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Employees with Lubbock-based Berg Studios work to remove a 
stained glass window from First Presbyterian Church Wednesday 
afternoon. The 80-year-old treasures will be shipped to Lubbock, 
where they will be restored to their original glory, according to 
the Rev. Craig Holstedt, a process that will take nearly a year. 
The work is part of a $250,000 renovation project at the local 
church.

Early out earns $1,000 at BSISD
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

In an effort to make up for 
an anticipated budget short-
fall, Big Spring public school 
officials are offering person-
nel a de facto early resigna-
tion bonus.

Any Big Spring Indepen-
dent School District employ-
ee who announces his or her 
resignation prior to March 1 
will receive a one-time pay-

ment of $1,000, BSISD Chief 
Financial Officer Sandra 
Waggoner said.

This action is being taken 
to help the district get a head 
start on dealing with an an-
ticipated drop in state aid. 
Texas legislators are expect-
ed to drastically cut revenue 
to school districts as a result 
of a budget shortfall estimat-
ed at almost $20 billion.

“We’re doing this simply 

for budgetary reasons,” Wag-
goner said. “We’ll look at the 
vacancies that result (from 
the early resignations) at that 
particular point and see if 
they need to be filled.”

Reducing the number of per-
sonnel is the last option for 
BSISD, Waggoner said, but 
with payroll accounting for 
more than 75 percent of the 
district’s budget, officials are 
looking for any solution short 

of handing out pink slips.
“When you’re looking at 

trimming the budget, you’ve 
got to look at payroll,” she 
said. “This is not to encour-
age anyone to quit, but if they 
are going to, we want them to 
let us know as early as they 
can so we can plan ahead … 
This is one way for us not 
to have a reduction in force 
later on because we’ll know 
what’s coming.”

While payroll accounts for 
most of the district’s budget, 
it is not the only area officials 
will look for cuts, Waggoner 
promised.

“We’ll go through the bud-
get, line item by line item,” 
she said. “We’re looking at 
everything.”

Contact Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at re-
porter@bigspringherald.com

By AMANDA MORENO     
Staff Writer

Mark your calendars, nu-
merous events are coming 
up in the next two months. 
Upcoming events were the 
main focus of the Big Spring 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
board’s meeting Wednesday. 

This weekend, the Big 
Spring Symphony presents 
“Time Travels”, with Sarah 
Beckham as a guest artist at 
the Big Spring High School 
Auditorium. 

A world-renowned pianist 
will be making a special per-
formance for Big Spring resi-
dents to enjoy. The concert 
will take place at the Hall 
Center for the Arts on the 

See CHAMBER, Page 3
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By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Mike Eggleston had lots of 
stories from his days as a Tex-
as peace officer, but it took a 
nudge from his wife to put 
those stories on paper.

Eggleston, whose career in 
law enforcement included a 
stint with the Big Spring Po-
lice Department, was at the 
Heritage Museum Wednes-
day to sign copies of “Dis-
torted Pillars,” a fictionalized 
account of some of the events 
in his career.

Written under his pen 
name, Mike McKee, the book 
follows the career of Mike Ev-
ans, who strikes out at any-

thing he considers unethical, 
unfair or unpatriotic.

According to a synopsis of 
the book, Evans continuously 
deals with exciting, danger-
ous situations, some of which 
result in death, while others 
become hilarious and end 
with the unexpected.

Eggleston, who is now re-
tired and living near Dunn, 
said a second career as a book 
author was not on his list of 
things to do after he retired 
from law enforcement.

“I never dreamed of writing 
a book,” he said. Pointing to 
his wife, Kathie, he jokingly 

See OFFICER, Page 3A

Wife’s nudge 
makes author 
out of officer

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Mike Eggleston talks to a person while signing copies of his 
book, “Distorted Pillars,” at Heritage Museum Wednesday 
afternoon. The book is a fictionalized  account of some events 
from Eggleston’s law enforcement career.

Chamber 
reviews 
upcoming 
activities



THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-

sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 
7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed discussion meeting, 
8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

• United Blood Services will hold a blood drive 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday in the Big Spring City 
Council Chambers, 307 E. Fourth St. Walk-ins are 
welcome or call 264-2347 to schedule an appoint-
ment. Bring your identification.

• American Legion Post 506 will host a fish fry 
from from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday at the post 
home, 3203 W. Highway 80. Carry out is available. 
Delivery will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. by calling 
263-2084. 

• The Department of State Health Services is 
offering the Shingles vaccine in the month of 
February. The vaccine will be administered free 
from 1-4 p.m. Feb. 22-23 only. If you are 60 years or 
older and have had chicken pox sometime in your 
life, this vaccine is recommended. Please call 263-
9775 if you have questions. 

• The Kiwanis Club of Big Spring will hold its 
annual pancake supper from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
March 11 at the Howard College Cafeteria. Tickets 
are $5 per person and can be obtained from any 
Kiwanis Club member or by contacting Don 
McGonagill at 267-7601.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteers to deliver 
meals to the homebound elderly in Big Spring. If 
you can donate at least one hour a week, call 
Macaria Cantu at 263-4016 and leave a message.

• An account has been set up to help Bob and 
Jeanine Fishback with Bob’s medical and travel 
expenses: Bob Fishback Medical Account 915967, 
Big Spring Education Employees Federal Credit 
Union, 1110 Benton, Big Spring 79720. For more 
information, call 263-8393.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• RICKY BOB YANEZ, 25, of 1302 Sycamore, was 
arrested Wednesday on a warrant from another 
agency and a warrant for resisting arrest, search or 
transportation.

• ZACKARY BENNETT WATKINS, 25, of 908 
Mountain Park, was arrested Wednesday on war-
rants for expired license plate and failure to 
appear.

• JACOB DANIEL PETROWSKI, 21, of 2803 
Apache, was arrested Wednesday on a warrant 
from another agency.

• THOMAS RIOS, 29, of 1321 Mulberry, was 
arrested Wednesday on a warrant for possession of 
a controlled substance.

• STEPHANIE LYNN CISNEROS, 36, of 1321 
Mulberry, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of 
possession of a controlled substance.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 1600 block of Martin Luther King Blvd.
In the 1900 block of S. Gregg Street.
In the 600 block of Caylor.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 65 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• RICKY BOB YANEZ, 25, was transferred to the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a motion to 
revoke probation for manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance and a charge of resisting 
arrest, search or transportation.

• THOMAS RIOS, 29, was transferred to the coun-
ty jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
manufacture/delivery of a controlled substance.

• ZACKARY BENNETT WATKINS, 25, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on 
municipal warrants for violation of a promise to 
appear and expired driver’s license.

• JACOB DANIEL PETROWSKI, 21, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on 
a motion to revoke probation for theft.

• STEPHANIE LYNN CISNEROS, 36, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on 
a charge of possession of a controlled substance.

• ROBERT RUBIN SANCHEZ, 46, was transferred 
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of 
Sycamore. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 100 block of E. 21st 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 300 block of N.W. 
11th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of 
Hillside. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Ann 
Drive. One person was transported to SMMC.

Cory Lee Puga
Cory Lee Puga, 19, of Big Spring 

died Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011, at 
University Medical Center in 
Lubbock. Rosary will be held at 7 
p.m. Thursday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral mass will be held 
at 1 p.m. Friday at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church with burial at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

Cory was born Sept. 18, 1991, in 
Big Spring. He is survived by his 
fiancé, Tori Johnson; stepchildren, 

Jacob and Carmen; his mother, Pam Puga; father, 
Chuck Cahorn; stepfather, Paul Silva; sister, Crystal 
Puga; and brother, Chad Puga. He was the grand-
son to Judy (deceased) and Johnny Lee Puga. His 
immediate family included Uncle Rod Puga; cous-
ins, Loren, Julie and Aron Puga; Uncle Johnny R. 
Puga; Uncle Wayne Holland; Melissa Puga, the 
other mother; Uncle Shannon Beaudreax; and cous-
ins, Brandon Bollier and Summer Beaudreax.

Cory resided in Big Spring and worked for Basic 
Energy Drilling Division. He loved his job very 
much and was a very hard worker. He was a 
jokester. He was a very fun-loving, good-hearted 
kid. He liked fishing and spending time with his 
family. He will be greatly missed.

Pallbearers will be Chad Puga, Shannon 
Beaudreax, Brandon Bollier, Jeremy Balios, Kyle 
Gerstenberger, David Valdez, Mark McBeth and 
Cody Nall.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Sandra De La Garza 
Ramirez

Sandra De La Garza Ramirez, 44, 
of Big Spring died Wednesday, Feb. 
16, 2011, at Midland Memorial 
Hospital.  Vigil services will be at 4 
p.m. Thursday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Friday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church.

She was born Jan. 8, 1967, to 
Maria Dolores and Eliseo De Le 
Garza Jr. in Edinburg. She moved 
to Big Spring 17 years ago and 

lived most of her life here. She was a Certified 
Nurse’s Assistant at Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas 
State Veterans Home. She was a member of Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church. 

She is survived by her husband, Jesus Ramirez 
Sr. of Big Spring; two sons, Jesus Ramirez Jr. and 
his wife Victoria of Midland and Justin Ramirez of 
Big Spring; one daughter, Kayleen Ramirez of Big 
Spring; parents, Dolores and Eliseo De La Garza of 
Big Spring; three sisters Irma Chapa, Leticia 
Dominguez and Marisa Barrientes, all of Big Spring; 
and several nieces and nephews.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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Obituaries Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Fri

2/18

82/51
Sunshine.
Near record
high temper-
atures. High
82F. Winds
NE at 5 to
10 mph.

Sunrise:
7:26 AM

Sunset:
6:35 PM

Sat

2/19

82/54
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Sunrise:
7:25 AM

Sunset:
6:35 PM

Sun

2/20

85/43
Morning
clouds fol-
lowed by af-
ternoon sun.

Sunrise:
7:24 AM

Sunset:
6:36 PM

Mon

2/21

74/41
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
mid 70s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:23 AM

Sunset:
6:37 PM

Tue

2/22

81/45
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 40s.

Sunrise:
7:22 AM

Sunset:
6:38 PM

Brownsville
81/65

Houston

73/56

Austin
76/57

Dallas
78/60

El Paso
78/45

Amarillo
63/37

San Antonio
77/60

Big Spring

82/51

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 80 55 pt sunny Kingsville 79 62 pt sunny
Amarillo 63 37 mst sunny Livingston 75 53 cloudy
Austin 76 57 cloudy Longview 76 58 cloudy
Beaumont 72 54 cloudy Lubbock 73 40 mst sunny
Brownsville 81 65 pt sunny Lufkin 78 56 cloudy
Brownwood 81 57 pt sunny Midland 80 52 mst sunny
Corpus Christi 73 62 pt sunny Raymondville 82 62 pt sunny
Corsicana 77 59 cloudy Rosenberg 75 56 cloudy
Dallas 78 60 pt sunny San Antonio 77 60 cloudy
Del Rio 80 58 pt sunny San Marcos 76 57 cloudy
El Paso 78 45 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 73 59 cloudy
Fort Stockton 83 52 mst sunny Sweetwater 80 53 mst sunny
Gainesville 76 56 pt sunny Tyler 75 57 cloudy
Greenville 74 57 cloudy Weatherford 78 56 pt sunny
Houston 73 56 cloudy Wichita Falls 78 50 mst sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 72 49 pt sunny Minneapolis 30 21 pt sunny
Boston 52 32 rain New York 61 38 pt sunny
Chicago 47 27 pt sunny Phoenix 69 51 cloudy
Dallas 78 60 pt sunny San Francisco 51 41 rain
Denver 52 32 pt sunny Seattle 39 30 mixed
Houston 73 56 cloudy St. Louis 57 39 pt sunny
Los Angeles 63 47 rain Washington, DC 71 44 pt sunny
Miami 81 61 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Feb 11

Full
Feb 18

Last
Feb 24

New
Mar 4

UV Index

Fri

2/18
5

Moderate

Sat

2/19
4

Moderate

Sun

2/20
6

High

Mon

2/21
6

High

Tue

2/22
6

High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 3-4-7-21-28-30.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 10-19-20-29-37.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-7-2-8. Sum It 
Up: 18.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-1-8. Sum It 
Up: 9.
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Watching the Green Bay Packers win this year’s Super Bowl reminded me 
of a conversation I had over forty years ago. I commented to a man working 
on our house that Elijah Pitts was a good football player.

I knew very little about professional football and preferred the Dallas 
Cowboys over Elijah Pitts and the Packers. I was merely repeating what 
others had told me and was simply attempting to sound grownup. I was 
surprised when the man replied, “Yeah, but he’s black.”

The lesson I heard but rejected was that people are to be judged by the color 
of their skin. The lesson I learned and accepted was that words are very 
powerful. Indeed they can be recalled over forty years later.
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Sandra De La Garza 
Ramirez, 44, died 
Wednesday. Vigil ser-
vices will be at 4 p.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.  Funeral servic-
es will be at 10 a.m. 
Friday at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.

Cory Puga, 19, died 
Sunday. Vigil services 
will be at 7 p.m. tonight 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.  Funeral servic-
es will be at 1 p.m. 
Friday at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.  Burial 
will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

OFFICER
Continued from Page 1A

added, “She pestered me into doing 
it.”

Kathie Eggleston didn’t totally deny 

her husband’s comments.
“I wanted him to write down the 

stories for his grandkids, so they’d 
know some of the things he’d done,” 
she said.

Although he’d never attempted to 
write a book, the exercise wasn’t too 

daunting a challenge, Mike said.
“I just wrote it from memory,” he 

said. “It didn’t take too long.”
Although the book is a work of fic-

tion, he said it is based on actual 
events.

“I wrote in as fiction because I was 

worried about being sued,” he said. 
“But everything is based on true sto-
ries.”

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan 
at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at re-
porter@bigspringherald.com

CHAMBER
Continued from Page 1

Howard College campus 
on Feb. 25 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are available for 
$25 and can be pur-
chased at the chamber, 
the Herald and at 
Churchwell Insurance. 
According to Terri 
Johansen, president of 
the chamber board, the 
money will go to the Big 
Spring Community 
Foundation CARE fund. 
The CARE fund pro-
vides help for cancer 
patients.

If gems are what you’re 
looking for, the How-
ard County Fair Barns 
will be the place to find 
them. The 42nd Annual 
Gem and Mineral Show 
will be the weekend of 
March 5 and 6. For more 
information, call 263-
3340.  

For those concerned 
about educating them-
selves on health issues, 
the health fair will be 
on April 9 at the Doro-
thy Garrett Coliseum 
from 8 a.m. to noon. For 
more information, call 
the chamber at 263-7641. 
That same day is the 
Master the Mountain 5K 
Run, at the Big Spring 
State Park. For more in-
formation, contact Ron 
Alton at 263-4931. 

On top of already 
scheduled events, the 
chamber has several 
activities in the works. 

There are no specified 
dates at this time, but 
ideas are flowing for 
an art walk and com-
munity luncheon. A 
Howard County com-
munity guide is also in 
the works. 

“We really want this 
to be a show stopper 
for the community,” 
Debbye ValVerde, ex-
ecutive director of the 
chamber, said. “We re-
ally want it to show off 
Coahoma, Forsan and 
Big Spring.”

Ideas are being wel-
comed from chamber 
board members con-
cerning stories and lay-
out. Chamber members 
interested in hosting a 
Business Before Hours 
or Business After Hours 
are encouraged to call 
the chamber. Oncor 
has confirmed a date for 
Business After Hours, 
May 5 from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. 

Local employers will 
receive education on 
hiring handicapped 
employees. SouthWest 
Collegiate Institute for 
the Deaf will be the lo-
cation of a job fair and 
presentation put on by 
Workforce Solutions on 
April 19. The school will 
provide interpreters for 
those participating in 
the event. Participating 
employers will have ac-
cess to a luncheon be-
fore the job fair. 

Bond issues are a big 

topic for area school dis-
tricts, including Howard 
College. The communi-
ty college is beginning 
to reap the benefits of 
its $21 million bond as 
completion nears on 
multiple projects.  A 
rededication has been 
scheduled for Sept. 30 at 
1 p.m. The rededication 
will take place the same 
weekend as Big Spring 
High School’s home-
coming. 

“We want the com-
munity to come out and 
see how we’ve spent our 
money,” said Jan Fore-
syth, director of institu-
tional advancement for 
Howard College. 

HC is also celebrating 
65 years of education, 
which is a milestone as 
a community college ac-
cording to Foresyth. 

“There are only a 
handful of us that have 
65 years in the com-
munity college world,” 
Foresyth said. 

The rededication will 
include refreshments 
and tours for those 
wanting to see the work 
that has been done. 

The Big Spring VA 
Medical Center under-
stands what it means to 
be done with construc-
tion, or at least nearing 

the end of construction. 
According to Iva Jo Han-
slik, public relations di-
rector, the VA’s recently 
constructed facility has 
yet to accept patients. A 
ribbon cutting was held 
for the new facility, but 
no occupants have been 
moved into it at this 
time. 

Another topic brought 
up Wednesday was a 
reminder of the Feb. 28 
meeting concerning the 
possible joined hous-
ing of the police and 
sheriff’s department. 
County Judge Mark 
Barr reminded chamber 
members that the meet-
ing is scheduled for 5:30 
p.m. on the third floor 
of the courthouse. The 
meeting will also air on  
the local public access 
station, channel 17. 

“We want to hear what 
the community thinks 
because this is a big ex-
penditure,” Barr said. 

The project is estimat-
ed to cost $2.7 million. 
The city currently has 
a $1.7 million budget for 
a new police station, but 
according to Barr, that 
is not sufficient enough 
funds for the project. 
The possibility of mov-
ing the municipal court 
to the courthouse is also 

being considered. 
There were a few ac-

tion items listed on the 
agenda, as well. Flo-Lite 
Screen Print & Embroi-
dery was accepted as 
a new member to the 
chamber. The financial 
report from chamber 
treasurer Mark Mor-
gan reported a profit of 
$32,000, for the month of 
January. 

“January always is a 
good revenue month,” 
Morgan said. “It will go 
down from here.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at life@bigspringher-
ald.com

AUSTIN (AP) — Two 
bills introduced into 
the Texas Senate would 
change health care bill-
ing procedures to en-
courage doctors to focus 
on patient outcomes, 
best practices and main-
taining good health, Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst 
and Sen. Jane Nelson 
said on Wednesday.

Dewhurst said the 
U.S. health care system 
was the most expen-
sive in the world, yet 
produced poor results. 
He said Senate Bills 7 
and 8 would create free-
market incentives for 
doctors and hospitals to 

work together to make 
care more efficient and 
effective.

“In Texas, we don’t 
have health care, we 
have sick care,” Dew-
hurst said. “America, 
almost exclusively, pays 
doctors based on how 
many procedures are 
done, versus paying for 
good medical outcomes 
and paying for follow-
ing best practices.”

Senate Bill 7 would 
overhaul the Medicaid 
and Child Health Insur-
ance Program payment 
systems, while Senate 
Bill 8 would focus on 
other health care plans 

for state employees and 
others. Both would cre-
ate incentives for doc-
tors and hospitals to 
provide better health 
care at a lower cost, De-
whurst said.

“The research shows 
that in this model, as 
implemented by the 
Mayo Clinic, it decreas-
es acute care costs by 28 
percent, while increas-
ing the quality of medi-
cal outcomes, using the 
Intermountain example 
in Salt Lake City, by 
40 percent,” Dewhurst 
said.

Representative from 
the Texas Medical As-

sociation and the Texas 
Hospital Association ap-
peared with Dewhurst 
and Nelson to endorse 
the bills.

“The current system 
of paying for health 
care is based on volume, 
not quality,” said Dan 
Stultz, president of the 
Texas Hospital Associa-
tion. “Payment reform 
is needed to change the 
incentives and reward 
‘right behaviors,’ such 
as using best practices 
and evidence-based pro-
tocols to improve qual-
ity.”

Nelson, R-Flower 
Mound, said the bill 

would move Texas “to-
ward a payment system 
that rewards quality 
outcomes rather than 
quantity of services.”

“I guarantee you, it’s 
not only going to save us 
money, it will improve 
and we’ll have healthier 
Texans,” Nelson said.

Among other things, 
the bill would allow doc-
tors and hospitals to 
collaborate on billing 
practices, something 
forbidden under cur-
rent law.

“Texas hospitals are 
ready to embrace the 
concept of health care 
collaboratives where 

physicians, nurses and 
hospitals work togeth-
er to achieve the best 
quality results for their 
patients,” Stultz said. 
Removing antitrust bar-
riers and creating finan-
cial incentives . . . will 
help drive the move-
ment to improve qual-
ity, and over time lead 
to tangible cost savings 
and better outcomes.”

Rep. Lois Kolkhorst, 
R-Brenham, plans to 
introduce a companion 
bill in the House. The 
Senate bills will now go 
to committees for public 
hearings.

Health care bills to change Texas payment system

AUSTIN (AP) — Tens of thousands 
of poor Texans wouldn’t have access 
to lawyers under the preliminary 
state budget that cuts legal aid by $23 
million, advocates said Wednesday.

Legal organizations have seen a 
steep drop in interest rates, a dete-
riorating economy and escalating 
poverty, leaving them with a revenue 
shortfall they say they can’t bridge 
alone. Supporters are urging state 
lawmakers to continue funding ser-

vices that help the poor and abused 
get representation.

The Legislature provided a $20 mil-
lion grant in 2009 that helped mitigate 
the crisis. Texas Supreme Court Jus-
tice Nathan Hecht said legal organi-
zations will need another $20 million 
— or possibly more — this session.

But the state faces its own crisis with 
a budget deficit of at least $15 billion. 
As lawmakers propose deep spending 
reductions across the board, legal or-

ganizations are looking to other fund-
ing options.

James Sales, chair emeritus of the 
Texas Access to Justice Commission, 
said advocates hope that proposed 
bills designed to boost revenue will 
help bring in the money needed.

The bills would increase fees associ-
ated with filing in district court and 
for creditors in the mortgage foreclo-
sure process. Sen. Jose’ Rodriguez, 
D-El Paso, authored a bill that would 

establish a Judicial Access and Im-
provement Fund. This would fund 
civil legal services, electronic filing 
and indigent defense by charging re-
cording fees and other court costs.

“This is not an area we should hold 
back on,” Rodriguez said. 

“If we’re going to live up to the 
promise of our justice system, we’re 
going to have to, as a society, invest 
in the system.”

Advocates: Texas budget slashes legal aid for poor 



Opinion4A Big Spring Herald
Thursday, February 17, 2011

E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Saying something that matters

Don’t shoot those guns 
in the air just yet, Egypt

Saying something that 
matters is more impor-
tant than simply saying 
something. 

When it comes to writing my 
column, I don’t 
write about gov-
ernment issues 
or religion. I stay 
away from the 
political arena 
because it’s far 
too complicated 
and hostile for me. 
Instead, when I go 
to let my column 
flow, I put pen 
to paper and tell 
about what I know 
— life. 

Some may say it’s irrelevant, 
unorthodox or just the easy way 
out. For those that think that, 
who knows, maybe they are 
right, but maybe they aren’t. 

I have found that there are nu-
merous people willing to voice 
their opinions on political is-
sues, the government and which 
religion is better or worse. I read 
those columns; I get relevant 
information from them, but I 
don’t get what I’m looking for 
from them. 

All those columnists are ready 
to voice their opinions and not 
worry about who will get offend-
ed, but when it comes to writing 
about life you just don’t find that 
many people who are willing to 
take the risk and talk about life. 
I want to read something that 
gives me understanding, gives 
me meaning or a lesson.

Writing about life is some-
times just as complicated as 
writing about religion and 
politics. The difference between 
them is that with life, there are 

mistakes, but they can’t be cor-
rected by a simple fact check or 
spelling change. 

Life happens and when that 
moment is gone nothing can be 
done about it. When it comes to 
politics, mistakes are made and 
kind of like life, people spend 
so much time trying to undo 
them or change them, but end 
up missing even more because 
of the time spent on a past issue. 
As with life, moving forward 
and learning from mistakes is 
the best way to fix something. 

Even on the topic of life, there 
will be those who don’t agree 
and who will get angry. I have 
come to understand that any-
thing and everything is going to 
generate some response; I simply 
look at it this way, at least they 
are noticing what I said and it 
struck a cord. 

I never write a column expect-
ing everyone to like it; however, 
I expect to reach at least one per-
son. I want to reach that one per-
son who thinks there is nobody 
out there thinking or feeling like 
they do. I want to get to the point 
of letting that one person know 
that no matter what the case, the 
hurt, pain or insecurity will pass 
and someone understands. 

I have been that person who 
thought nobody cared, nobody 
understood, and there was no 
way to make it through. 

I remember the desperation, 
the loss of faith and the bitter 
sadness and wishing that just 
one person could tell me that 
they have been there and that it 
would be alright. After all, that 
much hurt and sadness had to 
lead to something better right? 
Right. It did and it does. 

In writing my columns, I have 

learned that sometimes the per-
son you are reaching is in your 
community going unnoticed. 
Sometimes they are a big name, 
and every now and then they are 
even a world away. 

When I started writing, my 
intention was to reach someone 
my age, maybe someone young-
er. 

However, I never thought that 
I would be making a difference 
or striking a cord with someone 
older than me. Every now and 
then it turns out that the words I 
write and the experiences I have 
bring back a memory or spark a 
dwindled ember. 

The person who is seeing the 
deeper meaning isn’t always 
who I thought they would be, but 
that only makes it better. It only 
motivates me more. 

There are times that my 
columns even end up helping 
me, more than I ever imagined. 
There are those times when I 
write a column which I thought 
had gone unnoticed, and then 
someone pops up telling me how 
that forgotten column made a 
difference. 

There are times when a col-
umn makes someone so angry, 
but yet they share an experience 
or a lesson I never would have 
gathered. 

Either way, good or bad, like 
or dislike, the reader is noticing 
and there is an impact. 

After all, it’s not about say-
ing something that will be well 
accepted by everyone, it’s about 
saying something that matters. 

Amanda Moreno is a Herald 
staff writer. She can be contacted 
at t 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at life@bigspringherald.com

Congratulations people 
of Egypt. After a mere 
30 years of oppression, 
having your country as 

the president’s personal piggy 
bank and plenty of religious-
zealotry-fueled 
villainy, you man-
aged to cast aside 
Hosni Mubarak.

On the plus 
side, you did this 
largely through 
non-violent means 
– mostly by stand-
ing in the street 
and rioting polite-
ly. On the negative 
side, as a people, 
you seem more 
than willing to trade this evil, 
thieving dictator for another one 
or some even worse religious 
nut job.

America, of course, did an 
awful lot to support Mubarak, 
mostly because Egypt has 
always been friendly to Israel 
(friendly in the way you hung 
out with the weird kid in fifth 
grade because your mom made 
you). Of course, not openly vow-
ing to destroy Israel and actually 
believing that Jews have a right 
to not be murdered because they 
believe in a slightly different 
flavor of religion are entirely dif-
ferent things, but when dealing 

with the Arab world an ally is 
apparently anyone who doesn’t 
openly threaten you.

Though Egypt has long-
pretended that Mubarak was a 
democratically elected leader, 
the elections had less validity 
than American Idol voting. In 
addition, during Mubarak’s 
entire reign the country has 
been living under “emergency 
law” which legalizes censorship, 
outlaws any non-government 
political activity and allows the 
government to imprison anyone 
it wants for virtually any reason

In addition to this specific gov-
ernmental tyranny Egyptians 
live under the same preposter-
ous religious restrictions that 
all Muslim nations abide by. 
Say a bad word about Allah or 
make a joke about Mohammed 
and you’re likely to be stoned to 
death. Make the mistake of being 
a woman who expects the rights 
we give a house cat in the United 
States and, well, you will learn 
quickly where you stand.

Currently, Egypt still lives 
under “emergency law” and the 
military has taken over – the 
same military that propped up 
Mubarak and has held an awful 
lot of power. The military lead-
ers say they support democratic 
elections in about six months, 
but getting a military to leave 

power is a lot like the process 
it took to get Larry King to step 
down at CNN.

Though there’s a lot to cel-
ebrate in Egypt finally getting 
rid of its dictator, the country’s 
people have done very little to 
show that they want actual de-
mocracy. Democracy means a to-
tal freedom to believe things that 
aren’t popular. It also means 
having other really unpopular 
things in the Muslim world like 
free speech and free press.

In a true democracy women 
have equal rights and Jews get 
to vote too. In a democracy you 
can wear revealing outfits, listen 
to pop music and not go to the 
mosque. You can also kick back 
with a beer and a rack of pork 
ribs while you watch blasphe-
mous television programs.

I’ll celebrate Egypt when its 
people fight for real freedom. 
This wasn’t a revolution, it was 
a trade – one mean dictator for a 
few nicer ones who still oppress 
the people, but less so.

Daniel B. Kline’s work ap-
pears in more than 100 papers 
weekly. He can be reached at 
dan@notastep.com or you can see 
his archive at dbkline.com. You 
can listen to his podcast or buy 
his upcoming book, Worst Ideas 
Ever, at Worstideasever.com.

As Texans without power shivered through 
one of the worst cold snaps in years this 
month, the icicles of blame pointed in 
a number of directions. Temperatures 

plummeted, ice and snow fell, and the state’s power 
grid lost 7,000 megawatts of capacity, forcing waves 
of controlled blackouts statewide.

At the heart of the disruption was a handful of 
relatively new coal-fired power plants in Central 
Texas operated by Energy Future Holdings, whose 
units succumbed to the cold. Since older coal plants 
at more northern locations run by the same compa-
ny continued to function, the immediate suspicion 
was that the newer plants had not been adequately 
insulated. (Those facts made nonsense of claims by 
conservative talk show hosts and politicians that 
the Obama administration’s anti-coal environmen-
tal policies caused the blackouts.)

While the storm that swept the state was the cold-
est in years, it was by no means a record breaker. 
The chief executive of the Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas (ERCOT), the agency responsible for su-
pervising the state’s power grid, conceded that the 
plants may have been inadequately insulated. Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst, a former power generation 
executive, told reporters, “This is not rocket sci-
ence. You ought to be able to adequately winterize 
these plants.”

A secondary difficulty arose when natural gas 
supplier Atmos Energy, which serves much of 
North Texas, reacted to peaking demands by shut-
ting off supplies to commercial customers, includ-
ing backup gas-fired power units needed to fill the 
electricity shortfall. 

Atmos officials said they were simply following 
guidelines set in 1972 by the Texas Railroad Com-
mission, which regulates natural gas pipelines in 
the state, to put residential customers first.

According to former Houston Mayor and Deputy 
U.S. Department of Energy Secretary Bill White, 
when Texas deregulated the electricity market a de-
cade ago, it inadvertently eliminated requirements 
for power producers to maintain adequate reserve 
capacity for emergencies. In an op-ed on today’s 
Outlook page, 

White argues that deregulation eliminated incen-
tives for operators to maintain expensive excess ca-
pacity. Because the price of electricity soars during 
emergencies, the elimination of incentives has a 
costly side effect: Operators whose plants continue 
to produce can make millions of dollars more. That 
happened this time, as wholesale prices for electric-
ity jumped from roughly $70 per megawatt to over 
$3,000 at the height of the storm.

There will be multiple autopsies of the causes 
for the latest power breakdowns by state legisla-
tive committees as well as ERCOT and the Railroad 
Commission. We’d like to know who profited off this 
near-meltdown and what can be done to incentiv-
ize power producers to maintain adequate reserve 
capacity for emergencies rather than waiting for 
emergency windfalls.

If ERCOT is going to be the master of the grid, it 
must be able to enforce adequate insulation and 
operational standards for plant operators. Lastly, 
ERCOT and the Railroad Commission need to align 
their policies so that gas, coal, wind and solar power 
generators complement rather than undercut each 
other in a crunch.

Houston Chronicle

Who really
runs state’s
power grid?
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Saturday, February 19th
Benefit for

Marty & Lori Kirby
*Hog Chapter Fun Run
  Registration: Noon @ American Legion

Eagles Lodge
* Hamburger & Chili Dog Plates
                       4-6 pm
* Auction @ 6:30 p.m.
* Dance @ 8:30 p.m.-$3/person or
                       $5 per couple

For more
info, call: 432-263-6862
All Proceeds Go To Family For Medical Expenses

$5

after 5 pm
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Guiding You on Your Final Journey

10 Things You Need to Know About Hospice
Question: Isn’t Hospice a place?
Answer: No. Hospice is a service that brings care into your own home.
Question: What does Hospice provide?
Answer: Medication, equipment (such as oxygen) and supplies.
Question: When do you qualify for Hospice Care?
Answer: Most people get hospice care too late. You can qualify as much 
               as 6 months earlier!
Question: Don’t most people die at home?
Answer: 70-80% of Americans die in facilities. Hospice patients get their
                wish to die at home.
Question: Can Hospice patients die in a hospital?
Answer: If the patient chooses to, the hospice staff will make
               the arrangements.
Question: Will entering a Hospice make you die sooner?
Answer: Statistical studies show that Morphine eases pain but does 
               NOT shorten life.
Question: Do patients admitted to hospice ever improve?
Answer: Yes, some patients actually improve and in time, 
               are discharged from hospice.
Question: Isn’t Hospice only for Cancer patients?
Answer: Hospice services are available for anyone who has 
               a life-limiting illness.
Question: Is Hospice care expensive?
Answer: Medicare and most Medicaid insurances cover hospice
               at 100%.

Hospice care is a necessary service that many people never receive.
There are myths about hospice that keep people from getting this specialized 

and compassionate care when they need it most.
Compass Hospice will guide you through this journey. 
For any additional info or questions, please contact us.

Compass Hospice * 1003 E. FM 700 * 432.263.5999 219824

News in brief
Riot police storm Bahrain protest in 
main square with tear gas, clubs

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Armed patrols 
prowled neighborhoods and tanks appeared in the 
streets for the first time Thursday after riot police 
with tear gas and clubs drove protesters from a 
main square where they had demanded sweeping 
political change in this tiny kingdom. Medical of-
ficials said four people were killed.

Police cars with flashing blue lights encircled 
Pearl Square, the site of anti-government rallies 
since Monday. Barbed wire was set up on streets 
leading to the square, where police cleaned up flat-
tened protest tents and trampled banners. The In-
terior Ministry declared the protest camp “illegal” 
and warned Bahrainis to stay off the streets.

The island nation was effectively shut down since 
workers in the capital could not pass checkpoints 
or were too scared to venture out. Banks and other 
key institutions did not open.

The protesters’ demands have two main objec-
tives: force the ruling Sunni monarchy to give up 
its control over top government posts and all criti-
cal decisions, and address deep grievances held 
by the country’s majority Shiites who claim they 
face systematic discrimination and are effectively 
blocked from key roles in public service and the 
military.

Tiny Bahrain also is a pillar of Washington’s 
military framework in the region. It hosts the U.S. 
Navy’s 5th Fleet, which is a critical counterbalance 
to Iran’s efforts to expand its clout in the region.

Battles continue on 
House spending bill

WASHINGTON (AP) — Conservatives are trying 
to cut arts funding while Democrats seek to restore 
family planning and health research funds as the 
House enters a third day of debate on a sweeping 
spending bill cleaning up last year’s budget mess.

Despite working past midnight once again, law-
makers still intended to offer a raft of amendments 
to the $1.2 trillion legislation, which funds the Pen-
tagon and the operating budgets of every Cabinet 
agency and provides $158 billion for the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The House sent mixed signals Wednesday, cancel-
ing $450 million for a costly alternative engine for 
the Pentagon’s next-generation F-35 warplane but 
then turning around and approving amendments 
by Democrats to ease cuts to economic develop-
ment grants and popular grant programs for local 
fire departments and for hiring police officers.

The showdown 233-198 vote on the engine was a 
win for President Barack Obama and Defense Sec-
retary Robert Gates and was fueled by the votes of 
many GOP conservatives against the program, in-
cluding 47 Republican freshmen elected last fall on 
promises to cut the budget.

Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and other House 
GOP leaders backed the funding for the alternative 
engine for the F-35 — as does the Democratic-con-
trolled Senate — so it still has a big chance as the 
sprawling measure makes its way through the Sen-
ate and on to Obama.

Boat filled with sleeping tourists 
sinks in Vietnam’s Ha Long Bay

HA LONG BAY, Vietnam (AP) — An anchored 
boat packed with sleeping travelers sank early 
Thursday in Vietnam’s scenic Ha Long Bay, killing 
12 people from nine countries in the deadliest tour 
boat accident since the country opened to foreign 
visitors 25 years ago.

Vacationers from the U.S., Britain, Australia, Ja-
pan, Russia, France, Sweden and Switzerland have 
been confirmed dead, along with a Vietnamese tour 

guide, the government said. Another nine foreign-
ers and six locals were rescued by other tour boats 
in the bay’s emerald waters.

Ha Long Bay is one of the country’s top tourist 
attractions, drawing more than 5 million visitors 
a year to see the stunning jagged rock formations 
that dot the coastline. Many visitors stay overnight 
on wooden boats equipped with sleeping cabins.

Survivors reported seeing a wooden plank on 
their ship ripping away at around 5 a.m. as the ves-
sel was anchored for the night, followed by gush-
ing water inundating the boat and quickly pulling 
it under near Titov island, said Vu Van Thin, chief 
administrator of Quang Ninh province.

“Crew members tried to stop the water from com-
ing in and alerted the tourists who were sleeping, 
but the water came in and the boat sank quickly,” 
he said. “All of the 12 people who died were in the 
cabins.”

Wisconsin Senate to vote on 
passing bill taking away collective 
bargaining rights for workers

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Wisconsin lawmakers 
are prepared to pass a momentous bill that would 
strip government workers of nearly all collective 
bargaining rights over the loud objections of thou-
sands of teachers, students and prison guards who 
packed the Capitol for two days of protests.

The nation’s most aggressive anti-union pro-
posal has been speeding through the Legislature 
since Republican Gov. Scott Walker introduced it a 
week ago. After clearing a major legislative hurdle 
Wednesday night, it was headed to votes in the Sen-
ate and Assembly.

Up to 20,000 people filled the Statehouse on 
Wednesday, cheering, singing and chanting in 
demonstrations unlike any seen in Madison for de-
cades. Their numbers included many families and 
teachers from the Madison school district, which 
was forced to close after more than 40 percent of its 
2,600-union covered employees called in sick.

The Legislature’s budget committee passed the 
bill on a partisan vote just before midnight. Sev-
eral opponents in the crowd broke into tears as 
Democrats on the committee encouraged them not 
to give up the fight.

“I’m sad. Scared. Disappointed,” said Kelly Dzu-
rick, a 31-year-old fifth-grade teacher in Elkhorn, 
who came to the Capitol on Wednesday night. “No-
body’s listening to what people say.”

Romantic gay beach commitment 
ceremonies planned in Hawaii 
once civil unions go into law

HONOLULU (AP) — For years, the Rev. Fay Hov-
ey has held romantic ceremonies on the sand for 
gay partners who want to pledge their love in Ha-
waii. The couples take photos and memories with 
them, but they lack a legal and binding recognition 
of their relationship.

That will change when same-sex civil unions 
soon become law in the Rainbow State.

“They have that fantasy just like any other 
couple, to come and have a wedding and a honey-
moon,” said Hovey, of Aloha Maui Gay Weddings, 
who hopes for an increase in commitment ceremo-
nies. “When they come to Hawaii, everybody can 
relax in their spirits and feel included.”

Hawaii lawmakers gave final approval to civil 
unions Wednesday and sent the legislation to Dem-
ocratic Gov. Neil Abercrombie, who plans to sign 
it into law within 10 business days. Civil unions 
would begin Jan. 1, 2012, making the state the sev-
enth in the nation to grant virtually the same rights 
of marriage to same-sex couples without authoriz-
ing marriage itself.

Democrats say thousands will 
lose work under GOP plans

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans won sweep-
ing victories last November by taunting Democrats 
with “Where are the jobs?” Democrats are now 
throwing those taunts back, saying it’s Republi-
cans who will knock thousands of Americans out 
of work with their demands for deep cuts in federal 
spending.

The attacks have caught Republicans at an awk-
ward moment, as they shift their chief emphasis 
from creating jobs to reducing the size of the gov-
ernment and its deficits. They are finding it hard to 
claim they can do both at the same time.

Republicans say a smaller government eventu-
ally will spur private-sector job growth. Many 
economists challenge that claim, noting that the 
government helps pays for research, infrastruc-
ture, education and other programs that provide 
both public- and private-sector jobs. GOP leaders 
already acknowledge that thousands of govern-
ment workers would lose their jobs in the short run 
under the $61 billion cost-cutting bill House Repub-
licans are pushing this week.

Israeli government angers 
Palestinians with plan for school 
field trips to West Bank hot spot

JERUSALEM (AP) — At a time when peace talks 
with the Palestinians are stalled over Jewish settle-
ments, the Israeli government plans to send school-
children on field trips to a disputed holy site in one 
of the West Bank’s most volatile flash points.

Education Minister Gideon Saar says the visits to 
Hebron, burial site of the biblical patriarch Abra-
ham and home to some of Israel’s most radical set-
tlers, are part of a plan to acquaint Israeli young-
sters with their heritage.

“It is a place of emotional, religious and historical 
power,” Saar, a leading member of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud Party, told Israel Ra-
dio on Wednesday. 

“It is the place where our ancestors are buried 
and it is part of our history. Whoever objects to 
this, in my view, is trying to disconnect us from 
our roots.”

Palestinian and Israeli critics both call it an ex-
ercise in indoctrination that will ignore the thou-
sands of dispossessed Palestinians living nearby.

“Palestinian children in Hebron are forbidden to 
walk on the street (leading to the tomb compound) 
and visit the area — but Israeli schoolchildren can? 
It’s incitement against the Palestinians,” said Issa 
Amro, a Palestinian activist in Hebron.

Study says crib-related injuries 
harm nearly 10,000 infants yearly; 
new ban may reduce numbers

CHICAGO (AP) — Almost 10,000 infants and tod-
dlers are hurt in crib and playpen accidents each 
year, according to the first nationwide analysis of 
emergency room treatment for these injuries.

Most injuries were from falls in toddlers between 
ages 1 and 2 — generally old enough to attempt 
climbing out of a crib or playpen.

Researchers who studied 19 years of ER data say 
better prevention efforts are needed, but that re-
cent safety measures including a ban on drop-side 
cribs likely will reduce those numbers.

The study found a gradual decrease in the injury 
rate between 1990 and 2008. But overall, even in the 
most recent years examined, an average of 26 in-
fants daily were injured in crib-related accidents, 
said lead author Dr. Gary Smith, director of the 
Center for Injury Research and Policy at Nation-
wide Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio.
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Sports in brief
Spring football sign-ups

Sign-ups are taking place through March 5. For 
more information or details, contact Kevin Boyce 
at (432) 816-3855.

Chicano Golf Association
The association’s Membership Drive Tournament 

takes place Sunday at Comanche Trail Golf Course. 
It is a four person scramble and golfers select their 
own foursome. Membership fee is $25. The tourna-
ment is scheduled for a 10 a.m. shotgun start and 
9:30 a.m. sign-up deadline. For more information, 
contact Bobby Cordova at (432) 935-0410.

Big Spring Girls Softball 
Association

The Big Spring Girls Softball Association will 
conduct sign-ups for girls ages 4 to 14 to play. Sign-
ups are each Saturday through March 12 from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. at the Big Spring Mall. The regis-
tration fee is $80 with no fundraiser. It will cover 
the full uniform. Late registration after March 12 
is $10 extra. For more information, contact Lucy 
Ramirez at 466-3670.

Coahoma girls softball sign-ups
Coahoma girls softball will be conduct-

ing signups for girls ages 3 to 18 for three  
weekends in March – check local newspa-
per and radio station for times and locations. 
Call Billy Newton at (325) 207-2640 or (432) 394-4294  or 
Amy Overton at (432) 816-1968 for more informa-
tion.

Playoff games at Howard College
The first game features Smyer vs. Reagan County 

at 6 p.m. Friday in girls’ Class A, Division I area 
championship action. 

Following that is Odessa Permian vs. Lubbock 
Coronado at 8 p.m. in the girls’ Class 5A area play-
offs. Both games are at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

Area
basketball

playoff
schedule

Girls, area
 Friday
 Grady vs. Paducah 	
 at 6:30 p.m. at    		
 Post 	High School
 -Post

Boys, bi-district 
  Monday

Grady vs. New 		
  Home at 6:30 p.m.   	
  at Borden County 	
  High School

-Gail

Tuesday
Big Spring vs. 		

  Bowie at 6 p.m. at 	
  Cisco High School      	
  -Cisco

Stanton vs. Kermit 	
  at 6:30 p.m. at 		
  Odessa College

-Odessa

Sands
BYE
Next opponent will 	

  be Petersburg     	
  or Spur on 

Feb. 25th

Garden City
TBA 

HERALD Photo/Tony Claxton

Porsche Young and the Howard College women’s basketball team 
need a win to keep pace in the WJCAC. Western Texas College is 
on tap at 5:45 p.m. today at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. The men 
play at 7:45 p.m.

HC Hawks face 
Western Texas 
at home tonight
BY ADAM COLEMAN
Sports Editor

Both Howard College basket-
ball teams are in action tonight, 
coming off road stints at Midland 
Monday.

The Howard women face West-
ern Texas College at 5:45 p.m. to-
day and the men play at 7:45 p.m. 
in Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. 

The men are coming off possibly 
one of the biggest wins of the sea-
son with an upset over No. 6 Mid-
land College.

The Chaps had the Hawks down 
for virtually the whole game, but 
Carlos Emory’s late 3-pointer 
with 15 seconds  left capped off a 
Howard comeback and the Hawks 
won 76-74.

The Howard women weren’t so 
fortunate in Midland. 

The Hawks couldn’t make it a 

sweep when the No.15 Lady Chaps 
rode a second-half run to a 62-56 
win. Kali Jerrell was the leading 
scorer for Howard in that game 
with 12 points. Tasha Tubbs had 
10. 

A win would do service for the 
Howard women tonight. They sit 
at 5-4 in the Region 5-West stand-
ings, right behind South Plains, 
Odessa and Midland. They’ll be 
going for the season sweep again 
tonight after beating the Lady 
Westerners in Snyder. 

The win at Midland was huge 
for the men. They sit a game back 
in the standings with a 9-2 confer-
ence record. Midland is 10-1.

They don’t want to look past 
Western Texas College, though. 
Deverell Biggs led the Westerners 
past the Hawks last time in Sny-
der.

Kidd leads Mavs 
past Kings for win  
The Associated Press

DALLAS — As Rodrigue Beaubois sat 
out the first 54 games recovering from a 
foot injury, his potential grew exponen-
tially to Dallas Mavericks fans. The sea-
son debut of the young, energetic guard 
belovedly dubbed “Roddy B” was so ri-
diculously anticipated that team owner 
Mark Cuban joked Beaubois would enter 
wearing Superman’s cape, accompanied 
by the Mighty Mouse theme.

Well, maybe it wasn’t all that over-
blown.

Beaubois had 13 points, six assists, 
three steals and all sorts of highlights in 
his first 21 minutes, providing a spark 
that sent the Mavericks to a 116-100 vic-
tory over the Sacramento Kings on 
Wednesday night.

“This night is a great feeling,” said 
Beaubois, a native of the island of Guade-
loupe. “I didn’t have any expectations — 
just to enjoy it because I’ve been waiting 
for it for a long time. I think I’m ready to 
go.”

Beaubois’ speed and athleticism were 
on display as soon as he entered — to a 
standing ovation, of course, just 2 min-
utes into the game — and again during a 
gamebreaking run in the third quarter. 
Jason Kidd actually paved the way with 
17 points in that period, all on long shots, 
many set up by the defense backing up 
to prevent Beaubois from soaring to the 
basket.

“He’s going to get us a lot of wide-open 
looks,” said Kidd, who made his first six 

See MAVS, Page 11

Holiday leads Sixers to 
114-105 over Rockets
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Phil-
adelphia 76ers seemed 
unaware — and un-
concerned — that they 
equaled last season’s win 
total in their 114-105 vic-
tory over the Houston 
Rockets on Wednesday 
night.

The Sixers are starting 
to set higher goals.

Jrue Holiday scored 20 
points, Andre Iguodala 
earned his fifth career tri-
ple-double and Philadel-
phia rallied from an early 
12-point deficit to go into 
the All-Star break with a 
27-29 record. Philly was 
27-55 last year.

“We have to start be-
lieving that we’re a really 
good team,” said Iguoda-
la, who had 13 points, 12 
rebounds and 10 assists. 
“The last 40 games, we’ve 
shown that we can com-
pete with anybody. We’ve 
just got to stay consistent 
and beat the teams we’re 
supposed to (beat). That’s 
the biggest thing.”

Lou Williams and Thad-
deus Young scored 19 
points apiece, and Spen-
cer Hawes had 17 points 
and 10 rebounds for the 
Sixers, who shot 55 per-
cent (48 of 87) from the 
field and had a 50-40 re-
bounding edge.

Philly is 24-16 since a 
3-13 start under first-year 
coach Doug Collins. The 
Sixers have the seventh-
best record in the Eastern 

Conference heading into 
All-Star weekend.

“Just to feel the energy 
in the locker room after 
the game, the guys were 
really happy and that 
makes me feel good,” Col-
lins said. “I don’t know 
that I would see this joy 
this year with this group, 
the way we started. But 
they deserve all the credit 
in the world. These guys, 
they’re really pros, I’m 
really proud of them.”

The Sixers have won six 
of their last nine games 
and face three of the 
worst teams in the East 
— Washington, Detroit 
and Cleveland — immedi-
ately after the break.

“We’ve got our minds 
on something else, and 
that’s the playoffs,” Holi-
day said. “To start off 3-13 
and kick butt from there 
on, it’s great for us.”

Kyle Lowry scored a 
career-high 36 points and 
Luis Scola added 26 points 
and 13 rebounds for the 
Rockets. Lowry went 15 
for 18 from the field, in-
cluding a career-high six 
3-pointers.

But Houston leading 
scorer Kevin Martin 
scored only nine points 
on 3-for-12 shooting and 
made only two 3-pointers. 
Patrick Patterson was the 
only other Rocket in dou-
ble-figures, scoring 10.

Houston coach Rick 

See ROCKETS, Page 11

Rangers RHP Beltre needs surgery for spine problem
The Associated Press

SURPRISE, Ariz. — Texas Rangers pitcher Omar 
Beltre has been diagnosed with a genetic narrow-
ing of the spine and will have surgery next Tues-
day.

Rangers assistant general manager Thad Levine 
said Beltre has a condition called spinal stenosis. 
Beltre will spend a few days in Texas after surgery 
before flying to Arizona to be with the team.

“Rehab is about six-to-eight weeks before he will 
commence with baseball activities. This is going to 

be a little work in progress,” Levine said Wednes-
day. “We have historically not found a baseball 
player who had this surgery, so we don’t know ex-
actly what recovery time is.”

Or if the 29-year-old right-hander will even be 
able to pitch again.

“It’s unknown at this point,” Levine said. “It’s 
a condition more known in older people. This is 
something of uncharted waters for a professional 
athlete.”

Pitchers and catchers reported to spring training 

Wednesday for the AL champions. The reporting 
date for the rest of the players is Saturday, a day 
before first full-squad workout, and the Rangers ex-
pect Michael Young to be there if they are unable to 
fulfill his request for a trade before then.

“We’re operating on the assumptions and expec-
tations he’ll be here,” general manager Jon Daniels 
said. “If anything happens after that point, we’ll ad-
dress it.”

See BELTRE, Page 11
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Cemetery Lots
GARDEN OF Sharon Plot 1 & 
2, $2,000 each. OBO. Call 
Curtisteen Furman 
(575)808-0349.

SAVE$$  MONUMENTS/
Markers. The Little Red Barn 
across    from    Mt.   Olive 
Cemetery. 432-264-7722.

SAVE$$ CEMETERY Lots. 
Pay-outs welcome. The Little 
Red Barn across from Mt. Olive 
Cemetery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
COME SEE Fowlan at the old 
Gettin' Place 2114 West 3rd. 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
8am-? Everything must go. No 
reasonable offer refused!! 
(325)340-2572.

GARAGE SALE: 1807 Settles, 
Fri.-Sat. 9-? and Sunday 1-? 
Lots of stuff, police scanner, 
t.v. linens, radar detector, VCR, 
electronics, cameras, nice 
clothes, nice misc.

HOLY TRINITY Catholic 
Church will have a Fund Rais-
ing Garage Sale at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Cafeteria (Hearn 
Street), Friday 8:00-1:00 and 
Saturday 7:00-3:00. 

GARAGE SALE: 806 West 
15th: Ashley living room group, 
large TV’s, all holiday decora-
tions, clothes and much more.
Saturday 7am-? and Sunday- 
10am-?

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING area Baptist 
Church   is   looking   for  a 
bi-vocational music leader. If 
interested please call 
(432)394-4764 or mail resume 
to 6200 South Service Road, 
Big Spring, TX 79720.

CAREGIVER for ELDERLY . 
Near Ackerly Texas.  Female, 
speak   Spanish,      have 
transportation,  references, 
pass background check. 
Email:  
barraza@netmdc.com Call  
575-430-7319.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Communications Officer

Water Treatment-
Plant Operator

Streets Heavy Equipment-
Operator

Parks Maintenance Worker
Utility Service Worker

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com,
or apply in person in the 
Human Resources Office 

located at 310 Nolan. 
(432)264-2346.

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with 1 
year experience. For More In-
formation, Call 888-527-7221 
between 9am-4pm, 
Monday-Friday.

Help Wanted
COASTAL TRANSPORT

We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
*Sign on bonus 
*Home Everyday
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

CRISPY’S CAFE taking appli-
cations, FT or PT/fry cook, ap-
ply direct, no phone calls.

DISABILITY SERVICES of the 
Southwest is looking to hire 
personal care attendants for 
disabled male in his home, Big 
Spring area, to assist him with 
daily needs. Day, evening, and 
weekend shifts are available. 
Must be CPR certified and 18 
years old; call (432)550-6900 
for further information. EEO

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

FAST GROWING company 
seeking  LVN  or  RN   for 
Medicare home visits. Apply in 
person at 1030 Andrews Hwy 
Suite 109, Midland, or call 
432-570-8880 for application.

FRITO LAY is seeking hard 
worker to fill full-time Route 
Sales Position in the Big 
Spring, area 
($40,300-$43,000/yr)
Benefits                    include:  
401K/retirement/stock options, 
health/dental/vision insurance 
and vacation leave. Some 
travel involved.  Candidates 
must have a solid work history, 
strong communication skills 
and an excellent driving record.
No prior experience required. 
Please apply online at 

www.fritolayemployment.com
for consideration.
We are an Equal Opportunity 
Employer dedicated to diversity 
in our workplace.
EOE M/F/V/D 

HIRING    Administrator  for 
Crisis    Residential    Facility 
Experience in Mental Health 
Preferred. Call Corp. Office at 
(940)767-0463 between 8am 
and 4pm.

ROUSTABOUT PUSHER and 
Hands Need for local company. 
Top   pay,  Insurance,   and 
Bonuses. Taking application at 
600 SE Broadway, Coahoma. 

Help Wanted
Join BUSY BEE’S professional 
home cleaning team! Enjoy an 
independent work environment 
and $10/hr compensation. We 
provide paid training, all neces-
sary supplies and uniform. 
Must have own transportation 
and speak English (bilingual a 
plus). All cleaners are drug 
tested and background 
checked. Bonded and insured. 
Please  call Jessi Williams, 
owner,  at 432-816-3732 for an 
application.

KITCHEN    HELP needed. 
Apply at Casa Burrito 205 Sgt. 
Paredez Street. Between 
7am-2pm.

LOCAL MEDICAL office hiring 
FT office staff or LVN to assist 
with filing/answering phones 
and promoting prevention 
health     services.       Prefer 
applicant with some medical 
knowledge regarding nutrition 
and health promotion. Must be 
personable, friendly, a self 
starter and independent 
learner! Pay range $8-$12/hr. 
No   benefits.   Please  send 
resume to 
localjob@hotmail.com

NATIONAL GREETING Card 
Company needs part-time 
Greeting Card Clerk. For the 
Big Spring Area. Must have on 
phone and transportation. 
Send resume to
agmerchandisers@yahoo.com 

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

Parks Fuels needs Car Wash 
Attendant.   Good   Starting 
Salary   plus   tips. Apply at 
303 East 1st Street. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab   now   hiring  charge 
Nurse for 10pm-6am shift. 
Competitive pay plus benefits. 
Great family working environ-
ment. Apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

THE    COLORADO River 
Municipal     Water    District, 
regional raw water supplier for 
the      Permian    Basin,    is 
accepting   applications   for 
following position in the Big 
Spring Area.
Electrician- Trouble shoot, 
service, and maintain pump 
control panels, electric motors 
up      to     3000hp,     power 
distribution systems, electrical 
sub-stations     submersible 
motors, and commercial and 
residential wiring.  Intermediate 
level        position,        basic 
understanding of 
electronics/electricity needed.  
CRMWD    is       an    equal 
opportunity employer.  Benefits 
include    health    insurance, 
retirement   plans,  and  sick, 
vacation and holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at  the District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

§ Retail Manager
§ Manager-in-Training

§ Assistant Retail Manager
Hibbett Sports is now hiring in 
Big Spring, TX. Apply on 
www.hibbettjobs.com. Hibbett 
Sports conducts drug testing.

TRUCK DRIVERS wanted, 2 
years, recent OTR. Insurance 
and Benefits. Call Jim Reed 
(432)661-6271.

Help Wanted
RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.
TEXAS BOOK company is 
currently seeking candidates 
for the position of Entry Level 
Account Clerk at the Howard 
College-Big Spring Bookstore. 
Minimum Qualifications: 1 yr. 
exp. or College accounting 
classes, proficient in Excel and 
Word, excellent team building, 
communication, cashier experi-
ence and organizational skills 
with attention to details. Salary 
dependent on experience with 
$15,000-$18,000  a  year 
Qualified  candidates   must 
apply on line at 
www.texasbook.com 
<http://www.texasbook.com>. 
Click on “Join Our Winning 
Team”.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY 
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
19 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Instructional
PIANO LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)270-7874

Items for Sale
2000 CARRILITE 5th wheel, 
35 Ft,  3 slideouts, extra nice. 
Covered fenced purchases. 
$19,000.00 Call 325-949-6040 
or 325-374-4460 (San Angelo).

BARN- BIG/PORTABLE for 
sale. Price Reduced. Financ-
ing/Delivery Avail. Call Mary 
(432)563-1807.

GUARD SHACK 8x8. Must 
Sell- $3600. Morgan Bldgs. 
(432)563-1807.

On the Farm
TACK & SADDLE AUCTION

Thurs. Feb. 24th 7pm, 
Preview at 6pm

State of the economy forces 
liquidation-Murphy Auctioneers 
has been asked to sell at public 
auction a complete inventory of 
western saddles & horse 
equipment  from a Giant 
Wholesale Saddle Distributor.
This business is liquidating a 
very nice collection of  top 
quality saddles & tack. 10% 
Buyers Premium. Everybody is 
welcome.

American Legion
501 Veterans Airpark Ln.

Midland, TX 79705
(541)592-6660

TX Auctioneer #10151
Mike Murphy

Pets

HOT  ITEM
XXL Pitbull puppies for sale. 
UKC Registered. Current on 
shots, 12 weeks old and ready 
for Valentine’s Day. 1 Male and 
2 Females available. Also have 
a 16 month old male available. 
Call or text for more info! 
432-935-0358.

Real Estate for Rent
3704 CALVIN, 3 bedroom, 1 
bath brick, CH/A.  $700. Month, 
$500. deposit. No HUD. No 
Pets. Non-smoker. References 
required. Call (432)270-3849 
for more information. 

BARCELONA APTS
2 bdr/1bath,   All  bills  paid
including cable, $749.00 month 
call 432-263-1252.

BUY or RENT 1 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

3-BED/1-BATH, $675 plus 
$500 deposit, 2605 Chanute, 
washer/dryer included. Com-
pletely Remodeled. Call 
770-906-0672.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
FREE FITNESS CENTER
COMMUNITY GARDEN

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
$2000    DOWN, completely 
remodeled 2-bedroom. Owner 
finance $525-$645 per month 
payments. 2520 Albrook, and 
2514 Albrook. Newer appli-
ances. Call 858-449-1645 for 
details.

1104 BARNS- 3 Bdrm, 1 bath. 
$3,500 Down, $404.00 per 
month. Call 432-263-1792.

2011 JOHNSON- 2/1, 
$25,000..  Call (432)212-3646.

CISD- 3/2/1 on 18 acres. 
2359sq. ft,  open  floor plan. 
Office and large utility room. 
New Heat/AC units & Carpet. 
Large  barn.  $205,000.00. 
Brandon  (432)553-0884 or 
email b.atkins@ymail.com

RENT  to   OWN-  633 Settles 
3 bdrm, 1 bath. $5000. Down, 
$464. month. Recently Remod-
eled. Call (432)212-3646.

Real Estate for Sale
FSBO - 1609 East 17th, 2-1 
carport, CH/A, 1&1/2 lots, large 
closets, stove/dishwasher, 
xlarge plus regular storage 
bldgs, covered patio, fenced. 
Separate shower/tub. No 
Owner Financing. $50,000.00. 
432-816-2011
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER    FINANCE- 3307 
Maple. 3 bedroom, 2 bath C/A, 
fenced yard. New paint and 
carpet. Move in ready $36k. 
Call 325-277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE!!
$3,950.00 Down, $535.30 
month   (PNI).   1403   Tucson 
3 bdrm, 1 bath in Big Spring. 
Call  (806)438-5557.

OWNER WILL finance- 2412 
South Runnels, 3 bdr,  CH/A. 
New carpet and tile. $3000. 
Down, $450. month. Call 
Elaine (432)230-8022.

OWNER   WILL Finance. 
Remodeled 2535 Gunter Cir-
cle. CH/A, $5000.00 down, 
$550.00 month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

RENT to OWN- 1111 Mulberry 
2/1, $5000. Down, $405. per 
month. Under remodel. Call 
(432)212-3646.

RENT to OWN- 1204 Stanford 
3/1, $5000.00 Down, $468. 
month. Under Remodel. Call 
(432)212-3646.

Vehicles
2002 BUICK Le Sabre for 
Sale. $5500 OBO. 72,300 
Miles, extra clean interior, 
Power windows and seats. Av-
erages 25 mpg. Call 
(432)263-6948 for more infor-
mation.

OFFICE HELP
-

Call Delta at 267-1000. 
$12 to start or more if you have a history 

of higher remuneration.
220093

West Texas Centers
West Texas Centers has an opportunity for a Medicaid billing 
specialist position. Successful applicant will enjoy challenging 
work with an excellent benefit package. Requirements include 
a high school diploma, GED or higher education, medical/
health billing experience is preferred. Excellent organizational 
skills and comprehension ability required. Applicant must have 
ability to perform work in Word, Excel and/or other software 
applications. Salary begins at 10.00 per hour but may be 
negotiable depending upon experience.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org 
or by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE

220084

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPINGHOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

21
71

81

Fall Cleanup
• Alleys • Hauling

• Tilling • Tree Trimming

Scoggin
Lawn Service
Home 267-5460

Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

21
76

09

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

FOUNDATION REPAIR

1ST
CHOICE

Over 40
Years Experience

We Have a Lifetime Transferable Warranty
SLAB REPAIR • PIER AND BEAM REPAIR

PLUMBING REPAIRS • VA AND FHA APPROVED
Free Estimates to Home Owners

HOUSE LEVELING

Lubbock,TX
806-795-9767

212665

PLUMBING

Hyatt Plumbing
432-267-5464
432-466-4700

211879

Mark Hyatt (owner)
M-16752

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700

Spencer Special
1/2 Off 1st Month

No Deposit
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted

(432) 263-0732
219048

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”
With RAL Approval*

219379

HOME IMPROVEMENT

22
00

78

Hardwoods flooring, 
antique and reclaimed 
woods, also mesquite, 

walnut and hickory. Custom 
Widths. We are the mill, in 
business over 25 years.

www.quality-hardwoods.com

830-997-6503

HOME IMPROVEMENT
T&W Construction Co.

* Painting  * Framing
* Cement Laying * Washing
* Landscaping and
* Tree Trimming

Will Haul Off Anything

FREE ESTIMATES
Give Us A Call......

(432) 816-1346 (Insured)

22
01

31
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeLegals
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals addressed to 
Mr. John  Grant,  General 
Manager of the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District, will be 
received at the office of the 
Colorado   River  Municipal 
Water District, P.O. Box 869, 
406 E. 23rd Street, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721, until 3:00 PM, 
Thursday, March 17, 2011, for 
construction of 40’x75’ metal 
building.
At this time and place the pro-
posals will be publicly opened 
and   read   aloud.   Any  bid 
received after closing time will 
be returned unopened.
This    project   consists  of 
construction of a metal shop at 
the District’s Terminal Pump 
Station located at 1400 S FM 
1788, Midland Texas.  Specifi-
cations are available and may 
be examined without charge in 
the office of the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District, 406 E. 
23rd Street, Big Spring, Texas 
79720 during normal business 
hours.  
Inquiries regarding project 
specifications     are     to     be 
directed to Ryan Sayles, Staff 
Engineer, telephone 
(432)267-6341, email: 
rsayles@crmwd.org.
#6891 February 17 & 24 and 
March 3, 2011

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 
OF PROPOSED 

TEXAS  DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) 

CONTRACTS
Sealed proposals for contracts 
listed below will be received by 
TxDOT  until  the  date(s)  shown 
below, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/ 
MAINTENANCE/ BUILDING 
FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)

-----------------------------------------------
Dist/Div: Abilene
Contract 6216-44-001 for INSTAL-
LATION OF RAISED PAVEMENT 
MARKERS in HOWARD County 
will be opened on March 24, 2011 
at 1:30 pm at the District Office for 
an estimate of $276,333.00.
-----------------------------------------------
Plans  and  specifications  are 
available for inspection, along with 
bidding proposals, and applications 
for the TxDOT Prequalified Con-
tractor’s list, at the applicable State 
and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below. 
If applicable, bidders must submit 
prequalification information to 
TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the 
bid date to be eligible to bid on a 
project. Prequalification materials 
may be requested from the State 
Office listed below. Plans for the 
above contract(s) are available 
from TxDOT’s website at 
www.txdot.gov        and       from 
reproduction   companies  at   the 
expense of the contractor.
NPO: 35649

State Office
------------------------------
Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)
-----------------------
Abilene District 

District Engineer
4250 N. Clack

Abilene, Texas 79604-0150
Phone: 325-676-6800

Minimum wage rates are set out in 
bidding documents and the rates 
will be part of the contract. TXDOT 
ensures that bidders will not  be 
discriminated against on the 
grounds  of  race,  color, sex, or 
national origin.
#6895 February 17 & 18, 2011

Legals
The  Colorado  River Municipal 
Water   District   is    requesting 
proposals for the construction of 
the following project:

Raw Water Production Facility- 
Big Spring Plant

TWDB Project No. 21663
Loan No. L100064

Sealed proposals must be ad-
dressed to Mr. John Grant, General 
Manager, Colorado River Municipal 
Water District (CRMWD) Big 
Spring-, Texas 76033 and will be 
received  at  the  District’s offices 
located at 400 East 24th Street, 
P.O. Box 869, Big Spring, Texas 
76721 until 2:00 p.m. local time, 
Thursday  March  3, 2011  to be 
accepted. The proposals will be 
publicly opened and read aloud at 
this  time  and   place.   Proposals 
received  after  this  time  will  be 
returned unopened.

Advertisement and information 
for the Project can be found at the 
following web site:

http://construction.freese.com
Contract Documents may be 

downloaded or viewed free of 
charge at this web site. It is the 
downloader’s responsibility to de-
termine that a complete set of 
documents, as defined in the In-
structions to Offerors are received. 
Printed copies of the Contract 
Documents may be purchased at 
the website for the cost of printing. 
The cost for printed  Contract 
Documents is not refunded.

Contracts are also available for 
viewing  free  of  charge  at  the 
District’s Headquarters, 400 E. 
24th Street, Big Spring, Texas.

A non-mandatory pre-proposal 
conference for the project will be 
held on February 17, 2011, at 2:00 
p.m. at 400 East 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 76721.

This  project  consists  of  the 
construction of a new membrane 
building that will treat 2.5 MGD of 
treated effluent from the Big Spring 
WWTP. The work  includes the 
construction of a new diversion 
structure and pump station at the 
City’s WWTP site, a 1.0 MG 
Source Water Tank, a Treatment 
Building, a 0.5 MG Product Water 

Tank, a  Product  Water  Pump 
Station, approximately 5,700 LF of 
PVC     Piping,     Electrical     and 
Instrumentation.

Offerors must submit a cashier’s 
check, certified check, or accept-
able bid bond with their Proposal 
as a guarantee that the Proposer 
will enter into a contract for the pro-
ject with the Owner within fifteen 
(15) days of Notice of Award of the 
contract. The security  must be 
payable to the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District in the 
amount of five (5%) percent of the 
proposed Contract Price. Proposer 
must execute the contract, bonds 
and certificates of insurance on the 
forms provided in the Contract 
Documents. Contractors for this 
Project  must pay no less than the 
prevailing wage rates for the area 
established by the Owner and in-
cluded in the Contract Documents. 
Performance and Payment Bonds 
are required. 

This contract is contingent upon 
release of funds from the Texas 
Water Development Board 
(TWDB). Any contract or contracts 
awarded under this Request for 
Proposals are expected to be 
funded in part by a loan from the 
TWDB. Neither the State of Texas 
nor any of its departments, agen-
cies or employees is or will be a 
party to this Request for Proposals 
or any resulting contract.

Equal Opportunity in Employment 
- All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment with-
out regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, age, handicap or national ori-
gin. Offerors are required to comply 
with  the  President’s  Executive 
Order No. 11246, as amended by 
Executive Order 11375, and as 
supplemented  in  department of 
Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

Proposals are to remain in effect 
for 90 days from the date on which 
Proposals are received.

Colorado River Municipal 
Water District
John Grant
General Manager 

#6874 February 3, 10, & 17, 2011 

Legals

By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
Thas means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

5 2
3 8 2 9

7 4 6
6 9 1 4

5 3
2 3 8 7
9 7 8

5 2 4 8
4 5

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

In the past few weeks,
there have been many
opportunities to reach
out and help someone,
especially those who
cannot help themselves.
Also, new friends and
associations have entered
the scene. This is the last
full day of the Aquarius
sun this year, and it’s a
time to
celebrate the
good that’s
come from
our heartfelt
efforts. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
You’ll be
busy with
the kind of
job you do
exceptionally well. You
seem to accomplish
results with hardly any
effort at all, while others
exert themselves and get
results that are dim in
comparison. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). It might help to learn
how people just like you

learn how to use a
certain kind of software
or work a new machine.
Each individual has
peculiarities. Be patient,
and understand that trial
and error is a natural
process.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Making assumptions
got you into trouble in
the past. You will be
careful not to take a
stance until all of the
facts are in. What you
know, you know for sure. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Your ability to read
people will save you time
and energy. Beware: If
someone has to tell you
how good they are at
something, it usually
means they’re not so good
at it. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You will look into mixing
with a new social group.
Take it slow. Observe
from afar before you
decide to fully join this
circle. Do the members of
this group treat one

another with kindness
and respect?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Just because you’re
grown up doesn’t mean
you have to lose your
sense of magic. You’ll
revert to a belief system
of your childhood. Some
of this still works for
you, so why change it?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You are both
diplomatic and tolerant.
You wouldn’t dream of
imposing your will on a
group of people who do
things differently than
you do. That’s why your
contribution and
leadership are so
necessary to your team.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). It’s important that
you do a job right, but
it’s even more important
that it’s the right job to
do. Open the
communication channels
with your boss,
customers and
colleagues, and make
sure you are all on the
same page.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). It is helpful
in some situations to
bluff. You will recognize
when it suits you to
appear more confident
than you really are and
when it benefits you to
tone down your game. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). The person who
must talk endlessly about
his accomplishments and
worth is trying to
compensate for how he
really feels about
himself. Your
compassion is required
there, though you may
find it difficult to give.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll be
inclined toward actions
that will only bring you
success if you do them
often. Build repetition
into your life to a greater
degree. It’s not what you
do on a whim but what
you do consistently that
matters.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You notice how
people appear, and you
also notice how they try
to appear. Your
observations lead you to
understand how people
feel inside, and you will
speak to their private
needs and wants.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Feb. 17). This year
sparks your love life. You

will find a partner
extremely attractive, and
you’ll have many
wonderful times together.
You’ll make money with
your mind in March.
There’s a big bonus in
June. You’ll see new
parts of the world and
make friends there in

May and August.
Business booms in
September. Cancer and
Leo people have a special
fondness for you. Your
lucky numbers are: 5, 21,
23, 6 and 30.

© 2011 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Thursday, Feb. 17, 
the 48th day of 2011. There are 
317 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 17, 1801, the U.S. 
House of Representatives broke 
an electoral tie between Thomas 
Jefferson and Aaron Burr, 
electing Jefferson president; 
Burr became vice president.

On this date:
In 1809, the Ohio legislature 

voted to establish Miami 
University in present-day 
Oxford. (The school opened in 
1824.)

In 1864, during the Civil War, 
the Union ship USS Housatonic 
was rammed and sunk in 
Charleston Harbor, S.C., by the 
Confederate hand-cranked sub-
marine HL Hunley, which also 
sank.

In 1865, Columbia, S.C., 
burned as the Confederates 
evacuated and Union forces 
moved in. (It’s not clear which 
side set the blaze.)

In 1897, the forerunner of the 

National PTA, the National 
Congress of Mothers, convened 
its first meeting, in 
Washington.

In 1904, the original two-act 
version of Giacomo Puccini’s 
(JAH’-koh-moh poo-CHEE’-
neez) opera “Madama Butterfly” 
was poorly received at its pre-
miere at La Scala in Milan, 
Italy.

In 1947, the Voice of America 
began broadcasting to the 
Soviet Union.

In 1959, the United States 
launched Vanguard 2, a satel-
lite which carried meteorologi-
cal equipment on board.

In 1964, the Supreme Court, 
in Wesberry v. Sanders, ruled 
that congressional districts 
within each state had to be 
roughly equal in population.

In 1972, President Richard M. 
Nixon departed on his historic 
trip to China.

In 1986, Johnson & Johnson 
announced it would no longer 
sell over-the-counter medica-
tions in capsule form, follow-
ing the death of a woman who 
had taken a cyanide-laced 
Tylenol capsule.

Today’s Birthdays: 
Bandleader Orrin Tucker is 
100. Actor Hal Holbrook is 86. 
Mystery writer Ruth Rendell is 

81. Singer Bobby Lewis is 78. 
Comedian Dame Edna (AKA 
Barry Humphries) is 77. 
Country singer-songwriter 
Johnny Bush is 76. Actress 
Christina Pickles is 76. Football 
Hall-of-Famer Jim Brown is 75. 
Actress Mary Ann Mobley is 
72. Actress Brenda Fricker is 
66. Actress Rene Russo is 57. 
Actor Richard Karn is 55. Actor 
Lou Diamond Phillips is 49. 
Basketball Hall of Famer 
Michael Jordan is 48. Actor-
comedian Larry, the Cable Guy 
is 48. TV personality Rene Syler 
is 48. Movie director Michael 
Bay is 46. Singer Chante Moore 
is 44. Rock musician Timothy 
J. Mahoney (311) is 41. Actor 
Dominic Purcell is 41. 

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date 
In History

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 KWWT .
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Newswest Married Cortes (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Chugging Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

News Married Ministerio-
Vida

TriVita Paid Paid Oso

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Saved/ Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Timmy SportsCenter 
Life Saved/ Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Manny

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Saved/ Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer People Paid Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Saved/ Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Yes, Dear Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

Beyond 
Survival

Stooges Entourage Charmed Bernie Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Yes, Dear Dinosaur (:45) Movie: 

Mobsters, 
Richard 
Grieco

Entourage Bernie Manny

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Nuevo Rico 
Nuevo Pobre 
(SS)

Prince Bible Sesame 
Street

Browns Beyond 
Survival

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Bernie Babar NASCAR 
Racing

SportsCenter 
Prince Swallow Browns Bernie Chugging

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Casos de 
Familia

Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Prince CCM Sid Cosby Beyond 
Survival

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Foxx Tinga SportsCenter 
Divorce Videos Payne Faye H. WordWrld Cosby Foxx Mickey

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid La Fea Más 
Bella (SS)

Justice Young & 
Restless

Victoria (SS) Rachael Ray Payne Alewine Super The 700 
Club 

Biker Build-
Off 

Movie: Mav-
erick, James 
Garner 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Chris Mickey ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Browns Uri Harel Clifford Chris Jungle

  :PM
 12 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Curious Focus 4 American 
Chopper

CSI: NY Las Vegas Livin’ for 
Love: The 
Natalie Cole 
Story

Oso SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Earl Mark Victory Movers

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Atrévete a 
Soñar

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Jim Scrivner Bake Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Hannah Best of SportsCenter 
Raymond House Julia Hannah 1st & 10

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Mar de Amor 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Jim Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art The Tyra 
Show 

American 
Chopper

Movie: Once 
Upon a Time 
in Mexico 

Gangland Cold Case Game Hannah Scott Van 
Pelt

Lines
Offi ce Martha Game Hannah Baseball

  :PM
 3 :30

Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Maya Roseanne American 
Chopper

Gangland Law & Order Game Shake it SportsNation NFL Live
Jdg Judy Judge Friends WordGirl Roseanne Game Shake it Jim Rome

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey

Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Smarter María Ce-
leste

News Raymond Dr W. Fetch! Payne Cash Cab Movie: Hi-
dalgo, Louise 
Lombard 

Gangland Law & Order Chris Shake It Baseball Around
News Inside Ed. Raymond Acquire Cyberch’e Payne Cash Cab Chris Shake It Around Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Lopez News Noticias News King Granger World Lyrics! Cash Cab Gangland Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Sonny Nation SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Lopez News Noticiero News King Brad Business Lyrics! Cash Cab Shake It Pardon

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Noche de 
Estrellas

Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Sala PBS News-
Hour 

’70s Man vs. Wild Gangland Bones Wizards College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld Charles 70s Show Wizards

  :PM
 7 :30

Wipeout Premio lo 
Nuestro 
2011 (SS)

American 
Idol 

Big Bang Aurora (SS) Commun Movie: Fun 
With Dick & 
Jane 

Upd Aviators The Vampire 
Diaries

Gold Rush: 
Alaska

Movie: The 
Shawshank 
Redemption, 
Bob Gunton

Gangland NBA Basket-
ball: San An-
tonio Spurs 
at Chicago 
Bulls.

Game Movie: 
Hannah 
Montana: 
The Movie

Dad Says Couples Sid Roth Parks Game

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Bones CSI: Crime 
Scene

Herederos-
Monte

Offi ce Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Nikita Man vs. Wild TNA Wres-
tling 

Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

Parks

  :PM
 9 :30

(:01) Private 
Practice

Simpsons The Mental-
ist 

Alguien te 
Mira (SS)

30 Rock Fam. Guy This Old 
House Hr

Married Wild: Ven-
ezuela

Phineas
How I Met Out Fam. Guy Married NBA Basket-

ball: Dallas 
Mavericks 
at Phoenix 
Suns.

Phineas

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan Alewine Charlie Rose King Gold Rush: 
Alaska

Movie: The 
Shawshank 
Redemption, 
Bob Gunton

MAN The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards E:60 SportsCenter 
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Titulares Jay Leno Van Impe King MAN Wizards

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Verdad 
Oculta

Law & Order: 
SVU

Decisiones 
(SS)

Lopez 
Tonight

Bill Cloud World South Pk Man vs. Wild MAN Wendy Wil-
liams

Hannah NASCAR 
Now 

NFL Live
Late Late Night Swallow T. Smiley South Pk MAN Hannah Final

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Tontas Cielo Paid Conan Upd (Off Air) Cops Wild: Ven-
ezuela

Trailers Inside the 
NBA 

Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man

Wizards SportsNation SportsCenter 
Paid Raymond Insider Pagado News World ACTIVE MAN Wizards

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Clasicos TMZ Ent Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Infl uence Overhaulin’ Movie: 
Bowfi nger, 
Heather 
Graham

(:10) The 
Shield 

Leverage Suite Life 2010 Poker SportsCenter 
Paid Cero King-Hill (:37) Up to 

the Minute
Pagado Born Suite Life

  :AM
 2 :30

(:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

Paid Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
GoldenEye, 
Izabella 
Scorupco 

Study Paid Sports Cold Case Game Phineas 2010 Poker SportsCenter 
RENO 911 Pelicula: 

Alerta, Alta 
Tensión

Passion Smile Ways Die Game Phineas

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

We Have a 
Dream 

Carson Alewine Healthy Paid Movie: 
Spaceballs, 
Rick Moranis 

Paid NUMB3RS BET Inspira-
tion

Dalmatian NFL Live SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Brad Fitness Paint Paid Little Final

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Moody Your Health Paid Paid NUMB3RS Jungle Winter X 
Games

SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Dr. Paid Paid Timmy
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Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy
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SAVE $$$
Get the Best Roof: 

130 MPH Wind Warranty
Lifetime Shingle at the 
30 Year Shingle Price!

Midland’s Favorite
Roofing Company

Mention This Ad To Receive Up To $250.00 OFF Complete Roofing Job!
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 2 of 5 - Medium

4 7 6 8 3 1 5 2 9

3 5 8 2 9 6 1 4 7

1 9 2 7 4 5 3 8 6

7 6 9 5 8 3 2 1 4

5 8 4 1 2 7 9 6 3

2 3 1 9 6 4 8 7 5

9 2 3 4 7 8 6 5 1

6 1 7 3 5 2 4 9 8

8 4 5 6 1 9 7 3 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

MAVS
Continued from Page 6

3-pointers and finished with 20 points 
in 28 minutes. “The big thing is just 
for him to get more minutes and to 
get more comfortable.”

The Mavericks won for the 12th 
time in 13 games, although this one 
was a bit weird. The starters didn’t 
take a single free throw, Dirk Nowit-
zki didn’t score a single point in the 
second half and they let a 13-point 
halftime lead melt away a few min-
utes into the third quarter.

Then Kidd and Beaubois put to-
gether a 13-0 spurt that eventually 
stretched to 24-4. Dallas led by 26 be-
fore settling for tying its biggest mar-
gin of victory. The Mavs had eight 
players score in double figures, with 
five of them reserves. That included 
Brendan Haywood having a season-
high 12 points with 10 rebounds, and 
J.J. Barea having 11 points and 10 as-
sists.

Still, this night was all about 
Beaubois.

He got things going shortly after 

checking in, grabbing a loose ball 
near the foul line and turning it into 
a scooping layup. Soon after, he out-
jumped 7-foot teammate Tyson Chan-
dler for a rebound and zoomed ahead 
of everyone else for a hardly contest-
ed layup.

Fans were still oohing and aah-
ing when he reminded everyone that 
he’s still a raw player by throwing a 
pass straight to a Sacramento player 
on Dallas’ next possession. He did it 
again on the next possession. Then he 
bounced back with a steal and anoth-
er breakaway layup, only this time he 
added some sizzle by smartly switch-
ing the ball to his left hand when a 
defender cut across to his right side 
reaching for the steal.

He finished 6 of 13, making 1 of 4 
on 3-pointers. He had only one more 
turnover after those back-to-back 
giveaways.

“I thought it was, all things consid-
ered, pretty solid,” Mavs coach Rick 
Carlisle said. “Predictably, there 
were some ups and downs, but the im-
portant thing was he was able to get 
involved.”

As a rookie last season, Beaubois 
scored 16 points in 21 minutes in the 

playoff finale, leading to an offseason 
of him being hailed as the team’s bud-
ding star. Then he broke his left foot 
during a practice with the French na-
tional team before the world champi-
onships and had a much longer than 
expected recovery.

With the NFL season done and base-
ball not yet cranked up, his return 
has been the talk of the town for days. 
He was greeted by a pregame video 
clip from the movie “Rudy,” with his 
head superimposed on the lead char-
acter and chants of “Rod-dy! Rod-dy!” 
Then came the standing ovation.

“I just want to keep getting better 
and just show them that I really ap-
preciate it,” Beaubois said.

He spoke with a bucket of ice next 
to his left foot. Perhaps it was telling 
that he hadn’t bothered yet to soak it.

“The foot is good,” he said. “I have 
to get my legs into it. The cardio is 
kind of tough.”

Jermaine Taylor scored a career-
high 17 points, but Sacramento lost 
for the seventh time in eight games. 
The Kings were playing their second 
straight game without Tyreke Evans, 
their leading scorer at 18.3 points per 
game, because of a foot injury.

Evans’ ball-handling was especially 
missed. Sacramento had 26 turnovers, 
which led to 38 points for Dallas.

“When he doesn’t play, teams tend 
to score a lot more on us and we tend 
to turn the ball over a lot more,” coach 
Paul Westphal said. “He’s a big part 
of us being competitive.”

Sacramento led by six in the open-
ing minutes, but Dallas tied it at the 
end of the quarter and were up by 13 
at halftime. The Kings tied it quickly, 
then faded just as quickly, making the 
entire fourth quarter garbage time.

Notes: The previous Wednesday, 
the Mavericks beat the Kings by only 
two points in Sacramento. Evans’ ab-
sence and Beaubois’ return certainly 
were part of the difference. ... With 
speculation about the Mavericks be-
ing involved in the Carmelo Antho-
ny trade talks, Cuban joked that his 
only proposal is for him and Anthony 
to try buying the New York Mets. ... 
Fans cheered loudly when it was an-
nounced that the Cavaliers beat the 
Lakers. Dallas started the day per-
centage points ahead of Los Angeles 
for second in the Western Confer-
ence.

ROCKETS
Continued from Page 6

Adelman was more upset with Houston’s defense than he was 
about the lack of offensive balance.

“If we are going to do anything, guys who scored points for us 
and everything else, they’ve all got to take some pride at the oth-
er end,” Adelman said. “This team (Philly) shot 55 percent and 
that’s not good enough to win games in this league.”

The Rockets hit four 3-pointers in the first 5 minutes and jumped 
to an 18-6 lead. The Sixers answered with a 12-0 run, capped by 
Elton Brand’s dunk at the end of a fast break. Brand had 10 points 
and 11 rebounds.

Lowry sank his third 3 and Houston’s sixth early in the second 
quarter. The Rockets came into the game ranked sixth in 3-point-
ers made this season (449).

Philadelphia hit seven of its first nine shots in the second quar-
ter, and the Sixers moved ahead. Iguodala banked in a shot from 
near midcourt at the halftime buzzer to put Philadelphia up 55-
52.

The Sixers shot 61.5 percent (24 of 39) from the field in the first 
half. Houston stayed closed by going 8 for 19 from 3-point range 
in the half.

But the Rockets went 1 for 13 from long range in the second 
half, while the Sixers continued to shoot well and stretched their 
lead.

Late in the third quarter, Evan Turner scored in the lane, then 
finished a fast break with a layup to put the Sixers up 79-71.

BELTRE
Continued from Page 6

Daniels said he is still looking at 
the possibilities for a trade for Young, 
though the GM said team officials 
meeting this week in Arizona “went 
through our club and how it sets up 
with the expectation he’ll be an inte-
gral part of it.”

Without elaborating, Young has 
said he was “misled” and “manipu-
lated” by the team.

Young, their longest-tenured player 
going into his 11th season, requested a 

trade last month. The Rangers expect 
him to be their primary designated 
hitter and super utility player after 
the January acquisition of two-time 
Gold Glove third baseman Adrian 
Beltre. It would be Young’s third posi-
tion change in eight springs.

Daniels said the team would reach 
out to Young “before then” if no trade 
is made by Saturday.

Omar Beltre made two starts for 
Texas last season. He’s been in the 
Rangers organization since 2000, and 
made his major league debut last June 
30. He was put on the 60-day disabled 
list in September with a right ankle 
injury.

No. 3 Texas rides Johnson’s double-double vs OSU
The Associated Press

AUSTIN — The se-
cret to Texas’ winning 
streak is simple: don’t 
fall behind.

Not for a minute, not 
even for a second.

For the sixth straight 
game, the No. 3 Long-
horns never trailed in 
cruising to a 73-55 win 
over Oklahoma State on 
Wednesday night that 
tightened their grip on 
first place in the Big 12.

Texas hasn’t fallen be-
hind any opponent since 
the last time the Long-
horns and Cowboys 

played back on Jan. 26. 
And that came in the 
first half of what ended 
up being a 15-point Tex-
as win.

“Our biggest concern 
is trying to keep the 
foot on the pedal,” said 
senior forward Gary 
Johnson, who had 17 
points and 10 rebounds 
Wednesday night. “We 
haven’t been in a situa-
tion where we’ve been 
behind. We don’t want 
to start it now.”

The Cowboys had their 
split-second chance to 
grab a lead when they 

won the opening tip, 
but Markel Brown’s 
shot was blocked by 
Texas freshman Tristan 
Thompson.

Oklahoma State made 
it 2-all a minute later, 
but Texas’ Jordan Ham-
ilton answered with a 
3-pointer and the Long-
horns were off and run-
ning.

Texas (23-3, 11-0 Big 
12) has won 11 in a row 
overall and holds a two-
game conference lead 
over No. 1 Kansas with 
five games left in the 
regular season.

Hamilton finished 
with 15 points and 
Thompson scored 14 for 
Texas, which has won 
10 of the last 11 meetings 
with Oklahoma State 
(16-9, 4-7). The Long-
horns have seldom been 
challenged in confer-
ence play, winning 10 of 
their 11 league games by 
10 or more points.

Brown scored 14 points 
to lead Oklahoma State.

The Texas winning 
streak has followed a 
typical pattern: The 
Longhorns race to a big 
early lead and then set 

the game on cruise con-
trol in the second half.

Hamilton scored all of 
his points in the first, 
hitting his first three 
3-point shots before his 
shooting touch mostly 
disappeared. Thomp-
son’s block on Okla-
homa State’s first shot 
started another stel-
lar defensive effort by 
the Longhorns. Texas 
forced the Cowboys into 
12 first-half turnovers.

Thompson had an al-
ley-oop dunk on a feed 
from Hamilton to start 
a 13-4 Texas run. The 

Longhorns built the lead 
as high as 33-19 when 
Hamilton made a short 
jumper in the lane. Tex-
as held a double-digit 
halftime lead, 36-25, for 
the fifth straight game.

“We just dug ourselves 
a hole and were fortu-
nate to just be down by 
11,” Oklahoma State 
coach Travis Ford said. 
“We were allowing too 
many points in transi-
tion. You just can’t do 
that against Texas.”

Texas has sometimes 

See TEXAS, Page 12
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Tax Time Never Felt So Good
Turn this....

Into this....

Tax Associates
406 Runnels, Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432) 264-7515 

219932

OPEN: Mon-Fri. 8-8  Sat. 9-5  Sun. 1-5
Se Habla Español

Stop by and see
Sam Castro & Brenda Hernandez

We offer RALS - 
Fast Refunds Within 24 Hrs. Upon Approval

Fast
Cash 1512 S. Gregg

Big Spring, Texas 79720
Tel: (432) 263-1931
Fax: (432) 263-1402
www.hrblock.com

Preparing America’s Taxes Since 1955

218226

GET TAX REFUNDS FAST
Beginning January 15th

FREE ESTIMATES

Stop By And See
 Diane Yanez             or          Rachel Rogers

Monday-Friday 8:30 - 5:30
(Evenings May Vary)

Saturday 8:30 - 12:00
220 Main St. • Big Spring, TX • 432-263-1138

Certified Tax Preparers
Electronic & Paper Filing Available
Still Offering RAL Upon Approval. 

218712

Call For After Hours Availability
501 East 3rd St.           432-267-4591

• Free Estimates
• Refunds Within 10-21 Days
• Electronic & Paper Filing

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 p.m.
Tuesday Open Until 8 p.m.

OPEN SATURDAYS

SECURITY
FINANCE

21
87

15 Get
Your

Money
Now!

Someone You Can
Count On!

CRIMINAL LAW
• General Practice
• Family
• Custody
• Civil

• Criminal
• Divorce Law
• DWI’s
• Real Estate Law

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS
• Over 25 years overall experience   • Certified Public Accountant
• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.

21
92

67

C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.

TEXAS
Continued from Page 11

struggled to keep up the 

pressure in the opening 

minutes of the second half 

and let opponents rally. The 

previous three opponents had 

either outscored or stayed 

even with Texas in the second 

half. Baylor cut a 19-point 

Texas lead to three in the 
final minutes.

Not this time. Johnson 

wouldn’t allow it.

“When you play with as 

much energy and passion as 

he does, good things happen,” 

Ford said.

Pujols arrives in Cardinals’ camp
The Associated Press

JUPITER, Fla. — When Albert 
Pujols arrived for St. Louis Car-
dinals spring training Thursday 
morning, he pulled his black 
pickup truck into a parking spot 
reserved for owners.

Odds are, no one will complain.
Pujols arrived at 7:35 a.m. for 

his first formal workout of the 
2011 season, which the Cardinals 
desperately hope will not be his 
last in St. Louis. He showed up, as 
expected, one day after he and the 
team failed to reach an agreement 
on a new contract by a deadline 
the three-time MVP imposed.

Still, he was all smiles as he 
lugged two boxes and a backpack 
into the Cardinals’ spring club-
house.

“Better than ever,” Pujols said, 
when asked how he was feeling.

He half-seriously asked for some 
help when one large box filled 

with bats fell out of the drivers-
side back door of his tricked-out 
truck, then loaded his arms with 
his gear and made the short walk 
inside. A few teammates had al-
ready showed up for work, and 
Pujols’ Thursday arrival was no 
surprise to the team.

Also not a surprise: That 
Wednesday came and went with 
no deal.

“Once the 2011 season is over, 
we hope to revisit those talks,” 
Pujols said in a statement late 
Wednesday.

With the talks off until after the 
season ends, Pujols is now fixated 
on winning.

“The last thing anyone in this 
clubhouse needs to worry about, 
is what’s going to happen to me 
after the season,” he added.

His teammates aren’t willing to 
let it become a distraction, either. 
They simply want to see their 
first baseman again, and start the 

process of getting ready for an-
other year.

“I don’t think it’s changed for 
anybody in here,” Cardinals’ 
pitcher Kyle Lohse said. “Every-
body’s excited to get going. Al-
bert’s going to take care of him-
self. He’s going to be here and 
doing what he’s always done. I 
don’t see why anything would be 
different.”

When — and if — talks resume, 
it’s unclear if St. Louis will in-
crease its offer to Pujols’ liking.

The Cardinals would not reveal 
their offer, though it was believed 
to be somewhere around $200 mil-
lion for eight years, possibly with 
an opportunity for Pujols to ob-
tain an ownership stake in the 
franchise once his playing days 
are complete.

“A difference of opinion in de-
termining Albert’s value simply 
could not be resolved,” said Pu-
jols’ agent, Dan Lozano. 
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