BRIEFS

Rabies Vaccination Clinic
Saturday, April 2, 2005. City
Hall. 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.
$7.00 per animal.
Distemper/Parvo will be
available upon request.

Fort Clark Ladies Golf

Game F & T’s minus 1/2
handicap. Winners were Sharon
Boucher, 1st place; Sheri White,
2nd place; Orlene Aivis, 3rd
place. Tie for 4th place were
Dianne Daniels and Barb Miller.

Support group

There is some interest in the
Brackettville area for an
Alzheimers and related demen-
tia support group. The first meet-
ing will be April 14 at6:30 p.m.
in Slator Hall, 210 James St.
For more information contact
Jewel Robinson at 563-2852.

LEPC hosting raffle

The Local Emergency Plan-
ning Committee is raffling a Bud
Breen original oil painting as a
fund raiser. | Tickets are $1 each
or 6 for $5. Tickets are avail-
able from Jewel Robinson or by
calling the EMS office at 563-
9090.

Cajun Fest in Del Rio

The Whitehead Memorial
Museum invites you to Cajun
Night. Saturday, April 2 at the
museum grounds, 1308 S. Main
Street. All you can eat dinner
with shrimp, crawfish, fried cat-
fish, hushpuppies and french
fries. Beer will be sold by the
pitcher. Food served from 6 to
8 p.m. with entertainment from

6 to 11 p.m. Tickets are $15 for °

adults, $20 at the door; $7 for
kids ($12 at the door).

Sorority chooses

new officers

The Beta Epsilon Omicron
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi met
at the beautiful O’Keeffe resi-
dence on Thursday, March 24,
2005. A lovely lunch was served
by hostess, Donieta O’Keeffe
and a program was presented by
Kathy Kardus on photography.
Officers were chosen as follows:
Dee Curry, President; Donieta
O’Keeffe, Vice-President; Joy
Ralston, Treasurer and Elizabeth
Goebel, Secretary.

Booths available for
City Festival

To set up a booth for the
Spring Festival, sponsored by
the City of Brackettville and
Kinney County, contact City
Hall at 563-2412. The event is
Saturday, April 23 at the civic
center. Booths are 10 x 10 and
avilable for $25 each. Bring
your own tables and chairs.
Deadline is Monday, April 4.

m Donald Smith

Rick didn’t expect to see
Amy.

He figured she’d written
him off as a lost cause. His
thoughts raced for something
to say.
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Free HazMat
course offered

Kinney County EMS is spon-
soring a two-day Hazardous
Materials class for beginners.
This class is for recognition of
hazardous materials and their
safe handling, or to recognize
to be a safe distance away from
the hazard.

Included is an Incident Man-
agement System class teaching
the duties of all responders in
the event of a HazMat incident.

The classes are on April 9
and 10 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

both days, held at the Civic Cen-
ter.

Cost is free. The public is
invited and encouraged to at-
tend. The first person driving up
on a Hazardous spill may be
you. Contact EMS at 563-9090
to leave your name, or just show
up at the door on the day of the
class.

The class will be taught by
Wayne Prall, Corpus Christi
Battalion chief and Halo Flight
Medic. :

Court ratifies bills;
hires temp worker

The Kinney County Commis-
sioners Court met to approve
and discuss the hiring of a tem-
porary short-term maintenance
person.

So far, no applications had
been received, but' Albert Payne,
foreman for the Kinney County
Maintenance Crew gave his rec-
ommendation of hiring a tempo-
rary employee for the post.

The temporary worker would
be covered under the county’s
insurance.

The court approved the hir-
ing of a temporary employee for
520 hours at $7.50 per hour.

The court also discussed the
$60,000 shortfall in the justice
of the peace budget. Judge John
Ford noted that the county is
down $20,000 in ticket fees
from last year.

The court also ratified Kin-
ney County Detention Center re-
ceipts and disbursments. The
county ratified $13,552.70 for
the month of January.

.2t Time Changes
 this Sunday!

CLOCK TOWER FACELIFT

Brackett News photo by Gus Garcia

The clocktower to the Kinney County Courthouse. The exterior of the clocktower will be
updated and repainted. The facelift should be completed in about two months.

Laughlin Airmen help refurbish Seminole Indian Scout Cemetery

Airmen 1st Class Jennifer Whitesides and Jessica Johnson,
47th Medical Group, help clear debris around the headstone

of a grave.

By Airman Ist Class
Olufemi Owolabi
37th FTW

Public affairs

Seventeen Laughlin members
trooped out as a team March 18
to refurbish the Seminole Indian
Scout.Cemetery near Brack-
ettville.

The group of XILers mowed
grass and cut weeds around
headstones during the project to
clean up the cemetery.

“This project lets the commu-
nity know that we care about
them....and when we get in-
volved with the community
around us, I believe it makes the
community want to be more in-
volved with the base,” said Se-
nior Airman Jennifer
Whitesides, 47th Medical Group

bioenvironmental engineering
flight apprentice.

Airman Whitesides, who also
volunteered in last year’s project
at the cemetery, said .it was a
good project to be involved
with.

The cemetery is the burial site
of four Medal of Honor recipi-
ents. It is maintained by the
Seminole Indian Scouts Associa-
tion, a group of scout descen-
dants.

The project creates a positive
relationship between the Brack-
ettville community and
Laughlin. It also shows that
Laughlin not only cares for their
own members, but they care for
others.

Airman 1st Class Jessica
Johnson, 47th Medical Opera-
tions Squadron, said she volun-

teered for the project so that she
could make an impact in the com-
munity other than the base.

“(Before I decided to volun-
teer), I thought it would be nice
to do something for the commu-
nity and not just for the base,”
Airman Johnson said. “I think
the community of Brackettville
really appreciated our help and
I am sure all of us were proud to
do it.”

Furthermore Airmen Johnson
said she would love to partici-
pate again whenever the time for
another project comes.

A group of Laughlin volun-
teers periodically help maintain
the cemetery as needed.
Laughlin members were also
joined by members of Randolph
Air Force Base’s 19th Air Force
to clean up the cemetery.

Kinney Water District Accused of Ignoring own permit rules

Editor’s Note: This article is
reprinted with permission from
Texas Livestock Weekly.

By Colleen Schreiber
Texas Livestock Weekly

BRACKETTVILLE — If only
they could go back. That’s what
many resident landowners in
Kinney County are now saying
about their decision to vote in a
water district here.

Some eight months after ini-
tiating the process, the Kinney
County Groundwater Conserva-
tion District has finally com-
pleted all of the evidentiary per-
mit hearings for the 42 appli-
cants who filed for historic and
existing use permits. But the
fight is far from over.

The board has voted on per-
mit amounts for the majority of
the applications. There were
some clear winners and some
clear losers, the majority falling
into the second category. None
of the applicants really expected
to be permitted for the full
amount they sought, but they
had hoped that everyone would
be treated fairly under the
district’s rules. Some contend
that was not the case. The
Kinney County Groundwater
District has a three-tiered per-
mitting system. “Existing use”
permits are the senior-most wa-
ter right, followed by “historic”
and then “new” use. If water has
to be rationed in the county,
new users are to be cut first, fol-
lowed by historic use and then
existing use.

In the case of Kinney County,
the district’s rules define “his-
toric use” to mean the time pe-
riod between Jan. 1, 1960 and
Dec. 31, 1991. “Existing use”
is from Jan. 1, 1992 through
Jan. 7, 2003, while “new use”
is anything after that time pe-
riod. The rules say applicants are

entitled to the maximum amount
of water beneficially used with-
out waste in any one given year
during the specified historic use
period.

Landowners unhappy with the
outcome contend it was evident
early in the hearing process that
some board members were not
interested in following their own
rules. They also insist that those
members also dismissed the rec-
ommendations made by Steve
Walthour, a disinterested third-
party expert hired by the district
to review all permit applications.

Walthour’s charge was not
only to review the evidence pre-
sented by the applicants but also
to come up with a recommended
allocation for each applicant
based on the evidence presented.

Walthour came to Kinney
County with plenty of experi-
ence, as he was the one who re-
viewed the thousand or so per-
mits. filed with the Edwards
Aquifer Authority. When it came
time to vote on permit applica-
tions, however, the majority of
the Kinney County board acted
contrary to Walthour’s recom-
mendations.

Kinney County board mem-
ber Beth Ann Smith says she was
taken aback at her fellow board
members’ behavior. Smith,
elected in November, is the new-
est member of the board. She also
is the only landowner who
makes her living in agriculture.
She questioned each case in
which fellow board members
made motions to deviate signifi-
cantly from Walthour’s recom-
mended figure, and says the stan-
dard answer was “the evidence
is in the file.”

“I have no clue as to how
other board members ultimately
made their decisions on permit
amounts,” Smith says.

“Walthour’s recommenda-

tions were supported by evi-
dence, but when I tried to find
out the particular evidence that
the other board members relied
on, in every instance, they re-
fused to engage in any discus-
sion.

“They obviously had their
minds made up ahead of time
and were carrying out some
agenda other than applying the
evidence to the district’s rules,”
she insists. “Also, in every in-
stance where they went against
Walthour’s recommendations,
they went below his number.
They never departed up, only
down.”

There was one exception.
Board member Chris Ring was
the only applicant who received
more water than Walthour rec-
ommended. Ring was granted
more than twice the amount rec-
ommended. His claim was pri-
marily based on spring flow and
not agricultural use. Ring asked
for and received a permit for
water that is simply flowing out
of the ground and into the creek,
though spring flow is not con-
sidered a “beneficial” use.

Ring claimed 7160 acre-feet
of historic annual use. He also
claimed the same amount for ex-
isting use. Based on the evidence
provided by Ring, Walthour rec-
ommended 516 acre-feet for his-
toric use and 241 acre-feet for
existing use. The board, how-
ever, voted to grant 1095-acre
feet for historic use, 212 percent
of Walthour’s recommendation,
and 360 acre-feet for existing
use, 149 percent of Walthour’s
recommendation.

Rules require that the larger
of the two amounts be permit-
ted, thus Ring was granted a
permit which allows him to use
1095 acre-feet of water on an
annual basis.

From the beginning, even be-

fore the water district was
formed, two distinctly different
water camps arose in Kinney
County — those who live on the
land and make some or the ma-
jority of their income from the
land, and those who live in
town, who worry that irrigators
and water marketers are going
to pump the county dry.”

As one landowner described
it, “In the permitting process
you were branded by which side
of the courtroom you sit in.”

Austin-based attorney Paul
Terrill represents a handful of
landowners who had their per-
mit applications significantly
cut.

“Everyone knows what’s go-
ing on here,” Terrill says.
“They’re trying to stop water
marketing, and to do that they
made a decision to issue historic
use permits in the smallest
amount possible.”

Terrill does not represent any
so-called “water marketers,” yet
he contends his clients got
“slaughtered” in the permitting
process because the board dis-
regarded its own rules.

A case in point, he says, is
Toledo Boulware, who has a
4100-acre farm of which 3000
acres were irrigated during the
historic period. Boulware
claimed a little more than
17,000 acre-feet of water.
Walthour recommended a little
more than 15,000 acre-feet, but
the district voted to give him ap-
proximately 6600 acre-feet.

“Boulware got cut by almost
9000 acre-feet, or about 44 per-
cent of what Walthour recom-
mended,” Terrill says.

Another client, Justin Burk,
currently farms alfalfa. Burk was
able to prove up 4085 acre-feet
and Walthour agreed with that
figure, yet the board cut his his-
toric use permit by almost 70

percent. The amount permitted
is so small, Terrill says, that in
a dry year it’s possible Burk
would run short of water and
most likely would not be able
to get the six to seven cuttings
of alfalfa he’s used to getting.
And Burk, unlike many in Kin-
ney County, has the more mod-
ern, more efficient center pivot
LEPA system.

In almost every ‘case, those
protesting the permit requests
contended that applicants who
flood irrigate instead of using
the more modern, water-efficient
system were being wasteful and
should be entitled to only the
amount of water necessary to
grow crops using drip irrigation.

It appears the board tended
to agree, but Terrill says that in
doing so, the board strayed from
its own rules. Nowhere in the
rules is there mention of irriga-
tion efficiency as a basis for per-
mitting of historic or existing
use, he points out.

“The property that is now
owned by Justin Burk was irri-
gated back in the 1960s using
unlined ditches and furrow
flood,” Terrill notes. “The pro-
testers and the board have at-
tempted to apply modern stan-
dards of waste to what was not
wasteful back in the 1960s. Not
only was it not wasteful, it was
customary. That was the norm.”

In general, Terrill says rather
than follow their own rules to
determine maximum historic
use, the board tended to allocate
permits based on the lesser
amount of the figure proposed
by Steve Walthour or an amount
proposed by Al Blair, an expert
presented by the protestants. If
either of those two figures were
higher than three acre-feet, they
capped the permit at three acre-
feet per acre.
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Thursday, March 31, 2005

EDITORIAL

Last Friday this newspaper
was publicly accused of being
slanted by Duke Meek, a board
member of the Kinney County
Groundwater Conservation Dis-
trict (KCGCD). The following is
our rebuttal. We hope to show
you an interesting slant on this
accusation and we also offer a
challenge to KCGCD board. We
hope the board is comfortable
enough with its actions to take
us up on it.

Meek announced the reason
he had not thanked voters for
electing him to the board was
because the “local paper” was
slanted. We have to assume
Meek was referring to The Brack-
ett News since it is the only “lo-
cal paper”.

Meek sited no instances of
bias reporting. So we are left
wondering if he disagrees with
editorial beliefs of this paper or
simply doesn’t want the facts
concerning the water district re-
ported.

Case in point, this paper has
been trying to obtain a copy of
the district’s ‘04 audit for the
past several weeks. Why would
we want the audit? To write a
story on the financial status of
the district.

For the past six to eight
weeks the district office, which
is supposed to be open every
Wednesday and Thursday, has
only been open a few days. We
know because we have gone by
every day to check. It is hard to
get a copy of the audit when the
office is not open. When it was
open, someone other than the
general manager or a board
member had the office open.
When did the district board take
action to hire another employee,
Mr. Meek?

Two weeks ago our editor
made an appointment with
Darlene Shahan the district’s
general manager. When he ar-
rived half an hour early last
Wednesday afternoon Shahan
waved at him as she left the of-
fice. Shahan had placed a note
on the office door saying it was
closed due to illness. When he
caught up to Shahan at her
husband’s office she denied hav-
ing ever made the appointment.

Is it suspicious the office was
closed 30 minutes prior to an
appointment with the editor of
the “local newspaper”? Who
was sick?

The following day a local citi-
zen, with the publisher of this
paper and a sheriff’s deputy in
tow, made an open records re-
quest for a copy of the audit. The
citizen was told by Shahan not
to expect the request to be filled
that day. The individual told
Shahan they had brought their
own copy machine with them and
would be willing to make. the
copies. Shahan refused to allow
them to make copies.

The Brackett News called a
large daily newspaper to inform
them of the water district’s re-
fusal to release open records.
That newspaper received a copy
of the audit the very next day.

Meek told the audience, at
last Thursday’s meeting, every-
one in Austin thought the water
board was related. Was it slanted
when he failed to mention he oc-
casionally works for the Shahan
family?

When the meeting was started
the audience was told it was for
informational purposes, not in
support or opposition of the dis-
trict. Was that statement slanted
when Kinney County permittees
and applicants where not invited
to speak?

Is it slanted to report the
KCGCD board of directors
formed a quorum when five di-
rectors attended last Thursday’s
meeting at Fort Clark Springs
RV park? Is it slanted to report
the water board did the same
thing during the last commis-
sioners court meeting when four
water board members attended?
Is it slanted to report the
KCGCD did not post public no-
tice as required by law for ei-
ther of these meetings they at-
tended in quorum?

Is it slanted to report the
board has repeatedly violated
the open meetings and open
records acts? Is it slanted to re-
port the district violates its own
rules? Is it slanted to report when
the district violates state law? Is
it slanted to report the district’s
attorneys keep quitting?

Ris Mama
Cee!
Live today as if it
were the last.

Is it slanted to report the per-
centage of Steve Walthour’s rec-
ommendations for permit appli-
cants versus what the board
granted? Do you not want the
public to know what actions the
board is taking Mr. Meek? Do
you feel The Brackett News made
the board look partial when we
reported Chris Ring received
twice the amount recommended
by Walthour from you and his
fellow board members?

Is it slanted when the district
grants far below the most con-
servative estimate of annual re-
charge for no stated reason? Is
it slanted to tell the public we
have no science, yet it has been
known since 1962 that 70,000
acre feet is the average annual
recharge in Kinney County? Is
it slanted to tell the public Dr.
Robert Mace of the Texas Wa-
ter Development Board con-
firmed that number in 2003 to
be 69,500, accurate to within
1%? Is it slanted to report the
number is conservative because
it does not include the Austin
Caulk aquifer or any rainfall,
recharge or underflow from ad-
joining counties?

This paper would appreciate
Duke Meek telling us, our read-
ers, and his constituency, how
it is slanted to report facts about
the water district. If our readers
form opinions based on those
facts, did the paper slant those
opinions or where they slanted
by the actions of the district
board?

We challenge the Kinney
County Groundwater Conserva-
tion District Board of Directors
to hold a town hall meeting
moderated by a neutral third
party. Let’s have questions and
answers between the board and
the permittees regarding permit
application and the effect of dis-
trict rules and decisions. Then
the public can decide who is pre-
senting slanted views or giving
preferential treatment.

The Brackett News reports
the news; elected officials make
the news. If you don’t like the
facts reported Mr. Meek, change
them, the newspaper doesn’t
have that option.
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With the recent talk of a
bond election to repair the
roads on Fort Clark, questions
and rumors have been fly-

do I vote?. Who will pay for
the bonds?, How much will my
taxes increase? Well hopefully,
this letter will answer most of
your questions.

Our engineer Ron Rosin,
Bob Walker and myself took a
day and a half to drive every
road on Fort Clark. Roy Rosin
evaluated each road as to the
extent of repair required. He
took the information and devel-
oped a preliminary engineering
report. The report includes
roads that need very little or
no repairs to roads that are
unpaved and require paving.

MUD Road Bond election

So, here we go!!!! The elec-
tion will be held May 7, 2005
at the board room of the Mu-
nicipal Utility District. The pur-
pose of the election is to approve
a $5.4 million dollar bond issue

and Municipal Utility District .

operation and maintenance tax
to pave and repair all streets on
Fort Clark Springs Association
Property. Who can vote? You
must be a registered voter in ei-
ther Precinct 1 or 4 and you must
be a resident on Fort Clark
Springs.

Who will be taxed? Every
landowner on the Fort will be
taxed according to the value of
their property as listed with the
Kinney County Appraisal Dis-
trict.

How much will I be taxed? If
all of the roads on the Fort are

. repaired, you will be taxed $1.09

per $100.00 valuation of your
property. L

However, I anticipate we
will use about $2.2 million on
this project. In that case, your
tax would be about $.45 per
$100 valuation. Some ex-
amples of tax rates follow: if
your property were valued at
$20,000.00, your tax would be
$90.00 a year: $50,000.00
property would be taxed at
$225.00 a year and
$120,000.00 property value
would be taxed at $540.00 per
year.

I know these are only a few
of the questions that are out
there.

If you have further ques-
tions, please feel free to call
or stop by the MUD office and
ask.

Our number is 563-2828.

Ten steps to owning your own home

Did you know that home
ownership is at a new high in
our country and interest rates are
at new lows? There is no better
investment than owning your
own home. I’d like to share a
few thoughts with you that make
the home-buying easier. The
single best piece of advice I can
give families looking to buy a
home is to educate yourselves
on the home-buying process.

With the help of homebuyer
education programs and down
payment assistance funded by
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
(HUD), families are learning
how to navigate the home-buy-
ing process and realizing their
homeowner-ship dreams.

Here are 10 tips on how to
navigate the home-buying pro-
cess:

1. Obtain a credit report. You
can request a free online credit
report from any of the major
credit-reporting agencies -
Equifax, Transunion or
Experian.

2. Attend a home-buying
workshop conducted by HUD,
real estate.organizations or lend-
ers. These will guide you
through the basics of the home-
buying process and outline a to-
do list on how to proceed. At
these workshops, you can learn
about HUD down payment and
closing cost assistance and grant
programs, your eligibility and
how to apply for these. HUD
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plays a large role in
homeownership by making loans
available for lower- and moder-
ate-income families.

3. Contact a lender. Lenders
can help pre-qualify you for
loans and help you determine
your buying power. Pre-qualifi-
cation is an informal but neces-
sary way to see how much you
may be able to borrow. Without
any obligation, this helps you
arrive at an estimate of the
amount you may have available
to spend on a house.

4. Choose a real estate bro-
ker. Determine what you are
looking for in a home. Your
home should fit the way you
live, with spaces and features
that appeal to the whole family.
Before you begin looking at
homes, make a list of your pri-
orities.

5. Do your homework. Visit

several homes. ASK Tot§ 6f ques-
tions. Research home prices in
the area before you bid on the
home of your choice. Take pic-
tures. Make notes.

6. Be realistic about your ca-
pabilities.. Aim for a home you
can really afford, based on what

you earn and what you owe.

7. Determine what type of
loan program is best for you.
Lenders now offer several af-
fordable mortgage options
which can help first-time
homebuyers overcome obstacles
that made purchasing a home
difficult in the past. Lenders
may now be able to help bor-
rowers who don’t have a lot of
money saved for the down pay-
ment and closing costs, have no
or a poor credit history, have
quite a bit of long-term debt or
have experienced income irregu-
larities.

8. Enlist a home inspector.
He or she will bring out poten-
tial problems that could require
costly repairs down the road. An
inspector checks the safety of
your potential new home.

9. Buy a home insurance
policy. A paid homeowner’s in-
surance policy is required at
closing, so arrangements will
have to be made prior to that
day. Plus, involving the insur-
ance agent early in the home
buying process can save you
money.

.. 10. Enjoy.your home and in- 4
vest in it. Owning a home has
many benefits. When you make
a mortgage payment, you are
building equity. Owning a home
also qualifies you for tax breaks
that assist you in dealing with
your new financial responsibili-
ties like insurance, real estate
taxes and upkeep.

Texans say top priorities are
taxes, energy and transportation

This January, a new Congress
will be sworn in and will begin
setting its legislative priorities.

As I contribute to the process
on behalf of Texas, I use infor-
mation I gather from many
sources, including my annual
Listening Post.

In this year’s survey on do-
mestic issues, you provided ex-
cellent feedback and suggestions
for dealing with energy, trans-
portation, tax relief, legal re-
form, and more.

The largest number of re-
sponses came in support of tax
relief measures that, without con-
gressional action, are set to ex-
pire in 2011.

More than any other provi-
sion, the respondents said, re-
lief from the Marriage Penalty
was the item to preserve.

Permanent elimination of the
Death Tax, lower marginal tax
rates on all income brackets, and
maintenance of the higher child
tax credit were also heavily sup-
ported.

Gordon and Nancy, from Ri-
chardson, summed up their po-
sition on tax relief in this way:
“We don’t want this relief so
much for ourselves as we do for
our children and their children.

“We had hoped to leave them
with a better world than the one
we have now, or at least similar
to what we remember from our
growing up years.”

Other comments were short
and to the point. Lee, from Aus-
tin wrote:

“The alternative minimum
tax needs reform.”

“Eliminate the income tax
and IRS and institute a consump-
tion tax,” was the terse reply of
Stephen, of Highlands.

Dale, who lives in Flower
Mound, said he favored elimi-
nation of the Marriage penalty,
lower marginal tax rates, and the
higher child tax deduction, and
added, “I also want a balanced

Capitol
Comment

Kay Bailey
Hutchison

budget.”

Legal reform questions gen-
erated a large number of reac-
tions.

The greatest number ap-
proved prohibiting lawsuits
against gun manufacturers.
Medical liability and tort reform
drew many responses on both
sides. Fern, from Beaumont, ar-
gued, “Lawsuits and the threat
of lawsuits are the only way to
keep big business from putting
out bad products and taking ad-
vantage of the little guy.”

Carolynn, who hails from
Friendswood, had a different
take, saying she wants to see tort
reform to prevent frivolous law-
suits from driving up insurance
for doctors. “I lost my OB-GYN
for this reason, and he was the
best doctor I ever had,” she
wrote.Energy policy generated
many comments.

Most of you said the United
States should increase domestic
oil and gas drilling and produc-
tion, while nearly as many ar-
gued on behalf of renewable re-
sources.

Raising federal requirements
for fuel efficiency was much less
popular.

James, of Kilgore, said, “I
believe our tax dollars are
wasted on funding for solar and
wind energy.” John, of
Pflugerville, counters that he
wants,

“Massive emergency federal
funding research and develop-
ment of alternative energy
sources.

“ Get out of dependency on
foreign oil, NOW.”

William, from San Antonio,
speaks bluntly, “We have had
31 years since the OPEC oil em-
bargo of 1973 and still we have
no comprehensive energy
policy.

“ This is a disgrace.”

The final category of ques-
tions addressed our state’s trans-
portation needs. On a topic that
generated the most answers for
any single question in the sur-
vey, Texans wanted a fairer
share of the gasoline taxes paid
to build more roads. Raising
those excise taxes received the
lowest backing of any proposal
in the survey.

Almost as unpopular was the
suggestion of an alternative way
to finance highways through
methods such as tolls. Con-
versely, many agreed we should
increase funding for light rail
and mass transit.

Michael, a Dallas resident,
replied, “New taxes and tolls are
not the answer. Increasing effi-
ciency is...I, and everyone I
have spoken to, find it hard to
believe that there is no high-
speed rail system connecting
major Texas cities.”

Marc, from Houston, agrees
with half of what Michael says.
“Tolls are bad because they are
discriminatory,” he wrote. “Gas
taxes should be MUCH higher.”

Thomas, of Bryan notes, “I
do not believe gas taxes should
be raised.

However, getting people out
of their vehicles and onto mass
transit will be tough....I do not
really have an answer,”

With the help of your re-
sponses and other input from my
fellow Texans, we can work to-
gether to develop practical an-
SWers to these and many other
cha}lenges face our state and
nation.

I really appreciate the time

you took to weigh in...I am lis-
tening.
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Super sausages H.

Do you find that youre gro-
cery bill has been getting higher
lately? You bet we all have!

Have you found out why? No,
it’s not only because prices have
increased.

We are all guilty of buying
ready mixes, quick/partially
cooked or fully cooked products
in order to save time in meal
preparation.

Now that is not all bad, but
maybe you’d like to save some
money without a lot of planning
ahead.

Surprising how inexpensively
homemade mixes can be made
and stored. In the future, I'll
share some with you. Hope there
will be some you’d like to use.
Today: 3 versions of homemade
salami.

Homemade Salami

2 bs. lean ground beef, 1 cup
water, 1/4 tsp. onion powder,
1/2 tsp. garlic powder, Pepper-
corns to taste or 1/4 tsp., ground
black pepper, 1 tbsp. mustard
seed, 1 tbsp. liquid smoke, 2 1/
2 tbsp. Morton’s tender quick
or Meat cure salt.

Combine all ingredients and
mix gently. Shape into three
rolls, about 2 inches in diam-
eter. Wrap in Aluminum foil and
refrigerate 24 hours.

When ready to cook, pierce
the bottom foil on each roll sev-
eral times with a fork. Place
rolls, pierced side down on
broiler rack in broiler over two
to three cups of water. Bake in
preheated 325 degree oven for
90 minutes.

Slice and serve warm or cold.

Hamburger Salami

Goodies
From G.G.

Vada
Baldree

3 1bs ground beef, 1" Tbsp.
Mortons Tender Quick, 1 Tbsp
onion salt, 1 tbsp. garlic salt, 1
tbsp. pepper corns, 1 tbsp. mus-
tard seed.

Mix all ingredients thor-
oughly, store in refrigerator,
mixing thoroughly each day for
three days.

On fourth day, shape into
rolls of desired shape and size
and place on to of rack of broiler
pan.

Bake at 175 degrees on top
rack of oven for four hours,
turning after two hours.

Summer Sausage

2 lbs. extra lean ground
meat, 2 tbsps. Morton’s Tender
Quick, 1 cup water, 1 1/2 tsp.
liquid smoke, 3/4 tsp. garlic
powder, 1 tsp. mustard seed, 1
tsp. black pepper or pepper-
corns, crushed red pepper to
taste.

Using fingers, mix all ingre-
dients together until “mushy”.
Refrigerate 24 hours, covered.
Shape into 3 or 4 rolls. Bake on
rack, in pre-heated 300 degree
oven for one hour. Do not let
rolls touch against each other
while baking.

After cooking, wrap each roll
seperately and tightly in foil and
refrigerate. You may also freeze
for later use.

9:35 a.m., A man reported
sheep on Highway 693. The
owner was notified.

9:56 a.m., Railroad employee
reported three individuals
locked in one of the locomotive
engines. Chief Deputy Johnny
Fritter was dispatched to
Spofford. Deputy Fritter re-
ported there was no train near
Spofford. The Railroad em-
ployee was called back and he
stated that the train went into
Uvalde County. Deputy Fritter
was notified.

3:00 p.m., Nathan Luna, 20,
of Brackettville was arrested by
Deputy Ring for motion to re-
voke probated sentence of theft.
Luna was still being held when
the report was made.

11:15 p.m., A Val Verde dis-
patcher stated he had received a
call concerning an individual
sitting too close to incoming
traffic. Deputy Kenneth Freitag
was notified.

Tuesday, March 22

10:49 a.m., A woman stated
she had locked her keys in her
vehicle. Constable Bobby
Guidry was dispatched.

1:48 p.m., Sentry Security
reported an alarm sounding at a
residence on Highway 693.
Deputy Ron Ring was informed.

3:24 p.m., A man reported a
vehicle hauler was dragging it’s
ramp on Highway 131.

11:01 p.m., A woman re-
ported a wreckless driver driv-
ing a gold or tan dodge truck
heading west on Highway 90.
Val Verde police department was
notified.

Wednesday, March 23

2:25 a.m., A man stated he

Supression vs. control:
What’s the difference?

Lexington, Ky. (March 29,
2005) — Standing in the lawn
and garden department, a shop-
per has many choices in fire ant
control. One product claims
year-long control of the pest,
while the other claims year-long
suppression.

Because both products: work
for an‘entire year, it makes sense
to pick the cheaper one and
check out, right?

Not exactly. The language on
pest control products actually
corresponds to specific guide-
lines governed by U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(EPA). A subtle difference in
wording can mean a significant
difference in the amount of con-

- trol a product is promising to
provide.

Knowing what those differ-
ences mean will help home-own-
ers make a more informed deci-
sion when selecting a product.

For example, “control” and
“suppression” claims can be con-
fusing. Both suggest a degree of
effectiveness against the pest, but
clearly there is a defined differ-
ence between the two claims.

“To make any kind of fire ant
control claim, EPA requires a
product provide a minimum of
90 percent control for at least
30 days for mound treatments
and 60 days for broadcast treat-
ments,” says Dr. Bart Drees,
Texas Fire Ant Project director
at Texas A&M University
(TAMU) in College Station.
“Suppression claims are for
broadcast treatments only and
should provide 80 percent con-
trol for 60 days.

Sometimes 70 percent is ac-
ceptable if testing was done un-
der adverse conditions, but in
no case would less than 70 per-
cent be acceptable to make a
claim of suppression. Both
claims apply to a reduction in
new and existing mounds.”

Therefore, when selecting a
fire ant product, if it promises
“control”, a homeowner can ex-

pect a higher level of effective-
ness during a longer period than
with a product promising “sup-
pression”.

Over ‘n Out Fire Ant Killer®
(fipronil) is a pesticide showing
12-month control of fire ants,
meaning a homeowner can ex-
pect 90 percent reduction in fire
‘ant activity during the course'of
one year. Ortho” Max (bifen-
thrin) has shown suppression of
fire ants during a 12-month pe-
riod, meaning a homeowner can
expect 70 percent reduction in
fire ant activity during the
course of one year.

As a graph on the website
shows — composite data from
trials conducted by Texas Co-
operative Extension and USDA-
APHIS — the level of control the
two products provide during a
12-month period is significantly
different.

Because of the significant
drop in effectiveness over time,
EPA requested bifenthrin not

make claims of protecting lawns |

and preventing formation of new
mounds for 12 months, agree-
ing to accept claims of six-month
control and 12-month suppres-
sion pending further testing.
EPA also requested bifenthrin
not claim it “provides season-
long control protection” as ac-
cording to EPA, “a season is
usually 12 months”, meaning
data does not support season-
long control against fire ants.
If a fire ant product promises
control or suppression for a pe-
riod of time, it should reduce
activity and new mound forma-
tion by a bare minimum of 90
percent for claims of control and

70 percent for claims of suppres- |

sion.

aren’t living up to their claim.

Always reading a pesticide

label before using or purchas-

ing is important, but beyond just |

reading it, understanding the
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If products exhibit less than |
that, take it up with their manu- |
facturers, because it means they |

precise meaning behind the
wording allows homeowners to
be more informed about the
product. If a statement a prod-
uct makes is unclear, your local
extension agent can answer
questions.

Visit www.epa.gov or

fireant.tamu.edu for more/infor-:
mation on'the regulations’for: v

pesticide labeling.

thought he heard someone in his
yard. Deputy Freitag was in-
formed. .

9:47 p.m., An anomynmous
caller reported a wreckless
driver on Highway 90 east of
Brackettville. Deputy Ramon
Gutierrez was notified.

Thursday, March 24

4:46 p.m., Guy David Smith,
47, of Jermyn, Texas was ar-
rested by Constable Guidry and
Deputy Ring for probation/vio-
lation and failure to appear in
court. Smith was still being held
when the report was made.

5:45 p.m., A woman reported
a goat loose on Highway 90.
The owner was notified.

Friday, March 25

11:30 a.m., Rene Castro, 19,
of Del Rio, was arrested by
Trooper Ashley for a fugitive
warrant out of Val Verde
County. Castro was later re-
leased after posting a $2,500
bond.

8:00 p.m., A woman stated

another woman was harrassing
her inlaws and wanted a deputy
to go see her and see what the
problem was. She refused to
give her phone number.
Sunday, March 27

10:48 a.m., A man reported

that his black with green letter-

ol

KINNEY COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

ing 4 wheeler had been taken.
He also stated he already re-
ported it to the Eagle Pass
sheriff’s office. Deputy Manuel
Pena was advised.

10:48 a.m., A U.S. Border
Patrol agent stated he needed to
speak with a deputy concerning
an accident. He spoke with
Deputy Pena and Trooper Tony
Ashley was notified.

2:10 p,m., A woman reported
that she and other neighbors did
not have no water pressure. A
city employee was informed.

3:37 p.m., A man stated that

a man was fighting kids under
the Sycamore bridge on the Val
Verde County side. The Val
Verde police department was
notified.

6:45 p.m., A woman stated
that a gray van ran over her dog.
Deputy Freitag was informed.
Deputy Freitag went to a local
trailer park and requested
Deputy Pena’s assistance.

9:35 p.m., A woman reported
underage drivers driving
wrecklessly in a red Ford SUV
on Brown Street. Deputy Freitag
was dispatched.

Use Your Tax Refund

To Buy Your Home

* FHA, VA, Conventional

» Permanent and Interim Construction Loans
» Home Equity Loans ;
e Refinancing and Home Improvements

Call Today For A FREE
Qualification

AMISTAD MORTGAGE

778.-2528
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Are you eligible

for tax relief?

-

disabled

bring to your hearing.

&  Homestead exemptions

Pick up a free copy of our pamphiet

"Texas
Property
Taxes:

Taxpayers’ Rights,
Remedies and Responsibilities”

Learn about property tax relief available to you through:

s Disabled veteran exemptions
e Productivity appraisal for farm, ranch and timber land

v Tax deferrals for homeowners aged 65 and older or

« You'll learn how your property is appraised, 50 you can
decide if the appraisal district's value is reasonable. And if
you decide itisn't, Remedies will tell you how to prepare an
appeal to the appraisal review board.

« You'll fearn the kinds of protests the appraisal review
board can hear—and what kind of evidence you need to

« Key dates are listed, so you'll know what you must do and

when you're required to act.

Remedies is free. Spanish and

large-type versions are also available.
Ask for yours today at

KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377
830-563-2323

ore-mail: ptd.cpa@cpa.state.tx.us

or write to: Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhorn
Property Tax Division
P.O.Box 13528
Austin, TX 78711-3528

or call: 1-800-252-9121

or on the Web at:
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.htmi

i“La valoracion
productiva” puede

reducir los impuestos
de su terreno agricola,
ganadero o maderero!

POF Corren,

una copia gratis de

La ley de Texas permite a los granjeros, rancheros y madereros pagar
sus impuestos de propiedad basandose en “la valoracién productiva”
del terrenc calificado—o sea en su habilidad de producir cosecha,
ganado o madera—y no de su valor en el mercado actual, Y esto Je
puede ahotrar en sus impuestos de propledad. .

iCual es la fecha limite?

Si su terreno nunca ha tenido una valoradidn productiva, o si Ud, es
nuevo duedio, debe solicitaria a su distrito de valoradones antes del
dia 30 de abril, para redbir e benefido en sus impuestos de propiedad
del 2005, Puede recibir hasta 60 dias mds si tiene una buena razin y
si solicita el tiempo adicional antes del 30 de abril. Sise pasa de
esta fecha, es posible que todavia la pueda obtener, pero pagara una
multa. Pregunte en fa oficina de su distrito de valoradiones.

¢{Debo solicitarla cada afo?

Por lo general, si su propiedad ya recbe una valoracién produc:
tiva agricola o maderera, no hay necesidad de pedir una nueva cada
afio—al menos que se lo pida su jefe de valoradones, Si se requiere
una solicitud nueva, ef distrito de valoraciones le mandara un aviso

Para mas informacion, llame o visite:

KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377
830-563-2323

Con mucho gusto contestaremos a sus preguntas y le proporcionaremos

“Impuestos Sobre la Propiedad en Texas:
Derechos, Recursos y Responsabilidades
del Contribuyente de Impuestos”

0 escriba a:

Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhom
Property Tax Division
P.O. Box 13528
Austin, TX 78711-3528

6 llame: 1-800-252-9121

6 en laWeb: www.window.state.tx.us/t

axinfo/proptax/proptax.html
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Attorney General Abbott settles dispute
over Blockbuster’s No Late Fees Program

AUSTIN, TX - Texas Attor-
ney General Greg Abbott today
announced an agreement with
Dallas-based Blockbuster to
settle allegations that the video
anfi game rental company de-
ceived consumers ‘in the adver-
tising of its “No Late Fees” pro-
gram. :

Attorney General Abbott al-
leged Blockbuster’s advertising
campaign failed to clearly dis-
close that a consumer who
rented a video or game from
Blockbuster and kept it out more
than seven days after its due date
would be charged the selling
price of the video or game.

If the consumer later wanted
to return the item, he would be
charged a “restocking” fee of at
least $1.25.

Abbott also alleged Block-
buster didn’t sufficiently disclose
that the “No Late Fees” program
was offered only at participat-
ing stores — a fact that caused
some customers to rent items
under the false impression they
would not have to pay late fees.

“Advertisers may not use
catchy slogans if those slogans
are misleading,” Attorney Gen-
eral Abbott said. ]

“Blockbuster’s ‘No Late Fees’
program wasn’t what it claimed
to be, and this settlement en-
sures that the company will fully

disclose to Texas consumers the
complete terms and conditions
attached to the offer.”

Blockbuster, which has more
than 500 stores across Texas,
began advertising its “No Late
Fees” promotion on television
and radio and in stores in De-
cember 2004.

Under the terms of the settle-
ment with Texas and 46 other
states, Blockbuster agreed to
fully disclose in future advertis-
ing the existence of “restock-
ing” fees or other charges asso-
ciated with a rental that has been
converted to a sale.

In addition, Blockbuster has
agreed that its Web site and
stores will prominently display
the terms of its return policy and
applicable charges if a video or
game is not returned. Any cur-
rent “No Late Fees” signs in
company-owned stores must be
removed, and participating fran-
chise stores will be asked to do
the same.

Blockbuster also promised to
provide a full refund or credit
for any rental item that was con-
verted to a sale under the “No
Late Fees” program upon the
return in good condition of the
items rented.

The company will also give
refunds of “restocking” fees.

Customers who believe they

are entitled to a refund may ob-
tain complaint forms at com-
pany-owned stores and partici-
pating franchise stores or by
writing Blockbuster at 1201
Elm Street, Suite 2100, Dallas,
TX 75270, Attention: Mr. Steve
Krumholz, Sr. Vice President.

A refund request must be sub-
mitted by April 28, 2005, or
within seven days of discover-
ing that late fees were being
charged.

To be eligible for a refund,
customers must have rented the
product after December 31,
2004.

Customers who have a claim
against a nonparticipating fran-
chise store that failed to indicate
it was not participating in the
“No Late Fee” program will be
reimbursed with Blockbuster
rental coupons.

Of the roughly 500 Block-
buster stores in Texas, more than
400 are participating in the “No
Late Fees” program.

As a courtesy, the Attorney
General’s Office is providing a
copy of Blockbuster’s complaint
form on its Web site at
WWW.0ag.state.tx.us.

However, customers are re-
sponsible to submit the com-
pleted form in person at a Block-
buster store, or by mail at the
address above.

SPRING CLEANING

U.S. Air Force photos by Air-
man Ist Class Olufemi Owolabi
Top Photo: Chief Master Sgt.
Ron Prothro, 47th Mission
Support Group, helps get rid
of weeds at the Seminole In-
dian Scout Cemetery during
a clean-up session March 18.
Bottom Photo: Airman 1st
Class Oscar Vargas, 47th
Communications Squadron,
picks dirt and cleans up a
grave at the Seminole Cem-
etery March 18. More than
15 Laughlin members volun-
teered for the clean up.

2005 Galveston historic homes tour set

GALVESTON - Galveston
Historical Foundation will host
the 31* Annual Galveston His-
toric Homes Tour during the
first two weekends in May 7, 8
and 14 and 15 of May.

Participants will be able to
view as many as 12 of the
island’s architecturally and his-
torically significant private
homes, from the wildly extrava-
gant and romantic 1887 Landes
“Castle” to a recent elaboration
built around a vernacular 1928
rental cottage, with a range of
age and opulence represented in
between.

From castle to cottages,
guests will be escorted through
these 19" and 20" century homes
!/ by knowledgeable volunteers
i/ and will\experience an.intimate
view of the richness of
Galveston’s architectural heri-
tage and way of life, both past
and present.

The Galveston Historic
Homes Tour will begin with a
Champagne Evening Tour on
Friday, May 6. From 5:30 to 9
p.m., guests will sip champagne,
feast on sumptuous hors
d’oeuvres and enjoy live music
by Sparky Koerner’s Jazz Ex-
press, as they tour four homes
in the heart of the Silk Stocking
Historic District.

The Champagne Evening
Tour is a special block party and
viewing opportunity for anyone
who wants to enjoy even more
historic homes than are on the
regular tour, with music, food,
drink and pleasant company.
Only one of the Champagne
Tour homes will be open dur-
ing the regular Homes Tour.
New Events at Galveston His-
toric Homes Tour 2005:

This year’s Homes Tour will
include Linen and Lace: a Moth-
ers’ Day Champagne Brunch and
Fashion Show. Mothers and
their guests can begin Homes
Tour Sunday, May 8, from 10
a.m. to 12 noon, with a cele-
bratory Champagne Brunch_ at
the historic Garten Verein,
Galveston’s unique 1880 German
dancing pavilion at 2704 Av-
enue O.

After brunch, a fashion show
will feature Victorian costumes
provided by Peggy Wardell of
Peggy’s Victorian Corner and
spring/summer wear from

Chico’s, one of the Strand’s new-
est boutiques.

Linen and/or lace are the pre-
ferred attire for this kick-off to
Mothers’ Day and the Homes
Tour. Another new program this
year is the Sea Adventure Day
Camp at the Texas Seaport Mu-
seum, offered by GHF’s educa-
tion department, featuring the
1877 tall ship ELISSA and other
nearby historic attractions.

Designed to be as, fast-paced
and entertaining as it is enrich-
ing and educational, Day Camp
hours are: Saturday, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 6
p.m. Parents who find their chil-
dren less than enthralled with
historic homes now have an al-
ternative, fun-filled activity to
offer their offsprings « :

Also new this year will be
Shuttle Bus Service offered by
Galveston Island Tours during
all four days of Homes Tour.

‘While many of the homes are
within walking distance of one
another, tour visitors have al-
ways been responsible for their
own transportation to farther-
flung sites.

This year they need park only
once, and be driven in air-con-
ditioned comfort with a knowl-
edgeable coordinator to answer
questions and impart Galveston
lore. The shuttle bus service,
which costs $10 and covers all
four days of the tour, is op-
tional. Homes tour ticket hold-
ers who prefer to use their own
vehicles may still do so.

Homes tour ticket holders
can also enjoy several Galveston
museums and places of interest
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Tickets are only valid|MISS CONGENIALITY
on the date printed on|(PG13) No Passes 1105 150
the ticket. No child |445 730 1030
under 6 will be  |GUESS WHO (PG13) No
admitted to any R |paggeq 1210 245 520 755
feature after 6 p.m. | 0,0
SIN CITY (R) No Passes| THE RING TWO (PG13) 1135
120 415 710 1005 220 505 750 1035
BEAUTY SHOP (PG13)|ROBOTS (PG) 1215 235 455
No Passes 1140 210 450|715 940
725 1000 HOSTAGE (R) 705 945
ICE PRINCESS (G) 1200| THE PACIFIER (PG) 1130

for free or reduced rates on May
7, 8, 14 and 15.

Homes Tour tickets will pro-
vide admission for $3 to the 1838
Michel B. Menard House, 1605
33 Street; for FREE to the tall
ship ELISSA and Texas Seaport
Museum, Pier 21; for FREE to
the 1921 Galveston County His-
torical Museum; for $3 to the
1859 Ashton Villa, 2328 Broad-
way, where the current exhibit:
Something Borrowed, Some-
thing Blue: Weddings at Ashton
Villa, 1884, 1916, focuses on the
historic weddings of Matilda Ella
Brown and her daughter Matilda
Alice Sweeney; and for FREE to
the 1839 Samuel May Williams
House, 3601 Avenue P, where
the current exhibit: Galveston.

' Arehitecture, A Sharfed Legacy:

Black and White Photos by Ellen

Beasley, is also open to Homes
Tour ticket holders. Tickets for
the 2005 Galveston Historic
Homies Tour are $15 in advance
and $20 the days of the event.
Tickets for the 2005 Cham-
pagne Evening Preview Tour are
$60 and tickets to the Mothers’
Day Champagne Brunch are $45;
each includes a weekend tour
ticket. Reservations for the Sea
Adventure Children’s Day Camp
are $30 per day. Galveston Is-
land Tours shuttle service costs
$10 per person and covers all
four days of the tour. :
Tickets may be purchased in
advance by calling Galveston
Historical Foundation at (409)
762-3933 or visiting the website

galvestonhistory.org for more

details,.a list:of houses included
in this year’s tour, and prices.

Don't get hit with a penalty!
“Render” your taxable
property by April 15th.

A“rendition” is a report to the appraisal district that lists all the
taxable property you owned or controlled on January 1st of

this year.

Who must file a rendition?
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Reconnective Healing®

Experience healing beyond anything you've
rea%e about, thought about, dreamed about.

Reconnective Frequencies... o
« Connect us to the natural energy gridlines
« Enable spiritual and evolutionary advancement
 Enhance and fuel renewal functions of the body
« Increase vibratory levels for healing & development

f Y ife « Schedule Your Appointment Today
Genie Robinson, Practitioner: 563-9191

The

You must file a rendition if you own tangible personal
property that is used to produce income—such as the
inventory and equipment used by a business. if you ren-
der fate, don't render or file an incomplete or false rendi-
tion, a 10% to 50% penalty may be imposed.

Are there any advantages to you?
The advantages of filing a rendition are:

W You give your opinion of your property’s value. The
appraisal district must notify you in writing of any value
change and explain how you can protest that value to the
appraisal review board. '

You record your correct mailing address so your tax bills will
go to the right address. If your bill is mailed to the wrong
address, the Jaw still holds you responsible for paying your
taxes on time or paying extra charges for late payments.

You can also file a “report of decreased value” to notify
the appraisal district of significant depreciation of the
value of your property in 2004. The district will look at
your property before assigning a value in 2005,

What’s the deadline?

The last day for filing 2005 renditions is Aprit 15. You can
get an automatic extension to May 15 if you ask for it
in writing on or before the April 15 deadline. The chief
appraiser may grant an additional 15 days after May 15
for an owner who shows good cause in writing,

Where do you file?

File renditions with your local appraisai district at:
KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377
830-563-2323
For more information, stop by your appraisal district and pick up
“Texas Property Taxes: Taxpayers’
Rights, Remedies and Responsibilities”
Or contact:
Texas Comptrolier Carole Keeton Strayhomn
Property Tax Division
P.O. Box 13528
Austin, TX 78711-3528
or call: 1-800-252-9121

or on the Web at:
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.html

iCuidese de las multas!
‘Presente” su propiedad
antes del 15 de abril.

lina “dedaracion de propiedad” es un reporte para el distrito de valo{adones
en donde Ud, enlista toda la propiedad que poseyé o controld el dia 1° de
epero de este aio. )

;Quién debe hacer una
declaracion de propiedad?

Debe hacer una declaracién de propiedad si Ud. es duefc y gana ingresos de
una propiedad personal—por ejemplo, el inventario y equipo utilizade en un
negocio, Si usted no dedlara a tiempo, o si presenta una delaracdion incompleta
o falsa, se le puede imponer una multa de un 10 hasta un 50 por dente.

;Que ventajas me da?
Las ventajas de hacer una declaracidn de propledad son:

Ud. registra su opiniéiv sobre la valoracién de su propiedad. Ei distrito
debe avisarle por escrito y explicarle como protestar el nueva valor y el
cambio ante su junta de revision.

2

= Registra su direccién correcta para que e puedan mandar sus tarifas de
impuestos, Segiin fa ley, Ud. es responsable por pagar sus impuestos sin
demora o de pagar cualquier multa que resulte por haberlos pagado
tarde—aunque la tazifa se haya mandado a una direccidn equivocada.

- También puede someter un “reporte de valoraddn disminuida” para
avisar al distrito de cualquier reducddn significativa en fa valoradn
de su propiedad en el 2003. El distrito examinara su propiedad antes de
designarle un valor en el 2004,

;Cual es la fecha limite?

Ef 15 de abril es el ditimo dia para mandar sus dedaraciones para el 2005.
Puede obtener una extension automdtica hasta el 15 de mayo si fa pide
por esaito en o antes del 15 de abril. El jefe de valoracidn/tasacion puede
extender su plaze otros 15 dias despues del 15 de mayo si usted puede mostrar
una razon justificada para la extension,

;Dénde hago mi declaracion?

Haga su dedlaracién con su distrito local de valoradones en:
KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377
830-563-2323
ara mds informacion, visite su distrito de valoracién y obtenga una copia de
*Impuestos Sobre la Propiedad en Texas:
Derechos, Recursos y Responsabilidades
del Contribuyente de Impuestos®
6 escriba a:
Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhorn
Property Tax Division
P.O. Box 13528
Austin, TX 78711-3528

6 llame: 1-800-252-9121

6 en la Web: www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.html
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Varsity girls leav

The Varsity girls placed 2nd
out of 17 schools in the Carrizo
Springs track meet Thursday,
March 24. Team standings were
Devine (133), Brackett (116),
Jourdanton (79), Carrizo
Springs (69), Pearsall (55), and
Uvalde (51). .

The 400 relay team (Anolda
Watkins, Rachel Swinson,
Brandy Smith and Vanessa Wil-
liams) placed 4th with a time of
53.1. The 800 relay team
(Watkins, Daphne Hunt,
Courtney Frerich and Bianca
Stewart) placed 3rd with a time
of 1:53.7. The 1600 relay team
(Stewart, Hunt, Frerich, and
Swinson) pulled together for a
time of 4:16.2 taking 1st place.

In the 3200 m. run Juliann
Ashabranner took 2nd (13:12.1)
and Gabby Schroeder took 3rd
(13:24.7). In the 800 m. run
Hunt placed 2nd (2:29.6) and
Ashley Castillo placed 6th
(2:48.1). ,

In the 400 m. dash Swinson
with a time of 62.7 took 1st and
Stewart took 4th with a time of
66.6. Frerich ran a 49.9 in the
High hurdles taking 4th place.
Watkins ran a 28.1 in the 200
m. dash placing 4th.

e tracks in Carrizo Springs

” " to v Pa

Julie Castillo caught in action while competing during the long
jump at the Carrizo Springs meet.

Ashabranner again took 1st
place in the 1600 m. run with a
time of 5:52.8 while Schroeder
placed 4th (6:16.0) and A.
Castillo placed 5th (6:33.2).

In the field events, Frerich
placed 1st with a 5’ high jump
and Emily Valenzuelahad a4’6”
high jump taking 5th place.

In Junior varsity, Lauren
Cornelius was the only one to
place taking the 6th place in the
400 m. dash with a time of
1RIHECE

The girls track team will be
competing in Rocksprings to-
day, with District in LaPryor on
Friday, April 8.

Junior High heads to Rocksprings for meet

The Junior High girls track
team gladly took second place
during the Rocksprings meet
held on March 23.

The 400 relay team (Ashley
Resendez, Katie Braesicke,
Becca Mann and Brook Gose)
placed second with a time of
58.3.

The 800 relay team (Gose,
Braesicke, Harmony Pettett and
Samantha Moore) had a time of
1:59.6, good enough for first
place. 1600 relay team
(Resendez, Brasicke, Gose and
Moore) took second with a time

of 4:55.06.

Harmony Pettett placed first
in both the 1600 m (6:38.0) and
the 2400 m (10:26.1) and
Brianna Escamilla took third
(10:56.9) in the 2400 m.

Mann took third in the high
hurdles with a time of 19.5
while Nena Molinar placed
Fourth (19.9).

Lela Molinar had a time of
3:02 in the 800 m run, good
enough for fifth place.

In the 400 m run, Cheyene
Billings took fifth (75.4) and L.
Molinar sixth (75.6).

Mann placed second (58.3) in
the intermediate hurdles. Moore
placed second (29.7) in the 200
m dash.

In the field events, Ivy Garcia
threw a 30°7” in the shot put get-
ting third place and Bianca
Martinez took fourth with 229’9
1/2” throw.

In discus, Martinez threw
67°2” getting third place.

Pettett placed 5th with a jump
26’4 1/2” for the triple jump.
Moore placed fourth in the long
jump (12’ 3/4”) and placed third
in the high jump (4°2”).

Pearsall hosts Pioneer Days

PEARSALL, TEXAS - The
Frio Pioneer Jail Museum Asso-
ciation announces its 8th An-
nual Pioneer Day Celebration,
Saturday, April 9.

This years event will feature
the western artwork of local
sculptor, Mr. James Deutsch.
~-+Mr..Robert Stevens,, histori-
cal author, will be making a pre-
sentation of memorabilia be-
longing to former Pearsall Sher-
iff and Texas Ranger Walter
Durbin. Durbin’s notorious
claim to fame is the 1894 kill of
then newspaper editor A. W.
“Will” Carter, in Gabe Hahns
Saloon.

Several ‘items belonging to
Durbin will be presented to the
museum by Stevens.

Stevens authored the book

Walter Durbin Texas Ranger &
Sheriff.

Also providing a point of in-
terest will be the chuckwagon of
Art and Judy Berry.

He will be cooking camp-
style and providing samples of
western style cooking through-
out the day. 43

We encourage competition in
the bean cook-off and our salsa
contest. This has been a popu-
lar activity and we are looking
for some excellent entries once
again this year.

The Walker Schulz band will
perform country swing music
and Missy y Exspresion will end
the day of entertainment.

We will have demonstra-
tions, vendors, food booths.
dominoes, petting zoo, cake

2005 Potato Fest in
Pearsal May 13, 14

This year, the Potato Fest is
May 13 and 14 and we are happy
to announce the 2005 Potato
Fest has been moved to the new
Comino Real Regional Park in
Pearsall on Interstate Highway
35.

The new Frio County park
has a covered pavilion for the
bands who will be entertaining
this year, cinder block booth
spaces provide a variety of arts
and crafts, food and drink
booths, two volleyball nets for
our volleyball tournament, a
basketball court for our 3-on-3
basketball tournament and pits
for Washer Pitchin’.

The new park provides ample

American Cancer Society Camp
Discovery looking for volunteers

AUSTIN, TEXAS — You'll
be amazed at what kids with
cancer can do!

Every summer approximately
135 kids and 100 adult volun-
teers spend a week at Camp Dis-
covery having fun, learning new
things and growing and devel-
oping as people.

Would you like to join in on
the fun?

The American Cancer Soci-
ety is looking for 100 volunteers
to serve as counselors and medi-
cal staff for its summer camp to
be held July 17-23.

The camp is held at the beau-
tiful Lions Camp located in the
heart of the Texas hill country
in Kerrville, approximately 50
miles northwest of San Antonio.

The purpose of the camp is

space for the Potato Fest Car
Show, Moore’s Greater Shows
(our Carnival again this year),
Chuckwagon Cook Off and CASI
sanctioned Chili Cook Off for
this year.

There will also be a 5K Run
with a variety of age categories
and Potato Sack Races on Sat-
urday.

Information about the Potato
Fest and its events can be ob-
tained from the Pearsall Cham-
ber of Commerce by calling 830-
334-9414, or writing to us at 317
South Oak, Pearsall, Texas
78061, our fax is 830-334-3318
or email us at pearsall@
granderiver.net.

to provide children with cancer

a fun, relaxed natural environ- |
ment where they can learn new |

things.

Volunteers must be at age 19
or older with prior experience !

preferred.

For more information or to

request a volunteer application,
please call Phyllis Caron at 512-

919-1910 or email Phyllis !

.caron@cancer.org.

walk, a pig scramble for the kids,
and our auction of donated
items.

Come join us.at the Pioneer
Jail Museum Association’s 8th
Annual Pioneer Day celebration,
Saturday, April 9, on the
grounds of the Pioneer Jail Mu-
seum. } : itats
For information contact Rob-
ert Gorhum, 334-4181.

jump competition.

Above: Brand Wylie and Cody Edwards during
the hand off of the 400 m relay. The relay team
ultimately took the bronze metal. Right: Rachel
Swinson reaches for the sky during the long .

Photos by Pam Hale

Tigers even up baseball record

The Brackett Tigers baseball
team have an early season record
of 4-4 with a 1-0 district record
with an 11-4 win over Com-
stock on 3-22.

Leading the way offensively

are Freshman Catcher Travis
Bonner with a batting average
of .363, Senior Pitcher/First
Base Kody Yeager with an av-
erage of .333, and Junior Short
Stop Robert Sanchez with an

average of .322.

Pitching has been strong with
Seniors Anthony Munoz and
Kody Yeager as well as Junior
Leon Woolsey are leading the
way.

DPS needs your help finding Teresa
Barnett, missing from Marshall

The DPS Missing Persons
Clearinghouse is focusing its
Project FindME spotlight on
Teresa Lanette Barnett this
month.

Foul play is suspected in her
case, and DPS needs your help
to find her and anyone respon-
sible for her disappearance.

“Even the smallest bit of in-
formation regarding Teresa
Barnett’s disappearance could
help investigators solve: this
case,” said DPS Director Col.
Thomas Davis Jr.

Teresa was last seen in
Marshall, Texas, on Aug. 7,
1987.

She went missing at about
10:30 a.m. in the Eckerd’s park-
ing lot off of Highway 59.

Her vehicle was later found
unlocked and abandoned in the

,same- parking lot. r bib 2
o Her purse was subsequently

found beside a roadway ap-
proximately three miles away.

A variety of homestead
exemptions could lower
your property taxes!

tions,

A homestead exemption lowers the property taxes on your home
by lowering its taxable value. If your home is valued at $50,000
and you receive a $15,000 homestead exemption, your home will
be taxed as if it were worth $35,000. >

Who qualifies for an exemption?

Anyone who owns a home on January 1 and uses it as a primary
residence on that date is entitled to a $15,000 homestead exemp-
tion to lower school taxes this year..and it doesn’t matter if your
home is a house, condominium or mobile home, Counties, cities
and special taxing districts may also offer homestead exemp-

Are other exemptions available?

if you're disabled-or if you're 65 years old or older—you are
entitted fo an additional $10,000 school tax exemption on your
home. And if you qualify for the over-65 or disabled exemption,
you're also entitled to a permanent, locked-in “ceifing” on the
school property taxes on your home. (The county, city or junior
coliege may adopt a tax ceiling to lock in 2005 taxes as the
highest amount for 65 and older or disabled homeowners.) The
over-65 homeowner's school {ax ceiling transfers to the surviving
spouse, if the spouse is 55 years of a%a or older at the time of
death and lives in and owns the home.

owners (or their surviving spouses 55 years of age or older) also
may transfer the percentage of school tax paid, based on their
former home's school tax ceiling, to & new home.

he age 66 or older home-

Do | have to apply each year?

: No. if you had a homestead exemption on your home in 2004, |
| you won't need to reapply for 2005 unless your chief appraiser
requires it. However, if you haven' received an exemption on your
present home--or if you've moved to a new home-you'll need to

. file for an exemption for 2008, If you are 65 this year, you may file

| disabled person's exemption.

need more time, contact us at:

for the age 85 or older exemption up o one year after the date you
turned 65. And if you became disabied, you need to file for the

When and where should | file?

i File applications by April 30 at your appraisal district office. if you

KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377

BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377

830-563-2323

For more information, stop in or call for a free copy of
“Texas Property Taxes: Taxpayers'

Rights, Remedies and Responsibilities”

Or contact:

The American Cancer Soci-

ety is dedicated to eliminating
cancer as a major health prob-
lem by saving lives, diminish-

ing suffering and preventing

cancer through research, educa-
tion, advocacy and service.
For more information any-
time, call toll free 1-800-ACS-
2345 or visit www.cancer.org.

Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhorn
Property Tax Division
P.O. Box 13528

Austin, TX 78711-3528

or call; 1-800-252-9121

or on the Web at:
www.window.state.bx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.htmi

Teresa Barnett, missing
since Aug. 7, 1987.

Teresa’s birthday is Oct. 28,
1956, and she would be 49 this
year.

She. is described. as.a 5-foot-

“2-inch white woman,, weighing
100 pounds. She has blonde hair
and blue eyes, a small scar above

the right side of her lip, and
pierced ears.

She also wears glasses. At the
time of her disappearance, she
was 30-years old.

DPS encourages anyone with
information about this case to
call the nearest DPS Special
Crimes office or the Missing
Persons Clearinghouse at 1-800-
346-3243.

Individuals could earn up to
a $1,000 reward for information
leading to the arrest and ‘indict-
ment of person(s) criminally in-
volved in the disappearance of
Teresa Barnett.

The Project FindME list can
be found on the DPS website at
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/
mpch/findme/Otenspot.htm.

Media representatives who
want to learn more about
Teresa’s,case should.contact the

local investigating, agency,,the

Marshall Police Department, at
903-935-4575.

iVarias exenciones de
residencia pueden rebajar
s impuestos de propiedad!

3 exencion de residencia reduce sus impuestos de propiedad, Por
mplo, si su residencia tiene un valor de $50,000 y Ud. recibe una
neion de $15,000, sus impuestos se calcularan como si el valor de

-esidencia fuera de $35,000.

;Quién califica para una exencion?

iiquier duefio de una residencia principal el dia 1° de enero tiena
echo a una exencion de residencia de $15,000 este aio para reba-
sus impuestos escolares,.. ¥ no Importa si fa residencia es casa, con-
ninio o casa movil. {Los condados, municipios y distritos especiales
impuestos tamblen pueden ofrecer exenciones de residencia,}

;Hay otras exenciones?

Jd. es incapacitado~-o si tiene 65 afos o mas-—tiens derecho a
1 exencion adicional de $10,000 en sus impuestos escolares de
piedad. Y si Ud. califica para la exencién de 65 afos de edad o mas
std incapacitado, tambien tiene derecho a un "tope" permanente
sus impuestos escolares de residencia. El condado, la ciudad o una
versidad de dos ailos también puede adoptar un tope de impues-
en los impuestos del 2005 como la cantidad mas grande para los
wios de hogar de 65 afios o mds o incapacitados. La exencién para
que ya cumplieron 65 afios ¢ mas y ef tope miximo se pueden
asferir al esposo/esposa sobreviviente si el o ella tiene 55 6 mas
15 de edad y es duedio/duena de Ia casa en donde vive, Los duefios
65-0 mas anos de edad {o su esposola) sobreviviente de 55 anos
edad mas) también pueden transferir el porcentaje del impuesto
olar pagado, en base al tope de su casa pasada, a su nueva casa,

iDebo solicitarla cada aio?

5i Ud. recibit una exencién de residencia en ef 2004, no hay nece-

xcl de solicitarla de nuevo en el 2005—al me
raloraciones. Sin embargo, si no ha recibid
icia actual—o si ha cambiado de domicilio ta
ncién para el 2005, Si cumple 65 aios durante
afio de esa fecha para solicitar una nueva exe
itado, tendra que solicitar Ia exencién de per

nos que se lo pida su jefe
O Una exencidn en su resi-
ndré que solicitar una
este ano, tiene hasta
ncién. Si resultd fnca-
sonas incapacitadas.

¢Donde y cuando debo
solicitar mis exenciones?

e presentar su solicitud en Ia ofici
iantes del dia 30 de abril. Si nece
£oNntacto con nosotros antes:

na ioa’l dgl distrito de valoracio-
sita mas tiempo, puede ponerse

KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377

3
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Water district accused of ignoring its own rules

B Continued from Page 1

“The only exception to this
unwritten rule is a select few cur-
rent board members, former
board members and their rela-
tives,” Terrill claims.

Jim McDaniel farms in the
water-rich Pinto Valley.
McDaniel has an artesian well
capable of pumping 1000 gal-
lons a minute.

Branded a water marketer,
McDaniel has been right smack
in the middle of the water con-
troversy from the very begin-
ning.

He says he does not have any
plans to stop farming in the near
future, but at the same time he
admits that if he chooses to quit
farming at some point, he wants
the right to do what he ‘wishes
with his water so long as he does
not harm his neighbors.

The board voted to cut
McDaniel’s permit for existing
use by about a third and his his-
toric use 61 percent. In the end,
he was permitted 1308 acre-feet.

“I can still probably get by
in a wet year,” McDaniel says,
“but in a dry year I’m dead. I’ll
get to June and then I’ll have to
get on my knees in front of this
board to ask for more water so I
can finish out my crop.”

For the past 18 years,
McDaniel has also leased the
Gilbert Woodward family farm
which overlies the Edwards Trin-
ity and Austin Chaulk aquifers.
The absentee landowner asked
McDaniel to handle his permit
application.

McDaniel hired an attorney
to assist him with the permitting
process on his own farm, in part
because he had to prove up use
on artesian wells. He did not hire
an attorney for the Woodward
permit because it was much
more straightforward in that he
had electric records to use as
proof.

He submitted all of those
records to Walthour, and
Walthour proposed a figure with
which McDaniel agreed. It was
this amount of water that he ap-

plied for in the Woodward per-
mit.

2iL The permit was protested, but
when-it came time for the actual
hearing, no one showed up to
testify against it, thus no evi-
dence was documented against
this particular permit. Still, the
board voted to cut the historic
use permit for the Edwards Trin-
ity portion of the permit by 30
percent. 3

Zack Davis purchased his
400-acre farm in Pinto Valley in

1988. He says the most impres-

sive attribute of the property was
the water. He has artesian wells
that are capable of pumping
1900 gallons a minute.

Davis is a stock farmer. He
runs cattle, sheep and goats on
small irrigated oat fields, and
during the summer he raises
hay. He is 2:50 one of the land-
owners in Kinney County who
has considered marketing his
water.

“I have to look at my op-
tions,” Davis remarks. “What’s
the most productive use of this
resource? Is it more productive
for me to fight coyotes so that I
can raise lambs, or is it more
profitable to put this water in a
pipe and sell it to the city?

“I feel it is my property right
to do what I will with my water
as long as I don’t harm my
neighbors ... whether I put it on
this field and market a crop or I
put it in a pipeline and sell it to
City o Xes 5

That line of thinking appears
to have worked against him in
the permitting process. Davis
claimed 2501 acre-feet of his-
toric use. Walthour recom-
mended 1725 acre-feet, and the
board ultimately permitted 593
acre-feet.

There were numerous others,
like Hayden and Doris Haby,
who were only. permitted about
28 percent of the amount
Walthour recommended.

The Texas Water Develop-
ment Board determined that
69,000 acre-feet of annual re-
charge are available in Kinney
County.

That number, however, fails
to take into account the under-
flow coming from Edwards
County to the north. Terrill
charges that the board pur-
posely chose to disregard this
significant source of water, the
underflow, because they didn’t
want that water to be available
for historic use.

The non-water marketers and
the environmental activists, the
side with which most board

members appear to be aligned,
contend there is significantly
less water available because the
69,000 acre-feet fails to take into
account the amount of water nec-
essary for adequate spring flow.
Some of those board members
cite a figure in an old Soil Con-
servation Service study which
indicated that no more than
15,000 acre-feet of water were
ever used for irrigation purposes
in Kinney County during the de-
fined historic use period.

Terrill calls the suggestion
“ludicrous. ”

“What they’re relying upon
is self-reported data and random
observations by government
employees making visual inspec-
tions,” Terrill comments.
“There was no district in place
at the time, there was no report-
ing requirement, no metering,
there was no reason for people
to keep track of how much wa-
ter was used because there was
no regulatory authority.”

Terrill insists that the board’s
use of such sketchy information
as a basis for restricting historic
use permits means either “igno-
rance of the rules or willful dis-
regard for those rules.”

Disregard for the board’s own
rules is only one of many com-
plaints voiced by the landown-
ers here.

Numerous complaints have
been filed with the Attorney
General’s office, along with sev-
eral allegations of open records
violations.

After listening to the district’s
audio tapes of a December 10
board meeting, Terrill made an
open records request to the
district’s general manager,
Darlene Shahan, for a copy of
the tape. He has yet to receive
it.

“The reason that tape has not
been produced is because it
shows a clear violation of the
district’s rules,” Terrill charges.

During that meeting, he says,
the district’s president, Don
Hood, made a motion to con-
tinue the final hearings until
March. The final hearing is

when an applicant finds out how
much water the board is willing
to permit. .

“The president said he
needed to know the total amount
asked for by all the permit ap-
plicants before he could make a
decision on how much to per-
mit each individual,” Terrill
says. “That is completely irrel-
evant to the permitting process.
The only thing that is relevant
is whether groundwater was
used during the historic period

for a beneficial purpose and, if -

S0, in what amount. What other
people were permitted is irrel-
evant.

The district’s lawyer told
them in the meeting that it was
irrelevant.

“That discussion is on the
tape, but now I can’t get the tape.
I know it exists. I heard it with
my own ears.”

Adopting Hood’s motion to
extend all hearings until March,
Terrill adds, also meant the
board was no longer in compli-
ance with Chapter 36 of the
Water Code, which says the
board must make a determina-
tion on a permit within 35 days
following the final hearing. Ac-
tually, he says, the 35 days had
long passed for many of the per-
mit applicants well before the
December 10 hearing.

The actions of the board on
that particular day led Terrill to
file a Petition for Mandamus
Relief for his client, Toledo
Boulware, based on the “35-
day” rule. The petition pointed
out that by failing to act on
Boulware’s application until
March 11, 2005, 133 days
would elapse since the close of
Boulware’s final hearing.

In response to Terrill’s peti-
tion, the district rescheduled the
remaining hearings and actual
permitting for the last two weeks
in January.

Terrill was involved in the
Edwards permitting process un-
der the EAA as well.

“Some of those applications
were protested, but the entire
process was handled much more
professionally and much more
orderly,” Terrill insists. “It was
more like a normal contested
case hearing. There were rules
of procedure and rules of evi-
dence that applied, and the
applicant’s attorney had an op-
portunity to find out what the
opponent was arguing.

“In Kinney County there was
no discovery. I had to rest my
case without knowing what the

protestants’ claims were, and I
had no chance for rebuttal.”

Terrill claims the district’s
general manager failed to do her
job in several instances, includ-
ing the hearing reports for
Terrill’s clients.

“I faxed the pleadings to the
district a couple of days prior
to the final hearing, yet the dis-
trict manager didn’t give those
pleadings to the board members
until moments before the final
hearing was to start,” Terrill
says.

“The majority of the board

members didn’t seem to be both-
ered by that, though. I asked to
address the board, and they
wouldn’t even let me state my
objection on the record. That’s
how interested they were in en-
gaging in reasoned discussion.
Then they proceeded right to a
vote, and they voted to cut my
clients significantly without giv-
ing any thought to the objections
I outlined in the pleading. They
already had their minds made
up.”
There have been numerous
complaints of conflict of inter-
est, such as board members pub-
licly protesting some applica-
tions and in some cases even of-
fering testimony from the dais
during hearings.

“It’s unethical,” Terrill says,
“because these board members
are sitting as fact finders, and
yet they’ve clearly shown that
they have no impartiality.”

Jim and Jennifer McDaniel
have filed an ethics violations
against two board members. In
part, the violations have to do
with members of Save Our Wa-
ter who also happen to be dis-
trict board members, running for
reelection on a campaign to
“save the county’s water.”

Terrill understands why the
McDaniels are upset.

“Those board members an-
nounced their predisposition for
the outcome of some of the cases
before the board voted, and in
some cases before the board
even heard testimony from par-
ticular applicants,” Terrill says.

“Clearly, those board mem-
bers did not base their'decisions
on what ‘a particular applicant
was able to prove up, but rather
they voted in a particular way
based on whether a particular ap-

plicant was a so-called water mar-
keter,” he insists.

Tully Shahan, the husband of
the district’s general manager,
is the county attorney, and as
such he has prosecutorial discre-
tion over open government
charges against the district.
Shahan also represents the com-
missioners court, which fills va-
cancies on the district board.

Until November, a majority
of the district board was ap-
pointed by the commissioners
court. The first vacancy was
filled by Tully Shahan’s brother-
in-law, Hadley Wardlaw, with
whom Darlene and Tully
Shahan share an interest in the
Shahan family ranch. The third
vacancy was filled by Chris
Ring, Tully Shahan’s next-door
neighbor.

Tully Shahan also has served
as attorney for the district, his
family and other clients appear-
ing before the district, and the
Kinney County Farmers and
Ranchers Coalition, an unincor-
porated nonprofit organization
which falls in line with the SOW
group. Members include both
Darlene and Tully Shahan, and
board members Hadley Wardlaw
and Chris Ring.

On many occasions the board
has voted against the advice of
its own legal counsel. Conse-
quently, they’ve had difficulty
maintaining legal counsel and
are currently without counsel.

The district also has a debt
problem, and Terrill says it ap-
pears the district is attempting
to transfer some of that debt to
the permit applicants by making
them pay for the entire permit-
ting procedure, including costs
incurred by the district.

“The applicants are already
paying for their own attorney
and consultants, and now they’re
trying to stick the applicants
with the district’s lawyers’ fees
and their consultant’s fees,”
Terrill says.

“The Constitution doesn’t al-
low them to do that. If they try
to carry through with that,
they’ll certainly end up in
court.”

He also questions how the
district has handled its finances.
Under the district’s rules, per-
mit applicants must pay an ap-
plication fee in advance based

“Productivity appraisal”
- may lower the property
~ taxes on your farm,
- ranch or timber land!

Texas law allows farmers, ranchers and timber growers
to pay property taxes based upon the “production value"
of their land rather than on market value. This “productiv-
- ity appraisal” means qualified land is taxed based on its
ability to produce crops, livestock or timber—not on its
value on the real estate market. And it can mean substan-

tial property tax savings.

When is the application deadline?

If your land has never had a productivity appraisal or you
are a new owner, you must apply to your local appraisal
district by April 30 to take advantage of this benefit on your
2005 property taxes. You may get up to 60 extra days if you
have a good reason and ask for it by April 30, if you miss
this deadline, you may still be able to apply, but you will
pay a penalty. Check with your appraisal district office.

Do you need to reapply annually?

If your land already receives agricultural or timber pro-
ductivity appraisal, you normally don't need to reapply
unless the chief appraiser requires you to do so. If 2 new
application is required, the appraisal district will notify

you by mail.

For more information, call or come by:

KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377
830-563-2323

We'll be happy to answer your questions and provide you

a free copy of

“Texas Property Taxes: Taxpayers’
Rights, Remedies and Responsibilities”
Or contact:

Texas Comptrolier Carole Keeton Strayhorn
Property Tax Division
P.O. Box 13528
Austin, TX 78711-3528
or call: 1-800-252-9121

or on the Web at:
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.html

on the amount of water claimed
on a per acre-foot basis. If the
district permits less water than
the full amount claimed, the ap-
plicant is entitled to a fee refund
for the amount not permitted.

Those application fees were
supposed to go into an escrow
account. Terrill says there are
some indications, however, that
the district has taken that money
out of escrow, put it into the gen-
eral revenue fund and then spent
it.

“It’s quite possible that there
iS no money now to pay back
those refunds that the applicants
are legally entitled to under the
district’s rules,” Terrill says.

Things have gotten so far out
of hand in Kinney County that
there is talk that the Legislature
is considering dissolving the dis-
trict altogether and transferring
jurisdiction to the Edwards
Aquifer Authority.

Several years ago, when the
Edwards authority was being
formed, an effort was made to

-include Kinney County, particu-

larly the part over the Edwards
Aquifer. Now some of those
same petitioners have gone back
to the EAA asking to be admit-
ted. That topic was on the
agenda at the most recent
Edwards authority meeting, and
the 17-member board voted
unanimously to take in Kinney
County if the legislature dis-
solves the Kinney County dis-
trict.

Many of the Kinney County
permit applicants favor inclusion
into the EAA. Not everyone in
Kinney County is happy about
the idea, of course. Among the
strongest opponents are the
Shahans. Others who publicly
protested at the recent EAA
meeting were Kinney County
Groundwater District board
members Tootsie Herndon and
Don Hood.

Board member Beth Ann
Smith admits that some Kinney
County residents and even some
outsiders view this as big gov-
ernment interfering with the lo-
cal control process, a process
which the legislature has said
time and time again that it sup-
pOrtS. SYBD St JUO

“I’'m all for local control,”
Smith says, “but there comes a
point in which these water dis-

tricts have to answer to some-
one.”

The only other option is a le-
gal battle, she says, and many
landowners, like her and hus-
band Richard, have already
spent substantial amounts on le-
gal fees just to get through the
permitting process.

Neil Kerr is one of the few
applicants who chose not to hire
a lawyer to help him in the per-
mitting process.

“Maybe it was wrong that I
didn’t get a lawyer to fight them
for taking my water away, but
I’ll be damned if I'm going to
g0 back into debt up to my eye-
balls,” Kerr says. “That should
not be what the water process is
all about.”

Kerr was permitted about
three acre-feet per acre.

“Maybe I should be happy
with that, but the rules say I am
entitled to what I used back
then,” Kerr says. “I realize that
water is precious, andi that we
have to conserve it, but I know
for years my farm was farmed at
a much more intense level than
we farm now with no detriment
to Kinney County.

“Some of the board members
want to compare Kinney County
farmers to farmers in Uvalde
who mostly drip irrigate with
pivots,” he continues. “A lot of
them were given help to finance
pivots. If the district is going to
cut our water, are they going to
give us a no-interest loan so we
can put in a $100,000 pivot sys-
tem?”

Like many of the other per-
mit applicants, Kerr doesn’t see
how inclusion into the EAA
would negatively affect him.

“I was initially in favor of a
district because I thought it
would protect us, but it seems
all it’s done is take our water
away.”

McDaniel believes joining
the EAA is their only hope at
this point.

“I’d rather deal with a devil I
don’t know than a devil I do
know,” McDaniel remarks. “A
couple of years ago I was quoted
as saying ‘no way in heck I
wanted-to be in the Edwards,’
but‘now I'm-saying’ “please take
me.’

“I’ve dealt with five water
Bl See Board/Page 10

;Quiere pagar
menos impuestos
de propiedad?
Obtenga una copia de nuestro boletin

Impuestos de
Propiedad

exas

Derechos, Recursos y
Responsabilidades del
Contribuyente de Impuestos

Aprenda como puede pagar menos impuestos de propie-

dad por medio de:

[ £ g
[

v

Una exencién de residencia
Una exencion para veteranos incapacitados

Una valoracion especial para terrenos agricolas,
ganaderos o madereros

Una exencién para los que tengan 65 aflos o mas o

estén incapacitados

+ Aprendera como se vallia su propiedad para que pueda
decidir si la valoracién del distrito es razonable. Y si no
lo es, Recursos le demostrard como presentar su pro-
testa ante la junta de revisién de valoracion.

+ Aprendera cuales son las formas de protesta que se
permiten—y cuales documentos o pruebas debe traer
consigo al presentar su protesta ante la junta,

« Fechasimportantes estan listadas para que usted pueda
saber qué es lo que debe de hacer—y cudndo.

Recursos es graiis. Versiones en espafol estan disponibles.

Pida su copia hoy en:

KINNEY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
412 S. ANN ST., PO BOX 1377
BRACKETTVILLE, TX 78832-1377
830-563-2323

o6 e-mail: ptd.cpa@cpa.state.tx.us

6 escriba a: Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhormn
Property Tax Division
PO. Box 13528
Austin, TX 78711-3528

6 llame: 1-800-252-9121
4 en Ia Web: www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.htmi



http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/proptax.html
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Thursday, March 31, 2005

$6 PER WEEK - 12 WEEK MINIMUM

(830) S563- 2852

@ @ ,
Birdie’s
arty Balloons & Decorations
We deliven M cat flowens to Bracket?t
710 E. Main St. Uvalde, TX

Mon-Fri, 10 am to 5 p.m.
Sat. 10 am. to 3 p.m.
830-279-0636
(After 4 p.m.) 830-278-4329

Archie’s Landscaping
and

Lawn Maintenance

Experienced - Professional
Free Estimates
Let us solve your Lawn & Garden problems

563-5102
Archie and Jill Woodson

Physical Therapy
Brandon Lewis M.D.
1020 E. Leona Road
Uvalde, Texas 78801

Workers’ Compensation/Medicare/
Insurance

(830) 2784426

Se Habla aEspanol

Pioneer Concepts LP| |

Mike Bizzell
Owner/General Contractor

Custom Steel Fabrication
Commercial and Residential Construction

604 E. Military Hwy.
P.O. Box 1495
Brackettville, TX 78832

Office: 830-563-3260]

Fax: 830-563-2999

FRED’s
PORTABLE SHELTERS

Corner of Kings Way & Marylou
Del Rio, TX 78840

Bus: (830) 775-8448
Cell: (830) 765-5208

DEL TEX BV & AVTO

REPAIR CENTER
Thank You Fort Clark &
Brackettville for your business

— i
4220 Highway 90 West ® HCR 3, Box 89
Del Rio, Texas 78840 @ (830) 775-9715
Jack and Barbara Plyler

Clinic Phérmaéy |

M-F 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

We handie most maior
insurance Cards

563-9334 201 James St.
Pharmacist: B.E. Sweet

Avon Independent Sales Representative

563-3704 or 563- 5432
avon78832@yahoo.com

Convenient Location on HWY 20
830-563-9030

PICO PETROLEUM
~ 308 SOUTH GROVE
UVALDE, TX, 78801

278-5681

Free delivery to Brackettville

LENNDX

uou( COMFRRT S¥STEMS

MEZA. .

100% FINANCING
WITH CREDIT APPROVAL all
Major Credit Cards Accepted

ZEM‘MX

smm COMFORT SYSTEMS

® Sales @ Seryice @ Installation
Residential & Commercial

REFRIGERATION, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

509 E. 7th Suite A
Del Rio, Texas

150 mile radius service area

775-8896

Orrice: 830-778-9400
Fax: 830-774-6061
In iSf&éHumwam,in&

608A Bedell Ave. Ste. B
Del Rio, Texas 78840

WE Love DiaBeTicS

WE HAVE NURSES FOR INSULIN INJECTIONSP

SE Hagra EspafoL
Skilled Nunsing Cane in e condort of youn howe

MELissA A. DurRDeN
Attorney at Law

Wills ® Probate ® Estate Planning @
Bankruptcy @ Family Law e
Civil Litigation ® Criminal Defense
(State and Federal)

Durden & (830) 563-9700
Durden, PLLC

210 E. Military (Hwy 90)

Brackettville, TX 78832

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

CouNTRY STYLE
Har & NALL SALON
104 E. Spring St.

Wa/‘-iu ’A M/c,canu

Senior Citizen Discount on Tues.
Tues. - Fri. 9-6

Sat. 10-5 563-2743

Owner: Nyshe Luce |

SEW WHAT?

Stacey Custom Embroidery

Ashabranner PO.Box917
Phone: 830-563-9006

Brackettville, Texas 78832

E-mail: ashent@medinaec.com
Custom Designs an clothes,
caps,bags,linens bedding,etc.

No order too big or too small!
Unique Giits! You teil us.

We'llSewWhat? |

4M Dozer Service

Dozers Roll Chopping
Shredding

Plowing/Planting

Motorgraders
Backhoes

Mitch Frerich
(830)563-3005 HM
(830)563-5240 mobile

Mark Frerich
(830)563-2075 HM
(830)563-5846 mobile

Bruce Drilling and Services
Pumps Tanks Wells
Specializing in
Turn Key Installation of
trouble free water systems

830-563-9916 Gordon Bruce Jr.|

Texas Water Well Lic. # 2444WPKL

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE
ROADRUNNER ENERGY x

*=Kinney County Wool & Mohair %

The Rancher’s Shopping Center
Since 1962 - Shaker Feed Store
*Livestock Feed * Game Feed *

* Hardware * Lumber *
Check And Compare Our Competitive
Prices
Brackettville, TX 830-563-2471

Mon.-F
L _5“p m  P.0. Box 1010
W. Spring St.

deme desi ]
PO OO

T-SHIRTS FOR ANY OCCASION

Teams - Fundraisers - Parties
PAINTED BIRDHOUSES & FLOWERPOTS

Darta Forp
830-563-9193
dejaed6@sbcglobal.net

Travis Wilson

Construction

Complete turn key jobs on RV and
Mobile home lots. Concrete, water,
sewer and electrical. Clear lots and
| caliche pads. Porta potty rentals. Septic
tanks installed and maintained.

563-2398

T.W. Equipment, L.L.C.
Heavy Equipment Sales

3 Miles East on Hwy. 90
P.O. Box 1445

Brackettville, TX 78832

TIM WARD MAILL:
Off. 830-563-9965 o AR /
| Res. 830-563-2009 Ctward@hilconet.com |

Fax 830-563-2675 www.twequipment.net |

Conveniently located on top of hill
1270 E US Hwy 90
Brackettville TX 78832

830-563-9400
LOUNGE OPENS DAILY NOON TO 2 A.M. SERVING MIXED DRINKS,
BEER AND wINE; SPoRTS, Music, PooL, Games, Laree TV,
PLENTY OF LIGHTED PAVED PARKING

Loungeiond. kilhen ainilebls o

Copies To Go... %

2400 Veterans Blvd. Suite 8 « Del Rio, TX 78840
830-775-1121 @ Fax 830-775-2351

copiestogo@wecsonline.net

Color Copies ® Black & White Copies @ Posters
Business Cards @ Flyers ® Computer Service
Engineering Copies (Enlarging/Reducing)
Faxing Service ® Laminating ® T-Shirt Transfers
Comb, Termal and Velo Binding
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Ruth Potter

ADEElIEen Sl N, Letty Ferguson
Aprl gt Dolores Francel
LTl | S e Debra Frerich
ADE A1 SRS Denise Frerich
V1) e Uk 2 e SR Tanya Frerich
APl R Tencha Pena
AP RN Neva Pierce
Apr 3t e, Greg Abrigo
Aprrdi o aie Stella Guajardo
Apr. 4.5 A Richard Schafer

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

ADE IR N Bill Bray
ADLES s ok Rodolfo Gonzalez
AprS il Noemi Martinez
ADIED T S0 A Vincente Santos
APy e ey James Speaker
ADIES e i B. J. Terrazas
Aprs6rit S ot Martha Anderson
Apri6a S Judy Blankenship
ADTA6Isoas ISRy Norma Cruz
Apr Gt s Doreen Hollenbeck
AP O ISk Julia Terrazas

AP0 Al Maria Villarreal

11. House
12. Rt

13. Igloo

14, Mansion
15. Nest

16. Palace
17. Tepee
18. Trailer
18, Vilia

20. Wigwam

1. Asrie
2. Apartment
3. Bam
4, Brownstone
5. Cabin
6.Cave
7. Chalat
8. Condo
8. Cottage
10. Duplex

by Charles Cooper

AQUARIUS (January 20 to
February 18) Domestic mat-
ters are your focus early in the
week. Later, it's back to the
grindstone. By week's end,
you're satisfied with the out-
come.

PISCES (February 19 to
March 20) You have some
great ideas at work. However,
try not to push them too hard.
Eventually, co-workers will
come around to your way of
thinking, so be patient.

ARIES (March 21 to April
19) It's best to leave certain
home-improvement projects
up to the experts. You'll be
glad you did in the long run.
Later in the week, you find
some time just to relax and get
away from stress.

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) A slight misunderstanding
with your mate has you a bit
out of sorts as the week be-
gins. Fortunately, this doesn't
last long. This weekend,
travel is in the offing.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) Right now, you're not see-
ing eye-to-eye with a business
partner concerning finances.
Perhaps it's time to consult an
expert. A well-meaning loved
one may have some ideas, but
it's best not to implement
them.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) Your fine mind is chal-
lenged this week by a friend's
philosophical question. This
could have you doing some
research. In the process, you
learn some wonderful new
things.

LEO (July 23 to August
22) You're tempted to lash out
at someone this week in a sar-
castic manner. Don't give in
to that. Those words won't
easily be taken back and for-
gotten.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) You're brimming
with energy and self-confi-
dence this week. As a result,
you're at your most produc-
tive. Over the weekend, quiet
times are best.

LIBRA (September 23 to
October 22) You haven't ex-
actly felt very social lately.
This week, though, you have
an obligation you can't ig-
nore. Happily, you'll find you
have a delightful time.

SCORPIO (October 23 to
November 21) Try to avoid
putting yourself into the
middle of a controversy.
Granted, you've watched this
brewing for a long time. Ulti-
mately, though, it doesn't con-
cern you.

SAGITTARIUS (Novem-
ber 22 to December 21)
Money is a sticking point this
week. Perhaps you've been
just a tad reckless. Address
this before it gets out of hand.

CAPRICORN (December
22 to January 19) Not every-
one understands your particu-
lar brand of humor. Thus, a
disagreement is possible with

‘a friend. Do your best to ex-

plain what you really meant.

(c) 2005 DBR Media, Inc.
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Then said Jesus unto them

St. John’s

I’m in love with another man The wonders of Jesus

Rick didn’t expe
Pz pect to see

He figured she’d written him
off as a lost cause, His thoughts
raced for something to say.

For a long minute he Jjust
looked at her. She seemed happy
and content.

“You look great. I'm glad
you’re here. How’ve you been?”
He stammered,

Words were lost in the mo-
ment.

Amy was feeling sorry for this
man whom she had loved. She
hadn’t known what to expect.

She hadn’t seen Rick since the
trial and sentencing. She stud-
ied his face. He hadn’t changed.

Motioning to his prison uni-
form he quipped. “I’'m sorry I
didn’t have time to get some

nicer clothes.” Trying to make
light of the circumstances, he
feigned a laugh.

“How’re the kids?” He asked.
The circumstances of the prison
made everything feel awkward.
He wished he could reach
through the wire and touch her.

Her presence brought long-
ings to hold her and feel the
warmth of her body.

He felt a burning in his eyes
and quickly looked down at the
floor.

“They’re doin ok Rick.” She
said. “They miss you. They keep
asking when you’re coming
home?”

Rick kept his eyes on the
floor. He didn’t want Amy to see
the tears in his eyes.

He blinked a few times to

Empowering
Families

Dr. Donald

Smith

clear the tears away then looked
up. “I need to get outa here,
Baby! It’s drivin me nuts. My
cellmate’s a crazy black guy that
prays all the time. Every day’s
the same. Sometimes I don’t
know what day it is! Have you
talked to my lawyer?”

“No, Rick. I don’t talk to
your lawyer. When he needs to
talk to you he’ll be here.”

Rick exploded. Standing up
and pushing his chair over at the

same time he yelled.

“Somebody’s got to help me!”

The guard quickly walked up
behind him and put firm hands
on his shoulders. Rick spun
around, fists clenched. “That’d
be real foolish Richardson,” the
Guard said firmly.

Rick’s body went limp. He
slumped back into the chair.

Amy’s voice was quiet and
calm. “You haven’t changed,
have you?”

“If you loved me you’d get
me outa here!” Rick exclaimed.
Then he pleaded. “Do some-
thing, please do something.”

Amy studied his face and his
eyes for several long moments.

Then she smiled and said,
“Rick, I'm in love with another

2

man.

Ten thousand a month

Ten Thousand A Month
Many people come from all over
the world just to go by and see
him. You have to pay and may
have to stand in line for hours.

It may be rainy or cold and
yet they visit by the thousands.

It is rumored that they pay a
couple of people over ten thou-
sand dollars a month to make
him or should I say his body look
good.

I am talking about Vladimir
Lenin (1870-1924) and the tomb

Jerry
Davenport

Brother
J.

(Red Square in Moscow) where
he is buried. :

He was a founder of Com-
munism and the Soviet Repub-
lic (USSR) It is also rumored that

FCA last meeting Sunday

The last regular meeting of
this school year for the adult
chapter of the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes is Sunday,
April 3 at St. Andrew’s Episco-
pal/Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church on Fort Street at 2 p.m.

Discussion and planning will -

take place for the “Meet Your
Prayer Partner” event April 20
for the Church Alliance Senior
Banquet set for April 27 and for
the All Night After Prom Party
on May 21. Plans will also be
made for the upcoming softball/

ATPE celebrates-

baseball concessions in April to
raise money for the student FCA
chapter to help send students to
FCA summer camps.

Donations of cash door
prizes to be awarded to students
who attend the After Prom Party
are continuing to be accepted
from the community.

Checks for this purpose may
be sent to Rhonda Marquardt or
Tiffany Blore at Brackett High
School. For more information,
contact Carolyn Conoly at 563-
3699.

25th anniversary

Sen. Hutchison to speak at annual convention

This week nearly 1,500
teachers from across Texas are
expected to attend the 2005
ATPE state convention at the
Austin Convention Center (500
E. Cesar Chavez). During the
event, the Association of Texas
Professional Educators will
honor recent teacher accom-
plishments, present awards for
excellence in media coverage,
commemorate the association’s
25th anniversary and further
establish ATPE’s legislative po-
sitions.

ATPE State President Randall
Iglehart emphasized Fhe signifi-
cance of the convention.

“This is an important time for
us with our anniversary and for
this state as the Legislature con-
siders major changes to public
education and funding. Our
members are going to show up
in large numbers and I'm not
surprised that the event has gar-
nered attention and response
from Washington,” Iglehart
said. U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison (R-Texas) will speak
to ATPE members during the
convention on Friday (500 E.
Cesar Chavez) from 2-2:15pm.
The senator played a key role‘
in the formation of one of

ATPE’s parent organizations s0'

it is quite appropriate to hear
from her during the educator
group’s 25th anniversary.
In 1973, State Representative
Kay Bailey (as she was then
known), worked w1t_h the
founders of ATPE leading the
charge to defeat legislatlo.n.al—
lowing collective bargaining
and unionization of school per-
sonnel. :
The bill would have effec-
tively precluded ATPE’s parent

i

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison

organizations, the Texas Profes-
sional Educators (TPE) and the
Association of Texas Educators
(ATE) from forming statewide
nonunion organizations repre-
senting public school employ-
ees. Similar bills had led to the
unionization of teachers in
many other states.

Then in 1975, she helped ar-
range a press conference an-
nouncing the creation of the
statewide organization, the TPE.

In July of that same year, the
ATE formed as well.

The two merged in 1980 be-
ginning with 18,000 members,
and today, ATPE is the largest
educators’ group in the state with
105,000 members and the larg-
est nonunion organization in the
United States.

"We are delighted to have
Senator Hutchison at this year’s
convention. We’ve come a long
way, and she was a key to our
beginning. Undoubtedly she
will be a key to our future suc-
cess as well,” Iglehart said.

*

3804 Veterans Blvd.

CARPET CO.

Free Estimates

S

addn

Bus. Ph. (830) 775-155BJ

it is getting harder and harder
to keep him looking good.
There is the body of a person
who died centuries earlier that
is not available for us to see.
Shortly after His death you
could see it but within three
days, (1 Corinthians 15:4) it was,
by the power of God, changed
(resurrected). He appeared to
more than 500 people after His
resurrection, (1 Corinthians
15:5,6). Hundreds of year’s ear-
lier predictions were made about

His body, (Psalms 16:10 &
49:15). Many promises are
made to us in the Bible concern-
ing the resurrection of Jesus.

In John 11:25 Jesus said He
was the resurrection and He
promised life (with Him for those
who believe) after physical
death.

In John 14:19 He promised
because He -lives, we will live
after death.

See you in Church next Sun-
day.

OBITUARY

Michael David Meyer

Oct. 25, 1979 - March 23, 2005

Michael David Meyer, 25,
entered into rest March 23,
2005, in Floresville, Texas. He
was born Oct. 25, 1979 in Del
Rio, Texas.

He is survived by his parents
David Lee and Josephine Meyer;
sister Kristin Lee Meyer of
Brackettville; brother Gregory
Timothy Meyer and wife Laura
of Portugal; grandmother: Adela
Meyer; nieces and nephews:

Chris Meyer, Jake Meyer and »

BEDeyMeYer. mupusmmers

Visitation was Saturday,
March 26 and Sunday, March
27 at Sunset Memorial Oaks
Chapel, 114 North St., Brack-
ettville, Texas. Rosary was re-
cited Sunday March 27.

A Mass of Christian burial
was Monday, March 28, at St.
Mary Magdalene Catholic
Church. Interment followed at
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic

Cemetery.

Funeral arrangements were
entrusted to Sunset Memorial
Oaks Funeral Home, 2020
Bedell Ave, Del Rio, Texas
78840 (830) 778-2020.

South Texas Cattle
Women meet April 19

The April meeting of the
South Texas Cattle Women will
be Tuesday, April 19, 10 a.m.,
in Dilley, Texas. The group will
use the meeting room at Pacho’s
restaurant on IH35 north front-
age road. A dutch-treat lunch
will follow. Dan Byfield, of Lib-
erty Matters magazine, will be
our 11 a.m. speaker. He is very
involved in the issues of private
property rights and our rights
of liberty. He will speak con-
cerning the Trans Texas Corri-
dor issue as well as other cur-
rent topics of interest. Come
join us for an excellent speaker
and enjoy lunch. Anyone is in-

vited to attended. We are not a
closed meeting.

For information call Nora
Gorhum, 830-334-4020

Thank you

We would like to thank ev-
eryone for their prayers, food,
cards, flowers and thoughtful-
ness. We especially extend our
thanks to Mr. Robert Kusen-
berger for the wonderful ser-
vice he gave.

The Family of
Margaret Lowther

Presents
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Custom

MONUMENTS

Vases °

None too small
or too large

Price us last and we will
beat the others! See our display
at Del Rio Funeral Home

Designs-
Statues

or call 1-800-899-3892

again, verliy, verliy, I say unto
you, I am the door of the sheep.

All that ever came before me
are thieves-and robbers, but the
sheep did not hear them. I am

Missionary
Church
Rev. Bill

Adams Sr.

the door: by me if any man en-
ter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out and find pas-
ture. The thief cometh not; but
for to steal, and to kill, and to

destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.

St. John 10:7-10. Praise God!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Sunday School: 10:10 AM
Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM

Wednesday Bible Study: 11:00 AM

Corner of Fort Wednesday Healing Service: 12:10 PM

?Pf’mﬁ.’f?”de's"”m Wednesday Study Series: 7:00 PM

The Purpose Driven Life

’ Reverend Nathan Lafrenz 563-9607

Come to the Frontier

A Bible Based New Testament Church
9:45 am Bible Study/Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Sunday Night at the Movies or Bible study.
7:00 pm Wednesday Night Service
Nursery Provided

Pastor: Ned Sitzes
Frontier Baptist Church (SBC) Corner of Ann & El Paso

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA
Corner of Fort & Henderson
Sunday: Worship 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:10 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Healing Service Wednesday 12:10 - 12:50 p.m.
Email:www.ourredeemerlutheran.org

PASTOR NATHAN LAFRENZ 563-9607

First { Inited Methodist (hurch

109 James Street, next to the clinic
==_Sunday School 9:30 * Worship 10:45
Staffed Nursery Every Sunday

Jesus is Risen!
He is risen indeed!
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hearts, open minds, open.

First Baptist Church (SBC)
Corner of Ann and Veltman Phone: 563-2245
Sunday: Bible study for all ages 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - 11:00 a.m.
Adult/Youth/Children Discipleship Training 6 p.m.
Evening Service 7 p.m.
Wednesdays 7 p.m. Bible Study

Welcome!
Church of Christ

808 N. Ann 563-2616
Sunday AM, 9:30 Classes
& 10:30 Worship
Wednesday PM 6:30 Classes
Minister: Ray Melton

Sanjiv R. Kumar, M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Surgery and Diseases of the Eye

State of the Art
Laser Therapy

1\

Cataract Surgery with lens implant
Diabetic Eye Disease

Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery
Laser Surgery in the Office
Medicare & Medicaid Accepted
Se Habla Espanol

800-747-2511
or 830-278-2020

927 East Main Street
Uvalde, Texas

Del Rio, Texas 78842

N\
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ADOPTIONS DRIVERS WANTED FINANCIAL SERVICES

Note: It is illegal to be paid for
anything beyond medical and
legal expenses in Texas adop—
tion.

A CHILDLESS MARRIED couple
(30’s) seeks to adopt. Let’s help
each other! All expenses paid.
Call Karin and James. Ask for
Erin or Adam. 1-800-841-
0804.

PREGNANT? SINGLE PROFES-
SIONAL woman wishes to adopt
a beautiful baby to fill her heart
and home. Expenses paid. Su-
san, free call 1-866-205-6978,
PIN 1633.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

#1 CASH COW!! 90 vending
machines in 30 locations -
$10,670. Call now! 1-800-836-
3464, 1.800.VENDING.

AMERICA’S HOTTEST OPPOR-
TUNITY - own your own - Dol-
lar Stores (www.dollarstore
services.com). Discount Party
Stores (www.dpstores.com).
$1.99 Jewelry Boutique
(www.199jewelrystore
services.com). Mailbox Stores
(www.themailboxstores.com).
From $45,900. 1-800-829-
2915 or 1-800-518-3064.

DRIVERS WANTED

$4,000 SIGN-ON. One year OTR
Experience/Class A/CDL. $500
on 2nd paycheck, then .03 cpm
pay out! Call anytime! 1-800-
569-9232. Conwell Corp.

A/CDL SOLO and team company
drivers, owner/operators and
school graduates! NO East
Coast, new pay package, ben-
efits, bonuses! Call National Dis-
tributors Leasing, 1-877-334-
9677.

ACT NOW. DRIVERS- Flatbed,
bulk tank and refrigerated divi-
sions. Performance based pay.
Experienced operators, indepen-
dent contractors or company
drivers. CDL instruction program
available. 1-800-771-6318.

AWC CARRIERS, INC. hiring
OTR lease purchase, company/
Owner/Operator drivers. A/CDL.
No Haz-mat. Two year experi-
ence, verifiable. Non-forced dis-
patch. Fleets accepted. Call
Heather, 1-888-498-8555.

DRIVER: 30-DAY TEST drive -
L/P available, zero down! .94
cpm plus safety bonus. CA fuel
surcharge, paid base plates, road
taxes, tolls. John Christner Truck-
ing, 1-800-528-3675.

DRIVERS/A/CDL FLATBED
DRIVERS, $50,000 yearly po-
tential. High weekly miles, one
year T/T experience. SMX, 1-
800-247-8040, www.smxc
.com.

DRIVERS, COMPANY AND
OWNER/OPERATORS - Home
Weekly! Fantastic Southwest
pay: Class A/CDL with HazMat
and one year experience required.
Arnold Transportation. Call to-
day! 1-877-242-0972, www.ar
noldtrans.com.

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANS-
PORT. Excellent pay and benefits
for experienced drivers, Owner/
Operators, solos, teams and
graduate students. Bonuses paid
weekly. Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer. 1-888-MORE PAY (1-
888-667-3729).

DRIVERS/DRIVING SCHOOL
GRADUATES wanted. Tuition
reimbursement. No waiting for
trainers. Passenger policy. No
NYC. Guaranteed hometime.
Dedicated and regional available.
USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642.

DRIVERS - NEW PAY Package-
More freight - less sitting! Com-
pany drivers OTR and regional
freight, Class A/CDL/HazMat. Call
Bob/Wendy, 1-800-666-0380,
NFI Industries.

DRIVERS - $1,000 SIGN-ON for
experienced OTR. No NYC! Dedi-
cated and regional available also.
Owner/Operators, teams and
CDL graduates welcome. USA
Truck, 1-800-237-4642.

DRIVERS- UP TO .38 cents/mile
plus benefit package (=.03
cents/mile more!) PLUS bonuses
$50 - $250/month! Low cost
CDL training. Swift Transporta-
tion, 1-888-709-2186, www
.SwiftTruckingJobs.com.

EMPLOYMENT

RANCH WORKERS NEEDED.
563-2305.

HELP WANTED - EARN extra
income assembling CD cases
from any location. No experience
necessary. Start immediately! 1-
800-405-7619, Ext.26, www
.easywork-greatpay.com.

ON-LINE JOB OFFER eBay
workers needed. Come work
with us on-line..Use your home
computer or laptop. 1-800-693-
9398, Ext. 1883.

SURROGATE MOTHERS
WANTED! Fee plus expenses for
carrying a couple’s child. Must
be 18-35 and previously had a
child. Steven Litz, Attorney. 1-
317-996-2000.

LOANS BY PHONE. Up to
$1,000 in 24 hours. No credit
check! Bank account required. 1-
888-350-3722.

FOR SALE

BIG TRAILER SALE 16’ Angle
Utility Trailer $795.00, 16’ Pipe
Utility Trailer $975.00, 20’
Gooseneck w/2 - 7000# Axels
$2950.00. WOW. Also we cus-
tom build all sizes to fit your
needs. Call us first for the best
price. 830-279-0089 or 210-
378-9105.

MARY KAY COSMETICS, Alana
Flurry, 563-9435. Evenings/
Weekends, Complimentary fa-
cials, products, etc. www.mary
kay.com/aflurry.

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTV system
includes standard installation! 3
months FREE 50+ Premium
Channels. Access to over 225
channels! S&H. Restrictions ap-
ply. 1-800-264-3458.

REGAIN YOUR INDEPENDENCE
with a new powerchair or
scooter. Call The SCOOTER
Store for your free mobility con-
sultation. New scooters starting
at $799. 1-866-293-9937.

GARAGE SALES

1920 WALNUT - UNIT 35, Sat.
April 2nd, 8:30 to ?. Lots of
misc.

SAT., APR. 2, 8am - 12. Top
of hill, Hwy 90. Furniture and
baby items.

YARD SALE, UNIT 37. Lot 14.
Sat. April 2nd, 8am. Clothes,
doors - windows, golf equip-
ment, dishes, trailer balls and
much more misc.

HEALTH SERVICES

OXYGEN USERS: ENJOY free-
dom to travel. Oxlife’s light-
weight, American-made oxygen
concentrators produce 3 and 6
LPM continuously for home, car,
even overseas. 1-800-780-
2616.

HOME BUILDERS

BUILD YOUR NEW 3 bedroom,
2 bath custom home on your land
today! 100% financing and low
payments. United-Bilt Homes. 1-
800-756-2506, UBH.com.

INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING

GOVERNMENT JOBS. EARN
$12 to $48/hour. Full medical/
dental benefits, paid training,
clerical, administrative, law en-
forcement, and more! 1-800-
320-9353, Ext. 2504.

General Motors Says,

“We've Got Too Many!" ™
We've SIush '

Extra Incentives n viluble
from General Motors!

Gary Hubble
General Saias

Pre-Owned

Lotis FULL!
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O’Rourke Realty
Paul & Elsa O’Rourke

* (830) 563-2713 *

2-Story, 2 bed, 2 baths
townhouse. Enclosed front
patio.

2-Story, 2 bed, 2 baths
townhouse. Attractive floor
plan, staircase leads to loft
‘bedroom.

Unit 32 - 3 bed, 2 baths mo-
bile home in great condition.
Metal roof extends to 3-car
carport and on to 16x24
workshop with plumbing.
Wide cement driveway. Two
lots, many Oak trees. Fenced.
Price reduced from $65,000
to $55,000.

In Brackettville - Small cottage.
Living room, 2 bed. 1 bath.
$25,000.

orourke@the-i.net
www.orourkerealty.net

Ken Barnett
Real Estate

age room - $27,500.00

Golf Cart Shed

e Unit 36 lot 39, FCS 2 Br, 1bt manufactured housing.
e Unit 3, lot 66, 3 br/2ba, enclosed porch multi-car carport, stor-

e Acreage - 80.03 Acres Tract #303 Leona Ranch. i

e Unit 15 Ft. Clark Springs: 2 br/2 bath Mobile - Roof cover, Carport
Fully furnished $34,500. 00

e 4.53 Acres off 19 Pepper Lane, Del Rio

e Masters Condo #1204 - Carport, all furniture and appliances.

e Unit 35, Block B, Lot 27-28, Mobile home - 2 br/2bath

Have Buyers - Need Listings! Ken Barnett - Pat Owens - Melissa Davis

P.O. Box 1035
103 W. Spring St.
Brackettville, TX 78832
830-563-2446

LAS MORAS REALTY
DEBBIE TRANT / BARBARA VOSS

| UNIT 32 - Spacious Oak Creek manufactured 3BR, 2B, approx. 1,695
sq.ft., living room, open kitchen-den area with fireplace, double car-
port with workshop, many other specialties.

Unit 27 - Nice 3BR, 2B, all electric home in Ft. Clark Rd. , nice large

porch, plus carport.

Only $15,000.

Unit 14 - A Must See At This Price!!! 2BR, 2B, approx. 1,000 sq.ft.

Building lots for site built homes available.
Ranches and small acreage available.
View listings: www.realestatetxkinneycounty.com

830-563-2997
104 A-E Spring

INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING

HOME INSPECTION TRAINING,
hands-on course. TREC ap-
proved for 170 hours. Sponsor-
ships available. Building Specs,
1-800-217-7979, www.build
ingspecs.com.

POSTAL POSITIONS AVAIL-
ABLE!! Federal, state, local.
$14.00-$48.00 + /hour. No ex-
perience necessary. Paid training
and full benefits. Call for infor-
mation, 1-888-826-2513, Ext.
65E, Advantage Techniques.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALSH

THE MIDDLE RIO Grande
Workforce Board is requesting
proposals from qualified vendors
for its 2005 College Bound Pro-
gram. This category of the RFP
restricts bidders that are certified
by the Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board, Texas Education
Agency or other state agency cer-
tified entities. The program is
designed to provide a college
academic program as well as a
work experience program to
Welfare Investment Act (WIA)
eligible participants who are May
2005 High School graduates.
The proposed program shall in-
clude a seven (7) day per week
on-campus residency compo-
nent. The program is designed
to provide participants with a
combination of education, work
experience ad residential living
on a college campus, and/or for
those who have been following
a Career Pathway. RFP packets
may be obtained from the
MRGWFB, P.O. Box 760, and
2210 Milam St., Uvalde, TX
78802. Questions regarding the
scope of services within the RFP
should be directed to Ricky
McNeil, Executive Director, at
the above address or by calling
him at 830-591-0141. Competi-
tive proposals must be received
at the designated location no
later than 12:00 Noon, Friday,
April 22, 2005. MRGWEFB is an
EOE. Auxiliary aids and services
may be made available to indi-
viduals with disabilities.
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See, people do read small ads! Call
The Brackett-lews at (830) 563-2852 to
place your advertisement today!

‘C] as Properties

Have Buyers —

We have sold 18 ranches in the last year and
our inventory is drastically LOW! Give us a
call today. Prices are at record highs.

www.Tejas-Properties.com

Phyllis & Les Meyer
615 Hwy 90 EAST
830-563-9911

Need Ranches!

REAL ESTATE

26 ACRES, 3/2/1, FP, large util-
ity rm. 2500 sq.ft. Guest House
735 sq.ft. $175,000. 563-
2319 or 563-5143.

A BARGAIN 100 acres -
$37,900. Trophy whitetails.
Rolling hills and draws, great
access. Abundant turkey, quail,
small game. More available. E-Z
terms. Texas Land and Ranches,
1-866-899-5263.

: WANTED

WANT TO BUY 500 to 1000
acres hunting property in Brack-
ettville, Uvalde or Camp Wood
area. Call Jim, Monday thru Fri-
day. 8am - 4pm. 281-354-
2515.

MISCELLANEOUS

WHY PAY SBC for a technician
to set up your DSL? Sign up
with your local SBC DSL repre-
sentative and we will set it up
for free. We also handle all types
of computer repairs. Doctor Com-
puter. 563-3443.

AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID
training for high paying career.
FAA predicts severe shortage.
FAA approved. Job placement
assistance. AIM, 1-888-349-
5387.

EARN DEGREE ONLINE from
home. Business, paralegal, com-
puters. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer and financial
aid, if qualify. 1-866-858-
2121, www. tidewatertech
online.com.

Kinney water-board

said to be ignoring

own regulations

B Continued from Page 7
districts in my career, and I’ve
never been treated like this be-
fore.”

Those pushing for legislation
to dissolve the district say the
bill will be filed as a local bill,
which means that notice of in-
tent to file must be published in
local newspapers 30 days prior
to filing. Those notices have al-
ready been published, so it’s’
expected that the bill will be
filed soon.

Its wording is expected to call
for historic and existing use per-
mits filed with the Kinney
County groundwater district on
or before December 31, 2003 to
be granted in accordance with
the recommendations provided
by Walthour.

The majority of the 42 per-
mit applicants seem satisfied and
willing to accept Walthour’s rec-

BRACKETT ISD
INVITATION TO BID

Brackett Independent School District is selling by sealed bid

various surplus school vehicles: 1 bus, 2 trucks, 4 cars and 1
van. Vehicles may be viewed at the BISD Bus Barn, 704 N. Ann
Street, during regular business hours. Specifications may be
picked up at the Central Office, 400 N. Ann Street, or by con-
tacting Superintendent Bobby Templeton, 830/563-2491. All
bids are to be submitted in a sealed envelope with specified
.vehicle number printed clearly on the outside of the envelope.
All vehicles to be sold “AS IS.” Bids will be opened in the
Central Office, Tuesday, April 12, 2005, at 10:00 a.m.

Brackett ISD reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Kids N Bloom

Children’'s Resale Shop
We Buy & Sell
Baby Furniture * Clothing
Baby Accessories * Maternity Wear

830-278-5195
121 South Getty St., Uvalde Tuesday - Friday
Located Next door to 12pm - 5pm
Volunteer Fire Dept. Saturday 10am - 2pm

Sell your unwanted items in
the classifieds!
Call 563-2852

ommendations because they con-
sider his expert opinion to be
unbiased and fair.

“Again, the fight is not about
the existence of the groundwa-
ter district itself or whether lo-
cal control is an appropriate
vehicle for regulating ground-
water,” Terrill insists. “It’s not
even about the rules of the dis-
trict. My clients and the other
applicants can live within the
rules.

“Steve Walthour and I don’t
agree on everything, but he is a
fair and reasonable person, and
he made a good faith estimate.
He was trying to give the maxi-
mum amount of historic use dur-
ing any one given year during
the historic period as the
district’s rules require. The
board has persistently failed to
follow their own rules.”

Numerous attorneys, includ-
ing Terrill, have filed the nec-
essary paperwork for motions for
rehearing on behalf of their cli-
ents. The board must act within
90 days. If applicants don’t hear
f_rom the board within that
timeframe, the motion for re-
hearing is denied. Terrill says
he’s doubtful the board will grant
any of the motions that have been
filed.

Terrill views what has hap-
pened to many of the landown-
ers in Kinney County as noth-
ing short of a taking of private
property rights.

“If the district doesn’t change
their decisions on these permit
applications and follow their
own rules, it will end up in court,

and the dlsmct will lose,” he
concludes.
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