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SMITH, WALKER & C O ^
AX COST.

WE ARE TtHE P E O P L E  WHO M A K E  T H E S E  PR I -  

OES. O T H E R S  M AY  TRY TO  M E E T  THEM.

Positiv^y w e ,will sell ANY ARTICLE in our entire DRY ' 
GOODS DEPAI^TMENT cat ACTUAL COST. Smith, Walker 
& Comianv ha\r& a Plains wide re^putation for handling only 
first oodi and we are now offering in every particularj'
•as aoeiraple ^o~ck' as is shown by any firaa in the Panhandle.i|p 
For dates of\sSle' asd-a^fesy specimen prices see our ad oh 
another page.
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THE STURGIS WAGER.
■went to the accountant's assistance, 
lie passed Into this office, 'nbich he 
probabljr reached In time to see Chat- 
ham rush in from the secretary’s 
room, closely followed bj’ Arbopast. 
‘X’ seized that chair over there in the 
corner and apranf^ l>et\vccn the hunt
ed man and his pursuer as the latter 
raised hia arm to fire. Our anonv- 
mous friend is probably a man of 
great strength; for with one blow of 
the chair he l)roke the bookkeeper’s 
wrist. The hammer fell, luii the 
weapon was deflected and thi' bullet, 
instead of reaching its intended vic
tim, passed through the upper lobe 
of Arbognst’s left lung and out at 
the bark at un angle of about fiO de
grees. The Ixxikkeeper w-ns standing 
not far front the inanteli>ieee j'ondcr. 
l>o yon See that broad black line on 
the hcorth? That wss inaele by the 
bullet. Its direction and the nngh* 
enabled ine at once to sec that it must 
have ricochette<l into the fireplace; 
and there, sure enotigh, I found it in 
the soot in the bend of the chimney. 
Here it is."

Dunlap had listened to this narra
tive with evident interest. Hut now
rectneriiig from the sp'dl of Sturgis' 
jH-rsuasive conviction, hi** skepticiMn 
rcgninetl the ascendancy for a iiio- 
nient

"Mr. Sturgis, you have missed ynnr' 
vocation," he said, laiiThiug goml 
iiatiiredly; "you ought to have 1h « 'i 
a playwright. You have a most ei-ii- 
vincing way of presenting Vtoth yi^ur 
facts and your theories. While ynu 
are speaking, one is ready t(> udiuii 
the plausiiiility of every v1 i;, :nu.t 
you make. Hut now th'.t to;t huve lin- 
ished. 1 have become a iKird-hcaild 
hanker once more, and I beg to m i '>- 
mit one or two facts—finee we ari- 
seeking facts—which it seems to ir • 
are enough to tleimdish all your elalx.- 
rate structure."

“Go on,” said .Sturgi.s; "it gees with- 
otit raying that an\ fhenry is worth 
less unless it tal;i s into .•..■covut a: ' 
explains every existii.g fat t. If thi .«• 
are any in this case whi'’H h"v<> cs- 
capi'd me—a contingency which is 
Huite possible, for 1 have no i>re;cn- 
•ion to infallibilty— I shall he glad tr> 
hear about them; and, naturally, if 
my conclusions do not tally witli the 
facts, the conclusions must be altcretl, 
since facta are absolute."

“Well, then," said Duulap, “assum
ing, for ths Mkc of the argument,

D O N ’l rra O LED
WE ARE NOT running a so called clearing sale AT COST

BUT W IL L PRICES
made by any so called sale and we ‘ 
better” on many goods. Nor is

;o 'em a ‘leetle’ 
our house the

Ouiiiping Ground Stock

for we have no direct proof whatrvcP 
that Arbognit is iv defaulter.'^ Andi 
then, when it comes to jour interest
ing description of the alleged ahoot- 
ing of .\rhognst. it, strikes me that 
you are entirely cnrrietl away by youp 
entlmsiasni; for, in your minute de- . 
scription of the path of the bullet, at 
a certain angle, iif which-ytrti a«'em 
to know the measure alntost to tlie 
fraction of n second, you overlook scr- 
ernl important things. Two sitota 
werx fired ycatcrdtvy in or near the 
Kiiickcrhocker hufik. In, sa.v yon, 
liccattse here ia a revolver with two 
empty cartridge shells; here la a 
black mark, which may have lieen 
pro<iuced by tire ticocdiet of a hnllet. 
and here I.h n Klin|>clesH tdece of lead, 
which may Im* that bullet. As, how
ever, one hiillel cannot account for 
two shots, you are forced at tfhcc to 
assume that Chatham has carried 
away the secoivd one in the palm «if 
his hand. This it Ingenious, very in- 
genioua, but—"

“His bh)od -is op tlie telephone re
ceiver," observed Htiirgis, quietly. .

“HIcmmI!"  exclaimed Duulap; “why, 
with the earnnpe that ,y«rt have im-- 
agined here, there should be. oceana of 
blood. Here is a  man, running around 
with n wountle.l hand, who leaves a 
few drops of hioorl on the telephone 
receiver, and nowhere else. A,nd here
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h e  DROXB THST' BOOKKEEPER’S 
WRIST WITH ONE BLOW.

that these various marks which you 
have called trails were made by the 
feet of three different people; admit-' 
ting even that one of these indi- 
viduala was Arbogast, who often 
stays here after bankin.'p hours, I do 
not see that yon have established by 
any satisfactory ’evidenee your as
sumption <<that the other so-called 
trails are those of Chatham and a 
atranger. aught I kneyv to the
contrary, they may h a ^  been made 
by some of the bank employes in the 
discharge of tbehr regnlar dtitiea. 
Chstham'h *eoat may have caught on 

' s  nail In tha telephone elDoet laet 
week, while he was here ia  hie hfffiU- 

‘̂ amta eapaelty of cjqmrt aeosMSmt. 
The f h a ^  of the conMftatlon o f the 
safe ip|jr bs tha result of, %a en w t

accumulated by other houses to ruil off at 2C to 25 per cent, below longs -excuse me. throui'h the uppei*
^  i»b « sTtr left Itmgwwho dort not/'"'

cost. If you want Good, Clean, Seaoonable gooes at prices that
, must, I take il. be fatal, or, at any

will satisfy you give us a chance ta show you our goods and prices,
, 1 1 1  curtain had fallenand if they are not right don t buy.' d«>n,a and ti.«

 ̂ j'twpso had hurried off to hia dresii-
iiig-iHMmi.”

“Vuii have forgotten something
G "  A ••l»e." suggested the reporter, sinlliiig.
■ ™ . ta * ** Dunlap looked at him questioningly.

“Vi-s; you haie forgotten the pistol 
replaced in the drawer afler .\rbogast 
was shot, and the doors of the hank 
carefully hjgked."

“True. No, my dear sir; your elab
orate theory will nt>t hear an instant's 
culm exaipinatinn.''

“Ami yet," rejoincil Sturgis, “my eon- 
clusions, ns far os they go; are abso
lutely correct. Every tilijcction which 
you raise is plausible i-nougli when 
consiilered liy itsilf; hut we have not 
to deal with a lot of ihohitcd facts, 
but with a series of miTnecfcd events,

' each of whleh depends upon ami siip- 
jMirts all the others. Li t me finish my 
story, and I think you will then he 
prepared to admit that what seems 
to you now a flight of fancy on^jftjfr;.,- 
part, is iioth^j|yjHsfc.*:»atWTTffwStioii 
of-piKlIf.’̂ 'ISnvarnished facts.''

Dunlap, with a deprerating gesture, 
settled back ilito his chair mice more.

“Wc-left Arbogast shot through the 
left lung—fatally wounded, as you
hove just remarked, lie probably fell 
like a log; while Chatham, weak froui 

- shock, leaneil against the door Jamb 
yonder. He had probably stanched bis 
wound with hts free hand as he ran;
I have been unable to find'any trace , 
of blood between the telephone and 
this spot. Oa the rtoQC^®"***, howitver,
I he blood left a stain which has not 
been poniplrtely wi|»ed out and which 
•iinblei) me to judge of Chatham's 
height. *X' was the only one of the 
trio who knew what he was about at 
(his lime, 1 have a genuine admira
tion for *X;' he must tje a man of iiiar- 

 ̂velous nerve. Instead ot flying panic- 
stricken from the scene, as any or
dinary criminal wnald have done, he 
ealmly prm-eerled to protect his retreat 
and to sTsteinatically cover his trail.
Ht* first step was to lock the Wall 
street gate and the Inside door. Quin
lan had dontitless pnllert the outer 

~ door to as he ran away, so that ’X ’ 
probably thought this also locked. He 
tlicn, with Chatham's asslstan^ce, 
helped .\rbogast, tvho was not 'yet 
dead, and who perhaps by tlji^llme, 
had rrgalned consciouapes^ Into the 
cab wliTCh was waiting nehr by in Ex
change place, where I fbund the blood
stains on the curb, as you will remem
ber. After starting off his two ac- 
compUeTs In the cab. be returned- to 
the bank, put ..away the pletol in ita ■ 
ijenpcr place, whieb, by the way, he  ̂
seems to have known, and wnsbed up 
Jill dr nearly ell tb* bldod stains. There 
Is a s|ioage and bucket nliAet tbe stub
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The above prices are only indicators of the prices 
that apply all the way through our stock of

GOODS, NOTIONS, CLO THING  
BOOTS, SHOES,

Our'

STOCK O F GROCERIES
Is full and Complete at right prices. \  '

No Goods will be Charged aj^dBt prices,. No trading Stamps allowed

This Sale holds Cioo| untilDec. 25lli,
Yours for Trade

CANYON M ERCAtIri Ce  COM PANY
Canyon City. Texas,. Nov. I8th, 1901
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, ^  ykf cterin* roea, whtck a tr*
*1) ikw oijcnitioa. Aft«r. m  ka fkoufbt, 
voatii^latfljr obiitvratiBC all traeaa of 
tba trmgnijr, be q «i«tly  walked oC by 
tiMe Kacbau^ pU«a eatranca, locked 
Ibo door and threw away tbo key.
Ail thia, while PdUoemaa J^ynn was 
rbaaloif Quinlan. You will note that’X.* 
knowiDif nuthmir of the Quinlan epi>

■ f»de. was i|uit« juetifled in belieetii^' 
that ilie ahute had failed to attract 
any attention outside of the bank.
Very likely he was disturbed by the 
return of the |ibUi*eman and Quinlan;
1 uanuot otherwise account fur his hae* 

left the-fas ourninir. Had he had 
. the time, I f ^  vonlldent ..thats with 

hie custutnary thoroufrhiiess. he would 
hare turned it out. .\a to tifiy minute 
description of Arbofast'a wuunda, t here 
is nothing remnrjcable in that. I know 
that the weapon used by ‘X* was yon- 

lu. dcr chair, because 1 found particles of 
the bookkeeper's epidermis lipon one 
of the iegn, trthich w us cousidernbly les* 
sened by the blow.. But 1 know exact* 
ly what the wounds were, because 1 

* hare examined them. 1 told you that 
1 had seen Arbogast yesterday.”

**V|liat!" exclaimed Dunlap;.  ̂Tyou 
. Btean after he was wounded ■.**’ «<

**Ves,”  replied Sturiris; "hU body la 
at the morgue now. You might call 
there this nftemooa to identify it, if 
you choose; but,' everything consid
ered, it might be as well not to make 
the iflentitication public until we are 
well on the track of Chatham apd-our 
friend ‘X.*”  % I

CH Arn iK  XII.
THK BOOKKEEPER’S,,CON rESSlON

Late that same evening Sturgis re
tamed to bis lodgings, after a busy day 
apeat in working upon the Knicker
bocker bank case. He was tired and he . 
was perplexed; for, with all his“unflag- i 
ging energy, his (jnick intelligence and I 
his plodding perseverance, he had come ' 
to aatandstill in hit investigation. The i 
Evening Tempest had i^ppeared with no ' 
farther menjiion of the Quinlan case, i 
and with only a perfunctory-report of ■ 
the cab mystery, no attempt having . 
b^n made to ccuhrct the two, fur Stur- j 

' gia would not consent to publish bis 
evidence until he was snre of complete 
success'in his undertaking.

As he approached the .house the re
porter K w  a lightT in his window, and 
inferred that a visitor was awaiting 
hia coming. It was hfr. Uunlap. who,' 
pale and careworn, was striding nerv- 
unaly back and forth in the room, with 
his baada behind his back and his head 
bent forward upon hia breast.

**Ah, there yon are at last!** ex
claimed the banker, eagerly: **I have 
been waiting for y<m for over an honr.”

**Haa somethiiig new turned up?” 
naked Sturgis.

**Yea; read that."
A t the same time.Dnnlap handed the 

reporter a letter.
“ Let me telj yon about it first. After 

leaving you this,morning I went to the 
. morgue and saw the fapdy. You were 
right; it >• Arhhftpst's. I had been < 
only half convinceiTtly'yotir evideace; i

I II IISW4
right 1» all -your other inductiojps, and j
I  became anxious to learn someibing I ^  s /''u 4- 1
definite coueerblng the amount of Ar- ' LUX J.y;3 Lv3 1 
bogaat^ dafalcation; As I could not |

FOR DAYS
We will sell FOR CASH our entire stock of

, .1 t i,

DRYGOODS, NOTIONS, HATS, CAPS
BOOTS7 SHO ES © C LO TH IN G ,

(In fact EVERYTHING in our DRY GOODS DEPARTMENT), '

aadytake tiMt
they yslglit ba. 1.

" ]

e ' ? I

Some articles'Will be sold 20 to 25 per cent, belpw,
Woolen Drtss. Goods Formerly .150 ..... Now $0.42 Men’s Suits Formerly I'j.OO................... Now J1.08
Faacy iSutini's........... .. . - is .IH  Men’s Suits- 44 <5.50 4.  ̂ ^
Thirty-sTx inch' Percales. “ - l i i ........ .......... ht Boys'Suits—  ., 44 ........... .y.A. “ 3.8H
Seasonable Ginir'iams. .-rr ” .10 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . * 4 .07i Boys’ Suits X 44 2.53
Feather Herb TMcJtfiRjf. . . .  “ •'heeeiaae. 4̂1 .14  ̂ D re^  Overcoat.^ 4 12.50 ................. “ 9.4»5Good ii*3-in. Brown Domestic “ • Oo^;.................. 44 • Oi Duck Overcoats 4i 3.50...... _ .......... “ *2.04

“ "  Bleached -Ofii ................... 4 4
.Sheep Ltoed Duck Coats *• 4.<;o....-............. ..........3.03

FanneBette Wrappers... “ YGO ‘ ............ . . 4 4 l.o2^ Buck Gloves ^ 4* l..‘»0 ___ . . . . . . 1.11(• ’ it ' ' .si '1.35 , .vl; ........ .. . -44 - T.01 Gent’.s Dress Shirts N. 4 4 < l.'25..r........•. i. ‘*
t,,adier Jackets.,.; . . . . . .  . " __ “kOO '.r. .7 .. r.'. 4» 2.53 Gent’s Woolen Shirts — 1.50........ .......... "  .'.»() 1ii • - *4 • " * 44. 3.50 . . . .  ........ 4s 1.90 Gent’s Slfocs 4 4 «i , . , , ̂  A-,#. *5 . . . . “ 2.53
Jaadies* FleecedVests. .. “ - • 60. see, . 4 i .40 Gent’s Boots---- ------— -u - ‘ "5.Q0................ . “ 3.91

“ '• Union Suit.s '• 1 OrtA « •#•••#• ••eeee 4 4 .159 Gent’s Boot.s 44 ........ “ '2.53
Misses “  “  . “ .8.5 4 4 .23 Stetson Hats 4 4 .5.00... r r - . ........ “ . 39pi
Ladies'Fire ShoesT. . . .. “ -3.00 ................... e 4 2.37 Gent's Hats 4 4̂ 3.(H),'. . . . . . -s. “ *’ *’2 i
Childrens’ School bhoes 1.50 .................... 4 4 M 3 Gtinl's Hats '

- - ....Wh 4 U5o... ...'........... 1.13:
• __ .

We have many such bargains but space forbids further enumeration.

•V

Look out for the tickets they are apfiiyin.! bajagafrffi

k"in'airCingbis Comp 1 gte and now is the

I 1 wa 
I >y ai

r^acb the books for some time. 1 called 
upon Nrs. Arbogast. thinking I might 
be able to learn something from her. 
Yon.had not been to see her, bad you?”
- “ Xo,”  ansnert.d Sturgis, gravelye^I 
did .not think it likely she knew us 
much about this matter as we do. and 
I ahrank from the ordeal of revealing 
To her the fact of her husband's crime 
and tragic deotb.' I wished, at any rate, 
to exhaust all other means of obtain- 
inip infonoatioB before resorting to 
this one.”

”Of eonrae, o f course.”  said Dunlap, 
somewhat impatiently; ” tfae woman is 
naturally to be pitied; but I could not 
allow any aentimental consideratiou to 

.stand in the way of the discharge of 
my duty to our depositors.”

"■What did you learn from her?”  
asked the reporter. ^

” \Vhen 1 reached the hocse^be |^id 
told me that hlrs. Arbogast had spent 
the previous evening at .her sister's 

'WDuse in the country and had not yet 
’ eoine bock. I was about leave, in

tending to return later inYhe evening, 
when the lady herself arrived. Upon  ̂m 
learning who I was she seemed some- ; 
what surprised, bnt invited raFTn. As l 
we {MBtse<i into the parkir the maid 
handed her mistress a letter, stating 
that it bad come by the morning's 
maiL Mrs. Arbogast glanced at tpa

y m your ies at a Great Saiamf.
ck and complete sizes.Come earlk and get the benefit of a

Everyone \yh() knoWvS ^ iiith . \ya1kQr & Co. can 
vouch for the geniiinencss of this Btije. .

A LL GOODS CHAGGED WIL BE AT REGULAR PRICES

CAJMYON,
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envelope, but did not open it. At my 
first cantioua questions she seemed to 
be very much surprised. Arbogast had' 
announeeiHo her by telegram the pre
vious «tsy j^nt be would be Obliged to 
go out of town for n few dayvon busi- 
neaa. lie allowed htr to infer that he 
would soon rcturnrand that his busi- 
neaa was connected with the affairs of 
the bank Hho could not understand 
bow it bappenevi that i knew nothing', 
of this trip. ‘Hut,* said have juat ̂
received k letter from Him, which wHI 
dbubtiesa explain iruHl-ra.’' She evi- 

' deutty knew nothing of her huaband'a  ̂
pecnlatioa. Tliereupen she opened the 
envelope and took out Ikla letieri I 
otMerved her eioaely. Atk the first 
words 1 saw her cheeks blanch and a 
look of agony pass over her features 
as she Instinctively pressed, her hand to 
bee heart. I knew then that the let
ter contained aotne imyiortant revela
tion, and 1 became anxious to obtain ' 
posafiaion'of it. When she bad dona. L 
rould see that shw-was laboring under 
a atroag ch|u(ioa: but she controlledclaotloB

‘epMccd

"Ths Knickerbocker Bank, 
New Torn. Deo. 3U ]••«. 

"M f DsrIIng Wife: When you reC^ve 
this tetter I shall be far sway—a dUxraced 
criminal—and you will be worse than a 
widow.

"1 dare not a^  your forirlvetieaa for the 
trouble I am vnnatns upon yo<i, for 1 
realise all too clearly tfie rstnnt of the 
wrotis I  have don# you. Bui 1 feel Irresiat- 

t Ibly impencd to lay before you In all their 
, nkkednt rs.as 1 do lorfore my own consetenoe, 
^the clrcuiiiifUincee which have led to my 
downfall. A anoWledse of the»* may i,er- 
hs:»ir enablu you te tiiiderstafid, tn a mouji. 
Ure, the Veitiptatton to which 1 have eue- 
cumbed; althousb «.! find It hard myself, 
nifw that all la over, to reoiite how 1 oaaM . 
to yield jto It *' , ■ ;

- I ’erhSiie you may rentember the cele
bration of iny fiftieth annivereary. We 
were havins a moat enjoyable eyiirmg ln‘ 
tffe company i,i ihe trleiida whom yoii hau 
inrlted to participate In the ftsUvUlear 
when a caller waaUtitiounccd. I wan obliged 
to lea,ve our suests In onler h> reteivc trim 
tn the library Thlrfriun lost no time In 
BUtliis .ttiĉ rutture of bla bUHlne.s with me. 
Ble name was Tnomaa f.'hnthsm; he waa 

rW-dspert fcceuptant, who had t̂ ecn em- 
-  •* Knlckcrbocki-r l ink to ex-

'”-"***'j dimne the books, and Im coolly Informed 
; me that tie had Juat dtscovervd a serious 

WAM DAROftlNO f’ ldTitri* A 1 books-one that had enabled
B ^ N u S tO T IO N  ^  • depositor to or.rdrsw hi. account by■THUPIU jbJStrriON.  ̂ «  urge amount. At nm l rrruaed to be-

' • ' i I'I'b. att bough he submit tud copies
nerve her; bnt after gwhlle she became W«d^*‘h .^ ^ n  m = d i"w K 2 ^ ^  
somewhat calmer. 'After all. It la bet- that j t  only r«kteo with me w ither the 
ter so,’ she aaid, at last. Thefi abe should bd reported to tb« bsnkrl

r .^^dlgnsntly refused to ttaten to
fbmsined i>erfectly unruffled during our

■HB

handed me this letter. There wag noheraelf, replhctti the letter In its en- « .. « u, ■. ------ umuiueu ounna our
veiop. a ^  Mid. merely: This doe. ( " “ ‘ " J * * * "  tor w^hholdlnglt. Head . tntervtew and left me .t  last w.'S SJ: 

.. a .  ̂ It now, t that ha wemta) wait 11 hoora h*.
ten » e  ̂  husband a whereabout.; ^  pg.tm.rked at the general poat '

oAea at fiva o'clock.”  Mid Sturgis; “ lU  *My first otep’ on retelling the bank 
waa tbere.ft>re mailad before or during , ihenext dar was to verify Chattumfsetate- 
Chalham’s visit to the bank. It may^ Alaa! they were only too true. Thais

was tlta terrible blunder staring me in the 
not nnderauad MW 1 bad

... . . . .  -----  it; Itut ihore it was. and
tbe <h«r*wonan when aha left the Mtbiiw could espiain it away, l had hoped

I against 'hupn up lo thia Hate; now 1 saw*

.JflTrS".'!!’ I 'SLns.daeeiopt and raafc j to aM^ta fisnkir cont«wa m

but 1 hkhii Maliticss have further news 
o t hlakki tbe course of a few days.* I 
saw that ate waa attempting to shield 
him in tte  teppoaitloo tba^bc waa still 
alirt. l,tte reW e  broke, tte.Beww of 

death Ip te r as tdhtlg m  1 eeald. 
•rte shock heotetd l

^̂ •sMvaaoe w vsmgs IMV Wdikatee Aw
have been mallcyt by Arbogpat before - “ 7
***. WM done, or perbAps by ■ to mokt

to stteriy sn,

\

W E  ARE HERE
(to se ll Ibt? best Rfootls a t re a s o n a b le "" '' '
prices. \We want a share of your 
patronage and by courttous treat
ment and honest dealing we hope lo 
hold your trade. Our stock of

GROCERIES, COUNTRY PRODUCE,
CONFECTIONS, fR U IJ S ^ D  VEGETABLES

^  ,1s tbe freijhest to be fourid-on the market. .

■■ J. A. WANSLEY (? CO.
fif.T. JONES LUMBER CO.

D E A L E R S  irj

long leaf yellow pine lumber.
DOOUS 
WINDOWS 
MOULDINGS 
BUILDING HAKEtt

LEAD
VAI4NI5HES 
CYl»ltE».S 8H1NOLE.S 
rENCE I*OSTS

GLASS • 
OIL.
PUTTY
BB^UKS

A^tluielu Lincoln Mixed Paint 
^SoH undtr an Iron Vlad Vuarantet/

9L MEHUAN, manager.
TEXAS

lAUIty tor the 
■agueoees. whatever 
hraUsted. and 1 wits teat. ,

"I hesitated fi^use  I felt that ssy posi
tion waa at stake. Would not my err 
appear Inexcuaubte to the ifflcere of 
bank, since I cotiid find no palllatton for It 
in my own eyeaT I was CO years old. 1 
shrank from the necessity of beginning 
again at th«> fust of the ladder nhlc)} I 
hod-eo laboriously climbed aftcr-a.llfetlm# 
of oonscIcnUoua plodding. It would be 
no easy matter for me to flnd onotber po
sition.

'The more I thought the roWt'T over.-the 
more 1 became convinced that there might 
1x1 another way out of my trouble. \Vas 
It not probable that tbe depositor who had - 
profiled by my mlstaUe ka*l done so Inno
cently T If BO, would'he ;iipl bo willing 16 
repay the amuurt overdrawn? At the 
worst. If ho.shuukl refuao to do this, might 

*j.4t not be pessiblu for me to scraiKliogelhcr 
unit borrow enough to inako good the dr 
ilcloncy? in this-wuy I could 4-orrwt tlic 
blunder, and no one would be tlio «(iscr for*
It. Itut w;hat of tliat man Chatham? 'Would 
not hia report'betray me? I recalled his 
Intimation that tha nature of lii.*i report 
depended 0 |>oa myself. .iVhiit did he mean 
by that? I*robably ho would s<*t a prleo 
upon his atiraev. This would udd coji:ild- 
ernWy to the amount 1 i.houbi have to 
raise; hut would not this be bet.ter.atlwratl, 
(hah the loan of my i>ovlttanf At any rate.
I should not lx* any Iho wer-e off for lis
tening to his proimsal, whatever it mlgiif . 
te.

•Ttktt afternoon, as soon as the hsnk had 
clpscO, I calledat thesddreast'lialbam bad 
given me. Ht» cvlUehlly expected pie. 
With him WHS a man Whuni tic tr.truduced 
ai| J.ninrs Withers, the depositor in whoso 
favor my olundcr liad bcerf in.ide. Had 
1 not been laboring under great exciter 
me«t. It IS ilUely thnf iny Misplrloiis wvnld 
have been aroiired by the siruiigenrss or"

' Wlttiers’ presc-nce in Chatham s<vom. Tho 
two men ryecind me pls«efniiiy.\,and tho 
alleged Withers, even fieforc 1 i.oUlit br*'aeh 
the sut>Jo<?t, « yjjieised his regret srhenr- 
ing ol the error whicli had i>i i n com ing 
ted. and «su re «l mo ot wdUnjClu es iS'; 
retinbiirso tUi; uoak; nut-ah ' ihvrc_wks an.. 
ugdateMS "Tiut.' He was short of re.-dr 
money Ipat then: everything ho had was 
il<d up tn a promising enirtiitiee which 
was ijjpiod-to bring in a m:'ir.uni<':'t proflt 
in tho euursc-ot a  f**w days if ont;.' he ruuld 
raise* a Xaw  paUry hundi-i^.'. to eiii; jIo him 
to hold out a little to:'.g**r. I f  he failed 

~io scrape togellbr this sniiill nmonid. all 
would be lost. Iiiskliour.ly and rclrniiess- 
I;* they drove me toward tho trap they hud 
prepared, and I waa weak e!io*i.*-li to ta ll 
tutu It. Pafi.i** H'.« pnr.rvi.;.v was over.
I  pad consented to allow Withers to still 
further overdr.'iw hia a<Tount. and I had 
received' hts solemn promlso to refund, b«- 
furt* the end of tho week, the entire umoiiiit 
ho owed the bauk.^Thon Chnthpni suggest- 
e«l that It would bn wl&er ta let tho sec
ond overdraft c6me from another ac
count. WItlu r.s agreed with him and atdfi^ 
that Ihi' Chet.I: could be'made In rh" uamo 
ot Henry Seymour, a relative of hia, vvle. 
had recently njiened a small ne<*ounl w lfk 
the Knlckerhotker bank. I strongly ob
jected lo shantiK the »i>i-rct o f iny Infs A  v 
with any others, but i tinatiy alloweil my
self to bcTiverruled by the plausible seoun- 
dreU Into »  Hose etutelies I had fallen. "

*The fiesv nay I took ir.y first step In 
erlmc. hy inaKlng such entries us would 
fnsuro the. (loilurtnK of beymour's chuck. 
A fter that l-wasc«mpb:;H!lJ In the power 
these two m«n. It wiia not loiut betore 1 
dlscovere.d that I had oc«n . their dupa. 
Chatham's ncceumpltea was not the true 
Wlfhera; for this man. a tew daya Inter. 
m-iJc a large ileposti, wliieli moni than 
cuvsred nis previous ovenlra't. The igla# 
Withers whs Ilin ry  tkyiiiour lUmself.

"A s  soon as 1 iisd coniiimted u felouy. It 
became' unnl'cerfsHry for iSeymour to awep 
up H n y  f.urihor 'pretense tif a desire lo re- 
fjintT the money I h.Hd hcIpedTititno steal, 

was now in tho tncshiis of « r1me nsdeep- 
as my iiecunipllces; and. from that time 

to tills I he) have lurced mo to act us their . 
cat's-paw 1 luring this period of two years 
the bank b.m been roblx-d in this woy*Wf—"  
over. Jl'io.uOi). every cent ttf wlitch has 
gone to 'i ;hnrtTSfii ur.d feyniour.

'•Vou, van portiaps tm.igluv w:UaLa hell 
my |W« na.s been .luring tlmf time. With 
prison and .ItsiiraeoaturlnK inu tn the face; 
and w'it|  ̂tbe absolutu eonvlctloii that ex- 
^su rp  must Inevltubly come sooner or 
later. I have sufTcrvd the torture o f the 
damned. A t the-tMink. 1 have teen In a 
piiriKitual state of suspenve. 1 have start
ed iyS-every word spoken to. i:ie;.I Juuaa_:i 
seen Bus;ilcion In every glance which ha.i 
met mine; I hav trrmb!<'d and paled at 
every a44tsoa.vii of onv of the ofllc'nnor the 
bank. And yet i have not dur.-d to ab- 
Bcnt myself from my desk for an hour, lest 
an rXainbialtoii of niy taxiks .lurlnr my 
absence;sh'iulii reveal itijr crliiie. 1 huve 
been the l.r::t to r.cch tlie luirit In the 
morniiiK, and the la-, t to leave It nt nigluy 
1 harir noi iv ru  taken the few niinutes 
tliirliig the ‘day which would h.vve lx*en ro- 
Mulred to enable au> to obtain a iiurrlrd 
meal. Un onu pretext or nnottu' *̂, ilnring 
tho last two years, 1 have had,to forego mr 
annual vacation. 1 have dragged myuclf 
to my post w'lien 1-W'ba so ill that J t-oul.l 
hhrdty .stand. U'ccu.vn 1 could not afToru 
to have anyonb taka phargo of my books 
for oven on hour.* And ull that lime, with ' 

reull-atton o f my degradation and 
Infamy., i h ive been forced to continue my 
traud.v. knowing tliul each one brought 
me nearer lutt)o inevitable final exposure; 
but knowing eobaJly well that a refusal 
en my part to continue my stealing would 
result in an Instant b^cayal by my ac- 
compllcek. . —

"At last further concealment became Im
possible. A week ago the yearly ezandna- 
tlon of the books fopk place. The txpeft 
scrountxnt employed was, as usual, Thomas ' 
Chatham, and of eourse. as usual, his re
port ^ s  entirely satisfactory. It seem^. 
therefore, as though discovery co'uK bo .. 
post|K>ried a little longer; when suddejtly. 
thia morning, we were Informed that a 
change in the aystem of bookkeeping would 
beadoptedafterthu 1st of January. 1 saw st 

— “ f* WIBH'lliuT all was over. The discovery of 
my crime I* now d matter of hours 1 must 
be out of tho w-ay before tbe crash comes 
or .1 am doomed. 1 can already see the 
felon's 'strlpt's upbn^ny back; the clang of 
the prison g.-ili-n ring In my ears.

"I am too dated to think; bufll feFl that 
my only .cscafx* Is In death. And yet I cling 
to life.., 1 know th.vt tho happy days of the - 
paal are gone foraver; and yet 1 feel a sort 
of numb relief at the thought that the 
worst is now certain to cointr, and to come 
at once?

”1 have carefully prepsred my flight, so 
that 1 ahall have plenty of time to reach y  
a place of safety. Dnee there. 1 ahsll be ' 
free from pursuit: but I shall be an exilb. 
and 1 shall cai<ry with me to the grsvs the 
burden of my aln. .

"Tho most bitter pang In my remorse ts 
caused b'y the thought of ̂ e  great drrong 
1 have duno you, diear w lf^  'You will now 
be forced to face the world not only un
protected by the one whose duty and whose 
desire it was to smooth the way for you; 
t>ut, what is worse, oppressed by the bur
den of hia sin.

"What little money I hare left tn the sav- 
Inge bank I have transferred to y ^ r  name. 
You may use It all with sctesrconelence: 
for every dollar ot It was honestly mine. I 
a wear 1 have never had a atngto oeat of the 
money I have stolen. It has all been drawn 
by Henry Seymhbr, and used 1 knouMi'ot 
how. , ‘

"As soon as I am settled ii> the place lo 
which 1 am going I shall try. as far as Uaa 
In my power, to redeem my past by a Ilfs of 
honest labor; and 1 hope to be able to con
tribute to your support In the near future. 

"Oh! my wife! my darling wife! Would

Hhst the past could be blotted out, and.that 
OdUld once more place my hand In youra, 

an honest man. Though you may flnd It 
hard to forgive ms now, perhaps In time 
you may be able to think gentlyV him who 
through all hia crime and degradation has 
remained

"Tour devoted husband,
"JOHN AV. ABBCKJArr.

"My safety depende upoa your having 
the contents af this.letter secret (gr at

V  ^

-/
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L'i't-

■( three.dar[k Ai^cr I bat tUls.-ylpgaa


