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BRIEFS

F ort C lark  
Ladies Golf
Game of the day, low score on 
odd number hole. 1st place went 
to Marilyn Ballard, 2nd place 
Luella Gilliland, 3rd place Pat 
Elson and 4th place tie went to 
Dorothy Stute and Carol 
Benfield.

Chili Cookoff 
a success

Fort Clark Festival - Chili 
Cookoff helf on Monday, the 
24th, was a great success.

The People’s Choice Award 
went to Mark Kesteloot. 1st 
place by judge’s went to Ida 
Holley, 2nd to Shirley White, 
3rd place to Rick and Carolyn 
Card and 4th place to Russ 
White.

We had 21 entries in the 
cookoff. We also has a wonder­
ful day and a large crowd en­
joyed the chili.

The 5th Annual Cookoff was 
hosted by Darlene Sandwick.

A big thank you to all that 
cooked and all the helpers that 
were there on Monday. A spe­
cial thank you to all who at­
tended. Thanks from Darlene.

Valentine Tea, 
Open House

Sunday, February 13th, 2:00 
pm - 4:30 pm. Art Studio above 
the maintenance building.

A M ission of 
four nights
The mission is at St. Mary 
Magdalene Church, 310 Ann 
Street.

Deacon Juan Pareja and his 
wife Elena will be conducting an
Jssaiah m ission called “Blessed
and Broken” this coming week, 
starting Sunday through Wednes­
day (Feb. 13 - 16) from 7:00 to 
8:30 pm each evening.The em­
phasis of the mission is to gain a 
better appreciation of the com­
munal services for the congre­
gation.

Everyone is welcome to join 
us in a journey to become one 
in Christ.

KC AC Meeting
With 12 members present, the 

Kinney County Arts Council met 
Feb. 7th at 5:00 p.m. attheFCS’s 
Adult Center to finalize plans for 
the Texas State University’s Pan­
orama Steel Band performance 
on Feb. 26th at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Post Theater. Brackettville citi­
zens and school children are 
urged to attend to promote an 
interest in the percussion arts.
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Art Council hosts 
Steeldrums Panorama 
Feb. 26 at Post Theater

Special to
The Brackett News
How fortunate can we bel Just 

fantasize “the Texas State Uni­
versity Steel Band” under the di­
rection of Genaro Gonzalez 
coming to Brackettville and per­
forming at Fort Clark Springs’ 
Post Theater.

Only, this is no fantasy and 
their visit includes a busy sched­
ule by also performing at the 
Kerrville and Comfort schools.

The Kinney County Arts 
Council has been negociating 
for some time to bring this group 
to Brackettville.

Even though the KCAC is a 
non-profit organization, there 
will be a charge/donation for the 
7:30p.m., Feb. 26 performance. 
Tickets for students are $3 and 
$5 for adults.

This is a necessity in order 
to bring future events for the cul­
tural enrichment of the Kinney 
County School Children.

Tickets may be obtained 
from KCAC’s members or at 
Fort Clark Springs adult center.

Under Genaro Gonzalez’s or­
ganization and direction since 
the Fall of 1989, the Texas State 
University, Panorama Steel 
Band has performed at the Texas 
Music Educator’s Association 
convention in San Antonio, the 
Berkley World Percussion Fes­
tival in Boston, M ass., the 
Montreux Jazz and World Mu­
sic Festival in Montreux, Swit­
zerland, the Percussive Arts So­
ciety International Convention, 
touring Mexico many times and 
to enthusiastic audiences at Euro 
Disney in Paris, France.

The group has also performed 
at numerous elementary, junior 
and senior high schools as well 
as colleges and universities 
around the State of Texas in an 
effort to develop interest in the 
steel drum and steel band per­
formance.
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DPS spotlights
missing persons

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Winners o f  the 2 00 5  Kinney County Livestock Show  Scholarship include (fron t ro w  from  
le ft,) Tillman Davis, Whitney Hobbs and Whitney M assing iiiand (back row  from le ft) Cody 
Robinette and Brandon Kiuzek. Each won fo r their essays they submitted.

Ashabranner named as a scholarship finalist
February 2005, Brackett High 

School student athlete, Juliann 
Ashabranner earned SportQuest 
First Team All-American recog­
nition as one of the top high 
school Christian student athletes 
in America.

As a result, she has been 
named as a scholarship finalist 
for one of five scholarships that 
will be awarded through the 
SportQuest all-American Pro­
gram this year.

Nominations were accepted 
from more than 20,000 high 
schools nationwide, and ap­
proximately 2,500 applications 
were received. The top 15 per­
cent of applicants were chosen 
as First Team all-Americans and 
as scholarship finalists. Athletes 
were selected for their academic 
accom plishm ents, athletic 
achievements, and Christian 
character, and represent some of

the brightest and most accom­
plished high school student ath­
letes in the nation. The 
SportQuest all-American pro­
gram, now in its tenth year, was 
created to reward and encour­
age high school student athletes 
who are impacting their schools, 
communities and generation in 
a powerful way.

“We want to congratulate 
Juliann Ashabranner on being 
selected to represent her school, 
city, state and country as one of 
the finest Christian student ath­
letes in America,” said Kent 
Susud, Athletes of Good News 
Executive Director.

“The mission of the 
SportQuest all-American Pro­
gram is simple, yet powerful! 
Our mission is to encourage and 
reward Christian student athletes 
for their athletic accomplish­
ments, academic achievements,

and boldness to impact their gen­
eration through a life of Chris­
tian character,” says Susud. 
“Our strategy, in part, is to de­
velop positive relationships with 
high schools, reinforce the com­
mitment of student athletes to 
excel with integrity, promote 
national exposure to qualifying 
athletes and schools through 
college scholarships, award rec­
ognition, and to challenge ath­
letes and coaches to become 
greater leaders by serving oth­
ers.” “Juliann is a student ath­
lete who is truly making a dif­
ference and should be recog­
nized not just because she makes 
good grades or because she is a 
star athlete but for a greater rea­
son; because Juliann made a 
commitment to serve others and 
live a life of character and in­
tegrity based upon her personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.”

The Department of Public 
Safety has released a Project 
FindME Top 10 poster that 
highlights 10 Missing and En­
dangered individuals, whose 
cases indicate the possibility of 
foul play.

DPS Special Crimes Service 
and its Missing Persons Clear­
inghouse spearhead Project 
FindME and believe that the 
monthly focus on each case may 
generate public awareness and 
new leads to help solve these 
cases. In addition to the initial 
release of the poster, DPS will 
highlight one missing person 
from the list each month for ten 
months.

In 2004, approxim ately 
69,291 missing and endangered 
persons were reported and en­
tered into the FBI National 
Crime Inform ation Center 
(NCIC) by law enforcement 
agencies in Texas. As of Dec. 
31, 2004, 6,927 of those re­
mained on the list of active miss­
ing persons cases.

“We believe that someone, 
somewhere, has information that 
could help investigators solve 
these disappearances,” said 
Col. Thomas A. Davis Jr., di­
rector of the DPS. “The fami­
lies of these missing people de­

serve to know what happened to 
their loved ones.”

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the nearest DPS 
Special Crimes office or the 
Missing Persons Clearinghouse 
at 1-800-346-3243. Individuals 
could earn up to a $1,000 re­
ward for information leading to 
the arrest and indictment of 
person(s) criminally involved in 
the disappearance of one of the 
missing persons featured on the 
poster.

The Project FindME list can 
be found on the DPS website at 
http: / /w w w . txdps. state. tx. us/ 
mpch/findme/Otenspot. h tm.

DPS believes that Project 
FindME may be the first project 
of its kind in the country to tar­
get missing persons in this for­
mat.

The Missing Persons Clear­
inghouse was established by the 
Texas Legislature in 1985. It 
serves as a database for law en­
forcement and the public on 
missing persons, including dis­
ability, endangered, involun­
tary, juvenile and catastrophe- 
related disappearances.

The C learinghouse also 
serves as a central repository for 
unidentified deceased and living 
persons.

Attorney General Abbott supports legislation 
to ban Enron-type bankruptcy forum shopping

AUSTIN -  Attorney General 
Greg Abbott today praised leg­
islation filed by U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn, R-Texas, that would 
stop corporations like Enron 
from exploiting a loophole by 
filing bankruptcy in federal 
courts far from their headquar­
ters. The Fairness in Bankruptcy 
Litigation Act would amend fed­
eral law to require corporations 
that file bankruptcy to do so 
where their principal place of 
business or principal assets are 
located.

“Infamous bankruptcy filings 
like Enron’s underscore the 
need for corporations to do the 
tough work of reorganizing in 
their home states -  not in far- 
flung locations where most 
people can’t afford to partici­
pate,” Attorney General Abbott 
said. “Corporations based in 
Texas should be accountable 
and accessible to their employ­

ees, pensioners, creditors and 
shareholders who live in 
Texas.”

Sen. Cornyn’s legislation 
would stop “forum shopping,” 
a common practice in which cor­
porations file bankruptcy in 
debtor-friendly courts far from 
the scrutiny of the communities 
where they are based. The bill, 
S. 314, which implements a ma­
jor recommendation of the Na­
tional Bankruptcy Review Com­
mission, also forbids parent com­
panies from filing first through 
a subsidiary.

Enron, one of the world’s 
largest energy corporations 
prior to its 2001 collapse, had 
7,500 employees in its Houston 
headquarters, but filed for bank­
ruptcy in New York where it had 
a small, 57-employee subsidiary. 
The Office of Attorney General 
unsuccessfully asked the court 
to transfer the case back to

Texas.
In addition to the inconve­

nience caused by the distant lo­
cation, the New York case re­
sulted in ridiculously high pro­
fessional fees, which are expected 
to exceed $1 billion by the time 
the bankruptcy case concludes. 
Meanwhile, the company’s credi­
tors will likely receive 20 cents 
on the dollar and shareholders -  
including Texas retirement funds 
-  will get nothing.

Abbott added, “Enron may be 
the poster child for corporations 
that abuse the bankruptcy sys­
tem, but it is by no means the 
only one. Forum shopping by 
corporate debtors harms Texans 
from all walks of life.

It is time for this gamesman­
ship to stop.”

To obtain a copy of the bill 
or for comment from Sen. 
Cornyn’s office, contact Don 
Stewart at (202) 224-0704.

Brackettville welcomed home one of it 's  navtive sons, 
Matthew Rocha from his tour of duty in Iraq. Rocha serves 
in the U.S. Arm y and served his country in Iraqi Freedom. 
He was welcomed home Wednesday morning w ith  an 
official escort from local law enforcement officials as well 
as fam ily and friends. Here, he sits atop a Brackettville 
Volunteer Fire Department Truck w ith  his children.
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w'herî d,id e g0? Why do fools fall in love?It’s hard to believe but it’s 
been eight years since I started 
writing this column.

Eight years!
It’s difficult for me to imag­

ine that I had that much worth­
while to say.

OK, let’s not get carried away 
with that one.

I write it. You read it.
Who said it had to be worth 

reading?
Or even worth writing? 

Never the less, it is the anniver­
sary of the beginning of my ar­
ticles.

I had great dreams of Pulitzer 
prizes. I guess the committee 
overlooked me.

I think I’ve done at least a 
couple of respectable pieces of 
penmanship.

I can’t recall one right off of 
the top of my head, but I’m sure 
there must something notewor­
thy. I also turned 50-something 
this week.

I am one of those individu­
als who indeed got “too soon 
old, too late smart”.

I was born in the land of 
fruits and nuts.

Like Cheech Marin, I was

But I Could 
Be Wrong

Chuck
Hall

born in East LA.
I guess that answers some 

questions some of you have had 
about me.

My grandson, Ty, turns 1 
year old this week.

He’s over weight and under 
height.

He’s temperamental, moody 
and sometimes down right 
grouchy.

He has very little hair and a 
pot belly.

He likes to wake up early and 
demands attention.

He wants everything to go 
his way. He’ll pout until others 
givein to his wishes.

I know what you’re thinking 
so I’ll say it before you.

He’s a lot like me. Maybe 
he’ll outgrow it. Why should he? 
I never did.

But I could be wrong.
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I t  t a k e s  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  g r o w  

a n  o l d  f r i e n d .

LETTERS PO LICY
The Brackett News welcomes 
and encourages letters to the 
editor. Letters should not ex­
ceed 350 words.
The editor reserves the right 

to refuse or edit all letters sub­
mitted for length, potentially li­
belous statements and accuracy 
of information. All letters must 
be signed and include a mail-

ing address and phone number 
for verification purposes. All 
writers must provide proof of 
identity.
The Brackett News will not 
publish letters sent via e-mail.

Letters published and view­
points o f columnists do not nec­
essarily reflect the editorial be­
liefs o f this newspaper.

Stop moping around!
Get rid of those unwanted 
items. Place your ad in 
The Brackett News 
classifieds, & get results fast! 
Call 563-2852

The birds chirp merrily, glid­
ing through the flower scented 
air, as the sun lights every leaf 
and blade of grass.

A giggling freckle faced girl, 
grabs the nervous hand of her 
taller, awkward beau. The Love 
Bug has done his duty. The river 
beside the couple, gurgles with 
glee as it flows past.

The world seems like the most 
beautiful place at that moment, 
when the two turn, look each 
other in the eye, slowly moving
in for a.....  Wait stop! Is this
love or a scene from a cheesy 
teen movie? '

For everyone who was just 
eating, I give my apologies, but 
to answer this question I would 
definitely pick the latter option.

It seems that when ever I turn 
on the tube, in hopes to immerse 
myself in an educational pro­
gram (Ok maybe it’s more like 
“Sponge Bob”), I flip through 
some sappy story like the one 
described above.

There’s always this awkward, 
insecure girl, who meets this 
awkward, insecure boy, and 
they fall in “love”. Love this 
magical, amazing concoction 
made up by multi-millionaire 
movie producers, who are al­
ready on their fourth wife by the 
age of 40 something. This type 
of love brings about crazy be­
havior like, cuddles and kisses, 
total infatuation (i.e. girls writ­
ing Mrs. John Doe on every­
thing), and giving up everything 
for that special him/her, includ­
ing family, friends, and maybe 
even dreams.

Well if that is “love”, then 
Mister Love Bug, keep it away 
from me.

What those movie makers foi1-

get to show you is the ridicu­
lousness of the average high 
school romance. The constant 
fights, the tears, the breakups, 
the lost friendships, and the plain 
out dumbness of it all. I will 
share a few examples. In the last 
two weeks, there have been nine 
couples or better yet 18 people 
who have broken up at school.

Last week alone, I saw four 
people crying in the hallways in 
one afternoon, all from differ­
ent love triangles (talk about a 
day’s worth of teen angst).

Don’t worry, because more 
than half of them got back to­
gether that same day, only a few 
hours after having been “split 
up” and having thrown tantrums 
in the bathrooms and classrooms 
(try learning anything in that en­
vironment). It really makes one 
wonder how such tragic, at the 
same time dense, relationships 
began. Luckily enough for all 
those adults, who forgot about 
how moronic they were as teens, 
I am here to tell you. It all starts 
with little Bobby Lee and Suzie 
Jo (I think the hickish quality 
gives it more ump).

Bobby Lee sees Suzie Jo in 
class and they become smitten 
with one another. Bobby asks 
Suzie if she will go out with him, 
and she says yes.

So, Bobby and Suzie are now 
“going out”, an oddity, who’s 
meaning does not match its 
name. In today’s terms, “going 
out” is the same as yesteryears’ 
“going steady”, and you really 
don’t have to be going anywhere 
to be “going out”. Therefore 
you could stay “in” and still be 
“going out” (ridiculous right?).

It’s true, there is no courting 
involved, usually no real dating,

Yo
Shanae

Shanae
Simmons

and you’re already boyfriend and 
girlfriend.

Along with this newfound re­
lationship you get certain things, 
like cute little names (babe or 
boo), the job of wearing one 
another’s jackets, or even the 
long hated baby talk (as if the 
pet names weren’t annoying 
enough!). You also start giving 
up things like friendships, once 
you have a boyfriend you don’t 
have time for the gals anymore 
(sorry Tina Ray, Suzie’s moved 
on).

You give up family time, even 
though those rents were never 
really cool before, they have 
been downgraded even further. 
You may even give up things 
you love (like that collection of 
Billy Ray Cyrus buttons), be­
cause it’s getting in the way of 
your and Bobby Lee’s life as a 
couple.

But the most favorite and en­
tertaining of all the gifts, is the 
gift of petty, stupid and ridicu­
lous fights.

If Bobby Lee were to see 
Jimmy Dean, walk past Suzie Jo 
and spot him pat her on the 
shoulder, that’s a fight ready to 
happen.

If Bobby Lee lends Elma May 
a pencil, then oh boy, is there 
going to be a fight later. It seems 
that as the relationship 
progresses, so does the level of 
envy. Which makes sense (in a 
doesn’t make sense sort of way),

because each teen has already 
given up everything for the 
other, and they’re trapped in this 
belief that their significant other 
is all they have. In the end, they 
threaten to break up with one 
another, do so for an hour, then 
go back out again to continue 
the depressing and innocent pe­
destrian victimizing cycle. Some 
may wonder how I am involved 
in this, or even care enough to 
write about it at all. Others may 
wonder why I am such a cynical 
Suzie, or even, a cynical Shanae, 
always looking at the negative. 
Even others may, angry that I 
made them feel stupid for being 
in stupid relationships, say 
something like “well, you don’t 
know what it’s like, you’ve 
never been in that situation. ” To 
those questioning readers out 
there I will give my reply.

Yes I am cynical (along with 
every other victim you baby talk 
in front of on the bus), and yes I 
have never been in that situa­
tion (I pray nightly that I never 
do) , but I write this as a fair 
warning to those who feel 
tempted to fall into puppy love.

Don’t do it! Stay close to 
your friends and family while 
they still call themselves your 
friends and family.

Stay interested in your in­
terests, and don’t give every­
thing up for the next pretty face 
that walks into the room.

Most importantly, take your 
time you’re young, leave all the 
fighting and love battles for the 
adults.

Some people tell me to just 
wait until you fall in love. To 
that I say, with a full can of Raid 
in hand, step any closer and I’ll 
shoot.

LaMascus: There is no difference between you and me and a skunk
You are all animals. There is 

no difference between you and 
me and a skunk.

We have no rights that 
should not be extended to non­
human mammals as well.

The fact that we are self- 
aware, use tools, have a spoken 
language, build cities, use ma­
chines we built to fly, have been 
to the moon and back in a 
rocket, and all the other things 
we could name; not to mention 
the fact that God himself gave 
us a soul and dominion over all 
the beasts of the earth, birds of 
the air, and fish of the sea, we 
are still just more highly evolved 
animals that came from the same 
putrid pool of prebiotic slime as 
the other beasts.

This is what the animal rights 
activists believe — and they are 
constantly slithering around try­
ing to insert their idiotic ideol­
ogy into mainstream thought.

They have succeeded in hav­
ing some incredibly stupid ani­
mal cruelty laws passed and now 
are targeting hunting and fish­
ing.

What’s next, farming and 
ranching? You bet!

Here is the latest, from Don 
Zaidle, Editor of Texas Fish and 
Game magazine:

“The current law contains 
language that exempts from pros­
ecution acts otherwise illegal 
under the animal cruelty statute 
that are normal in hunting and 
fishing.

It reads: ‘It is an exception to
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the application of this section 
that the conduct engaged in by 
the actor is a generally accepted 
and otherwise lawful use of an 
animal if that use occurs solely 
for the purpose of fishing, hunt­
ing, or trapping...’

“Two bills recently intro­
duced in  the legislature, SB 172 
and HB326, would change “it 
is an exception to the applica­
tion” to “it is a defense to pros­
ecution.”

As the law currently stands, 
a hunter or fisherman cannot be 
charged or prosecuted for, well, 
hunting or fishing.

Under these bills, they could 
be charged and have to defend 
themselves in court.”

This means that if you are 
hunting, shoot a deer, and it runs 
off wounded.

You can be arrested for ani­
mal cruelty.

All it takes is one warden or 
peace officer without any com­
mon sense and with a need to 
demonstrate his authority and 
you are in jail and facing a jury 
to decide if you were in fact 
cruel to Bambi.

A defense to prosecution is 
not an exemption.

It does not make the act le­
gal, it just allows you to use the 
fact that you were engaged in a 
legal sporting activity as a part 
of your court defense.

Also included in HB326 is 
wording “which seeks to change 
the definition of ‘animal’ to in 
include the phrase “nonhuman 
mammal.”

Zaidle also said: “One of the 
priorities of animal rights terror­
ists is to rid our language of

The Way 
I See It

Steven R. 
LaMascus

‘speciesist,’ phrases and blur the 
distinction between people and 
animals.

A review of *Animal Equal­
ity: Language and Liberation* 
states: “ [this book] explores 
many of the ways in which 
American language practices 
concerning nonhuman animals 
contribute to the perpetuation of 
the abuse of nonhuman animals. 
[The] book is both descriptive 
and prescriptive.

In chapters concerning hunt­
ing, sportfishing, zoos and 
aquariums, vivisection, and the 
animal-based food industries, 
[the author] provides a plethora 
of examples of deceptive lan­
guage practices which obscure, 
minimize, or deny the abuse of 
animals ...While changes in lin­
guistic practices will not in 
themselves bring about animal 
liberation, such changes cer­
tainly must be an element of the 
animal liberation movement.

“Animal rights literature is 
shot through with the term ‘non­
human animal,’ the purpose rote 
instilment of the notion that all 
life is animal life, and hence due 
equal consideration in all mat­
ters of life, liberty, and the pur­
suit of happiness.

To change language is to 
change ideas.”

I understand that SB 172 and

HB326, the bills changing the 
exemption to a defense to pros­
ecution have been rewritten to 
remove that change.

That doesn’t mean, however, 
that it will not be reintroduced 
at a later date. The animal rights 
nuts are tireless in their quest to 
elevate anim als to the sam e level 
as humans. ¡„noloo

You see this all around you, 
but it is so insidious that we 
don’t recognize it.

The cute TV shows that have 
the little animals wandering 
around talking to each other and 
acting like humans are just an­
other way to convince our chil­
dren that “animals are human 
too.”

It is propaganda disguised as 
child entertainment.

We allow this to continue 
because we don’t want to be 
branded curmudgeons and fear 
mongers, and the animal rights 
morons keep pushing the enve­
lope, gaining a nugget here and 
a grain of sand there, until we 
are, legally, just another animal.

Think about it, then call your 
representative and give him an 
earful of human animal wisdom!

God created animals just as 
he created humans, but only 
into humans did he breathe the 
breath of life -  a soul and the 
right to free will.

Genesis 1:26, “Then God 
said, ‘Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our like­
ness; let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of he air, and over the 
cattle, over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth. ” NKJV

American Heart Month - Get in on the action
Heart attack, stroke and other 

cardiovascular diseases remain 
the number one killer in the 
United States. On an average 
day in Texas, 150 Texans die due 
to cardiovascular diseases and 
stroke.

Heart disease has affected my 
family and, chances are, it may 
affect many of yours too. Every 
year since 1963, February has 
been designated American Heart 
Month. This month is the time 
to learn more about cardiovas­
cular disease detection, preven­
tion and treatment.

The American Heart Associa­
tion has designated this year’s 
educational message as “Get in 
on the Action!,” urging Ameri­
cans to make physical activity a 
part of their daily lives.

There are a few simple things 
we can all do to reduce the risk 
of heart disease. Exercising 
regularly is an important step. 
We all enjoy some form of exer­
cise.

So, whether it’s horseback 
riding, jogging, walking or bike

Weekly
Report

Henry
Bonilla

riding, help keep your heart 
healthy and “just do it!” Other 
easy approaches to control heart 
disease include eating a diet low 
in fat and high in fiber, and con­
trolling stress.

One of the myths surround­
ing heart attack and stroke is that 
it is a “male disease.” Wrong.

Heart attack and stroke do 
not discriminate. In fact, heart 
attack, stroke and other cardio­
vascular diseases remain the 
number one killer of American 
females.

Research and education are 
key to battling and preventing 
heart disease. Today, the 
chances of saving a life and re­
ducing disability from heart dis­
ease and stroke are better than

ever because of rese 
in our lifetime.

Important discover 
life-extending drugs, 1 
gery and pacemakers 
proved the lives of n 
patients. But the fig 
heart disease is far fri 

Hopefully, with n 
disease research and I 
cation, fewer Texans v 
tim to the disease this 

As with any oth 
problem, please cons 
sician immediately i 
someone you know, ; 
sign of a heart proble 

For now, as we 
American Heart A 
Month this February, 
the action and incn 
physical activity!

For more informati! 
tions concerning prei 
treatment of heart dise; 
call the Texas chapt 
American Heart As 
(AHA) at 512/433-72 
San Antonio division ( 
210/614-4121.

r
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Iraq’s elections show hope for democracy
There is little that people liv­

ing in Iraq have not seen in the 
5,500 years that have elapsed 
since the world’s first literate 
society, Sumeria, arose on the 
banks of the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers.

But recently, the long-suffer­
ing people of this nation expe­
rienced something new -  they 
voted in free elections.

“Now I feel that Saddam is 
really gone,” Fatima Ibrahim 
told MSNBC after casting her 
ballot in Irbil, in the Kurdish 
northern region. She was a 
young bride of 14 and only mar­
ried three months when her hus­
band, father and brother were 
rounded up by Saddam 
Hussein’s police and have never 
been seen again. This woman 
and millions of her fellow Iraqis 
refused to be intimidated by ter­
rorist threats and went to the 
polls.

In an election widely hailed 
as fair and free, over 60 percent 
of the Iraqi people turned out. 
Even Sunni Iraqis ignored calls 
by their religious leaders to boy­

cott the election and voted in 
higher than expected numbers.

The election is for 13 provin­
cial councils and the new 275- 
seat National Assembly, which 
will draft a new constitution.

Neighboring Jordan watched 
the elections with great interest. 
King Abdullah II offered con­
gratulations and said the suc­
cessful election proved the Iraqi 
people are “stronger than the 
extremist groups trying to de­
stabilize Iraq.”

As President Bush noted in 
his stirring inaugural speech, 
“The survival of liberty in our 
land increasingly depends on the 
success of liberty in other lands. 
The best hope for peace in our 
world is the expansion of free­
dom in the world. ”

Unfortunately, while the Iraqi 
people have begun their pursuit 
of democracy, they still face 
thugs who desperately want to 
deny this new nation freedom. 
Jihadists allied to A1 Qaeda and 
remnants of the brutal regime of 
Saddam Hussein are trying to 
regain power.

Capitol
Comment

Kay Bailey 
Hutchison

We should not let the horror 
of these tactics obscure an im­
portant point: the terrorists fear 
what an Iraqi democracy would 
mean for their cause. The 
Jihadists and Baathists fear his­
tory will sweep them aside, and 
they are doing all they can to 
block the spread of freedom.

Abu Musab A1 Zarqawi, the 
Jordanian who has publicly de­
clared allegiance to Osama Bin 
Laden, and is considered the ar­
chitect of attacks on U.S. and 
Iraqi forces, has said as much.

“We have declared a fierce 
war on this evil principle of de­
mocracy and those who follow 
this wrong ideology.

Anyone who tries to help set 
up this system is part of it. ” 

Further, Osama Bin Laden 
himself, in a recent Al-Jazeera-

distributed tape, urged Iraqis not 
to participate in the election.

The important thing to keep 
in mind is that the Iraqi people 
demonstrated in impressive 
numbers that, however difficult 
the path may be, this election 
was a key step toward complete 
self-rule and the establishment 
of a democratic system of gov­
ernment.

We should remember our 
own past, when, after the con­
clusion of the Revolutionary 
War, our nation was torn by, 
first, Shays’ Rebellion and, later, 
the Whiskey Rebellion.

These challenges to the new 
republic led some to doubt the 
survival of the American experi­
ment. The path has occasionally 
been rocky since then. Women 
marched, suffered ridicule, and 
were sometimes jailed as they 
sought the right to vote in the 
early part of the 20"' Century.

Only 40 years ago, African 
American leaders risked their 
lives to secure the same liber­
ties others already enjoyed dur­
ing the struggle for civil rights.

While our progress has been 
difficult at times, our democratic 
republic has not only survived; 
it has prospered.

Today we are a beacon of 
hope and freedom for the world, 
proving that democracy is not 
achieved overnight.

Although it sometime seems 
fractious and divisive, it still pro­
vides the best form of govern­
ment man has yet devised.

We must bear those lessons 
in mind as we support the demo­
cratic process in Iraq. It may not 
be perfect, but it is an impor­
tant step in the right direction.

Recently, our nation saw a 
touching demonstration of the 
Iraqis’ appreciation of our sac­

rifices during President George 
W. Bush’s State of the Union Ad­
dress.

Safia Taleb al-Suhail, leader- 
of the Iraqi Women’s Political 
Council, hugged, and comforted 
Janet Norwood of Pflugerviile, 
Texas, whose son was killed in 
Iraq while serving with the Ma­
rines.

By seeing this struggle 
through, we will deliver a dev­
astating blow to the terrorists and 
a resounding victory for free­
dom. I want our friends in Iraq 
who value liberty to know that 
we Texans do not abandon our 
friends when things get difficult.

Our country must remain a 
reliable friend of freedom.

After nearly 26 years in 
business, we are selling. 
Starting Monday, Feb. 14, 
enjoy a Valentine's Special.
All merchandise will 
be reduced on cash sales 
by up to 25% - No Returns - . 
Through the end of February |

Davis Hardware & Ranch Supply 
101 Spring Street

Expect gorgeous bloom s in the  s ta te 's  largest azalea garden set for spring blooms

S tate’s largest azalea  garden  set for  Spring b loom s
NACOGDOCHES -  The 

Oldest Town in Texas will be in 
full bloom for several weeks this 
spring, as its nationally recog­
nized azalea gardens take cen­
ter stage for the 2005 
Nacogdoches Azalea Trail.

More than 22 miles of self- 
guided driving routes showcas­
ing  the flow ering shrubs a t their 
colorful peak will highlight the 
sixth annual Azalea Trail.

A gardening symposium, flo­
ral design exhibit and plant sale 
are also planned.

“The trails are the main fo­
cus, but we also have different 
special events all four weekends 
so that whenever visitors decide 
to come there will be something 
to further peak their interest,” 
said Melissa Sanford, meeting 
and event coordinator for the 
Nacogdoches Convention & 
Visitors Bureau.

This year’s Nacogdoches Aza­
lea Trail will be held March 19 
through April 9.

The plant sale, gardening 
symposium and floral exhibit are 
scheduled for March 19, April 
2 and April 9, respectively.

The best way to enjoy the 
city’s abundant azaleas is to 
drive or ride along three desig­
nated trails.

Each begins at the Visitor’s 
Center, and color-coded signs

mark the routes. Maps are also 
available at the Visitor’s Center, 
located at 200 E. Main St.

The meandering trails will 
lead visitors through a kaleido­
scope of color from the college 
campus to public gardens to 
manicured private lawns.

Recently, Nacogdoches b e­
cam e the first city  in the U nited 
States to earn the distinction of 
“Azalea City of America” by 
the Azalea Society of America. 
The East Texas city has been se­
lected to host the international 
organization’s annual conven­
tion in 2007.

Nacogdoches is also home to 
Texas’ largest azalea garden, lo­
cated on the campus of Stephen 
F. Austin State University.

The 8-acre Ruby M. Mize 
Azalea Garden features more 
than 6,500 evergreen and native 
azaleas of every color, includ­
ing fragrant yellow and white 
varieties.

The garden is the crown jewel 
of the city’s azalea trails. Bar­
bara Stump, one of the garden’s 
designers, said it’s only natural 
that azaleas put on a dazzling 
show in Nacogdoches every 
spring. “Azaleas prefer acid soil, 
so here in the piney woods they 
are easy to grow,” she said. 
“And, if you take some care 
with your planting beds and

preparations, they do very well. ” 
Master gardeners and novices 

alike are invited to attend the 
symposium entitled “Growing 
Healthy Azaleas” on April 9.

Horticulturists will share 
their tips on selecting, growing, 
tending and propagating azaleas. 
Tickets to the symposium are 
$25 and  in c lu d e  lu n ch  and  a 
guided tour of the Ruby M. Mize 
Azalea Garden.

Dozens of varieties of azaleas 
will be available for purchase 
along with many other plants at 
the sale M arch 19 on 
Nacogdoches’ historic down­
town square. Hard-to-find native 
deciduous azaleas will be among 
the offerings by local nurseries 
and garden clubs.

The horticultural and artistic 
talents of local gardening enthu­
siasts will be on display at the 
floral exhibit April 9 downtown.

Up to a dozen unique floral 
arrangements featuring azaleas 
and other native plants will be 
included in the exhibit entitled 
“The Art of Floral Design: Color 
and Textures from the Gardens. ” 

“Each year I am just stunned 
at the beauty and creativity of 
the arrangements our designers 
bring in, ” said exhibit organizer 
Sherry Ward.

“We truly have the prettiest 
spot anywhere for springtime 
right here in East Texas.”

For inform ation about

Nacogdoches Azalea Trail 
events, including group tours, 
call the Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at 1-888-OLDEST- 
TOWN or log on to www.visit 
nacogdoches.org.

W o r r ie d  a b o u t  an e ld e r ly  re la t iv e  o f  f r ie n d ?

214 Martin,
Assisted LiviniFRetirement Home

in Uvalde currently has 
1 room apartments available.

Services include nutritional meals, medication 
supervision, transportation, housekeeping, 
laundry, bathing and grooming assistance.

Contact Cheryl Walts Schillings 
at 278-1134 or 591-3845.

JL  a  Æ A O pen daily 12 p.m . to 2 a.m .

P U j U  lo 4 + i* a .
N o w  O p e n  f o r  B u s i n e s s  &

A i l i l  H e

M o n d a y

Bloody
Mary

T u e s d a y

Men's
Choice

W e d n e s d a y

Ladies'
Choice

T h u r s d a y

Tequila
Sunrise

Kitchen will open at a later date
Bottle and can beer at competitive prices

Mixed Beverages served daily
Lounge conveniently located on top of hill East of 

Brackettville with plenty of paved parking.

[E SQUARE
(Antique Co-op)

Jest St. 
Texas 78801

ture •  Coll 
s •  Books
-QUES

Mon-Sat 10a-5pm (830) 278-1294 
Sun  - 12-5 pm BettieX ersh - Owner

2- 1-1
C omputer Balancing for 18  wheelers &  regular T ires

PRO M PT STO P
■ State Inspections •
• T ire S e r v ic e  • O il C h a n g e  •

• G rease Jo b s  • B rakes  •

830-278-6459 Uv̂

C A R P E T  C O .
3804 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78842

Free Estimates

Bus. Ph. (830) 775-1558

Middle Rio G rande
D evelopm ent
Council

TEXAS
Health and Human 
Services Commlsson

T h e  n u m b e r  t o  c a l l ,  

w h e n  y o u  d o n ’t  

k n o w  w h o  t o  c a l l

Your Link to health and 
community services

r A free help line answered
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

We’re here to listen - in more than 
90 languages. Trained specialists 
will help you find answers.

Quickly connecting you to helpful 
resources In your community.

2-1-1 Texas is a program of the Texas Health and Human Services Commission

http://www.visit
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“When it matters . . . Make it Milton’s'’ 

(830) 278-7777
111 N. Getty Street * Uvalde, TX 78801
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Tigers, Medina face o ff in  d is tric t game
By Charlie Marquardt
Varsity Head Coach

On Tuesday night Feb. 8, the 
Medina Bobcats visited the 
Brackett Tigers for district play.

Both teams are mathemati­
cally eliminated from the play­
off picture but that didn’t stop 
both teams from showing their 
muscle during the game. It was 
a game that didn’t include very 
much defense and a whole lot of 
offense. The teams traded bas­
kets for much of the game,with 
no one taking advantage of the

others mistakes.
At the end of the first quarter 

the Tigers held to a slim six point 
advantage. The score ended up 
at the end of the quarter 19-13.

The second quarter was much 
the same with the Tigers hold­
ing a lead of seven points at 
half. The third quarter saw the 
Tigers once again as it has the 
whole year struggle to put points 
on the board. They were 
outscored 13-6 for the period 
which put the score tied at the 
end of the period. The fourth 
quarter saw both teams match

each other point for point and 
by the end of the game the score 
remained tied at 55 apiece. The 
overtime period of four minutes 
saw the Tigers take control be­
hind the scoring of Travis 
Nowlin and Charlie Slaughter. 
Both players ended the game 
with a team high 22 points each.

Also scoring for the Tigers 
were Tillman Davis with 7, Noe 
Talamantes with 6 followed by 
three players who each had two 
points. They were Brandon 
Kluzek, Brand Wylie and Leon 
Woolsey respectively. Leon also

had a team high 9 rebounds for 
the game.

We showed that there is not 
going to be the hanging of heads 
due to the fact that we are out of 
the playoff hunt. We played hard 
but at times not extremely smart.

We made up for our mental 
breakdowns by playing hard for 
the entire game. Medina was not 
going to get a gift from us,we 
were just a little bit better than 
they were tonight. Both teams 
played with character and class 
that should make both commu­
nities proud.

Abbott sues to stop o p e r a t i o n s  f r o m  unauthorized services
$82,000 in clients’AUSTIN -  Texas Attorney 

General Greg Abbott today an­
nounced lawsuits against two El 
Paso-based immigration-consult­
ing operations that allegedly de­
frauded hundreds of consumers 
by providing unauthorized legal 
advice, document preparation 
and other services. One lawsuit 
alleges Jesus Sandoval gave the 
impression in advertisements that 
his Immigration Legal Clinic 
could help clients navigate a 
“new im m igration reform  
policy” between the United 
States and Mexico, when in fact 
there was no such policy. 
Sandoval also represented him­
self as a licensed attorney, but 
failed to reveal that the New 
Mexico Supreme Court had sus­
pended his license in 1999 after

he stole 
funds.

The other lawsuit accuses 
brothers Roberto and Francisco 
Ramirez of providing unautho­
rized legal advice to hundreds 
of clients for at least five years, 
despite the fact that neither man 
was licensed to practice law in 
Texas. “ I continue to be 
shocked at the brazenness of 
scam artists who exploit those 
simply wanting to call Texas 
home,” said Attorney General 
Abbott. “I am committed to 
stamping out immigration-con­
sulting fraud across this state. 
Texas law is quite clear about 
who is authorized to provide 
immigration consulting services, 
and those who disregard that law 
will be brought to justice.”

Both lawsuits allege viola­
tions of the Texas Deceptive 
Trade Practices Act.

In Texas, only licensed at­
torneys and nonprofit groups 
specifically accredited by the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Board of Immigration Appeals 
(BIA) can charge fees to advise 
and represent clients in immigra­
tion matters.

The Ramirez lawsuit also al­
leges the brothers, both notaries 
public, violated the Texas no­
tary public statute by advertis­
ing they were “notarios 
públicos.*,’’. In Texas a notary 
public is an official witness dur­
ing the signing of certain docu­
ments, but in Mexico the term 
“notario publico”' is used to des­
ignate certain highly experi-

KINNEY COUNTY SHERIFF'S REPORT
Monday, January 31

3:53 a.m., An employee of a 
local business requested a 
deputy in regards to loud noises 
in the building. Deputy Donald 
Page was dispatched.

11:58 a.m., A man reported 
a driver of a yellow Lincoln car 
driving on his mother’s property 
and harrassing her. Chief 
Deputy Johnny Fritter was no­
tified.

12:25 p.m., A man reported 
a white RV with Florida license 
plates passed him in front of the 
school. Chief Deputy Fritter was 
notified.

12:28 p.m., A woman re­
ported a woman harrassing her 
and asked to speak with a 
deputy.

1:28 p.m., An anomynous 
caller reported two illegals on 
Highway 90 west of Brack- 
ettville. The U.S. Border Patrol 
was informed.

Tuesday, February 1
6:59 p.m., Roadside Assis­

tance reported a stranded motor­
ist on Highway 277 and 693. 
Deputy Page was dispatched to 
the location.

9:50 p.m., An anonymous 
caller reported a reckless driver 
on Highway 90 East. Deputy 
Page was notified.

Wednesday, February 2
12:00 p.m,, Aurora Ayma 

Ramos, 47, of Del Rio was ar­
rested by Sheriff Buddy Burgess 
for driving while license sus­
pended and failure to appear. 
Ramos was transported to Geo 
in Del Rio.

3:55 p.m., Numerous calls 
concerning a train blocking 
Highway 131. It had been there 
for over an hour. The railroad 
officials were notified. Later the 
train had been moved but a 
woman reported the guard rail 
missed her vehicle by inches 
when it was coming down. The 
woman stated she would sign a 
complaint if she had to. Deputy 
Ron Ring was informed of the 
situation.

6:45 p .m ., A woman re­
quested a deputy in regards to 
her window had been pulled out

and she was afraid to go inside 
her home. Deputy Ramon 
Gutierrez was advised.

9:07 p.m., Homero Flores, 
Jr., 41, of Del Rio was arrested 
by Trooper Tully Welch for 
Driving while intoxicated, first 
offense. Flores was later released 
after posting $1,500 bond.

Thursday, February 3 
2:30 a.m., A Fort Clark se­

curity officer reported a lady 
driving all over the fort but was 
not breaking any laws. Deputy 
Gutierrez was informed and 
stated that if she were to break 
any laws to inform him.

Friday, February 4 
12:17 a.m., An anonymous 

caller reported a fight. Deputy 
Gutierrez was notified. Deputy 
Gutierrez reported the situation 
had been taken care of and the 
individuals went home.

Saturday, February 5 
2:15 p .m ., Toma Elesio

enced attorneys.
Scam artists in Texas have 

long exploited this mistransla­
tion to give Spanish-speaking 
clients the impression they are 
dealing with an attorney.

Former or current clients of 
Sandoval or the Ramirezes who 
want to obtain their files can con­
tact the Office of the Attorney 
General at 1-800-252-8011. 
Complaints can also be filed at 
that number against any other 
suspected unauthorized opera­
tion.

A REAL PAIN 
IN

THE NECK!!
D r. Kent Low ery, D .C .

How well your brain is com­
municating with the rest of 
your body is what your chiro­
practor is most concerned 
about.

There are 31 pairs of nerves 
exiting from the spine and 
connecting to every organ and 
tissue in the body.

The nervous system is the 
body’s inborn “Super High­
way” . Any blockage or con­
gestion in this communication 
network causes irritation to the 
surrounding muscles, bones 
and nerves. Pain occurs when 
the spine can no longer handle 
this irritation in a normal man­
ner.

The neck is a sensitive area 
for many people. A chiroprac­

tor certified in the Activator 
protocol can provide an alter­
native adjustm ent for the 
neck. Regular chiropractic 
care can help maintain proper 
alignm ent of the cervical 
spine, can help restore your 
normal nerve function and re­
duce any stress to surrounding 
areas.

For an appointment, please 
call Dr. Kent Lowery, D.C. 
in Brackettville at (830) 765- 
4917 or (830) 563-6249.

Osorio, 24, of Mexico was ar­
rested by Deputy Manuel Pena 
for criminal trespassing, Class 2. 
Osorio was still being held when 
the report was made.

3:43 p.m., The Val Verde 
police department stated an 
evangelist’s vehicle had broken 
down and needed a ride. Deputy 
Pena needed a Uvalde deputy to 
pick him up at the check point.

Sunday, February 6
5:30 p.m., A woman stated 

that her daughter needed a 
deputy’s assistance at her resi­
dence. Deputy Page was in­
formed.

8:30 p.m., Jose Luis Flores, 
37, of Brackettville was arrested 
by Deputy Page for terroristic 
threat, evading arrest, public 
intoxication, disorderly conduct 
and warrant out of Val Verde 
County. Flores was still being 
held at the time the report was 
made.
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Tigers come up short for playoffs
By Charlie Marquardt
Varsity Head Coach

The Brackett Tigers traveled 
to Center Point on Friday, Jan. 
28th and lost to the leader of the 
district by a score of 49-40.

The game started out slow for 
the Tigers who trailed at the end 
of the first quarter with a score 
of 19-3. The second quarter saw 
the Tigers fight their way back 
into the game by out scoring Cen­
ter Point 15-3 and looking at a 
half time deficit of four points. 
The third quarter was much like 
the first for the Tigers who saw 
their opponent control the quar­
ter and out scored them 15-8. 
The final quarter was an even 
battle with the Tigers winning 
the quarter 14-12 but losing the 
game by the score of 49-40. The 
loss left the Tigers with a dis­
trict record of 2-2 and overall

at 6-6.
Leading scorers for the Tigers 

were Travis Nowlin with 23, fol­
lowed by Leon Woolsey with 9, 
Charlie Slaughter with 4 and 
rounding out the scoring were 
Noe Talamantes and Tillman 
Davis with 2 points. Woolsey 
led all rebounders with 12.

The next game took place in 
Brackettville on Wednesday in­
stead of Tuesday due to bad 
weather postponing the game to 
the next night.

This game matched the sec­
ond place Harper team in a must 
win situation for the Tigers.

A loss would mean that the 
Tigers would be mathematically 
eliminated from the playoff pic­
ture.

The games saw the Tigers 
come out on fire and take a 23- 
18 lead with some excellent 
shooting. The second quarter

turned out to be a defensive 
battle with both teams scoring 
just 11 points and missing nu­
merous shots inside. The half­
time saw the Tigers holding a 
slim five point lead.

The third quarter turned out 
to be one to forget. The Tigers 
were out scored 25-7 and it 
ended with the Harper team in 
control on the contest with a 13 
point lead.

The Tigers fought back and 
cut the lead to five late in the 
contest, but to only see oppor­
tunities come up short. The fi­

nal score ended up 69-59 and put 
hopes for a playoff run to rest. 
The leading scorer for the game 
was Travis Nowlin with 20 
points followed by Charlie 
Slaughter with 14.

They were the only two Ti­
gers in the double figures. 
Rounding out the scoring was 
Leon Woolsey with 8, Tillman 
Davis with 6, Noe Talamantes 
with 5, Brand Wylie and Oscar 
Sierra each had 3 points.

“We couldn’t get the big de­
fensive stop when we needed it 
late in the ball game. Our re­
bounding was weak and they 
took advantage of us inside. We 
gave a great effort, they were just 
better than we were and our hats 
are off to them. We will finish 
this season with the class and 
character that this community 
has become accustomed to out 
of the athletic teams.”

8th Grade girls beat Rocksprings
After the Monday night’s 

game, the 8th Grade girls 
record stands 6-7. Bianca 
Terrazas was the leading 
scorer with 14 points. She also 
had 2 rebounds, 2 steals and
1 assist. Samantha Moore con­
tributed with 7 points, 2 re­
bounds, 10 steals and 2 assists. 
Harmony Pettett came in with 
5 points, 5 rebounds, 3 steals 
and 1 assist. Bianca Martinez 
scored 4 points and had 4 re­
bounds. Summer Allen scored
2 points, had 5 rebounds, and 
1 steal. Rebecca Mann had 4

Bianca Terrazas led  the 
Cubettes w ith  24  points  
rebounds, Jessi Jones had 2 
rebounds and 1 steal. Esna 
H errerra and M arianna 
Salmon contributed withl re­
bound each.
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How smart is my child? Find out!
Submitted by
Deborah L. Ruf, Ph.D
Many parents wonder how 

their children compare to other 
children.

They may have very good 
reasons to suspect their children 
are gifted (for example, their 
five-year-old is adding pupils 
and eyelashes to their drawings 
of people or their three-year-old 
can read an “Exit” sign), but 
they re not sure how to prove 
or disprove it.

Proof about giftedness can 
be critical, because it helps par­
ents to provide more opportu­
nities for their kids’ increased 
growth, enjoyment, and success 
in areas of interest.

There are certain childhood 
behaviors — milestones — that 
can tell us when children are 
ahead of or behind others their 
age.

Most of the charts on child­
hood development show the 
typical range of behaviors for 
each age group.

If your child is ahead of those 
tables, that doesn’t necessarily 
mean he or she is on the fast 
track or slated to become the 
next Doogie Howser, M.D. Lev­
els of Giftedness range from 
those who are simply bright to 
those who are intellectually as­
tonishing.

Here’s an overview of the 
various levels of giftedness and 
milestones that are common— 
but not necessary—to each 
Level.

Here, also, are the numbers 
at each Level of Giftedness that 
you are likely to find in an av­
erage elementary classroom of 
28 children.

It is the overall “feel” of 
where the child fits that tells you 
the Level.

1. Level One
•  These children show inter­

est in many things before they 
are even two years old - like col­
ors, saying the numbers in or­
der, and playing simple puzzles. 
•  Most of them are good talk­
ers by age three, and by four, 
many print letters and numbers, 
recognize simple signs, their 
name, and know most of alpha­
bet.

•  By the time they are six 
years old, many read beginner 
books and type at the computer, 
and most read chapter books by 
age seven.

•  It is not unusual to find six 
to eight Level One children in 
an average classroom, children 
who are nearly always a few 
steps ahead of what the teacher 
is teaching the whole class.

2. Level Two
•  These bright children love 

looking at books and being read 
to, even turning pages without 
ripping them, by 15 months. 
Some shout out the name of fa­
miliar stores as you drive past.

•  Many of these children 
know lots of letters by 18 months 
and colors by 20 months, and 
between ages three and four, 
they count small groups of ob­
jects, print some letters and 
numbers, and they very likely 
drive their parents crazy with all 
their questions.
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Dr. Deborah L. Ruf, Ph.D.

•  They’ll sit for what seems 
like hours as you read advanced 
level books, especially fiction 
and fantasy, to them, but they 
require a bit less of your time 
by age six, because most of them 
read for pleasure and informa­
tion on their own by then.

•  Level Two children can 
find only one or two others in 
their classroom who are as ad­
vanced as they are, which starts 
to make it hard to find good 
friends.

3. Level Three
•  They’re born wide-eyed 

and alert, looking around the 
room, reacting to noises, voices, 
faces.

•  They know what adults are 
telling or asking them by six 
months. You say a toy, pet, or 
another person, and they will 
look for it.

•  Everything Level Two chil­
dren do by 15 months, these 
kids do by 10 to 12 months, and 
they can get family members to 
do what they want before they 
are actually talking.

•  By two years, many like 
35 + piece puzzles, memorize fa­
vorite books, and know the en­
tire alphabet -  in or out of or­
der!

•  By three years old, they 
talk constantly, and skip count, 
count backwards, and do simple 
adding and subtracting because 
they like to. They love to print

letters and numbers, too.
•  They ask you to start easy 

readers before five years, and 
many figure out how to multi­
ply. Divide, and do some frac­
tions by six years.

•  Most of these children are 
a full two to five years beyond 
grade level by age six and find 
school too slow.

•  There are one or two Level 
Three children in every 100 in 
the average school. They are 
rarely in the same elementary 
class and can feel very, very 
lonely.

4. Level Four
•  Level Four babies love 

books, someone to read them, 
and pay attention within a few 
months of their birth.

•  They are ahead of Level 
Three children by another 2 to 
5 months while less than two 
years old.

•  They have extensive, com­
plex speaking by two years, and 
their vocabularies are huge!

•  Most of them read easy 
readers by 3 Vi to 4 Vi years, and 
then read for information and 
pleasure by age five, with com­
prehension for youth and adult 
level books at about 6 - 6 Vi 
years.

•  There are about one per 
200 children in the average 
school. Without special arrange­
ments, they can feel very differ­
ent from their typical classmates. 
5. Level Five

•  Level Fives have talents in 
every possible area. Everything 
is sooner and more intense than 
others Levels.

•  They have favorite TV 
shows before 6 - 8  months, pick 
out letters and numbers by 10-
14 months, and enjoy shape 
sorters before 11 months.

•  They print letters, num­
bers, words, and their names 
between 1 6 - 2 4  months, and 
often use anything that is avail­
able to form these shapes and fig­
ures.

•  They show ability with 
35 + piece puzzles by less than
15 months and interest in com­
plex mazes before they are 
three.

•  M u s ic a l ,  d r a m a t ic ,  a n d  a r ­
t i s t i c  a p t i t u d e s  u s u a l l y  s t a r t  
s h o w in g  b y  18 m o n th s .

•  Most speak with adult- 
level complexity by age two.
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•  At two and three-years-old 
they ask about how things work, 
and science -  particularly bio­
logical and life and death ques­
tions -  emerge.

•  They understand math con­
cepts and basic math functions 
before age four.

•  They can play card and 
board games ages 12 and up by 
age 3 Vi to 4.

•  They have high interest in 
pure facts, almanacs, and dictio­
naries by age 3Vi.

•  Most read any level of 
book by 414 to five years.

•  They read six or more years 
beyond grade level with compre­
hension by six years and usu­
ally hit 12th grade level by age 
7 or 8.

•  We know they occur more 
often than once in a million and 
regular grade school does not 
work for them. Levels Three 
through Five score similarly on 
ability tests—very high.

Once you have a sense of your 
children’s abilities, you can pro­
vide them with more activities 
and experiences that build on 
these strengths and take advan­
tage of their talents.

Parents who have more than 
one child may notice that each 
child seems to have different 
interests and talents even when 
we encourage them equally.

This is because we don’t 
cause our children’s abilities; we 
can only recognize and nurture 
them. To do less is truly depriv­
ing them of chances to do what 
they are good at and what they 
enjoy.

To do less for our children 
probably chips away at their 
potential, too, for how can we 
get good at the things we don’t 
get to practice?

There are more potential ge­
niuses -  children who are re­
markably intellectually different 
from their same-age classmates 
-  than most people believe, and 
your child may well be one of 
them.

Editor’s Note: By Deborah L. 
Ruf, Ph.D., author o f Losing Our 
Minds: Gifted Children Left Be­
hind (Great Potential Press). For 
more information, visit http:// 
www. educationaloptions. com/.
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$6 PER WEEK -12 WEEK MINIMUM 830) 563-2852
Cheap Cheap Cheap.
ROPANE

PICO PETROLEUM
308 SOUTH GROVE 
UVALDE, TX, 78801

2 7 8 - 5 6 8 1  ^
F ree  delivery  to  B rackettv ille Wf'

0*

CHIROPRACTIC
CLINIC

Dr. Kent Lowery, D.C. 
8 3 0 - 5 6 3 - 6 2 4 9  
8 3 0 - 7 6 5 - 4 9 1 7

Located next to  the Chevron on 
Hwy 90 in Brackettville, Texas. 

Now accepting major insurances.

AVON
T̂Wchaiîe

Avon Independent Sales Representative

563-3704 or 563-5432i
avon78832@yahoo.com

C l i n i c  P h a r m a c y
M-F 10  a .m . to  1 2 :0 0  p .m . 

2 :0 0  p .m . to  5 :3 0  p .m .

W e hand le  m o s t  m a jo r  
In s u r a n c e  C a r d s

5 6 3 - 9 3 3 4  201  Jam es St. 
P h arm ac ist: B.E. S w e e t

C ountry Style 
H air & Nail 5alon

104 E. Spring St.

W A - i n .  » .

Senior Citizen Discount on Tues. 
Tues. - Fri. 9-6 

Sat. 10-5
Owner: Nyshe Luce 

563-2743

dT.W. Equipment, L.L.C.
Heavy Equipment Sales

j 3 Miles East on Hwy. 90 
P.O. Box 1445

1 ^  Brackettville, TX 78832
I TIM WARD E-MAIL:
Off. 830-563-9965
Res. 830-563-2009 ctw ard@ hiIconet.com

M elissa  A . D u r d en  
Attorney at Law

Wills •  Probate •  Estate Planning •  
Bankruptcy •  Family L aw •

Civil Litigation •  Criminal Defense 
(State and Federal)

(830) 563-9700Durden sc 
Durden, PLLC
210 E. Military (Hwy 90)
Brackettville, TX 78832

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

LENNOX-
T mí tOMfaiti

LENNOX
¡ioni codant «virtMi

M EZA ,Inc.
_ ......................  100% FINANCING
! •  Sales •  Service •  Installation wrTH credit approval ail 

Residential & Commercial Major Credit Cards Accepted
R EFR IG ER A TIO N , HEA TIN G  & AIR CO ND ITIO N ING

1509 E. 7th Suite A 
I Del Rio, Texas

150 mile radius service area
775-8896

Bruce Drilling and Services 
Pumps Tanks Wells

Specializing in 
Turn Key Installation of

trouble free water systems
830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.

Texas Water Well Lie. ft 2444WPKL

"Two Winning Teams, The Cowboys & ..."

ANGEL BREEZE SERVICES 
(830)

Í f l l i í  591 -0108 o i F t e c T v .

108 South Getty, 
Suite A, 

Uvalde, TX

SEW  WHAT?
S ta c e y  Custom Embroidery
Ashabranner P.O. Box917

Phone: 830-563-9006 
Brackettville, Texas 78832 

E-mail: ashent@medinaec.com 
Custom Designs on clothes, 

caps,bags,linens bedding,etc. 
No order too big or too small! 

Unique Gifts! You tell us. 
We’ll Sew What?

DEL RIO S
¡RETIREMENT

SPECIALIST
E L D O N  B R O W N

C E im r i H l )  F IN A N C IA L  P L A N N E R  T*

L100 VETERANS BLVD 
(830) 775-2911 
866-481-2911 (toll free)

Svcilritlci sold«linmidi 
l.inNOi/l’rivutc IaiIot Member VVNIi/Nl PC

aey County Wool & Mohair 
The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store 

♦Livestock Feed * Game Feed *
* Hardware * Lumber *

Check And Compare Our Competitive 
Prices

Brackettville, TX 830-563-2471

rrmiii ĵ ~nm’FsIn m p o - Box 1010 
I P  Sat.' 8'a.m P:i2  Noon W. Spring St. %

P e r s o n a l iz e d  C a l e n d a r s
Full Color Copies From Your Snapshots 

12 picture $30.00 •  3 or more $25.00 ea.
1 picture $5.00

Add special occasions such as birthdays, anniversary, 
etc. for only .50C per entry for the 1“ calendar. 

Order early for the holidays.
Se habla espanol

Copies To Go...
2400 Veterans Blvd. Suite 8 • Del Rio, TX 78840 

830-775-1121 • Fax 830-775-2351

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE

ROADRUNNER ENERGY»
Call Woody® 5S3-95S4 or800-543-2630

4M  D ozer Service
D ozers R oll C hopping

M otorgraders Shredding

B ackhoes P low ing/P lan ting

Mitch Frerich Mark Frerich
(830)563-3005 HM (830)563-2075 HM
(830)563-5240 mobile (830)563-5846 mobile

Physical Therapy
Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road 

Uvalde, Texas 78801 
Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/ 

Insurance

(830) 278-4426
Se Habla aEspanol

Pioneer Concepts, L.P.
Mike Bizzell

Owner/General Contractor

Custom Steel Fabrication 
Commercial and Residential Construction

604 E. Military Hwy. Office: 830-563-3260 
P.O. Box 1495
Brackettville, TX 78832 Fax: 830-563-2999

Archie’s Landscaping
and

Lawn Maintenance
Experienced - Professional 

Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

563-5102
A r c h ie  and J i l l  W oodson

DIRECàVAV
Broadband that’s  out of this world"’

High speed internet service via - satellite

ANGELBREEZE SERVICES
call: 830-591-0108

108 S. Getty 
Uvalde, TX 78801I w w w.ange lbreezesatellite.com

Mon - Thrus 
12 - 7 pm 
Fri - Sat 

10 am - 9  pmV
Case Discounts 
Special Orders

W in *

Convenient Location on HW Y 9 0  
8 3 0 -5 6 3 -9 0 3 0

Call - Dominic A. Palma 
(Former Air Force Sgt. 

LAFB) at:

DEL ffi RIO
LINCOLN f t »

Ask about Military Discounts up to $750 in 
addition to all rebates & other discounts. 

2700 HWY 90 West, Del Rio TX 
(830) 775-7481 ». 1-800-548-7481

; . m TEX RV & AOTO . ; 
w*#- REPAIR CENTER

Thank You Fort Clark & 
Brackettville for your business

n m tm w m n *  s r ,
4220 Highway 90 West •  HCR 3, Box 89 

Del Rio, Texas 78840 •  (830) 775-9715
Jack  and  B arb ara  P ly ler

F R E D ’S
PORTABLE SHELTERS
Com er of Kings Way & Marylou 

Del Rio, TX 78840

I F red K noll | 
Owner

Bus: (830) 775-8448 
Cell: (830) 765-5208

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1 Story's 

lesson
61/tows

smoothly
lO S elo i

math
prabmme

14 Uwndb 
vehicle

15 Excellent
16 Type of

m
17 Sing
18 Happen
20 Okay
21 Family
23 Unwel­

come ones
24Rino
25 Went down 

a chute
27 _-eyedr. 

unrealistic
30 Woman in 

Arthurian 
legend

31 Numbers 
expert: abbr.

34 Projecting 
piece

36 Cubic 
meter

38  Scurry
37 Final 

practices

41 Stir, 
language

42 Solitary 
figure

43 South 
African 
fox

44 Sytlix for 
calmer 
cold

45 Skutfc-s 
weapon

46 Bacon 
sewing

40 Impressionist
49 Dine»
50
Embarrassment
53 Shade 

provide«
54 Spanish article
57 NASA

employee’s
field

60 Choose
02 Level
63 _ ,  India
64 Jewel- 

studded item
65 Gaelic
86 Boor
67 Thke_;

»»partial
DOWN 
1 Actor on 

TV's -Maude’

2 Bad guy
3 Old cars
4  M exican year
5 Cavalry 

soldier
6 Deadly
7 Forsaken, 

to a poet
8 Stop_dime
9 Skin tumor
10 Recorded
11 Whitney A 

Wsiiaeh
12 Organize
13 Golf shop 

purchases
19 Prtghtener 

Of a
nursery 
rhyme girl

22 Reclined
24 Elected 

official: 
abbr.

25 Contemptuous 
look

26 Foreign 
currency

27 Bog plant
28 Weight 

deductions
29 Turn aside
30 1 oxygen 

atom ♦ 2 
carbon atoms

31 Freeway

disaster
32 Sign of life
33 Goose’s 

respores?
35 Mascutne 

tat#
38 Skiers' 

milieus
39  Was a  

passenger
40 Cummerbund
4«  Horned

animal
47 Liabilities' 

opposites
48  Love, in 

Lrvomo
49 Sneaker 

feature
50  Quench
51 Will 

designee
52  2eus and 

Hera’s son
53  Beige
54 Pioneer
55  Land 

«vision
58 Train slops: 

abbr.
58 Friend
59 0« bygone 

limes
61 Dealer's 

bandlul

In too grid trJa * , twenty words con bo found tost St too CTifcqary tor 
today. Circle each word tool you find and t e  H n  the space pro­
vided et ititi right Of tiro gnd. Words can be found »  all direetiatis« 
forwards, backwards, bmibVftsty, verticale and diagonally- Art 
•»empie I« SV«ri to get you started Can you find today’s 20 words?

Today's Category: GIRLS’ NAMES

P H Y <J A N E O N C & L
D A U H I < s U S A ri}N i
S € U C G G A R N T E N
C H o L Y N O N H X E D
V L H g E L 0 E D I C A
E D G G Q T R G B R L G
A D E 1 R E T H N Ë A H
1 G 1 L S Y H E V N U L
R R L A N G E L A E D A
O C U G N D R U T H 1 U
L B J H G E L E H C A R
G c A T M Y R A M B X A

1 . _^uaaOu
2 .

1“ ï “ T“ 4 H
14

17
!

20

I is

h e

27 28 29

34

17

41

44 145

50 51 52

57

«2

85

ze

10 11 12 11

1«

U *

23

MO

I 45

158 59

47

»  33

7
Feb. 10............... Tony French
Feb. 10..................MaryRasch
Feb. 10.............................. Ray Reyna
Feb. 11............................Ethel Griffin
Feb. 11............................Sarah Meyer
Feb. 11.......Michael Montalvo
Feb. 12.............. VersieBumes
Feb. 12.....................Earl Love
Feb. 12.................Regina Pena
Feb. 13............ Alfred Pena. Jr.

f
Feb. 14............. Dora Goodloe
Feb. 14..............Dolores Jones
Feb. 14..............Hector Luna
Feb. 14................ JackSchram
Feb. 14..... Shirley Stephenson
Feb. 14.........Frances Testman
Feb. 15...........Stephen Brinker
Feb. 15.............................. J.B. Herndon
Feb. 15...........Virginia Shahan
Feb. 16............... Roxie Brown

Hearing twenties Solution:
1. Atico 11. Laura
2. Angela 12. Linda
3. Carol 13, Mary
4. Cathy 14. Nicole
5. Claudia 15. Paulette •
6. Diane 16. Rachel
7. Gloria 17. Ruth
8. Itane 18, Sandra
9. Jane 19. Susan
10. Juli 20, Theresa
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by Charles Cooper

ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) You're tempted to give 
into grouchiness this week. 
However, ask yourself if 
things are really so bad. Once 
you have that answer, your 
mood improves.

TAURUS (April 20 
to May 20) You're brimming 
with enthusiasm over a new 
work project. It suits your 
skills quite well. By week's 
end, you're exhausted but sat­
isfied with your progress.

GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20) A social obligation 
should be fulfilled. Although 
you're tempted to bow out, 
don't. You just may meet 
someone quite interesting.

CANCER (June 21 
to July 22) You don't like to 
take no for an answer. Press­
ing so hard, though, only has 
the opposite outcome. 
Lighten up, and you eventu­
ally get what you want.

LEO (July 23 to Au­
gust 22) A close friend has 
some disheartening news. If 
you talk this through, you can 
both come to a mutually sat­
isfactory conclusion. This 
weekend, puttering around the 
house clears your mind.

VIRGO (August 23 to 
September 22) Distractions 
abound this week. Despite 
this, you have the ability to 
focus well. Later in the week, 
a financial matter takes pre­
cedence.

(c) 2 0 0 4  DBR Media, Inc.

LIBRA (Septembt 
23 to October 22) You're itcl 
ing to get away from it al 
While it would be nice, it 
not the best time. You'll ju 
have to wait until things sett 
down.

SCORPIO (Octobt 
23 to November 21) You'i 
hopping mad when a cc 
worker questions your verai 
ity on a certain matter. Yc 
don't have to prove yoursel 
Let the person making th 
accusation come up with tf 
goods.

SAGITTARIUS (N< 
vember 22 to December 21 
You're back on track thi 
week, both at home and ■ 
work. As a result, you accon 
plish much. Feel free to ju: 
kick back over the weekend 

CAPRICORN (Dt 
cember 22 to January 19) Yo 
need to exercise patience thi 
week. Flying about willy-nill 
won't get things done. Use 
more measured approach.

AQUARIUS (Januar 
20 to February 18) This weel 
you allow an upcoming sock 
event to get in the way of you 
concentration. Get a grip o 
this. If not, you could fin 
yourself putting in some ex 
tra hours at work.

PISCES (Februar 
19 to March 20) A minor sel 
back is just that - minor 
Where a friend is concerned 
let bygones be bygones. Thi 
person didn't intentionall 
offend you.

I

mailto:avon78832@yahoo.com
mailto:ctward@hiIconet.com
mailto:ashent@medinaec.com
http://www.angelbreezesatellite.com
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God’s wonderful plan fulfilled
A 1 fV CL A ^  tAltredo stood next to his 

daughter.
Her elegance served to am­

plify his manly dignity. The Pa­
triarch looked every bit the man 
of strength and spiritual power 
that he was.

Steve stood by his mother on 
the opposite side from Alfredo. 
Three generations.

Rolando stood in front of the 
church looking very handsome. 
The pastor stood in front of the 
altar with a deacon who was to 
assist in the ceremony.

Attendants stood on either 
side.

There was a hush as the mu­
sic began.

Josie walked slowly down the 
aisle.

A few feet in front of 
Rolando she turned to the

Alfredo the Patriarch.
He turned to her, made the 

sign of the cross on her forehead 
and whispered a blessing.

Then she turned to her son.
Steve, following the example 

of his grandfather made the sign 
of the cross on his mother’s fore­
head and whispered a blessing.

Rolando stepped to the cen­
ter of the aisle.

He turned to Alfredo. The 
two men held out their right 
hands to each other then em­
braced. Rolando then turned to 
Steve who in a few minutes 
would become his stepson.

The two men held out their 
right hands to each other then 
embraced.

Rolando turned to Josie. 
Both Alfredo and Steve gave 
Josie’s hand into Rolando’s

Empowering
Families

Dr. Donald 
Smith

hand then stepped back and re­
turned to their places beside 
Lola.

Rolando and Josie turned to 
face the pastor and deacon and 
to present themselves to God.

The words and music of the 
remainder of the service seemed 
to become a blur of time until 
the final words.

They stood facing each other, 
bride and groom with a beaded 
lasso symbolizing the two be­
coming one.

Why Wear Ashes on Wednesday?
In a few days we’ll start the 

Lenten season, the period of 
forty days before Easter. Many 
Christian churches mark this 
period as a time of special 
repentance.

Many of us will conduct a 
special Ash Wednesday service. 
Putting on ashes is part of a 
tradition older than the Christian 
church -  we read about it in the 
story of Job (see Job 42:6) as 
well as many other places.

But to tell the truth, I don’t 
like wearing ashes -  I find it 
uncomfortable and awkward. 
Maybe that’s the whole idea.

Ashes are a sign of mourning 
and repentance. We all have sin 
-  personal and communal faults 
that make us unlike God, less 
than holy.

Ashes are a public 
acknowledgem ent of our 
sinfulness. For me, explaining 
the wearing of ashes, especially 
to my friends who don’t 
appreciate this particular 
Christian tradition, is an act of 
humility.

It is in part a brand or act of 
shame taken on willingly, 
acknowledging in public my own 
shortcom ings.

Some people wash or wipe the 
ashes away almost immediately. 
For them the mark of mourning 
is internal.

First United 
Methodist 

Church

Rev. Roger 
Baker

And of course, the Bible tells 
us that any act of contrition must 
be genuine to be authentic.

The prophet Isaiah warned us 
against taking on the private and 
public acts of penance without 
having a change of heart.

In Isaiah 58, the prophet 
makes clear the sort of holy fast 
he believes is honorable. His 
words encouraging the freeing 
of captives of injustice seem to 
resonate with me as I see the 
sacrifices made by American and 
British troops to free people in 
Iraq and beyond.

Isaiah doesn’t stop there -  he 
calls us to “share your food with 
the hungry and to provide the 
poor wanderer with shelter.” 
(Isaiah 58:7). There is much 
work to be done.

The apostle James reminded 
us that belief without works was 
a dead faith (Jam es 2 :1 4  -  20).

As wc take on ashes this 
Wednesday, I hope that we will 
repent of our sins, not just 
personal sins, but the sins of our

world.
I also hope that we will act as 

Isaiah called us to act in keeping 
with our repentance. Feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked -  
these too are signs of repentance.

You can wear ashes or not -  
or wipe them off. Just remember 
what they symbolize, and 
repent... and then “...produce 
fruit in keeping with 
repentance.” (Matt 3:8)

At First United Methodist 
Church, we’ll open our chapel

at 10 a.m. on Ash Wednesday 
and keep the door open for four 
hours.

You can come in at your 
leisure for a time of personal, 
prayer, and if you wish, you may 
receive ashes as well.

This is your time to repent 
before God. I ’ll be there to 
encourage or assist.

Join us Sunday for 
communion and hear the good 
news of God’s forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ.

Library Books

R eality  TV show  
raises safety concerns

As I entered the small shop, I 
told the young clerk that I was 
waiting for my wife who was 
shopping next door. She com­
mented that I must be very pa­
tient.

I told her that in a few months 
we were going to celebrate our 
fortieth wedding anniversary. 
She said, “ How is it possible” I 
told her that my wife and I had 
both accepted Jesus Christ as our 
personal Lord and Savior a few 
years after we were married and 
that really  changed our lives and 
our marriage.

I asked her if she had ever 
accepted Christ as her personal 
Savior or read the Bible.

She said no but she was go­
ing to the library and reading 
different books.

I said reading books may help 
but there is only one book from 
God. It is the Bible or the Word

1—I#- -----71 * ' *" Jerry
Davenport

" ij f Brother
J.

of God, (Luke 11:28). If we will 
honor and obey the Bible we can 
have a better life, (Joshua 1:8). 
It is in the Bible that we find out 
about God. We also find out that 
He loves us and sent His only 
son to die for us, (John 3:16, 
2Timothy 3:15-17).

The world and things of the 
world can bring happiness but 
it is nothing like the joy and 
peace that comes from knowing 
Jesus Christ As Lord and Savior 
(John 15:10,11).

See You in Church next Sun­
day.

As reality television shows 
continue to grow in popularity 
it is important to remember that 
although they are 
“re a l,” the out­
come of some of 
the stunts could 
have much differ­
ent results.

Such is the case 
with a stunt per­
formed on the 
NBC television 
show, Fear Factor 
last Monday night, which placed 
contestants within the proxim­
ity of an electric substation 
where they received minor 
shocks. This sort of behavior 
in real life — is extremely dan­
gerous, even fatal.

“Substations, which handle 
power for thousands of house­
holds, are not designed for the 
public to play with,” said Danny 
Samaniego, Rio Grande Electric 
Co-op’s Brackettville Area Op­
erations Manager.

“Substations are fenced and 
locked for a reason. Safety. Only 
highly trained, well-equipped 
professionals should ever enter 
a substation.” .

Samaniego said, “Children 
can be easily influenced by what 
they see on television. We urge 
all parents to remind their chil­
dren to stay away from electric 
substations and to discuss elec­
tric power line safety with their 
children.”

“The Co-op is very concerned 
about the message the television 
show’s stunt could send to chil­

dren.
We work very 

hard throughout 
the year to teach 
children to stay 
away from substa­
tions and power 

■Q$ lines, and to be 
aware of the po­
tential for dan­
ger.

We conduct special presen­
tations for school children and 
the public, and routinely pub­
lish electrical safety articles in 
the pages of our Rio Grande Edi­
tion of Ranch & Rural Living 
Magazine, which is distributed 
to Co-op member-consumers.

All of our efforts are useless 
if children think they can not be 
hurt by electricity, especially 
the amount of power handled at 
a substation ,” said Clinton 
Brown, Director of Operations.

“We encourage parents to be 
aware of what their children are 
watching and to take the oppor­
tunity to reinforce safe habits 
through family discussions.”

W elcom e! 
Church o f Christ

808 N. Ann 563-2616
Sunday AM, 9:30 Classes 

& 10:30 Worship 
Wednesday PM 6:30 Classes 

Minister: Ray Melton

MONUMENTS
Custom  Designs- 
-Vases - Statues

N o n e  t o o  s m e l l  

o r  t o o  / e r g o

Price us last and we will 
beat the others! See our display 

at Del Rio Funeral Home 
or call 1-800-899-3892

...................... i

T i c k e t s  a r e  o n l y  v a l i d  
on  t h e  d a t e  p r i n t e d  o n  

t h e  t i c k e t .  N o  c h i l d  
u n d e r  6 w i l l  b e  

a d m i t t e d  t o  a n y  R 
f e a t u r e  u r t e r  6 p . m .

H IDE a n d  s e e k  (R) 
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OneSource Financial Group
T ax Solutions • Perez I nsurance • Modern W oodmen of A merica
Helping You reach your financial goals one step at a time

G et y o u r R efund today!
Independently Owned & Operated by Ricardo Perez - v A X A  o o

Specializing In: A y  Solutions for the Tax Professional™

•  Instant Loans •  Paper Returns
•  Retirem ent Planning •  E-RIe
•  ll.A .L . - Refund Anticipation Loan »Notary Public

P e r e z I jvsurvijvce S e r v ic e s
Irt Association With GANT Insurance Agency, Inc.,

“Call Us For Fast Friendly 
Professional Service” 

Phone: (830)486-0848 
Fax: (830) 486-0187 

428 W. Main 
Uvalde, Texas 78801

We offer the Best Rates on:
Auto insurance
Home insurance
commercial Building insurance
Business insurance (General Liability)
commercial vehicle insurance (18-wheelers)

The pastor’s voice boomed. 
“In as much as Josie and 
Rolando have consented to the 
estate of holy matrimony and 
have witnessed the same before 
God and His Church, I now pro­
nounce you to be man and wife. ”

The reception was jovial. 
Adults talked.

Happy children played with 
each other.

Then the dance began.
As Rolando took Josie into 

his arms and began the slow 
movement to the center of the 
floor, he whispered, “Now God 
has a wonderfiil plan for us!”

•  Editor’s Note: This column 
is brought to you by the St. 
Henry deOsso Family Project 
working in Brackettville to 
strengthen family, faith and edu­
cation.

Lord of lords
I give thee charge in the 

sight of God, who quickeneth 
all things, And before Christ 
Jesus, who before Pontius 
Pilate witnessed a good con­
fession.

That thou keep this 
commandent without spot 
unrebukeable, until the appear­
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Which in his times he shall 
show who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords.

Who only hath immortality,

St. John ’s 
Missionary 

Church

Rev. Bill 
Adams Sr.

dwelling in the light which no 
man can approach unto: whom 
no man hath seen, nor can see: 
to whom be honor and power 
everlasting. Amen. Tim 6: 12- 
lb. Praise God!

First Baptist Church (SBC)
Comer of Ann and Veltman Phone: 5 6 3 - 2 2 4 5  

Sunday: Bible study for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service -10:45 a.m. 

Adult/Youth/Children Discipleship Training 6 p.m. 
Evening Service 7 p.m.

Wednesdays 7 p.m. Bible Study

j St. A n d re w ’s Episcopal Church
Sunday School: 10:10 AM 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM
V

ìt

J
S / Wednesday BibleStudy: 11:00 AMNT

Corner of Fort Wednesday Healing Service: 12:10 PM

and Henderson Wednesday Study Series: 7:00 PM

" jjjÉig y . s!1 The Purpose Driven Life

Reverend Nathan Lafrenz 563-9607

Come to the Frontier
A Bible Based New Testament Church 
9:45 am Bible Study/Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship Service 
6:00 pm Sunday Night at the Movies.
7:00 pm Wednesday Night Service 

Nursery Provided 
Pastor: Ned Sitzes 

Frontier Baptist Church (SBC) Corner of Ann & El Paso

F i r s t  U n i t e d  M c t M b t  O u r c f a

109 dames S t- Next to the Clinic 
Sunday School 9 AM - Worship 10:45 

Staffed Nursery Every Sunday

Take Your Valentine to Church!

open hearts, open minds, open doors.

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

Corner of Fort & Henderson
Sunday: Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:10 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Healing Service Wednesday 12:10 - 12:50 p.m. 

Email: www. ourredeemerlutheran. org

PASTOR NATHAN LAFRENZ 563-9607

At t e n d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  
y o u r  CHOICE 
t h is  Su n d a y

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist 
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

State of the Art 
Laser Therapy

•  Cataract Surgery with lens implant
•  Diabetic Eye Disease
•  Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
•  Laser Surgery in the Office
•  Medicare & Medicaid Accepted
•  Se Habla Espanol

800-747-2511 
or 830-278-2020
927 East Main Street 

Uvalde, Texas
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ADOPTIONS

Note: It is illegal to be paid for 
anything beyond medical and 
legal expenses in Texas adop­
tion.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Full service nation­
wide adoption agency specializ­
ing in matching families with 
birthmothers. Toll free 24/7, 1- 
866-921-0565, www.onetrue 
gift .com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

#1 CASH COW!! 90 vending 
machines in 30 locations - 
$10,670. Call now! 1-800-836- 
3464, 1.800.VENDING.

20 VENDING MACHINES with 
custom locations. $2,995. Call 
to ll free, 1 -800 -261 -9001 , 
North American Vending.

BUSINESS OWNERSHIP AND
deregulated electricity combined 
to create a breakthrough finan­
cial opportunity. Details to make 
and save money at: www.ignite 
stream.com.

EARN UP TO $600 weekly help­
ing the government part-time. No 
experience. A lot of opportuni­
ties. 1-800-493-3688, Code R- 
37. Investment required.

DRIVERS WANTED
$4,000 SIGN-ON. One year 
OTR experience/Class A/CDL. 
$500 on 2nd paycheck, then 
.03 cpm pay out! Call anytime! 
1 -8 00 -5 69 -92 32 , Conwell 
Corp.

EMPLOYMENT
CARRIER WANTED FOR San
Antonio Express-News morning 
route. Brackettville Area. Call Joe 
Salinas at 830/775-0332 or 1- 
800-613-0473.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
WANTED. BISD will hold a free 
workshop for anyone interested 
in substitute teaching, February 
17, 2005, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., 
in the Central Office Boardroom. 
Requirements: H.S. diploma or 
G.E.D., and love of kids. Call: 
Susan Esparza, Secretary to 
Supt., 563-2491, ext. 100. 
This is a required workshop for 
new or returning substitutes (for 
those not on the Fall list.)

AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID
training for a high paying career. 
Aviation Maintenance. FAA pre­
dicts severe shortage. Financial 
aid, job placement assistance, 1- 
888-349-5387, AIM, 6 loca­
tions.

DEFEND FREEDOM IN the
Texas Army National Guard! Up 
to $10k enlistment bonus, paid 
career training, 100% tuition 
assistance. Up to $20k student 
loan repayment. Accepting high 
school juniors and seniors, GED, 
college students and graduates. 
Call today, 1-800-GO-GUARD.

DETENTION OFFICER: PHOE­
NIX, AZ. Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office. $14.99 per 
hour. Excellent benefits. No ex­
perience necessary. Contact 1- 
602 -307 -5245 , 1-877-352- 
6276 or w w w .m c s o .o rg . 
1,000+ vacancies.
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L I N C O L N

2005 FOCUS ZX-4

»i««*

•  3.0L DOHC 4CYL
•  Automatic Transmission
•  Air Conditioning
•  AM/FM/CD
•  15” Wheels
•  Floor Mats

SALE
PRICE

MSRP.................... ...$15875
Rebate.................. ..... $2000
FMCCS................. .......$500
DRFLM Discount. ..... $1580

YOU SAVE - $4080

*11795
2005 EXPLORER XLS

»4.0L SOHC V-6 
»AM/FM/CD 
»Advance Trac 
»Speed Control 
»Air Conditioning 
»Automatic Transmission

MSRP .................$27490
Rebate .................. $2000
FM CC$ ................$1000
DRFLM D isc........$3495

YOU SAVE - $6495

*20995
2005 F-150 S/C XLT

SALE
PRICE

Texas/ 
Oklahoma 

Edition

i 4.6L V-8 
< Automatic 
i AM/FM/CD 
i 17” Aluminum Wheels 
> Power Window and Locks 
i Speed Control $0 dn. 

$1 9 9  mo.

NO CHARGE
•  Bright Tubular 
Running boards

•  6-disc CD
•  Power Seat

•  Two-tone Paint

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CASH LOANS UP to
$1,000.00. No credit check! 
Cash in your checking account 
within 24 hours. Employment 
required. Go to www.paycheck 
today.com or call 1-888-350- 
3722.

FOR SALE
16 FT. FIBERGLASS BOAT/
Walk thru Windshield 90 HP 
Johnson (less than 100 hrs on 
re-built motor). New upholstery 
and floor with new astro turf. 
Great family boat. Must Sell. 
$3,500.00. (830) 563-9081. 
Leave message and I will return 
your call.

1983 FORD CLASS B
motorhome. 19 ft. long. Self- 
contained $2,000. Weekdays 
(83 0 )56 3 -5 78 6 , Weekends 
(830)563-2835.

ATTENTION COLLECTORS: 
RAILROAD S.P. - Date nails - 
Glass Insulators - Locks - Ticket 
stamp - Demurrage calendars - 
other items. 830-563-9101.

FOR SALE BY Owner, 3 bed­
room, 1 bath, asking $25,000. 
830-563-3047.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana 
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/ 
Weekends, Complimentary fa­
cials, products, etc. www .mary 
kay.com/aflurry.

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTV system 
includes standard installation! 3 
months FREE HBO and Cinemax! 
Access to over 225 channels! 
Limited time offer. S&H. Restric­
tions apply. 1-800-264-3458.

SAWMILLS - $ 2 ,6 9 5 .0 0  - 
LUMBERMATE-2000 and
LumberLite-24. Norwood Indus­
tries also manufactures utility 
ATV attachments, log skidders, 
portable board edgers and for­
estry equipment, www.norwood 
industries.com -Free information: 
1-800-578-1363, Ext. 300N.

HOME BUILDERS

100% FINANCING WITH $0
down! Two, three and four bed­
room homes from the $60's. 
United-Bilt Homes - more than a 
builder. 1-888-756-2522, www 
.ubh.com.

HOUSES FOR SALE

I'm mai^...at banks who don't 
give house loans because of bad 
credit, problems or new employ­
ment. I do, call L.D. Kirk, Home­
land Mortgages, (254) 947- 
4475. www.homeland46.com.

O’Rourke Realty
Paul & Elsa O’Rourke

(830) 563-2713

Unit 2 7 -2  bed; family room 
with fireplace, 2 baths. Great 
location on cul-de-sac and 
near club house. Two large 
lots. $150,000.

Unit 27 - On golf course. 3 
bed. 2 baths double wide, 
rock skirting, detached garage 
w ith  plumbing. Two lots 
$70,000.

Unit 1 - Spotless, 2 bed, 2 
baths townhouse. Nice front 
view. Furnished. $49,000.

Unit 1 5 -3  bed, 2 baths mo­
bile home. Reasonable, owner 
might finance. Only $ 15,000.

orourke@the-i.net
w w w .orourkerealty.net

Ken Barnett
Real Estate Brackettville, TX 78832
•  Lot 126, Unit 15 Fort Clark Springs, Shatter Rd. 830-563-2446
•  Unit 36 lot 39, FCS 2 Br, 1bt manufactured housing.
•  Unit 3, lot 66, 3 br/2ba, enclosed porch, multi-car carport, storage room - $27,500.00
•  Acreage - 8 0 .03  Acres Tract #303  Leona Ranch.
•  Unit 15 Ft. Clark Springs: 2 br/2 bath Mobile - Roof cover, Carport Golf Cart Shed 

Fully furnished $34 ,500 .00
•  4 .5 3  Acres off 19 Pepper Lane, Del Rio
•  Unit 1 Lot 146 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba
•  Unit 1 Lot 145 Ft. Clark Springs 2 bd / 2ba
•  Masters Condo #1204  - Carport, all furniture and appliances.
•  Unit 35, Block B, Lot 27-28, Mobile home - 2 br/2bath

Have Buyers - Need Listings! Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis

LAS MORAS REALTY
DEBBIE T R A N T  / B A R B A R A  V O S S

830-563-2997
1 0 4  A -E  Spring

NEW LISTING! 154 Sunset Lane - Rock home, 3BR, 1 3/4B in 
excellent locale is ready for new owner. There is approx. 1,352 
sq.ft, of living area; all-electric, screened porch, carport and two 
storage areas.
NEW LISTING! 27 Tennis Court - 3BR/2B Redman mobile home, 
stone skirting, has a 1 2 'X76' deck across the front of the home. 
The large lot is in a cul-de-sac, private area.
REDUCED! Unit 1, Lot 150 - Beautiful setting under the big 
oaks, two-story townhome 2BR, 3B, overlooks Las Moras Creek. 
Ranches and small acreage available.
_________V ie w  lis tings : w w w .re a le s ta te tx k in n e y c o u n ty .c o m

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY to
make comment or request a pub­
lic hearing is hereby given by the 
Community Council of South­
west Texas, Inc., located at 713 
East Main Street Uvalde, Texas 
on the continuation of rural pub­
lic transportation services within 
the counties of Dimmit, Edwards, 
Kinney, La Salle, Maverick, Real, 
Uvalde and Zavala. Financial as­
sistance to provide this service 
is being sought from the Federal 
Transit Administration and the 
Texas Department of Transpor­
tation. Services will be for the 
general public, run on fixed route 
and demand response route. 
Fares will be charged for the ser­
vice. Written comment or a writ­
ten request for a public hearing 
is being accepted at P.O. Drawer 
1709 or 713 East Main Street 
in Uvalde until March 7 th, 
2005. Further information can be 
found at the above address or 
by contacting Sarah Hidalgo- 
Cook, CCTM, Transit & Safety 
Director at 830-278-6268 ext. 
140 or ccw t-s  w transit@  
sbcglobal.net.

Phyllis & Les Meyer 
615 Hwy 90 EAST

t j a a  p r 0 p e r t ie s  830-563-9911

Custom Built Home in the Oaks
3/2/2.5 plus formal dining, office (or 4th Bedroom), and 
gameroom, approx. 2700 sf, high ceilings, fireplace, garden 
tub, 2.5 car garage with sink and storage room, sprinker sys­
tem, large fenced yard, beautiful trees and landscape, Texas 
limestone and stucco exterior - Beautiful Setting and Views!

H u n tin g  R an ch es  A v a ila b le !
www.Tejas-Properties.com
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KINNEY COUNTY AND the City 
of Brackettville hereby request 
proposals for brush clearing, (tree 
dozing) stacking and burning/re- 
moval of stacked brush on cer­
tain designated areas of two 
Flood Control structures located 
on Las Moras Creek Watershed. 
Specifications may be obtained 
from the office of the County 
Judge, located in the Courthouse 
at 501 S. Ann S treet, 
Brackettville, TX. Envelope(s) 
containing completed bid/pro- 
posals must be sealed and 
marked "BRUSH CLEARING 
PROJECT" and addressed in care 
of Herb Senne, Kinney County 
Judge, PO Box 348, 
Brackettville, TX 78832. Pro­
posals will be accepted until such 
time as bid is awarded on or 
about April 11, 2005. Kinney 
County and the C ity  of 
Brackettville are equal opportu­
nity employers.

VHS TO DVD. 8 mm to DVD. 
Reel-to-reels, LPs, 45s, cassettes 
and 8 tracks to CD. Reasonable 
rates. Call 563-3443 for more 
information, or visit our web site 
at www.vintagesounds.biz.

MOBILE HOMES

CHAMPION HOMES. NEW 3, 4
& 5 Bedrooms. Texas Home 
Center. Eagle Pass Texas. 830- 
968-0307. RBI-35073.

REAL ESTATE

A BARGAIN. 100 ACRES - 
$44,900. Trophy whiteta ils. 
Rolling hills and draws, great ac­
cess. Abundant turkey, quail, 
small game. More available. E-Z 
terms. Texas Land and Ranches, 
1-866-899-5263.

2004 MUSTANG 2005 F-150 REG CAB
O n l y  6  L e f t !

•  4.2L V-6
•  Air Conditioning _ _  --------------
•  Alloy Wheels TRANSMISSION
•  Power Window/Locks
•  AM/FM/CD

MSRP ................$18345
Rebate ...............$3500
DRFLM Disc........$2150

YOU SAVE - $5650

•  4.2L V6
•  Automatic Transmission
•  Air Conditioning
•  17” Wheels
•  AM/FM/CD
•  Cloth Seating

SALE
PRICE 1 3 4 9 5

S R p
............ $21960
e b a t e 

............$2000

YOU SAVE - $5965
U KrJLM  D isc.........3>3ÜOJ

2005 FORD SUPERCREW XLT
Texas/ 

Oklahoma 
Edition

* 1 5 8 9 5
'EDITION XLT

•  4.6L V
•  Air Conditioning
•  17: Alumn Wheels
•  Speed Control
•  Power Windows/Locks
•  Remote Keyless Entry $0 dn. 

$269 mo1:

NO CHARGE
•  Running boards

•  6-disc CD
•  Power Seat

•  Two-tone Paint

•  5.4L V-8
•  Running Boards
•  3rd seat
•  Power Seat
•  Dual Air conditioning
•  Speed control
•  AM/FM/CASS/CD

MSRP $22,795. Sale Price of $19,995,47 pymts$299/mo., 10,485 residual, $0dn + TT&L, 
7.75% WAC, fO.SOOml/yr

2005 FIVE HUNDRED SE

SALE $  
PRICE 2 6 7 9 5

2005 FREESTYLE SEL

MSRP ................. $35390
Rebate ...................$2000
FM C C $ ................$1500
DRFLM D isc........$5095

YOU SAVE - $8595

MSRP ................ $22795
DRFLM Disc........$2800

YOU SAVE - $2600

1 9 9 9 5
•  3.0L 4V V-6
•  Air Conditioning
•  7-passenger seating
•  Anti-lock brakes
•  Traction Control
•  17” Painted Alum Wheels

•  Fog Lamps 
•AM /FM  6-disc/MP3 Player
•  Steering Wheel Audio Controls

$0 dn.

DEL

•  3.0L Duratec
•  Automatic Transmission SALE
•  AM/FM/CD n p i p r
•  Traction Control r  n  I G C
•  ABS Brakes
•  17” Wheels

MSRP$26,995 Sale PriceS2S oos «ne« ^  ^  I Î Î . 0  •___ ____________________  __________________  l +TT&L’47 py™s Of $329,5.7% APR WAC,™ ^ ———— ^ $12,687 residual in son mi a..
***0% for 72 mos on select vehicles. W.A.C. ****N/C discount pkg. on New ‘04/’05 Expeditions, not compatible with 0% for 72 mo. offer. Art for illustration purpos |

A  RIO www.delriofordlm.com mw\^ /2 7 7 n

■ AA L I . .— ™  1*7 I ' te l

m  Mercury

Total Vehide $29535, Sale Price $21800,35 pymts of $199. residual $15358,1.3 % WAC. 
$0 down, plus TT&L, 10,500 mi/yr - 4 at this price

LINCOLN
2 7 0 0  H w y  9 0  W  

Del R io , T x  7 8 8 4 0

Sales: M-F 8:30 - 8:00, Sat 8:30 - 7-00 
Service: M-F 7:00-6:00, Sat. 8:00-5:00

( 8 3 0 ) - 7 7 5 - 7 4 8 1  
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 4 8 - 7 4 8 1

(

http://www.onetrue
http://www.ignite
http://www.mcso.org
http://www.paycheck
http://www.norwood
http://www.homeland46.com
mailto:orourke@the-i.net
http://www.orourkerealty.net
http://www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com
http://www.Tejas-Properties.com
http://www.vintagesounds.biz
http://www.delriofordlm.com

