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Ministerial 

Alliance Kicks 
Off 10th Deer 
Distribution

0  submitted
The Sonora Ministerial 

Alliance is sponsoring a deer dis
tribution program during the hunt
ing season. This marks the 10th 
year that the Ministerial Alliance 
has co-ordinated this deer distribu
tion program in Sonora. Well over 
1,000 deer have been delivered to 
Sonora familiesduring this period.

Each week during deer season, 
churches of the Alliance, and other 
local organizations such as the 
Sonora Volunteer Fire Department, 

^  will deliver field-dressed deer to 
Sonora residents who request one.

Hunters and landowners who 
would like to contribute deer to be 
distributed through this program 
may take their deer to Sonora Deer 
Processing at 804 Glasscock.

If you would like to receive a 
deer, you may request one by call
ing the office of the Justice of the 
Peace, Adelita Alvarez, at 387- 
3322 or the office of the Texas 
Department of Health at 387-2234.

The Ministerial Alliance 
•  would like to thank all those who 

have assisted with this program 
over the years, either by contribut
ing deer or delivering deer, or by 
financial contributions.

Hunting Guide Inside
Constitutional Amendement Election 

November 6, 2001 
All voting will be at the Courthouse 

For all Precincts
Elección Sobre Enmiendas a La Constitución 

6 de noviembre de 2001 
Todos los Preinctos Votaran en la 

Case de Corte
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Texas Main Street Program Hosts 
Training Seminar___________________

L-R: Kim McKnight of the Texas Historic Commission, poses with 
Board members: Vivian Miears, Ann Kay, Tabitha Sanchez-Abrego , 
Joy Galbreath, Rachel Duran, Roy Jean Johnson and Shelly Hughes.

Kim McKnight with the Texas Historical Commission, was in Sonora 
on Thursday, October 18th. Each “Main Street” town gets one visit a year 
from the Texas Main Street office, and this one was set in conjunction with 
a Board training to go over the 4 main points of the Main Street Program. 
This course was a refresher for original Board members, and a learning 
opportunity for new members. McKnight said that Sonora is bne of the best 
Main Street Programs she has seen. The program has been recognized 
nationally for the past two years and is looking to continue the tradition. She 
said that she is very proud of Sonora’s program and hopes to see continued 
success. The downtown area projects and the Courthouse make Sonora 
unique and special.

McKnight talked to the Board and committee members about Building 
a Strong Board, the Four Point Approach (Organization, Promotion, Design, 
and Economic Restructuring) and much more. Visit the Main Street 
Program/Friends of Historic Sonora on Main Street.

Sutton County Welcomes New 
Juvenile Probation Officer

Cory Marshall, originally of 
Andrews, TX, is the new Sutton and 
Crockett County Juvenile Probation 
Officer. Marshall graduated from 
Andrews and moved to Levelland,
TX, where he majored in Criminal 
Justice. He later transferred to 
Angelo Slate University, where he 
graduated with a Psychology major 
and Criminal Justice minor in May 
of 1998. In June of that same year 
Cory began working as a Field 
Officer for the Juvenile Probation 
office in San Angelo. He remained 
there until his recent move to 
Ozona. He will be working both 
counties, splitting his days of the 
week between the two.

As the Juvenile Probation 
Officer, Cory is involved in Crisis 
Intervention, assisting families and 
handling minors that are placed on 
probation, both informal and full.
Marshall has been very busy since 
takipg the position on October 1st, 
getting situated and getting a feel for 
the case load left for him. Currently 
he has a few cases pending. He says 
that he li,kes to keep a weekly check 
on any youth he is working with and 
requires a monthly office visit. His 
goal is to “provide a service to chil
dren and the community to try and 
help them see that there are different 
choices in life.” Marshall said that

Hudspeth Hospital 
Plans A Day of 
Learning And Fun

The Lillian M. Hudspeth has a 
big day planned for November 12, 
2001. The hospital will provide a 
FREE blood sugar screening from 
7:30 a.m. until 8:30 a.m in the hos
pital annex. To ensure the most 
effective results, participants are 
asked to be fasting from midnight 
until the screening is performed. 
Results will be mailed the following 
day. For more information or to 
arrange accommodations for dis
abled participants, please call Keith 
L. Butler at 387-2521.

Starting at 11:30 a.m. on that 
same Monday, the third part of their 
Educational Series will be held in 
the annex. “Eating Healthy for the 
Holidays” will be presented by 
Kelly Thorp, County Extension 
Agent, Family and Consumer 
Science, for Sutton County. The 
program will include Holiday 
Cooking Demonstrations, Modified 
Recipes for Both Diabetic and 
Cholesterol Concerns and of course, 
tasting.

The program should last 
approximately 45 minutes and is 
free to the public.

Following the presentation will 
be the next meeting of the Lillian M. 
Hudspeth Memorial Hospital 
Auxiliary. The luncheon will begin 
at 12:00 noon in the Hospital 
Annex. The quarterly meeting will 
include discussion of the Auxiliary 
Cookbook and Rummage Sale.

Following lunch will be anoth
er special presentation by Lisa 
Seaton and Irene Friess. Lisa is the 
owner of Lisa’s Flowers and Gifts 
and Irene is owner of Flowers by 
Irene. The ladies will provide a pro
gram entitled “Holiday Decorations 
Made Easy”. They will demonstrate 
the craft of Holiday Wreath and 
Center Piece Design.

Make plans to attend and 
reserve your seat for lunch by call
ing 387-2521.

Hospital Board Holds Special Meeting

Cross Country Regional Qualifiers

The Varsity Cross Country Broncos will be traveling to Lubbock on 
November 3, 2001 to compete in Regional competition. Runners from 
left to right are Seth Prather, Brandon Adkins, Diego Cardona, Wilson 
Wallace, Joe Oliden and Chris Castro. The team is coached by Eddie 
Favila.

submitted
The Sutton County Hospital 

District, Board of Directors, held a 
special called meeting to host a din
ner for potential Steering 
Committee members for the Sutton 
County Health Foundation. The fol
lowing Directors were present: 
Alvis Johnson - President, Lewis 
Allen -Vice President, Virginia 
Epps, Lenora Pool, Sherrill 
Dannheim, Preston Paris, and Mike 
Healy. Also present for the meeting 
’were Melvin Fahs and Tom Mason, 
Health Care Funding Development 
Consultants, Keith Butler, 
Administrator, Kathy Knight, Board 
Secretary, and potential Steering 
Committee members.

Dr. Johnson called the meeting 
to order and declared a quorum was 
present.

Dr. Johnson gave a brief histo
ry of the hospital. Dr. Johnson stat
ed that Roy Hudspeth, a Sutton and 
Crockett County rancher had donat
ed a substantial sum of money to 
construct the facility in memory of 
his wife, Lillian M. Hudspeth. 
Matching funds were collected from 
interested citizens and in record 
time the construction of the hospital 
was begun. Mr. Hudspeth also 
endowed the hospital with over 
12,000 acres of his ranch land to 
support the operation of the facility. 
The hospital opened its doors on 
July 2, 1951.

In the early 1980’s the Hospital 
Board realized that with significant 
Federal changes in Medicare and 
Medicaid and the rapid increase in 
medical cost that the ranch endow
ment would not be able to support 
the hospitals operational needs thus 
began the work to establish a 
Hospital District. The Hospital 
District was established in 
November 1986.

The Hospital District tax rev
enue now provides slightly less than 
48% of the facilities annual budget 
of approximately 2.1 million dol
lars. Funds generated from the 
ranch endowment are used for capi
tal improvements.

Dr. Johnson then introduced 
Keith L. Butler, CEO. Mr. Butler 
outlined the future of the hospital. 
Mr. Butler stated that since the clo
sure of the nursing home and sig
nificant changes in personnel and 
operational management that the 
hospital’s financial situation had 
greatly improved. Butler noted that 
in August of this year, the facility 
was designated as a Critical Access 
Hospital by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services. 
This designation will allow the hos
pital to be reimbursed by Medicare 
on a cost-basis. This reimbursement 
methodology is only reserved for 
mral hospitals and should con
tribute and additional $1(X),000 to 
the hospitals bottom line. Butler 
stated that “in a nutshell” the hospi
tal will provide the same high level 
of care, but actually be reimbursed 
for that care by Medicare. He fur
ther described that Medicare only 
pays about 48 cents for every dollar 
billed, which is a stark contrast to 
most people’s belief that Medicare 
actually pays the entire bill.

Butler described the potential 
for moving thé hospital into the 
now vacant nursing home building. 
He noted that this move would 
allow for improved patient facilities 
as well as a better management of 
current hospital resources. All 
patient care, with the exception of 
Physical Therapy, would be relocat
ed to the new location. Each private 
patient room is two and one half 
times larger than the existing 
patient rooms and each has a pri
vate bath that is wheelchair accessi
ble. Currently, the existing facilities 
are small and the patient bathroom 
facilities are extremely cramped 
and all are not wheelchair accessi
ble. The Emergency department 
would be relocated and expanded to 
a four-bed unit. The current facility 
has one “major” emergency room 
and one treatment room and in dif
ferent hallways. The new emergen
cy department would increase the 
capacity by two beds and would 
allow for better monitoring of sev-

eral patients at a time. Laboratory 
and X-ray facilities would also be 
relocated and both those areas 
would be doubled in size. This 
would allow for better patient and 
staff safety when caring for emer
gency and outpatient service 
patients. The nurse’s station and 
patient registration areas would be 
adjacent to each other. This would 
allow for more efficient staff utiliza
tion and monitoring of patients and 
the Lifeline system. Currently the 
nurse’s station and registration are 
on separate floors causing an 
increase in staffing for coverage of 
both the emergency department and 
patient care areas. Physical Therapy 
will be relocated to the first floor of 
the existing hospital, which would 
allow for easier access for patients 
requiring rehabilitation services. 
The second floor of the hospital 
would be used for storage and non
patient care purpose.

The hospital has consulted with 
a health care architecture firm 
regarding the project. Bringing the 
nursing home building to current 
hospital code would require 1.4 mil
lion dollars. This renovation cost is 
substantially less than the cost of 
constructing a new facility. The ini
tiative will be to complete this pro
ject utilizing funds from capital 
improvement sources such as the 
ranch endowment, grants, and con
tributions. Butler advised that if the 
project could not be completed 
without raising taxes then the pro
ject would not move forward.

Currently a renovation project 
is underway at the existing hospital 
facility. This project includes a cos
metic facelift for the entire down
stairs areas. The lobby and registra
tion area will be remodeled to 
accommodate a confidential regis
tration booth and expanded lobby. 
The lab drawing àrea has been reno
vated and the current emergency 
department will receive a new floor. 
New lobby furniture has been pur
chased as well. All renovated areas

See Hospital Board page 7

Sonora Representatives Attend 2001 Ports-to-Plains Summit
submitted

The Ports-to-Plains Summit was 
held in Lubbock, Texas on October 
25th and 26th at the Lubbock Civic 
Center. This year’s summit was con
sidered a great success with atten
dance by approximately 2(X) people. 
The Pofts-to-Plains Coalition is now 
made up of 60 members up and 
down the Corridor from Denver, 
Colorado to Laredo, Texas. 
Participants were also there from 
Coahuila, Mexico and Canada.

Interest in the Ports-to-Plains 
Coalition and future highway system 
have peeked interest in the route 
from national and international con
cerns. The strength and cohesiveness 
of the membership is now recog
nized as an entity of power and pier- 
suasion. We will, however need to 
continue in our efforts to maintain a 
very visible front to all state and 
national legislators.

The first, and a very major step 
was the designation of the Ports-to- 
Plains route. With this step accom
plished, competition for state and 
federal funds will now be the main 
concern. Being a major player with 
our friends at the Texas Department 
of transportation, we will continue to 
work with them in the planning and 
development of the system.

A Member Meeting was held 
after the close of the summit and

m

Mike Hale, Virgil Polocek, John Tedford, Justin McGeath and Jim  
Stephen discuss the Ports-to-Plains project.

Tommy Amwine was reelected to 
the Ports-to-Plains Board of 
Directors for a 2-year term. Thanks 
to all of Sonora and Sutton County 
for their support in this endeavor 
and for the vision to see the needs of 
future generations in this area.

Thanks also to all of those that 
took the time and made the effort to 
attend the summit. These included 
Mike Hale, Rick Taylor, Jim 
Stephen, Justin McGeath, Virgil 
Polocek, and John Tedford. Sonora

should be proud of the work these 
people put forth on their behalf.

We heard from Senator Robert 
Duncan, Representatives Delwin 
Jones, Carl Isett, David Swinford, 
Pete Gallego, and Gary Walker. 
Also present was Senator Orven 
Laughlin from Oklahoma. By 
video we were addressed by 
Senators Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
and Phil Gramm, State Senator 
Florence Shapiro, and Governor 
Rick Perry.

Trooper Ortiz Makes Double Bust

f  j

he wants kids to know that drugs, 
alcohol and crime are not the only, 
nor the good, choice for them. He is 
also working with the Municipal 
Court, overseeing and making sure 
that assignments are being complet
ed (including community service, 
attending school, etc.). Marshall 
said that he looks forward to work
ing in our small communities.

At approximately 3:10 p.m. on 
October 15, 2001, Texas State 
Trooper Norbert Ortiz was on rou
tine patrol on IH-10 when a west
bound 4-door vehicle was clocked 
at 77 miles per hour in a 70 mile 
zone. Trooper Ortiz stopped the car 
and approached the driver’s side. 
Upon arrival at the vehicle, Ortiz 
noted a strong odor of Marijuana 
coming from inside of the car, that 
was occupied by two males and one 
female.

After asking the driver, Henri 
Márcenles of Panama City, to step 
out of the car. Ortiz informed him 
that he was being issued a written 
warning for the speed violation. 
Further questioning led Trooper 
Ortiz to become suspicious of 
Marceilles and his said destination

Large amounts of money were 
found bundled in this bag.
of El Paso, TX. Upon further inves
tigation, Ortiz found that Marceilles 
was carrying large amounts of 
money on his person. Still further 
investigation of the passengers and 
the vehicle found inconsistency in

See Trooper Bust page 7
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After losing their warehouse in town to an electrical fire last year, Multi- 
Chem has rebuilt! An Open House was held on October 23rd to cele
brate the new facility located in the Industial Park outside of Sonora. 
James and Lois Archer and the staff of Multi-Chem hosted friends with 
a great meal and some good music, while giving tours of the new build
ing. '  _______
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PRIMERA IGLESIA  
BAUTISTA  

Rick Sanchez 
504 Santa Clara 

387-2035

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Jerry Jackson 
304 N. Water 

387-3190

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
T. Wayne Price 

Pastor 
111 E Oak 
387-2951

ST. JOHN’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rev. Ted W. Harris 
404 E. Poplar 

387-2955

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev. Conrad Archer, Pastor 
201 N. Water 

387-2466

S o n o r a  C fiu r c i i  
D ir e c to r y

THE CHURCH OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD 

PRESBYTERIAN 
Lewis Aiien, Pastor 

319 E. Mulberry 
387-2616

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Don Longoria, Pastor 
Corner of Hwy. 277 S. and 

Glasscock

PENTECOSTAL CALVARY 
TEMPLE UNITED 

Randy Greenwood 
Pastor 

509 Amistad 
387-5266

/

TEMPLO JERUSALEM  
ASAMBLEA DE DIOS 

Rev. Santos Beserra, Jr, 
306 W. 4th St. 

387-5713

HOPE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Rev. Charles Huffman^ \  
417 E. 2nd St. 

387-5366

NEW LIFE MINISTRY 
CENTER

Jerry & Joy Wood 
205 E. Main 

387-3241

LA IGLESIA HISPANA 
PENTECOSTAL 
DEL NOMBRE 

DE JESUS. INC. 
387-6072

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Father William DuBuisson, 
O.M.i.

229 W. Plum 
387-2278

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
310 St. Ann’s Street 

387-5658 or 387-5518

NEW HOPE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Don Seigler 
511 Cornell 

387-5207
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FORD

B R O N C H O  F O R D IN G . 
115 N CONCHO 

SONORA, TX 76950 
(915)387-2549

K erbow  
Funeral H om e  

387-2266

O b H u A tie s

\ o  o

L n i i i á ) i re c to ry

Dairy Queen 
134 Hwy. 277 N. 

387-2118 
La Mexicana 

240 N. Hwy 277 
387-3401 
Pizza Hut 

401 Hwy. 277 N. 
387-3540

Sutton County Steakhouse 
1306 N. Service Rd 

387-3833
Stagecoach Grill & Cantina 

407 South Crockett 
387-0623 

Taco Grill 
232 Hwy. 277 N. 

387-9127
Town & Country Subway 

610 S. Crockett 
387-6181

Town & Country - Country Kitchen 
903 N. Crockett Ave. 

387-2169
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Carolyn Lou Hall Sloan
Carolyn Lou Hall Sloan, for

merly of Sonora, died October 19, 
2001 in Hospice San Antonio after 
an extended illness. Following cre
mation, Carolyn’s remains were 
buried October 27 in the Hall fami
ly plot in Sonora in a private grave
side service. All arrangements were 
under the direction of Kerbow 
Funeral Home.

The daughter of the late G.H. 
“Hix” Hall and Catherine Creagh 
Hall, Carolyn was bom in Fort 
Worth, Texas on April 27,1943. She 
spent her early life in Sonora, 
attending the Sonora Public 
Schools. She graduated from 
Denton High School, and attended 
Texas Women’s University and 
Arlington State University.

A son, Hugh Bartley Sloan and 
a daughter and son-in-law, Christy

Marie Sloan and John Harvey, sur
vive Carolyn. Bart is an attorney in 
Dallas, and Chris and John both 
teach high school in San Antonio. 
The children’s father is Jim Sloan of 
San Antonio. Carolyn is also sur
vived by her sister and brother-in- 
law, Cynthia and Albert Ward of 
Sonora, as well as many cousins.

Carolyn had lived for many 
years in Houston where she was 
employed as a legal secretary, most 
recently with Sheinfield, Maley & 
Kay. She attended the Champion 
Forest Baptist Church and was 
active in various Church groups. 
She had recently moved to San 
Antonio.

Sonorans will especially 
remember her for her very personal 
and endearing rendition of “Buttons 
and Bows”, accompanied by her 
mother.

Don L. Armitage
Don L. Armitage, 49, of 

Shawnee, Oklahoma passed away 
Friday, October 19, 2001 in a 
Norman Hospital.

Services were held Monday, 
October 22, 2001 at 2:00 p.m. in 
Roesch-Walker Funeral Chapel with 
Rev. Carol Robertson officiating. 
Interment followed in Sunnyside 
Cemetery, North of Meeker, 
Oklahoma. Arrangements were with 
Roesch-Walker Funeral Chapel.

Don was bora March 11, 1952 
in Chandler, Oklahoma to Fay and 
Pauline (Jackson) Armitage. He 
attended Shawnee Schools.

He married Esther Wakolee on 
April 15,1994 in Anson, Texas. Don 
was employed in Offshore Drilling 
with Veritas Drilling Co. in

Houston, Texas. He served in the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam, a member of 
the Pentecostal Church and was a 
member of the VFW.

Don is survived by his wife, 
Esther, 2 sons; Donny Lee 
Armitage, Jr. of Shawnee, and 
Daniel Armitage of Oklahoma City, 
OK, 2 daughters; Deanna Armitage 
of Shawnee and Ashley Armitage, 2 
brothers; Mont Armitage of 
Tecumseh and Wade Armitage of 
Shawnee, 3 sisters; Sharon Daniel 
of Meeker, Barbara Bailey of 
Duncan, OK, Cheryl Seism of 
Salido, TX; 1 step-son and daugh- 
ter-in-law Arnold and Becky Terry 
of Big Spring, Texas; a grandson, 2 
step grandsons, 3 nieces and 2 
nephews.

Bir^ Amunmeemente

Mitzi and Damon Kelley are proud to announce 
the arrival of their daughter

Katelyn Elizabeth Kelley
born October 19, 2001 at 2:21 p.m. at 

Baptist St. Anthony's Hospital 
in Amarillo, Texas.

She weighed 8  lbs. 5 ozs. and was 19 3 /4"  long. 
F^oud maternal Grandparents are 

John Wesley and Avis Joy.
Paternal Grandparents are 

Jerry and Viva Kelley of Miami, Texas, r

Brady and Anna Johnson of San Angelo, Texas, 
announce the birth of their son,

Wilson Marcus Johnson.
Bom at 1:24 p.m. Wednesday, October 10, 2001, at Shannon 
Medical Center, San Angelo, Texas. He weighed 8  pounds, 8  
ounces, and measured 21 inches in length, with red hair and 

blue eyes. Dr. Robert Meyer delivered the baby. 
Maternal Grandparents are Jerry Don and Mary Adele Balch 

of Sonora, Texas. Paternal Grandparents are Jerry and Eleanor 
Johnson of San Saba, Texas. Wilson is the great-grandson of 

Emma Johnson of San Saba, Texas.
Wilson was welcomed home by his sister, Mary Kyle Johnson 

and his Sonora cousins, John Duke Hudson and Word B. 
„Hudson and his San Angelo cousins, Zackary Ryan Johnson, 
IT Jared Walker Johnson and Travis Owen Johnson.

Dean’s List
A total of 2 students from this area are among the approximately 

140,000 students included in the 24th Annual Edition of The National 
Dean ’i  List, 2000 - 2001. Erin Payton at Texas A&M University and Ernest 
Perez at the University of Texas at San Antonio are the Sonora students. 
The National Dean’s List, published by Educational Communications, Inc., 
is the largest recognition program and publication in the nation honoring 
high achieving college students.

Students are selected for this honor by their college deans, registrars 
or honor society advisiors and must be in the upper 10% of their class, on 
their school’s “Dean’s List”, or have earned a comparable honor. Listed 
students are eligible to compete for $50,000 in scholarship awards funded 
by the publisher, and may also use a referral service for future employment 
opportunities.

Esther Sadler Vaillant
Esther Sadler Valliant peaceful

ly passed away the 21st day of 
October 2001.

Mrs. Valliant was bom March 
19, 1900, in Glen Rose, Texas. Her 
parents, pharmacist and County 
Judge A.L. Sadler and his wife 
Hattie Jarusha Andress, were early 
settlers in Glen Rose. She married 
William Devers Valliant on 
February 26, 1928, in Commanche, 
Texas. Mrs. Valliant joined the order 
of the Eastern Star in Glen Rose in 
1926 and moved her membership to

Fort McKavett Lodge # 783 when 
she moved to the ranch with her 
husband.

She is survived by her daughter. 
Fleurette Carmichael Eby of San 
Angelo, and three grandchildren 
David Eby of Butte, MT., Suzann 
Eby-Martinez of San Angelo, TX 
and Darryl Eby of Fluff Dale, TX. 
Services will be private. Burial will 
be at Sonora Cemetery beside 
beloved husband and father, Devers 
Valliant.

Wilma Hutcherson Friend
Wilma H. Friend, 82, formerly 

of Ozona, Texas, peacefully passed 
away Tuesday, October 23, 2001, in 
San Angelo, Texas, in the presence 
of her family and close friends.

Graveside services were in 
Ozona at 11:00 a.m. Friday, October 
26, in Cedar Hill Cemetery with 
Preddy Funeral home conducting 
services.

Wilma was bom May 29, 1919. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, B .W  and Lucille 
Hutcherson; one sister, Wynona 
Scroggins; two brothers, James 
Hutcherson and Rex Hutcherson; 
her husband, Batts Friend; and son, 
Benny Friend.

“Nana” as her grandchildren 
called her, is survived by her son 
and daughter-in-law, Clayton and 
Joanie Friend; her grandchildren, 
Lee Friend, Francine Friend, Joe 
and Raydell Friend, Clay and 
Debbie Friend, Zane and Lisa 
Friend, Todd and Angela Friend, her 
great-grandchildren, LaShey, 
Cheyenne, Joe Batts, Madison and 
Abby; several nieces and nephews, 
Eddie, Dannie and Krista Klebold; 
two sisters-in-law, Jeannie 
Hutcherson and Louise Hutcherson; 
a special friend, Mary Coker, many- 
cherished relatives; and a host of 
friends all very dear to her.

Wilma liked to stay busy. She 
graduated from Sonora High School 
and attended Denton Women’s 
College where she majored in 
music. She gave piano and organ 
lessons to many students in Sonora 
and Ozona for several years. Many 
times she would play her organ for a 
dance at the Ozona Country Club on 
Saturday night and for church on 
Sunday morning at the Ozona 
Methodist Church.

Wilma loved to cook and enter-

l  ̂ t fe;.. . - ,

tain for all her friends of her family 
when she lived on the ranch in 
Crockett County. She also loved to 
travel. She went on six different 
cruises with the last one in 
September 2001. She was a member 
of the Eastern Star in Sonora, Texas 
for more than 50 years. To entertain 
herself in the solitude of living at 
home on the ranch, she started con
structing miniature old-time country 
street scenes out of- wood and just 
about anything she could find. She 
even entered some in the San 
Angelo Stock Show Arts and Crafts 
show. Her failing eyesight eventual
ly slowed her down and she couldn’t 
continue with this hobby, but she 
didn’t let it get her down. She even 
laughed at herself one time when 
she beat a leaf to pieces with a fly
swatter thinking it was a bug on the 
floor. She started watching 
NASCAR car races on television 
with her son Clayton and could tell 
you the names of several of the 
drivers although she couldn’t see 
them. She enjoyed life.

A special word of thanks from 
Wilma and her family goes to the 
staff at the Royal Estates where she 
was made to fee! at home away from 
her home and also to the caring ICU 
unit at the Shannon Medical Center.

Pallbearers were James “Butch” 
Hutcherson, Brian Hutcherson, 
Wade Stokes, Eddie Klebold, Tuffy 
Whitehead, Glen Richardson, Olie 
Smith and Stanley Mayfield. 
Honorary pallbearers were'James A. 
Carter, Joe Sanchez and Eddie Hale.

The family stayed at the W.E. 
and Mary Friend home in Ozona the 
morning of the funeral hosted by 
Carol and Tuffy Whitehead and 
Rosalie and Glen Richardson.

Memorials may be sent to a 
favorite charity.

Ronnie Cox 
loves

being your 
Pharmacist

Senior Center News
Nov. 5 - Bingo!
Nov. 7 - TRAX Van to San Angelo! Call 387-2509
Nov. 8 - Crafts!
Nov. 9 - Senior Solutions Program with Keith Forrest. Noon. 

Senior Menu
Nov. 5 - Chicken supreme, herbed new potatoes, green salad, roll, 

milk, cherry cobbler.
Nov. 6 - Steak fingers with gravy, mixed vegetables, mashed 

potatoes, roll, orange, milk.
Nov. 7 - Vermilion with ground beef, pinto beans, tossed salad, 

mixed fruit cup, milk.
Nov. 8 - Baked chicken, augratin potatoes, Italian vegetables, roll, 

white cake with caramel icing, milk.
Nov. 9 - Baked ham, green beans, sweet potatoes, roll, juice, 

peanut butter cookie.

Lunch is served Monday thru Friday at 12:00 Noon.
$1.50 donation is suggested fo r  those 60+ and $4.00 fo r  others.

*Menu is subject to change. *

Community

Oct. 31
Early Voting on Bond Election 

begins Oct. 31 - Nov. 13 
Nov. 6 - Elementary • Nov. 9 - High School 

Nov. 17 - Election Day 
Nov. 10

33rd Annual Game Dinner 
6:(X) p.m. • Civic Center

The Community Calendar

THE.

BANK&TRUST
Member FDIC

207 N Hwy 277 N - 387-2593

Calendar

Nov. 12
County Food Show 

5:30 p.m. ‘ Civic Center 
7:00 p.m. - Awards Ceremony 

Nov. 12
Hospital Educational Seminar 

11:30 a.m. -2:00 p.m.

is made possible by :

P.O. MX 7M - SONOMA. TIXAS TMH 
(fm W’-SMI

Member FDIC

L etters To T h e E ditor P o lic y
The Devil’s River News encourages letters from its readers. Letters should be to the point, typed if at all possible and signed. Name, address and 

telephone number should be included for verification purposes. Letters will be printed on a space available basis. Letters should stick with issues, and 
not simply be personal attacks. Letters endorsing a particular position on issues of local interest will be accepted, however letters endorsing a candidate 

for political office will not be accepted. We reserve the right to edit for length, content, and potentially libelous statements.
Letters to the Editor published in this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the position of this publication on any subject. 
Correspondence should be mailed to : The Devil’s River News-Letters to the Editor, 228 East Main, Sonora TX. 76950.

Email us at editor@sonoratx.net

mailto:drn@sonoratx.net
mailto:billing@sonoratx.net
mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
mailto:editor@sonoratx.net
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by Jo-Ann E. Palmer, Secretary
Q. When was the house on the 

corner of Concho and Poplar 
Streets built?

A. The home at 202 S. Concho, 
locally referred to as the "Aldwell 
House," was purchased by Mr. W. 
L. Aldwell, of the First National 
Bank, in October of 1900 according 
to the Devil’s River News. Deed 
records show actual transfer of the 
property for $2,000 on November 
14 and November 25,1900 from D. 
Drake. Aldwell did not build the 
house.

The Devil’s River News of 
May 2, 1891 reports the wedding of 
Max Mayer and Adelia Drake. They 
were married Wednesday, April 29, 
1891 at Emerald, Crockett County. 
After the wedding, the wedding 
party from Sonora escorted them to 
Sonora, where they were to make 
their home. They arrived here on 
Thursday, April 30th but stayed at 
the Traweek House.

On September 24, 1891, filed 
September 25, 1891, Max Mayer 
bought the property at 202 S. 
Concho. He and his bride moved 
into their home during the week of 
October 10, 1891. Extensive addi
tions and improvements were made 
to the property during their resi
dence to accommodate their grow
ing family. December 25, 1895 they 
had a baby girl, Guida Esther 
Mayer who married James Allen 
Wilson and died in 1973 in Alpine. 
On February 5, 1898 another 
daughter was added to the family, 
Lorene Adelia Mayer, who married 
George Lei and Eberle died 
November 19, 1919 in Fort Worth. 
The family moved to Fort Worth

where Francis Adrienne Mayer was 
bom on August 11, 1899 and mar
ried William Loyd Webb in San 
Antonio in 1921, and we don’t have 
any other records on her in our files. 
Max Mayer died in 1922 while on a 
business trip to Mexico City, 
Mexico. Adelia Mayer died in 1924 
in Del Rio. They were both buried in 
Mission Burial Park, San Antonio.

The house was a wood frame 
home. Wooden siding, a long deco
rative porch with decorative mold
ings and cleverly added bay window 
tied the additions together. Looking 
at this picture you can see where 
additions were made on the home by 
checking the spacing of windows, 
different chimneys, small added sec
tion on the rear. Max and Adelia did
n’t build the first home on the lot, 
but made so many additions and 
improvements, doubling the size of 
the house, that they deserve credit 
for most of what is standing today. 
Over the years the Aldwell’s main
tained the home much as when they 
had it on the inside, making small 
changes to progress over the years. 
They did add a large office/residence 
to the property, roughly in the area 
of the old stables.

Many homes in Sonora were 
changed by buying a second small 
house and adding it onto the side of 
the first, and tying them together 
with decorative work. In the 1930's 
it became a popular practice to have 
homes rocked. This house and the 
one next to it, which was moved 
over from the other side of the draw 
by the Aldwell family, were both 
wood frame homes until they were 
rocked.

Q. Were there any Indians in

W.L. Aldwell Home

Fox-Fisher Wed

Sutton County?
A. Long before so called civi

lization came Indians inhabited this 
area. There are many reports of raids 
and battles with soldiers in the 
records of the cavalry stationed at 
local forts in the early days. One of 
the earliest mentions of proof of 
their residence in the Devil’s River 
News was recorded on April 18, 
1891- Sol Mayer, Will Fields, 
George Babbitt, Steve Murphy, F. 
Vander Stucken, C. J. C opel^d of 
Ballinger, S. G. Tayloe, W. R. 
Rudicil, and Mike Murphy, made a 
visit to the famous painted cave in 
Field’s pasture, Sunday, which was 
discovered by John C. Goodwin the 
barber, one evening while out hunt
ing and afterwards explored by John 
C. Goodwin and Fayette Myers. The 
entrance is made by going down a 
shaft of about 16 feet deep; is light
ed by four apertures and is about 25 
by 50 paces large, the roof is paint
ed with red paint and the drawings 
are very distinct and well executed 
and proves that it was a civilized, 
though warlike tribe that first settled 
in the Stockman’s Paradise.

Since a young person asked this 
question we suggest they go to the 
library and look up the wealth of 
information on Indians that roamed 
this area in the early days. You will 
find information on the tribes that 
lived or migrated through this area 
following the buffalo and a wealth 
of other information on the earliest 
inhabitants of Texas. Between the 
library books and computerized 
records you can find much more 
information on local Indians than 
we can supply in our column.

Q. Who was T. D. Newell?
A. Tftbmas Delano* Nerwelp 

nicknamed.Teddy, was .married, ta  . 
Ethel Rebecca Phillips. He came to 
Texas from Ohio, was a rancher and 
on December 1, 1894 bought the 
water works for $794. He paid $94 
down. The, Devil’s River News of 
January 10, 1891 states he is sp>end- 
ing $2500 on building but doesn’t 
specify where. We know he owned 
property on Poplar Street and sever
al ranching properties. After he pur
chased the water works he made 
massive improvements to it. In 1913 
he sold the water works to J. D. 
Eaton. The Devil’s River News of

March 26, 1921 states he died in 
Uvalde. There is a record of a 
daughter, Irene, being born on 
August 31, 1903 in Sonora.

Q. Do the old papers have any 
record of a marriage of Fannie Ellis 
around 1900?

A. Devil’s River News, 
September 27, 1902 - Married at the 
Court House in Sonora on Monday 
September 22, 1902, Miss Fannie 
Ellis to Mr. Thomas Trimble, Rev. 
Nath Thompson officiating. The 
bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Ellis of Owenville and 
the groom is a well known young 
stockman of the Menardville coun
try and a brother to Mrs. R: E. 
Glasscoek of Sonora.

Sutton County Marriage 
Records indicate in Vol. 1, page 84, 
that T. L. Trimble and Fannie Ellis 
were married on September 22, 
1902.

Q. When did I have diphtheria?
A. Devil’s River News, 

September 6, 1935, Three Homes 
Under Quarantine for Diphtheria - 
Phillip Cooper, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred Cooper, was reported by his 
mother Thursday afternoon as 
"doing nicely." She stated that his 
illness had not been a severe one 
and that he was improving in a 
pleasing manner.

The other two Were Carl 
Maddox and Mrs. W. W. Green. 
Hayden Allen "Chink" Glasscock 
died from the disease on September 
1, 1935.

If you have any questions con
cerning Sutton County history send 
them to "Ask the Historical 
Society," P.O. Box 885, Sonora, TX 
769.50;P885 9 r. e-mail them to 
schS@ionoratx.net! You may call 

- me at- 91-§-3^7-285-5.--Someone 
called the other day and wanted a 
copy of the Sonora Telephone 
Directory for 1920. We located the 
directory, copied it, but lost the slip 
of paper I wrote your address on. 
Please give me a call so we can mail 
it out to you. Thank you! This isn’t 
the first mistake I’ve admitted to in 
this paper and until the offices are 
ready and we have more room to 
organize things, it probably won’t 
be the last. I do apologize to the 
caller.

::
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher

Stacy Ann Fox and David Alan 
Fisher were married in a double ring 
ceremony at the First United 
Methodist Church in Sonora on 
September 22, 2001.

Reverend Jim Stephen of 
Sonora performed the ceremony. 
Sister of the groom, Tammy Fisher 
of Sonora performed a special poet
ry reading she wrote for the couple 

I #  and friends of the bride and groom, 
Lizzie Chavez and Kristen 
Hardgrave graced the ceremony 
with beautiful special music.

The bride is the daughter of 
Cathy and Lonnie Fox of Sonora 
and the granddaughter of Dinah and 
Rodney Fox of Freer and Dolores 
Yates of Jacksonville, Arkansas.

The bridegroom is the son of 
Linda and Glen Fisher of Sonora 
and the grandson of Allie and Vestal 
Askew of Sonora ’ and Pauline 
Fisher of Knox City.

The bride’s dress was a satin 
gown with a lace-up bodice 
trimmed in pearls and sequins with 
a chapel length train and she carried 
a bouquet of ivory champagne 
roses. Maid of Honor was college 
friend of the bride, Laurie 
Lookingbill of Lubbock.

Bridesmaids were Danielle 
Fox, sister of the bride and friends 
of the bride, Blair Crain of San 
Angelo and Joann Gore of 
Lubbock.

The bridesmaids wore cham
pagne satin floorlength a-line 
gowns with matching satin wraps.

Flower girls, Paige and Alexa 
Love-Sykes of Sonora, were 
adorned in white satin gowns with

beaded and sequined bodices.
The best man was lifelong 

friend of the groom, John Paul 
Hudman of Dallas.

Groomsmen were friends of the 
groom Davis Hale and Josh 
Burnham of Sonora and Robby 
Keyton of Lubbock.

The groomsmen wore tradition
al black tuxedos with black vests 
and champagne ties.

The groom wore a traditional 
black tuxedo with a champagne vest 
and tie.

Ushers were friends of the 
groom, Caleb Barker of Lubbock, 
John Jones of Houston, Chris Neal 
of San Angelo, Walker Wallace of 
Sonora and best friend of the bride, 
Dustin Dillard of College Station. 
Colton Lee was the ring bearer and 
Sky Yates was the bible bearer, both 
cousins of the bride.

The reception followed at the 
Sonora Civic Center.

The brides cake was a five tier 
laced Italian creme cake decorated 
with fresh alstomeria and the 
groom’s cake was a red velvet cake 
with a Texas Tech theme. A mexican 
fiesta buffet was served to the 
guests. The house party included 
friends of the bride Kolleen 
Freudiger and Kristen Hardgrave 
and cousin of the bride Leigh Ann 
Fox.

The happy couple honey
mooned at the Moon Palace resort 
near Cancún, Mexico and now make 
their new home in San Antonio, 
Texas.

GETTING MARRIED? ^
Call Victoria Richardson
Save money on beautiful, quality bridal, 

bridesmaids, flower girl and Motitier of the Bride dresses 
and put the savings toward something else!!

Also available, quincenera and first communion dresses.
* Sizea from 1 to 30 *

Shop now  for all your 
special occasions and  enjoy 

the convenience of 
local a lterations and  fittings

For more information call Victoria at 915-387-5280 
Victoria@sonoratx.net Se habla español!

“When you 
have a claim, 

my goal is 
^st, fair, 

convenient
service.

See State Farm Agent: 
Sam Dillard

200 E Main Street 
Sonora, TX 

915-387-3893

4f>

G ifts  
G alore & M ore

9riM
Mrs. Richard Calentine nee Brandy Wallace 

Allison Brumfield bnde elect of Coley Thompson

w w w .giftsgaloreandm ore-sonora.com  
417 Hwy. 277 N.

387-2541

Sonora  A r t ,  com
B r id a l R e g is tr y

Allison Brumfield bride elect of Colely Thompson 
Mrs. David Fisher nee Stacy Fox

Sonora's First Art & Gift Gallery 
259 N. H wy. 277 N  • 387-7200 

I—  I

Ol’ Sonora  
Trading Com pany

Bridal Selection

A llison  Brum field bride elect o f  C oley Thom pson

m E R LE n o R m f l i i -
C O S M E T I C  S T U D I O S

121 North Hwy. 277 387-5507

e & M a r e

Don't Miss Our m
November Specials!

!Ä ® [F [F
GIFT ITEMS

(with a few exceptions)

4 1 7  H w y  2 7 7  N . 
3 8 7 -2 5 4 1

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.^
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (not in NJ)

State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ) • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

statefarm.com™

c

di’-X ZV
-ZItuo

U J X I V A
AHA T O N E RNOWMAL-'OtLT

^  UlCRLe noRmorii L U X IV AriRMINQ NECK / i j '  CHEST ------

= noRmfiii
-  «9G1

FREE"^ G ift W ith Purchase
You'U receive a IVU.-SIZli 

LUXIVA® Ultra Lipcolor with SPF 1 5 
Plus convenieni travel-sizes of:

LUXIVA® AHA Toner Normal/Oily 
LUXIVA® Energizing Concentrate 

LUXIVA* Firming Neck and Chest Creme

"FREE with the purchase of two or more Merle Norman cosmetic products. Cosmetic 
acces,sories not included. Offer valid while supplies last at participalinn .Merle Norman 
Cosmetic Studios beginning November I 5. 2001. IJmil one per customer.

o r  S on ora  T rad in g  Co.
121 N. Hwy 277 • 387-5507 

Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

In d e p e n d e n t ly  ow ned  an d  o p e ra ted .

n r i E R L E  n o R m R n
: O  S  M  E  T  I  C  S  T  I J D I O S

mailto:schS@ionoratx.net
mailto:Victoria@sonoratx.net
http://www.giftsgaloreandmore-sonora.com
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Pavers Available At Public Library YMCA Broncos To Play In Superbowl
Sonora Woman’s Club is once again selling engraved pavers for the 

walkways at the Sutton County Public Library. Deadline to submit your 
order is December 31, 2001. Price is $30 each and includes pavers engraved 
with one or two lines of 16 spaces each. All profits will go to support the 
Sutton County Public Library. Call Sharon Holman 387-7046, Barbara 
Jennings 387-2974 or Gerry Ingham 387-3105 for more information. Forms 
to use for ordering the pavers are available at the Sutton County Public 
Library.

Paver #

Paver #

Name__
Address_ 
City____

Phone

AMT Enclosed. 
76950. Make^ 
Library Assoc?

turn to SWX, Box 1402, Sonora, TX 
to SWCLA ( Sonora Woman’s Club

Troop 19 Attends Campboree At 
Camp Sol Mayer_________________
Submitted

The Sonora Boy Scout Troop 
19 attended the Concho Valley 
Campboree at the BSA Camp Sol 
Mayer located north of Fort 
McKavett October 19 & 20th. The 
theme of the campboree was "Cook- 
o-Ree" and the scouts competed in 6 
events.

The events were Grocery Store 
(menus and costing). Flapjack Relay 
(start a fire, cook a pancake and eat 
it, 8 minutes for Troop 19), Utensil
less cooking (core an orange, break 
an egg into the rind, cook it over 
charcoal and eat the egg). Cooking 
Gadgets (Troop 19 designed 2 
tripods out of clear stays lashed 
together with a medal rod across to 
cook over a fire). First Aid (use of 
orienteering skills to find injured

person, treat injured person). Food 
Kim's Game (remember 20 items in 
a box, 30 seconds to examine con
tents).

The afternoon demonstrations 
offered information on cooking with 
a Dutch Oven. The scouts used this 
information while preparing for the 
evening potluck meal. The scouts 
provided beef stew, Dutch oven bis
cuits, and a green salad.

The lowering of the flag cere
mony included introduction of the 2 
newest Eagle Scouts; both were 
from Troop 19, Matthew Glasscock 
and Roland Solis. Scouts attending 
this Campboree were Ty Love, 
Shane Love, Steven Barthélémy, 
Mark Holman, Travis Valliant, and 
Justin Northcott. Scoutmaster 
Lewis Allen and Sharon Holman 
accompanied the troop.

- v /

School Lunch Menu •  Nov. 5 - Nov. 9
Breakfast

Mon. - Egg & ham burrito, assorted juice.
Tues. - Banana nut inujfin, fruit, assorted juice.
Wed.- Cinnamon roll, applesauce, assorted juice.
Thurs.- Scrambled eggs, toast/jelly, assorted juice. "
Fri.- Bean & cheese burrito, fruit, assorted juice.

Milk and cereal offered with all breakfasts.

Lunch
Mon. - Corn dog, pork & beans, fruit, spice bar.
Tues. -Macaroni & beef, mixed vegetables, orange wedges, hot 

roll.
Wed. - Grilled Haiti .sandwich, vegetable soup, apple half, crackers. 
Thurs. - Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes, green beans, fruit, hot roll. 
Fri. - Cheeseburger, French fries, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, pudding.

SPONSORED BY: SoHora Hardware

■Ä -.
The 2001 “Super Bowl” of YMCA Football will be played on November 3rd 
at Lake View Stadium. Sonora will be represented by the Pee Wee Broncos 
and the Heavy Weight Broncos. The Pee Wee Broncos will play the Pee Wee 
Cowboys at 12:00 p.m The Heavy Weight Broncos will play the Heavy 
Weight Titans at 6:40 p.m. Come support these future Broncos and show San 
Angelo what Sonora is made of.

L etter to  th e  E ditor
Dear Editor:

I have four children in the 
Bronco Band. Two play the big bass 
drums, one is a flag member, the 
other in the 8th grade ready to join 
them. My senior daughter had never 
been in band, but Mr. Bedwell saw 
that she needed to be in band to help 
her surpass a pain. I cannot believe 
how well she has done, never played 
or marched, ever! I know she makes 
mistakes, but she is trying. I wanted 
Sonora folks to know this about Mr. 
Bedwell's faith in a young girl. She 
beats her drum proudly. Watch out 
for her, she is the only tiny one with 
a drum bigger than she is.

But, what I wanted to really say 
to some people is this; that our 
Bronco Band felt kind of sad and 
hurt Friday night. I have seen just 
how hard and long they practice. I 
could not attend the game, but dur
ing half-tirrie, I asked my husband to 
take me and we double parked 
behind the scoreboard. I know the 
Mason band is big and awesome. I 
could hear the Sonora side roaring 
loudly at their entrance and every 
piece they played. Yes, they were 
good. Even giving them a standing 
ovation. They deserved it, I agree 
with you. But, when our own little 
army of band warriors marched in, I 
couldn't hear a roar. People, they are 
small in number, but brave enough

to face a bigger army with so much 
pride. Each playing the best that they 
could. They looked and sounded so 
great from over the fence. When 
Miss Desiree Gonzales and Manuel 
Campos played their solo they 
deserved a louder roar and a standing 
ovation, too. They played so fantas
tic. I felt so proud of them. I didn't 
hear a roar after every piece they, the 
band, played. These little things are 
noticed by the kids. One told me, 
"we played our best. Mom, we 
missed you, we couldn't hear your 
yelling" but, I was yelling over the 
fence. I know Sonora has always 
backed them in every way, but our 
roars are what they want to hear in 
front of the bigger army. It makes 
them feel bigger with pride, like we 
are with them. I pray that we will 
roar so loud for them in the upcom
ing games. They will face the greater 
army band of Eldorado on our home 
ground. To see this little army of 
warriors march down the field with 
so, much pride, shining and enjoying 
their every step, proud to belong to 
Sonora. This is worth the loudest of 
roars. These kids belong to all of us. 
They are truly the MIGHTY Bronco 
Band.

A proud Mom and fan,
God Bless us All!
Nelda Yorba

“This is a Sample ballot for the Sonora ISD bond election scheduled for 
November 17. Early voting will be Wednesday, October 31 through 

Tuesday, November 13 at the Administration Building”

SPECIAL ELECTION
(ELECCION ESPECIAL)

SONORA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
(DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE SONORA)

NOVEMBER 17, 2001
(17 de noviembre de 2001)

OFFICIAL BALLOT
(BOLETA OFICIALA

INSTRUCTION NOTE: PIk »  in  T  In th« m uM
(NOTADEINSTWCaON: Pongt una’X'en 
votar.)

li fo vuts.
'í'aa/usíúd i^ora

ION

□  AGANSff£A/COW

OF $8,»60^ BpND̂  FOR CONSIBUCTINQ, RENOVATINQ 
bUPPlNQ SCHOOL BUlDtRQS IN 'THE D^Tl^T. ANO THE LEVYlNQ 
E TAX M PAYMENT'nCR£0F

^(LA SMISION ÜE $8,950,000 DE BONOS PARA CONSTRUIR, RENOVAR, Y 
EQUIPAR LOS EDIFiaOS ESCOLARES EN EL DISTRÍTO, Y LA lUPOSíOON 
DEL MPUES rO EN PAGO DE ESOS)

F.Y.I.
Friday, November 2nd, is the last day to tu rn  in your recipes for the 
Hudspeth Hospital Auxiliary's Cookbook. Response from the commu
nity has been grrat, but we want to let everyone tonow that the deadline is 
here for turning in their recipes. Please take Óicm to Janalya Jones at the 
4-H Center or Vallrce Draper.

BRONCO SEND OFF, Friday, November ,2nd between 4:00 p.m and 
4 1  ̂ p m The Sonora Bioncos will be leaving to pl.ij the \\,tll ILiwls 
Show your support - decorate your windows, hang signs, balloons, stream 
ei-.. make nol^e, bubbles stand on the sueet cheenng, Iu>nk youi horns 
T 1C team bus will be e.stortcd by the Siiiiiira Fire Department trucks, the 
Sonoia Police and Sutton ( ouniv Sheiilt vehicles The tentative route wiM 
bf Inuii the Field House h< i'ruckctt and ntirih to Ilwy 277. The m.iiii 
sendoff aica will 1» approxiiiiaiuly one imic north of town on Hwy 27“ 
Come out to support the Biontos a.s they Havel to Wall to deletid the 
Disiriot Championship.

Cub .Smut Pack 19 will be bolding their annual Fowl Drive on Sunday 
November 4th from 3:00 p.m . - 5:00 p.m. AH canned ^aods will be 
dori.itcd 1(1 the Mini.steiial .Mliance to be disuibuted in ('hii.stina.s Baskets

'I he Knighl.s of Colum bus and M ain S treet Program  A nnual 
'1 hnnksgiving Dinner wiih Turkey &. Irimming.s will lie Novcmbci 18 
2iXM, Murimg at 12:lK) pm  ai the Sutton County í Tmo Center, liv e  
l-nicrtainmeni will lie puividcd. Seninr (Tti/eiis Fal Ftbc Donations 
Accepnd' Tor more inti.iniatioii c.ill Mike Villanueva .u .^S7-53fO, Joe 
San Miguel at 387-(iO«3 oi 2?7 lfi(i2 nr Ann Kay at 3S7-2248

Sonoiii LSD Bond Election Date.s: Faily voting: Oei 31 Nov. 13 lioin 
8 fXi a m 4:00 p.m weekday.s at the Adininisirdtinn Building. Rianeli 
Early Voting: Tuesday, Nov. 6 from 5:30 - 7:30‘p.m. at the Elementary 
Silio '1 Teaehei WorkriKirn and Friday. Nov. 9 tioin 4 30 - 7.00 p m  :ii 
H!;',1i ScIkwI l.ibraiv Flection D.iy is Nov 17 liom 7 (V) a ra - 7 00 p m 
at |■ le „ I^ tt  1 - Suilcin County Civic Cciiler. Precinel 2  Sonora J u iim i  
Hieli Civin, I'leeinci 3 - .Sutton Couiirv ('ouithouse, }*icv,inci 4 - Sonora

Renieniber the Sutton I «. Sr. Center will be closed .Monday, Nov. 12th
foi Veieran's Day. Sign up for Holiday meals The. center will also be 
dosed torTlunksgiviiig cn Thursday & I riday. Nov 22 A. 23 Seniors aie 
needeil tor the exercise classes on Tuesd.iy. The van trip (su Nov 2nd will 
be Wediie.sday the 14lli because ot the TTianLsgiving llcilidays. .Sign up

New Life Ministries is offering Bible-based classes each ’Diesday after
noon and evening, for anyone interested in understanding personality 
strengths and weaknesse.s, and how to change weaknesses to strengths, 
how to bring beating for emotional wound-s, how to live without the need 
to control, and how to define and destroy the self-destructive patterns in 
your life. See ad in Cia.ssified Section for.more informatioii.

Sonora FFA will begin their annual Ranch House meat sales on October 
25 for deliveries on November 13 and December 12.

The Dee Ora Masonic Lodge is sponsoring a Pancake 
Supper before the Eldorado football game, November 9th, from 
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at the High School Commons area. The 
cost will be $5. Proceeds will go to provide Scholarships for the 
2001 Senior Class. This is the only fund raiser for this cause 
and the Lodge is hoping to raise at least $2000.

United Blood Services To Be In Sonora
Contact: Sherry Morton; Johnna Pevey

San Angelo, TX - United Blood Services will be in Sonora for a com
munity blood drive on Thursday, November 1st. It will be held at Louis 
Dreyfus on Hwy. 277 South, from 12:00 to 6:00 PM. Call Patsy Samaniego 
at 387-3588 or United Blood Services at l-8(X)-756-0024 for an appoint
ment.

"The Sonora community has always shown great support when we have 
a’blood drive" said SheiTy MortOn, Community Relations Representiitive. 
"We would like to thank Louis Dreyfus and Sonora residents for their sup
port."

Donors must be at least 17 years old, weigh more than 110 pounds and 
be in good health. We also ask that you have proof of identification and 
know the names of any medication you may have taken in the past 30 days.

United Blood Services is the area's not-for-profit provider. In order to 
supply the 12 area hospitals, United Blood Services must collect more than 
300 units each week. Blood products have a shelf life of 5 to 42 days. We 
need your help. If you would like to make an appointment to give blood, 
please call 653-1307. Please try to make an appointment. It will help you 
get in and out in a timely manner.

Happy Birthdoy
November 1

Curry Campbell, Ricardo Steele, Baylen Crites, Joy Wood, Danny 
White, Christian Harper, Salvador Trinidad

November 2
Lee Gandar, Michael Whitehurst, Megan Berry, Becky Purvis, Bridget 
Maloney

November 3
Jesse Crain, Jerry Watkins, Caleb Taylor, Keri Rennels

November 4
Ben Pool, Skyler Wood, Vivian Van Zandt, Carla Gonzalez, Bubba 
Alewine

November 5
Jason Chadwick, Kylie Johnson, Jose Longoria, Earl Johnson, Terry 
Surridge, Thomas Adkins, Bruce Kerbow

November 6
Platt Glasscock, Randy Lewellen, Kathy Lewellen, Martin Lopez, Mary 
Tabarez, Ron Pincince

November 7
Ben Taylor, Tony Valkonen, Douglas Otwell

T horp’s Laun-Dry  
107 Plum  St. 

387-2666

Sonora Wool & Mohair 
210 W. College 

387-2543

Com e raid  our Buffet and  relax in our
New Texas Tech Red Raiders Booth__

T S

a

Blayze Sykes and Preston Love • Texas Tech Alumni

S u t t o n  C o u n t y  S t e a k h o u s e
1306 N. S erv ice  Rd. •  3 8 7 -3 8 3 3

M arvin Stevenson of O dessa, Texas
Oil Painting "The Grey"

i  Ü i l » i

SonoraArt.com
259 Hwy. 277 N • 387-7200

Original, Affordable & Collectible
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7th Grade Colts Rout Mason
by Nancy Glasscock

The 7th Grade Colts took on 
the 7th Grade Punchers last 
Thursday night in Sonora. The 
Colts overwhelmed the smaller, 
slower Mason team, defeating them 
28-0.

The Punchers started with a 
surprise onside kickoff that the 
Colts recovered on their 49-yard 
line. On the first pitch from Colt 
quarterback Caleb Ramos, the run
ning back fumbled the ball. Mason 
recovered and quickly fumbled 
back to the Colts. Travis Valliant 
recovered for the Colts. Agustin 
Vaquera and Justin Northcott then 
moved the ball down the field. 
Vaquera took the ball 35 yards for 
the first Colt touchdown. The two- 

^  point conversion failed.
The Puncher kick off returner 

took the ball to the 50, but they went 
three and out and punted the ball 
back to the Colts. Vaquera, 
Northcott, and Jose Casillas took 
turns moving the ball to midfield. 
Vaquera then took the ball 50 yards 
along the right sideline for the Colts' 
second touchdown. Vaquera also 
made the two-point conversion.

On defense, the Colts were 
again tough and kept the Punchers 
from putting points on the board. 
Alex Perez, Cody Perez, Ramos,

and Vaquera were the defensive 
standouts on this defensive series.

The Punchers punted again. 
Ramos wasted little time. Ruben 
Mendez and Casillas moved the ball 
towards the end zone. Ramos then 
struck Pedro Gloria for a touchdown 
pass to make the score 20-0 in the 
Colts' favor. The PAT failed. The 
Punchers got the ball and were again 
stymied by great Colt defense pro
vided by Casillas, Mendez, and 
Evan Gulley.

The Punchers' punter did well 
and the Colts started from their 48. 
A fumbled exchange on first down 
put the ball in the Punchers' hands. 
They couldn't make good on the 
Colt turn over. Vaquera caused an 
incomplete pass, and Robert Guerra 
blitzed and caused a seven-yard 
loss. Ramos, Guerra, Vaquera, and 
Liano Luna squashed the third down 
pitch. The Punchers punted.

Ramos again wasted no time. 
He kept the ball on the first play and 
raced 72 yards for the fourth Colt 
touchdown. Mendez ran the ball in 
for the two- point conversion.

The Colts play in Wall on 
Thursday. Their final game of the 
season will be against Eldorado on 
November 8 in Bronco Stadium. 
Come out and support these exciting 
7th graders, our future Broncos.

8th Grade Colts Lose 6 - 0
“ 7 —

The Offensive Line is blocking for Embre Smith as he hands off to 
Chris Perez, while Uriel Santana plays the backfield. Photo by Ray 
Glasscock
by Nancy Glasscock

The good kickoff return by 
Hilton Bloodworth had the fans 
thinking the game would be easy 
for this Colt team as it had for the 
7th graders. Mason had other ideas.

0  This game turned out to be a classic 
defensive battle between two fine 
football teapis'. _.:c. v:.--err:.--

The Colts attempted to rufi the- 
ball, but the Punchers forced the 
Colts to punt. The Colts were on 
defense the rest of the first quarter. 
Embre Smith, Steven Barthélémy, 
Mike Vaquera, Chris Perez, Swade 
Draper, Steven Duhon and 
Bloodworth all made good defen
sive plays to force Mason to punt 

• the ball.
The Colts took over on their 

49- yard line and made a very good 
attempt to score. Uriel Santana ran 
with the ball, but a pass to 

■ Barthélémy was incomplete. The 
Colts made it to the Puncher 22 
with a pass to Duhon. That's as far 
as the Colts would go on this pos
session.

The Punchers took over the 
ball on their 27-yard line and 
moved the ball down the field for 
the only score of the game.

#  Cameron Cox stopped the Puncher

running back from making the two- 
point conversion.

The Colts' Anthony Longoria 
returned the kickoff to the Colt 32 to 
start the last Colt drive. Smith start
ed working the Colts downfield by 
using the shotgun and four 
receivers. He completed a pass to 
Duhon; He kept the'balk for a'five 
yafd gaih 'and pass'ed to Duhon 
again to move the Colts to the 20- 
yard line. Again from the shotgun, 
he gave a quick handoff to Santana 
who rushed to the four- yard line. 
Smith moved under center and the 
next two rushing attempts lost 
yards. The next play the Punchers 
were called for pass interference. 
Again, the Colts tried to run and the 
Punchers stuffed the runs. Smith 
dropped back to pass, saw his 
receiver coming open, and threw 
what looked to be the game- win
ning pass. However, the Mason 
linebacker anticipated the pass and 
stepped in front of the receiver for 
the interception. The Mason 
offense ran out the clock preserving 
their hard earned victory over the 
Colts.

The Colts travel to Wall to play 
the 8th grade Wall Hawks next 
Thursday.

Broncos Corral Punchers
by Tryon Fields

Three weeks in a row, the 
Sonora Broncos have had to play 
teams with losing records.

Sometimes it is hard to get up 
to play these kind of teams especial
ly when you have to do it back to 
back to back. This past Eriday was 
no exception, when the Broncos 
entertained the Mason Punchers. 
The Punchers bringing al and 1 in 
District 2-2A play and a 1 and 6 
record overall into Bronco Stadium 
hoped to surprise the Broncos. For 
a little more than fifteen minutes of 
play, the Punchers did exactly that 
as they kept the high powered 
Broncos fairly well in check. 
Whether it was listlessness by the 
Broncos or just that the Punchers 
were not intimidated; it took that 
fifteen minutes for the Red Hosses 
to get all the cylinders primed. 
When the valves were lubed and the 

injectors in sync; the Broncos 
took off and never looked back 

After winning the toss, the 
Broncos elected to receive. Starting 
at their

own twenty-two; the Big Red 
Machine used a combination of run
ning backs and pass plays to move 
the ball to the Mason seven. Runs 
by William Renfro, Sean Fields, and 
Juan Rodriguez along with passes 
from Scottie Moore to James Elliott 
and Stetson Hall made it look like 
the Broncos were not going to have 

much trouble with the smaller 
defense of the Punchers. At the 
Mason twelve; the puncher defense 

began to stiffen. A procedure 
call against the Broncos helped to 
slow the momentum along with 
defensive plays by Manuel 
Gonzales and Keith Jackson would

stall the Red Hoss drive at the six. 
Taking over on downs, the Punchers 
met with what the rest of the Bronco 
opponents have met with; a ruthless 
Bronco defense. Zed Snodgrass, 
Thomas Bloodworth, and James 
Elliott would lead the Red Hoss 
defense in forcing the Punchers to 
punt after three downs and only six 
yards gained. Setting up shop at the 
Mason forty-two, the Broncos 
would need six plays and almost 
two and a half minutes to put their 
first score on the board. Runs by 
Fields and Renfro would move the 
ball to the Puncher fifteen. At the 
fifteen. Bronco quarterback, Scottie 
Moore, went to the passing game; 
finding his favorite receiver, James 
Elliott, at the Puncher eight. At the 
eight, Elliott used brute force to 
gain the end zone; as he broke a 
tackle and drug a would be tackier 
the last two yards for the score. The 
PAT by Stetson Hall would be wide;

however the Broncos would 
take a six point lead with four min
utes and twenty-two seconds left in 
the first quarter. Mason 0 - Sonora 
6.

After the ensuing kick-off, the 
Punchers would take possession at 
their own twelve. Puncher quarter
back, Dewey Stockbridge, would 
use the next five minutes and forty- 
five seconds to orchestrate a eighty- 
eight yard scoring drive. All but 
two yards came through the air with 
Puncher wide receiver, Dustin 
McLeod, being Stockbridges prima
ry recipient. At the ten minute and 
thirty-eight second mark of the sec
ond quarter, the Punchers would 
notch their first score, with Manuel 
Gonzales gaining the honors on a 
four yard run. Puncher place kicker.
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Sonora Broncos Football 
Game Preview 

Wall
By Nancy Glasscock

It’s all going to come down to this game Friday when the Broncos (7- 
1, 3-0) travel to Wall (5-3, 3-0) to play the Hawks. This is the game that 
will determine the District 2-2A Championship. Since Wall is doing much 
better than last year, they should go into the Division I playoff bracket and 
Sonora should go into the “small school” playoff bracket. Last year, Sonora 
defeated Wall 35-14 in the Mud Bowl.

The Wall Hawks have 19 lettermen from last year with seven offensive 
and nine defensive starters returning. Wall comes into the game with a 
record of 5 and 3. They have lost to Midland Christian, the 2000 private 
school state champion, Jim Ned, who will be in thè Region II playoffs, and 
to Ozona. They have won all three of their district games. They have 
soundly defeated Mason, Grape Creek, and Eldorado. Comparing common 
opponents. Wall defeated Mason and Winters by a larger margin than we 
beat them. According to Coach Herring, they are the real deal with their 
capabilities being somewhere between Ballinger and Alpine.

The Wall Hawks’ names you will be hearing for the most part on 
Friday night are Trey Weishuhn, Will Doyle, Jason Holik, and Jaron Haney. 
Weishuhn, (6-3 180) is the senior quarterback. Wall primarily tries to run 
the ball from the Wishbone formation. However, they also can pass effec
tively from the shotgun. We were able to find statistics for six of their eight 
games this year. In those games, Weishuhn has completed 45% of his pass
es for 600 yards, and they have rushed for 1200 yards. His favorite target 
is senior Will Doyle. Jason Holik and Jaron Haney, a sophomore, get most 
of the handoffs. The offensive line is smaller than ours, but they have very 
good quickness. Wall plays a 4-3 defense, and they like to blitz their 
linebackers.

JV Broncos Punch-Out Mason
by Maray Cearley

Last Thursday evening the 
Sonora Junior Varsity Broncos took 
on the Mason Junior Varsity team at 
Puncher Stadium.

On the opening series from 
their own 32 yard line the Punchers 
met a very stubborn Bronco defense 
led by Trapper Valliant. The 
Punchers were forced to punt and 
the Broncos take over on their own 
31 yard line. First play from scrim
mage was a 23 yard completion 
from Chris Martin to Shaun Ramos, 
but is nullified due to an illegal man 
down field. After an 8 yard gain by 
Ramos, the Broncos aren't able to 
move the ball and are forced to punt. 
Mason gets very good field position 
when the punt goes straight up and 
then gets a Puncher bounce. With 
several strong runs and a pass com
pletion, it didn't take Mason long to 
score. The 2 point conversion 
attempt was stopped and with 4:11 
left in the first quarter, the Punchers 
lead 6-0.

On the ensuing kick off Wilson 
Wallace returns the ball 25 yards 
and with the help of a face mask 
call, the Broncos take over at the 
Mason 40 yard line. On the first 
play, quarterback, Martin keeps the 
ball and scampers down the right 
side for the touchdown. The 2 point 
attempt was unsuccessful and with 
3:49 left in the opening period, the 
score is 6-6.

Mason is unable to move the 
ball on their own series and are 
forced to punt the ball. Taking over 
at their own 25 yard line, the 
Broncos start marching the ball 
down the field. With several good 
carries from Stetson Perez and 
Ramos, Martin goes to the air with 
completions of 15 and 22 yards to 
Laramie Hall and Ramos. The 
Broncos score on an 11 yard pass 
play from Martin to Hall. Perez 
scores the 2 point conversion and 
with 7:27 left in the first half, 
Sonora takes it's first lead of the 
game, 14-6.

The Broncos are able to stop

the Punchers on their next series on 
fourth down with outstanding 
defensive plays by Juan Galindo, 
Oscar Chavez, Austin Wagoner, 
Martin and Valliant.

The Broncos take over deep in 
their own territory, but are unable to 
move the ball, and they are forced to 
punt. After a nice return and a long 
pass completion, the Punchers are 
able to get into the endzone, making 
the score 12-14. When the Punchers 
decided to go for 2, Trapper Valliant 
had other plans, as he stopped the 
ball carrier short of the goal. The 
half ended with Sonora leading 14- 
12.

The third quarter began with 
Sonora receiving the ball at their 17 
yard line. After several penalties 
and negative yardage, the Broncos 
were forced to punt. Mason then 
went three and out. On Sonora's 
next possession, an errant pass from 
Martin lands in the hands of a purple 
defender, in which it was returned to 
the Sonora 44 yard line. Once 
again, the Sonora defense stand 
their ground, behind efforts of Hall, 
J'E. Carrillo, Valbant and Martin. 
Sondfa takes'over at the 15 yard 
line. The series begins with a 10 
yard run by Wallace and then the 
penalty bug bites the Broncos, and 
they are unable to advance the ball. 
Mason is also bit by the same penal
ty bug as they are unable to get any 
positive yardage and they also are 
forced to punt.

The fourth quarter begins with 
Sonora in control. After 2 Ramos 
carries, Martin again elects to keep 
the ball on the option and is able to 
break a couple of tackles and scores 
his second touchdown of the night. 
The 2 point conversion fails, and 
with 8:48 remaining in the game, 
the score is, Sonora 20, Mason 12.

Mason starts their next posses
sion through the air. They have 
completions of 6 yards and another 
for 40. The purple get to the Sonora 
20 before Valliant sacks the quarter-

See JV Broncos page 7

#48, Running Back Brandon Adkins moves the ball down the field 
against the Mason Punchers.
Dustin McLeod would return the 
Broncos favor as he would miss the 
extra point to leave the score tied: 
Mason 6 - Sonora 6.

On the Broncos next posses
sion, the quick strike offense would 
go to work. Needing only forty-nine 
seconds and three plays, the Bronco 
Express would score the go ahead 
touchdown with a little over nine 
minutes left in the first half.

A thirty-nine yard sprint by 
William Renfro would set up the 
touchdown. At the Puncher thirty- 
two, Moore would once again go to 
Elliott. This time, Elliott would 
have no trouble

gaining the end-zone, as he cra

dled in the touch pass and eased into 
the

end-zone. The two point con
version would fail giving the 
Broncos a six point advantage: 
Mason 6 - Sonora 12. Going back 
to their running game on their next 
possession, the Punchers ended up 
losing yardage. The defense led by 
Chance Armke, Stetson Hall, and 
Emmanuel Lopez would force 
Mason to punt for the second time. 
Starting at their own thirty, the 
Broncos would need a little over 
two minutes and five plays to put 
the game out of reach. Two runs 
totaling thirty-four yards by Renfro

See Broncos page 7

Don Necessary 
Manager
TACL#A0060616C

FALL HEATING CHECK-UF
Check, Clean and Oil Motqr 
Vacuum out Furnace 
Check Duct Work 
Replace Filter 
Check for Gas Leaks 
Check all Electric Connections

• Check for Cracked or 
Bad Heat Exchanger

• Check and Test Vent 
' Check for Carbon Monoxide

• Clean Blower Wheel 
' Check for Proper Operation

ijjm  ja sisssE
Circle S Automotive

501 S. Crockett 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-5167
“We Keep America Running”

T-Saiicer Eanch Coiutiy Retreat
“A Family Reunion Favorite”

Guest House and Lodge Accommodations 
Business Rates Available

Cleve T. & Lolabeth Jones
915-387-5577

TOLL FREE • 1-877-901-5577 
Email; ctjones@sonoratx.net 
Website: tsaucer.com 

RO. Box 986 
Sonora, Texas 76950

Deadlines are always passing us by 
So, please remember DRN 
Deadline is Monday at 5:00

L an d m ark  A p artm en ts
103 Dolile A -4  (office) 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-2104  
1 ,2  & 3 Bedroom Apts.

•»Wi ■. - -

Happy Halloween 
from All of us!

God Bless America! I 
(Frontler/Dunes Mini Storage)

Sonora Football 2001
Colt Football

Nov. 1 - Wall • There • 5:00/6:30 
Nov. 8 - Eldorado • Home • 5:00/6:30

JV Football
Nov. 1 - Wall • Home • 6:30 
Nov. 8 - Eldorado • There • 6:30

Bronco Football
Nov. 2 - ‘Wall • There • 7:30 
Nov. 9 - ‘ Eldorado • Home • 7:30 
‘ District 2-2A Game

Sponsored Bv:

jû ià i^ à k Sonora
Chemical &Suppiy, Inc.

PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

THE GAS ENHANCEMENT COMPANY

YOUR HOMETOWN LEADER 
FOR GAS WELL PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

1-800-805-9178
704 G L A S S C O C K  
S O N O R A , T E X A S

387-2585

mailto:ctjones@sonoratx.net
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VISAS  4 0 ^  NOW A C C E P T IN G ®

^ CREDIT CARDS V
$5.00 Adult/$3.00 Child/Senlor 

$3.00 Bargain Matinaaa bafore 6:00 p.tn. $3.00 
________$3.00 Bargain Wad. (♦ RESTHtCTED)

SOUTHWEST 7
949-9985 3598 Knickerbocker Rd.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday
' Domestic Distutbance(dt8)(PCri3) 2« ) 430 7:10 935 

230 5.-00 730 935 
130 4:15 730 9:45 
1:15 430 630 930 
2:40 7:40
230 5:10 7:15 930 
230 430 7 :X  950 

4:40 9.40

•K-PAK(PG-13)
•THEONE (PG-13)
•THE LAST CASTLE (R) 
IRON MONKEY (PG-13) 
CORKY RAMANO (PG-13) 
JOY RIDE (R)
THE OTHERS (PG-13)

Times qood for the week of 11/02 thru 11 /08 onlv!

Showtimes for Monday-Thursday
• Domestic Disturbance(dts)(PG-i3) 4 :X  7:10 935
•K-PAK (PG-13) 530 730 9:X
•THE ONE (PG-13) 4:15 730 9:45
•THE LAST CASTLE (R) 4 :X  6:X  9 X
I RON MONKEY (PG-13) 7:40
CORKY RAMANO (PG-13) 5:10 7:15 930
JOY RIDE (R) 4 :X  7 X  9 X
THE OTHERS (PG-13) 4:40 940

No Passes or Discounts www.pccmovies.com

Dirt CohstructCOnl 
"fRoustaboit 
^ ^ C o n s e r v a t i o n  

Woci

feçèifttfei
-̂r

. ,3 8 7 ; - 3 8 8 Ä

Ronnie & M ary Taylor 
OwnersBike Pro

o f San Angelo
LAYAWAY FOR 

CHRISTMAS

Sales and Professional Service
In & Out Service for Out of Town Customers

915-223-BIKE (2453)
4134 Sherwood Way 

San Angelo, TX 76901 
www.bikeproonline.com

w

ern

Best Western 
Sonora Inn

270 Hwy 277 North 
Sonora, TX 76950 
Exit 400 on I-10 
(915) 387-9111 

Fax (915)387-9221 
For Reservations Call 1-877-937-9111

Fall and^oliday Bargains!
OLD MILL
r" TRADE DAYS ^

,  5th & Hwy 207, Post, Texas
November 2 ,3  & 4
www.omtd.com (806)495-3529

Featuring Cooper 
Fiddlers - Sat. 

The Classic Band 
- Sun.

& Death 
Cases

NO FEE 
FOR

FIRST VISIT
Medical mistakes can cause 
severe injuries, and sometimes 
even death. Because of med
ical complexities and provider 
unity, neglect may hide without 
professional insight. Call us.

CUWU.V0 CEfmmi) as .\BfT.'£ a\t Otrlts Nm Cf̂ rrirtiT 
By Tiii BatRi) Op Lec.u. Si’HCLtLGAno.N

Ryan A. Ki'eb.s, MD, JD
Doctor-Lawyer in full time Law Practice

R ichard A. Dodd, L.C. 
Timothy R. Cappoiino, RC.

Board CertiHed Feraunal lujiuy 'iiial Inw & 
Civil Trial Law, l\;xas Buaiil of Le^l Specialization

JkxOi

1-800-460-0606
www.medicalnegligencelaw.coni

DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT FOR LUNCH.
Try the DQ" Steak Finger Country Basket*!

Only I

On sale October 29 thru 
November 11,2001.

It’s loaded with crispy chicken fried steak strips, golden fries, 
Texas Toast and our delicious country gravy. O r sink a spoon 
into the Peanut Buster’ Parfait, layered with creamy vanilla 
soft serve, rich hot fudge and crunchy peanuts. So get away 

from the everyday. DO." Something different.

\

PEANUT BUSTER' PARFAIT
Only I

www.dqtexas.com
Offer good at participating DO' stores. ®Reg. U.S. Pal. & TM Off. Am. D.Q. Corp. 

_______ 'Reg. U.S. Pal, i  TM Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun. © Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun.

Getting Our Economy Buck On Truck | Q i l  Y\.^rit)LlSiriGSS
W A SH IN G 

TON, D.C. - Rep. 
Henry Bonilla (R- 
TX)
The ramifica- 

Itions o f the 
September 11th 
terrorist attack are 
too many to 

count. Thousands of lives were 
taken and millions of others have 
been deeply affected. As if things 
aren't tough enough, our economy 
has also been badly bruised.

Hundreds o f thousands of 
Americans are hurting economi
cally through no fault of their own. 
Our nation needs an economic 
boost now more than ever.

We all understand that there is 
nothing anyone can do or say to 
bring back the lives lost. But what 
we can do is work to rebuild and 
get back on track. And that's 
exactly what your Congress 
intends to do.

Last week, 1 voted on a pack
age of legislation that will help all 
taxpaying Americans. The 
Economic Security and Recovery 
Act is going to offer immediate 
help for our nation's economy. The 
package will provide a $100 bil
lion economic stimulus and is pro
jected to create 167,000 new Jobs. 
The best news is that we're going 
to expedite this legislation. Once 
it's passed by the Senate and 
approved by President Bush, it will 
become immediately effective.

A key component of the plan 
includes accelerating the income 
tax relief that became law earlier 
this year. We're also going see that 
people who received partial tax 
rebates under this spring's tax 
relief bill will have their rebates 
increased to the full $300 for indi
viduals and $600 for married cou
ples. And those people who filed a 
tax return in 2000, but were not 
eligible in the previous round, will 
now get their payment of either 
$300 or $600. This means real 
savings for people across the 
board.

The Economic Stimulus pack
age will also help the states with 
unemployment benefits. Many

Americans have lost their jobs as a 
result of the September 11th 
tragedy. We need to ensure that 
states have the ability to cover any
one who needs health and unem
ployment benefits. We're also 
going to allow deductions for capi
tal losses for individuals. The cur
rent $3,000 deduction will be 
increased for two years. It will be 
raised to $4,000 in the first year 
and then $5,000 in the second. 
This will allow people who have 
suffered losses in the current eco
nomic environment to minimize 
the impact of their losses.

We all know that small busi
nesses helped build America. The 
stimulus legislation is going to help 
take care of small business owners 
in the wake of these devastating 
events. Congress wants to allow 
additional expensing for small 
businesses. They will be able to 
write off even more of their capital 
investments - $35,000 annually for 
two years. That money can be 
directly invested in paying salaries 
and keeping their business afloat 
through tough economic times.

The economic package we 
have proposed is a major step 
toward regaining a healthy econo
my. Each of the components will 
help us stimulate different areas of 
the economy and promote growth 
and jobs.

Above and beyond what we're 
doing in Congress, I encourage 
each of your to get back to the 
shopping malls, head back to the 
grocery stores and visit your 
favorite sporting events. The holi
days are just around the comer. 
Purchase some of your holiday 
gifts a few weeks early. Each of 
you have the power and ability to 
help stimulate our nation's econo
my. All hands need to be on deck - 
we all have the ability to help.

Our economy has weathered 
turbulence in the past during times 
of war and peace. But a sound, rea
soned economic growth package - 
coupled with the trust and assis
tance of the American people - will 
put us back on track toward pros
perity. God bless each of you, and 
God bless America!

Annual ,, Farm and Ranch 
Management Symposium Set 
For Nov. 29 in Amarillo
by Pam Dillard (806) 359-5401; 
p-dillard @tam u.edu 

AMARILLO — The 17th annual 
Farm and Ranch Symposium, host
ed by Texas Cooperative 
Extension, is set for Nov. 29 at the 
Civic Center in Amarillo.

The event is always held in con
junction with one of the country's 
largest agricultural expos -  the 
Amarillo Farm and Ranch Show, a 
three-day event that attracts more 
than 30,000 participants each year 
featuring more than 300 compa
nies and 700 exhibits.

The symposium coordinator. 
Extension entomologist Dr. Carl 
Patrick, said the program is 
designed to help producers to stay 
up with current production prac
tices, trends and technologies.

Topics will include sunflower 
production, boll weevil eradication 
programs, karnal bunt disease, 
biotechnology fact or fiction, and 
rules to follow when capping an 
out-of-service irrigation well.

Registration starts at 8 a.m, and 
the program will run from 9 a.m. 
until noon. All area farmers and 
ranchers are encouraged to partici
pate.

Dr. Calvin Trostle, Extension 
agronomist at Lubbock, will con-

duct a session on sunflower pro
duction. His discussion will 
address the reasons behind the big 
push to sunflowers as an alterna
tive crop this year.
Planting dates, population, fertili
ty and irrigation issues will round 
out his presentation.

Dr. Greta Schuster, Extension 
integrated pest management spe
cialist and assistant professor for 
IPM at West Texas A&M 
University at Canyon, will 
describe karnal bunt disease and 
how it impacts wheat production. 
She will advise what steps are nec
essary when wheat tests positive 
for the disease.

Texas Department of Agriculture 
expert Levon Harmon will discuss 
the correct way to cap an aban
doned irrigation well to prevent 
groundwater contamination.

Other speakers will provide 
updates on the Texas Boll Weevil 
Eradition Program and issues 
involving biotechnology.

Continuing education units 
(CEUs) will be available for par
ticipants needing to maintain certi
fications. The sessions are free. 
For more information, contact 
Patrick at (806) 359-5401.

RRC Sets Texas Gas Production 
Allowables For November
by Lisa Wheeler

(AUSTIN) - Railroad 
Commission Chairman Michael L. 
Williams, Commissioner Charles R. 
Matthews, and Commissioner Tony 
Garza today set November natural 
gas production allowables for pro
rated fields in the state to meet mar
ket demand of 29,909,195 Mcf 
(thousand cubic feet).

For these fields, the November 
2001 allowable represents a 
decrease of 2,977,705 Mcf when 
compared to actual production of 
32,886,900 Mcf in November 2000. 
In setting the November 2001 
allowable, the Commission used 
historical production figures from 
November 2000 and producer fore
casts for the November 2001 
demand, and then adjusted the fig
ures to account for such factors as 
well capability, new wells in a field, 
etc.

Texas natural gas storage

reported by the Commission for the 
month of September 2001 is 
299,801,231 Mcf compared to 
209,424,920 Mcf in September 
2000. The October gas storage esti
mate is 285,573,652 Mcf.

Gas well gas from prorated 
fields accounts for 9 percent of total 
gas well production in Texas.

Preliminary statewide produc
tion reported for August 2001 is 
30,703,213 barrels of crude oil and 
381,683,895 Mcf of gas well gas.

The Commission's estimated 
final production for this month can 
be obtained by multiplying these 
preliminary production totals by a 
production adjustment factor of 
1.0331 for crude oil and 1.0965 for 
gas well gas. (These production 
totals do not include casinghead gas 
or condensate.)

Eckert Named New Extension 
State Sheep And Goat Assistant
by Steve Byrns (915) 653-4576, s- 
byrns@tamu.edu

SAN ANGELO - Kyle Edward 
Eckert becomes the new Texas 
Cooperative Extension sheep and 
goat state assistant effective Nov. 1. 
Eckert will have state responsibili
ties in all facets of Extension's 
sheep and goat program.

His direct supervisor is Dr. 
Frank Craddock, state Extension 
sheep and goat specialist. He will be 
headquartered in San Angelo's 
Texas A&M University Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center.

"We're very fortunate that Kyle 
has accepted this key position in our 
state's sheep and goat industry," said 
Craddock. "He has a solid working 
knowledge of the business as well 
as a strong Extension background in 
both adult and youth programming.

He grew up in the 4-H youth pro
gram and still maintains a strong 
interest in the sheep and goat show 
industry. He also demonstrates the 
work ethic, enthusiasm, and drive 
this job requires."

Eckert graduated from Mason 
High School in 1995 and earned a 
bachelor's degree in agricultural 
development in 1999 from Texas 
A&M. He joined Extension in June 
2000 as an agricultural county agent 
in Bell County. He also led many of 
the county's successful 4-H endeav
ors including the Bell County Youth 
Fair, 4-H livestock programs and 
projects, and youth character devel
opment programs.

Eckert fills the position vacated 
by Andy Laughlin, who is pursuing 
graduate studies at Texas A&M.
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Sutton County
New Burlington Res.; 5481’ Canyon Ranch #1210S, Patterson Drilling. 
New Louis Dreyfus; 6175’ Fields - 16 - #17, Patterson Drilling.
Louis Dreyfus; 8750’ Hicks-22 - #9, Patterson Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus; 7900’ Kirby - 1 - #5, Patterson Drilling.
Louis Dreyfus; 6950’ Ward - 114 - #16, Patterson Drilling.
McCammon Oil & Gas; 6500’ RH Legrand #1, Heart Land Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus; 6350’ Shurley -95 - #10, Patterson Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus; 6300’ Shurley - 96 - #9, Patterson Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus; 5900’ Askew -31 - #3, Patterson Drilling.
New Louis Dreyfus; 7800’ Kirby - 2 - #3, Patterson Drilling.

Crockett County
RME Petro Co.; 10500’ WC Montgomery - A - #7, Cleere Drilling.
J. Cleo Thompson; 9500’ Shannon Hospital -15 - #1, Patterson Drilling. 
New RME Petro Co.; 7500’ Dorothy Millspaugh - 36B - #5, Patterson 
Drilling.
Questa Oil & Gas Co.; 8900’ University - A - #2, Cleere Drilling. 

Edwards County
Par Minerals Corp.; 8000’ Four Square Ranch #7, Key Energy.
New M arshall & W inston; 8000’ Holman-Fagan #2001, Patterson 
Drilling.

Val Verde County
EEX E&P Co.; 15000’ Altizer -64 - #1, Cleere Drilling.
M ustang Fuel Corp; 16000’ Wardlaw State Gas Unit -1-#1, Nabors 
Drilling.
SDX Resources, Inc.; 11400’ Rose #1, Cleere Drilling.

. Terrell County
EOG Resources; 10800’ Noelke - A - #2702 H, Patterson Drilling. 
Athanor Texas; 13000’ Mitchell - 6 - #7, Cleere Drilling.
Tom Brown Inc.; 12000’ ACU - 45 - #3, Nabors Drilling.
Exxonmobil Dev. Co»;-12500’. Goode psf3(e;-̂ P;.-̂ ]LJnit #2, Pqtterson UTI., 
EOG Resources; 10900.’tRarbee -ol5 i #lHs Patterson Drilling.

I.A iTl J. tA itr t.L ,  / ^ f . !  _
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Devil’s River Internet 
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Turner Provides Inform ation on 
Constitutional Amendments Election

AUSTIN -  
Rep. Bob Turner 
(D-Voss) reminds 
Texans tjiat now 
is the time to learn 
about the issues 
on the November 
6 ballot. Voters 
will decide 

whether to adopt 19 state constitu
tional amendments passed by the 
Texas Legislature last Spring.

"Voting allows the public as a 
whole not only to express their 
desires but to actually implement 
their will," Turner said. "If they 
choose to, Texas citizens can play a 
vital role in the law making process."

Once passed by the Legislature, 
amendments to the Texas 
Constitution require voter approval 
in order to become law. With 19 pro
posed constitutional amendments, 
voters have a diverse array of issues 
on the ballot this fall. The first 10 
proposed amendments on the ballot 
cover a range of topics, from dealing 
with close outcomes in presidential 
elections to authorizing bonds. 
Included in the last nine amendments 
are proposals to eliminate duplicative 
and obsolete provisions of the 
Constitution and streamlining the 
collection of civil and criminal fees. 
Amendments also important to rural 
Texas, include:

- Proposition 5, for example, 
would allow municipalities to donate 
outdated or surplus firefighting 
equipment or supplies to underdevel
oped countries. Amendment support
ers agree that this would allow for a 
cost-effective way to dispose of prop
erty. In addition, the goodwill gesture 
could lead to economic benefits by 
strengthening trade relations with 
foreign countries. However, oppo
nents argue that municipalities 
should instead donate surplus proper
ty to fire departments in this or neigh
boring states who have a need, such 
as volunteer fire departments.

- Proposition 7 authorizes the 
Veterans' Land Board to issue up to 
$500 million in general obligation 
bonds to benefit the Veteran's 
Housing Assistance Fund II, This 
amendment would also allow the use 
of funds from veterans' land and 
housing assistance programs for vet

eran's cemeteries and help meet the 
rising demands for veterans' home 
mortgage loans.

- Proposition 15 which would 
create the Texas Mobility Fund to 
pay for state highway construction 
projections. This amendment would 
also allow money in the fund to be 
used for public toll roads, mainte
nance, expansion and construction of 
state highways, and other public 
transportation projects. The Texas 
Transportation Commission would 
administer the funds and issue bonds 
pledged against the fund to be repaid 
from the fund balance. This amend
ment would change the state's tradi
tional "pay-as-you-go" policy for 
financing highways. Currently, high
ways are the only major capital pro
jects the state does not issue bonds 
for, to borrow money.

- Proposition 19 would autho
rize the Texas Water Development 
Board to issue additional general 
obligation funds in an amount not to 
exceed $2-billion for the Texas 
Water Development Fund II. The 
Board utilizes this fund to provide 
financing for new water management 
strategies and projects which include 
water supply, treatment and storage. 
Proponents of the amendment argue 
that despite the Board having $490- 
million remaining in its bond autho
rization, waiting two more years to 
seek voter approval for additional 
authorization would jeopardize the 
board's ability to finance projects to 
help meet Texas' future water needs.

"A person's civic duty is not just 
to vote, but to also encourage others 
to participate in the process," Turner 
said. "I hope voters will encourage a 
friend or family member and maybe 
even take them to the polls to take 
advantage of early voting opportuni
ties."

Early voting runs from October 
22 through November 2. The last 
chance to cast a ballot is Election 
Day, November 6. For more infor
mation and a complete list of the pro
posed constitutional amendments. 
Rep. Turner encourages those inter
ested to visit the Secretary of State's 
website at www.sos.state.tx.us or 
call his Capitol office at (512) 463- 
0644.

c

http://www.pccmovies.com
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Living History Days Celebrate Historic Fort Stockton,
submitted
Contact: Fort Stockton Historical
Society 915-336-2400

This weekend, you may go 
down the road just a few miles and 
find yourself back in time about 130 

^  years. Old Fort Stockton comes 
alive during Living History Day 
2001, on Saturday, November 3, 
from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Come to 
the grounds of Historic Fort 
Stockton for a full day of fun for the 
entire family - and it's all free!

Living History Day celebrates 
West Texas history and culture, 
recreating the sights, the sounds, the 
smells and the tastes of the western 
frontier. Once again, the grounds of 
this 19th - century Army f)ost will 
come to life as historical re-enac- 
tors, traditional artists and crafts
men, Native Americans, and local 
and area musicians converge upon 
Fort Stockton from across the Lone 
Star State.

Pat Cheatham of San Angelo, 
for example, will be setting up his 
forge and visitors can once again 
experience the heated crackling of

j y  Broncos 
from page 5

back for a loss of 9. After a Sonora 
tripping penalty, the Punchers aren't 
able to convert a first down, so the 
ball goes over on downs. Sonora 
isn't able to get a first down, and 
they are forced to punt, giving the 
Punchers great field position. After 
a 10 yard pass and several incom
pletions, the Punchers connect deep 
and score on a 34 yard pass play. 
They add 2 points, and the score is 
tied with 2:50 left in the game.

Mason elects to kick the ball 
deep, and Sonora starts their last 
drive from the 23 yard line. Martin 
moves the ball with gains of 7 ,5 ,10  
and 6 yards. Perez adds a 5 yard run 
and Ramos adds 15. When it 
seemed to going the Broncos way. 
Mason's defense was able to stop 
them on fourth and 1, at the Mason 
24. Many of the fans had settled for 
a tie, but, the Broncos had not. 
After 2 great defensive stops and 
negative yards by the Punchers, 
they decided to air it out. That 
proved to be their mistake, because 

0  Wilson Wallace picked it oif and 
sprinted 28 yards for the go ahead 
score with only 3.2 seconds left on 
the clock. Perez took the handoff ' 
for the 2 points, making the final 
score 28-20. The Broncos never 
gave up and it showed. They 
improved their record to 4-4 with all 
the wins coming on the road. Their 
next game will be at Bronco 
Stadium against the Wall Hawks. 
Come out and Support them!

the fire and the ringing contact of 
hammer and anvil as this 20th - 
century blacksmith pursues one of 
history's oldest and most important 
crafts. Visitors may also select 
from a wide variety of Cheatham's 
handcrafted iron tools, chimes and 
dinner bells offered for sale.

Cynthia Schneider of Midland 
will also be setting up camp at the 
fort this weekend. Cynthia and her 
husband Don travel across the 
region demonstrating the tradition
al production of lye soap, just as 
pioneer women once did as part of 
maintaining a homestead on the 
West Texas frontier. Visitors will 
have an opportunity to ask ques
tions and learn more about an his
toric product finding new populari
ty and use in the 20th century from 
Midland's "Soap Lady".

The Laundress of Historic Fort 
Stockton will show you how that 
lye soap was used with the tubs and 
washboards at their exhibit. "While 
learning about washing, starching 
and ironing the post's laundry, visi
tors will be offered a chance to try 
their hand at an important (and offi-

Hospital Board 
from page 1

will remain in use in the event the 
hospital relocates to the adjacent 
building.

Butler introduced Melvin Fahs 
and Tom Mason. Fahs went over the 
survey that had been done in May of 
this year. Fahs advised that they had 
conducted a community survey to 
provide information to the District 
regarding the communities’ percep
tions and opinions of the Hospital. 
Fahs stated that 29 personal inter
views had been done. All individu
als and information was held in 
strict confidence with the Hospital 
receiving the aggregated results. He 
advised that the overall results were 
that the Hospital is held in high 
regard for the services provided. 
Fahs went over how the Health 
Foundation would be structured. 
The Health Foundation could accu
mulate a corpus of contributions 
that over the next 10-15 years could 
support the Hospital and assist in 
reducing the burden on the public. 
Fahs and Mason offered many 
examples of how similar 
Foundations are set up and the func
tion of various committees within 
the Foundation. Fahs stressed that 
there are many opportunities for all 
areas of the population to assist in 
maintaining the financial health of 
the facility. He advised that they 
would be calling each one of the 
attendees for feedback and if they 
would like to participate in the 
Sutton County Health Foundation.

cial) part of the domestic life on a 
frontier army post. Try some tradi
tional ironing and find out for your
self just how "irons" got their 
name!

A favorite at this year's event is 
trick-roper, six-gun spinner and 
bullwhip artist, Doug Whitaker.
Doug was bom on a quarter-horse 
ranch in south Texas and learned his 
roping skills on the job. He has per
formed across the country and in 
Japan, telling tall tales of Texas 
while dazzling audiences with his 
moves.

Other traditional arts and crafts 
demonstrated this weekend will 
include cooking, pottery, flint
knapping, spinning and weaving, 
tatting and lace-making and gourd 
carving and painting.

Fort Stockton was one of a 
string of 19th - century military 
posts that protected travelers and 
commerce on the San Antonio/El 
Paso road during the Indian Wars 
(1867-1886). In fact, military his
tory in the area goes back to the 
1850's, when Camp Stockton 
served as a base for exploratory 
expeditions throughout'the region.
During the Civil War, the post was 
occupied by units of the Army of

Trooper Bust from page 1

the Confederacy.
This history, too, will come to 

life with soldiers and Native 
Americans from across the state set
ting up camp on the old fort's parade 
grounds. Once again, infantry will 
drill to the sergeant's commands, 
cavalry will take the field, cannons 
and small arms will fire, and the air 
will be filled with the music of the 
bugle, the fife and drum, and the fid
dle. Among the returning groups 
this year will be contingents from 
several historic army posts across 
West Texas, and the four-legged 
troopers of the Texas Camel Corps.

Native Americans will have 
their own encampment on the fort 
grounds. Visitors will have an 
opportunity to learn more about - 
and even sample - a way of life that 
traversed this continent for cen
turies, still practiced today by 
descendants of our earliest 
Americans. Hear and see the stories 
that tell their history thrpugh music 
and dance.

All this and so much more is 
going on at Living History Day 
2001, Saturday, November 3, from 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on the grounds 
of Historic Fort Stockton, Texas.

Money was bound in small bundles spread out among 6 subjects.

stories and more large amounts of 
money. Trooper Ortiz then request
ed back up and was assisted by 
Trooper Cody Cory. After receiving 
permission to search the vehicle, 
more money was found, along with 
residue of Marijuana.

The three suspects were then 
transported to the Sutton County 
Jail. Upon a search at the jail, a bag 
of Marijuana was found on the 
female passenger, Denise Patterson.

A total count of all currency 
resulted in the seizure of 
$10,124.00. Marceilles, Patterson 
and Tony Smith were arrested for 
Possession of Marijuana.

At approximately 7:30 p.m. of 
the same evening at the Patrol 
Office, Trooper Ortiz was 
approached by a female claiming to

Broncos from page 5_
would move the pigskin to the 
Puncher thirty-five. Going back to 
the air, Scottie Moore would find his 
tight-end. Stetson Hall. Hall using 
excellent concentration would gath
er in the deflected pass at the Mason 
five and stroll into the end-zone for 
the Broncos eighteenth point. 
William Renfro would add the two 
point conversion to give the 
Broncos a 20 to 6 advantage with 
four minutes and thirty-seven sec- 

•  onds left in the half. With no luck 
on the ground, the Punchers went to 
the air in hopes of breaking the Red 
Hoss defense. Pressure by Beau 
Hughes, and excellent secondary 
plays by Luis Segura and Sean 
Fields, the Punchers were forced to 
punt for the third time. With three 
minutes and two seconds left in the 
second quarter, the Broncos would 
start at their own twenty-four. Runs 
by Renfro and passes from Moore to 
Sean Fields, Douglas Yokum, and 
Emmanuel Lopez would advance 
the ball to the Puncher twenty-three. 
At the twenty-three; pressure by the 
Mason defensive tackles, Sam 
Hoerster and Cody Gierisch, would 
push the Broncos in the other direc
tion. A twenty yard sack of Scottie 
Moore would put the Broncos in its 
first punt situation of the game. An 
excellent thirty-seven yard punt by 
Moore would put the Punchers in a 
hole at their own six with nineteen 
seconds left in the half.Mason 
would be content with running out 
the clock and go to the locker room 
down by only fourteen points. 
Mason 6 - Sonora 20.

To start the second half, the 
Punchers would receive the kick
off. Mason’s deep man would field 
the ball at the ten and at the twenty, 
would loose the handle with Bronco 

Chance Armke recovering the 
loose football at the Mason twenty. 
The Red Hosses would use two min
utes of the third quarter to cover the 
twenty yards needed for the score. 
Scottie Moore would gain six yards • 

and then William Renfro would 
gain the rest on three plays. Hall 
would get back on track and split the 
uprights to give the Broncos a 27 to 
6 advantage. Mason’s second pos
session of the second half met with 
much the same as they had met in 
the first half

Defensive plays by Sean Fields, 
Emmanuel Lopez, Thomas

Bloodworth, and Beau Hughes 
would only allow the Punchers 
three positive yards. Hitting on all 
cylinders now, the Broncos needed 
less than a minute and a half to 
cover the sixty-five yards needed 
for the touchdown. Sean Fields 
would start it off with a thirty-two 
yard run. Then after a four yard loss 
by Moore; William Renfro would 
catch a screen pass on the visitors 
side line, and behind the clearing 
block of Wylie Wagoner, would 
streak down the side lines for his 
second touchdown of the quarter. 
The Point after

Attempt by Hall would be 
boomed through the uprights to put 
the Red Hosses up by twenty-eight. 
Mason

6 - Sonora 34.
Mason not throwing in the 

towel; came storming back. Passes 
from Stockbridge to McLeod and 
runs by Gonzales would use almost 
five minutes of the third quarter to 
move

to the Bronco seventeen. At the 
seventeen, pressure by Sean Fields, 
Beau Hughes, Jared Parks, and 
Thomas Bloodworth would force 
Mason to turn the ball over on 
downs thus thwarting the Puncher 
scoring opportunity with forty-three 
seconds left in the third quarter. To 
end the third and start the fourth 
quarter, the Broncos could not get 
anything going offensively.

For the second time in the 
game, the Broncos were forced to 
punt. A bad snap which would get 
past Bronco reserve punter Reyes 
Garcia, would give the Punchers 
their best field position of the game; 
at the Bronco

seven. A one yard gain by 
Gonzales, then a defensive pass 
interference call would move the 
ball to the Bronco three.

On the next play, another one 
yard gain by Gonzales and a hold
ing call on the Punchers would back 
the ball up the twelve. At the 
twelve. Puncher quarterback, 
Dewey Stockbridge, would go to 
his favorite receiver, Dustin 
McLeod. McLeod would haul the 
pass in over his left shoulder for the 
Punchers second score of the game. 
The try for two would fail and the 
Broncos would still hold a com
manding 34 to 12 lead.

With nine minutes and forty-

three seconds left in the game, the 
Bronco coaching staff elected to go 
to the Bronco offensive reserves. 
Douglas Yokum coming in at quar
terback would throw passes to Seth 
Prather and Stetson Hall and use the 
“Freight Train”, Brandon Adkins to 
march the ball down the field.

At the twenty-three of the 
Punchers, Mason would make a 
stand. Defensive plays by Manuel 
Gonzales, Trey Ramon, Tyler 
Babin, and Ben McRee would force 
the Broncos to turn the ball over on 
downs. Going primarily to the 
passing game. Mason began to 
move the ball down the field. Faced 
with a fourth and nineteen at the 
Bronco thirty-four, Stockbridge 
went to the well once to often.

Bronco corner back Emmanuel 
Lopez would pick the pass off at the 
Bronco thirty and race down the far 
side lines for the seventy yard 
touchdown. Hall would add the 
PAT to put the Broncos up by twen
ty-nine. Mason 12 - Sonora 41.

With a minute and six seconds 
left in the game, the Punchers 
would not give up. After the kick
off, Mason would start at their own 
forty. Passes from Stockbridge to 
McLeod would advance the football 
to the Bronco twenty-seven. 
Stockbridge once again went to the 
well once to often; as Bronco comer 
back Luis Segura would intercept 
the long ball in the end-zone to 
squelch the threat. With thirty-four 
seconds left in the game, the 
Broncos would run out the clock to 
gain their third district win.

Mason 12 - Sonora 41.
This Friday is for all the mar

bles. The Broncos will travel to 
Wall to face the Hawks. This game 
will determine the District 2-2A 
champion, as both teams will bring 
3 and 0 district records into the 
match-up. Game time is 7:30 and 
the Broncos would appreciate the 
support. So lets fill the stadium and 
show the Broncos that we are 
behind them all the way. If you can 
not attend; Tune your radio to 92.1 
FM and catch Virgil Burge and 
Mike Perciful starting at 7:00 p.m.; 
as they will bring the play by play 
action.

GOOD LUCK BRONCOS! 
BEAT WALL!!

HALBERT LPG, INC.
PROPANE LOCALLY @ 

E L D O R A D O  
853-2815 or 226-2063 

O Z O N A
392-3724 or 226-1849 

SO N O R A
226-2144 or 450-1440

M E N A R D
456-0397 or 456-0897

¡úcái0 k
203 S. Hwy 277 • 387-3881

As Of Oct. 30, 2001

Gas
$3.21 per MMBtu.

Crude Oil
$19.01/BBL

Lighthouse Baptist Church
Family Life Center 305 S. Crockett

Listen to our Radio program on KHOS 92.1 
every Sunday Morning at 8:00 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 a.m 
Worship 11:00 a.m.

The Ministry of
El Gran Mandamiento in Merkel, TX

needs 5 acres of land near Hwy. 277 or I-IO, 1-2 miles out,of Sonora 
to install an antenna tower for an Evangel Christian Radio Station 
for Sonora and its surrounding areas. If you own land along Hwy. 

277 or I-10 and can donate 5 acres to this Christian Radio Ministry, 
you will be a blessing to Sonora and the surrounding areas.

If you can donate this land (5 acres) for the 
purpose of installing a Christian Radio Station. 

For more information call in Merkel, TX 
915-928-3060 or in Sonora 915-387-2310. 

Thank you and God Bless You!!

have been traveling with the three 
arrested earlier. The female stated 
that she wanted to bail her friends 
out of jail. Further questioning of 
the female led to still more incon
sistency of the earlier told story, 
bringing more suspicion. Trooper 
Ortiz asked for identification from 
the woman, who opened her purse 
to retrieve her I.D. Up>on opening 
the purse, Ortiz noticed a large bun
dle of money in the bag. While 
waiting for a return on the identifi
cation, Ortiz walked outside and 
began speaking with the two other 
female passengers in a van outside. 
Another request for identification 
led to the discovery of even more 
large amounts of money. Ortiz 
asked the passengers to come inside 
for further questioning. Drug Task 
Force Officer Dewayne Castro was 
called for assistance with a K-9 
search. The trio consented to a 
search of the van. The K-9 alerted 
on vehicles and the three ladies 
purses, but no narcotics were found. 
Further search of the three women 
and their belongings resulted in the 
seizure of $6,422, bound in small 
bundles and split among them.

The total money seized from 
the two vehicles traveling together 
was $16,546.00. The ladies were 
given receipts for the money and 
released. Forfeiture is pending with 
the 112th District Attorney’s Office. 
None expressed concern about 
retrieving the money.

y  TractorfTrallerTechnlclans.Startlng pay upto$23.00/hr. 
Depending on experience.

For interview CALL: 
1-800-480-4033

EOE. A ll applicants subject to drug screen.

Diabetic Patients!
If you have Medicare or Private Insurance 

You may be eligible to receive your 
Diabetic supplies at 
NO Cost To You!

For more information call 
Diabetic Supply Program

Toll Free 1-888-466-2678

A D O P T - A - P E T

^  -ÍÍ w  0̂v'̂  
¡At 1

Adult Female Grey 
Long Hair Cat

S p o n s i i r e d  
* b y :

Adult Male 
Mixed Breed

Sonora
Animal Hospital 

___ 387-2481

(PPH) or Heart Valve Damage?
If you took the diet pills called Pondimin, Fen-Phen or Redux from 
1993 to 1997, and you are suffering from heart problems, swelling in 
your ankles, shorutess of breath, a racing heart, palpitations, or a 
rare lung disease known as pulmonary hypertension, then call us 
for a Free Consultation and Echocardiographie Testing.
DAVID P. WILLIS, ATTORNEY - WILLIS LAW FIRM - HOUSTON, TX.

BOARD C E R T IF ip  FREE CONSULTATION
Personal Injury Trial Lawyer  ̂ q Q ' î  n o C Q

Texas Board o f Legal Specialization 1 —O U U —O O

Health Benefits for the Entire Famiiy

“ ' ^ $ 7 0 '--'-I I Per Month!

■ FLAT RATE * GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE 

; ‘  SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOTI-NO INCREASE!

’ MEDICAL DISCOUNTS ON DOCTOR, DENTAL 
CHIROPRACTIC, EMERGENCY ROOM, 

^OSPITAL CONFINEMENT, VISION, RX & MOREI

Call'T888>3694739
LIVING H IST O R Y

-k~k-k DAY 2 0 0 1  ikikik
Saturday, November 3 

On The Grounds of Historic 
Fort Stockton, Texas

7l' Living History
ik Live Music 
ik Traditional 

Artists & 
Craftsmen 

7tr Military Drills & 
Firing Exercises 

7'<r Wagon Rides 
ik Cowboy Poets 
ik Chuck Wagon 
-7k Native American 

Dancing

A full day of fun for 
the entire family, 
and admission is 

FREE!



Page 8 The Devil’s River News

Main Street Reultu
'Scwingyour'Ilal'EstaUiliuis'

Ranch • Residential • Commercial 
Anita Balch Hudson, Broker / Owner r e a l t o r * 

Lauri D. Smith, Agent
www.mainstrealty.net • mainstr@ sonoratx.net

215 East Main » Sonora. Texas 76950 • 915-387-6115 • Fax 915-387-2402

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES

New Listing!
202 S. Crockett Ave. - $170,000

This charming 3 BR, 2 BA, historical home is nestled among many large 
trees and ideally located on a large comer lot. Within the spacious 2-story 
home is a large kitchen, sun room/utility area, formal dining room, living 
room with fireplace and a huge master suite. Other amenities include 
CA/CH, 10’ ceilings, beautiful hardwood floors throughout and a 
sprinkler system. The house has recently been remodeled. Also featured 
on the property is a spacious 2-car garage with an overhead 2 bedroom,
1 bath apartment. Priced at $170,000.

A Real Jewel - Shown by Appointment Only
Large Price Reductions!

109 Deerwood Dr. $94,500 - $87,500 
, 602 Concho Ave. $79,500 - $69,500

Real Estate [if

We 3 t  T e x a s  C l a s s i f i e d  A d  N e tw o r k

.A S s iF iE D  A ds
RW n<a Hm, BdoMloSKxeet.OMMa StakMe,

•Sonora
• Eldorado
• Ozona
• Big Lake
• Iraan

387-2507

IF®lf i a O ®

For Sale: 2001 F150 Supercrew. 
Must sell. 1-830-775-8809.

Bred Heifers For Sale: 25 Pure
bred Angus Heifers, (800-850 lb s .) 
bred to low birth weight Angus 
Bull. Start calving January 1st. 
Gentle. For more information call 
387-3174.

For Sale: Mobile Home 18 x 80. 3 
BR, 2 BA, 2 deck porches, storage 
shed. For more information call 
387-5149.

100 A C R E S-$44,900
Why lease when you can own? 
Trophy Whitetails (5 deer limit) 
tree covered hills and draws. 
Abundant turkey, quail, small 
game. Good water & access. More 
acreage available. E-Z terms.
Call owner 1-866-989-5263.

For Sale by Owner: 3-1-2, living 
room (fireplace), dining room, stuc
co, fenced, corner lot, storage 
building.. 110 W. Brooks, Eldorado, 
Texas call 853-3617. Asking price 
$65,000.00.

For sale by owner: 115 Deerwood, 
3 BR, 2 BA in great neighborhood. 
One owner home with sprinkler 
system and large fireplace. 
$79,500.00. Call 387-2461 or 387- 
2593 (daytime).

New Life Ministries is offering 
free Bible-based classes each 
Tuesday afternoon and evening for 
anyone interested in understanding 
personality strengths and weakness
es, how to change weaknesses to 
strengths, how to bring healing to 
emotional wounds, how to live 
without the need to control or to be 
controlled, and how to define and 
destroy the self-destructive patterns 
in your life. For more information, 
call Joy Wood at 387-3241.

DO MEN KNOW?
Looking good takes more than 
soap and water. Having great-look
ing skin takes an expert system, 
like Skin Management® for Men 
from Mary Kay. Call me for the 
products that will treat his skin 
right.

Julia Hines 
Mary Kay Independent 

Beauty Consultant 
387-2723

Brewer Refrigeration specializing 
in ice machines. Service, Sales and 
rentals serving Sutton and sur
rounding counties. Call 835-2141 
(home) or 450-2793 (mobile). 
License #TACLB012114C

New Life Inspirations. 302 S.
Concho. Resales, gifts, antiques, 
collectibles (Coca-Cola, John 
Deere, etc.) Gift certificates avail
able. Open Fridays and Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

IFIl® Wsi(g®9a[ii®ll9®iiii3

Girling Health Care, Inc. will 
offer flu vaccinations in your area 
on October 31st from 11:00 - 2:00 at 
Dr. Calderon’s office located at 301 
Hudspeth Drive, Sonora, Texas.
The vaccination is reimbursed fully 
for individuals 65 years of age and 
older who present their Medicare 
Part B identification card. Those 
without Medicare B benefits will be 
charged $15.00 to cover the cost of 
the vaccination.

Subscribe to 
The Devil’s River News 

387-2507 
or email

sales@sonoratx.net

lF>(jals)99© lM®ti9©©

INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR 
UNIFORMS

NOTICE is hereby given that the 
City of Sonora, Texas will receive 
bids for uniforms for the employ
ees. Sealed and marked on the out
side “UNIFORMS” shall be 
received in the Office of the City 
Secretary, City Hall, 201 E. Main, 
Sonora, Texas 76950 no later than 
2:00 p.m. on November 13, 2001, 
at which time bids shall be opened 
and publicly read aloud. 
Specifications are available by con
tacting the City Manager at (915) 
387-2558. The City Council will 
review and take action on bids on 
November 20, 2001 and shall have 
the right to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR 
DEPOSITORY OF OPERAT

ING FUNDS OF THE CITY OF 
SONORA, TEXAS 

NOTICE is hereby given that the 
City of Sonora, Texas will receive 
bids for depository of the City’s 
Operating Funds for the period 
commencing on the 1st day of 
December, 2001 through the 30th 
day of November, 2003. Any bank
ing organization, qualifying under 
the laws of the State of Texas to 
act as depository of municipal 
funds, which desires to act as such 
depository for the City of Sonora 
shall submit written application 
thereof, on the forms supplied by 
the City, sealed and marked on the 
outside “APPLICATION FOR 
DEPOSITORY OF CITY FUNDS, 
DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 2:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, November 13, 2001”. 
Such application shall be received 
in the office of the City Manager, 
Sonora City Hall, 201 E. Main, 
Sonora, Texas no later than 2:00 
p.m. on November 13, 2001 at 
which time such applications shall 
be opened publicly and read aloud. 
All terms, conditions, specifica
tions and requirements for such 
applications are available upon 
request made to the City Manager 
and same are hereby incorporated 
into this Notice to the same extent 
as through fully set forth verbatim 
herein.
The City Council will review and 
take action on bids on November 
20, 2001 and shall have the right to 
accept the application which offers 
the most favorable terms and con
ditions for handling of such funds 
and shall have the right to reject 
any or all applications and to 
waive informalities.

INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR 
FUEL FROM A DISPENSING 

CONTRACTOR FOR THE
MUNICIPAL FLEET

NOTICE is hereby given that the 
City of Sonora will receive bids for 
fuel from a Dispensing Contractor 
for the Municipal Fleet that has a 
fuel security system operating 
within close vicinity of the city. 
Sealed and marked on the outside 
“FUEL BIDS” shall be received in 
the office of the City Secretary,
City Hall, 201 E. Main, Sonora, 
Texas 76950 no later than 2:00 pm. 
on November 13, 2001, at which 
time bids shall be opened piiblicly 
and read aloud. Bid specifications 
are available by calling the City 
Secretary’s Office at (915) 387- 
2558. The City Council has the 
right to accept or reject any and/or 
all bids.

DRN
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK. 
YOU JUST 

PROVED m  
3 8 7 - 2 5 0 7

(915)387-2728

Bobbie A. Smith
^  ^' Broker

3 BR, 2 BA Rock Home, CH/CA, ceiling fans, FP, carpet, yard with 
sprinkler system, large trees, detached garage with upstairs 2 BR, 1 BA 
Apt. Lots of storage. Close to school. Ideal for large family.

Concho Trailer Park containing 6 established trailer spaces.
Good investment property near school. Reasonably priced at $35,000.

Large 3 BR, 2 BA, Brick Veneer home with comer lot. Amenities 
include a den and fireplace, built in book shelves, sun room, CH/AC, 
ceiling fans. Mid $80’s. 211 W. Chestnut

SfiJpJuyfiJarJl 1
Wanted: Established company with 
good benefits is looking for some
one with management and sales 
experience in oil-related business in 
the Ozona - Sonora area. Call 
Dalton at 915-586-5803 or 915- 
940-4828. Position will be in the 
Sonora, Ozona, Sheffield area.

Help Wanted: Maid needed at the 
Holiday Host Motel. Reliability and 
transportation required. Experience 
preferred. Inquire in person at 
Holiday Host.

Help Wanted: Taco Grill now hir
ing for Morning Cook. Full time and 
part time. Please come by Taco Grill 
at 232 Hwy. 277 North between 
6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Call 387-9127

Help Wanted for Housekeeping at 
Best Western. Reliable transporta
tion needed. Flexible hours. Stop by 
270 Hwy 277 N. to pick up applica
tion.

IrlíaKÍiáTá

Hunters! Save Time & $$$. Have 
your deer feeders monitored and 
filled on a routine basis. For more 
info, call D.E. (Danny) Reinhardt 
915-387-2362 or 915-650-3662.

DEER HUNTERS • RANCHERS
Would you like to feed year round 
to grow better quality bucks and a 
healthier deer head but do not have 
the time or live too far away? For 
more information on these services 
I provide. Contact Bobby Hm: 915- 
651-3166 or mobile: 915-656-8299.

New Life Ministries
an interfaith, non-denominational 
fellowship, and a part of the 
Federation of Ministers and 
Churches meet at New Life 
Ministry Center, 205 E. Main for 
Worship, Sunday, 9:30 AM, 
(Lunch served. Fellowship contin
ues all afternoon) Wednesday, 12 
Noon (for Lunch and Praise, 
Worship, Prayer, Fellowship) and 
7 PM for worship service. For 
more information call 387-3241.

®|^93® lnl®lljj®®

WE TAKE TRADES. Any condi
tion! Any year! Trade in your old 
mobile home. For a spacious new 
home. All applications accepted. 
Call for Free Brochures. 1-800-698- 
8003. Se Habla Español 
www.palmharbor.com.

HUNTERS! 3 used mobile homes. 
Priced to sell! 915-655-3773.

$389 mo. 4 BR, 2 BA. S/s fridge, 
freezer, washer & dryer, dishwasher 
& much more. Call Today 1-800- 
698-8003. 10% dn, 360 mo., 7.99% 
apr, 8 pts. wac, cpm. 
www.palmharhnr.com Se Habla 
Español.

ONE STOP SHOPPING. Land & 
Home Financing. We have land 
available for Mobile homes. 
Developed lots with water, septic & 
electrical. Undeveloped lots also 
Available. 915-655-3905.
www.palmharhnr.cnm

Lost: Handmade Cane. Reward. 
Lost around 8/30/01. Has senti
mental value only. Call 387-2507 or 
bring it by the DRN Office.

®1® ia9©
Garage Sale: Friday, November 
2nd. 8:00 a.m. till ? Behind 510 S. 
Crockett (across from Food Center).

From an estate; full bed with 
matching double dresser and mir
ror, 2 chests, 2 matching armchairs, 
beautiful walnut dining set with 
leaves and 6 chairs, oak student 
desk, exercise, equipment. Apricot 
antique settee, excellent condition, 
set of china, lots more - all at rea
sonable prices. Beautiful fall cloth
ing arriving daily. Second Hand 
Rose, Hwy. 277, Eldorado 853- 
3736.

© iu s9 o si© ä ä  @|)lp®!?lii!iiiñ9ti9®á

Carry out and delivery pizza fran
chise. Financing available for quali
fied individual. Call Lance 1-800- 
310-8848.

Process Safety M anagement 
(PSM) Plant 

COORDINATOR 
Ozona/Sonora Asset 

The PSM Coordinator obtains 
qualifications and knowledge of 
plant(s) to be able to identufy 
operations training needs and pre- 
pares/presents/teaches training 
course content; administers testing 
to operators; handles updates of 
drawings to ensure employees are 
informed of operations procedures 
revisions; organizes Management 
of Change documentation efforts 
for area plants in compliance with 
PSM requirements; facilitates 
teams involved in Management of 
Change efforts and may also func
tion as turn-around coordinator 
and training coordinator for asset. 
Also may be needed to fill in from 
time to time as plant operator and 
plant supervisor relief, if needed. 
Operations knowledge required 
with at least 5 years experience 
preferred; also to have had direct 
exposure/involvement with PSM 
documentation. Must be able to 
read and interpret plant P & ID’s. 
Must be able to formulate written 
operations and shut down proce
dures. Good written and verbal 
communication skills required. 
Must have good organization 
skills and conceptual thinking, 
able to dissect complex problems 
and arrive at realistic solutions. 
Prefer candidate who also has 
strong word processing and 
spreadsheet skills and possibly 
some Autocad experience. Some 
training background preferred. 
DEFS offers a competitive salary 
and benefits package. Qualified 
applicants should submit resumes;

Duke Energy Field Services 
Attn: Human Resources 

P.O. Box 50020 
Midland, TX 79710-0020 
or fax to (915) 620-4116

DEFS is an Equal O pportunity Em ployer

*
Duke Energy®
Field Services

A New Kind of EnergyTM

FOR SALE: On the comer of Cima 
and Buena Vista 100' X 100' lot. 
Has sewer and water connections. 
Call 651-2494.

FOR RENT: 2 beautiful offices 
fully carpeted for rent on main street 
with or without furniture. If interest
ed call J. B. Miller at 392-2641.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT with 
all bills paid. Also for rent, carpeted 
2 bedroom house. 392-3907.

FOR RENT; Furnished apartment. 
Bills paid. 303 A. 13th Street. 
392-2100.

FOR SALE: Two (2) lighted com
puter desks with over head storage. 
Locked file drawer and over head 
locked storage-$200 each. Call 
392-3491.

S co tt
Ja co b y Real Estate

107 S. Main • 4 Lots with Buiidings. Make Offer! 
601 E. 2nd • 3 BR, 2 BA Stucco home • $80,000.00 
10 Acres with water weii. 7 miies north of Sonora

P.O. Box 295 
802 S. Concho 
Sonora, TX 76950

Ü 387-9065 Office 
387-2200 Fax

O'

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
NEEDED!

Must have current Class A CDL 
and a good driving record. 
Experience driving transports, vac
uum tracks, operating pump tracks 
& winch track. Monthly perfor
mance & safety bonuses. Health 
insurance, annual profit sharing, 
driver’s days off schedule. Please 
apply in person at Niblett’s Oilfield 
Service, Inc. Hwy. 277 South, 
Eldorado. No phone calls please.

Help Wanted: Amigos Convenient 
Store, 601 Hwy 277 North and I-10. 
Retirees welcome. Full or Part- 
Time. Apply at Texaco. ufn

Help Wanted: La Mexicana now 
hiring waitstaff. Positions open 
immediately. Please apply in person. 
308-A Hwy. 277 North.

RN’s /  LVN’s
Team player nurses needed. Earn 
maximum $ only working 3-4 
nights a week. Please call Benny or 
Carol @ 915-392-3096. Crockett 
County Care Center is an EOE.

Bob Caruthers 
Real Estate

19151 387-LAND
email: bobc@sonoratx.net

B R O K ER
REALTOR*

THE TOWN & COUNTRY DIFFERENCE
STORE MANAGER TRAINEE

• Retail or Fast-Food Management Background Preferred
• Strong Leadership Skills A Must
• Excellent Benefits Package
• Starting Salaries up to $24,000/YR.

Commensurate with experience._________
Fax or mail resume to:
Town and Country Food Stores 
San Angelo Regional Office 
2126 Sherwood Way • San Angelo, TX 76901 
Fax (915) 949-9665

A CAREER CHOICE WITH A DIFFERENCE
Dmg Testing Required 

An Equal Opportunity Employer

IT \

THE TOWN & COUNTRY DIFFERENCE

SERUÍCE DIRECTORY
Sonora Electric 

Company
Electric Repair 

Construction Farm & Ranch 
Conunercial/Residential
A rn o ld  Ho'sfd'rd

915-387-3677
The Bright Spot 

Beauty Shop
Total Hair Care for the Whole Family

Mon-Fri 8-5 387-2460
214 1/2 Main Sonora, TX
Windmills Pumps Service

George Thorp
Waterwell Service 

GEO. “JENKY’" THORP 
915-387-5104 
MOBILE: 915-650-4752 
510 W. Mulberry • Sonora, TX

BUSINESS
BASICS

Full Service Bookkeeping 
Office Supplies 

Open M-F 8:30-5:00
112 North Concho 

387-6127
S.M . F en ce  C o m p an y

All Types Fencing 
Carports • Concrete 

Air C om pressor • Welding 

Sam Mata - Owner 
Res. # 387-2857 • Mobile # 277-7831 

Edward Mata - Res. # 387-6216 
Mobile #650-7162

Cheetah
Wireless Internet 

ADRI Company 
277-5560 

Service provided to 
Sutton County Only

C om m unity  
R ental & Supply

387-5577 
Lolabeth Jones

Party and Event Rental 
Tables, Chairs, 

Tablecloths, etc...

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.
O IL F IE L D  

C O N T R A C T O R  
( 9 1 5 ) 3 8 7 - 2 5 2 4
S o n o ra ,T X

Painting Tile Work
Carpentry Pressure Washing
G reen  C ontracting

General Contractor

214 Sawyer Drive 
Sonora, TX 76950 

(915) 387-5465 « (915) 277-9881

Knox Floor Covering 
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile 

392-2180
201 Ave I Ozona, TX

Rafter W Feed  
2 0 1  C e d a r  
3 8 7 -3 0 4 2

Your local A cco , Purina 
and Sure Fed c j i 

Feed Dealer

Hudson Technology
Offers a full range of Computer, 

Technical & Office Services 
Call for more information 

915-650-3340 
Craig & Joan Hudson

Sonora Hnimal  
Hospital

Open M-F 8:00 - 12:00 
1:00-5:00 

Saturday Morning by 
appointment

HW Y. 290 W.* 387-2481

TEAM GRAPHICS
CUSTOM SCREEN PRINTING 

EMBROIDERY 
T-Shirts • Caps 
Marla Percifull 
915/387-5017

_________ Sonora. TX________

Local Livestock 
Hauling

Dump Truck Service 
Sonora and Surrounding 

Counties
S on n y  S a m a n ieg o

P.O. Box 214 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

(915) 277-0426 M obile 
(915) 387-2177 H om e

CELLUIARONE
Lynn Sahr

Customer Service Representative 
205A Hwy. 277 N.
Sonora, TX 76950 

(915) 387-3086 Off.
387-2767 Fax 

277-0041 C ellu lar

Place your 
Business Ad Here!

i

Sonora Chemical & Supply, Inc. 
301 W. I St St.

■’▼ f  (915)387-6023
FAX (915) 387-2237 

1-877-533-5500 Toll Free 
Air & Fluid Drilling Chemicals 

Sales • Service • Delivery 
Curtis E. Lipham 

Hm. 915-387-3772
_________ ^M_ob 915 -277^3914________

Richard Cooper Marty D. Lipham 
Hm. 915-550-4218 Hm. 915-387-3423 

Mob. 915-277-3915 Mob. 915-277-7030

' nI

http://www.mainstrealty.net
mailto:mainstr@sonoratx.net
mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
http://www.palmharbor.com
http://www.palmharhnr.com
http://www.palmharhnr.cnm
mailto:bobc@sonoratx.net
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Customer Appreciation 
Open House

S a t . ,  N o v . 10,2001
Stop and Visit the Folks at Rafter W  
and Check Out our Complete Line of 

Hunting Supplies and Game Feed. 
While you are enjoying 

refreshments make sure to enter 
the Rafter W  

"BIG BUCK CONTEST" 
and Buy Your Sutton County 
Game Dinner Prize Tickets !

Customer Appreciation 
BI& BUCK 
CONTEST

This year we are honoring the season leasees 
that practice good deer management 

programs and support the 
Rafter W year round.

PRIZES
Season Leasee -  Gun 
Landowner -  Plaque 

Guided Outfitter -  Plaque

Deer feed must be purchased from 
Rafter W (Must qualify when deer 

is brought in for scoring)

Mrs. Mon. -

Rafter W Feed
201 Cedar St. • Sonora, Texas 76950 

387-3042 • Fax 915-387-3194 
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Sat. 7:30 a.m - 5:00 p.m,

A C C O  FEEDS-

Complete Line of 
Game Feed Kp

Acco, Sure Fed & Purina 
Deer Corn 

Deer M ineral 
Deer Pellets 

M ilo
M olasses Tubs

Apple Flavored M ineral Blocks 
Corn & M olasses Flavored Blocks 

Hen Scratch

DROP STATION FOR DAMUTH
DI/C«VE

Com plete Line of 
H unting Supplies

Batteries Game Bags
Scopes Hunting Licenses
Decoys Guns & Ammunition
Lanterns Spincast Feeders
Calls Flashlights
Knives Vehicle Gun Racks
Scents Camouflage Netting
Coolers Solar Panels
Binoculars Tripod Deer Stands

TAXIDERMY SERVICE - BRADY, TX
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Sutton County 
(kune Dinner

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10,2001
6:00 P.M.

SUnON COUNTY CIVIC CENTER 
HW Y290W . 

SONORA, TEXAS

MENU
Black Buck Antelope 

Turkey Fries 
Fried Turkey Breast 

Venison 
Smoked Turkey 

Pork
Beef-o-Lo 

Cabrito 
Camp Bread 

Chili
Son-of-a-Gun Stew 

and our own... 
Sutton County Sausage, 

Beans & More!

PRIZES
OVER 

$30,000.00  
IN

“QUALITY” 
DOOR PRIZES.

50 + Quality Rifles and Shotguns 
Worth over $25,000 

Fishing & Hunting Equipment 
Camping & Outdoor Equipment 

Ice-Chests
MANY, MANY MORE

Vbu do not have to 
be present to win

Admission $7.00
Kids under 10 FREE

Advanced Door Prize Tickets 
can be purchased at:

Mr. D ’s • Chamber o f Commerce 
Teaff Oil • Sonora Hardware 

Sonora Wool & Mohair • Rafter W  
Smitty’s • Sonora Deer Processing

SPONSORED BY: SUTTON COUNTY GOME DINNER OSSOCiOTlON
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 387-2880  ^
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Livestock and Wildlife from page 1.
raphy; 3) predators; 4) poisonous 
plants; 5) availability of animals, 
6) availability of markets for dif
ferent kinds of and classes of ani
mals, 7) diseases, and 8) manage
ment skills and preferences. 
Matching the dietary preferences 
and nutrient requirements of the 
animals to the kinds and quality of 
the vegetation is the first important 
step. Generally, cattle utilize large 
amounts of grasses, sheep prefer 
forbs, goats utilize browse effec
tively and deer prefer browse and 
forbs. However, all four kinds of 
the animals utilize all three forage 
classes. *The most efficient com
bination o f animals (Le. mixtures 
o f cattle, sheep, goats, and deer) 
depends upon the availability o f 
different kinds o f forage.

Are combinations of dif
ferent grazing animal species 
beneficial? Yes, it can be 
because grazing different combi
nations of animals (multi-species 
grazing) affects livestock produc
tion by affecting grazing distribu
tion. Multi-species grazing is part 
of the solution to grazing distribu
tion problems. Multi-species graz
ing allows, within limits, an 
increase in stocking rate without 
adversely affecting individual ani
mal performance or the range 
resource. For example, when a sin
gle species of animal is grazed in a 
pasture with a diverse mix of plant 
species and topography, poor graz
ing distribution can be expected to 
reduce the efficiency of nutrient 
harvest. This is in itself may not be 
detrimental to the forage, but it

may limit the potential productivity 
of the range. *Selective grazing 
problems (Le. grazing distribution) 
can be reduced by grazing more 
than one animal species.

How does multi-species 
grazing increase animal pro
duction? In general, it can be 
attributed to more efficient use of 
the total plant species. This is possi
ble because of the different prefer
ences exercised by different kinds of 
animals. Goats are the intermediate 
foragers. They have smaller rumens 
than cattle or sheep that allows them 
to feed more selectively. They have 
smaller rumens than cattle or sheep 
that allows them to feed more selec
tively. The can also forage standing 
on their hind legs. This coupled with 
their prehensile tongue and physical 
agility, provides the goat the oppor
tunity to select a diverse diet, even 
in areas inaccessible to cattle and 
sheep. Sheep are between the inter
mediate and grass/roughage eaters. 
They have a rumen volume to body 
weight ratio similar to cattle, but 
have a much smaller mouth that 
allows them an advantage in terms 
of forage selection. This is especial
ly true when animals select their 
diets from short forage selection. 
This is especially true when animals 
select their diets from short or low 
growing vegetation. Cattle are 
grass/roughage eaters. *7/ stocking 
rate is not excessive, less animal-to- 
animal competition fo r  any one 
plant species will result from multi
species grazing. They sweep forage 
into their mouth with their tongue 
where it is pinched between the

upper plate and lower teeth and 
torn off. This type of harvesting 
mechanism prevents cattle from 
efficiently grazing short forage. 
Deer are concentrate selectors. 
They are more mobile and travel 
farther than domestic livestock 
and spend more time searching 
for high quality forage (i.e., they 
travel over the available terrain 
more efficiently). They also have 
smaller rumen to body weight 
ratios than domestic livestock. 
Other potential benefits of multi
species grazing include: 
l)Increased reproduction effi
ciency may result from using 
sheep and goats, both of which 
have greater reproductive poten
tial than cattle. 2)Multi-species 
grazing may reduce poisoning 
from toxic plants because of 
reduced grazing pressure on the 
preferred forage and use of 
plants that may be toxic to one 
species of animal but not anoth
er. 3) Multi-species grazing may 
lessen the negative impacts of 
drought. 4)Multi-species grazing 
increase the opportunity for 
enterprise diversity and potential 
increase in net income.

Where is the proof that 
multi-species grazing is 
beneficial? The response of 
animals managed under multi
species grazing was recorded 
during a 20-year study on the 
Texas A&M University 
Research Station at Sonora. 
Cattle gained more per head 
when grazed with sheep and 
goats than when grazed alone.

The reason for this is when an animal- 
unit of cattle is replaced by an animal- 
unit of sheep and goats, larger 
amounts of higher quality grass(i.e. 
higher ratio's of leaf to stem and green 
to dead plant tissue) become available 
to the remaining cattle. This was also 
true for sheep. Weight gained by 
sheep alone was less than when sheep 
were grazed with cattle and goats. 
more efficient harvest o f the vegeta
tion was realized with a mixture o f 
animals than a single species.

How about deer and goats? 
White-tailed deer and goats occur on 
rangelands throughout the Edwards 
Plateau. Since both species have the 
potential to yield significant income 
to ranchers, and because of similari
ties in body size, morphology, and 
feeding habits, there is concern (espe
cially among wildlife biologists) 
regarding potential for forage compe

tition between the two species. If 
competition is occurring between 
deer and goats, it should be negative
ly affecting the way in which these 
animals obtain food. Numerous deer 
and goat foraging studies have been 
conducted on the Texas A&M 
University Research Station at 
Sonora. Results from studies indicate 
that direct competition between deer 
and goats is light and probably 
would have little direct effect on deer 
performance. The researchers con
cluded that the long-term misman
agement of grazing pressure (over
stocking and continuous grazing of 
cattle, sheep, goats, and deer) which 
reduces plant diversity and produc
tion would have a much more impor
tant influence on deer diets and nutri
tion than direct competition and 
goats.
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Livestock and Wildlife Interactions: Good or Bad?
What is Competition?
Competition between animals 

is the mutual use of a resource in 
limited supply. Resources include 
forage, water, cover, space (i.e., 
nesting sites, loafing areas, forag
ing areas, etc.) One of the most 
important resources is forage and 
how it interacts with diet selection 
of different species of animals. 
There are theories suggesting that 
patterns of diet selection are influ
enced by several factors. Some of 
these include the idea that animals 
have nutritional wisdom, in other 
words they select what they need 
nutritionally, so they select forage 
that best meets their needs. Another 
idea is that animals avoid plants 
that contain toxic chemicals (phy
tochemicals). Others have shown 
that physical constraints such as gut 
capacity and the passage rates of 
forage through the digestive system 
are influential factors. And finally 
there is the idea that, logistical con
straints, or the amount of time 
available for searching out and 
ingesting forage, influence how 
animals select their diets.

* Dietary overlap does not 
always equal competition! Why is 
this? Probably because dietary 
overlap does not account for for
age availability.

Are there different types 
of competition?

Yes, Intraspecific competition 
involves animals of the same 
species (i.e., species A vs species
A) . Interspecific competition 
involves animals of different 
species (i.e., species A vs species
B) .

* Many times actual dietary 
selection boils down to which plant 
species are available; therefore, 
management goals should include 
increasing plant diversity.

Where is competition 
most likely to occur - within or 
between species?

This question can be answered 
with a question. What species of 
animal will select a diet most simi-. 
lar to a deer? Another deer! For this 
discussion, let’s consider only cat
tle, sheep, goats, and white-tailed 
deer. They are all ruminants i.e., 
food is digested by microbes in the 
rumen before entering the true 
stomach (abomasum). Because of 
this , they can convert indigestible 
carbohydrates and chemically 
trapped proteins into animal prod
ucts

* Under this classification 
scheme white-tailed deer are con
centrate selectors, cattle are grass 
and roughage eaters, goats are 
intermediate feeders, and sheep 
are somewhere in between.

Even though all ruminants 
share this unique ability to digest 
low quality forage, cattle, sheep, 
goats, and deer are not the same. 
Different species of ruminants 
exhibit unique foraging behaviors 
that often result in large differences 
in diet selection and nutritional 
value. To make this easier to under
stand, ruminants have been classi
fied into three different categories 
based on their foraging strategies: 
concentrate selectors, intermediate 
feeders, and grass and roughage 
eaters. Each species has its own 
feeding style that is determined by

digestive capabilities and is also 
affected by the characteristics of its 
lips, tongue, lower incisor teeth, 
dental pad, mobility, and other 
physical characteristics.

Is the foraging behavior of 
animais infiuenced by the kind 
of vegetation?

Yes, the vegetative composi
tion is very important in determin
ing what an animal will select. 
Basically, range vegetation is com
posed of cell contents and cell 
walls.

Cell contents are highly 
digestible; however, the plant cell 
wall, composed of fiber (i.e., cellu
lose and lignin), is much more diffi
cult for ruminants to digest. As a 
plant matures, there is a correspond
ing increase in the proportion of cell 
walls; therefore, mature forage can 
limit the rate of food passage 
through out the digestive tract and 
prevent or restrict consumption of 
additional forage. When animals 
consume forage high in cell walls it 
must be retained in the rumen for a 
sufficient period of time for the cel
lulose to be digested. Grasses are 
generally higher in cellulose than 
are forbs and browse. Thus, ani
mals with larger rumens, such as 
cattle, are more adapted for using 
grasses than, for example, deer or 
goats. Lignin is almost totally indi
gestible and interferes with cellu
lose digestion. Since browse is gen
erally higher in lignin compared to 
grasses and forbs, it would not be 
advantageous for a cow with a large 
rumen to consume a diet relatively 
high in browse. Conversely, for ani
mals with small rumens that have

high turnover rates such as deer and 
goats, diets high in lignin could be 
beneficiaL For such animals the 
dignified cells rapidly pass through 
the rumen with very little energy 
being wasted in the process of 
digesting the cellulose and lignin.

*Animals generally select leaf 
over stem and green material over 
dry or mature materiaL As vegeta
tion matures, shifts in diet selection 
occur depending on the available 
vegetation and species o f  animal.

Is dietary overlap exactly 
the same for animals of the 
same species? r

No, research from the TAMU 
Research Station at Sonora showed 
that deer overlapped with deer 86% 
and goats overlapped with goats 
59%. We've seen similar results 
with sheep. Cattle appear to have 
the highest dietary overlap that is 
probably related to their method of 
forage harvest.

*Deer are more selective in 
their foraging than cattle, sheep, or 
goats.

If competition occurs, 
what negative effects can we 
expect?

Dietary shifts (animals con
sume lower quality forages) will 
occur, which may result in reduced 
productivity (fewer and smaller off
spring), and possibly increased mor
tality. Supplemental feeding costs 
will increase and less net income 
will be realized from the ranching 
operation. Also, overuse of the pre
ferred forages will cause them to 
decrease or be eliminated from the 
vegetative complex.

*If competition is occurring.

then numbers o f either livestock 
or wildlife need to be adjusted.

How do you avoid com
petition?

Manage your stocking rate!! 
Stocking rate is the most important 
grazing management decision. 
Over stocking results in damage to 
the forage, increases competition 
between animals, and lowers ani
mal production. At light stocking, 
the production per animal is not 
affected by the addition of an addi
tional animal. As the stocking rate 
is increased, the forage resource 
begins to decline, and a point is 
reached where animals are compet
ing with each other for food.

Manage to increase plant 
diversity and abundance!! 
Rangeland vegetation is comprised i 
of a great diversity of sptecies with 
broad genetic variation within most 
species. This plant diversity is an 
asset to both the stability of the 
plant communities and the animal 
as it selects its diet. Plant diversity 
adds stability to the nutrient intake 
of the grazing animal by allowing 
them to shift their diets from 
species to species as season's 
change and as the degree of use 
increases.

*Sometimes, less is more!! 
Fewer animals may increase plant 
diversity and abundance.

What kind of animals 
should I have on the range? 
This is very important decision. 
Several factors should be consid
ered: 1) the kin^ of and amount of 
available vegetation; 2) the topog-

Continues next page
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General Deer Season Opens Statewide Nov. 3
AUSTIN, Texas — For the first time in two 

decades, Texas deer hunters don't have to worry about 
zone boundaries on opening day. The general deer 
season opens Nov. 3 over most of the state.

"We hope the uniform opener will promote the 
continuation of a tradition — deer season, where fam
ilies across the state celebrate the hunt," said Gary 
Graham, Texas Parks and Wildlife's wildlife division 
director. "It's a big part of Texas' heritage that should 
be preserved."

The decision by state wildlife officials to estab
lish a concurrent opener in both the North and South 
Zones was among hunting and fishing regulation 
changes adopted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission this year.

Factoring in the early archery-only season and a 
variety of late special season options, deer may be 
hunted legally in Texas for more than four months. 
But it's the tradition of the November season opener 
that draws the most hunters into the field.

Lots of Deer, Lots of Hunters
The white-tailed deer is arguably the No. 1 game 

animal in Texas with a population exceeding 3.5 mil
lion animals pursued by more than a half-million 
hunters. Deer hunting is also big business in Texas, 
contributing almost $2.2 billion annually to the state's 
economy, according to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

statistics.
The general deer season opens Nov. 3 in all but 

six Panhandle counties and runs through Jan. 6 in the 
North Zone. In South Texas, the general season 
extends through Jan. 20. A special youth-only deer
hunting weekend is scheduled for Oct. 27-28 
statewide in which only licensed hunters 16 years old 
and younger accompanied by a supervising adult may 
harvest white-tailed deer.

A Promising Season
Generally speaking, the upcoming deer season 

should be a promising one, according to Jerry Cooke, 
TPW big game program director. "Antler growth and 
body weights should be above average in many 
regions of the state, thanks to timely rainfall early in 
the year combined with preseason rains that helped 
generate new forage plants," he noted.

Although the condition of the deer herd may be 
cut and dry, Cooke says hunting conditions aren't. "We 
had a whole series of sweeping rains that could have a 
profound effect on baiting because of forb growth 
Deer may not come to com early in the season. You 
also have to consider, though, that wet range condi
tions also accelerate the rotting process on mast crops 
and once the cold weather hits, forb growth gets 
knocked back. That's when deer will more readily 
come to feeders."
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Hunting Regulation Errors Noted 
in Outdoor Annual

2001 - 2002 Hunting Seasons 
In Sutton County

W H ITE TAIL D EER - Archeiy Season, Sept. 29-Oct. 28; 
General Season, Nov. 3-Jan. 6; Special Late General Season, Jan. 7- 
20 (antlerless and spike bucks only). Bag limit for all seasons com
bined: 5 deer no more than 2 bucks.

JAVELINA - No closed season. Bag limit: 2 per license year.
SQ U IR R EL - No closed season. No bag limit.
TURKEY - Archery Season, Sept. 29-Oct. 28 and General 

Season, Nov. 3-Jan. 6 (either sex). Spring Season, Apr. 6-May 12 
(gobblers only). Bag limit for all seasons combined: 4 per license 
year.

QUAIL - Oct. 27-Feb. 24. Daily bag limit: 15, 45 in poss.
DOVE - Sept. 1 - Oct. 28 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 6. Daily bag limit: 

12 mourning, white-winged, and white-tipped doves to include not 
more than 2 white-tipped.

The Sonora Ministerial 
Alliance is sponsoring a deer distri
bution program during the hunting 
season. This marks the 10th year 
the the Ministerial Alliance has co
ordinated this deer distribution pro
gram in Sonora. Well over 1.000 
deer have been delivered to Sonora 
families in that time.

Each week during deer season, 
churches of the Alliance, and other 
local organizations such as the 
Sonora Volunteer Fire Department, 
will deliver filed-dressed deer to 
Sonora residents who request one.

Hunters and landowners who 
would like to contribute deer to be 
distributed through this program 
may take their deer to Sonora Deer 
Processing at 804 Glasscock.

AUSTIN, Texas — Hunters will 
notice a change in the way game 
regulations are presented in this 
year's 2001-2002 Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Outdoor Annual. What 
they might not notice are a few 
errors that appear in the booklet, 
which became available Aug. 15 
when new licenses went on sale.

To ensure hunters and anglers 
are,-legal in the field, states David 
Sinclair, TPW director of wildlife 
enforcement sportsmen should be 
aware there are a few cases of inac
curate information in the new 
Outdoor Annual. The following 
revisions should be noted before 
going afield this fall:

The season dates for prong
horn antelope are Sept. 29 through 
Oct. 7,2001.

Applications for the two new 
hunt categories in the Big Time 
Texas Hunts program may not be 
purchased through license vendors. 
Entries in the Texas Heritage Hunt 
and the Texas Premium Buck Hunt 
must be mailed in to TPW and are 
available online
(http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/hunt/p 
ubhunt/bgtime_entry.htm) or by 
calling (8(X)) 792-1112 and request
ing an application from the wildlife 
information help desk (menu option
5)

* Some counties in the one- 
buck-only zones were incorrectly 
noted in text appearing with a 
statewide map listing of white
tailed deer regulations. Instead of 
the repetitive and lengthy text list
ing of hunting regulations for each 
of Texas' 254 counties that has 
appeared in the Outdoor Annual for 
years, TPW created a common 
alphabetic key system with accom
panying maps. The one-buck-only 
counties that are divided into West

and East zones should include coun
ties labeled B, C, D, E, F, G, I, L, 
and M.

* In the section outlining gener
al season white-tailed deer regula
tions for D counties, hunters in 
Grayson County should be aware 
that antlerless deer may be taken by 
Managed Land Deer permits only, 
except on the Hagerman National 
Wildlife Refuge. No antlerless per
mit is required for Williamson 
County (west of Interstate 35) or 
McLennan County, unless MLD 
permits have been issued.

In the section outlining gener
al season white-tailed deer regula
tions for F counties, which include 
the East Zone one-buck-only coun
ties of Cass, Harrison, Marion, 
Nacogdoches, Panola, Sabine, San 
Augustine and Shelby, hunters 
should be aware that doe days begin 
Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 22, 2001) 
and run through Sunday, November 
25, 2001, not Nov. 7 as indicated in 
the guide.

* In the section outlining white
tailed deer regulations for K coun
ties, which include Brewster, 
Culberson, Jeff Davis, Pecos, 
Presidio, Reeves, Terrell and por
tions of Upton counties, hunters 
should note that during the general 
season antlerless deer may be taken 
without an antlerless permit unless 
MLD antlerless permits have been 
issued for the property.

"In an effort to help hunters and 
anglers we made the booklet more 
user-friendly this year by going to a 
graphics-based format," Sinclair 
said. "If you aren't sure about a reg
ulation or have conflicting informa
tion, contact your local TPW game 
warden or call us toll free at (800) 
792-1112, prior to going hunting or 
fishing."
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Hunters should know...
Co-op facilities are never in season !

Hunting season is a much anticipated time for 
many Texans - but often a dreaded time for 

an electric co-op lineman. Each year brings with it an increase in 
vandalism of electric facilities. Whether by accident or intent, 

insulators, poles, transformers, power lines, meters, and other hardware 
often become targets for hunters. Not only is the damage expensive to 
repair, it can also create an extremely dangerous condition. A damaged 
insulator can cause a power line to fall causing substantial risk for the 
linemen who must work to repair the damage. And the danger doesn’t 
stop there. Loss of service to a home with life-support equipment can 
quickly create a life threatening situation. An outage can also affect 

traffic signals and security lighting. Southwest Texas Electric 
Cooperative wants this hunting season to be a good one for you and 

your Co-op. So, please take careful aim before you shoot and be 
certain that there is nothing between you and your target this season!

Southw est Texas Electric Cooperative
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by Mary Humphrey
I think we can safely whistle a 

different tune this hunting season 
as compared to last. Most animal 
numbers have increased quite 
respectfully during the year as 
recruitment levels have remained 
high even through the dry summer 
months, and animal movement 
should increase through the season 
if the current dry conditions per
sist.

Not to say that dry conditions 
are always, if ever, good -  consid
er the rains that pulled us out of our 
drought last fall and the rains early 
this year that set us up for a weed- 
infested spring. In the deer com
munity, late last year doe body 
conditions rebounded to the point 
that most all does were bred and a 
good proportion of them even pro
duced twin fawns this summer. 
The abundant weed/forb produc
tion that blanketed the Plateau also 
came at the precisely correct time 
to most favorably affect initial 
antler production and develop
ment. Unfortunately, some areas 
may have turned off too hot and 
dry too quickly over the core sum
mer months to carry out that initial 
surge of antler production. 
Therefore, with the subsequent 
loss of annual weeds to the early 
summer heat, final quality antler 
production may not have been 
fully carried out and may be spotty 
across the region this season, much 
like our acorn crop.

Rainfall distribution was also 
spotty across the region, with some

areas receiving decent doses of 
rain while others received little to 
none. So far for this year, the 
Sutton County Underground Water 
Conservation District office in 
Sonora reports rainfall amounts 
totaling 0.91" for January, 0.47" in 
February, 0.93" that fell in several 
different doses through the month 
of March, 1.72" in scattered show
ers throughout April, 1.83" spread 
throughout May, nothing in June, 
1.00" in July, 0.32" for August, 
0.98" for September, and 0.59" so 
far in October. Grass production 
was poor on ranches heavily 
stocked with livestock through the 
summer, so competition for the 
available weeds was high between 
different classes of grazing/brows- 
ing animals. Those places with 
decreased livestock numbers as 
well as lowered deer numbers 
should show (and are showing) 
better antler quality due to 
increased availability of food 
sources to resident deer numbers.

Sutton County deer numbers 
have actually fallen off slightly 
this year, but should not be reason 
for afarm as the slight decrease in 
the population will quickly be 
filled with the current year’s 
recruitment of fawns. The County 
generally runs about 10-12 acres to 
the deer, and considering the 
recent droughts experienced in the 
area, loss of some of the deer down 
to carrying capacity of the range 
was imminent. Recent white
tailed deer surveys in the County 
show a county-wide density of

14.4 acres per deer with a buck:doe 
ratio of 1:2.84 and a relatively high 
fawn crop of 0.65 fawns per doe. 
Undoubtedly, loss of some does 
was experienced last year therefore 
the subsequent differences in the 
herd composition ratios across the 
County. According to the surveys 
this year, bucks generally make up 
for 18% of the population, does 
make up for 50% of the popula
tion, and fawns make up for 32% 
of the population. Loss of some of 
the animals last year coupled with 
the turn-around in weather and 
range conditions have led to a 
boom in the reproductive cycle 
with resultant increased fawn pro
duction. Care should be taken in 
those areas with decreased doe 
numbers to not over-harvest that 
doe segment, but to remember to 
lower the over-all deer numbers to 
remain within the carrying capaci
ty of the habitat. Take up some of 
the slack in deer numbers in the 
harvest by reducing the number of 
cull bucks in the population. In 
those areas that did not experience 
a loss of doe numbers, and with 
such a high fawn crop across the 
area, it should be stressed to lower 
antlerless numbers through the 
harvest this season as those fawns 
moving into the adult population 
will surely create an over-jxipula- 
tion of animals for next year.

Predictions for the rut: a
breeding chronology study that 
TPWD performed across the area 
during the early 90’s showed this 
area’s main rut to fall during the

last week of November through the 
first week of December, with a 
buffer zone of one week on either 
side of that time frame. From the 
way the animals are currently act
ing, the rut seems as though it 
should fall that way for this hunt
ing season. The pre-rut has already 
been noticed to be in full swing in 
some areas. Of course, those strag
gler big bucks more worried about 
fighting early in the season will 
probably be more active again late 
in the season to finish off those 
does not caught the first time 
around.

Not only are we now hearing 
of Anthrax scares due to terroristic 
threats, but the southwestern 
Plateau experienced its fair share 
of Anthrax outbreaks this summer. 
Some parts of Val Verde and 
Edwards Counties as well as some 
other South Texas Counties were 
affected. Since 1978, outbreaks 
have occurred every few years due 
to favorable environrriental condi
tion? that include a mild winter fol
lowed by an unusually wet spring 
and then sudden dry summer con
ditions. The recent outbreaks this 
summer gained much more public
ity than previous outbreaks 
because a ranch hand near Carta 
Valley contracted the cutaneous 
form of the infection from handling 
an infected buffalo carcass, and 
changing land demographics in the 
area have made more people aware 
of the possibilities for outbreaks. 
The disease outbreak in the south
western portion of the Plateau

began to abate after rains started 
falling during th e , first week of 
July in the affected area. 
Outbreaks usually end with the 
onset of cooler weather that forces 
the bacteria into dormancy. No 
known cases of Anthrax were 
reported to the Texas Animal 
Health Commission from Sutton 
County this past summer. In any 
event, TAHC officials agree, sur
viving deer in areas experiencing 
anthrax outbreaks are suitable for 
hunters to harvest and consume 
once the outbreak has abated. Use 
common sense in cleaning and 
consuming wild game meat -  
don’t consume animals that 
appeared sick upon harvest, wear 
protective gloves when dressing 
game, and thoroughly cook meat 
before consumption. It should be 
noted, as taken from the TAHC 
bulletin regarding Anthrax: 
"Domestic and wild swine are 
fairly resistant to anthrax and 
although they may become ill, 
some of these animals recover 
fully....During an outbreak, do 
not consume wild hogs shot in an 
affected area. Swine may have 
fed on carcasses. Although swine 
are resistant to anthrax, they may 
temporarily harbor the bacte
ria...During cool weather, wild 
hogs will be free of the disease -  
thoroughly cooked meat is consid
ered safe to eat." In those areas 
thick with feral hogs that did not 
experience Anthrax outbreaks this 
summer -  this should not deter
See Hunting Sutton Co. next page

by Steve Nelle, Game Biologist
It seems like everyone these 

days, from landowners to hunters, 
wants to grow larger antlers on 
bucks. Hunting magazines are full 
of photographs of huge bucks and 
articles on how to grow bigger 
antlers. Advertisements for deer 
feed and deer feeders are com
monplace. The message that 
many are hearing is that if you 
want bigger bucks, the easiest way 
to do it, is by supplemental feed
ing.

There is no doubt that deer 
respond very favorably to 
increased nutrition. When nutri
tion is good, deer grow bigger 
bodies, larger antlers, and the does 
have more fawns. Impressive 
results have been seen on many 
ranches who use supplemental 
feeding. So, if the practice works 
so well, how eome it is still a con
troversial issue?

The use of supplemental feed
ing to improve deer quality does 
work, but the economics of the 
practice and ecological side 
effects are questionable. If sup
plemental feeding is done in a 
manner that makes a significant 
difference in deer quality, it is a 
very very expensive practice. 
Feeding a high protein, nutrition
ally complete feed will cost some
where in the neighborhood of $50 
to $75 per deer every year. This 
includes only the actual cost of the 
feed at 1.5 pounds per deer per 
day at a cost of $200 per ton. 
Other expenses that must be con

sidered are the cost of feeders, 
feed pens, and the labor to fill and 
maintain the feeders. For a 2000 
acre ranch with a density of 15 
acres per deer, there will be 133 
deer, and the annual cost of sup
plemental feed will be from about 
$6500 to $10,000 per year, not 
including the associated costs 
mentioned above. The practice 
must be continued year after year 
to be effective and the results 
sometimes don't show up until the 
third or fourth year. The cost fac
tor alone makes the practice not 
feasible for most landowners and 
hunters.

The other factor that makes 
supplemental feeding question
able, is the damage to the habitat 
that will occur with too many deer. 
One of the results of feeding is a 
large increase in fawn crops and a 
resulting increase in the deer pop
ulation. Unless the manager is 
extremely diligent to kill enough 
does each year, a supplementally 
fed deer population will soon 
become overpopulated.
Overgrazing of favorite food 
plants will result in damage and 
degradation to the habitat and an 
increased depiendence on more and 
more feed. Once habitat is dam
aged by deer, it is very difficult to 
reverse that damage.

Ranchers and hunters should 
think twice about starting a sup
plemental feeding program. 
Although the results can be 
impressive, the financial costs are

high and the possibility of caus
ing long-term harm to habitat is 
increased. For those who are 
willing to pay the high cost of 
such a program, the greatest 
challenge will be to keep the 
deer population in check and 
within the carrying capacity of 
the native habitat. It is possible 
to use supplemental feeding in a 
responsible way that will main
tain the quality of native habitat, 
but it is difficult and requires 
long term commitment.

According to Steve Nelle, 
Biologist with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
the best and most cost-effective 
way to improve deer quality and 
antler size is to manage native 
habitat. Assistance in develop
ing a habitat management plan is 
available from the NRCS with 
offices in nearly every county in 
Texas.

Welcome Hunters 
to  Sutton County

Show your 
hunting license 
and receive a 
10% discount 
on your order.

Dairy Queen
134 Hwy. 277 N 

387-2118

Photo courtesy of Rafter W 
Ranches

Jacoby Estate

WELCOME 
HUNTERS

P.O. Box 295 
802 S. Concho 
Sonora, TX 76950 □  Ü 387-9065 Office 

387-2200 Fax

w H i r m n

At Arroyo Grande Ranch, we offer an 

array of exciting Whitetaii and Exotic 

Hunting Packages. There are numerous 

pre-pianned hunts or we wiii be happy to 

help you plan a hunt customiied tor your 

particular wishes. % f?A,

'1 ^
r:t ■

HUNTING
For more detaiis, or to schedule your 

hunt, contact Robert Mayer by phone at 

(915) 38?-31?0or (915) 650-2061. Our fax 

number is (915) 307-8662, or visit our 

website at w w w .ir ro y o g ra id o ra n c h .e o n

'  j i -  . V .

WELCOME HUNTERS!
Winter Hours:

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
OPEN EVERYDAY EXCEPT CHRISTMAS 

3/4 mile Tour 
1 1/4 Mile Tour 

2 Mile Tour 
Temperature: 70

Special Rates fo r  Sponsored Groups.
R V  and Tent Camping on Site.

Location: The Caverns of Sonora are located off 
Interstate 10 (U.S. 290), Exit 392, 8 miles west of Sonora, Texas.

For Further Information Call or Write:
Caverns ofSonora 

P.O. Box 1196 
Sonora, Texas 76950

(915) 387-3105 • (915) 387-6507 • Fax (915) 387- 6508 or visit our website www.cavernsofsonora.com

http://www.irroyograidoranch.eon
http://www.cavernsofsonora.com
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How to Field Dress a Deer
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Hunting Sutton County from  previous page
By Game Warden, Grover 
Simpson

Reprinted with permission 
from TP&W.

After you havè shot your 
deer, approach it from the rear 
carefully, making sure it is dead. 
Tag the deer immediately, before 
your hands get bloody. Start 
field-dressing the deer at once 
with a good, strong-bladed 
knife. There is no need to cut the 
throat to bleed the deer because 
in the process of field-dressing, 
it will bleed out better and faster.

For safety, use knife with at 
least a four inch blade, guard and 
large handle. Prop deer on rocks, 
head up hill, if possible. If ani
mal is a buck, remove the sex 
organs. If it is a doe, remove the 
bag.

The following procedure has 
been used for many years by 
hunters in field-dressing a deer:

Prop the deer on its back 
using two large rocks or logs 
under the shoulders and two 
under the hips. If your deer is a 
buck, remove the sex organs 
with a sharp knife.

Starting between the hind 
legs, cut all the way down to the 
pelvic bone. Then turn your 
knife blade up, and using your 
other hand to hold the skin and 
meat away from the entrails, cut 
up through the breastbone 
(brisket), and on up the neck as 
far as possible. Be sure you use a 
strong large-handled knife to cut 
through the breastbone, because 
a small knife will hit the rib cage 
and turn sideways in your hand.

Begin cutting between legs; 
do not cut deep enough top reach 
intestines.Cut up middle, and

through breast bone and all the 
way up to jaw, unless head is to 
be mounted. If it is to be mount
ed. cut only to a point just below 
top of animals brisket.

Cut the windpipe in two as 
far up the neck as possible. Lay 
your knife down. Grasp the 
windpipe with both hands and 
pull hard, downward. The 
insides will come out all the way 
down to the mid-section. Now 
remove the stones from under 
the deer and roll the carcass on 
the side. Cut the thin layer of 
meat that is holding the entrails 
to the ribs, all the way down to 
the backbone. Then turn the deer 
over and do the same on the 
other side. Lay your knife down 
again, and, using both hands, get 
a firm grip on the entrails and 
pull down, hard. All the entrails 
will come out of the deer.

Remove windpipe quickly 
because it will taint meat. Reach 
into throat, (point depending on 
whether specimen is to be 
mounted) and pull out windpipe, 
by jerking toward tail; intestines 
will come free to middle section.

Lift the deer up by the hind 
legs and lay a large rock under 
the rump. This will spread the 
back legs open. Place your knife 
against the middle of the pelvis 
to locate the seam where the 
bones grow together, and press 
down, hard. You may need to hit 
your knife with a rock, to cut 
through the bone. Then you can 
finish cleaning out the deer. If a 
tree is handy and you have a 
rope, hang the deer up by the 
head or antlers for about 20 min
utes. This will allow the loose 
blood to drain out of the body

cavity. If no tree is handy, turn 
the deer upside down in a clean 
place and let it drain.

You can begin skinning 
while the deer is draining. (If 
specimen is to be mounted hang 
deer by hind legs for skinning.) 
The sldn comes off most easily 
while the deer is still warm, so it 
should be skinned within two 
hours. To remove the skin, cut it 
down the inside of each leg to 
the middle of the deer. Now cut 
the skin all the way around the 
neck, as close to the head as 
possible. Grasp the skin with 
both hands at the back of the 
head and pull down hard. 
Usually the skin will come off 
down to the front legs. Use your 
knife to work the skin off the 
legs and where the skin sticks 
tightly to the meat. Then pull 
down on the skin and it will 
come free.

Take your deer back to 
camp. Hang it in a tree by the 
hind legs for four to five hours. 
This will allow all the tiny 
blood vessels to drain back and 
out toward the heart. Wrap the 
deer in a sheet or cheese cloth. 
Let your deer hang by the hind 
legs until it cools off. Then cut it 
up as you wish.

Move rocks and turn deer 
on it's side. Slide knife into mid
section and slice through, free
ing intestines held by mem
branes at that point. Roll deer 
on other side and repeat. Grip 
intestines and pull out.

Now prop deer as before, 
putting large rock or log under 
rump. Feel for seam of pelvis 
and cut through. Hammer knife

with rock if necessary. Now 
clean out the cavity.

Hang deer by head for 
about 20 minutes to drain blood. 
Or turn upside down in a clean 
place. Now begin skinning. If 
specimen is to be mounted, hang 
deer by hind legs to skin. Cut 
skin on inside of legs to middle. 
Cut skin around the throat, (or if 
to be mounted around, cut 
around shoulders). Pull down 
and use knife in tight places, 
skinning deer from neck down

to tail.
Always keep carcass in 

shade. Hang by hind legs to 
cool. If hung by antlers, the 
blood still in the veins could col
lect in hams and spoil meet. 
Cover carcass with a sheet or 
cheesecloth and hang for five to 
six hours.

Photo Courtesey of Finklea Bros. Ranches

you from harvesting hogs -  keep 
working those numbers down.

And if that’s not enough to 
keep you thinking, be careful on 
area roads as the threat of a deer 
running across your path has 
become less horrific than you 
totaling your windshield with a 
turkey crossing your path. Turkey 
numbers have rebounded once 
again from a low last year of 0.19 
poults per hen to 3.13 poults per 
hen. Only 6% of the hens 
observed last year had poults com
pared to this year with 51% of the 
hens observed having poults. The 
interesting thing about this sum
mer’s hatch of young turkeys is 
that the broods have remained 
large all through the summer. 
Where quite possibly only 3-5 sur
vive the summer, this year broods 
have retained up to 6 to 10 young 
of the year. The large, long-lasting 
broods can be attributed mostiy to 
the tremendous grasshopper num
bers experienced through the sum
mer throughout the territory. 
Seems as though blue quail num
bers have once again done well 
through the heat this summer, bob- 
whites are again only marginal,- 
but check out the late-flying 
mourning doves. Their numbers 
seem to be better around stock 
tanks now than during the first few 
weeks of September.

We have had a few bears 
reported around the area through 
the past year. One old female was 
actually captured in a residential 
area in Sonora the day after 
Thanksgiving in 2000. Our 
Sonora black bear, dubbed 
‘Maria’, was relocated to the 
Black Gap Wildlife Management 
Area in Brewster County soon 
after her capture. Bonnie

McKinney, area biologist, reported 
that after Maria was transported to 
the Area, she had to be re-tranquil- 
ized in order to take certain mea-^ 
surements of her physical charac
teristics, and fitted with a radio 
collar for ease in locating for 
future purposes and tracking 
attempts. McKinney reported, " 
Maria stayed on the Gap for about 
a week [after release], then headed 
north. She moved some 60 miles 
to the Glass Mountains located 
near Marathon and had denned up 
during the winter." A hunter in 
those same mountains provided a 
visual observation on her during 
December, but subsequent loca
tions for her have been difficult to 
obtain since that observation.

These animals are protected and 
should not be harassed or harmed. 
Please report all bear sightings in 
Sutton County to Mary Humphrey, 
TPWD Biologist in Sonora, at 915- 
387-5539.

And as always: The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department is 
still hosting the Texas Big Game 
Awards Program for youth entries, 
first big game harvest entries and 
scored entries on white-tailed deer, 
mule deer and pronghorn antelope. 
For official scoring or more infor
mation about our game species in 
Sutton County, please contact 
TPWD Game Biologist Mary 
Humphrey in Sonora at 387-5539.

'  ■ /

Hunters start at an early age in Sutton 
County.

Glazed Venison Roast
4-5 pound Venison Roast 

2 tbs Pickling Spice 
1 gallon of Apple Cider 

1/4 cup brown sugar 
1 orange, quartered.

Combine the above ingredi
ents and cook in crockpot for 6+ 
hours. Remove from crockpot, 
place on a rack in a roasting pan 
and allow to sit for 15+ minutes 
while you make the following 
glaze:

2 Cups prepared Mustard 
1/2 cup Brown Sugar 

2 tsp+ (to taste) ground 
clove

Mix ingredients thoroughly 
and coat roast with glaze. Reserve 
remaining glaze mix to pass at the 
table as a sauce. Roast glazed 
venison for 30 minutes at 350 
degrees.

Venison Cheeseburger Pie
1 3/4 lbs. venison ground 
1 onion large diced
1 1/2 cups mushrooms 

sliced
1/4 cup fresh parsley 

chopped
1/4 cup dried oregaqo 

crushed
8 slices sharp cheese
2 eggs
salt and pepper 
pie crust mix or ready 

made crust
9" deep dish 
butter or margarine 
beef gravy 
corn starch

Place butter in frying pan. 
Break the ground venison 

into small pieces and fry with 
onions until meat is brown.

Drain off all the liquid. Stir 
in the mushrooms, parsley and 
oregano.

Season with salt and pepper 
to taste. To thicken the mix add 
corn starch.

Make enough dough for the 
shell and the crust. Commercially 
prepared crusts work best.

Separate the egg whites from

the yolks Beat the egg whites until 
they blend together.

Liberally brush the egg whites 
over the crust.

Pour the mixture of fried veni
son, onions, mushrooms, parsley, 
and oregano into the pie crust.

Uniformly arrange the sliced 
cheese on top of your filling. Make 
sure the filling is well covered.

Brush more of the egg whites 
over the cheese. Now carefully 
place the pie crust cover over the 
the cheese slices.

Crimp and seal the edges. Cut 
slits in the top to allow steam to 
escape.

Beat the egg yolks together 
and liberally brush the liquid over 
the top of your pie crust.

Exposed to the oven heat the 
crust will turn a golden brown.

Place the pie on the top rack pf 
an oven preheated to 350 degrees.

Bake for 40 minutes or until 
the crust is golden brown. Let the 
pie stand for 10-15 minutes before 
serving.This recipe serves six peo
ple.

You can double the recipe and 
make it in a 9x15 inch pan.

Charles R* Pajestka, MD
Board Certified Family Practice 

301-A Hudspeth Avenue • 387-6557 
Sonora, Texas 76950

Blue Cross & Blue Shield Participant. 
Medicare & Medicaid Patients Welcome. 

Insurance Filed.
Knowledgeable, Friendly,
Health Care Professionals.

Ti ■
H ave a  Safe Hunt!
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S utton  County Steakhousef

I-10 & Golf Course Rd.
387-3833

Days Inn Devils River
I-10 & Golf Course Rd.

(next to Sutton County Steakhouse) 
387-3516

MM
SonoraArLcom

259 Hwy 277 N.
387-7200

Western Art • Jewelry 
Bronzes * Original Texas Art
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Welcome Himters 
to Sutton County!

i l H i l

Member FDIC

102 N. Main • Sonora, TX 76950
915-387-3861 ^

For all your medical needs...
Coughs, Colds, First Aid 

Health and Beauty Products, 
Batteries and so much morel!

C ox D ru g , Inc .
407 Hwy. 277 N • 387-2541 

After Hrs. 387-3646 
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 • Sat. 9 - 5

W ELCO M E H U N T E R S!

Gijis, Galore & More
Wives come shop with us!

One of Sonora's 
Oldest and Newest Stores 

is now located at
4 07  H w y .  2 77  N .

387-5871
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 • Sat. 9 -5
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How To Produce More Quail In West Texas

P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  O F  R A F T E R  W  R A N C H E S

Hunting in Texas
Hunting is an exciting family 

recreational activity and an impor
tant part of the Texas economy. 
Hunting plays an integral role in the 
management of Texas wildlife pop
ulations.

With more than 913,000 
hunters, Texas ranks second in the 
nation for number of people 
engaged in hunting. Those hunters 
spent 1.3 billion dollars for hunting 
in Texas in 1996, according to the 
National Survey of Fishing, 
Hunting and Wildlife Associated 
Recreation, conducted by the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service in 1996.
Texas hunters spent more than 

17 million days at this jxtpular sport. 
Since the 1930’s, hunters have fund
ed the bulk of wildlife conservation 
efforts in Texas through the Wildlife 
Restoration Program, and continue 
to do so today. We invite you to read 
on and learn more about the tremen
dous hunting opportunities available 
in the Lone Star State.

Hunting in Texas is provided 
through two popular methods - pri
vate hunting leases and public hunt
ing programs.

^ Broncho Ford ^
Welcome Hunters!

115 N. Concho Ave. • Sonora, Texas 76950 
L .  387-2549____________ J J

Wildlife personnel with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department recently completed 
annual deer population surveys 
here in Sutton County. The survey 
lines, located throughout the coun
ty, yielded an estimate of 69.4 deer 
to every 1,000 acres of deer habitat 
or about 63,646 deer countywide. 
Composition of the overall deer 
herd in Sutton County is at 2.84 
does per buck with a relatively high 
fawn segment of 65 fawns per 100 
does. In relation to percentages that 
gives Sutton County a composition 
of 18% bucks, 50% does, and 33% 
fawns. Overall buck antler quality 
is expected to be decent this year, 
due to the excellent range condi
tions we experienced during late 
winter and spring—an important 
period during the antler growing 
process. The late summer rainfall 
most of the western Plateau experi
enced generated a much-needed 
green up of the pastures and an 
improvement in the general condi
tion of the deer. The better range 
conditions may translate into a little 
harder hunting scenario in some 
areas; however, lots of the sur
rounding country is turning off dry 
again and movement of deer should 
increase through the season if the 
dry conditions persist.

This year in Sutton County the 
standard gun deer season opens on 
Saturday, November 3, and runs 
through Sunday, January 6, 2002. 
Sutton County will also participate 
in the special, late, 2-week antler
less and spike season (no fork- 
antlered bucks allowed during the 
special late season) that will open 
Monday, January 7, and run 
through Sunday, January 20, 2002. 
This late rifle season replaces the 
previously listed muzzleloader sea
son; however, muzzleloaders may

be used during any of the other reg
ular firearm seasons. The bag limit 
for Sutton County regarding white
tailed deer will be 5 deer again this 

•■year, no more than 2 antlered bucks 
in the bag, all seasons combined. 
In other words, the extra deer in the 
bag must be antlerless and not a 
spike or fork-antlered buck. Doe 
permits or special doe tags will not 
be issued nor required to harvest 
antlerless deer here in the Edwards 
Plateau during regular seasons. 
Hunters will need only the appro
priate tag off of their hunting 
license, or a Bonus Tag where 
applicable, and landowner permis
sion to bag doe or antlerless deer in 
Sutton and the other ‘either-sex’ 
counties this year.

After reviewing the results of 
the recent white-tailed deer popula
tion surveys, local wildlife person
nel are recommending that Sutton 
County landowners harvest deer 
according to the following recom
mendations:

For those properties located in 
Sutton County -  the recommended 
harvest rate on bucks is 1 buck per 
400 acres and the recommended 
harvest rate on does is 1 doe per 
75-100 acres.

[These recommended rates 
may not be suitable for all proper
ties located in Sutton County. 
Some areas may need to vary their 
harvest rates from this recommen
dation according to those localized 
deer populations and how they 
have survived and proliferated (or 
not) according to the range condi
tions experienced due to the 
drought over the past several 
years.]

These recommended rates 
result from the need to better bal
ance the sex ratio observed in the

herd and from a desire to produce a 
healthier deer population that is 
properly matched to the existing 
supply of deer foods in the county. 
These harvest rates are based on 
deer management compartment 
averages derived from survey lines 
located in this and several other sur
rounding counties. Therefore, the 
recommended rates may not be 
completely suitable for each indi
vidual ranch in the county. In gen
eral, if your acreage shows signs of 
overpopulation (a lack of brush and 
weeds available at and just above 
ground level, less than optimal deer 
weights and poor quality buck 
antler development within each age 
class, low fawn survival, etc.), then 
you probably need to harvest your 
deer population at a higher rate 
and/or reduce livestock grazing 
pressure by reducing numbers or 
rotating your stock among your 
pastures. On the other hand, if you 
have good deer habitat and an ade
quate supply of quality deer foods 
available, but seem to be short of 
deer numbers, then possibly you 
should harvest at a lighter rate than 
that recommended for the county.

Landowners interested in 
closely managing their local deer 
herd need to conduct their own on
site fall population surveys, with 
resulting harvest recommendations 
that meet their specific manage
ment objectives. Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department wildlife per
sonnel are available to assist with 
more specific wildlife management 
recommendations for individual 
tracts of land. Please contact Game 
Biologist Mary Humphrey in 
Sonora at 387-5539 for more infor
mation on wildlife concerns in 
Sutton, Crockett, or Schleicher 
counties.

/ -X

Choice Weekend Deer and Turkey Hunting.
Spring turkey hunting near Sonora. 

Live-oak, cedar, canyon country.
Private pasture, cam ping w ith  w ater and  
electricity. Game m anagem ent program. 

W ildlife fed year round.

For M o re  In fo rm a tio n
Phone: (915) 392-3382 
Mobile: (915) 226-2185 

During season: (915) 392-5641 
P.O. Box 805 

Ozona, Texas 76943

Wild Game Processing

N icholson  
M eat Com pany

Professional Deer Processing 
We make Jerky, Dried Sausage, German, Polish, Cajun, 

Summer Sausage and Breakfast Style.
“Each deer processed separately.

You get your deer meat only.”
Shipping available. One hour drive from Sonora.

207 Broadway • Mertzon, Texas 76941 
915-835-2611

by Steve Nelle, Game Biologist
Many landowners and hunters 

remember days gone by when there 
were respectable or̂  even large 
numbers of quail in*West Texas. 
One of the laments of the past few 
years is the lack of quail on many 
ranches. Quail numbers have 
always fluctuated up and down 
based on the weather and hatching 
conditions from year to year. But it 
seems that in the past decade, there 
have been a lot- more poor years 
than good years. Many landowners 
want to know what they can do to 
help restore quail populations on 
their property.

Everyone agrees that drought 
is detrimental to quail reproduction, 
but there are a few ranches that 
seem to have pretty good quail 
numbers even in drought years. 
What makes these ranches differ
ent? The answer does not lie in 
predator control, supplemental 
feeding or releasing pen-raised 
birds. The answer probably lies in 
the abundance of nest cover that is 
present on some ranches and absent 
on others.

Quail make their nests in 
clumps of grass left ungrazed or 
lightly grazed from the previous 
year. These clumps of grass that 
serve as quail nest sites are about 
the size of a volleyball or basket
ball. Due to the combination of 
drought and heavy grazing, many 
ranches have a shortage of grass 
clumps that fit this description. The 
ranches that do have an abundance 
of nest cover are the ones that 
reduced stocking rates well before 
the grass was all gone. Light graz
ing (or even no grazing) is the only 
way to grow nest cover in drought 
conditions.

If nest cover is the key to grow
ing quail in drought years, how 
much nest cover is enough? The 
answer may surprise you. Since 
nest predators are very efficient at 
finding and destroying nests, a very 
large number of potential nest sites 
are needed per acre in order to 
make sure a few nests make it. 
When only a small number of suit
able grass clumps are present, 
predators can easily locate each one 
and destroy any nests they find. 
When a large number of grass 
clumps are present, predators such 
as skunks, raccoons, foxes and 
snakes will still destroy the majori
ty of nests, but they cannot find 
each and every one. The good news 
is that it only takes relatively few 
successful quail nests to have good 
quail populations.

Quail manager and scientists 
have found that about 250 suitable 
grass clumps per acre is the bare 
minimum that is needed to insure 
nest success. A more desirable 
number is 500 to 1000 large grass 
clumps per acre. Another way to 
picture 500 grass clumps per acre is

an average of one clump every 9 
feet. This means that for good nest
ing success, one should be able to 
walk across a pasture and hit a suit
able grass clump the size of a bas
ketball, about every 3 steps.

If nesting clumps are much 
less frequent, the solution to the 
"quail decline" may well be to 
adjust livestock grazing practices to 
favor more grass. Scientists have 
also found that when nest cover is 
lacking, quail will make their nests 
in clumps of pricklypear. While 
such cactus nests may not be as 
good as the real thing, the presence 
of pricklypear may be good insur
ance.

There are also other require
ments of good quail habitat such as 
low growing brush and an adequate 
supply of weed seed, but in most 
cases in West Texas, the shortage of 
grass for nest cover is the weakest 
link in quail habitat. Assistance is 
available to landowners who wish 
to improve quail habitat by contact
ing the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.

Country Style Quail
30 Dove breasts 
1 Ib Bacon
1 md Onion, thinly sliced 
3 Egg yolks
2 c Half and half *
1 ts Sweet Hungarian paprika 
Salt and pepper

In a large skillet, cook bacon 
until crisp. Drain on paper towels. 
Place sliced onion and quail in the 
skillet and brown in the bacon fat.

Salt and pepper the birds. 
Remove birds and onions from 
skillet and place in a warm oven 
(150-200F). Pour off all but 3 
tablespoons of bacon fat. Mix the 
egg yolks and the half and half. 
Add mixture to the bacon fat in 
the skillet and cook over low heat 
just to thicken, stirring constant
ly. Do not boil. Stir in paprika 
and serve sauce with quail and 
fried potatoes.

This buck was one of the entries in the Sonora Deer Procesing 
Big Buck Contest for 2000. (See ad  page 9)

Deer Roll Ups
Backstrap or other tender 

venison cut, cut into strips about 
2-3" wide and 4" long 

Bacon
Italian dressing 
Canned Jalapeno Peppers 

(hot) or fresh pablano peppers 
(milder) cut into thin strips

Jack cheese cut into 1/2" x 
1/2" slices 

Toothpicks

Pound back strap strips to 
about 1/4 " thick. Marinate back 
strap over night in Italian salad 
dressing. Lay out one strip of 
bacon. Place one back strap strip on 
bacon. Place one pepper strip on 
back strap. Place cheese inside pep
per strip. Roll tightly and secure 
with toothpick. Cool over coals 
until bacon is done.

T-Saucer Ranch Retreat
“A Family Reunion Favorite”

Guest House and Lodge Accommodations

7 /  iftl

Get-away Weekends and Vacations 
Family Reunions
Meetings and Management Retreats 
Parties, Weddings, and Special Events 
Business Rates Available

Cleve T. and Lolabeth  Jo n e s
91 5-3 87 -55 77  • Toll Free 1 -877-901-5577

Website: www.tsaucer.com  
Email: ctjones(a)sonoratx.net 

P.O. Box 986  • Sonora, Texas 76950

http://www.tsaucer.com
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Quail Forecast 2001-2002
Statewide surveys were initiat

ed in 1976 to monitor quail popula
tions. This index uses randomly 
selected, 20-mile roadside survey 
lines to determine annual quail 
population trends by ecological 
region. This trend information 
helps determine relative quail pop
ulations among the regions of 
Texas. Comparisons can be made 
between the mean (average) num- 
’ber of quail observed per route this 
year and the long term mean (LTM) 
for quail seen within an ecological 
region.

The quail survey was not 
designed to predict relative abun
dance for any area smaller than the 
ecological region.

Portions of South Texas 
received favorable spring and sum
mer rains through June 2(X)1, set
ting the stage for a good hatch 
across most of South Texas. There 
was good forb (weed) production 
and plenty of insects for chicks. In 
early July much of Texas began to 
experience record high tempera
tures coupled with the absence of 
rain typical for July and August. 
Our survey indicates an improve
ment in bobwhite quail numbers 
over last year but still below the 
LTM for this eco-region. However, 
scaled quail numbers in South 
Texas are the highest ever recorded.

The northern and central por
tions of the Texas panhandle expe
rienced prolonged periods of snow 
and ice this past winter and this 
may have increased over-winter 
mortality, resulting in a very low 
spring breeding population.

Bobwhite in the Rolling Plains 
remain below the LTM and accord
ing to field staff, are more numer
ous in the southern portions of this 
eco-region.

Although bobwhite quail are 
adapted to persist in harsh condi
tions, extreme temperatures 
whether high or low can stress 
quail and leave them more suscep
tible to mortality. Our surveys indi
cate that bobwhite numbers in all 
ecological regions surveyed are

below their respective LTMs, but 
there should be good hunting 
opportunities in areas under proper 
range management, which received 
adequate rainfall.

In contrast, the more xeric 
adapted scaled quail are holding 
there own in the Trans Pecos with 
numbers right at the LTM and well 
above average in South Texas. 
Expect to come across more blues 
this year, especially in the western 
half of South Texas.

Joe Mahma Quail
20 Quail breasts 
Italian dressing 
Shake'n Bake for chicken 
Lemon pepper

Soak quail in Italian dressing for 20 minutes. Coat each bird with 
Shake'n Bake and place on cookie sheet. Sprinkle with lemon pepper. 
Bake 350F for 40 minutes.

Brew er Refrigeration
W e sell and service W a lk -In  

Coolers and freezers .
Call 835-2141 

450-2793

Used Walk-ins for Sale. 
Delivered and Installed 

at your
Hunting Camp.

License #TACLB012114C

Baked Quail with Mushrooms
1/3 c All-purpose flour
1 ts Salt
1/2 ts Pepper
6 Quail; cleaned
2 tb Butter
1/2 lb Fresh mushrooms; 

sliced
1/2 c Butter
1/4 c Plus 1 tbsp all-purpose 

flour
2 c Chicken broth
1/2 c Sherry
Hot cooked rice
Combine 1/3 cup flour, salt, 

and pepper. Dredge quail in flour 
mixture, and set aside.

Melt 2 tablespoons butter in a

large skillet; add mushrooms, and 
saute 4 minutes. Remove mushrooms 
from skillet; set aside. Melt 1/2 cup 
butter in skillet; brown quail on both 
sides. Remove quail to a 1-1/2 quart 
casserole. Add 1/4 cup plus 1 table
spoon flour to drippings in skillet; 
cook 1 minute, stirring constantly. 
Gradually add chicken broth and 
sherry; cook over medium heat, stir
ring constantly, until gravy is thick
ened and bubbly. Stir in mushrooms.

Pour mushroom gravy over 
quail. Cover and bake at 350 degrees 
F for 1 hour.

Serve over rice. ( 6 servings)

r^ f^ f^ f^ :^ p o g x x ^ o g ^ a o o o o o c x s c c o c ^ c c o c o c o c o c ^ c ^ c ^ ^

QUICK BONDS
24 Hr. Service

Stephanie Powers 387-2210 • 277-3241 
Houston Powers 387-2038 • 650-2023 

Danni Price 387-5392 • 277-6585

206 Main 
Sonora, TX 76950

i l l

Ofc: 915/387-6562 
1-800-592-2903 

Fax: 915/387-5108

Oil & L u b e
Welcomes all Hunters 

to Sutton County!

Standard Oil Change - $25.75
Includes checking all fluid levels, 

washing your windshield and vacuuming.

M onday -  W ednesday -  Friday  
8:00 a.m . -  5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday 
8:00 a.m . -  6:00 p.m.

405 S. Crockett • 387-5040

The Stagecoach Grill and Cantina
407 S. Crockett 

387-0623 or 650-0623

mmU"

Delicious Mesquite Grilled Steaks 
Cooked to your Perfection!

Brisket, Ribs, Sausage, Turkey, Goat, Pork Chops, 
Chicken, and Griiied Fish served w ith  

a g re a t v a r ie ty  o f side dishes.
S®¥@ Ticrinsi L<stt U s  G©©k Y@ yr B r a s k s t

IIM

m m /ITT

I
IW/f

SET°MPS

‘ Fridav Niaht ^
S o ec ia l!

$ 1 . 0 0

L o n g n e c k s

HOURS
Monday -  Wednesday 11:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. • 5:00 p.m. -  9:00 p.m. 

Thursday -  Friday 11:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. • 5:00 p.m. -  10:00 p.m.
Saturday 11:00 a.m. -  10:00 p.m.

Sunday 11:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m.

V/S4*
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Safe Hunting From Treestands
submitted

"If you're a hunter, chances 
are you know or know of someone 
who has been injured in a tree- 
stand accident," says Jackie 
Bushman, the founder and CEO of 
Buckmasters, the world's largest 
whitetail deer hunters association. 
"In our hunting club a few years 
ago, one of the guys didn't check 
his stand from the previous year 
before using it. When he went to 
climb onto it on opening day of 
deer season, the limb he used to 
step into his stand from had rotted. 
When he stepped on to it, it broke. 
He fell to the ground, broke his 
hip, and lay there for four hours 
before crawling to the road for 
help,

"Most treestand accidents are 
the result of careless and costly 
errors," says Bushman. "But tree- 
stand hunting is safe and reward
ing if we pay attention to a few 
basics. People don't like to bother 
with things like safety belts and 
other safety measures, but paying 
attention to safety measures, like 
wearing a safety belt, is smart," he 
says.

"Being safe in a treestand isn't 
difficult. It boils down to a little 
time and advance work — which 
provides some of us with a really 
good excuse to spend extra time in 
the woods before hunting season," 
Bushman adds.

If you plan to hunt from tree- 
stands this year, here are some 
things Bushman recommends 
keeping in mind.

"No accident was ever 
planned, that's why they're called 
accidents," Bushman reminds us.

"Accidents often occur when you're 
tired, or when you're still sleepy 
from getting up early. One fall, just 
one, can leave you dead or para
lyzed.

"Any time your feet aren't on 
the ground and you're not wearing a 
safety belt, you're in what I call 
"death territory", he says. "If you 
are hunting from anything that's 
hooked to a tree, you need a safety 
belt. If, for some unknown reason 
your stand breaks, or you fall 
asleep, or you lose your balance, 
the safety belt can save your life.

"If you like to stand up and 
shoot when you're bow hunting, use 
a safety belt that keeps you snug to 
the tree when you stand up. If you 
have to lean a little bit, you want to 
feel the safety belt grab.

Always check your treestand 
before the first day of the season. 
"If you use a homemade treestand, 
don't forget: trees grow wider as 
well as taller from Fall to Fall and 
the nails might be deeper in the tree 
than they were," Bushman says, 
"leaving the steps or stand less sta
ble. Check to make sure that wood
en parts are not rotten. If you plan 
to make your own stand this year, 
consider using treated lumber, 
which will last a lot longer.

"If you plan to use any of the 
limbs on a tree as steps to get into 
your treestand, or for balance after 
you get in, make sure that they're 
alive and sturdy.

"Remember the "death territo
ry" - when you're putting a tree- 
stand in place or when you're 
putting in screw-in tree steps, wear 
a safety belt.

"There are many safety belts

and harnesses on the market," 
Bushman says. "It's important to 
buy one that gives you a feeling 
of comfort as well as security. I 
like one with a push-button on the 
ropes so 1 can tighten it to get 
closer to the tree or loosen it so I 
can lean out against the tree. It 
gives me a little more versatility 
when I'm putting up a treestand or 
when I'm hunting.

"Be sure the belt is big 
enough to go around a tree," he 
says. "If you're hunting from big 
trees, you might have to get an 
extension rope. We learned that 
lesson the hard way while taping 
the Buckmasters TV series.

"Pull your gun or bow up 
after you're in the stand. Before 
going up into the stand, make 
very sure your gun is unloaded 
and the bolt is open. Then tie a 
rope or line to the gun so the bar
rel points toward the ground. 
Before going down, reverse the 
procedure: unload the gun, open 
the bolt, tie it so the barrel points 
downward.

"Sure," Bushman says, "tak
ing safety precautions in a tree- 
stand is sometimes bothersome, 
but your friends and family will 
appreciate your safety efforts 
because they'd like to see you 
again.

"Enjoy your hunts," he tells 
people. "And, if you get a chance 
this fall, take your family and 
friends hunting. Hunt safely, hunt 
ethically and try to introduce 
someone new to hunting before 
the season is over."

Turkey Crunch
3 cups diced, cooked turkey 
1/4 cup Green Pepper, chopped
4 ounces Mushrooms
1/2 teaspoon poultry seasoning
2 cans Cream of Mushroom soup 
1/2 cup Celery, chopped
1/4 cup Onion, chopped 
1 cup Milk
2-ounce ja r  sliced Pimento, 

drained
3 ounces Chow Mein Noodles

Combine turkey, mushrooms, 
celery, onion, green pepper, pimen
to and poultry seasoning into 2 
quart casserole greased with butter. 
Blend together mushroom soup 
and milk and pour over the turkey 
mixture. Sprinkle chow-mein noo
dles over top. Bake in 325°F oven 
for 30 minutes.

ITEAR

R.S. TEAFF 
OIL COMPANY

24 Hr. Road Service 
Wide Variety of ATV Tires

(915) 387-2770
204 W. 3rd St. • Sonora, Texas 

Carl Teaff* 387-2773

Ft. McKavett Ranch
10681 Private Rd 2261 • Sonora, Texas 76950

Guided Hunts
Package W kitetail H unts

E xotic H unting, Vear-Round • Spring Turkey H u nts

Terry Owen
915-450-7008 • 915-387-3108 

Toll Free: 877-747-3008

www.texashunt.com  
terryo wen @ pgtv.net

TPW Weekly Migratory Bird Hunting Report
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AUSTIN, Texas — The following report is pro
duced for Texas Parks and Wildlife by Bink Grimes. 
Updated Oct. 24. *

PANHANDLE: Duck season opened in the High 
Plains Mallard Management Unit over the weekend. 
Hunting was fair to good on playa lakes. Pintails, wid
geons, blue-winged teal and mallards comprised the 
majority of straps. Goose season oftens Saturday, 
Oct.27, though most outfitters are postponing hunts 
until the brunt of the Canada goose population blan
kets the region. Expect to see migrants hit Amarillo 
and Lubbock within the week as forecasted fronts 
push from the north and brighter night skies persist 
with the upcoming Nov.l full moon phase. Sandhill 
cranes are arriving daily. Prospects are fair to good for 
the opener.

NORTHEAST and CENTRAL TEXAS: Mild 
temperatures have not pushed reinforcements of 
ducks to the region. However, forecasted fronts could 
deposit new migrants to the area overnight in time for 
the Oct.27-28 opening weekend. Good concentrations 
of gadwalls were reported on Caddo Lake and 
Wright-Patman Reservoir. Scattered mallards and 
wood ducks were also reported. The region has plen
ty of water which might spread concentrations of 
ducks. Toledo Bend and Sam Rayburn reported spot
ty duck sightings. Generally, the region’s waterfowl 

• hunting improves as the season progresses. Prospects 
are fair for the opener.

'COASTAL PRAIRIES: Prairie ponds in El 
Campo, Garwood, Eagle Lake and Altair have ade
quate ducks to hunt for the Oct.27 opener. Pintails, 
shovelers, gadwalls and teal should make up the bulk 
of the strap this weekend. Hunters should get the 
occasional shot at specklebellies if the weather per
mits. Strong concentrations of white-fronted geese 
have been using roost ponds and rice fields for the last 
two weeks. A few sightings of snow geese have been 
reported; however, large concentrations needed for a 
successful hunt remain on staging grounds to the 
north. The upcoming Nov.l full moon and forecasted 
fronts should push new migrants to the area. Snows 
could arrive any day. Prospects are fair to good for the 
opener.

UPPER COAST: Marsh ponds should be hit-or- 
miss for the opener, unless the expected front drops

new birds in the area overnight. Conditions are excel
lent in the High Island, Bolivar, East Galveston Bay 
and Trinity Bay marshes. A few birds have been 
reported on the north shoreline of Trinity Bay. The 
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge should be fair for 
opening day. The Pace and Middleton Tracts will be 
open to the public while the East Unit will be open 
Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday of the hunting season. 
A $10 access fee may apply. Pintails, shovelers, gad
walls and teal are the species most likely to be seen 
for the opener. Strong north winds from the passing 
front could drop tides significantly, concentrating 
birds on deeper ponds. Prospects are fair for the 
opener.

MIDDLE COAST: East Matagorda Bay and 
Port O’Connor reported scattered sightings of ducks 
at best. Mild temperatures have not pushed redheads 
and pintails to the shoalgrass shorelines as of late. 
However, new migrants should arrive ahead of the 
forecasted front. Resident mottled ducks are using 
the marsh at Mad Island and the Hynes Bay area near 
San Antonio Bay. Mad Island WMA near Bay City, 
Peach Point WMA near Freeport and Guadalupe 
Delta WMA near Tivoli report good habitat condi
tions. Biologist Matt Nelson reports adequate duck 
food and water in the Mad Island marsh. 
Specklebellies are using private agricultural land 
north of Mad Island which might give hunters an 
opportunity at the odd goose if weather conditions 
allow. A $40 Annual Hunting Permit (AHP) offers 
unlimited access to all the TPWD state operated 
lands. A $10 daily access fee is required if the $40 
AHP is not purchased. For information,“call 979-244- 
7634. Prospects are fair to good for the opener.

SOUTH TEXAS: Dove hunting is fair to good 
ovfer milo and goatweed fields. Most dove hunters 
have lost interest with the upcoming deer season on 
the horizon. New birds should move into the Three 
Rivers and George West area on thé heels of the fore
casted front. No reports of huntable concentrations of 
ducks, yet. Scattered reports of pintails and redheads 
have been seen in the marsh near Rockport. 
Typically, the region’s duck hunting gets stronger as 
the season progresses. Prospects are poor to fair for 
the opener.

Cajun Deep-Fried Turkey
1 10 to 15-pound wild turkey 
5 gallons peanut oil
2 tablespoons Cajun season-

1 stick butter 
1 teaspoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper
Pour peanut oil into 10-gallon 
Place pot on propane burner 

used for fish cooker and heat to 375

mg

pot,

degrees. Dry turkey and tie two 
cotton strings around carcass for 
ease in lifting. Carefully submerge 
into hot oil and deep fry for 3 to 4 
minutes per pound and until turkey 
floats to the top. Remove from oil 
and dust with Cajun seasoning. In a 
saucepan, melt butter with garlic 
and cayenne, brushing bird with 
mixture before serving.

JHaift Street Reulty
‘Sewiy four Xid TsUiU fluà'

Ranch • Residential • Commercial 
Anita Balch Hudson, Broker / Owner r ea lto r *

Lauri D. Smith, Agent
www.mainstrealty.net • mainstr@sonoratx.net

215 East Main » Sonora. Texas 76950 • 915-387-6115 » Fax 915-387-2402

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES

1476 +/- Acres in Eastern Sutton County
This is an excellent hunting ranch as well as a good 
working ranch, with 2 water wells and cross-fenced 

into 5 pastures. There is a paved County Road 
along the Eastern side of the property.

Priced at $500/Acre

Call for Details 
1-888-613-3496 
or 915-387-6115 

or check our website 
www.mainstreetrealty.net

Anita B. Hudson - Owner/Broker

T h e  B a n k  & T ru st
W e lc o m e s  A ll H u n te r s  to  S o n o ra , T e x a s

- ^ 4

T H E

Pulse ATM’s
BANK&TRUST

207 Hwy 277 North 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-2593

Member FDIC

http://www.texashunt.com
http://www.mainstrealty.net
mailto:mainstr@sonoratx.net
http://www.mainstreetrealty.net
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Tips For the Rancher to Grow Bigger Bucks
by Steve Nelle, Game Biologist

There is no doubt that income 
from deer hunting has become vital
ly important to many ranching oper
ations in recent years. With the 
uncertainty and volatility of live
stock markets, the costs of produc
tion rising, and the ongoing 
drought, ranchers face very difficult 
economic times. Hunters who are 
willing to pay impressive prices to 
hunt have been a godsend to many 
ranches.

Ranchers are quick to realize 
that higher quality hunting and big
ger bucks command a higher premi
um when it comes to lease prices. 
The way that ranchers manage their 
land has a great influence the quali
ty of the deer herd and the number 
of mature trophy bucks in the popu
lation.

It has been known for a long 
time that nutrition has a profound 
effect on the size of antlers that a 
buck will grow. Rangeland can pro
vide excellent deer nutrition if it is 
properly managed. Proper manage
ment of rangeland means first and 
foremost proper numbers of live
stock for the condition of the pas
tures. Overgrazing has hurt more 
land than brush or drought has ever 
hurt. . Heavy grazing hurts deer 
nutrition and can prevent the possi
bility of a quality deer herd. Heavy 
grazing of any kind is harmful to 
deer habitat, but heavy grazing with 
sheep or goats is especially damag
ing. Sheep and goats have similar 
feeding habits as deer and competi
tion for forage often becomes 
severe when deer, sheep and goats 
share the same pasture. Deer usual
ly come out the looser in such cases.

Ranchers who have reduced 
livestock numbers during the

drought have taken the first step to 
improving deer habitat, deer nutri
tion and the value of the deer herd. 
Keeping small herds of livestock for 
the next several years will hasten 
recovery of land damaged by past 
overgrazing and the drought. After 
the ranges begin to recover, the graz
ing of cattle instead of sheep or goats 
will favor desirable deer habitat even 
more. Many ranchers have deter
mined that the income from hunting 
is more than enough to compensate 
for these reductions in livestock 
income.

In some cases, overpopulations 
of deer have also caused harmful 
overgrazing of ranchland and deer 
habitat. A deer survey and examina
tion of browse will help reveal if 
there are too many deer and if reduc
tion of the deer population is needed.

The other thing that ranchers

can do to insure good deer habi
tat is to be careful in the kind and 
amount of brush control they 
carry out. Lots of ranchland has 
too much brush - more than what 
is needed for adequate deer 
cover. When brush control is 
warranted, it should be done in 
moderation. Mechanical control 
is much preferred over aerial 
spraying and the size of individ
ual clearings should be small 
with larger blocks of brush in 
between openings. Each ranch 
and each pasture is different, and 
the appropriate design of brush 
clearing can only be determined 
on a case-by-case basis.

Assistance in deer habitat 
management, grazing manage
ment and brush management is 
available from the USD A Natural 
Resources Conservation Service.

W e llm w m iB  H m m i e n !

Mr. D’s Liquor &  Beer
216  H w y  277  N . •  387-3351

...............'m¡m

DOUBLE D RANCHES
• Guided Trophy Whitetail Deer Hunts •

• Semi/Fully Guided Rio Grande Turkey Hunts • 
• Exotics (Guided Hunts) •

Call fo r
M ore  Inform ation:

Dean Dermody • 915-387-3209 
Frank Davis •  915-396-2988

Sutton County Rancher, Larry Finklea shows off a Big buck from 
his ranch.

4NAPA»

Circle S Automotive
501 Crockett • 387-5167

K&<3]p  Æ im L & T iaoL ff

PRAXAIR Welding Supplies Distributor 
Oxygen Sr Acetylene Bottles • Jumper Cables • Antifreeze 

Feeder Batteries • Hand Tbols • Tire Sealant • Air Tanks • Gas Tanks

Steve Tackel • Owner
Sal Trinidad • Store Mgr. • Ronnie Wipff • Heavy Duty Mgr.

l\irkey Population Rebounds
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submitted
According to wildlife biolo

gists, the turkey population in west 
central Texas has rebounded from 
several years of poor hatches. 
Steve Nelle, with the NRCS in San 
Angelo said conditions this past 
spring and early summer were 
favorable for good hatching and 
survival of young turkey. "Not 
only was there an abundance of 
weeds and annual grasses for hens 
to conceal their nests in, but there 
was also a bumper crop of 
grasshopjjers and other bugs for 
poults to feed on". These condi
tions coincided to produce the best 
hatch since 1997.

Fortunately, turkey do not 
require good nesting success each 
year. They can skip a year or two 
and then make up for it in a good 
year like 2001. Turkey numbers 
had been dwindling on many 
ranches in the last few years due to 
poor hatches or poor survival of 
newly hatched birds. But this year, 
nesting was so good that popula
tions are replenished. This means 
that there will be a large number of 
"jakes" or young males in the flock 
this coming spring.

On one particular ranch where 
turkey are counted while doing 
deer surveys, the number of 
turkeys had decreased from 150 
birds in 1998 to 39 in 2000. Now 
in 2001, the number of birds seen 
was 175. This demonstrates the 
amazing ability of turkey numbers 
to increase in a single good year.

Even though the hunting of 
either sex turkey is legal during the 
fall, hunters are urged not to kill 
hens. The more hens that are pre
sent in the spring, the more poults 
can be produced.

Hunters who feed com to deer 
or turkey should be aware that 
com can be infected with toxic 
fungus called aflatoxin. Even 
small amounts can be very harm
ful to turkey. All com used to feed 
wildlife should be tested and con
firmed to be safe.

Landowners and hunters alike 
are reminded that the winter roost

sites are critical for turkey. All of 
the turkey from thousands of acres 
often congregate in these large 
winter roost areas, usually in 
groves of tall trees in bottomlands. 
These bottomland roosts should be 
left undisturbed as much as possi
ble. Hunting should not be 
allowed near roosts and vehicle 
traffic and grazing should be mini-

if

Turkey Enchiladas
2 cans - Cream of 

Mushroom Soup
1/2 cup sour cream 
1/2 cup diced green chilies 
12 tortillas - flour or com 
1 cup M onterrey Jack 

cheese
1 cup Cheddar Cheese 
1/2 cup chopped onion
2 cups cooked, cubed wild 

turkey
Non-stick cooking spray

Combine soup, sour cream, 
and chilies. Heat thoroughly.

Warm tortillas in damp paper 
towel in microwave. Coat a 
13x9x2 inch baking pan with 
non-stick cooking spray. Mix 
cheeses, onion, turkey, and 1 cup 
soup mixture. Put 2 tablespoons 
of cheese-turkey mixture in cen
ter of each tortilla. Roll tortillas 
and place in baking pan. Pour 
remaining soup mixture over top. 
Cover and bake at 350 degrees 
for 30 minutes. Uncover and top 
with sliced ripe olives and addi
tional cheese if desired. 'Vields 4 
to 5 servings.

x'» ■> A

This Gobbler was killed at the Ft. McKavett Ranch in 
Sutton County (see ad page 8).

Friends o f  Historic Sonora, Inc, 
Main Street Program

Invite you to visit us and let us tell you the 
story of the Historic Do’wntown Area.
Texas Downtown Association 1998 President's Award 

fo r  a “Public Improvement” Bank Vault Park and 
beautiful garden located on Main Street.

“Veterans From All Wars Exhibit”
Personal stories and photos o f  the community Veterans.

Community Exhibit on display daily 
Sonora Memorial Day Celebration

November 2001 opening o f the “Ranch Women Exhibit” 
Finalist in the Texas Downtown Association 
President’s Award • Community Spirit Award

Finalist in the Texas Downtown Association 
President’s Award 2001 fo r  “Best Promotion”

i f For more information stop by our office 
at 208 E. Main Street 

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
or call 915-387-2248

SONOBA
DEER PROCESSING 

AND STORAGE
F or a ll your D eer Processing  

and Storage Needs!

BIG BUCK CONTEST!
TO ENTER CONTEST 
AND OBTAIN RULES 
CALL OR COME BY!

804 Glasscock 
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Sunday
387-5566

dr
SouthwestTexasACA

Your Agricultural Credit Association

Now Offering
Livestock and Equipment Loans

221 E. Main St. 
387-2777

www.southwesttexasflba.com

http://www.southwesttexasflba.com
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Poachers Draw Stiff Sentences Under New Law
AUSTIN, Texas — Poachers 

who cross fences in Texas can end 
up behind bars.

Two years ago, a state law 
created tougher penalties for ille
gal hunting, including hunting or 
fishing without landowner con
sent, hunting from a motor vehi
cle, hunting with a light and hunt
ing at night. Now, instead of a 
minor slap on the wrist, some 
poachers are getting a severe kick 
in the pants. For example:

* A Bell County poacher is 
serving two years in state jail for 
shooting a six-point buck on 
another man's property. He got 
there by violating terms of a five- 
year probation that included 180 
days of jail time to be served on 
weekends.

* In Montague County, a 
repeat offender will spend the 
upcoming season behind bars, 
having been sentenced to 120 days 
in jail and having his hunting 
license suspended for five years 
for taking wildlife without 
landowner consent.

* A Williamson County jury 
found a poacher guilty of hunting 
deer at night and without 
landowner consent. He was fined 
$4,000, sentenced to 14 days in 
jail and two years probation and 
had his hunting license revoked 
for two years.

Before Sept. 1, 1999, the 
worst-case scenario for a poacher 
might involve a stiff fine and civil 
restitution, according to David

Sinclair, chief of wildlife enforce
ment with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. The new laws provide 
for felony charges and a mandato
ry jail sentence, even for first-time 
poachers who violate certain 
statutes in addition to civil restitu
tion. "I think based on the number 
of cases we've filed, the new laws 
are working," said Sinclair. "The 
stiffer penalties, including poten
tially losing your equipment and 
having your license revoked, not 
to mention having a felony on 
your record, is a good deterrent."

In 1997, TPW game wardens 
reported 458 violations for hunt
ing without landowner consent. 
Last year, only 131 cases were 
made. The agency is seeing simi
lar declines in other violations that 
fall under the new laws, including 
hunting from a vehicle (414 cases 
in '97 to 113 last year) and hunting 
at night (280 cases in '97 to 41 last 
year).

Under the TPW State Jail 
Felony classification, individuals 
convicted of taking a desert 
bighorn sheep, white-tailed deer, 
pronghorn antelope or mule deer 
without the consent of the 
landowner are subject to incarcer
ation for 180 days to two years 
and a fine of $1,500 to $10,(KX). A 
second violation is prosecuted as a 
TPW Felony and upon conviction 
is punishable by incarceration in 
the institutional division of the 
Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice for two years to 10 years

and a fine of $2,000 to $10,000.
Stiffer penalties will also 

apply if a poacher is convicted of 
wasting a big game animal carcass, 
as is often the case with poachers 
known as "head-hunters" who take 
only the trophy racks. On first 
offense for wasting a big game car
cass the violator is subject to con
finement in jail for up to one year 
and a fine of $500 to $4,(X)0. Upon 
a second conviction for wasting a 
big game carcass, the violation 
becomes a TPW State Jail Felony.

While taking big game with
out landowner consent was the 
focus of the 1999 law, penalties for 
other illegal hunting and fishing 
activities were also upgraded. A 
second conviction for hunting 
from a motor vehicle, hunting at 
night, hunting with a light or wan
ton waste of wildlife resources car
ries a TPW State Jail Felony 
charge. The legislature also creat
ed provisions in the law allowing 
for the confiscation and forfeiture 
of equipment used in the commis
sion of these violations, including 
weapons and other personal prop
erty, aircraft and vessels.

In addition to the enhanced 
criminal penalties for these viola
tions, including using or possess
ing an electricity-producing device 
for catching fish, the violators are 
subject to the revocation of current 
hunting and fishing licenses and 
the inability to purchase in new 
hunting or fishing license for a 
period of one to five years.

This hunter got this turkey on a guided tour at the Rafter W 
Ranches, owned and operated hy &e Wardlaw Family. (See ad 
page 11).

A ll is o n  W e ll S e rv ic e
Mike Allison

Pumps & WlndmilMnstaliation and Repairs 
Roosevelt, Texas
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License #546241
1,000,000 General Liability Insurance 
HC 87 Box 55 
Junction, Texas 76849 
(915)446-2382 Off.
446-6131 Mobile

Pump Brands 
Goulds • Grundfos • Aermotor

Quality Service 
We Stand behind our Work
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Whitetail antler quality and 
body condition should be average to 
above average this fall in the Hill 
Country, according to Kerrville biol
ogist Max Traweek. The wet winter 
and early spring laid the foundation 
for better-than-average antler quali
ty in the white-tailed buck segment. 
"Some areas have reported losing a 
few deer due to the drought, but 
such reports have been well out
paced by the complaints of too many 
deer in the backyards and subdivi
sions, which always crop up during 
dry summers," he offers. "The 
recent rainfall will go a long way in 
improving range conditions 
throughout the hill country region. 
This should result in improved body 
condition observed in deer for the 
next several months. Of course, 
additional moisture will be required 
to maintain normal body condition 
through the upcoming winter 
months. It’s too early to call the 
acorn crop, but a good mast crop, or 
a lot of new growth on native vege
tation, generally results in tough 
deer hunting during November."

Rio Grande turkey production 
in the Hill Country has been good 
this summer despite the terribly dry 
July and first part of August period, 
according to Traweek, and poult sur
vival remains high going into the 
fall. There should be a good supply 
of young birds in the flocks during 
the upcoming hunting season.

"We saw limited production on 
our survey transects in the better 
quail areas occurring in the Hill 
Country — the north central couri-

ties, mainly," Traweek notes. "I 
suspect that we actually had better 
production than our surveys indi
cated, given the good range condi
tions present during the first part of 
the summer."

Post Oak Savannah (East- 
Central Texas)

The Post Oak Savannah deer 
herd came out of the 2000 deer sea
son in fairly good shape and should 
provide good hunting opportunities 
in the 2001 season, says Tyler- 
based biologist Kevin Herriman. 
"Abundant rains this winter and 
early spring with periodic rainfall 
into June provided favorable habi
tat conditions for wildlife through
out most of the year. After a brief 
dry spell in July and early August, 
summer rains have fallen over most 
of the District. Such late summer 
moisture will enhance habitat qual
ity through forb production and the 
growth of other fall vegetation. In 
addition, early observations indi
cate that the Post Oak will probably 
have an average mast crop (acorns 
and hickory nuts) this year to fur
ther enhance wildlife forage condi
tions."

Squirrel hunting conditions in 
the Post Oak region will be about 
average to slightly below average 
this season, Herriman says. "The 
mast crop throughout the Post Oak 
Savannah was spotty in the fall of 
2000. Years of good mast produc
tion are typically followed by years 
of good squirrel reproduction. 
Therefore, your best squirrel hunt
ing opportunities this season will 
be in localities where you saw fair

to moderate or better mast produc
tion last year."

Waterfowl hunting should be 
about average. As always, an abun
dance of ducks in East Texas is 
dependent on having water and hav
ing the water at the right time. 
"When winter rains fill our bottom
land forests and other wetlands, 
duck hunting improves," he says. 
"Of course, it doesn't hurt if you 
have a good mast crop and other 
favored plant foods to go with that 
water to really give the ducks a rea
son to hang around and enjoy beau
tiful East Texas."

Coastal Prairies and Marshes 
(Southeast Texas)

In a region that supports sever
al varieties of hardwood trees, the 
good news, according to LaGrange- 
based biologist Bob Carroll, is that 
something is going to produce a 
mast crop. Wildlife will have some
thing to eat.

"It looks like a better than aver
age fawn crop this year, ranging 
from 40 to 65 percent survival, 
which for this country is good," 
Carroll says, noting that in a normal 
year, fawn survival rates range from 
25 to 40 percent. "The high survival 
rate is a result of good spring and 
early summer rains. I also think 
we'll have a better than average 
antler production year on ranches 
that are managing and have mature 
deer."

The late fall and winter rains 
last year also produced an abun
dance of winter forbs, which set the 
stage for a good wildlife reproduc
tive year, Carroll says. "Winter

forbs are a critical component in the 
reproductive cycles of deer."

The hunting season of 2001- 
2002 could be very good, predicts 
Carroll.

Trans Pecos (West Texas)
As for the hunting prospects, 

Alpine-based biologist Mike 
Hobson noted, "It's just going to be 
a deer hunt in the Trans Pecos, not 
above average in any form or fash
ion. It looks like whoever got the 
rain will have a better deal." Hobson

noted that deer numbers are down 
overall this year, but body condi
tions could be improved thanks to 
recent new growth of winter forbs.

Turkey poult production has 
been quite low the last three years. 
Limited recruitment into the popu
lation means hunters will most like
ly be harvesting mature birds. If 
moisture continues through the 
spring period, we expect poult pro
duction to improve significantly, 
Hobson explains.

Photo courtesy of Rafter W Ranches
We want your pictures lor next year's hunting guide. Bring them in 
or mail them to tlie Devil's River News. 228 E. Main. You can also 
email a .jpeg file ioeditor@ sonoratx.net! Exotics, lurkess. whitetail.
mule deer. etc. We want them all!!

Whitehead Ranch
20,000 acres - Sutton, Val Verde and Edwards counties. 

Excellent wildlife habitat, no competition from goats 
and sheep. Hunters actively participate with landowner 

in professionally advised management plan which 
produces abundant high quality game and an exciting 

number o f trophy bucks, (see photo)
Water & electricity available.

Hunting lodge available for a company lease.
Call for more information 915/387-2983

W .L . “ B u d ” W h ite h e a d
P.O. Box 677 

Sonora, Texas 76950 
(915)387-2983

t  «V. . «  » r- \ t . \ » f  > « . .

mailto:ioeditor@sonoratx.net
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TPW Biologists Forecast Hunting Prospects.
November 1, 2001 • Devil’s River News • Hunters Guide • Page 11

AUSTIN, Texas — Timely rain
fall coupled with adequate habitat 
conditions earlier this year should 
make for above-average hunting 
across much of Texas this fall, state 
wildlife biologists are predicting.

"Even in an average year, hunt
ing in Texas is better than just about 
any place in the country," said Dr. 
Gary Graham, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife's director of wildlife. 
Perhaps that's why more than 
900,000 hunters take to the field in 
Texas each fall.

Based on recent field census, 
TPW biologists suggest the follow
ing general outlook for the state's 
eight ecological regions during 
2001-2002 hunting seasons in 
Texas.

Panhandle (North Texas)
Late winter and spring moisture 

provided great habitat conditions for 
many wildlife species during the 
first half of 2001, but the Panhandle 
also recorded its hottest July since 
1934. "Generally speaking, most 
species appear to be looking good," 
reports Canyon-based biologist 
Danny Swepston. "We have had 
several reports of sightings of quail 
and turkey broods, and our staff in 
the southern part of the district 
(south of Lubbock) have reported a 
good scaled quail hatch. Turkeys in 
the northeast counties appear to 
have had a fair to good first hatch, 
but re-nesting by birds that lost their 
first clutch appears near zero."

Deer appear to be in good 
shape, Swepston says from personal 
observations. "I sighted several 
mule and white-tailed bucks during

the aerial pronghorn surveys (mid- 
June), and body conditions looked 
good, and horns were at or Just past 
the ear tips." In counties north of 
Amarillo, both mule deer and 
whitetails may have been stressed 
by a lack of early winter wheat and 
extended periods of snow and ice. 
However, herd densities should 
remain about the same throughout 
the region in 2(X)1.

Pronghorn populations should 
remain about the same as in 2001. 
Horn production in 2000 was aver
age, Swepston says, but the addi
tional moisture this winter should 
improve prospects for the coming 
season.

Waterfowl conditions had been 
very poor prior to recent rains, how
ever, playa lakes are filling up and 
should provide adequate holding 
areas, Swepston offers.

The forecast for pheasants is 
not as bright. Lack of nesting cover 
over large areas is a problem. The 
major populations will continue to 
occur in those High Plains counties 
north of Plainview. An average 
hunting season for 2001 is the best 
that can be anticipated at this time. 
"I am not very hopeful on pheas
ants," Swpeston says. "Last year 
was poor and conditions have not 
changed much. We have heard of a 
few broods, but really won't know 
much until we conduct our annual 
surveys in October and November."

C ross-T im bers/B lackland  
Prairies (North-Central Texas)

The western portion of the 
Possum Kingdom has suffered from 
almost continuous drought over the 
last nine years, and the rebound will

not be as quick. Deer cut deeply into 
the browse resource over much of 
1999 and 2000. The rains played out 
pretty early in the summer in this 
region, says Stephen Jester, TPW 
biologist in Brownwood. But, over
all, he says, conditions are pretty 
good. "Antler development, deer 
body conditions and this year's fawn 
crop should still be average to 
slightly above for white-tailed deer. 
Deer on leases managed for a limit
ed harvest of older age class bucks 
should see better antler production 
this year than last. The downside to 
this scenario is hunter success. If 
native forage remains in good sup
ply throughout the fall, hunting will 
likely be much harder around feed
ers or food plots.

"Conditions are not ideal for 
turkey and quail reproduction, but 
we should still see an improvement 
in numbers over last year ," reports 
Jester. Drier than normal conditions 
have kept Rio Grande turkey repro
duction well below average in much 
of the district since 1997. During 
the last three hunting seasons, 
hunters have seen good numbers of 
mature birds, but hunters should 
exp>ect to see fewer birds during the 
fall and winter of 2001-2002.

Pineywoods - (North/East 
Texas)

The woods look good this year, 
according to Jasper-based biologist 
Clayton Wolf. "I don't see any big 
changes in our deer population. 
There's plenty of forage out there, 
so we should have a decent fawn 
crop and good antler production," 
Wolf offers. "We're set up for a good 
mast crop if we can hold onto our

moisture, which may not bode well 
for those who hunt over a food plot 
or corn bucket, but it should be 
good for the critters."

While East Texas has garnered 
some attention for production of 
trophy deer in recent years, squirrel 
hunting is still king in the 
Pineywoods. For those dedicated 
hunters who pursue the bushytail 
instead of the whitetail, this year 
may not live up to standards. "I sus
pect our squirrel harvest will be off 
some because we lost our mast crop 
last year so recruitment will be off," 
Wolf explains. "After populations 
recover, things should rebound next 
year."

South Texas
Just when you think range con

ditions in South Texas have reached 
a critical point because of the dry, 
hot summer months, tropical storms 
come to the rescue. This year is a 
prime example. "South Texas did 
not receive late spring and early 
summer rains, and until recently we 
were in the middle of a brown out," 
says Pleasanton biologist Joe 
Herrera. "The only saving grace 
was the wet fall and winter last year 
that set up spring range conditions 
and that has carried us over until 
now."

Hunters should not be surprised 
if their feeders remain full for a 
while, according to Herrera. 
Because of recent new plant 
growth, deer may not be relying on 
unnatural food supplies.

Herrera notes that habitat con
ditions in the spring have provided 
excellent screening and nesting

conditions for quail and turkey. 
These conditions also provided a 
good forage base for all wildlife 
species in the form of seed produc
tion and insects. Soft mast pro
duced by woody plants may carry 
us through the summer stress period 
(now through mid-September). 
Wildlife biologists have reported 
good numbers of both turkey poults 
and quail coveys in South Texas. 
All things point to a fair to good 
production year despite earlier 
drought conditions.

Mourning and white-winged 
doves have also benefited from the 
good forb and grass seed produc
tion year. Doves will be attracted to 
waterholes if dry conditions persist, 
Herrera says.

White-tailed deer production 
should be fair to good even with 
fading cover at this stage of the 
summer. Wildlife field staff contin
ues to report deer in fairly good 
body condition despite the drought, 
Herrera says. Good nutrition from 
spring forbs and woody plants dur
ing the first half of the antler grow
ing season should produce fair to 
good antler development for buck 
deer. "This has been an excellent 
year for prickly pear tunas (fruits) 
and mesquite beans," he notes. 
"Conditions have improved tremen
dously and there should be less 
movement by deer foraging for 
food."

Edwards Plateau (Central 
Texas)

Nearly half of all white-tailed 
deer harvested in the state each year

See Hunting Prospects next page
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Ten Rules Of Firearm Safety. Firearm Safety.
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Courtesy o f National Shooting 
Sports Foundation-www.nssf.org.

1. Always keep the muzzle 
pointed in a safe direction.

Watch that muzzle! Never 
point a gun at anything you don’t 
want to shoot. This is the most 
basic safety rule. If everyone han
dled a firearm so carefully that the 
muzzle never pointed in an unsafe 
direction, there would be virtually 
no firearms accidents.

It's as simple as that, and it's 
up to you.

This is particularly important 
when loading or unloading a 
firearm. If an accidental discharge 
occurs, no one will be injured as 
long as the muzzle is pointing in a 
safe direction. A safe direction 
means a direction in which a bullet 
cannot possibly strike anyone. 
Don't forget about possible rico
chets and the fact that bullets can 
penetrate walls and ceilings. The 
safe direction may be "up" on 
some occasions or "down" on oth
ers, but never toward anything not 
intended as a target. Even when 
you're "dry firing" an unloaded 
gun, don’t ever point it in an unsafe 
direction. Make it a habit to know 
exactly where the muzzle is point
ing at all times.

Be sure you control the direc
tion in which the muzzle is point
ing, even if you fall or stumble.

2. Keep firearms unloaded 
until you're ready to shoot

When not in use, firearms and 
ammunition should be locked in a 
safe place, separate from each 
other. It is your responsibility to 
prevent children and careless 
adults from gaining access to

firearms or ammunition.
Unload your gun as soon as 

you finish shooting. A loaded gun 
has no place in or near a car, truck 
or building. Once the gun is 
unloaded, check it again to be sure 
it contains no ammunition before 
you bring it into a car, camp or 
home.

Whenever you pick up a 
firearm or hand it to someone, 
always open the action immediate
ly and visually check the chamber, 
receiver and magazine to be certain 
they contain no ammunition.

Always keep firearm actions 
open when not in use. Never 
assume a gun is unloaded always 
check for yourself! This is the mark 
of an experienced gun handler.

Never cross a fence, climb a 
tree or perform any awkward action 
while holding a loaded gun. When 
you're afield, common sense and 
the basic rules of firearms safety 
will sometimes, require you to 
unload your gun for maximum 
safety. Never pull or push a loaded 
firearm toward yourself or another 
person. Never carry a loaded gun in 
a scabbard, a holster not being 
worn or a gun case.

When in doubt, unload your 
gun!

3. Don't Rely On Your Gun's 
"Safety".

Treat every gun as though it 
can fire at any time, regardless of 
pressure on the trigger. The safety 
on any gun is a mechanical device 
that, like any such device, can 
become inoperable at the any time. 
Too, you may mistakenly assume 
the safety is "on" when it's actually 
in the "off position.

The safety serves as a supple
ment to proper gun handling, but is 
no substitute for common sense. 
Never handle a gun carelessly, or 
assume that the it won't fire just 
because the "safety is on."

Never touch a gun's trigger you 
don’t actually intend to shoot. Keep 
your fingers well away from the 
trigger, particularly while loading 
or unloading.

Never pull the trigger on any 
firearm while the safety is in the 
"safe" position or anywhere in 
between "safe" and "fire." If you 
do, it’s possible the gun may fire 
later when you release the safety, 
even if you don't touch the trigger 
again. Never place the safety in 
between positions, since half-safe 
is unsafe. Keep the safety "on" until 
you are absolutely ready to fire. 
Regardless of the safety's position, 
a blow or jar strong enough to actu
ate the gun’s firing mechanism may 
cause it to fire. Never lean a loaded 
gun against any object it may be 
jarred or slide from its position and 
fall with enough force to discharge.

The only time you can be 
absolutely certain a gun cannot fire 
is when the action is open and both 
magazine and chamber are empty 
of ammunition.

Again, never rely on your gun's 
safety. You and the safe gun han
dling procedures you have learned 
are your gun's most effective 
safeties.

4. Be Sure Of Your Target 
And W hat's Beyond I t

No one can call a shot back. 
Once a gun fires, you lose control 
over where the bullet will go or 
what it strikes. Don't shoot unless

WELCOME HUNTERS!
If you have a case of cold feet, come to

Ol’ Sonora Trading Co. 
Merle Norman

for
MOHAIR SOCKS

The Biggest Selection of Mohair in Sonora

Montana Lifestyles
Unique Western 

Home Decor 
by Montana Silversmiths

Western
Christmas
Ornaments

o r  Sonora Trading Co.
mERLE noROifin'
C O S M E T I C  S I U O I O S

121 North Hwy. 277 • 387-5507 
Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

you know exactly what that bullet 
might hit. Be positive your bullet 
can't injure anyone or anything 
downrange.

Be sure of your target. Firing 
at noise or movement or a noise 
without being absolutely certain of 
what made it, constitutes criminal 
disregard for the safety of others. 
Be aware that even a .22 short bul
let can travel more than a mile. 
Bullets from high-velocity car
tridges can fly more than 3 miles. 
Shotgun pellets can travel 500 
yards, while shotgun slugs have a 
range of more than half a mile.

Always should keep in mind 
how far a bullet will travel if it 
misses your intended target or ric
ochets in another direction.

5. Use Correct Ammunition.
Use only the ammunition your 

firearm is chambered for. Read and 
heed all warnings, including those 
that appear in the gun's instruction 
manual and on the ammunition 
boxes. Using improper or incorrect 
ammunition can destroy a gun and 
cause serious personal injury. It 
only takes one round of improper 
caliber or gauge to wreck your 
gun, and it takes only a second to 
check each cartridge as you load it.

Be absolutely certain the 
ammunition you're using matches 
the manufacturer's markings on 
firearm's barrel or receiver. 
Firearms are designed, manufac
tured and proof-tested to standards 
based upon using factory loaded 
ammunition. Handloaded or 
reloaded ammunition deviating 
from pressures generated by facto
ry loads or from component rec
ommendations specified in rep

utable handloading manuals can 
be dangerous, and may cause 
severe damage to guns and serious 
injury to the shooter or spectators.

Never use improper reloads or 
ammunition made of unknown 
components. Ammunition that has 
become very wet or submerged in 
water should be discarded in a safe 
manner. Do not spray oil or sol
vents on ammunition or place car
tridges in excessively lubricated 
firearms. Poor ignition, unsatisfac
tory performance or damage to 
your firearm and harm to yourself 
or others could result.

Form the habit of examining 
every cartridge you put into your 
gun. Never use damaged or sub
standard loads. The money you 
save isn't worth risking possible 
injury or a ruined gun.

NOTE: Discharging firearms 
in poorly ventilated areas, cleaning 
firearms or handling ammunition 
may result in exposure to lead and 
other substances known to cause 
birth defects, reproductive harm 
and other serious physical injury. 
Have adequate ventilation at all 
times. Wash hands thoroughly 
after each shooting session.

6. If Your Gun Fails To Fire 
When The Trigger Is Pulled, 
Handle With Care!

Occasionally, a cartridge may 
not fire when the trigger is pulled.

If this occurs, keep the muzzle 
pointed in a safe direction.

Keep your face away from the 
breech. Then, carefully open the 
action, unload the firearm and 
remove the cartridge.

See Firearm safety next page
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Don't attempt to fire it again!

7. Always Wear Eye And Ear 
Protection Whenever You Shoot

All shooters should wear pro
tective shooting glasses and some 
form of hearing protectors while 
shooting. Exposure to shooting 
noise can permanently damage 
hearing, and adequate eye protec
tion is essential. Shooting glasses 
guard against twigs, falling shot, 
clay target chips and the rare rup
tured case or firearm malfunction.

Wearing eye protection when 
disassembling and cleaning your 
gun also helps prevent the possibil
ity of springs, spring tension parts, 
solvents or other agents injuring 
your eyes. There are a wide variety 
of eye and ear protectors available. 
No shooter, plinker or hunter 
should ever be without them. 
Spectators should take the same 
precautions.

Muzzle blasts from your gun 
can damage their hearing, too. 
Hearing protectors also reduce 
your tendency to flinch when the 
gun fires. This makes you a better 
shot.

8. Be Sure The Barrel Is 
Clear Of Obstructions Before 
Shooting.

Before you load your firearm, 
open the action and be certain no 
ammunition is in the chamber or 
magazine. With the action open 
and cleared, glance through the 
barrel's bore to be sure it's clear of 
any obstruction. Even a tiny bit of

mud, snow, excess lubricating oil 
or grease in the bore can danger
ously increase pressures, causing 
the barrel to bulge or even burst on 
firing. This is sure to cause injury 
to the shooter and/or bystanders.

Clean the bore with a cleaning 
rod and patch to remove excess 
lubrication and anti-rust com
pounds immediately before you 
shoot the gun.Whenever you fire a 
gun, if the noise or recoil is weak or 
doesn't seem quite "right," cease 
firing immediately.

Check to see that no obstruc
tion or projectile has' become 
lodged in the barrel. Inserting a car
tridge of smaller gauge or caliber 
into a firearm (such as a 20 gauge 
shell in a 12 gauge shotgun) can 
result in the smaller cartridge 
falling into the barrel and obstruct
ing the bore obstruction. When a 
cartridge of proper size is then 
fired, the barrel could burst, caus
ing serious injury.

Avoid this type of accident by 
paying close attention to each car
tridge you load into your firearm.

9. Don't A lter O r Modify 
Your Gun. Clean and Service it 
Regularly.

Firearms are complicated 
mechanisms that are designed by 
experts to function properly in their 
original condition. Any alteration 
or change made to a firearm after 
manufacture can render the gun 
dangerous and usually voids any 
factory warranties.

Don't jeopardize your safety or 
the safety of others by altering the 
trigger, safety or other mechanism 
of any firearm. Don't allow unqual
ified piersons to repair or modify 
your gun.

Firearms are subject to normal 
wear. They require regular inspec
tion, service and occasional adjust
ment.

10. Learn the Mechanical 
and Handling Characteristics of 
Your Firearm.

Not all firearms are the same. 
The method of carrying and han
dling firearms varies with the 
mechanical characteristics of each 
gun.

Never load or handle any 
firearm without first thoroughly 
familiarizing yourself with that par
ticular firearm type. For safety rea
sons, some older single-action 
revolvers should always be carried 
with the hammer lowered over an 
empty chamber. Other revolvers 
and auto pistols have other handling 
requirements.

Always read and refer to the 
instruction manual accompanying 
your gun. If you've misplaced the 
manual, simply contact the manu
facturer for a free copy.

Having a gun in your posses
sion is a full-time responsibility. 
Don't use any firearm without hav
ing a complete understanding of its 
particular characteristics and safe 
use. There's no such thing as a fool
proof gun.
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Venison Casserole
2 lb. Ground venison, 

beef or any wild game
8-10 slices of bacon 
2 cans of tomato soup 

(un-diluted)
2 cans of whole kernel

corn
1 Med. Onion (chopped)
1 Tsp. Garlic Powder or 

crushed Garlic (optional)
1 pkg. Chili seasoning
2 boxes of Jiffy corn- 

bread m,ix

In a large skillet cook bacon.

remove bacon and drain on paper 
towel, save drippings. Brown ham
burger and onions in drippings. Add 
the 2 cans of tomato soup, and chili 
seasoning. Let simmer for about ten 
minutes. After simmering, layer the 
hamburger in a 9x14 baking dish. 
Then layer in the 2 cans of com. 
Then layer in the bacon strips. Or 
crush bacon and spread on top of 
com. Mix com bread batter (little 
mnny). and spread on top of other 
ingredients. Bake in @ 350 degree 
oven until com bread mix is golden 
brown.

ROCK HOUSE RANCH RETREAT
Bed & Breakfast

'We provide the space - you set the pace'
Family Vacation • Family Reunion 

Business Retreat • Weekend Getaway 
Any Occasion

Where the scenic Texas hill country meets the wild west and just 70 miles north of 
the Mexico border, the Rock House Ranch Retreat is located in 

Sutton County, Texas 20 miles south of Sonora

Accommodations:
3 Bedroom, 2 bath home which sleeps 8 comfortably, 

air-conditioning/central heat, fireplace and 
wood burning stove, washer and dryer available. 

Meals:
Continental breakfast is included, fully equipped kitchen. 

Amenities:
Swimming pool, horseshoe pitching, washer pitching, 

basketball goal, volleyball net, treehouse, nature walks, 
bird watching.

Optional Activities:
Jeep Rides 

Arrowhead hunts

Balch Ranch Com pany • Mary W. or Jerry Don Batch
P.O. Box 1076 • Sonora, Texas 76950 

915-387-3278 • 800-584-4555
email: balchrch@sonoratx.net or check our website: www.balchranchco.com
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