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Warm Springs to close De

Ri10, Brackettville facilities

San Antonio - Two Warm

Springs Rehabilitation Outpatient

" Clinics - one located in Del Rio
and another located in Brackett-
ville - will close Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 7.

Officials with Warm Springs
Rehabilitation System, who trav-
eled to the affected clinics to make

" the announcement to employees

~ and patients, said patients will con-
tinue to be seen Monday, Febru-
ary 5 and Tuesday, February 6.

These are the only Warm
Springs facilities affected.

Jim Ashbaugh, vice president
of product management for Warm
Springs, attributed the closures to
three key reasons: decreased re-
imbursements from Medicaid and

=other sources; lack of tax support;
and increasing costs of personnel
recruitment and retention.

. “Reimbursements and pay-

~ments from payers, including Med-

icaid, haven’t kept up with the true
cost of providing services and in
some instances, they have actually
decreased,” Ashbaugh said.
“Included in these escalating
operating expenses are the costs
to recruit and retain qualified per-
sonnel. Although we are a non-
profit health system, we are not
tax supported as are other medi-
cal facilities in the area. We sim-

ply do not have any cushion to

absorb the losses.”

Ashbaugh said that every effort
will be made to make transition
as comfortable as possible for the
approximately 25 patients cur-
rently being served by these clin-
ics. Patients will be referred to
other care facilities in the Del Rio/
Brackettville area, he said.

The two clinics employ a total
of 10 full- and part-time profes-
sionals. All will receive priority
consideration for open positions

for which they are qualified within
the Warm Springs Rehablhtatlon
network, Ashbaugh said. He added
that all full-time employees not
transferring to other Warm Springs
locations who have been with the
system for 90 days or more will
receive a severance package based
on their length of service and all
employees’ health benefits will
continue through the end of Feb-
ruary.

“In addition, we will work with
other local healthcare providers to
help place employees,” Ashbaugh
said.

“We are grateful for having had
the opportunity to serve the people
of Del Rio and Brackettville,” he
said. “We leave the community at
a time when we are confident that
alternative services are available
to meet the needs of people with
disabilities. ”

Pictured are construction workers as they work hard to lay the foundation for the new Pico store in
Brackettville. Work began on the new store approximately three weeks ago. Ricky Alvarado, store
manager, says he is looking forward to having the new store. The present Pico store will eventually
be torn down so that the area can be used for more gas islands. The work is being done by local
business MB Construction. Mike Bizzell, owner of MB Construction says he and the crew are work-
ing towards having the new store completed by the beginning of May.

Lions learn about 9-1-1 1dentification

The February 1, 2001, meet-
ing of the Brackettville Lions Club
was provided a very informative
program from Forest Anderson,
who is the 9-1-1 Director, and
Chris Shanks, GIS Database Su-
pervisor, from Middle Rio Grand
Development Council. Forest
spoke first concerning Emergency
Services 9-1-1 Identifying Num-
bers.

Public Safety Answering Point,
known as PSAP, is the location
where 9-1-1 calls are answered.
They serve nine counties with
eleven 9-1-1 centers, nine primary
and two secondary or back up
centers. There are 55,000 ad-
dresses maintained and their re-
sponsibility is to provide 9-1-1 ad-
dresses for rural areas. The prob-
lem is tying the physical address
into the telephone system, so that
the caller can be located by emer-
gency equipment as quickly as
possible.

Mr. Anderson said he is dedi-

cated to public education about this
service through speaking to ser-
vice ‘organizations, health fairs,
and schools. He noted that any 9-
1-1- call that originates in Kin-
ney County ends in Kinney
County. This is particularly impor-
tant due to the increased use of
cell phones.

There are three phases in wire-
less 9-1-1 service. In Phase 0, the
call goes in and the dispatcher
doesn’t know where it comes
from. Phase I provides a display
of the cellular caller’s phone num-
ber. Phase II provides a display of
the phone number as well as the
caller’s physical address.

The goal is to provide signs of
uniform size with registered iden-
tifying numbers to be placed on
the gate or in the yard of rural
homes so that emergency equip-
ment can locate where they are
needed.

Chris Shanks spoke on the GIS
(Geographic Information System)

Garza named to Dean’s List

SWTIC President Ismael Sosa
and Dean of Instructional Services
Gloria Rivera have recognized 143
students for academic excellence
during the 2000 fall semester.

A total of 69 students were hon-
ored by earning recognition on the
President’s List. This academic
honor is bestowed upon students
who maintained a 4.0 Grade Point
Average (GPA) in at least 12 hours.

An additional 74 students quali-
fied for Dean’s List honors. To
make the Dean’s List, students
must be enrolled in a minimum of
12 hours and maintain at least a
3.6 GPA.

“It is always an honor to rec-
ognize the hard work and dedica-
tion of our top students,” Presi-
dent Sosa said. “When you take
into consideration that many of our
students have to balance their edu-
cation with work and family, this
accomplishment is certainly wor-
thy of praise.”

Francisca D. Garza of Brack-
ettville was named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2000 semester.

A total of 1,683 SWTIC stu-
dents were classified as full-time
last fall by enrolling in at least 12
hours.

and gave a fascinating demonstra-
tion on how it works. GIS is a com-
puter software tool that creates and
displays maps. It combines a 9-1-
1- database with a physical ad-
dress. It provides a visual location
map to show where the 9-1-1 call
is coming from and where emer-
gency equipment needs to go.
Chris was able to show several
members of the audience their
home site by entering their name
and/or street name.

There will be an “Address
Day” in the near future. At that
time, county residents will have
an opportunity to be registered and
assigned numbers. More informa-
tion can be obtained by going on
line to www.911planning.com. or
contacting Middle Rio Grande
Development Council.

| Hzgh School students learn

importance of good career

By Michelle Frerich
Contributing Writer

Students at Brackett High
School participated in their first-
ever Job Shadow Day last Friday.
Thirty-two students went out into
the community to 17 different job
sites and shadowed employees to
learn more about particular ca-
Ieers.

Students prepared for the day,
in the classroom, by doing activi-
ties such as resumes and career
exploration worksheets. While at
their job sites, students interviewed
the employees they worked with
to get more of a feel for what their
Jjobs entail. Students learned spe-
cific responsibilities for each ca-
reer, as well as general knowledge
important for any employee. They
also learned social skills, and the
answer to' the all important ques-
tion, “why do I need to know

this?”

The students at Brackett High
School truly enjoyed their learn-
ing experiences.

The businesses who were kind
enough to allow a student to
shadow an employee were: County
Tax Assessor’s Office, County
Clerk, Game Warden (Henry
Lutz), United Medical Center,
Judge Ford, Rio Grande Electric
Co-Op, Kinney County Appraisal
Office, The GiftBox,Kinney
County Wool and Mohair, U.S.
Post Office, Sheriff’s Office, The
Brackett News, Kinney County
Public Library, Fort Clark Springs,
The Aging Center, Border Patrol,
Alamo Village.

Brackett High School would

‘like to thank all the businesses that

helped in Job Shadow Day and
graciously allowed our students to
shadow them on Friday.

Tiger Woods will not be here

The Fort Clark Springs Las
Moras Invitational Golf Tourna-
ment in Brackettville, Texas will
be held March 16th, 17th, and
18th.

Invitations are being sent by the
Fort Clark Springs Men’s Golf
Association to all the top south
Texas golfers and flyers are being
mailed to the surrounding golf
courses. This is the 12th annual
two-man select shot flighted tour-
nament held by the Brackettville
golfers.

The first 200 players who pay
the $100 per man entry fee to reg-
ister for the tournament will be
eligible to compete for approxi-
mately $10,000 in prize money.

Our president stated that Tiger
Woods is invited and would be a
welcome participant, but he is not
expected tojenter.

Bob Walker, the golf course
maintenance Superintendent, as-
sures us the crews will have the
course in the best possible condi-
tion for the tournament.

George Vernor, the pro shop
manager and staff will, as usual,
treat all visiting golfers and guests
in a royal fashion. The golfers en-
try fee covers his lunch on both
Saturday and Sunday, his green

fees and a practice round on Fri-
day if he calls and receives a tee
time. Visitors may also purchase
meals and beverages at the golf
course.

Our members are now solicit-
ing sponsors who make this tour-
nament possible and the huge suc-
cess it has been every year. The
sponsors are merchants, profes-
sionals and individuals who con-
tribute $50 each to support the
tournament and gain the favor of
our golfing members.

The names of all the sponsors
are posted on a large billboard at

the golf course for the entire year
and the names will also be listed

in a thank you advertisement
placed in a local newspaper at a
later date.

Although Tiger Woods is not
expected to be here, the visiting
public or gallery can expect to see
some spectacular golf. Our own
Roy Dyer and others demonstrate
how the top pros play the game
with 300 yard drives, close iron
shots, deadly chips and unbeliev-
able putts.

There will be no charge for visi-
tors and the public is welcome.
You are sure to get your money’s
worth. :

Local residents named
honor students, graduates

College Station - Texas A&M
University has named its honor
students for the 2000 fall semes-
ter, recognizing several thousand
students for outstanding academic
performance.

“Distinguished Student,” rec-
ognizes students who earned a
3.25 to 3.75 GPR while taking at
least 15 hours. Among those rec-
ognized were: Zachry Hunt Davis,
Jr., a sophmore, who is majoring
in General Studies. Amy Elaine
Bader, a senior, majoring in En-
tomology.

Diplomas were awarded to ap-
proximately 3,400 Texas A&M
University graduates during fall
commencement ceremonies. The
degrees were presented at four
separate ceremonies.

Among those receiving degrees
were: Amber Nicole Davis, who
received a Bachelor of Science in
Interdisciplinary Studies, Kathleen
Elaine Hall, who received a Bach-
elor of Business Administration in
Marketing and Jared Ty Shahan,
who received a Bachelor. of Sci-
ence in Animal Science.

Lincoln brings Whitehead Museum to life

By Frances McMaster
Contributing Writer

Patsy Callnan is Rotary pro-
gram chairman for February, and
she started her month off with a
bang by having Lee Lincoln, cu-
rator of the Whitehead Museum
in Del Rio, as a speaker. The
woman has prodigious enthusiasm,
and after the meeting, members
left feeling energized just from lis-
tening to her and her interesting
description of the Museum and all
that takes place on its grounds.

The Museum has such things
as various old farming equipment,
a prairie dog enclosure, a 4,000
square foot barn, a 1915 Del Rio
fire truck, a blacksmith shop, liv-
ery stable, train station and ca-
boose. Among it’s many exhibits

is one of the Seminole Indians, a

replica of the Jersey Lily’s Saloon
and Judge Roy Bean’s burial place,
Dr. Simon Rodriguez’s office,
Border Radio and an Indian room.
In fact, there is actually a travel-
ing Indian exhibit, which can be
taken to schools.

Besides preserving the past for
future generations and teaching
children that “there was life be-
fore Nintendo,” the Museum has
beautifully landscaped grounds,
and a Chapel, which can be rented
for such things as weddings and
graduation parties. It seats 150
people comfortably and has a
maximum capacity of 500 people.

Ms. Lincoln is well known for
her excellent cooking abilities, and
she actually does the cooking for
large and small groups. She “loves
to cook” and cooks for her staff
about once a week.

She told the Rotarians about
how the museum acquires many
gifts, such-as Lily Langtry’s origi-
nal traveling piano. Someone re-
cently gave the Museum a truck
that had to be repaired. It has been
fixed and will provide the trans-
portation which is often needed to
pick up donated objects. Memo-
rabilia from the Second World War
is being requested at present. Any-
one who has such objects they
would like to give to the Museum,
please get in touch.

The Whitehead memorial Mu-
seum is located at 1308 South
Main Street in Del Rio. The tele-
phone number is (830)-774-7568.

If your idea of a museum is
place to see dutsy old objects and
to be lulled into inertia, forget this
museum. This is a dynamic place
to go.

Briefs ...

Arts Council pre-
sents jazz concert

Get ready for an enchanting
evening at the Brackettville Civic
Center on February 23, at 7:30
p-m.

Through the auspices of the
Kinney County Arts Council and
The Texas Commission on the
Arts, “The Rainbows” featuring
Leo “Bugg” Johnson of the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame - “Drift-
ers,” Mr. Harry “Keyboard”
King, Barnabas Smith, and saxo-
phone man Richard Johnson will
be in concert with jazz, and high
energy sounds of yesterday and
today.

Tickets are available at the
FCS’s Adult Center and from any
Arts Council member. The goal
of the Kinney County Arts Coun-
cil is to bring a variety of cultural
events to this area; therefore, a
“free” concert will be provided for
the school children of the Brackett
ISD on February 23.

Fiesta of gems

The Southwest Gem and Min-
eral Society will present the 41st
Annual “Fiesta of Gems” show
and sale in the Morris Activity
Center, Joe Freeman Coliseum,
San Antonio, Texas, on March 23,
24, and 25, 2001.

Admission - Adults: $4.00 each
day. $8.00 all three days.

Children under 12: $.50 each
day 4

(Note: School Field Trip
Groups on Friday, 3/23/2001)

Hours: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sunday
Violin concert

New York City Violinists to
Join The Chamber Soloists of
Austin for Eagle Pass Performance
Friday, Feb. 16 at Moore Hall at
8 p.m.

Two visiting violinists from _
New York City will be joining The' :
Chamber Soloists of Austin in a :
performance at 8 p.m. on Friday, -
Feb. 16 at Moore Hall. :

Sponsored by the Arts Council
of Eagle Pass, pre-sale tickets for
the concert by The Chamber So- :
loists are now on sale at the Eagle -
Pass Chamber of Commerce and -
at Western Communications for
only $3 per student and $5 per
adult.
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m The way I see it!

We recently purchased one of
those Direct TV dish antennas in
the hope that amid the sex, per-
version, violence, profanity, sac-
rilegious vulgarity, and mystical
psychobabble, we could find some-
thing wholesome enough for the
family to watch together.
Opinion/Page 2

® Empowering families

“Mom, I want to go live with
Dad.” Fifteen year old Jessica was
voicing something that every di-
vorced parent has heard.

Ann, had been expecting it.
“Why do you want to live with your
Dad, honey?”

Lifestyles/Page 3

m Making a difference

Three grants have been funded
for BISD! Our grant writers have
been hard at work this past month.
Grants provide enrichment monies
to the Brackett Schools. The admin-
istration and school board try hard
to keep a low tax rate-in our school
district.

School/Page 5
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The greatest invention of all time

But I could be wrong
By Chuck Hall

A little over a year ago, Kathy
Bader asked the question “What
20th century creation has made
the most significant impact on
mankind?” The next time you
see me, give me your Iesponse.

As I pondered the inquiry,
several answers immediately
came to mind. The computer has
to rank close to the top. I guess
the self-winding watch and
sliced bread are also in there
somewhere. The development
of atomic energy, with both the
positive and negative impact,
has to be given some serious
consideration. Transportation
then came to mind. The auto-
mobile, airplanes, trains, rock-
etry and space exploration. Each
one of these developments has

Your Representatives

made a significant impression on
our world.

My dad once told me he
thought the most amazing de-
vice he had ever seen was the
flashlight. When a young man
walked with a kerosene lantern,
in the early morning or late
evening, its swaying motion
caused already frightening shad-
ows to come alive. Once ani-
mated from an indefinable birth,
they moved with unimaginable
detail. Yep, a flashlight has to
rank high on this list, along with
all other battery-operated de-
vices.

Finally we come to my per-
sonal favorite. I can state with
absolute certainty that the inven-
tion that has had the most impact
on my life thus far has to be the
remote control for the TV. But
I could be wrong.
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Television continues to affect self-image

The Way I See It
By Steven R. LaMascus

Against my better judgement,
I have been watching television

lately. We recently purchased
one of those Direct TV dish an-

tennas in the hope that amid the
sex, perversion, violence, pro-
fanity, sacrilegious vulgarity,
and mystical psychobabble, we
could find something whole-
some enough for the family to
watch together. Well, let me tell
you - it ain’t easy.

I am appalled at the things be-
ing aired on television these
days. I have already written of
the obscene show Son of the
Beach, but that is only one of the
almost pornographic offerings.
Now the Fox network is intro-
ducing several more new shows
guaranteed to make your teen-
ager think that he or she is the
only person in the world not
having pre-, post-, and extra-
marital sex with everyone they
meet: The country today is ap-

- parently obsessed with sex. That

is all you see on television. Even
the advertisements are for vari-
ous herbs, vitamins, and phar-
maceuticals guarantéed to im-
prove, enhance, and/or rejuve-
nate your sex life.We are also
obsessed with our appearances,
which probably also relates to
our obsession with sex.
“Don’t like how you look?
Dr. Slice N. Stitch is the best cos-
metic surgeon in the world! Our
world-renowned clinic, Tuck
and Roll, Inc., is good, cheap,
and confidential. Want a face-
lift? A tummy tuck? A nose job?
Implants in various sensitive re-
gions of your body? Contact us
at 1-800-I-LOVE-ME.”
Television and magazines has

destroyed our self-esteem and
our grasp of reality. Most of you
ladies out there do not, and
never will, look like Pamela
Anderson. As a matter of fact,

Pamela Anderson didn’t used to
look like Pamela Anderson.

Neither are you guys going to
suddenly evolve into spitting im-
ages of Brad Pitt. Unfortunately,
or more correctly, fortunately,
we are all individuals. Some of
us are fat, some of us are
skinny, some of us are tall and
gawky, some are short and
pudgy, but all of us are beauti-
ful in our own ways - especially
if we have faith in Christ Jesus.

Why do we continue to seek
perfection where it cannot be?
Because that is what the televi-
sion - in programs and commer-
cials - is telling us we should be.
And it is a bald-faced lie!

When was the first time you
ever heard of bulimia? How
about anorexia? I never heard
of either until television began
to tell us that we could be per-
fect. All we needed was this
magic diet potion, or that
miracle Hollywood diet, or
quick and easy cosmetic sur-
gery, and we could be the beau-
tiful butterfly that had been hid-
ing inside the ugly cocoon. They
have convinced us that if we are
ten pounds overweight, or if we
don’t have a chiseled jaw and
perfect teeth, or cleavage out to
here, that we are less than hu-
man.

Now they are misguiding ev-
eryone about the prevalence of
illicit sex, in whatever format
you prefer. Yeah, all teenagers
are doing it, except you. That’s
what it shows on television,
right? And the teenagers on TV
are never bothered by their par-

ents. In fact, we seldom see the
parents; and if we do, they are
portrayed as idiots who have no
clue what the teenager is going
through and even less compas-

sion for their adolescent tribu-
lations. TV today is immensely

dangerous, and getting more so
by the day. It misrepresents so-
ciety. It misrepresents morality.
It misrepresents the relationship
between men and women. It
misrepresents the family unit. It
misrepresents God. God bless
Dan Quale, Murphy Brown was
wrong!

If you have a TV (and who
doesn’t today?) and don’t moni-
tor very closely what your chil-
dren watch, you are playing
with pure undiluted nitroglycer-
ine. There are things on main-
stream television, available for
all to watch, that would have
been rated R or maybe even X
when I was a teenager. TV
shows like Son of the Beach,
South Park, Strip Mall, Cross-
ing Over With John Edwards,
and others too numerous to
name, are dangerous. They are
capable of warping the thinking
of our children. That is their ul-
timate intent. They play to our
basest animal instincts. We
adults think we are immune, but
we are not. And if we adults are
not immune, what should we
think about our children?

Mark 9:42 - “And if anyone
causes one of these little ones
who believe in me to sin, it
would be better for him to be
thrown into the sea with a large
millstone tied around his neck.
If your hand causes you to sin,
cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life maimed than with two
hands to go into hell, where the
fire never goes out.”

Rep. Bonilla in-
troduces judge-
ship legislation

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Con-
gressmen Henry Bonilla and
Solomon P. Ortiz, co-chairs of
the Congressional Border Cau-
cus, today introduced bipartisan
legislation to increase the num-
ber of federal judgeships along
the U.S./Mexico border. ;

“The need for additional
judges is critical,” said Mr.
Bonilla. _

“The current federal case
load for federal district court
judges is enormous. This legis-
lation is directly aimed at add-
ing a dose of equity to the cur-
rent situation.”

The Southwest Border Judge-
ship Act of 2001 will add 18 fed-
eral judgeships to the Southwest
Border — nine permanent and
nine temporary. Additionally,
the Southern Judicial District of
Texas is slated to receive a new
permanent judge and the West:
ern Judicial District is slated to .
receive two new judges under
the bill.

Senator Kay Bailey:
Hutchison has introduced the
companion legislation in the

United States Senate. .
“The number of arrests for

drug trafficking and illegal im-
migration has risen significantly.
But it makes little sense to have
the arrests if you don’t have all
the other requirements: prison
space to hold the incarcerated,
pre-trial services to ensure civil
rights are protected, marshals to
move them, and judges to hear
the cases in a timely fashion,”
said Mr. Bonilla.

Criminal cases in the five bor-
der courts (Western Texas,
Southern Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona and South California)
now handle 26 percent of all fed-
eral court criminal filings in the
United States. The other 74 per-
cent of federal court criminal fil-
ings are divided among the 89
other district courts. It is pro-
jected that the five border courts
will handle one-third of all cases
within two years.

“The U.S. District Court
judges along the border are car-
rying a heavy burden. In just
five years, their caseload has
increased byl2 percent,” said
Mr. Bonilla. ]

“By providing more judges to
these important courts, we are
providing a better judicial sys-
tem for everyone who lives and -
works along the U.S./Mexico
border.”

The Southwest Border Judge-
ship Act of 2001 must pass both
the House of Representatives
and the Senate before sending it
to the President for signature
into law.

Agenda for the 107th congress includes important issues

Capitol Comment
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison

The 107th Congress’ agenda
is simple and clear: Work to em-
phasize quality public educa-
tion, maintain our economic
growth and global leadership
and modernize our health care
and Social Security systems. We
want to produce results for fami-
lies and children, men and
women, all Americans. We seek
bipartisan cooperation and will
initially ‘focus a great deal of
thought and effort in the follow-
ing areas:

Education: At the upper lev-
els, our universities and colleges
are the finest in the world. Stu-
dents and researchers from
across the globe come to the
United States to study and learn.
But at the secondary and elemen-
tary school levels, we have a
wide disparity of quality and
needs. Of course, our historical
American tradition is for educa-
tional decisions to be sorted out
at the local and community
level, and local property taxes
typically provide most of the
funding for our schools. We
want to ensure that local deci-
sion-making remains para-
mount, and that Washington
does not dictate to local familjes
and teachers how their children
should be educated.

But the federal government
can help in so many ways. Good
examples of this are federal pro-
grams that encourage high
school students to take challeng-
ing advanced-placement courses
and federal incentives for mid-
career or retired professionals to
enter classrooms and teach
where they can make a real dif-
ference. We will work with the
new President to emphasize
these targeted yet flexible ap-
proaches as an alternative to sim-
ply spending more money with-
out results.

Restoring our military capa-
bility: At the Republican Con-
vention, Vice President Cheney
pledged to our military forces
that help was on the way. We can
deliver on that promise by fo-
cusing quickly on military readi-
ness and modernization. While
our forces are the best trained
and equipped in the world to-
day, it is still very difficult for
them to adequately address the
many missions they’ve been as-
signed. We must increase the
size of our force, with an em-
phasis on combat troops and
equipment.

We are fortunate to have as
our partners in the new admin-
istration Vice President Dick
Cheney, Secretary of State
Colin Powell and Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld. With

their support and cooperation,
we can identify the areas which
need the quickest attention and
move aggressively to fix the
problems.

Tax relief: We have passed bi-
partisan tax relief bills in the last
two years, only to see our work
ended with the President’s veto
pen. Things have changed now.
President Bush made tax relief
a major theme of his campaign
and he is preparing to send to
the Congress a number of sig-
nificant measures to provide this
relief. One of those measures
will be to cut tax rates across
the board for.all Americans.
Another will be relief from fed-
eral taxes levied on families
when a loved one dies.

For millions of Americans,
elimination of the federal tax
penalty on marriage will also be
a high priority item, and on
January 22, I introduced legis-
lation to end it. This year, I'm
optimistic we will.

Social Security and Medicare
Reform: Both of these are also
high on our list. We have taken
the lead, with key Democrats, in-
cluding Louisiana Senator John
Breaux, to reform Medicare and
give seniors new prescription
drug and other benefits and op-
tions, while at the same time
putting the program on a sound
financial track to keep it solvent

and available for future genera-
tions of retirees. President Bush
has a specific plan to implement
a medicare prescription drug
benefit, in the context of overall
reform, and I am confident Con-
gress will take up the issue in
short order.

Energy Independence: Fi-
nally, we share President Bush’s
commitment to developing and
implementing a comprehensive
national energy policy. We
should continue our commit-
ment to making our nation more
fuel efficient and to developing
new sources of energy.

We must also explore and
develop new production of the
traditional resources that still
meet the vast majority of our
energy. needs.

We have gone from 36 per-
cent dependence on foreign oil
during the 1994 oil embargo
that nearly crippled our
€conomy to 56 percent depen-
dence today. The alternative to
expanding domestic production
IS a growing reliance on im-
ported oil from OPEC nations
tha}t do not share our interests.
Wl.th new exploration, conser-
vation and tax incentives to the
huqdreds of thousands of small
business oil producers who can-
not survive the boom-bust cycle

w@thout them, we can reverse
this trend.
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Dice, Real to be married

Carolyn Bell Rutherford of
Brackettville, Texas, and Edward
R. Dice Jr. of Pensacola, Florida
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Susan Virginia Dice to
Robert E. Real. Robert is the son
of Cynthia C. Allen of Ingram,
Texas, and Casper Real of Utopia,
Texas. Susan and Robert are 2000
and 1998 graduates, respectively
of Texas A&M University. The

Welcome C

bride-elect works as a medical
entomologist for Harris County,
and Robert works for Rental Ser-
vice Corporation in Houston,
Texas. Their wedding is planned
for June 16, 2001, at the Kerrville
United Methodist Church, with the
reception at the The Farm, in
Bandera, Texas. The couple plans
to make their home in Houston,
Texas.

onoly baby

Zuehl Schafer Conoly, a ‘child
of God, has blessed the Stan
Conoly family by his birth on De-
cember 31, 2000. He was born at
the Uvalde Memorial Hospital and
weighed 9 pounds 12 -ounces.
Zuehl has the greatest brother and
sister, Jacquelyn and Stanford and
feels right at home with all the
household noises including music,
singing, Nintendo, and the weather
channel! His grandparents Papa

Kinney County Sheriff’s Report ......

Monday, Jan. 29

4:50 p.m., Chief Deputy
Johnny Fritter responded to a bur-
glary of a local building on Hwy
90.

Wednesday, Jan. 31

4:15 p.m., A local man re-
quested a deputy to come by so he
could file a complaint against a boy
whom he did not want his daugh-
ter seeing. Deputy Fritter re-
sponded.

5:45 p.m., A maroon 1998
Chevy Lumina was exceeding 90
MPH, eastbound on Hwy 90.

10:08 p.m., Deputy Manny
Pena, Jr., was notified about a
speeding 18 wheeler on Hwy 90.

10:26 p.m., A resident from
Fort Clark Springs phoned the
Sheriff’s Office, requesting an of-
ficer for a domestic problem be-
tween husband/wife. Deputy Pena
was the responding officer.

Thursday, Feb. 1

10:40 a.m., Deputy Fritter re-
sponded to a call for a complaint
on a verbal assault.

11:55 a.m., A local woman
called asking for information about
whether to file a complaint on a
school situation that involved her
son.

Friday, Feb 2

2:30 a.m., On FM 2804,
Deputy Pena reported that the gate
to Kaplan ranch was open.

3:24 a.m., Deputy Karl Chism
responded to a call from the Cline
check point reporting a stranded
motorist 18 miles east of town.

Saturday, Feb 3

9:30 a.m., A man reported that
he found a Nokia cell phone in the
parking lot of a local store.

11:00 a.m., Deputy Pena re-
sponded to a break-in on FM 334
at a hunting camp. The door and
four dead bolt locks were dam-
aged. The estimated damage was
about $300.

2:30 p.m., A local man re-
ported a black dog had bitten his
sister’s back and that he knew who
the owner was. Deputy Pena ad-
vised a city employee to pick up

Panther Cave temporarily closed

The National Park Service has
announced the temporary closure
of Panther Cave due to a rock fall
that damaged the stairway into the
cave. Amistad National Recreation
Area staff expect to be able to re-
pair the steps within a month. The
public will be notified when the

site is reopened.

Panther Cave contains spectacu-
lar examples of 4,000 year old
Native American paintings and is
on the Rio Grande arm of Lake
Amistad.

Panther Cave is approximately
25 miles by boat from the Diablo
East area of Lake Amistad.

Amistad National Recreation
Area headquarters is located on

Highway 90W and is open daily
8am-5pm except for major holi-
days. For more information, visi-
tors may call (830)-775-7491, tune
in to AM 1540 near the lake, or
visit the park’s web site at
WWW.NpS. gov/amis.

the dog for observation. 2:30 p.m.,
Manuel Gomez Rodriguez, 38, of
Corpus Christi, was arrested for
DPS warrants by Deputy Chism.
Rodriguez is still being held.

5:06 p.m., A local woman re-
‘quested to talk to a deputy about a
problem she was having with a
man. Deputy Pena took care of the
situation.

5:34 p.m., Fort Clark Springs
Security reported a minor accident
on Ft. Clark. Deputy Pena was the
responding officer.

9:30 p.m., A woman reported
loud music that was being played.
Deputy Chism responded to the
call.

Spnday, Feb. 4

1:15%m., Deputy Chism re-
sponded to a call, about a stranded
elderly couple, on Hwy 90 east of
town.

2:48 p.m., There was a report
of 6 to 7 illegals at FM 3008 on
Hwy 90. United States Border
Patrol was notified.

Happy 4th Birthday,
Johnathan Garcia. May you
have a very special day. With
lots of love, Mommy, Daddy,
Markey and Adriana. We
love you, Shorty.

1ops in Blue offers free per-
Jormance to area residents

Area residents are invited to a
free, family-oriented entertain-
ment showcase at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday (Feb. 8) in Paul Poag
Theatre. Tops In Blue 2000 is on

Fort Clark members enjoy Duplicate Bridge

By Dianna Daniels
Contributing Writer

Duplicate Bridge was played
Tuesday, January 30, 2001 in the

Gorgas Room at Fort Clark. There .

were eight and one half tables. The
Mitchell movement was used. The
winners in the East/West were: 1st-
Dianna Daniels and Kay Roberts;

2nd-Harry and Margie Jones; and
3rd-Mylo Unruh and Peg
Woolston. The winners in the
North/South were: 1st-Betty
Schlatterer and Bob Barnett; 2nd-
Ann Watts and Ann Malin; and
3rd-Rosetta Pingenot and Tina
Bauguess. There was a large group
there which always makes a fun
evening. .

the final leg of its nine-month, 20-
country performance schedule.
This 30 member all-military
troupe intertwines singers, danc-
ers and musicians into a 90-minute
stage performance. '

Paul Poag Theatre seats ap-
proximately 700 people. Doors
will open to military identification-
cardholders at 6:30, and then to
the general public at 7:00. The-
atre seating is on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Tops in Blue 2000 is cospon-
sored by AT&T and USP&IRA.

Audience members will be eli-
gible to win gifts from both spon-
sors during the evening’s program.

i Bud and Gita Conoly and grand -
daddy Emil “Bubba” Schafer wel-
comed Zuehl to their loving fam-
ily. His Aunts and Uncles and all
his cousins visited him soon after
his birth.” We had the best New
Year’s Eve party this year. Thank
you God for such beautiful, spe-
cial children you blessed us with.

Zuehl Schafer Conoly

Uvalde Arts Council to
present pioneer era musical

The Uvalde Arts Council will
present Quilters, a musical, on the
Opera House stage in February.
Quilters is the story of a pione/r
mother and her daughters that
could be the story of any number
of the families that settled this area.
It depicts life on the frontier; girl-
hood, marriage, childbirth, spin-
sterhood, twisters, fire, illness and
death, with love, warmth and hu-
mor. Quilting and how it sustained
frontier women is the overlying
theme. The stories are illuminated
with music, dance and drama
blended by the “blocks” of the
quilt.

The Uvalde Piecemakers Quilt
Guild will produce the play and
will provide the set, costumes,
props, technical and stage crew.
They have also made the glorious,
brilliantly colorful quilt revealed

at the end of the play. This “Legacy
Quilt” will be presented to a lucky

winner after the February 25 per-

formance.

Tickets for the quilt drawing are
available at a cost of $2.00 each
or 3 for $5.00 and may be pur-
chased at the Opera House, Rel-
ics Antiques or from any Uvalde
Piecemaker. Pieced and quilted
wallhangings used throughout the
play will be featured in a silent
auction in the White Room of the
Opera House. '

Performances will be February
16, 17, 23, 24 and 25. Ticket
prices are $8 and $10 for adults
and $4.00 for children with a
$2.00 discount for senior citizens.
Group rates are also available.
Please call the Grand Opera House
at (830)-278-4184 for more infor-
mation.

Lights are big and bright in Texas

(AUSTIN) “Texas and Califor-
nia share many strengths,” said
Jeff Moseley, executive director
of the Texas Department of Eco-
nomic Development.

“We want everyone to know we
have great weather, we have a
beautiful ocean, but unlike Cali-
fornia we've got power.” Texas
officials, facing deregulation in
2002, cite many strengths in the
state’s energy supply. Texas has
seen 23 new power plants built
since the introduction of wholesale
competition in 1995, another 24
are under construction, and 28
power plants are in the planning
stage.

The addition of new generating
plants will result in excess capac-
ity margin of 23.3 percent by next

summer. nomic Development plans an out- SATELLITE TELEVISION  DIRECTW.
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traffic lights malfunctioning, busi-
ness leaders will want to take a

hard look at infrastructure when
making decisions on where to ex-
pand, Moseley added.

Texas is well positioned to take
the lead in business development
due to its ample energy ‘supply
coupled with low energy costs,
workforce availability, reasonable
housing costs, low cost of living,
and overall excellent quality of life.

The state’s marketing agency
for business development wants to
recruit business expansions to
Texas because the nation’s second-
largest state has plenty of power
and is cited as a “business-
friendly” state. Texas led the na-
tion in the number of manufactur-
ing jobs created over the last de-
cade.

The Texas Department of Eco-

shows," direct mail, and statewide
economic development network.
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: Divorced parents must still take
“responsibility for their children

Empcwering Families
-. By Dr. Donald Smith

. “Mom, I want to go live with
~ Dad.” Fifteen year old Jessica was
. voicing something that every di-
vorced parent has heard.
Ann, had been expecting it.
“Why do you want to live with
your Dad, honey?”
:  “Because there are too many
¢ rules in this house. I can’t do what
: I wantto. I always have to do what
¢ somebody else says,” Jessica re-
: sponded.

* “And you think that your father.

¢~ will allow you to do anything you
: want?” Ann questioned.
A “Sure,” Jessica said, “He never
. puts restrictions on me like you
:; dO &
*  Knowing the outcome, Ann in-
. vited her daughter to call her dad
i with her request and her reasons
and.then waited. Jessica returned
. with a disappointed look. “What
. did he say?” =
i “He said that my reasons are
° not good enough.”
:  Ann continued where she left
off. “He also told you that the rules
: were the same at his house as they

are here, didn’t he?”

“Yes,” Jessica said and turned
toward her bedroom.

Ann followed and the two of
them sat on the bed. Jessica was
crying and Ann took her hand.
“Look sweetheart, your dad and I
both love you, and we decided that
just because we weren’t married
did not mean that we could not
both be parents. In addition to visi-
tation that you have with each of
us, we also agreed on rules of con-
duct and discipline. We promised
each other that we would commu-
nicate and that each would back
up the other when it comes to such
things. You are a very lucky girl
because your dad wants to be as
much a part of your life as pos-
sible. As you get older, your dad
and I will tatk about changing the
rules as you show that you can
handle the responsibility for your
own behavior.”

Even though parents are di-
vorced, they never lose the respon-
sibility to be parents. Children in
such circumstances need as much
of the structure and security of a
two-parent family as it is possible
to give them.

R:e Vista

Family Practice « Total OB Care » GYN Surgery
Dr. Lynn Buchanan

~ Family Practice
: - Board Certified

Located on Fort Clark (old Fire Station)
All Brackettville and surrounding
area residents are welcome.
Wednesdays 9 a.m. to Noon
Appointments: 1-866-4-RIODOC (toll free)
‘ ' (1-866-474-6362)
Walk~ins accepted

“lake your time and
you’ll only need to
pull the trigger once.”

Like his father and grandfather, Johnny Edmondson is a

rancher. His spread is 660 acres, but with irrigation and

improved pasture, he manages to run 3000 head through

it in a year. Coop power, the same power he’s depended

on for thirty years, makes that kind of efficiency possible.

Johnny belongs to a Smart Choice cooperative. What's
“Smart Choice?” We are. We're a’coalition of West
Texas cooperatives committed, to making the right

decision on electric deregulation.

The goal of deregulation is to bring the benefits of retail

competition to the power indus

But so far, in states

such as California and Pennsylvania, reality has fallen

short of the promise, often bringing higher rates and

cven  power Sh()l‘tﬂ £C8S.

The Texas Legislature gives

cooperatives an opportunity to wait and see how

dercgulation will affect Texans.

We intend to take

advantage of that time to be sure deregulation is right for

our member-owners.

Texas electric cooperatives have been providing power

to Texans since 1937. As coops, we are non-profit and

member-owned. To learn more about deregulation

visit us at our web site, or call your local Smart Choice

cooperative.

Consumer of Hill Country Community MHMR
Center keeps highway rest area spic and span

Del Rio/Brackettville/Uvalde -
Texas - “Yes, and before I go off
the air, I would like to thank that
young man at the Highway 90 rest
area between Brackettville and
Uvalde. He fixed my flat tire this
morning on the spot. His name is
Jesus. How about that!” The Del
Rio radio talk show host extended
her gratitude to Jesus Carrillo, a
consumer of the Del Rio Mental
Retardation Services. Carrillo is
in charge of the maintenance and
landscaping of this particular rest
area overseen by the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation.

For the past 5 years, the TxDOT
has played a vital part of provid-
ing jobs to people with disabili-
ties in Del Rio, Texas. Jesus
Carrillo started his work in 1998.
He enjoys being in charge of four
acres of tree-shaded land, includ-
ing a picnic area, the restrooms
and a small storage building con-
taining all the necessary equipment
and tools to facilitate his daily
duties. ‘Carrillo orders all the re-
quired supplies, and is proud of
the fact that he owns a pick-up

truck giving him a certain inde-
pendence and mobility in this part
of the country, where the towns
are sparse and the distances are
plenty.

Carrillo carries a cell phone
that comes in handy for emergency
calls for travelers asking for medi-
cal help or major vehicle repairs.
And soon, when the summer tem-
peratures hit Texas again, over-
heated cars will roll into the rest
area like “little steam engines.”

. This remark brings Carrillo to
a rather personal travel analysis:
“I have been on planes, buses,
boats, and automobiles, but never
on a train. I would like to take a
train trip to Chicago and back.”

Well, Jesus Carrillo is not all
work. He enjoys good food and
dancing and visiting his family in
the North. But yet, he loves to re-
turn to his parents’ home in Del
Rio and to go back to work after
an exciting summer vacation time.
_.And there at the Highway 90
rest area between Brackettville and
Uvalde, Carrillo is very proud of
his daily achievements, and eager

to improve his skills for an even
more independent and fulﬁ!lmg
life in our society. He appreciates
the help of the Del Rio MR Ser-
vice Organization, which is part
of the Hill Country Community
Mental Health and Mental Retar-
dation Center. :

And with a bright smile,
Carrillo has another anecdote: “A
lot of transcontinental bikers from
Canada come through this area. I
just fixed a flat tire for one of them
a couple of weeks ago. They
thanked me a lot and told me that
they would remember me, once
they are back in Canada. Unfor-
tunately, the talk shows on Radio
Toronto can not be received down
here, - if you know what I mean!?”

Carrillo might have been car-
ried away a bit with this statement
or he simply was pulling a leg.

However, next time you are
traveling on Highway 90, stop by
and say hello to Carrillo. You
might want to mention that you are
aware of his radio fame. Have your
camera ready -- Carrillo will be
smiling at you.

Health

The Hill Country Community
Mental Health and Mental Retar-
dation Center provides services
in nineteen counties in Central
Texas with a population of 420,000
residents. There are-ten (10) Men-
tal Health Centers, nine (9) Men-
tal Retardation Centers, ten (10)
Early Childhood Intervention
Offices, and two (2) Administra-
tive Offices.

On a monthly average, services
are provided to more than 3,000
consumers with mental illness,
mental retardation, and develop-
mental delays.

Hill Country Community Men-
tal Health and Mental Retardation
Center is a community-based,
publicly funded, not for profit or-
ganization.

It’s mission statement “To-
gether we will support and assist
people to lead lives in dignity”
reflects the civic, social and pro-
fessional commitment of this or-
ganization.

For further information, please
call (830) 775-1334 or visit the
website at www.hillcountry.org

The life cycle and mechanics of addiction

By Clark Carr,
President Narconon International

Whether or not a person is ge-
netically, biochemically, or other-
wise predisposed to alcoholism or
other drug addiction is a contro-
versy that has been debated for
years within the scientific, medi-
cal and chemical dependency com-
munities. :

One school of thought advo-
cates the “disease concept,” which
embraces the notion that addiction
is an inherited disease and that the
individual is permanently ill at a
genetic level, even if he or she

experiences long periods of sobti- -

the smart choice.

Your Smart Choice Electric Cooperatives.

Big Country Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Coleman County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Comanche Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Concho Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Rio Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Southwest Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Swisher Electric Cooperative, Inc.

www.smartchoicecoops.com

ety.
Another philosophy argues that
addiction is a dual problem con-
sisting of a physical and mental
dependency on chemicals, com-
pounded by a preexisting mental
disorder (i.e. clinical depression,
bipolar disorder, or some other
mental such illness). This view-
point puts forward that the mental
disorder needs to be treated first
as the primary cause of the addic-
tion. '

A third philosophy subscribes
to the idea that chemical depen-
dency leads to “chemical imbal-
ances” in the neurological system.

The fact remains that although .

there may be research data sup-
porting all of these concepts, none
of these theories are absolute.
Based on surveys of thousands of
alcohol and other drug rehabilita-
tion program graduates, we have
a national recovery rate average of
between 16% and 20%.

The message is clear that we
have a lot more to learn if we are
to raise the national recovery rate
to a more acceptable, desirable
level.

In addition to the above three
viewpoints of addiction, there is a
fourth school of thought which has

proven to be more accurate. It has-

to do with-the life cycle of addic-

tion. This data is universally ap-
plicable to addiction, no matter
which hypothesis is used to explain
the phenomenon of chemical de-
pendency.

The life cycle of addiction be-
gins with a problem, a discomfort
or some form of emotional or
_physical pain a person is experi-
encing. The person finds this very
difficult to deal with. Here is an
individual who, like most people
in our society, is basically good.
He has encountered a problem or
discomfort that he does not have
the ability to resolve. This could

include a problem such as diffi- .

culty “fitting in” as'a child or teen-
ager, anxiety due to peer pressure,.
identity problems, or divorce as
an adult. It could also include
physical discomfort, such as a bro-
ken arm, a bad back, or inability
to sleep.

The person experiencing the
discomfort has a real problem. He

feels this problem is a major life -

situation that is persisting, and he
can see no immediate resolution
or relief from it.

We have all experienced such
things in our lives to a greater or
lesser degree. The difference be-
tween which one of us becomes
an addict and which one does not
depends on whether or not, at the

time of this traumatic experience,
we are subjected to pro-drug or
alcohol influences via some sort
of significant peer pressure. The
painkilling or emotion-dulling ef-
fects of drugs or alcohol become
an acceptable solution to the dis-
comfort because the person using
alcohol or other drugs experiences
relief from the negative feeling
associated with his or her prob-
lem. As soon as the addict experi-
ences relief from the discomfort,
he inadvertently attaches “value”
to the drug or drink. It helped him
feel better. Even though the relief
is only temporary, drug or deink
is adopted as a solution to the prob-
lem. This assigned “value” is the
only reason the person ever uses
drugs or drinks a second, third or
more times. From this point for-
ward, it is just a matter of time -
.before the alcohol-drinking or
drug-using person loses the abil-
ity to control the alcohol or drug
use.

No matter at what stage of
“self-control” the person may feel
he is at, once he or she has started
using alcohol or other drugs regu-
larly for their “relief value,” he is
somewhere on the road called “ad-
diction.” Addiction is not the des-
tination. Addiction is the whole
road.

Diabetes is a silent killer

Diabetes is a disease that has
no cure, and there are 15.7 mil-
lion people in the United States
who have it. Each day approxi-
mately 2,200 people are diagnosed
with this disease.

The disease is diabetes and it is

the seventh leading cause of death

in the United States, and the phy-
sicians of Texas Medical Associa-
tion wants you to be aware of the
warning Signs.

There are two major types of
diabetes:

Type I occurs when the body
does not produce insulin, a hor-
mone that is needed to convert
sugar, starches, and other food into
energy. Type II, referred to as
non-insulin dependent, occurs
when the body does not make
enough, or properly use, insulin.

Type II diabetes is the most
common form of the disease, ac-
counting for 90 to 95 percent of
diabetes cases. The cause of dia-
betes is unknown, although obe-
sity and lack of exercise appear to
play roles. ;

As the U.S. population becomes
increasingly overweight, research-
ers expect Type I diabetes to ap-
pear more frequently in younger
children.

Type II diabetes commonly oc-
curs in children who are:

eOverweight: as many as 80
percent may be overweight at the
time of diagnosis;

eQlder than 10 years of age and

are in middle to late puberty, al-
though cases of Type II diabetes
in children as young as four years
old have been documented;

eHave a family history of Type
II diabetes; - '

e Are a member of a certain ra-
cial/ethnic group, specifically Af-
rican Americans, Hispanics, -or
NativeAmericans

Obesity, a contributing factor to
diabetes, is on the rise in the
United States and is blamed for
the high number of children with
diabetes. In the United States about
14 percent of children age 6 to 11
and 12 percent of adolescents age
12 to 17 are overweight.

Obesity is not only caused by
poor eating habits, but also by the
sedate lifestyle that children are
leading. Too often, they entertain
themselves in front of a television
or computer instead of engaging
in some form of physical activity.

People with Type II diabetes
often have no symptoms at the
onset of the disease although the
following symptoms have been at-
tributed to people with diabetes:

eIncreased thirst and hunger;

*Increased urination; ’

eWeight loss in spite of in

creased appetite;

eFatigue;

*Nausea;

*Vomiting;

*Erequent infections, espe

cially bladder, vagi
ik ginal, and

eBlurred vision;
eBreath odor;
eImpotence in men;
*Cessation of menses in
women;
*Bleeding gums;
*Ear noise or buzzing;
eDiarrhea; ‘
®Depression;
*Confusion or Irritability;
*Cuts and bruises that are slow
to heal;
*Tingling and numbness in the
hands or feet.
: Sghool nurses are helping to
identify early warning signs of dia-
betes.

Accgrding to Dr. Stanley Fisch,
a Harlingen pediatrician, “The
Texas Department of Health has
a program called ANTES which
allows school nurses to look for
early signs of diabetes much like
they test school children’s spines
for scolosis.” By identifying early
warning signs, more children are
getting early treatment for a dan-
gerous disease before it gets out
of hand. Parents need to stress
good eating habits to their chil-
dren. :

It is never too early to set chil-
d;en on the course of eating nutri-
tious {cods Jow in sugar, fat, and
high in fiber. :
_ Instead of watching TV or play-
g on the computer, parents
should also encourage their chil-

dren to be physically active and
Play outside.



http://www.hillcountry.org
http://www.smartchoicecoops.com
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School district receives three grants

Making A Difference
By Taylor Stephenson

Three grants have been funded
for BISD! Our grant writers have
been hard at work this past month.
. Grants provide enrichment mon-
. ies to the Brackett Schools. The
administration and school board
try hard to keep a low tax rate in
our school district. We want our
. schools to operate efficiently with
maximum results. Many school
districts have taxed their property
owners the maximum allowable tax
rate in Texas of $1.50 plus any
bonds that they may owe. Our state
government rewards schools who
have high property tax rates.
That’s correct! At BISD, our tax
rate is $1.24. That includes op-
erations and bonds. It’s less ex-
pensive to live in Brackettville than
in most other communities in
Texas.

Christina Sifuentes, kindergar-
ten teacher, wrote a grant entitled
“Play It Safe.” The grant amount
is $1800 for playground improve-
ments. The students in kindergar-
ten will be learning about play-
ground safety, characteristics of
living things and plants that grow
well in our area. This grant has a
community partner, the PTO.
Sifuentes commented, “the teach-
ers are excited about the grant and
the opportunity to serve the stu-
dents at our school.” Sylvia
Donaldson and Bonnie Brotherton
also teach kindergarten at Jones
Elementary School.

Mary Ellen Fuentes and Pam
Melancon wrote a grant called “A
Look Back in Time” which will
focus on the life of a child in the
late 1800s in this area. The main
focus of the grant is to foster com-
munity involvement and to give the
. children and community a sense
of community/cultural pride. Ac-

Spring enroll-
ment record
set-at SWTIC

Southwest Texas Junior College
has set a new record for spring
enrollment.

According to Dean of Admis-
- sions Joe Barker, 3651 students
were enrolled for classes this
spring at various sites across

Southwest Texas..
© “We’re down about 60 from the
- fall,” Barker said, “but we did
- break the spring record of 3,552
students set last year.”

Barker said he is not overly
- concerned with the drop in enroll-
ment from last fall’s all-time
record of 3,713.

. “You never like seeing the num-

bers drop from one semester to the
next, but I’ve been here a loqg
time and spring enrollment is
nearly always lower than the fall,”
he said. “Maybe we can break
that trend in the future, but right
now we’re just pleased to have set
a new-spring record.”

Other official enrollment fig-
ures for the spring 2001 semester
show Uvalde with 1,469 students,
Eagle Pass with 924, Del Rio with
817 and Crystal City with 103.

Figures from other sites aroqnd

the college’s 11-county service
area include: Hondo Torres Unit,
110;- Hondo High School, 53;
Pearsall, 35; Cotulla, 18;<Carri_zo
Springs, 14; Dilley, 13; Utopia,
12; Natalia, 11; Nueces Canyon,
10; Brackettville and Leakey, 8;
Rocksprings, 2; and Sabinal, il

Barker noted that over 700 stu-
dents took advantage of the
college’s phone registration sys-

tem to enroll in spring classes.
“That represents about 40 per-
cent of those eligible to register
by phone and is a 50 percent In-
crease over the fall phone regis-
tration numbers,” Barker said.
“Phone registration has been well
received by our students and ! ex-
pect it will continue to grow.

——————— |
Read the
Brackett News
to find out
what’s going on
in and around
Kinney County.

tivities that the children will par-
ticipate in will include research,
a field trip back to Back Forty at
the Institute of Texas Cultures and
the design of brochures and post-
ers for the Fort Clark Springs Fes-
tival. The children will participate
in live demonstrations at the festi-
val. Teachers participating in the
project are Edgar, Melancon and
Fuentes. The grant is a service
learning grant designed to increase
community awareness. The grant
of $1800 will be used for cos-
tumes, field trips, supplies and
technology.

Paula Renken wrote a grant sub-
mitted to the Hillcrest Foundation
for $80,000. This grant will fund
the purchase of $30,000 in science
equipment and supplies for the
Intermediate School Science Lab.
The lab will be used by all elemen-
tary grades and will convert the
“old high school science lab” to
be a functional science lab for stu-
dents in grades K-6. Also included
was $50,000 for improvements to
the school auditorium. There will
be many improvements made that
include new seats, curtains,
drapes, electrical improvements,
carpeted aisles and a new sound
system. The school district will
partner on this grant for the audi-
torium which is estimated to have
a total cost of about $100,000.
We're grateful to the Hillcrest
Foundation, founded by Mrs.
W.W. Carruth, Sr., and to D.
Harold Byrd for their support of
our schools and community. What
a difference you have made for the
students of Kinney County, Texas!

I’ll write more about these
grants as they move toward frui-
tion. Wow! This is great news for
our community. Thanks to those
who have considered our needs
and to those who took the time to
submit the grant for the school

district.

Willie Clements has resigned
his position as Alternative School
lead teacher at BISD. He has taken
a position at Loraine near Abilene
as a K-12 principal. We wish Mr.
Clements success as he moves into
school administration : His fam-
ily will stay in Brackettville until
the end of this school year. Have a
great week!

7th and 8th grade boys end season with a win

The seventh grade boys basket-
ball team defeated Knippa last
Monday night to improve their
record to 6-5. The high scorer of
the game was Anthony Munoz
with 10 points. Evaristo Villareal
and Brand Wylie showed to be
great defensive players, both hav-
ing a number of steals against the
Rock Crushers. The cubs have
come a long way this season and
have shown great talent. The Cubs

roster consists of Travis Nowlin,
Martin Flores, Brand Wylie, Joe
Steelman, Jose Talamantes, Ma-
son McWilliams, Robby Looney,
Joey Montalvo, Evaristo Villareal,
and Anthony Munoz.

The eighth grade boys finished

the season by beating Knippa 49-
11. Leading the Tigers in scoring
were Oscar Sierra with 16 points,
Mark Kestaloot with 10 points,

Perry’s math initiative is first priority

Governor Rick Perry has made
improved math instruction his #1
priority for public education in the
77th Legislature.

Modeled after the Texas Read-
ing Initiative, which was passed in
order to ensure that all Texas chil-
dren can read by third grade, Gov-
ernor Perry’s math initiative is be-
ing hailed as an innovative ap-
proach to education reform.

If passed into law, Governor
Perry’s math initiative would cre-
ate:

*A master math teacher pro-
gram that would pay an additional
$5,000 a year to fifth through
eighth grade teachers who achieve
expert certification in math. It is
similar to a master reading teacher
program that was approved by the
Legislature two years ago at the
suggestion of then-Lt. Gov. Perry.

eIntensive programs for after-

school and summer school instruc-
tion for students who are below
grade level in math.

eMath academies to train the
state’s 28,000 math teachers in
grades five to eight in the best
available instructional te¢hniques.

*A mobile team of math experts
who would be sent to high schools
where math skills are lagging.

Meanwhile, leaders of the Texas
Democrat Party have been critical
of Governor Perry’s plan to make
sure Texas children are learning
math. In fact, Democrat State
Chair Molly Beth Malcolm criti-
cized the efforts of both Gov. Perry
and then-Gov. Bush in the educa-
tion arena: “...neither Perry nor
Bush seem to understand the real
issue at hand - that we must do a
better job for our teachers if we
are going to have world class pub-

‘lic schools.” (Dallas Morning

News, 01/31/01)

Republicans agree that we must
look for new ways to retain good
Texas teachers, and raising teacher
benefits in a fiscally responsible
manner is a goal that Republican
leadership will accomplish this
session. But the first priority in
education should always begin
with the question: Are our chil-
dren learning?

The Democrat leadership’s par-
tisan response to governor Perry’s
proposal is unproductive and un-
necessary. The difference between

-Republicans and Democrats -on

this issue is that while we agree
that improving benefits for Texas
teachers is a priority, Republicans
believe that our children’s educa-
tion is THE priority.

After all, if educating our kids
is not “the real issue at hand” in
public education, then what is?

and Kody Yeager with 8 points.

The Tigers final record was 11-
2, and they won the Nueces Can-
yon and the Rocksprings tourna-
ments. The 8th grade boys basket-
ball team includes: Tillman Davis,
Kody Yeager, Noe Talamantes,
Cody Robinette, Anthony Munoz,
Rolando Ortiz, Mark Kestaloot,
Brandon Kluzek, Oscar Sierra,
and Whitney Massingill.

Brackett ISD
Activity Calendar

Thursday, February 8

1st GR Parent’s Meeting, Caf-
eteria 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 9

5:00 PM Bsktbl JVB/VB
Three Rivers (H) Employee
flu shots, $5, 10-12:00 & 1-
3:00 Immunization Clinic, 10-
12:00 & 1-3:00

Saturday, February 10
12:00 p.m. V Baseball Del
Rio (Scrim.) (H)

Monday, February 12

8:30 a.m. Boy’s Golf,
Kerrville-Schreiner (T) , 8:30
a.m.Girl’s Golf, Kerrville-
Schreiner (T) 6:00 pm - 7:30
p-m. St. Henry DeOsso
Parenting - Session, Library,
6:30 p.m. Board of Trustees
mtg. i
Tuesday, February 13

5:00 pm Bsktbl JVB/VB
Pettus (H)

Dewhurst announces legislative initiatives to settle school fund land disputes

AUSTIN-Texas Land Commis-
sioner David Dewhurst today an-
nounced that legislation is being
filed to resolve title disputes in-
volving people who had in good
faith acquired land which is actu-
ally owned by the Permanent
School Fund (PSF). The legisla-
tion, sponsored by Sen. Ken

Host families needed for In-
ternational Exchange students

Host families are needed to host

students for the 2001/2002 school
year.

The students will arrive in early
August 2001 and will stay with the
host family for one semester or
until the end of the school year.

They are in need of caring
American families to provide a
home, an extra meal at the table,

and share with them this unique |

experience.

Families need not have children
at home. The students are between
the ages of 15 and 18.

_ § Walt and Richard <

We’ve been watching you and we
like what we seel You’re the cat’s
meowwwww. We want to be your =
Valentines! Meet us at the Lounge

. 1 ? & T :
& L 8. Valentine’s Night! m @

They speak English, are cov-
ered by medical insurance and

“have spending money for their per-

sonal expenses.

The SHARE! High School Ex-
change Program is sponsored by
Educational Resource Develop-
ment Trust (ERDT).

Families are able to review stu-
dent applications and select the
student they feel will best match
their own interests.

For more information, call
Yvette Coffinan at the ERDT
Southwest Regional Office at 1-
800-941-3738.

°

AJ

A

v Gifts of love

'/ Happy Valentine’s
Day Special
from The Giftbox

» Roses and Spring Flowers
» Valentine Balloons in all sizes and shapes
» Candy and Snack gift items

Orders placed and paid for by
Monday, February 12th will
recetve a 10% discount

So come by and pick up that
special gift for that Special Person

The Giftbox
302 Spring St.

563-9134

‘Armbrister, D-Victoria, and Rep.
Robby Cook, D-Eagle Lake, when
passed by the Legislature, will be
in the form of constitutional
amendments to be approved by the
voters in November 2001.

“We want to be fair to fellow
Texans who, acting in good faith,
acquired land which is owned by
our schoolchildren,” Dewhurst
said. “This problem has caused
heartbreak and stress for many
years, and I appreciate Sen.
Armbrister’s and Rep. Cook’s help
in solving this.”

Rep. Cook recently filed two
bills in the House of Representa-

klear]
dereqgulatio
CO-0p IS dO

we do nof face i
problems as Cé

Refreshim

tives to address the problem:
House Joint Resolution 52 and
House Joint Resolution 53. Sen.
Armbrister will file similar joint
resolutions in the Senate.

HIJR 52 deals specifically with
the 21 remaining claimants in
Bastrop County. When, approved,
HIJR 52 will relinquish the state’s
surface interests to the 21 remain-
ing claimants, while retaining
mineral rights for the benefit of the
PSF. In December 1999, 12

‘Bastrop County claimants re-

ceived their land free and clear
when their title companies reim-
bursed the PSE v

Rio Grande Electric Cooperative

TOWN HALL MEETING

February 13 ~~~ 7:00 P.M.
RGEC Office
Hwuy. 90, BracRketiville, TX

ng io

&

areal DQor Prizes!

NC lalest o0
N and wWhe
| INSu
NC same
lifornia.

cnis

HIR 53 is designed to handle
future good-faith claims on sur-
veyed, unsold PSF lands without
having to resort to constitutional
amendments every time. The en-
abling legislation will designate
the School Land Board as the per-
manent, statutory body to resolve
future good-faith claims. As in the
case of Bastrop County, mineral
interests would be retained for the
benefit of the PSE.

“This is a win-win,” Dewhurst .

said. “We’re going to protect in-
nocent people and resolve long-

festering problems, caused mainly
by flawed 19th century surveys:.”

-

-
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f-your
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$6 PER WEEK - 12 WEEK MINIMUM

SOUTHWEST

Service Co.
(830) 563-9256

Visa/MasterCard/Discover

Tom & Anita
Ertle

Hwy 90E
Brackettville, TX

Parts ® Repair
e Storage

Bruce Drlllmg and Services
Pumps Tanks Wells
Specializing in
Turn Key Installation of

trouble free water systems

830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.
Texas Water Well Lic. # 2444WPKL

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE
ROADRUNNER ENERGY &
Call Woody @ 563-9594 or 800-543-2630

(830) 563-2852.
This space could
be yours for $6

a week. Call

563-2852.

MOBILE HI-FI
Window Tinting For RVs & Autos
Security Alarms Car Stereos
% Sprint.
Sprint PCS*”

830-775-6993
606 East Gibbs Del Rio, Texas

Provider

Physmal Therapy

Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road
Uvalde, Texas 78801

Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/Insurance
(830) 278-4426
Se Habla Espanol

d\éss BeV'erage
§

Liquor / Beer / Wine / Premium Cigars

o Walk-in humidifier
Wholesale - Retail .
Grover & Martha Lemarr -in-- o

Owners
2010 Ave. F
PH: (830) 774-4660

rﬁp’ Kmney County Wool & Mohair %@e ;

The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store

*ivestock Feed * Game Feed *
* Hardware * Lumber *
Check And Compare Our Competitive Prices
Brackettville, TX

Mo Frii 830-563-2471 .
8 a.m.-5 p.m. P.O. Box 1010 14
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 Noon W. Spring St.  \.%-

Brackettville Funeral Home|

114 North Street
563-9600

Serving Brackettville since 1914

Manager: Leon Humphreys

; ROOFING SHEETMETAL REMODELING ROOM ADDITIONS STUCCO

AAA
Roofing and Remodeling

No ob Joo JRig or \Smnli

Peter D. Perez -

(830) 563-2617

FENCING CERAMIC TILE

Free Estimates

SHEET ROCK = TEXTURES  PAINTING

Del Rio, TX 78840 |

NotNu Store
NEXT TO CAR WASH

Everything unique, one of a kind
Appliances, furniture, junk,
Treasures, Old, New, Handmade
Great gifts, M & W clothes. :

Open Thu. Fri. Sat.
10:00 - 4:00 -

; LEONA RANCH

OwN PART OF THE
Texas HiLL COUNTRY
$695.00 down,

$136.3‘0 per mo.
(20 AC Tract)

507 S.Ann

P.O. Box 1039 .
(830) 563-2961

Brackettville, TX 78832

Archle’s | tandscaping
and

Lawn Maintenance

Experienced - Professional
Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems
563-5102
Archie and Jill Woodson

HAMSTER ALLEY by Polly Keener

Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876

101 East Spring Street  P.O. Box 976 s§W%
Brackettville, TX 78832 : 155

Stock Medicines
Ranch Supplies g
Ammunition IS

General Hardware
Pipes & Fencing
Paint

Phone 830- 563-2528

SUZY Q by Elena Steier

WHATS YouR FAVORITE || THE LITTLE
PART OF THE BITTY NEWS
Nzwsﬂﬂf’fk’ ; STORIES...

BECRUSE |7~ DRIVES

YOl CRAZY WHEN

I FIND SOMETHING /
You pon'7 kNow.

i Davis Hardware & Ranch Suppiy y
&V

Mon - Thu

12:00 PM -7:00 PM
Fri - Sat

10:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Case Discounts

Convenient Location on HWY 90
830-563-9030

GEORGE by Mark Szorady

Special Orders |

EENCING}

Nat Terrazas
Owner

202 . BROWN
Ph: (830)-563-3325 Brackstiville, TX, 78832
Cell (830)-563-5000

IVADDEITAND

B2 23000 x5 A 23090
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In the grid below, twenty words can be found that fit the category for
today. Circle each word that you find and list it in the space pro-
vided at the right of the grid. Words can be found in all directions--
forwards, backwards, horizontally, vertically and diagonally. An
example is given to get you started. Can you find today's 20 words?

by Charles Cooper

Today's Category:

Items

Found in a Bathroom

ARIES (March 21 fo April 19)
A renewed spirit of energy fills

S

C
E
I

== C SWEE ) T T SR

— ) ) I r=aN ez ST SR =N ()

O > C NMAH®®O® A0 O

ACROSS

1 Most
awful

6 Stuff

10 Piece of
lingerie .

14 Diminish

15 Hit the
ceiling

16 Movie
theater: Sp.

17 __name

18 Lulu

19 Philoso-
pher
Descartes

20 Hardest
to climb

22 __ counter

24 Margins

25 Body parts

26 City in
California

29 Clean the
tub

30 First __

31 Unflinching

33 Hits
forcefully

37 Harps

39 Sorbonne
student

41 Stage
direction

42 Catch

some Z's

44 Like
covered
brick walls

46 Grassy
area

47 Want des-
perately

49 University
officer

51 Milk
ingredient

54 Hollow
tube

55 Orchestra
member

56 Most in-

experienced

60 Clown

61 Respiratory
sound

63 Gunpowder
ingredient

64 Barbara or
Anthony

65 Away from
the wind

66 High school
activity

67 Six-year

termers: abbr.

68 Claim
against
property

69 Schoolboy's

item, once
DOWN
1 Comedians
2 Sad bit of
news
3 Talk with
excessive
enthusiasm
4 Drives
5 Bowling
variety
6 Religious
symbol
7 Partner for
3 Down
8 Stone __
9 Business
deal
10 Doodle
11 Feudal
lord
12 Central
13 House of
Lords
members
21 Ham it up
23 Australian
birds
2567 x 18,
in old
Rome
26 Supporters
27 100 dinars
28 Do a
lawn chore

50 Friendly

Shy = PERJNIC VO S 0O 0R
Bi> 0.x OIS 0SS 0 0.
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20 s R Y
A o o
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

1. Shower gg

you as the week begins. Take
advantage of this to tackle all

end, you are proud of what
you accomplish.

- TAURUS (April 20. to May
20) Despite the temptation,
this isn’t the time to gamble on
the family’s finances. Instead,
come up with a solid, com-
mon-sense plan. Seek the ad-
vice of an expert to help you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
- You’re amazed at what you can
accomplish when you put your
mind to it. Your powers of con-

29 Holey item
32 Popeye's

© 2001 Puzzle Features Synd., Dist. by DBR Media, Inc.

centration are unmatched this

love

34 Part of a
wheel base

35 Appearance

36 Item on
the back of
a baseball
card

38 Parts

40 Like a
haunted
house

43 People on
the front
of baseball
cards

45 Relies

48 Of the
stars

calling him “Regis”?

Tropez?
Santa Claus to win an Oscar?

lion trying to solve?

duced?

51 Places for
earrings

52 Dwelling

53 Defraud

54 Primp Dutch country i in the 1990s?

2. What is the last of a cat’s sense to develop?
3. What French coast claims Antibes, Nice, Monte Carlo and St.

Trivia Time by Walter Branch

1. What former president took David Letterman by surprise by

4. What favorite Christmas movie featured the only portrayal of
5. What 1950 robbery did the FBI spend six years and $129 mil-

6. What 1970s flute- playlng British rock group shared its name
with the 18th-century inventor of the seed drill?
7. In what decade was concentrated frozen orange juice intro-

8. What kids’ TV show was cancelled in Mississippi in 1970 be-
cause it was considered “highly integrated”?
9. What company launched the first clone of an IBM PCin 19827
10. What did Amish teens begin using to get around Pennsylvania

week. Utilize them to the best
advantage.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) Someone close to you is
in an irritable mood. Just give
this person space. Whatever’s
wrong has nothing to do with
you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)
You’re ready to embrace the
new direction your life is tak-
ing. Try to ignore those
naysayers. Some people are
uncomfortable with risk, but
that’s not in your character.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sept.
22) Frustration over a family

56 Delight
57 Explosive

member’s problems reaches
new heights. However, try not

site

58 Religious
group

59 Genealogist's
subject

62 Clay, today

Juanita Rivas
Bill Stout
Agnes Vondy
Robert Wilson

Trivia Time Answers

Rollberblades

1. Jimmy Carter; 2. Sight; 3. The Riviera; 4. The original “Miracle
on 34th Street”; 5 The Boston Brink’s Express Company; 6. Jethro
Tullsd s Bhe 19405 8. “Sesame Street”; 9. Compaq; 10.

(c) 2001 DBR Media, Inc.

Katherine Field
Erika Garcia
Sandy Herman
Samantha Payne
Tony Frerich

Ethel Griffin
Michael Montalvo

Feb:
Feb.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Versie Burnes
Joaquin Davis

to take it out on this person.
What’s happening can’t be
helped.

those tough chores. By week’s.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.22)
You’re not as patient as you

. normally are this week. It seems

your stress level is rising. Deal
with this logically rather than
emotionally.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nowv.
21) You’re shocked at a
friend’s unkind words. Perhaps
it’s time to rethink this relation-
ship. It seems you’re being used
and manipulated.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to
Dec. 21) Events unfolding at
work take a new turn. This |
time, it’s for the better. Over
the weekend, you are able to
put everything into proper per-
spective.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan.

19) Worrymg about money
isn’t going to help. You need
to take concrete steps. Seek out
the counsel of family members.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb.
18) Feel free to indulge in fa-
vorite recreational activities.
This goes a long way toward
helping you recharge your in-
ternal batteries. This weekend,

the accent is on much- needed
rest.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
You impress those around you
with your cheery attitude. It
seems nothing can shake you
these days. This weekend, en-
joy a special family outmg

(c) 2001 DBR Media, Inc.

Earl Love

Regina Pena Boaring Twenties Solution;

Ricky Sandoval
Alfred Pena, Jr.
Dora Goodloe
Dolores Jones
Hector Luna

Jack Schram
Shirley Stephenson
Frances Testman

Alcohol
Aspirin
Bathmat
Cotton balls
Faucet
First aid kit
Gauze
lodine
Make-up
Mirror

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb. 1
Feb.

QR0 NIPE B 03 =

-t

11.Shower cap
12.Sink
13.Soap
14.Tissues

15. Toilet

16. Toothbrush
17.Toothpaste
18.Towsl
19.Tub
20.Washrag
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Allow God to help you hold your tongue

Gateway Ministries, Inc.
By Pastor Charolette Corey

Sometimes less is best. It is so
easy to respond to the aggrava-
tion, disappointment and anger
that people can cause you with
sharp words. Thank God for the
power of the Holy Spirit work-
Ing in you when you are able to
“abide in the refuge of the most
High God,” and not respond to
offense immediately with a re-
tort that would “scald the ears
off a sailor.”

The thoughts may rise; they
may be many, but you are
“more than a conqueror” when
you are able to renounce those
thoughts and cry- out to God for
his help and his peace. He is
faithful to be there for you and
will give you wisdom if you but
ask.

You may feel as though you
are in a physical struggle like
Jacob wrestling with an angel,
but endure to the end and God

will bless you. The nature of

man’s flesh is to retaliate with

speed and finality, but the nature
of the spirit of God leads one on
a path of forgiveness, peace and
inner strength. Yes, I said
strenigth, because it is not being
weak to “put a bridle on your
tongue,” and wait for God’s
love to respond to the
occasion.(Remember,I didn’t
say it would be easy.)

When problems arise it is sim-
ply an occasion to overcome evil
with good. How you do that re-
lies entirely on how much you
are immersed in the presence of
God. If you are sharing your
life with him day by day, mo-
ment by moment (not just leav-
ing him in the church pew) then
his presence will be manifested
in your time of need immedi-
ately. If you only call on him in
time of trouble, you will have to
wait, remove yourself from the
situation, get quiet before him,
and become attentive to his still,
quiet "voice.

Those who walk with him
daily, moment to moment hear
God’s voice just as you hear any

Year of blessings

Frontier Baptist Church
By Dave Crowe

It’s been a whole year, since
I became the pastor of the Fron-.
tier Baptist Church.

It’s been a year filled with
good memories, personal re-
wards and many blessings from
God.

Last January, as we prayed
that God would return brother
Joe Townsend to us, I preached
on “faith” and “hope”.

Early in February, we laid
brother Joe to rest in the Brack-
ettville cemetery.

I had the honor of officiating
his service, along with Rev. Jack
Cash of Waco. .

On Valentine’s Day, I deliv-
ered a sermon on “love”. God’s

love for us and our love for one -

another.

In numerous, articles written
to you, in this newspaper, I have
attempted to challenge you, mo-
tivate you and invite you to at-
tend church services with us or
any church of your choice.

The articles I’ve written and
the sermons that I’ve delivered
in March, April and May, have
asked and answered many ques-
tions. Questions like, “Why you
should go to church.” “Are you
hungry?” “Do you want to be-

come a winner?” “Who is this
man, Jesus?” “Got no pa-
tience?”

In the summer, June, July and
August, I told you, “that you
could trust in God” and “that
you could live a good and fruit-
ful life.’ :

I preached, “that God is wait-
ing”, “so open the doors wide.”
The doors to your hearts.

The titles of my articles, in the
past three months include,

“Looking For a Good Book To
Read?” “Live a Fuller, Happier
Life,” “Is It Really Possible to
Have It All?” “Allow God to
Save You From Fear.” It’s Time
to Wake Up and Smell the Poin-
settias.” = “Jesus  Fulfills
Prophey.”

I’ve told you “that God is in
control.” And I’ve warned you
about “witches, wizards, and
sorcerers.”

In 2001, I will continue to
write to you, preach to you and
invite you to attend church ser-
vices with'us. More importantly,
I will implore you to come home
to God, he is patiently waiting.

If I can help you in any way,
page me at (888)-745-6914.

friend’s voice. Even with
friends, you don’t talk all the
time. There are many moments
during which you are both in the
same manner of thinking, times
in which you just smile at each
other and experience the mo-
ment, knowing the joy and plea-
sure that each other is experi-
encing.

Patience brings peace. “Hold-
ing your tongue” gives Ooppor-
tunity for God to enter the situa-
tion and bring his wisdom and
healing. Of course, it God tells
you to say something, then say
it. You will be able to tell if is
from God when it is motivated
by his unconditional love and
when it draws the other person
closer to God.

I’'ve found that the best thing
to do is to “sleep on it”. That is
not to say to go to bed angry
because ungodly anger is a sin
and anger will end up punish-
ing yourself by making you
physically sick. Instead, tell God
about it, ask for his wisdom, for-
give the person(s), and leave it
on God’s alter. He is faithful to
provide the answer. When he
speaks, the words will be just
enough to get the job done.
Sometimes when he speaks, he
simply tells you to show the per-
son how God loves his children
(yes, he created them t00.)

Check it out. Sometimes less
is best. Stand in faith, rest in
hope, walk in love.

Do as the

St. Johns Missionary Church
Rev. William P. Adams, Sr.

Come now, ye that say, today
or tomorrow we will go into
such a city, and continue there
a year, and buy and sell, and get
gain;

Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the next day. For
what is your life? It is even a

Obituary........

Seven pillars of marriage

St. Mary Magdalene Church
By Lynn McNew

Norman Vincent Peale and
+his wife Ruth were once asked
to share some of their secrets of
staying in love and how ‘their
marriage had grown steadily
stronger in 50-plus years. As we
approach Valentine’s Day, I
want to paraphrase some of their
ideas to share with you.

According to the Peales,
there are seven pillars that sup-
port a good marriage and the
first one is trust. No marriage
can be called a good one unless
there is total trust between the
partners. You have to trust your
partner to be faithful, to be hon-
est, to be generous and under-
standing and kind. And the part-
ner has to be trustworthy in all
-these and many other areas of
living.

The second pillar that sup-
ports a good marriage is the will-
ingness to make sacrifices. Not
Jjust major, dramatic sacrifices—
although sometimes those are
necessary—but the little almost
unseen adjustments where you
change your behavior or your
thinking because it will help or
benefit your partner. Love is
give-and-take, they say, but
when you’re truly in love
you’re willing to give more than

Lord wills

vapor that appeareth for a little
time, and then vanisheth away.

For ye ought to say, if the
Lord will, we shall live, and do
this, or that.

But now ye rejoice in your
boastings; all such rejoicing is
evil.

Therefore, to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth
it not, to him it is sin.

James 4:13-17

Emma Jean Dooley, former
resident of Odessa, passed away
in San Antonio on Thursday,
January 17, at the age of 90. For
nearly 20 years Emma Jean
taught English in Odessa public
schools, first at Crockett when
it was a junior high school, then
at Hood Junior High School.
Claude and Emma Jean were
members of the First Baptist
Church.

Emma Jean and her husband,
Claude Dooley, lived in Odessa
from 1954 until 1984 when they
retired to Marble Falls. After
Claude passed away in 1997,
Emma Jean remained in Marble
Falls for a year before moving
to San Antonio to be near her
daughter.

Emma Jean was born in Red
Water, Texas on January 16,
1911. She graduated from Knox
City High School in 1928 and

from Texas Tech College in
1931 with a degree in English.
Her first teaching assignment
was in Brackettville; Texas.
There she met Claude Dooley,
a local rancher. They were mar-
ried in 1937.

The years Emma Jean taught
school in Brackettville were very
special to her. She loved her stu-
dents and told stories about them
for years. The Spanish songs

and phrases she learned from her
students and her enthusiasm for
the Hispanic culture she passed
along to her daughter, Betty.
Emma Jean is survived by her
daughter and son-in-law, Betty
and Stuart Awbrey of San An-
tonio, her brother and sister-in-
law, Skeezix and Beverly Mar-
tin of Odessa, and several nieces
and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her husband, her
parents, V.0O. and Mae Martin,

and her brothers, Guy Martin,
Harold Martin and George M.
Martin. y

Services were held at Porter
Loring Funeral Home in San
Antonio Monday at 11:00 Janu-
ary 22, 2001.

Our REDEEMER
LuTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
On the corner of
Fort and Henderson

Sunday Worship 9 AM

Sunday School 10 AM
Wednesday

Bible Study 7 PM

Pastor: Nathan Lafrenz
830-591-1614

you take.

Forgiveness. Successful mar-
riages need it and use it all the
time. Not in great tragedies, per-
haps, but in little failings and
shortcomings. And what is for-
giveness, really? It’s offering
the person who has offended a
chance to do better. And then
another chance. And another.
Up to seventy times seven.

What does a pillar do? It sup-
ports something, doesn’t it?
That’s what marriage partners
should do, too. They should
hold each other up. They should
be supportive. All people need
emotional support, as well as
physical support. Sometimes,
we need emotional support
more than physical support.
That’s when a marriage partner
becomes a balance wheel, a
shock absorber, a North Star, a
pillar to hold each other up.

There is a four-letter word al-
ways associated with happiness
in marriage, certainly with Val-
entines, ‘Day. That word is love.
But there’s also a ten-letter word
that is equally important. That
word is friendship. Henry Ford
once said, “He who brings out
the best in you is your friend.”
Emerson expressed the same
idea. “Our chief want in life is
someone who will make us do
what we:can. This is the func-
tion of a friend.” In a truly suc-
cessful marriage the partners
are best friends, who are com-
fortable with each other and
share interests, viewpoints, val-
ues, goals. They like being to-
gether; they feel incomplete
when they’re separated. When
you’re married to your best

friend, that’s just about the sur-
est guarantee of happiness that
this uncertain world has to of-
fer.

Shared fun. Shared laughter.
These may not be the biggest and
strongest pillars that hold up
marriage and family closeness,
but they certainly carry their
share of the load. When our chil-
dren were young, we were like
many young families in that we
didn’t have much money. This
never seemed to matter—we
shared family times when we sat
around the kitchen table, play-
ing games and eating popcorn.
To this day, our three children
like to play jokes on each other
and every time they are together,
they spend time reminiscing
about the great times we shared
when they were growing up.

Love is God’s Presence. Of

all the pillars that support and
sustain a marriage, this is the
strongest—the willingness to
bring God into every situation,
every problem, every-aspect of
living. When we ask Him for
protection for our loved ones,
when we thank Him for our
blessings; when we pray to-
gether as a family, He is there
watching over us. He loves us;
He cares about us; He wants us
to be happy. All we have to do
is ask!
. Lord, on this Valentines Day,
and every day, I thank you for
the great gift of my marriage and
family, Be with us, Lord, in ev-
erything we do.

You are welcome to worship
with us anytime at St. Mary
Magdalene Catholic Church.
God Bless You!

808 N. Ann

Welcome!
Church of Christ

Sunday A.M., 9:30 Classes - 10:30 Worship

Sunday P.M. 1:30
Wednesday P.M. 6:30 Classes
Minister: Ray Melton

563-2616

Sunday Schedule:
nursery provided

Training 6 p.m.

Wednesdays 7 p.m.

First Baptist Church (SBC)

Corner of Ann and Veltman

Bible study for all ages 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - Childrens Church 11 a.m.

Choir all ages 4:30 p.m.
Adult/Youth/Children Discipleship

Evening Service 7 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting

Bus and Church information call

church office at 563-2245
Pastor: R. D. Holloway

ing in the Family

EMPOWERING
FAMILIES

February 12 - Teachable Moments: The Key to Positive Change
February 19- Adult Relationships: The Key to Problem Solv-

February 26 - Encouragement: The Key to Success in School
March 5 - Having Fun: The Key to Happiness and Long Life

School Library
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Refreshments and Child Care Provided

Attend all four sessions and get a free gift
Drawing for a door prize each night

Sessions by

Dr. Donald Smith

UVALDE

BoNE & dJoiNT

CLINIC, P.A.

It's
worth
the trip/

* Arthritis
*Sports Injuries
* Arthroscopic surgery

*Fractures & Dislocations
* Joint Replacement (Knee, Hip, Shoulder)
*Knee, Shoulder, Elbow Reconstruction
*Pediatirc Bone & Joint Problems
*Hand, Wrist, Foot & Ankle Problems

GLoriA GonzaLez Box, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

LASIK
Laser Vision
Correction

e Se Habla Espanol

e Cataract Surgery with lens implant
¢ Diabetic Eye Disease

¢ Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
e Laser Surgery in the Office

e Medicare & Medicaid Accepted

&
Dr. Anita Torres Smith

800-747-2511
or 830-278-2020

Outpatient Speciality Center
1021 Garner Field Rd, UVALDE

830-278-2292

1025 Garner Field Rd.
Uvalde, Texas 78801

Most insurances accepted, including; Medicare/Medicaid, Ben-
efit Planners, TML, TASB, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Workman’s
Comp, Champus/Tricare, Private Insurance.

¢ being provided as a community
i ily Project and
ship by the St. Henry deOsso Family Prc
pa;:)?leers Elfmgntary School at no cost to participants.

For information phone 563-2491 x2 or 563-2285

These sessions ar
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] ADOPTION

NOTE: It is illegal to be paid for any-
.thing beyond medical and legal ex-
~penses in Texas adoptions.

“ADOPT: YOUNG, LOVING couple will
“-give your baby every opportunity life

‘can offer. Medical/legal expenses
“paid. Melissa & Robert, 1-800-613-'
72394,

-ADOPT: YOUR BABY will be raised
:with love, laughter and all' the op-
< portunities life can offer. Medical/le-
~gal expenses paid. Barbara & Chris-
~topher, 1-800-595-6976.

# BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

-ABSOLUTE GOLD MINE! Nothing
~down. Established York Mint routes
-.with 22 locations. EZ 6-8 hour/week.
~No selling. Net $52k yearly (approxi-
mately). Minimum investment
.$4,000. Toll free 1-866-250-2610.

5 DRIVERS WANTED

: ACCELERATE YOUR FUTURE, run
: western or 48 states. Glass/heavy
: haul 3 years OTR/ 1 year flatbed ex-
: perience. Combined Transport 1-800-
£ 259, L OLRENNIIT SUE RIS

: www.combinedtransport.com.

: COMPANY PAID CDL training & first
: year income $35K - Stevens Trans-
: port 4 OTR drivers wanted! Non-ex-
: perienced or experienced, 1-800-
:333-8595. EOE.

: DRIVER: COVENANT TRANSPORT *
: Coast to coast runs * Teams start
‘up to 46 cpm * $1,000 sign-on bo-
‘nus for experienced company driv-
! ers. For experienced drivers, 1-800-
441-4394; owner/operators 1-877-
:848-6615. For graduate students 1-
: 800-338-6428.

' DRIVER - IT PAYS to start with us.
i Call SRT today 1-877-244-7293 or
¢ 1-877-BIG-PAYDAY *Great pay *Paid
i weekly *Excellent benefits *New
‘ equipment *$1,250 sign-on bonus
i *Student graduates welcome. South-
: ern Refrigerated Transport.”

: DRIVERS 2-DAY ORIENTATION .
i Great pay, miles, support staff. Home
: at your request. Class A CDL re-
i quired. We'll be there for you. Conti-
: nental Express, 1-800-727-4374.

: DRIVERS: ALLIED VAN Lines has
: openings in electronics and trade
: shows. Class A CDL with 1 year OTR
: experience. Tractor purchase avail-
: able. Call 1-800-634-2200, Dept.
i ATXS.
! DRIVERS - CFl HIRING OTR drivers
i company/student/owner operators.
¢ Company with one year experience
“start at $.32 cpm. Owner/Operators
start at $.86 all miles (w/fuel sur-
charge). Also ask about our 2-week
spouse training program in an auto-
matic transmission truck. Call 1-800-
CFI-DRIVE.

SWIFT TRANSPORTATION -:INC.
Drivers and Owner/Operators wanted
for various runs. CDL training avail-
able. Tuition reimbursement up to
$5,000. (EOE-m/f),
www.swifttrans.com. 1-800-284-
8785.

MILES - MONEY - RESPECT - Owner
operators 94cpm. Includes a fuel
surcharg *Ask about our sign-on
bonus * Now accepting small fleets
*Drop/unloading/layover pay *Paid
base plates/permits/tolls. Must have
2 years OTR experience. 1-800-423-
6939, www.otrx.com.

DRIVERS - INTERSTATE LEASING.
Drivers and Owner/Operators wanted
for various runs. CDL training avail-
able. Tuition reimbursement up to
$3,000. (EOE-m/f),
www.swifttrans.com. 1-800-227-
6751.

DRIVERS - OWNER/OPERATOR’S,
flatbed - dry box. Say “no” to low
pay and low miles! Say “yes”. to
Smithway Motor Xpress. Great pay,
miles and home time. 1-800-952-
8901.

DRIVERS: OWNER/OPERATORS,
Fleetwood Transportation is now
leasing. Great lease package, we can
help keep you loaded. Also need
company drivers. 1-888-276-9923,
www.ftwd.net.

DRIVERS WANTED . FOR SALE

DRIVERS: SOLOS UP to .45cpm,
teams up to .41cpm. Contractors
.81cpm all miles. Lease options avail-
able (no money down), fuel incen-
tives and more! Call Burlington Mo-
tor Carriers, 1-800-583-9504.

OTR DRIVER - MARTEN Transport
Ltd. Can pay you with one year plus
experience, 33cpm. Call 1-800-395-
3331, www.marten.com.

DRIVERS NEEDED. LOOK! Get your
CDL and a great job. No money out
of your pocket, if qualified. Earn up
to $800 or more. 1-800-301-6759.
Ref. # 3008.

CDL/OTR DRIVERS choice *Solos to
35 cpm *Teams to 46 cpm *Owner/
operators to 90 cpm *Excellent
lease/purchase *Full benefits *Home
weekly some areas. Call Big Lou, 1-
888-747-3447.

DRIVERS-OWNER/OPERATORS: Run
regional. Home weekly! Paid: Base
plate, permits, fuel taxes. 81 cpm.
Loaded and empty plus fuel sur-
charge. 1-800-454-2887. Arnold
Transportation.

DRIVERS: NORTH AMERICAN Van
Lines has openings in logistics, relo-
cation, blanket wrap and flatbed
fleets. Minimum of 3 months OTR
experience required. Tractor purchase
available. Call 1-800-348-2147,
Dept. TXS.

DRIVER TRAINING

A $35,000 PER YEAR career! C.R.
England needs driver trainees. 15 day
CDL training. Housing/meals in-
cluded. No upfront $$$. Tractor
Trailer Training. 1-888-781-8556.

LAND FOR SALE

A FREE LIST. Affordable hunting
ranches, 50-100-250 acres or more.
Trophy whitetail, 5 deer limit, lowest
prices. E-Z terms! Call toll-free, 1-
866-389-5263.

- MISCELLANEOUS

COORDINATOR - OPPORTUNITY TO
work with international students and
local families as a CCl Area Repre-
sentative, a non-profit student ex-
change program. Supplemental in-
come. Call: 1-800-605-2341.

PAYING TOO MUCH for your term
life insurance? To see if you are, visit
our website at hslinsurnce.com. Call
HSL Insurance at 1-888-440-4915
for lowest rates nationwide.

TIMESHARE RESALES. THE most
effective way to buy, sell or rent! No
commissions! Closing & financing
provided. Free information. 1-888-
997-6668.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BE DEBT FREE - years sooner! Low
payments. Reduce interest. Stop late
fees. Stop collectors. Family credit
counseling. Non-profit Christian
agency. Se hablo Espanol. Recorded
message: 1-800-729-7964. Free
quote. www.familycredit.org.

CREDIT CARD DEBT? Avoid
banckruptcy. *Stop collection calls.
*Cut finance charges. *Cut pay-
ments up to 50%. Debt consolida-
tion. Fast approval. No credit check.
Call 1-800-270-9894.

FOR SALE

FT. CLARK SPRINGS RV lot in unit
14, for sale - concrete pad, metal
cover, storage shed, all utility con-
nections. Will sell for $7,000. Call
(830)-775-9863 in Del Rio.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/Week-
ends, Complimentary facials, prod-
ucts, etc.

AMAZINGLY LOW PRICES - Wolff
Tanning Beds. Buy factory direct.
Excellent service, flexible financing
available. Home/commercial units.
Free color catalog. Call today, 1-800-
842-1310.

TIME: 10:00 AM
LOCATION:

2.1991

"CONTACT:

(830) 563-2788

LK. BURGESS
"KINNEY COUNTY SHERIFF
.BRACKETTVILLE, TEXAS

PUBLIC AUCTION
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES
BY KINNEY COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S OFFICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION
SEIZED AND FORFEITED VEHICLES

- DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2001

KINNEY COUNTY CIVIC CENTER
200 EAST SPRING STREET
BRACKETTVILLE, TEXAS 78832
‘1. 1987 4-DOOR HONDA ACURA

DODGE CARAVAN

3. 1996 DODGE DAKOTA PK

TERMS OF SALE:
CASH / CASHIERS CHECK / MONEY ORDER

VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AS IS WITH NO
GUARANTEES OF ANY KIND, FOR INFORMATION

KINNEY COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE

SIGNED THIS 1ST DAY OF FEBRUARY 2001

ARCH STEEL BUILDINGS inventory
clearance! Huge savings! 2000 steel
prices while supplies last! 25x34,
30x40, 52x128. Great workshops/
garages. Call 1-800-341-7007,
www.steelmasterusa.com.

STEEL BUILDINGS - MUST sell two
steel buildings from cancellation, one
is 40x40 - brand new, never erected,
will sell for balance owed. Call Danny
at 1-800-552-8504.

FOR SALE
Brackett Car Wash
Excellent income property

563-2398

GARAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE SATURDAY, February’

10, 8 a.m. #6 Sunset Lane, FCS, (be-
hind Wainwright house) lawn equip-
ment, furniture, household items, etc.

MULTI - FAMILY GARAGE sale, Sat.
Feb. 10th 8:00 a.m. to ? Corner of
Spring and Beaumont.

MULTI-FAMILY YARD sale, 510 West
Spring St., Saturday, Feb. 10, 8 AM
to ?

HELP WANTED

WANTED ADVERTISING SALES per-
son call the Brackett News 1-830-
563-2852 for application.

HOMEWORKERS NEEDED $635
weekly processing mail. Easy! No
experience needed. Call 1-888-333-
7114 Ext 8140 24Hrs.

AVON - LOOKING FOR higher in-
come? More flexible hours? Indepen-

. dence? Avon has what you're look-

ing for. Let’s talk. 1-888-561-2866.
No up-front fee.

BROTHERS-SISTERS. WILL place 15
new hires, over 18, travel coast-to-

coast, no experience, we train. Phone

- 1-281-876-3606. EOE.

COMPUTER, INTERNET PEOPLE
wanted to work online. $125-$175
an hour. Full training. Vacations, bo-
nuses and incentives. Bi-linguals also
needed. 49 countries. Free e-book:
www.profitpc.net.

EARN UP TO $35 per hour. Internet
travel agency. No experience needed.
Full training. Computer with modem
required. Call 1-888-689-1560 ext.
5073.

PROCESSING CLAIMS FROM home.
$15-$45 per hour! Established com-
pany seeks people. Training provided.
Must own PC. 1-800-935-1311 ext.
235.

HOMES FOR SALE

HOUSE W/ TWO lots, $49,500, 3
br., 1 large bath, 1 car garage, fenced
backyard and storage building. Great
for kids & pets, ph. 563-9596.

1999 PALM HARBOR home 3/2.
New G.E. appliances, improvements.
Setting on 3 lots, (3rd lot optional)
at F.C.S. unit 27. $74,900, 563-
9533. ;

NEED AVON PRODUCTS? For orders
or Books call Kathy Wilson 563-3347
or cell (830) 719-0270.

PACKARD BELL PERSONAL Com-
puter - 486 ES ‘93 Model - disk, CD
Rom, sound speakers, Windows 95

- Disk and CD Rom drives need re- -

programming $300 or best offer.
Small microwave - Sharp Carousel
Half Pint brand $40. 563-3347 or
(830) 719-0270.

DIVE IN!

Dive into MDA, and
learn more about
summer kids’ camps,
family support groups,
and life-saving research.

Muscular
Dystrophy Association
Jerry Lewis, National Chairman
1-800-572-1717

www.mdausa.org

PHOTO PARADE / EDDIE ADAMS
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REAL ESTATE

O’Rourke Realty
Elsa & Paul O’Rourke

830-563-2713
* Rentals Available *
On golf course - 3 bed, 2
baths, 4 year-old house. Ex-
cellent condition $71,900

Facing Las Moras Creek - 4.
bed, 2 baths, 2 story home
$85,000

Facing Las Moras Creek - 3
bed, 2 1/2 baths, large den
$65,000

10 acres on Hwy 90 with
buildings including restau-
rant. $130,000

2 bed, 1 bath, carport,
fenced yard. $28,500

LEGAL SERVICES

ATTENTION: PPA USERS (phenylpro-
panolamine) dexatrim and triaminic
hemorrhagic stroke/ bleeding of
brain. Grossman & Waldman, 1-800-
833-9121. Free confidential consul-
tation. No fees/expenses if no recov-
ery. Board certified. Principal office -
Houston.

REAL ESTATE ]

PRICE REDUCED - 2.84 acres choice
highway frontage Hwy 90 & 131
Brackettville. $50,000 firm. 830-
774-5084.

Steve Stoner will
be in town to
clean carpets

next week.

Call for appointment.

563-2678
563-3362

eNew listing - In Unit 36, 2 bedroom,
2 bath with RV Pad and cover.
T eLarger home excellent for a luxury
AR hunting headquarters. Located on
LAND CO el W the corner of Grant and F.C.S. Road

830-563-2446 830-563-2447 approx. 7100 sq.ft.
#2600 sq.ft. Santa Fe style home in the Oaks, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath,

priced to sell. . .
460 acres, 2 tanks, located south of Spofford. Also many lots in Spofford.

X k%

KINNEY. xxx
COUNTY !

Call for info.

#5300 acres 23 miles north of Brackett Adjoining 10,000 acre Kickapoo

Caverns. Three nice houses, abundant water. sl
eUnit 15, Lot 135, a 2 bedroom mobile home, owner will finance.

LOCKHART REAL ESTATE
DEBBIE TRANT
BARBARA VOSS

screened porch, carport, storage,
oaks!

room.

3/2 Solitare home in immaculate condition, FP, isola;ed master,
stone skirting, all appliances, nice

Metal covered RV lot with furnished efficiency apartment + store

3/2 home in private area, fireplace, jacuzzi tub in master bath, tiled
screened porch, hobby room, storage shed, fenced!
View listings at: www.brackettville.com/realestate

830-563-2997
104 A-E Spring

N La Fortuna Ranct Sales

615 Hwy 90 East

Excellent value!

eBeautiful - 2/2 carport home near the Historical District (FCS)

oLike new 2400 +- sq.ft. 4/3 Manufactured Home on 5 ac. Office,
Fireplace, 16X40 covered porch, well, septic. 2 yrs. Old

eKinney Co. Ranches: 2000 ac. 12 miles west. Excellent improve-
ments, paved frontage, 2 wells, lodge and 2 seasonal creeks.

1825 ac. West: Live creek, home and improvements -

Fantastic 9700 ac. ranch: 14 miles NE (water), also 80 ac. at the
edge of Brackett City limits. + More ranches available.

Phyllis & Les Meyer
830-563-9911

2XL.AS MORAS MASONIC LODGE
meets the 2nd Tuesday, at 7:00 p.m.
School of Instruction meets every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Visiting Brothers are Welcome

Dependency exemptions can help minimize your tax bill

By Lucy Medrano
Contributing Writer

(Austin, TX) Some people will
go to great lengths - and rightly
S0 - to make certain that they take
every deduction due them. Yet
many of these same people over-
look the value of maximizing de-
pendency exemptions. The Texas
Society of CPAs (TSCPA) reports
that, for 2000, each dependency
exemption lowers the amount of
income subject to tax by $2,800.
Here’s what you need to know to
determine how you can make the
most of these exemptions.

Five-Part Dependency Test

A five-part test is used to de-
termine whether an individual may
be claimed as your dependent. (1)
Dependents must.receive over half
of their support from you. (2) If
the dependent is not a relative, he
or she must have lived with you
and been a member of your house-
hold for the entire year. (3) A de-
pendent must be a U.S. citizen, or
a resident of the U.S., Canada,
or Mexico. (4) He or she may not
file a joint return with anyone,
except in certain instances where
a refund is being claimed. (5) A
prospective dependent’s gross in-
come must be less than $2,800 for
2000. (The gross income require-
ment does not apply to a child
under the age of 19 or to a full-
time student under age 24.)

Typically, deciding whether a
member of your household is a
dependent is relatively simple. In
the most common cases, the per-
son is a minor child living: with
and supported by one or both par-
ents. However, in some instances,
where  an extended family lives
under one roof, there may be ques-
tions as to whether certain indi-
viduals qualify for dependency
exemptions. Additionally, you may
be able to claim a person you sup-

port as a dependent, even if they
are not living with you. To help
ydu address these issues, here are
answers to some frequently asked
questions regarding dependency
exemptions.

Q. My two sisters and I sup-
port our mother who lives with
me. Together, in 2000, we paid
more than half of her total sup-
port but, because we split the cost
three ways, individually, none of
us pays more than 50 percent of
her care. Can we qualify for the
dependency exemption?

A. Yes. In such situations, as
long as you each paid over 10%
of total support for the dependent
and together overall provide 50 %

of her total support, you may agree -

among yourselves to have one of
you take the exemption. You can
also take turns claiming the ex-
emption. Form 2120 must be com-
pleted. i

Q. In determining whether I
furnished over half the support for
a dependent, what exactly counts
as support? :

A. Among the items considered
as support of a dependent are:
food, shelter, clothing, medical
and dental care, health insurance
premiums, education, transporta-
tion, recreation, and similar ne-
cessities. To compute the value of
the shelter you provide, use its
“fair rental value” that is, the
amount you could reasonably ex-
pect to receive from a stranger for
the same lodging. You may also
factor in a reasonable allowance
for the use of furnishings, tele-
phone, electricity, etc.

Q. Are there limitations on who
can claim dependency exemptions?

A. Yes, the dependency exemp-
tion is subject to adjusted gross
income (AGI) thresholds. For the
2000 tax year, it begins to be
phased out for single filers with
AGIs of $128,950, joint filers with

AGIs of $193,400, married filing
separately with AGIs of $96,700
and heads of household with AGIs
of $161,150.

Q. Our income has reached the
point where we no longer get the
full benefit of dependency exemp-
tions. Can our son who, is away at
college claim a personal exemp-
tion on his own return?

A. There is nothing optional
about the dependent exemption
rule. If you are eligible to claim
an exemption for your child who
is away at college, the child can-
not claim his or her own exemp-
tion. This is true even if you are
going to lose some or all of your
personal exemptions because your
income is too high.

Q. The total cost of my parents’
support is $28,000, of which they
pay $20,000 and I contribute the
remaining $8,000, which is less
than half. Is there another way of
structuring my payments that
would allow me to claim my par-
ents as dependents?

A. Instead of contributing to the
combined support of your parents,
offer all of your support to just
one parent and have them file
married filing separately. Your
$8,000 would be more than half
of one parent’s total support
($14,000). Be sure you can back
up your plan with checks made
payable to just the one parent.

About the TSCPA

The Texas Society of CPAs is a
nonprofit, voluntary professional
organization representing Texas
CPAs. With a membership of
28,000 and a history of over 85
years, the Society has one of the
largest in-state memberships of any
CPA organization in the nation.
The Society promotes profession-
alism, ethics, and integrity among
CPAs, and is committed to pro-
tecting the interests of the public
and its members.

507 South Ann Street
Brackettville, Texas, 78832
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