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New members

Commissioners
works petition

By Stephanie Campbell

Sutton County Commissioners
held a special meeting Monday,
Dec. 22.

Prior minutes were approved.
County ‘Auditor, Charles Graves
discussed new procedures for petty
cash. Commissioners approved
accounts payable.

County Judge’s report inciuded
the announcement of the New
Year’s holiday for the county to be
Dec. 31 through Jan 2. Judge
Garner also clarified the agreement
from the Oct. 14 meeting to tear
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SONORA, TEXAS

Joining A.W. and Leona Bishop at the retirement reception are
daughters, Deborah Bishop and Cynthia and Tracy Spiers.

Bishop retires from
Sutton County

National Bank

By Stephanie Campbell

Dec. 31, 1997 completes 15
years as president of Sutton
County National Bank for A.W.
Bishop. He and his wife Leona
moved to Sonora in 1982 and
have made it their home.

A reception was held in
Bishop’s honor Sunday, Dec. 21
in the bank lobby. Their children
attending were Deborah Bishop
soon to be of San Antonio and

discuss

Cynthia Spiers and her hus-
band,Tracy of Austin. Son, Mike
Bishop resides in Dallas and
daughter Karen Porter and her
husband Jim with children, Mac,
2 1/2, and Laine, 4 months, live
in Austin.

Mr. Bishop has no definite
plans for retirement but spend
some time on his computer and
continue his civic duties in
Sonora.

fire

down and dispose of the existing 4-
H Building to prepare the site for the
new structure.

Luz Martinez and Oralia
Morales approached the court
regarding the ban of fireworks in the
Loma Alta and Sinaloa subdivisions.
Teenagers have been throwing fire
crackers on houses, in their yards
and garages.

The court asked them to help by
calling the Sheriff’s Department
when this occurs. Judge Garner stat-
ed she will ask that a deputy patrol
that area.

A request for waiver of subdivi-
sion regulations by Anita Hudson
was granted for the construction of a
private road. .

Charles Graves explained
straight time policy for paying
employees.

Trooper Todd Ross presented
the court with information regarding
the purchase of a radar gun for his
car that has been issued for Sutton
County. Commissioners agreed to
lease the equipment for three years
at $80.41 per month.
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Saint Luke

In Bethlehem

A  Greek physician who
learned about Jesus only after the
Crucifixion, Luke was not one of
the Twelve Apostles. He never even
saw Jesus, so no part of his Gospel
is an eyewitness account. He had,
however, good sources of informa-
tion. He knew well men who knew
Jesus well. He heard them tell, over
and over, the stories of Jesus’ life
and teachings, his travels, and the
miracles he performed.

When Luke wrote his Gospel,
probably between A.D. 60 and 70,
he included many details that
authors Matthew, Mark and John
left out of their accounts.
Interestingly, some of these details
are the kind a doctor would think
worth recording. For example,
when Luke tells of Jesus healing a
man’s withered hand, he tells us to
was the man’s right -hand. When he
tells of a man “possessed of a
dernon” he adds u detail about the
man’s condition - the man had
refused to wear clothing - that
points clearly to mental illness.

We know that Luke was well
educated, and we know that he was
a sympathetic, sensitive person. He
is descirbed as a “beloved” physi-
cian, and he reappears in Acts as

the trusted friend and traveling
companion of Paul and Timothy.
More often than the other authors of
the Gospels, he mentions the emo-
tional responses of people he writes
about. For example, he mentions
tears and weeping more often than
the other writers.

From whom did Luke hear the
story of Jesus’ birth? He might have
heard it from Mary herself. It is
known that Mary lived on after the
death of Christ, quite possibly with
John in Jerusalem. Luke spent two
years in Caesarea, just a few miles
away, at a time when she might still
have been living. It seems likely that
he would have gone to visit her, and
asked her to tell all she could
remember of the great events that
had touched her life.

However Luke learned the
story, he retold it well. His account
is lyrical, touched with mystery, and
yer a very real siory of flesh-and-
blood human beings who lived in a
world where there was discomfort,
cold, and darkness. Luke’s account
of the first Christmas as it appears
in the King James Version may be
the best known and most loved pas-
sage in all the world’s literature.

AND IT CAME TO PASS IN

- THOSE DAYS, THAT there went

out a decree from Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed.:

(And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria.)

And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city. -

And Joseph also went up from.
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,,
into Judaea, unto the city of David;
which-is called Bethlehem (because
he was of the house and lineage of
David);

To be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife, being great with
child.

And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her first-
born son, and wrapped him in swad-
dling clothes, and laid him in -a
manger; because there was no room’
for them in the inn.

And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. :

continued on page 2

EIE

Participating in the First Methodist Church & St. John’s Episcopal Church Christmas pageant held
Sunday, Dec. 21 are Star-Audry Hicks, Angels-Chelsey Lou Campbell, Hunter Jennings, Rhapsody
Swyter and Laura Martin; Shepherds-Cash Jennings, Daniel Thornton, Alex Steves; Mary-Kaleena
Samaniego; Joseph-Thomas Bloodworth; Wisemen-Mark Holman, Travis Valliant, Hilton Bloodworth,
Innkeeper-Julio Samaniego as well as numerous readers that narrarated the story of Christ’s birth.

Chamber hosts informative

4-H Building Committee requests use of Hotel/Motel Tax

By Stephanie Campbell

City Council members met
Dec. 16 in regular session.

Following the invocation and
pledge, members approved minutes
from the Nov. 18 meeting.

The council approved a two
year contract with the Sutton
County Appraisal District for
assessment and collection services.

Planning and Zoning Case No.
287: Kathleen Moore, 509 E. 2nd
Street requested a variance to build
a carport 1 foot from the side prop-
erty line. Members approved.

Glen Fisher, representing the
Sutton County 4-H Building
Committee, requested the use of
Hotel/ Motel Tax funds for the con-
struction project. At present, the city
has a contractual agreement with the
Sonora Chamber of Commerce to

dispense the funds. 3% of the 7%
tax is allocated to the Main Street
Program and the remaining 4% to
the Chamber of Commerce.

Councilmember Kyle
Donaldson, was concerned with the
legality of the name of the building
which should contain, convention
center, civic center or auditorium.
Committee members stated they
have no problem with changing the
name of the building. According to
the committee, approximately 81%
of the activities are non 4-H events.

Preston Faris stated, “We don’t
want anyone to leave here with the
wrong impression about our rela-
tionship with the chamber.”

Mayor Margaret Cascadden
said, “If we’re able to give money, I
don’t think there’s going to be a
problem.”

The Phil

City’s auditor,

Sagebiel presented the 1997 Fiscal
Year Audit.-He stated the general
and enterprise funds have improved
over the past two years and the city
will be debt free as of April 1, 1998.

The auditor’s concerns were:

(1) water usage - 397 million

gallons were pumped with 295 mil-
lion gallons sold. With the use of
meters to track usage in the fire
department, utility line repair, and
testing meters regularly, these
actions should reduce the percent-
age to 15% of water not sold.

(2) Clean up various sites in
city as a response to letters from the
Texas Municipal League. City
Manager Brent Gesch has commit-
ted to cleaning up these locations.

(3) GTE fee negotiations - no
money was received from GTE last
year because of a disagreement in
terms.

Main Street Coordinator, Ann

Kay with Main Street Board mem-
bers, Kelly Owen and Joann
Hernandez, made a presentation on
the past, present, and future of the
Main Street Program. Council mem-
bers renewed the contract with the
Texas Main Street Department and
the Texas Historical Commission as
long as the contract remains the
same as 1997’s.

The Council approved an ordi-
nance to close and abandon as a
public alley between Oak Street and
Main Street, between First National
Bank and Sonora Auto Parts.

Alan Prather was appointed
Fire Chief, Tim Thorp - 1st
Assistant,. Rick Cearly - 2nd
Assistant, Carl Teaff - Fire Marshal
and Chris Croy - Assistant Fire
Marshal.

Council member’s salaries
were set at $50 per meeting for
1998.

meeting on Hotel/Motel Tax

Scott Joslove of the State
Attorney General’s office made a
presentation to Sonora citizens
Monday, Dec. 15 concerning the
use of Hotel/Motel Tax monies.

A two-part test is used to deter-
mine if an event falls in the guide-
lines as outlined by the Texas
Attorney General. Part one of the
test is: the funds can be used for an
event if it increases tourism.

The second part includes: con-
vention centers, registration of con-
vention delegates, advertising and
promotion of the city, promotion of
arts, and historical restoration and
preservation.

Sonora collects approximately
$100,000 a year from guests of
local hotels. Currently the Sonora
Chamber of Commerce disperses’
the funds.

DRN Holiday Schedule
Thanks to our advertisers and subscribers for a
successful 1997. Have a Merry Christmas.

The Devil’'s River News office will be closed
Wednesday, Dec. 24 through Friday, Dec. 26
Thursday, Jan. 1
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Food Center Deli 600 S. Crockett Ave.
387-5616
La Mexicana 240 N. Hwy. 277
387-3401
Pizza Hut 401 Hwy. 277 N.
387-3540
207 E. Glasscock Ave.
387-5552
Sonic Drive-In 202 Hwy. 277 N.
387-5292
Sutton County Steakhouse
387-3833
Town & Country Subway 610 S. Crockett
387-6181
Town & Country-Country Kitchen
903 N. Crockett Ave.

Rosie’s Cafe

1306 N. Service Rd.

1| 387-2169
\\

Church Dtrectory

PRIMERA IGLESIA THE CHUR
BAUTISTA 00D HEPHERD
Rick Sanchez PRESBYTERIAN
504 Santa Clara Lewis Allen, Pastor
387-2035 319 NE Mulberry

CHURCH OF CHRIST 8872018
Tim Dobbs, Minister
304 W. Water
387-3190

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Jim Stephen, Pastor
Rev. Paul Cornelius, Assoc,
Pastor
404 NE Oak
387-2951

EPI PAL CHURCH
Rev: J. Monte Jones, Rector
404 NE Poplar
387-2955

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Suzanne Steves, Pastor
201 NW Water
387-2466

ER ALEM

ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
St. Ann’s Street

387-3600

TREACH CHURCH

FE CHRIST
Hwy. 277 S. Glasscock

PENTE TAL CALVARY
TEMPLE
Willie West, Pastor
509 Amistad
387-3236

T ANN’
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father William DuBuisson,
OM.I =+
229 SW Plum
387-2278

EHOVAH’S WITNE
310 St. Ann’s Street

387-5658 or 387-5518

NEW HOPE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Don Sessom
511 Cornell

N 387-5215

COWBOY CHURCH
Monty Price
The Depot
Weekly Starting Sept. 2

PE LUTHER
_ CHURCH
Rev. Charles Huffman
417 E 2nd St.
387-5366

W LIFE ASSEMBLY

OF GOD
Brother Rick Brinson
306 N. 4th Street
387-2898

A Attend the church
of your choice

, BRONCHO FORD INC.
115 NW CONCHO
SONORA, TX 76950
(915)387-2549

OCur Sympathy

Bonnie Peitchinsky Bingham

Bonnie Peitchinsky Bingham,
90, of San Angelo died at 6:30 a.m.

Thursday, Dec. 18, 1997, in a San -
'Angelo nursing care center.

She was born July 12, 1907, in
Durant, Okla. She was a homemak-
er and a member of Concho Valley
Baptist Church.

She is survived by four chil-
dren, Jerri Huie, Cleo Owen and
Jesse Peitchinsky, all of San Angelo,
and Herman Peitchinsky of Odessa;
one brother, Coy Livingston of San

Antonio; one sister, Veda Steelman
of San Antonio; 11 grandchildren;
12 great-grandchildren; and two
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
one son, Raymond E. Johnson.

Services were at 1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20, at Concho Valley
Baptist Church with the Rev. David
Strange officiating. Graveside ser-
vices were at 3:30 p.m. in Sonora
Cemetery. Arrangements were by
Johnson’s Funeral Home.

Jack Robert Nixon

Jack Robert Nixon, 71, of Freer,
Texas died Saturday, Dec. 20, 1997.

Funeral services were Tuesday,
at 1 p.m. at Harrell Funeral with
Rev. Joe Carrales officiating.
Graveside services followed at 3:30
in Luling City Cemetery.

He is survived by his wife,
Mildred Faye Cates Nixon; daugh-
ters, Sharon and Michael Nettle of
Austin and Sue and David Prather of
Sonora; sisters, Betty Joy Benier
and Kenneth of Anniston, Alabama
and Mary Jo Greenough and Jerry of
Round Rock; brothers, William F.
(Bud) allen and Alice, of Norwalk,
Connecticut and Henry Eugene
Nixon and Ella Mae of Cuero;
grandsons, Jeff and Karen Cowley
of Austin, Davey Prather and
Nathanael Prather of Sonora and J.T.
and Fran Nettle of Austin; grand-

daughters, Kari Nettle, Lacy Nettle
of Austin, and Lisa Nettle Foret of
Nederland; great-grandsons,
Cristian Paul Cowley of Austin,
Brent Bergeron and Bryce Foret of
Nederland; great granddaughters,
Jessica Nettle of Austin, Brie
Bergeron and Avery Foret of
Nederland and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Mr. Nixon was a member of
The Assembly of God Church in
Freer, a member of the Exxon
Federation, lifetime member of
VFW and Post Commander of VFW
Post #8786 in Freer.

Pallbearers were Jeff Cowley,
Davey Prather, Nathanael Prather,
Chuck Barton, Bob Barton, and
Travis Barton.

Arrangements with Harrell
Funeral Home in Austin.

Willie B. “Bill” Whitehead

Willie B. Whitehead, 70, of
Sonora entered eternity Saturday,
December 20, 1997.

A celebration of Bill’s life was
held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 22, at the First United
Methodist Church in.Sonora. Burial
was followed in the G Cross

‘Cemetery at the Whitehead Ranch

in Val Verde County. Arrangements

were by Kerbow Funeral Home.
Bill was born October 3, 1927,

to Willie B. and Della Rose Halbert

"W“WHitehead, prominent Val Verde

ranchers. Bill’s busy life was not
hindered when stricken by polio at
age 21. He never missed a roundup,
doing everything from shearing to
branding. He was a president’s
council charter member of the
Independent Cattleman’s
Association of Texas, a member of
the = American Meat Goat
Association and the American Boer

Goat Association. He was a member
of the Methodist Church.
He is survived by one daughter,

Lesa Wireman of Sonora; one son, -

Bob Whitehead of Big Springs; one
brother, W.E. Whitehead of the
ranch; one sister, Rosemary Jones
of the ranch; six grandchildren, Fara
Smith, Sieth Wireman, Arett
Wireman, Kristen Whitehead,
Kolby Whitehead and Kalan
Whitehead; one great-granddaugh-
ter, Kyre Mia Whitehead.

Bill was a lifelong Val Verde
County rancher loved and respected
by all.

The family request memorials
be made to the March of Dimes and
Whitehead Memorial Museums of
Del Rio.

Visitation was at noon Monday,
December 22, at the depot in
Sonora.
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will close at 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 31st, New
Year’s Eve and will be closed Thursday, January 1
New Year’s Day.
Both Banks will resume regular banking hours on
Friday, January 2nd.

Y

Member FDIC

this Sunday
Kerbow
Funeral Home
387-2266
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Bethlehem

And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them;
and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto
you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.

And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men.

And it came to pass, as the
angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one
to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and
found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they
made known abroad the saying

which was told them concerning this
child.

And all they that heard it won-
dered at those things which were
told them by the shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things,
and pondered them in her heart.

Anda the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

And when eight days were
accomplished for the circumcising
of the child, his name was called
JESUS, which was so named of the
angel before he was conceived in the
womb.

And when the days of her
purification according to the law of
Moses were accomplished, they
brought him to Jerusalem, to present
him to the Lord; .

As it is written in the law of the °

Lord...

And to offer a sacrifice accord-
ing to that which is said in the law of
the Lord, a pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons...

And when they had performed
all things according to the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own city of Nazareth.

Family makes plea for help

Kameron Lyann Wike, the 14
month 0ld daughter of Wesley and
Erica Wike of Eldorado was diag-
nosed with arteriovenous malfor-

mation; the artery
does not penetrate the
brain tissue.

. Kameron is cur-
rently at Parkland
Children’s Hospital
in Dallas and will
possibly undergo
brain surgery. The
family doesn’t have
medical insurance.

Donations and

prayers are needed. A
trust fund was estab- °

lished in the child’s
name at First
National Bank of
Eldorado, 100 S.
Main, Eldorado,
Texas 76936.
Grandparents are
Billy Joe and Rosa
Pina of Eldorado,
Felix and Donna
Aguilar and Rex and
Ursula Wike all of San Angelo. “We
love you Kameron and pray for your
safe and healthy homecoming.”

SENIOR CENTER
Calendar of Events

December 24-26- Center Closed for Christmas

Holiday
December 29- Bingo!

December 30- Stretch -n- Step w/Bike & Treadmill

8:30-4:30

December 29 & January 1 Center Closed for New

Year’s Holiday

Lunch Menu

Wednesday, December 24-26

Center Closed for Christmas Holiday

Monday, December 29

Baked Chicken, Fried Rice, Zucchini Tomatoes, Roll,

Juice, Peach Cobbler
Tuesday, December 30

Salisbury Steak w/Gravy, Sweet Peas, Broccoli w/Cheese,

Roll, Fruited Jello

Wednesday, December 31 & January 1

Center Closed for New Year’s Holiday
Guest Meals are $4.00.
Suggested donation for Senior Citizens is $1.75.

Thursg, Janua
Happy New Your
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Ask The Historical Socie

Proof positive it does snow in Sonora!
Pictures of Sonora in the late 1920s

By Jo-Ann E. Palmer

I thought this week I would
share with you a lovely carol that
was first sung in 1642. It was first
written in the Huron Indians lan-
guage by a Jesuit missionary to

~Canada, Father Jean de Brebuf and

translated to English by J.E.
Middleton. I hope you enjoy it.

Jesous Ahatonhia -

(Jesus is Born)

‘Twas in the moon of winter-
time

When all the birds have fled,

That Mighty Gitchi Manitou

Sent angel-choirs instead;

Before their light the stars grew
dim,

and wond’ ring hunters heard
the hymn-

Jesus your King is born, Jesus
is born,

In excelsis gloria

Within a lodge of broken bark

The tender Babe was found,

A ragged robe of rabbit skin

enwrapp’d His beauty round;

But as the hunter braves drew
nigh,

The angel song rang loud and

high-

Jesus your King is born, Jesus
is born,

In excelsis gloria

The earliest moon of winter-
time

Is not so round and fair

As was the ring of glory on

The helpless Infant there.

The Chiefs from far before Him
knelt

With gifts of fox.and beaver
pelt-

Jesus your King is born, Jesus
is born,

In excelsis gloria

O children of the forest free,

O sons of Manitou,

The Holy Child of earth and
Heav’'n

Is born to day for you.

Come kneel before the radiant
Boy,

Who brings you beauty, peace
and joy-

Jesus your King is born, Jesus
is born,

In excelsis gloria.

Next I would like to share with
you a few old superstitions of the
south: Don’t wash and press a
Christmas present before giving it,
or you will wash out the good luck
and press in the bad.

Make a start on your year’s
work between Christmas and
January fifth-a bit of ditching, a lit-
tle plowing-to “show your inten-
tions.” But never fix your roof
between Christmas and New Year’s
or the holes will come right back.

Leave a loaf of bread on the
table after Christmas Eve supper
and you will have a full supply until
the next Christmas.

Eat an apple as the clock strikes
twelve on Christmas Eve and you
will have good health throughout
the coming year.

If you let a fire go out on
Christmas morning, spirits will
come to you then and later in the
season.

To ‘improve your luck, wear
something new on Christmas Day.
But nat new shoes. They will hurt,
and may even walk you into a cata-

ly

strophe.

Last Christmas I decided I
would try to decorate using native
material and making my own
Christmas wreaths and door swags.
All I can say, after tangling with the
local flora and fauna for hours on
end, is that your ancestors that set-
tled here must have been a truly
hearty people. My hands were raw,

" gloves torn apart by the cedar and

my nose quickly reminded me of
another reason I should not go near
cedar. Just think, your ancestors
used the cedar to decorate their man-
tles, their tables and some even used
them for Christmas trees. With
clever use of native greens, berries,
ribbons and dried flowers they made
some beautiful arrangements. After
trying it myself I can truly appreci-
ate what Christmas was like for the
early settlers. A lot of hard work but
well worth the effort when there is
not other material available.

Now we run to the store and buy
lights, tinsel, wreaths ready made,
and all kinds of Christmas trim-

mings. With staple gun in hand they

go up in a flash. They look real pret-
ty and save a lot of time and wear
and tear on my hands but they don’t
have that outdoors smell of the land.
Somehow those pretty plastic con-
fections just aren’t the same once
you have had the real thing. I don’t
think I can ever tangle with making
my own swags and wreaths again,
but I will always remember the one
time I tried it and the wonderful feel-
ing of making my own Christmas
decorations from scratch like the
pioneers to the area did in their early
days. Even though it was a lot of
hard work, the smells and sounds
and memories of Christmas past
were worth it.

Whether you have store bought,
or handmade decorations or none at
all. Whether you have Santa Claus,
the Christ Child, Lady Befana,
Chanukah, Pere Noel, Saint Lucia, a
Nacimientos or celebrate
Hogmanay-may you all have a safe
and happy holiday season and a
health and prosperous New Year!

If you have any questions con-
cerning Sutton County history, send
them to Ask the Historical Society,
P.O. Box 885, Sonora, TX 76950-
0885 or give me a call at 915-387-
2855. You may also e-mail us at
schs @sonora.digicom.net, asyywe
check our e-mail daily. A
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Kimberley Thompson !
30th
William Hearn
Mario Lira Jr.
Austin John Rodriguez
Jeannette Thompson
Katelynn Trevino
31st
Catrina Burris
Tina Covey
Maria Murillo
Lupe Ramon
Anita Samaniego
Patsy Samaniego
Happy Anniversary
26th )
Oeyes and Angelita Trevino:

December 25th
Betty Arredondo
Haven Holekamp

26th
Jesus Capuchina Jr.

Jessie Noriega

Brandon Munn

27th

Charlie Alewine

Dora Escalante

Ryan Garmon
28th
Joey Creek
Amy Gann
Brent Newkirk
Kent Newkirk
29th

Winners of the December 13 Merchants Association drawing
were Martina Weaver, Angelita Trevino, Kathy Malek, Dorthy
Jungk and Donna Harris. The December 20 drawing winners
were Guggle Thorp, Lucy Ramos, John Wilson, Charlotte
Wilson and RexAnn Friess

Tedford Jewelry

Rebeca Garcia, bride elect of Juan Mendoza

Dear Editor:

Santa Claus?
Virginia 0’Hanlon,
115 West 95th Street

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say
there is no Santa Claus. Papa says “If you see it in
The Sun it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They
have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical
age. They do not believe except what they see.
They think nothing can be which is not compre-
hensible by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia, whether they’d be men’s
or children’s, are little. In this great universe of

For Your Family.

In 1897 an editor of the New York Sun wrote an editorial that lives to this day.
It was in reply to an 8-year-old girl who asked, in a letter to the editor, “Is there a Santa Claus?”

I would like to share that editorial with your family this holiday season.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus

U.S. Representative
Henry Bonilla

ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect,

as compared with the boundless world about him,
as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping
the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists
as certainly as love and generosity and devotion
exist, and you know they abound and give your

life its highest beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would be the world if there
were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as
if there were no Virginias. There would be no
child-like faith then, no poetry, no romance to
make tolerable this existence. We would have no
enjoyment except in sense and sight.

The eternal light with which childhood fills

the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well
not believe in fairies. You might get your papa
to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus coming down,
but what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa
Claus, but that is no sign there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are those
that neither children nor men can see. Did you
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course
not, but that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders
there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

Paid for by Texans for Henry Bonilla, Jill LaHaye, Treasurer.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering
the unseen world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the strongest
men that ever lived, could tear apart.

Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can
push aside that curtain and view and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond.

Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, and he
lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia,
nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he
will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.




B&C Department Store, owned by Betty and Cuco
Hernandez, has been in business in Sonora for two years.
Convenlently located at the corner of Crockett and Main, it is
well stocked to meet your family’s needs for Wrangler jeans
and shirts, casual wear for women and belts for men and belts

and purses for women.

Go by today and talk with manager, Eloisa Hernandez or
Gina Santana and 'have a comforter, curtains and tablecloths
custom sized to meet your needs.

Plan your party with P.M. Office

& Variety

P.M. Office & Variety, formerly
P.M. Office Supply, has undergone a
major transformation in the last few

| months of its four year operation.

Owner Ann Fisher and manager
Vicki Downing have created a dar-
ling store that offers party supplies,
balloons (with or without helium)
gift bags, gift wrap, gift wrap acces-
sories, small gift items, sewing

notions while keeping office sup-
plies on hand.

PM. Office & Variety can also
meet your business needs with faxes,
copies, business cards and self-ink-
ing stamps.

If you are in the party mood, let
Vicki help you find your party sup-
plies at PM. Office & Variety, 204
Main Street. -

Westerman Drug-always here to
serve you through the holiday sea-
son and the coming year

Cox Drug Inc. of Sonora, better
known as Westerman Drug was pur-
chased by Ronnie and Alice Cox 12
years ago. Located at the corner of
Concho and Main, it is convenient,
accessible, and a vital asset to
Sonora.

Established in 1953 by Cecil
Westerman, Ronnie has worked in
the store since 1958 except for the 5
years he spent at UT College of

Pharmacy and 7 years employment
at Westerman Drug in San Angelo.

Employees Rosa Noriega,
Vickie Barker, Brian Steves and
Bernice Hearn are always available
to help you with your many gift
needs.

Pharmacists Ronnie Cox and
relief pharmacist, Mayon Neel, are
a phone call away to service your
pharmaceutical and other-the-
counter drug purchases.

Find your holiday wear at Chelle’s

Michael and Michelle Krieg
established Chelle’s 2 years ago this
coming April 1st located in the mall
on Hwy 277 North. Kristen
Hardgrave is employed to work on
Saturdays and owner, Michelle, is
there weekdays to help you with
your selections.

Chelle’s carries a wide selection
of Women & Children’s clothing in
all sizes, sterling silver jewelry, baby
gifts as well as gifts for all ages.

Beginning this spring, Chelle’s

will carry sandals and infant wear
too.

One special service Chelle’s
offers is dry cleaning and laundry
service by Comet Cleaners.

The convenient hours of Mon-
Sat 10:30-5:00 and Saturday 10:30-
2:30 is not cut in stone as Michelle
has her phone number posted on the
front door and is willing to meet you
during off hours for your conve-
nience to help you with your fashion
needs.

Bring your Christmas to life with
gifts from Vallree’s Bright Spot

Vallree’s Bright Spot, owned by Vallree Draper, opened its doors 5 1/2

years ago at 220 Main Street.

Her store has blossomed into a well-stocked clothing store for infants,
children, ladies & plus size clothes and hosiery as well as toys, gifts for all
occasions, including babies, wedding, birthday and gifts for men.

Vallree strives to offer quality merchandise at affordable prices and to
supply the items Sonorans need and want.

Rick Perry unveils tough, new anti-drunk driving plan
-Bold plan aimed at saving lives with .08 DWI limit & mandatory jail for drunk drivers-

Saying = that Texas should
“renew its commitment to fighting
drunk driving, not just during holi-
days but 365 days a year,” Lt.
Governor candidate Rick Perry
called for lowering the blood alco-
hol content threshold to .08 and
imposing tough new penalties,
including mandatory jail time, to
deter and punish drunk drivers.

“Texas leads the nation in

drunk driving fatalities and that’s
unacceptable in our state,” Rick
(Perry said. “As Lieutenant
Governor, I will work to lower the
blood alcohol content threshold for
driving while intoxicated to .08
from the current .10. To deter drunk
driving and punish law breakers, I
believe drunk drivers should serve
time in jail, the first time and every
time.”

Perry’s plans requires first-time
DWI offenders to spend a minimum
of three days in jail and have their
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Digital Satellite Needs A Home
NO EQUIPMENT TO BUY

drivers’ licenses suspended for a
minimum of 30 days as a condition
of probation. Occupational licenses
to allow driving to and from work
would no longer be granted. Those
convicted a second time face a min-
imum of 30 days in jail, no proba-
tion, and a six-month license sus-
pension. Third-time offenders face a
felony conviction, 180 days in jail, a
1-year license suspension, and the
seizure of their vehicle.

Most experts agree that at .10
blood alcohol content, the current
DWI threshold, drivers have
impaired judgment and reactions.

‘Lowering the limit to .08 would help

ensure that drivers possess the abili-
ty to function clearly and operate a
motor vehicle properly. Currently in
Texas, first-time DWI offenders are
not required to serve any jail time.
Second-time offenders face three
days in jail and third-time offenders
are subject to 10 days in jail. Current

Cost of installation $149

REBATE

ORDER NOW

Offer valid until 12-31-97

50

Cost after rebate $99

800-270-9923

Area wide installation

* FREE Programming (1 month)
$34.95 value

* FREE Disney Watch for Dec.

* FREE Universal Remote
$24.95 value

* TPN World’s only success channel
($9.95/month)

%
:

We hope that this holiday season is the best
for you and your family and friends.

100 E. Crockett 387-5094
Hrs. 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

law also allows for the seizure of
assets, such as automobiles, for cer-
tain felony drug offenses.

“I admit that these new penal-
ties are tough,” Perry continued.
“But we owe thi$ to the families of
drunk driving victims and to the par-
ents, husbands and wives who
worry about their children and loved
ones out on our roads, It’s a deter-
rent ‘when those who have been
drinking know they will face jail
and license suspension if they get
behind the wheel. I am confident
that these tough new penalties will
lower the number of drunk driving
fatalities and make our Texas roads
and highways safer.”

During the 1997 legislative ses-
sion, attempts to lower the DWI
threshold to .08 were unsuccessful.
Rick Perry, whose campaign is
based on safer streets, educational
excellence, strong families and eco-
nomic opportunity, was joined at

/

today’s new conference by Comal
County  Sheriff Bob Holder.
Additional portions of Rick Perry’s
anti-crime platform will be released
in the future.
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9 BEST WISHES FOR
THE HOLIDAYS AND

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Susanna Street Iay a clarinet sI, Angels ' ve
Heard on High

Sonora bands & choirs add

Staff Report

The 6th grade Colt band, 7th &
8th grade Colt band, Mighty Bronco
Band, Colt choir, Bronco choir and
Honor choir presented a beautiful
Christmas concert Thursday, Dec 18
in the Bronco gym.

A portion of the music selec-
tions included Christmas favorites
Jingle Bells, Up On The Housetop,
Jolly Old St. Nicholas, Christmas
Chimes, A Holly Jolly Christmas,
Gloria Deo, Long, Long Ago,
Reindeer Boogie, Gloria Festiva,
Who Is This Child?, One Star,

'O
DOWN
DELIVERS

to holiday spirit with concert

Christmas March, We Three Kings
and a special Christmas Festival
that had the audience singing too.
Directors of the bands are Mr.
Fred Bilderback, Middle School
bands, Mr. Armando Medina, High
School band, and Mr. Brad Heckler,
Middle and High School choirs.
Accompanists were Staci
Becknell and Charlotte Wilson.

Rl

Steve Anderson
387-3881 -

1-800-806-9091
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Aifter Christmas Sale
0% of f

Lots of good bargains-don’t miss it!!

387-5918
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NEW releases for this
week are:

Air Bud

Spawn

Til there was You

187

If you'’re
looking for the
latest movie
releases, look
no further than
the VIDEO
STORE!!

809 N. Crockett Ave.
Sonora, Tx. 76950
387-3710

Mon.-Fri.
10:30-1:30 p.m.
&
2:30-9:00 p.m.
Sat.
10:30a.m.-9:00p.m.
Sun.
1:00-6:00 p.m.
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Bronco scoreboard

Freshman
12-11-97 ;
Sonora: 60 Junction: 21
Leading Scorers: Jake Trainer 17,
lsiyan Hardgrave 9, Cody Ainsworth

Coach: Lance Powell

12-12-97

Sonora: 34 Glenn: 51

Leading Scorers: Matt Torres 12,
Ed Mayfield 7

Coach: Lance Powell

12-13-97

Sonora: 27 Colorado City: 51
Leading Scorers: Jake Trainer 8, '
Matt Torres 7

Coach: Lance Powell

12-15-97

Sonora: 33 Marble Falls: 51
Leading Scorer: Ed Mayfield 18

Coach;_ Lange Powell |

h7tlh Grade Girls
12-15-97
Sonora: 4 Iraan: 1
Leading Scorers: Hinojosa 2,
Mabry 2
“A combined 7-8th team defeated

- Iraan “B” Monday night. The girls

played hard offensively and defen-
sively.”
Coach: Carol Sessom
12-15-97
Sonora:23 Iraan:20
Leading Scorers: Ashley Parker-14
points, Courtney Hill-5 points, Kara
Hard-2 points.
“The Lady Colts came away with a
victory. The girls still need a lot of
work on rebounding. Overall they
played well and look forward to
coming back after the holidays.
Coach: Carole Sessom.

Boys JV
12-15-97
Sonora:52 Marble Falls:73
Leading Scorers: Isaac Ramos-16 ,
Riley Crain-11, Russell Dempsey-
7, Bryce Williams-6, Crispin Lira-5,
Edgar Gonzales-3, Fernie Ramos-2.
Coach: Brian Lowe

12-19-97

Sonora:62 Kermit:47

Leading Scorers: Isaac Ramos-20,
Crispin Lira-11, Russell Dempsey-
10, Alan Nicholas-6, Bryce
Williams-4, Fernie Ramos-4, Riley
Crain-4, Sloan Holley-2, Edgar
Gonzales-1.

Coach: Brian Lowe

12-20-97

Sonora:60 Midland Greenwood: 57
Leading Scorers: Russell Dempsey-
16, Isaac Ramos-12, Riley Crain-
11, Alan Nicholas-7, Bryce
Williams-6, Edgar Gonzales-5,
Crispin Lira-3.

Coach: Brian Lowe

12-20-97

Sonora:58 Crane:47

Leading Scorers: Isaac Ramos-17,
Russell Dempsey-14, Riley Crain-
9, Crispin Lira-6, Edgar Gonzales-
5, Bryce Williams-4, Fernie Ramos-

“The JV Boys finished first in the
tournament. They were the winners
of the 1997 Golden Cranes
Basketball JV Boys Tournament.
Coach: Brian Lowe

Varsity Boys
12-15-97
Sonora: 70 Marble Falls: 78
Leading Scorers: Ty Harrelson-35,
Brad Legan-10, Fernie Emiliano-8,
Anthony Luna-6, Kasey Wood-4,
Drew Dempsey-3, Mayer
Anderson-2, Ernie Perez-2.
“Brad Legan led all rebounds with
six. Ty Harrelson had seven steals.
Fernie Emiliano had six steals. Ty
and Fernie also had five and four
assists respectively. Down 62-42 at
the end of the third quarter. The
Broncos pulled within three and had
the ball with twenty seconds left
and were unable to convert.
Coach: Scott Harrelson

Westerman Brag
Sridal Registr

s 2 Rebeca Garcia, bride elect of Juan Mendoza
Brenda Murrillo, bride elect of Anthony Mungia ?
"Toni Moltz, bride elect of Brad Morgan

101 NW Concho

387-2541

SONORA BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
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BRONCOS
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*Colorado City Here
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BASKETBALL SCHEDULE SPONSORED BY
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203 S. HWY 277

202 HWY 277 N
387-5292

sponsored by

SONI&

202 Hwy. 277 S.  387-5292.
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Cindy Jones sinks two.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMEN

OPEN HOUSE _

Presented by West Texas Utilities Company

Reagan, Crockett, Schleicher and Sutton Counties
138KV Electric Transmission Line and Substation Project

Mon., Jan. 5, 1998

6 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Reagan County
Activities Center
Big Lake, Texas

Tues., Jan. 6, 1998

.6 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Sonora Middle School
Snack Bar
Sonora, Texas

Thurs., Jan. 8, 1998
6 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Ozona Civic Center
Ozona, Texas

Mission
Statement

We strive to serve
our customer’s
needs with high
quality, value
added products
and services.

We will attract and
retain the best
people and foster an
environment
throughout our
organization of
openness and trust
which empowers.all
of us to contribute
to our full potential.

We are committed
to operate our
business as
a valued neighhor
in the communities
in which we reside.

We believe that
integrity and
honesty are
essential and
we will not
compromise them in
our business.

We will continually
improve everything
we do more
efficiently and
better than our
compeltitors.

We strive to achieve
superior return on
equity and superior
earnings growth
Jor our stockhold-
ers, both short term

and long term.

You’ve finally found it. An oil field services company large
enough to boast international capabilities, yet small enough for
personal recognition. It’s a rare combination that sets BJ Services
apart from all the rest. How did we do it? By hiring the most
qualified people for the job, then helping them succeed by provid-
ing a home for personal and professional growth. It all starts with a
foundation of trust and openness, and continues by giving our
people the support and rewards they need to reach their full potential.

“We will attract and retain . best people
and foster an environment throughout our organization
of openness and trust which empowers all of us to
contribute to our full potential”

At BJ Services, we create a workplace where you’ll contribute
every day... where you'll grow comfortably into the demands of
your job...and where you’ll enjoy the stability of a company offering
global strength with personal warmth. Won’t you join us?

To become part of the BJ Services team,
please contact our Eldorado district office where
we're currently searching for world-class employ-
ees seeking to join a company to match.

Barnharl

Location Mop % @

R, ,

o5
/f

§
; \, Idorado

Call (915) 853-2553

West Texas Utilities Company (WTU) is seeking input from the public on the planned construction of a 138,QOO volt (138 kV)
electric transmission line and associated substations from WTU’s Big Lake substation on the south side of Big Lake, Texas, to
either WTU’s existing Ozona Substation on the north side of Ozona, Texas, or to a new substation in the Ozona area, to

WTU’s existing Sonora 138 kV substation on

the west side of Sonora, Texas.

WTU representatives will be available at the open houses to discuss the type of structures planned, construction methods, right
of way requirements, routing of the proposed transmission facilities and the need for the proposed construction. Visitors will
be given the opportunity to ask questions about the project, express concerns and make suggestions about the routing of the
line and siting of the substation within the project ‘area. :

.

For more information about the open houses, contact: Paul Evans (915-652-3043) or
Gene Morris (915-392-3682) if you are in the Big Lake or Ozona area, or
Blake Burchard (915-387-3574) or Steve Terrel (915-396-2742) if you are in the Sonora area.
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@QUC}TION CHEM&CALS

O‘ce‘"Pérs,OnneI M
Lois Archer a_nd Tina,Tyler

Thank you Sonora for makmg usa
- part of y

our communlty

Multi-Chem, Inc. is a specialty chemlcal company Wthh prov1des quality prod-
ucts and services to the oil & gas industry in the West Texas area. Multi-Chem was
established in September 1993, in Midland, Texas and relocated to Sonora in
February of 1995. Multi-Chem is owned and operated in Sonora at 801 Tayloe
Street. Multi-Chem’s focus has been to establish a win/win situation for both our
customers and our company position. Our goals are to maintain and develop a good
reputation for quality products and services to meet our customer needs.

Our focus has been toward working with productlon companies who produce and
gather oil and gas. Our primary focus has been in the Sonora and Ozona areas with
gas producers who produce gather and process natural gas. Multi-Chem provides
over 100 years of experience in both drilling and product1on chemicals. Multi-Chem

“has been able to expand with service centers located in Ozona, Hebbronville, and

Lone Grove, Oklahoma with 15 employees consisting of office personnei ‘sales, and
service technicians. »
Multi-Chem appreciates our loyal customers for their continued support. We

would like to say thank you to all our customers and wish you all the best through-

out the holiday season!

Sales and Service
Paul Stephens
Danny Tidwell
Garry Harrison

Service Technicians
Eddie Martinez
Pete Guerrero
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ation’s 25th census of agriculture begins

this week

Submitted
Questionnaires for the 1997
Census of Agriculture will begin
appearing in mailboxes this week.
This Census is the 25th national
count of farms and ranches since the
first Agricultural Census was taken
in 1840. All farms and ranches
@across the nation should receive
questionnaires within the next two
weeks. Forms are due back to the
National Agricultural = Statistics
Service by February 2, 1998.
Census questionnaires ask
about basic subjects such as land use
and ownership, crop acreage and
quantities harvested, livestock and
poultry inventories, value of crops
and livestock sold, and farm opera-
tor characteristics. One fourth of all
_farms and ranches will be asked
®,dditional questions on production
expenses, machinery inventories,
market value of land and buildings,
and ' income from farm-related
sources.

Anyone who receives a Census
form should complete and return it.
Individuals who don’t operate a
farm or ranch could possibly receive
Census questionnaires. In this situa-

tion, the recipient should return the
form with a note stating that the per-
son to whom it was addressed is not
involved with a farm or ranch. The
cost of conducting the Census can be
kept down if questionnaire recipi-
ents return their completed forms
promptly, so additional mailings can
be avoided. Farmers and ranchers
who do not receive a report form
should call the Texas Agricultural
Statistics Service (TASS) at 1-800-
626-3142 or write to P.O. Box 70,
Austin, TX 78767.

Data from the Census of agri-
culture are used in many ways by
many different groups to help chart
the future of agriculture. For exam-
ple:

* Algribusinesses use county-
by-county Census data to help meet
farmers’ needs for items such as fer-
tilizer, seed, equipment and parts.

* Grower organizations use the
results to develop marketing associ-
ations.

* Land Grant Universities use
the Census results to allocate
Cooperative Extension programs
and resources.

* Local agencies use Census

Drilling.

Drilling.

Corporation 2

Drilling.

L\
Rig I\Ldpations
as of December 19, 1997

New Union Oil/Midland; 15,400°, Pamela Action
#10H, Patterson Drilling.
U.P.R.; 10,200’, Perner Ranch #3301H, Patterson

U.P.R.; 10,000’, Couch 2-29 #3H, Patterson Drilling.
U.P.R.; 9,800, Perner Ranch #4301-H, Patterson Drilling.
J. Cleo Thompson/DAL; 9,300°, University 7-28#1, Patterson Drilling.
New Harrison Interest; 9,250’, Joe Tom Davidson #23, Patterson

Enron O&G Midland.; 9,150’, University 6-22 #1, Patterson Drilling.
New U.P.R.; 8,300’, Scheuber-A-#8, Patterson Drilling.

New WTG Exploration; 7,500’, Helbing B-#12, Patterson Drilling.
New U.P.R.; 7,300’, John W. Henderson III-C-#5, Patterson Drilling.
New U.P.R.; 7,300’, Bean 26-#13, Patterson Drilling.

. [New U.P.R.; 7,200’, WK Warren Foundation 24-#9, Patterson Drilling.
-INew U.P.R.; 7,200’, Henderson IGN-7-#3, Patterson Drilling.

New Lomak Prod.; 2700’, University Great Plains B-#9, Rod Ric

Edwards County
New Lomak Production; 6,000’, Jack Mann 8-#16, Patterson Drilling.
New Lomak Production; 6,000’, WL. Miers B-#47, Cleere Drilling.
Sutton County
Louis Dreyfus/OKC; 8,200°, Mayer 15-#4, Patterson Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus/OKC; 5,600’, Leo H. McMillan 11-#14, Patterson

Edwards County
New Louis Dreyfus/OKC; 8,200’, Rousselot A-#7, Patterson Drilling.
Texas Crude Operator; 7,300°, Steen 1206-#1, Cleere Drilling.

For complete report contact: Scott Huggins,
Rig Location & Permit Report Service
(800) 627-9785

Crockett County

i
CARL J. CAHILL, INC [ [L\C

OIL FIELD CONTRACTOR

Johnny Jones
(915)387-5387
R915)226-2330 MOBILE

W.J. Welding
915-387-3509
* 204 Sawyer Drive
Sonora, Texas 76950
Welding Portable-shop, Livestock Pens, Metal Buildings/Carports ect.,
Vehicle Rig Out-Grill Guards, Bumpers, Headache Rack, Gooseneck
Hookup, Trailer Repair-sandblast, paint, wiring, bearings ect., Air
Compression Rental, Fencing Material-wire, posts, stays, Rock Holes-air
drill/Beltec, We now have metal stock-Angle Iron, Strap, Sheet, ect...

Libb Wallace
(915)387-2303
(915)650-2071 MOBILE

Way
210 S. Hwy. 277, Sonora
387-5406

CELLULARONE

Authorized Dealer

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

FREE Activation Fee with $10.00
Donation to Toys for Tots
FREE Moforola Fiip

One Hour of FREE Evening & Weekend
Calling EVERY MO[‘JTH for ONE YEAR!!
Valid only thru Wireless Communications,
Subject to NEW Acﬁvoﬂon’s.only, some restrictions apply.

data to pin-point areas where quick
action is most needed in case of
emergency outbreaks of disease or
pests.

Farm and ranch operators are
required by law to file a Census
report, and the confidentiality of
each report is protected by the same
law. Census questionnaires may be
seen only by sworn USDA employ-
ees and may be used only for statis-
tical purposes. Copies retained by
farmers are immune from legal
processes.

Assistance in  completing
Census questionnaires is available
by telephone from the National
Agricultural Statistics Service; the
toll-free number is printed on the
back of each form. Locally, assis-
tance is available from USDA
Cooperative Extension Service,
Natural Resources Conservation
Service or Farm Service Agency
staff.

AGRIBUSINESS

Producers Livestock Auction Report

Compared with last week, feeder

steers and heifers firm. Slaughter
cows and bulls firm to 1.00 higher.
Stock cows and pairs steady.
Trading fairly active, demand good.
Quality average to plain. Supply
included 65 percent calves, 20 per-
cent slaughter cows and bulls, 10
percent stock cows and pairs, 5 per-
cent yearlings.
. Feeder Steers: Medium and Large
1 300-400 1b 94.00-108.00; 400-500
Ib 85.00-96.00, few 98.00-99.00;
500-600 1b 78.00-88.00, few 89.00-
91.00; 600-700 1b 71.50-80.50, set
604 Ib 83.00; 700-800 1b 72.00-
75.50; 800-900 1b 70.00-74.50.00.

Medium and Large 1-2 200-300 1b
97.00-104.00; 300-400 1b 80.00-
94.00; 400-500 1b 73.00-85.00; 500-
600 1b 70.00-78.00; 600-700 Ib

Irradiation approved for

red meat

Submitted

On December 2nd, the Food
and Drug Administration approved
the use of irradiation for fresh and
frozen red meat, including beef,
lamb and pork.

In this year’s FDA spending
bill, Congress had ordered the
agency to act within 60 days on a
three-year-old  petition - from
Isomedix Inc. which requested
approval to offer irradiation to meat
processors. The New Jersey compa-
ny has long experience with medical
sterilization.

Irradiation, also known as cold
pasteurization, would enable  meat
packers to kill bacteria at the end of
the production line, after it is already
sealed in packages and cannot be
contaminated further.

An FDA statement said that
approval of the process is based on a
number of studies conducted world-
wide which examined chemical
effects of irradiation on a wide vari-
ety of meat products, impact on

4

nutrient content, potential toxicity
concerns and effects on microorgan-
isms.

“FDA concluded that irradiation
is safe in reducing disease-causing
microbes in or on meats, and that it
does not compromise the nutritional
quality of treated products,” the
statement said.

Before red meat irradiation can
be used, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture must approve and pub-
lish a set of guidelines for process-
ing plants. Once that is done, plants
will have to figure out how to use
irradiation, whether they can afford
it and whether there is a consumer
demand.

Dr. Michael Friedman, action
FDA commissioner, said irradiation
will become a useful tool in combat-
ing foodborne illness, but that ulti-
mate responsibility still will rest
with the food handler and preparer.
“The consumer should not believe
that he or she does not have to use
good handling techniques.”

).

- plete line of produ

pipeline, drilling and
completion chemicals

Brad Childress
Sales-Service
650-5872 cell phone
387-6771 mobile
387-2617 home

Doug Cockrell
Account Manager
915-884-3550 office
915-277-2147 mobile
915-884-3052 home

Dennis Taylg
Sales-Acco [
Big Lake

634-88(

67.00-72.00; 700-800 1b 65.00-
71.50.

Feeder Heifers: Medium and Large
1 300-400 1b 80.00-90.00; 400-500
Ib 73.00-81.00; 500-600 1b 69.00-
77.00; 600-700 1b 69.00-74.00; 700-
800 1b 67.00-71.00.

Medium and large 1-2 200-300 Ib
71.00-77.00; 300-400 1b 70.00-
80.00; 400-500 1b 63.00-73.00; 500-
700 1b 60.00-69.00; 700-800 Ib
60.00-66.50.

Slaughter Cows: Breaking Utility
2-3 30.00-36.50; Cutter and Boning
Utility 1-2 30.50-38.00, high-dress-
ing 38.00-40.00; Canner and low-

i

A nice buck taken on the Ward Ranch by Jeff Hill out

Cutter 1-2 25.00-30.00.

To Mexico: Breaking Utility 2-4
40.00-42.50; Boning Utility 1-2

. 34.00-41.00. S

Slaughter'Bulls: Yield Grade 1-2
1400-22100 1bs 42.00-49.00, hi-
dressing 50.00-53.00; low-dressing
1100-1600 1b 34.00-42.00. -

Pregnancy Tested Stock Cows and
Heifers: Medium and Large 1-2
500.00-580.00 per head, medium 1-
2 410.00-500.00 per head.
Cow/Calf Pair: Medium and Large
1-2 cows with 100-300 Ib calves
680.00-740.00 per pair, medium 1-2
cows with 100-300 1b calves 490.00-
600.00 per pair.

Stocker & Feeder Cows: Medium
and Large 1-2 (middle age) 800-
1400 1b 34.00-38.00.

Source: USDA-Texas Dept of Ag
Market News

S T W
of

Midland, Texas. The hunt was guided by Gus Ward of
Sonora. The 10 pt. buck scored 141 1/8 with Boon &
Crockett. Pictured left to right is Gus Ward and Jeff Hill.

are often decorated with spicy
cakes called lebkuchen.

Mike Dillard -~

387-3881

Free blood Pressure & Blood Sugar
Checks every Wednesday from 9:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in our Sonora
Office at 205 Hwy 277 North (next
to Dairy Queen)

For information call our
office and speak with one
of our nurses.

At HouseCalls we care about
you and your health
Fowselalls
Health Care Services
853-2525 1-800-588-1470

NOW ON VIDEO

_ Perfect
Christmas Presents

BIOGRAPHY presents this
inspiring account of the
greatest story ever told,
the life of Jesus of Galilce.

to “A&E Biography Vidcos”
c/o New Village Mcdia

New York, NY 10010

only$1 9-95 each, or hoth for 534.95

plus shipping and handling.
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of these videos
will be donated to the Missionaries of Charity, Inc.

Call 1-800-288-5695

to order by credit card. Or send $19.95 or $34.95 plus $3.95 S&H

257 Park Avenue.South, 12th Floor

BIOGRAPHY presents this
definitive profile of one of the
spiritual giants of the 20th
.century — Mother Teresa.

FedEx Overnight
Declivery possible.

MICAL & SUPPLY INC.

BOX 1183
SONORA, TEXAS 76950
(915) 387-6023

Air & Fluid Drilling
Chemicals
Sales e Service ¢ Delivery

Curtis Lipham
915-387-3772
915-226-2707

‘Marty Lipham
915-387-3423 -
915-226-2706

William Watts
915-893-2074
915-668-0537




On December 27, 1822, the man who
developed pasteurization was born in
France. His name was Louis Pasteur, and
that process of preserving food was only
one of his major achievements. He spent
his life working toward the improvement
of people’s lives.

N

Pasteur worked for changes in hospital
practices in order to cut down on the
spread of disease, and he discovered how
rabies were being transmitted. Because of |
this, Pasteur developed techniques to vac-
cinate dogs against rabies and to treat :
people who had been
bitten by dogs with Qe

st e N
rabies.

[ B

The Pasteur Institute was
founded in the late 1880s as
a clinic for rabies treatment,
a research center for infec-
tious disease and a teaching
center.

“Do not put forward anything you cannot -
- prove by experimentation.”
—Louis Pasteur
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Texas occupies almost 7.5 percent of the
nation’s total land area. It’s as large as
New England, New York, Pennsylvania,
Ohio and Illinois combined. And it meas-
ures 773 miles from east to west and 801
miles from north to
south.

Théﬂ»tveleph»c')ne is by the window.
Le téléphone est prés de la fenétre.

The name “Texas”
comes from the
Spanish and Indian
words tejas and
techas, meaning “friends” or
“allies.”

FIND THESE WORDS IN THE PUZZLE BELOW.

BLEACH - CLEANER RAG
BROOM DRYER SPONGE
BRUSH DUSTPAN VACUUM
BUCKET MOP WASHER

THE WORDS READ UE DOWN AND ACROSS.

Texas became a state December 29, 1845—
the 28th of the nation. In population, Texas
is the third-largest state in the nation; its

population has more than quadrupled dur-
ing this century. :

-

Friendship is the state motto, and “Texas,
Our Texas” is the state song. The state tree
is the pecan tree, bluebonnets are the

state flower and the state bird is the
mockingbird.
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West

as Classified Ad Network

LASSIFIED ADs

Place your non-commercial classified ad in The Devil’s River News, Eldorado Success, Ozona
Stockman, Big Lake Wildcat and Grape Creek Messenger for one low,-low price. Call today for details!

387-2507

e Sonora

e Eldorado

e Ozona

e Big Lake

e Grape Creek

mployment

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
The Sonora ISD is accepting appli-
. cations for the position of 2nd Grade
Teacher. Experience and bilingual
¢ skills are preferred. Applications
be obtained at the
Superintendent’s Office and will be
accepted until the position is filled.
It is the policy of the Sonora ISD not
to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, or handi-
cap.

1(12-25-97)B

- Home Typists, PC users needed.
* $45,000 income potential. Call 1-
800-513-4343 Ext. B-1600.

BROKER

Caruthers

For Sale

5 By b

For Sale: Queen sofa sleeper $75.00
call 387-6199.

Want to Buy

Want to buy: preferably 2 3/8 in.
tubing pipe, but will buy any size.
One piece or a truckload. Call 387-
5285

Automobiles For dale

Take over payment for 1991 Astro
van. $500.00 up front and $185.00 a
month. Call 387-3933.

REALTOR®

Real Estate
Il Acreage Tracts FOR SAL

STRIEGLER ADDITION
Act Soon for Choice!
160 ACRES SCHLEICHER COUNTY-
Hunter’s paradise, CRP,
small hunting lodge,
quail, deer, excellent dove.

'(915) 387-LAND
(915) 387-2260

.

)
2

_ EQUALHOUSING

ce Located at 203 E. Chestnut
915-387-2171 Sonora, TX

i F Wa hé Muﬁn Real Estate
1B

REALTOR®

| —ceeontunmEs

ANNA MUNN 387-2171

May the sweetest ]oys of
A Christmas be with you

Merry Christmas and
Wayne Munn

REALTOR® AGENTS

Come hy our office or call today for information on our llstmgs.

throughout the year!

Happy New Year
from

Real Estate

PAM MUNN 387-3731

‘Bobbie A. Smith

387-2728

Call For Appointment.
Don Sessom- Salesman

Real
Estate

387-5797

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITIES

‘Serving Your Real Estate Neais A

REALTOR®

During this

holiday season,

may the warm
glow of love

and friendship

surround you.

Residential e Ranch ¢ Commercial

387-6115

Anita Balch Hudson, Broker

Scott J. Jacoby—Broker, specnallzmg in Ranch Real Estate

Mbile Hes

e S ]

$500 Cash Reward...paid to anyone

buying elsewhere for less! Stardust

Mobile Homes. (915) 653-1859.
1(12-18-97)bsmh

Manufactured Home Owners: 80

acres of private double lots, direct

river access on property, pool, com-

munity center-much more! contact

Lynette 915-653-1859 for details

* 1st 6 months 1/2 price*
4(12-11-97)b

For Sale: Doublewide 28x46 1994
Redman, 3 bdrm., 2 bath with sky-
light. Set up on 2 lots in Sonora.
Ready to move in. 387-5665 or 387-
2675.

4(12-18-97)p

Won’t believe our 97 close-outs at
fantastic prices. Call Bruce at 915-
653-1152. Fleetwood A-1 Homes.

If you’re serious about investing
in a quality home at an affordable
price, call Steve 915-653-1152. A-1
Homes.

Tired of renting, let me help you
get a home you can call your own.
Call Jeff 915-653-1152. A-1 Homes.

Two used doublewides,
6 singlewides. Call Wally at
915-653-1152. A-1 Homes.

1(12-25-97)B

Lots For Sale/Rent

g@
o

TO LEASE OR BUY: 3400 sq. ft.
building (formerly Sonora Sports
and Supply). Call Dr. Pollard at 915-
396-2647.

tfn(8-21-97)
Automotive Repair

Reasonably priced new tires, batter-
ies, oil & lube, tire repair, lawn
mower batteries. Free pick up an
delivery. Steve’s Flat House 1002
Glasscock. 387-5572

Misc.

i —=

NO TIME TO BAKE?
Let me help! Cakes, pies, cinnamon
rolls, cookies, bread (sour dough &
yeast), Jean Shepard 387-2067.
4(12-11-97)b

Electricians

= [@)

Newton Electric
Sonora Licensed Master,
AC-Heating
TACLBO016548E
502 S. Concho
Days, Nights, Weekends
387-5816
tfn(10-23-97)b

Monastery fund establlshed

Submitted

Philanthropist Eva Camunez
Tucker has generously given
$100,000 to begin the fundraising
efforts of the cloistered Carmelite
nuns of San Angelo for their new
monastery.

The new monastery will be
built on land given to them by Mr.
and Mrs. Pierce Holt near
Christoval. The Sisters currently
reside in a small ranch-style house
in San Angelo. Because of two
recent additions to their order, the
Sisters need more space.

The isolation of the country
will also better suit their vocation of
prayer. The Carmelite Sisters spend
about eight hours a day in prayer
throughout the day and night. “As
Carmelites, we are called to a life of
prayer, penance, silence and soli-
tude... we hunger for this,” explains
Mother Miriam Therese.

“I want others to match my gift
to the Sisters. All they do is spend

(=S

| Phone: (915) 949-1697
Toll Free: 1-800-588-1697
Fax: 915-944-3901

Choice weekend hunting- deer and
turkey, southwest Sutton County,
feeders, private pastures, camping,
water, electricity and firewood. 392-
3382

House for sale: remodeled interior,
4-5 bedrooms, 2 complete baths,
dining room, laundry room, garage,
carport, basketball court, swing set
on large lot with large trees. 104
Ave. J $40,000 392-2780 or 392-
2795.

For Sale: 1993 Toyota Camry XLE,
4-door 57K in mint condition with
sun roof-$12,499 owner-seller. 392-
2382.

For Sale: flat state bed suitable for
mounting on large pickup or small
rack. Solid Oak boards. Call
Sammie at 392-3325

For Sale: Nelco sewingr machine in
maple cabinet. Call 392-3377.

For Sale: shelled pecans-1997 crop.
Call 392-2036

Wanted Acreage with minerals-pre-
fer owner financing and/or oil/gas
leases for drilling commitments.
(915)529-4704.

For Sale- Rhino 15’ Batwing
Mower. Call after 6:00 p.m. 853-
3374.

... For Sale: 5 acres with wate&% }

their lives praying for all of us. Thelr
prayers are a tremendous gift to all
of our community, not just the
Catholics but for all people.” Mrs.
Tucker has also helped to build other
projects in San Angelo.

The Sisters have carefully saved
their pennies in order to initiate the
building fund, however, an addition-
al $800,000 will be needed to com-
plete the project.

An account has been established
to which people can contribute, “The
Our Lady of Grace Fund.” People
wanting to write to the Sisters or
contribute to the building fund may
contact them at Our Lady of Grace
Monastery, #1 St. Joseph Place, San
Angelo, Texas 76905.

B

John Lopez Jr.

387-3881

Concho Busmess Solutlons Inc

REGIONAL SALES REP.

OFFICE SUPPLIES

Jerry Turn
PRINTING
FURNITURE

FREE DELIVERY
2401 Sherwood Way
San Angelo TX 76901

"yglrritated and swollen gums?
Now, there’s a natural solution!

THE

Natural

DENTIST

The Natural Dentist™
Herbal Mouth and
Gum Therapy™
‘Available at Health and Natural Fond Stores

V-

If your loved one is in
need of more care than you can give, but
you resist a nursing home,

Lillian M. Hudspeth Memorial Hospital

has a “long term” program that might be just the right thing
' for you! For more information about taking advantage of 24-
hour nursing care in the hospital call

381-2521

3 |
b‘ﬂ:f:f‘fffff.{;_f‘ffffff 2|

acres cultivated. 1 1/2 mllm.gfif on
W. Hwy. 190. $12,000. Call 853-
2610

For Sale: 4 bedroom, 2 bath house.
Call 884-3505

For Sale: 3bd/1 1/2 ba, brick home,
lg. storage and privacy fence. Will
change carpet to suit buyer. 884-
3757 (1031 6th St.)

House For Sale: with 22 acres,
owner financing available... OR
HOUSE FOR RENT OR LEASE. °
Location - Benedum Field. Call for
more information (915)884-3443

For Sale: Rock house, 4 bedroom, 2
bath, water well, pump, 4-car steel
carport, central heat/ac, water soft-
ner, 2 lots fenced. Call Rankin 693-
2921.

Free puppies to a good home! Lab
mix, 8 weeks old. Call 884-2215
before 5:00 p.m.

For Sale: registered Rottweiler pup-
pies. Call John Walts at 884-2708 to
reserve one or make an appointment
to see them.

For Sale: black tubular bunk beds,
twin over double. $125.00, mattress

" not included. 884-3365

House for sale: 406 Plaza, 2 Bdrm,
1 1/2 bath, pantry, and dining. Guest
quarters has large room, bath and
kitchen. Storage, large yard, 2 space
carport. Call 884-2007

House for sale: 3bd/2ba, CH/A,
built-in appliances, privacy fence &
storage building. 703 Pennsylvama ;
$50,000. (830)238-4708 or‘ 884-

'SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sonora Electric
Company

Electric Repair
Construction Farm & Ranch
Commercial/Residential

Arnold Hosford

915-387-3677

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.

OILFIELD !
l_’l' CONTRACTOR |
(915)387-2524 |}
Sonora,TX |

SONORA TEXAS
Complete
Qilfield Service

Jimmy Condra
(915)387-3843

Dunes Mini

Storage
now leasing

387-2104

Max C. Fischer
Counsellor &
Attorney at Law
Roosevelt Tx. 915-446-4191
1-800-484-9486-3859

Luxury Living at its best!

K asey’s
orner Apartments

¢ 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Units
e Fully Carpeted
* All Appliances
* Laundry Room
e Convenient to all schools
Please call for further

information.
387-2104
103 Dollie e _Sonora, TX

Windmills Pumps
George Thorp

i Waterwell Service

GEO. “JENKY"” THORP

915-387-5104

MOBILE: 915-650-4752

510 W. Mulberry » Sonora, TX

Service]

CONCHO VALLEY
PEST CONTROL
Professional Service
Carl Weinacht

915-947-1633
3412 Greenndge

The Bright Spot
Beauty Shop

Total Hair Care for the whole family

Mon-Fri 8-5 387-2460
214 1/2 Main Sonora, TX

Texas Carpet
Cleaning

“We clean carpets, sofas,
and recliners”
(915)446-4067
1-888-892-8292

Toll Free
Junction, TX

Knox Floor Coverlng
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
392-2180 |
201 Ave | Ozona, TX

Red Hoss

Feeds
Your Local Purina
Dealer
387-3621 |

TEAM GRAPHICS
CUSTOM SCREEN PRINTING
T-Shirts * Caps
Marla Percifull
915/387-5017
Sonora, TX

General Oilfield

j FLOORS, & CERAMIC

Contractor
387-3093

Call 387-2587 to place |
your ad in the Service
Director

COUNTER TOPS!
JUNCTION, TX
TOLL FREE
1(888) 892-8292
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Sonora ngh School ends semester
with karaoke / pantomime contest

The Dribblets wm f

With the first' semestet of the
1997-98 school year coming to an
end, the students of the Sonora High
. School “tuned it up” and ended
1997 with a good note as they com-
peted in a “Karaoke/Pantomime”
contest December 19th in the audi-
torium of the high school. Award
certificates -and prizes, donated by

Funky Monkeys” - April Casiano,
Desi Badillo, Lizzy Badillo, Leslie
Samaniego and Patty Covarrubiaz
performing “Happy Nation.”
Though they did not perform to
compete, a unanimous decision by
applause of the student body voted
“The Da-Da-Da’s” made up of Mr.
Paul Abundez, Mr. Scott Harrelson

_their semester tests,”

Contestants were Judged by:
 their overall performance, audience
participation and applause. Judges
for the contest were Cynthia Keel,
Cleone Taylor and Tom Clifton.

“The students have been work-
ing very hard this year so I suggest-
ed the contest to give them a chance
to unwind after they finished taking
said Jo
Wilkinson, the contest coordinator.
“It’s a lot of fun working with the
students and I must say, I was over-
whelmed by the generous donation
of prizes we received from the mer-
chants of Sonora. We truly appreci-
ate their continuous support for the
students of Sonora.”

The participating merchants
were Vallree’s Bright Spot Fashions,
Rosie’s Cafe, Sutton County Steak
House, Pizza Hut, OI’ Sonora
Trading Co., Merle Norman &
Gifts,
Lisa’s Flowers & Gifts, Business
Basics, Tedford Jewelry, Westerman

Sonora ‘Wool & Mohair,:

-
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SEASON'’S GREETINGS

FROM

DIRECTV.

on a satellite TV system?

Been waiting for a great deal

and Mr. Mike Reilly the “Top
Performance.”

Drug, Sonic Drive-In, The Video
Store and image.

- local Sonora merchants, were pre-
sented to the winners of first, second
and third place.

Winning first place were “The
Dribblets” - Cam‘lle Marshall,
Heather Felts, Cindy Jones, Daisy
Mireles, Blair Crain, Katy Cooke,
Erin Payton, Kari Purvis, Kara
Eaton and Stayce Fox performing
“Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer.”

“Elbissopmi Noissim” - Ty
Harrelson, Brad Legan, Tanner
Fields, David Mayer and Anthony
Renfro received second place per-
forming “Mission Impossible” and
winning third place were “The

- Coach Scott Harrelson,” Principal Paul Abundez, and
Counselor Mike Reilly are very entertaining.

Merry C])risl:mas

01101‘&

Have a greal ‘98!
Mayor Margarel Cascadden

Paid for by Margaret Cascadden

RON’S PLUMBING

formerly
, Ramsey Plumbing
is still operating in Sonora, Eldorado, Ozona and
surrounding areas. Rudy Montez will still be servicing
your plumbing needs.

Exclusively from

DIRECTV.

Enjoy 18 pay per view movies for FREE
when you buy a DSS sysiem and
subscribe to DIRECTV Total Choice

programming.

Complete Plumbing Repair & Installation
- SALES e SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION
LICENSED ¢ BONDED ¢ INSURED
DRAIN CLEANING SERVICE

* Mobile ;
o RON’S PLUMBING
1-888-805-1412

Pagér
481-5613

SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS

MILITARY DISCOUNTS

HURRY! Offer ends January 12, 1998!

*Limited-time offer for new DIRECTV residential subscribers, who purchase a DSS system 4
between 12/5/97 and 1/12/98, and activate Total Choice service before 1/26/98. One per
household. Offer may not be valid in NRTC areas. $5.00 order assistance fee applies to all
phone-in orders. To order pay per view programming, your DSS system must be
continuously connected to a land-based phone line and you must have a DIRECTV
subscription. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change. Hardware
and programming sold separately. DIRECTV, DSS Total Choice are trademarks of DIRECTV,

J‘e’rry’s I.V. Service
- 853-2314

Rushing Enterprises
-~ 387-3592
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GaL*dOLCO.

The employees of G&L Tool Co. would like

to thank all of our customers in Sonora

= and Sutton County for a successful year.
May you and your families have a holiday

season filled with God’s love and much

happiness. Thanks again for being a
faithful customer!
We appreciate you!
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