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Arthur W, Vandenberg, republi |
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gressmen start yelling about

politics and Inefficiency in WPA
~as some very important ones
sre pow doing, lustily--the man
on the receiving end of most of
the talk is & sitm, slangy, darks
haired chap named Howard Hun- |
ter, deputy admistralor of WPA

As No. 2 man in the WPA high
sommand, Mr. Hunter is the tar-
get ot which the congressional
evitics of WPA usually elect W/
shoot. So--1 went around to see
him, snd ask him f maybe thinys
wouldn't be improved if the whole |
work-relief program were turged
ack to the states, as some of the
criffcs have been suggesting

Mr. Hunter Jeaned back in his
chair, hoisted his feet 1o his desk

thereby revealing that he wears
no garters—and lit a cigaret

That way he said, “you'd

umply owultiply the politics there
might be in WPA by the number
of governmental units you'd turn
{ back 0. Since, In most states
it would go back W0 townships
and cities, you'd be multiplying it
by 10 or 11 thousand @
! The main
| manipulation
relief
' politicians

of political
in WPA s in the
offices and by local
on both sidegs of the
ience, Democratic and Republican
“The argument now is that, of
there's a danger of lJocal
litics entering Into the thing o
¢ program is turned back o the
but that the federal gov-
ergment could wt of supervis
t and keep it out. Then, In the
breath, they raise unshirted
because we're In politics
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organization, how you go
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gard to polities has taken plac
since Congress, this last wintes

| passed a law making it illegal for

anyone to promise anybody & werk ’
relief job as a reward for political ||
activity. The bill also provided '|
that no ene employed in a0y sort |
of supervisory cupacity on the
work-relief program could con-

About 100 administrative an-

[ployes of WPA, who held jobs

on county political commitiess
acted as precinct chalrmen, or b
other ways were politically active
have resigned since that law was |
passed ‘

In addition, WPA has fired 106 |
foremen, supervisors and other |
who refused to give up political |
activity. Eight political workers
in New Jersey were recently
dropped from WPA administrative
rolls, for instange

There've been plenty of com
plaints that this robs people
their civil rights.” says Mr. Hun-
ter We've even been accused
f being Fascists. You know, there
question asbowt ecivil
rights there. When we say that
2 WPA foareman o supervisor |
cant belong to a parly county
commitiee or go to a political con-
vention, we come close to depriv
ing him of his civil rights -

One of Mr Hunter's primary
objections 1o turning the work
relie! program back to the states’

that in some cases It might sim
ply mean the end of relief

Any grant-in-aid scheme whict
calls on the stales 10 put up some
m would, in many instances,
relief at all he says
“In some states no direet relief
whatever given 1o employables
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