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Help requested for Anthrax study [JMC welcomes Briefs ...
pediatric doctor

Ranchers in southwest Texas
are being asked to report recent
livestock or wildlife losses that
may be due to anthrax to the
Texas Department of Health
(TDH) in Uvalde at 1-830-278-
7173 or the Texas Animal
Health Com-mission’s Area 5
office in Beeville at 1-800-658-
6570, so that disease research-
ers can collect tissue and blood
samples for field diagnostic tri-
als and an extensive study of the
anthrax bacteria in the area. This
year, the disease has killed live-
stock and wildlife in Edwards,
Val Verde, Uvalde, Kinney,
Real and western Bandera coun-
ties. Although domestic live-
stock may be vaccinated, there
is no approved vaccine for free-
ranging deer that cannot be run
through chutes for vaccination.

“Several staff members from
the Centers for Disease Control
in Atlanta, Georgia, have trav-
eled to Uvalde to collect
samples for the studies, com-
mented veterinarian Catherine
Tull, who works in TDH’s
Zoonosis Control in Uvalde.
“We need ‘freshly dead’ animals,
that died within the past
three or four hours and have not
started to decompose. Research-
ers can be dispatched quickly
from the Uvalde area to the lo-
cation of the carcass to collect
samples. Ranchers will not be
expected to handle the samples

but are responsible under state
regulations to burn the carcasses
after the samples are taken.

Dr. Tull said sample collec-
tion efforts will continue
through August 3, and reports
can be taken from ranchers
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days. “The researchers will
greatly appreciate the opportu-
nity to collect samples,” said Dr.
Tull.

“The CDC and state human
and animal health agencies, in-
cluding the Texas Animal
Health Commission, Texas De-
partment of Health, and Texas
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic
Laboratory have an interest in
learning more about the occur-
rence of anthrax and the use of
field diagnostic tests,” com-
mented Dr. Terry Conger, state
epidemiologist for the Texas
Animal Health Commission, the
state’s livestock health regula-
tory dagency. “We also are col-
laborating with David Ashford,
a veterinary epidemiologist
from the CDC who is working
to learn more about the inci-
dence of human exposure to the
disease.”

In the outbreak area, clinical
confirmation is still pending on
two suspected human cases of
cutaneous (skin) anthrax after
two ranchers developed skin le-
sions characteristic of anthrax
after handling livestock. She

Governor Baggett re-
counts 19 years of Rotary

By Frances McMaster
Contributing Writer

When a Rotary District Gov-
ernor begins a term in office,
custom requires him or her to
visit Rotary clubs around Dis-
trict 5840. This year’s visit
proved particularly rewarding
when Governor Dick Baggett
and his wife, Miwes, visited the
Brackettville Rotary Club,
Thursday, July 19. The Gover-
nor’s Assistant, Amond Grant,
accompanied them.

The Governor’s area of ex-
pertise is Human Resources and
he is a consultant, speaker,
trainer and author on the sub-
ject. As might be expected, Gov-
ernor Baggett’s address cut right
through the mush of hot-sum-
mer-apathy, called into con-
sciousness the deepest meaning
of humanitarian service, and
inspired members to action for
the coming year. It also filled
them with gratitude for the op-
portunity provided by Rotary to
serve humanity around the
world.

Governor Baggett earned a
Bachelor of Arts in history and
psychology from Texas Chris-
tian University, a Master of Sci-
ence in Administration from
Trinity University and obtained
a Certificate in Human Resource
Management from Southern
Methodist University’s MBA
studies. He has been an active
civic leader and has been in-
volved in countless service or-
ganizations.

His first task in Brackettville
was to award Taylor
Stephenson, Superintendent of
Brackettville School System, ‘a
Paul Harris Fellowship. One
thousand dollars had been given
Rotary International by the lo-
cal club in Stephenson’s name.
The donation will be used in
Rotary’s humanitarian work.
Stephenson is a past president of
the Brackettville Club and has
worked and supported Rotary
for many years.

Baggett then called upon his
wife, Miwes, who spoke briefly
about her role in a project spon-
sored by Rotary. Mrs. Baggett
teaches fifth grade in a school
populated by students from low-
income families. She remarked
that for some of them, the only
meal they could be sure of get-

ting was the free lunch they re-
ceived at school.

She offered these children an
opportunity to. take part in a
project to feed starving children
in other parts of the world. With
heartfelt compassion and under-
standing, these children took
part voluntarily for two months
by contributing what money
they could. Once this started, the
children became involved and
became enthusiastic. The
project lasted for two months,
and the amount collected came
to $48.00. Mrs. Baggett added
with a smile, that $30.00 of that
was in pennies, which had to be
counted and rolled.

These children who know
what it means to be deprived and
have experienced hunger were
encouraged to honor their own
compassion and help others in
worse condition. One of the re-
wards of their participation was
enrichment of their own self-es-
teem.

Governor Baggett spoke of
what belonging to Rotary means
to him. He reminded members
that an organization such as Ro-
tary, made up of business and
professional people, could eas-
ily get caught up with matters of
the mind - planning in particu-
lar. He urged members not to
forget the heart. Then, he re-
counted some of his own expe-
riences during the nineteen
years he has been a Rotarian that
brought home to him the impor-
tance and the value of being a
member of an organization
dedicated to the service of hu-
manity.

When he and his wife were
in California attending the Train-
ing Session for District. Gover-
nors, they met and became
friends with a couple from Ja-
pan. The following day they
were put together with two
couples from Germany.

Baggett said he grew up hear-

ing about the Second World War

from his uncle and father. He
himself served in the Army in
Vietnam. At the training session,
he found himself sitting and in-
teracting with people from
countries who were formerly
enemies of the United States. He
was deeply touched when he
realized the significance of this.
Only one generation later these

Continued on Page 4

encouraged ranchers in the area
to wear latex or work gloves and
long sleeves when handling
livestock, carcasses or anthrax
vaccine. Dr. Tull said ranchers
should seek immediate medical
attention if they develop un-
usual sores on their arms or
hands.

Anthrax is caused by a
spore-forming bacteria that re-
mains dormant in the soil until
activated by periods of cool, wet
weather, followed by several
weeks of hot, dry conditions.
The bacteria rises to the surface,
where it contaminates soil and
grass. Animals, including cattle,
sheep, goats, exotic and domes-
tic deer, and horses can ingest
the bacteria as they graze. By
the time an animal displays signs
of the disease, which may in-
volve staggering, trembling,
convulsions, or bleeding from
the body openings, death usu-
ally follows.

Anthrax outbreaks depend
on the presence of the spores in
the soil and suitable weather con-

.ditions. The outbreaks usually

end when cooler weather arrives
and the bacteria becomes dor-
mant.

United Medical Center Clinic
is proud to announce that every
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

,Dr. Catherine Young is available

to see children for acute prob-
lems as well as physicals and
immunizations.

Dr. Young is Board Certified
in Pediatrics. She attended
medical school at the University
of Texas Health Science Center
at Houston. She completed her
residency in Pediatrics at
Hermann' Hospital in Houston
and completed her Fellowship in
Pediatric Critical Care there
also. She was an Assistant Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics with the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Medical
School in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa, and was the Associate
Director of the Pediatric Criti-
cal Care Unit at Children’s Hos-
pital of Oklahoma. For the last
four years, she has been the
Medical Director for Outreach
Services for Ft. Duncan Medi-
cal Center. Currently, she is the
Medical Director for Kinney

County EMS and for the City of
Eagle Pass Fire Department.

Dr. Young was born in
Laredo, Texas, and. is a
Benedictine Sister from the Mon-
astery of St. Scholastica in
Boerne, Texas.

Pictured is Dr. Catherine
Young, the pediatrician at the
United Medical Center Clinic.

EMS provides free blood pressure check,
welcomes Hollmig as new EMT Basic

EMS Update ‘
By Carolyn Rutherford

Our EMS course is right
“smack-dab” in the middle. Stu-
dents are learning about medi-
cal emergencies, such as heart
attacks, strokes, heat and cold
related illness, poisonings, aller-
gic reactions, and emergency
childbirth. . whew! In case
you’re wondering, this is the
“nitty gritty” of EMS. The next
block of classes covers the blood
and gore -- soft tissue injury.
These students not only learn
about these maladies but also
what to do about them. Once
we’ve covered this next block,.
the students are ready to start
their. internships in the Emer-
gency Rooms and Ambulances.

Welcome Jenny Hollmig,
who has joined our full time staff
this week. She is a Texas De-
partment of Health certified
EMT Basic and lives in Del Rio.
We are so happy to have her
with us!

A lot of folks lately have
asked us about their blood pres-
sure. Blood pressure is the way
the body regulates how much
blood is pushed and how hard.
Actually, the brain regulates this
bodily function. Blood pressure
that is too low is a problem be-
cause the crucial organs, the
brain, heart, and kidneys don’t
get enough circulation to keep
the body working well. The re-
sults of blood pressure that is too
low can be dizziness, fainting,
and general weakness. Some-

Jenny Hollmig, of Del Rio, has joined Kinney County EMS as a

full-time EMT Basic.

Border Patrol agents find bodies

Border Patrol Agents of the
Del Rio Sector recovered bod-
ies of two individuals, and res-
cued another last week. On July
19, agents from the Carrizo
Springs Station located the body
of an adult female near Catarina,
Texas. On July 20, agents from
the Carrizo Springs Station lo-
cated the body of an adult male
approximately 11 miles west of
Carrizo Springs. On July 21,
agents from the Eagle Pass Sta-
tion rescued an adult male suf-
fering from exposure to heat on
Highway 57.

The individuals had entered
the United States illegally by
crossing the Rio Grande River.

Border Patrol officials stress that
the heat and drought conditions
in Southwest Texas are severe
and are not expected to improve
in the near future. Persons con-
sidering illegal entry into the
United States should reconsider.
The conditions are too danger-
ous.

The U.S. Border Patrol is do-
ing everything possible to pre-
vent the unnecessary suffering
and/or death of illegal immi-
grants, but they cannot do it
alone. Citizens are encouraged
to call the Border Patrol to re-
port persons in need of assis-
tance. Call (888) 299-4402 or
(888) 536-4566, toll free.

times, abnormally low blood
pressure is a sign of shock (too
little blood flowing in the body).
If you see someone who is
dizzy, pale, sweaty, and not
feeling well, have them lie down
(if they can tolerate it without
having trouble breathing) and
put their legs up about 8 inches.
This allows the blood that’s
pooled in the lower extremities
to return toward the brain. Then
call us at 9-1-1 because these
folks need to be checked out.
You don’t have to bleed on the
outside to be losing blood or
fluid on the inside.

‘Blood pressure that is too high
is dangerous as well. High
blood pressure (hypertension)
means that your arteries all over,
but especially in the brain, have
excessive pressure from within
and exert enormous pressure
against those blood vessels. If
this condition continues un-
checked, you can suffer from a
hemorrhagic (heavy bleeding)

stroke or a blockage of a cra-

nial artery within the brain. The
results of such an incident (cere-
brovascular accident) can be
devastating because of damage
to the automatic and motor con-
trols inside your brain. If some-
one you know suddenly is un-
able to speak, has weakness on
one side, or just seems unusu-
ally weak, call 9-1-1 because
they need to be assessed at the
hospital. Hypertension and
stroke are two of the leading
causes of death and disability in
our country. You don’t have to
be old to suffer from it. The best
prevention of a stroke is to make
sure to have your blood pres-
sure checked at least four times
per year. There are many medi-
cations available today to help
out with this problem.

If you would like your blood
pressure checked, come by the
EMS station Monday through
Friday 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. and we’ll
be happy to check your blood
pressure at no cost to you!

If you have an emergency,
call 911. Kinney County EMS
business hours are 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Kinney County responds to
emergency calls 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. Our first unit
responds with a minimum of two
TDH certified personnel; other
subsequent responses for. medi-
cal emergencies may be staffed
with less than TDH required
minimum crews. Please know
that in all cases there is always a
TDH EMS certified crew mem-
ber with the patient.

Sports physicals

Physicals will be held on
Thursday, August 2nd, at the
United Medical Center. Girls
will start at 9 a.m. and boys will
start at 1:30 p.m:. Please bring
the physical forms with parent/
guardian signature in the proper
places. If your child did not re-
ceive a physical form in the
mail, they may pick one up at
the Central Office or the Field
House.

Golf tournament

The first annual Brackett Ath-
letic Booster Club Golf Tourna-
ment will be held August 11,
2001, at the Fort Clark Springs
Golf Course. The entry fee is
$30 which includes Mulligans,
lunch, green fees, and refresh-
ments on the course. For more
information please contact call
Candy Hobbs at 830/563-2591
or write to Brackett Athletic
Booster Club, c/o Candy Hobbs,
P.O. Box 1031, Brackettville,
Texas 78832. Please help sup-
port our youth.

Davis on honor roll

Texas A & M University has
named its honor students for the
2001 spring semester, recogniz-
ing students for outstanding aca-
demic performance. The Dean’s
Honor Roll recognizes students
taking at least 15 semester hours
who have maintained at least a
3.75 grade point ratio (GPR) out
of a possible 4.0 during.the most
recent grading period. A second
designation, “Distinguished Stu-
dent,” recognizes students who
earned a 3.25 to 3.75 GPR while
taking at least 15 hours. Among
those recognized were Zachry
Davis, Jr., a sophomore.

St. Louis Day

The 119th St. Louis Day will
be celebrated in Castroville on
August 26. There will be a mass
at 9 a.m. at the historic St. Louis
Church. The festival will begin
at 11 a.m. at Koenig Park.
There will be food booths,
games for children, bingo and
much more: Call 830/931-2826
or visit www.castroville.com.

Weekly statistics

Border Patrol apprehensions
from July 22-26, 2001:

Abilene ...24, Brackettville
..177, Carrizo Springs...278,
Comstock...26, Del Rio ... 168,
Eagle Pass...550, Llano...6,
Rocksprings...3, San Angelo ...
27, Uvalde...82, other than
Mexicans...108.

m The way I see it!

Logic is something that would
appear indispensable in everyday
life. It seems so simple and is yet
so often lacking in our decisions.
When my daughter does some-
thing wrong and gets in trouble
for it I ask her if she knew...
Opinon/Page 2

m Making a difference

We have a full staff hired for
the 2001-02 school year. Posi-
tions have been filled in voca-
tional agriculture and in all
teacher/coaching positions.
School/Page 5

= Empowering Families

“I’ve just about had it with
Jim,” said Cathy. “I can’t com-
municate with him. He won’t sit
down and talk, ever. I can’t get
to his feelings. It’s like I’ve lived
with a man for ten years and don’t
really know him.”
Lifestyles/Page 4
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OPINION

Let the taxpayers rejoice! Some
rebate checks have been sent out

Washington - Last Friday,
millions of American taxpayers
were mailed tax rebate checks
as part of the Bush tax relief plan
that Congress passed a few
weeks ago.

Paul Beckner, president of
Citizens for a Sound Economy
issued the following statement
regarding this momentous
event:

“The Treasury Department
will begin to send out tax rebate
checks to literally millions of
American taxpayers. This much
needed tax rebate is due to
President Bush’s tax relief plan,
which passed Congress a few
weeks ago.

“These rebate checks should
provide an additional boost to
the economy, as taxpayers re-
ceive a few hundred dollars
they can use to purchase items
such as clothing for their chil-
dren as they prepare to go back
to school, or perhaps a new tele-
vision. Some taxpayers may
even choose to pay down some
of their debt.

“Irrespective of what the pun-
dits and so-called experts say,
this tax rebate, and the
president’s tax plan will be good
for our economy because it
gives taxpayers more freedom
over their lives by allowing them

to keep more of their hard-
earned money.”

Peggy Venable, director of

Texas CSE, added:

“On behalf of Texas’ 48,000
members we wish to say thank-
you President Bush and thanks
to those in Congress who
worked to pass this tax relief
package. Without their courage
to stand up for what they be-
lieved was right, Americans
would have continued to suffer
under the burden of high taxes
and bigger government.”

For more about CSE’s posi-
tion on tax relief please visit
http://www.cse.org.

CSE is a grassroots advocacy
and education organization dedi-
cated to economic freedom. For
more information or to arrange
an interview, please contact Bill
Peacock at (512) 472-6478.

Citizens for a Sound
Economy (CSE) is a grassroots
advocacy and education orga-
nization dedicated to economic
freedom. CSE recruits, edu-
cates, motivates, and mobilizes
hundreds of thousands of vol-
unteer activists to fight for less
government, lower taxes, and
more freedom. CSE’s state af-
filiate, Texas CSE, has 48,000
active members.

Big Mama
Cee!

Many married couples
have learned that a joke
can be the shortest distance
between two points of view.
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Logic is often indispensable

The way I see it
By Steven R. LaMascus

Logic is something that would
appear indispensable in every-
day life. It seems so simple and
is yet so often lacking in our de-
cisions. When my daughter does
something wrong and gets in
trouble for it I ask her if she

knew she would be punished for
what she did. Usually she will

answer yes. I never fail to be
surprised. I find it difficult to un-
derstand how anyone can logi-
cally arrive at the conclusion
that they should carry out a
course of action which they are
sure will result in punishment.
It is, as Mr. Spock would say,
illogical. The obvious fact that I
have done the same does not
mitigate the illogic.

That is just as true about
other things. We quite often can-
not take a set of absolute, con-
crete facts and arrive at a logi-
cal conclusion. We allow our
emotions to taint our decisions,
we have pre-existing prejudices
that influence our conclusions,
and sometimes we just don’t get
it. We can take a set of easily
understandable circumstances
and arrive at a variety of con-
clusions. That is why there are
Republicans and Democrats,
Liberals and Conservatives. If

logic really were easy we would
all arrive at the.same conclu-

sions from the same data. But

sometimes the total lack of re-
gard for facts that is displayed
by the rank and file causes me
to despair.

When we have a murder we
scream for gun control as if the
gun acted of its own volition.
When juvenile crime rates go
through the roof we scream that
the schools are to blame. When
we have a natural disaster we
rant and rave that the National
Weather Service is at fault be-
cause they didn’t give us suffi-
cient warning. When we get
killed in a car wreck we blame
the manufacturer because he
didn’t make the car 'safe
enough. If we die of lung can-
cer we blame the tobacco
grower because we smoked two
packs of cigarettes a day.

I’m sorry, but none of the
above are logical. Guns do not
kill people, other people do!
Parents, not schools, are re-
sponsible for the actions of their
children! The NWS does not
cause tornadoes! Carmakers do
not make us drive like idiots, put
on makeup, or talk on cell
phones in heavy traffic! And no-
body forced us to take up a bad
habit like smoking or chewing

tobacco. It is totally insane to
blame an inanimate object for the
shortcomings of humans.

We need to re-establish con-
tact with reality in this country.
Instead of gun control we need
criminal control. Instead of su-
ing tobacco companies we need
to gather up our courage and
simply not smoke or chew. In-
stead of suing the carmakers we
need to drive like reasonable
people. Instead of yelling our
heads off at the school system
we need to evaluate our own
shortcomings as parents. And if
we do not do these things we
need to be logical and accept the
blame for our own faults, be-
cause in the end the fault lies
with you and me.

We have stood back and al-
lowed this to happen by not be-
ing vocal enough. We have al-
lowed a few unreasoning, illogi-
cal, overactive, over-publicized
know-nothings to override our
sense of reality and force their
own skewed priorities on the
whole country. It is our fault for
letting them get away!iwith-it:
And if ‘we'don’t take-action to
correct the problem the demise
of the United States will be just
as much our fault. It’s your de-
cision, but I sure wouldn’t wait
too long to make it.

OUTDOORS

Scorching heat increasing wildfire threat

Scorching summer heat con-
tinues to bake the Texas land-
scape, increasing the grip of
drought across the state and
raising the specter of wildfires.
State fire control leaders fear
that abundant vegetation pro-
moted by winter and spring
rains could fuel dangerous wild-
fires if dry weather persists and
Texans fail to exercise all pos-
sible fire safety precautions.

Portions of the state are drier
now than at this time last year,
according to Tom Spencer, fire
risk assessment coordinator for
the Texas Forest Service in
Huntsville. He indicated that

. average drought index values

for north central and central
Texas, the Rolling Plains and the
Hill Country are significantly
higher, an ominous sign consid-
ering last year’s record wildfire
siege.

People who live adjacent to
or within areas of undeveloped
grass, brush or forest should be
extra cautious with all outdoor
activities that could spark a wild-
fire, said Mary Kay Hicks, state
wildfire prevention coordinator
with the Texas Forest Service in
McGregor. She added that these
residents should quickly take
steps to improve the “survivabil-
ity” of their homes before a
wildfire occurs in their vicin-
ity

The fire prevention coordina-
tor offered several tips to im-
prove fire safety around the
home. Keep lawns mowed short
for a distance of at least 30 feet
around your home and wider on
the downslope side of homes
built on slopes. Remove leaves
and debris from roofs and gut-
ters. Eliminate tall grass and
weeds from around structures

and decks and from under over-
head utility lines. Prune lower
tree branches and remove tall
brush from under trees. Screen
under decks and behind house
vents with wire mesh. Stack, fire-
wood well away from the house.
Keep shrubbery and flower beds
near your home well-watered
and free of dead leaves and
branches.

Texans can also help them-
selves and each other by taking
precautions to keep wildfires
from occurring, particularly
since people cause over 90 per-
cent of Texas wildfires.

“The greatest single cause of
wildfires in Texas is careless de-
bris and trash burning,” said
Hicks. “This is why our agency
supports outdoor burning bans
as a fire prevention tool where
and when drought and. fire con-
ditions warrant.”

Hicks added that where out-

Texan’s water is

By Susan Combs
Contributing Writer

Texas’ population is expected
to double by 2050. And that
means the state’s water re-
sources will be strained by mu-
nicipal demands - especially
during times of drought - if we
don’t take action now.

Today Texas uses 17 million
acre-feet of water annually. That
number is expected to increase
to 20 million acre-feet by mid-
century. It’s clear we must find
a way to reuse our state’s wa-
ter. According to information
provided by the Tesas Water
Development Board’s Regional
Water Planning Groups, 27 per-
cent of the state’s water use

door trash burning is allowed,
use a burn receptacle equipped
with a metal screen or grid and
surrounded by a wide fire break
down to bare soil. She also rec-
ommended that all outdoor
burning be postponed when
dry, windy conditions prevail
and vegetation in the area is dry
and fire-prone.

Other recommended safety
precautions include using weld-
ing, grinding and other spark-
producing equipment well away
from dry grass. Avoid driving
vehicles through tall, dry grass
to prevent hot pollution control
equipment from igniting the
grass. Watch out for rocks or
metal when bush hogging or
mowing. Dispose of smoking
materials properly. Check hay
balers frequently for hot spots
and overheated bearings, and
keep a fire extinguisher readily
available.

often not reused

strategies will depend on con-
servation and reuse to meet wa-
ter needs 50 years from now.
This is significant consider-
ing just over 1 percent of our
current water is reused. In
Texas we have municipal, indus-
trial and agricultural water re-
use. Municipal reuse usually
Jneans using treated wastewater
for manufacturing, golf course
irrigating and cooling purposes.
In agriculture, water reuse can
include collecting surface run-
off in ponds for livestock water-
ing. Reusing wastewater is
promising because it’s a rela-
tively drought-proof water re-
source. It’s also the only source
of water that automatically in-
creases with population growth.

We are not
victims

By Henry Bonilla
U.S. Congressman, 23rd Dist.

Hispanics from all over the
world are assimilating in our
great country. Their population
numbers are at an all time high.
As with most immigrants, they
are chasing the American
Dream and catching it in record
numbers. This is happening be-
cause Hispanics are not victims.

' Each Hispanic, whether born

here or a recent immigrant, rep-
resents an opportunity for suc-
cess as a proud American.

That’s why it was distressing
to read media accounts of a new
“survey” released by the Na-
tional Council of La Raza. The
survey attempts to portray His-
panic-Americans as victims. I
couldn’t disagree more. In fact,
recent studies show us that
Latinos are steadily assuming a
greater role in the social, eco-
nomic and political life of our
country.

The Tomas Rivera Policy In-
stitute has dedicated itself to
studying the Latino population.
Their research reveals that there
is a booming Hispanic middle
class, with good prospects for
future growth. Average Latino
income has almost doubled in
the past decade and the amount
of Latinos with a college edu-
cation has risen almost 50 per-
cent. These numbers prove that
Hispanics are NOT predisposed
to be poor, uneducated citizens.
On the contrary, recent résearch

shows the complete opposite. .

It proves to us that with hard
work and self discipline Hispan-
ics have the ability to achieve the
American Dream.

All too often Hispanics are
portrayed as victims, cowering
in the neighborhoods, waiting
for the federal government to
rescue them. This is simply not
the case. I am a descendant of
Mexican immigrants. Three of
my -four 'grandparents: came

"here from Mexico in the early

1900s. I was born in a housing
project and grew up in the bar-
rios of San Antonio. We never
felt we were victims. My ma-
ternal grandmother worked as
a maid in a downtown hospital
for 30 years. She earned enough
money to buy a home and have
a pension. My father often
worked two jobs to make ends
meet. For a time while grow-
ing up, we even had to live in a
small mobile home in my
grandmother’s back yard. No
problem. Our attitude was al-
ways positive. We knew we
lived in the greatest country in
the world. And we knew that
opportunity existed if we were
willing to go to school and work
hard. i L
~ More opportunities exist to-
day than ever before for all eth-
nic groups. Universities com-
pete for minorities. Financial
aid is more plentiful than ever.
Employers are aggressively
working to diversify. Job train-
ing programs thrive. Advocacy
groups that use scare tactics do
Hispanics a great disservice. By
making Hispanics feel like vic-
tims, these groups prove they
are far out of touch with the
people they claim to represent.
Instead, they should encourage
immigrants and young Hispan-
ics to take advantage of the in-
credible opportunities that al-
ready exist.

The bottom line is that most
Hispanics don’t consider them-
selves victims. So let’s not pre-
tend they do. Hispanics have a
bright future in America. Our
nation will continue to grow cul-
turally richer because of this
growing population. We should
appreciate and celebrate our
culture, but we should not al-
low ourselves to be labeled as
victims. We are just as smart and
will work just as hard as any
other American. I don’t know
about the people who represent
these “professional minority”
groups, but when I look in the
mirror every morning I first see
an American. I'm proud of my
culture, but more proud and
grateful to say I live in this coun-
try.
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Kinney County Sheriff’s Report ..........

Tuesday, July 17

6:30 p.m., Ricardo Rodriguez,
27, from San Antonio, was ar-
rested for Fictious Registration
and Inspection, by DPS Trooper
Tom Wylie. Rodriguez is still be-
ing held.

11:48 p.m., Windows were re-
ported open at the Elementary
School. Deputy Karl Chism re-
sponded.

Wednesday, July 18

9:00 a.m., Gregorio Ruiz, 27,
from San Juan, TX, was arrested
by DPS Trooper Wylie for no
driver license, insurance, and reg-
istration. Ruiz is still being held.

5:10 p.m., A resident of Fort
Clark Springs reported an at-
tempted break in.

9:45 p.m., A resident of Fort
Clark, reported that someone
punched a hole through his door

and tried to get in.
Thursday, July 19

7:18 p.m., A white Honda
Tracker with two males and one
female was reported as looking
suspicious. DPS Trooper Richard
Slubar, Deputy Manuel Pena Jr.,
and the Border Patrol Checkpoint
were notified.

9:00 p.m., A United States
Border Patrol Agent reported a
dead deer on FM 1572. Game
Warden Henry Lutz was advised.

Friday, July 20

2:05 a.m., A man was cited for
Public Intoxication and was re-
quested to appear before the Jus-
tice of the Peace in two weeks.

2:30 p.m., Nicole Price, 26,
from Brackettville, was arrested
for warrants out of Bexar and Val
Verde County by Sheriff Buddy
Burgess. Price posted bond the

same day.

9:30 p.m., Deputy Chism re-
ported the front door to Jones El-
ementary unlocked.

Saturday, July 21

2:45 p.m., A caller made a
false 911 call. Chief of Police
Arnulfo Alonzo made sure every-
thing was ok.

Sunday, July 22

1:10 p.m., Deputy Pena re-
sponded to people locked behind
a gate.

2:40 p.m., A woman reported
a bad smell. A city employee was
advised.

3:30 p.m., An employee from
the City Pool, requested to send a
city employee because the pool
was overflowing.

8:51 p.m., An employee from
a local store requested a deputy.

A short lesson on Texas history

The Daughters of the Republic
of Texas Library Committee met
at the Alamo Complex on July 19,
2001. Chairman Dale Herrick
presided and led the group in re-
citing the Lord’s Prayer.

During the business meeting,
Pat McKelvy, a member of
Uvalde’s Caddel-Smith Chapter,
made a motion, which carried,

that the 6 page pamphlet “Eman-

cipation des Noirs, Politique de
I’ Angleterre” be purchased for
$1,225.00 from Michael Vinson.

This was during the period in
Texas when Charles Wickliff was
appointed by President Polk as a
confidential agent to Texas. The
joint resolution offering Texas
statehood in the Union had been
passed, and the president had re-
ceived information that led him to
believe that the ministers of Great
Britain and France in Texas were
exerting themselves to defeat an-
nexation.

Wickliff was mstructed to has-
ten to Texas in order to counter-
act the contemplated interference

and to urge upon the Texas au-
thorities the desirability of accept-
ing speedily the offer of annex-
ation.

Meanwhile, as it gradually be-
came known in French political
circles that Charles Guizot, Prime
Minister of France from 1840 to
1848, was planning unstinted sup-
port for England’s policy to up-
hold the independence of Texas,
rather than annexation to the
United States, there was a great
outcry in France.

This pamphlet was then pub-
lished in Paris in 1845 to deter
French co-operation with the Brit-
ish, and claimed that their eman-
cipation of slaves only resulted
from a consideration of the con-
sequences to their world trade and
not from any feelings of philan-
thropy towards Blacks. The end
result was the French support for
the recogmtlon of slavery in the
new state in Texas.

Raines interpreted the pamphlet
this way: “The feeling for France
on these questions: let Texas and

Oregon belong to the United States
since they cannot belong to
France.”

The pamphlet will be a valu-
able addition to the archives in the
DRT Library.

Several other less expensive
items recommended for purchase
by the Library Director, Elaine
Davis, were also approved.

Library holdings are acquired
through donations of individual
gifts and of funds for the purchase
of additions. The gift of memori-

als honoring family members and
friends is a valued tradition of the
library. Families of persons so
honored are notified of the con-
tribution, and the gift provides a
lasting tribute to the collections of
the library.

The resources of the DRT Li-
brary are available on an equal
basis to all researchers who abide
by library policies. Much of the
material is rare or fragile, and it
is essential that particular care be
taken in handling each item.

Texas highway-rail crossing collisions increase in 2000

(Austin) - Railroad Commis-
sion Chairman Michael Williams,
Commissioner Charles R.
Matthews, and Commissioner
Tony Garza is urging motorists to
be cautious when approaching any
highway-rail intersection. This
safety reminder came following
the release of figures showing
highway-rail crossing collisions in
Texas increasing for the second
year in a row.

According to the final 2000 sta-
tistics from the U.S. Federal Rail-
road Administration, 388 colli-
sions occurred at highway-rail
crossings in Texas last year com-
pared to 365 in 1999. Texas once
again led the nation in the num-
ber of collisions last year.

“We are starting this new cen-
tury on a discouraging note,” said
Chairman Williams. “Ironically in
our fast-paced, high tech world
when it comes to crossing any
train track, we must recall the old-
fashioned advice our grandmoth-
ers gave us - Stop, look and lis-
ten.”

“Texas has almost 12,000 miles
of mainline track and 18,000 high-
way-rail crossings- the most of any
state in the nation,” said Commis-
sioner Matthews. “That’s why
when crossing a train track, it’s
important to remember that any-
time is train time.”

“Even if you see a train miles
down the track, it’s closer than you
think,” added Commissioner
Garza. “A freight train moving at
55 miles per hour can take a mile
or more to stop once the emer-
gency brakes are applied—that’s
the length of at least 18 football
fields. It’s a deadly game that the
train will always win.”

Williams, Matthews and Garza
noted the 52 highway-rail fatali-
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ties recorded in 2000 represented
an increase from 41 fatalities the
previous year. The state also re-
corded 164 injuries in 2000, down
from 175 injuries in 1999.

Texas counties recording the
most highway-rail crossing colli-
sions in 2000 included: Harris
(43); Dallas (22); Wise (14);
Bexar (13); Tarrant (13); Mont-
gomery (12); Jefferson (11); Webb
(9) and Collin (7).

Statistics reveal that crossing
gates were present in 24 percent
of highway-rail crossing collisions
recorded last year. More than half
(55 percent) of the motorists in-
volved never stopped at the inter-
section before being hit.

Thirty-four trespasser fatalities

were reported in 2000, compared
to 42 in 1999. This represents the
first decrease of trespasser deaths
since 1991.

According to preliminary data
compiled by the Railroad Com-
mission of Texas, 113 highway-rail
grade crossing collisions have al-
ready occurred in the state through
the first four months of 2001.

Through a joint effort with the
“Operation Lifesaver” program,
the Railroad Commission works
year round to educate drivers
about rail crossing safety with
classes held in schools and other
venues statewide. Operation Life-
saver classes emphasize the safety
message of “Look, Listen and
Live.”
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Tomb of the unknown Mason

By R:.W:. James D. Ward
Grand Secretary
Grand Lodge of Texas

There is a “Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier” ... and now Texas
will have a “Tomb of the Unknown
Mason.” .

During construction of a high-
way in El Paso in June 1998, an
unmarked grave was uncovered.
There were remnants of a Masonic
Apron and a Masonic ring with
the body.

Doctor (and Brother) Gil King,
a member of Washington Lodge
No. 1117 was called to investigate
the discovery, and it was deter-
mined the body was a male, about
55 years of age, and it was prob-
ably buried in the 1850’s.

Since no family members were
known, and rather than re-inter the
brother in a pauper’s grave, the
body was offered to the Grand
Lodge of Texas. R:.W:. James
Ward accepted the body and con-
tacted the Fort Worth Masonic

Service Bureau to donate ‘a
gravesite. PGM Joseph Regian is
working on getting a marker do-
nated and engraved and the body
will be. re-buried at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in Fort Worth on Au-
gust 29th at 10:30 a.m. with fuil
Masonic Honors. Many of the
Grand Officers will be present for
the graveside burial ceremonies:

This will be a good time tp
show our support and that the Ma-
sons of Texas truly care for our
Brethren.
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Full staff hired, get kids in-
volved in activities this year

Making A Difference
By Taylor Stephenson

We have a full staff hired for
the 2001-02 school year. Posi-
tions have been filled in voca-
tional agriculture and in all
teacher/coaching positions. The
staff looks like a good one.
We’re very excited.

This week, the foundation
will be poured for the new tech-
nology training building.  This
new building will be used pri-
marily for staff training. Some-
day, we may have distance
learning at night and on week-
ends for adults and/or students.
It will be a major addition to our
facilities.

You can begin to get an idea
about the bleachers at the foot-
ball stadium. They will have
much more room for school
patrons. You’ll enjoy the
change.

Phyllis and I are in Missouri
this week visiting my son and his
wife. Of course, we’ll spend
time with little Taylor (Bubba)

- who is now three years old. He

and I will spend lots of time ex-
ploring and talking before we
return to Texas Thursday, July
26. The humidity will be high
in Columbia, Mo. The comfort

The agony
of Ecstasy

Teen trial use of Ecstasy has
doubled in the last five years.
With its reputation as a safe drug
- one that is not addictive and
can’t get you into trouble, tak-
ing Ecstasy is just harmless fun,
right? Wrong.

Just one month after the U.S.
Sentencing Commission dra-
matically raised the penalties for
selling the so called “safe club
drug,” two 17 year-olds died in
Memphis from taking Ecstasy.
The Sentencing Commission re-
ceived a mandate from Congress
to stiffen sentences for dealing
in Ecstasy and recent research
studies reveal that the drug is far
from the “safe, happy, party
drug” it is promoted to be. It has
some very serious, long-term
effects.

Once only sold in clubs and
at raves, a new White House
Drug Policy Report shows it is
now available in schools, on the
streets and even some coffee
shops. A survey by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices revealed that use of Ec-
stasy by high school sopho-
mores and seniors is up 55%.

The 2000 Monitoring the Fu-
ture Study found that use of Ec-
stasy in the past year by 8th
graders increased by 82% and
use in the past month by 10th
graders increased 44 %.

The origins of the drug make
fascinating: reading: developed
in 1914 as an appetite suppres-
sant, it was later used by psy-
chiatrists to help patients get in
touch with their feelings. The
FDA disallowed further use of
the drug in 1986 after animal
testing proved it caused brain
damage. Then it surfaced in the
clubs and raves as the “feel
good” drug of the nineties.

Erika Christensen, the young
star of the award-winning movie
Traffic, recently hosted a spe-
cial program about the dangers

~ of Ecstasy on PBS.

Rosalie from Chicago was
one of the young people inter-
viewed on the PBS show. “The
worst mistake I ever made was
taking Ecstasy,” she said.
“Yeah, it feels good, but now I
have to deal with a mental dis-
order directly related to taking
Ecstasy. I even attempted sui-
cide during a comedown.”

One of the immediate dangers
of taking Ecstasy is dehydration
and exhaustion while more se-
rious dangers include memory
loss. A study published in “Neu-
rology” shows Ecstasy leads to
difficulties retaining what is
seen and heard. Not only does
the drug cause problems while
someone is taking it, but it can
interfere with normal learning
and memory long after one stops
taking it.

index is predicted to be 105 to
110 degrees; so enjoy the cool
777, dry heat of Texas. Any-
way, that’s my son’s analysis.

Band rehearsals will begin
this next week. Then, football,
volleyball, cheerleading will
begin about the 6th of August. I
encourage you to get your kids
involved in one of these activi-
ties. They are fine student activi-
ties that stress teamwork, disci-
pline and achieving goals. Rais-
ing kids is a lot easier if you will
use the help that student activi-
ties provide for you.

We hope to have our budget
put together for board review
by August 7. This will be the fi-
nal major item to get completed
for the 2001-02 school year.
Have a great week!

Reducing back-to-school stress

(ARA) - It’s that time of year
again — put away the beach
bags and get out the back packs
— school is just around the cor-
ner. This is an ideal time for par-
ents and students to develop
strategies to reduce the stress
and anxiety that comes with the
start of a new school year.

Begin by establishing daily
routines before school starts.
According to Harvard child psy-
chologist Dr. Larry Kutner,
a.k.a. “Dr. Dad,” this is espe-
cially important for young chil-
dren since they have more dif-
ficulty with transitions. One way
to do this is to practice your
morning schedule the week be-
fore school actually starts. Find
out how long it takes to get up,
get dressed, eat breakfast and
head out the door. This will help

alleviate any last-minute morn-
ing hassles.

Designate a space in your
home specifically for doing
homework. It may be better if
this area is not in the child’s
room because there are often
too many distractions there.
Developing good study habits at
an early age will help your child
improve responsible behaviors
long-term.

Discuss how your children
might deal with bullies and other
situations that concern them. If
your children are prepared to
deal with difficult circum-
stances, there will be fewer
problems and worry when they
arise. For strategies on discuss-
ing these issues with your
younger children, Dr. Kutner
recommends www.tonystime.

com, a program developed
jointly by Stand for Children
and Tony’s Pizza. The Web site
features tips and activities that
teach children about responsi-
bility, respect, rules and rela-
tionships.

Review safety and school
rules with your children to avoid
any confusion. It’s important to
understand how to safely board
and exit-a bus, as well as how to
cross streets before and after
school. In addition, discuss what
is appropriate to bring into a

‘classroom and what is not.

Set a time each day to talk
with your children about their
school day. This conversation
could take place during dinner,
in the car, or right before bed.
Have reasonable expectations
for what the conversation will be

like. Asking, “How was school
today?” is likely to get a stan-
dard response of, “Fine.” Ask-
ing more specific questions such
as, “What was the most interest-
ing thing you learned today?”
may be a better way to start a
conversation. But whichever
approach you choose, it is im-
portant to maintain an open dia-
logue with your children and be
aware of their daily activities and
what they are learning.

Most important, be enthusi-
astic. Acknowledge your
children’s concerns about the
challenges of a new school year,
but help them get excited about
learning and making new
friends. By preparing yourself
and your children ahead of time,
you’ll pave the way for a suc-
cessful start of the school year.

Education reform creates the perpetual money machine

By Don M. Fisher, Iconoclast
Staff Writer
Contributing Writer

Testing means business, a
multimillion dollar business.

The Texas Assessment of
Academic Skills (TAAS) test
costs the state of Texas about
$40 million per year to admin-
ister, and the state has signed a
$233 million contract with NCS-
Pearson and a half-dozen sub-
contractors to give the new
tougher, content-based TAAS II
(whose name is being changed
to TAKS).

Texas Education Agency
(TEA) commissioner Jim Nelson
unveiled this Texas Assessment
of knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
exam, giving the state exam a
new acronym. But the real cost
may be many times that. High-
stakes testing nationwide has es-
tablished an industry: test
preparation.

The business of providing
schools with aids to boost their
test scores did not exist before
the 20-year-old era of standard-
ized test graduation require-
ments and a state and national
curricula. According to vendors
who sell test prep materials, up
to 10 percent of school districts’
budgets now go to producing
software, workbooks, teacher
training, and other special pro-
grams. The 1998 law that cre-
ated TAKS states that it is the re-
sponsibility of the local board
and the administration to retrain
teachers and be sure that stu-
dents pass, said Keith Cruse,
managing director of the TEA’s
Student Assessment Division.
School districts where scores
remain -below the state-dictated

average three years in a row are
subject to being taken over by a
“special master” from TEA,
who will order the board and ad-
ministration to do what is nec-
essary to improve. If the district
still does not score high enough,
it can be disbanded and its stu-
dents sent to a surrounding dis-
trict.

“We’ve got to get them all
convinced” that current lessons
and teaching methods for most
teachers will have to change,
Cruse said. “If it’s going to take
money to get the scores up
where they ought to be, you’d
better spend the money,” he
said.

Those stakes will get higher
with the adoption of the 2001
U.S. education bill. The House
version orders guidelines for
each state to create its own test;
the Senate version requires the
National Assessment of Educa-
tion Progress, an instrument
whose content is dictated by an
Education Department board.
Either version orders local dis-
tricts to give students a test upon
which their federal funding will
depend. That order, school of-
ficials and vendors say, puts
money in the pockets of the edu-
cation industry.

Local principals said they are
solicited weekly by private com-
panies offering TAKS remed-
iation guides. State education
conventions and large meetings
are usually surrounded by more
than a hundred vendor booths
hawking free samples of their
test preparation materials and
giving away toys, souvenirs,

and even tote bags to carry the
vendors’  “freebies” and
samples.

TEA, teachers’ associations,
or other agencies include a ven-
dor area when booking conven-
tions or similar large meetings,
usually charging those vendors
for space. The trend is now na-
tionwide.

-“It has created quite a little
cottage industry here,” said
Charles McCarthy, principal of
Arlington High School, a sub-
urb of Boston, Mass. “Not a
week goes by that I don’t get
some advertisement in here
guaranteeing higher test scores
for more money.”

Some states, like Illinois and
New York, contract for their
own remedial materials. Florida
offers a list of approved vendors
for its upcoming content test.

“I really thought the major
textbook publishers would put
us out of business a long time
ago,” said Martha Starkey, a

& .éﬁ’/o

20-year veteran classroom
teacher who has sold test prepa-
ration materials 17 years for
Educational Design, a nation-
wide corporation that concen-
trates on the market for individu-
als, and covers every exam from
high school to law school. “But
TAAS is what makes room for
us.” '

She said the state constantly
changes the annual test, creat-
ing a new market every year.

“They (textbooks) can’t
change as fast as we can,” she
said.

Other vendors we talked to
agreed, but said the market is
rapidly changing and highly
competitive. “This is high-risk
publishing,” said Michael Gre-
gory, who sells test preparation
materials in Virginia. “The test
changes as the political dimen-
sion ofthe state legislature
changes. In the best case sce-
nario, the test is going to be re-
vised, and last year’s materials
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are going to be worthless. Your
materials have a very short
shelf-life and an even shorter
production schedule.”

Chad Threet, co-founder of
Austin-based Sleek Software,
which provides computer pro-
grams schools can use to design
remedial programs to meet their
students’ particular test needs,
said the education reform move-
ment has created a perpetual
market. The “political pendu-
lum” is still swinging “The
more rigorous the test, the more
difficult it is, that makes it es-
sential for schools to get help,”
he said. “It is very difficult to
create materials like this your-
self.”

Schools can’t keep up with
professionally written standard-
ized tests on their own, Gregory
said. They don’t have the time
or ‘research capabilities to find
out how the test itself works.
And traditional textbooks are no
help.
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“There’s not a textbook out
there that teaches the way the
(state curriculum) has to be
taught in Virginia if your stu-
dents are going to pass (the
state’s test). We develop lessons
that are just not available any-
where else. Teachers usually:
aren’t very good writers; they:
aren’t particularly articulate and;
they don’t know much about
standardized testing,” Gregory:
said. Threet said Sleek rarely:
seeks out classroom teachers to
prepare their software. “

“We look for people who
have a lot of experience writing:
test materials,” he said. “Teach-;
ers don’t have time to do all the:
things they’re being asked to!
do,” he said. “We try to-provide:
teachers the tools to get in there:
and deal with the core issues of
accountability. We can make it
more efficient to prepare stu-;
dents and free the teacher up to:
do more . . . without having to
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“Most Dependable
Longest Lasting
Truck on the Road”
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$6 PER WEEK - 12 WEEK MINIMUM

Word of Knowledge Book Shoppe|

Bob and Mary Tripp, Owners/Mgrs.

Christian Books, Bibles, Music... Eﬁglish
and Spanish... Children’s Materials,
Catholic and Protestant Religious Items

Mon thru Fri. 10am - 6pm  De] Rio, TX Located in
Saturdays 10 am - 3 pm La Villita Shopping Center

Phone (830) 778-2414

Independent Advisor

Kathryn Letsinger
830-563-2729 eve.
oW' tLO
T e 0835135 ccll

Be a Difference Maker,

check out www.B12001.com
For listen only information call, 800-348-7806

ADVOCARE*
We Build Champions

Brackettville Funeral Home

114 North Street
563-9600

Serving Brackettville since 1914

Manager: Leon Humphreys

ROOFING SHEETMETAL REMODELING ROOM ADDITIONS STUCCO

AAA
Roofing and Remodeling
PR NVo Job Joo JBig or Small

~N Peter D. Perez
Free Estimates (830) 563-2617

SHEETROCK TEXTURES PAINTING FENCING = CERAMIC TILE

Bruce Drilling and Services
Pumps Tanks Wells
Specializing in

Turn Key Installation of

trouble free water systems

830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.
Texas Water Well Lic. # 2444WPKL

ACEVEDO’ S
FENCE CO.

Chain Link / Wood Fencing
FREE with complete installation
1 walk gate and 1 double drive gate
Fort Clark Residents - 10% discount with this ad

FREE ESTIMATES

(830)775-3749 DelRio  (830) 778-1435

Physical Therapy

Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road
Uvalde, Texas 78801

Workers’ CompensatlonIMedlcarellnsurance'
(830) 278-4426
Se Habla Espanol

,.!5-;? Kinney County Wool & Mohair ﬁﬁ

The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store

*¥Livestock Feed * Game Feed *

* Hardware * Lumber *
Check And Compare Our Competitive Prices
Brackettville, TX

Mon.-Fri. 830—563-2471
%%S}y 8 a.m.-5 p.m. P.0. Box 1010 W/
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 Noon W. Spring St. §q

13

BO%IS/%DCIS N,
Filness & Wellness Club 1% %
2400 Ave. F Sulte 17C Guest Pass

Del Rio. TX. 78840 Photo 1.0, Will Be Required.

BRING THIS AD IN FOR
A ONE DAY FREE PASS

To Be Used As a ONE FIME Trial Visit.
This Card Expires 60 day after issue date.

(830) 563-2852

Archie’s Lagldscaping
an
Lawn Maintenance

Experienced - Professional
Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems
563-5102
Archie and Jill Woodson

CoPIES TO GO..

. * Full Color Copies
* High Speed B&W Copies * Faxing Service
* Business Cards * T-Shirt Transfers
* Binding (Comb, Thermal, Velo) * Rubber Stamps
* Engineering Copies * Laminating
* Flyers * Posters
2400 Avenue F, Suite 8 (830) 775-1121
Del Rio, TX 78840 Fax (830) 775-2351

(In La Villita Shopping Center - Across from Mr. Gatti’s)

Furnishing Texas
Homes for Over

60 Years!
:

Lok,

Lack’s Stores, Inc.
2400 Avenue F
Del Rio, TX 78840
Office (830) 774-2738/Fax (830) 775-3445
Furniture ¢ Appliances ¢ Electronics ¢ Bedding

Nat.T
et 222%  o% . BROWN

Ph. (830) 563-3325  Brackettville, TX. 78832

Cell (830) 734-7582

| This space could

be yours for $6
a week. Call

563-2852.

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE
ROADRUNNER ENERGY &
Call Woody @ 563-9594 or 800-543-2630

Durden &
Durden, PLLC
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Business Law Wills &
Real Estate Law Trusts
Bankruptcy Probate
Uvalde, Texas (830) 278-2550

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Mon - Thu

12:00 PM -7:00 PM
Fri - Sat

10:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Convenient Location on HWY 90

830-563-9030

Case Discounts
Special Orders

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply

Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876

101 East Spring Street . P.O. Box 976 &
Brackettville, TX 78832 =7,

General Hardware
Pipes & Fencing
Paint

(830) 563-9256

Tom & Anita
Ertle

Parts ® Repair
e Storage

SOUTHWEST
Service Co.

Visa/MasterCard/Discover

Brackettville, TX

Hwy 90E

P.O. Box 1039
Brackettville, TX 78832

OWwWN PART OF THE
Texas HiLL CounTtRY
$695 .00 down,

$136.3° per mo.
(20 AC Tract)

507 S.Ann
(830) 563-2961
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by Charles Cooper

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
While you don’t make much
progress on the workfront, it’s
not a tragedy. You find this is a
slow time in general. This week-
end, pursue recreational interests.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
The best part of the week is the
early part to get things done.
Later, you can feel free to slack
off a bit. Over the weekend, take
time out for a family member’s
problems.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Socializing shouldn’t be upper-
most on your to-do list this week.
Instead, concentrate on a diffi-
cult work project. By week’s end,
you’re happy with the progress
you make. :

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
You’re being overly suspicious of
a co-worker. Not every conver-
sation centers around you. This
is the time to mind your own
business. :

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Try-
ing to defuse tensions at home
gets you nowhere. Let this situa-
tion resolve itself on its own. This
weekend, peace is happily re-
stored.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem-
ber 22) You're taken by surprise
at your business partner’s inno-
vative suggestion. Implement it
fully. You'll both benefit from the
success it produces.

(c) 2001 DBR Media, Inc.

LIBRA (September 23 to Oc-
tober 22) You may shine socially
this week, but not everyone Is
enamored of you. You have
some making up to do with a
family member. Do this before
the weekend rolls around.

SCORPIO (October 23 to No-
vember 21) This isn’t the week
to indulge in procrastination. A
project you’ve been putting off
needs to be addressed now. You
can relax once everything is
cleared'up.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22
to December 21) You’re pre-
sented with a difficult challenge
at work. However, you’re up to
the task. Just be sure all your
research is in order before start-
ing.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) A financial check
finds you in pretty good stand-
ing. However, consult your mate
about any joint purchases. Be
sure you shop for the best buys.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to
February 18) You’re almost
ready to make a romantic com-
mitment. However, your usual
fear of such things is holding you
back. Waiting too long could find
you single and alone.

PISCES (February 19 to March
20) News of major import af-
fects the entire family. However,
it’s happy news and nothing dire.
Some weekend social invitations
aren’t worth the time or trouble
to attend.

Boaring Twentles Solution;

1. Antony 11. Laertes
2. Ariel 12. Macbeth
3. Brutus 13. Macduff
4. Cassius 14. Ophelia
5. Cleopatra 15. Othello
6. Hamlet 16. Paris
7.lago 17. Polonius
8. Jullet 18. Portia

9. Jullus Caesar 19. Richard Iii

10. King Lear 20. Romeo

<
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§Gateway Ministries
:By Pastor Charolette Corey

Frawery

Having gotten older, I am
ikeenly aware of whether my
tjoints are working effectively.
s There are many occasions these
=days when my joints do not
zedify or build me up and en-
“courage me. Yet they were
fmade for that purpose and it is
fup to me to see that I make the
iright choices that place them in
sthe most effective position to
“help me. .
Unfortunately, my choices of
ineglect of proper exercise,
iwrong foods, and bad habits
thave brought about angry in-
i flammation in my body. Instead
:of peace and edification, my
:body feels at war with itself.

¢ Likewise, when the body of
:Christ neglects spiritual work-
“outs, feeds its spiritual body with
ftoxic sources that give place to
ithe devil and does not resolve
::its differences with others, the
iconsequences will eventually,
icatch up with it. The Body of
iChrist then becomes “dis-
¢gjointed” or ineffective.

remnymn

What then effects your
joints? Anger, unforgiveness,
perpetuating the anger, deceit,
lying, stealing, making a place
for the devil in one’s heart,
speaking evil of others, malice,
and slacking off of work with
one’s hands to the point that you
have nothing to give to others
when they have need.

Don’t let your own heart de-
ceive you. It is really easy to
blame your own problems and
choices on others. Instead, take
responsibility for your wrong
choices, correct them, and ask
God to strengthen you with his
wisdom and inner strength so
that you don’t make the same

Strengthening the Body of Christ

mistake the next time. (If you
continue to make the same mis-
takes over and over again, re-
examine your motives and pri-
orities.)

First be honest with yourself
and God. I am not physically a
two-headed person. Just so, the
body of Christ is only one-
headed with Jesus Christ as the
head of the body. One spirit, the
Spirit of the Holy Ghost, and one
body which are all the believers
in Jesus Christ.

God says, “Put aside your dif-
ferences.” Check this all out in
Ephesians chapter 4 and trade
the pain for the gain. Stand in
faith, rest in hope, walk in love.

Casting your care on Him

St. John’s Missionary Church
By Rev. William P. Adams Sr.

Humble yourselves; there-
fore, under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in
due time,

Casting all your care upon
him, for he careth for you,

Be sober, be vigilant, be-

cause your adversary, the devil,
like a roaring lion walketh
about, seeking whom he may
devour; ;

Whom resist steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same af-
flictions are accomplished in
your brethren that are in the
world. 1 Peter 5: 6-9.

The Holy Spirit guides us

:St. Mary Magdalene Church
iBy Lynn McNew

: The Holy Spirit is an equal
ipartner in the Trinity—He has
:an effect in our lives. We can
‘call on Him to guide us and
iguard us. The celebration of
iPentecost marks the coming of
ithe Spirit—the beginning of the
second half of the church year.
‘This is another in the series of
.articles on the Holy Spirit, His
‘gifts and what He means in our
«daily lives.

' Paul and Timothy are on a
missionary journey, bringing
ithe good news of salvation. But
not hit or miss. They don’t blun-
der from place to place simply
in the hope that they’ll find lis-
teners. Jesus Himself is with
them. Day by day, moment by
moment, He instructs them. Go
:here. Speak there. Keep silent
:somewhere else. He points out
‘the people He wants to reach,
‘the words He wants spoken, the
resting places He has chosen for
them.

But, something extraordinary
is going on! Paul and Timothy
‘have never laid eyes on Jesus.
‘They never knew the young
Galilean carpenter whose min-
istry they had been carrying for-
ward. This is more than twenty
years after that Man was ex-
ecuted, probably before Timo-
thy was born.

And yet...Jesus is with them.
Encouraging, correcting, guid-
ing.

And at the same moment
back in Jerusalem, down in
Cyprus, in a hundred other vil-
lages and towns, other Chris-
tians are experiencing the same
reality. Jesus is with us! He is
here, close as a heartbeat, lead-
ing each of us step by step on
our separate paths.

How is this possible? How
can He be in so many places at
once, attending so -individually
to each need? The answer, of
course, is His Spirit, no longer
confined to a single body, no
longer bound by the physics of
earthly existence.

For time is no more a barrier
to the Spirit than space. All over
the world in 2001, Christians
know the same inner nudge, the
same silent Voice that guided
Paul and Timothy. Some years
ago my husband and I chose our
own missionary journey—as

Our REDEEMER

LuTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA

On the corner of
Fort and Henderson
Sunday Worship 9 AM
Sunday School 10 AM
Wednesday
Bible Study 7 PM
Pastor: Nathan Lafrenz
830-591-1614

team couple for Marriage En-
counter and Engaged Encoun-
ter weekends. For several years,
our experiences showed us that
the Spirit still guides today.

When couples. came to us
with difficult questions, a short
silent prayer to the Spirit gave
us the words we needed to say.
The Spirit gave us the courage
to share the things in our lives
that others needed to hear. He
gave- us the energy and ability
to go on, when we were tired or
discouraged. We learned that
nothing is too small or mundane
for His involvement.

“Yet I tell you the sober truth:
It is much better for you that I
go. If I fail to go, the Paraclete
will never come to you, whereas

if I go, I will send Him to you,”
Jesus told His disciples (John
16:7). For by going away in
physical form, He came to be
with us in Spirit always and ev-
erywhere.

“Come, gracious Spirit,
heavenly Dove, With light and
comfort from above; Be Thou
our guardian, Thou our guide,
O’er every thought and step pre-
side. [Simon Browne, 1680-
1732] Holy Spirit, thank you for
leading me through. the days of
my life. Forgive me for the steps
I take without asking the way of
You.

You are welcome to worship
with us anytime at St. Mary
Magdalene Catholic Church.
God Bless You!

Allowing your talents to grow

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints

By Sister Coombs and Sister
Nelson

Jesus made it plain that each
will be required to give an ac-
counting only for the talents and
gifts he has received; “For unto
whomsoever much is given, of
him shall be much required”
(Luke 12:48.) No man can say
that he has received nothing.
Even though it be but one tal-
ent, he will be expected to de-
velop that talent so that when his
Lord comes, he will be able to
return it with profit. It will also
be noted that unto him “that hath
shall be given, and he shall have
abundance: but from him that
hath not shall be taken away
even that which he hath.”

To develop our talents we
should ask our Heavenly Father

to help us learn about our tal-
ents. We should take the time
and effort to improve them by
reading a book or taking a class
and then practicing them. Fi-
nally we must share our talent
with others. It is by using our
talents that they grow (Matthew
25:29)

The Brackell Fews
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The Bible is a road map and a treasure map

Frontier Baptist Church
By Dave Crowe

I prayed to God, our Heav-
enly Father, then I laid down
during the noon day hour, that
my mind might be cleansed and
purified.

Later, after awakening, I con-
tinued praying that I might write
something of real importance to
you, my brothers and sisters in
Christ. '

For the past year and a half,
I have written to you in these ar-
ticles, on this same page of this
newspaper, nearly every week.
I do it out of love and dedica-
tion, to and for all people, who
are hungry for God’s word.
Only you and God know why
you read them.

I pray that somehow, they
might make both of us stronger,
that they renew our faith in God,
in humanity and the world
which surrounds us. I write to
you, to encourage you to go to
the church of your choice, re-
ceive the blessings God has
there waiting for you. Please go
this Sunday and take someone
with you.

I write to you to encourage
you to read your Bible. I know
it’s hard to read, with some of
it’s books dating back five thou-
sand years. Logic says that this
book shouldn’t have survived.
The Holy Bible, God’s word to

us, has, like the American flag,
been abused. It’s been burned,
denied, dishonored and refused.
Kings have banned it. Scholars,
for centuries, have scoffed, ridi-
culed and mocked it as foolish-
ness, but it remains the single
most popular, most read and
most sold book, the world has
ever known.

Why do people of all walks,
millions of people read the
Bible? Not because it’s a great
collaboration. Not because it’s
a great literary masterpiece.
Even though both statements are
true. They read it because it was
inspired by, and is the Word of
God. God can and will talk to
you today, now through it’s
pages, as well as through your
heart.

The Holy Bible is filled with
real stories of real people withi
real problems, real joys and a
real Savior. Jesus Christ is as
real as it gets. The things that
were happening then, are the
same things that are happening
now. ;

People haven’t changed all
that much. People then and
now, still eat, sleep, work and
breath the same air. They still
have the same hopes, fears, de-
sires, sins, failures and suc-
cesses. ;

God’s truth then is still God’s
truth today. It has not changed.

It never will, because God does
not change. He will be today, to-
morrow and forever, just as he
was, as far back as time has ex-
isted.

God gave us the Bible, be-
cause man has always ques-
tioned God. He wanted us to
have all the answers, that were
in the best interest of his chil-
dren to have.

The Bible, is a road map to
show us how to live, how to
treat one another and how to get
through this life, in one piece.

The Bible, is a treasure map
to show us how to find God’s
greatest treasure, eternal life.

God’s greatest desire is to get
you and I and all his other chil-
dren, safely home to heaven.

I write to you, to encourage
you to search for God’s will for
your life. He has the game plan.
God wants only the very best for
you, but for you to succeed, for
his plan to succeed, you must
become working partners.

You must search everyday
for that days message. Every
new day comes with a new set
of problems for you to solve.

Remember that. you are
never, ever alone. Love and
keep God in your heart, mind,
body and soul, every minute of
everyday.

Until next week may God
bless and keep you.

Learning to interpret the Holy Scriptures

First United Methodist Church
By Rev. Ken F. Sellers, Jr.

More from the Wesleyan tra-
dition — The Fifth Article of Re-
ligion of The United Methodist
Church, written by John
Wesley, begins like this, “The
Holy Scripture containeth all
things necessary to salvation; so
that whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of
any man that it should be be-
lieved as an article of the faith,
or be thought requisite or nec-
essary to salvation.” In the
Wesleyan churches, as in all
Christian churches I believe, the
Bible is understood to contain all
the guidance necessary to find
salvation. We are not a people
of the Talmud or the Koran, as
good as those documents might
be in setting out a relationship
with God. We are a people of
The Holy Scriptures. However,
as is attested to by the overabun-
dance of translations, the Bible
can be read in many different
ways. Depending on which
translation you use - King
James, New King James, Re-
vised Standard, New Jerusalem,
Good News, The Word Made

Fresh, etc. - one will sometimes
find the English readings of
scripture significantly different.
Try and imagine if you will the
great number of translations in-
volved when you consider the
variety of languages within the
world’s church families. It is
difficult, under these circum-
stances, to know just exactly
how to understand the Bible,
written for readers nearly two
thousand years ago, in our time
and place.

John Wesley suggested that a
part of the answer to this di-
lemma (and he didn’t have
nearly as many versions to
choose from) was to rely on
church tradition to help open
scripture up to the reader. (Did
you know that the writings that
constitute the New Testament
were selected by a committee
over many years and finally de-
cided in the late third century?)
We have read and listened to
those who selected the scriptures
and to those who interpreted the
scriptures for over seventeen
hundred years. We have sought
out and used the traditions of
earlier centuries, and their bib-
lical scholars, to help us better
understand what the original
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Bible School at 9:30 am
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First United Methodist Church, “Home Away from Home”
Child care available upon request. 563-2823
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authors, under Divine guidance,
said about God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit
that helped the Body of Christ
in those settings. Having done
so, we are much better prepared
to bring their inspired words
forward into our time and place,
dealing with issues they could
never have imagined - nuclear
fission, the éxtraordinary ac-
complishments of the medical
field, and the current level of
knowledge of astronomy, geol-
ogy and environmental issues.
We are blessed with the Word
of God -that spans all time, bu:
we are cautioned to listen to
those who have gone before us
as we seek God’s will, through
the Bible, for Brackettville in the
year 2001. I highly recommend
that you complement your un-
derstanding of scripture by
reading about how others
through the years have come by
their understanding.

Join us at First United Meth-
odist Church at 10:45 am Sun-
day, as we seek to understand
our relationship with God and
lift our voices in praise and
thanksgiving that God” Word is
a living Word.

Medical Center

Quality health care here at home.

Audiologist

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Dr. K. Sanford
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Andrea Morris Dr. K. Sanford Dr. D. Dean
Dr. J. De La Chapa Audiologist Dr. J. Ramirez Ophthalmologist Neuro-Surgeon
.Ophthalmologist Dr. G. Sherrod Adult Cardiologist | pr A, Dinesman Dr. G.Warner
Adult Cardiologist Ear, Nose & Throat Urologist
3 Dr. M. Singer Dr. K. Sanford
Dr.J. De La Chapa Ophthalmologist Dr. J. Espinoza Ophthalmologist Dr. G. Wmer
Ophthalmologist ‘Aridres Morris Adult Cardiologist Do A Dincsmait Urologist

Ear, Nose & Throat

20 2 1Dr. K. Bloom 22 23

24

Pediatric Cardiologist Dr. S. Fisher Dr. K. Sanford Dr. D. Dean
Dr. J. De La Chapa Dr. G. Sherrod Ophthalmologist Ophthalmologist Neuro-Surgeon
Ophthalmologist Adult Cardiologist Dr. J. Ramirez Dr. A. Dinesman Dr. G.Warner
Andrea Morris Adult Cardiologist Ear, Nose & Throat Urologist
Audiologist
7 Dr. M. Singer Dr. K. Sanford
Dr. J. De La Chapa Ophthalmologist Dr. J. Espinoza Ophthalmologist Dr. G.Warner
Ophthalmologist AbdiesMoris Adult Cardiologist i’ A Disissinan Urologist
Audiologist Ear, Nose & Throat '

To schedule an appointment with any of the above physicians call (830) 703-1730 or 775-8566 ext. 1730.
All physicians see patients at the Val Verde Regional Medical Center Outpatient Center, 801 Bedell Ave.,Del Rio, Texas.
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ADOPTIONS

A BABY TO Cherish. Young, ener-
getic couple, deeply in love, prom-
ise a cozy home near lake/park, full
time mom, close family circle, sup-
portive friends and our unconditional
love. We'd like to help in anyway
we can. Jen and Adam, 1-888-263-
4333, toll free.

WE PROMISE TO give your baby a
home filled with love, security and
fun. Expenses paid. Attorney re-
tained. Please call Pete and Michelle,
1-800-838-7858.

AUCTION

ABSOLUTE AUCTION - The Legend-
ary Sedgefields, Union Springs, AL,
Monday, September 10th, 11:00.
13,000 + /- acres selling in 21 par-
cels. J.P. King Auction Company, 1-
800-558-5464. J. Craig King Al
354.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FOUNDERS OF METABOLIFE 356
have launched a new company. If you
missed the 356 opportunity, don’t
miss this one, www.Biocravecentral.
com, 1-800-329-5111. Biocrave is
“the opportunity”.

RISK-FREE ROUTE $4,600/mo.
(proven). No competition with inter-
active game. Twenty local vending
sites. $15,000 cash required. 1-
800-268-6601 (24 hours).

DRIVERS WANTED

A CAREER OPPORTUNITY. Earn
40K year + benefits. CDL training
in 18 days. Lifetime job placement
assistance. Financing, housing,
transportation available. Long Horn
Driver Training, 1-866-367-9933.

DICK SIMON TRUCKING needs new
truck drivers. Trainees earn $600-
$800 per week. No CDL needed.
Tuition reimbursement. Call 1-800-
562-9696. Experienced drivers call,
too.

DRIVE FOR THE best. Wave at the
rest. Earn up to $50K/yr. Run West-
ern or 48 States. Flexible schedule.
Glass/heavy haul. 3yrs OTR/1yr.
flatbed exp. Combined Transport, 1-
800-290-2327, www.combined
transport.com.

DRIVER - COMPANY - CONTRAC-
TORS: No NYC - Super regional 10-
14 days out. Pay for experience up
to 33 cpm Company. 82 cpm Con-
tractors. 1-800-454-2887, Arnold
Transportation.

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT
now offering per diem pay for expe-
rienced teams, solos and trainers. O/
0O-Solos/Teams 83 cents plus fuel
surcharge. No CDL? No problem, 1-
800-806-5549. Experienced driv-
ers, 1-800-441-4394. Owner Op-
erators, 1-877-848-6615. Graduate
students, 1-800-338-6428.

DRIVER - INEXPERIENCED? Learn to
be an OTR professional from a top
carrier. Great pay, executive-style
benefits and conventional equipment.
Minimum investment required. Call
today. U.S. Xpress, 1-800-879-
7743.

DRIVER - IT PAYS to start with us.
Call SRT today, 1-877-244-7293
or 1-877-BIG -PAYDAY. Great pay.
Paid weekly. Excellent benefits. New
Equipment. $1,250 sign-on bonus.
Student graduates welcome. South-
ern Refrigerated Transport.

DRIVERS - 50 YEARS here to stay.
CFl now hiring company drivers, so-
los & teams. Company drivers start
at 32 cents per mile. For more infor-
mation, call 1-800-CFI-DRIVE.

DRIVERS - IF YOU can keep it up,
we can keep you out. CFl, now hir-
ing company drivers, solos & teams.
Company drivers start at 32 cents
‘per mile. For more information, call
1-800-CFI-DRIVE.

DRIVERS - IN FOR the long haul. CFI
now hiring company driver, solos &
teams. Company drivers start at 32
cents per mile. For more information,
call 1-800-CFI-DRIVE.

‘DRIVER. SOLOS UP to 45 cents per
mile, teams up to 48 cents per mile,
contractors 81 cents all miles. Lease
options available. (No money down).
Fuel incentives, increased holiday
orientation pay & more. (No CDL, no
experience, need training?) Call
Burlington Motor Express, 1-800-
583-9504.

DRIVER...SWIFT TRANSPORTA-
TION is hiring experienced and inex-
perienced drivers and O/O. CDL train-
ing is available. We offer great pay,
benefits and consistant miles. 1-800-
669-7943 (eoce-m/f).

DRIVERS: LOOKING FOR stability?
Keep your future moving with CRST
Van Expedited. As a family-owned,
financially stable company, we offer
opportunities with peace of mind.
Company drivers, student drivers,
owner operators. Call 1-800-553-
CRST (2778), www.joincrst.com.
CRST. EOE.

DRIVERS: NORTH AMERICAN Van
Lines has openings in specialized
truckload, relocation and flatbed
fleets. Minimum of 6 months OTR
experience. Tractor purchase avail-
%»(lg. Call 1-800-348-2147, Dept.

DRIVERS OTR - MARTEN Transport,
Ltd. can pay you with one year plus
experience. 33 cents per mile. Call
1-800-395-3331, www.marten
.com. Call now for double orienta-
tion pay (limited time only).

TRUCK DRIVERS OTR 2-3 weeks -
Company drivers & 0/O’'s - Good
miles/pay, excellent equipment and
benefits - One year OTR experience
required. Gulf Coast Transport, 1-
888-988-8666.

DRIVERS WANTED

DRIVERS: OWNER/OPERATORS,
Fleetwood Transportation is now
leasing. Great lease package, we can
help keep you loaded. Also need com-
pany drivers. 1-888-276-9923,
www.ftwd.net

DRIVERS...SWIFT TRANSPORTA-
TION is hiring experienced and inex-
perienced drivers and O/O. CDL train-
ing is available. We offer great pay,
benefits and consistant miles. 1-800-
284-8785 (eoe-m/f)

DRIVERS - SW REGION Owner Op-
erator Programs, home on weekly
basis, 89 or newer truck must pass
inspection. Ask for Harold or Bob,
1-800-666-0380.

DRIVERS: 346 CLASS A CDL driv-
ers needed. OTR positions available.
Excellent benefits: 401K, Health &
Dental. No experience, no problem.
Call now, 1-800-958-2353.

DRIVERS-$2000 SIGNING bonus
for flatbed. Up to 41cpm. Regional
and OTR openings. Family Medical/
Dental. 401 (k) retirement. Late model
conventionals. PFT-Roberson, 1-
800-473-5581.

OWNER OPERATOR AVERAGE
$1.13in Southwest 5 state area. FFE
needs 27 trucks to cover this obli-
gation. Sign-on bonus, base plates,
generous fuel surcharge and plenty
of freight. 1-800-569-9298.

DRIVERS-ONE HOUR approval. Pay
every Friday. Much more. OTR, Class
“A” required. Start now. Continen-
tal Trucking. 1-800-727-4374.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BE DEBT FREE - years sooner. Low
payments. Reduce interest. Stop late
fees. Stop collectors. Family Credit
Counseling. Non-profit Christian
Agency. Se habla Espanol. Recorded
message. 1-800-729-7964. Free
quote, www.familycredit.org.

CREDIT CARD DEBT? Avoid bank- |

ruptcy. Stop collection calls. Cut fi-
nance charges. Cut payments up to
50 %. Debt consolidation. Fast ap-
proval. No credit check. 1-800-270-
9894.

500FASTCASH.COM - Short term
loans up to $500.00. We want your
business. To apply: 1-888-990-
2274. Loans,by County Bank,
Rehoboth Beach, DE (FDIC), Equal
Opportunity Lender.

STOP COLLECTOR CALLS! We can
help. Lower payments. Reduce inter-
est. Stop late fees. Debt consolida-
tion. Free debt counseling. Non-
profit. Call Auriton Solutions, 1-800-
558-5562, www.auriton.org

FOR SALE

LIKE NEW ‘97 Avalon 25K miles,
$16,500, 563-2177.

1941 Plymouth. All original. Runs.
Call 830-563-2711 evenings, leave
message.

RECONDITIONED GOLF CART bat-
teries. Guaranteed. $150 set plus ex-
change. New batteries also available.
563-9970. v

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/Week-
ends, Complimentary facials, prod-
ucts, etc. www.marykay.com/aflurry

AMAZINGLY LOW PRICES . Wolff
Tanning beds. Buy Factory Direct.
Excellent service. Flexible financing
available. Home/Commercial units.
Free color catalog. Call today 1-800-
711-0158, www.np.etstan.com

FACTORY SUMMER CLEARANCE!
Arch Steel Buildings. 25x36,
30x60, 40x46, 52x116. Prices
slashed on select models. Ideal work-
shops/garages. Call 1-800-341-
7007, www.steelmasterusa.com

SAWMILL $3795. NEW Super
Lumbermate 2000. Larger capacities,
more options. Manufacturer of saw-
mills, edger’s and skidders. Norwood
Sawmills, 252 Sonwil Drive, Buffalo,
NY 14225. 1-800-578-1363, ext.
300-N.

HELP WANTED

KICKAPOO CAVERN STATE Park
and Devil’s Sinkhole SNA Accept-
ing applications for Park Manager |.
Manager Trainee. Full time position.
Salary - $2376/mo. Vacancy An-
nouncement #01-43-422. Can be
viewed on Internet at www.tpwd.
state.tx.us - jobs.Contact Mike
Knezek @830-563-2342 for info.
Closing date: 8/6/01

ATTENTION: WORK FROM home!
Mail-Order Business. Need help im-
mediately. $522/week PT. $1000-
$4000/week FT. Full training. Free
booklet. www.thedreamplus.com 1-
888-824-2685.

IMMEDIATE OPENING: JOURNEY-
MEN plumber or better. Must relo-
cate to Alpine, Texas. Excellent pay/
benefits. Send resume and references

to Barmore Plumbing, P.O. Box'

1301, Alpine, Texas 79831.

Answer to Crossword Puzzle

MISCELLANEOUS

$9.95 INTERNET ACCESS 56K, un-
limited local numbers. Call Amigoz
317-5699.

SENIORS/DISABLED - SAVE money
on monthly bills. Obtain: prescription
cards, canine assistance, State/Fed-
eral assistance, real jobs at home
online. Info, 1-866-846-1937,
TabbyThat Research.

CHARITY CARS - DONATE your ve-
hicle, tax deductible, free towing. We
provide vehicles to needy families.
As seen on Oprah and People Maga-
zine. 1-800-442-4451, www.char
ity-cars.org

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE-FREE LIST. Affordable
hunting ranches 100-640 acres or
more, lowest prices. E-Z terms. Toll-
free 1-866-379-5263.

COLORADO S.W. MOUNTAIN
Ranch 35 acres - From $59,900.
Cool 8,000 + elevation. Aspen, Pon-
derosa Pines, Oaks. Meadow &
ponds. Dramatic views of snow
capped mountains. Abundant wild-
life. Great getaway. National forest
and BLM, 1-888-638-4142.

DEL NORTE, COLORADO - Two
dwellings w/kitchen & bath facilities.
One bunkhouse w/bath. Completely
furnished. Year-round creek flows
through the property. Sets on 10
acres. Bordered by National Forest.
Hunt & fish in your yard. Contact
owner: Dennis Mott, 1-409-565-
2180.

FLORIDA’S NAVARRE & Ft. Walton
Beach. Uncrowded beaches near
Destin; Ft. Walton & Pensacola at-
tractions and restaurants. Budget
rates on luxury beachfront condo-
miniums. www.navarreresorts.com,
1-800-787-6206.

REAL ESTATE

85-190 ACRES ON Pecos River &
Amistad National Recreation Area.
Swim, fish, tube, hunt, crystal clear
water, spectacular views. Near
Langtry, $495/acre. Terms. www.

texasranchland.com
Ed

245 ACRES, gently rolling brush.

land on Hwy 90 in Dryden, TX.
Whitetail, Javelina, Quail. Electricity
near. $150/acre. Terms. 1-866-286-
0199, www.westtxland.com

Steve Stoner will
be in town to
clean carpets

next week.

‘Call for appointment.

563-2678
563-3362

REAL ESTATE

O’Rourke Realty
Elsa & Paul O’Rourke

830-563-2713
Rentals Available

e 1 bed, 2 bath, small stu-

dio, garage, brick and

wood exterior, chain link

fence.

e Price reduced on golf

course lot. Owner will fi-

nance.

e Furnished, 2 bed, 2 bath

mobile home, rock skirt-

ing, nicely maintained.

e 3 bed, 2% bath, lovely

location, attractive price.

e Commercial - Hwy 90,
10 acres with buildings.
Great business possibili-
ties. :

KINNEY 3
COUNTY
LAND CO

830-563-2446 830-563-2447

* X%k

P.O. Box 1035
Brackettville, TX 78832

available for sale or rent.

lot.

e Historic home, 3 bedroom, 2 bath master and bath upstairs! Home is

* Newly renovated home on the west side of golf club 3 bedroom, 2
bath, has the early 40’s to 50’s interior walls and doors. Must see!

e 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with water well east of the school on large

o New Listing - Barracks row #8 Fort
Clark Springs, $30,000.00

e New Listing - 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home on 1% acres. 2 miles west of
Brackett.

LOCKHART REAL ESTATE
DEBBIE TRANT -
BARBARA VOSS

e Fort: lovely 1999 Fleetwood 28’

all appliances, $25,000!

e Fort: great buy on 3/2 home, private area, new paint/carpet, jacuzzi
tub, screened porch, office/workshop. Reduced to $64,900!

ter, spacious kitchen with island counter, stone skirting & shed!
e Covered RV lot + 36’ motor home, just $29,000. Will sell separate!

¢ Unit 15: spacious 2/2 mobile home, stone skirting, carport, workshop,

View listings at: www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com

830-563-2997
104 A-E Spring

x 48', 3/2, fireplace, isolated mas-

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

BRACKETT ISD INVITATION TO
BID: Brackett Independent School
District is selling by sealed bid, lum-
ber identified in lots and surplus caf-
eteria equipment. Information can be
obtained by contacting Brackett In-
dependent School District, Attn: Tay-
lor Stephenson, Superintendent, PO
Box 586, Brackettville, TX 78832,
(830) 563-2491. All bids are to be
submitted in a sealed envelope with
the words “Lumber By Lot Numbers”
or “Cafeteria Equipment” printed
clearly on the outside of the enve-
lope. Bids due into the Central Of-
fice by 10:00 a.m., Wed., August
1, 2001. Brackett ISD reserves the
right to reject any and all proposals.

BRACKETT ISD INVITATION TO
BID: Brackett Independent School
District is seeking bids for food prod-
ucts for the 2001-2002 school year.
Any party interested in receiving a
spec sheet for bids may do so by
contacting: Brackett ISD, Attn: Tay-
lor Stephenson, Superintendent, PO
Box 586, Brackettville, TX, 78832,
830/563-2491. All bids are to be
specially marked and are due into the
Central Office by 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 1, 2001.
Brackett ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. Brackett ISD reserves the

. right to reject any and all proposals. .

WANTED

WE BUY ALUMINUM cans .25 Ib.
Batteries .75 ea. Also old cars with
titles. 563-9970.

Texas Department of Transportation
Public Workshop

TOPIC:
WHEN:

Discussion of Public Transportation Section 5310 Grants:
Elderly and Disabled Grant
Friday, September 7, 2001 in Laredo

Friday, September 21, 2001 in Laredo

WHERE: Laredo, TX:

Texas Department of Transportation, District Office
District Engineer Conference Room

1817 Bob Bullock Loop
Laredo, Texas 78043

TIMES:

Both Meetings begin at 2:00 p.m. in Laredo

The Texas Department of Transportation is holding this workshop to
discuss the Public Transportation Section 5310 Grants. This grant is
for the provision of transportation services meeting the special needs
of the elderly and persons with disabilities. TxDot’s goal is to promote
the availability of professional, cost effective, efficient, and coordinated
passenger transportation services to the elderly and disabled persons
using the most efficient combination of financial and other resources.
Interested candidates for this grant in Val Verde, Dimmit, Maveriick,
Kinney, Zavala, La Salle, Duval and Webb County should contact Mr.
Omar Cantu, Public Transportation Coordinator, by telephone at 956-
712-7438, by E-Mail at ocantu1@ dot.state.tx.us or in writing at Texas

Department of Transportation, 1817 Bob Bullock Loop, Laredo, Texas
78043 Applications will be made available at TXDOT'S Laredo District
Office, 1817 Bob Bullock Loop, Laredo, Texas 78043. Applications will
be accepted beginning July 18, through September 3, 2001.If you
have any questions or comments please contact Omar Cantu, District
Public Transportation Coordinator at (956) 712-7438 /

Departamento de Transportacion de Texas

Aviso Publico ;
TEMA: Para hablar de la concesion de fondos de transportation

publica Seccion 5310
DIAS:

Viernes, el 7th de Septiembre ano 2001 en Laredo

Viernes, el 21st de Septiembre ano 2001 en Laredo

LUGAR: Laredo, TX:

Dgpqrtamen.to de Transportacion de Texas
District Engineer Coriference Room

1817 Bob Bullock Loop
Laredo, Texas 78043

TIEMPO: Las dos juntas en Laredo comienza ha las 2:00 pm

El Departamento de Transportacion de Texas (TxDot) esta organizando
una reunion para discutir acerca de la concesion de fondos de
Transportacion Publica Seccion 5310. Esta concesion economica es para
proveer servicios de Transportacion necesarias para personas de edad
avanzada asi como tambien para personas desabilitadas. El objetivo de
TxDot es promover la disponibilidad de servicios profesionales, eficientes,
economicos y organizados de servicios de transportacion de pasajeros
de edad avanzada y personas desabilitadas usando las mas eficiente
combinacion de recursos y financiera. Candidatos interesados para fondes
en los condados de Val Verde, Dimmit, Maverick, Kinney, Zavala, La
Salle, Duval y Webb deben de llamar al 956-712-7438 con el Sr. Omar
Cantu, Coordinator de Transporte Publico, para mayor informacion o por
E-Mail al ocantu1@dot.state.tx.us, o en escrito al: Departamendo de
Transporte de Texas, Transporte Publico, 1817 Bob Bullock Loop, Laredo,
Texas 78043, Attn: Sr. Omar Cantu. Se puede obtener la aplicacion en
la oficina del Departamento del Transportes de Laredo, 1817 Bob Bul-
lock Loop, Laredo, Texas 78043. Las solicitueds seran aceptada
empezando el dia 18 de Julio del ano 2001 hasta el dia 3 de Septiembre

del ano 2001.

Si usted tiene cualquier pregunta o comentario por favor llama a Omar

Cantu, Cordinador de Transportes Publico a (9

6) 712-7438
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A message from the S,

Now you don’t need one
of these to get your
Federal payment.

Call 1-888-382-3311 to learn where
you can open an ETA*. Or visit our
Web site at www.eta-find.gov-

ETA®

Bectronic Transfer Account

Department of the Treasury

w

615 Hwy 90 East

frontage. Great Hunting!

La Fortuna Ranck Sales

Homes in Fort Clark Springs, Historical and Recent Construction
*Home on 5 acres NW of town, 4/3 large covered porch.
*518 acres rolling mesquite country - House, barns, well and HWY

*¥2000 acres 12 miles W. good improvements, large deer.
*4834 acres 18 miles N. New home and cabins, 14 wells, bass
tanks, fields, abundant deer and turkey. Will divide.
9781 Acre Kinney Co. Ranch, 12 miles NE - Hunting,
Shallow Water, Mesquite Flats, Hills and Frontage

Phyllis and
Les Meyer

830-563-9911

Money-making education reform

Continued from Page 5

keep up with statistics and
grades. Software can do that au-
tomatically.”

The most severe critics of the
current system are the vendors
themselves. Starkey said too
much of the test preparation
materials don’t prepare students
to do anything but take a test.

“It’s all drill and practice, but
they don’t teach processes.
When they (students) come to a
test in a different modality, they
don’t know what to do with it.
They just try to pick out the first
opinion answer they see.”

She said she would like to see
teacher inservice sessions
geared to generating “a logical
thinking process” and a test that
would measure that.

While she said she believes
the TAAS has improved educa-
tion in Texas, particularly in
math, the economic stakes are
too high.

“There’s too much emphasis
placed on it, and there’s too
much money involved,” she
said. The economic gain from
high stakes testing goes beyond
the educational publishing busi-
ness. “When you’re going to
buy real estate, what are the first
questions you ask? ‘What’s the
school’s SAT scores? What are
the TAAS scores?’ In Texas,
you buy by the TAAS.” :

The vendors said Texas
awards far more than the $233
million to produce TAKS. It
gives a head start in the highly
competitive test remediation
market. The state contract for
TAKS went to NCS-Pearson, a
company that merged Pearson
Publishing with the National
Computer Systems, which pre-
viously prepared and graded
tests electronically. The merger
last year gave NCS-Pearson the
capability to prepare, distribute,
and grade tests and provide in-
structional materials for those
same tests.

TAKS is one of those. The
company also has testing con-

tracts with 13 states, including
some of the most populous,
such as Illinois, Massachusetts,
Florida, and Texas. The national
stakes may grow even higher
for NCS-Pearson. Education
Testing Service (ETS), the com-
pany that produces the Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test (SAT), pre-
pares the NAES test favored by
the Senate version of the bill to
require national testing, but
NCS prints and distributes it.

Representatives from NCS-
Pearson when asked about po-
tential conflicts of interest when
it comes to selling added-on in-
structional materials declined to
comment to this newspaper, but
others have expressed concern.

“Yes, it’s a conflict of inter-
ests,” said Starkey, an outspo-
ken proponent of prohibiting a
test preparer from distributing
test remediation materials. She
was one of the chief witnesses
before legislative hearings three
years ago that would have
stopped test givers from selling
test preparations. That bill died
in committee, she said.

Threet said companies like
his do not have access .to the
“embedded items,” sample
questions from next year’s
TAKS that will be used to de-
termine how well students will
do on the 2003 test, which will
be the first year the full state
curriculum will be tested. That
year third graders who do not
pass may not be promoted to the
fourth grade, and high school
students will have to pass to
graduate.

“We always lag a little bit be-
hind,” Threet said. “We do
know the format, but we don’t
know what the test is going to
look like. NCS-Pearson will get
to see it as it is being written.”
That means NCS-Pearson will
have at least a six-month lead in
getting materials ready to teach
TAKS.

Six months in the test prepa-
ration business, he said, is for-
ever.

You won’t want to say goodbye

Academic Year in America
(AYA) is bringing South Ameri-
can students from Argentina,
Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia and
Venezuela, as well as other
countriesto the United States this
August.

Students are age 15 to 18 and
arrive with full medical insur-
ance, spending money and the
hopes of experiencing life in the
U.S. through the eyes of a resi-
dent. Students stay with their
host for five or 10 months and
attend the local high school.
During that time, families re-
ceive support from an AYA Lo-
cal Coordinator.

Who can host an AYA stu-
dent? According to AYA Direc-
tor Suzanne Power-Morris, an
important aspect of the AYA
program is that there are many
types of people who can host.

“Just as there is no typical

American family, "there is no
typical host family,” Power-
Morris said. “Retirees, single
parents and young couples are
all able to give an international
student a good home. Some host
families may not even have chil-
dren of their own. Bringing an
international student into your
home can mean giving the gift
of culture to yourself and your
family.”

Throughout the past 20
years, AYA has offered nearly
20,000 students and host fami-
lies the rewarding experience of
learning about another culture
and language and making a new
lifelong friend. To get more in-
formation on hosting, call
Danielle Carpino at (800) 322-
HOST or e-mail dcarpino @
aifs.com. You can also visit
www.academic year.org for
more program information.



http://www.Biocravecentral
http://www.combined
http://www.joincrst.com
http://www.marten
http://www.ftwd.net
http://www.familycredit.org
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http://www.np.etstan.com
http://www.steelmasterusa.com
http://www.tpwd
http://www.thedreamplus.com
http://www.char
http://www.navarreresorts.com
http://www.westtxland.com
http://www.eta-find.gov
http://www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com
http://WWW.academic

