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Get Healthy at the Fair
Submitted

The Health Fair is scheduled for Wednesday, November 8, 2000 from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. It will be held at the Sutton County Civic Center. 
There will be a variety of different booths this year. You can still sign up to 
donate blood by calling Shanna Petty or Juanita Gomez at 387-5666.

The Masonic Lodge will be serving a Bar-B-Que lunch for the public 
and the vendors.

Some of the different services that will be provided to the public are 
Cholesterol checks, flu shots (if available), complete blood counts, rabies 
shots for animals, AirMed One Display, car safety seat checks, bike safety, 
fingerprinting, blood sugars, and blood pressures. For more information 
please call Shanna at 387-5666 or Ronnie at 387-2541.

» JV Broncos K/0 the JV Punchers
by Ray Glasscock

This was the much anticipated 
game between the undefeated JV 
Broncos and the once defeated JV 
Mason Punchers. The game fea­
tured the varied passing and running 
attack that mirrors the Bronco Varsi­
ty. The Mason team entered the 
game with only one defeat to Wall. 
The Broncos continually stymied 
the Puncher quarterback and all of 
their running backs. Mason was. 
able to record only five first downs, 

^  and Sonora easily won 50-6.
Mason won the toss, but 

deferred to the Broncos who elected 
to receive. The Broncos started on 
their 20 after the kickoff sailed 
through the end zone. Emmanuel 
Lopez, Juan Rodriguez, and Scottie 
Moore drove the ball down the field 
to Mason's 33 yard line. Moore then 
passed 7 yards to Doug Yocham. On 

- the next play, Moore executed a per­
fect screen pass to Lopez who took 
the pass and worked his magic for 
26 yards through the defenders for 

^  the first score. Lopez also scored 
the two point conversion on a quick 
pitch.

Mason received the Bronco 
kickoff and made their only first 
down of the first half. The Bronco 
defense quickly mastered the Mason 
wishbone attack and Jared Parker, 
Luis 'Segura, Landon Brockman, 
and Lopez destroyed the next series.

The Broncos took over on 
downs. Rodriguez, Lopez, and 
Dustin Martin took the ball down 
the field. Rodriguez dove over the 

I ^  Punchers' goal line defense for the 
Broncos' second touchdown. This 
two point conversion was not suc­
cessful.

Tom Homra, Wilson Wallace, 
Mark Gandar, Israel Arevalo, Jared 
Parks, and Lopez tackled the Mason 
runners. On third down, the Bronco 
defense caused a fumble and Areva­
lo recovered it on their 19 yard line. 
However, the Broncos were unable 
to score, as the Mason defense was

able to hold.
Mason was unable to move the 

ball and punted. Moore opened the 
drive with a 30 yard pass to Brock­
man. Dustin Martin ran the counter 
for a first down .' Rodriguez used his 
blazing speed and ran 12 yards for 
the next touchdown. Moore execut­
ed another screen pass to Lopez for 
an apparent two point conversion, 
but it was called back by a penalty.

Mason's wishbone again was 
completely ineffective. When they 
tried to pass on fourth down, Areva­
lo sacked their quarterback for a 
loss. After a good punt by Mason, 
the Broncos started on their 37 yard 
line. Moore attempted a deep pass, 
but it was just out of reach of the 
diving Lopez. The Broncos sent 
Rodriguez, who usually lines up as 
the fullback, wide right as a receiv­
er. Mason was caught off guard as 
the speedy "fullback" quickly blew 
pass the defender, caught a perfect 
pass from Moore, and ran 
untouched for a 61 yard touchdown. 
Emmanuel Lopez ran the pitch. He 
was hit in the backfield, but he spun 
away from the tackier. Two more 
defenders hit him and he' bounced 
backwards, regained his balance, 
and cut through three more defend­
ers for the two point conversion.

After a very deep kickoff by 
Zed Snodgrass, Tan Cade and Lan­
don Brockman stopped the Mason 
return man on their 14 yard line. 
This series lasted three plays. The 
last Bronco drive was just as effi­
cient. Moore brought the Broncos 
to the line of scrimmage in the shot­
gun formation. Mason spread their 
defense to cover the four Bronco 
receivers. Moore took the snap, 
waited until the receivers started 
their routes. He pulled the ball 
down and ran a perfect quarterback 
keeper up the middle for a 22 yard 
touchdown. Lopez completed the 
two point conversion.

See JV Broncos page 5

Spotlight on Sutton Co. 
EMS

U L Â , f

Tim Thorp 
EMT - Paramedic

Leslie Thorp 
EMT - Intermediate

Meet EMS Charter Members, Tim and Leslie Thorp. Tim joined the 
organization in March of 1982 and Leslie joined in 1984. They have two 
children, a son, T.J. who is a paramedic with the Washington Co. EMS in 
Brenham, TX where he lives and is going to school at Blinn and a daugh­
ter, Joni, who also is a student at Blinn University.

During his time with the EMS Tim has held the position of President, 
Vice President, and is presently a Training Officer. Leslie has also been 
President, as well as Secretary and is the current Vice President. Other 
certifications Tim has achieved are Instructor and Examiner, Advance 
Cardiac Life Support (ACLS), Basic Trauma Life Support (BTLS), 
Pediatric Advance Life Support (PALS) and EMT of the Year in 1991. 
Leslie was EMT of the year in 1989 and is a Skills Instructor and

Terry Family Dedicates Marker to Loved One
A Marker Dedication and 

Memorial Service was held for Pri­
vate Joseph Terry at the Sutton 
County Burial Park on Saturday, 
October 28, 2000.

A nice crowd was on hand to 
witness the General Tom Green 
Camp #1613, SCV post the colors 
and perform trumpet solos, while 
dressed in confederate soldier 
attire.

The Dee Ora Masonic Lodge 
#715 gave the invocation, which 
included LP Bloodworth reading

the minutes from the actual burial 
service that took place in 1902.

Joseph’s Great-Great Grand­
son, Christian Baehr gave a biogra­
phy of Terry and Steven Terry, 
Great Grandson, gave a brief Unit 
history of the 11th Texas Calvary, 
with which Joseph had served.

Leland Hammer and Ewell 
Loudermilk gave a Sons of Confed­
erate Veterans Dedication, followed 
by a Salute to the Confederate Flag.

Gwen Hall Gay and Margaret 
Gay Gharlesworth, members of the 
Minnie B. Williams Chapter #531

of the United Daughters of the Con­
federacy, were both dressed in peri­
od dresses and presented a memori­
al wreath to be placed on the grave 
site.

After a Benediction by Ewell 
Loudermilk, a rifle salute was 
sounded by the Confederate Sol­
diers standing at attention near the 
grave.

Sharon Terry Baehr, Great 
Granddaughter, thanked everyone 
for all they did, with a Special thank

you-to JoAnn Palmer, who was the 
key player in orchestrating the 
event.

Following the service every­
one was treated to a lunch, provid­
ed by the Sutton County Steak- 
house, at the Cauthom Memorial 
Building.

Not only was the service a 
moving way to honor a lost loved 
one, it was also an educational 
learning experience for all that 
attended.

Gary Bates, Adjutant Dunn-Holt-Midkiff Camp #1441, SCV played 
“Rock of Ages” solo on his trumpet.

Family members of Joseph Terry unveiled the marker for their loved 
one.

Continuing 
Education 
Computer 

Classes Still 
Available

Submitted
There are still openings for the 

upcoming computer classes here in 
Sonora. Introduction to Windows 
98 for People over 50, and Interme­
diate Windows 98 will be offered 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 
November 14-28 (excluding 
November 23).

Introduction to Windows 98 
for People over 50 is designed for 
older adults who would like to learn 
how to manage and set up pro­
grams, basic computer set up and 
internet access. Classes will meet at 
the First National Bank Annex 
Building from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
The cost for the class will be $54.

Intermediate Windows 98 is 
designed for people who have a 
basic understanding of computers 
and Windows, but would like to 
become more proficient. Specific 
topics include advanced operations 
such as file structure, disk manage­
ment, DOS mode operations cor­
recting problems, and using key­
board shortcuts to save time. Class­
es will meet at the First National 
Bank Annex Building from 1:00 to 
4:00 P.M. The cost for the class will 
be $79.

To sign up for the classes, 
please come by the Chamber of 
Commerce office to pick up a regis­
tration form.

Golf Tournament 
Rescheduled

The benefit golf tournament for 
the Sonora volunteer fire department 
is rescheduled for Saturday Novem­
ber 4th at 1:00 P.M. This is the 
fourth time this event has been 
rescheduled due to rain (we're not 
griping). This ABCD scramble is 
sponsored by Baker Petrolite to help 
our fire department purchase a water 
truck to supply their units in the 
field.

Entry fee for the scramble is 
$20.00 and donations will be accept­
ed from those who just want to come 
eat at the fajita supper after the 
scramble.

The fajita supper will be served 
at 6:00 P.M. Regardless of the 
weather. If we are rained out again 
we will give away all the tournament 
prizes as door prizes during the sup­
per.

If you want to enter, or have 
questions, call the Sonora Golf Club 
at 387-3680 or John Adams at 277- 
5741. Come and have fun while sup­
porting our firefighters.

Broncos Render Punchers Punchless
by Tryon Fields

Last Friday, with the win over 
the Mason Punchers, the Sonora 
Broncos took another step toward 
their second consecutive District 
Championship and their fourth 
straight play-off bid. The win over 
the Punchers moved the Broncos 
record to 8 and 0 and 3 and 0 in Dis­
trict 2-2A. This game could possi­
bly have been the best game that the 
Broncos have played since starting 
district play. "The Broncos used an 
all out effort from each team mem­
ber to completely dominate a team 
that possiljly out weighed the Bron­
cos in almost every position. Ulti­
mately the Broncos speed and team 
unity dictated the outcome of the 
game.

In winning the coin toss, the 
Punchers elected to receive the 
opening kick-off. It did not take 
long for the Punchers to experience 
what the seven previous Bronco 
opponents had experienced. A very 
tenancious defense that has limited 
most of its opponents to less than a 
hundred and fifty total yards of 
offense. Normally using a ball con­
trol offense, the Punchers began the 
game by going to the passing game 
to try and loosen up the Bronco 
defense. Unrelenting pressure by 
the Bronco front four and excellent 
coverage by the secondary forced 
Mason to punt the football after four 
plays. The Red Hosses would begin 
their first possession at the Puncher 
forty-one.

Bronco quarterback, Bryce 
Williams immediately went to work 
alternating between the passing 
game and the power running of full­
back, Tom Jacoby. Passes to Riley 
Crain and James Elliott as well as 
the running of Tom Jacoby would 
move the ball to the Puncher six.

At the six. Bronco tailback, 
William Renfro would get to the 
outside on .student body right and 
dive into the end-zone scoring his 
first of four touchdowns. Bronco 
place-kicker, Javier Gayton would 
add to his point total by splitting the 
uprights to give the Broncos a 7 
point lead with eight minutes and 
twelve seconds left in the first quar­
ter. The Punchers second posses­
sion met with the same Bronco 
resistance. Anthony Sanchez, Chris 
Green, and Jared Solis led the Bron­
co pursuit that forced the Punchers 
to punt the ball after only three 
downs. Going back to the “Air 
Williams” game plan, the Broncos 
started at the Puncher forty-eight 
and took a little over four minutes 
and seven plays to put the game out 
of reach. Passes to Crain and Elliott 
as well as a screen play to William 
Renfro moved the ball to the Punch­
er ten yard line. Bronco wingback. 
Chance Armke would score the 
Broncos second touchdown on the 
wingback counter at the three 
minute and fifty-two second mark of

the first quarter. A miscue between 
the center and the holder would 
force Gayton to miss the mark on 
the PAT; thus giving the Broncos 
only a thirteen pdint lead.

Broncos 13 - Punchers 0.
Mason's next possession would 
begin on their own twenty-one.

Going to the running game, the 
Punchers began to inch thè football 
down the field. Runs by Zac Lange­
henning, Will Lehmberg, and Daniel 
Worden would finish out the first 
quarter. The second quarter would 
find the Punchers in Bronco territo­
ry at the Red Hoss thirty-six. 
Adopting a bend but don’t break 
policy, the Bronco defense began to 
stiffen at the thirty-six. On a fourth 
and three, the Punchers elected to go 
for the first down. Tremendous 
pressure by Riley Crain, Anthony 
Sanchez, Cole Cearley, and Danny 
Solis; the Bronco defense was suc­
cessful in stopping the Punchers 
short of the first down marker. Tak­
ing its cue from the defense, the 
Mighty Bronco offense once again 
took the field with nothing but end- 
zone on its mind.

Short runs by Renfro and Jaco­
by along with a pass to Elliott 
moved the ball to the Bronco forty- 
eight. At the forty-eight, the Bronco 
front line would clear a path to the 
outside for William Renfro and the 
rest would be poetry in motion as 
Renfro would leave purple clad 
players laying in his wake; as he 
would score his second touchdown 
with eight minutes and forty-five 
seconds left in the second quarter. 
Wanting to regain the lost extra 
point, the Broncos elected to go for 
two. Bryce Williams would roll to 
his right and find his go to receiver 
Riley Crain in the end-zone for the 
two points giving the Broncos a 
twenty-one point advantage: Sono­
ra 21 - Mason 0.

Mason’s lack of success on 
offense would continue on their next 
possession. Bronco defensemen 
James Elliott, Jared Solis, Chris 
Green, Thomas Bloodworth, and 
Anthony Sanchez would continue to 
apply the pressure and force the

Punchers to punt for the third time 
in the ball game. Having had sever­
al thunderstorms during the week, 
one would think that Mason would 
be used tiT thunder and lightening! 
What they did not expect was light­
ening without the thunder. Thé 
lightening attack of the Broncos put 
their next touchdown on the board.

After a short pass to Riley 
Crain; Bryce Williams would keep 
the fçotball on the option play and 
advance the ball into Puncher terri­
tory at the Mason forty-seven. “Mr. 
Lightening”, William Renfro would 
handle the next carry and behind the 
blocking of Sean Eields would break 
to the outside and out race the 
Punchers into the end-zone for his 
third touchdown of the game. After 
three plays and forty-five seconds 
and the extra point by Gayton, the 
Broncos would hold a commanding 
28 to 0 lead oyer the Mason Punch­
ers. The remainder of the second 
quarter would be much of the same 
for the Mason Punchers; as they 
would be able to advance the ball 
into Bronco territory, but a very 
stingy Red Hoss defense would 
force them to turn the ball over on 
downs. With two minutes left in the 
half, the Bronco offense was unable 
to come up with key plays to 
advance the football and were 
forced to punt for the first time of 
the game. With only thirteen sec­
onds left in the half, the Punchers 
were content to run the clock out 
and go to the locker room down by 
twenty-eight. Halftirhe: Sonora 28 
- Mason 0

Sonora would receive the sec­
ond half kick-off and set up shop at 
their own twenty-seven. Who said 
lightening doesn’t strike twice in the 
same spot. The Mason faithful 
would attest otherwise.

Once again what seems to 
becoming a Bronco trademark; not 
three plays and out, but three plays 
and score occurred. A short run by 
Tom Jacoby and a fifty yard run by 
“The Energizer”, Sean Fields would 
set up a twenty one yard scoring run

See Varsity Broncos page 5
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William Renfro evades the tackle to run with the ball.
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S o n o r a
C F iu r c f i  D i r e c t o r y

PRIMERA IGLESIA  
BAUTISTA 

Rick Sanchez 
504 Santa Clara 

387-2035

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
304 N. Water 

387-3190

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
T. Wayne Price 

Pastor 
404 E Oak 
387-2951

ST. JOHN’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rev. Ted W. Harris 
404 E. Poplar 

387-2955

THE CHURCH OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD 

PRESBYTERIAN 
Lewis Allen, Pastor 

319 E. Mulberry 
387-2616

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Don Longoria, Pastor 
Corner of Hwy. 277 S. and 

Giasscock

PENTECOSTAL CALVARY 
TEMPLE UNITED 

Randy Greenwood 
Pastor 

509 Amistad 
387-5266

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev. Suzanne Steves, Pastor 
201 N. Water 

387-2466

TEMPLO JERUSALEM  
ASAMBLEA DE DIOS 

Rev. Santos Beserra, Jr. 
306 W. 4th St. 

387-5713

HOPE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Rev. Charles Huffman 
417 E. 2nd St. 

387-5366

NEW LIFE MINISTRY 
CENTER

Jerry & Joy Wood 
204 E. Main 

387-3241

LA iGLESiA H ís p a n a  
PENTECOSTAL 
DEL NOMBRE 

DE JESUS. INC. 
Pastor

Hector A. Portillo  
807 Orient Ave. 

387-6065

ST. ANN'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Father William DuBuisson, 
O.M.I.

229 W. Plum 
387-2278

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
310 St. Ann's Street 

387-5658 or 387-5518

NEW HOPE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Don Seigler 
511 Cornell 

387-5207

SONORA FAMILY 
FAITH CENTER 

Sonora Stock Pens 
Sunday 6:00 p.m.

FORD

BRONCHO FORD INC. 
115 N CONCHO 

SONORA, TX 76950 
(915)387-2549

K erbow  
Funeral H om e  

387-2266

C A T b S  c f T h A h k s O h H u A r í e s

Alejandro “Alex” Escamilla
Alejandro “Alex” Escamilla, 

47, of Monahans and formerly of 
Sonora passed away October 25, 
2000 in Midland Memorial 
Hospital.

A Rosary was held Friday, 
October 27, 2000 with a Mass on 
Saturday, October 28, 2000 at St. 
John’s Catholic Church, burial fol­
lowed in Monahans Memorial 
Cemetery with Father John Lucido.

Alejandro was bom November

He24, 1952 in Sanderson, Texas, 
was a Pumper and a Catholic.

Alejandro is survived by his 
wife, Lourdes Escamilla of 
Monahans, Texas; 2 daughters, 
Christina Escamilla and Tracy Lynn 
Escamilla of College Station; par­
ents Mario and Amalia Escamilla of 
Monahans, Texas and 3 brothers, 
Mario Escamilla, JJ “Caboose” 
Escamilla and Tommy Escamilla of 
Monahans, Texas.
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El Torito #2 
1005 N. Crockett 

3 8 7 -9 5 2 5  
La Mexicana 

240 N. Hwy 277 
387-3401 

Los Jarritos 
605 S. Crockett 

387-2838 
Pizza Hut 

401 Hwy. 277 N.
387-3540 

Rosie’s Cafe 
207 Glasscock Ave 

387-5552
Sutton County Steakhouse 

1306 N. Service Rd 
387-3833

Town & Country Subway 
610 S. Crockett 

387-6181
Town & Country - Country Kitchen

903 N. Crockett Ave.
387-2169

Eliseo C. Guerra, Sr.
The family of Eliseo C. Guerra, Sr. acknowledges with grateful appre­

ciation your kindness and expressions of sympathy. Our most sincere thanks 
to everyone for the food, flowers, plants, calls, cards and prayers.

Thanks to Father Bill, the ladies who prepared the meal at the Catholic 
Church and also to the church choir.

Thanks to the Lillian M. Hudspeth Nursing Home staff for the six years 
of loving care given to our Daddy, Grandpa and Great Grandfather. God 
bless you, thanks again.

Juanita, Valente Guerra, Maria, Joey, Tristen Guerra, Trinidad and 
Gloria Guerra & Family, Maggie and Alex Noriega & Family, Cruz G. 

Herrera & Family, Angie G. Ramirez & Family, Hilda and Luis Rivas and 
Family, Carolina and Joe Roland & Family and Grandchildren.

God Saw You 
God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be.

So He put His arm around you 
and whispered “come to me".

With tearful eyes, we watched you 
and saw you pass away 

and though we loved you dearly 
we could not make you stay 

A golden heart stopped beating, 
hard working hands at rest 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best.

The Sonora Middle School Student Council wants to thank everyone 
who helped raise money for the West Texas Rehabilitation Center this past 
Saturday. Your support is appreciated. Special thanks go out to Bob and 
Janice Garuthers for the use of the Sombreros Laserwash facilities and for 
donating to WTRC as well. We also want to say thank you to Lisa Galindo, 
Lindy Valkonen, Lisa Karnes, and John Berry for their time and support.

Sonora Intermediate School would like to thank the P.T.A. for spon­
soring the Hot Air Balloon presentation on October 25. We learned a great 
deal about balloon flight, the different kinds of balloons, the history of bal­
looning and balloon pilots. Your financial support helped make this learn- 
ing^experieiice pOSsiTjle. We appreciate yóüJ THANK YOU! —

Sonora Intermediate Faculty 
Garage Sale

Saturday, Nov. 4 from 
8:00 a.m. - Noon 

Elementary Cafeteria. 
Proceeds go to the student 

_______activities/incentives

G

School Lunch Menu 
Nov. 6 - Nov. 10

Breakfast
Mon. - Waffles, syrup, assorted juice.
Tues. - Grilled cheese, tator tots, assorted juice.
Wed.- Oatmeal, mufflin, assorted juice.
Thurs.- French toast, peaches, assorted juice.
F ri. - Potato & egg burrito, assorted juice.
Milk and cereal offered with all breakfasts.

Lunch
Mon.- Corn dogt nacho chips/cheese, pork & beans, sliced pears. 
Tues. - Barbeque on bun, chips, pickles, salad, peacji cobbler. 
Wed.- Chili & beans, celery & carrot sticks, orangé wedges, 

cornbread.
Thurs. - Steakfmgers, mashed potatoes, gravy, peas, roll, pudding. 
Fri. - Cheeseburger, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, French fries, 

oatmeal cookie.

I ^ A h v i  A m o u f i c e m e n t

Ronnie Cox 
would like to be 
your pharmacist.

h i K icntan i

Glinda Aim Castro
It’s been seven years 

since you left our world 
to join our heavenly 

Father in His.
Our minds understand 

this transition, 
but our hearts don’t 

want to let go.
We miss your smile, 

your laugh, your touch. 
We have memories of 

good times and bad. 
And only dreams of what 

could have been.
We love you, Glinda 

and miss you so much! 
Your Loving Family

A  sweet little treasure sent from above 
A  coo and a smile wrapped up in love.

: ~  Mason Foster Mcfieath 
October 18, 2 0 0 0  

7 lbs. 10 oz.
20" long

Proud parents are 
Justin and Michelee Mcfieath

S f

Senior Center News
Nov. 6 - Bingo after lunch!
Nov. 7 - Election Day! Get out and vote.
Nov. 8 - Health Fair Civic Center. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Nov. 9 - Holiday Crafts for those who sign up!
Nov. 10 - Center closed. Veterans Day Holiday.

Senior Menu
Nov. 6 - Meatballs with spaghetti & tomato sauce, spinach, tossed 

salad, french bread, banana pudding.
Nov. 7 - Pork chops with gravy, mashed potatoes, green beans, rolls, 

coleslaw, fruit cocktail.
Nov. 8 - BBQ chicken breast, pinto beans, cornbread, sliced 

tomatoes, mustard greens, peaches.
Nov. 9 - Pork roast with gravy, French green beans, sweet potatoes, 

rolls, prunes.
Nov. 10 - Center closed for Veteran’s Day. Fly the Flag!

Lunch is served Monday thru Friday at 12:00 Noon.
$1.50 donation is suggested for those 60-f and $4.00 for others.
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C opy and Ad d e a d lin e  - 
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Any erroneous reflection upon the character, standing or 
reputation of any person, firm, or corporation which appears 

in the columns of this paper will be corrected upon due 
notice given to the Editor of this publication.

The views expressed in submitted articles are not necessarily the views of the staff.

M em ber 2000

TE X A S  PRESS A S S O C IA T IO N

Community
Nov. 3

Last day of early voting by personal appearance for Nov. 7 
' general election, Sutton County Annex.

Nov. 4
Benefit Golf Scramble for the 

Sonora Volunteer Fire Dept. 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 5

BSA Pack 19 Food Drive 
Nov. 7

General Election Day 
N ov. 8

S.I.S.D. Early Dismissal • 1:00 p.m.

The Community Calendar
T H E .

BANK&TRUST
207 N Hwy 277 N • 387-2593

Calendar

Nov. 11
Sutton County Game Dinner 

6:00 p.m. • Civic Center 
Nov. 11

County Team Roping Challenge Finals 
Nov. 12

County Team Roping 
A l- Anon M eeting  

Held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 
First United Methodist Church Basement

is made possible by :

P O sox m  • SONOMA. TEXAS TSSCQ

(•IS) Mr.uat Member FDIG

Letters To The Editor Policy
The Devil's River News encourages letters from its readers. Letters should be to the point, typed if at all possible and signed. Name, address and 

telephone number should be included for verification purposes. Letters will be printed on a space available basis. Letters should stick with issues, and 
not simply be personal attacks. Letters endorsing a particular position on issues of local interest will be accepted, however letters endorsing a candidate 

for political office will not be accepted. We reserve the right to edit for length, content, and potentially libelous statements.
Letters to the Editor published in this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the position of this publication on any subject. 
Correspondence should be mailed to : The Devil’s River News-Letters to the Editor, 228 East Main, Sonora TX. 76950.

Email us at editor@sonoratx.net

mailto:dm@sonoratx.net
mailto:billing@sonoratx.net
mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
mailto:editor@sonoratx.net
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Homestead of W.C. Mabray, July 1902, Vander Stucken Ranch, Sutton County
by Jo-Ann E. Palmer, Secretary

I would like to start my column 
this week by thanking all those who 
participated in the Joseph Terry 
Memorial Ceremony at the Sonora 
Cemetery, his family members, the 
Texas Army, the Sons and Daugh­
ters of the Confederacy, Dee Ora 
Masonic Lodge, for their presenta­
tions; members of the Sutton Coun­
ty Historical Society for organizing 
the event, setting up seating and 
tables. Main Street for tablecloths, 
desserts and helping serve, the 
wonderful cooks who donated 
desserts and the loan of the podium 
from the Methodist Church. The 
Sutton County Steak House, home 
of the best food in West Texas, 
served everyone a delicious meal 
after the ceremorfy, Linda Love, 
everyone loved the food; Sutton 
County Sheriffs Department, Sono­
ra Police Department, all did a won­
derful job. We were the lead story 
on KLST-TV newscast at 6:00 PM 
and on again at 10:00 PM. The peo­
ple who attended enjoyed the whole 
event and Sonora you did yourself 
proud. Thank You!

Q. Do you have any informa­
tion on the Mabray family?

A. Devil’s River News, March 
11, 1949: W. C. Mabry, died at the

age of 89 in San Angelo and was 
buried, with graveside services con­
ducted by the Baptist Church, in the 
Sonora Cemetery. His wife had died 
several years before and he was 
buried beside her. Mr. Mabry was 
bom in Texas in 1860 and moved to 
Kimble County in 1888. He came to 
Sutton County in 1902 and was con­
nected with ^he ranching industry. 
(Note error in spelling in paper.)

John Eaton left notes stating 
that Ratliff Funeral Home conducted 
the funeral and were paid, according 
to the County Commissioners Min­
utes, Vol. 3, Page 486, $163.46 for 
the burial.

There is a reddish cement block 
on the grave with the name W. C. 
Mabray, 1860-1949, his wife’s grave 
is unmarked. We also have a note 
that Jasper Newton Mabray died in 
Sonora while visiting his nephew, 
James Mabray, and was buried in the 
Sonora Cemetery. Mr. Mabray died 
on October 26, 1904 at the age of 83. 
Jasper Mabray was one of the orga­
nizers of Bosque County, a veteran 
frontiersman and former Texas 
Ranger. His letters recalling his 
experiences along the Texas frontier 
during the days of the Republic and 
early statehood of Texas were print­
ed in the Clifton Record on January 
6, 1904 and in the book Bosque Ter­

ritory, A History of* an Agrarian 
'Community by William C. Pool, 
printer Chaparral Press.

Q. Do you have any informa­
tion on Dick Walker?

A. Dick Walker was bom in 
Del Rio on September 7, 1886. His 
father, Frederick Walker who had 
come west for respiratory prob­
lems, while working for Robert W. 
Prosser, died in 1899 leaving the 
young Dick to start work when he 
was 13. His mother cooked for the 
outfit. He handled sheep, goats and 
cattle, built fences and helped drill 
water wells for Robert W. Prosser 
on Devil’s River just north of Camp 
Hudson, near Baker’s Crossing. In 
1904, at the age of 18, he brought 
back, in 6 months, a drove of 16 
thousand sheep from New Mexico 
for Mr. Prosser. He managed differ­
ent ranches for Mr. Prosser over the 
years, winding up at the Continen­
tal Ranch, 16 miles west of Com­
stock.

Dick Walker married Florence 
Holland, a teacher in San Antonio, 
on September 7, 1910 and brought 
her out to the ranch. They home­
steaded 8 sections of the Continen­
tal Ranch. Two children were born 
to them on the Continental Ranch, 
Elizabeth and Alfred. They then 
moved, in 1919 to the No. 5 Ranch,

More Memorial Service Pictures
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Confederate flags whipped in the wind at the Marker Dedication for 
I 0  Private Joseph Terry

Gwen Hall Gay and Margaret Gay Charlesworth, Members of the Min­
nie B. Williams Chapter #531 of the United Daughters of the Confeder­
acy, presented a memorial wreath.
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Local residents participated by appearing in period clothing.

MAIN
STREET

MERCANTILE
205 E. Main

Shelves, used lumber, fixtures, cabinets, 
clothes racks, furniture and morel!

Thursday, Nov. 2 
F rid ay , Nov. 3 

BOX SATURDAY, Nov. 4

Come See Us in Our New Location 
a t 277 North • 387-5871

1^
five miles to the east, where anoth­
er son Herbert was born. In 1926 
the Pros.ser and Walker Ranch was 
formed. Walker was also a partner 
in the Guinn Blue Hills Ranch 
lease. Mr. Walker believed in big 
boned cattle, lots of livestock water, 
high quality sheep, plenty of small 
pastures with rotated grazing and 
correct stocking. He bred 1/8 Short­
horn and 7/8 Hereford with big 
bone, muscle and size over a period 
of 15 years. His sheep were known 
to shear at least 10 pounds of wool 
a year and his lambs and ewes sold 
at premium becau.se of their weight 
and quality.

Dick Walker was a member of 
the Sheep and Goat Raiser’s Asso­
ciation and served on the Executive 
Committee. He served as President 
of the Comstock School Board for 
many years and was a County Com­
missioner for four years. He died in 
1957.

Q. Frank Walker died in 1895, 
did your paper pick up his obituary?

A. Devil’s River News, Satur­
day, October 12, 1895: Frank Walk­
er of Del Rio, was thrown from his 
freight wagon near Ross’ water hole 
in Kinney County, last week. His 
mules ran away breaking the pole 
of the wagon and one of the front 
wheels. One of the wheels passed 
over Mr. Walker’s head crushing it 
terribly. He was taken to Brackett 
and everything that could be was 
done for him. He died from his 
injuries the next day. Mr. Walker 
was a well driller and leaves a wife 
and child to mourn his loss.

Q. Do you have anything on 
the death of John Blalock?

A. Devil’s River News, Satur­
day, October 3, 1891: John T. 
Blalock who has been practicing 
law in Sonora for a short while, 
dropped dead in front of Mayer & 
Hagerlund’s store last Saturday 
night. He came originally from East 
Texas, and was at one time a promi­
nent railroad lawyer.

If you have any questions con­
cerning Sutton County history, send 
them to "Ask the Historical Soci­
ety," P.O. Box 885, Sonora, TX 
76950-0885 or e-mail them to 
schs@sonoratx.net. You may call 
me at 915-387-2855 any day but 
Wednesday. You may also drop off 
your questions at the Devil’s River 
News office on Main Street.

W ê s te m ta
9 r i M  t t ê f i s t r f

Bridget Bosch bride elect of Matt 

101 N W  C oncho

General Tom Green Camp #1613, SCV Led by Will Bowen, Comman­
der, posted the colors at the beginning of the ceremony.
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T ed fo rd  J e w e lr y
B ridal Registry

Megan M ayer bride elect of John Childress 
Bridget Bosch bride elect of Matt Adell

LP Bloodworth and the Dee Ora Lodge #715 gave the invocation and 
read minutes from the original burial service.

Registry
Michelee & Justin  McQeath

o r  Sonora Trading Co.
fTiERLE n o R m n n ’
C O S M E T I C  S T U D I O S

121 Hwy. 277 N • 387-5507

Do you have clutter, boxes, 
or “Just in the Way” items 

that need a place to go?
Why not call

Frontier/Dunes Mini Storage
today and get your clutter a 

place to stay. We offer reasonable 
m rates for great sizes. m

For information call: V if l
915-387-2104

Í-.TÍ

The West Texas Office of 
New York Life Insurance Company 

proudly announces the association of

T. Cy Griffin
Agent

The Company You Keep®

See Cy for aii your fam iiy’s iife insurance needs

Life Insurance • Annuities* • Long Term Care 
Estate Planning • Business Insurance

109 M ain S treet  
E ld orad o , Texas 
76936  
tcyg(g>airm aiLnet

*Annuities offered through New York Life and Annuity Corporation a subsidiary 
________________ of New York Life Insurance Company.________________

Bus; 915 -8 5 3 -3 8 2 6  
Fax: 915 -8 5 3 -2 9 2 2  
R es: 915 -8 5 3 -1 2 5 0

(by Sonc 
ElHEtiaiiElirlSonoraArt.com and Pizza Hut)[̂ TL-tlîltqu|iqi:B:iyiiqu|L*|i:tu|i;|i;iL;iL»|t;iufuiuiL*ii:tuti;tuiuiu|iquiiqL-|L*|LquiuiuiuiLiiaiai:ii:iuiuiuiuii.»ii;iLnmuu:u:iaauu;te

The Real M illennium  Dance 
with

Bo Hutto & Texas Pride
Sunday, December 31, 2000 

8:00 - Midnight
Del Rio Civic Center (Old Side)

Beer and Set-ups available
B.Y.O.B. o a

No Ice Chests! G

Tickets Available 
By C alling  

(830)775-9686
$15.00 per ticket advance 
$20.00 at the door 

A portion of the proceeds to benefit 
the VVRMC Hospice Program.

VO

Purchase 8 tickets and 
Reserve a table by calling 

(830) 775-9686 
First Come First Served.

mailto:schs@sonoratx.net
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ADVERTISING WORKS 
387-2507

Come 6y and see 
our originaCj affordabte and 

coUectibie art; jew elry  
and more!

P.T.A. to Host Pre-Game Dinner
The Sonora Elementary P.T.A. will host the pre-game dinner on Friday, 

November 3rd, when the mighty Broncos take on long time rivals the Wall 
Hawks. Make plans to join us in the High School Commons from 5-7 p.m. 
for a delicious Sausage dinner including tortillas, beans, salad, dessert and 
a beverage. Tickets will be $6 for adults and $4 for children and will be 
available in advance from any of the P.T.A. board members and either of the 
Elementary School offices. Take-out plates will also be available.

iridai iReÿistry
^ r i d g e t  B o s c h  b r id e  e le c t  o f  M a tt  A d e l l

S o n o r  a A r t , c o m
Sonora’s First Art and Gift Gallery

259Hwy. 277N  *387-7200
i - i

H a p p tj B ir th d a y
November 2

Clay Graves, Senida Martinez, Michael Ramirez, Michael White­
hurst, Meagan Berry, Becky Purvis, Bridget Maloney

November 3
Maria Gutierrez, Linda Lopez, Caleb Taylor, Stephanie Warden, Ke.ri 
Rennels

November 4
Bubba Alewine, Robert Avila, Gorge Arredondo, Karla Gonzalez, 
Martha Lopez, Gladys Noriega, Vivian Van Zandt, Ben Pool, Skyler 
Wood

November 5
Kylie Johnson, Jose Longoria, Terry Surridge, Thomas Adkins, 
Bruce Kerbow, Eddie McReynolds, Jason Chadwick

November 6
Ron Pincince, Randy Lewellen, Kathy Lewellen, Mary Tabarez, Platt 
Glasscock, Alicia Munn, Chantal Santana

November 7

Roberto Gutierrez, David Miller, Ernesto Ramirez, Ben Taylor, 
Ernesto Ramirez, Tony Valkonen .

November 8 ^
Kesha Frasier, Rosa Hernandez, Dustin Martin, Cindy Swanson, 
Cole Cearley, Jacob Lipham, Tissie Wagoner, Kade Creek, Morgan 
Martinez

a I l I c I o

ATTENTION
A L C O  C U S T O M E R S

Due to a printing error, your newspaper received the 
incorrect version of page 4, showing Family Outerwear.

The correct version and items that are on sale are shown below. 
We regret any inconvenience this may have caused.

ALCO Stores, Inc.

t

Z 2 ”ZlP
Pants To Shorts

16.99
• - X • - R*c.'»W ' ' 'Meri's cotto« / ny»o<V 

' ZtportpantSiOsnofis « khato of V • storte. Sizes 2$̂ :

13.99
m

25%offio:46
« « . ¡ l ie r o n e o  •• x chMMn'«pan(
4-.16, »Wl«5''0<' ■ftestttûtri / Irtiàrtts'

Boys' cfenánjeanicx:' 
(wilF pánls í tp  oíf Ib shorts. Bl.é-16.: X.

T'N.,
xHot Pifes!

2 /» 1 0 .F Rag 600 
Girii' Selected Long 

: Sleeve Fashion Knlf 
: Tops. Sizes 4-16.
X Asst, lashion colors.

12.99Rag 16 W
Men's QutK Lined 
Flannel Shirts.

. SZ. M-L-Xi.
• BlglTaB Mas'*.
rwg. i« M. . . 14

8.99Rag 1
Boys' Hooded 
Flannel Shirts.
Fleece hood. Chest 

:and Side pockels. 
:Sizes 6-18.

25% fp ^
Sale1.49ToS.24 Rm i »»- 
Infant Or Toddler Hosteiy.

■»K

1

y  B ta n lu i StoepeniL: : >

■ X:>Xv:phfiWj|̂‘:12>24:

CORRECT ITEMS FOR PAGE 4

Former Sonoran 
to Teach at ASU

Kaye Johanson recently was 
appointed adjunct professor of 
physical therapy at Angelo State 
University.

She will supervise ASU stu­
dents who pursue their clinical labo­
ratory work in the department of 
physical therapy.

Johanson also is a full-time 
staff physical therapist at the West 
Texas Rehabilitation Center where 
she serves as the center coordinator 
for clinical education and is a clini­
cal physical therapy instructor for 
Physical Therapy students who 
come to WTRC from throughout the 
United States.

Mrs. Johanson is a former 
Sonoran and is the daughter of 
Marie Aldwell.

-1 H I'lnr f ■ 11 >/

Son ora  F oo tb a ll 2000

C O L T  F O O T R A I i, 
Nov. 2 

Wall
Home • 5;00/6:30

.IV F O O T B A L I.
Nov. 2 

Wall
There • 6:30 

Nov. 9 
Eldorado 

Home *6:30

V A R SIT Y  F O O T B A IJ . 
Nov. 3
* Wall 

Home • 8:00 
Nov. 10 

* Eldorado 
There • 8:00

»District 2-2A Game

Sponsored By
E llio tt  Law O ffice  
3 - M O il & Lube

Sonora Middle 
School Recognizes 
Perfect Attendance

6th Grade
Berry, Amanda; Buitrón, David, 
Capuchina, Cristal; Carroll, Alison; 
Galindo, Julio; Gloria, Pedro; Gon­
zales, Jennifer; Guerra, Robert; 
Gulley, Evan; Hernandez, Erica; 
Hernandez, Marc; Higdon, Made 
line; Ibarra, Jacob; Lipham, Curtis; 
Lira, Luis; Lopez, Melinda; Love, 
Clayton Shane; Luna, Aureliano; 
Madrill, Anthony; Martinez, Ryan; 
McGee, Aric; Mungia, Nathan 
Neff, Brandy; Ortiz, Alexie; Perez, 
Alejandro; Perez, Cody; Perez, 
Daisy; Perez, Mackenzie; Ramos, 
Caleb; Randolph, Tracey; Rivera 
Abraham; Sanchez, Rudy; Sanchez. 
Stacy; Sandoval, Steven; Teasley, 
Jena; Tovar, Delma; Valliant, 
Travis; Zuniga, Justin 
7th Grade 
Aparicio, Carlos; Arispe, Chantel; 
Barthelemy, Steven; Boldt, Desirae; 
Brister, Mandy; Coronado, Yasmin 
Covey, Tina; Cox, Cameron; Crit 
tendon, William; Draper, Perry 
Swade; Frye, Lisa; Gallegos, Frank; 
Garza, Filemon; Gulley, Jillian 
Gutierrez, Emmanuel; Hedgecock 
Cerissa; Hernandez, Kristina 
Hunt, Jeb; Ibarra, Katherine; 
Hillary, Lawson; Longoria, Antho­
ny Joe; Love, David Ty; Lozano, 
Bianca; Lozano, Blanca; Luna, 
David; Martinez,* Christina; 
Maxwell, Megan; McBride, Kayla; 
McGee, Deangelina; Moreno, 
Maricela; Munn, Brandon; Parker, 
Cullen; Rodriquez, Jose; Romo, 
Federico; Samaniego, Kaleena; 
Smith, Embre; Smith, Lauren; 
Solis, Juan Roland; Talley, Tyler; 
Traylor, Nash; Turney, Charles 
Jack; Vaquera, Miguel; Velardez, 
Kathy 
8th Grade
Barthelemy, Andrew; Borders, 
Delilah; Brown, Margaret J.; Car­
dona, Diego; Castilleja, Angel; 
Castillo, Jacquelynn; Castro, John 
Chris; Creek, Dustin; Dominguez, 
Vanessa; Garza, Jesus; Herrera, 
Catherine; Ibarra, Alyssa; Ibarra, 
Angelica; Kinder, Whitney; North- 
cott, Brooke; Perez, Stetson; 
Samaniego, Amanda; Seaton, 
Chelsea; Segura, Roland; Solis, 
Jesse R.; Vara, Victoria; Word, 
Amanda

Dempsey Moves to 
Rehab

Claudia Dempsey has been 
moved to Vencor Hospital in Den­
ver. The rehabilitation center at this 
hospital specializes in removing 
patients from the ventilator. Claudia 
is making improvements, and her 
weaning from the ventilator are last­
ing longer each day. Claudia's new 
address is;

Claudia Dempsey-Room #512 
c/o Vencor Hospital -Denver 
1920 High Street 
Denver, CO 80218

Local Students 
Included In The 
National Dean's 

List
Two former Sonora students 

are among approximately 140,000 
students included in the 23rd Annu­
al Edition of The National Dean's 
List, 1999-2000. The National 
Dean's List is the largest recogni­
tion program and publication in the 
nation honoring high achieving col­
lege students.

Students are selected for this 
honor by their college deans, regis­
trars or honor society advisors and 
must be in the upper 10% of their 
class, on their school's "Dean's 
List," or have earned a comparable 
honor. Listed students are eligible 
to compete for $50,000 in scholar­
ship awards funded by the publish­
er, and may also use a referral ser­
vice for future employment oppor­
tunities.

Tryon Fields, Howard Payne 
University and Daisy Mireles, 
Angelo State University, are fea­
tured in the 23rd Annual Edition of 
The National Dean's List, 1999- 
2000.

J I M  B A S S  F O R O

West Texas Leading Truck Headquarters
F-150 Super Crew F-250 Super Duty

2901 Sherw ood W ay  
949-4621  
San Angelo 1 -800 - 736 -

23 2 3  N. Bryant 
6 5 8 -8 8 2 8  

San Angelo

The Scouts will have their annuaJ 
food drive on Sunday, November 
■ 2 W  from 3:00 - 5:00 p:m. The 
Ministerial Alliance will disiribute 
the prepared jgift baskets during the 
holidays. There will also he a col­
lection box set-up at the ..Village 
Market for those who miss the food 
diiye. ,

The County Team Roping Chal­
lenge Finals that were scheduled to 
lake place during the Dale Gas Pro 
Roileo has been rescheduled for 
November-'U, 2tKJ0 at the Sutton 
County Arena. Look lor more infor­
mation in next weeks issue.

Texas R ural Legal A id,Tac. will 
he having its annual meeting to dis­
cuss what kinds of cases to accept 
for tile coming year, on Monday, 
November 13,20(30, from frRM. to 
7:30 .P-M. at the Salvation ^ p h y  
Bidg., 855 Hays S t, KermUe; 
Texas. All are invited to attend this 
meeting. For further inlonmationj 
please call (830) 896-4316 or Is 
800-369-0453, . -

Sonora M iddle School will be 
having a Bookfair in the Library 
on Monday, Nov. 6th through Fri­
day, Nov. lOth from 7:45 a.m. unlit 
4:45 p.m. On Tuesday, Nov. 7th the 
Bookfair will be open ‘till 6:0Q p.m. 
Parents are welcome at anytime. 
Remember books make great gifts 
and Christmas is just around the 
comer, iSMS appreciates your sup-

The Cub Scouts are now selling 
popcorn through Nov. lOth. If you
wc ,to l

,iTi^jb^jat

\iiiiual
Thanksgiving Dinner will be on 
November 19, 2000 at the Civic 
Center. Senior Citizens eal FRF,E!| 
F-vciyonc is Welcome- Donation.s| 
Accepted. For more information 
contact Mike Villanueva witlt the 
Knights of Columbus at 387-5300 
Volunteers are greatly appreciated.

2000
in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Church ol Christ at 901 Main 
Street, San Angelo, Texas. The pro 
gram will Ire Paul Martin talking 
.ihoul using Digii.tl Cameias. .ind 
Leroy Sedgwick Mling us how to 
use Scanners to make" copie.s of

Tlieir will Iv no bcgirmet.s cl.iss 
until a later date. All visitors are 

tion callwelcome. For more infi
6194

Donate flliiuii:
I hen- will I'e a Bloi«l Diive at ih,- 
Health la . ' on No»cmK-r 8, 2iKJn 
from 12:00 noon to-,4 :00 p.m 
Donate the Gift of Life. , '■.

Petty
387-5666.

Sonora Llcnieiitary PTA will be 
.selling ralTle tickets for a  Super 
Bowl autographed by Dallas 
C ^ i ^ y  quarterback TroyAitenan, 
'Tickets wUi be sold by Sonora Ele­
m e n t^  .students and will a ||p , be 
available at home football g&ses; 
Tickets will be sold for S l i^ jT h e  
drawing will be held November 3 
during the Sonora vs. W a l | j |s ^  at 
Bronco Stadium. Proceeds, will 
to Sonora Elementary i’TA, which 
supports programs at the eioJ? 
school both Financially and with 
volunteers. Programs such as read­
ing, UIL-and incentives tO'ettcoor-i: 
age students to perform ;at; 
are supported. Buy your ti 
help support our future!

The new Sutton County book on 
World W ar I I  is now available at 
Westerman Drag, die DRN office, 
and A1 Elliott’s office. Proceeds go 

the New H istorical' Society 
Archival Storage Facility, n.

The S.H.S. Radio and T.'V. Class i,s
selling all varsity and junior varsity 
football game tapes.. Each game 
tape is only $6. (Sail Kristin Keel at 
the high school at 387-6533 ext. 
315.
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Varsity Broncos from page 1
by William Renfro. (This would be 
Renfro’s fourth touchdown on five 
carries.) Javier Gayton remained 
true to form and split the uprights to 
give the Broncos thirty-five points: 
Sonora 35 - Mason 0. On Mason’s 
first offensive possession in the sec­
ond half, the Punchers went to a ball 
control offense.

Using four and a half minutes 
of the clock, the Punchers moved 
the football twenty-five yards. The 
Bronco defense with a thirty-five 
point cushion obliged the Punchers 
and let them inch the ball forword. 
As the Punchers crossed into Bron- 

' CO territory, the middle of the Bron­
co defense turned the valve off and 
forced the Punchers into a punting 
situation. Mason thinking they 
would catch the Broncos off guard 
elected to go for the fake. Once 
again the entire middle of the 
defense rose to the occasion and 
stopped the Puncher short of the 
yardage needed. The Bronco’s next 
possession met with a Puncher 
defense that seemed to say enough 
is enough! The Red Hosses could 
not get anything going and were 
forced to punt for only the second 
time of the game.

On the ensuing punt, the 
Punchers were able to return the ball 
deep into Bronco territory at the 
Bronco thirty-nine. Using the 
ground game, the Punchers were 
finally able to put six points on the 
board. It would take four minutes 
and ten plays to accomplish the feat. 
Using the fullback, Langehenning 
primarily, the Punchers inched the 
ball to the Bronco six yard line. 
With twenty-six seconds left in the 
third quarter, the Punchers would 
get their only touchdown of the 
game on a six yard run by Manuel 
Gonzalez. Fullback/place-kicker 
Zac Langehenning would boom the 
ball thru the uprights to give Mason 
7 points. Sonora 35 - Mason 7.

The fourth quarter would begin 
with the Big Red Machine in control 
of the football at their own forty- 
five. Using three running plays and 
two passing plays, the Broncos 
moved the fifty-five yards in one 
and a half minutes to score their last 
points of the game. A short run by 
Chance Armke, an eighteen yard 
“never give up” catch and run by 
Riley Crain, two runs by Sean Fields 
totaling twenty-five yards plus a 
major face mask penalty moved the 
ball to the Mason eight yard line. At 
the eight, quarterback Bryce 

I'-* Williams took the snap and rolled to 
p  his'Hght. Under pressure, Williams 

fired a bullet into the end-zone; a

diving James Elliott made a one 
handed catch for the Broncos last 
score of the game. Gayton added 
his fourth point of the game to give 
the Broncos a 42 to 7 advantage 
over the Punchers. For the remain­
der of the fourth quarter (eleven 
minutes), both teams suffered 
turnovers that kept both teams from 
sustaining a drive. Mason suffered 
the first turnover with Bronco line­
backer Danny Solis recovering at 
the Puncher twenty-six. The Bron­
cos returned the favor on the ensu­
ing series; as backup quarterback, 
Sean Fields suffered his first inter­
ception of the year. Mason taking 
over at their own fourteen began to 
drive the football down the field 
with five and a half minutes left in 
the game. The Bronco defense led 
by Shane Mathews, Ryan Hard- 
grave, Byron Williams, Stetson 
Hall, Ricky Lumbreras, and 
Cameron Sims continued the bend 
but not break scheme. At the Bron­
co thirty-two, the Punchers suffered 
their second turnover. Puncher run­
ning back Daniel Worden was sepa­
rated from the pigskin with Bronco 
linebacker Jacob Percifull coming 
up with the loose pigskin at the 
Bronco thirty-three. With a minute 
and twenty-nine seconds left in the 
game, the Broncos were satisfied to 
run out the clock and preserve their 
eighth win of the season.

Final Score; Sonora 42 
Mason 7.

This victory over the Punchers 
was pure and simple A Team Win. If 
the Broncos will continue to play 
with this attitude - There is no 
telling where this train ride will end. 
All that this reporter can say is - 
Beware of the Bronco Express - 
Because it is on track; however, the 
train still has several stops to make, 
but if the Broncos stay focused on 
the goal that is fueling this train; 
then there is no reason why this 
group of young men can not achieve 
that goal.

The next stop for the Bronco 
Express will be this Friday as they 
will entertain the Hawks from Wall. 
The Hawks are coming off of two 
straight losses to Mason and Eldora­
do, but they are still a formidable 
team and will still be a test for the 
Broncos. Game time is 8:00 p.m. at 
Bronco Stadium. So come on out 
and support the Broncos as they go 
for Victory Number 9.

Good Luck Broncos!
BEAT WALL!

7th Grade Colts Get Punched
The Seventh Grade Colts traveled to Mason last Thursday to bat­

tle the Punchers. On that night it was indeed a battle, as the game produced 
some of the hardest hits of the season. The first half showed moments of 
offensive highlights as the Colts were able to move the ball down the field, 
even though they never could quite make it to the endzone.

Defensively, the Colts also put forth a sizeable effort, stopping 
most of the Puncher drives. Mason scored only on two drives which con­
sisted of a bouncing football that ended up in their hands.

The second half showed the character of the Colts as they over­
came the Mason defense to produce an impressive drive of their own. Once 
again, the Colt defense proved to be very tough and the final score stood 
22-6 in favor of the Punchers.

8th Grade Colts Take Hard Hit From 
the Punchers

The Sonora Eighth Grade Colts 
fought until the bitter end on Thurs­
day night against the Mason Punch­
ers.

Sonora's first possession began 
at the Mason 45 yard line. It didn't 
take long for the Colts to score with 
runs of 24 and 3 yards by Diego 
Cardona. Clint Cearley then hit Car­
dona in the endzone for an 18 yard 
touchdown. The 2 point conversion 
failed and Sonora took an early lead 
of 6-0.

On the pursuing kickoff a hard 
hitting Cardona caused a fumble 
and Sonora's Garrett Watkins recov­
ered the loose ball. Several plays 
later Cardona will score on a 45 
yard touchdown run. The 2 point 
conversion failed and the score was 
Sonora 12 Mason 0.

On Mason's first possession the 
Punchers were able to march the 
ball down the field and score 
despite good defensive plays by 
Eloy Esquivel, Brian Payton and 
Jesse Garza. Their 2 point conver­
sion attempt was unsuccessful and 
Sonora lead 12-6.

The Colt's couldn't get their 
next series going and were forced to 
punt. Laramie Hall had an excellent 
punt of 36 yards with the Punchers 
taking over at their own 24 yard 
line. After several plays Mason was 
able to score on a 54 yard run with 
the 2 point conversion failing.

With the score all tied up, 
Sonora did some play making of 
their own. Diego Cardona scored 
once again with a 30 yard run. Stet­
son Perez was able to score the 2 
point conversion and Sonora took 
the lead 20-12.

Mason was able to ' cut into 
Sonora's lead on their next drive 
with another touchdown. The 
Punchers then took over at Sonora's 
46 yard line. With the half winding

★  S u p e r  E s t a t e  S a l e  ★
Historical Home Full of Antiques &  Collectibles 

J.C. &  Flossie Bennett Estate
(Former Tax Accessor-Collector)

10 A.M . •  SATURDAY •  N O V EM B ER  4 
415 F eatherston  •  C leburne, TX 76301

(Inspection 8 A.M. Sale Day Only)
11 Rooms of Superb Anlique.s!

CA LL F O R  BR O C H U R E O R  GO TO  T H E  W EB!
mikejonesauctiongroup.com :Ar 972-712-0202

down, Austin Wagoner stopped the 
aggressive Punchers from scoring 
once again with an interception 
deep in Sonora's territory. The half 
ended Sonora 20 and Mason 18.

The third quarter began with a 
scoring drive by the Punchers. The 
Colts found themselves behind for 
the first time in the game. Sonora 
did answer though with the help of 
a 25 yard return by Stetson Perez. 
Cardona was called upon once 
again and on a 38 yard run he was 
able to score his fourth touchdown 
of the night. Perez scored the 2 
point conversion and Sonora was 
back on top 28-26.

The fourth quarter began much 
like the third with Mason quickly 
scoring. Once again they attempted 
an on side kick but a fast acting 
Watkins was able to cover the ball. 
On the upcoming drive, Cardona 
had carries of 10, 14, and 9 yards 
before Stetson Perez scored on a 22 
yard run. Cardona added the 2 
points making the score Sonora 36 
Mason 34.

With less than 2 minutes to 
play Mason takes over at their own 
35 yard line. After several short 
gains on the ground and only 57 
seconds left on the clock Mason 
went to the air with a 30 yard touch­
down pass. The game ended with a 
score of Sonora 36 Mason 40. 
Sonora lost a heartbreaker but these 
young men played with a lot of 
heart and determination. Diego Car­
dona finished with 241 rushing 
yards, 18 yards receiving, 4 touch­
downs, one 2-point conversion and 
he was a major factor in the Colts 
defense. We wish the Colt's the best 
next week when they take on a 
much bigger Wall team in Bronco 
Stadium.

Band Students of the Week

Christina Martinez Jennifer Villanueva
The High School Band Member of the Week is Jennifer Vil­

lanueva. Jennifer is a member of the Color Guard and also plays clarinet 
during the concert season.

This weeks Junior High Band Member of the Week is Christina 
Martinez. Christina plays French Horn in the 7th grade band and helps 
move equipment for the Color Guard during their performances.

The band would like to thank Dairy Queen for sponsoring their 
Band Member of the Week.

J. V. Broncos from page 1
Mason’s last drive failed after an excellent tackle by Zed Snodgrass. 

The score at halftime was 36 to 0.
Mason kicked off to start the second half. Lopez took the ball on the 

30 yard line and electrified the crowd with a beautiful return to the one 
yard line. However, it was called back due to a penalty. Moore tried a 
pass in the flat, but it was picked off by a Mason defender and returned for 
Mason's only score.

When Mason kicked off, Lopez once again had a long return called 
back. Rodriguez ran for 33 yards. Moore threw to Tom "Trapper" Val- 
liant, but he was interfered with. So the Broncos called upon the leaping 
Rodriguez for the score. The two point conversion failed.

Mason took the Bronco kickoff and started their best drive. They 
started on their 16 yard line after Wilson Wallace and Dustin Martin tack­
led their return man. Arevalo and Shaun Ramos stopped the first two 
plays. On 3rd and five. Mason was able to complete a pass for their sec­
ond first down of the game with 4:41 left in the third quarter. This drive 
ended with an excellent punt to the Bronco's three yard line. The Broncos 
slowly moved the ball away from their goal line with a combination of 
runs and passes. After two first downs, Sonora was forced to punt. The 
Mason returner fumbled the punt and Mark Gandar recovered on our 48 
yard line.

Yocham took over as quarterback and directed a beautiful drive by the 
JV reserves. Ramos ran six yards. Tan Cade for two, Ramos for three set­
ting up a fourth and inches. Yocham handed off to Cade who gained pight 
yards and a first down. Ramos ran 20 yards to the Punchers' six yard line. 
Wallace completed the drive with a six yard touchdown run with the pitch. 
Yocham scored the two point conversion on a keeper making the final 
score 50-6.

Snodgrass kicked off for the last time with 58 seconds remaining. 
Segura and Ramos stopped the first two carries. The last Mason run of the 
game was stopped by a host of Broncos led by nose guard Devon Yearout.

The undefeated Broncos travel to Wall on Thursday. The game starts 
at 6:30. Come support next year's varsity.

DREAMING OF STARTING 
IS t /  AT THE TOP?

COVENANT TRANSPORT
WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN

I Teams Start up to 46c
Benefits, we’ve got ALL 

the bells & whistles
Owner Operators 

S olos Team s 880

lease Purchase 
Program Auailable
Experienced Drivers
1-800-441-4394
Owner Operators
1-877-848-6615
Graduate Students
1 -8 0 0 -3 3 8 -6 4 2 8

$1,000 Sign-on Bonus
for Exp. Company Drivers

D ia b etic  P a tien ts!
If you have M edicare or Private Insurance, 

You may be eligible to receive your:
Diabetic supplies at

N O  C o s t  T o  Y o u !
F or  m ore in fo r m a tio n  ca ll 
D ia b e tic  S u p p ly  P rogram

T oll Free 1-888-466-2678
____________(n o  H M O  p a t ie n ts ,  p le a s e )____________

The BRON CO SPIR IT  CREW  would like to 
acknowledge Alma Brazee 

for her Bronco Spirit!

In the following weeks the Bronco Spirit Crew 
will be in search of other spirited Bronco fans.

Sponsored by
N^iOWAI. »ANM

MEMBER FDIC

V a l u e

I  Low monthly rates 
guaranteed until 2002!

We haye a package 
for every budget.

Crystal-Clear
digital

reception!

Over 144 
channels!

CALL NOW to get our Digital Dish Service PLUS all your 
local channels installed for only $24*95*

Classic’s
Digital
Packages
include:

Call Today!
1 -800-999-8876

Offer expires December 1 ,2000. Not valid in conjunction with any other offers. Not all services available in all areas. Other restrictions may apply.

• Our entire Basic line-up plus up to THREE Digital channel 
packages, including movies, sports, and family entertainment

• More Channels -  up to 12 Encore movie channels, 8 HBO 
channels, 5 Starz channels, 4 Cinemax channels, 8 Showtime 
channels and 4 channels of The Movie Channel

• DOZENS of commercial-free digital music channels

• More Pay-Per-View channels than ever

• Our digital On-Screen Guide, providing complete 
programming information, parental controls, and more

DIGITAL CABLE«
w w w .c la s s ic -c a b le .c o m

http://www.classic-cable.com
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Extra, Extra Photo sauings!
Quarterly Trash Clean Up

Hod Set!
3" Prints

4" or 5' Kodak Prints
PREMIUM PROCESSING

Euery Tuesday &saturdav!
Offer available On 3* Alco Advantage Processing 
or 4* or 5* Kodak Premium Processing prints. 3'

. A prints from 110 ,126, disc and 35rrim film. 4* or 5* 
prints from 35mm film only. C-41 Process only. 
Not available on (Advanced Photo System —  
Advantix), Panoramic or 1/2 frame 135 film. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Sund^
M-S 9;00-7;00 SUN. 12:00-5.00 223 HWY 277 N. SONORA,TX

A L C
Daily: [

Duncan Disposal of San Angelo will conduct their quarterly trash clean 
up for the City of Sonora, during the month of November. The city has been 
divided into four sections and each section will be serviced on Fridays. The 
dates and the areas serviced are as follows:

On November 3, 2000
Inside the perimeter area created by Crockett Avenue on the Northeast, 

U.S. 277 the Southeast and the city limits on the Northwest and Southwest.
On November 10, 2000
Inside the perimeter area created by East 2nd Street, the Southeast 

fence of the Sutton County yard. Hilltop Street and Loop 467 on the South 
and Southwest.

On November 17, 2000
Inside the perimeter area created by U.S. 277 (Del Rio Highway) on 

the North and West, Loop 467 on the North and Northeast and city limits 
on the South.

On November 24, 2000
Inside two separate perimeter areas; one created by the Loma Alta and 

Sinaloa area. The second perimeter is created by Crockett Avenue on the 
South, East 2nd and the Southeast fence of the Sutton County yard on the 
South-southeast.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

It is a shame when you go out to yorur place of business and find that you 
have been tagged (graffiti). We parents of Sonora need to offer our kids 
something to do constructively not destructively. This is to the kids that 
decided they were artistic on my building: I forgive you, however; you are 
the one that will need to ask for forgiveness from our gracious Heavenly 
Father. The things you painted on the side of the building were not only dis­
gusting, but insulting and a disgrace to every human being. Now I have to 
take time out of my busy schedule, spend some money on paint (lots of 
paint), and try to cover up the so-called "cool thing to do" mess that you have 
left on someone else's property. I pray that we as parents teach our kids the 
value of other people's property. Love thy neighbor as thy self. God Bless.

Jana Dover, Dunes Mini Storage

Sonora Elementary News

2000 G EN ER A L E L E C T IO N  
Early Voting; Oct. 21st thru Nov. 3rd/Election Day Nov. 7th 

PLEASE VOTE
DEEDIE MCINTIRE

■<

for TAX A S S E S S O R -C O L L E C T O R
Deputy Tax Collector 03/16/92 thru 06/31/99 
Appointed Tax Assessor-Collector 07/01/99 

B.T.P.E. Registered Collector Class II 
DEDICATED - EXPERIENCED 

Your Vote w ill be G rea tly  A p p r e c ia te d . T h an k  You. 
Pol. Adv. paid for by Deedie Mclntire, 516 E. College, Sonora, TX 76950

f
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Libery Ballons Co. filled a hot air balloon with air in the Elementary 
School Gym and all the students and teachers got inside as part of the 
Up & Away with Hot Air Balioons presentation.

Sonora Schools will dismiss at 
1:00 on November 8. The teachers 
will be involved with staff develop­
ment activities.

Sonora Intermediate students 
will receive their report cards on 
November 8. Please sign and return

VOTE
X Pete Samaniego

j(li iiu tAJicaji.Write-in (Voto Escrito)
For

Sutton County Tax Assessor /  Collector
(Asesor-Colector de Impuestos del Condado)

Election Day Nov. 7th

Su Voto Es Su Vos!
Your Vote will be GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Political Ad paid for by Friends of Pete Samaniego/Write-In Candidate for Tax Assessor/Collector, Sutton County.
_  Delia Samaniego, Treasurer» 903 Prospect Ave., Sonora, Texas 76950

V O T E
GENERAL ELECTION 

Tues. Nov. 7th

JAYE MARLENE “BUTCH” CAMPBELL
FOR

SUTTON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR/COLLECTOR
11 Years experience - Sonora City Council 
6 Months experience - Municipal Judge 

22 years experience general office, property, and investment management

WWW.VOTE-FOR-BUTCH.COM
Pol Adv. Paid for by Jaye Harlene “Butch” Campbell, Box 116, Sonora, TX 76950

one copy and keep one copy for 
your records. If you have questions - 
or’ concerns, please contact your 
child's teacher.

Kick for Cash!
Sonora Intermediate will spon­

sor a Kick for Cash Contest at this 
Friday night's football game. Buy a 

$1.00 chance to kick a field goal.
The winner of the drawing will try 
to kick a field goal during halftime.
If the "goal is good", the winner will 
receive $50 cash! This is a fundrais­
er for the students and all of the 
money earned will be used for edu­
cational activities and incentives.
We appreciate your support!

Sonora Intermediate and Pri­
mary will have a special Parent 
Luncheon on November 16. Par­
ents are invited to eat lunch with 
'thdr children on this day. Turkey,] 
dressing, and the fixings w ll be ' 
served and may be purchased for 
$2.25 per plate for adult and $1.50 
for children. Tickets must be pur- , 
chased in advance and presented to 
the cashier on the day of the lunch. 
Tickets will be sold in the school 
office from November 6 through 
noon on November 10. (Advance 
tickets are required due to food 
orders that must be placed for meal 
preparation.) We look forward to 
having you on our campus. The spe­
cial lunch schedule for November 
16 is as follows:

Pre Kindergarten - 11:00 - 
11:35

Kindergarten - 11:45 - 12:30 
1st G ra d e -11:15-12:00 (
2nd G ra d e -12:15 - 1.00 
3rd Grade Lunch—11:00-11:40 
4th Grade Lunch—11:40-12:20 
5th Grade Lunch—12:20-1:00 
We are still continuing to col­

lect Box Tops for Education. They 
are found on many Betty Crocker 
and General Mills products (cake 
mixes, Hamburger Helper, Fruit 
Rollups, etc.) in our local grocery 
store. The logos are pink, yellow 
and black. Box Tops may be turned 
in to the Primary Office or mailed to 
Sonora Primary School, 807 S, 
Concho, Sonora, TX 76950. For 
any questions call 387-2414. We 
appreciate your support.

Cholesterol 
Screenings at 
Civic Center

/h

Methodist Healthcare Min­
istries and the Wesley Nurse Pro­
gram of the Ozona United 
Methodist Church will be sponsor­
ing free cholesterol screenings on 
Wednesday, November 8, 2000 at 
the Civic Center in Sonora.

To qualify for free screenings 
you must be uninsured and/or with­
out monetary means to pay for the 
test elsewhere and you must be con­
sidered at risk for high cholesterol. 
Answering questions about your 
health and family history makes this 
risk determination.

There will be up to 25 screen­
ings done. Priority will be given to 
those who qualify for free screen­
ings. Any remaining openings will 
be available to anyone at a cost of 
$10.00 each.

For more information and to set 
up an appointment call Kelly Thorp 
at 387-3101. You must call to have 
an appointment.

http://WWW.VOTE-FOR-BUTCH.COM
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News from the Neighbors
Texas' Top Cowboy Poets, Singers and 
Songwriters Gathering in Blanco

Cowboy heritage, so rich and 
complex that only those who have 
lived it will ever fully understand 
the meaning of the words. A voice 
with a smooth southern drawl is 
heard like a whispering willow in 
the wind and it opens our minds to 
a cowboys way of life and forever 
stays in our hearts. Cowboys have 
an ability to tell the compelling sto­
ries of our amazing and fascinating 
western heritage taking decades of 
memories and experiences inter­
weaving them with nostalgia, tying 
the generations together and quite 
often leave us with a tear in our eye. 
Blanco County will be alive with 
western heritage the second Satur­
day in November as many of the 
top cowboy poets, singers and 
songwriters gather at the 1st Annu­
al Blanco County Heritage Day, set 
for November 11, 2000 at the beau­
tiful Mo Ranch.

Red Steagall earned the title of 
Texas' favorite poet in 1991, a true 
legend and inspiration to all in the 
field will be making several appear­
ances at the Blanco Heritage Day 
event. Steagall is a singer, poet, 
author* and actor who has more 
awards than you can stack in a bam. 
Having performed for everyone 
from Presidents to just-plain-folks, 
Steagall will tell you his favorite 
place to play music is in some lone­
some cow camp in Texas. His tal­
ents are as varied as the Texas land­
scape and Steagall has touched the 
hearts of Millibns the world over, 
with whom he has shared his love 
of the heritage of the American 
West. Also appearing at the fest will 
be Johnny Ginible, Steve Schick, 
Jean Prescott, J.B. Allen, and Larry

McWhorter who are all slated to 
perform throughout the day. Other 
activities scheduled will include a 
chuckwagon cook-off, dancing, 
campfire tales and about the best 
trading post vendor area you've ever 
seen.

The world has for so long been 
so fascinated by the cowboy, why 
you say? Maybe it's out o f admira­
tion of the independence, or the 
spirited sense of adventure. It could 
be out of our own secret desires to 
live a simpler life and be closer to 
the earth. No matter the reason, the 
great image of the cowboy is not 
just a folk hero of another time and 
place, he is still very much a part of 
America today. Cities will continue 
to develop, technology will advance 
us, but cowboys still spend their 
days and nights much as they did 
generations ago: working cattle, 
telling tall tales around a chuckwag­
on campfire and hooping it up in 
town. The cowboy is a piece of our 
heritage preserved in the present, 
alive and flourishing in a place the 
world where things move a little 
slower, and a man still stands for 
what he believes in.

Gates open at noon, and activi­
ties conclude after the dance at 1:00 
a.m. Proceeds from the Blanco 
County Heritage Day Festival go to 
support Yett Memorial Park. Yett 
Memorial Park serves mainly the 
youth of Blanco County and is oper­
ated strictly by donations and volun­
teers.

For more information on the 
upcoming Blanco County Heritage 
Day, Yett Memorial Park, or the 
town of Blanco, contact the publici­
ty office at 830-997-2350.

Fort Stockton Hosts Menudo and 
 ̂Cabrito Cook-Off_________________

If you enjoy good food, outdoor cooking. Conjunto music, Tex-Mex cul­
ture, or just to get away from it all, to relax and have fun— Don't forget the 
Fort Stockton Hispanic Chamber of Commerce's 1st Annual Menudo Cook- 
Off. This cook-off will be the first fund raising event sponsored by the His­
panic Chamber of Commerce, and held in Nunez Park, 500 S. Main Street, 
South of St. Joseph's Catholic Church. Everyone is cordially invited to 
attend and participate in this, 'on the road back from Terlingua ' event. 
FREE camping is also provided on site for interested contestants. In case of 
inclempntj.weajher^jhe coolf îqjff vyilj,,be jnoved to Los Vaqueros on the

.ane .iMtizatob -
Entertainment starts at 12 nooii on Saturday, November 11, 2000. There 
will be fun for the whole family. Good food, music, games, rides and 
piñatas. Piñatas for the kids every hour on the hour starting at 2:00 P.M. and 

P  ending at 5:00 P.M. Join the Washer Pitching Contest and show everyone 
how good you aim. Beer sales will start at 1 P.M. There will be ample secu­
rity provided by both the County and the City departments.
DJ, Jacob Fragosa, will kick things off at noon with music to get your feet 
tapping and your heart thumping. At 4:00 P.M., the Ramirez Family will 
provide Mariachi music and dancing until 8:00 P.M. when Los Nobles will 
play Conjunto music until 1:00 A.M.
Contestants can start their Menudo and Cabrito cooking from 1-4 P.M. 
Judging for the Menudo and Cabrito will be about 5 P.M. All entry fees will 
return as the cash prizes for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. Come join 
the excitement, fun and games. FREE entry into the park until 7 P.M. For 
those not already in the park at 7 P.M., there will be a small admission fee 
of $6.00 per person. If you have any questions contact Pete at 336-8536.

.Bad Credit? No Credit? Bankruptcy?

1-800-CAR LOAN 
NO PROBLEM
A Jim Bass Ford Company

Lee Bloodworth
for County Commissioner Precinct #1

X
Yes

You should 
Vote!

X
X
X
X

X

YES - 1 want to serve as your County Commissioner in 
Precinct ffl

YES - 1 will look for innovative ways to make your tax dollars go 
farther.

YES - Integrity and fairness to all are qualities of mine.

YES - I am the man for the job.

V O T E  L E E  B L O O D W O R T H  for County Commissioner 
Pet. # 1.

Early Voting begins Oct. 21 through Nov. 3 
General Election Nov. 7

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Lee Bloodworth

M edicare Coverage Expands For 
Working Beneficiaries_____________

Social Security disabled benefi­
ciaries who are working or thinking 
about working should know that 
they can now work with less concern 
about losing their Medicare cover­
age. As of October 1, they may be 
eligible for at least 93 months after 
the end of their trial work period, an 
additional 4 1/2 years, according to 
Fredi Franki, Social Security Man­
ager in San Angelo, Texas.

"This will mean many disabled 
beneficiaries may not have to decide 
between working and keeping the 
health care coverage they need to 
survive," stated Franki. "The extend­
ed coverage should make it possible 
for them to make the transition to the 
workplace without risking the health 
care coverage they need."

Franki said when the extended 
Medicare coverage runs out, benefi­
ciaries will be able to purchase the 
coverage at a price substantially less 
than a private policy would cost, if 
one were available.

The change is the first provision 
to become effective in the Ticket to 
Work and Work Incentive Improve­
ment Act of 1999 signed by the Pres­
ident in December 1999. The act is 
one of the most substantial increases 
in work opportunities for disabled 
beneficiaries in recent years. It also 
expands coverage for Medicaid 
recipients, provides for increased 
vocational and rehabilitation assis­
tance, established work incentives 
specialists in Social Security offices, 
and calls for community involve­
ment in helping disabled beneficia­
ries who wish to work.

* Under the law. States may 
provide Medicaid coverage to peo­

ple who are not too disabled to word 
even if their incomes are above 250 
percent of the federal poverty level. 
People receiving Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) from Social 
Security should check with their 
state Medicaid offices for availabili­
ty of the coverage in their areas.

*Beginning January 1, disabled 
Social Security and SSI beneficiaries 
will receive a "ticket" they may use 
to obtain vocational rehabilitation 
and other employment support ser­
vices from an approved provider of 
their choice. The program will be 
phased in nationally over a three- 
year period.

Other provisions of the law 
makes it easier for beneficiaries to 
get back on the rolls if their work 
attempt fails and postpones disabili­
ty reviews while a person is using 
the ticket.

Franki said the law also calls for 
Social Security to establish work 
incentive experts in field offices to 
provide accurate and ready informa­
tion to beneficiaries, caregivers, 
community groups, and other inter­
ested parties. The specialists, called 
"employment support representa­
tives," are being tested in 32 offices.

"Employment support represen­
tatives provide a focal point for our 
work incentives delivery system and 
should make a real difference in how 
well we can help people take advant- 
gage of the benefits under the new 
law," Franki said.

"For more information, visit our 
Internet website. Social Security 
Online at www.ssa.gov/work or call 
our toll-free number at 1-800-772- 
1213."

Young Sonora students get an up close and personal demonstra­
tion of what makes a hot air balloon work.

Stop beating around the
Bush!

Vote George W. Bush for 
President of Our Country. 

We need the leadership now.
Pol. Adv. Paid for by Lee Bloodworth

Your Vote is your Voice
On the 7th day of November, 2000, voters of Sutton County will go to 
polls to cast their votes for the candidates of their choice for the General 
Election. I am seeking re-election for Sutton County Commissioner, 
Precinct No. 1 .1, Miguel (Mike) Villanueva have been serving as County 
Commissioner, Precinct No. 1, for the last seventeen years and ten 
months. During my term, I have had to make very important decisions 
that I know have not always been agreeable to some people, but I have 
always had the best interest of all Sutton County residents in my mind. 
My record speaks for itself. I am a honest person and I will always hold a 
firm position in what I believe will be in the best interest of all residents. 
If re-elected, I will continue representing all the residents of Sutton 
County with the same respect, sincerity and enthusiasm as in the past.
On November 7, 2000, VOTE FOR EXPERIENCE AND JUSTICE, 
VOTE TO RE-ELECT MIGUEL (MIKE) VILLANUEVA FOR 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. I OF SUTTON 
COUNTY, TEXAS.

Your vote will be appreciated.
Political advertisement paid for by Miguel (Mike) Villanueva.

Su Voto Es Su Voz
El 7 Noviembre, los votantes del Condado de Sutton van a votar por el 
candidato de su preferencia para la Elección General. Yo estoy corriendo 
para el puesto de Comisionado, Precinto Num. 1 para el condado de 
Sutton. Yo, Miguel (Mike) Villanueva he cido su Comisionado de 
Precincto Num. 1 por mas de decisiete anos. Durante mi termino, yo 
hacido unas decisiones muy importante y yo se que algunos no están 
agradable con mis decisiones pero les aseguro que yo siempre he tratado 
de hacer la mejor decision para todos los residentes 
del Condado de Sutton.

Mi record habla por si sola. Soy una persona honrado y mantengo una 
posision firme en lo que creo que es lo mejor para los residentes de este 
condado. Si,los votantes del Num. 1 me electan para su Comisionado, yo 
continuare representado a todos los residentes del Condado de Sutton con 
el mismo respeto, sinceridad, y entusiasmo como en el pasado.
El 7 Noviembre, VOTEN POR EXPERIENCIA Y LA JUSTICIA, 
VOTEN POR EL TITULAR MIGUEL (MIKE) VILLANUEVA, 
COMISIONADO DEL CONDADO DE SUTTON,
PRECINCTO NUM. 1.

Su Voto sera apreciado.
Anuncio politico pagado por Miguel (Mike) Villanueva.

-ofessioNW-
Satellite
Save $240°“ by Subscribing Today!

Programming starting at $21®*/mo. Over 225 
digitai-quaiity channels available.

No monthly contract.

877-DISH 111 I
877-347-4111  

Local Toll-free for Texas

m jDIRECTV.

__ hoi tìtìVìP Mal'.VSl.iWVf <ri
rn ltd  'C 'H
.Vi •, ( > u. R i  '  «Cv. w r  « 

111«: ickivr«
,  ........................ UMi re a w '

H e a lth  B e n e fits  
For T he E n tir e  Fam ily  

$74/Mo n th  !!I
• F lat Rate Deep Medical Discount
• No Deductible  Doctor, Denta l, Chiropractic
• No Increases E-Room, Hospital Confinem ent
• Guranteeed Acceptance Hearing, Vision
• No Exclusions Prescription Included
• No L im ita t io ns  Plus More Than 100 Extra Benefits!

1 ■ 8 0 0 -2 9 2 -9 1 2 5 ________ _

D IS H  N e tw o rk

DIGITAL DYNAMITS
BLOWS C ab le  A w a y l  I

DIGITAL D/NAMITE 100 PLAN Only $34 .99 /M o .

NO 6QUIPMENTT0 BUy
Plan Includes:
• Premium u U l l i lc  TV system ( 3822/ 3922)
■ Indudes America'i Top 100 CO - our most popular 

proframming pockoge
• H os ile -fre t In-Home Service Plan 

SIGNUPT0DA)r>
Only $49.99 to  o e tiva tt. Includes 1st month’s Plan payment. 
Requires commitment e f 12 caesecutrve menths and valid 
majer credit card.

tnoHonoH COOL toeiK TEXTRONICS
1-800-761-DISH
(1-800-761-3474)

d à ?
\  F. T W O  R K

www.dbhnetwort(.coffl

OgiW Dytwnie oOer «toas lO l/O l. AJ prc«i packaon *rd  a,uwsK# Al meu __-.z. __L . .  .. ^ ----------- ■■------------------------ K—V — '- V  «  Change »ilhoul noOc* Local and suile same uuts
■WT'V. W WSH Network proorarrmino. and ar»y edwr services that ere provded. are subtect to the terms and conditions ol the 

Heeidenea CuUomer Ayoement w«vch a  avaiuoi« upon raquoet Significani restrtctonsoppty to OISH Network hartfuvsro and prooram- 
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w B e /fo n e
Helping the world hear better

SO N O R A
2nd Friday each m onth 
9:00 a.m. to noon 
Sutton Co. Senior Center 
106 Wilson Street

SA N  AN G ELO
M onday - Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
3270 Sherwood Way 
915-949-9993 Wil Boyer

Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

• " America's Most Tmsted Name in Better Hearing"
• Free Hearing Evaluations in Your Home or Our Office

• Satisfaction Assured by Our Belcare Commitment
• Three Year Warranty Available, 30 Day Trial Period

• Many Insurance Plans Accepted 
• Family Owned and Operated

FOR A PPO IN TM EN T CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-297-1963

DO

fouRleu

CHICKEN STRIP COUNTRY BASKET*
On Sale October 30 - November 12, 2000.

D Q * has what you’re craving - the Chicken Strip Country Basket.* 

Four tender chicken strips, gravy, fries and Texas toast, ali for just 

$3.99. And if it’s a treat you want, we’ve got your Pecan Mudslide 

for only $1.59. But only for a limited time.

PECAN NUDSlIDETREm
Only

www.dqlexas.com
Oder good at oaiticlpatlng 0(3' stores. <S Reg. Ui. PaL & TM Off. Am. D.GL Corp. 

* Reg. Ui. oaL & TH Tx. 0.(3. Op. Coun. G Tx. 0.(3. Op. Coun.

http://www.ssa.gov/work
http://www.dqlexas.com
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‘'Every day when 1 go to work, 
I never lose sight of the issues 
that impact our families, our 
jobs, and our communities. 
There have been tough battles, 
and we ’ve made great progress. 
But the work is not finished, as 
some issues become even more 
urgent and necessary. I ask for 
your support to continue the 
fight against liberal interests in 
Washington. ”

Congressman Bonilla works the issues
thn| ore important to you and your lamliY.

Medicare
Henry Bonilla voted to strengthen Medicare 
and guarantee that prescription drugs are 
available for senior citizens.

Patient Bill of Rights
Henry Bonilla voted for a Patient Bill of Right: 
that requires insurance companies to give 
patients and doctors a greater say in health 
care decisions.

Education
Henry Bonilla voted to give schools more local 
control over how they spend the federal dollars 
they receive.

www.heniybonilla.com
PAID FOR BY TEXANS FOR HENRY BONILLA, JILL LAHAYE, TREASURER

lower taxes

Saving
Social security

Saving mediure

Education

Small
business Support

Private
Property Rights

http://www.heniybonilla.com
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Edwards Plateau Soil & Water Conservation District #222
53rd Annual Report

On October 31, 1946,'the 
Secretary of the State of Texas 
signed the document which offi­
cially initiated the Edwards 
Plateau Soil & Water Conserva- 

|# tio n  District. Edwin E. Sawyer 
and Joe B. Ross were named on 
that document as the supervisors 
who presented the application 
for a certificate of organization, 
as required by law. The final 
steps in the organization of the 
District was to elect the remain­
ing three members to the Board 
of Directors and prepare a pro­
gram and plan of worjk. Ered T. 
Earwood, Joseph Vanderstucken 
and Frank Bond were elected. 
Since that time, the District has 
continued to be governed by a 

■Aboard of 5 local landowners who 
are elected for 4 year terms. The 
following people have served as 
directors: W.B. McMillan, Vestal 
Askew, George Brockman, 
Aimer Earwood, Albert Ward, 
Scott Shurley, Bob Caruthers, 
Glen Fisher, and the current 
board members (pictured).

Certainly a debt of gratitude 
is owed to all who have served 
for their dedication to the con­
servation of our natural 
resources.

#  The Edwards Plateau 
SWCD includes all of Sutton 
County and the upper part of 
Edwards County, which encom­
passes 1,158,612 acres. Of the 
total acreage, approximately 
984,820 acres are under District 
Cooperative Agreement by those 
desiring to use their land within 
it’s capabilities and to treat it

'

) ' ■■ Vi

JORDAN CATTLE AUCTION
NO SALE- MASON

Monday, November 6th - Mason - Welcome Hunters
Premium Weaned Cattle Sale

Thursday, November 9 @ 10:00 a.m. - San Saba
For more information contact:

Ken Jordan • Willard Jordan • Jeffrey Osbourn 
Jody Osbourn • Al Johnson

_______ 9 1 5 -3 7 2 -5 1 5 9  w w w .jo rd a n ca ttle .co m

0 ^

Current Edwards Plateau SWCD Directors: Edward Earwood, Judy McDonald, Susan 
Bloodworth, Norm Rousselot, and Bob Brockman

ADVERTISING 
WORKS I 
387-2507

according to its needs. Currently, 
acreage under cost-share con­
tracts through the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
are as follows:

Long Term Agreement 
(LTA): 1 on 3213 acres

Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program (EQIP): 1 on 946 acres 

Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP): 6 on 
24,397 acres

Great Plains Coftservation 
Program (GPCP): 1 on 2973 
acres

One of the most important

: Susan Bloodworth . 
Zone 3

Edwards Plateau SWCD Financial Report 
Fiscal Year 9/99 thru 8/00

State
Fund

Balance 9/1/99 $ 821.15

Revenue
Office Rent -  0 -
State Grants & Reimb. 7,193.25
Contributions - 0 -
Other (Interest, reimb) -  0  -
Seed Sales • 0 •
Hill Country Assn. Mtg - 0 •
Total Revenue 7,193.25

Expenditures
Staff Salaries & Benefits 7,062.77 
Promotion. Awards

& Education 200.00
Repair & Maintenance - 0 -
Mortgage Payments -  0  -
Office Supplies; Postage -  0 -
Utilities - 0 -
Insurance - 0  -
Dues, Meetings, Subscript. 250.00  
Audit, Publishing Fees - 0  -
Seed (for resale) -  0  -
Sponsor Hill Co. Mtg. - 0  -
Other (reimb items) - 0 -
Fuel - 0 -
Total Expenditures 7,512.77.

BALANCE: 8/31/00 $501.30

Local Fund 
Sawyer Esc.

$1194.05

Trust
Fund

Firetruck
Fund

$ 1,224.97

$ 12,821.60 $671.23

12,600.00
-0-

1,593.17
1.078.05

17,576.12
665.50

33,512.84

2.690.46 - 0 -

970.00 - 0 -
290.54 457.15

6,480.60 - 0  -
315.02 - 0 -

2,838.68 - 0  -
953.17 - 0 -
212.00 -0-
66.00 - 0 -

15,818.44 - 0 -
825.00 - 0 -
941.20 - 0 -

- 0 -  193.88
32,801.11 651.03

$13,533.33  $1104.65

Submitted by SWCD Board of Directors in compliance with Section 1, Chapter 410. Act 
of the 55th Texas Legislature, as amended.

Rig Locations 
as of October 27, 2000

Crockett County
OXY Permian; 16000’ Mitchell - B - #49, Nabors Drilling. 
Prize Operating; 15400’ Phillip Arledge #5, Patterson Drilling. 
New Primal Energy Corp.; 9800’ Read - 4 #1, Cleere Drilling, 

New OXY Permian; 12000’ Mitchell - #26, Cleere Drilling.
^ e w  Union Pacific; 7400’ Couch - 30 - #13, Patterson Drilling.
^rXP, Inc.; 6900’ Pierce -4 - #1, Patterson Drilling.

Sutton County
New Burlington Res/Mid; 6000’, Meckel #45, Cleere Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus; 5600’ WB McMillan - 10 - #14, Patterson Drilling.
New Samson Lone Star LP; 9350’ Nobles #6, Patterson Drilling.
Louis Dreyfus; 8400’ Richardson - 6 - #7, Patterson Drilling.

Terrell County
New Conoco/Midland; 12416’, Alex Mitchell - 1 - #8, Nabors Drilling. 
Athanor Texas; 9000’, Pakenham - 67 - #9, Cleere Drilling.
Pure Resources; - 17000’ ACU #5701, TMBR/Sharp Drilling

Schleicher County 
Questa Oil & Gas; 6800’ Roach #3, Cleere Drilling.
Petro-West Corp.; 5900’ Tisdale- #2, Heart Land Drilling.

For complete report contact: Scott Huggins,
Rig Location & Permit Report Service 

(800) 627-9785

J .  < iv r
< m  n c L e ¡  c o t tm ^ tC T O t t

Devil’s River Internet 
Service

915-387-2507

.projects for which maintenance 
supervision has been co-spon­
sored by this District and the 
Sutton County Commissioners 
Court are the Watershed Protec­
tion and Flood Prevention Struc­
tures that protect Sonora and 
surrounding areas from flood­
ing. There are a total of 13 of 
these structures, 12 within this 
District encompassing 135,929 
acres and 1 just North of the 
District boundary on 13,191 
acres.

During the past year, this 
District has encouraged conser­
vation education and rewarded 
outstanding conservation efforts 
in the following ways:

* Co-sponsored a Prescribed 
Burn Field Day offering 3 
CEU’s.

* Presented Conservation 
Rancher of the Year Award to 
Randee Fawcett and Bobby 
Doran of the Encino Ranch.

* Sponsored a 6th Grade 
Field Tour at the Edwin Sawyer 
Ranch.

* Sponsored Conservation 
Awareness Luncheon and pro­
gram for all local clergy during

Windbreak 
Trees and Seed 

Sales

The Edwards Plateau 
SWCD is now selling windbreak 
trees. If anyone is interested, 
orders for trees will be taken 
from October through January. 
Grass seed for range improve­
ment, pipeline reclamation and 
other conservation uses is avail­
able year round. Additional 
information may be obtained by 
catling 387-2730 ext. 3.

ADOPT

Thank you 
for caring!

Sonora
Animal Hospital 

387-2481

S p o n s c w ie d
. . .b y ;

Soil Stewardship Week.
* Provided bulletin covers 

and other Soil Stewardship mate­
rials to all local churches,

* Provided Conservation 
Education bookcovers for the 
children in the Sonora I.S.D.

* Sponsored Conservation 
Essay and Poster Contest and 
awarded cash prizes to Jack Tur­
ney (1st); Vanessa Salazar (2nd) 
and Daniela Perez (3rd).

* Sponsored two local teach­
ers, Diane Benson and Nancy 
Brockman, to attend a 3-day 
Teachers Conservation Work­
shop at the Bamberger Ranch 
near Johnson City.

* Co-sponsored program for 
community with Dr. George 
Veni, noted hydro-geologist, to 
increase knowledge and aware­
ness of underground water 
issues.

* Sponsored Range Contest 
& E.B. Keng Memorial Trophy 
during the annual Wool Show in 
Sonora.

* Hosted annual business 
meeting of the Hill Country 
Assn, of SWCD’s.

Where the Old, New .^U nique are Found!

H TRADE D A Y S^
5th & Hwy 207, Post, Texas 

Fri., Sat. & Sun, Nov. 3, 4 & 5, 2000 
www.omtd.com (806) 495-3529

,n

PR O D U C TIO N  CH EM IC ALS

THE GAS ENHANCEMENT COMPANY

YOUR HOMETOWN LEADER 
FOR GAS WELL PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

1-800-805-9178
801 TAYLOE  

SO N O R A , TEX A S
387-2585

Here’s jiBto 
few of the pups

BUSINESS

Stute Representfltìve,
BobTumer

National Federation of 
Independent Business

Texans for Lawsuit Reform

Texas Association of 
Business and Chambers of 
Commerce

Texas Restaurant Association

Texas Automobile Dealers 
Association

Texas Society of Certified 
Public Accountants

AGRICULTURE
Texas Farm Bureau

Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers

Texas Sheep and Goat 
Raisers Association

HEALTH CARE

Texas Medical Association

Texas Hospital Association

Texas Dental Association

Texas Nurses Association

Texas Academy of Family 
Practice

Texas Pharmacists 
Association

SPORTSMEN____________

National Rifle Association 

Texas State Rifle Association 

Texas Wildlife Association

Our State Representative

BOB TURNER
Hard Work. Conservative Values. Proven Results.

P O L . A D V .  P A I D  B Y  C O M M I T T E E  T O  E L E C T  B O B  T U R N E R .  P . O .  B O X  8 5 4 ,  C O L E M A N ,  T X  7 6 8 3 4

http://www.jordancattle.com
http://www.omtd.com
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Main Street Realty
'Stwitî  Istatt H(uds'

Ranch • Residential • Commercial 
Anita Balch Hudson, Broker / Owner r e a lto r- 

Scott J. Jacoby, Broker • Laurie D. Smith, Agent 
w w w .m ainstrealty .net • m ain str@ son oratx .n et 

215 East Main » Sonora. Texas 76950 » 915-387-6115 • Fax 915-387-2402

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Farm  & Ranches
14,361 +/- Acres Val Verde County - $150/acre 
2,867 +/- Acres 38 Miles SW Sonora RR 189 - $275/acre 
145.66 Acre Farm in Schleicher Co. - $135,000.00 
Sonora Stockpens (8.4 Acres) - $205,000.00

R e a l  
E s t a t e
Bob Caruthers 

Real Estate
REALTOR*

PRICE REDUCED
640 acres in Schleicher Co. 

Cabin & Waterwell
Boss Deer Blinds & Game Feeders for Sale

BROKER 
(915) 387-LAND 

email: bobc@sonoratx.net

West Texas Classified Ad Network

L A S s iF iE D  A d s
Place your Non-Commercial classified ad In The Devil's River News, Eldorado Success, Ozona Stockman, 

^^i^^âi^^û[ii^£âi^i2dj£ââI3-bÎ£3flt§j2LOQg-loWi-low_PÜçe?_Çaij_today for details!

• Sonora
• Eldorado
• Ozona
• Big Lake 
• Iraan

387-2507

Stephens Ranch Real Estate 
For Sale: 811 Acres - Sutton Co.,
$435 per acre. High fence, house, 
black buck, red deer, whitetail, deer, 
dove, quail and turkey.
1700 Acres - Eldorado, $425 per 
acre. Liveoak Country, Big Valley,
2 wells, pens and barn. Excellent 
hunting. 25% minerals.
35 Acres - house, barn and pens. 
$79,000.
27,000 Acres - Val Verde Co., 20
miles north of Comstock. $175 per 
acre, highly improved. Will divide.
8.300 Acres - 9 miles of Lake 
Amistad Shoreline with lots of 
improvements. $350 per acre.
3,200 Acres - 15 miles, north of 
Comstock. Excellent hunting. $185 
per acre.
1.300 Acres - 2 miles of Colorado 
River frontage. Ideal hunting and 
fishing. $850 per acre.
Much More! Check our website @ 
www.stephensranchrealestate.com 
If you see something you like, give 
me a call, or if you have property 
for'sale, we have buyers calling 
daily.

Alfred Sykes Agent
915-853-2386 

M obile- 915-450-6171

For Sale By Owner - 105 Hillside - 
3BR, 3BA, Pool, $130,000.00. Call 
387-5126.

I-IO Auto Ranch, Sonora, TX
2000 Silverado Z-71 with factory 

rebates and dealer discounts 
$26,570.92 plus TTL.

Call Raymond at 387-2529

For Sale: 1995 Ford Crew Cab, 
XLT, power stroke, 5 speed, heavy 
duty grill guard & bumper, goose­
neck hook-up, 1 ton. Excellent con­
dition. $13,500.00 or best offer. Call 
Terry McMillan 387-2907.

For Sale: 1997 Chevy Extended 
Cab, 3/4 ton, 5 speed, heavy duty 
bumper, grill guard & headache 
rack, gooseneck ready, excellent 
condition. $15,000.00 or best offer. 
Call Terry McMillan 387-2907.

For Sale: 2 female, black Labrador 
puppies. 6 1/2 months old. Need a 
good home. Call 387-7078.

For Sale: Christoval Texas. 19673 
First Street. 2 BR, 1 BA located on
3 lots with barns for storage. Asking 
$38,000.00 Contact Roland at 915- 
944-4842 or 915-651-8590. Summit 
GMAC Real Estate.

For Sale: Used refrigerators.
$150.00 each. Call 387-6242 for 
more information.

For Sale: 1989 Chevrolet - extend­
ed cab, LWB, 350, 5 speed. Extra 
clean - must see! Call 387-3988 
after 5:00 p.m.

For Sale: Office Bldg. 223 E. Main 
Street. Phone 915-387-3077. Office 
hrs. are 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Hunters! SaveTime & $$$. Have 
your deer feeders monitored & 
filled on a routine basis. For more 
info, call D.E. (Danny) Reinhardt 
915-387-2362 or 915-650-3662

l^®[?

For Lease: Old Bank Building 216 
N.E. Main $500.00 per month. 
Contact Michael Hale @ First 
National Bank, 387-3861

For Rent: 3 BR, 2 BA Mobile 
home, $425.00 month plus $200.00 
deposit. Call 387-5528 or 505-625- 
2596.

Rational
wTgaM«ric>.vAi- ootiNScncN

Teams & Solos To Run 
Midwest & Southwest!
Or Regional Short Haul! 
Conventional Tractors! 

Satellite Communications!
High % Drop & Hook!
401K Retirement Plan! 
Tractor Lease Program!
New 0/0 Pay Package!

0/0 Pay = .82 CPM!
Call Larry Galindo!

800-358-3093 
21 Finegan Drive 

Del Rio, Texas 
'Riition Reimbursement! 

Training Available! 
www.ndsin.com

-Help Wanted: Need mechanic. 
Must have gasoline & diesel experi­
ence. Call Charles Howard 
Construction. 387-3093 or come by 
601 W. 8th St. ____________

Help Wanted: Maid needed at the 
Holiday Host Motel. Reliability and 
transportation required. Experience 
preferred. Come by 127 Loop 467, 
Sonora, Texas.

Help Wanted: FEDERAL - Cl VIL 
Private. Investigator Trainees. 
Good wages. 915-521-5507.

Diesel Mechanic or 
Shop Foreman and 

Experienced Drivers Needed

Excellent Benefits:
Health Insurance 

Retirement Benefits 
Monthly Performance &

Safety Bonus 
Drivers:

Must have experience driving trans­
ports, vacuum trucks, operating pump 

trucks & winch trucks. Must have 
current Class A CDL. Good driving 
record. Drivers days off schedule. 

Please apply in person at 
Niblett’s Oilfield Services, Inc. 

Hwy. 277 South, Eldorado.
No phone calls please.

Schleicher County 
Medical Center 

FULL - TIME PO.STTION.S
HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISOR, 

BUSINESS OFFICE - 
PATIENT BILLING,

DATA ENTRY CLERK, 
2-HOUSEKEEPERS 

Paid Vacation, Holidays, Personal 
Days, Self-insurance, Retirement, 

Mileage Pay.
Beverly Minor 

P.O. Box V
Eldorado, Texas 76936 

(915) 853-2507 
EOE

Sonora Court Apartments - Quiet 
apartment living with country atmosr 
phere. Small yard. 2 BR, 2 BA avail­
able. Also 2 BR, 1 BA. Call 387-2098 
or 650-2007.

Garage Sale Nov. 3rd. 313 Hilltop. 
8:00 a.m. Couch, 2 Papason sets & 
lots more. FRIDAY ONLY!
BIG Garage Sale. Infants clothes up 
to 10 years. 3 family. 116 Deerwood. 
Saturday, Nov. 4th.

Close Out Moving Sale. Main Street 
Mercantile 205 E. Main. Thursday 
Nov. 2 through Sat., Nov. 4. Don’t 
miss BOX Saturday. Shelves, fixtures, 
used lumber, cabinets clothes racks, 
furniture & more.

Black sweater with tan buttons found 
at Mason game. Call the DRN at 387- 
2507.

M 3 ©  M(§.
Invitation for Bids for Fuel from a 

Dispensing Contractor for the 
Municipal Fleet

NOTICE is hereby given that the 
City of Sonora will receive bids for 

fuel from a Dispensing contractor for 
the Municipal Fleet that has a fuel 
security system operating within 

close vicinity of the city. Sealed and 
marked on the outside “FUEL BIDS” 
shall be received in the office of the 

City Secretary, City Hall, 201 E. 
Main, Sonora, Texas, 76950 no later 

than 2:00 p.m. on November 13, 
2000, at which time bids shall be 

opened publicly and read aloud. Bid 
specifications are available by calling 
the City Secretary’s Office at (915) 
387-2558. The City Council has the 

right to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
AND PRELIMINARY DECISION 
FOR WATER QUALITY TPDES 

PERMIT RENEWAL FOR 
MUNICIPAL 

WASTEWATER.
Permit No. 10545-001 

APPLICATION AND PRELIMI­
NARY DECISION. City of Sonora, 
201 East Main, Sonora, Texas 76950, 
has applied to the Texas Natural 
Resource Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC) for a renewal oPTNRCC 
Permit No. 10545-001, which autho­
rizes the discharge of treated domes­
tic wastewater at a daily average flow 
not to exceed 876,000 gallons per 
day. The current permit also autho­
rizes the disposal of treated domestic 
wastewater via irrigation of 68.3 
acres of non public access pasture- 
land. Issuance of the proposed Texas 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (TPDES) Permit No. 10545- 
001 will replace the existing NPDES 
Permit No. TX0023191 issued on 
May 30, 1997 and TNRCC permit 
No. 10545-001. This application was 
submitted to the TNRCC on February 
28, 2000.
The facility and disposal site are 
located south of Sonora and south of 
Dry Devil’s River, approximately 
6,000 feet south and 2,000 feet west 
of the intersection of U.S. Highways 
277 and 290 in Sutton County, Texas. 
The treated effluent is discharged to 
Dry Devil’s River, thence to the 
Devil’s River in Segment No. 2309 
of the Rio Grande Basin. The unclas­
sified receiving water uses are no sig­
nificant aquatic life uses for Dry 
Devil’s River. The designated uses 
for Segment No. 2309 are exception-

M 3 © '[i^ ©
Warning: Do not buy a manufac­
tured home without seeing this video 
tape. 915-655-6531.

Public Notice: Taking application on 
all 2001 model homes. No application 
refused. 1-800-698-8003.
4 bedroom on 3 wooded acres. $500 
A Month . Ready to move in. 1-800- 
698-8003. 10% down, 360 mon., 
8.5% APR fixed.

Grand Opening Special
3 BR, 2 BA, double wide. 2 x 6  side- 

walls - R-19, 1/2 tape & textured 
sheet rock throughout. Thermal panel 

tilt in windows, 
plywood floors, real wood 

cabinets. $39,995.00 
Solitaire of San Angelo, Texas. 
4130 N. Bryant (915) 657-0001

For Sale: 1994 28’ x 44’ Doublewide. 
3 BR, 2 BA. Extra clean. $19,900.00. 
Call 915-387-5919 after 5:00 p.m. or 
915-387-2054.

Looking for work. I clean housei or 
businesses, wash automobiles, help 
with elderly people. Call 387-5273.

Will do housecleaning and office 
cleaning. Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5 p.m. Have 
references, reasonable rates. Will also 
do painting. Call 387-6040 ask for 
Becky or Vicki.

Broker/Agent

| |  ^  ---------------
, „ W ayne M unn, Broker
'.^201 E. 3rd. • P.O. Box‘702 • Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-2171 • Fax: 915-387-2191 
Email: hmunn@sonoratx.net 

website: www.weselltexas.net 
Anna Munn, Realtor • 387-2171 

Don McMeans, Realtor » 387-9315
•647 acres close to Eagle Pass, Texas with two homes, bams, fields,

Rio Grande River frontage, excellent hunting.
•541.9 acres close to McCamey, Texas with a large two-story home, 

good mule deer hunting. Priced to .sell!
•829 acres close to Coyanosa, Texas. Two bedroom home, cross fenced 

pasture. Only $165 per acre.
•Hunting properties without homes; 99 acres close to Winters, Texas;

143 acres close to Robert Lee, Texas, 532 acres close to Robert 
Lee, Texas, 640 acres close to Girvin, Texas, with pens.

See these Properties on my Website: www.weselltexas.net
RANCH • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALJMÌ ' » S I »

EQUAL HOUSING TêlUng Hous»m J u tt  S»H FMster
OPPORTUNITIES
r .s ; iJ A L >  n u U d lP l t «  l< tA L IU I<  W
OPPORTUNITIES__________ ^

Bobbie A. Smith
(915)387-2728

al aquatic life uses, public water sup­
ply, and contact recreation.
The TNRCC executive director has 
completed the technical review of the 
application and prepared a draft per­
mit. The draft permit, if approved, 
would establish the conditions under 
which the facility must operate. The 
executive director has made a prelim­
inary decision to issue the draft per­
mit. The permit application, statement 
of basis/technical summary and exec­
utive director’s preliminary decision, 
and draft permit are available for 
viewing and copying at City Hall, 201 
East Main, Sonora, Texas 76950. 
PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC 
MEETING. You may submit public 
comments or request a public meet­
ing about this application. The pur­
pose of a public meeting is to provide 
the opportunity to submit written or 
oral comment or to ask questions 
about the application. The TNRCC 
will hold a public meeting if the exec­
utive director determines that there is 
a significant degree of public interest 
in the application or if requested by a 
local legislator. A public rneeting is 
not a contested case hearing.
Written public comments and 
requests for a public meeting 
should be submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TNRCC, 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 787H- 
3087 within 30 days of the date of 
newspaper publication of the 
notice.
OPPORTUNITY FOR A CON­
TESTED CASE HEARING. After 
the deadline for public comments, the 
executive director will consider the 
comments and prepare a response to 
all relevant and material and material,' 
or significant public comments. The 
response to comments, along with 
the executive director’s decision on 
the application, will be mailed to 
everyone who submitted public 
comments or who requested to be 
on a mailing list for this applica­
tion. If comments were received, 
the mailing will also provide 
instructions for requesting a con­
tested case hearing or reconsidera­
tion of the executive director’s deci­
sion. A contested case hearing is a 
legal proceeding similar to a civil trial 
in a state district court.
A contested case hearing will only be 
granted based on disputed issues of 
fact that are relevant and material to 
the Commission’s decision on the 
application. Further, the Commission 
will only grant a hearing on issues 
that were raised during the public 
comment period and not withdrawn. 
Issues that are not raised in public 
comments may not be considered dur­
ing a hearing. The TNRCC may act 
on this application to renew a per­
mit without providing an opportu­
nity for a contested case hearing if 
certain criteria are met. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ACTION. The executive director 
may issue final approval of the appli­
cation unless a timely contested case 
hearing request for reconsideration is 
filed. If a timely hearing request or 
request for reconsideration is filed, 
the executive director will not issue 
final approval of the permit and will 
forward the application and requests 
to the TNRCC Commissioners for 
their consideration at a scheduled 
Commission meeting.
MAILING LIST. In addition to sub­
mitting public comments, you may ask 
to be placed on a mailing list to receive 
future public notices mailed by the 
Office of the Chief Clerk. You may 
request to be added to: (1) the mailing 
list for this specific application; (2) the 
permanent mailing list for a specific 
applicant name and permit number; 
and/or (3) the permanent mailing list 
for a specific county. Clearly specify 
which mailing list(s) to which you 
wish to be added and send your 
request to the TNRCC Office of the 
Chief Clerk at the address below. 
Unless you otherwise specify, you will

SERUICE DIRECTORY
” 1

Sonora Electric 
Company
Electric Repair 

Construction Farm & Ranch 
Commercial/Residential
A rn o ld  H o sfo rd

915-387-3677
A d vertis in g

Worhs!
387-2507

TH§ Bright Spot 
Beauty Shop

Total H air C are  for the W h o le  Fam ily
Mon-Fri 8-5 387-2460

214 1/2 Main Sonora, TX
Windmills Pumps Service

George Thorp
Waterwell Service 

G EO . “JE N K Y ”’ TH O R P  
91 5-387-5104  
MOBILE: 915-650-4752  
510 W. Mulberry • Sonora, TX

BUSINESS
BASICS

Full Service Bookkeeping 
Office Supplies 

O pen M-F 8:30-5:30

112 N orth Concho 
387-6127

AD VERTISE
TO DAY

387-2507

S.M . Fence Com pany
All Types Fencing 

Carports • Concrete 
Air Compressor • Welding 

Sam Mata - Owner 
Res. # 387-2857 • Mobile # 277-7831 

Edward Mata - Res. # 387-6216 
Mobile #650-7162

D e v il’s R iver In tern et  
228 E. M ain  

387-2507

C h e e t a h
W ir e le s s

W D S L

277-5560
m A '

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.
-  O IL F IE L D  

C O N T R A C T O R  
( 9 1 5 ) 3 8 7 - 2 5 2 4
S o n o r a , T X

Painting Tile Work
Carpentry Pressure Washing'
Green Contracting

General Contractor KST"’’--- .......^
214 Sawyer Drive 
Sonora, TX 76950 

(915) 387-5465 » (915) 277-9881
Knox Floor Covering 

Carpet-Vinyl-Tile 
39 2 -21 80

201 Ave I Qzona.IX
R a f t e r  W  F e e d  

2 0 1  C e d a r  
3 8 7 -3 0 4 2

Y o u r local A c c o  & P urina  
_  ^  „ Feed D ealer ■ »

Hudson Technology 
Consulting

232 NE Main Suite 101 
Sonora, TX

650-3340
Sonora Rnimal  

H o s p i t a l
Open M-F 8:00 - 12:00 

1:00-5:00 
Saturday Morning by 

appointment
HWY. 290 W.* 387-2481

TEAM GRAPHICS
CUSTOM SCREEN PRINTING 

EMBRGIDERY 
T-Shirts • Caps 
Marla Percifull 
915/387-5017 

Sonora, TX

N eed  a Fence Builder.
Call

M odesto
E n terp rises
FREE ESTIMATES 

E arm  & Ranch. 
915-446-4246

Sonora Chemical & Supply, Inc.
301 W. 1st St.

/  (915)387-6023
FAX (915) 387-2237 

1-877-533-5500 Toll Free 
Air & Fluid Drilling Chemicals 

Sales • Service • Delivery
Curtis E. Lipham 

Hm. 915-387-3772 
Mob. 915-277-3914

Richard Cooper 
Hm. 915-550-4218 
Mob. 915-277-3915

Marty D. Lipham 
Hm. 915-387-3423 
Mob. 915-277-7030

be included only on the mailing list 
for this specific application. 
INFORMATION. If you need more 
information about this permit applica­
tion or the permitting process (such as 
being added to the mailing list), 
please call the TNRCC office of 
Public Assistance, Toll Free, at 1-800- 
687-4040 or write to them at MC 105, 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711- 
3087. General information about the

TNRCC can be found at our website 
at www.tnrcc.state.tx.us. Further 
information may also be obtained 
from City of Sonora at the address : 
stated above or by calling Mr. Brent 
Gesch, City Manager at (915) 387- 
2558.
Issued: Oct. 24, 2000 
LaDonna Castañuela, Chief Clerk 
Texas Natural Resource Conservation 
Commission

http://www.mainstrealty.net
mailto:mainstr@sonoratx.net
mailto:bobc@sonoratx.net
http://www.stephensranchrealestate.com
http://www.ndsin.com
mailto:hmunn@sonoratx.net
http://www.weselltexas.net
http://www.weselltexas.net
http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us


Customer Appreciation 
Open House

Sat., Nov. 11,2000
Stop and Visit the Folks at Rafter W  
and Check Out our Complete Line of 

Hunting Supplies and Game Feed. 
While you are enjoying 

refreshments make sure to enter 
the Rafter W  

"BIG BUCK CONTEST" 
and Buy Your Sutton County 
Game Dinner Prize Tickets !

^̂ BIG BUCK CONTEST^^ 
Entries ore Just $1.00

Registration Deadline: 
NOV. 15 !

NO EXCEPTIONS

Ca t e g o r ie s  a r e : 
Hig h e s t  Sc o r in g  Bu c k  

Bu c k  w it h  M o st  P o in t s  
Lo n g e s t  Sp ik e

Prize awarded fo r each category

Hrs. Mon. -

R é i f t e r  W  F e e d
1 Cedar St. « Sonora, Texas 76950 
387r3042 « Fax 915-387-3194 

Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Sat. 7:30 a.m - 5:00 p.m

A O C O  FEEDS-

Com plete Line of 
Gam e Feed CS

Acco, Sure Fed & Purina 
Deer Com 

Deer Mineral 
Deer Pellets 

Milo
Molasses Tubs

Apple Flavored Mineral Blocks . 
Corn & Molasses Flavored Blocks 

Hen Scratch

C om plete Line of 
H u n tin g  S u p p lies

Batteries Game Bags
Scopes Hunting Licenses
Decoys Guns & Ammunition
Lanterns Spincast Feeders
Calls Flashlights
Knives Vehicle Gun Racks
Scents Camouflage Netting
Coolers Solar Panels
Binoculars Tripod Deer Stands

DROP STATION FOR DAMUTH TAXIDERMY SERVICE - BRADY, TX
ViSA”

FREE - Please Take One
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ANtm.
You do not have to 
be present to win sunoHom^

G A M E  D I N N E R

I M

6 : 0 0  

L J T T O r s i  
O l V I O  C  

H W Y

B E R  1 - 1  ,  

P - I V I .

O O U I S J T Y

W -

Admission: $6.00
(Children under 10 FREE)

PRIZES
MENU

50 + Quality Rifles and shotguns 
worth over $25,000 

Fishing & Hunting Equipment 
Camping & Outdoor Equipment 

Ice-chests
MANY, MANY MORE

Black Buck Antelope 
Turkey Fries 

Fried Turkey Breast 
Venison 

Smoked Turkey 
Wild Boar 
Beef-o-Lo 

Cabrito 
Camp Bread 

Chili
Son-of-a-Gun Stew and our own. 

Sutton County Sausage, 
Beans & More!

ADVANCE D O O RPRIZE TICKETS 
CAN BE PURCHASED AT:

Mr. D’S LIQUOR & BEER 
RAFTER W FEEDS

SONORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
SONORA TRUE VALUE 

SONORA WOOL & MOHAIR 
TEAFFOILCO. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 387-2880

SPONSORED BY: SUTTON COUNTY GOME DINNER OSSOCIOTION

Field Care of Big Game.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Well-cared for deer and antelope 

make fine table fare for many people. It 
is important to properly handle deer and 
antelope immediately after the shot. 
How quickly the animal is field dressed 
and the meat properly cooled determines 
the quality of the meat. However, far too 
many deer and antelope are wasted or 
make poor quality eating because 
hunters do not follow the simple, com­
mon sense rules of good meat handling 
after the kill. These directions will help 

•put good meat on your table.
CHECK EQUIPMENT
Before the hunt, check to see that 

you have all the equipment needed for 
hunting and handling your animal after 
the kill. Important items include a sharp 
knife for dressing, a light rope or nylon 
cord for dragging, a signed hide tag with 
attaching cord, a cloth to clean your 
hands, and a plastic bag for the liver and 
heart.

To insure satisfaction with the hunt, 
take the usual precautions to have a gun 
of adequate caliber, which is sighted in 
with proper ammunition. Conspicuous 
clothing appropriate for the weather, a 
compass, and map add to the safety of 
the hunt.

AFTER THE KILL
Approach a downed animal with 

caution, and be sure it is dead. If your 
shot did not hit a vital region or if the 
animal is still struggling, kill it with a 
shot in the neck just under the ear.

Assuming a well-placed shot with 
modem ammunition, enough blood ves­
sels will often be severed to bleed the 
deer or antelope without additional 
sticking in the neck. Many careful 
hunters do bleed their kill by sticking 
Just above the breastbone.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
1. The signed and properly 

punched tag must be tom from the per­
mit and attached to the carcass as soon as 
the animal has been killed.

2. The head must remain 
unskinned and attached to the carcass 
until it has been checked through an offi­

cial check station and a seal affixed to the 
carcass.

3. The carcass may be skinned 
except for the head prior to checking.

FIELD DRESSING
Dress your deer or antelope immedi­

ately.
Admittedly, the field dressing chore 

is not the most enjoyable part of the hunt, 
but the extra time spent taking care of the 
meat will pay dividends at the table. Field 
dressing takes effort, so your heavy hunt­
ing coat should be removed and your 
sleeves rolled up so they won’t be soiled. 
Disposable vinyl or latex gloves lessen 
the chances of passing infectious diseases 
and make hand cleaning easier.

Blood and digestive Juices from 
organs possibly penetrated by the shot 
must be removed from the body cavity 
quickly, and the sooner the organs, which 
deteriorate rapidly, are removed, the 
faster the meat will cool. Field dressing 
also eliminates dragging unnecessary 
weight when moving the animal.

Before starting the field-dressing 
process, keep in mind that it is important 
to keep dirt and foreign objects away 
from the exposed body cavity. Removing 
the scent glands is not considered neces­
sary, but is done with care by many 
hunters. Some archery hunters save the 
glands for use as scent while hunting. 
Removing the glands carelessly can taint 
the meat.

Roll the carcass over on its back with 
the rump lower than the shoulders and 
spread the hind legs. Make a cut along the 
centerline of belly from breastbone to 
base of tail. First cut through the hide, 
then through belly muscle. Avoid cutting 
into the paunch and intestines by holding 
them away from the knife with the free 
hand while guiding the knife with the 
other.

Unless the head will be mounted, the 
cut should pass through the sternum and 
extend up the neck to the chin to allow 
removal of as much of the windpipe as 
possible. The windpipe sours rapidly and 
is a leading cause of tainted meat. With a 
small sharp knife, cut around the anus and

draw it into the body cavity, so it comes 
free with the complete intestines. In ' 
doing this, avoid cutting or breaking the 
bladder. Loosen and roll out the stomach 
and intestines. Save liver Split the pelvic 
or "aitch" bone to hasten cooling.

Cut around the edge of the ‘ 
diaphragm which separates the chest and 
stomach cavities, and split the breast­
bone. Then, reach forward to cut the 
windpipe and gullet ahead of the lungs. 
This should allow you to pull the lungs , 
and heart from the chest cavity. Save 
heart. Drain excess blood from the body 
cavity by turning the body belly down or 
hanging animal head down. Prop the 
body cavity open with a stick to allow 
better air circulation and faster cooling.

A clean cloth may be useful to clean 
your hands. If you puncture the entrails 
with a bullet or your knife, wipe the body 
cavity as clean as possible or flush with 
water and dry with a cloth. Don't use ‘ 
water to wash out the body cavity unless 
the paunch or intestines are badly shot up.

Part of the satisfaction of the hunt 
comes with making a clean kill and in 
doing a neat Job of field dressing your, 
animal. Veteran hunters may have varia­
tions in the steps of field dressing. The 
important points are to remove the inter­
nal organs immediately after the kill 
without contaminating the body cavity 
with dirt, hair, or contents of the digestive ' 
tract and to drain all excess blood from 
the body cavity.

All parts damaged by gunshot 
should be trimmed away. If the weather is 
warm of if the animal is to be left in the ' 
field for a day or more, it may be skinned, 
except for the head, and washed clean of 
dirt and hair. It should be placed in a 
shroud sack or wrapped with porous cloth 
to cool (cheesecloth is ideal). The cloth c 
covering should be porous enough to 
allow air circulation but firmly woven 
enough to give good protection from 
insects and dirt. Lacking porous cloth, 
hunters often coat the inside of the body 
cavity with black pepper to repel insects. 
Adequate cooling may take six hours or 
more, depending on weather conditions.

WELCOME HUNTERS!

If you have a case of cold feet, come to
OF Sonora Trading Co. 

Merle Norman
for

MOHAIR SOCKS
The Biggest Selection of Mohair in Sonora

Montana Lifestyles
Unique Western Home Decor 

by Montana Silversmiths

Western Christmas Ornaments
o r  Sonora Trading Co. 

fiìERLE noRiTìfln-
C O S M E t I C  S T U D I O S

121 North Hwy. 277 • 387-5507 
Store Hours

Mon. - Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

WHITETAIL
A t Arroyo Grande Ranch, we offer an 

array of exciting Whitefail and Exotic 

Hunting Packages. There are numerous 

pre-planned hunts or we will be happy to 

help you plan a hunt customized for your 
particular wishes.

%
r>
o

HUNTING

%

For more details, or to schedule your 

hunt, contact Robert Mayer by phone at 

(915) 381-3170 or (915) 650-2061. Our fax 

number is (915) 307-3682, or visit our 

website at www.irroyograidoriich.eoB
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Wild Game Cookin’
Swiss Steak

Use Round Steaks of venison or any game meat
1 to 1 1/2 pounds of Venison Round Steak. .
Sprinkle with Salt and Pepper to taste. Dredge in All Purpose Flour and 

using a meat hammer or the side of a saucer, beat up pretty good to break up 
some of the structure of the meat.

Brown in a hot skillet with oil or bacon grease. Brown both sides well.
Place into a casserole dish large enough for all the steaks.
Mix the following ingredients together and pour over the prepared steaks 

in the dish.
1 can Onion Soup made with Beef Stock
1 can water
1/3 Cup All Purpose Flour
1/4 Cup Worcestershire Sauce
1/4 Cup Mustard of Choice
(if this does not cover the meat, add just enough water to cover the meat)
Top this with the slices of one medium Onion.
Place the cover on the dish and bake for 4 hours at a temperature not to 

exceed 250 degrees F.
♦Note* - You will find when this dish is done, there is a nice rich Gravy 

already prepared along with the Swiss Steaks to go on some Potato Dish.
This will become a favorite in your household. No one can eat this and 

know they have eaten Venison or any wild meat. It is very,very good.

Turkey Enchiladas
Ingredients for Sauce:
3 tablespoons olive oil, 3 tablespoons flour, 2-1/2 cups water, salt to taste 
The Rest:
2 cups shredded turkey, cooked, I cup shredded Cheddar cheese, 2 table­

spoons olive oil, 1/4 cup onion, diced, 4 oz. black olives, chopped

Heat 3 tablespoons olive oil in a saucepan, add flour, stirring constantly until 
brown. Add water and chili powder, stir to mix. Add garlic powder and salt, stir. 
When sauce begins to boil, reduce heat and simmer, covered for 10 minutes.

In a fry pan, heat 2 tablespoons olive oil. Plate one tortilla at a time into oil 
until soft. Place portion of meat on tortilla shell, spread some sauce over the meat, 
roll up, and place in a baking dish. Pour any remaining sauce over the top of the 
finished tortillas. Evenly spread onion, olives, and cheese over the top of the tor­
tillas. Place baking dish in a pre-heated oven at 350 degrees until cheese is melt­
ed. Serve!

Quail Dumplings
Ingredients:
10-12 dove or quail breasts
1/4 cup of vegetable oil
Salt, pepper and onion to

taste
2 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup shortening
2 eggs, beaten
1/4 cup of milk
2 cubes chicken boullion

Rinse quail or dove well; pat 
dry. Brown in skillet with oil; 
drain. Place the dove in a stock- 
pot and barely cover with water. 
Add salt, pepper, and onion. 
Simmer, covered, until meat is 
tender.

Combine flour and salt in a 
mixing bowl. Add in shortening, 
mixing until crumbly. Stir in 
eggs and enough milk to form a 
soft dough. Roll the dough out 
on a floured surface to about 1/8 
in thickness. Cut into 2-inch 
squares.

Remove dove from stock- 
pot. Add chicken boullion to the 
stock and bring to a boil. Drop in 
dumplings one at a time. Cook 
for about 20 minutes or until ten­
der. Return dove to stockpot and 
simmer covered for about 5 min­
utes.

Mexican Torte
1 lb. lean ground venison or substitute 
1 pkg. (2.5 oz.) taco seasoning mix
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen chopped spinach, defrosted and well drained! 

cup cottage cheese, drained 
1 cup chopped onions 
Ipkg. (16 oz.) hot roll mix 
1 egg beaten with 1 teaspoon water
Heat oven to 350 F. Lightly grease bottom and sides of 8 inch spring- 

form pan. Set aside. In 10 inch nonstick skillet, combine ground venison 
and onions. Cook over medium heat for 6 to 8 minutes, or until meat is no 
longer pink, stirring occasionally. Drain. Stir in seasoning mix. Cook for 
2 minutes,stirring frequently. Remove from heat. Set aside. In small mix­
ing bowl, combine spinach and cottage cheese. Set aside. Prepare hot roll 
mix as directed on package. Divide dough in half. On lightly floured sur­
face, roll half of dough into 12 inch circle. Fit circle into orepared pan, 
pressing dough over bottom and up sides of pan. Spoon in meat mixture 
evenly into dough lined pan. Top evenly with spinach mixture. On lightly 
floured surface, roll remaining dough into 9 inch circle. Place over 
spinach mixture, tucking edges of dough down around inside of pan. Cut 
several 1 inch slits in top to vent. Brush top of torte with egg mixture. 
Bake for 45 to 50 minutes, or until deep golden brown. Let torte stand for 
10 minutes before removing side of pan. Serve in wedges.

Venison Casserole
1 Pound Ground Venison
1 Large Onion, Diced
1 tablespoon Oil or Shortening
1 Clove Garlic, Crushed
1 (4-1/2) Ounce Jar Sliced Mushrooms
2 teaspoons Soy Sauce Salt, 1/4 teaspoon Pepper
Toppings:
4 cups of creamed potatoes

(cooked and mashed ahead of time).
12 oz. Extra Sharp Cheese (grated)
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Brown the venison, onion, and garlic in 

oil. Add the mushrooms, soy sauce, salt, and pepper. Simmer until the 
mushrooms are heated through. Transfer the mixture to a deep casserole 
dish, then add a layer of cheese. Spread the top with creamed potatoes, 
and top with the rest of the cheese. Bake for about 30 minutes, letting the 
cheese brown just a little. It's great served on top of toast or garlic bread.

Ft. McKavett Ranch
RO. Box 1150 • Sonora, Texas 76950

Guided Hunts
Package Whitetail Hunts

Exotic Hunting, Year-Round • Spring Turkey Hunts

Terry Owen
512-965-6258 • 915-387-3108  

Toll Free: 877-747-3008

www.texashunt.com or cjc@sonoratx.net

L oca l G am e W arden  
A d v ises W hat to L ook  
For T his Year
by Rodney Knight, Sutton 
County Game Warden

Until the last couple of 
weeks, when it started raining, 
things were starting to look pret­
ty bad. On the ranches that fed 
all year, the deer were still in 
pretty good shape; now all the 
deer should really start putting 
on some weight. In my rounds 
and from what I’ve been told, 
there are a lot o f small bucks 
this year. However, I’ve seen 
several real nice bucks and have 
had some reports of a couple of 
real “Whoppers” !

The main changes for this 
deer season are the 5 deer bag 
limit, no more than 2 bucks, and 
the late antlerless and spike sea­
son - Jan. 8-21. Remember it is 
up to the landowner on how 
many deer a hunter can take, 
and whether or riot the hunters 
can hunt in the late season. 
Violation of the landowner’s 
consent law, where it pertains to 
White-tailed deer, is a Parks and 
Wildlife Code State jail felony.

The turkey outlook for this 
season is real good. There are 
plenty of gobblers left from the 
last two years hatches. We did 
not raise any turkeys this year, 
maybe a 5% hatch. A lot of the 
turkeys have left their normal 
range, in search of food, but

with recent rains they will start 
moving back.

The bag limit is still 4 per 
license year, with landowners 
consent. Violation of this law 
when pertaining to turkeys is a 
Class A misdemeanor.

Also, remember that anyone 
bom after September 2, 1971 
must have completed a valid 
Hunter’s Education Course. You 
are required to carry your 
Hunter’s Education Card with 
you while hunting.

"The overall season looks to 
be a good one, since there have 
been some recent rains. 
Everyone needs to make sure 
that they comply with the game 
laws and hunt safely. We have 
been very fortunate in the last 
few years in the number of hunt­
ing accidents that have occurred. 
Hunter Education is the main 
reason for this.

If you have any questions, 
please call me at 915-387-3068 
or 915-387-5159.

Let’s make my last hunt­
ing season a fun and safe one!!

Muin Street Reulty
'Stwiy iitatt 'Httis ’

Ranch • Residential • Commercial 
Anita Batch Hudson, Broker / Owner realtor* 

Scott J. Jacoby, Broker • Laurie D. Smith, Agent 
w w w .m ainstrea lty .net • m a in s tr@ so n o ra tx .n e t 

215 East Main » Sonora, Texas 76950 * 915-387-6115 • Fax 915-387-2402

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Ranch Listings
14,361 •+/- acres Val Verde County • $150 acre 
2867 +/- acres 38 miles SW Sonora RR189 • $275/acre 
145.66 acres in Schleicher County • $135,000 
Sonora Stockpens (8.4 acres) • $205,000

Be watching for several New Listings to Come!
Call for Details

1-888-613-3496 or 915-387-6115 
or check our website 

www.mainstreetreaity.net

Anita B. Hudson - Owner/Broker 
Scott J. Jacoby - Broker

Texas Game Wardens Top 10 
Check List for Hunters

AUSTIN, Texas — In that last-minute scramble around the house prior to heading out to hunting camp 
this fall, or during that pre-dawn rush to get in the woods, or even on the way back home after a successful 
hunt, it's easy to forget something.

To help ensure hunters don't end up pleading memory lapse in the face of a possible citation for a game 
law violation, Texas game wardens offer the following Top 10 "Don't Forget" list.

Don't forget to:
1. Review the Outdoor Annual and check for open season dates and bag limits for the county you are 

hunting.
2. Check for legal means and methods in the county you are hunting.
3. Carry your current hunting license.
4. Clearly identify your target before pulling the trigger.
5. Carry a sharp knife; cut out the date (month and day) of kill on deer and turkey tags and immediate­

ly after kill, attach appropriate tag to the deer or turkey.
6. Carry a ball-point pen; fill out ranch and county name on back of deer and turkey tags.
7. Carry your hunter safety certification card, if applicable, with you in the field.
8. Carry a state driver's license or state personal identification certificate, if you are 17 years of age or 

older.
. 9. Fill out a Wildlife Resource Document to accompany any part of a deer or turkey that you give to 

someone else.
10. Keep all game animals and game birds in an edible condition.

I

This will be the last hunting season for Rodney Knight to serve as Sutton 
County Game Warden. He has served Sutton County well and will be great­
ly missed! Thank You Rodney!!!

W elcom e
H u n te rs!

M r .  D ’s  L i q u o r  &  B e e r
216Hwy277N.

387-3351

http://www.texashunt.com
mailto:cjc@sonoratx.net
http://www.mainstrealty.net
mailto:mainstr@sonoratx.net
http://www.mainstreetreaity.net
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TPWD Deer Population Surveys For Sutton County
Wildlife personnel with the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department recently completed 
annual deer population surveys 
here in Sutton County. The survey 
lines, located throughout the coun­
ty, yielded an estimate of 84 deer 
to every 1,000 acres of deer habi­
tat or about 77,017 deer county­
wide. Composition of the overall 
deer herd in Sutton County is at 
2.53 does per buck with a decent 
fawn segment of 48 fawns per 100 
does. In relation to percentages 
that gives Sutton County a compo­
sition of 21% bucks, 54% does, 
and 25% fawns.

This year in Sutton County 
the standard gun deer season 
opens on Saturday, November 4, 
and runs through Sunday, January 
7, 2001. Sutton County will also 
participate in the special, late, 2- 
week antlerless and spike season 
(no fork-antlered bucks allowed 
during the special late season) that 
will open Monday, January 8, and 
run through Sunday, January 21, 
2001. This late riñe season 
replaces the previously listed muz- 
zleloader season; however, muz- 
zleloaders may be used during any 
of the other regular firearm sea­
sons. The bag limit for Sutton 
County has also changed this year. 
The bag limit for Sutton County 
regarding white-tailed deer will be

5 deer, no more than 2 bucks in 
the bag. Doe permits or special 
doe tags will not be issued nor 
required to harvest antlerless deer 
here in the Edwards Plateau dur­
ing regular seasons. Hunters will 
need only the appropriate tag off 
of their hunting license, or a 
Bonus Tag where applicable, and 
landowner permission to bag doe 
or antlerless deer in Sutton and the 
other .'either-sex' counties this 
year.

After reviewing the results of 
the recent white-tailed deer popu­
lation surveys, local wildlife per­
sonnel are recommending that 
Sutton County landowners harvest 
deer according to the following 
recommendations;

For those properties located 
in Sutton County - the recom­
mended harvest rate on bucks is 1 
buck per 350 acres and the recom­
mended harvest rate on does is 1 
doe per 75-100 acres.

[These recommended rates 
may not be suitable for all proper­
ties located in Sutton County. 
Some areas may need to vary their 
harvest rates from this recommen­
dation according to those local­
ized deer populations and how 
they have survived and proliferat­
ed (or not) according to the range 
conditions due to this current 
drought.].

These recommended rates 
result from the need to better bal­
ance the sex ratio observed in the 
herd and from a desire to produce 
a healthier deer population that is 
properly matched to the existing 
supply of deer foods in the county. 
These harvest rates are based on 
compartment averages derived 
from survey lines located in this 
and several other surrounding 
counties. Therefore, the recom­
mended rates may not be com­
pletely suitable for each individual 
ranch in the county. In general, if 
your acreage shows signs of over­
population (a lack of brush and 
weeds available at and just above 
ground level, less than optimal 
deer weights and poor quality 
buck antler development within 
each age class, low fawn survival, 
etc.), then you probably need to 
harvest your deer population at a 
higher rate and/or reduce livestock 
grazing pressure by reducing the 
number of or rotating your stock. 
On the other hand, if you have 
good deer habitat and an adequate 
supply of quality deer foods avail­
able, but seem to be short of deer 
numbers, then possibly you should 
harvest at a lighter rate than that 
recommended for the county.

Landowners interested in 
closely managing their local deer 
herd need to conduct their own on­

site fall population surveys, with 
resulting harvest recommenda­
tions that meet their specific man­
agement objectives. Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department wildlife 
personnel are available to assist 
with more specific wildlife man­
agement recommendations for

individual tracts of land. Please 
contact Game Biologist Mary 
Humphrey in Sonora at 387-5539 
for more information on wildlife 
concerns in Sutton, Crockett, or 
Schleicher counties.

Choice weekend deer and turkey hunting 
Spring turkey hunting near Sonora. 

Live-oak, cedar, canyon country. 
Private pasture, camping with water and 
electricity. Game management program. 

Wildlife fed year round.

Garland and Joyce Young
„  P.O. Box 805

Ozona,Texas 76943 
Phone: (915) 392-3382  
Mobile: (915) 226-2185  

During season: (915) 392-5641

Harry Fisher was the winner of the Sonora Deer Processing “Big 
Buck” contest. Fisher killed this hig one on the McPherson 
Ranch.

Broncho Ford
115 N. Concho Ave. 

Sonora, Texas 76950

387-2549
Welcome to

I-10 Auto Ranch
1304 Golf Course Rd. 
Sonora, Texas 76950

387-2529

^  V l/o v r i i i  Q tir l A n r iQ  I V f i in n  R a q I T T c fa fa  ►vWayne and Anna Munn Real Estate
^ Wayne Munn, Broker

207 E. 3rd • P.O. Box 702 • Sonora, Texas 76950 
915-387-2171 • Fax; 915-387-2191 

Email: hmunn@sonoratx.net 
w ebsite: w w w .w eselltexas.net 

Anna Munn, Realtor • 387-2171 
Broker/Agent______ Don McMeans, Realtor« 387-9315______

•647 acres close to Eagle Pass, Texas with two homes, 
barns, fields, Rio Grande River frontage, exceiient 
hunting.

•541.9 acres ciose to McCamey, Texas with a large tw o -  
story home, good mule deer hunting. Priced to seil!

•829 acres close to Coyanosa, Texas. Two bedroom  
home, cross fenced pastures. Only $165 per acre.

•Hunting properties w ithout homes; 99 acres ciose to 
Winters, Texas; 143 acres close to  Robert Lee, Texas; 532 
acres close to Robert Lee, Texas; 640 acres close to 
Girvin, Texas, with pens.

See these properties on our website www.weselltexas.net
Ranch •  Residential •  Commercial

____  [(mTalking)))]]))]
TaJ }ng H ou»n Juat Sail FMster

REALTOR*

Bucks Look For Bucks
By Thompson Temple

Deer have better vision than most people. They will spot a new deer 
coming far sooner than I will! After one or two deer have appeared at my 
stand, then I will watch those deer most of the time. Any new deer coming 
into view will be looked over by the deer I am watching. If I watch the 
existing deer, then they will spot new deer for me. Whereever they look I 
look.

In fact most deer will hear or smell new deer before they see them. I 
certainly do not hear or smell as well as deer do. Those ears are nearly as 
big as the old fashioned hearing aids. Do you remember the megaphone 
held up to the ear to help granny hear?

I am a hunting guide. One time I guided a husband and wife for deer. 
It was Henry and Rose. Over a three day period. Rose saw every deer first! 
Whether we were sitting or driving. Rose would say "There is a buck." We 
would have to say "Where?" She would instruct us to look behind the tree 
at 100 yards. There would be a tip of an antler sticking out. She is a real 
help-mate. I asked Henry to let me have his wife's telephone number. Just 
in case something happened to Henry, then Rose could have a good new 
home. A deer hunter like myself has to have his priorities in line - you know. 
I am just kidding.

Look at the far right side of the photo with this article. Do you see 
the buck's antler? There is one antler just barely making the photo. Did you 
see it before I pointed it out to you? I guarantee you that Rose would have 
seen it!

srfs-,-:

'  ̂ ’ ’S'.,
i - v i t ó  X  ■

Hunters should know....
Co-op facilities are never in season !

Hunting season is a much anticipated time for 
many Texans - but often a dreaded time for 

an electric co-op lineman. Each 
year brings with it an increase in vandalism of 

electric facilities. Whether by accident or intent, 
insulators, poles, transformers, power lines, meters, 

and other hardware often become targets for hunters. 
Not only is the damage expensive to repair, it can 
also create an extremely dangerous condition. A 
damaged insulator can cause a power line to fall 

causing substantial risk for the linemen 
who must work to repair the damage.

And the danger doesn’t stop there. Loss of service to 
a home with life-support equipment can quickly 
create a life threatening situation. An outage can 
also affect traffic signals and security lighting. 

Southwest Texas Electric Cooperative wants this 
hunting season to be a good one for you and your 

Co-op. So, please take careful aim before you shoot 
and be certain that there is nothing between you 

and your target this season!
O

Southw est Texas Electric Cooperative
P.O. D raw er 677 • (915) 853-2544 • E ldorado, Texas

These two bucks have spotted a new deer coming to the stand.

3-M Oil & Lube
Welcomes all Hunters 

to Sutton County!

StandarcJ Oil Change - $25.75
Includes checking all fluid levels, 

washing your windshield and vacuuming.

Monday -  Wednesday -  Friday 
8:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.

Tuesday and Thursday 
8:00 a.m. -  6:00 p.m.

405 S. C rock ett • 387-5040

mailto:hmunn@sonoratx.net
http://www.weselltexas.net
http://www.weselltexas.net
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General Fishing Rules for Fresh and Salt Waters
For purposes of this guide, salt 

waters and coastal waters mean the 
same thing.

The limits and restrictions in 
this guide apply to aquatic life 
caught in'the public waters of Texas 
out to nine nautical miles in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and also apply to 
aquatic life caught between 9 and 
200 nautical miles in the Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) and landed 
in this state. (Federal Law also reg­
ulates species between 9 and 2(X) 
nautical miles managed under a 
Federal Fishery Management Plan.)

Aquatic life, except threat­
ened and endangered species, not 
addressed in this guide may be 
taken only with the devices defined 
as lawful for taking fish, crabs, oys­
ters or shrimp in places and at times 
as provided in this guide.

Note: Portions of the Rio 
Grande River adjacent to the Black 
Gap Wildlife Management Area are 
designated as a "Wild and Scenic 
River." Special federal rules apply 
to fishing, boating, and other uses ii  ̂
these areas. For more information 
concerning these rules and bound­
aries, call the Big Bend National 
Park at 915-477-2251.

It is unlawful to:
* leave edible fish or bait fish 

taken from the public waters of the 
state to die without the intent to 
retain the fish for consumption or 
bait.

* take or attempt to take, or 
possess fish within a protected

length limit, in greater numbers, by 
other means, or at any time or 
place, other than as indicated in this 
guide.

* while fishing on or in public 
waters to have in possession fish in 
excess of the daily bag limit or fish 
within a protected length limir as 
established for those waters.

* use game fish or any part 
thereof as bait.

* possess a finfish of any 
species, except broadbill swordfish, 
shark or king mackerel, taken from 
public water that has the head or tail 
removed until such person finally 
lands the catch on the mainland, a 
peninsula, or barrier island not 
including jetties or piers and does 
not transport the catch by boat.

* release into the public waters 
of this state a fish with a device or 
substance implanted or attached 
that is designed, constructed or 
adapted to produce an audible, 
visual or electronic signal used to 
monitor, track, follow or in any 
manner aid in the location of the 
released fish.

* fail to immediately remove 
the intestines from tilapia, grass 
carp or any other fish listed as 
harmful or potentially harmful 
except on those waters where a 
valid Triploid Grass Carp Permit is 
in effect. In those waters, it is illegal 
to possess grass carp. Any grass 
carp caught must be immediately 
returned to the water unharmed. For 
a list of waters with a Triploid

Grass Carp Permit, please call 
Texas Parks and Wildlife at 1-800- 
792-1112 (menu 4) or 1-512-389- 
4594.

* take, kill or disturb sea tur­
tles, sea turtle eggs, or any endan­
gered or threatened species (like 
paddlefish, shovel-nosed sturgeon 
arid others).

take or kill porpoises, dol­
phins (mammals) or whales.

* leave unattended for any 
period of time or anchor a barge, 
boat, or fishing platform in the 
Trinity River below Livingston 
Dam in an area 1,000 feet from the 
dam to a point 1,500 feet dowri- 
stream from the dam:

—for more than 10 hours in a 
24-hour period without moving 100 
feet or more during that time, or

—for five or more consecutive 
days, whether or not it has been 
moved.

* anchor or moor a vessel, 
barge, or structure for a period 
exceeding two consecutive days 
within the area in Cedar Bayou 
between a department sign erected 
where Mesquite Bay flows into 
Cedar Bayou and the department 
sign erected near the point where 
they pass empties into the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Restricted State Scientific 
Areas

It is a violation to:
* operate any motorized vessel 

within the boundaries of the Nine- 
Mile Hole State Scientific Area

except in the event of an emergency 
which threatens human health and 
safety and which necessitates imme­
diate entrance to or an exit from the 
area; by electric trolling motors; 
within ingress and egress oanes 
marked by the department; for law 
enforcement activities; or as provid­
ed in Parks and Wildlife Code 
§81.504. These restrictions are vol­
untary in the Redfish Bay State

Scientific Area.
* move, remove, deface, alter, 

or destroy any sign, depth marker 
or other informational signage 
placed by the department within, or 
to delinéate boundaries, of the 
Nine-Mile Hole State Scientific 
Area or the Redfish Bay State 
Scientific Area.

Hunting Sutton County 2000-2001

How to Attach A Fish Tag

Immediately upon retaining a fish:
1. Remove tag from license and use entire tag.
2. Fill in ALL information spaces on front of tag.
3. Cut out day and month.
4. Attach tag with a string or wire to the narrowest part of 

the tail, just ahead of the tail fin (as pictured above).

r~ T—T—T—I—I—Ti=T= I—I—T—I~ I~I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I«»I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I"»l—I—I—I—I—I—I—1— 1— I—I—
ilii

Whitehead Ranch
20,000 acres - Sutton, Val Verde and Edwards counties. 

Excellent wildlife habitat, no competition from goats 
and sheep. Hunters actively participate with landowner 

in professionally advised management plan which 
produces abundant high quality game and an exciting 

number of trophy bucks, (see photo)
Water & electricity available. Can accommodate parties 

of 4 to 9 hunters or larger company leases.
Call for more inform ation 915/387-2983

W.L. “Bud” Whitehead
P.O.Box 677

Sonora, Texas 76950 
(915)387-2983

I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— i-»i— I— r— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— I— i— i— i— I— I— 1— I— I— 1— I— 1— 1".

by Mary Humphrey, Game 
Biologist

Rain, blessed rain, cooler tem­
peratures, and cloudy days sure 
have perked up range and wildlife 
situations (not to mention human 
attitudes) here in the western 
Edwards Plateau. October has 
finally come through with some of 
our normal annual rainfall and is 
starting us out with better-than- 
anticipated winter conditions than 
what we could only desperately 
pray for during this past summer. 
These rains will be a little late to 
help out the poor to spotty acorn 
crop, but they should boost some 
cool season grass and forb produc­
tion, augment ever-green browse 
production and sustenance through 
the winter, help bring on develop­
ment of supplemental winter 
wheat/rye food plots, and more 
importantly, begin enhancement of 
ground moisture levels for spring 
of 2001. Sounds great, should hap­
pen, but we're not out of this 
drought yet. A lot of our situation 
depends on what kind of weather 
we have this winter.

Since late 1999, when the 
worst parts of this drought started, 
ground moisture levels have been 
poor to nearly non-existent in some 
areas of the western Plateau. The 
Sutton County Underground Water 
District and KHOS radio station 
reports receiving between 9 and 14 
inches for the year 2000 including 
some generous late October rains. 
Our only big spring and summer 
rains fell in May, June, and July 
and totaled up to 4.98 inches for all 
three months. Some areas experi­
enced upwards of 2 inches in 
September, and then the blessed 4 
inches and more that fell in mid-to- 
late October. Other monthly rain­
fall totals were generally less than 
half-inchers if any at all, and what 
little moisture did fall did not stay 
in the ground for long as hot, dry 
winds followed closely behind to 
suck up any moisture that might try 
to remain. Many shallow-rooted 
plant species of all varieties have 
succumbed to the'drought and dry 
ground conditions. It's decidedly 
good to observe dead and dying 
cedar, but that truly reveals the

starkness of this drought situation.

Animal conditions have faired 
poorly in some respects and areas 
but have thrived reasonably well in 
other respects and areas. Some 
areas have sustained deer die-offs 
this summer. Some ranchers have 
de-stocked and therefore have had 
more forage available for native 
species of animals. Most everyone 
with some sort of feeding system 
has maintained feeders throughout 
the summer in hopes of preventing a 
deer die-off. Plant vigor and plant 
protein levels will usually increase 
during drought situations, and 
therefore browse-eating animals 
have done relatively well in areas 
with decent brush diversity. [Dead 
deer reports have come in during 
the summer from areas where there 
is minimal brush diversity and/or 
already overpopulated ranges.] In a 
surprising number of cases body 
conditions have faired relatively 
well in spite of the seemingly poor 
range conditions. There have even 
been quite a few mature, trophy- 
type bucks observed with quality 
antler conditions rivaling last years' 
production. Now that land and 
resource uses are changing from an 
agricultural base to a wildlife base, 
brush support and maintenance 
should be re-evaluated on properties 
in order to enhance diversity and 
availability for wildlife species. 
What once was considered thorny 
scrub and difficult to round up live­
stock is probably what has 
improved living conditions for 
wildlife species during this pro­
longed drought.

According to recent population 
surveys in some places, animal 
numbers seem to have decreased 
somewhat from last year; in other 
places, animal numbers seem to 
have increased or at least remained 
stable compared to the last several 
years. Recent white-tailed deer sur­
veys in Sutton County show a coun­
ty-wide density of 11.9 acres per 
deer with a buck:doe ratio of 1:2.53 
and a decent fawn crop of 0.47 
fawns per doe. Surveys conducted 
in late August and early September 
showed low fawn numbers (mini­

mal fawn movement taking place 
due to late births and/or high heat 
indexes), but surveys conducted 
later into early fall (after cooler 
temperatures reached the area with 
some scattered showers) have 
revealed a better fawn crop than 
first anticipated. It remains to be 
seen how the fawns will survive 
through the winter. Quite a few 
dead young animals have been 
reported - most likely due to being 
weaned and not having any nutri­
tious ground plants available.

The verdict is still out as to 
what will happen with the rut this 
year. It was observed as early as 
September 1999 (already in 
droughty conditions) and again in 
September 2000 (in desperate 
drought situations) that some bucks 
were definitely running with and 
harassing some does as in a pre-rut 
state. Rut is not in full swing until 
the does come into estrus, and with 
the wide-spread fawn crop that was 
delivered this summer it could be 
another long drawn out situation 
this year. However, with the cooler 
temperatures and recent rains 
encountered in Sutton County and 
the slight green-up being expieri- 
enced coupled with loss of some 
fawns - if the does can quickly 
improve body conditions then the 
rut may be a fast and furious thing 
this season. Don't forget to pack the 
spare rattling antlers and give it a 
try early on this hunting season for 
a really neat experience.

As the drought would predict 
the turkey situation in Sutton 
County is about average. Turkey 
hen/poult surveys for the Edwards 
Plateau showed a very low percent­
age of poults being produced this 
summer - mostly due to dry condi­
tions throughout the area. 
Reproduction levels dropped from a 
relatively high level of 1.97 poults 
per hen in 1999 to 0.19 poults per 
hen for the year 2000 where 6 per­
cent of the hens in the population 
were found with poults as compared 
to 44% in 1999. Observed males in 
the population has decreased slight­
ly from 0.65 gobblers per hen in 
1999 to 0.44 gobblers per hen this 
year. Luckily Sutton County has a

relatively stable population that 1 
poor production year in the past 4 
years won't hurt our resident popu­
lation too badly as if we were in 
marginal country that really 
depends on young of the year to 
maintain high/moderate levels of 
birds. Bobwhite quail numbers are 
low this year but Scaled quail num­
bers seem to be stable with some 
decent reproduction in areas where 
there have been historic numbers of 
birds in the past.

In closing:
* By the time this edition hits 

the newsstands, the special, early 
youth-only season for youngsters to 
hunt white-tailed deer, Rio Grande 
turkey, quail and waterfowl in 
October, before the general hunting 
season - will be over for this year. 
It is designed for youths ages 16- 
and-under and accompanied by a 
supervising adult as incentive for 
adults to share the hunting experi­
ence with the next generation of 
hunters. It is set every year on the 
last weekend of October before the 
general hunting season opens. 
Make plans for future youth-only 
weekends and pass along our great 
hunting traditions. For more web 
information, visit

www.tpwd.state.tx.us
* This year Sutton County has a 

longer season and a bigger bag limit 
if landowners should choose to uti­
lize them. Determine landowner 
permission and cooperation before

taking advantage of the new liber­
alism. The standard gun deer sea­
son opens on Saturday, November 
4 and runs through Sunday, 
January 7, 2001. The late, 2-week 
antlerless and spike season runs 
from Monday, January 8, 2001 
through Sunday, January 21, 2001. 
If your ranch is in a management 
scheme to increase the number of 
quality-type bucks residing on the 
acreage - be cautious of your target 
during the late antlerless/spike sea­
son. If this drought persists and 
bucks shed their antlers early, there 
is the likelihood of harvesting a 
quality buck that is difficult to 
determine if he has already lost his 
antlers. Be sure to check out its 
body size and facial characteris­
tics.

* The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department is still host­
ing the Texas Big Game Awards 
Program for youth entries, first big 
game harvest entries and scored 
entries on white-tailed deer, mule 
deer and pronghorn antelope. For 
official scoring or more informa­
tion about our game species in 
Sutton County, please contact 
TPWD Game Biologist Mary 
Humphrey in Sonora at 387-5539.

Dairy Queen W elcom es Hunters  
to  Sutton County

Show your hunting license 
and receive a 10% discount 

on your order.

134 Hwy. 277 N • 387-2118

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us
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SONORA, TÎEXAS Astronomicaï Applications Depit.
Location: WlOO 38, N30 34 Rise and Set for the Sun for 2000

U. S. Naval Observatory 
Washington, DC 20392-5420 

Central Standard Time

i Jan. 
IDay Rise Set 
: h m h m
jOl 0740 1752 
■:02 0740 1753
103 0740 1754
104 0740 1755
105 0740 1755
106 0741 1756
107 0741 1757
108 0741 1758
109 0741 1758
110 0741 1759
111 0741 1800
112 0741 1801 
|13 0741 1802 
:14 0741 1803 
jl5 0740 1804
116 0740 1804
117 0740 1805
118 0740 1806
119 0740 1807 
|20 0739 1808 
Ì21 0739 1809 
122 0739 1810 
Î23 0738 1811 
|24 0738 1811 
:25 0738 1812 
126 0737 1813 
:27 0737 1814
128 0736 1815
129 0736 1816 
Î30 0735 1817 
=31 0735 1818

Feb.
Rise Set 
h m h m 

0734 1818 
0733 1819

Mar.
Rise Set 
h m h m 

0708 1842 
0707 1842

0733 1820 0706 1843 
0732 1821 0705 1844

May 
Rise Set 
h m h m 
0558 1921 
0558 1922 
0557 1922 
0556 1923

0732 1822 
0731 1823 
0730 1824 
0729 1824 
0729 1825 
0728 1826 
0727 1827 
0726 1828

0724 1830 
0723 1831 
0722 1832 
0721 1833 
0720 1833

0704 1844 
0703 1845 
0702 1846 
0700 1846 
0659 1847 
0658 1848 
0657 1849 
0656 1849 

0725 1829 0654 1850 0617 1909 
0724 1829 0653 1850 0616 1910 

0652 1851 0615 1911 
0651 1852 0614 1911 
06501852 0612 1912 
0648 1853 0611 1913 
0647 1854 0610 1913 

0719 1834 0646 1854 0609 1914 
0718 1835 0645 1855 0608 1915 
0717 1836 0643 1856 0607 1915 
0716 1836 0642 1856 0606 1916 
0715 1837 0641 1857 0605 1916 

0640 1857 0604 1917 
0638 1858 0603 1918 
0637 1859 0602 1918 
0636 1859 0601 1919

Apr.
Rise Set 
h m h m 
0631 1902 
0630 1902 
0629 1903 
0628 1904 
0626 1904 
0625 1905 
0624 1906 
0623 1906 
0622 1907 0552 1926 
0620 1907 0551 1927 
0619 1908 
0618 1909

June July 
Rise Set Rise Set 
h m h m  h m h m  
0541 1941 0544 1949 
0540 1941 0544 1949 
0540 1942 0545 1949 
0540 1942 0545 1949 

0555 1924 0540 1943 0546 1949 
0554 1924 0540 1943 0546 1949 
0553 1925 0540 1944 0547 1948 
0553 1926 0540 1944 0547 1948 

0540 1944 0548 1948 
0540 1945 

0550 1928 0540 1945 
0550 1928 0540 1946 
0549 1929 0540 1946 
0548 1930. 0540 1946 0550 1947 
0548 1930 0540 1947 0551 1946 

0540 1947 
0540 1947 
0540 1948 
0540 1948

0714 1838 
0713 1839 
0712 1839 
0711 1840 
0709 1841

0547 1931 
0547 1932 
0546 1932 
0545 1933 
0545 1934 
0544 1934 
0544 1935 
0544 1935 
0543 1936 
0543 1937 
0542 1937 
.0542 1938 
0542 1938

0548 1948
0549 1948 
0549 1947

0551 1946
0552 1945
0552 1945
0553 1945

Aug. Sept. Oct.
Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set
h m h m  h m h m  h m h m
0601 1936 0619 1905 0636 1827
0601 1936 0620 1904
0602 1935 0620 1902
0603 1934 0621 1901
0603 1933 0622 1900 0639 1822
0604 1932 0622 1859 0639 1821
0605 1932 0623 1858 0640 1820 
0605 1931 0623 1856 0641 1819

0624 1855 0641 1818
0624 1854 0642 1816
0625 1853 0643 1815 
0625 1851

Nov. Dec.
Rise Set Rise Set 
h m h m  h m h m  

0658 1754 0722 1741

0540 1948 0554 1944
0541 1948 0554 1944

0606 1930
0606 1929
0607 1928
0608 1927 

0550 1947 0608 1926 0626 1850
0609 1925 0627 1849
0609 1924
0610 1923
0611 1922
0611 1921
0612 1920 0629 1842
0612 1919 0630 1841
0613 1918
0614 1916
0614 1915
0615 1914
0615 1913
0616 1912
0616 1911
0617 1910
0618 1908

0643 1814
0644 1813
0645 1812

0627 1847 0645 1811
0628 1846 0646 1810
0628 1845 0647 1809
0629 1844 0647 1808

0648 1806
0649 1805

0637 1826
0638 1825 
0638 1824 0700 1752

0701 1751
0702 1751
0702 1750
0703 1749
0704 1749
0705 1748
0706 1747
0707 1747
0707 1746
0708 1746
0709 1745
0710 1745
0711 1744
0712 1744
0712 1744
0713 1743

0541 1948 0555 1943 
0541 1949 0555 1942
0541 1949 0556 1942
0542 1949 0557 1941 
0542 1949 0557 1941
0542 1949 0558 1940
0543 1949 0558 1939 

0635 1900 0600 1920 0541 1939 0543 1949 0559 1939
0634 1901 0559 1920 0541 1940 0543 1949 0600 1938 0618 1907 0636 1828 0656 1756 0722 1741 
0632 1901 0541 1940 0600 1937 0619 1906 0657 1755 0740 1752

0631 1840
0631 1839
0632 1837
0632 1836
0633 1835
0633 1833
0634 1832
0635 1831 
0635 1830

0649 1804 0714 1743
0650 1803 0715 1743
0651 1802
0652 1801
0652 1801
0653 1800
0654 1759
0654 1758
0655 1757

0658 1754 0723 1741
0659 1753 0724 1741

0725 1741
0726 1741
0726 1741
0727 1741
0728 1742
0728 1742
0729 1742
0730 1742
0731 1743
0731 1743
0732 1743
0732 1743
0733 1744
0734 1744
0734 1745
0735 1745
0735 1746
0736 1746
0736 1747
0737 1747
0737 1748
0738 1748 
0738 1749
0738 1750
0739 1750 
0739 1751

0716 1742
0717 1742
0717 1742
0718 1742
0719 1741
0720 1741
0721 1741

Important
for

Landowners
L a n d o w n e r s  

need to be sure 
they purchase their 
Hunting Lease 
License for this 
year: Anyone leas­
ing their land for 
hunting is required 
to have this 
license. They can 
be purchased at 
any license outlet. 
A copy of the 
license should be 
put on display in 
each camp.

0739 1752

AUTO PARTS
PRAXAIR Welding Supplies Distributor 

Oxygen & Acetylene Bottles • Jumper Cables »Antifreeze • Feeder 
Batteries • Hand Tools • Tire Sealant • Air Tanks • Gas Tanks

NAPA Store Under New Managem ent! 
Ronnie Wipff •  John Ellison

Owners: Espy & Laura Whitehead

MECHANICS ON DUTY
501 Crockett • 387-5167

a .

Hunters Guide • Devil’s River News • November 2, 2000 • Page 19

TEXAS DEER 
HUNTING STATS

Statewide
* White-tailed Deer Population - 4 million.
* Annual Harvest (10-year average) -  426,582
* Deer Hunters (10-year average) — 573,799
* Total Days Spent Deer Hunting -  4,932,280
* Economic Impact from Deer Hunting -  $2.2 billion (Texas 

ranks No. 1 in nation)*

Ecological Region (1999)

* Pineywoods -  Hunters (95,496), Harvest (40,823)
* Gulf Prairies -  Hunters (15,486), Harvest (10,543)
* Post Oak -  Hunters (71,018), Harvest (23,594)
* Blackland Prairies -  Hunters (8,742), Harvest 

(2,122)
* Cross Timbers -  Hunters (71,185), Harvest (45,195)
* South Texas -  Hunters (90,417), Harvest (74,896)
* Edwards Plateau -  Hunters (181,167), Harvest 

(203,086)
* Rolling Plains -  Hunters (33,469), Harvest (18,386)
* High Plains -  Hunters (1,499), Harvest (514)
* Trans Pecos -  Hunters (1,915), Harvest (1,029)

Top Counties (1999)
1. Llano — Hunters (13,321), Harvest (17,165)
2. Gillespie — Hunters (11,989), Harvest (12,665)
3. Mason -  Hunters (11,656), Harvest (14,529)
4. Edwards -  Hunters (10,990), Harvest (11,829)
5. Kerr -  Hunters (10,490), Harvest (10,415)
6. Uvalde -  Hunters (9,575), Harvest (7,907)
7. Kimble -  Hunters (8,575), Harvest (9,257)
8. Webb — Hunters (8,326), Harvest (6,043)
9. Polk — Hunters (8,242), Harvest (3,922)
10. San Saba -  Hunters (7,576), Harvest (8,615)
11. Val Verde -  Hunters (7,493), Harvest (7,393)
12. Brown -  Hunters (7,410), Harvest (7,136)
13. Burnet -  Hunters (7,327), Harvest (8,679)

/ Deer Storage\

\ Ice Propane J

r

606 N. Crockett • Sonora, Texas 76950 
DeVoe Smith - Owner

(915) 387-5840 Bus. 
(915)387-2900 Hm.

(915) 277-2009 Mobile

Two Bucks And Two Doe - A High Ratio!
By Thompson Temple
Why do 1 believe it is good to har­

vest doe? Let's examine the benefits of 
a high buck to doe ratio. When you 
harvest does and balance the deer herd 
to the available vegetation, then every­
body wins!

If you harvest just bucks and no 
doe then before long your pasture will 
be full of does. When this happens it 
can take twenty doe to raise two 
fawns. The other doe have fawns, but 
the fawns die because there are too 
many deer and there is not enough 
food. When August heat arrives, the 
fawns die. Anyway, let's say that one 
fawn is a buck and the other fawn is a 
doe. It took twenty doe to produce one 
new buck.

If you harvest doe, then the 
remaining doe have more food. In this 
situation ten doe can raise six fawns.

A high harvest of doe can result in larger racks for the 
bucks.

Let's say that three fawns are 
bucks and three fawns are doe. 
Guess what? You have three new 
bucks that can be hunted when 
they get older.

Another advantage to a lower 
deer population is that the food is 
better and the buck's antlers grow 
larger. The size of a buck's rack is 
directly related to the quality of 
his food!

As the doe harvest increases, 
then the number of bucks com­
pared to the number of doe goes 
up. The dry weather we have had 
this year really impresses on me 
the need to harvest doe. The deer 
got so skinny this summer. The lit­
tle fawns were dropping like flies. 
It would be great if more hunters 
would use their doe tags.

DOUBLE D RANCHES
• Guided Trophy Whifetail Deer Hunts •

• Semi/Fully Guided Rio Grande Turkey Hunts • 
• Exotics (Guided Hunts) •

Call fo r M ore Information: 
Dean Dermody •  915-387-3209  

Frank Davis •  915-396-2988

Smitty’s
Your locally owned friendly one stop 
where your business is appreciated!

Deer Processing 
by Preston Joy

Sonora Main Street Program
invites you to enjoy some of 
the history of Sonora, Texas.

Ranch Women Exhibit
at the Miers Home Museum - 

built & occupied in 1889 
Open on Weekends

The Sutton County Jail built in 1891
Open on Weekends

Walking Tours 
Self Guided Tours

The Bank Vault Park
Texas Downtown Winner in 1998

The Santa Fe Depot 
Built in 1930 

Open on Weekends
For More Information call

Sonora Main Street Program 915-387-2248
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Recent Rains from page 17.
means body weights should contin­
ue to improve. Hunters might con­
centrate on watering holes, though, 
since recent rains did not produce 
much run-off."

Herrera noted that fawn produc­
tion this year has run the gamut from 
a low of 10 percent to no higher than 
50 percent. South Texas will some­
times average 80 percent or higher 
fawn crops in good years. On the 
brighter side, he does expect antler 
growth to be good because of 
extremely wet conditions during the 
spring growing season.

"As always, on better-managed 
ranches where deer population lev­
els are monitored and kept within 
carrying capacity of the habitat, 
body and antler conditions will be 
better," Herrera said'.

Gulf Prairies — The good news 
is that last spring's rains couldn't 
have been timelier, according to 
LaGrange-based biologist Bob 
Carroll. "We had a really good first 
six months of the year. I think we'll 
have above average antler growth 
because of that rainfall from January 
through June," Carroll predicted. 
"Then the faucet got turned off, and 
until recently we hadn't seen a drop 
since the first of July."

A lack of rain has left some of 
Carroll's district in poor condition, 
specifically with the loss of many 
brush species that deer utilize for 
browse. "I haven't seen this diverse a 
loss of plants in my 34 years with 
the department," he said. "We usual­
ly expect it to be dry in July, but we 
haven't gotten any of the tropical

depression rains that come in 
August and September. Combine 
that dry spell with all those 100- 
plus-degree days and it has taken a 
toll on habitat conditions."

The upside may be a new surge 
in plant growth that could be bene­
ficial for wildlife o'ver the long haul 
in areas where understory brush has 
died and left an opening for other 
plant communities. "We got a good, 
long, soaking rain recently and that 
has helped with new forb growth," 
Carroll noted. "But we're going to 
need more if we're going to get back 
to normal."

Edwards Plateau — According 
to the Texas Almanac, Llano 
County boasts a population of about 
12,000, except during deer season 
when that number doubles. That 
trend is replicated in surrounding 
counties as twice as many hunters 
spend their fall pursuing deer in the 
Hill Country than in any other 
region of the state. Not coinciden­
tally, they harvest nearly half the 
total number of deer taken each year 
in Texas. The Hill Country may not 
produce as many trophy bucks as 
other parts of the state, but for shear 
numbers this is deer hunting's 
Mecca.

According to Kerrville-based 
biologist Max Traweek, prospects 
for this fall will likely not be some­
thing to write home about. 
"Everybody is singing the same 
song here," he noted. "Antler quali­
ty is going to be off a little, although 
there are some pockets where we'll 
see decent antler quality. This year's

fawn prop will be down and body 
condition will be less than average."

* One regulation change of note 
this season — the TPW Commission 
opted to increase the bag limit to 
five deer, no more than two bucks, 
and implement a special 14-day late 
season for spike bucks and antler­
less deer in 25 counties in the 
Edwards Plateau. The affected 
counties are listed in the current 
issue of the Outdoor Annual avail­
able free wherever hunting licenses 
are sold.

Post Oak Savannah
According to Tyler-based biologist 
Kevin Herriman, this season will be 
typical. "Obviously the drought 
affected browse plants late in the 
summer to about the same extent as 
last year, but I'm confident the habi­
tat will bounce back," he said. "This 
past spring we had some good rains 
and conditions rebounded from last 
year. It looks like we'll have a fair 
mast crop. I'm seeing some acorns 
on water oaks and willow oaks and 
mast crops on everything else is 
pretty spotty."

One change in regulations of 
note in the Post Oak — hunters may 
use any legal weapon this fall in 
those portions of Henderson County 
where legal means and methods had 
been restricted to shotgun and 
archery-only.

Cross Timbers / Blackland 
Prairies — The north-central part of 
the state has taken the hardest hit 
from the dry, hot summer, according 
to Brownwood-based biologist 
Stephen Jester, who is recommend­

ing antlerless deer harvest in most 
areas to compensate for poor range 
conditions. "The area along 1-35 is 
looking okay, but in the rest of the 
region it will take a lot of rain to get 
us back to where we were before 
the drought," he said. "We just have 
too many deer on the range right 
now. Deer are going to have to be 
moving a lot to find food so hunter 
success ought to be good."

Jester explained that long-term 
changes to the landscape have 
allowed deer to expand their range 
into areas with marginal deer habi­
tat, and during years of extreme 
weather conditions deer have no 
crops and no browse to fall back on, 
and it makes life difficult. "It 
remains to be seen what the winter 
will bring, we'll just have to wait 
and assess things next spring but 
right now it's looking like a below- 
average year."

Trans Pecos/Panhandic —
Although whitetails may be the 
dominant deer in Texas, there are 
opportunities for hunters to pursue 
mule deer. Texas hunters harvest 
about 5,500 muleys each year, 
mostly in far West Texas and into 
the Panhandle, but some have come 
from the northwest reaches of the 
Edwards Plateau as this rough- 
country animal continues to expand 
its range eastward.

The upcoming mule deer sea­
son runs Nov. 18-Dec. 3 in 36 coun­
ties in the Panhandle, Nov. 18-26 in 
seven counties in the southwest 
Panhandle, and Nov. 25-Dec. 10 in 
19 counties in the Trans-Pecos. This

year, TPW has opened a nine-day 
mule deer season in Cochran 
County and extended mule deer sea­
son to nine days in Andrews (West 
of U.S. Highway 385), Bailey, 
Hockley, Lamb, Terry and Yoakum 
counties. Hunters should keep in 
mind that if they intend to hunt 
mule deer this fall, they will need to 
let the person selling them a hunting 
license know that so the mule deer 
tags can be issued. As a cost-saving 
measure, considering Texas mule 
deer hunters make up less than 4 
percent of hunting license buyers, 
issuing mule deer tags was made an 
optional item this year.

As for the hunting prospects, 
Alpine-based biologist Mike 
Hobson noted, "It's just gtJing to be 
a deer hunt in the Trans Pecos, not 
above average in any form or fash­
ion. It looks like whoever got the 
rain will have a better deal." 
Hobson noted that deer numbers are 
down overall this year, but body 
conditions could be improved, 
thanks to recent new growth of win­
ter forbs.

In the Panhandle, Canyon- 
based biologist Danny Swepston 
sees some good signs. "The season 
should be good in the central and 
eastern part of the region. Early 
rains produced an abundance of for­
age and antler development appears 
good in these areas. The western 
half of the Panhandle did not 
receive as much rain, but the ani­
mals are still in fair to good shape."

Hunting Headquarters
G.P.S. (Global Positioning System) 

Binoculars
Gun Scopes ^
Game Bags 

Propane Fuel 
Tarps

Flash Lights 
Mohair Socks 

Gloves 
Deer Com 

Deer Blocks 
Ice

If You 
Need It, 

We Have It!

Hunting & Fishing Licenses 
Ice Chests 

Water Coolers 
Ammo

Knives (Pocket & Hunting)
Gun Cleaning Equipment 

Coffee Thermos
Rechargeable Deer Feeder Batteries 

Walls Insulated Coveralls & Overalls 
Coleman Stoves & Lanterns 

Gun Cases (Hard & Soft-Sided)

Sonora True Value
112 E. 3rd * Sonoro, Texas 76950

387-35^2

Why Don't We Have More Quail?
By Steve Nelle, Biologist, NRCS, San Angelo

Landowners in West Texas often ask why there are not more quail. They can recall in years past 
that there seemed to be more quail and are a bit worried about the apparent decline. In reality, quail 
numbers always have and always will fluctuate. Quail biologists call it the "boom and bust cycle".

It's no secret that West Texas has experienced the worst and most prolonged drought since the 
1950's. Many have even said that the current drought is as bad as or worse than the drought of the 50's. 
Quail don't fare well in drought. Their cover is reduced and their favorite foods, insects and weed seed 
are reduced. Much of the reduced quail population can be attributed to the lack of rain. Quail popula­
tions will rebound once we get back into a more normal rainfall pattern.

However, low rainfall is not totally responsible for low quail numbers. Management of the habi^ 
tat also plays a big role in the abundance of quail. Good habitat management can insure some quail even 
in a poor year and poor habitat management will insure few quail even in a good year.

Good habitat management for quail means leaving a good scattering of low brush across the entire 
landscape and grazing in a manner to leave lots of grass through the winter for spring nesting cover. 
Furthermore, weeds and forbs need to be scattered among and in between the grass clumps and the low 
brush.

Careful brush clearing will help insure an adequate amount of low brush. Low shrubs such as lit- 
tleleaf sumac, lote bush (bluebrush), algerita, catclaw, pricklyash, wolfberry, javelinabush are essential 
for protective cover for quail. Without them, expect few or no quail. These and similar kinds of low 
brush should be left alone when doing brush control.

Quail require large, basketball sized clumps of dry grass for nest concealment. A minumum of 
250 such clumps per acre is needed for good nest cover. This would be an average of one such clump 
every 13 feet across a pasture. Heavy grazing obviously will destroy such nest cover. Even moderate 
grazing will often reduce the number of such large clumps of bunchgrass below what is needed. Light 
grazing with a grazing rotation is the best way to insure a good distribution of nest clumps. With the 
large number of skunks, raccoons, fox, snakes and other predators, quail need to have excellent nest 
cover to allow adequate nest survival.

Quail eat the seeds of weeds and forbs. Pastures that are heavily grazed by sheep will have an 
inadequate amount of such plants. Weeds can be stimulated by disking random strips through pastures. 
Disking of 5 to 10% of a pasture will greatly increase the amount of good quail food such as croton 
(doveweed), buffalobur, spurge, sunflower, panic grass, wild mercury and many others.

Quail populations will always vary due to rainfall or the lack of it, but good quail habitat man­
agement will help take the "bust years" out of the cycle.

For more information, contact Tom Payton, USDA-NRCS at 301 Crockett in Sonora or Steve 
Nelle, USDA-NRCS, San Angelo at 915-944-0147.
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102 N. Main • Sonora, TX 76950 
1 ^  915-387-3861 ^

SONORA
DEER PROCESSING  

AND STORAGE
For all your Deer Processing 

and Storage Needs!

TO ENTER CONTEST AND 
OBTAIN RULES 

CALL OR COME BY!

804 Glasscock
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. • Monday thru Sunday

387-5566
zzzzzm

Charles R. Pajestka, MD
Board Certified Family Practice 

301-A  H udspeth Avenue • 387-6557  
Sonora, Texas 76950

Blue Cross & Blue Shield Participant. 
Medicare & Medicaid Patients Welcome. 

Insurance Filed. 
Knowledgeable, Friendly,

Health Care Professionals.

Have a Safe Hunt!
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Texas Parks & W ildlife Fall Hunting Forecast 2000.
From the Texas Parks & Wildlife

AUSTIN, Texas — Despite 
summer's high temperatures and 
lack of rain, this fall's hunting 
prospects could have plenty in store 
for the avid Texas outdoorsman, 
state wildlife biologists say.

In Texas, hunting injects about 
$3 billion into the state's economy. 
Perhaps equally significant is Texas’ 
hunting heritage. Last year, nearly a 
million hunters took to the field in 
pursuit of an abundance of game 
ranging from squirrel to white­
tailed deer.

Based on recent field census, 
TPW biologists are suggesting the 
following general outlook for the 
upcoming 2000-2001 hunting sea­
sons in Texas.

White-tailed Deer
Statewide — Texas boasts a 

whitetail population in excess of 4 
million animals and most are head­
ing into the fall in good condition. 
Last year, 516,000 Texas hunters 
collectively took 420,000 deer. 
According to TPW Wildlife’ 
Director Gary Graham, timely 
spring rains resulted in range condi­
tions that helped jump-start antler 
development in most areas of the 
state. Biologists are urging hunters 
to harvest antlerless deer early in 
the season in areas with high deer 
densities and below-normal range 
conditions. The outlook for deer is 
above average to excellent, particu­
larly in the Pineywoods, which 
should hold a considerable number 
of mature (3.5-year-old) bucks

thanks to a record fawn crop in 
1997. Hunting should also be above 
average in parts of the Panhandle 
where deer range is suitable and in 
South Texas. Mast crop production 
in the Post Oak and Gulf Prairies 
should help carry deer into the win­
ter in those regions, and early fall 
rains should help provide additional 
forage.

Exceptions — Graham noted 
that the Hill Country is showing 
signs of below-average fawn sur­
vival and average to below-average 
antler quality and body conditions 
due to extended drought. He added 
the Trans Pecos has been impacted 
by the drought for all wildlife 
species, including white-tailed deer.

Mule Deer
Statewide — According to 

Canyon-based TPW biologist 
Danny Swepston, mule deer popula­
tions in the Panhandle should be in 
good to excellent shape heading into 
the fall. "Rains came a little late for 
best antler development, but I would 
still call it good over much of the 
area," he noted. "Mule deer range is 
not continuous in the Panhandle, but 
rainfall is supporting them well 
where they range."

Exceptions — Drought has 
affected fawn production in the 
Trans Pecos, said Alpine-based biol­
ogist Mike Hobson, but where har­
vest pressure has been managed, age 
structure and antler production 
should be typical of past hunts.

Pronghorn Antelope
Statewide — Graham reports

overall antelope numbers are at a 
20-year low, according to TPW esti­
mates; however, older age-class 
bucks (too old to survive) will be 
available in some areas. The ante­
lope population in the Panhandle is 
stable, and an average number of 
permits (400-500) will be issued by 
TPW this fall, with a similar offer­
ing in the Trans Pecos.

Fall Ttirkey
Statewide — Traditionally in 

Texas, fall turkey hunting has been a 
byproduct of deer hunting. Last 
year, according to Jerry Cooke, 
TPW big game and upland ecology 
program director, almost 114,000 
hunters pursued Rio Grande birds in 
Texas, claiming more than 32,000 
turkeys. According to TPW surveys, 
hunting should be best in the eastern 
part of the Panhandle, but hunters 
can expect to find birds in areas 
where suitable habitat is available.

Exceptions — According to 
Kerrville-based biologist Max 
Traweek, the Hill Country is show­
ing signs of below-average poult 
survival. There are adequate num­
bers of mature turkeys in the tradi­
tionally good areas, but birds may 
be hard to find in the marginal areas. 
"It will take several good years of 
production and poult survival to get 
the birds dispersed deep into the 
marginal areas again," he said.

Waterfowl
Statewide — The key to good 

duck and goose hunting is cold 
weather and snow in the north and 
good habitat conditions in Texas,

Wild Game Processing 
I Nicholson Meat Company |

Professional Deer Processing 
We make Jerky, Dried Sausage,

German, Polish, Cajun,
Summer Sausage and Breakfast Style.

“Each deer processed separately.
You get your deer meat only.”

Shipping available 
One hour drive from Sonora.

I  207 Broadw ay • M ertzon, Texas 76941
915-835-2611n̂iuniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiitny

according to migratory game pro­
gram director Vernon Bevill. A near 
record fall flight is expected for 
Texas, and water conditions in the 
Panhandle playas and pot holes and 
stock ponds in East Texas should 
support good waterfowl hunting. 
More rain is needed to produce 
native wetland foods by late 
October and November. White- 
fronted geese that come to the 
Eastern Goose Zone are in great 
shape, as are Canada geese that 
come to the Western Goose Zone, 
so hunters should enjoy a fine sea­
son of dark geese. All-in-all, the 
upcoming waterfowl seasons 
should be above average to excel­
lent.

Exceptions — Last fall, said 
Bevill, the Texas coast was so dry 
that most ducks seemed to move 
farther south by mid to late 
December because of the lack of 
food and water. Conditions along 
the coast are currently worse than 
last year.

Squirrel
Statewide — Hunting this year 

should reflect the abundant acorn 
crops produced last year. The jury is 
still out on this year's acorn crop, 
but hunting should be well above 
average in the Pineywoods. "This 
year's mast crop has a lot of poten­
tial, but if we don't get some rain 
soon, we could lose it," said Jasper- 
based biologist Clayton Wolf.

Exceptions — Most of the Post 
Oak Savannah region received 
below average to poor acorn pro­
duction last year, according to TPW 
biologist Kevin Herriman. "This 
will result in lower squirrel numbers 
this fall where mast production was 
poor. Mast production is always 
spotty throughout the region with

some areas producing abundant 
mast, so there should be local areas 
where squirrels are abundant," he 
explained. "Some preseason scout­
ing will be beneficial this season."

Quail
Statewide — Quail production 

has not been very well distributed 
this year. Deeper, finer-textured 
soils are expected to have had aver­
age to above average production in 
South Texas, according to 
Pleasanton-based biologist Joe 
Herrera. "The prospects for quail, 
look good in spite of no significant 
rainfall in over 40 days," said' 
Herrera. "We're beginning to see a 
lot of coveys on private ranches but 
not so on our roadside quail survey 
lines. Climate and habitat conditions 
were ripe in early and late spring for 
a good hatch this year." Hunting 
conditions in the Panhandle should 
be better than last year. The outlook 
for the remainder of the state will 
depend entirely on how well range 
conditions and cover have been 
maintained locally.

Exceptions — Traweek said 
biologists in the Hill Country are 
seeing below-average chick survival 
and below-average availability of 
birds in those few areas of the 
region that usually support signifi­
cant numbers of quail.

Pheasant
Statewide — Panhandle rains 

should have favored nesting in the 
region and hunts should be slightly 
better than last year, according to 
Swepston.

Exceptions — Poor water avail­
ability along the coast is expected to 
have affected production in that 
region, said Graham, with a corre­
sponding impact on harvest this fall.

Hunter Education
Every hunter (including out-of-state hunters) horn on or after Sept. 2, 1971, must successfully 

complete a Hunter Education Training Course.
If you were born on or after Sept. 2, 1971, and you are:
* age 17 and over, you must successfully complete a hunter education course.

age 12 through 16, you must successfully complete a hunter education course or be accompanied 
by a licensed hunter 17 years of age or older.

* under 12 years of age, you must be accompanied by a person 17 years of age or older licensed to 
hunt in Texas.

Minimum age of certification is 12 years and cost of certification is $10.
Proof of certification is required to be on your person while hunting.
For course information or exemptions, please contact your local TPW Law Enforcement office; 

call toll-free 1-800-792-1112 (menu 6) or call 512-389-4999.

Sonora Animal Hospital 
Gene C. Gibbens, D.V.M.

T

MON. - FRI.
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. • 1:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m.

Hwy 290 W. • 387-2481  
E m ergencies • 387-3733

Transfer of Wildlife Resources
A person may give, leave, 

receive, or possess any species 
of legally taken wildlife 
resource, or part o f the 
resource, that is required to 
have a tag or permit attached or 
is protected by a bag or posses­
sion limit, if the wildlife 
resource is accompanied by a 
Wildlife Resource Document 
(WRD) from the person who 
liked or caught the wildlife 
resource.

* For deer, turkey, or ante­
lope, a properly executed WRD 
shall accompany the wildlife 
resource or part o f the resource 
until it reaches its final destina­
tion an<f it is finally processed.

*No WRD is required to 
possess a wildlife resource or 
part of a wildlife resource that 
is required to be tagged if the 
wildlife resource is tagged.

* For all other wildlife 
resources, a properly executed 
WRD shall accompany the 
wildlife resource until it reach­
es the possessor's permanent 
residence or cold storage/ pro­
cessing facility, except:

*No WRD is required if a 
person receiving the wildlife 
resource does not exceed the 
possession limit.

* The WRD may be hand 
written or a person may use the

document provided in the guide: 
but, in any situation, the docu­
ment must have the following 
information:

*Name, signature, address, and 
hunting or fishing license num­
ber, as required, of the person 
who killed or caught the wildlife 
resource;

*Name of the person receiving 
the resource;

*Description of the resource 
(number and type of species or 
parts);

*Date resource was killed or 
caught;and

*Location where the resource 
was killed or caught (name of 
county and ranch, lake, area, 
bay, or stream).

NOTE; No wildlife resource 
document is required when the 
entire carcass of a deer or ante­
lope (including the unskinned 
head) is given to , or transported 
by, another person if the tag 
from the hunter's license and 
other required permits or the 
pronghorn permit remains 
attached until the carcass reach­
es its final destination and is 
finally processed.

Recent Rains Alter Conditions for Deer 
Season
Texas Parks and Wildlife

AUSTIN, Texas — To the 
uninitiated, the preponderance of 
camouflage-clad people in cafes, at 
gas stations and behind the wheels 
of gear-laden SUVs during the first 
two weekends in November no 
doubt begs an explanation. No, this 
is not the latest rage in New York 
fashion — this is deer season in 
Texas.

Factoring in the early archery- 
only season and a variety of late 
special season options, deer may be 
hunted legally in Texas for more 
than four months. But, it's.the tradi­
tion of the November season open­
er that draws the most hunters into 
the field. The general deer season 
opens Nov. 4 in North Texas and 
runs through Jan. 7, in South Texas 
Nov. 11 through Jan. 21. A special 
youth-only deer-hunting weekend is 
scheduled for Oct. 28-29 statewide 
in which only licensed youths ages 
16-and-under accompanied by a 
supervising adult may harvest 
white-tailed deer.

The white-tailed deer is 
arguably the No. 1 game animal in 
Texas, attracting more than 500,000 
hunters and contributing almost 
$2.2 billion annually to the state's 
economy. The demand is great and 
the supply greater with a white­
tailed deer population of about 4 
million. Each fall, tens of thousands 
of camouflage-clad sportsmen and 
women flock to deer-rich Hill 
Country counties like Gillespie,
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Llano, Mason and Edwards or to 
the South Texas brush country in 
search of "muy grande" trophy 
bucks in LaSalle, Webb, Dimmit 
and McMullen counties.

In Texas, deer hunting is large­
ly about tradition. Just as white­
tailed deer are creatures of habit, 
deer hunters often return each fall 
to the same deer blind or area 
they've hunted for years. Once 
they've reached their favorite 
haunts, many hunters draw from 
the same tactics ifsed successfully 
on previous hunts. When hunting 
deer, there are good ruts and bad 
ruts, according to state wildlife 
biologists. Being able to tell the dif­
ference and adjusting hunting 
strategies this fall could mean the 
difference between success and 
failure.

"These recent rains through the 
Edwards Plateau and elsewhere are 
going to change a lot of bets," 
offered Jerry Cooke, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife big game program 
director. "As hot and dry as it was, 
most hunters probably felt baiting 
was going to be pretty effective, but 
I think that's pretty well shot unless 
there's a freeze early in the season."

Many areas of the state swel­
tered under triple-digit tempera­
tures during most of the summer, 
accompanied by little or no rainfall 
from June through September, 
according to Cooke. The extended 
heat and drought have taken a toll 
on range conditions, particularly 
those forage species deer rely on 
during the summer and fall such as 
mast crops and browse plants, he 
explained. "Feeders and food plots 
were shaping up to be the major 
attractants for deer, but with the 
recent rainfall, hunters are now 
going to have to think about scout­
ing areas with new vegetation 
growth.".

Antler development and deer 
body weights are running average 
to below average, according to 
biologists, depending on availabili­
ty of quality forage. Acorn produc­
tion across the state has been spot­
ty, they noted, but new forb growth 
could help deer body conditions as 
the season progresses.

Pineywoods — Dust off the 
braggin' book. East Texas deer 
hunters. This fall could be your

year to boast, according to Jasper- 
based biologist Clayton Wolf. What 
makes this year so special may have 
less to do with hunting savvy and 
more to do with age. "We had an 
excellent fawn crop back in 1997, 
and this is the year that year class 
will begin to blossom as far as 
antler development," said Wolf. 
"We're set up for a pretty good sea­
son."

Overall, deer numbers are still 
climbing in the Pineywoods, Wolf 
noted. "We've had pretty decent 
fawn crops over the last few years, 
and folks need to shoot some does. 
We're at high deer density levels in 
some counties. The drought hit a lit­
tle later this summer, and this year's 
fawn crop survival is fairly high."

Hunters in Harrison, Cass and 
Marion counties will have the 
opportunity to harvest antlerless 
deer without a permit for the first 
time in years thanks to newly adopt­
ed doe days Nov. 23-26. Other 
changes in hunting rules this year 
for East Texas include:

Allowing either-sex deer 
hunting in San Jacinto, Trinity and 
Walker counties Nov. 4-26 and an 
increase in the total bag limit to four 
deer, no more than two bucks and 
no more than two antlerless.

* A nine-day muzzleloader- 
only deer season for does and spike 
bucks Jan. 13-21 in Angelina, 
Chambers, Hardin, Jasper, 
Jefferson, Liberty, Montgomery, 
Newton, Orange, Polk and Tyler 
counties.

South Texas — Hunters should 
not be surprised if their feeders 
remain full for a while, according to 
Pleasanton-based biologist Joe 
Herrera. Because of recent new 
plant growth, deer may not be rely­
ing on artificial food supplies. "The 
recent rainfall should produce a 
flush of forbs, including fresh stem 
sprouts on woody plants, which are 
highly nutritious and palatable to 
deer," he said. "The weather fore­
cast calls for more rain. That's very 
good for drought-plagued South 
Texas and deer herd health but 
maybe not so good for deer hunters. 
Deer may not have to travel far or 
hard to look for food, but that

See Recent Rains page 18

B & C Department Store
100 E. Crockett (next to laundromat)
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387-5094
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Watch Out For Deadly Diseases While Out Hunting And Hiking
Texas Department of Health

Fall is on its way and with it, 
hunting season. Thousands of Texas 
hunters will take to the woods and 
fields to hunt deer, doves and other 
animals, and they won't be alone. 
Millions of critters that can carry 
diseases will be out there too, 
according to the Texas Department 
of Health (TDH).

Hunters, campers and hikers 
have a greater risk of exposure to 
diseases transmitted by ticks, fleas 
and mosquitos, many of which 
begin with flu-like symptoms such 
as fever, chills, headache and body 
aches. However, symptoms can 
worsen quickly and affect various 
systems of the body. For instance, 
in Lyme disease, which is the most 
frequently diagnosed tick-borne 
problem in the U.S., there may be 
skin lesions or rashes and, if left 
untreated, severe damage to the' 
joints, heart and nervous system. 
Both Rocky Mountain spotted fever 
and human ehrlichiosis, also spread 
by infected ticks, can create a 
measles-like rash and can be fatal if 
not treated quickly. Exposure to the 
bacteria that causes tularemia, yet 
another tick-borne disease, can also 
occur by handling carcasses of wild 
rabbits.

Plague, common in wild 
rodent populations of West Texas, is 
transmitted to people by fleas or by 
direct contact with infected animals 
such as prairie dogs, squirrels, cats, 
rats and mice. This dreaded disease

can include the presence of painful, 
swollen lymph nodes. Unless ade­
quate medical treatment is sought 
quickly, death may result.

Encephalitis is an infection 
of the central nervous system that 
may be caused by one of several 
mosquito-borne viruses. Those 
who have more severe forms of the 
disease may have intense 
headaches, high fever, nausea, 
muscle tenderness, partial or nearly 
complete unconsciousness and 
even coma.

The best way to avoid getting 
these diseases is to protect yourself 
from insect bites:

*Use insect repellent contain­
ing DEET or permethrin (follow 
package directions).

*Stay on trails and avoid areas 
of overgrown brush and tall grass­
es.

*Wear protective clothing such 
as a hat, long-sleeved shirt and long 
pants tucked into boots 
or socks. Wear light-colored 
clothes to easily spot ticks.

’̂ If you're in an area with ticks, 
check your body carefully for them 
every few hours. Ticks are small, 
easy to miss and will attach to any 
part of the body from head to toe, 
so look carefully.

Hantavirus infection is 
spread to people by infected 
rodents such as rats and mice. A 
rodent may have the virus in its 
droppings, urine and saliva; from 
here, the virus can spread in the air 
on dust particles. "You can become

infected by inhaling dust that con­
tains the virus," said Bradley Hicks, 
a wildlife biologist with TDH's 
Zoonosis Control Division. 
"Cleaning cabins, sheds or bams 
without a mask and having outdoor 
hobbies such as camping, hiking or 
hunting can increase your chances 
of coming in contact with han­
tavirus." As with all the diseases 
mentioned previously, early symp­
toms are much like those of flu. The 
disease may lead to extreme diffi­
culty with breathing, possibly fol­
lowed by death. Patients may 
receive relief through supportive 
treatment, but antibiotics will not 
cure a hantavirus infection.

Deer hunters need to be aware 
that deer can share the bacterium 
that causes anthrax in people. 
Likewise, feral hogs can carry bru­
cellosis. Care should be taken when 
handling wild animal carcasses, 
including wearing latex gloves 
when field dressing those animals.

Rabies is another deadly dis­
ease shared by animals and humans. 
Rabies is a viral infection of the ner­
vous system that may affect almost 
any warm-blooded animal. "It is 
impossible to tell by looking at an 
animal whether it is infected with 
rabies, so avoid contact with any 
wild animals. Especially do not try 
to assist injured animals or touch 
dead ones," warns Guy Moore, a 
TDH wildlife biologist. "If you 
need assistance, contact a game 
warden, a park employee, or an ani­
mal control or law enforcement

officer." This disease is present in 
many wild animal populations in 
Texas, especially skunks, bats, rac­
coons, coyotes and foxes. Humans 
usually are infected through a bite 
by a rabid animal, which is why 
you should consult with a physi­
cian if you are bitten by any ani­
mal.

So, exercise some precau­
tions when out hiking, camping or

hunting, and chances are you will 
be safe while enjoying the out­
doors.

For more information, visit 
the TDH Zoonosis Web site at 
http;//www.tdh.state.tx.us/zoonosis. 
or contact Guy Moore, wildlife 
biologist, TDH Zoonosis Control 
Division, at 512-458-7255 or Shari 
Perrotta, TDH Communications 
Office at 512-458-7400.

i Tagging Deer or T\irkey
! Filling Out the Tag for Attaching to Deer or "nirkey:
\ The tag from the hunting license of the person who killed the deer or 
■turkey must be correctly and legibly completed (ranch and county) and 
¡must:
I* be used on a specific type of deer or turkey.
I* have the month and date of kill CUT OUT.
!* be attached to the deer or turkey carcass until it reaches its final destina­
tion and is finally processed.
■It is against the law to use:
I* a tag taken from the license of another person.
¡* a tag more than one time (or on more than one deer or turkey).
!* an incorrect tag on a deer or turkey (example: mule deer tag used on a 
¡white-tailed deer, etc.).
! Where to Attach Tag to Deer or Ttirkey:
! The hunting license tag may be attached anywhere on a deer or turkey! 
■so that it is not damaged, defaced, or lost in transporting or handling. For; 
¡deer and turkey the appropriate tag (including Bonus White-tailed Deer; 
¡Tag, if applicable) and any other applicable permits must remain attached; 
¡to the deer or turkey until the deer or turkey reaches its final destination andi 
¡is finally processed. If the animal is a deer and the head is severed from the; 
¡carcass (body), then the appropriate tag and any applicable permits must; 
¡remain attached to the carcass. The severed head of a deer must also remain; 
¡with the carcass exept as provided in the section on Processing Carcass in; 
¡Camp.
; NOTE:
; The only two buck tags valid in this area are the numbers 8 WT and 9'; 
¡WT. The 7 WT is not valid. Charges can be filed for using the 7 WT.

Rock House Ranch Retreat
Bed & Breakfast

"We provide the space - you set the pace"

Family Vacation • Family Reunion 
Business Retreat • Weekend Getaway 

Any Occasion

Where the scenic Texas hill country meets the wild west and just 70 miles north of 
the Mexico border, the Rock House Ranch Retreat is located in 

Sutton County, Texas 20 miles south of Sonora

Accommodations:
3 Bedroom, 2 bath home which sleeps 8 comfortably, 

air-conditioning/central heat, fireplace and 
wood burning stove, washer and dryer available. 

Meals:
Continental breakfast is included, fully equipped kitchen. 

Amenities:
Swimming pool, horseshoe pitching, washer pitching, 

basketball goal, volleyball net, treehouse, nature walks, 
bird watching.

Optional Activities 
Jeep Rides 

Arrowhead hunts

Balch Ranch Company • Mary W. or Jerry Don Balch
P.O. Box 1076 • Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-3278 • 800-584-4555
email; balchrch@sonoratx.net or check our website: www.balchranchco.com

Should Hunters Kill Spike Bucks This 
Season?? _________________
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By Steve Nelle, NRCS Biologist, 
San Angelo

This question is asked thou­
sands of times across West Texas 
each hunting season. Hunters and 
ranchers alike want to know if the 
harvest of spike bucks will help or 
hurt their deer management pro­
gram. Some say "yes", spikes 
should always be removed with 
the belief they are genetically 
inferior. Others say "no", spikes 
are just young deer, off to a slow 
start and are likely to go ahead 
and produce good antlers later in 
life. There is conflicting scientific 
data that can be used to prove 
either point.

The tmth is that there are 
times when the removal of spike 
yearlings is a good idea and there 
are other times when it is a bad 
idea. Answer the following ques­
tions to determine if spike harvest 
is the right thing to do for your sit­
uation.

1. Is my deer management 
goal to produce the largest bucks 
possible at the expense of num­
bers? YES NO

2. Do I have good enough 
nutrition that the average field 
dressed weight of mature does (3 
1/2 or older) is a least 70 pounds; 
and 130 pounds for mature bucks 
(5 1/2 or older)? YES NO

3. Do I have good enough

fawn crops year after year that I 
actually have a surplus of young 
bucks in the herd? YES NO

4. Am I willing to sacrifice 
the future production of a signifi­
cant number of older bucks in 
order to possibly increase the 
quality of those remaining? YES 
NO

• 5. Is the buck to doe ratio 
where it should be? YES NO

6. Do I have reasonable con­
trol of the deer herd with large 
acreage (10,000-1- acres), a high 
fence or a large block of cooperat­
ing ranches? YES NO

7. Do I have a good age stmc- 
ture with a significant number of 
bucks in the mature age classes? 
YES NO

8. Do the hunters have the self 
restraint and good judgement 
needed to apply a very selective 
buck harvest? YES NO

If you can answer YES to 
each of the following questions, 
then the harvest of spike bucks 
should prove beneficial to your 
deer herd. If you answer NO to 
any of the questions, then the har­
vest of spikes will probably not do 
you any good and may actually 
hurt your deer program.

If you find yourself not able 
to answer YES to the questions, 
but are still willing to take a 
chance that the harvest of spikes

may help your deer herd, here's 
some additional guidance that 
may help you decide. If you had a 
good fawn crop the year before 
and good spring and summer con­
ditions in the current year, then 
the removal of spike yearlings 
won't hurt. If the previous year 
fawn crop was low or the antler 
growing conditions of the current 
year were poor, then do not shoot 
spikes.

The bottom line for most 
ranches in Central and West Texas 
is that this is not a good year to 
harvest yearling spikes. Last years 
fawn that are now yearlings are 
small and stunted due to drought. 
Their antlers will reflect this lack 
of nutrition and there will be an 
above average number of spikes. 
Many of these spikes have the 
genetics to produce fairly good 
antlers, but poor growing condi­
tions and low nutrition has 
masked their genetic potential. 
Most will grow into 8 point bucks 
later in life.

For more information, con­
tact Tom Payton, USDA-NRCS at 
301 Crockett in Sonora or Steve 
Nelle, USDA-NRCS, San Angelo 
at 915-944-0147.

Kallie Humphrey got this buck and doe in Southern 
Sutton County.

“Wild” turkeys roam the streets of Sonora.

The Bank & Trust 
Welcomes

A ll Annual H unters to Sonora^ Texas

P u lse ATM's M em ber FDIC

http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/zoonosis
mailto:balchrch@sonoratx.net
http://www.balchranchco.com
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Sam Thomas killed this Big Buck last hunting season.

Hunting Stamp and Tag Fees
SPECIAL NOTE: No STATE stamp fees are required 

for any resident or non-resident under 17 years of age, or 
holders of Lifetime Resident Combination or Lifetime 
Resident Hunting Licenses.

By Steve bfclje. Biologist, NRCS, 
San Angelo

It's no secret that ranchers are 
very dependent these days on 
income from hunting. In many 
cases revenue from hunting equals 
or exceeds revenue from live­
stock. It's also no secret that big 
bucks are worth lots more money 
than smaller bucks. Hunters are 
willing to pay great sums for the 
opportunity to hunt on ranches 
that have big bucks.

How can a rancher manage 
his deer herd to grow bigger 
bucks? There are three factors that 
influence the development of 
antlers. Buck age. Nutrition. 
Genetics.

Managing the age of the 
buck segment of the herd is the 
quickest and easiest way to 
increase antler size. The age of the 
bucks in the herd is totally depen­
dent on how the herd is hunted. 
Bucks do not reach their maxi­
mum antler size until age 5, 6 or 7. 
Unless bucks are allowed to grow 
to maturity, there is little chance 
of producing large antlers. 
Hunters who harvest 2 and 3 year 
old bucks are hurting the age 
structure and the quality of the 
deer herd. These younger bucks 
will usually have at least 8 points 
and may look good to some 
hunters, but'they are immature 
bucks and will grow much larger 
with an additional 2 to 4 years of 
age. Ranchers need to educate 
their hunters on how to recognize 
mature bucks on the hoof. Several

' books and videos are available to 
help, but the best education is 
gained by observing lots of bucks 
in the field. Guided hunts can also 
help. In order to develop a herd 
that has a good number of mature 
bucks, ranchers should limit the 
buck kill to 15 to 20% of total 
buck numbers.

Managing the range to 
increase deer nutrition is another 
way to grow bigger bucks. Deer 
nutrition is increased by reducing 
livestock numbers, especially 
sheep and goats. Even cattle can 
eat up significant amounts of deer 
feed during a drought when grass 
is scarce. Also, if deer numbers 
are too high, a reduction in deer 
numbers is needed. Since live­
stock numbers are currently low 
due to several years of drought, 
and increase in deer size is pre­
dicted for the next few years. 
Ranchers who are willing to keep 
livestock numbers lower than 
normal will notice large bodied 
deer and larger antlers. The extra 
income produced by having larg­
er bucks will more than offset 
lower livestock numbers.

Supplemental feeding is 
often used to improve deer nutri­
tion, but it is a very expensive 
practice when done correctly. 
Most of the time, the high cost of 
feeding cannot be recovered by 
increased hunting revenue. The 
best way to improve deer nutri­
tion is by good management of 
habitat and the native food sup­
ply.

Bucks
The subject of deer genet­

ics has received much attention in 
recent years. The culling of 
spikes has been tbtited as a means 
o f  removing inferior genetics and 
improving deer antlers. Although 
the genetics of a buck do affect 
the size and shape of his antlers, 
manipulating deer genetics is 
extremely difficult and slow and 
is not a high priority to deer man­
agement. The genetic gains that 
have been made in livestock and 
in some deer pens are not possi­
ble in wild, free ranging deer. 
Even under high fenced situa­
tions, it is very hard to change the 
genetics in a deer population. The 
existing genetics of the native 
deer in Sutton County is very 
good. These deer, when given the 
chance to grow to maturity under 
good nutrition will produce very 
large antlers.

In summary, the size of 
deer antlers is first and foremost 
determined by the age of the 
buck. Second in importance is the 
quality of nutrition. Ranchers 
who want to grow bigger bucks 
should focus on age and habitat 
and grazing management and not 
worry too much about genetics.

For more information, con­
tact Tom Payton, USDA-NRCS 
at 301 Crockett in Sonora or 
Steve Nelle, USDA-NRCS. San 
Angelo at 915-944-0147.
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One Way To Find A Buck
By Thompson Temple

1 have been a hunting guide for 
whitetail bucks for 25 years. I am 
not a natural hunter. By this I mean 
that I am not as good as many of 
my friends are at hunting deer. 
How do I hunt?

1 scout the area 1 am going to 
hunt. I look for deer or at least for 
tracks. I locate my blind where I 
kn'ow deer have been before. I sit at 
that spot and I wait for them to 
come back.

I have read that a whitetail 
deer will spend most of his life on 
640 acres. That is a one mile 
square. Chances are that the deer 
you saw will be back to that spot 
where you saw him. I have read 
also that mule deer migrate. They 
may pack their bags and leave the 
area. Whitetail do not move around 
as much as mule deer.

If you can find a spot where 
does hang out, then chances arc 
that this is a good spot for bucks. In 
November and December bucks 
will join the does from time to time 
regardless of hunting pressure.

When I build my stand I try to 
put the stand north west of the spot 
where I saw the deer. The wind fre­
quently blows from the South and 
East off the Gulf of Mexico. This 
will usually cause your scent to 
blow away from the deer.

The above advice is very sim­
ple, but it works! If your name is 
Woody Woodsman, then you can 
sniff out a buck. If not, then try the 
above. Remember, keep the wind 
in your face, the sun at your back, 
and the Lord in your heart! Good 
hunting.

' v : , .
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Chances are that this buck will return to this exact location.
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WELCOME HUNTERS!
For all your medical needs...

Coughs, Colds, First Aid 
Health and Beauty Products, 

Batteries and so much more! I

Cox Drug, Inc.
(Westerman’s)

101 N. Concho Av. • 387-2541 
After Hrs. 387-3646 

Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 • Sat. 9 - 5

^ < U o n c  &  "TKo k c

Wives come shop with us!
One of Sonora's 

Oldest and Newest Stores 
is now located at 
407 Hwy. I l l  N.

Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 • Sat. 9 
387-5871

http://www.southwesttexasflba.com
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Wild Turkey Hunting Tips
Wild turkey hunting provides 

the sportsman with a raw excite­
ment that few forms of hunting can 
rival. The following "Successful 
Turkey Hunting" information is 
taken from the National Wild 
Turkey Federation "HUNT SAFE­
LY" program. •

Wild turkeys are wary and elu­
sive birds, and they provide a 
tremendous challenge to hunters of 
all ages. Wild turkey hunting is a 
unique, challenging sport that has 
no equal in the hunting tradition.

Throughout the nation, there 
are hundreds of thousands of safe, 
successful turkey hunters. But 
every year, there are a few situa­
tions where hunters accidentally 
shoot other hunters while turkey 
hunting. And it’s not just young, 
inexperienced hunters causing these 
accidents. In one state, turkey 
hunters who accidentally shoot 
other hunters have an average of 17 
years of turkey hunting experience. 
How can this happen?

Experienced spring turkey 
hunters know the sights and sounds 
a turkey makes as it struts into shot­
gun or bow range. Fall turkey 
hunters know the sights and sounds 
of a Bock of young turkeys feeding 
along a hillside or even the quiet but 
majestic presence of a flock, of old 
gobblers as they feed through a 
stand of oak or wild cherry. Because 
of this experiences, a hunter who 
receives these sights and sounds 
may "see" a turkey that really does­
n’t exist. He may "think" he hears a 
turkey cluck or yelp, or he may 
"think" he sees a turkeys head or sil­
houette coming towards his calling 
location. It happens to experienced 
hunters every year and it can hap-

p>en to you A responsible turkey 
hunter will be 100% sure he identi­
fies his target before taking the safe­
ty off his firearm.

Expert turkey hunters from 
around the nation agree that the 
strategies that lead to successful 
turkey hunting also lead to safe 
hunting. Here’s how you can be sure 
to have both.

Preparing for the Hunt
The first step is to locate a place 

to hunt. If it is privately owned, be 
sure to get the landowner’s permis­
sion before scouting or hunting. 
Contact your state wildlife agency 
for locations of public hunting land. 
Scout your hunting area before the 
season. Locate areas of recent 
turkey activity.

The clothes you wear to hunt 
are critically important. Complete 
camouflage is best, including hands 
and face. Never wear sharply con­
trasting colors, or the colors red, 
white, or blue. These colors appear 
on the heads of gobblers, and some­
one may mistake them for a turkey. 
Be sure that white socks, T-shirts, 
and other non-camouflage clothes 
do not show. Pennsylvania turkey 
hunters must know and obey the 
hunter orange laws for spring and 
fall turkey hunting seasons. Use flo- 
rescent orange also as a covering for 
that successful turkey you harvest 
and carry out of the woods. Many 
turkey hunting vests, hats or coats, 
are now equipped with orange 
strips. Use them.

Poor vision can lead to acci­
dents. Be sure to have your eyesight 
checked and corrected before going 
afield.

Fall Season
Turkeys behave differently in 

the fall than in the spring. Most 
hunters try to locate a flock of 
turkeys, scatter them, and then try 
to call individual birds back to- a 
central location. Considerable 
scouting is required to locate flocks 
and pattern their daily movements. 
Once you have scattered a flock, 
wait about ten minutes before 
beginning to call. Fall calling to 
young birds requires a different 
turkey sound than spring hunting. 
Listen and learn a fall turkey’s 
vocabulary by using tapes or videos 
on turkey hunting and calling.

Young birds, scattered, often 
begin calling shortly after the break. 
Listen to their calling, try to imitate 
their pitch and rhythm, and don’t 
move as they often come straight in 
to your calling position.

l\irkey Hunter’s Checklist
As you prepare to enter the 

turkey woods, review this short 
checklist to ensure a safe and suc­
cessful hunting experience:

* Are you completely cam­
ouflaged, or will patches of con­
trasting colors be showing when 
you sit down to call? Remember to 
obey your states game laws.

* Don’t get too close to a 
roosted turkey. (100 yards is close 
enough).

* Choose an open calling 
location that offers good visibility.

* Choose a large tree to sit 
against to break up your outline.

* Take a cushion to sit on to 
help you remain comfortable and 
perfectly still.

* Don’t over call. Just 
enough to keep the turkey coming 
to you

g o o d ^ e a h

R.S. TEAFF 
OIL COMPANY

24 Hr. Road Service 
Wide Variety of ATV Tires

(915) 387-2770
204 W. 3rd St. • Sonora, Texas 

Carl Teaff* 387-2773

* You may have to change 
calling locations, but resist the urge 
to stalk turkey sounds or move in on 
other hunters.

* Do not carry an exposed 
decoy.

* Call the gobbler in close -  
try for shots of thirty yards or less.

* Identify your target as a 
legal bird, then shoot for the head 
and neck.

* Put on your gun’s safety 
and quickly approach the downed 
bird. Watch for flopping spurs and 
wings.

* Wrap your bird in a game 
vest, using fluorescent orange to 
wrap around the bird, while carry­
ing it out of the woods.

Defensive Tflirkey Hunting
The National Wild Turkey 

Federation has developed a list of 
defensive turkey hunting techniques 
you should follow.

* Never stalk a turkey. The 
chances of getting close enough for 
a shot are slim, but the chances of 
becoming involved in an accident 
are increased.

* Eliminate the colors red, 
white and blue from your turkey 
hunting outfit. Red is the color most 
hunters count on to differentiate a 
gobbler’s head from the hen’s blue- 
colored head.

* Never move, wave or 
make turkey sounds to alert another 
hunter of your presence. A quick 
movement may draw fire. Yell in a 
loud voice and remain motionless.

* Never attempt to approach 
closer than 1(X) yards to a roosting 
turkey. The wild turkey’s eyesight 
and hearing are much too sharp to 
let you get any closer.

* Be particularly careful 
when using the gobbler call. The 
sound and motion may attract other 
hunters.

* When selecting your call­
ing position, don’t try to hide so 
well that you cannot see what’s hap­
pening. Remember, eliminating 
movement is your key to success, 
not total concealment.

* Select a calling position 
that provides a background as wide 
as your shoulders, and one that will 
completely protect you from the top 
of your head down. Position your­
self so you can see 180 degrees in 
front of you.

* Camouflage conceals you. 
It does not make you invisible. 
When turkey hunting, think and act 
defensively. Avoid all unnecessary 
movement. Remember, you are vis­
ible to both turkeys and hunters 
when you move even slightly.

* Never shoot at sound or 
movement. Be 100% certain of your 
target before you pull the trigger. 
Remember — Be Sure, Identify 
Your Target.

* When turkey hunting, 
assume that every sound you hear is 
made by another hunter. Once you 
pull the trigger, you can never call 
that shot back.

* Remember the rules for

safe gun handling; always keep the 
gun pointed in a safe direction, 
always keep your finger off the trig­
ger until ready to shoot, always 
keep the gun unloaded until ready 
to use.

* Always call in terrain that 
is fairly open with a visibility of 50 
yards or more in every direction.

* Anytime you use a turkey 
decoy, you are increasing the 
chance of an accident. If you use a 
decoy, place it so that you are not in 
danger of being shot.

* When walking in the 
woods in the dark, always use a 
flashlight. This not only identifies 
you as a person to other hunters, but 
helps you avoid falls or other acci­
dents.

* Be sure of your footing 
and control the muzzle of your gun 
when moving to head off a gobbler 
in the spring or break up a flock of 
turkeys in the fall. Do not put your­
self in a position as to be stalking a 
turkey, it may not be legal and you 
will increase the chances of an acci­
dent.

* When hunting with com­
panions, be certain of each other’s 
location and know the area they are 
going to hunt.

* Discuss and emphasize 
safety techniques such as these with 
your hunting companions.

* If you are on land where 
you have sole permission to hunt, 
do not assume there are no other 
hunters.

* Remember turkey fever is 
real. Hunters have been known to 
lose their self-control. In the excite­
ment of the hunt, it is easy to see 
what you are looking for, rather 
than what is there.

* Be sure you know the sea­
sons and bag limits in the state you 
are hunting, many states differ in 
turkey hunting laws, read and obey 
the game laws, and be sure you are 
an ethical and safe turkey hunter.

Turkey hunting is a privilege, 
not to be taken lightly or abused. 
Hunter responsibility is a serious 
matter, do not let your desire or peer 
pressure to kill a turkey jeopardize 
your safety or the safety of your fel­
low turkey hunters. There is a chal­
lenge to developing outdoor skills 
to call in and harvest a wild turkey. 
A close, clean, one shot kill is the 
ethical way to take a turkey, 
whether with shotgun or bow and 
arrow.

Develop your hunting skills, 
learn about the out-of-doors, hone 
your calling techniques, and above 
all respect the wildlife you pursue. 
Wild turkey populations in recent 
years have doubled, doubled again, 
and then doubled again. Habitat and 
their environment are key to their 
future. Turkey hunters, as sports­
men and conservationists, have the 
opportunity to protect this environ­
ment.

Corn Feeders - Do They Attract Bucks?
By Thompson Temple

Can you imagine an oak tree that drops its acorns twice a day? Let's 
see now. The big old oak tree is going to drop two pounds of acorns at 7:00 
A.M. and two more pounds at 5:00 RM. Wouldn't that be helpful for hunt­
ing?

Compare if you- will the name acorn and com. They are the same 
word except for one letter. I do not know who first invented the automat­
ic com feeder, but he or she did a real good job of creating a com tree!

Well let's return to our opening question. Com feeders - Do they 
attract bucks? I believe that com feeders attract does and does attract 
bucks! In dry hot years like this one the does raising little ones need all the 
help they can get! Even after the fawns are raised they may be skinny from 
feeding one or two fawns. I suggest that hunters start those feeders ASAP 
and turn the dial up for maximum feeding time.

The wise old buck associates the com feeders with hunters. He 
avoids feeders as much as possible. The less wise buck is hanging on 
Uncle John's den wall. Bucks that feed after dark will usually live longer 
and get bigger. When a doe gets ready to breed then a big old buck 
becomes "less wise" and more vulnerable to hunters. A dry year like this 
one can cause bucks to come to com for nourishment. This is already hap­
pening in the year 2CXXI.

The Lord gave man dominion over the birds of the air, the fish of 
the sea, etc. This year demonstrates the necessity to control deer numbers. 
The dry weather has reduced food production for deer. A large scale die 
off is possible. Use those doe tags to help balance deer numbers with food 
supply! Keep the wind in your face, the sun at your back and the Lord in 
your heart! Good hunting!

r* /  *
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Supplemental Feeding o f Deer - Is It 
Worth It?
By Steve Nelle, Biologist, NRCS, 
San Angelo

With the large and increasing 
value of big antlered bucks, the 
practice of supplemental feeding of 
deer has become more popular. 
Hunters and landowners alike real­
ize that antler growth is closely tied 
to the quality of nutrition. The high­
er the nutrition, the larger the 
antlers. Some landowners now pro­
vide high protein deer feed on a 
yearlong, free choice basis. There is 
no question that this practice pro­
duces much larger deer than is nor­
mally possible under native pasture 
conditions.

The big question is, does sup­
plemental feeding pay? Can the 
landowner justify the high cost of 
such a feeding program? Some 
landowners and hunters are willing 
to pay the high price of feeding just 
to grow very large antlers. They do 
not care whether it is a cost-effec­
tive practice. Most ranchers howev­
er are cost conscious and are not 
willing or able to carry out practices 
that don't return a profit.

How much does it cost to 
provide supplemental feed to deer 
to attain the large antlers desired by 
some hunters? Deer that live in 
average quality habitat will need to 
consume an average of about 1.5 
pounds of deer feed per day to see 
the results of significantly larger 
antlers. Since deer eat 3 to 5 pounds 
of total feed each day, this 1.5 
pounds makes up only one third to 
one half of their diet. This is a year­

long average. In some months, deer 
won't eat any feed. In other months 
they may eat 2 or 3 pounds per day.

Most deer pellets are costing 
in the neighborhood of $2(X) per 
ton. Each deer, consuming an aver­
age of 1.5 pounds per day, will eat 
about 550 ptounds of feed per year 
or $55 worth of feed. For a popula­
tion of 250 deer on 5(K)0 acres (20 
acres per deer), this is 69 tons of 
feed per year costing $13,750 or 
$2.75 per acre. Such a deer herd 
could produce about 12 mature 
aged bucks per year for hunting. 
This amounts to a feed investment 
of $1145 per buck harvested.

Some are willing to incur 
these costs for the thrill of produc­
ing larger than normal antlers. Most 
commercial hunting operations 
based on profit cannot justify this

i

kind of expense. The cost of the 
feed is only a part of the cost of a 
feeding program. Labor to handle 
the feed and specially designed 
feeders add substantially to the 
cost. Other kinds of feed, such as 
whole cottonseed are considerably 
less expensive, but the availability 
and cost of handling must be con­
sidered.

Native rangeland habitat 
will produce good nutrition and 
good quality deer if it is properly 
managed. Certain habitat manage­
ment practices can increase exist­
ing nutrition and is usually more 
cost effective.

For more information, con­
tact Tom Payton, USDA-NRCS at 
301 Crockett in Sonora or Steve 
Nelle, USDA-NRCS, San Angelo 
at 915-944-0147.

'• 1 " a. i

La Mexicana Restaurante
Sonora’s Longest Established Mexican Food Restaurant invites you to come and 

experience the taste that has had our customers coming back year after year.

La Mexicana Restaurante ojfers the best in American and Mexican food, 
Homemade Flour Tortillas, Weekday Lunch Buffet fo r $5.99, Sunday Lunch 

Buffet, Imported and Domestic Beer, Soup and Salad Bar, Extensive Appetizer 
and Dessert Menu, Exquisite Steaks and coming inNovember..... 

MARGARITAS! So come see us, we 'd love to visit with you.
TO GO orders always welcome at our convenient drive through window.^

Breakfast Served Daily 7 a.m. -11 p.m.

La M exicana R estaurante
308A Hwy 277 N •  Sonora, Texas 

387-3401



Page 12 • Hunters Guide • Devil’s River News • November 2, 2000

General Hunting Laws
The following information addresses some of the more commonly asked questions about hunting and fishing 

requirements and restrictions. For additional information not included in this guide, contact your local game war­
den or phone Texas Parks and Wildlife toll free at 1-800-792-1112.

*lt is unlawful to take, attempt to take, or possess wildlife resources within a protected length limit, in greater 
numbers, by other means, or at any time or place, other than as indicated within this guide.

*A person who is hunting, fishing, or trapping must carry on their person and have available for inspiection a 
valid license, and any applicable stamps or permits, unless the person is exempt from license, stamp, or permit 
requirements.

♦While hunting, fishing or trapping, persons 17 years of age or older must carry on their person a driver's 
license or personal identification certificate issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety. Non-residents must 
carry similar documents issued by the agency in their state or country of residence that is authorized to issue dri­
ver's licenses or personal identification certificates.

♦Possession Limit: For all wildlife resources taken for personal consumption and for which there is a posses­
sion limit, the possession limit shall not apply after the wildlife resource has reached the possessor's permanent 
residence and is finally processed.

♦Special regulations and documents are required for the transfer and importation of wildlife resources.
♦Waste of Game: A reasonable effort must be made to retrieve all wounded game birds and game animals and 

they must be killed immediately and become a part of-the legal bag limit. It is a violation to fail to keep all edible 
portions of a game bird, game animal, or fish in an edible condition. For deer, pronghorn antelope and desert 
bighorn sheep, the violation is a Class A misdemeanor.

♦Retrieval of Game: No person may pursue a wounded wildlife resource across a property line without the 
consent of landowner of the property where the wildlife resource has fled. Under the trespass provisions of the 
Penal Code, a person on a property without the permission of the landowner is subject to arrest.

♦It is against the law to hunt or fish on privately owned lands or waters without the permission of the owner 
or the owner's agent. A person who hunts without landowner consent that kills a desert bighorn sheep, pronghorn, 
white-tailed deer or mule deer commits an offense that is a Parks and Wildlife Code state jail felony. Upon con- 

_ viction, your hunting and fishing license is automatically revoked. You are not required to have a fishing license 
‘ to fish in private waters in Texas: but, if you are on private property fishing in public water, a fishing license is 
required.

♦Harassment of Hunters, Trappers or Anglers (Sportsman's Rights Act) is punishable by a fine of $200 to 
$2000 and/or 180 days is jail.

♦Inspection: A game warden may search a game bag, vehicle, vessel, or other receptacle if the game warden 
has reason to believe that the game bag, vehicle, vessel, or other receptacle contains a wildlife resource that has 
been unlawfully killed or taken.

♦Civil Restitution: In addition to the filing of a criminal complaint for a violation of hunting and fishing reg­
ulations, the department will seek the civil recovery value for the loss or damage to the wildlife resources. Failure 
to pay the civil recovery value will result in the department's refusal to issue a license, tag or permit. An individ­
ual who hunts or fishes after the refusal, commits a Class A misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine not less 
than $500 or more than $4000; punishment in jail not to exceed one year; or both fine and confinement.

For questions concerning civil restitution call 512-389-4630.

John Duke Hudson bagged this buck on the Balch Ranch, 
South of Sonora.

Deer Feeders & Accessories • Blinds 
Godbold Deerblocks • Corn • Deer & Game Feed • Deer Pellets 

Gel Cel Batteries • Solar Panels • A m m unition

"We Deliver"

387-2543
210 W. College • Sonora, Texas 76950

M onday - Friday 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m . 
Saturday 7:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Deer Management During Drought
By Steve Nelle, Wildlife 
Biologist, NRCS 

Long-term drought is one of the 
most depressing and damaging 
events that can happen to ranch- 
land. The devastation to land, 
livestock, wildlife, plant life and 
people is .something that no one 
can understand until they experi­
ence it. Once an area is in the 
midst of a major drought, there is 
little that can be done to lessen its 
impact. Only two things are cer­
tain; good rains will once again 
return; and drought will also 
return again. It is never too soon 
to learn from the current drought 
and to plan ahead in preparation 
for the next one.

The emphasis during and 
after a drought should be on the 
recuperation of the vegetation. 
When long-term catastrophic 
drought has occurred, desirable 
perennial vegetation may be very 
slow to return. Dead plants, bare 
ground, erosion are the aftermath 
of drought. It will take several 
years or more of good rainfall and 
little or no grazing to begin to see 
desirable grasses, shrubs and 
perennial forbs grow, regain 
vigor, make seed and begin to 
reproduce. Annual weeds, on the 
other hand, will come quickly as 
soon as the good rains return. 'This 
should not be interpreted as 
restoration of vegetation. It is only 
the first step. The lush production 
of filaree, talloweed, bladderpod, 
peavine, or other such weeds 
should not be the signal to re­
stock the range. Re-stocking 
should be delayed until desirable

grasses make a good recovery.
The recuperation of wildlife 

will follow the recuperation of 
vegetation. If the economics of 
ranching continue as they have 
over the past 20 years, net income 
from wildlife will continue to 
increase while net income from 
livestock will be erratic and 
unpredictable. The landowner 
who desires to capitalize on this 
and maintain the ranch can follow 
the SAFE rule of ranching in a 
desert region;

S - Stock conservatively 
A - Adjust quickly 
F - Flexibility 
E - Evaluate continuously 
Stock conservatively means 

to keep significantly fewer live­
stock than what you think the 
range will carry. Remember that 
the next drought is just around the 
corner and a reserve of grass will 
allow you to absorb the shock of 
short-term drought. In West 
Texas, grass that is left un-grazed 
is never wasted.

Adjust livestock numbers 
early in a dry period. Adjust fre­
quently as drought continues. 
Don't wait until the grass is gone 
to reduce stock numbers.

Flexibility is the key to being 
able to adjust livestock numbers 
quickly. With half or more of 
your normal stocking capacity as 
Stocker type animals, you can 
preserve the base breeding herd 
and the desirable vegetation 
much longer. Flexibility will also 
allow you to take advantage of 
favorable years by bringing in 
extra Stockers. Resist the tempta-

tion to increase breeding 
females during these good 
years.

Evaluate continuously, 
during wet times as well as 
dry times. Evaluations should 
include rainfall records, grass 
growth, livestock numbers, 
livestock performance, ranch 
economics, deer numbers, 
deer quality, etc. Monitoring 
of rangeland with fixed photo 
points can be very useful in 
recognizing long-term trends 
in vegetation.

The well-being of deer in 
West Texas is almost totally 
dependent upon the combina­
tion of rainfall and grazing 
management. We have no 
control over the amount of 
rain, but the rancher has full 
control over grazing. The 
harmful effects of short-term 
and medium-term drought can 
be softened by good conserv­
ative grazing management.

For more information, 
contact Tom Payton, USDA- 
NRCS at 301 Crockett in 
Sonora or Steve Nelle, 
USDA-NRCS, San Angelo at 
915-944-0147.

o

Hunters Guide • Devil’s River News • November 2, 2000 • Page 13

B.O.T. COOKING TEAM
Custom Cooking

KIRK JOY
1312Tayloe 

Sonora, Texas 76950

915-387-2623 Home 
915-650-0623 Mobile

Custom Catering

Custom Built Pits, 
Smokers, Etc.T.

This buck was killed on Randee Fagan’s Ranch

Rye Supply
Hwy. 277 S. 

387-6567


