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_ The message you have heard
from the very beginning is
this: we must Jove one

L «n'wllfn‘l». d
. 1 John 3:11 -
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lune Star Bas files for rate increase i area

Suhsi:rilition ‘Rate Increase ~ A

PUBLISHED - WEEKLY

Lone Star Gas Company’s local Ser= required to correct the utility’s revenue recoyer 85 per ¢ wl‘.l of Its increase in years, F r1 example, u‘ur average cost

vicé Representative,” Bill Harris, re- , deficiency. He explained that Lone Star W0 AVOrAge CaBt F GAS (ASLve & base }“d ¢ b“;"""d from 1:"_ cents per

p ' ' = cently, fila! an ap phcalmn for a rate « has, experienced inereased costs of ¢ of 7e ("wnt‘s/'.f:u—u. r»sx'lgn.u.sl'.fr.jj(‘u::.- ) lu-‘.j.s.m t'u »x" !ee(. in l.,: to $1.03
e to increasing mailing creased to $5.50.for Taylor increase -, to provide thé com X‘-”I) an operation ‘due to the cyrrent inflation, merciai Ge u‘--nra at the city gate, t{. une .l -‘1u‘ g.:‘ a 472 per cent
c¢osts effeéctive January °*|, *and adjoining counties and 8 per cent rate of'réturn, - o and .unrecovered costs of purciased I‘”..“.“‘ the 14 momhs ended Augest, ‘.,‘,',‘ .“f”_v' _h “ “r_.[ l“sl\',«,““m.h“m
1977 The Merkel. Mail sub= $6.2% for outside Tas lor and Harris said Lone Star’s distribution gas which substantially eroded utility 1976, L\)z..-‘ M‘fr had unrecovered gas )_4',‘;__1 illion in lf)fl 1.,”_:3.1. million
scription- rates will be In= adjoining counties, system serving Merkel earned a 5,29 eatrnings., costs of $14.2 million 5.;: gas de- n 197 .x '44' plvAx cent, ’..irns said,
p_ex cent rate of return im 1975, fair In June of last year, the Railroad livered at the city ;'-{tv for residen- l.hr' SN s 4';:ph(n tion would

u value rate base, and that $11.493 is Commission authorized Lone Star to "“'l ““d r“”"“””“'““'f’” ers. raise ‘,“" average T« sidential
‘These costs result from the rapidly customer’s bill about §1,14 per month,

hased on 8 Mcf
consumption,

rising gas prices during the last few {thousand cubic feet)

Livestock
deadline

s the deadline to
e1 the Merkel Livestock

SHOW

IrAE MAIL

By Carl Dingler

hould be sent to

%f all thuings, for a broom,

. got lost. along
grote them down and

Somehow: "y
.rut, i

get up

. For instance:

J.ul when 1t snm\s. Fi

Oh, there were such times when | made those staunch

yows to write that long planned novel, learn a foreign
lapguage, go on a 6-month vacation to South America,
successfully predict Super Bowl and World Series
chat ;xnx.-_ get dut of debt, be mwre organized with my
income, and do more chores aruund the house, :
®Now, thise were-all good intentions but somehow (he\ :

the way==along about five minutés after |
moved . m;
portant things’’‘such as the !uulball g4me on ty,

Too, 1'; ‘the vmlld S .worst almut \ovung to do helter-
anid ..reawr things dufing the coming ear. fof mankind,
md €0 hlla back ihto’ tm-

llmﬂgbts to ““more im-

This year it’s gmng to.be dmerem.
I vow’ to. help: more a'mmd mé huuse--un any d.n in

1' viw to.-let ‘my * wite, (mm.& (hv ty x\rngrams--excqpt

ame nm y

Dallas Cowboys all the way
if. they donh’t cause the blood pressure to rise too much

as they go about playing just good enough to win those
cliffhangers,
Have a great New Year,

to the Super Bowl=<that is

Bits of wisdom to.start the New Year:

Dale Carnegie said ““You can ‘make more friends in
two munths by becoming really interested in other people,.
thah- yoy ean ip' two ,ears by tl)mg to getu(her people
interested in you. o .

Mark Twain: “‘The man _with’ a4 new xdea xsacr.mk
unti] the idea succ eeda Py '
+ ANONy Mous ;' “lt 9 strange hua mch \()u ve got to know,

before you realize ow Jittle you know."’ .

‘Calvin Coolidge: . UNathing ‘it the wi rid ‘can’ uke the

‘place of  persistence. - Talent “will not;y -nothing ' is ‘more

common than unguccess{ul 'men with talent. _Gentus mlhmt- e

unrewarded. gentus. is.’almost a proverd. Edutation * will:
not. ‘thie world' is- full of educated derélicts, ' Persisténce

‘FOOD FOR NEEDY--Part
needy familiess The food and toys were distributed Tuesday and Wednesday by the Jaycees

of the food and toys collected by the Merkel Jaycees for the

citries
It'’s that time again, Time to make all those New I vow to walk to work to get some exercise and save Chester Collinsworth or
| vYear's resolutions which I know [ can keep-=-for a da) on fuel-=anytime the temperature reaches 110 degrees at Benny Melton at the Merkel
or two, anyway, 7 in the morning. Chamber of Commerce,
Now, I'm the world’s worst at willpower and l't‘(‘-tu§9 I vow to lose 25 pounds--as soon as pills completely he Livestock Show 1s Jan=-
of this reason any resolutions made at this time are replace food, uary 8 at noon,
transitory in nature, I vow not to put my mouth in motion before engaging Payton Scott of Rising Star
. Havervou ever done that the gears in my brain--unless my gears are stripped, 18 the judge. He is the son of
Like for instance the year | vowed to loose weight, I vow never to ride my wife’s stickhorse--unless it Mr. and Mrs, A. D. Scott
It worked well until lunch when we were still eating all snows 1n July and 1 have to sweep the floors. o Merke
those Christmas leftovers, Got off to % great start that I vow not to ride my motorcycle through mud puddles=-« Superintendant of each
year unless | have to walk to work on those 110-degree morn- class 1s George English and
ihen, the year 1 vowed I’d never smoke again, using  ings. dack Moore for swine; T. J.
January | as the incentive for a new beginning. That did I vow not to get upset when the cardiac Cowbovs do some= Netll and Tommy Swinney for
last three days until my wife and friends couldn’t put up thing stupid--unless they lose, lambs; and R. Lee Brownand
with my snarling disposition any longer and someone at I vow to take my wife out once a week for dinner--out Eddie Sandusky for beef
work suggested the, would even spring for the tobacco to the kitchen, that is, cattle,
if 1t would help my disposition, Finally, 1 vow to buy my wife a new TR6 if | should
Of course, there was the time | vowed to be a good boy break one of these resolutions,
ses, my resolutions go way back). Did pretty well until Ah, now that this chore is out of the way, can settle SChOO' menv
sister borrowed m; favorite stickhorse and used it, down with a big plate of blackeyed peas and enjoy the

MONDAY
Chilckeyfride steak
Cream gravy
W hipped potatoes
Green heans
Hot rolls
Pear halves:

* TUESDAY
Burritcs
Pinto beans .
Spanish rice * .
obbler

Pearh
W EDNESDAY

Beef and ¢heese pizza

Buttered mixed vegetables

Lettuce wedge

Choice of dressing

Tnytigne theres 4 sportiag event or a.western or a 1934 + who plan to llies

.abd determmauon alone gre Dmnip« )(‘ent

I'he $logan ‘Press .

make this]one of their annual projects. There were more than 24 fam

Ame jello with applesa
. movie !Int musé have hpou a \entage )ear because we - ' has® solved, and. always will solve, the problems of ml; »ed by the Jayc ees in thelr effort ln.inake Christmas a happier one, L J pplesauce
| ‘sed su many’ of thein . . the hum.m xa(e " : . 8- : . > o . g ¥
1076 was another growth Merkel’s Chamberof Com=  struction, Emma’'s Clothes Closet, Netta Stephan and Wayne Junior rodeo opens Thurs- School approves f{reezer City meets with Attorney
vear for Merkel with the ad= merce also had an active Greenhouse to grow coms= Noteburning ceremonies Webb presented Citizenship day. purchase, buys three lots, General over new educational
ditional opening of several year, sponsoring several mercial tomatoes. marked at First Baptist, Award, Individualized paving pro- Gold Star Girl--Kathryn authority,
new businesses to compli- civic projects and helping Ronnie Whisenhunt Eagle gram approved by City Irvin of Noodle Thames, Wade easy victors
ment Merkel’s continued push for the formation of a FEBRUARY rank in scouting. JUNE Council, Group seeks waterforarea in city,
growth, Merkel Higher Education Coach Jerry McLeod Carl Dingler new editor, Dion Wilkerson and Brad Mrs, Frankie Smith is south of Merkel. Council names seven to new
l( also has seen the plan-’ Authority in order to keep named to head athletic jptroduced. wade were honored as the artist-of-the-month. education board.
‘ for several new addi- Cisco Junior College and department at Merkel High, Incumbents retain seats on top boy and girl students of Steve Bland wins title of Melton heads college
tiong* or housing. higher education in Merkel, Mrs, Bernice Bagby I8 Council-School Board sees the Merkel Junioe High world’s Champion Cowboy In authority, Cisco offered 2«
» g:,“l enrollment con- City officials, meanwhile, artist-of-the-month. new blood, graduating class. the American Junior Rodeo OCTOBER year pact,
tinged to climb with more continue improvementsonthe Robert Harris named fire= Pat Neff is artist-of-the= Mrs. Jack Hogan is artist=  Association, VFW Listrict 8 meeting at- PTO gets funds for play-
than 00 new students en- water system and received man-of-the-year, month, of-the-month, CJC offers courses. tracts 300 to Merkel. ground equipment.

rolled and the approval of
additiond]l classroom space at
Tye ant the approval of a new
additiol to the Merkel Ele-
menta} School.

Mefel’s football team
undernew coach Jerry Mc=
* Leodalso had an outstanding
year its first in District

-Ay Winning seven games
whe losing three andfinish-
{néhird in district,

. was a good year for the
ers, although rain apd
early November freeze
aged to come along at
wrongtimeand hurt some,
d crops of grain and cot-
were reported,

In the way of progress the
N water supply system was
icially opened sparking
new interest in building along
FMI126 north of Merkel. Too,
plans were started to get a

ter supply system for the
area south of Merkel,

The Merkel Country Club
continued to improve facili

s, completing remodeling

ns and starting construc-

on tennis courts and its
nhouse project,

approval of an $81,300 grant
to go with the $30,400 grant
approved last year, in order
to complete water and sewer
lines in needed areas,

All in all, the Bicentennial
year proved productive for
the entire community as it
continues to prepare for the
anticipated growth of Merkel
and the area,

Here’s a month by month
look at the highlights of 1976,

JANUARY

Plans being made to attend
State Farmers Union Cone-
vention in Fort Worth,

CJC offers eight courses,

Mrs. Ruth Coxisartist-of-
month,

Judge Millett announces
resignation in March,

Merkel Home Furnishing
Center to open in February,

Rural water line under con=
struction near Merkel.

Gllene's sells factory
outlet,

Manufacturing plant to
build panelized homes in
Merkel,

Abilene Savings under con=

Betty Allday, Lambda Beta
Sweetheart-Queen of Hearts,

Don Hensley re-elected
president of Merkel Chamber
of Commerce,

Lee Presswood named
principal at Merkel High,

F & M Bank promotes
Smith, names Jones VP,

Farmers Union members
to Washington, D, C,

MARCH

Shannonside Aparts
ments ready for renting.

Betty Toombs is artist-of«
the-month,

Alpha Nu Nu Art Fair to
feature area artists,

Pastor John Curtis resigns
after 43 years,

Tri-City Miss Softball of
America re-organizes for
'76.

Two-dollar bill issue not an
April fool(to appearin April),

APRIL
Two Merkel businesses
stage grand opening--Merkel
Home Furnishing Center and

Riding Club begins new
season,

Smith family receives first
Family Service Award,

School Board declares
Whisenhunt’s seat vacant,

Taylor Electric’'s 35th
meeting.

Deborah White named Miss
Merkel.

Danny DuBose and Netta
Stephan presented the first
Gene Stuckey Award,

Bob Reed and Debi Wells
top Trent students,
MAY
Mr., Mrs., Mack Fisher

honored on Mack Fisher Day.

Whisenhunt sworn in, Cage
coach hired,

Mrs. Elizabeth Hicks is
artist-of-the-month,

Taylor Electric recelives
Safety Award,

Yearbook dedicated to
Mack Fisher,

Mike Magee, Netta Stephan
receive Outstanding Students
Award of Senior Class,

46 receive diplomas at
Merkel High School,

§ graduated from Trent,

Cowart new track coach,

Architects hired to make
survey of school building,

New business grows huge
tomatoes,

Abilene Savings officially
opens.

JULY

W. R. (Pinky) Cypert re~
ceives retirement dinner,

Mrs, Ann Doan is artiste
of=the=month,

Housing development for
Merkel revealed,

Surprise retirement party
honors Mary Outlaw,

Tye sixth grade moving to
Merkel.

New SUN
dedicated,

Toombs heads group on
ad valorum tax issue,

water system

AUGUST

Fisher resolution signed,

Initial School budget
$87,517.73 higher,

Brad Wade Eagle scout,

Trent accepts construction
bid for new gym and re-
modeling.

Steve Bland in junior rodeo
national finals,

School Board approves
cafeteria renovation,

SEPTEMBER

Welcome Exes to Merkel
High Homecoming festivities,

Water rates reclassified,
equality of payment cited,

Harold Bails is new owner
of Ninth Street Grocery,

School budget approved
with no tax increase,

Church leased for kinder-
garten,

Coming Home Queen June
Gregory, Mr. X George
English,

Thames to have opponent,

Miss Judy Diltz named
Homecoming Queen.

Construction issue hot
School Board topic.

Trent Homecoming starts
Friday,

Taylor Telephone holds an=
nual meeting.

Ex honored (Trent)-Anna
Bell Siegal Bright,

Homecoming honorees
(Trent)<Seniors Kenny
Nance and Joyce Chatervuart,

Band Sweetheart (Trent)--
Shirley Brenem,

School Board hires
architect to plan elementan)
addition, Tye to get two
renovated classrooms,

Pug and Leo's has grand
opening.

Tye costs approved, cafe-
teria to get roof,

First cotton--Kenny Hogan
harvested the first cotton in
Merkel when he turned in the
first bale September 4,

City gets $81,300 grant for
water project,

Blair Water
formed,

5=Classroom addition ap=-
proved for Elementary
School.

Radio Station sold to Kil-
leen businessmen,

Education board sought to
save college program,

District

NOVEMBER

Educational Authority
formed to keep higher educa~
tion in Merkel,

Dale Shugart, Tom Lush
domino champs,

Gorillas clinch district
title, Witherral zone op~
ponent,

DECEMBER

School Board to appeal
Governor’s tax evaluation,

Medical group honors Dr,
Sadler,

Merkel Art Association
sSponsors arts, crafts benefit,

Montgomery tot2adFarme-
ers Union,

Beula Jones Eason named
Noodle Homecoming Queen,

Lambda Beta, Todd Yaddow
firs* in Christmas parade,

Tom Carson heads first
Merkel Jaycees,

Smith, Shaw, Biera
team All-Instrict,

Blair Water District adopts
by laws with 162 members,

Abilene firm gets HU D con=
tract,

City employees get
Christmas bonus,

Bid opening set on new
elementary bullding.

Trent girls win second
basketball championship,

Livestock show set for
January 8,

Jaycees collect oys, food
items for needy,

first
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STOP -- every youngster needs your help

St

stel
goiel

1 and to exchange all the talk the with what ¥ nd *“if only.” Oh, If
: ) had missed over the holidays. there had been a little more time that
L o g ires She had gotten ug little earlier

P —————. .

mormng to hug the youngster and tell
andmothetr this first day back at school and had

3 : gt er gt L. ‘ ROV & ‘ her how much she was loved, Of how

e chige : ocly ) ‘ ' ‘ to show beei excited-=too excited to eat break= much she meant to evervone, It's too
o — iress t er f te ist, She certainly didn’t want to miss late now

the schoolbus. She barely said goodoy And, the parent who falled to heed

he nother and her daddy had al- the state law con erning stopping for

ready left for work, the bus, there 1s nightmares,

Pre -Pqid Yes, she was excited and had many “Uf only 1 had stopped, What if it had

- -
OO0 G, L0 -

wonderful things on her mind, She rushed been one of my children?” go racing
F ' from the bus., She didn’t see the car over and over in the mind Pﬂinﬁng our \5
UnerQ ¢ t had failed to stop for the flash- . fa mil > y 1 m e 3 -
that Nhad lalle stop 1 he Llash I'he family routine also becomes one >

00000000000-400000,000000.00040&.

P' g lights of the bus, indicating that f sorrow as the two families strive wnshes for you .
ans hildren '.n'X'v boarding or unloading, to pick up the pieces and start live iﬂ g|°w|ng i;;:
It was too late, ing for the 112.1.; once again,
In that second of a parent’s hurrye No, tm\ hasn’t happened 1n Merkel, CO'OI’S. May 9°°d
-~ ing to get their youngster unloaded And opef Hll it will never happen, :
Funeral nd get on the way to work or other Bt 12 coddd sery Sasily. . fortune enrich
S v.ce pressing chores, everyone's life was There are h l infractions of people pt your New YeO'.
ervi changed i.sregarding stopped school busses with 4
Gone 18 the happy giggling ingster blinking lights around the schools and b1
'n sura nce ittering with her dolls, A household n the routes, :
1s faced with heartbreak and nain of And, with the disregard for the :
vhat ght have been, Every littlething courtesy and safety involved, it could :
Life iround the house serves as a reminder be Just a matter of time until some .

ippier times, The house if filled anxious parents receive one of those

( aded telephone calls, informing that
lnsuronce ireaded telej a orming tha

a part of their life has ended,

SENIOR CITIZENS Bus drivers are authorized to take "'

‘9 STARBUCK g7 s leents: hamiors aad tile an viclslore STARBUCK

H¢ Vel driver of -
Ist MOHdCY of the vehicle must be identified for the

o S s FURNITURE
o Singing I'wo major spots Merkel bus drivers ‘ JP. -

Il's the

friends we have

who make our New ! FUNERAL 2nd Tuesday '~°°" report are at the Plaster Shop and at - -
' | ' Covered -Dish . theé Merkel Elementary School. Thereis IR
Year h‘”)‘)\ “”'“' vours will t Gome th” no place for the busses to pull off :

the street to unload at the Elementary

be that special too. HOME Every Thursday School
! & 4th Monday The situation of people disregarding

> ,, s ’-:.:.

the law is reported to be *‘pretty bad"

4th Thur. Gome by school officials,
9284711 Nigh' Reserved for . 90, parents take an extra minute of
. . . g 3 your time to insure a lifetime for the
| Talented Amateurs. youngsters. Some parent may doas much
- . « for your youngster someday, £

T80

Ray Graduates

Michael Ray recelvea a
Bachelor of Sciencedegreein
Agrniculture Education fron
Tarleton State University at
the winter commencement

TITTTTIYTTY

S W1shmg our-
¥¢/ many friends
<\ harmonious .
W and spirited £
v New Year, -

exercise December 19,

He 1s the son of Mr, and
Mrs. Kenneth Ray of Route
3, Merkel

Merkel on TV show

A phone call from Mrs,
Charles Bright of Humble,
I'exas reports that the City
{ .\Zvnrl was featured on a
pre ; am called, **The Eyes of
Texas' on December 17,

YU | ) L FISHER FINA STATIONS . [ffees

:;v;slux. Power and Light

Company of Houston, AND

nol g 4 {uz m e-r Merkelite,

USRS | MERKEL AUTO PARTS ‘

y.

[_.z.:. lu; y, was thrxll»d te
see her home town featured,

'RENT OUR »

RINSE VAG | |
s.,,ii,-,,!,‘s" ‘|4 NEW YEAR PRAYER

professionally
clean.

| New RINSE N VAC operates on
the sfeam principle to get your
| carpets protessionally ¢
Portabie and eas

it 'fJ
y
| we Il show you how RINSE N “AC d‘
§,the powerhouse that cleans - al
-
nses and vacuems ouf dirt pnd “‘

esidues RINSE N VAL cleans
CaTpets cleaner keeps them
. onger

We give thanks and
pray for peace
and happiness for
our friends and
all mankind:

CRAWFORD'S

EBen Franklin

. DELPHINE, MARY SUE,
201 KENT |
| meke LATINA, & ONIS

Euki ng forward

to new worlds of

happiness as the
It's a brand new vear ... mav it bring vou New Year arrives.
success in all vour endeavors! Qur sincerest

thanks for vour patronage in the past.

We're chiming in wit

From «ll of us to all of you | St hember e

for you. May this New
Year bring lots o

THE FARMERS AND s
MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK "o || CASTALE pARDWAR:

& GIFTS

C -



CORE
AT

LIMIT 6

“oRESTO

POPCORN

HAPPY NEW YEAR
b CLOSED SATURDAY, JANUARY 1st

WED., THUR., FRI., DEC. 29, 30, 3]

32 0z.
PLUS DEP.

5 K s
Ny > - HOT BAR-B-QUE
- IJ(So0cH

\ \ Kfu f PIMENTO CHEESE
SOFT & PRETTY

A TURKEYS "= [  Tissi

T R SHANK END | 4 ROLL 73
HAMSE: 51 mﬂ | ,

N

L B

?, AUSAGE 89¢
AGEman SAUSAGE... 894
HOG JOWLS

ol
BESTMAID AMERICAN BEAUTY

| AMERICA ~ LQUID
A oressivG o B36ht o L, 59

. BESTMAID B 89 i ' = IUY
BLLUL TR cBI;::keyed pEAS 39¢ 22 02 69

TIDE

SHORTENING $'I 20

3 LB. CAN

KEITH
KRINKLE CUT

wa  S1.O9IPOTATOES .. 49¢

COMET - A ——

BANQUET
CLEANSER MINCE MEAT OR PUMPKIN

CASCADE
o 39w s150lm

FABRIC SOFTENER

ClaRAPEFRUT 2290

DELICIOUS

1 LB.
BOX

TEXSUN 46 Oz

A HORMEL g 300'“* 39
I TAMALES CAN Cl craperruiT JUICE

{IPEACHES ,,:‘:,"::,
IBuckeym PEAS =% 2
Bucmm PEAS 29
PEANIIT Bimp ™ ¢
TJELLEY = - .. 59¢
WAFFERS Vi i AN
omoCHIPS = J Q0 e =
WESSON ( ou 189_»-~-» ==
lOUR = 794

MARIGOLD

..m$ 45 $ 55

GAL GAL

. BLUE BONNETT

e

. HUNT'S
22 oz

MHORMEL
5 oxn

WHIPPING CREAM FOREMOST
SOUR CREAM OR .
HALF & HALF GANDY’S i

EGGNOG = . 6%

USDA APPROVED . ,‘;,:.—,;",, PR “PARKING LOT IN REAR
PO S—- Double Premiums

FOOD STAMPS
On WEDNESDAY ON

Save anuoble
Cnsh.logisier Topel

OOlD M!DAI

TN  Whc ('mmmsearh;rml
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$200 CASH DIRECT

'"THE MERKEL MAIL ’
Thursda)

(ot LI

; December 30, 197

FROM FACTORY ON ALl

ASTRE SEDANS AND STATION WAGONS.
GET THE 60,000 MILE ENGINE WARRANTY.

PRICES START AT $3395

SELECT FROM STOCK OR
PLACE YOUR ORDER.

Motors
B 314‘A y

PLYMOUTH

best CB Reg, $199,95

ONTIAC CATALINA 4

Ao | tops

Nice, Onl

V( LK)WAA N SQL :\Rc.m\(n b(ll )

-

TTAC

VILLE
re¢ with red

waded! At

CATALINA 4 ar,

sedar

BROUGHAM

We have several other nice used cars, $0 (Oll SEE US
“We Sell ‘Em-We Lease ‘Em

Palmer Pontiac
& MErkEL

ABILENE 673-1182

&gt

MERKEL, TEXAS 928-5113

FOR SALE-1967 Ford T-Bir« ----------

$595, Call

‘.-'.4'..

aded

ALL

TYPES
OF
INSURANCE

BON

INSURANCE
AGENEY

Phone 8-5151

SERVICE:

Our
Specialty

4

| L. FISHER |
{FINA- SERVICE

lTWO LOCATIONS I

JINTERSTATE 20 &

MERKEL
AUTO -PARTS 1

921' N 2nd

: OPEN
SATURDAYS 10Q |

WE WELCOME =
YOUR BUSINESS §

----ﬁ-q-

JWEST HIGHWAY 805

DT T L Ty epeap— |

TEXAS PRESS

memeer |§76

ASSOCIATION

Oﬂ & FOUn

JERVICES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

I4COLORFAMILY

5 MONTHL) ! . gy
WINRY. SRS P N POKTRAIT unted on a
items from your newspaper, jeco-plaque $6,95 To be
EXperie : : l. t" t'b-\ taken January 15 o1 16.
sar FOor etalls send JU§

ntact Lambda eta
and stamped addressed ¢ oty 81 .

member of comeby Castille’s

envelope to O, Jo! by January 7

son

s PO\

Drawer P, Mont Belview, 4 "
Texas 7758 71 VW CAMPER VAN, Poj
d4-4t top, air nditioned, 1
nileage, sleeps 4, $2750,

REALESTATE| =" o

MCGUFFEY READERS, set

LAND FOR SALE f seven 3l postpaid,

CALL Collect=Bill Largent, Ervin knterprises, Mc-
Far and Ranch Mgr. at Dowell, Virginia 24458
Frances McClure Inc , Real- Phone 703-396-6207

wrs, douth 27th Abi- ) 4-04

lene. 608-3211, Night 698- FOR SALE-197 Ve W,

2375 window van with J seats-

1, miles oW Rtor,

Less than 10 les onnew

. - rear end. C. V, joints

CARPEY CwANERS guaranteed 6-n l“i.’lb 1} §

DEEP SOIL € miles by V. W, house-

lles and like new

EXYIAC"ON ipnside, 1965 long wide auto-

FREE ESTIMATES ' matic and wr Chevrolet

n ¢ - W5 R 22 ¢ .

692-7576 (ABILENE) by e
44-t1¢

ARTING DECEMBER 19th

1
I
4
ginbotham FurcC

CRAFTHOUSE 4 representativ e of the Hig-
mpany will
KENY be 1 Merkel at H‘Av Sham-
502 rock Truck Stop from 8a.m.
t ) L f
928-4883 every Sunday.
44-3¢

MON. - SAT.
000 TiL 6:00

Arrived=«the %W

ing plant

Just
Lreat!

NEED
A New Water
Drilled?

Ls.

Well
Also Install
Meyers Subs &
Jocuzzi Jets

ROBERT HIGGINS
928-5998

Mon,-Sat, 10:

Paints, j craft
kits, jewelry, souvenirs,
macrame cord and beads,
Hangers, pots, wrought
iron, flowers and cactus
warage sale items,

ul 6
laster,

LUCAS & HAYS
WELDING
m Kent

All Types

¢ SERVICE

‘ .
701 S 2nd 1 Weling
g Ph. 928-563"
( chain, circle and hand " 92‘_579‘
: saws, scissors, pinking :b
{ shears, etc, {
L ¢
0 { ®eses esccesscsceve
! 928-5595 1 WATER WELL

DRILUNG
TEST HOLES
WATER WELLS

l PUMP SERVICE

AL ILAKENEY
'915-529-3210

WE BOTH LOOSE
“IF YOU DON'T
CALL. ME".

ROADS
DRIVES .~

00;5_009000000000

"'»"""""""".'.E"“

oqpobqbogpppooob

 LEVEUNG
TERRACING

MATERIAL HAULED
ANYWHERE

928-5769

AT COVER
CENTER
*Seot Covers
* Truck Cushions
*Door Ponels
*Arm Rests
*Heaodliners
1056 BUTTERNUT

677-1349

|[ro0oo 0000000000000

WE PAY
I50% OVER FACE

The Merkel Mail

PUBLISHENRS STATEMENT

Established in

n 188%

Published weekly at

Entered at the Post Office at Merkel, Texas,

-
916 N, BSecond St,, Meri. |,

79536

as second chu mail,

Any erronsous rql.cuon upon the character, standing of'
reputation of any person, firm or corporation, which may
appear in the columns of the newspaper will be corrected,
gladly, upon being brought to the attention of the publisher,

Texas

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $4.75 Per Year Taylor and adjoin-
ing counties, $5:50 Per Year outside of Taylor and adjoin-

ing counties,

Merr
and

of the Texas Press Association
est Texas Press Association,

VALUE FOR Al
SILVER COINS.
$250 FOR

FOR THOSE GOOD

SHELL PRODUCTS
STOP BY

8

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Lown & Garden Equipment
aun-owmes A lis-Chalmers- Owatonna

sm:mun...........

Clﬂm
Martha bue

e

.Publisher
.Editor

Juﬁ«. v:é .Mvoﬂldu m- Manager

Hay Machinery
Farm Equipment and Forney

Welding Equipment

For Classified Rates:

mum for the first four lines (13 vort) Excess.
be charged-at the rate of 5 cents per word,-
uu-:-uundngﬁu.un paid pricr to Arst igsertidn.

Sor the lht 50 - words,

‘G cents per.
m c.-tn mo.

Shafer Pfo\n Continel lol'on Prodom

. 6174349
non FARM EQUIPMENT CO.

386 Chom  Hw,
wa-ﬁﬁum m‘m - cn-m

9
4

$SOUG AND LAID CALL

AN

SILVER) (We pay FREDDY TOOMBS
o v g s | DISHMAN'S (BROKER)
Ve gt N6 EDWARDS
PRATTS COIN &¢ SHELL | pH. 928-5971
STAMP SHOP E M KENT :g 9922‘.:5565902
Abilene, Texas : MECHANIC ON DuUTY iu *ﬁcum FOR sf\u:
000000000000 0000 0~ mad“ ;1:’1“ d:'ld;"“r;‘r‘

SRR L T TR TN

1
B
Moscc”aneous‘_‘i

-~
NEED HELP=Call Outreact LOSTH - Would the perthon MERKEL VFw
328«5859 or come :._ e who thole the thet of {alth‘ POST 5683
Youth Center at 1028 North teeth pleath return them t MONTHLY
First between 9 and 11 a.m, he clathifi ddepartn
2641 A T e, REG. MEETING
FOR FINE Furniture up- . 8:30 PM.
olsten fabrics at better
prices visit Randv's FOR REnT SECOND THURSDAY
;"If Tl si 1120 Butternut, { I POST & LADIES AUXILIARY
bilene, rofessional up- FOR RENT-3 bedroom, 2 ’ ]
holstery avatlable, bat! Call Putman I've Y .AL[ C__OM,E_ pr-
26=tf¢ at 692« ]
45-1¢; MASONIC MEETING
Stated meeting of Mer-
HELP WANTED]  "FOR JALE] i i
2nd Saturday and 4th
Fhursday fe‘u‘?‘ mont!

it 7:30 pom. Mistors welcome
Members urged to attend,
WILEY NOAH, WM
ROY M‘SHBURN Sec'y

FOR MONUMENTS
and
CEMETERY CURBING
MA. Sarg' Noster
1404 Herring Dr.
Merkel, Texas
Phone 928-5565

CARD OF THANKS

WORDS CALNNOT EX-
H\'b.a. how much we thank
you and dp ; reciate each one

u for IT expression
i love .u.i concern during
the passing of our 1 '.6'-2 one,
We are grateful for your
prayers visits |
cards and food.

We cheris h
friendship.

Mr, and Mrs. O, D, Bland
and Family
Mr, and Mrs, V. W, Apple
and Family
40-11p

your love

PRESTIGE
HOMES &
PROPERTIES
317 N. Wwills Suite 20
Abilene 673-6444

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Unique 3 bedroom home in

SW Merkel, paneled den,
range, dis hwasher, gas gril;,
pati good water well

7.97 acres east of Elmdale,
fenced, electricity, Adjacent
89 acre I-2( access
l

.»llg'ddld le.

MECHANIC S--garage and
wrecking vard west of Abi-
lene, .£good local and
transient business.

RANCH with nice home list-
ing needed for out of state
buyer,

Shannon Teal. . . .692-0787

Morris Harper.
Pauline Butman,
...... 692-2222
REALTORS
MERKEL BRANCH OFFICE
Billy and Pat Neff, ,928-5623
Equal Housing Opportunity

. «.698-9689
GRI.

WATER LINES

776-2181 OR 9934232
4 AFTER 5 PM.

§.

'MACHIN

SALES SERVICE

JERRI'S
TYPEWRITER

| TOOMBS
| REAL ESTATE

veterans.

HIGHWAY F RUNTAGE,
on 1-20, For commer=
cial use| For sale,

2 BEDROOM HOUSE
Fenced yard, paneled
kitchen, completely re-
decorated.

VACANTLOTS FOR
S AL E~for trailer and
buildings .in tu'poctx:.r\s :
of towo.

.

b2 5 m nno.
‘ ALL _KINDS OF
. USTINGS MOUSES,
.Mqumu

flowers,

and

Cemetery

.'Q.ﬁ."..."..".‘t'

| FOR RESULTS 1.4

donations ‘

Ny

A ’ ..
I'he following have made Sulliva "f Ora Bi \ \ L ¥ f )
jonations to the Merkel memol {J.C, Bi ] : i \ B
Cemetery Assoclation’s Marie Briggs in e : ] h Wat in €
special Christmas Mr. and Mrs, J. J. Jowers v\wm‘ :
Memorials, and Benson Jowers I Maudie 1 s i
Mr, and Mrs, Joe Hartley Mr, and Mrs. J. E. Meek . ‘
in memory of Mel Peterson Dr. and Mrs, Jarrett \ \ tddle
Dr. and Mrs, C, B, Gardnel williams I Y 1 Mirs, | o
Minnie A, Howard inmeme= Mrs, Ted Windhan 1 ‘
ory of Family and Friends memory of Ted Windha And - : [ \ r {
Mr, and Mrs, H, F.Jeffrey M1, and Mrs, R. E, Wrndhan sns W P 1§ ) 1
Mr. and Mrs, Tom Allday Mr. and Mrs, Geo, W, Ben= Sk '
in memory of Ton H. All-= ningfield T AR AR ank SR 1
day Bud and Ethel Winte ; '
Mrs, Mildred Park Roberts nemory of Mr, and Mrs, J " \ -1 M1 \ [
in memory of Mrs, Dora Wwinter, and Mr, and Mrs e . \ |
Dyess Park L. McLeod \ ( ¢
Nina Sherrell Mrs., Zedic Johus s \ s. B %
Ola Pear! Tucker in mems= emory of Zedic Jol .\ :
ory of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Clark Mundy In mer " N = \ J Flton
Casey and B, J. Hatchell O.J. Adcock 4 ." {‘
Mr and Mrs, Gordon Shirley Joy Walker ’ e
“"“““ in memory f Nancy emol f ‘\" eloved pa . ]
Vessek ; X Mother i Father’” Myrtle N . . ,: d : € ;
Mrs, N. H. Eoff in mems= D. and John F. Walke: %
ory of N. H, Eoff and othe Mr. and Mrs, C. W, McCall -
members of the Eoff family me I { Mr, and Mrs, _‘ \ ‘.\ l
Mr, and Mrs., Robert R, Grover Blair Mrs. A ¥
James in memory of Wim, J Luna W, Johnson in mems= : sip Foordere,
James and Mary Annie James ry of loved ones N . l. oy g
Mrs. L. J., Renfro and Irene 11-“ in memory ' g : "",“‘
8 H A i M r SANGUSK
Edwin memory of L. J. follis Ir .
Renfro and Gerald Renfr Mr. and Mrs. V. E. Eller b
David and Callie Anderso: Mr., and Mrs, D, J. Richie : g
Mr, and Mrs, S. P.Stevens in memory of *“Our Fathers ' il
in memory of C, P.and Anni¢ and Daughter” Linda Ka ‘: .
Stevens Richie, Whit Richie and L. | M1 \ )
Mr, and Mrs. Robt, W, waney -
Sledge in memory of Mr. anc Mr., and Mrs, Jim Reid -
Mrs. L. E. (Bill) Sledge Glenda Rutherford in lo powi J. .
Mr. and Mrs, Baylo: 1ng memory of “My pre - ;
Amason in memory of Jo¢ Mother' Altl Belle iy . s
Amasor I 1wl o€
Mr, and Mrs, C. M. Chaney
ARy New tax law
in memory of Wim. G, Storey [
Powell w and \uh Hughes s
Miller in men f .
parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. L. affects estate plannlng
Miller and Mr. and Mrs,
john S, Hughes
;‘P?‘;;L“\‘!' 1”'““‘- ‘:Crr‘b';‘; The new tax legislationt . ‘ : ”
Shepperd s ISt bhex me law  will ‘4 f ~. E
Mrs. LDee P. Moore i s o I 4 * ter, ¢ s to the B
Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Baker '1'.r d‘ l. « “Z‘::z.AI..:\I con= L g 2 'd
Mr, and Mrs. H. L. Hame gl g g
nd in memor f Kiley = ,,‘ " SR | S 5 '
Montie, Jack, Bob, Glenn and  CUMtUral Extension Service ; Y
Gwin Whisenhunt ? 5 0F (he lagisiats .. $175.6 oF
Leno L. Swafford in meme ¥ .‘z"ﬂ o i a
HII ¢ LAVERA . Dued: . gy t.'.»il.:; b‘ Se :: p el X 3 oy "
X. A. McCollun e g ) alg e je tal
Mrs. W. B. ) ell. Per= "‘..‘(;,"f'“;, o (,',‘ £ {o " p |
Nig Herror ! iy sta -
Mr. and Mrs, Paul Ors- !‘l,‘_ ‘\’,‘ ) ,f ‘. ,.‘:‘“‘» ‘.‘ : Sur-
porn ,A ] ‘:“.‘ ‘n'-m- o Ty id i
Vera and Clifford Rhoden “.‘i,v.. ‘:l . = “‘.'“ ~ d n:
Bre mellhys ASSI600 catee tr-tars ang «dd S 1i fet
inkle in memory of my .',.. f:n o \'“ ;’ “This iy &l . -
father and mother and ~‘l' reduce the .1 t o ' s ve
brothers, Mr. and Mrs. Pat , . } Pt iy ol ‘ .
MU B Bl Tty s o SRE YN Prate s hast '
Mrs, Robert (Ima :iz;; d”}X;,,,; ¢ ,' n ‘?'.f s Airate
gins in memory of Mrs, S, e fl . ‘ \\ 1. = - ‘,-
Elizabeth Elliott A LR e Mt b A rtant |
Era Jinkins in memory of ‘.;1“.‘ 3 e ¢ t lege ot
Claudi Jinkins gt Mad agad: i ’ ’ g estate s over 1
Mrs., D, H. Thomas in the ad u;(,.d _‘itp ",(. ',‘f:.‘“ S 4 te¥ es
memory of D. H., Thomas, estate cons \[\“ " I",:y nd ' € adjugtex
Patsy Nell Thomas, Mr. and personal farm and ranct state qualifies \
Mg, B B Wialum, Tof | svccart i i fehm ‘ r closely held higi=
and Howard Windham ; ‘IIU":‘”"‘ s e v ess hefederalg rog "
Mrs, M. H. Ely in mem= ;]aur‘llll““‘ T ST avill a ’ ] xhw . X
«;;xl; of Matt Ely and Sheyrl -+25 per cent or more of t ,'fk.“' 5 .',«.'..'
Mrs. Andrew Baker the adjusted value of the gross e .‘.‘-3..
Mr. and Mrs., Charles estate consists of such real : g 7
Fager PEORRELYs ] t ' =
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. ="Such properties use for : gt i
Howard in memory of Mr. E which five of the past eight tl — " yoll
R. Clack § - years beforethedescendant’s =~ "t 2048, State taxes
Mrs. Grady Petree death was qualified and was e VORAS 1 " ; 'f"", oe
Mrs. Ruby Hinson in mems= used in business in which = ¥ ¥ “(Hzl,ﬂ . o A
ory of Mr. and Mrs. H. O. U,‘e‘ descendant or a member P’ ‘;'\" R Sl 3 5
perry. . ' of the descendant’s fan ily ; : S taxes an e {
irene Cross in memory of = Materially participated, "State Ml 0l
. 1ra Cross ““The new tax law will also o — exds inheritance
.Goldie’ Malone in memur)' increase the exemption leve] ‘%S remal :' : g o
* of Bob Malone as far as estate taxes are A ) st ey o othey Y
Irene Strawn in memory of COfncerned’” points out '1:\‘“(:R e o e Ay o
M. ‘and Mrs “ Y. Steen Prater. “‘A unified tax table “ 4“‘;‘:15.”‘,‘_ h z‘h.n\n it 1»:-‘-
Fonda Bicknell, Shirley ;;tuldnlmlude estatetaxes and '.'\", ,J-‘: Ay ~l | a ...g#rs :.:f
s, ners ol 1 S 4N4 Tancnes
The economist cites these 0 THVIGW DG TOVISH WS
] examples of estate taxes, plans so that all manage-
FOR YOUR ) Starting in 1977, there wiy Mt opportunities e
be a tax credit of $30,000 realized emphasizes f
WELD‘NG NEEDS for any estate having a death- i }
|
CALL
JOHN LUCKEY | N UHCE
™\
928 -5149 "
MERKEL ‘ NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS THE ESTATE OF WAL ‘,;,

L HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST] C. HOFHEINZ, OECEAZ3
.Qt.'ttt.tt."t"'tﬁ't. Notice is hereby gilen that
{CHAVE TRUCK, & oo io b
» - entar) .’4" the EST } OF
. *  WALTER C. HOF HEIN\y ere

WILL TRAVEL” + i sedhe 32y Vi
* s cember, 1976, in Caus No, *
" 12762 (r"i"iil‘ in the C \ j
» * Court of Taylor County,
’ as to.
» . Mrs. Louise Allen Stuc ¢ '
: ° ° * :; O h;ul.ﬂl C. Jacks ] q
Suite 210, Bank of Co
* * merce Bullding %
B * Auilene, Texas . d
: * All persons having ¢ g
* against this Estate which s
: COMPLETE SEPTIC TANK SERVICE , <'rienth "“j‘“'- admin ist@ee
are required to present them
+  SPECIALIZE IN PUMPING SEPTIC  + s the tme aogilion
« TANKS, MUD TRAPS, & SAND TRAPS§® "iisr prescrived 1y luv.
; . DATED this the 22 ddy of
» oA " December, 1976, )
» 3 JACKSON & JALKsa
*  CHARLES SCOTT, OWNER - adiesili i
. ‘ B
» Attorneys at Law i
» BOX 247 a Suite 210, Bank of Comfe
o F TYE, TEXAS 79563 o merce Building
‘» : Abilene, Texas 70605
* CALL COLLECT 915-692-0078 * By Randall C. Jackson
A * Attorney for the Estate
- 1 5.0t
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{Final rites held for Mrs. Boyd ‘Water Distriet s i S '“”“

Funeral services wereheld 1907, in Trent. Mr, Boyd ®
» aturday for Mrs, Fenton died June 2, 1966, She lived
joyd, 88, of Merkel at Star- in the Merkel-Trent area all
’ \ A ', ck Funeral Home Chapel, her life, She was a member
NG o s, Bo) d T at  of tb ‘ ~hurch,
' H..&(:h' -4 I“v‘“xil“' Alxlbdd) d; (\I::"?1\?}:1’?{:"11‘1(‘1:‘:\:'l>suns The Blair Water Dis trict As of Iu- ember 21 there may Sign up for the water and
» A ry s o ”hw“k J r{n o 'I‘leni and Wayne ; plans tocontinue with the $10( are 172 membership with a meters from Sandusky or one
in Dilene 0L f=We on 0! Y (5 : ¢ Dr
" ! \Bness £ dad=wee Wilcox, Arizona; a daughter initial deposit goal of 250 5 et. of the Board of Directors,
Fhe Rev W hitlock of Mrs. G, W lluz'mas of Mer= President of the dis trict Fhose living in the area
) sky, s aidth Oon
“ .’a'xu.. , assis ted by the Rev. kel; 12 grandchildren; 24 J: ll'“b“l”‘":f‘“‘;x'd; l‘l' w‘"tl”"’ 3
Danl ur \ r reat-grandchildren; and Preuminal; S5 MRy O3
\ o, A e A O e e ta v 0 s e (o BAGH OF i @8 irict the Veterans Meet
' R e - ’ dvis ed '‘us tocon=
¢ Bora February 24, 1888 randchildren. engineers ac : te - ae , 2 "ho i & .
-“ , 5 M ebruary 24, 1888, € d'l e e i had tinue the $100 sig nup until The mbers of Merkel !?rsef attending were: Mr,
Merkel she married A aughter die in 1949, January 10 " I'rent Barracks 2248 of the and Mrs. KA}H.Undl'erguSUn,
Feiton Boyd September 2 . Veterans of World War land Mr. and Mrs, Earl Baze,

e Sandusky said that would 3
enable tmi water dis tric t t¢ the Ladies Auxiliary met MT. and Mrs, Albert Crise

oo { bz the Taylor Electric Build- well, Mr, and Mrs, Dent Gibe

X222 22 222 2 2 2 2 ssibly fill a few of theblank &t ) - :
[PEE O " ‘ ;:i),::: “v]\herﬂdl:;hlwvl:hl[‘d 1s ing December 18 for thelx son, Mr, and Mrst O, E, Har-
: ll,‘“\ regular meeting. well, Mr, and Mrs, Russell
- bo . P (idd, Mr, and Mrs. Dee

. ‘The more members we After abountiful Christmas Kid« .
Abracadabra! Hoping ¢ have f':' l!ur desig ning of the dinner and fellowship, carols Poland, Mr, and Mrs, Karl
the magic charm of ¢ line. the b etter the system for Were sung and gifts were ex- “'”“'“9)“ G. N. Reynolds,
: h v Y h change om under abeautl= . owin, S, ag~-
the New Year brings ¢ all imvolved, now and in the ged ! 1 t t Mrs. Faye Brown, Mrs. Mag
ot & future,” he said, ful Christmas tree, gle Renfro, Mrs, Irene Strawn

w you all good things IS Ahd and Mrs, Mary Mosier,
() Also, Mrs, Dewey Fleming,
é FOR Au YOUR Mrs. Ruth Cox, Mrs, Madge
i ) Crain, Mrs, Trula Cox, Mrs,
¢ HAVE A GREAT YEAR! INSURANCE NEEDS . . . Frances Harwell, Mrs, E. E.
f ¢ SEY ORE SURA CES McLauren, Mrs, LLem Dudley
"2 d ALPHA NU NU ¢ M |N N mrs, Cora Reeves, Mrs. Or"
M ’ ? 102 EDWARDS Griggs, Mrs, Joe Hartley,
b.’...’..........’..’..“ Miss Mable McRee and guests

F & 928-5379 u
b 2 Mrs, Mae Seago and Mrs,

. . . . Auto, Property, General Liability, Grady Bishop,
~ Crop, Health, Life, Disability, Tax-shehered - - - - -
retirement, Educational plans CAN D':RAYU‘ 1
FARMERS UNION SERVICE POINT
ROCK & GRAVEL

LEVEL & REPAIR
DRIVEWAYS

|
§
1
i
Call Evenings i
i
|
3

BEST WISHES

May you ''hit gold"
in the New Year . . .

Harold Walker
Phone 928-5872

202 Cherry
- omo s e ms = 0w o

¢ ’ P 0 5, SRR
/ D \ — :’!_\\\ﬁ, e enjoying prosperity

' Soaring sky high ' & :
with qn"m“ed

wishes for your

and good luck! r---------‘

Moorolmd ongmnt ammod

Rhonda Moore and Jimmy Land have planned a Janbary 29 wedding at Central Baptis
Church of Aspermant. " .

The bride-elect, daughter of Mr., and Mrs. Charlié N, Moore, 1s a graduate of Asper~
mont- High School md Abilene Commercial College,
Ihe prospective bridegroom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. James (Corky) Land of Mer~

kel. A graduate of Merkel High Schoolanda junior at McMurray College Land is em ed
by KWFA Radio Station in Merkel. - -

oy
BENNEQI'T TRACTOR CO.

success in the MODERN  DANUSER IMCO

]

New Year!

Merkel VFW
Post 5683

CAL-TEX

BUYERS OF

---------------------------------1

DANCE

; T
3 :
- ' ] '
. = : : :
b CATTLE MIL - i
= | : °  1iBESTWISHES} | ,
‘ i = AND HAY E Here's hoping this i = FR'DAY’ DEC. 3‘ =
| = ROUTE 2 BOX 128 i No'w'h:r t::'or:-: i = FEATURING =
N ; Eeysiflint E wne. yorl Babey % !3 ROANOKE '
. Yoo { CUSTOM CATTLE FEING  §} _ .} 9:00 TO 1:00 :
i H ——-_-’-----------------J ! 1 ; " 1
"o Hoping th i = = = = = i
stk o willp beyﬁll;z’:;; Barber Shop == THE MERK[[ vrw =
e 3 greater happiness ! = = 4
{ i - e o = '
24 o otwiyost " tmammemne OB _MEMBERS & GUESTS
._ i Rog M CRAWFORD'S PRE-INVENTORY
1§ _ Y | ‘ -'.';:q:‘:‘:..':p;:z: CLOSE OUT
gdf

es are

hasiges

Welcome PRICES REDUCED

10% TO

£
5 °
STARTS WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29

CRAWFORD'S

CFINE-QUALITY CLOTHING AND '

It's time to say, ''Have
a Happy 1977 . ..
in every way."

Bright hopes for a
New Year abundant
with peace, love
and contentment,

Hoping the New Year
will light your . way
through prosperous
| and healthy days.
We chorish ‘your con..
mwlng fnondship, :

LUSKEY'S

INC,
(oo - ”-""’.‘"."."-“-‘*““""‘- - ?&'235 . SHOES FOR THE FAMILY- :
W W o o ke 135 EDWARDS . - mm-m

.t . S e

P



OUR SALE STILL CONTINUES

COME IN, BROWSE, AND CHECK OUT
THE BARGAINS

EMMA'S CLOTHES CLOSET

131 KENT 928-5100

2
If our wishes \ o
e, . + /
come true, your ® M
New Year will be filled =

Aaﬁ;\

to overfiowing with

all the good things in life
The Farm

Bureau Insurance
'24-hour Agent”
is a SALESMAN
and MORE.

Higginbotham-Bartiett Co.

Pat, Lindo, & Family, lkey Goarrett

- M. = e — - o e what type, ¢
—_— -— - — — e — _— £ nce.
+ help
R
the day
ynt at you
N na of
Py ) B
) “
o ¥ S
’ o
~o

7 Wishing Sl
you every |
happiness |
all through & |

“ Call your Farm Bureau

Insurance agent ... any-

hime. He can give you that

good feeling of security
24 hours a day!'

R. LEE BROWN

Ben Franklin Store Ef,f,

MERKEL ABILENE

By Andy Anderson
Merkel Country Club

Roast Peppered ribeye

| 928-4885

|
f
| _ N, .
|

We celebrate the joy of living as

| we exuberantly greet the New Year/
It's time too, to say thanks for

your support in the year just past.

 MAX MURRELL

R ST

o’ % : 4 . . S b4 " F ¥ ., .«
| . | . lem‘ l | c.ﬂ | | .
,.I ' " . el
“it » o X ’ . g o
Y el o o 2 P - et
. g o . o,
h " . » o

Basketball schedule

December 27-20--Merkel boys vs. Anson in Hardin-
immons t rnament X

Janua ==Jim Ned at Merkel 7, 8boys and girls, 5:30 p.m,

Merkel 9t 5 at dSta
Merkel 91 S5 atl dtan .M,

January d--Ballinger at Merkel boys, girls, 5 p.m,
District 6-AA ga J

January 6-8--Mer S at Sweetwate r tournament
January T7e-=-Mer girls at Stamford, 4 p.m.
VISIIICt 6~AA ga ‘

oe
Baste
i t S
n
“a let
el (3 1
Wi foil lace
il ASt | low
s) 2 urs
Open foil
i HES
HiK T
e ¥
[ o 5 o
il
Thaxton visitors
g 1
Mr. and Mrs, H. L, Thax . .
ton revently were their son, That we will continue, in every way we
Jot Ry, W8 wite ang ¢ can, to help make your year successful
id el fany4d I WU .
another granddaughter, M and happy. Sincerest thanks.
ope i fowredh. 's Clothes Closet
ren of Hurst; and grand Emma s 0 es os
ghter Mr. and Mrs, Mike
§ ana ildren *
e R Duane, Emmao, & Family

f§ time to wish you and
. yours @ happy, heaithy
§ 19771 Thanks to all,

:good wishes

resounding

Wilson
Jewelry

P-----------------.
/ e
’ y

year comes

into your 3

* home. moy it §
" bring ol good g

things fo you WG 4 /

and your

The New Year baobe
brings new hopes,
new joys, and new
l vigor to mankind.

family.

Cypert Tax

MERKEL

Chamber of Commerce

7 d".' p %% 3% > '.~' ~.--‘-..-‘.‘:‘ |

M ay your New Year
be capped with joy

in every direction,
Thanks from us to you.

WYLIE |
TRUCK TERMINAL

e
ﬁ@!
‘ T
mu<
i
22

" We weicome
O this littie feller
°4# with open arms
78 and warm hearts.
© As we get off to a
» fresh start we wish
® you a bountiful

7/Y\ New Year!
- -
/ ] k

ARROW_FORD- ABILENE |

1

Y

~ ICs sueh .| jju}'_'lo ¥s- i

A - look forward 10 another
‘year of your friendship! ~
., Mopeit's greal .« .«

" TAYLOR
TELEPHONE CO-OP

AT AT e A S e e 8 8 e e e e e e s e 8NN e e s e e e e ee e e e s B e e SR es s s e e W “eele e
Ll R KN KR XK SRR K KK KR DK KR R R K KRR i S S IR R
.

RAY PACK HAS ANNOUNCED THE PURCHASE OF THE

BIG COUNTRY CLUB

IN ABILENE

. “™picoromc star Joe Stamp’ey

Coming }owgq ?7 ‘ Johnny P ayChBCk
OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK. WITH LIVE BAND
- * $) COVER CHARGE FRIDAY AND. SATURDAY ONLY. ~ " - -
L OPEN DALY AT 3 PM. o
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Ringing in
the New Year
confider! it
will tick off
many fruitful,
‘*,ha?py hours
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. The residents at the nurs-
ihg home had one of the best
Christmases they had had in
a long ime, Some gOt to go
nome for a visit or had rela-
tes to visit them In the
Home,

*hank you Mr. and Mrs,
ide Dye for candy sticks
angels made for candles,
Ir. and Mrs, Winnie Dick=
on brought oranges and
*les for the residents,

David Gamble brought a
large box of chocolate candy
for the staff, Thanks David
It was real nice of you to
remember the staff,

We appreciate the oranges,
apples and candy that the
Fedelis Matron Class of the
First Baptist Church of Mer=
kel brought,

T'he Noahs brought a sack
of pecans for the staff, We
appreciated them,

'hank you the Cypert
family for the basket of fruit
you brought the staff,

Fhanks go out to Mary
Vaughn for the banana nut
cake and carrot cake she
made for the residents,

We appreciated the box of
canned fruit juice and canned
fruit from the Mulberry Cane
yon 4=H Club,

On Christmas day the Pat
Cypert family came and sang
songs for the residents, It
Wds a nice treat for not only
residents but for the staff,

F'he ladies from First
Baptist Church brought fruit
and cookies which were en-
joyed by all

On December 13 the Meth=
odist women of the Methodist

Starr Nursing Home news

brought lap robes and bibs
and other gifts foir the ones
who didn’t use bibs, They al-
80 brought a program which
eve vone enjoyed, Thank you
all very much,

I'he Trent School children
grades 1 thru 5 came and
sang Christmas songs for the
residents, It was enjoyed and
the administrator Brenda
Roberts invites them back
again and wants tothank them
for thinking of our senior
citizens at this Christmas
time,

The Merkel Church of
Christ ladies brought jars of
candy for every resident,
Thank you for remembering
them, thank you also for your
time you give every Sunday

Robert Harris isn’t doing
s0 good at this writing. We
hate to see him haveto suffery
s0 much, He is such a nice

resident, He gave all the
employees gifts for
Christimas, It was ap-

preciated, We do love him and
we wish he could get better,

Brenda Roberts, adminis-
trator is spending Christmas
in North Carolina, She and
her family left here Satur-
day eve week, She needed a
good rest as she hasn’t had
4 vacation since we went to
Hawall last January, Of
course [ had retired but where
help 1s needed I'm always
available, Joyce Minnich, her
mother who 18 Director of
Nurses, 1s taking care of the

Church of Merkel had a pa rey
for the residents, Santacame
and each vne received a gift,
they sang songs, It was a

morning, for this we are
thankful and grateful,

We wish to thank the Mer=
kel Jaycees for the two boxes
very nice party, of bread they gave the home out for Christhas, It means

The Noodle Baptist ladies 4t Christmas. so much to then,

e I do believe Mrs, Winnie
Cvpert had the most visitors

nursing home while Brenda
Is away,

We appreciate theones who
came andcarriedtheir people

’ and i ala for inspection-at the Com- Fhe remodeling is almost
from' 1:00 to wheneyer, Come on inandtry our, cafeteria o s a"f hie e . »

"gver, It has been a big task

‘ 1 style lunches Monday through Friday, and our suppers pany’s business office located at 129 N,2nd, and a lot of noise but it has
Monday through Saturday. We'll serve you just about lene or Merkel Citv Hall. been worth it. There is still
Anvthing you would like from hamburgers to chateaus lots to be done but it will be

and from honey buns to crepe souffle; if vou will give done in time but it looks

un', a lhittle notice, Try one of our sizzling steaks, real nice and I'm real proud

6 Lone Star Gas Company

’ of the way it has been ime-
preved even if I'm not the
. +
y L & w Snmk Ba II owner any longer. 1 work
|

?’i'z

i i &
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f IRA Savings Account?
You'd better believe it. Anything you do right now to set some cash aside on a regular
quis.isboundtopayoffforyoudownﬂmeline The more you set aside, the better it pays

- saving you nllkely to do. nght? gl
The lRA Account to Abllene Savmgs is about v R

.aspamlessassavmgcanget becauseyou j
' neverseeﬂwemoneyltanbehandledby B

I R R tQSISOOotlS%olmlncomc R
: . o > wh]chwul.lm ; - . . 3 ‘
" So, lfyoueam say, $20000duringtheyear and

set aside $1,500 on the IRA Account, you'll only &

. payinoomemxon$18500—laswhateveroﬂ\er

: deducﬁonsyoucanootneupwlth

There are other things you should know about

IRA but it's not at all complicated. Please come in

‘}4 now, to get started. As it is, even if you're saving {
money, you're saving money that’s already been
taxed. So, time isn’t all that's wasting.

¥ Abilene Savings

We'll HelpYou Find AWay

P.O. Box 444/301 Edwards Avenue/Merkel, Texas 79536/(915) 928-4702
Member Southwestern Group Financial, Inc. Member FSLIC

-

PUBL'C NOT'CE of any one during the holidays,
Her children Pat and Pinky
and families were here of

Lone Star Gas Company. in accordance .
with Section 43(a) of Article 1446¢c VATCS (1)UX§@. but Mr, .aﬂd Mrs, O,
heréby -gives notice of the Company intent L. Cypert of San Angelo,
to implement a new schedule of rates for Mr. and Mrs, George Swanke
. natural’ gas service to be charged to the of.8an .Angelo, Mr, and Mrs,
* resigent;at and commercial consumers i1 the Mike Swanke and daughter of
X s San Antonio, Mrs, John Angle |,
City of ‘Me "Kul, lexas' apd daughter of Abilene,. Mr,
el P S % and Mis, Joe Alves and family
effective’ v inuary o 1977 . of Haskel, Mr, ard Mrs. John
. ‘ . Wilson and sons of Haskel
heé rate schedule is expected 1o furnish ' =y . '
‘ I Jheé rate 5¢ M.ut S exp v Mrs. Cheryl Baird and son
t T.me to send cheery New Y a' «JC _ percent increase in the Company's of Eagle Pass were also here
: 8 i M and others I'm Sure we did.
Year wishes and a very special gross revenues in the City of !Merkel, not see,
YT y ‘, A Statement of Intent has been filed with Thank you Pihky Cypertfor
Hi" ta all our devgted patrons. ' 8 . . the nice box of eandy you
] . . g oI . thé City of Meprxkel: ’ brought the staff
Due to many requests, we shall be open on Sundavs

once In a while and enjoy it
but 1 like being Mrs, J. H.
Wimberly. I do have a nice
husband and | will work when
I'm needed real bad and they
can catch me at home, But
when the weather gets
warmer I think we will be
traveling in that new Midas
Motor Home,

We wish to thank the entire
staff for exchanging days so
the others might be off to be
at home with their loved ones
at Christmas,

We appreciate the R, E. A,
for letting us have the
Christmas party this year for
the staff,

Mrs. Ruth Smith was ad-
mitted to Hendrick Hospital
but was able to come back
to the home after a two-day
stay,

Want to tell you we miss
Granny Bresendine from our
home, As youknow she passed
away but Granny was some=
thing special to every one
who knew her, She was here

Merkel
defeat

Merkel High girls won and

the bhoyvs lost in their contest

at kula Tuesday mght,

. The girls defeated FEula
girls 40-41, Cerh Pat
Penick’s crew broke a 7-7
first quarter deadlock toout=

Score Eula 18-3 the second
quarter and "10-8+the third
pefivd, Eula, held an 18-14
edge the final period, .

Gayle Teaft 22,

a«nr«l -

F'HE MERKEL MAIL
Thursday, December 30, 1976

about 8 years or longer, |
attended her funeral atClyde,
I'he funeral Director passed
the nicest compliment on a
nursing home that can be
passed on to a home, She
was 94 and she was the most
beautiful corpse | ever saw,
He said the reason she looked
so young and beautiful was
because she had had such good
care, no pressure sores any
place, He guessed her age at
70, He said she had received
the best of care, We ap-
preciated that fromanunder=-
taKer,

Come by and visitthe home
and see the people who live
here and see how happy some
f them are and see the im=-
provements the)
HBe sure and come when Open

have made,

House Day arrives,
The Calvary Baptist In-
termediate class came and

the recreation
room and passed out gifts,

Thank you Missie Spurgin,
Midland for the box of candy

girls

sang carols in
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brought to the staff, She
visited her Mother during
Christmas,

Thank you Shery! Sanford
for the nice Christmas
cooklies you made and
brought the home, She is the
nice young lady who used to
hire a baby sitter oncea week
to take her time to come
and do the fingernails for the
ladies, That was 4 few years
ago. She has two children
now but she has never for-
gotten the nursing home,

We have had lots of visitors
during Christmas that weare
unable to think of and no space
to write and lots of gifts that
» e didn’t get down but please
excuse us this time, maybe
everything will be more set-

tled next year and we will he
better organized, We do ap=
preciate what everione has
done for the home but we
can’t get every item down,
Fhanks a lot to all of you.
M4y you have a very good
New Year,

Eula, boys lose

Kandi Ascenclo Cll]’i'
Boone 18 and' Annemdrie
kankin 4 for the Merkel girls,

Coach Tong Mauldin’s boys
lost, 66-54,

Merkel gained a 16-12 first
Quarter lead but the game
was tied 33-all at halftime,
Eula outs: ored the Badgers
13-10 and 20-11 the final two
'quarters for the verdict

Brad pursléy scored

Gilberts Celebrate Annwersa'y

and Mrs, G, C, Ull-
bert celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversar:
Chris tmas Day with a family
dinner at Merkel Countr
Club,

Hosts were their children,
Mr. and Mrs. Don Maples of
Abilene, Mr, and Mrs. Bob
Gilbert of Austin and Mr,
and Mrs, Bill Gilbertof Okla=
homa Citv. Oklahoma,

Mr.

Mr. Gilbert was born
September 13, 1906, in Dube
lin, and Mrs., Gilbert was
born June 1 1910, in Mer=-
kel, where they were mar-
ried December 25, 1926, with
W. G, Cypert, Church of
Christ minister, offic 1ating.

helsaformer
He 1s a Baptist
her

Now retired
stock-farmer,
and Mrs Gilbertis a men
of wue Church of Christ,

Stanford’s Electronics

TV REPAIR

FINISHED & UNFINISHED PLASTER

B. RADIOS

123 KENT

AND SUPPLIES

MERKEL

928-5762

;;-v.:.‘, Riggan 10, Grant \ ure
rell 8, MiKe Sims 6, Kéith
wolf 10 dnd Craig flutchings

3 for Merkel.

The boys are «nlvxwdmtl.r
Hardin-Simmons Universit)
tournament through Wednes-
day while the girls don’t re-
furn to action until January 4
against Ballinger,

Hawley tourney

Trent High School’s girls
boys teams
Thurse-

and
will return
la),

The tw
pete in the

basketball
to acuon

teams will com-
Hawley tourna-
nent,

Art Association

I'he Merkel Art Associa=
ton met December 15 in the
home of Mrs., Ben R, Hicks
for a December meeting and
Christmas party.

Mrs, Pat Nef!, president
held a short business meet
ing. A report was made on the
benefit Art Show that was held
at the Country Club December
4th.

Mrs, Ruth Hogan gave a
review of our yvears work,
In doing so she honored the
1975-76 president Mrs, Ford
Smith Jr, and presented hera
gift from the club.,

Mrs. Ronny Doan, vice=
president, spoke as a reprje
sentative of the new officers
and gave a preview of the
program for the vear,

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY

8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

YEAR Eun SPECIALS

COUNTY FAIR

BREAD.
390

r/, L8 LOAF .

Salt loul

1 BAG 49¢ .

: BAILES :
DOG FOOD
'25' MEAI.

258 cuumt $4.49
50%# CHUNK - $7.98

" $3.69.

s'uceo SLAB

BACON
79¢

L8

OUR DARLING
CREAM . STYLE

CORN
303 CAN .
'3 FOR 99¢

BLACKEYE

PEAS

DRIED
1 LB.

49c

Coca Cola
Seven Up

32 OZ SIZE

29¢

PLUS DEPOSIT

FRESH

TOMATOES
43¢ s

PLASTIC TUMBLERS
FOR NEW YEAR
~ PARTIES

9 OL & 4 OZ SIZE

59¢ PKG

Seven Up
Coca Cola
64 O
19¢

NO DEPOSIT

HAMBURGER
HELPER

19¢

PORK CHOPS
98¢ LB

10# box $8.90

GOOCH
FRANKS
12 Oz PKG

69¢

New Years Eve
_Party Needs

Snack Cheese
Cheese Dips

Dips

Olives
Bog Condy
Mixed Nuts

Snack Crockers
Chips

"COUNTY FAIR

HOTDOG &
HAMBURGER

BUNS

8 COUNT

39¢

GOOCH
BOLOGNA

49c

6 OZ PKG

PJREX LIQUID

% GAL

— >

" -
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WED/DOUBLE STAMP)
THURSDAY & FRIDAY
DEC. 29-30-31 st
WE WILL CLOSE SAT. JAN. Ist
LOOSE LEAF

CAN

%x

WHIPPING
OR SOUR

o .‘}_' ". . |
\ SPRAY & WASH 0[[0 s GAL CRIN
”9 HI-PROTEIN

fils — 1% 434 MK 1) il 78 wf;c:g?
:DRINKS - 456 EGiT wrap Butter EGG J

:TOMATO Juice = 43¢ .. 29¢ MILK = 83¢| NOG
T ;5% 2% FL OUR

EAGLE

:Green BEANS . .. 53¢

¢ UBBY 303.-CS-WK

GOLD MEDAL
9 LB. BAG

WOLF
NO 2 CAN

{Golden Com . . 59¢ 97
PORK &BEANS . ...79¢ §i‘5’AaHm| SNUWDRlF S

. GRIFFIN 300 FRESH

:Blackeye Peas...49¢ =

$ LIBBYS 5 OZ SAUCE  gox

\ 3 ! '
FILLER N
PAPER 200 CT c WITH $10 IN TRADE OR MORe B ..
PKG EXCLUSIVE OF c:cnmss |

BORDEN GANDYS FOREMO

]2:4

ot CATSUP == ]9

\FROZEN FOODS\

:Vienna SAUSAGE. ...63¢ isfs(ﬁfﬁpﬂRN :

CINCH MIXES 15 OZ.
10 OZ.

:CORNBREAD ... 33¢
. PRINGLES wron ;r: g:rv 39¢ e
: POTATO BURCER. = — CHEX

: CHIPS SEVEN-UP  CEREAL .- §5Q¢

DELTA

PATIO DINNERS

GRIFFIN

32 OZ
ASST. JUMBO
: TWIN BO X BOTTLE 29 ROLL
¢ e 6 PACK PLUS
ERENTOCSAters (. . A PRESERVES '
rmom TASTY, MEATY i 18 oz. GLASS
i s

- NEW YEARS TREAT
| Y CASSEROLE

' SkiT  { BEACKEYE
| JOWL } PEAS

47° .29¢1 ;39¢

AM

AVOCADOS tAcH
e @§0 DASH  ...34.19 PENRS ;

= A VEL cidonc: .

= . 03¢ $piis

CHOICE BEEF
WE GIVE

Wamm GIFT BOND
N  STAMPS

GOOCH BR

STEAKFINGERS

CALIFORNIA

LB. ELCOME
FOOD

STAMPS uble on

L T T TN o 8 8 2 S S S 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 A a2 & 2 A & 2 & 2 4

¢

SHOP Wednesday

9 AND with $5.00
SAVE or more

e 2 2 2 2 2 2 3

LB

DECKER
2 LB SACK

PP TOCOIPTLLLILSOSS >

MORTON JELLEY OR GLAZED

DONUTS ™~ B3¢

MEXICAN .. 55¢§
[OPPING ==~ 43

o .'
,GRAPEFRUIT|

TEXAS RUBY RED
x‘ﬂ ' |
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