“27” and of our earnest desire to 

continue to serve you during “27.”

May you have “27” different 

kinds of new joys you have never 

known before.

Write it “27” and think of—

MERKEL DRUG CO.

.'CJT ; 2/7'7Cî::C if;.:223.r'^«T»' ^^3 ' ~Ct.

THE STATE OF TEXAS, 
County of Taylor.

WHEREA.S, THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, Through it« County Attor
ney, did, on the* 3rd day of December 
A. D. 1026, file in the District Court 
of Taylor County, in the State of 
Texas, it* petition in Suit No. 815-T 
on the Civil Docket of said Court, 
being suit brought by the said THE 
STATE OF TEXAS, as Plaintiff 
against Mrs. Ada Johnson (widow), 
H. A. Carpenter and Mrs. H. A. Car
penter, Joe Nobles and Mrs. Joe 
Nobles, C liff Sherman and Mrs. 
Cliff Sherman, whose residences are 

¡unknown to affiant and after dili- 
¡gent inquiry cannot be ascertained 
and that G. D. Nobles and Mrs. G. 
D. Nobles and J. F. Jordon and Mrs.
J F Jordon are non-resident.s of this 
state, as defendants and the nature of 
the Plaintiff’s demand as stated in the | 
said petition being an action to re- | 
cover of the Defendants as the own-1 
er of the lands returned delinquent | 
for the taxes due thereon for the | 
years 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, j
1924, and 1925; and, whereas, the 
said owners non-resident of the 
State (or the name of said owner 
unknown), and upon the affidavit of 
Frank E. Smith County Attorney 
having been made, setting forth that 
said two owners are non-residents of 
the State of Texas and residents of 
others are unknown to affiant, as the 
Attorney for the State of Texas, and 
after inquiry, cannot be ascertained.)

THE FOLLOWING NOTICE IS, 
THEREFORE, To cite all intereeted 
parties and to make parties De
fendant by notice in the name of 
THE STATE OF TEXAS, and the 
County of Taylor, directed to all per
sons owning or being in any way in- 
tereste<l in the lands therein de
scribed delinquent to the State and 
County for taxes, and to be pub
lished in a newspaper in said County, 
one time a week for three consecu
tive weeks, in the manner and style 
following:—

THE STATE OF TEXAS AND 
THE COUNTY OF Taylor to Mrs. 
.Ada Johnson (widow), H. .A. Car
penter and Mrs. H. A. Carpenter, 
and Joe Nobles and Mrs. Joe‘ Nobles, 
Cliff Sherman and Mrs. Cliff Sher
man whose residence are unknown,

I and G. D. Nobles and Mrs. G. D.
I Nobles, and J. F. Jordon and Mrs. J. 
F. Jordon who are non-residents of 
the State and W. D. Hutcheson and 

I Mrs. W. D. Hutcheson who reside in

WE WOULD NOT 
RISK A CHRISTMAS

CARD
-For fear some one may be overlooked in the rush of 
the Holiday sea.son, so vve have reserved this space

to broadcast our—

—To all who have favored this business in any way
during the year past.

We feel very grateful for the patronage we received 
during 1926 and will strive earnestly in 1927 to make 
our service and our prices the most attractive in

our line in the city.

W. F. GOLLADAY
Local Agent for 

GULF REFINING CO.

IZg:<3f3eSg2IZ2ZJ3t31«jeJtf221^

Friendship

And now since Friendship with 

its priceless joys is one of the essential 

ingredients of Christmas and'Christmas
I

cheer we are not going even to taste 

the long-waited sweets of the season 

without first having' sent out this wish 

to all our friends that the Goddess of 

Goodness will empty everything enjoy

able into their laps.

HAPPY NEW YEAR, TOOI

Barrow Furniture Company
Phone 239

Taylor County, Texas, who are the 
heirs and only heirs of P. Nobles 
and Mrs. P. Nobles and to all per
sons owning or having or claiming 
any interest in the following de
scribed land delinquent to the State 
of Texa.s and County of Taylor for 
taxes, to-wit: Lot* 13 to 16; Lots 13, 
14, 15 and 16 and Block No. 15, Col
lege addition to the city of Merkel, 
Taylor County, Texas which said 
land is delinquent for taxes for the 
following amounts: $78.76 for State 
taxes, and County for County taxes, 
and you are hereby notified that suit 
has been brought by the State for the 
collection of said taxes and you are 
commanded to appear and defend 
such suit at the January Term of 
the District Court of Taylor County, 
and State of Texa.s, being the next 
regular term thereof to be held at 
the Court House thereof, at .Abilene, 
on the 3rd day of January 1927 and 
show cause why judgment shall not 
be rendered conaemning said land 
(or lots), and ordering sale and fore
closure thereof for said taxes and 
costs of suit.

WITNESS MY HAND AND OF
FICIAL SEAL At my offiice in Abi
lene, Texas, this 3rd day of De
cember A. D. 1926.

J. K. FULLER.
District Clerk. Taylor County, Texas.

10t3

WE CANT L'ORGPT

OUR OLD FRIENDS
A M ) VVE WON’T FORGET OUR

NEW FRIENDS
—But to old friends, tried and true and 

to the welcome new friends, we send

our—

KEEPING CHRISTMAS
There is a better thing than the 

observance of Christmas Day, and 
that is, keeping Christmas. Are 
you willing to forget what you have 
done for other people, and to remem
ber what other people have done for 
you; to ignore what the world owes 
you, and to think what you owe the 
world; to put your rights in the 
background, and your duties in the 
middle distance, and your chances to 
do a little more than your duty in 
the foreground; to see that your 
fellowmen are just as real as you 
are, and try to look behind their 
faces to their hearts, hungry for 
joy ; to own that probably the only 
good reason for your existence is not 
what you are going to get out of 
life, but what you are going to give 
to life; to close your book of com
plaints against the management of 
the universe and look around for a 
place where you can sow a few 
seeds of happiness— arc you willing 
to do these things even for a day? 
Then you can keep Christmas.— 
Henry Van Dyke.

Greetings
—For a happy Yuletide and a New Year, 

during which you may find contentment 

and prosperity in the endeavors you 

most enjoy.

BAKER & WHEELER 
MARKET

Newspaper bargain days are here.



teT*'"----7,3»',

■ :  - THE MERKEL MAIL

Our yoar of business and pleasure in Merkel 
has about come to a close. \Ve are well pleased 
with the business of the year; we are gratified 
over the friendship and good will of our many 
patrons, and now—

WE ARE READY TO LIGHT 
THE CANDLES OF 1927

—By renewing our obligations to serve you one 
and all for another twelve months to the very 
best of our ability; letting nothing remain un
done that we reasonably may do to accomodate 
our friends.

We Begin by Wishing Every One of You—

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

DR. H. P. HULSEY
CHIROPRACTOR 

Phone 51.
After first of the year office will be in office now 

occupied by Dr. W. M. Gambill.

Tkm Lonely Old Lcuî e
Chrietmtu Valentine

lonely old lady u t  In the 
tMlIlght as the evening star 
looked in tlimugli the window 

uiid wonilcred why she seemed «o sad. 
The Htur was hrlyhl enough that Christ
mas Cvo to guide anyone to gladness, 
but she who sat there did not ai>i»ear 
to Lnow It. Th»*re were yet a few 
sparks nmid the aslu-a of the hearth 
tin*, anil wnrm'h had not wholly de
ported fniiii the r<KUu; there were 
l oint,-. of liirht In the mare of mem
ories that kept the past alive, and at 
heart the silent thinker was not ctihl; 
hut darkness was creeping over soli
tude. itnl time was registering age. 
Q̂ d the old liuly was lonely.

i l'•■re was a picture on the wall 
of one wlio hud he»>n the strength and 
Joj «It earlier dnya, but years had 
passed over his grave in a distant 
land.

There were other pictures looking 
down upon her with young an«l happy 
fa«vs, hut they were pictures of chil
dren who hud blessBd other homes, 
placed alMiut to keep company with 
her «Ireain children, and reminding her 
now again that she had none.

So the star might have known that 
there was reason for pensiveness as 
it trle«l to |>enetrate the gathering 
gloom and tlie mystery. But whetlter 
It learned the secret or not. It wlt- 
nessiKl as It w-utched, a light in the dim 
room. For she had taken from a port
folio lier most pre«-lous possession, and 
she was smiling upon it  It was an 
old valentine, the last that she had 
received from him who had never re- 
turiie*!. It was Inscribed "To My 
Valentine.” Upon It eat Cupid. In a 
wreath of forget-me-nots, holding a 
high pyramid of large roses over a 
large, circular spider web, with two 
hearts entangled in it!

The star n»ust have recognized that 
it was shining upon the denthlessness 
of love, and helping It to share the 
Christmas fellowship and cheer.— 
Chrlstoj.her G. Hazard.

UnloA.»

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

AND

A HAPPY

NEW YEAR
TO OUR

FRIENDS AND 
PATRONS

7*

« 4 •

<4̂
Singing Christmaa Carol»

Christmas carols will, of course, add 
beauty to the holiday season. Also 
they will bring about on Increase la 
communal singing.

Flower» for ChrUtma»
When flowers are at a premium, 

why not give a few bulbs or a potted 
plant as a Christmas present to U>e 
woman who likes floweniT

Children and Chrutma»
It is g<x>d to be children sometimes, 

and never better than at Christmas, 
when its mighty Founder was a child 
Blmself.—Dickeoa.
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BOB MARTIN 
GROCERY CO.

PHONE 80. I
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Old Acquaintances
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s We do not forget our many friends and patrons

T
with w’hom ŵ e have had so many pleasant trans-- Y

1 actions during the year past,-but the memory of our EM happy associations is one of the things which makes ,

A our own Christmas brighter all the while. We are AA wishing for you a cup of joy brimming over with good

s things for the holiday season, and throughout 1927. R

Hamilton Case Grocery

r» In

N.. *
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CAROL
—Would be a song- of gratitude for the blessings of 

the year, the joys of Christmas and the kindness 

and confidence of our many friends.

May your Christmas holidays be as merry and 

as full of hearty Christmas cheer as is the gladest 

and best of Christmas songs.

Liberty Hardware 
Company

THE MERKEL MAIL
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CHRISTMAS TIME

ill

Y ’ ESTKRDAY we put away 
Sé * the ball» an<l tlnxel; we 
^  robbed our tree of its ado'rn- 

ment and i?ft a mute witcesa 
^  of many a happy occaatoo.

Tcxlay another tree la deco- j'| 
rnte«l. We Inhale a holm from 

^  Ita bruised brnricher and feast Jj* 
y  on a t>eauty o f Hue and color,
J  Rut tomorrow—
|H Tomorrow never cornea. It 
<o never coiueti to those wlio live 
y  and love Chrlstniaa It la al- l2 
^  wa.va today !
(il Yesterday Is hut a memory.
y  Today Is only the ereat arena 
*  o f action. If!
V Rut tomorrow— ),}
^  Tomorrow U anticipation and j1
^  dream. We j,'et our Inspiration ':j 
S  from tla- love and achievementa ¡i* 
X of yesterday; we gather our á 
^  courage from the successes and

.sacrlficea of toflay; and we build 
ja >ur hopes ujwn our rarest and !j
V  chosen dreams for tomorrow. •!
In Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow. t,J
* Every day is t.’hrlstmas if the 

heart Is warm with good-will to ^  
our fellows. Tens of thousands It 
o f happ.v voices may repeat the •> 
songs of the angels, but the 

J1 tiotei will fall upon deaf ears *'( 
unless the heart 1s pror>erly at- It 
tuned.—W. D. Fennypacker. ^
( S .  1* 1«. W e tte r«  N ew sp ap er U a lo a .)  f j

Christmaa Time
It I* the Chrl.stmaa time.

And up and down 'tw ist  heaven and 
earth

In slorlous grief  and solemn mirth. 
The shining angels climb.

— I>lnah Marla Mulock.

A f  C h r ia tm a a t id e
At Chriatmaatide the open hand 
Scatters It.a bounty o'er sea and land. 
And none are left to grieve al> ne.
For love Is heaven and claims Its owr..

— Margaret E. Sangiter

What He Wanted

CHERRlt'i^

Bird : Vy, I wish Santa would tK'«g

’-Z îTSrZlZslZZl TZÍ ~

We would not forget to

THANK YOU TOO
—and tell you that in the days to come it 

is our hope and ambition to—

SERVE YOi: BETTER

THE CORNER GARAGE
F. c. McFa r l a n d , Prop.

PHONE 19.

USSNESS B u s i n e s s
so THE COMMERCIAL PROVERB HAS IT, BUT BUSINESS ALSO BECOMES A PLEASURE WHEN LEGITIM.ATELY CONDUCT

ED BY THOSE WHO LIKE THEIR W ORK .AND WHO HAVE PLEASANT PEOPLE WITH WHOM TO DEAL

,r»

It is in this fortunate set of circumstances that we find ourselves this glad Christmas time. Our first aim is to 

make our business a very useful part of the life of our city; we strive always to merit the approval of the 

highest moral judgment; and we know that we have one of the best possible patronages of any business 

firms in the country.
All these reasons combine to make us take a more than usual delight in wishing to you one and all the 

choicest joys of the Holidays and a generous portion of prosperity through the coming year.

SWANN GIN
tK

.K.;

íí^i
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Will Attempt To 
Change Marriaffe

Laws of Texas

—would bo the easiest sort of 
matter if iiood wishes were bulky 
and had weiirht.

For at this season of merry ex
changes of greetings and good 
will we are remembering each of 
our many friends and patrons 
with a hearty wish for his or her 
enjoyment of their chief bless
ings of the Holidays.

If Santa Claus had a way to de
liver to each of you the pleasures 
that we are wishing, his pack 
would be loaded to overflowing 
many times with the most price
less gifts your hearts would 
choose.

%

And they would last you thru- 
out all the New Year.

J. T.

I'rojressive Ifgislation with res- 
p«ct to mairiaffi- in Texas, as auK- 
Keated during the recent meeting in 
Fort Worth of the Texas Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associa
tion, will be proiK)sed to the Legis
lature by J. C. Duvall, representa- 

^tive from Tarrant county.
The bill a.s outlined by Mr. Duvall 

(Will raise the age.s of parties about 
to be married from 14 to 16 years 

jfor women and men, to 16 and 18 
'years, respectively. It will also 
make it necessary for the contracting 

^parties to undergo a physicial exami
nation by a physician appointed by 

'the county for that purpose, and 
any person found afflicted with a 

Ji I venereal disease would be denied a 
’j I lincen.se. .A further clause in the 

bill provide that the marriage li
cense will have to be obtained and 

' published ten days in advance of 
the marriage.

SCIENTISTS PLAN 
, TO BOMB MOON

Dry Goods and Groceries

BERLIN, Dec. 21.— An attempt 
to hit the moon with a bomb is the 
announced purpose of a newly 
foundi-'l astronomical society of 
which rtr. Franz Hoeff, noted Vien
nese a'ronomer, i.s one of the leading 
rnemb'.rs.

Disc'junting American plans for 
sl;ootir.ir a man i;p to the m;>on as a 
“ bit too fantastic.” Dr. IL)eff is 

¡quoted as saying the society will at
tempt next year to obtain virtually 

,the same scientific results with a 
light-bomb nx’kct weighing about 

'one ton. The moon rocket on which 
engineers and savans are now work
ing is designed to reach the moon in 
10 hours, propelled through space at 
the rate of a little more than .six 
miles a second by a series of powder 

I explosions within. When the rocket 
lands the impact is intended to ex
plode a huge chemical bomb, the 
zlaze of which is to be suffi'.nently 
brilliant to be observed from the 
earth.

IJvestwk Cooperatives
There are now between 4,000 and 

.5,1)00 coojierative livestock shipping 
associations in this country, accord
ing to the latest tigures of the 
United States Department of Agri
culture. This movement has develop
ed rapidly during the past 12 years, 
and must be recognized as a factor 
o f permanent and growing impor- 

S .ance in the marketing of livestock.

A
Meri7

Christmas
AND

A
Happy
New
Year

COULD WE SAY MORE IN A WHOLE

PAGE?

A. R. BOOTH
PHONE 27.

Compere News

THE CURTA Nh OF 
THE 

FUTURE
—Conceals from us the thing's 
which are to be; the past is with 
us mostly as a chain of memories; 
but the present is ours in which 
to live and do good.

Our relations with you in the 
past have been pleasant to us; 
and now at Christmas time we 
find ourselves wishing that you 
may enjoy the finest joys of the 
season; and as the curtain of the 
New Year rises to reveal its 
secrets, we hope that it will show 
you much prosperity and happi
ness. *

BROWN
DRY GOODS CO,

I Boss, IT year old son o f Mrs. Cal- 
ilie barter dropped dead near this 
place last U ednesday while employed 
by .di. Grady Bond to help dig a 
dirt tank.

It wa>̂  reported that while the 
! were at w ork they heard a noise 
and upon looking around saw the 
boy down on his hands and knees 
trying to rise. He was carried a 
few steps out of the tank but only 

■breathed twice. It was thought at 
first that he had been kicked by a 
mule. He was immediately carried 
to the home of Mr. George Stout 

I and a physician called but upon his 
¡arrival he pronounced the boy dead 
and in fact said he had been dead 
before he was carried to the house. 
A coroner returned a verdict of 
“ death by natural causes.”

He was kept at the home of Mr. 
I Stout until Thursday when the body 
was carried to the Canyon where 
the family resides and was laid to 
rest in the White Church cemetery.

He is survived by sevedal brothers 
and sisters and his widowed mother. 
—Correspondent.

Step-Ins For Men
In Spokane, Wash., in the he-men 

belt of the Great Northwest, an en- 
Iterprising storekeeper placed on dis- 
I play and sale a collection of silk and 
I near-silk step-ins for men. Instead 
I of getting mobbed by an indignant 
'male populace, the storekeeper actu
ally sold a dozen or more o f the 
garments at $6 apiece, and at last 
accounts he was enjoying a steady 
run on his stock.

Most of us he-men will curl uor 
Hips in scorn at this display of ef- 
jfeminacy. It will strike us as ex
tremely sissy for grown men to 
adopt a purely feminine article of 
underwear. We will see all sorts of 

: indications of the decline of Ameri
can manhood in this incident.

Vet it is no worse than a dozen 
other incidents of recent years. Cus
tom takes the stain out of many 

jhabits that were originally disgraae- 
.ful. For all we know, silk step-ins 
land slip-overa, whatever they may 
be, will be all the rage in a few 
weeks, and no man will be consider
ed well-dressed whose wardrobe does 
not contain half a dozen o f each.

Clothee do not make the man, 
thank goodnasa.— Abilene Reporter.

Newspaper bargain days art here.

Christmas Comes 
But Once a Year
However, we are mighty glad that it 

comes that often, for we believe that Christ

mas time when observed in the true Christ

mas spirit is a most useful season of the 
year, and we know that we always enjoy 
seeing our friends have a good time at this

period.

It seems right that one week of the year 
should be given over especially to the culti

vation of friendship, good will and innocent 

festive pleasures. May your Christmas be 

as merry and as lasting as you could desire, 

and the New Year filled with peace, health, 

happiness and plenty.

MERKEL LUMBER CO.
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G R E E T I N G S

Our Friends and We
HAVE DEALT TOGETHER DUR

ING 1926 WITH MUCH 
PLEASURE TO US. AND 

WE TRUST TO ALL
OF YOU i

et.

It has been our endeavor to make all of our relations with our customers 

so pleasant and profitable to them th at they will desire to count them

selves among our permanent friends.

And now while the merry Christmas bells are ringing out their notes 

of joy and while the blush of the New Year is in the East we tell you one 

and all that it is our sincere wish tha t this shall be the merriest Christmas 

you have ever known and that the N ew Year will unfold before yoU 

opportunities you have not knowm be fore for health, prosperity and gen

uine happiness.
■ • . 'ii

We are desirous of being just as serviceable in as many 

ways as possible to you through 1927. And we shall be dis

appointed if you do not call upon us many times for reasonable 

favors during the coming months, and we shall be only too 

glad to contribute as far as we are able to the continuous

happiness and prosperity which w’e are hoping will be yours
%

in the Neŵ  Year.

rM

West Company
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35 Years In Merkel
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We’ Satisfied
With You

Becauf 4? </ou—our patrons—have been generous and loyal to us. W e wish you 

to know we are thinking of you today and of 'U’̂ hat you have meant to this 

institution—

MAY THE SANTA CLAUS OF
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

GOOD CHEER BE WITH YOU

— during Christmas and each day of the New Year >—is the sincere wish of the

ra w  & Merchants Natianal Bank
Merkel, SINCE 1904


