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BRIEFS
4-H members 
compete in S.A.

The District 10 4-H Food 
Show was held Dec. 7 at the Mor
ris Activity Center in San Anto
nio.

There were 200 total contes
tants, including eight from 
Kinney County.

In the junior division, Sum
mer Allen won first for main dish 
and Bailee Allen took top hon
ors in the bread and cereal cat
egory. Justin Calk was third in 
fruits and vegetables, Harmony 
Pettett placed fifth in nutritious 
snacks.

In the pre-junior division, 
Bryan Calk took second-place 
honors for nutritious snacks, 
Ramon Gutierez was fourth in 
fruits and vegetables, Sarah 
Davis placed fifth in bread and 
cereal, and Haley Hale partici
pated in the main-dish category.

Smith and Koch 
receive diplomas 
in ASU ceremony

SAN ANGELO -  Angelo 
State University conferred de
grees upon 371 students during 
2002 fall commencement exer
cises on Dec. 13.

Among the graduates were 
Dale Smith, the son of Richard 
and Beth Ann Smith of 
Brackettville, and Stephen Koch, 
the son of Tony Koch of Fort 
Stockton and grandson of Mary 
Koch of Brackettville.

Both graduates received bach
elor of science degrees.

Border Patrol 
drug seizures 
top $4.2 million

DEL RIO — U.S. Border Pa
trol agents from the Eagle Pass 
Station seized more than 
$300,000 worth of marijuana 
Friday, following pursuit of a' 
car near Normandy.

Agents attempted to stop a 
heavily-ladden sedan on High
way 277 at 4:30 a.m. on Friday. 
As agents pursued the vehicle, 
it pulled off the road and the 
driver jumped out, escaping into 
nearby heavy brush. Inside the 
car, agents discovered a total of 
436.6 pounds of marijuana, val
ued at $349,280.

Marijuana seizures by agents 
in the Del Rio Sector for the 
month of December total 
5,535.27 pounds, with a value 
of $4,282,612.80.

Guyons perform 
at fort restaurant

Courtney and Layci Guyon 
with Branson will present mu
sic, accompanied by Kathryn 
Manning and Ann Barron, up
stairs at Las Moras Restaurant 
Saturday.

The performance begins at 5 
p.m. Dinner is dutch treat.

INSIDE
■  Steven LaMascus

Yep, Christmas is the lat
est and most politically cor
rect target of the I-don’t-want- 
to-take-a-chance-on-offend- 
ing-anyone-except-God set. 
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■  Shanae Simmons
I tend to eat very quickly 

and frequently. This is not a 
very healthy way to eat, I 
know, but I can’t seem to stop 
myself sometimes. 
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■  50th anniversary
The sturdy brick building 

Allen H. Kreiger built in 1952 
as an office for his insurance 
business recently celebrated 
its golden anniversary. 
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Motion for new FCS trial denied
Judge says
By J.J. G uidry
Editor

D istrict Judge Tom  Lee 
said he had “no choice” but 
to deny a motion for a new 
trial concerning who has le
gal claim to serve on the Fort 
Clark Springs Board of Di
rectors.

Lee made the decision fol
lowing a hearing on Dec. 19 
when he considered the mo
tion filed by Chad Ellis, an 
attorney representing board 
members M ona M iller and 
Tom Saylor.

Lee ruled in October the 
recall election initiated by the

petition could have changed original decision
P re se rv a tio n  S o c ie ty , a 
group of Fort C lark mem
bers unhappy with the cur
rent adm inistration, to re 
move the Fort Clark direc
tors “had no legal e ffec t,” 
leav in g  the a s so c ia tio n ’s 
original board in control of 
the fort.

Lee said the Preservation 
Society had to satisfy a sec
tion of the Texas Non-Profit 
Corporation Act that says a 
sp ec ia l m eetin g  m ay be 
called by “ 1/10 of the mem
bers entitled to vote.”

In his decision, the judge 
said: “I do not know how 
many Fort Clark Springs As

" l f  the petition was introduced, i t  would  
probably have resulted in a d iffe rent deci
sion. I f  I would have known this, / would  
have probably ruled the other w a y ."

District Judge Tom Lee

sociation members signed a 
petition for a special m eet
ing ... In all other regards, I 
believe the Preservation So
ciety did the best they could 
to conduct the removal pro
cess fa irly  and under the 
rules provided. I therefore 
find that the removal proce
dure is of no legal effect.” 

Ellis attached a copy of the

petition, which meets the re
quirements of the law to call 
a special meeting, to his mo
tion for a new trial.

Quinton Etzel, a Del Rio 
attorney representing the as
sociation, successfully ar
gued that the petition was not 
newly discovered evidence.

“ I specifically  asked to 
see the petition that had been

gathered from Mr. Ellis. He 
said they would not make 
that a part of the stipulated 
facts of the case,” he said.

“Newly discovered ev i
dence has to be evidence that 
they did not have at the time 
o f  the tr ia l .  T here  is no 
newly discovered evidence. 
There is no reversible error 
here and there is no reason 
to grant a new tria l,” Etzel 
added.

Lee said he had “no rec
ollection  o f anybody ever 
telling me that a petition ex
is ted .”

“ I m ade th a t d ec is io n  

■  See MOTION/Page 4

State leaders visit Kinney County

Discussing the issues Photo by JJ- Guidry
State Senator Frank Madia deft) discusses issues 
concerning Kinney County with Brackett ISD Su
perintendent Taylor Stephenson prior to a luncheon 
at Barbara's Table on Dec. 20.

Officials discuss water 
and deregulation issues
By J.J. Guidry
Editor

State Reps. Scott Campbell 
and Pete Gallego and Senator 
Frank Madia were in Kinney 
County Dec. 20 to discuss issues 
facing local leaders as they pre
pare for the upcoming legisla
tive session.

The three state officials were 
guests of Rio Grande Electric 
Cooperative, which addressed 
issues surrounding deregulation.

“It was just basically a brief
ing session on their part to make 
those of us who are going to be 
serving in the legislature that 
represent this area to be aware 
of what they’re doing and what 
their concerns are,” Madia said.

“It was beneficial, simply 
because, with deregulation, it 
places cooperatives in a differ
ent situation. What we have to 
do is be very alert that we don’t 
place cooperatives at a disadvan
tage with some of the larger com
panies, like the City Public Ser
vice Board or Houston Power 
and Light,” the senator added.

After a luncheon at Barbara’s 
Table, Madia discussed water 
issues with County Attorney, 
Tully Shahan, and his wife, 
Darlene, interim general man
ager and a director of the Kinney 
County Groundwater Conserva
tion District.

“Obviously, water is an im
portant issue in this commu
nity,” Madia said. “From my 
understanding, apparently it is 
something that the entire com

State Reps. Scott Campbell (from left) and Pete 
Gallego and Senator Frank Madia attended a brief
ing session on deregulation here on Dec. 20.

munity is concerned about, and 
rightly so. I think water is go
ing to be a major issue in the 
face of Texas — not just this ses
sion, but for sessions to come.

“Those of us who serve in the 
legislature are going to have to 
be able to come up with a water 
plan for the state of Texas that 
includes all of Texas. I don’t 
have an answer to how we’re 
going to do that. I would imag
ine that it would have to be a 
regional approach to where com
munities like El Paso and Juarez 
are going to have to be at the 
same table, even though they 
come from two different nations. 
It’s going to be an important is
sue.”

One of the bigger issues fac
ing local groundwater officials 
is the marketing of water from 
Kinney County.

“That board has the author
ity to make the rules and regu

lations that are going to deter
mine what individuals are going 
to be able to do with the water, ” 
Madia said. “If someone is go
ing to market water and trans
port it, the district can regulate 
it.

“I think the challenge that 
the board has — and it’s not an 
easy challenge — is that they 
have to come up with some fair 
formula that is going to guaran
tee to each individual their prop
erty rights. In this state, prop
erty righs have always been sa
cred, and rightfully so.

“I don’t envy their challenge. 
They have a difficult task before 
them. I think what the rest of the 
folks have to do is be somewhat 
patient, making sure that they 
come up with a fair formula and 
that no one be denied any of the 
property rights that they have. 
That’s a big order,” the senator 
added.

Community Unity a ‘huge success’
Brackettville Church Alliance 

officials have dubbed the 2002 
Community Unity Christmas 
program a “huge success.”

Over $1,300 was collected in 
donations from both the business 
and private community.

Over 195 children received 
gifts and over 250 adults at
tended the event.

Booths were manned by vol
unteers from the Las Moras His
panic Organization, the Brackett 
Housing Authority, the city of 
Spofford, Gateway Ministries, 
the Kinney County 4-H Club, 
Kinney County EMS, Our Re
deemer Lutheran Church and 
United Medical Center.

The Church Alliance Booth 
was manned by volunteers from 
the F irst United M ethodist 
Church and St. Andrews Epis
copal Church.

Santa Claus was brought in 
by the Brackettville Volunteer 
Fire Department, headed by 
Chief Joe “Boy” Williams.

“We want to thank Ricky 
Alvarado of Pico’s for loan of 
his Santa suite and to John 
Tipps, as Santa, who lovingly 
heard many a Christmas wish 
and sat for many a photo, ” said 
Rev. Charolette Corey of Gate
way Ministries.

Entertainment was emceed by 
Rev. Dave Crowe of Frontier 
Baptist Church. Music was pro
vided by the Voices of Fort 
Clark, led by Lynn McNew and 
accompanied by Kathy Conrey, 
and the Acapella Singers of the 
Church of Christ blessed the 
audience. Christmas songs were 
individually perform ed by 
Jackie Duncan, Timmeka 
Simmons, and the duet of 
Landon and Kate Tuck.

Christmas readings were 
given by Emily Petrosky and 
Shanae Simmons. Landon Tuck 
read “The Meaning of Christ
mas. ”

Crowe, dressed in cowboy at
tire, read Christmas poetry from 
a cowboy’s perspective.

Corey gave out the cash 
prizes from the Church Alliance 
Poster Contest. The theme was 
“Jesus: The Gift of Love.”

In the Elementary School Di
vision, first prize of $25 went 
to Abby Gutierrez, second prize 
of $15 went to Mairsol Aguirre, 
and third prize of $10 went to 
Natalie Aguirre.

Pedro Pacheco and Victoria 
Ward tied for the $25 first-place 
award in the High School Divi
sion. There were no entries in 
the Junior High Division.

The winning posters were dis
played the following week at the 
Kinney County Library.

The local Girl Scouts of 
America and Boys Scouts of 
America, led by Kathryn 
Letsinger, not only helped put 
up decorations (paper and post
ers donated by Brackett ISD), but 
also served as Santa’s helpers.

Bob and Charolette Corey of 
Gateway Ministries organized, 
collected and directed the pre
sentation of the program.

The Kinney County Sheriffs 
Office staff provided security for 
the event.

“We also thank the county 
judge and commissioners for the 
use of the Civic Center, as well 
as Albert Payne and volunteers 
from the local jail for clean-up 
afterwards,” Charolette Corey 
said.

“We appreciate David Luna 
for hosting and the City of 
Brackettville for supporting the 
community Christmas program 
of past years. It is not an easy 
job and is often thankless.

“Most of all we wish to thank 
The Brackett News for helping 
us promote the event, as well as 
all those businesses who allowed 
us to put up posters and dona
tion boxes,” she added.

Singing Christmas carols Phol° hy J J- Gukljy
Landon Tuck, 7, and his sister, Katie, 5, sing "Jingle 
Bells" at the recent Community Unity program.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Pray for peace on earth, Fort Clark Springs

During the last year and a 
half, we haven’t been able to 
spend much time at the fort. We 
missed this very much, but there 
was an opportunity for my hus
band to do some extra work for 
his employer and the money was 
welcomed.

This summer, when there was 
so much turmoil and confusion 
going on between the Board of 
Directors and a group opposed 
to the way the fort was being 
managed, we like so many oth
ers had almost decided to sell 
and move.

Fortunately, nothing we did 
could not be changed. Several 
things happened to make us re
consider.

When we drove through 
Uvalde, I noticed so many of the 
parks and businesses were deco
rated with little white doves that 
someone had made out of dis
carded milk cartons.

Then I received a little spiri
tual booklet containing Christ
mas prayers and poems. The one 
titled “The Christmas Dove” 
struck a spark in me. The poem’s 
message was that the pure white 
Christmas dove had been sent by 
God as a symbol to represent 
goodwill to all and peace and 
love to the entire world.

The Chamber of Commerce 
in Uvalde gave me a couple of 
the doves for a sample, and I am 
planning to decorate our big

pinetree in front of our property 
with the doves and angels. An
gels are, of course, also messen
gers of peace and love from 
God.

It’s also the tree’s 15th birth
day. In 1987, for our first 
Christmas on the fort, it was a 
live 3-foot tree in a pot. My how 
it grew! I am hoping that with 
my husband’s help, it will be fin
ished in time for Christmas Eve.

I invite any one interested to 
come by and not only look and 
enjoy, but please say a short 
prayer for peace on earth and 
especially on the fort that all 
may work towards good will to 
all.

Rosalie Boysen

Truth and facts ruffle snowbird’s feathers
It seems that fort members 

writing truth and facts about le
gitimate problems here in the 
fort have ruffled the feathers of 
a snowbird.

I have nothing against Win
ter Texans. I know that several 
are well informed about the prob
lems here in the fort and have 
seen how the fort grounds have 
deteriorated since we lost our 
maintenance department. I have 
not known any Winter Texans, 
until now, that went off half- 
cocked, making statements 
about the fort as if they were 
here year-round. The only thing 
that matters is truth and facts.

In October 2002, the fort 
swimming pool was so green and

slimy you could not see most of 
the bottom.

Throughout the rest of 2002, 
the green areas, airstrip, par 3 
and road-sides were overgrown 
with weeds and brush — many 
still are. Oh, and the sidewalks 
and tennis courts have a good 
crop of weeds and grass grow
ing on them also.

That is the truth and those 
are the facts, not based on a two- 
week assessment, but a full-year 
assessment.

In Texas, the year 2002 
started on Jan. 1, not Nov. 22. 
Leave the assessments to people 
who are qualified — those that 
live here all year — or at least 
have enough motivation to seek

the truth and facts about the situ
ation before making embarrass
ing, naive statements.

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or the 
press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”

Not to be disrespectful, but 
maybe you should study those 
words, because anyone who does 
not respect the United States 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, they should move — out 
of the country!

Dave Reinhold

Society places unrealistic goals 
on personal appearances of teens

This winter vacation, I am 
spending a wonderful time with 
a dear friend. If many remem
ber an earlier column about my 
best friend moving, she is the 
one who moved out of state.

Megan lives at Scott AFB in 
Illinois, and it is really nice up 
there. I haven’t seen snow in a 
long time, and it was a nice treat 
to get experience the powdery 
stuff.

While on my vacation, I no
ticed my behaviors and habits a 
lot more than I usually would in 
a familiar environment.

Something that really caught 
my attention was the way I ate. I 
tend to eat very quickly and fre
quently. This is not a very 
healthy way to eat, I know, but 
I can’t seem to stop myself some
times. Some may say I am ad
dicted to food. Maybe that’s 
where I should get a career, in 
the food industry.

Sometimes, when I am eating 
something that is truly exquis
ite, tears come to my eyes.

Today, for the first time in 
my life, I was introduced to the 
most amazing place in the world, 
Krispy Kreme. Now some may 
have heard of this donut won
derland, and of the goodness and 
tastiness of their delightful, 
yummy-in-my-tummy treats.

Krispy Kreme donuts melt in 
your mouth, not in your hand 
— OK, maybe they don’t, but I 
definitely don’t wait and find out 
if the glazed pastries do or do 
not.

That is probably the source 
of my problem, my inability to 
control my craving for food. 
When it comes to food, I go 
wild, like a crazy animal. Right 
now, in my youth, this may be 
OK, but I know behavior like this 
may lead to health problems in 
the near future.

After noticing my problem, I 
decided to do a little research. I

Teen
Spirit

Shanae
Simmons

seem to share a lot of symptoms 
with people called “compulsive 
overeaters.” These people tend 
to have rapid and extreme 
weight gain and an excessive 
food consumption. They also 
buy large quantities of food at a 
time, and eat for comfort.

I have a few of those prob
lems. I get big value meals when 
I am eating out, and I always feel 
I must finish all of my food, even 
if the result is a bloated belly or 
a tummy ache.

I eat when I am bored, I eat 
when I am sad, I eat when I am 
happy, heck I eat all the time. It 
is like breathing to me.

I also have recognized big
ger people recently. I mean, 
folks who are a little larger than 
others. I know that my eating 
habits will lead to trouble, and I 
have a feeling once college 
comes, the Hoover is really go
ing to flood.

I know that when I grow up, 
I probably wont be fit, but over
weight, because of my poor eat
ing habits, plus I probably would 
no longer be in any athletic pro
grams.

I don’t know why it is so hard 
for me, but it is. There are a lot 
of people out there that are in 
the same boat as I, though they 
are worse off.

This is where eating disorders 
are formed. People, especially 
teens, care so much about what 
society thinks that they hurt 
themselves to conform to it. I will 
never have an eating disorder 
that is the effect of wanting to 
lose weight. I love food way too
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Christmas now a 4 politically - 
correct’ national holiday

much, and I wouldn’t enjoy it 
either if it were coming back up.

Much of my pity goes to 
those who gain weight even 
when they try to stay healthy. I 
am also disappointed that soci
ety wants to lower self-esteem to 
sell stupid products, and make 
money. This is very irritating. I 
think this is how a lot of teen
agers lose self-confidence.

Last year, when I was a fresh
man, I happened to walk into the 
restroom and witnessed some 
upper-classmen vomiting. I was 
disappointed, and I pitied them. 
These beautiful girls were vom
iting together, without shame, to 
change their physical image.

I went through a major or
deal trying to help them out. 
They could not understand why 
I cared about them and why I 
was trying to find them help. I 
told someone who I thought 
would make sure they were 
taken care of. Things didn’t seem 
to work out for the best though.

I was even confronted by one 
of them before a basketball 
game. I guess it was supposed 
to scare me off.

Though the whole thing 
made me nervous, I stood my 
ground. Those girls may now 
hate me, or they may not, they 
may still have their disorders, 
or they may not, but if I helped 
save one, then all my discom
fort was totally worth it.

I know I don’t want to be ex
tremely overweight when I grow 
up, but I will never change my
self physically to be accepted by 
how society views me. That’s just 
not me.

I may be a compulsive eater, 
or maybe I am a food connois
seur that enjoys the taste of dif
ferent culinary delights, but I 
know that whatever I am I will 
always be there for myself, be
cause if I am not, who else will 
be?

LETTERS POLICY
The Brackett News welcomes and en
courages letters to the editor. Let
ters should not exceed 350 words. 
The editor reserves the right to refuse 
or edit all letters subm itted fo r  
length, potentially libelous state
ments and accuracy o f information. 
All letters must be signed and in
clude a mailing address and phone 
number fo r verification purposes. All 
writers must provide proof o f iden
tity. The Brackett News will not pub
lish letters sent via e-mail. Letters 
published and viewpoints o f colum
nists do not necessarily reflect the 
editorial beliefs o f this newspaper.
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Merry nonreligious, politi- 
cally-correct national holiday 
and happy New Year.

Yep, Christmas (not X-mas, 
please) is the latest and most po
litically correct target of the I- 
don ’ t-want-to-take-a-chance-on- 
offending-anyone-except-God 
set.

All over the country, schools 
and municipalities are enacting 
rules and legislation that forbids 
the very mention of the word 
Christmas, or the display of any
thing Christian or having to do 
with Christ the Saviour.

Jesus Christ, the Word that 
was in the beginning, and was 
with God at the time of the Cre
ation, and was the tool by which 
everything in the universe was 
made (John chapter 1)!

That same Jesus Christ has, 
in the Christian nation of the 
United States of America, be
come a taboo subject. Yes, our 
own representatives, especially 
in our schools, are perpetuating 
a trend that will cause the total 
destruction of our nation. And 
it is all in the name of our new 
god, political correctness.

Down through time, there are 
a multitude of examples of what 
happens to nations that abandon 
their faith in God. Why in the 
world do we have the temerity 
to believe that we are different?

Well, the truth is that if any 
of the people making those un
godly rules and laws were be
lievers in the One True God and 
his Son, Jesus Christ, they would 
never even consider doing any
thing so stupid. But they do not 
believe in God the Father or God 
the Son, so as far as they are 
concerned, there is nothing 
wrong with removing such nar
row-minded, intolerant subjects 
from the public view. They feel 
that they will be regarded as he
roes, because they took a moral 
stand against such a politically 
incorrect, exclusionistic practice 
as the public celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

Jerem iah 11:3-5 says: 
“Cursed is the man who does 
not heed the words of this cov
enant which I commanded your 
forefathers in the day that I 
brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, from the iron furnace,

The Way 
I  See It

Steven R. 
LaMascus

saying, ‘Listen to my voice, and 
do according to all which I com
mand you; so you shall be My 
people, and I will be your God,’ 
in order to confirm the oath 
which I swore to your forefa
thers, to give them a land flow
ing with milk and honey, as it is 
this day.”

Whether you believe it or 
not, this nation, also, made a 
covenant with God when our 
forefathers wrote the document 
that says, “that all men are cre
ated equal, and that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights.”

We stated that we believed 
that God gave us certain rights 
that no other man had the right 
or power to deny us, and that 
we were claiming those rights, 
and that we expected and asked 
that God would bless us, as a na
tion, because we placed our trust 
in Him. That is what is meant 
by our National Motto, “In God 
we trust. ”

That is not an idle statement! 
It is a statement of huge impor
tance. It is the basis upon which 
this great nation was founded, 
and is the testimony upon which 
it will be convicted and sen
tenced to death.

We seem to think we are in
vulnerable to any disaster. But 
that is not true — it is an arro
gant view of our own power, 
which is nothing compared to the 
power of God. And if we don’t 
find the way back into the right 
path we will pay the price.

Jeremiah 16:12-13, “You too 
have done evil, even more than 
your forefathers; for behold, you 
are each one walking according 
to the stubbornness of his own 
evil heart, without listening to 
Me. So I will hurl you out of 
this land into the land which you 
have not known, neither you nor 
your fathers; and there you will 
serve other gods day and night, 
for I will grant you no favor.”

What we are doing in the 
United States is almost an exact 
parallel to what Israel did 3,000 
years ago to cause God to aban
don them to their enemies. We 
have grown so convinced of our 
own power and our own abili
ties that we don’t think we need 
God anymore. God is thought of 
as a crutch, something that is 
needed only (as Jesse Ventura 
said) by the weak.

God is visible everyday, all 
around us, yet we choose to ig
nore Him and His works. We in
vent reasons to deny Him and 
claim that He is not real. We ig
nore the obvious reality of His 
creation and give pure chance 
the credit for the creation of the 
Universe. We deny His right to 
be part of our lives and our 
schools and our government and 
seclude Him in buildings that we 
have labeled “churches.” We el
evate ourselves to the same level 
as God and in doing so we con
demn ourselves to death eternal.

The Apostle Peter said of 
Jesus Christ,. “He is the stone 
which was rejected by you, the 
builders, but which became the 
Chief Comer Stone. And there 
is salvation in no one else; for 
there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given 
among men by which we must 
be saved.”

That is the real meaning of 
Christmas — the ultimate Christ
mas gift of God — the birth of 
His Son. And the denial of it 
doesn’t lessen the truth of it.

Anyone who doesn’t believe 
in Jesus as the Messiah and Sav
iour is damned. If that view is 
considered by you to be intol
erant, then you really need to 
listen to God. He is trying to tell 
you the truth and you keep stick
ing your fingers in your ears.

Christmas is not just a na
tional holiday — it is a celebra
tion of the day when the world 
was saved from its own evil ways 
by the birth of the Messiah.

Merry Christmas, and may 
God bless you.

Acts 2:36, “Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know for cer
tain that God has made Him both 
Lord and Christ -  this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” NASB

What is the meaning of New Year’s?
The new year is upon us and 

once again I find myself won
dering where time has gone. It 
seems, just days ago, I sat on my 
couch, watching football and re
gretting my second-helping of 
pecan pie on Thanksgiving. The 
holiday season seems to pass so 
quickly.

It’s already time to consider 
New Year’s resolutions. So much 
has changed in the last two years. 
I find myself contemplating what 
New Year’s really means.

Unlike many of our tradi
tional holidays, the meaning of 
New Year’s is unclear. Although 
it is the world’s most celebrated 
holiday, it lacks a single central 
theme. It is a collection of good 
intentions. Perhaps, New Year’s 
is simply a yearly detour on the 
road to self-improvement, en
lightenment and finding happi
ness. A new beginning we are 
allowed each year.

This year, New Year’s finds 
us at our absolute greatest. 
Americans have bound together 
to show their pride and patrio
tism for our amazing country.

Weekly
Report

Henry
Bonilla

Let’s ring in this New Year’s 
with an unconquerable will. 
Let’s continue to support our 
servicemen and women, let’s 
boast our unwavering patrio
tism, and let’s continue to pro
claim confidence in our presi
dent. Here are a few suggestions 
to keep your New Year’s reso
lution on track:

1. Don’t try everything at 
once. Odds are in your favor, if 
you begin small. Consider send
ing an encouraging message to 
troops deployed away from 
home. Or perhaps scheduling 
more frequent phone calls to 
friends and family.

2. Be flexible. Allow your 
resolution to grow with you 
throughout the year. Don’t make 
a specific resolution that does

not allow for change. Less spi 
cific wording such as “this ye; 
I will express my patriotism, 
provides room to challeng 
yourself to be creative with yot 
resolution throughout the yea:

3. Make a plan. Search fi 
ways you can volunteer. He! 
by filling-in roles left behind b 
those deployed away from hom< 
Devote a specific amount of tin: 
to any causes you choose. An 
ask friends and family to join i 
the act.

There’s no reason why v> 
shouldn’t continue to make tb 
traditional resolutions to los 
weight and get organized. Bt 
it is my hope that we will als 
focus our resolutions on deve 
oping the true spirit of Americ;

Remember to smile and laug 
every chance you get. The soi 
needs to be balanced, as well a 
the scale. Don’t pass up an of 
portunity to make a differenc 
in someone’s life. And most irr 
portantly, don’t leave anythin 
unsaid. Let’s ring in 2003 as 
nation united and rebuildin 
together.

Have something to say? Write a letter to the editor!
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Water
B y  J.J. G u id r y

Editor

Brian Sledge, attorney for 
the Kinney County Ground- 
water Conservation District, 
is urging the directors to 
adopt new rules and a fee 
schedule when the board 
meets again Tuesday at 5 
p.m.

Sledge introduced a new 
set of rules in November and 
the district has allowed citi
zens time to make verbal 
and written comments on the 
changes.

The directors will consider 
those rule changes following 
another public hearing 
Tuesday.

district holds hearing on rule changes
Most citizens and water 

marketers seem to be en
couraged with the changes 
being proposed.

“They look a lot better 
than what we had,” local 
farmer Jim McDaniel said. 
“I can farm with these 
rules.”

Sledge said the rules “at
tempt to try to find some 
common ground with con
cerns raised by folks that 
want to sell water and those 
who want to keep it where it 
is .”

“I think you’ve done an 
admirable job of trying to 
make a silk purse out of a 
sow’s ear, but it’s still a 
sow’s ear,” Wes Robinson

said when addressing the 
board. “These rules are 
more complex than what we 
need. They need to be 
simple.”

Lynn Sherman, president 
of Native Valley Alliance, a 
company trying to market 
local water, was responsive 
to the changes made by 
Sledge.

“A lot of progress has 
been made,” he said. “The 
rules are protective of his
toric use, and that’s the right 
thing to do. It also estab
lishes some pretty important 
procedures. There are some 
things that still need to be ad
dressed, but it’s progress in 
the right direction.”

Answering questions Photo by JJ‘ Guidry
Brian Sledge (third from right), attorney for the Kinney County Groundwater 
Conservation District, answers questions during a recent board meeting as 
directors Darlene Shahan (clockwise from Sledge), Cecil Smith, Hadley 
Ward law, Bob Young, Zach Davis, Chuck Hall and Don Hood took on.

Building 
celebrates its 
anniversary

The sturdy brick building 
Allen H. Kreiger built in 1952 
as an office for his insurance 
business recently celebrated its 
golden anniversary.

The building is now the of
fice of the Kinney County Ap
praisal District.

On Dec. 17, Kreiger’s wife,
Mary Helen, and his son, Allen 
Jr., were guests of honor of the 
Appraisal District Board of Di
rectors for the dedication of me
morial plaques which identify 
the building as the “Allen H.
Kreiger Building 1952.”

Also on hand were family 
and friends of the Kreigers and 
A llen’s first employee from 
1952, Marcus Tidwell, former 
Kinney County chief appraiser.

Education is a major concern 
in upcoming legislative session

salaries must remain competi
tive.

On the positive side, Texàs 
has managed before, and I be
lieve it can do it again. This leg
islative session will require the 
best minds to figure the next 
state budget.

I am thankful that Brackett 
ISD has managed its resources 
prudently. We don’t spend more 
money than we take in, except 
for items paid from non-recur
ring revenues (buildings and 
grounds — not people).

Our tax rate is low, our fund 
balance is sound, and most 
school buildings have been re
modeled. There is more to do, 
but we’ll weather the storm.

January is a time of renewal 
and rededication. Please support 
the Board of Trustees, adminis
tration, teachers and support 
staff as they work to give Kinney 
County’s children the best edu
cation possible.

Have a great week!

Happy New Year! Best wishes 
for a prosperous and healthy best 
year.

Texas will soon begin an
other. legislative session. Held 
every two years, the main task 
is to pass laws that will govern 
our state for the next biennium.

One of the toughest jobs for 
legislators is to pass a balanced 
budget for the next two years.

Because of the downturn in 
the economy, our state comptrol
ler has estimated a shortfall of 
$5 billion for the state. We hope 
that the projection will change 
before the legislature begins its 
deliberations.

Many legislators have 
pledged “no new taxes.” Many 
are saying publicly “education 
is our first priority.” However, 
with no new money, the chal
lenge is apparent.

Larger school districts that 
have reached the statutory tax 
cap of $1.50 per $100 of valua
tion and are facing difficult

Making A 
Difference

Taylor
Stephenson

times.
One of the larger districts has 

projected massive cutbacks in 
the number of staff for the next 
two years with cuts of 500 teach
ing positions. When staff is cut, 
the curriculum is cut to offer re
quired subjects plus whatever 
could be afforded. I suspect that 
pupil-teacher ratios will begin to 
rise all throughout the state.

These same lawmakers passed 
rigid new testing requirements 
for Texas students without think
ing about paying for the instruc
tion to teach the curriculum.

Texas is short 20,000 teach
ers and the numbers could 
double in the next two years. Our

Golden dnniversery special to The Brackett News

Kinney County Chief Appraiser Bill Haenn (from left), 
Mary Helen Kreiger and Allen H. Kreiger Jr. were on 
hand for the dedication o f the Kreiger Building.

Middle Rio Grande Development 
Council lays off 23 employees

The Middle Rio Grande De
velopment Council laid off 23 
employees on Dec. 13 after two 
shortfalls were found in its 
workforce budget.

The lay-offs were a result of 
budget meetings held in Novem
ber between the Middle Rio 
Grande Workforce Development 
Board, which monitors and 
oversees the performance and 
progress of the Middle Rio 
Grande Development Council, 
the contracted operator for 
workforce programs.

For the past two years, the 
Development Council has re
ceived around $5 million in 
reobligated funds from the De
velopment Board to support the 
work of the workforce programs 
in serving the residents of the 
council’s nine-county region.

These funds are deobligated 
annually from other local 
workforce areas throughout the 
state that cannot use the fund
ing to meet their workforce 
goals, and then reobligated to 
areas that have a need for more 
funding and that meet all of their 
goals.

A second factor affecting the

reduction in force was the fact 
that the state has reduced the 
WIA funding allocation to the 
Development Council by $1.4 
million, according to Joe Cruz, 
comptroller for the Develop
ment Council.

Cruz said the reobligated 
funds were used to hire staff to 
provide additional services to 
customers, in order to better 
serve the employment needs of 
the region.

The contract for this program 
year between the Workforce 
Board and the Development 
Council commenced on Sept. 1. 
As is common practice on this 
contract at the end of the first 
quarter, every year a close 
analysis is done by both agen
cies to determine the amount of 
money that is available through 
funding allocations and poten
tial monies that may be avail
able through reobligation.

The contract between the 
Workforce Board and the Devel
opment Council will be 
amended accordingly, due to 
the reduction of available funds.

Both Ricky McNiel, execu
tive director for the Workforce

Board, and Leodoro Martinez 
executive director for 
the Development Council, agree 
that the possibility of attaining 
reobligated monies at the level 
of the past two years does not 
seem likely.

The Development Council 
expects a $6.4 million total bud
get shortfall as compared to the 
previous fiscal year.

To reduce expenses, the ex
ecutive staff of the the Develop
ment Council and the Workforce 
Board came together to deter
mine the best method of meet
ing the year-end budget. The re
sult included the reduction in 
workforce positions that affected 
23 staff members from the nine 
county offices.

In addition to the lay-offs, the 
Development Council is reduc
ing expenses through other cost
saving measures, including re
strictions on travel and supply 
purchases.

Martinez said that while ev
eryone understands the funding 
environment is changing, the 
workforce services delivered to 
customers will not be affected 
by this shortfall.

Read The Brackett News to find out 
about the latest news in Kinney County!

SHERIFF'S REPORT
Tuesday, Dec. 17 1:35 a .m ., Antonio stable Bobby Guidry on war-

9104 p.m., A woman reported Rodriguez, 44, of San Antonio, rants out of Denton County. He 
loud music coming from Rose was arrested by DPS Trooper is being held in the Kinney 
Alley and Swinney Street. Welch for Driving while intoxi- County Jail.

Wednesday, Dec. 18 cated. He was later released on Thursday, Dec. 26
6:30 p.m., A Interstar Alarm bond. 8:23 p.m., A man reported

System employee reported that 1:47 a.m., A motorist re- that he had caught someone 
an alarm at the Foyt Ranch, west ported that he had hit a deer on breaking into his house on Ann 
of Brackettville on Highway 90 Highway 90, about 3 miles east Street. The suspect fled the scene 
was going off. of the Cline Checkpoint. No in- in a red Pontiac.

Thursday, Dec. 19 juries were reported. Friday, Dec. 27
3:30 p.m., Charles Esparza, 7:30 a.m., A woman reported 12:18 p.m ., A woman re-

23, of Brackettville was arrested that her vehicle had been stolen ported a stray dog. A city em- 
by DPS Trooper Tony Ashley on from her residence at Fort Clark ployee was notified, 
outstanding warrants for speed- Springs. The vehicle was later 8:00 p.m., Rodolfo Palacios 
ing, no liability insurance and found in Brackettville at the cor- Jr., 31, of San Antonio was ar- 
failure to appear. He was re- ner of Fulton and Beaumont. rested by Trooper Ashley on 
leased three days later on time 9:39 a.m., A Fort Clark Se- three outstanding DPS warrants, 
served. curity employee reported chil- He was released the same day

Friday, Dec. 20 dren on top of the EMS build- after paying $670 in fines.
9:45 a .m ., Jose DaJesus ing, throwing items. Saturday, Dec. 28

Rodriguez, 30, of Dayton, was 10:30 a.m., A woman re- 11 a.m., RaulTalamantez, 39,
arrested by DPS Trooper Tully ported that her mother’s car had of Brackettville was arrested by 
Welch for driving while intoxi- been stolen from her residence Sheriff Burgess for failure to 
cated, a third-offense felony. He on E. Thom Street. The vehicle appear. He was released the 
was released two days later on a was later found at Fort Clark same day on a $1,000 cash bond. 
$5,000 bail bond. Springs. 2:51 p.m., Trooper Welch

1:09 p .m ., A Fort Clark 5:10 p.m., Juan Florentino reported a goat loose on High- 
Springs security employee re- Flores, 19, of Brackettville was way 90, east of Brackettville. A 
ported a motorcycle accident arrested by DPS Trooper Tony local rancher was notified of the 
near the Red Bridge. EMS per- Ashley on two counts of unau- situation, 
sonnel were dispatched to the thorized use of motor vehicles. Sunday, Dec. 29
scene. He is being held in the Kinney 12;45 p .m . Ramine Capepp

1:30 p.m., A Pro Tech Alarms County Jail. J r i 9> 0f California was ar-
employee reported an alarm go- Monday, Dec. 23 rested by Trooper Ashley for
ing off at a residence on E. 3:46 p.m., A woman locked speeding gg§ no drivers license. 
Fourth Street. her keys in her truck and re- 3;51 pm >  A man said an in_

6:00 p.m., Edward Garza, 31, quested assistance. toxicated person forced her way
of Brackettville, was arrested by 10:39 p .m ., Hismael into his residence on First Street.
Sheriff L.K. “Buddy” Burgess . Quintera, 50, of Mexico was ar- 4.45 p rrl ; A man reported
He is being held in the Kinney rested by Deputy Karl Chism for djaj someone was trying to break 
County jail. driving while intoxicated. He ¿ j^  jjjg residence on W. Fulton

Saturday, Dec. 21 was released two days later on a street.
12:45 a .m ., Teodore $1,000 cash bond. 3:22 p.m., A woman reported

Mendoza Jr., 45, of Uvalde, was Tuesday, Dec. 24 a dog running wild at the cor-
arrested by DPS Trooper Welch 11:34 a.m ., A woman said ner of Fort and Edwards Street, 
for driving while intoxicated. He someone hit her van at Super S. A city employee was notified of 
was later released on bond. DPS officials were notified. the situation.

5:29 a.m., A man reported 1:50 p.m., Francisco Prudo, 6 p.m., A woman reported a
that his wife and daughter had 32, of Batesville was arrested by dog hanging around Pico’s con- 
been hit by a vehicle on High- Trooper Welch on DPS warrants venience store. A city employee 
way 277, a few miles outside Del out of Lampasas County. He is was notified of the situation.
Rio. The vehicle fled the scene, being held in the Kinney County 6:47 p.m., A man requested 
driving towards Del Rio. DPS Jail. assistance in unlocking his par-
and EMS personnel from Del 6:40 p.m ., Chief Deputy ents vehicle.
Rio were dispatched to the scene. Johnny Fritter reported that the 8:54 p.m., A woman reported

11:45 a .m ., Armondo lights were out on the East a speeding vehicle on Brown
Estrada, 31, of Brackettville was Tower on Highway 90. Street,
arrested by Sheriff L.K . 9:42 p.m., A woman reported Monday, Dec. 30
“Buddy” Burgess for aggravated her cellular phone missing. 12:50 a.m., A man reported
assault. He is being held in the Wednesday, Dec. 25 that a semi was blocking High-
Kinney County Jail. 6 p.m., Juan Luis Olvera, 22, way 90, about 12 miles east of

Sunday, Dec. 22 of Mexico was arrested by Con- Del Rio.

OBITUARIES
Barton

Arthur Laverne Barton, 86, 
of Uvalde died Dec. 24 at 
Uvalde Memorial Hospital.

Barton was bom Oct. 5,1916, 
in Roadhouse, 111.

He m arried Claudia G. 
Hubbell on June 23, 1948, in 
Charlton County, Ga.

Barton is survived by his 
wife.

Services were held Thursday 
at Rushing-Estes-Knowles 
Chapel. Interment was Friday at 
Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery in San Antonio.

Arrangements by Rushing- 
Estes-Knowles Mortuary.

Causseaux
Lois Causseaux of Kingston, 

Okla., passed away Dec. 23 at 
the age of 90.

Causseaux was proceeded in 
death by her husband, Paul B. 
Causseaux.

Causseaux is survived by her 
daughter: Nancy C. Rowe and 
husband Bob of Kingston; 
granddaughter: Denise C. 
Ziegler and husband Chad of 
Manhatton, Kan.; brother: Bruce 
Clark and wife Shirley of 
Branson, Mo.; along with many 
cousins and friends.

There will be a Memorial Ser
vice Friday at 2 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church in Brackettville.
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We are all one in Christ Christianity is defined by the entire biblical
God’s interaction with humanityMary was not the first Isra

elite woman to compose a 
hymn of praise. Deborah in 
Judges sings, “I will make 
music to the Lord.”

Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel, opened her hymn 
with, “My heart rejoices in 
the Lord.” (1 San.2:l)

But there is something 
unique about M ary. She 
stands alone among all the 
women of the world because 
God chose her to be the vir
gin-mother of His Son, the 
long awaited Messiah. She is 
right in saying, “From now on 
all generations will call me 
blessed.”

Note, however, that in her 
Magnificat, Mary doesn’t re
joice primarily over a per
sonal honor, but over the sal
vation God is providing for 
His people as He has prom
ised. When she rejoices in 
“God my Savior,” she in
cludes herself in the salvation

OurRedeemer
Lutheran
Church

Nathan
Lafrenz

all sinners need.
Not only is it true that at 

the fullness of time God’s Son 
was bom of a woman, Mary, 
but also for her as well as for 
all, without distinction, Jew 
and Greek, slave and free, 
male and female, for by faith 
they are all one in Christ 
Jesus. We too are included. 
Therefore, we can make 
Mary’s Magnificat our own 
and sing of how God “has been 
mindful of the humble state of 
His servant.”

Come join with other ser
vants of God as we praise Him 
and the gift of His son Jesus 
each Sunday morning at 9.

account of
Christmas is over! We gath

ered around the tree and quickly 
unwrapped what had taken 
weeks, maybe months to pre
pare.

The wrapping paper is in the 
garbage and the leftover food is 
in the refrigerator. Our new pos
sessions are on display or al
ready in use. We bask in the glow 
of the love that is evident in the 
gifts we received. We have 364 
shopping days left until Christ
mas!

In the coming months, our 
presents will fall by the wayside: 
clothing will wear out or be re
turned because it is the wrong 
size; toys will break or be lost; 
jewelry will lose its gleam; gift 
certificates will be spent; and 
the carefully-trimmed tree will 
come down.

The gifts we so longed after 
fade from our memory as we 
move on to the next gift-giving 
event — a birthday, an anniver
sary, Valentine’s Day, etc. Our 
recollection of the love that gave

the gift will also recede so we 
won’t often remind those who 
love us how much we appreci
ate their love.

Gone also will be the nativ
ity scene which may have been 
on the lawn or a side table or a 
mantle. The shepherds are 
wrapped in bubble-wrap and 
stored next to the figurines of 
bam animals. The angels were 
specially placed so that their 
wings would be safe from injury. 
The magi and their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh (actu
ally plaster, wood and plastic) 
have retired for yet another year. 
Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus 
rest in a special box with 
styrofoam peanuts (nobody 
wants a cracked baby for friends 
to see next year).

We have successfully com
pleted our special tribute to the 
birth of the Son of God! When 
is Easter next year?

I had someone ask me this 
week, “Why do we celebrate 
Christmas? Isn’t Easter, the rec

-----m. ""--- First United
Methodist

Church

Rev. Ken F.
Sellers

ognition of the resurrection, 
what makes Christians really 
Christians?”

I hadn’t quite thought of 
Christmas in the light of such a 
question before. My answer is: 
The resurrection alone isn’t 
enough to keep the faith of 
Christians alive. One must have 
the stories of the nativity, the 
12-year-old Jesus in the temple, 
the baptism of Jesus by John, the 
calling of the disciples — well, 
you get the picture, I hope.

Christianity is not defined by 
the Christmas and Easter stories. 
Christianity is defined by the 
entire biblical account of God’s 
interaction with humanity, from 
the creation story through the

Old and New Testaments to the 
last word of the Book of Rev
elation.

And that definition is refined 
by 2000 years of Christian liv
ing that has produced our cur
rent, and cultural, revelation of 
God. And for that gift, includ
ing the incarnation of God as 
Jesus, we can daily recall the 
love that produced it. And we 
can live in the glow of God’s 
good grace every minute of ev
ery hour of every day!

The Nativity set is stored for 
another year, but the story of 
which Christmas is an integral 
part goes on! Thank God!

God’s continuing story is vis
ited frequently in many places 
by the community of faith.

If you cannot yet see the con
nection of your story with 
God’s, visit a church this Sun
day and find out more about it. 
If you have no church home, 
come visit us at First United 
Methodist Church for worship 
this Sunday at 10:45 a.m.Humble yourselves before God

Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due 
time: Casting all your care upon 
him: for he careth for you.

Be sober, be vigilant: be
cause your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring Lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may 
devour: Whom resist stedfast in 
the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in 
your brethern that are in the 
world. But the God of all grace, 
who hath called us unto his eter-

St. John’s 
Missionary 

Church

Rev. Bill 
Adams Sr.

nal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered awhile, 
make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you. To him 
be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5: 6-11

Motion for second 
FCSA trial denied
■  Continued from Page 1 
based on the evidence that 
was presented in the court
room . T here was nothing 
said about the petition,” the 
judge said.

“If the petition was intro
duced , it w ould  p robably  
have resulted in a different 
decision . If  I w ould have 
known this, I would have 
p ro b a b ly  ru led  the o th er 
w a y .”

Etzel and L arry  Sofaly, 
F o rt C lark  M UD general 
manager, were the only ones 
to take the witness stand dur
ing the December hearing.

Sofaly testified that the pe
tition  had 476 signatu res, 
and that 434 of the signatures 
had been verified as m em 
bers in good standing.

After the Preservation So
ciety circulated the petition

last summer, a special mem
bership meeting was held on 
Aug. 10 to recall the direc
to rs . The m ajority  o f the 
m em bers vo ting  chose to 
rem o v e  F ran k  C h ean ey , 
Carol Miller, Jack Simpson, 
G len  W hite  and  Bob 
W illiam so n , and to keep 
Saylor and Mona Miller.

“T he m an d ate  o f  the 
m em b ersh ip  was very  
clear,” said Pat Ellis, repre
sen ting  S ay lo r and M ona 
M iller during the hearing. 
“It was not a close vote.”

Saylor and M ona M iller 
later appointed five new di
re c to rs  — N olan  B ran d t, 
John  D ix o n , A1 Jen k in s , 
Rozetta Pingenot and Santos 
Y erena. The fort operated 
without a board for over a 
month after the initial lawsuit 
was filed by the association.

We need to prepare 
youth for the future

As I was driving past the 
school recently, I noticed a sign 
on their marquee that read: 
“Dream it! Believe it! Achieve 
it!”

Instantly, I remembered what 
Happy Shahan used to say a lot, 
“Man can achieve whatever man 
can conceive!”

I t ’s wonderful to have a 
dream, but without believing that 
it is obtainable, the certainty of 
failure is almost always a real
ity. To have a vision of what 
could be is something seen oth
erwise than by natural sight.

The Holy Bible indicates to 
me that visionary experiences 
are a rather common means of 
communication between God 
and his children.

Dreaming is easy, believing 
is hard and following through 
and making it a reality is even 
harder. It takes commitment and 
dedication — something that 
most of us don’t seem to have 
much of these days.

The young have a lot more 
energy than us older folks, and 
us older folks have a lot more 
wisdom, knowledge and matu
rity than the younger ones. We 
have an obligation, a moral duty 
to help our young people chan
nel all that energy in the right 
direction and to help them real
ize their dreams, because soon 
enough, they will be leading us.

It’s true, “The youth of to
day are the leaders of tomorrow”

Frontier
Baptist
Church

Rev. Dave 
Crowe

and tomorrow will come sooner 
than you think. How prepared 
they are for leadership tomor
row will be determined by how 
we (you and I) prepare them to
day.

What kind of moral fiber are 
we weaving into their everyday 
lives?

We have the responsibility of 
seeing to it that they are well 
educated, intelligent, respon
sible individuals with the abil
ity to feel compassion for oth
ers and live Godly lives. That’s 
the kind of stuff that good lead
ers are made of — people ca
pable of seeing the big picture 
and acting accordingly.

Good leaders will dream of a 
better tomorrow! Good leaders 
will believe that it’s possible to 
obtain. .Good leaders will 
achieve and make these dreams, 
reality.

Let’s give future generations 
even better, more capable lead
ers, than those given to us.

We owe it to our children and 
their children, but mostly, we 
owe it to our God, who dreamt! 
Who believed! Who achieved!

New Years is a good 
time to make changes

“Hey Josh, whataya think 
of the big drug bust in town 
the other day?”

“I’m still trying to sort it 
all out, Doug. There are a lot 
of people who are hurt by 
such things, not just the 
people who were arrested. I 
can imagine what this is do
ing to their families.”

“I guess people don’t think 
of others when they get into 
trouble do they?” Doug 
asked.

“Sometimes they think 
they can get by with it, but it 
all comes down on them even
tually,” Josh answered.

Doug continued: “Long 
ago a very wise man said, sin
ners believe that nobody sees 
what they do. But God sees 
everything even into the dark
est corners and when the law
breaker least expects it, he will 
be apprehended.” (Sirach 
23:11-20)

“Why do you think they 
get themselves into such 
things?” Josh asked.

“The wise man also said, 
for the sake of profit many sin 
and the struggle for wealth 
blinds the eyes. (Sirach 27:1) 
It’s an attitude problem Josh,” 
Doug said. “They think God 
doesn’t see and they take the 
advice of fools.”

“Can they change?” Josh 
asked.

Empowering
Families

Dr. Donald 
Smith

“Sure they can,” Doug an
swered. “There’s always hope. 
The wise man said God made 
us all subject to our own free 
choices. If those people choose 
the right way they can change. 
Before us all are life and death 
and whatever we choose is 
what we get.” (Sirach 15:14- 
17)

“W hat’s your advice?” 
Josh asked.

“You know, Josh, right 
now we’re in the most of beau - 
tiful of holiday seasons. It’s a 
good time for all of us to make 
changes in our lives for the 
New Year.

“It is wise for all of us no 
matter how good we think we 
are, to make the choice to ex
amine ourselves and determine 
to follow the commandments 
of the L ord ,” Doug said. 
(15:15)

“Distance yourself from 
fools and do not delay your 
conversion to the Lord for 
equal to his majesty is his ev
erlasting mercy.” (27:12; 5:8; 
2:18)

HEALTH
Tips to successfully lose weight for the New Year

Nearly everyone sees the 
New Year as a chance to make a 
new start or an im portant 
change.

Many of us make formal reso
lutions, and up to 60 percent of 
them involve improving our 
health or appearance.

Certified trainer and fitness 
guru James Villepigue, author of 
the hugely popular “Body 
Sculpting Bibles for Men and 
Women,” offers these sugges
tions for forming good resolu
tions and then sticking with 
them.

1. Set reasonable goals: Los
ing 30 pounds in a month is nei
ther realistic nor safe. A better 
goal is 1 to 2 pounds a week. If 
you set an unattainable goal, 
you’ll only get discouraged 
when you fail.

2. Remember all the ben
efits: While you may start an ex
ercise program to improve your 
appearance, don’t forget all the 
other benefits. Regular exercise 
helps relieve stress, improve 
energy levels, and helps prevent

heart attacks, strokes, osteoporo
sis and a wide range of other 
health problems.

3. Start with small goals that 
lead to big rewards: If going to 
a gym every day seems impos
sible with your schedule, don’t 
give up on exercise entirely. 
Add a little exercise to your day 
— take the stairs, walk on your 
lunch hour. Hit the gym just 
once a week, and as you start to 
feel your energy increase, you’ll 
be motivated to find more time 
in your week.

4. Build in rewards: Al
though a healthier body should 
be its own reward, sometimes it 
helps to get something tangible 
in return for your hard work. 
When you hit a goal, reward 
yourself with a massage, a new 
outfit, or a movie night out with 
friends (just avoid the jumbo 
popcorn!)

5. Pick up the weights: De
spite common misconceptions, 
weight lifting won’t make you 
stiff or give women big “bulky” 
muscles. In fact, weight training

with dumbbells or a resistance 
machine helps bum fat, build 
lean muscle tissue, and can even 
help fight osteoporosis and heart 
disease.

6. Avoid “get thin quick” 
schemes: If it sounds too good 
to be true, it is. From “fat burn
ing” diet pills (dangerous) to 
electronic ab stimulators (re
ally!), the promise of results 
without effort is just a market
ing gimmick designed to reduce 
your wallet — not your waist
line.

7. Don’t do it alone: Proper 
diet and exercise go hand in 
hand. One without the other is a 
recipe for failure. Just because 
you walked for 30 minutes 
doesn’t mean you can reward 
yourself with a pint of your fa
vorite ice cream.

8. Be aware of your choices: 
Put extra thought into making 
wise food selections. Choose 
lean chicken or fish in place of 
steak, take steamed vegetables 
instead of mashed potatoes, and 
skip the heavy sauces and gravy.

Just thinking about what and 
how much you eat can make all 
the difference in the world.

9. Find the fun: Getting in 
shape doesn’t have to mean the 
same workout day after day. 
Enjoy yourself. Find a great 
exercise class. Go dancing. Ride 
a bike. Get a dog and take it for 
long walks. Experiment with 
cuisine around the world while 
making healthy meals. Join a 
walking or hiking club.

10. Remember that health 
starts at home: While the obe
sity rate for all Americans is 
climbing, the rate for children 
and teen-agers is particularly 
alarming. Everyone in the fam
ily can benefit from joining you 
in healthy activities and better 
meals, and you’ll help them de
velop good habits for life.

If you have any trouble stay
ing with your fitness plan, 
Villepigue recommends: “Visu
alize or see yourself the way you 
want to look. Use these mental 
images to fuel your determina
tion to achieve success.”

Doctors find
HOUSTON — Both sides of 

the family are important in con
sidering the genetic risk of breast 
cancer and prostate cancers, says 
a genetics specialist here at the 
Baylor College of Medicine.

“The genes that cause these 
diseases are genes you inherit 
from both parents,” said Dr. 
Sharon Plon, associate professor 
of molecular and human genet
ics and pediatrics at Baylor. “For 
a woman, if mom’s family has 
no history of breast cancer, but

cancer genes inherited trom both parent!
dad has three sisters who were cers are in people who have in- ceptibility to cancer may hav

herited a predisposition to can ydiagnosed with breast cancer, 
that’s just as worrisome.”

The same is true for other 
forms of cancer that are influ
enced by genetics.

“People tend to focus on the 
parent who is the same gender 
as they are. Women look at their 
mom’s side for breast cancer and 
men look at their dad’s side for 
prostate cancer, but this is miss
ing half the story,” she said. 

About 10 percent of all can

cer. Genetics counselors assess 
those who might have an in
creased risk of cancer because 
of family history.

“Even if there is a history of 
cancer in your family, that does 
not necessarily mean you will 
develop the disease,” Plon said. 
“But, it’s important to determine 
if you are at an increased risk 
and may need early screening.”

Families with a genetic sus-

multiple family members with the 
same cancers, family member: 
who develop cancer at an unusu
ally young age, family member: 
who develop a second or thirc 

new” cancer, or family mem
bers with certain rare cancers, 
such as male breast cancer.

Plon said those who are con
cerned about an increased risk 
of cancer should discuss the is
sue with their primary care phy
sicians.
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Jensen: Exotic animals 
do not make good pets

So you have some extra 
cash and you’ve been think
ing about buying an exotic 
pet, such as a tiger or moun
tain lion?

Not so fast, say animal ex
perts. “There really is not one 
good reason for an individual 
to own big exotic carn i
v o re s ,” said Dr. James 
Jensen, a professor in the Col
lege of Veterinary Medicine 
at Texas A&M University and 
an expert on exotics.

“There are numerous rea
sons why you should not own 
one. I would strongly advise 
anyone considering this idea 
to think it through very care
fully. If a person buys one, it’s 
a good bet that both the ani
mal and the owner will end up

unhappy.”
Big exotic carnivores include 

lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, 
bears and cougars.

Texas is home to more exotic 
animals than any state in the 
country, and there are thousands 
of the animals living in homes 
and ranches across the state. So 
many, in fact, that the state 
passed a new law last year in
tending to restrict the wide
spread ownership of dangerous 
exotic animals.

The new laws say each 
county must have its own regu
lations and enforcement regard
ing exotic animals. Many coun
ties have banned ownership of 
exotics, while others have much 
stricter laws regarding animals.

The negatives of owning an

exotic animal far outweigh any 
benefits, Jensen believes.

The first consideration is cost. 
Many exotics animals can cost 
thousands of dollars each.

“Plus, they need a specific 
diet, and that includes meat or 
meat products, and these diets 
can be very expensive,” Jenson 
said. “A large cat like a tiger or 
lion can easily consume 6 to 8 
pounds of meat a day. It’s rare 
when an exotic can be trained 
to eat cat food like a typical 
house cat.”

Another huge consideration 
is personal risk. It’s not uncom
mon for an exotic carnivore to 
turn on its owner or others for 
seemingly no reason, Jensen ex
plains.

“An exotic can go from a lov

ing, trusting pet to an attack 
animal in a split second,” he 
said. “When a 300- or 400- 
pound animal has a mood 
change, the damage it can in
flict can be very significant.

“There are some remark
able stories about owners hav
ing the same animal for years 
and suddenly it attacks them. 
And if the animals should ever 
escape, many people can be 
at risk. ”

Because exotics are often 
kept outdoors, it means they 
must be placed in cages, and 
rarely are such cages a healthy 
environment, Jensen notes. 
Many cages are far too small, 
and the living conditions are 
often less than ideal for the 
animal.

MRGDC makes 
holiday donations

On Dec. 21, the Middle Rio 
Grande Development Council’s 
executive staff presented a total 
of $1,200 to local agencies in 
Christmas donations. The money 
was raised by taco sales through
out the year, the money coming 
mostly from staff members of the 
MRGDC.

The Dimmit County Child 
Welfare Board received $500, 
which will be used for many of 
the needs of foster children in 
the Dimmit County area, includ
ing the “Elf Alicia” program that 
purchases toys for foster children 
and delivers them to their homes 
at Christmas time.

During the rest of the year, 
the board provides an allowance 
to each foster child to purchase 
school supplies and clothes. 
During the holidays, the board 
works with local schools to help 
them identify other children who 
wouldn’t otherwise receive toys 
on Christmas.

The Dimmit County Public 
Library received $300 to help 
support the programs being 
planned for the Wade Museum, 
part of the expansion project 
nearly at completion at the li
brary. The library provides sum
mer reading programs, computer 
access to visitors and projects 
involving children.

The Canterbury Villa Nurs
ing Home received a 27-inch 
Apex color stereo television that 
will be placed in their activity 
room.

The Ministerial Alliance of

Dimmit County, an organization 
made up of multi-denomina
tional churches, received a 
check for $200. This money will 
be given to various charities to 
support those less fortunate this 
Christmas season.

Finally, the Area Agency on 
Aging, an MRGDC partner, re
ceived $200 for their various 
giving programs.

According to Lydia Seanz, 
TRACS coordintator for 
MRGDC and Taco Fund mem
ber, the Child Welfare Board was 
the first organization to ap
proach the MRGDC for funds to 
help their program.

At the time, the COG was 
unable to donate any of its fund
ing to the work of this and simi
lar organizations due to federal 
fund use restrictions. So the staff 
came up with the concept of a 
taco fund where staff volunteers 
would cooked up homemade 
tacos each week to sell to the 
other staff members.

The first year, the fund raised 
$500 for the Child Welfare 
Board. Since then, the number 
of organizations receiving the 
yearly donations has grown to 
five, and the amount of money 
raised has increased to $2,500.

Each week, the Taco Com
mittee, made up of MRGDC staff 
members Lydia Seiple, Ramon 
Johnston, San Juanita Galvan, 
Mark Mendez and Saenz, helps 
cook and serve homemade tacos 
for $1 apiece. On average, they 
raise $60 a week.

Visiting for the holidays p,wt0 by Gu,dr:
Vinita Sahajwala, originally o f india, and Phi! 
Giibreth, both o f Los Angeles, are presented a 
copy o f "90 Miles on Highway 90" by Jewel 
Robinson o f the Kinney County Chamber o f 
Commerce. The two were visiting Giibreth's par
ents, Tracy and Kay, who live at Fort Clark.

Rotary hosts annual 
Christmas celebration

Floyd graduates 
from academy

Lynn Floyd graduated fifth 
in his class from the DelMar Re
gional Police Academy in Cor
pus Christi on Dec. 17.

Floyd, a 1993 graduate of 
Brackett High School, is the son 
of Harrell and Janis Floyd.

Floyd and the other cadets 
completed over 700 hours of 
police training, including defen
sive tactics, pursuit driving, ba
ton and firearms at the 17-week 
academy.

Floyd is in the process of be
coming a reserve police officer 
with the Driscoll Police Depart
ment in Nueces County. He and 
his wife, Amanda live in Port
land, where he is the pastor of 
New Community Church.

During the graduation cer-

Lynn Floyd

emony, he received the top 
physical fitness award in his 
class.

By FrancesMcMaster
Contributing Writer

The Brackettville Rotary 
Club met on Dec. 19 for its an
nual Christmas celebration.

Frank Cheaney headed the 
program and his wife, Ruby, 
was a special guest who played 
Christmas music on the piano 
prior to the meeting. She also 
accompanied the group as car
ols were sung.

Mr. Cheaney spoke about 
Christmas traditions, and Tay
lor Stephenson and Tully Shahan 
joined him as the trio sang “We 
Three Kings.”

Guests of honor were Yolanda 
and Gilbert Rueda as host par

ents of Rotary’s foreign ex
change student, Maarten Voss, 
who also attended the meeting. 
Maarten is a friend of Tres, the 
Rueda’s son.

The Ruedas each spoke about 
their experience having Maarten 
live with them. Much good-na
tured teasing took place as each 
of the foster parents expressed 
their pleasure at having had 
Maarten as their guest.

He will soon be moving in 
with another friend, Elliot 
Stone, son of Greg and Louisa 
Stone. It is traditional that each 
exchange student stay with two 
different families during their 
allotted time in order to broaden 
their experience.

DAR chapter hosts Christmas luncheon
D uplicate Bridge 
C lub hosts party

The Duplicate Bridge 
Club held its annual Christ
mas party on Dec. 17 in the 
Gorgas Room at Fort Clark. 
There were 20 people in at
tendance, playing the 
Mitchell Movement at five 
tables after a tasty repast.

The winners in the North- 
South were Helen Marie 
Jones and Rozetta Pingenot. 
Flo and Jim Stafford fin
ished second and Ruth Pot
ter and Sara Richhart were 
third. Sharon Boucher and 
Ann Watt won the East- 
West, Carolyn Ruttledge 
and Nelda Thomason took 
second place, and Lloyd and 
Orlene Alvis were third.

As she has done for the past 
several years, Toni Hull hosted 
the Uvalde de las Encinas Chap
ter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution for a 
Christmas luncheon in her home.

Brackettville chapter mem
bers are Jan Chism, Charolotte 
Corey, Woodie Hornburg, 
Marjorie Love, Pat McKelvy and 
Louise Stone.

The meeting was called to 
order by McKelvy, the regent. 
The pledge of allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of 
American was led by Dorothy 
Martin and the pledge to the 
Texas flag by Helen Fryar. 
Elizabeth Carmichael gave the 
invocation.

Following the luncheon, Su
san Wynn, pianist at Baptist 
Temple Church, entertained the

group, singing “O Holy Night,” 
“Mary’s Little Boy,” and “Away 
in a Manger,” and then sang 
and signed (sign language) “Si
lent Night.” Toni Hull accom
panied her on the keyboard.

Wynn then told some of her 
experiences of 28 years as be
ing an interpreter for the deaf.

“Now the deaf have a much 
better chance of being success
ful in school, college and life in 
general, thanks to sign language 
as a way to learn and communi
cate,” she said.

Wynn is an interpreter for 
three fourth-graders at Anthon 
School and also works with a 4- 
year-old at Dalton School. She 
and her husband, Dan, music di
rector at Baptist Temple Church, 
have lived in Uvalde for 2 1/2 
years.

Heads or tails?
The three grandkids woke up 

at first light. One that had to be 
held, one that wanted to be held, 
and one that wanted to run. 
Three kids and one old man. 
One sleepy old granddad.

It was Christmas Day. A day 
to rejoice and be thankfiil for all 
my blessings. It was hard to con
centrate on blessings and keep 
up with three fledglings.

I finally got the runner inter
ested in TV. I could hold the 
other two and relax.

I began to think about Christ
mas and family of yesteryear. A 
cousin came to mind. I wondered 
where Bill was. He was a dumb 
kid. He really was. He was the 
embarrassment of the Hall clan. 
Now you know how ignorant he 
really was.

Every time a group got to
gether, they would tease Bill. 
One of the uncles would say, 
“Watch this. Come here, boy. I 
have some money for you.”

I would cringe with shame. I 
knew what was going to happen.

But I  Could 
Be Wrong

Chuck
Hall

“Here’s a nickel and a dime. 
Take which ever one you want.”

Dumb little Bill would always 
choose the nickel. One Christ
mas I had had enough.

Taking Bill aside, I told him, 
“You’re an idiot, son. I know 
the nickel is bigger, but the dime 
is worth more. Next time they 
offer you money, take the 
dime.”

“Oh no, cousin Chuck. The 
first time I take the dime, they’ll 
stop giving me nickels.”

Bill has probably never 
worked a day in his life. He no 
doubt has an endless supply of 
money saved up a nickel at a 
time.

But I could be wrong.

BUSINESS
TXU Energy announces 
sales agreement with RGEC

DALLAS -  TXU Energy 
has signed a multi-year con
tract, effective Jan. 1, to pro
vide energy and related ser
vices to Rio Grande Electric 
Cooperative.

U n d er the  ag reem en t, 
TXU Energy will expand an 
existing relationship to pro
vide wholesale pow er ser
vices to Rio Grande in the 
Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas region.

“By using TXU Energy’s 
services, w e’re able to en
hance service, manage our 
risk and provide energy cost 
savings to our m em bers,” 
said Dan Laws, general man
ager and chief executive of
ficer of Rio Grande.

P e te r  G re e n b e rg , v ice  
president o f origination, at 
TXU Energy, added: “We

look forward to continuing 
our longstanding re la tio n 
ship with Rio Grande, and 
are pleased that they have 
chosen TXU E nergy  as a 
supplier in the ERCOT re
g io n .”

Rio Grande Electric Co
operative has in excess o f
5.000 members, and serves 
a diverse customer base in 
18 West Texas counties and 
two New M exico counties, 
including residential, small 
com m ercial and industrial 
consumers, as well as a large 
num ber o f agricultural op
erations. Rio Grande’s ser
vice area spans m ore than
2 7 .0 0 0  sq u are  m ile s , 
ro u g h ly  o n e -ten th  o f  the 
state land mass, as it follows 
the river., from which it gets 
its name, for some 750 miles.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Before we step into the future, w e’d  like to step back 

and say thank you to all our customers 
w ho’ve helped to make our year a success!

^  Thanks!

P | C O  # 15
Ricky Alvarado Manager

108 Military Highway 90, Brackettville

Lions Club Thrift Store
January 4, 2003 Jjà, 

jen 9 a.m. - 12 Noon
Craft Projects and Much, much more!!

For information or assistance please call 
Norma Conner: 563-2072 Mary Dixon: 563-
2747 Tom Sayior: 563-3382

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist 
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

•  Cataract Surgery with lens implant
•  Diabetic Eye Disease
•  Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
•  Laser Surgery in the Office
•  Medicare & Medicaid Accepted
•  Se Habla Espanol

800-747-2511  
or 830-278-2020
927 East Main Street 

Uvalde, Texas
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(830) 563-2852

a:
THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE 

ROADRUNNER ENERGYg
Call Woody @ 563-9594 or 800-S43-2630

AUTO SALES
7 7 8 - 2 8 8 6  

M o n - S a t  9 - 6  p m
(under th e  overpass on 
A ve  F) locally  ow ned  & 
operated  by Sergio DJ Diaz 

Sales Manager: Holt Tuck
We Accept: Government Voyager 
Credit Cardi, Visa, Mastercard, 

American Express, Discover

&  D E T A / L
Wc offer the following:
•  Complete Hand Wash
•  Hand Wax
•  Carpet Shampoo
•  Engine Wash
•  Oil Change
•  Leather Treatment
•  State Inspection
•  No Appointment

Necessary_________

AVON Recruiting Center
Mary Terry

Recruiter/Beauty Advisor 
612 S. Main St. Downtown Del Rio 

Phone (830) 775-8284  
Fax (830) 775-8285 
cj mterry @a von. net 

Start your own business. Only $10 to 
start.

Free gift when you join.

Durden &
Durden, PLLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Business Law Wills Bankruptcy
& Real Estate Law Probate

Trusts
Uvalde, Texas ( 8 3 0 )  2 7 8 - 2 5 5 0

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Archie’s Landscaping
and

Lawn Maintenance
Experienced - Professional 

Free Estimates
| Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

563-5102
A r c h ie  and J i l l  W oodson

Mon - Thu 
12:00 PM -7:00 PM 
Fri - Sat
10:00 AM - 9:00 PM

« e V “; V

Case Discounts 
Special Orders

Win*
Convenient Location on HWY 90 

830-563-9030

This space could 
be yours for $6 

a week. Call

563-2852
J

HOME CONSTRUCTION 
All Types o f Construction 

FREE ESTIMATES
♦  Remodeling ♦  Roofing Repairs
♦  Painting ♦  Aluminum patio
♦  Decks covers
♦  Roofing ♦  Fences, etc.

830- 317-4947

ßracL  »ttvill» f u n e r a l

^J4om»
114 North Street 

563-9600
ffe ru in ÿ  JSrachetti/ilfe iince 1 9 1 4

Manager: Leon Humphreys

Travis Wilson 
Construction

Complete turn key jobs on RV 
and Mobile home lots. Con

crete, water, sewer and electri
cal. Clear lots and caliche pads 

5 6 3 - 2 3 9 8

"^Kinney County Wool & Mohair VT 
The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store 

♦Livestock Feed * Game Feed *
* Hardware * Lumber *

Check And Compare Our Com petitive  
Prices

B rackettville, T X  830-563-2471

— ^ nm' Fr n _  P.O. Box 1010 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ... _ . _
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 Noon W' Sprlng St' V’t

COPIES TO GO . . .
Christmas is just around the corner. 
Personal calendars make good GIFTS. 
Copies To Co personalizes Calendars 

w ith  copies o f  yo u r snapshots.

(830) 775-1121 Fax (830) 775-2351 

2400 Veterans Blvd., Suite 8, Del Rio, TX 7884C 

E-mail - eopiestogo@wcsonline.net

Cheap Cheap Cheap
ROPANE

PICO PETROLEUM
308 SOUTH GROVE 
UVALDE, TX, 78801 ->i

278-5681
Free delivery to Brackettville

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply
Originally a part of Petersen & Co. Since 1876 
101 East Spring Street P.O. Box 976 

Brackettville, TX 78832

ß
General Hardware Stock Medicines 
Pipes & Fencing Ranch Supplies 
Paint Ammunition

Phone 830-563-2528

Bruce Drilling and Services 
Pumps Tanks Wells

Specializing in 
Turn Key Installation of 

trouble free water systems
830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.

Texas Water Well Lie. # 2444WPKL

Physical Therapy
Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road 

Uvalde, Texas 78801 
Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/ 

Insurance
(830)2784426
Se HablaEspanol

L in d a ’s Nails

Come & Pamper Yourself with a quiet 

atmosphere

Complimentary wine & beverage with

pedicure spa service

Mon-Sat.9-6 
830-775-6966

2107 Veterans 
Blvd. Suite #4 

Del Rio, TX

SEW WHAT?
Custom Embroidery

S t a C 6 y  P 0  Box 917Ashabranner
Phone: 830-563-9006

Brackettville, Texas 78832
E-mail: ashent@lmGdinaec.com

Custom Designs on clothes, caps, bags, linens
bedding, etc. No order too big or too small!
Unique Gifts! You tell us. We’ll Sew What?

S outhw est
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Trivia Time by Walter Branch

1. What city on the Gulf Coast was also a hit song 
for Glen Campbell?
2. If you receive a holiday postcard with "Helvetia" 
on the stamp, in what country was it posted?
3. O f what language do the Amish speak a dia
lect?
4. Who is the Greek counterpart of the Roman 
god, Mercury?
5. What was the real first name of actor John 
Wayne?
6. In what musical is the song "Shall We Dance?" 
featured?
7. Who designed the Volkswagen Beetle?
8. In the TV  series, what was the name of Casey 
Jones' train?
9. Who wrote the novel, "To the Lighthouse"?
10. What kind of bridge is the Golden Gate Bridge?

Y n A r r i  m i v i n u x i i  y
Dec.26. ................... Dorothy Clark Dec.29......
Dec. 26. Dec.31....... ...............Jerry Adams
Dec. 26. Jan.l.......... ......Tootsie Herndon
Dec. 27. ..................Margarita Pena Jan.l.......... ......Mary Jane Olson
Dec. 27. ................. Christina Smith Jan.l.......... ...............Valerie Vela
Dec. 27. Jan.2 .......... .......... Amanda Meek
Dec. 27. ............Taylor Stephenson Jan.2........... ............Jerry Taugner
Dec.28. .............. Hortencia Castro Jan.3.......... ............. Janelle Senne
Dec.28. Jan.5.......... .......... Norman Butler
Dec. 28. Jan.7........... .........Jose A. Cabello
Dec.29. Jan.7.......... .......... JuanM. Flores
Dec. 29. Jan.7.......... .........Michael Garcia
Dec. 29. Jan.7......... ............ John Osborn

by Charles Cooper

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Be careful w ith  those New 
Year's resolutions. Taking on 
too much can be very discour
aging. Be realistic.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
You're in a reflective mood this 
week. That's because sentimen
tality always hits you when the 
calendar turns another page. 
Spend quiet time with family 
over the weekend.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Your heart's in the right place. 
However, emotion is clouding 
your judgment. Make more o f 
an effort to see the true nature 
o f certain people.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Your plans for a gala celebra
tion come o ff w ithout a hitch. 
However, try  not to overly in
dulge in alcoholic beverages. If 
you do, you'll surely pay the 
price.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A  
certain special someone you 
want to invite out is unavailable. 
Don't take this too much to 
heart. You've made your plans 
at the last minute.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem
ber 22) Try not to dwell too 
much on your holiday expendi
tures. W ith some careful bud
geting, you'll be able to catch 
up. Later in the week, get- 
togethers with friends are pleas
ant.

(c) 2001 DBR Media, Inc.

LIBRA (September 23 to Oc
tober 22) People are drawn to 
you this week. That's because 
you're particularly buoyant 
and funny. Some find business 
opportunities mixed in with so
cializing.

SCORPIO (O ctober 23 to 
November 21) Waiting for a 
certain friend to make holiday 
plans is useless. Go ahead and 
do what you want. Otherwise, 
you could find yourself sitting 
home with nothing to do.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) Let fam
ily take precedence over friends. 
This avoids hurt feelings. Later 
in the week, bigwigs are pleased 
with your progress on a cer
tain work project.

CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) Take stock o f 
where your career is headed. 
You may want to make some 
changes in the New Year. The 
weekend sees you hosting one 
more holiday party before it's 
all over.

AQ UARIUS (January 20  to 
February 18) Sort through 
those party invitations and pick 
the one that's most interesting. 
In business, it's a good time to 
look for financial backing. Once 
you receive this, there's no 
stopping you.

PISCES (Feb ruary  19 to 
March 20) You find your plans 
changing at the last minute. 
Don't let this upset your holi
day. Just go with the flow, and 
you'll enjoy the day.
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DRIVERS WANTED

DRIVERS: CRST FLATBED/
Leasing Owner Operators! Requ- 
lar run to IN, IL, OH & Intra State 
TX. Return loads back to North
east TX. Paying $1 .25-$1.60 
rate p/loaded mile low deadhead 
trailer available. Quick pay op
tions. No forced dispatch. Call 
to d a y : 1 -8 0 0 -3 6 6 -6 3 6 1 /
www.crstflatbed.com

DRIVER-COVENANT TRANS
PORT - H iring  expe rienced  
teams, solos and trainers. 0 /0 - 
Solos/Teams 83 cents. We are 
looking for experienced teams to 
run priority dispatch. Call 1-888- 
MORE-PAY (1-888-667-3729).

DRIVERS-EXPERIENCED/ INEX
PERIENCED. Happier Holidays 
are at Central Refrigerated! Great 
pay, benefits, lease purchase pro
gram. CDL/A w ith 8 months OTR 
required. 1-800-727-5865.

DRIVERS-NO EXPERIENCE? No
Problem. Low cost CDL training 
available. Meals, lodging and 
transportation provided. Tuition 
reimbursement. $1000 bonus. 
OTR, regional, dedicated freight. 
S w ift T ransporta tion , 1-800- 
2 3 1 -5209 .

DRIVERS - OWNER/OPERA- 
TORS. Have your own truck? 
Look ing  fo r  independence?  
Landstar has the tools/fre ight to 
make you successful. Let us 
show you. 1-888-313-7179/ 1- 
8 8 8 -8 7 5 -7 8 9 0 .

DRIVERS - OWNER/OPERA- 
TORS - 83 cpm , loaded or 
empty. Plates/perm its/layover/ 
lumpers and tolls paid. Lots of 
miles. Call Harold or Bob at Na
t io n a l F re ig h t, 1 -8 0 0 -6 6 6 -  
0380 .

SWIFT TRANSPORTATION is
hiring experienced and inexperi
enced drivers and owner/opera- 
tors. CDL training available. We 
pay for experience great benefits, 
tu ition reimbursement. 1-800- 
669-7943 (eoe-m/f).

DRIVER - TRUCKERS! FFE - Will 
get you home. FFE - Will get you 
paid. FFE - Will get you miles. 
Call 1-800-569-9232. Open all 
day, every day, including holi
days.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
$$C A S H $$  - IM M ED IA TE  
CASH for structured settlements, 
annuities, real estate notes, pri
vate mortgage notes, accident 
cases, and insurance payouts. J. 
G. W e n tw o rth , 1 -8 0 0 -7 9 4 - 
7310.

FIND THE BEST deals in The 
Brackett News' classifieds.

Answers to Crossword Puzzle

FOR SALE
4  DEARBORN HEATERS
(12,000 - 20,000 BTU) 1 6 / 
2 ' artificial Christmas tree, good 
c o n d it io n . 8 3 0 -5 6 3 -2 7 4 2  
830 -5 6 3 -9 5 0 8

9 LOTS NEXT to  H eadstart 
$2 ,800 563-9128

1979 GMC 16' Flatbed dump 
truck, runs and dumps good, 
$1 ,600  563-9128

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana 
Flurry, 5 6 3 -9 4 3 5 . Evenings/ 
Weekends, Complimentary fa
c ia ls , p ro d u c ts , e tc . 
www.marykay.com/aflurry

ROPING HORSE - 18 years old, 
black gelding. Head, heel or 
breakaway $1800. 765-0098
USED V CRIMP galvanized tin 
26 in. wide 10 ft . $3.50. 1 2 ft. 
$4.20. 775-5338 or 765-0098

HIGH QUALITY - LOW PRICES,
W olff Tanning Beds. Payments 
from $25/month. Home delivery. 
Free color catalog. Call today, 1 - 
8 8 8 -8 3 9 -5 1 6 0 , w w w .n p . 
etstan.com

HEALTH
MEDICARE PATIENTS USING
Inhalers: Albuterol - A trovent - 
Combivent - Serevent - Azmacort 
- Flovent and others. Having d if
ficulty? Breathe easy again. Medi
care covered liquid therapy may 
be available if you qualify. Med- 
A-Save, 1-800-224-1919, Ext. 
T X 5302 .

HELP WANTED
RIO GRANDE ELECTRIC Coop
erative, Inc. (RGEC) is accepting 
applications for the position of 
Field Tech to fill a vacancy in the 
Cooperative's Brackettville Of
fice. Must possess a valid Texas 
Driver's License w ith a clear driv
ing record. Must demonstrate 
basic mathematical skills and the 
ability to operate a computer. 
Skills in both oral and w ritten 
communications in the English 
language are required. Must be 
able to  w ork  under adverse 
w eather conditions including 
holidays, overtime and week
ends. Must be able to hike across 
rough terrain while carrying sur
veying and other related equip
ment. Travel w ill be required in
volving multiple overnight stays 
away from home. Must work 
sa fe ly  and co m p ly  w ith  
Cooperative's safety rules. Ap
plications may be picked up or 
requested from any RGEC office 
(8 3 0 -5 6 3 -2 4 4 4 )  m a iled  to  
RGEC, Adm inistrative Depart
ment, P.O. Box 1 509, Brackett
ville, Texas, 78832 and post
marked on or before January 3, 
2003. RGEC is an EOE.

GET HOOK, ROUND & Tape
worms. Rotate Happy Jack (R) 
Liqui-Vict (R) and Tapeworm tab
lets. A t TSC T ractor Supply 
(www.happyjackinc.com).

REAL ESTATE
BEST DEAL IN the area! 2600 
+ /- acres Brackettville. 3 sides 
high game fenced. Good ranch 
roads, 5 tanks, excellent game. 
Has been managed fo r 20 + 
years. $ 495/acre. Call Doug 
Evans fo r details & show ing 
(830) 895-0777.

REAL ESTATE
ABSOLUTE STEAL! 5 Acres - 
$ 1 9 ,9 0 0 . Sacrifice price on 
beautiful North Texas hill coun
try  property. Perfect getaway, 
retirement or horse set-up. Ac
cess to 600 acre private park. 
F inanc ing . Texas Land & 
Ranches. Call now, 1-866-516- 
4868 .

COLORADO RANCH SALE. 35
acres - $49,900. Magnificent 
mountain ranch at 8,000' eleva
tio n . M ix o f m eadows w ith  
spring fed ponds and aspen. 
Stunning views, virtually sur
rounded by federal lands. Must 
see! Good terms. Call Colorado 
Land & Ranches, 1-866-353- 
4809 .

NEW MEXICO MOUNTAINS.
140 Acres - Only $49,900. Gor
geous grasslands, mature tree 
cover, 6 ,300 ' elevation. Moun
tain views, year-round roads and 
electric. Perfect for horse lovers. 
Adjacent to national forest. Ex
cellent financing. Call today. This 
w on 't last. SW Properties of NM, 
Inc., 1-866-350-5263.

LAKE LOT SACRIFICE - 5 Acres 
- $24,900. Beautiful lake prop
erty w/access to 260 acre pri
vate lake. Perfect getaway, retire
ment, horse property. World 
class fishing. Gated entrance. 
Surveyed. Low $ down. W on't 
last! Call Texas Land & Ranches, 
1 -888-676-5253 .

100 ACRES - $44,900. Trophy 
whiteta ils (5 deer lim it). Tree 
covered hills and draws. Abun
dant turkey, quail, small game. 
Good access. More acreage 
available. E-Z terms. Call 1-866- 
8 9 9 -5 2 6 3 , Texas Land & 
Ranches.

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS

KINNEY COUNTY C O M M IS
SIONERS Court is currently ac
cepting bid proposals for repairs 
resulting from hail damages on 
all County owned buildings. Pro
posals must be submitted spe
cific to each building which in
cludes the fo llow ing : C ourt
house, N utrition Center, Jail, 
Annex Building, Civic Center, JP 
Office, Road & Bridge Depart
ment, Swimming Pool Conces
sion, Baseball Park Concession 
Building, EMS Building, Library, 
Filippone Building and roofs of 
other associated outbuildings. 
Sealed proposals addressed to 
the Kinney County Commission
ers Court must be received on or 
before 9 :00  a .m ., Monday - 
January 13, 2003. Mail or de
liver proposals to County Judge, 
Herb Senne, P.O. Box 348 , 
Kinney County Courthouse, 501 
S. Ann S treet, B rackettv ille , 
Texas 78832. Proposals shall 
be in conformance w ith the bid 
specifications available at the 
above address. The K inney 
County Commissioners Court 
reserves the right to reject any 
or all proposals, or to select the 
proposal most advantageous to 
the County, and reserves the right 
to waive any irregularity in the 
proposals received. Respondents 
awarded bid(s) must provide li
ability indemnification, Workers 
Compensation Certificate, as well 
as applicable payment and per
formance bonds.

SELL YOUR ITEMS right here!

SPORTS
rigers run past Panthers 50-22

Brackett upped its season 
;cord to 6-4 on Dec. 17 as the 
'igers ran away with a 50-22 
rin over the Comstock Panthers.

The Tigers jumped out to an 
-2 lead after the opening stanza 
nd then outscored the Panthers 
5-10 in the second period to 
o up 23-12 at intermission.

Brackett put the game away 
a the second half, outscoring 
lomstock 27-10.

“Our defensive effort was 
;ood again, along with our turn- 
ivers being cut down again, 
rigers coach Charlie Marquardt 
aid. “The guys are starting to 
:ome together as a team and re- 
ilize what role each has to play 
n order for us to be successful, 
’m really pleased with our bal-
inced scoring.”

Philip Munoz was Brackett s 
eading scorer with 12 points, 
ared Hobbs finished with 11 
joints and six rebounds, and 
nharlie Slaughter also finished 
n double figures with 10 points.

Jesse Davis pitched in eight 
joints and eight rebounds for the 
risers, Boyd Brotherton scored 
five points and Noe Talamantes
jad four points.

The Tigers resume action on 
Tuesday with a 6:30 road game 
against Utopialin st U t o p ia .

Valenzuela leads Cubettes with triple-double
1____i 1___-  teilet ( T Q t n p  w ith  K m in H c  M o H in P  T P T T flZ ilS

Emily Valenzuela put ta
:ther a triple-double Dec. 19 
lead the Brackett Cubettes to 

45-22 home win over Sacred 
eart in the eighth-grade bas
eball action.

“We reached seven ot our 
even goals." C u b e » ? » ! *
h o n d a  M a rq u a rd t sa id . Emily

had her personal best game with 
a triple-double, and we did a 
good job of playing as a team.”

Valenzuela finished the con
test with 23 points, 23 rebounds, 
11 steals and two assists.

Lola Cano had eight points 
and eight steals, Kara Yeager 
tallied six points and four re-

REAL ESTATE
O ’Rourke Realty

^ ^ E l s a  & Paul O’R ou rk e^ ^

Brick & Wood, 1 bed, 2 
baths, loft, garage, fenced. 
Only $40,000.

3 bed, 2 bath, beautiful mo
b ile  home in u n it 27 . 
$34,000. Will rent unfur
nished.

Furnished 2 bed, 2 bath mo
bile home, unit 15. $28,000.

2 bed, large den, fireplace, 
modern kitchen, jaccuzzi 
tub. Price reduced $85,000.

1 bed Townhouse - fu r
nished $20,000.

In Brackett - 3 bed,1 bath 
on Thomas St. $25,000. 

orourke@the-i.net

KINNEY 
COUNTY 
LAND CO

•  The Masters Condo unit 1201 1 bdr, 
£  ★ A  furnished, garage $ 3 4 ,0 0 0 .

•  Unit 15 lot 160 , 161 (1 6 0  Bliss 
P.O. Box 1035 Circle) FCS 3bdr, 2bth manufactured

Brackettville, TX 78832 housing enclosed porch, partially fur- 
830-563-2446 830-563-2447 nished, POSSIBLE OWNER FINANCED!

•  To w nh ouse  lot 1 1 6 , unit 1 furnished.
•  U n it 3 6  lot 3 9 , FCS 2 Br, 1 bt m anufactu red  housing.
•  U n it 2 7  lot 2  blk 0  FCS Eagle w a y  2Br, 2B t 1 1 8 0  sq. ft .  custom  
built screened in porch.
•  B rackettv ille  - Old S tagecoach  House corner o f El Paso &  Fort 1 
bdr/1 bth . FOR SALE OR LEASE.

•  A creage - 8 0 .0 3  A cres T ra c t # 3 0 3  Leona Ranch.
•  1 6 6  A IR PO R T RD. 2 b r /2 b t enclosed porch, patio , s torage, fenced  
b/y  2  car carport all e lectric.

Have Buyers - Need Listings! Same name new owner 
Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis 

info@kinneycountyland.com

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE Develop
ment Council announces the 
availability of Municipal Solid 
Waste (MSW) Grant Funding for 
Fiscal Year 2003 in cooperation 
w ith the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
Eligible project categories under 
this grant include: Local Enforce
ment, Source Reduction and Re
cycling, Citizens' Collection Sta
tions, "Small" Registered Trans
fer Stations, Household Hazard
ous Waste Management, Tech
nical Studies, Local Solid Waste 
Management Plans, River and 
Lake Clean-ups, Texas Country 
C lean-ups, E ducationa l and 
Training Projects. Eligible appli
cants are: Cities, Counties, Pub
lic Schools and School Districts, 
General and Special Law Districts 
and Regional Planning Commis
sions (Councils of Governments) 
In the Middle Rio Grande Devel
opment Council Service delivery 
area. Please note tha t as per 
Texas Commission on Environ
mental Quality guidelines appli
cations for the collection and/or 
transportation of MSW are not 
eligible for funding furthermore, 
as a matter of policy the MRGDC 
Board does not solicit applica
tions for soft costs. For more 
information on this request for 
project proposals, and/or a copy 
of an application packet, please 
contact: Marco A. Lopez, Solid 
Waste Coordinator, Middle Rio 
Grande Development Council, 
P.O. Box 11 99, Carrizo Springs, 
TX 78834, phone (830) 876- 
1286. Proposals shall be ac
cepted until 5 P.M. - January 
10 , 2 0 0 2 .

LAS MORAS REALTY
DEBBIE TRANT

830- 563-2997

GREAT RENTAL UNIT OR HOME AW AY FROM HOME! One 
bedroom, one bath condominium comes completely furnished. 
Spacious 4 BR/2 1/2 baths, tw o story home, approx. 2,902 sq. 
ft., quiet neighborhood, stone fireplace, large lot w ith beautiful 
oak trees.
"The Oaks" beautiful 4 /3 /2  has many specialties w ith lovely 
landscaped yard.
Ranches & small acreages for sale!

View listings: www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com

Phyllis & Les Meyer 
_  . 615 Hwy 90 EASTProperties

* New Listing -FCS 2/2 carport w ith detached studio, Excellent 
Condition.
* 3/2/carports, large yard, plus a 1 6x20 Office/Storage, near 
school.
* The Oaks, 2/2/2 Beautiful Home w ith sunroom, 2 lots and 
huge oaks.
* 2/2 Home w ith carport, Ward St. in FCS, excellent condition.
* 1450 acres Great Hunting! In the hills N. of Town.

We have ranches of all sizes available! 
www.Tejas-Properties.com

¡rachdi
FAXIT  
FAST!!

$2 for the first page,
$1 for each page thereafter

Î507 South Arm Street Phone: (830) 563-2852 j 
I Brackettville, Texas 78832 Fax: (830) 563-9538 i

WHY LEASE?
Own your own part of the Texas Hill 

Country for as little as $695.00 down 
and $116.69 per month at 8.75 % fi
nancing. Based on 20 acre tract with 
minimum down payment.

Leona Ranch, located 1 5 miles north of 
Brackettville, Texas, has an abundance 
of whitetail deer, javelina, turkey, quail, 
dove, rabbits and squirrels. Other non
game species include feral hogs, wild 
Spanish goats, racoons, ringtails, fox, 
bobcats and a few mountain lions.

The terrain of the Leona Ranch is var
ied, consisting of plateaus covered with 
scrub-brush and grass meadows, inter
mixed with deep heavily wooded draws,

Pounding the paint Photo by J L Guidry
Tigers center Dietrich Davis (40) works the ball into 
teammate Philip Munoz (00) during recent action.

bounds, Nadine Terrazas 
pitched in six points and two 
assists, and Allison Del Bosque 
added two points and three re
bounds.

The Cubettes resume action 
on Jan. 11 when they will com
pete in the annual Nueces Can
yon Invitational tournament in

-ffî®

For information call (830) 563-2961 8-5, M-F,

http://www.crstflatbed.com
http://www.marykay.com/aflurry
http://www.np
http://www.happyjackinc.com
mailto:orourke@the-i.net
mailto:info@kinneycountyland.com
http://www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com
http://www.Tejas-Properties.com


8  iradidl few Thursday, January 2, 2003

<J)ear f ie n d s ,

q  Rope that tRis Rofiday 

season Rrinas you and 
yours aif tRe jo y on eartR.

qt Ras 6een my Ronor to 

represent you for tRe fast 

ten years and q  foofc 
Jorw ard to anotRer 

successjxif year in 2003.

Paid for by Texans for Henry Bonilla WWW.HENRYBONILLA.COM Jill DeYoung Treasurer

http://WWW.HENRYBONILLA.COM

