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Hoop teams open
tourney play today

Who controls the water in West Texas?

Answering questions
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Brian Sledge (third from right), attorney for the Kinney County Groundwater Conserva-
tion District, answers questions during a recent board meeting as directors Darlene
Shahan (clockwise from Sledge), Cecil Smith, Hadley Wardlaw, Bob Young, Zach Davis,
€huck Hall and Don Hood look on.

Officials to consider rules, fees

i}v J.J. GUIDRY
Editor

Brian Sledge, attorney for the
Kinney County Groundwater
Conservation District, is urging
the directors to adopt a fee
schedule when it meets again
fnext Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

“We’ve got permits that need
to be processed,” Sledge said
recently. “We need to establish
application fees and permit fees
so that we can get those things
0.t

Sledge presented a proposed
fee schedule to the directors at
a public hearing last month,
Board member Zach Davis said
some of the proposed figures
were “extremely extravagent.”

“This is the most financially

challenged district in the state,
perhaps,” Sledge said. “You’re
going to need to get some more
money in the door. You're go-
ing to run out of money and
that’s not an option for you be-
cause everybody will sue you.

“It takes money to run a gov-
ernmental body. Your $70,000
budget is going to be gone in
short order. You’ve only got
two options for fixing it — you
can charge fees or you can raise
taxes. The beauty of fees is it
shifts the burden of financing
the district from the taxpayers
to those who use it.”

Sledge said one good source
of income would be the district’s
groundwater transport fee.

“If you want to get to some
marketers, you’ve got a good

opportunity here,” he said.
“There are a lot of folks that are
going to make a lot of money
on this water when it starts go-
ing over to San Antonio or Eagle
Pass. There’s no question that
the legislature, in contemplating
the groundwater transport fee
provision, probably had some-
thing in mind on having some
of the monetary benefits stay
with the community from which
the water came, rather than
have the local taxpayers picking
up the burden for all of that wa-
ter that might go off to some far-
away land, being beneficially
used by somebody else who’s
not sitting here paying taxes.”

Davis stressed that the fees
need to be “fair and reason-
able.”

BHS has 24 students named to Who’s Who

Brackett High School has 24
students included in the 36th
gdition of Who’s Who Among
‘American High School Students,
2001-2002.

.= Local students selected in-
clude: Celina Cano, Stacey
Castilla, Stephanie Coronado,
Dietrich Davis, Lee Davis,
Susannah-Davis, Levi Duncan,
Hector Febres, Ryan Frerich,

‘Allison LaMascus, Nicole
Mata, Sarah Meyer, Emily
Petrosky, Arnold Pinales,
Rodolfo Ramirez, Cody

Robinette, Sarah Rose, Amanda
Smith, Ashley Smith, Tammy
Smith, Star Smith, Ana
‘Talamantes, Jeff Tipps and
Amanda Ward.

Who’s Who, published by
Educational Communications
Inc. of Austin, is the largest rec-
ognition program and publica-
tion in the nation honoring high
achieving high school students.

New gym floor

Following are BHS students
named to Who’s Who Among
American High School Students:

Celina Cano, Stacey Castilla,
Stephanie Coronado, Dietrich
Davis, Lee Davis, Susannah
Davis, Levi Duncan, Hector
Febres, Ryan Frerich, Allison
LaMascus, Nicole Mata, Sarah
Meyer, Emily Petrosky, Arnold
Pinales, Rodolfo Ramirez, Cody
Robinette, Sarah Rose, Amanda
Smith, Ashley Smith, Tammy
Smith, Star Smith, Ana
Talamantes, Jeff Tipps and
Amanda Ward.

Students are nominated by
high school principals and guid-
ance counselors, national youth
groups, churches and educa-
tional organizations based upon
students’ academic achievement
and involvement in extracur-
ricular activities. Traditionally,

99 percent of Who’s Who stu-
dents have a grade point aver-
age of B or better and 97 per-
cent are college bound.

The 36th edition of Who's
Who Among American High
School Students, published in 18
regional volumes, features over
850,000 students, or just 6 per-
cent of the nation’s 15 million
high school students. They rep-
resent approximately 20,000 of
the 24,000 public, private and
parochial high schools in the
country.

Who’s Who students also
compete for $200,000 in schol-
arship awards and participate in
the publication’s annual survey
of high achievers, an annual

opinion poll of teen attitudes.
The book is distributed on a com-
plimentary basis to up to 15,000
high schools, colleges, univer-
sities and public libraries
throughout the country.
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Brackett ISD had to remove the damaged floor from the gymnasium and replace it,
delaying home basketball games during the opening weeks of the season.

Battle over ‘clear gold’ bubbles to the surface

By ROBERT ELDER JR.
Austin American-Statesman

Jim McDaniel and Zachry
Davis, farmers and friends in
this West Texas county, plan to
sell their water rights to supple-
ment sagging crop prices and
wring some growth out of a
stagnant rural economy.

“I can assure you, it won’t
take much to beat the profits in
farming,” says Davis, a solidly
built, 49-year-old Brackettville
native. His lined face is youth-
ful despite decades of ranch and
farm work, a veterinary prac-
tice and six children.

Brackettville, the Kinney
County seat, is one of the last
green places in West Texas be-
fore you hit the vast Chihuahuan
Desert. The abundant water that
runs underneath Davis’ and
McDaniel’s property — part
brush land, part irrigated farm-
land — could help parched
Texas cities meet future de-
mand.

Willing sellers, potential buy-
ers: It’s what lawmakers envi-
sioned when they rewrote Texas
water law in the 1990s to ad-
dress the geographic imbalance
of supply and demand. The in-
tent was to create a master plan,
and a viable market, for the
state’s most valuable natural re-

-source.

What has actually happened
is far different.

The grand 'vision of a state-
wide water marketplace didn’t
reckon with the realities of lo-
cal politics and two conflicting

“These water marketers don’t give a damn about
the county. For them, it’s all about hard green-
back dollars. They’d pump us dry.”

Water Board member Don Hood

interests: farmers who want to
protect water for their crops and
landowners who want to cash in
on water resources. The in-
volvement of big-name_ inves-
tors from other parts of the state
feeds suspicions that the water
dealers are profiteers.

“These water marketers,”
says Don Hood, the disdain clear
in his voice, “don’t give a damn
about the county. For them, it’s
all about hard greenback dol-
lars.”

“They’d pump us dry,” says
Hood, a retired oilman who
serves on the Kinney County
Groundwater Conservation Dis-
trict board.

But there are megabucks to
be made selling water. The po-
tential for profit has attracted
big-time investors and big po-
litical names looking to exploit
their legislative knowledge for
profit. The boom mentality is
like that in the oil patch early in
the last century.

Water isn’t like oil, however,
and experts say it will never be
as valuable. Water is expensive
to ship because pipelines will
have to be built for most major
projects. There’s no stable mar-
ket for water, because the price
depends on how far away cus-
tomers are. And, as in Kinney
County, it’s hard to convince

people that their supply won’t be
affected by losing even a small
amount.

In fact, the county’s ground-
water district, which largely
controls the use of local ground
water, has effectively shut down
plans for exporting water.

The dispute has enormous
implications for the state be-
cause there are lot of places like
Kinney County — sparsely
populated regions that have wa-
ter to spare from aquifers.

If water development
“doesn’t work here, I’'m not sure
it will work anywhere in the
state of Texas,” says Dan
Pearson, a lobbyist at HillCo
Partners in Austin who repre-
sents some county landowners
and investors. “I just hope
we’re smart enough that we
don’t scare off private capital”
for the water business, he said.

A sense of urgency

Despite the current gridlock,
there’s an urgency to water-de-
velopment deals. = Three
droughts in the past six years
have sent Texas cities scram-
bling to secure additional water.
San Antonio is one possible cus-
tomer for Kinney County water,
as are Eagle Pass and Del Rio.

In Central Texas, the fast-
growing city of Kyle faces stiff
B See BATTLE/Page 8

Old Quarry Society play performance
Ruth Spencer (from left), Emily Petrosky, Kathy Wilson, Mary Petrosky, Tina Meek
and Joanne Warner were among the local actors performing in the Old Quarry Society’s
production of “Divine Stella Devine” last weekend at Fort Clark Springs.
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BISD forced to spend $69,500
to replace gymnasium floor

Brackett ISD’s basketball
teams have had to deal with the
lack of a gymnasium floor for
the last month.

The floor in the new gym was
damaged by rain and the teams
had to juggle schedules to share
practice time in the old gym.

“It’s been tough on all of our
basketball teams,” Brackett Ath-
letic Director David Yeager
said. “But all of the coaches
have been patient, and worked
together to find a feasible sched-
ule to practice.”

The installation of the new
floor is expected to be completed
by this weekend.

“The floor was damaged with
rain water that into the building
and ran under the gym sub-
floor,” BISD Superintendent
Taylor Stephenson said. “The
new roof did not leak. However,
the roofing contractor had not
yet installed downspouts on the
front and back of the gym.

“We had a 5 1/2-inch rain

and a 3 1/2-inch rain in Octo-
ber before the downspouts were
installed. The water came off the
roof so fast into the gutter that it
splashed into the gym through
windows.”

Stephenson said the district
has received written statements
from an architect and a build-
ing contractor as to the cause of
the water damage.

“We also have had an insur-
ance adjuster visit the site,” he
said. “A roofing contractor will
also give us a written report on
the cause.”

The old oak gym floor had
water under the sub-floor. The
water caused the floor to begin
to “cup” or swell up on the
ends. Stephenson said two floor
contractors inspected the floor
and determined that the entire
floor needed to be replaced.

“The old flooring was wet
and had to be removed with a
Bobcat,” he said. “The concrete
B See RAIN/Page 5

B Steven R. LaMascus

In ancient Rome, the gladiato-
rial games were all the rage. They
involved the savage death of men,
women and wild animals.
Opinion/Page 2

B Shanae Simmons

It is very surprising how every
day you learn something new. Life
lessons, they always seem to jump
up and nip you in the bum.
Opinon/Page 2

B Carolyn Rutherford

We are holding a public hear-
ing about our EMS personnel vari-
ance request. The meeting is on
Monday at 9 a.m.
Community/Page 3
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Simple question deserves answer

The chattering of the Mag-
pies are being heard again on
Fort Clark Springs.

Here is another tidbit that
was related to me about a mem-
ber who was looking for an an-
swer. It seems he had a simple
question about where he would
like his car sticker to be placed
and the reply he got from the
general manager was: “Why
don’t you crabby old men just
sell out and leave.”

What kind of answer is that?

What has happened to the
employees who treated their em-
ployers with just a little respect?
Isn’t the G.M. an employee
hired by this association? What
became of her respect for one
of her employers? Why didn’t
she just explain, calmly, why?
It’s not that hard, is it?

See how having our hands
tied and them not listening to a
large portion of the membership
is further disrupting the usual
calmness of FCS? Voting out
this kind of element at the next
election is the only way we are
going to put a stop to this kind
of madness. So please don’t for-
get to vote when the time comes.

While on the subject of direc-
tors, why do we need a seven-
member board? Are we such a

huge entity that we need this
many people to run our fort?

I think not!

Yes, we do need an uneven
number so that a tie won’t hap-
pen. But why seven? Why not
three or five? That just sounds
like way too many ill thought-
out opinions to think about. And
in the case of FCS, the lesser
opinionated seem to follow the
ones with the worst opinions.

It looks to me like a smaller
board of listening, thinking and
more-caring people, and not the
so-easily-led, less-caring people
being led around by the ring-
master. This smaller number
would make it harder for a ring-
master to herd the sheep around
by the nose.

This is just something to
think about for the future of the
fort. But maybe not the present
because many of the non-think-
ing flock would be left and we
would be in bigger trouble than
we are now.

I wish to thank those of you
for your words of encourage-
ment for me to keep writing.
Please think of doing the same
yourselves. It is going to take so
much more to get our fort back
to where it should be.

Richard Card

Fort members can see the truth

In the Fort Clark November
Newsletter, the general manager
stated, “The golf courses are
looking wonderful. I do not be-
lieve I have ever seen these
courses with this much lush
grass since moving here 2 1/2
years ago. Of course, the green
area and pastures are beautiful
as well.”

Apparently the general
manager’s memory is no better
than her story-telling skills.

I went out and checked on the
green areas and the 9-hole golf
course — they looked terrible!
There might have been a green
area that was recently cut, but I
couldn’t find one.

This statement by the Fort
Clark G.M. is, in my opinion, a
lie. The truth is that the green
areas, 9-hole course, pastures,
airstrip and trails have not
looked worse since I moved
here seven years ago. Also, the
swimming pool has not stunk
like a septic tank and been so
filthy and slimy that the bottom
was not visible since I moved
here seven years ago.

This is some more of the
swinging watch nonsense. I

guess if you are incapable of
actually performing the duties of
a real general manger, you des-
perately try to get the member-
ship to believe bold-faced lies.

It’s bad enough we lost our
good maintenance department,
now we’re lied to about the con-
dition of the fort. And the liar
also assumes that members are
so dumb they will believe the
lies. I wonder if it ever occurred
to the general manager that all
we have to do is drive around
the fort and look at the knee-
high — and in some cases hip-
high — weeds and brush that
have over-run the green areas.

Two weeks after the newslet-
ter came out, some of the brush
was cut, but some areas have not
been cut since we lost our main-
tenance crew, and most others
have been cut only once or
twice.

Also, brush pick up is ridicu-
lously slow, just ask anyone you
know that has thrown out brush.
It’ll sit in front of your house
until it turns to’ mulch before it
gets picked up. Let’s remember
this at the next election.

Dave Reinhold

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Brackett News welcomes and encourages letters to the editor. Let-
ters should not exceed 350 words. The editor reserves the right to refuse
or edit all letters submitted for length, potentially libelous statements
and accuracy of information. All letters must be signed and include a
mailing address and phone number for verification purposes. All writers
must provide proof of identity. Letters published and viewpoints of col-
umnists do not necessarily reflect the editorial beliefs of this newspaper.

Don'’t let your sorrows come
higher than your knees.

To subscribe, please clip this application and mail to:
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NEWS NOTES: MORE PEOPLE CONCERNED ABOUT
THEIR PRIVACY & SURVEILLANCE IN STORES...

Society hasn

In ancient Rome, the gladi-

atorial games were all the rage. -

They were vicious, bloody, in-
humane spectacles involving
the savage death of men, women
and wild animals.

In the mornings, the wild
beasts were killed. This involved
titanic, life-and-death struggles
between men and wild animals,
or between different kinds of
animals, like lions and tigers or
bears and bulls. The gladiators
who fought the wild animals
were separate from those who
fought other men. Apparently,
the skills required for each were
so different that they were
never pitted against each other.

At noon, the simple execu-
tions were presented. The gladi-
ators, soldiers and even private
citizens were allowed to hack
and slice to death the convicted
criminals and whatever Chris-
tians had been captured. This
too was a very -popular spec-
tacle, involving copious quanti-
ties of blood and gore.

The afternoon performance
was the main event. This was
when the gladiators met face to
face in the arenma to hack each
other to pieces. The gorier the
event the greater the glee of the
crowd. At various times, the
emperor(s) would even pick
someone from the audience and
have them thrown into the arena
to be slaughtered by the gladia-
tors, and a good time was had
by all. By the way, the Romans
kept close count of the numbers
and types of wild animals killed,
but saw no reason to track the
number of humans.

Sounds revolting doesn’t it?
Or does it?

Today, in the United States,
we are heading in the same di-
rection as the ancient Romans.

Don’t believe me? Just look
at professional football, profes-
sional wrestling, professional
boxing, Ultimate Pride fights,
ice hockey, roller derby and a

The Way
I See It

Steven R.
LaMascus

great number of other “sports

_entertainment” programs.

Why do you think programs
like “Real TV,” which shows
graphic clips of people doing in-
credibly dangerous and stupid
things and getting badly injured
in the process, are so popular?

I caught a piece of one the
other day where they replayed
over and over again a kid break-
ing his leg trying to skid a skate-
board down a stair handrail. The
close-up was particularly revolt-
ing as it showed in slow motion
the bone breaking and folding
back as the kid hit the concrete.

There is even a series of vid-
eos on the market called, I be-
lieve, “The Faces of Death,”
where people being killed in
various unique and gruesome
ways is presented on film for
your viewing enjoyment. I un-
derstand that they are hugely
popular. And they are real, not
fake. These are real people be-
ing killed, and some sick people
think it is entertaining!

Our television news coverage
is another example of our desire
to see mayhem up close and per-
sonal.

The buzzword for TV news
coverage, as well as for news-
papers, has for years been, “If
it bleeds, it leads” — 'meaning
that blood and guts is more
popular with the public and sells

' more copy, than human-interest

stories. Violence sells, just like
sex!

We pride ourselves in our
civilized urbanity. We brag that
we have advanced more in the

last 100 years than all of human-
ity did in the rest of history. In
some ways that may be true, we
have advanced mechanically
and technologically far beyond
our ancestors. But our mentali-
ties are still stuck in the past. We
are deluding ourselves when we
boast that we are more civilized
than the ancient Romans.

The truth is that we are still
no more than bloodthirsty sav-
ages, thinly covered with a ve-
neer of civility. And the sad fact
is that instead of progressing
toward a more civil, genteel,
godly society, we are regress-
ing daily into a world of de-
bauchery, immorality and vio-
lence. We are rushing headlong
into a future filled with the evil
iniquities of the past.

I am willing to bet that in 100
years. the coliseum; in Rome, or
someplace 'similar, will again see

't progressed morally

the spilling of human blood for

the entertainment of the scream-
ing spectators.

Oh, the participants will
probably be volunteers. With the
huge number of witless, idiots
around today who are willing to
risk their lives for a thrill, it
would be fairly easy to round up
enough of them to have a pretty
interesting matinee. But it will
still be blood sport.

The truth is that we haven’t
progressed morally one micron
in the last 2,000 years. We are
still barbarians. We are still
ruthless, soulless and often
mindless minions of evil. And
just like then, the Christians are
being targeted for vilification.

Isn’t it amazing how the only
path to life is always the most
reviled? -

Come to Jesus. Be part of the
cure instead of the disease.

Acts 3:19, “Repent therefore
and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that times
of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord.”
NKIJV
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A good life lesson

You know, it is very surpris-
ing how every day you learn
something new. Life lessons,
they always seem to jump up
and nip you in the bum. Lately,
I have also been thinking about
the past, especially about a cer-
tain story that came to my mind.
It is a story I have told many
times because it has a good life
lesson.

A few years ago when I was
about in the fourth grade, I was
into acting and things in that
area. I was constantly audition-
ing for parts, thinking I was the
perfect person to fill any role.

One day my sister, Timmeka,
and I were auditioning for a
modeling job up in the moun-
tains. It was a real treat because
we lived in the city and my fam-
ily got to travel all the way up to
mountain country.

When we arrived to a large,
beautiful hotel, I got excited. We
walked into a room with many
other little girls and boys. A lady
asked us to sign in and gave us
a paper to fill out. I filled out my
application and I felt on top of
the world, though I was slightly

nervous. Then, all the children

were filed into a long line, we
got our picture taken with a
Polaroid camera, and it was then
stapled to our paperwork. Af-
ter that, we went home.

Finally, the day came when
we got the call back. I remem-
ber it, I was so excited and
couldn’t wait when I realized
who my step-father was talking
to on the phone.

After saying thank you and
hanging up the phone, he
looked at my sister and I with a

‘soft-smile and some excitement.
He said, “Timmeka, they said"
~you made it and we will go for |
your fitting in a couple of |
days.” He then turned to me a ‘!

bit slower and said, “Shanae ...

um ... I am sorry, but you didn’t

make it.”

My heart was broken. I was !
a very jealous child already, but !
when my sister made it and I
didn’t, I went mad. It hurt so :

much. I didn’t know what to do,
so after a large temper tantrum,

I stomped off to my room cry- !
ing. My sister tried to comfort !
me, but I was mad at her for :
making it over me, and I wanted

her to leave me alone.

The day finally came when
she left again, up into the moun-
tains, for a fitting. I refused to
go. I know I should have, this
was my sister, and I should have
at least been by her side during
it all, but I wasn’t. [ was a green
monster, who was too blind with
my own jealousy to even see.

I remember that evening '

when they came back, I barely

even looked at my sister.
“Shanae,”

walking in the door.
“What?” I asked angrily.

He then told me the story of i
their little trip. Apparently, af- :
ter getting to the fitting and walk-
ing in with my sister, they asked

where Timmeka was. My step-

father then went on by telling

them that this was Timmeka

standing next to him. They then

argued and said, that’s not
Timmeka, this is Timmeka,
showing him a picture — a pic-
ture of me. Apparently, our pa-
pers got mixed up and they
thought that I was Timmeka, but
because she was already there

my step-father
said with a grin on his face after !

and I wasn’t, they decided that
they would take her. Because of |

my own jealousy, I lost a great
modeling job that paid $50 an
hour. Plus, my sister got to

model with some hunky
snowboard guys on a mountain.

When I think about it, I kick |

myself, but I wouldn’t have
learned such a great lesson if I
hadn’t gone through the whole
ordeal. Oh yeah, in the end, I
sucked it up and went to watch
my sister’s shoot, and let me tell
you, she wasn’t half bad.-Hey,
you win some and you lose
some.

——
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Public hearing on personnel Varlance set for Monday

Once again, we are holding
a public hearing about our EMS
personnel variance request.

The meeting is on Monday at
9 a.m. at the Kinney County
Courthouse before the regular
Commissioners Court meeting.

Kinney County EMS requests
this variance from the Texas De-

son in the patient care compart-
ment and one non-EMS-certi-
fied person, a volunteer, to
drive. I am required to let you
know that this variance allows
us to function, but is in fact out
of compliance with the strict
TDH rules. It is only a tempo-
rary measure until we have

EMS
Update

Carolyn
Rutherford

a total of $2,400 to $3,600.

One point to make very clear
is that we maintain the highest
level of staffing we can provide.
In all cases, there will be at least
one EMS-certified attendant
with our patient. That EMT will
give our patient the highest qual-
ity care possible.

Zulema S. Wilson

Zulema S. Wilson, 70, passed away Nov. 26, 2002,
Antonio. She was born Aug. 17, 1932, in Brackettville.

She is proceeded in death by her husband, Willard Maurice
Wilson, and her parents, Faustino and Maria Sandoval.

Wilson is survived by her sons: David Ricardo Wilson of Dal- *
las and Steven Guillermo Wilson and wife Stephanie of San Anto-
nio; grandchildren: Dylan Guillermo and Gabriella Maria Wil- ¢
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LIFESTYLES

Thursday,December 5 ,2002

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

LLASIK
I.aser Vision
Correction

Cataract Surgery with lens implant
Diabetic Eye Disease

Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
Laser Surgery in the Office
Medicare & Medicaid Accepted
Se Habla Espanol

800-747-2511
or 830-278-2020

927 East Main Street
Uvalde, Texas

The Brackett News — your news source!

4200 E. .Garfield

We Built Our Business
Following Three Simple Rules...

1. Families First 2. Families First 3. Families First

At Del Rio Funeral Home we are in the business of
serving families. In fact, we have cared for more families
than any other funeral home in Del Rio. We are
proud that we can offer you the BEST VALUE on
funeral products and services in the area.

*Ask about our Complete Funeral Service Package
for $4995.00 ($6,000.00 value)

Includes: TRADITIONAL FUNERAL SERVICES,
20 guage non-protective CASKET, poly guard grave
LINER and one ground BURIAL SPACE in the
Garden Eight at Del Rio Memorial park.

Del Rio Funeral Home - 775-2222

Leon Humphreys, Mgr. . 1-800-899-3892
*Cash Advances not included * Offer good through December 31, 2002

Quick, easy party tricks

Parties, parties, parties! Can’t
handle so many goodies in such
a short time? Is there any help?
Yes! I'll share some simple,
quick and easy tricks to get us
through when all ideas or hopes
are gone.

Bottomless Cheese Crock

Ingredients: 4 cups (1 pound)
of shredded sharp cheddar
cheese, 1 small package (5
ounces) of cream cheese, 1 1/2
tablespoons each of dry mustard
and garlic salt, and 2 table-
spoons of brandy.

Bring the cheeses to room
temperature (soft). Combine all
the ingredients and beat until
well blended. Pack into a con-
tainer, cover and refrigerate for
one week before using first time.

This makes about 3 cups. Be-
fore serving, let soften at room
temperature for one hour.

Once this cheese crock is
started, you keep blending
cheese remnants into it — such

Goodies
From G.G.

Vada
Baldree

as swiss, jack or any cheddar
types.

Always shred and beat in
while cheese is soft and in
crock, adding a small amount of
olive oil or cream cheese for
good consistency. Also ad
brandy, dry sherry, port, beer
or kirsch, keeping the total no
more than original brandy. Let
mixture age a few days before
serving.

Use this every week or two,
always saving part of the origi-
nal mixture to keep crock go-
ing.

Cream Cheese Trio

Ingredients: 3 small packages
(3 ounces) of cream cheese; 1
tablespoon of sesame seed,
toasted; 1 tablespoon of soy
sauce; 2 tablespoons of chopped
fresh chives, 2 to 3 tablespoons
of taco sauce.

Leave cream cheese blocks
whole and bring to room tem-
perature. Toast sesame seeds by
spreading on baking sheet and
bake about five minutes at 350
degrees until golden brown.

Coat one cheese block with
toasted seeds and place on de-
sired serving dish (all three may
be served on single tray if de-
sired). For added zest, drizzle
SOy sauce on top.

Press chives into second
block of cheese, covering gen-
erously over all sides. Place
third cheese block on tray and
spoon about half of taco sauce
over it, adding more as needed.
There are 12 total servings.

Red Hatters host monthly meeting at Barbara’s Table

The Red Hatters of Kinney
County held its. monthly meet-
ing at Barbara’s Table with 16
members attending. Plans were
made for the next meeting.

The South Texas Hill Coun-

try Red Hatters will meet on Sat-
urday at the Uvalde Country
Club at noon.

Everyone attending will bring
a Christmas ornament or deco-
ration for a gift exchange.

Nosotros Construimos Nuestro Negocia
Siguiendo Tres Simples Reglas...

1. Primero Familias 2. Primero Familias 3. Primero Familias

En Del Rio Funeral Home estamos para servir a
las familias. De hecho, hemos cuidado de mas familias que
cualquier otra funeraria en Del Rio. Nosotros
estamos orgullosos de poderles ofrecer el Precio Mas
Economico en productos y servicios funerarios en la area.
*Pregunte sobre nuestro paquete completo de servicios
funerarios de $4995.00 (valor de $6000.00)
Incluye: Servicios Funerarios Tradicionales
Atanad Calibre 20 sin proteccion, tumba forrada multi -

protegida.

Y fosa en el

Garden Eight de Del Rio Memorial Park
Del Rio Funeral Home - 775-2222

200 E. Garfield

Leon Humphreys, Mgr.

1-800-899-3892

* No inclove deposito en efectivo
* Oferta valida hasta el 31 de diciembre 2002

The Kinney County Red Hat-
ters will be hosting the South
Texas Red Hatters on April 5.

Plans are being made for the
Spring Fling. It will be discussed
at the December meeting.

J.J. Hidalgo was born to
Saul and Karen Hidalgo on
Oct .24th, 2002; 12:37 p.m.
at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 4 1bs
14 oz., 18 in. Paternal Grand-
parents are Jesus and Santa
Hidalgo. Maternal Grand-
parents - are Lyle and
Dorothea Jesse.
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UVALDE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

DeceMBER 2002 - OutrPATIENT CLINIC CALENDAR

* Active Medical Staff ¢

Begerra, Herminio, M.D.

Please Call for Office Hours

BRIEFS

Brackett ISD hosts

Christmas concerts
Brackett ISD is inviting the

community to its Christmas con-
certs. On Thursday, Dec. 12,
the fifth, sixth and Brackett Ti-

ger Bands will perform. On:

Monday, Dec. 16, the Pre-K

through fourth grades will per-

form various Christmas songs.
These performances are both in
the school auditorium at 7 each
night. Refreshments will be
served in the cafeteria following
both concerts.

The Tiger Band is selling
raffle tickets. First prize is an

Emerson DVD/VCR (partially
funded by Wal-Mart) and sec-
ond prize is an Apex VCR do- !

nated by HEB. The winning tick-
ets will be drawn between band
performances on Thursday.

Christmas poster

contest is planned

The Theme for this year’s
Community Unity Poster Con-
test is “Jesus, the gift of love.”
First Prize for the contest is $25,
second prize is $15 and third

prize is $10. Prizes will be,
awarded for three divisions — |
elementary, junior high and

high school.

All submissions must be
turned in by noon on Dec. 13 to
the BISD Main Office. All post-
ers become the property of the
Church Alliance of Brackett-
ville. The contest is open to all
ages of school children. Partici-
pants must reside in Kinney
County. Prizes will be given out
on Dec. 15 at the Community
Unity Christmas Program,
which will be held at the Civic
Center from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Attendance is required.

There will be a silent auction
for the posters during the pro-
gram. Winning posters will be
displayed at Kinney County
Public Library the following
week.

For more information, call

Charolette Corey at 563-212:.

Showcase to be held

Sunday afternoon

Next Sunday, from 2 to 5
p-m., get ready for a great Sun-

day outing! Instead of the:

Christmas Homes Tour, the Kin-
ney County Arts Council is
showcasing the Wainwright
House with all rooms groomed
for Christmas.

For $1, a tour of this histori- -

cal home is available and a
chance to participate in a silent
auction, pantry sale (bake
goods), retail items, and a raffle
of a beautiful hand made
afghan. So plan to kick-off the
Christmas season with a unique
opportunity to visit the home of
famous generals and where
John Wayne lived during the
filming of “The Alamo.”

Calvary Brigade
returns to duty

Troopers are dribbling in
from their summer campaign
from the north and the east. Ar-
riving at the fort and getting re-
freshed, it will be time to shine
and spruce up FCS’ grounds,
creek and the exterior and inte-
rior of historical buildings.

The Calvary Brigade will be
mustering at Shafter Hall at 9
a.m. on Sunday and a “chow”
award that is guaranteed to
please the most finicky trooper
will be from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. A

There will be jobs for all, in-
cluding troopers with recover-
ing injuries, as well as dealing
with old wounds.

Genealogical group
meets on Saturday

The Southwest Genealogical
Society will meet on Saturday at
Neal’s Lodge Cafe in Concan at
10 a.m. The speaker will be
James Menke. The registration
fee is $2 and lunch is $8. The
public is invited.

Piano recital set
for 2:30 on Sunday

Lynn McNew and Marilyn
Baker will present their piano
students in a recital at 2:30 p.m.
on Sunday at the Methodist
Church.
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SPORTS She Brackell Fews S

Driving to the bucket

Brackett senior Philip Munoz drives to the basket past tournament against Sabinal to- and the championship is at 5:30
teammate Martin Flores during practice this week.

Tigerettes claim big

win over Leakey

The Brackett Tigerettes won
their first game on Nov. 22 with
a 34-7 road win over Leakey in
junior varsity basketball action.

The Tigerettes (1-1) were
leading 7-5 at intermission, but
broke the game open after
outscoring the Lady Eagles 14-
0 in the third quarter and 27-2
in the second half.

“After only one week of prac-
tice, our first game was pretty
rough, but we started coming to-
gether and working as a team in
the second game,” BHS coach
Tiffiny Blore said. “We are plan-
ning on working hard through
December, then coming back in
the new year ready to play.”

Timmeka Simmons paced
Brackett -with @ game-high 12
points against Leakey.

Jessi Crane and Divina Pena
both scored four points, Alanna
Conoly pitched in three points,
Clarissa Aguirre, Cassie Mata,
Tanya Molinar and Brandy
Smith all had two points and
Shaddine Gum added one point.

The Tigerettes opened their
season on Nov. 16 with a 23-12
loss to Knippa.

Simmons finished with five
points in the contest, Crane
scored four, Pena had two and
Stephanie DeLeon chipped in
one point.

Cubettes fall short

against Comstock

COMSTOCK — The Brackett
Cubettes seventh-grade team
came up short Monday, falling
to Comstock 27-9.

Comstock jumped out to an
11-5 halftime lead and then
outscored Brackett 16-4 in the
second half to secure the win.

Haley Harris led the Cubettes
in scoring with three points,
Julie Castillo and Bianca Stewart
each had two points, and Bailey
Allen and Daphne Hunt both
added one point.

Brackett resumes action today
with a 5 p.m. road game against
Sacred Heart in Del Rio.

Rain damages floor
B Continued from Page 1

slab under the floor had to com-
pletely dry for five days. New
maple flooring was shipped
from Wisconsin. Our contactor
worked tirelessly to get the floor
replaced.”

It cost the district $69,500 to
replace the floor, but Stephen-
son said the school plans on re-
couping the expense.

“We have informed the roof-
ing contractor and continue to
gather information to help with
the cause of the damage,” he
said. “The board’s attorney is
helping to direct these efforts.
It is our goal that either the in-
surance company or the roofing
company pay the entire cost of
the replacment of the floor. If
they don’t do it willingly, I'm
sure that the board will litigate
the incident.”

Thank You

The Community Thanksgiving Dinner was a great success. The
dinner was held Friday, November 22,2002, at the Kinney County
Civic Center. We appreciate everyone who attended and enjoyed
the excellent food and entertainment.

Local talent Patty Lopez opened the ceremony with the singing
of the National Anthem. Father Scanlan gave grace. Plates with
turkey and all the trimmings were prepared by Julie Molano and
Candy Gonzalez and were served by 4-H students and E.M.S.
staff. The Jones Elementary Kindergarden, 1st and 2nd grade
classes sang and read poems. Patty Lopez closed the ceremony
with a couple of her songs. All decorations were made by the
students of Jones Elementary and placed by Julie Nowlin. Robert
Garza, Leonel Juarez, and Mayor Carmen Berlanga thanked ev-
eryone for the performances.

We want to offer special thanks to Val Verde Home Nurses
Inc. for donating the food, to the Kinney County Commissioners
Court for allowing the use of the Civic Center at no cost, and to
Julie Molano and the Aging Center Staff for the preparation and
delivery of the excellent food. We would also like to thank and
recognize the following individuals and organizations for their con-

Hoop teams open play
in N.C. tourney today

Brackett opens play in the Brackett opened its seasons
Nueces Canyon basketball tour- with wins over Knippa (39-34)
nament today in Barksdale. and Leakey (51-39).

The Tigerettes (1-2) face “Our defense has been much
Sabinal today at noon in their better than I anticipated,” Tigers
opening contest. coach Charlie Marquardt said.

“We are progressing each “It is going to carry us until we
game,” Brackett coach Ricky find our shooting touch.

Creel said. “We are starting to “We’re starting to do a bet-
play as a team. ter job of limiting our turnovers.

“We have showed a lot of im- I'm sure we will take better care
provement through the first of the ball as the season
three games,” he added. progresses,” he added.

In today’s other first-round In the other first-round
matchup, LaPryor plays Nueces game, LaPryor plays Nueces
Canyon at 9 a.m. The losers of Canyon at 10:30 a.m. The los- | tributions and volunteering their time. We apologize if we did not
the two games meet at 3 p.mM., erg of the two games meet at | recognize anyone, but your time and efforts were very well appre-
while the winners play at 6 p.m. 11:30 a.m., while the winners | ciated.

On Friday, D’Hanis plays play at 5:30 p.m. Mr. & Mrs. Robeft Garza, Leonel Juarez, Martha Pena Par_dron,
Rocksprings at 9 a.m., and  On Friday, D'Hanis plays | ¢ 300 C SO0Ers Const S0, ooe Faner Eomelive
Knippa faces Utopia at noon. Rogksprmgs . 10'30. 4.m., @d Sarah Terrazas and Kinney Cty. Library, Brackett Chamber of Com-
Knippa faces Utopia at 1:30 merce, Robert Elledge & 4-H club, Carolyn Rutherford & E.M.S.,
p.m. United Medical Center, Candy Gonzalez, Mark Garcia, Connie Smith,
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Jaso, Elda E. Terrazas. Evangelina Cardenas,
Albert Payne, Sylvia Gomez, Pat Gomez, Julie Nowlin, Virginia
Reyes, Zulema Reyes Kermit Gomez, Maria D. Martinez, Francisca
D. Garza, Chacha Stewart, Elena Molinar, Lucila Valdez, Leo Luna,
Jeff Luna.

On Saturday, the consolation
contest is at 10 a.m., the third-
place final is at 1 p.m. and the  On Saturday, the consolation
championship is at 4 p.m. contest is at 11:30 a.m., the

The Tigers (2-0) open the third-place final is at 2:30 p.m.

Photo by J.J. Guidry

day in a 1:30 contest. p.m.

ULE LIKE OUR DE#%& LS

BROVNAUTOCENTER.COVI

9 ENVOY SLE  yronmac
PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS [S :

O/ APR FINANCING
ON ALL

2002 & 2003 MODELS

SUNFIRE SE Y&outas

#2158

MSRP ... $32065 ® Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $2234

27§

GRAND AM

CENTURY LIMITED

’ DRIVING EXCITEMENT 'DRIV)NG EXCITEMENT

i

N N
S o
S

N S

#1012 #1991

#1351 #1884

MSRP ... $17530 e Rebate ... $2500
Brown Disc .. $1172

*13858

LESABRE @

T

MSRP ... $18705 ® Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $1100

$15605

Eie

‘We Are Professional Grade™

MSRP ... $19040 e Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $943

$3000

NMSRP ... $24920 @ Rebate ...
Brown Disc .. $1970

*19950

ufzssmd

N
S
S
N

vum

#2135 #1208 #1294 #1952

MSRP .

MSRP ... $26682 ® Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $2339

~22343

PARK AVENUE @&

_ MSRP ... $26360® Rebate ... $3000
Brown Disc .. $1996

*21364

. $33725 e Rebate ...
Brown Disc .. $3209

$2000 MSRP ... $29344 e Rebate ... $3000

Brown Disc .. $2389

x|

& SIERRA 1500 ===
S
N

#1277 ' #2072 #1998 #1215

MSRP ... $28925 @ Rebate ...
Brown Disc .. $2425

*22500

$4000 MSRP ... $36032 @ Rebate ... $3000

Brown Disc .. $3083

MSRP ... $28161 @ Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $2176

*23985

e ™

We Are Professional Grade ™

MSRP ... $32920 ® Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $2400

*28520

#2001 #2149 #1369

MSRP ... $45735 ® Rebate ... $4000
Brown Disc .. $56513

MSRP ... $34688 @ Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $3276

MSRP ... $37842 e Rebate ...
Brown Disc ., $3589

*32255

ESCALADE EXT B
(@) Jsavel

\\..ae*

$2000

MSRP ... $45844 e Rebate ... $4000
Brown Disc .. $5469

*36375

SONSOMA EXT CAB

& 2500 HD DIESEL CC °§ < SIERRA 1500 =M=
o~
™N ™N

#1693 #2051 #1980

MSRP ... $20953 ® Rebate ... $2000
Brown Disc .. $1468

85

MSRP ... $50015 e Rebate ...
Brown Disc .. $5693

$42322

'?ONTIAC

RIVING EXCITEMENT

$2000 MSRP ... $39722 e Rebate ...

Brown Disc .. $4101

$33621

$2000 MSRP ... $21620 ® Rebate ... $2000

Brown Disc .. $1536

18084

*All prices figured w:th Rebate & T.T.&L down W A o thru ‘GMAC
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' $6 PER WEEK - 12 WEEK MINIMUM

(830) 563-2852

oP
THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE

ROADRUNNER ENERGY #
Call Woody @ 563-9594 or 800-543-2630

‘%z.

[ « Tos es] =

AUTO SALES & DET7TAIL

778-2886
Mon-Sat 9-6 pm

(under the overpass on Ave F)
locally owned & operated by
Sergio DJ Diaz

We offer the following:
© Complete Hand Wash
® Hand Wax

® Carpet Shampoo

® Engine Wash

® Oil Change

® Leather Treatment

We Accept: Government Voyager ® State Inspection

Credit Cards, Visa, Mastercard,
American Express, Discover

© No Appointment
Necessary

AVON Recruiting Center

Mary Terry

Recruiter/Beauty Advisor

12 S. Main St. Downtown Del Rio

Phone (830) 775-8284
Fax (830) 775-8285
cjmterry@avon.net

Start your own business. Only $10 to start.

Free gift when you join.

ug §,

Case Discounts
Special Orders

Mon - Thu

12:00 PM -7:00 PM
Fri - Sat

10:00 AM - 9:00 PM

= |
S

Convenient Location on HWY 90
830-563-9030

This space could
be yours for $6
a week: Call

563-28b2.

E'?Kmney County Wool & Mohair :
3= The Rancher’s Shopping Center\?‘}\

Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store

*Livestock Feed * Game Feed *
* Hardware * Lumber *
Check And Compare Our Competitive Prices
Brackettville, TX

830-563-2471

P.O. Box 1010 W&
W. Spring St.” "§°

S{(S%%“ TaageTE

Sat. 8 a.m.-12 Noon

COPIES TO GO...

Christmas is just around the corner.
Personal calendars make good GIFTS.
Coples To Go personalizes Calendars
with copies of your snapshots.
2400 Veterans Blvd., Suite 8, Del Rio, TX 78840
(830) 775-1121 Fax (830) 775-2351
E-mail - copiestogo@wcsonline.net

Cheap Cheap Chéap.

PROPANE|

' PICO PETROLEUM
— 308 SOUTH GROVE
UVALDE, TX, 78801

278-5681

ree delivery to Brackettville

W&‘

Paint

\N““

Hoye ConstrucTION|

All Types of Construction

FREE ESTIMATES

€ Remodeling @ Roofing Repairs
@ Painting € Aluminum patio
€ Decks covers

9 Roofing @ Fences, etc.

830-317-4947

Durden &
Durden, PLLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

Business Law
Real Estate Law
Bankruptcy
Uvalde, Texas

Wills &
Trusts
Probate
(830) 278-2550

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

g:;c£cttui//c juv.;uvra/ ﬂom -

114 North Street

563-9600

Sjem/ing Z?rac/zetlfui//e since 1914 v

Manager: Leon Humphreys

Bruce Drilling and Services
Pumps Tanks Wells
Specializing in
Turn Key Installation of

trouble free water systems

Gordon Bruce Jr.
Texas Water Well Lic. # 2444WPKL

830-563-9916

Linda’s Nails

Mon-Sat.9-6
830-775-6966

Archle’s-_Landscapmg
and

/ Lawn Maintenance

Experienced - Professional

Free Estimates

Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

563-5102

Archie and Jill Woodson

Travis Wilson

Construction

Complete turn key jobs on RV
and Mobile home lots. Concrete,
water, sewer and electrical. Clear

lots and caliche pads
563-2398

Tom & Anita

Ertle ® Storage

pedicure spa service

SOUTHWEST

SEeRrvice Co.

(830) 563-9256
Visa/MasterCard/Discover

Parts ® Repair
Brackettville, TX

Come & Pamper Yourself with a quiet atmosphere
Complimentary wine & beverage with

2107 Veterans
Blvd. Suite #4

Del Rio, TX

Free Estimates

Hwy 90E

Davis Héi‘dware & Ranch Supply|

Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876

101 East Spring Street
Brackettville, TX 78832

General Hardware
Pipes & Fencing

Phone 830-563-2528

Stock Medicines
Ranch Supplies g}

Physlcal Therapy

Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road
Uvalde, Texas 78801

Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/Insurance |

Se Habla Espanol

Stacey
Ashabranner

Custom Designs on clothes, caps, bags, linens
bedding, etc. No order too big or too small!
Unique Gifts! You tell us. We'll Sew What?

Roofing and Remodeling

SEW WHAT?
Custom Embroidery

P.0. Box 917

Phone: 830-563-9006
Brackettville, Texas 78832
E-mail: ashent@medinaec.com

ROOFING SHEETMETAL REMODELING ROOM ADDITIONS STUCCO

AAA

No Job Too Jig or Small

Peter D. Perez |
(830) 563-2617

SHEET ROCK TEXTURES PAINTING FENCING CERAMIC TIL]

BOARING __TWENTIES
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ey ther grie] balow, twenty words cer be fownd that fit the category for
ACROSS prefer senses attend and today. Circls sach word that you find and list & i fhe 6pade pro-
1 Tuna 42 Word from 59 __ off; HeCEpE mﬂ “[ Ni W’t' o‘h' !wi MI 1 m“ M!'mw‘hlﬂwmnw
containes 13 Down Egim 31 Brit. marmpho s given to gel mnz Can ,:fmw’;mdtg
4 Dry and 43 Noutical a gume curréncy . g i
shriveled direction 70 RR depot: 32 Living . BALL TEAMS
& UN goal 44 Autumn var, room item Today's Category: BASKET i
13 Encournge flower POWN 33 Franken- .
14 Stumbie 45 Omamen- 1 Move stein’s aide ] SSCINOBREPUS %‘ Bukis
15 Became tal sheeve slowly 34 Compladne i 5
furious band 2 Aristotle’s 35 Hi AABUG KR DCRE P. i‘
16 Siamese 47 Foolish mall 37 Afresh EODDHKDILI 8V J 5.
cry person 3 Informative 40 Alma __
17 Leave the 49 Mistake 4 Walk 44 Sun disk KIWCWEGDL CGUIs ?:
ground 51 Fatal 5 Mr. 46 Cover com AREALAADSN T B.
18 Heant 56 Dinmond Sevareid pletely i 9.
chambers e 6 Jeopardy 48 Noble LRHBMIWTU ZILIO | ;p,
19 Overty 58 Gradaal 7 Ensheathed principies 11.
fustidious increases blades 50 Readjust Nde Mg REO S 2 2 12.
22 Comion in loud- 8 Sunday 52 President I WD CEDGPEA ANS ﬁ*
street name ness, school b ; e
23 Nemered msically opener :ccusn:»:m NDWBCESSEUJEDU i
24 Long 61 Actress 9 Munch President GEMSTEKCOHRTN }g'———""—'—
petiod Verdugo 10 Concord 53 Finger 13.""’"’""_‘—“““
of iliness 63 FDR's 11 Cover a food S 1 8§ S S RECAPSS 19'——'—
26 Pant of 4 morm room with 54 Viadimir 5
bicycle 64 Ms. plests itk i - S - e N e = B S el i 1 Wi m(o 20.
29 Odors Murray 12 Dutch 55 River in
_:2 ;\"m:n 2 Fathers expor Europe
36 Back ISt narme 13 Officials 56 For fear G20 °
3§ Let for a dare- 20 Home in that Terla Tlmﬂ by Walter Branch
39 Cruel one devil a tree 57 Hipbones : ny s
40 Food for 67 Scottish 21 Crown 59 Fil one's 1. Who was the first woman to receive the "Lincoln
the wan- naturalist 25 Punctures piggy bank ion"?
dering John 27 Sea in 60 Native Center MedalhOl.] H X 5 2 "
lsmTclilcs (1838- Russia Canadian 2. In the Walt Dlsney movie, Sleeplng Beauty ’ what
41 Suffix for 1914) 28 Belief 62 G : . .
v o e e i3 is thg name)of the prince who kisses and awakens Sleep-
ing Beauty:
1 2 4 s & 7 8 - ] 10 {11 12 . . .
3. What bird became extinct in 1844?
3 4 15 4. How many black keys are there on a grand piano?
76 7 78 5. How did Vincent Van Gogh sign his paintings?
= - - - 6. What is astraphobia?
~ 7. In the famous song, which track did the Chatta-
24
i nooga Choo-Choo leave from?
2 27 ee > 0 31 8. What Central American country's name means "land
32 33 [34 36 87 - of trees"?
= - - 9. What is the national language of Pakistan?
= = 10. What city boasts the world's largest opera house?
A
4 a6 a7 48
= | %  HAPPY
e i == v BIRTHDAY V
4
3] 63 64
= = - Dec. 5.Joe Don Ferguson Dec. 7....... Becky Moore
— Dec. 5...Stevie Lowrance Dec. 8.....Carol Benefield
oo ™ Begad e vk Jack Taunt Dec. 8....Garland Hinesly
I Pec: J. Natalie Thelen Dec. 9....... Pedro Benitez
Trivia Time Answers () 2001 DBR Media, Inc. | ‘ Dec. 6....Frances Larson Dec.10.......... Ray Smith
HOA M3N "0 ‘npan "6 ‘efewzenn *g {47 yoea] *z Bulydyjo | || Dec. 7........ Rita Holmes Dec. 11.....Russell Latensen
(Hl

1834 "9 QUDUIA °§ ‘9 *p Yneeaus ay] ¢ ‘diyq Z ‘presesnigen3 vy | |

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
When making your holiday gift
list, keep finances in mind. You
don't have to spend a fortune to
make others happy. A simple,
thoughtful gift will do.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
You're tempted to be impulsive
this week. Thus, you could make
a purchase you'll regret in the
long run. This weekend, do some
holiday decorating.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
The watchword of the week is
practicality. This approach serves
you well when a minor crisis
erupts at work. Later in the week,
catch up on neglected correspon-
dence.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
You are able to learn a new skill
this week. For some, that means
becoming computer literate - fi-
nally! Over the weekend, a friend
needs an attentive ear.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)
Your thinking is right on target
at work. Take advantage of this
to come up with innovative so-
lutions. A social engagement
awaits over the weekend.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem-
ber 22) You do some searching
for the perfect gift for your mate.
Remember, money isn't of the
utmost importance in this. Later
in the week, work takes prece-
dence.

(c) 2001 DBR Media, Inc.

by Chales Cooper

LIBRA (September 23 to Octo-
ber 22) You're given a work as-
signment which isn't to your lik-
ing. However, your skills are best
suited for this. Grin and bear it;
it's soon put to rest.

SCORPIO (October 23 to No-
vember 21) It's a good time to
go over contracts and legal
agreements. Your mind is sharp,
and you won't miss a detail. This
weekend, make yourself available
for family projects.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22
to December 21) Caught up in
last week's festivities, some im-
portant work fell by the wayside.
Be sure to clear this up. Later,
you're entertained by a child's
fanciful tales.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) It's stop-and-go for
your work week. Try not to give
in to frustration. You can break
this cycle with the help of a co-
operative co-worker.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Your restlessness is
getting the attention of bigwigs
at work. Do your best to curb
this. Once you do, you're un-
stoppable.

PISCES (February 19 to March
20) Avoid a tendency to drive
yourself too hard, particularly at
work. All that overtime soon
catches up to you. Use the week-
end to catch up on much-needed
rest.
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The Pilgrims and the Puri-
tans came to America through
a church relocation project.
They were fervent in their de-
sire to worship God in a man-
ner that was unpopular in
many churches in England.

was having the right to wor-
ship their Heavenly Father
without being under a legalis-
tic, heavy hand that would
confine how they expressed
their love for the Father and
towards mankind. They de-
sired the freedom to express
this love and dedication to
God in every area of their
community, and not just leave
it in church on Sunday.

They knew that if they did
not keep God in every area of
their lives, their local govern-
ing would fail. They knew that
if they did not make sure to
make the principles of God a
part of everything in their
daily lives, God would not
bless them and prosper them.

Being a stranger in a
strange land demanded that
each of them walk in such a
way that would please their
Heavenly Father. Without
Him, the tribulations and tri-

One of the issues they had 1

Choose purlty and walk with God

Gateway
Ministries

Bob &
Charolette
Corey

als of the early settlers would
have caused them to fail.

The hardships of daily living
demanded that they keep them-
selves bound to the word of God
for wisdom, insight and godly
revelation. Their desire for liv-
ing a pure life also brought forth
spiritual anointing in their lives
and experiencing the divine
presence of God.

Without this walk of purity,
our forefathers would have ut-
terly failed. Each one of them
succeeded to the degree that they
followed the principals of the
Living Word of God. Today, if
we wish to give an inheritance
of success to our children and
grandchildren, we must reach
out and bind to ourselves those
same Godly principles.

Right when the devil wishes
to tear this nation apart, it is a

time for great grace to fall
upon us. It is a time of resto-
ration and redemption for our
nation as we re-embrace the
principles of God’s word and
rebuild the “temple of God.”
Each one of us who believe
that Jesus Christ is our Lord
and Savior is a “temple of the
Holy Spirit.” It is time to heal
the breaches and mend the
walls. It is a time for each of
us to walk in purity.

God’s word says, “See that
ye love one another with a
pure heart.” (I Peter 1:22)

Jesus commissions each of
us to “Be thou an example of
the believers, in word, in con-
versation, in love, in spirit, in
faith, in purity.” (I Tim. 4:12)

In II Tim. 2:19-22, it tells
us to “flee youthful lusts.”
This is an appropriate com-
mand for all of us, urging us
to grow up spiritually and not
remain a child in our walk
with God.

Just as God called our fore-
fathers, he is calling each of
us this day to choose purity
and walk in the diving pres-
ence, anointing, and revela-
tion of God. Stand in faith, rest

in hope, walk in love.

What do your children
learn from your marnage"

“Josh, the kids are in bed.
We need to talk. Can you pry
yourself away from the TV?”

“Look, Kerri, I want to see
this game. Can’t it wait?”

Kerri, growing impatient, re-
torted: “You don’t care about
the kids and me. All you care
about is your sports.”

Turning away, she left the
room in anger.

“Well, why can’t we do our
talking some other time,” Josh
shouted.

:“The=only. time:you have is<.the.money:home: for the family:.: =

taken up with TV and ball
games,” Kerri shouted back.

Josh, feeling guilty, decided
it would be best to talk: “OK,
Kerri, I'm sorry for my reac-
tion. Let’s start this all over and
I promise to listen. What’s on
your mind?”

Sitting down at the kitchen
table, they continued the con-
versation in a more civil tone.

Kerri spoke first. “I was read-
ing something today about fami-
lies. It said that married couples
need to acknowledge each
other’s contributions to the fam-
ily in the presence of the chil-
dren. I realized that you and I
have gotten into a rut of being
more critical than constructive.”

“What do you suggest?” Josh
inquired.

“I can’t speak for you,” Kerri
replied, “but I‘ve decided that I

i ,
| Empowering

Families

Dr. Donald
Smith

need to acknowledge to the chil-
dren what a good provider you
are. You work hard and bring

And there are other things, too.

“I’m going to try to say some-
thing kind to you in front of the
children every day. I'm hoping
that you can do the same for
me,” she said.

“You're right,” Josh said. “I
need to do the same. Our chil-
dren need to see more of us in
love, rather than in anger. You
really are a wonderful wife,
Kerri. I hope that our boys will
use you as a pattern when they
grow up and look for wives of
their own.”

A very wise man once said
that God is delighted with the
mutual love of husband and wife
(Sirach 25:1). A good wife is a
generous gift (Sirach 26:1-3).

What do your children learn
from your marriage? A good
marriage is the foundation of
good parenting.

You can do anything through faith

Faith sees the invisible, be-
lieves the incredible and re-
ceives the impossible.

God is still in the business of
granting miracles. With God, all
things are possible, if you will
only believe.

Jesus said, “Everything is
possible for him who believes.”
(Mark 9:23)

Jesus has a lot to say about
faith and the lack thereof: “You
of little faith, why are you so
afraid?” (Matthew 8:26)

In the ninth chapter of Mat-
thew, two blind men asked Jesus
to restore their sight. Jesus
asked the men point blank, “Do
you believe that I am able to do
this?”

“Yes, Lord,” they replied.

Then Jesus touched their eyes
and said, “According to your
faith will it be done to you.”

And their sight was restored.

Did Jesus say, “Oh sure I’ll
do it for you?” No! He said,
“According to your faith ...”

If either or both men had pos-
sessed any lack of faith, he or
they would have remained
blind.

Because Jesus was rejected
by the people of his own home-
town (Nazareth), He did not do

.many miracles there because of

We have faith, but do we
have works?

the time of year when much
attention is focused on giving
to those less fortunate than we
are.

I wonder why this is? Why
do we concentrate on giving
to others only during the
Christmas season?

Why can’t we make giving

round project?

St. James asks us (James
2:14-18) what good is it if
someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can that
faith save him?

If a brother or sister has
nothing to wear and has no
food for the day, and one of
you says to them, “Go in
peace, keep warm and eat
well,” but you do not give
them the necessities of the
body, what good is it? So also
faith of itself, if it does not
have works, is dead.

James tells us that the fol-
lower of Christ is the one who
performs works of charity and
Jjustice. How can we apply this
to our every day lives?

The weather is getting
cooler — maybe you can help

Serve your faith
through good works

We are rapidly moving into

.to.the less fortunate a year-

Church

Lynn
McNew

a child who doesn’t have a
warm coat.. «..

Gasoline is very costly —
maybe you can offer a ride to
a senior citizen that may not
be able to afford to drive a
car.

We, as Catholic Christians,
have the opportunity to serve
our faith community through
the archbishop’s appeal. It is
our chance to do something
for all our church family — an
opportunity to help all the
many organizations that are
there for those in need.

Lord, I thank you for the
faith you have given me. I ask
for reminders in my daily life
of the good works that I can
do.

You are welcome to wor-
ship with us anytime at St.
Mary Magdalene Catholic
Church. God bless you.

HEALTH

Frontier
Baptist
Church

Rev. Dave
Crowe

their lack of faith. (Matthew
13:58)

The close relationship be-
tween faith and miracles is
stressed in Matthew’s Gospel
8:10,13 9:2,22,28-29.

I love the scripture where
Jesus is walking on the water and
says to his disciples, “Take
courage! Itis I. Don’t be afraid.”

Peter replied, “Lord if it’s
you, tell me to come to you on
the water.”

Jesus said, “Come.”

Peter got out of the boat and
started walking towards Jesus.
As he started to doubt, he started
to sink. Then, he panicked and
screamed out, “Lord, save me!”

Jesus immediately pulled him
up and said, “You of little faith!
Why did you doubt?”

As unnatural as walking on
water is, under this set of cir-
cumstances, I like to think that I

could have done better, but as
Chuck Hall likes to say, “I could
be wrong!”

When Jesus’ disciples failed
to drive out a demon in a small
boy, they asked why and Jesus
replied, “Because you have so
little faith. I tell you the truth, if
you have faith as small as a mus-
tard seed, you can say to this
mountain, move from here to
there and it will move. Nothing
will be impossible for you!”
(Matthew 17: 14-23)

You can receive the power to
do anything you need to do
through prayer and faith, you
have Jesus’ word on it.

Jesus says, “I tell you the
truth, if you have faith and do
not doubt, not only can you do
what was done to the fig tree,
but also you say to this moun-
tain, ‘Go throw yourself into the
sea, and it will be done. If you
believe, you will receive what-
ever you ask for in prayer.”
(Matthew 21:21-22)

Jesus says, “Therefore I tell
you, whatever you ask for in
prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it shall be
yours.” (Mark 11:24)

Prayer and faith and belief
equals miracles. You can have
tremendous power!

The true Christmas spirit
can be found in scripture

Shopping malls are a part of
modern culture. As we enter the
malls during this Christmas sea-
son, we will be bombarded by
Christmas decorations and what
our culture tells us is the Christ-
mas Sspirit.

Shopping malls are the mod-
ern counterparts of the bazaars
and marketplaces of other times
and places. They are also social
centers, especially for children
and teens. So it was also in
Jesus’s day. He said His genera-

“tion was like children sitting in

the marketplace and calling out
to each other. (Luke 7:32)

Because of the marketing
techniques and advertising,
shopping centers seems to shout
out “Buy! Buy!” That is what our
cultural Christmas spirit calls us
to do. But if we listen to scrip-
ture, we will hear a different
Christmas spirit. That message
is: “Man shall not live by bread
alone.”

Our Redeemer
Lutheran

Church

Nathan
Lafrenz

Nothing we buy — not power
tools, clothes, toys, jewelry —
can offer us what we truly need
L in life. We do not 1ive by things
we can purchase. To be truly
alive we need Jesus Christ, the
living Bread. He has purchased
us from eternal death by his
death and resurrection. He only
can nourish us with his body and
blood so that we may live abun-
dantly now and forever more.

Come celebrate the living
Christ with us at Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church each Sunday
morning at 9.

See — people do read small ads!

k830-563-947 3

(Wylie Roofing\

FREE ESTIMATES

830-317-4193J

Satety important consideration in selecting gifts

Thinking about getting a por-
table basketball hoop for the ath-
lete in your family? Does your
10-year-old want to learn soap
making? Considering a baby
walker or swing for your new-
est family member?

It is the time of year for
thinking about giving and re-
ceiving presents. But some of
these gifts, according to the
Texas Department of Health
(TDH), have hidden hazards.

A few simple precautions can
help people buying gifts for chil-
dren make the best decisions, ac-
cording to Annabelle Dillard of
TDH’s Products Safety Divi-
sion.

“Parents should not buy toys
with small parts for children un-
der 3,” Dillard said.

“In addition, some toys can
break, exposing young children
to the hazards of choking on
small internal parts.

“For example, recent prod-
uct recalls have included plastic
toys that can easily break and
stuffed toys with parts or seams
that can be detached during nor-
mal use, exposing parts that are
small enough to become lodged
in a child’s windpipe,” she
added.

To find out if a small part on
a toy is a choking hazard, par-
ents can use a simple test. Take
the cardboard tube from a roll
of toilet paper. If the part can
pass through the tube, it could
choke a child.

In addition to safeguarding
children from obvious hazards

such as small parts and sharp
edges, parents need to train their
children to be aware of safety
issues, Dillard said.

Most adults know that elec-
tronics and water don’t mix, but
children may not recognize the
dangers of electrical shock.

Many model and art kits con-
tain glue that require knowing
about proper use and adequate
ventilation. Parents also should
train older children to keep. their
toys away from younger sib-
lings who may not know how to
use them.

When selecting toys, pay at-
tention to labels.

“Keep in mind the age and
skill level of the child you’re
shopping for,” Dillard said.

“Look for age recommenda-

tions on the label such as ‘not
recommended for children un-
der 3’ to guide you in finding a
safe age-appropriate toy. And
keep in mind also that a few
months can make a huge differ-
ence in the skill level of a small
child, so it’s best not to give an
18-month-old child a toy de-
signed for a 2-year-old.”

This year, Nov. 18 through
Nov. 22 is “Toy Sweep 2002,”
when TDH inspectors go out
looking for recalled toys and
other children’s items on retail
store shelves.

“When we find recalled items
on the shelves, we notify the re-
tailer to remove the item and
send it to the manufacturer for
replacement and refund,” Dil-
lard said.

God Created the Church to be a
Family for ALL His Children.

Sunday Schedule:
Bible School at 9:30 am
Choir Practice at 10:15 am
Worship at 10:45 am

First United Methodist Church, “Home Away from Home”
Child care available upon request. 563-2823

808 N. Ann

Welcome!
Church of Christ

Sunday A.M., 9:30 Classes - 10:30 Worship
Sunday P.M. 1:30
Wednesday P.M. 6:30 Classes
Minister: Ray Melton

563-2616

Norma Conner: 563-2072

LIONS’ THRIFT STORE

SATURDAY, December 7, 2002
NEW STORE HOURS: 9 am to 12 pm
New Crop Pecans $7.00 a pound
Holiday Decorations!

Get your sweaters/coats before the cold weather!
Much, Much, More..Come See!

For information or assistance please call:

Tom Saylor:

Mary Dixon: 563-2747
563-3382

 :'; LAS MORAS MASONIC LODGE '1‘:;
meets the 2nd Monday, at 7:00 p.m.
School of Instruction meets the
2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m.

Visiting Brothers are Welcome

First Baptist Church (SBC)

Corner of Ann and Veltman

Pastor: R. D. Holloway 563-2245

Sunday: Bible study for all ages 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Adult/Youth/Children Descipleship Training 6 p.m.
Evening Service 7 p.m.
Wednesdays 7 p.m. Bible Study
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CLASSIFIEDS

Thursday, December 5, 2002

¢ AUTOMOBILES

1-800-CHARITY! DONATE YOUR
vehicle directly to the original, na-
tionally acclaimed Charity Cars.
100% charity - not a used car dealer/
fundraiser. 1-800-CHARITY (1-800-
242-7489), www .800 charity
cars.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

JUICE IT UP! Franchise opportunity.
Over 40 locations and growing. For
online app. www.juiceitup.com or 1-
888-70-JUICE. Ask for Vickii.

MONEY! THAT’S WHAT it's all
about. Highest proven grossing ma-
chines, consistent profits...ideal for
retirees or beginners. Call J.D. at
Majesta Marketing now, 1-866-
648-4955.

- DRIVER TRAINING

DRIVERS/STUDENTS NEEDED im-
mediately. CDL training available
through United States Truck Driving,
6021 W. Sherman, Phoenix, AZ
85043. Call for details: 1-866-653-
6627.

DRIVERS WANTED

A CAREER OPPORTUNITY. Lisa
Motors Lines is hiring student driv-
ers. Our affiliated school offers qual-
ity training to get you hired and on
the road. 1-866-367-9933.

CRST FLATBED INC./Owner Opera-
tors: Paid twice weekly. Average
$1.00 per mile to the truck. No
forced dispatch. Trailers available.
Regional and long haul. 1-800-366-
6361.

DRIVER - COMPANY & Owner/Ops
- Regional - Home Weekly. Pay for
experience up to 31 cpm Company,
81 cpm Owner/Ops. 1-800-454-
2887, Arnold Transportation.

DRIVER-COVENANT TRANSPORT -
Hiring experienced teams, solos and
trainers. O/O-Solos/Teams 83 cents.
We are looking for experienced teams
to run priority dispatch. Call 1-888-
MORE-PAY (1-888-667-3729).

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
Welcomes You
Corner of Fort
& Henderson

Sunday Services 10:45 am
Eucharist: Ist, 3rd, 5th Sunday
Morning Prayer: 2nd, 4th Sunday

SELL IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 563-2852

DRIVERS WANTED

DRIVERS-NO EXPERIENCE? Low or
no cost CDL training available.
Meals, lodging and transportation
provided. Tuition reimbursement.
$1000 bonus. OTR, regional, dedi-
cated freight. Swift Transportation,
1-800-231-52089.

DRIVERS - SW REGIONAL, home on
weekly basis. Teams start .34 cpm,
OTR start 32 cpm. Six months OTR
experience w/CDL-A. Ask for Harold/
Bob, National Freight, 1-800-666-
0380.

DRIVER - TRUCKERS! FFE - Will get
you home. FFE - Will get you paid.
FFE - Will get you miles. Call 1-800-
569-9232. Open all day, every day,
including holidays.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$$CASH$$ - IMMEDIATE CASH for
structured settlements, annuities, real
estate notes, private mortgage notes,
accident cases, and insurance
payouts. J. G. Wentworth, 1-800-
794-7310.

CASH NOW! FOR future payments.
We buy insurance settlements, an-
nuities and lottery winnings. We also
buy owner financed mortgages. Call
R & P Capital, 1-800-338-5815,
Ext-slsias

CREDIT CARD DEBT? Stop collec-
tion calls. Cut finance charges. Cut
payments up to 50%. Debt consoli-
dation. Fast approval. No credit
check. Avoid bankruptcy. National
Consolidators, 1-800-270-9894.

FOR RENT

FT. CLARK SPRS. 2 bedroom., 2
bath trailer in unit 15, lot 79. Very
nice, $350 month + $350 deposit.
563-9389 after 6:00 p.m.

FOR SALE

E-Z GO GOLF cart. Excellent condi-
tion, asking $1195. Call 563-9577.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/Week-
ends, Complimentary facials, prod-
ucts, etc. www.marykay.com/aflurry

HELP WANTED

EXTRA INCOME $250 - $500 week
helping U.S. Government file HUD/
FHA Mortgage refunds. No experi-
ence necessary. Will train to work at
home. Call TPl Research 1-800-589-
8891

JOIN OUR TEAM and make a differ-
ence. In the Texas Army National
Guard you can get money for col-
lege and career training. Call 1-800-
GO-GUARD.

PET SUPPLIES

GET HOOK, ROUND & Tapeworms.
Rotate Happy Jack (R) Liqui-Vict (R)
and Tapeworm tablets. At TSC Trac-
tor Supply (www.happyjackinc.com).

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE Development
Council announces the availability of
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Grant
Funding for Fiscal Year 2003 in co-
operation with the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ). Eligible project categories
under this grant include: Local En-
forcement, Source Reduction and
Recycling, Citizens’ Collection Sta-
tions, “Small” Registered Transfer
Stations, Household Hazardous
Waste Management, Technical Stud-
ies, Local Solid Waste Management
Plans, River and Lake Clean-ups,
Texas Country Clean-ups, Educa-
tional and Training Projects. Eligible
applicants are: Cities, Counties, Public
Schools and School Districts, Gen-
eral and Special Law Districts and
Regional Planning Commissions
(Councils of Governments) in the
Middle Rio Grande Development
Council Service delivery area. Please
note that as per Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality guidelines
applications for the collection and/or
transportation of MSW are not eli-
gible for funding furthermore, as a
matter of policy the MRGDC Board
does not solicit applications for soft
costs. For more information on this
request for project proposals, and/or
a copy of an application packet,
please contact: Marco A. Lopez,
Solid Waste Coordinator, Middle Rio
Grande Development Council, P.O.
Box 1199, Carrizo Springs, TX
78834, phone (830) 876-1286
Proposals shall be accepted until 5
P.M. - January 10,2002.

REAL ESTATE

ABSOLUTE STEAL! 5 Acres -
$19,900. Sacrifice price on beauti-
ful North Texas hill country property.
Perfect getaway, retirement or horse
set-up. Access to 600 acre private
park. Financing. Texas Land &
Ranches. Call now, 1-866-516-
4868.

COLORADO RANCH SALE. 35 acres
- 49,900. Magnificent mountain
ranch at 8,000' elevation. Mix of
meadows with spring-fed ponds and
aspen. Stunning views, virtually sur-
rounded by federal lands. Must see!
Good terms. Call Colorado Land &
Ranches, 1-866-353-4809.

FIND THE BEST deals right here!

LAKE LOT SACRIFICE - 5 Acres -
$24,900. Beautiful1ake property w/
access to 260 acre private lake. Per-
fect getaway, retirement, horse prop-
erty. World class fishing. Gated en-
trance. Surveyed. Low $ down.
Won't last! Call Texas Land &
Ranches, 1-888-676-5253.

NEW MEXICO MOUNTAINS. 140
Acres - Only $49,900. Gorgeous
grasslands, mature tree cover, 6,300’
elevation. Mountain views, year-
round roads and electric. Perfect for
horse lovers. Adjacent to national
forest. Excellent financing. Call to-
day. This won't last. SW Properties
of NM, Inc., 1-866-350-5263,

REAL ESTATE

O’Rourke Realty

Elsa & Paul O’Rourke
830-563-2713
Rentals Available

For Rent and/or For Sale - 3 bed, 2
bath unfurnished mobile home in Unit

27.

2 Bed, 2 baths, den, fireplace, car-
port and hot tub. $85,000 - appt.
nly

Drastically reduced - 3 bed, 2 bath,
partially fenced doublewide in unit
27. Now $62,000.

2 bed, 2 bath partially furnished mo-
bile home - Unit 32 - 2 lots. In great
condition. $32,000.

Doublewide in Unit 35, 3 bed, 2
baths. Sundeck, lots of oaks, 2 car
covered driveway. Beautifully cared
for. 2 lots $70,000.

7 Commercial lots on Spring St. in
Brackettville. $28,000.

Townhouse efficiency, $20,000.
orourke@the-i.net

REAL ESTATE

BEST DEAL IN the area! 2600 +/-
acres Brackettville. 3 sides high game
fenced. Good ranch roads, 5 tanks,
excellent game. Has been managed
for 20 + years. $ 495/acre. Call
Doug Evans for details & showing
(830) 895-0777.

79.75 ACRES. WELL, electricity,
heavy cover. Whitetail, exotics,
hogs, turkey, 5-deer county. Rock-
springs, $675/acre. Ranch Enter-
prises. 1-830-792-4953,
texasranchland.com

100 ACRES - $44,900. Trophy
whitetails (5 deer limit). Tree covered
hills and draws. Abundant turkey,
quail, small game. Good access. More
acreage available. E-Z terms. Call 1-
866-899-5263, Texas Land &
Ranches.

164 ACRES, PONDS, wildlife, al-
most 6000 sq. ft., 6-year old home,
4000 sq. ft. steel building, shop,
extra living quarters, motor-home
bay. Davis and Associates, 405
Hwy. 5 North, Mountain Home, AR
72853, 1-800-264-4511.
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COUNTY
LAND CO P.0. Box 1035

Brackettville, TX 78832
830-563-2446 830-563-2447

screened in porch.

FOR SALE OR LEASE.
® Acreage -

car carport all electric.

Have Buyers - Need Listings!

® Townhouse lot 116, unit 1 furnished.
® Unit 36 lot 39, FCS 2 Br, 1bt manufactured housing.
® Unit 27 lot 2 blk O FCS Eagle way 2Br, 2Bt 1180 sq. ft. custom built

® Brackettville - Old Stagecoach House corner of El Paso & Fort 1 bdr/1 bth.

80.03 Acres Tract #303 Leona Ranch.
® 166 AIRPORT RD. 2br/2bt enclosed porch, patio, storage, fenced b/y 2

Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis
info@kinneycountyland.com

® The Masters Condo unit 1201 1bdr,
furnished, garage $34,000.

® Unit 15 lot 160, 161 (160 Bliss
Circle) FCS 3bdr, 2bth manufactured
housing enclosed porch, partially fur-
nished, POSSIBLE OWNER FINANCED!

Same name new owner

LAS MORAS REALTY
DEBBIE TRANT
BARBARA VOSS

+ workshop!

& sheds, now $35,500,

New Listing: Unit 15 Lots 29/30, Nice 3 bed, 2 bath doublewide with
12’ x 22’ recreational room, storage area, fenced yard, double carport!

Lovely stone home nestled under large oaks. FP & high ceiling in den, lots
of windows. Approx. 1,942 sq.ft.,

Unit 32: 2/2 Fiqua mobile home with carport, covered patio, fenced yard

Ranches & small acreages available.

View listings: www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com

830-563-2997
104 A-E Spring

=

2 bed, 2.5 bath with office/3rd bed

€jas Properties

Condition.

oaks.

* New Listing-FCS 2/2 carport with detached studio, Excellent

* 3/2/carports, large yard, plus a 16x20 Office/Storage, near school.
* The Oaks, 2/2/2 Beautiful Home with sunroom, 2 lots and huge

* 2/2 Home with carport, Ward St. in FCS, excellent condition.
* 1450 acres Great Hunting! In the hills N. of Town.
We have ranches of all sizes available!
www.Tejas-Properties.com

Phyllis & Les Meyer
615 Hwy 90 EAST
830-563-9911

EMS Public Hearing To

heighten public awareness

compliance with the law.

401 S. Ellen St.

Public Notice

County EMS Personnel Temporary Shortage

There will be a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. Monday,
December 9, 2002, at the Kinney County Courthouse in
Brackettville, Texas. The purpose of this hearing is to

ing an EMS which is in noncompliance with the law.
Notice is hereby given that Kinney County Emergency

Service has requested a variance from the Texas Depart-

ment of Health to operate, said EMS, while not being in

would allow Kinney County EMS to operate emergency
vehicles while responding to and transporting emergency
patients. The public is encouraged to attend.

For additional information, please contact Carolyn Ru-
therford, EMS Director at the office 830-563-9090 Mon-
day through Friday 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., or visit at

Be Held Regarding Kinney

of the ramifications of hav-

The variance, if approved,

Battle over water rights in Kinney County bubbles to the surtace

W Continued from Page 1

fines for exceeding its pumping
limits from the Edwards Aqui-
fer. Pflugerville residents will
soon pay up to 35 percent more
for water to pay for a pipeline
carrying Colorado River water
to the city.

Zach Davis’ family settled in
Kinney County, on the Mexican
border, about 150 years ago. He
says he never thought much
about selling water until the City
of Eagle Pass, 56 miles to the
south, informally inquired
about buying water from the
county in the mid-1990s. Davis
hired an Austin law firm to ad-
vise him on rights to the water
beneath his land, which sits atop
the Edwards-Trinity Aquifer.

A deal with Eagle Pass didn’t
materialize, but Davis’ lawyers
put him in touch with a group
of investors that includes Aus-
tin real estate developers Rich-
ard Hill and Dick Anderson.
“We just wanted options in the
event we have the opportunity
to market our water if the eco-
nomics work,” Davis says.

A number of partnerships
eventually merged into the Na-
tive Valley Alliance, which is
managed by WaterTexas, an
Austin water-development com-
pany. The company’s chairman
is former Republican state Sen.
Buster Brown, the author of a
1997 overhaul of state water
law. Lynn Sherman, a former
Lower Colorado River Author-
ity executive, is president.

Investors include state Rep.
Tom Craddick, the Midland Re-
publican who is in line to be-
come speaker of the Texas
House. Craddick says he’s try-
ing to sell his stake to avoid any
question of conflict before the
legislative session in January.

Out-of-town investors have
been an easy target for oppo-
nents of water deals, who por-
tray them as big-city deal-mak-
ers out to plunder Kinney
County’s natural resources.
That rankles Davis.

“The idea that water market-
ers have descended on Kinney
County — that’s bull,” he says.
“We initiated this. We have
never been approached by so-
called water marketers.”

Some of the bad feelings stem
from different approaches by
marketers. A Kingsbury real-
estate developer, Ray Smith, has
leased water rights on a 9,900-
acre ranch in the county and
would like to ship water to San
Antonio. But the San Antonio
Water System has rejected any
deal, which prompted angry
public exchanges between
Smith’s partnership and San
Antonio officials.

By contrast, Sherman, whose
WaterTexas is handling Davis’
land, is well-regarded in the
county for his knowledge of wa-
ter issues and their importance
to rural communities.

Sherman says he tells
WaterTexas investors from the
start that returns from any one
project could take three to five
years — primarily because of
the uncertainty in water deals,
including transport costs. “Get-
ting water to the markets is
where all the risk is,” Sherman
says. “In oil, 90 percent of the
risk is in finding the resource.
In water, 10 percent of the risk
is in finding and the rest in get-
ting to the customer.”

Haves vs. have-nots

Davis’ land literally brims
with pure ground water forced
to the surface by powerful hy-
drostatic pressure — what’s
called an artesian flow. The wells
on his land don’t need a pump;
Davis just depresses a valve on
the wellhead and thousands of
gallons of water a minute rush
out.

Jim McDaniel has a similarly
powerful well on his farm that
shoots water up through and
above a 16-foot standpipe near
his crops of cotton and milo.

“It’s his land,” adds Davis,
nodding toward McDaniel as
they walk toward the irrigated

fields on McDaniel’s 500-acre
farm. “Whether he wants to use
the water for irrigation or sell it
to Del Rio, that’s his business.”

McDaniel and Davis are
among just a handful of land-
owners in the county who have
water to sell. That is the root of
the opposition, McDaniel says:
“There are not a lot of folks who
will benefit. I think a lot of it is
just jealousy.”

The Groundwater Conserva-
tion District has been swimming
in trouble since county voters
approved the creation of the dis-
trict and elected the seven-mem-
ber board in January. The dis-
trict is financed by a property
tax.

In August, the district
adopted rules designed to shut
down water marketing. They
limit pumping to 2.5 acre-feet,
or 650,000 gallons, for each
acre of land and limit exporting
agreements to one year, which
kills any chance of marketers
selling a long-term, steady sup-
ply to cities. :

The unintended conse-
quences have been severe for
local farmers. Justin Burk grows
alfalfa on 423 acres in Kinney
County, mostly to feed cattle on
his 50,000-acre ranch in neigh-
boring Val Verde County. He
says his crop requires 6 to 8
acre-feet of water for each acre
of farmland.

Burk has just finished the last
cutting of alfalfa for the year.
He will visit his bank in Del Rio
next month to renew his loan.
But he’s worried about the out-
come if he doesn’t get assurance
about how much water he can
use. The district rules, he says,
“leave me in a holding pattern.”
Alfalfa is a perennial that can
last four years; without water,
it will die, and he’ll have to re-
plant an expensive new crop.

“He’s truly caught in the
crossfire of this district,” says
Burk’s lawyer, Paul Terrill of
Austin.

One ranch owner has sued the

district. On Nov. 1, John
Boerschig sued the agency in
state district court after months
of unsuccessfully trying to ob-
tain permission to drill a well on
his Evans U-Bar Ranch.

Not surprisingly, the district
is spending much of its $70,000
annual budget on lawyers.

Beyond the legal wrangling,
there are other issues on the dis-
trict board.

Zach Davis is a director, al-
though he says he abstains from
votes that directly affect his own
water deal. If residents don’t like
how he handles his responsibili-
ties, he says bluntly, “There’s
an answer — vote us out.”

Another director is Darlene
Shahan, who also is the district’s
interim general manager — dual
responsibilities that wouldn’t
pass the smell test in most gov-
ernmental bodies. The state,
however, didn’t apply conflict-
of-interest provisions to ground-
water districts. Shahan’s hus-
band, Tully Shahan, is the
county attorney, and his
brother-in-law is also a director
of the ground-water district.

In creating the rules, the dis-
trict carved out an exception to
the pumping limits for wells
drilled between Jan. 1 and Aug.
6, when the rules were adopted.
As it happens, the Shahans, who
own 16,000 acres, own one of
only a handful of wells that were
drilled during that time. They
say the well is for irrigating their
vast property and isn’t a prelude
for selling water, although some
county residents suspect that
could happen.

“The last thing we would do
is couch these rules to favor us,”
Tully Shahan says.

‘Clear gold’

Texas water law had not
changed in a half-century until
the mid-1990s, when a string of
droughts convinced legislators
to reshape the law to fit the
state’s rapid urban growth.

A 1997 law mandated the cre-
ation of state and regional wa-

ter plans, encouraged the estab-
lishment of local ground-water
districts, and strengthened the
Texas Water Development
Board’s “water bank,” a clear-
inghouse for water sales and
transfer of rights.

The law also made it difficult

to transfer surface water be--

tween regions. That provision
made ground water ideal for
marketing because it’s relatively
cheap. And under the Texas rule
of capture, landowners can do
what they want with the water
under their land.

It wasn’t long before some
entrepreneurs began to see wa-
ter as “clear gold” — as it hap-
pens, the name of a 1999 wa-
ter-law conference in Austin that
Sherman helped organize.

In 1999, Roberts County
landowner Salem Abraham,
president of the Moody Land
and Cattle Co., sold the rights
to ground water under 72,000
acres to Amarillo. The city paid
$22 million for the rights and
will spend $70 million more, in
today’s dollars, to build a pipe-
line when it uses the water in 25
to 50 years.

Veteran oilmen were among
the first to secure ground-water
rights, but most have been un-
able to nail down deals. Oilman
Scott Carlson is general partner
of a company securing water
rights in and around Williamson
County. But he is tangling with
investors who want to oust him
because he pleaded guilty in Au-
gust to state charges of swin-
dling two former employers out
of $1.9 million. Retired corpo-
rate raider and energy tycoon
Boone Pickens has acquired
substantial water rights in the
Panhandle, but no customers so
far.

The early days of the oil and
gas boom were chaotic, even
bloody. But in the 1930s, the
state started developing a system
that defined each landowner’s
rights to the oil or gas beneath
his land. This helped spread the

wealth among landowners and
gave investors a certain and
steady supply of oil.

The water rule of capture
does just the opposite, says Jace
Houston, general counsel for the
Harris-Galveston Coastal Sub-
sidence District, a water conser-
vation agency.

“The rule creates tremendous
uncertainty because it does not
create any defined property in-
terest in the water while it is in
place,” Houston says. Water
marketers can’t be sure how
many landowners they’ll need to
contract with to ensure a steady
supply for customers.

The rule of capture — unique
to Texas — doesn’t protect a
landowner from having water
beneath his land pumped out by
adjacent landowners who also
have water rights.

In Kinney County, as as re-
sult, some fear that their neigh-
bors could sell off water before
they ever get a chance to use it.
There’s also uncertainty about
the recharge into the Edwards-
Trinity Aquifer and the effects
of water exports.

“I say, let science decide,”
Davis says. “Let’s get a good
study of water here and let that
determine things.”

WaterTexas offered to pay
most of the cost of a hydrologi-
cal study for the region and let
the ground-water district choose
an entity such as the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey to do the job.

The district wasn’t interested.
“We’re not going to do anything
to get into bed with water mar-
keters,” says Darléne Shahan.

State water officials aren’t
surprised by the intrigue. Rob-
ert Mace, an assistant division
director for ground-water avail-
ability modeling at the Texas
Water Development Board, has
a favorite line about the topic:
Like beauty, ground-water
availability is in the eye of the
beholder.

“Kinney County is a classic
example of that,” he says.
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