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Chamber wraps
up another year,
plans for future

By AMANDA MORENO
Staff Writer

The year is wrapping up
for everyone, including the
Big Spring Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Chamber president Terri
Johansen presided
over her last meet-
ing Wednesday af-
ternoon.

“It has been a
joy,” Johansen
said. “If it wasn’t _
for the great staff |y
I wouldn’t have
been able to do Johansen
this. The chamber has some
gems working here.”

Treasurer Mark Morgan de-
livered the financial report.
According to Morgan, No-
vember ended with a $12,000
loss. Income for the month
was only $5,700. Officials are
expecting to be about $2,000
in the red at year’s end.

“Itlooks like we are going to
have to dip into the reserves,”
Morgan said. “It just means
we will have to work hard
again next year and do what

we can to get it to balance out
at zero, instead of in the nega-
tive.”

Looking into the upcoming
year, Executive Director Deb-
bye ValVerde emphasized the
importance of bringing in
new members.

“We will have to get out
there and really run and get
more members,” ValVerde
said.

Member dues account for a
good portion of the chamber
funds throughout the year.

During Wednesday’s meet-
ing the board unanimously
voted to accept Howard Coun-
ty Council on Aging — Mo-
bile Meals as a new member.
To date the chamber has 351
members.

Jan Foresyth’s report on
community development fo-
cused on the upcoming an-
nual Chamber Banquet set
for Jan. 31. Big Spring na-
tive Charley Johnson will be
the guest speaker. Johnson
played professional football in

See CHAMBER, Page 3

Readers,

day through Monday.

Christmas.

During this holiday period, the Herald will adjust
its schedule and hours in order to allow employees
to enjoy time with their families and friends.

The Herald will publish a paper Friday and Sunday
as usual (though Sunday’s edition may arrive a bit
earlier than normal) but will not publish a Monday
edition. The newspaper office will be closed Satur-

The staff at the Herald wishes you a very Merry

HERALD photos/Amanda Moreno and Steve Reagan
At top, Leondro Sanchez, office manager for Drug Screening Compliance, displays toys
donated to A World For Children. Above left, Kristen Partee wraps a gift earmarked for
a needy Big Spring family. Partee is a member of the “Hometown Christmas” group,
sponsored by Wells Fargo Bank, which purchases gifts and food items for low-income
families in Big Spring. And above right, Big Spring Fire Department visited Canterbury
on Wednesday morning to deliver presents. Jay Sudell, left, and Chris Glenn look on as
Brandon Hayes, center, presented Mary Mendoza with her presents.

Travelers: Check the weather first

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

As motorists look to hit
Texas highways this holiday
season, local and state law en-

forcement officials are warn-
ing drivers to take precau-
tions when getting behind

the wheel.
According to Sgt. Tony
Everett, public

information of-

Dec. 22
3 shopping
days to Christmas
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ficer with the Big
Spring Police De-
partment, one of
the things travel-
ers should check
before pulling out
of the driveway is
the weather.

“It is one of the biggest fac-
torstoconsider,” said Everett.
“You can get road condition
reports by calling the Texas
Travel Information hotline
at 800-452-9292, or pay close
attention to the local weather
channel. The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety reports
all road closures to both.

“Pay close attention to
bridges and overpasses dur-
ing freezing weather as well.
Another thing to remember
is to allow extra time for trav-

el because the high level

of traffic is going to in-

) " T54414 79720“ 9

crease how long it takes to get
where you're going.”

According to Accuweath-
er.com, motorists could see
freezing rain and even snow
in the Crossroads area going
into the holiday weekend,
with low temperatures ex-
pected to dip into the low to
mid 20s Friday and Saturday
nights. However, beginning
late Saturday afternoon and
going into Sunday, skies are
expected to begin to clear and
temperatures should begin to
climb slightly, making for a
more comfortable holiday.

Everett said planning your
trip — as well as your route —
ahead of time can really pay
off in the event of an emer-
gency.

“If you're traveling to see

family, be sure to tell them
what your route will be,” said
Everett. “That makes it a lot
easier when we have to go out
and look for someone. Also,
be sure to keep emergency
items in the vehicle, such as
first-aid Kkits and blankets.
No one wants to think about
what can go wrong out on the
road, but it’s always a good
idea to be prepared.”

Officials with the Texas
Department of Safety are
also urging motorists to be
prepared when taking to the
roadways, whether driving
across town or across the
state.

“Please drive carefully.
Crashes can happen in just

See TRAVEL, Page 3
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Annie Bransom

Annie Bransom, 95, of Amarillo,
formerly of Big Spring died
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011, in an
Amarillo hospice facility. Funeral
services will be held at 2 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 23, 2011, at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel
with the Rev. Elwin Collom, Pastor
at Hillcrest Baptist Church of Big
Spring, officiating. Interment will
follow at Roscoe Cemetery.

The family will receive friends
from 7 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the funeral home.

Annie was born July 26, 1916, in Roscoe, Texas, to
Mack and Lettie Lake. She attended several West
Texas schools as a young girl. After completing
nursing school, she worked asan LVN at Sweetwater
Memorial Hospital and the VA Hospital in Big
Spring. Annie retired from the VA in 1976.

Annie married Ollie Bransom on Jan. 18, 1934, in
Roscoe. They were married for 62 years. Ollie and
Annie were very active members of the American
Legion. She held various offices in the American
Legion Auxiliary at the local, regional and state
level.

They were also volunteers at the VA Hospital in
Big Spring for many years. She was a very loving
wife, mother, grandmother, aunt and friend. Annie
was a member of Hillcrest Baptist Church in Big
Spring and Arden Road Baptist Church after mov-
ing to Amarillo in 1992.

She was preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band; a sister, Oleta Malone; a brother, Edward
Lake; and a grandson, Kenny Burns.

The family would like to express heartfelt thanks
to the staff of the Violet Wing of Craig Methodist
Sagebrush Unit for their loving care of Annie for
the last seven months of her life. They also want to
thank the nurses and staff of BSA Hospice for the
love and compassion they showed Annie and her
family.

Survivors include a daughter, Pat Burns and hus-
band Joe of Amarillo; grandchildren, Kathy Bailey
and husband Don of Amarillo, Kevin Burns of
Waco and Keith Burns and fiancé Leslie of Argyle;
five great-granddaughters, Stacey Figel, Toni
Stheling, Tammy Wilhelm, Chelsea Sparkman and
Emily Burns; four great-great-grandchildren,
Jadan, Kyler, Trayton and Addison; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

The family suggests memorials be made to BSA
Hospice, 600 N. Tyler, Amarillo, Texas 79107; or
Arden Road Baptist Church, 6701 Arden Rd.,
Amarillo, Texas 79119.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Teresa ‘Terry’ Gonzales

Teresa “Terry” Gonzales, 49, of
Lubbock, formerly of Big Spring
died Monday, Dec. 19, 2011, at
Southern Specialty in Lubbock.
Vigil services will be held at 7 p.m.
Thursday at Myers & Smith Chapel.
Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m.FridayatHoly Trinity Catholic
Church. Burial will be at Mount
Olive Memorial Park.

She was born Oct. 21, 1962, in Big
Spring. She was a lifetime resident
of Big Spring, except for the last 10 years she spent
in Lubbock. She was a hairdresser and a Catholic.

She is survived by one son, Juan Enriquez of Big
Spring; one daughter, Andrea DeLeon of Big Spring;
one brother, Marty Deanda and wife Denise of Big
Spring; four sisters, Martha Neighbors and hus-
band Craig of Killeen, Patricia Correa of San
Antonio, Roxanne Gonzales and husband Ines and
Denise Deanda, all of Big Spring; several nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins; and her
extended family at Southern Specialty.

She was preceded in death by her mother, Juanita
Gonzales; father, Benjamin Deanda Sr.; daughter,
Maria Enriquez; and one brother, Benjamin Deanda
Jr.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7
a.m. today:

* LAURA CONTRERAS STARR, 32, 0f2506 Carlton,
was arrested Wednesday on warrants for failure to
report change of address/name and failure to
appear.

« JESSE TONY REYES JR., 25, of 803 E. 20™ St.,
was arrested Wednesday on a warrant from another
agency.

« MICHAEL JAMES FLORES, 35, of 3007 Cactus
Dr., was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for fail-
ure to maintain financial responsibility.

« EUGENE GILBERT FRANCO, 22, of 1205 Lamar
Ave., was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for
harassment.

e MARY FIERRO MERRILL, 55, of 500 E. 11t
Place, was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for
accumulated items/weeds/rubbish.

« MELISSA ANN OLIVER, 43, of 414 Tubb Loop
Rd., was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for
expired motor vehicle inspection certificate.

« DAVID MARGARITO MORENO, 35, of 601
Dealey, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of
driving while intoxicated - third or more offense.

« TERRY LEE CARTER, 35, of 9118 Kay, was
arrested Wednesday on a warrant for livestock run-
ning at large on highway.

« SCOTTY RAY BLAND, 33, of 1602 Settles, was
arrested Wednesday on warrants for parent con-
tributing to non-attendance (two counts).

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 600
block of Owens.

« ASSAULT was reported in the 2600 block of
Dow.

« THEFT was reported:

In the 400 block of E. Fourth Street.

In the 1200 block of E. 11t Place.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 64 inmates at the time of this
report.

« LAURA CONTRERAS STARR, 32, was booked
into the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on
municipal warrants for failure to change address/
name within 30 days and violation of promise to
appear.

« TERRY LEE CARTER, 35, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of allowing
livestock to roam.

+ JESSE TONY REYES, 25, was booked into the
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a motion to
revoke probation for burglary of a habitation.

* MICHAEL JAMES FLORES, 35, was booked into
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a munic-
ipal warrant for failure to maintain financial
responsibility.

* MARY FIERRO MERRILL, 55, was booked into
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a munic-
ipal warrant for weedy lot - first offense.

« MELISSA ANN OLIVER, 43, was booked into
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a munici-
pal warrant for expired motor vehicle inspection.

« EUGENE FRANCO, 22, was booked into the
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of
harassment.

«SCOTTYRAYBLAND, 33, was arrested Thursday
by the HCSO on charges of parent contributing to
non-attendance (two counts) and violation of a
promise to appear.

Barbara Hull

Barbara Hull, 63, of Big Spring died Thursday,
Dec. 22, 2011, at Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Mamie Lee Perrin Roten

Mamie Lee Perrin Roten, 86, of Stanton died
Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011, in a Midland hospital. Her
services are pending with Gilbreath Funeral Home
of Stanton.
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LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS I
NOWAVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place - Suite 302
432-113-4500

229185

A Lawyer who

can help you!!
Auto Accidents

~ General Practice ~ Real Estate Law
~ Personal Injury Law ~ ~ DWI's

~ Criminal ~ Probate Law

~ Family ~ Divorce Law ~ Trials

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal
Specialization _
Director of State Bar of Ry -
Texas (05-08) | f -

Robert D. Miller PG &

Attorney at Law

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast
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the morning. | Highs in the | upper 40s low 50s and | 50s and
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lows in the the low 30s. | mid 30s. mid 30s.
low 30s.
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Stories for and about hometowns just like yours

[ | Look for w each week in tes paper
Texas At A Glance
-«[ Amarillo
1 31/24
;"‘* Dallas
sy L - * 46/35
s Big Spring Ll.

41730 \|
e —— Austin Houston
© 51/39
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San Antonio
57/44

Brownsville
68/56

Area Cities

Abilene 41 31 cloudy Kingsville 65 48 pt sunny
Amarillo 31 24 snshower Livingston 56 40 cloudy
Austin 51 39 cloudy Longview 49 38 cloudy
Beaumont 60 44 ptsunny  Lubbock 33 25 sn shower
Brownsville 68 56 rain Lufkin 55 40 cloudy
Brownwood 45 35 cloudy Midland 38 30 mixed
Corpus Christi 62 49 ptsunny  Raymondville 67 51 rain
Corsicana 46 35 cloudy Rosenberg 60 46 ptsunny

Dallas 46 35 ptsunny  San Antonio 57 44 ptsunny
Del Rio 51 39 cloudy San Marcos 53 40 cloudy
El Paso 38 27 snshower Sulphur Springs 45 35 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 37 31 snshower Sweetwater 40 31 cloudy
Gainesville 40 30 ptsunny  Tyler 48 36 cloudy
Greenville 44 32 ptsunny  Weatherford 43 31 pt sunny
Houston 62 45 ptsunny  Wichita Falls 41 30 ptsunny

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2700 block of
Cindy. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the
intersection of FM 700 and Gregg Street. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of
Albrook. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of
Aylsford. One person was transported to SMMC.
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Hometown Christmas
brightens holidays for

some needy residents

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

For some needy children and their families
this Christmas, Santa Claus is a lot closer than
they think.

Hometown Christmas, a group of eight to 10
local residents who have been collecting gifts
and food items all year, are about to pull a Santa
and deliver those goodies to low-income chil-
dren and their families here in Big Spring.

Group member Jeanie Knocke said Home-
town Christmas was formed about three years
ago.

“Wells Fargo (Bank) started it,” Knocke
said. “We work on it all year. We start collect-
ing gifts in January and we keep them in the
(bank) storeroom until now.”

The group obtains names of needy families
through Big Spring Independent School Dis-
trict and other sources, determines what the
children want for Christmas, then gets busy
filling that wish list, Knocke said.

It’s not just children who benefit from the
group’s efforts. Along with toys and clothes for
the little ones, Hometown Christmas will also
deliver turkeys and hams to their families.

And for those families, Christmas is about to
come a bit early.

“We're going to start delivering those gifts
Friday,” Knocke said.

Between 30 and 40 families are expected to
receive gifts from the group this year

The group’s efforts aren’t limited to just
Christmastime; for example, the group provid-
ed a local family with car tires in November.

Knocke said community response to the pro-
gram has been heart-warming.

“We’'ve received many, many anonymous
donations,” she said. “People have come
through with money and toys and all kinds of
items. We're very grateful for that.”

Wells Fargo has established a Hometown
Christmas fund and donations are accepted
year-round, Knocke said.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 235 or by e-mail at reporter@bigspringher-
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HERALD photo/Amanda Moreno
Big Spring firefighter Greg McAlister drops off a
present Wednesday morning at Canterbury as part
of the Angel Tree donations members of BSFD
delivered.

ald.com

A World for Ghildren
benefits from DSC
employees In area

By AMANDA MORENQ
Staff Writer

It’s the season of giv-
ing.

Drug Screening Com-
pliance is embracing
the season of giving and
took on a company wide
project to help several
charities located in the
communities it serves.

“Each of us were
asked to pick a charity
to help out that would
serve between 20 to 25
kids,” Leondro Sanchez,
office manager of Drug
Screening Compliance,
said.

The local office chose
to help A World For
Children — non-profit
children’s adoption
agency — and provided
gifts for 20 children. The
children ranged in age
from four months to 18
years old.

“We picked A World
For Children because
we wanted to help an
agency that worked
with kids, but at the
same time one that a lot
of people don’t really
think about,” Sanchez
said. “Everyone helps
out the Salvation Army,
but we wanted to be able
to make a small impact
with those who people
just don’t really think
about.”

Through this project,
an estimated 100 chil-
dren were served com-
pany wide in five com-
munities.

CHAMBER

Continued from Page 1

the National Football
League for several
years. He is also a pro-
fessor at New Mexico
State University.

“He will have a good
message to bring to our
community. He is one
of our great success
stories,” Foresyth said.
“Big Spring is home to

him and always will
be.”

There are still tables
available for sponsor-
ship at the banquet.

“It will be a fun thing
and a great time for
chamber members to
showcase what they
do,” Foresyth said.

Iva Jo Hanslik, VA
community relations co-
ordinator, announced a
date has been set for the
renaming ceremony of
the VA Medical Center.

The ceremony will take
place Jan. 18 at4 p.m. A
reception will take place
before at 3:30 p.m.

“This will be a big day
here in Big Spring for
the VA,” Hanslik said.

Big Spring Economic
Development Board Ex-
ecutive Director Terry
Wegman reported sales
tax for Big Spring was
up 20 percent for No-
vember over last No-
vember’s numbers.

Ex-officio Gloria Mc-

Donald wrapped up the
meeting with her report
regarding what’s hap-
pening with the city of
Big Spring.
Renovations at the
Municipal Auditorium
are 14 percent complete.
Crews are expected to
start working on the
distribution lines un-
der Third and Fourth
streets next week ahead
of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation
repaving project. Traf-

fic will be down to one
lane during the work,
according to McDonald.

To find out more infor-
mation about happen-
ings with the chamber,
call 263-7641. Chamber
offices will be closed
Dec. 23 and 25 for the
holidays as well as Jan.
2.

Contact Amanda
Moreno at 263-7331 ext.
234 or by e-mail at life@
bigspringherald.com

TRAVEL
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a second, so pay atten-
tion,” said David Baker,
assistant director for
the Texas Highway
Patrol. “We want every-
one to arrive safely this
weekend. Be patient,
slow down and drive
sober.”

DPS expects a large
number of travelers on
the road and encourages
drivers to leave them-
selves plenty of time to
get where they’re go-
ing. Baker said drivers
should avoid bad driv-
ing habits that lead to
road rage, such as:

* Not using turn sig-
nals.

e Driving in the pass-
ing lane.

e Tailgating, flashing
lights or honking.

 Using high beams in
traffic.

« Not allowing ad-
equate time for a given
trip.

IDraQon China Buffet
1300 Gregg 268- 8888

|
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|

|
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Business Cards
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Moorho
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When confronted with
aggressive drivers, the
DPS recommends that
you:

e Put your pride in
the back seat and move
aside.

e Do not speed up,
block lanes, slam or tap
on brakes.

* Report extreme cases

of reckless driving to
the appropriate authori-
ties when the incident
occurs.

* Do not retaliate, ges-
ture or make eye con-
tact.

» Make sure everyone
is buckled up.

Contact Staff Writer
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| Bridal Fashions 3:30 PM
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Permian Basin
Bridal Assc.

Sunday, January 8, 2012
CAF, Main Hanger,
Mid. Intl. A.P.

9600 Wright Drive
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Prizes Every Hour

Fair
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Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

NOW OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 7-2:30
Fri Nights 6-9 pm

£ Buyl Get 2nd Half OFf |
& Call In Orders Welcome

“We

picked A

World For |
Children

because

we wanted sanchez
to help an

agency that worked
with Kids, but at the
same time one that
a lot of people don’t
really think about.”

Presents going toward
A World For Children
were purchased by
employees as well as the
company.

“We each did a bag,
myself, Janice Pitts
and Daniel Lopez, and
the company paid for
the rest,” Sanchez said.
“This wasn’t just a com-
pany project, but a per-
sonal project as well.”

Contact Staff Writer
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail
at life@bigspringherald.
com

Call
263-7331
to subscribe
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Teresa “Terry”
Gonzales, 49, died
Monday. Vigil services
will be at 7 p.m.
Thursday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. Funeral
Service will be at 10 a.m.
Friday at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church. Burial
will be at Mount Olive
Memorial Park.

Barbara Hull, 63, died
Thursday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
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AN
ENCOURAGING
WORD

By Eddy Pitchford

Holiday Reflection #1

Holiday Reflection #2

yourself.

Peace and joy are not found by sending money or worrying about inability to
spend. They are not found with flying reindeer or even religious displays. They
are found through trusting and obeying Jesus Christ.

“With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God...
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:6-8)
You do not need to give gold, incense or myrrh to the Lord; you need to give

WE ARE FAMILY

“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST

311 North 2nd Street - Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.......ccccceeeeiniiiiiiieee e 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship........ccceeeeeriiiiiieieceeee 10:20 AM
Sunday Worship........ccceeeeeiiiiiiiiiieee e, 5:00 PM
Wednesday Class........ccccoevviviiiiiiiiiiiniis 7:00 PM
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan Steve Reagan

Managing Editor Ron Midkiff Staff Writer
Amanda Moreno Publisher Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer Staff Writer

Spreading
Christmas joy
to all around

Christmas time is fast approaching.

Within a few days families will be gathered
around their Christmas trees, sharing in the
holiday spirit.

Kids will be anxiously awaiting Santa Claus
and doing their best to stay awake, but as
always, Santa will sneak in once the kids are
all in bed.

Of course, this holiday season the nation as
a whole has seen its fair share of Secret Santas
popping up and providing early Christmas
presents for several families. The majority of
the Secret Santas have been visiting Kmarts
in several states, but Big Spring has had two
visits from Secret Santa.

The first visit included an anonymous donor
paying off 22 layaways totaling more than
$2,000. The second visit contained a donor who
paid off six more layaways. One thing is for
sure, each of the recipients is grateful beyond
words. The Christmas spirit is being renewed
for many this year and the true meaning of
Christmas is shining through.

A simple gesture can make a huge impact on
someones life. The important thing to remem-
ber is that it’s not about the money spent — in
all honesty, the best gifts can’t be bought, but
come from the heart — it is about the meaning
and sentiment behind the giving.

On another note, for those looking to spend
some family time together over the Christ-
mas holiday, the Festival of Lights makes for
a great time together. There are more than 1
million lights spread throughout Comanche
Trail Park. There is no admission, but dona-
tions are accepted. All monies collected go
towards maintaining and funding the annual
Festival of Lights.

In the end, it truly doesn’t matter what you
do for Christmas, how you choose to celebrate.
The important thing is to enjoy the time with
your family, treasure the memories being
made and spread as much holiday joy as you
can.

Afterall, Christmas only comes but once a
year.

May all of our readers have a safe and Merry
Christmas.

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-
ions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

+ By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Steve
Reagan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

+ Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

+ We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter
per 30-day period per author.

+ Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

+ Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

At peace with Christmas time

t’s now officially too late to
do your Christmas shopping
early.

That’s OK. Doing your
Christmas shopping late counts
too. Remember,
it’s not the thought
behind the gift that
counts; it’s what
you spend on it.

Oh, I imagine
you Xmasologists
out there are of-
fended by such
crass material-
ism. You say that
Christmas should
be all about the
birth of Christ and
we should walk
around looking pious.

I say that’s nonsense.

Historically, you could even
argue that the ultra-religious
Christmas is un-American. The
Pilgrims certainly thought so.

Like the English Parliament
of that time, they considered the
holiday a “popish” festival that
lacked any “Biblical justifica-
tion.” As a matter of fact, Christ-
mas was banned in Boston for
a time in the 1600s, as though it
were a dirty book.

I happen to be an expert on
secular Christmas. I was born on
Christmas Day into a family of
non-believers and grew up think-
ing that they decorated the lamp-
posts in downtown Detroit in my
honor. Imagine my shock when
I discovered that somebody had
gotten there before me.

Inever held it against Him,
however, which is why I've
never participated in the Christ-
mas wars that swirl around the

DoNALD
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holiday every year. Non-Chris-
tians, many of them claiming to
be liberals, rail against the plac-
ing of Nativity scenes in public
places or the singing of carols
in schools. They go to court to
block such activities, arguing
that they violate the separation
of church and state guaranteed
by the First Amendment.

Picky, picky, picky.

I tend to side with the religion-
ists in these matters. I doubt
whether the founding fathers
had Christmas decorations in
mind when they created the
church-state separation. Christ-
mas simply wasn’t that big a
deal in those days.

As a matter of fact, one of
George Washington’s great
military victories — his 1777
defeat of a Hessian mercenary
force in what became known as
the Battle of Trenton — came the
day after Christmas. Taking ad-
vantage of the fact that the Ger-
man troops took Christmas more
seriously than Americans and
would be celebrating, he seized
the opportunity to rout them as
they recovered from their feast.

I wonder if Richard Nixon
knew he was following in the
footsteps of that George W. when
he ordered the Christmas bomb-
ing of North Vietnam in 1972?

The dating of Christ’s birth is
arbitrary, in any case. There’s
virtually no evidence that
December 25 is the actual birth
date of Jesus of Nazareth. (The
New Testament, for example,
makes no mention of a date.)
It’s more likely that the 25th
was chosen because it coincides
with the Roman winter solstice,

the day when winter begins to
recede and the full light of day
begins its return journey.

In other words, it’s a festival
of lights, and that’s the way I
choose to celebrate it. If some
choose to celebrate something
else, so be it.

My Christmas is essentially
the Christmas of Charles Dick-
ens. It’s a Christmas of family,
goodwill, compassion, and pres-
ents — lots of presents. Dickens’
A Christmas Carol, written in
1843, is credited with reviving
the holiday in the English-speak-
ing world. It co-exists happily
with the Christmas of Chris-
tians, who are free to buy each
other presents or not.

Some of those Christians com-
plain about the presents. The
holiday has become too commer-
cial, they say.

Perhaps. But a Dickens Christ-
mas, marked by wretched excess
though it sometimes can be,
is also about giving and shar-
ing — qualities that are often in
short supply the rest of the year.
Besides, the economy would
collapse if people stopped buying
things for Christmas.

The only thing I really don’t
like about the holiday is “The
Little Drummer Boy.” It’s the
musical equivalent of water-
boarding.

Anyway, have a happy holiday,
whatever you choose to call it,
and go out and buy something.
What you call credit card debt is
what some other person calls a
job.

OtherWords columnist Donald
Kaul lives in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. http://otherwords.org

'‘'LLBE HOME FoR CHRISTMAS, YOU CAN PLAN
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Christmas

hristmas time is a sea-
son full of miracles.
It seems out of all the

months and other holi-
day seasons, Christmas brings
out a different part of people.
Something about Christmas-
reaches into people’s souls and
unearths emotions, actions and
other things which
just wouldn’t be
considered ordi-
nary any other
time of year.

This year has
been a different
kind of year all
together.

Devastation has

hit hard, with AMANDA
the high tem- Moreno
peratures, severe

drought condi-

tions and horrible

fires, but at the same time it has
turned out to be a year filled
with more positives than I could
imagine.

I guess for all the devastation
there has to be a balance of good.
Something has to renew faith in
humanity.

Each year at Christmas it, isn’t
uncomimon to see people drop a
few coins in the Salvation Army
kettles or pick an angel off the
Angel Tree.

What is rare are the anony-
mous deeds done from the pure

spirit is like no other

kindness of a person’s heart. The
gestures that aren’t made for

the world to see, but are made

in secret with only one hope —
spreading joy to others.

It’s the story of those gestures,
the anonymous gifts given,
which continue to renew my
faith and hope in humanity.

Those stories make me believe
that no matter how horrible the
world may be at times, no matter
how awful the situation may
be, there is always something to
turn it around.

Of course, money doesn’t have
to be involved to make it mean
something. It’s not about the
dollar amount spent or how el-
laborate the gesture. The thing
which really matters is the
meaning behind it came from
the heart and touches the heart
of another.

Most of the time the good deeds
which truly strike us only hap-
pen in the movies, or at least
that’s how it seems.

The Lifetime Channel and
LMN are great places to turn to
renew your hope in humanity.
One movie, “Christmas An-
gel” which is being aired this
Christmas season is the perfect
example.

One man who had it all gave
it all up due to the realization
money doesn’t buy happiness
and started using his fortune to

serve others. He provides help
secretly, each Christmas, to any
and all who might need his help.
He ends up recruiting his neigh-
bor to help him, but provides
help for her in a way she never
imagined.

The meaning I'm trying to get
across, which has touched me
so much, is it’s not about how
much you spend, how big the
gift, but how much heart is con-
tained in the giving of that gift.

People have needs all year
round, but Christmas time has
a way of pushing those needs to
the forefront of our minds.

In reality, we all need some-
thing. Sometimes it’s as obvious
as financial troubles, lack of
home or food and other times it’s
something hidden deep within
ourselves which we choose to
hide from the world. No matter
what it may be, we each carry
a problem within us and we all
could use a little help ... a little
caring.

There are good people in the
world. Caring hearts do still
exist and just when you think
all hope is gone, take the time to
look around and you might be
amazed at what you see.

Contact staff writer Amanda
Moreno by email at life@big-
springherald.com or by calling
the office at 432-263-7331.
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Wave of bombings across
Iraqi capital kills 57

people, injures nearly 200

BAGHDAD (AP) — A wave of bomb-
ings ripped across Baghdad on Thurs-
day morning, killing at least 57 people
and injuring nearly 200 in the worst
violence Iraq has seen for months.
The bloodbath comes just days after
American forces left the country.

The blasts also came on the heels of
a political crisis between Iraq’s Sunni
and Shiite factions that erupted this
weekend. The political spat, which
pits Iraq’s Shiite prime minister
against the highest-ranking Sunni
political leader, has raised fears that
Iraq’s sectarian wounds will be re-
opened during a fragile time when
Iraq is finally navigating its own po-
litical future without U.S. military
support.

While the string of explosions was
likely not a direct response to the
political Sunni-Shiite confrontation,
it will ratchet up tensions at a time
when many Iraqis are already wor-
ried about security. If continued, it
could lead to the same type of tit-for-
tat attacks that characterized the in-
surgency years ago.

Iraqi officials said at least 14 blasts
went off early Thursday morning in
11 neighborhoods around the city.
The explosions ranged from blasts
from sticky bombs attached to cars to
roadside bombs and vehicles packed
with explosives. There was at least
one suicide bombing among the at-
tacks.

Most of the attacks appeared to hit
Shiite neighborhoods although some
Sunni areas were also targeted.

A field guide to Congress’

payroll tax cut dispute

WASHINGTON (AP) — If President
Barack Obama, the House and the
Senate all want to extend a Social Se-
curity payroll tax cut and jobless ben-
efits through next year, why are they
fighting so bitterly over doing it?

Obama, House Democrats and lop-
sided majorities of both parties in the
Senate want to immediately renew
the tax cut and jobless benefits for the
next two months, and find a way later
to extend them through 2012. House
Republicans want to do it for a full
year right away.

That doesn’t sound like an unbridge-
able gap. Yet the fight has evolved into
a year-end partisan grudge match
with no clear resolution in sight and
with huge political and economic
stakes.

Without action, the payroll tax paid
by 160 million workers will rise by 2
percentage points to 6.2 percent on
Jan. 1. That would mean $1,000 a year
less in the pockets of people making
$50,000, or about $19 weekly. In addi-
tion, 3 million people currently re-
ceiving long-term jobless benefits will
begin to lose weekly payments that
average under $300 — for many, their
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News in brief

only support.

Following is a guided tour, in ques-
tion and answer form, through the
dispute.

Americans grow frustrated

by repeated stalemates

CHICAGO (AP) — As Americans
watch yet another political drama
play out on Capitol Hill — this time
over whether to extend the payroll tax
cut and jobless benefits — they have a
question for Congress: Can’t you all
just get along? For once?

“It’s like, ‘Kids, kids, kids,”” said
Brenda Bissett, a lawyer from Santa
Clarita, Calif., as she waited for coffee
Wednesday at a Starbuck’s in down-
town Los Angeles. “It’s just frustrat-
ing that there’s no compromise ... I do
it all the time.”

Around the country, people of dif-
ferent backgrounds, incomes and
political leanings say they’re angry
and downright disgusted by the pos-
turing in Washington after the House
rejected a two-month extension of the
payroll tax cut passed by the Senate,
then both chambers adjourned for the
holidays.

If lawmakers don’t act by Jan. 1,
payroll taxes will jump almost $20 a
week, or $1,000 a year, for a worker
earning $50,000, and as much as $82 a
week, or $4,272 a year, for a household
with two high-paid workers. What’s
more, about 6 million people could
lose unemployment benefits, and
Medicare payments to doctors would
be slashed.

“It’s just another smack in our face
for the working public. We just can’t
get ahead,” said Mike Pryor, a con-
struction worker from Aurora, Il1. “It
seems like everything that Congress
isdoingisalwaysagainstus...Imean,
I’'m at a loss for words, and I just can’t
understand it, why they have to keep
arguing.”

North Korea dubs young

Kim ‘outstanding leader’

PYONGYANG, North Korea (AP)
— The handover of power in North
Korea to Kim Jong II’s young son ap-
peared to be going smoothly Thurs-
day, with official media calling him
the “outstanding leader” and no out-
ward unrest in the capital or troop
movements along its borders.

Foreign governments have focused
intense scrutiny on North Korea since
Kim’s death was announced Monday
because of concerns over his untested
heir’s rise in a country with a nuclear
program, 1.2-million strong military
and a history deep animosity toward
its neighbors.

But the capital remained a scene of
mourning — not protest — on Thurs-
day. U.S. and South Korean military
officials said there had been no un-
usual military movements by the
North Koreans in recent days.

“This appears to be a relatively
smooth transition on the peninsula,
and we hope it stays that way,” Pen-
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tagon spokesman George Little said
in Washington, adding that there has
been no increase in force protection
levels for U.S. troops in South Korea.
South Korean President Lee Myung-
bak sought to assure Pyongyang that
his country was “not hostile,” despite
putting its front-line troops on alert
since Kim’s death was announced.

Protests erupt in wake

of Russian election

MOSCOW (AP) — President Dmitry
Medvedev on Thursday responded to
the wave of protests over fraud-taint-
ed election, proposing a set of reforms
to liberalize Russia’s political system,
but sternly warning that the govern-
ment won’t allow “provocateurs and
extremists” to threaten stability.

Medvedev said in his state-of-the
nation address that Russia “needs
democracy, not chaos” and that the
government would strongly resist for-
eign pressure.

The statement follows massive ral-
lies against fraud in the Dec. 4 vote, in
which the main Kremlin party, Unit-
ed Russia, lost a quarter of its seats.
Opposition leaders and independent
election monitors said United Russia
only managed to retain its majority
by fraud.

Arally in Moscow drew tens of thou-
sands demanding a repeat vote and
punishment for the officials involved
in fraud, the largest show of discon-
tent since the 1991 Soviet collapse.

Another massive rally is set for this
weekend.

The protests dented the power of
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and
signaled that his bid to reclaim the
presidency in next March’s election
may not be as trouble-free as had been
thought.

Gingrich plays

political catch-up

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — Newt Gin-
grich is frantically playing catch-up
in the Republican presidential race,
spending precious time trying to get
on Virginia’s primary ballot while
his rivals campaign in crucial Iowa
and New Hampshire.

The former House speaker is pay-
ing a price for his late start in orga-
nizing.

Gingrich had to leave New Hamp-

5

shire on Wednesday and race to Vir-
ginia, where he needs 10,000 valid vot-
ers’ signatures by Thursday to secure
a spot on the March 6 ballot.

Virginia is an afterthought for most
campaigns at this early stage. They
are intensely focused on the Jan. 3
Iowa caucuses and the Jan. 10 New
Hampshire primary, which will be
followed by primaries in South Caro-
lina and Florida.

But Gingrich’s early-December rise
in several polls gave him renewed
hopes of carrying his campaign
deep into the primary season. Fail-
ure to compete in Virginia, which is
among the “Super Tuesday” prima-
ries, would deal a huge blow to any
contender who had not locked up the
nomination by then.

Mitt Romney, the former Massa-
chusetts governor, and Ron Paul,
the libertarian-leaning congressman
from Texas, want to knock Gingrich
out long before Virginia. Their cam-
paigns and allied groups are saturat-
ing the Iowa airwaves with anti-Gin-
grich ads.

Maine town holds
candlelight vigil for

missing toddler

WATERVILLE, Maine (AP) —
More than 60 people prayed for hope
at a candlelight vigil for a missing
20-month-old girl in Maine, as tips
poured in and the search was expand-
ed Wednesday to include trails and
more waterways.

Fifty trained volunteers from the
Maine Search and Rescue Associa-
tion joined 75 to 80 law enforcement
officers already participating in the
search for Ayla Reynolds, which en-
tered its fifth day.

“I can tell you, they are working just
as hard as if it was their own child,”
Waterville City Manager Mike Roy
told the group at the vigil at the First
Congregational Church, where a pho-
to of a smiling Ayla, a few children’s
drawings and stuffed toys contributed
by local families formed a centerpiece
at the front of the pews.

Residents, many of them mothers
with young children, prayed, sang
hymns and offered one another sup-
port and hope during the service,
which was moved indoors because of
freezing rain and raw temperatures.

KBYG AM & FM
KXCS 105.5 FM

PRESENTS THE

12 DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

DRAWING
REGISTER NOW-DEC. 23

$1000’s IN PRIZES

DAILY QUALIFIERS / DRAWINGS DEC. 8-23

MUST BE PRESENT TO REGISTER
ONE ENTRY PER PERSON PER DAY / 18 AND OVER TO ENTER

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS SPONSORS
SUGG’S HALLMARK
ALLAN’S GALLERY OF FURNITURE
& APPLIANCE
MOUNTAINVIEW MERCHANTILE
SPORTZ & TRINKETS
BLUM’S JEWELER’S
GARY B’S MUSIC
D & S GIFTS
POLLARD CHEVROLET-BUICK-CADILLAC

FRANKLIN & SON GOODYEAR-
BIG SPRING/STANTON

THE BIG SPRING HERALD

230413




Sports

BIG
SPRING

HERALD

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Robert Griffin at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com

Page 6

Thursday, December 22, 2011

NFL to change concussion exams

NEW YORK (AP) — The
NFL is changing how it han-
dles concussion examina-
tions after Browns quarter-
back Colt McCoy went back
into a Dec. 8 game without
being tested for one.

A certified athletic trainer,
paid by the league, will be at
each game to monitor play
and provide medical staffs
with “any relevant informa-
tion that may assist them in
determining the most appro-
priate evaluation and treat-
ment,” the NFL said in a
statement Wednesday.

The trainers will not diag-
nose nor prescribe treatment
and can’t order that players

be removed from a game.

Their presence is intended
to assist team medical staffs
in addressing a variety of in-
juries.

The trainer’s “role will be to
provide information to team
medical staffsthat might have
been missed due to a lack of a
clear view of the play or be-
cause they were attending to
other players or duties,” the
statement said.

The trainer will be in a
booth upstairs with access to
video replay and direct com-
munication to the medical
staffs of both teams.

“In most cases, the athletic
trainer will be affiliated with

a major college program in
the area or will have previ-
ously been affiliated with an
NFL club,” the league said.

The league and each team
are in the process of selecting
the trainers.

Also, team medical staffs
will be permitted to use cell
phones during games to gath-
er information relating to
the care of an injured player.
This is not limited to concus-
sions.

McCoy was hurt on a hel-
met-to-helmet hit by Steelers
linebacker James Harrison
late in Pittsburgh’s win. He
returned to the game after
missing just two plays with-

out being examined for a con-
cussion.

The quarterback wasn’t
tested until after the game,
when he was diagnosed with
a concussion.

McCoy is still experiencing
symptoms and hasn’t played
since.

The Browns said McCoy
wasn’t showing symptoms
of a concussion during the
game, so they didn’t test him.
Team doctors were treating
other players and didn’t see
the impact from Harrison’s
vicious hit.

Harrison later was suspend-
ed for one game for being a
repeat offender and returned

to practice Wednesday after
missing a loss at San Fran-
cisco.

The NFL said the Browns
would not be disciplined for
their handling of the situa-
tion.

“Clubs also were reminded
of the importance of team
coaching and medical staffs
continuing to work together
to ensure that full informa-
tion is available at all times
to medical staffs,” the NFL’s
statement said, “that play-
ers do not take steps to avoid
evaluations, and that concus-
sions continue to be managed
in a conservative and medi-
cally appropriate way.”

Golt McCoy allowed to piay too soon?

PITTSBURGH (AP)

later,”

Harrison said.

— Pittsburgh Steelers
linebacker James Har-
rison understands his
helmet-to-helmet hit on
Cleveland quarterback
Colt McCoy was illegal
by the letter of the law.

He can also under-
stand, grudgingly, why
the NFL suspended him
one gameas punishment
for a series of similar
hits over the last three
seasons.

What Harrison doesn’t
quite understand, how-
ever, is why the Browns
haven’t also been dis-
ciplined by the league
for allowing McCoy to
return to the game so
quickly if the quarter-
back was in such bad
shape.

“Ifhe was hurt sobadI
don’t know why they let
him back in ... two plays

“Something should be
done to them, I would
think. I don’t know. I
got a game, what should
they get?”

McCoy was escap-
ing pressure late in the
fourth quarter when he
tucked the ball as if to
run.

Harrison, who had
been in coverage, ap-

proached ready to
strike.
McCoy pulled up at the

last second and flipped
the ball to running back
Montario Hardesty
right before Harrison

mashed McCoy with his
facemask.
Harrison contended

after the game that Mc-
Coy ducked. Looking
at the tape he’s not so
sure.

“I guess he’s a little

shorter, who knows? I
don’t know,” Harrison down to it, my helmet

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Kobe Bryant did not
play in the Los Angeles
Lakers’ preseason finale
against the Clippers on
Wednesday night because
of a torn ligament in his
right wrist, and his status
for the season opener on
Christmas Day is up in
the air.

A MRI revealed the ex-
tent of the injury, which
occurred early in the in
the third quarter of the
Lakers’ 114-95 loss to
the Clippers on Monday
night. Bryant was exam-
ined by Dr. Steven Shin of
the Kerlan-Jobe Orthopae-
dic Clinic. Depending on
the degree of the tear, he
could be sidelined as long
as three to four weeks.

“He’s day-to-day. As
soon as I figure it out, I
will let you guys know,”
said coach Mike Brown,
who took over this season
after the retirement of
Phil Jackson. “The doc-
tor has to clear him. Guys
will go through the year
and get hurt, obviously.
Sometimes they’ll get hurt
and can’t play, sometimes
they’ll get hurt and still
can play. It just depends
on the situation. Come
Sunday, we’ll see how
it is. There’s a chance,
though, that he could play
Sunday.”

Bryant, who shoots
right-handed, was sent
crashing to the floor by
Clippers center DeAn-

dre Jordan on a blocked
layup and came up hold-
ing the wrist. He stayed
in the game for another 3

minutes, then went to the
bench for a good stretch
and was allowed to return
to the floor during the
fourth quarter.

“I knew he landed on his
wrist, but I was not aware
that he was in significant
pain,” Brown said. “He
did not tell me he was in
pain, nor did our trainer
(Gary Vitti) tell me he was
in pain.”

Bryant practiced Tues-
day, but did not partici-
pate in Wednesday morn-
ing’s shootaround.

He did not talk to the
media before the game
and camped out in the
trainer’s room.

After Monday’s game,
when asked about the
wrist, Bryantsaiditwasn’t
a problem. Brown’s un-
derstanding was that his
best player did not need
surgery. Last season, Bry-
ant played in all 82 games
for the fourth time in his
career. And with this sea-
son reduced to 66 games
because of the 149-day
lockout, every game with-
out him is a bigger deal.
But the NBA’s sixth all-
time leading scorer con-
tinually has demonstrated
his ability to play through
pain at a high level.

“He came up to me in
practice yesterday and
said: ‘My wrist is a little
sore, but I'm good to go,’”
Brown said. “And when it
got to competitive stuff,
where it was 5-on-5, he
scored runners over de-
fenders with his left hand.
So he was playing a game
within himself, I guess.”

AP file photo
Colt McCoy is the center of NFL investiga-
tions of its own concussion policies and
procedures.

said.

hit his. Oh well.”

time since the suspen-

“When it came

The quarterback was
down on the field for
several moments —
though was cleared by
the Browns to return a
few plays later —just in
time to throw a clinch-
ing end zone intercep-
tion in a 14-3 Pittsburgh
win.

McCoy developed con-
cussion-like symptoms
following the game and
hasn’t practiced since
while the Browns have
come under scrutiny for
the way they handled
the situation.

Cleveland’s failure to
check McCoy for a con-
cussion led the NFL to
put a certified trainer
in the press box at each
game to help monitor
head injuries.

Harrison practiced
Wednesday for the first

sion.

The 2008 NFL Defen-
sive Player of the Year
doesn’t think he needs
to change the way he
plays to avoid further
disciplinary action.

“I’'m doing everything
they ask me to do,” Har-
rison said. “I’ve lowered
my target area, that’s
it.”

Harrison, who has
lashed out at league offi-
cials in the past for their
crackdown on what is
considered dangerous
hits, seemed more non-
plussed about the sus-
pension than previous
fines.

“I’'m not worried about
anything,” he said. “I
can’t forsee the future.
I’'m not a fortune-teller.
I’'m going to deal with it
as it comes.”

No charges to be filed in
Fiesta Bowl investigation

PHOENIX (AP) — An inves-
tigation into whether politi-
cians violated gift and disclo-
sure laws when they accepted
free game tickets or trips from
the Fiesta Bowl led a prosecu-
tor to conclude Wednesday
that a maze of state laws was
so complex and contradictory
that he cannot pursue charg-
es.

Inconsistent rules, vague
reporting mandates and a le-
gal requirement that prosecu-
tors prove a defendant “know-
ingly” violated the law were
major factors in his decision,
Maricopa County Attorney
Bill Montgomery said. In the
end, there was not enough

evidence to press charges
against any of the 31 elected
officials and three lobbyists
who were investigated.

Montgomery said that for
a successful prosecution, his
office would have to prove
that the officials and lobby-
ists knew when they filed re-
quired disclosure statements
that “it was incomplete or
false.”

“I understand the ‘appear-
ance of impropriety’ argu-
ment, and how it can be re-
ported,” Montgomery said.
“But there’s a difference ... in
what it looks like and what
we can do as prosecutors.”

Montgomery cited problems

with records provided by
the Fiesta Bowl, noting that
many were too vague to stand
up in court or directly contra-
dicted reimbursement check
records from legislators.

The decision removed a pall
that has been cast over many
lawmakers since April, when
Montgomery began investi-
gating whether politicians
violated a law banning ac-
ceptance of free game tickets
in most cases and failed to
report receiving free trips or
tickets.

Montgomery called on the

See CHARGES, Page 11

Paul Chryst to be named new
Pittsburgh head football coach

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A
person with knowledge of the
decision says Pittsburgh has
hired Wisconsin offensive co-
ordinator Paul Chryst as its
head football coach.

The person spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because an
official announcement has
not yet been made. The hiring
was first reported by ESPN.
com.

Chryst replaces Todd Gra-
ham, who left the Panthers
last week after one season to
coach Arizona State.

The 46-year-old Chryst
helped mold the Badgers into
anoffensivepowerhousesince
joining the program in 2005.
Wisconsin (11-2) is ranked

fourth in the country in scor-
ing this season, averaging 44.6
points while winning the Big
Ten championship and earn-
ing a Rose Bowl berth.

The Panthers went 6-6 in
Graham’s one season and are
in desperate need of stability
following his stunning depar-
ture.

Chryst is the school’s
fourth head coach in the last
13 months, following Dave
Wannstedt, Mike Haywood
and Graham.

That number doesn’t in-
clude Phil Bennett, who
served as interim coach in a
27-10 victory over Kentucky
in the BBVA Compass Bowl
last January, or Keith Pat-

terson, tabbed last week to
lead the Panthers back to the
same bowl on Jan. 7, this time
against SMU.

Contract terms were not im-
mediately available. Chryst
beat out Florida International
coach Mario Cristobal and in-
terim Ohio State coach Luke
Fickell for the job.

It’s one the Panthers hope
Chryst will hold onto as the
school prepares to move from
the Big East to the ACC by
2014.

The job was supposed to
belong to Graham, who took
over 11 months ago preach-
ing character, commitment

See PITT, Page 11
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NEED HOLIDAY CASH?
| WILL BUY YOUR OLD GOLD
AND SILVER JEWELRY. I'm
buying old and foreign money
also gold and silver coins will
pay 10 to 20 times face value.
Call Local Buyer for more info.
(432)270-1078.

Cemetery Lots
2 CEMETERY Lots at Trinity

Memorial. Call 432-267-7255
for more infor.
Help Wanted
NOW
Q 5 HIRING
7Y DELIVERY
4% DRIVERS

Domino’s Pizza needs YOU!
* We need drivers now
* Make cash everyday
* Great part time & full time shifts
» Starting wage - $7.25 an hour
(no tip wage here) plus delivery
reimbursement, plus tips
* We more than reimburse for high
gas prices
* Got experience! Work for Papa
or the Hut?...Come on over!
+ Senior citizens and stay at home
Moms always welcome.
Apply at Domino’s Pizza
2111 S. Gregg St.

Big Spring

220136

*»**ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-
Now hiring a driver for
our Coahoma area,
need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred
for a driver’s position
Drivers must be able to
pass a mandatory DOT
and a corporate drug
testing requirements.
The job includes
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and
can earn a
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to
LucasR@repsrv.com
or
apply at
8220 W. Hwy 80,
Midland, TX 79706
432-561-7620 - Ricky Lucas
Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a
national  agricultural-chemical
company, has an immediate
opening for spray applicator
driver. Class A- CDL license
and farm experience helpful;
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and
outstanding compensation and
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter
Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug
screen required.
EOE
M/F/V/H

ARE YOU interested in a
Rewarding Nursing Career?

Parkview Nursing and Rehabili-
tation is now seeking a 10p-6a
Charge Nurse that is moti-

vated, caring and loves the
elderly. Competitive pay,
benefits and great family

working enviroment. You may
apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or in
person at 3200 Parkway.

ATTENTION:
Universal Well Service
5212 E. IH 20
South Service Rd.
Under New & Complete
Management
Now hiring experienced work
over rig hands, operators,
derricks & floors. Valid drivers
Lic. required. Also experienced
vac. truck, pump truck & winch
truck drivers. Valid CDL Lic.
required, good pay, insurance,
benefits & uniforms.

Day phone 432-264-0775.

BLUE BELL Creameries is
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk.
Position involves  physically
working  with  ice  cream
products in a cold environment.
Must be 18 years old and have
reliable  transportation.  No
experience necessary, we will
train. We offer competitive pay
and great benefits. Apply in
person at: Workforce Solutions;
1001 Birdwell Lane (Howard
College).

CDL DRIVERS, Sand Blasting

Operators and Equipment
Operators Wanted. Contact
Baird Companies at

432-466-4056.

COASTAL TRANSPORT is
seeking Owner-operators with
a Class A CDL. Must be 23
years, X endorsement with one
year tractor trailer experience.
For More Information, Call
877-314-0700 between
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a
$2000.00
Sign On Bonus!
We are now hiring drivers to
deliver petroleum products in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat
and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer
experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday
Please contact
1-888-527-7221

COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No
experience necessary. Must be
18 or older. Call 432-213-0946
for application, San Franciscan
Bar & Giill.

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver
with CDL with Tank & Hazmat
Endorsement for Big Spring
and surrounding areas. Good
Family and Employee Health
Benefits. Must be self moti-
vated. Call (325)226-5209.

DRIVERS WANTED. Find out

why our average length of
driver employment is 9 years.
Reagent Chemical, a family

owned company is dedicated
to providing great service to
our customers and taking care
of our employees, is currently
hiring professional drivers in
Stanton, Texas. Requirements
include Class A CDL with Tank
and Hazmat endorsements.
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1
year tanker experience. Paid
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family
health & dental insurance with
no premium contribution by the
employee. 401K with company
match plus profit  sharing.
Company paid life insurance,
short and long term disability,
additional life and disability is
available thru group coverage.
Up to 10 days vacation starting
first year plus 10 paid holidays.
Uniforms provided. Call
432-458-3446 or
432-661-4079.

Housekeeping and child care
positions- Apply at Jack & Jill
Child Care, 1708 Nolan.

Howard College is accepting
applications for the following
position.
Director of
Child Development Center/
Howard Cottage- Big Spring
Requirements:

Bachelor degree in Early
Childhood Education, Child De-
velopment, or a related field
with a minimum of 12 credit
hours of child development or
early childhood education and
6 credit hours in business man-
agement required. Three years
experience required in an early
childhood education setting
and a minimum of one year ex-
perience in administration of an
early childhood program of li-
censed child care facility. Abil-
ity to manage a site with chil-
dren, parents and staff in com-
pliance with TDFPS minimum
standards and Howard Col-
lege/Head Start Performance
Standards.

For complete position and
application visit our web sit
www.howardcollege.edu
(Human Resources).

Join our professional cleaning
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement
opportunities. We provide paid
training, all necessary supplies
& uniform. Must have own
transportation & speak English.
All cleaners are drug tested &
background checked. Bonded
and insured. Call J. Williams
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F 8-4.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP
now hiring Part-time/Temporary
CSR. Income tax experience a
plus. Apply in person, 600 S.
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

NOW HIRING
Smiling Faces!
Woodforest National Bank,
a leader in the
Retail Banking Industry,
is looking for
enthusiastic individuals
with exceptional
customer service skills
to join our team.
*Great Work Environment*
*Benefits*
*Advancement Opportunities™
Instore Retail Banker
Woodforest National Bank
201 West Marcy
Big Spring TX 79720
*Must be at least 18 years old
with HS diploma or Equivalent*
*1 year Customer
Service Experience*
*Retail Sales/
Marketing Experience*
Apply online at:
www.Woodforest.com
Woodforest is proud to be an
EEO/AA employer
M/F/D/V

PART-TIME CAREGIVERS
needed for Christian
pre-school. Experience pre-
ferred. Apply in person 118
Cedar Road.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
needed for Christian
pre-school. Must be able to
pass a FBI fingerprint and drug
test. Apply in person at 118
Cedar Rd.

PART-TIME MAINT Tech
needed for property in Big
Spring. Applicant must have
strong organizational skills and
enjoy working outdoors. 20
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax
resume to (432)264-1761.

PHILLIPS CRANE & RIGGING
Looking for CDL Driver
w/Tanker Endorsement

& Exp. Operating a
Winch Truck
No Experience Necessary.
Must be able to work
manual labor.
Starting Pay: $15.00/hr
Benefits, Holidays & Vacation
432-264-6600
1305 E. Airpark Drive

PIZZA INN
NOW  HIRING DELIVERY
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE

CLEAN DRIVING RECORD
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST.
MAKE UP TO $12.00 PER
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON
AT 1702 GREGG.

RAPID TRUCKING is looking
for someone with experience to
drive Fork Lift, to load & unload
oil field pipe. Very good pay.
Guaranteed Hours. Call
(432)213-6008 or 213-7793.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver,
Roustabout Pushers and
Helpers. Must have valid
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W 120 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional

raw water supplier for the
Permian Basin, is accepting
applications for  following

positions in
Area.
Central Control Operator -
Responsible for monitoring
water flows, pressures, and
tank levels using SCADA
system. Perform administrative
support including recording
readings, monitoring phones,
and basic data entry. Basic
computer skills including Excel
needed. This position involves
shift work.

CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Benefits include

the Big Spring

health insurance, retirement
plans, and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
are available at the District's
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling
(432) 267-6341, or our website
www.crmwd.org

SEEKING REPRESENTA-
TIVE for Field Sales. Contact
Baird Companies

432-466-4056.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed for Hospital Federal
Inmate Protection  detail. All
positions are Part-time and
PRN.

Physical Requirements: Must
be in general good health and
vision must be correctable to
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye.
The ability to distinguish basic
colors is required. Emotional
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be
able to pass State and Federal

Backgrounds and Credit
Checks.
Experience Requirements:

One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or
coast guard which involved
significant  performance  of
guard duty of detainees or
prisoners; or the equivalent
experience in a federal, state,
or local government, or private
organization which involved
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses
such as corrections or police
science may be substituted for
experience at the ratio of two
hours of instructions for one
hour of experience.

Apply at Workforce Center (in
the Post Office), KEYWORD:
PARAGON. EOE.

TOP NOTCH Landscaping is
Hiring for all positions. Experi-
ence preferred. Call
(432)213-0031 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

Travel Centers of America
Now hiring servers, cooks, and
cashiers. Great benefits, apply
at www.mytajob.com or call
888-669-8256.

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a

national  agricultural-chemical
company, has an immediate
opening for an experienced

truck driver. This position will
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift,
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment
and outstanding compensation
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter,
Stanton, Texas
Pre-employment

drug screen required.
EOE M/F/V/H

WANTED JOURNEYMAN
Electrician  or  Experienced
Apprientace Electrician with a
minimum of two years experi-
ence.

TESSCO

512 Industrial

Snyder Texas 79549
325-574-1100

WESTERN BANK is seeking
An experienced
Executive Assistant
Excellent customer service
skills and a willingness to work
extensively with the public is
required. Must have experi-
ence handling legal and loan
documents. Should be skilled
in Word and Excel. Job duties
will include loan processing,
scheduling appointments, re-
viewing documents, and other
secretarial duties. Legal
Background preferred but not

required. Salary is DOE.
Western Bank is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. Please
send resume to P.O. Box

2767, Big Spring, TX 79720 or
email to hr@thebank.net.

WORLD FINANCE

Accepting applications  for
motivated individuals looking
for an assistant manager posi-
tion.

Applicants should be goal ori-
ented with great people skills.
Experience not necessary.
Must have a high school
diploma and clean background/
credit. World offers a competi-
tive salary with full benefit
package.

Apply in person at 121 E 3rd St
Big Spring, TX.

ltems for Sale

FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood.
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00
Half Cord. Delivered and
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found

LOST FEMALE Shih-Tzu (light
blond) named Sissy. Last seen
on Main & 17th Street. Call
(432)264-3276.

3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403
Carleton. Under Remodel.
Owner will Finance.
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or
517-0062.

BY OWNER: 902 Birdwell,
3 bdrm, 1 bath, Bonus Room,
New Appliances, carpeting and
paint. No Owner Finance
(432)270-7086.

LOST SET of car/house keys
at or around Bealls Friday.
Leave at Bealls with your name
& address for a $20 Reward.

TACK & SADDLE AUCTION
Tuesday Jan. 3rd
7:00pm
Over $100,000
in beautiful hand
made tack and saddles
many custom ranch, roping,
and silver saddles.
Plus over 1,000 lots
of horse equipment.
Many one of a kind
custom pieces.
American Legion
501 Veterans Airpark LN
Midland,TX
Auctioneer Mike Murphy
Lic#10151
10%Buyers Fee
Consignments Welcome
(512)943-6114

FREE ADULT male German
Shepherd (black & brown). Call
432-207-5614.

FREE to a loving, caring
home-- 2 dogs (females). Call
(432)816-4845.

Real Estate for Rent

1011 W 4th. App. 3500 sq. Ft.
building. Two overhead doors,
large office, restroom, $600 a
month. $600 deposit.
432-213-2319.

BY OWNER 1202 Buena Vista.
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, shop on 1 acre of land.
Coahoma ISD. Zoned area.
Call 432-466-1616, 413-7400.

LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction
Quick Closing
Call Lisa
432-935-5409

BT

INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies
are soliciting supplier participation
including those that qualify as
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid
Package 4, Pre-Purchase  of
Electrical Equipment for the Ward
County Water Supply Expansion
Project. Bid Deadline is December
22, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be
received at CRMWD 400 E. 24th
Street, Big Spring, TX 79721-0869
For more information contact
Marcus Grace at (816)536-6485 or
email mgrace @garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7191 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19,
20, 21 and 22, 2011

g

INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies
are soliciting supplier participation
including those that qualify as
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid
Package 5, Slab and Below
Construction for the Ward County
Water Supply Expansion Project.

1703 GREGG- $1000 month.
$1000 deposit. 432-213-2319.

412 HILLSIDE 2 bdrm, 2 bath,
hardwood floors, granite coun-
tertops, garage and carport.
Very Nice. $1250 month.
$1250 deposit. 432-213-2319.

902 BIRDWELL, 3 Bdrm,
1 bath unfurnished house,
$650. month/ $650. deposit.
Please call (432)270-7086.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm

Homes, 24Hr. maintenance,
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher,
Washer/dryer connections,

also 1 & 2 bdrm Apts, avail-
able, (432)263-3461-Rosa.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm
Apts.  Built in  microwave,
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony

w/storage area, playground
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call
Knollwood Heights
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced
yard, nice quite area, water
well, out building and c/a. This
one wont last long $40,000 Call
325-277-4923.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1 &2 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.

Bid Deadline is December 22, 2011
at 3:30 p.m. Bids will be received at
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more
information contact Marcus Grace
at (816)536-6485 or  email
mgrace @garney.com Garney
Companies, Inc is an Equal Em-
ployment/Opportunity Employer.
#7192 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19,
20, 21 and 22, 2011

BT

Sealed Proposals addressed to Mr.
John Grant, General Manager of
the Colorado River Municipal
Water District, will be received at
the office of the Colorado River
Municipal Water District, P. O. Box
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring,
Texas 79721, until Thursday,
January 12, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. for:
Contract A: Ward County
48-inch Parallel Pipeline
The Proposals will be publicly
opened and read aloud at this time
and place. Any Proposals received
after closing time will not be
accepted and will be returned to
sender unopened.
Advertisement, bid phase informa-
tion and complete Contract
Documents can be downloaded
free of charge at the following web
site:
http://construction.freese.com
Printed copies of the Contract
Documents may be purchased at
the website for the cost of printing.
The cost for printed Contract
Documents is not refunded.
COLORADO RIVER
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

John Grant, General Manager

#7218 December 22 & 29, 2011
and January 5, 2012
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Efficiency
1 & 2 Bedroom
AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80

(432)714-4840
*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale

1205 EAST 6th Street- 1/
$10,000. with $1,000. Down.
Approximately $250 monthly
for 6 years. Owner Financing
Available. Call 210-828-3573.
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Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

$55.60 Per Month
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semamiler

Since 1947

n nd domethc parts lor cars
I-ans, 4xd and soons

1511 Hwv 350=(432) 263-5000

DOG GROOMING

"Bl Dog) Grooming”
Let us pamper your
.. vr—” Pet!

{‘.‘.\% 301 N. Sgt. Paredez
- Shop: 432-416-6175
=IO Cell: 4322884855
Open: Mon. thru Sat. é
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES » ALL BREEDS

2

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.

(off 11th Place Extension)
Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000
CALL

264-0623

230477

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

C&DTruck
Accessories

2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

[#%]Rhino Linings

THe Seraved-Ox Liner

). T. Builders

All Kinds of
Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile * Electrical
Plumbing * Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061
(432) 935-6310 RES.

230367

—hs— —m‘m-,'—

Ml

s
J.T. WestTexas %
Fence & Welding ..
Garden City, Texas E

i

Wood Fence « Metal Fence - 4

Fipe Fence + Pipe Corrals ‘['
Ei].‘lb-‘ii“ll?hllt‘ Net Wire Fence

Free Estimates ,f

Home (432) 354-2513  -L

Cell:(432) 466-1715 +
Big Spring (423) 263-1858 }_
i 5I¥h|ng Cily (325) 378-3077

e —remad— el — e

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing o

Wood &
Chainlink

rssz;;fgg

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
H SIDEWALKS
:f. u-‘.;.’I BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete
(432) 816-6561

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

223913

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm

Stanton TX
432-978-3328

216972

Clean Curried
Firewood
Oak, Mesquite, Pinon
and Pecan

$30000 per cord
Call

(325)762-4262

230481

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ROOFING - PAINTING
MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

(432) 263-1580
FAX
(432) 263-3711

CELL

ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

(432) 517-0133

220763

Texas Electrical

PLECIRIC

Richard Moren :
Master Eledﬁdanj License #173630

Contractor License #1549
Phone: (432) 264-6261

FENCE

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

+Residential - Commercial
ChainLink -+ Metal
+Dog Kennels

Now Accenting

nall

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

[4]

e

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW2ndSt.  Big Spring, TX

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.
{TTTr— All types of
| fences, ule fence
u & repairs.
Concrete work, carports,

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates
Bemny Marguez-Uhwner

261-5114

HTE

Trying To Get Rid Of

HERALD

CALL 263-1331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT JX HOME IMPROVEMENT LANDSCAPING

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled

Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.
Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty
Add On's
Garage Door Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,
Hauling, Cleanup, etc......

Free Estimates
Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 .,

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Scoggin

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6130

220352

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

7. GO8GO =

COMPLETE HOME REMODEL
& MAINTENANCE

NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!
TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR
AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

432-816-6282

209335

dut

Subnatiota
GET HOME DELIVERY
o Topay!

Gibbs Remodelin

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8280 0r 210-3262

200419

Top Notch Landscapmg

Landscape design » Swimming pools
Ponds « Irrigation » Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care

Paverss Brick & stones,Patios & walkways
Complete tree service » Retaining walls
Commercial & Residential

RS

METAL
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,
Custom Barns or
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

211344

. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Tvpes of Roof Work,
Home Repairs,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,
Additions, Wood Floors.

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

You Need it — We Do It...
Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates
divare Palacios — Owner

Call 213-0363 or 2

Ceramic tile, Painting,

2603 220351

Expert Plumbing
and
Drain Cleaning
Service

208227

(432] 2710-3911

M-36107

(432) 213-0031

Free Estimates

D @G GG

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

Moy 7. Woore

2008 Birdwell Lane

www.swalpc.com

“FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING
$1,000.00 Off Complete Roof Job
Low Cost Metal Roofing
Insured » Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

I I €IS € €I

ACE APPLIANGE

Same Day Service
Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185
Warranty

CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

227156

Jer IR
‘s UPHOLSTERY

ﬁ’"ﬂ Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats * Headliner

Furniture * Airplanes * Church Pews
Material Samples

1709 Runnels St.
(Shop in Back)

432-270-4610

220552

Four Seasons
IIISIIEIIIIIII L'} SIIIIII!I
g:"..— v

/// Specializing fn
Wall Insulation
Thermal
Beplacement
Windows & Siding 3

Gall 264-8610

o €IS CETD ;RIS €D

‘HERALD

Trying To Get Rid Of
Unwanted ltems

CALL263-1331
Herald Classifieds

MONICO'S PRUNING
TREES, SHRUBS
AND HEDGES

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432 263-3461

228122

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience.
Stump grinder available. For Tree
Trimming and removal.

CALL
Lupe Villalpando

432-268-6406
432-213-1451

HERALD

TRYING TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-1331
Herald Classifieds

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231

Family Owned Business

211135

For 55 Yrs.

web designing and hosting
www.bondwehs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, Tx 79720
{432} 263-4033
(432) 2130391 cell

larte 3 Lo hwes [1s Com

B SPHisG

This Gould Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

C&DTruck

Accessories
2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600
Tint
Cars, Trucks and
Houses

ayear limited warranty

230667
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00010 Invitation for Bids

Sealed proposals addressed to
Mr. John Grant, General Manager
of the Colorado River Municipal
Water District, will be received at
the office of the Colorado River
Municipal Water District, P. O. Box
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring,
Texas 79721, until Thursday,
January 19, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. for
the construction of the following
project:

O.H. Ivie Reservoir
Intake Channel
Dredging

At this time and place the propos-
als will be publicly opened and
read aloud. Any bid received after
closing time will not be accepted
and will be returned to sender
unopened.

Specifications are on file and may
be examined without charge in the
office of the Colorado River Munici-
pal Water District, P.O. Box 869,
400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring,
Texas 79721, Telephone
(432)267-6341, and the office of
Freese and Nichols, Inc., Consult-
ing Engineers, 4055 International

Plaza, Suite 200, Fort Worth,
Texas 76109-4895, Telephone
(817)735-7300.

Advertisement and information

for the Project can be found at the
following web site:
http://construction.freese.com

Contract Documents may be
downloaded or viewed free of
charge at this web site. It is the

downloader's  responsibility  to
determine that a complete set of
documents, as defined in the
Instructions  to  Offerors  are
received. Printed copies of the
Contract Documents may be pur-
chased at the website for the cost
of printing. The cost for printed
Contract Documents is  not
refunded.

The web site will be updated
periodically with addenda, lists of
interested parties, reports or other
information relevant to submitting a
proposal for the Project.

There will be a non-mandatory
pre-bid meeting on Friday January
6, 2012 at 1:30 pm, at the CRMWD
O.H. Ivie Pump Station adjacent to
the site, located at O.H. Ivie Reser-
voir at the intersection of FM
1929/Ray Stoker Junior Highway
and Mustang Creek Road. A site
trip will follow after the meeting.

A bid security bond shall be as
set forth in the instructions to Bid-
ders. Performance and Payment
Bonds are required for this contract
and shall be executed on the forms
provided in the Contract Docu-
ments.

In case of ambiguity or lack of
clarity in stating proposed prices,
the Colorado River Municipal
Water District reserves the right to
adopt the most advantageous
construction thereof, to reject any
or all bids, and to waive formalities.
The District anticipates that it will
award the contract by February 3,
2012. No bid may be withdrawn
within ninty (90) days after date on
which bids are opened.

COLORADO RIVER

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

John Grant, General Manager
#7204 December 22, 29, 2011 and
January 5, 2012

Takeout can eat

R = AR

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies
are soliciting General Contractor,
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid
Package 6, Above Slab Construc-
tion for the Ward County Water
Supply Expansion _Project. Bid
Deadline is February 23, 2012 at
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more
information contact Marcus Grace
at (816)536-6485 or email
mgrace @garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7214 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8,
9, & 10, 2012

Sealed Proposals addressed to Mr.
John Grant, General Manager of
the Colorado River Municipal
Water District, will be received at
the office of the Colorado River
Municipal Water District, P. O. Box
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring,
Texas 79721, until Thursday,
January 12, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. for:
Contract B: Ward County
48/42-inch Parallel Pipeline
The Proposals will be publicly
opened and read aloud at this time
and place. Any Proposals received
after closing time will not be
accepted and will be returned to
sender unopened.
Advertisement, bid phase informa-
tion and complete  Contract
Documents can be downloaded
free of charge at the following web
site:
http://construction.freese.com
Printed copies of the Contract
Documents may be purchased at
the website for the cost of printing.
The cost for printed Contract Docu-
ments is not refunded.
COLORADO RIVER
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
John Grant, General Manager
#7217 December 22 & 29, 2011
and January 5, 2012

The sun poses a
challenge to Uranus in
Aries, promising that no
matter how cool, calm
and collected a person
may seem on the outside,
one never knows what
kind of molten lava
emotions might be
stewing underneath,
waiting for the perfect
circumstance to be
liberated. With this in
mind, a
gentle
approach to
human
interaction
is advised.

ARIES
(March
April
You
always
capable of
dreaming up
the Kkind of
zesty  plan
that makes your eyes
widen and your pulse
quicken. This is one of
the things loved ones
count on from you. You’ll
be a leader in fun today.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You have to be able
to measure what you’re
doing — not because it
matters to you so much,
but because it will help
you when you’re talking
about it to others. People

21-
19).
are

HoLipay
MATHIS

will only understand
what is concrete and
quantifiable.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You have a way with
words, and you’ll use it to

get into an elite situation
or out of a tricky one.
You align yourself with
the people who are in the
place you want to be.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You may be a bit
tired because the recent
high level of activity is
taking its toll. You’ll get
a second wind this
afternoon, though, that
comes out of your total
commitment to make
something happen.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Every waking moment,
you’ll be scanning your
environment for people
and resources that fit
into your goals and make
them easier to attain.
Sometimes you won't
even be conscious of the
fact that you are doing
this.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Your schedule will be
filled with things you feel
you must do, not things
you really love to do.
Make a plan to remedy
this situation by the
weekend before someone
else makes plans that
worsen the situation.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You decide what
you're going to do and
how you’re going to do it.
What will really make
the action complete is
some Kkind of reward or
celebration at the end of
the cycle. It doesn’t have
to be big to Dbe
significant.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies
are soliciting General Contractor,
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid
Package 7, Big Spring Pump
Station’s Below and Above Slab
Construction for the Ward County
Water Supply Expansion Project.
Bid Deadline is January 19th, 2012
at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more
information contact Marcus Grace
at (816)536-6485 or emalil
mgrace @garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7213 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8,
9,& 10, 2012

up your savings.

Pack your own lunch instead

of going out. $6 saved a day

x 5 days a week x 10 years

x 6% interest = $19,592. That
could be money in your pocket.
Small changes today. Big bucks
tomorrow. Go to feedthepig.org .
for free savings tips.

Ad BN E=17:)

-,

box.

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or

417

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

21). You’ll be processing
some negative thoughts.
Greet obstinate,
unhelpful ideas like old
friends. Thank them for
visiting, and then send
them on their way. You
don’'t have to believe
everything you think.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You'll be like
a successful salesperson
working the room. What
you're selling might be
difficult to name
correctly; it’s never what
you think it is. More
people will buy today
than did all of last week.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You
communicate in a kind of
emotional shorthand with
the ones you love.
Celebrate the ease that
comes with this tie.
You’ve been through the
good and the bad, and

you're still united in
friendship.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Those who

behave in heartless ways
baffle you, but you give
them the benefit of the
doubt. Maybe they just
don’t know the happiness
they will find by leading

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Everything happens
in stages. The action
stage is coming. For now,
you're still contemplating
how you might make a
change and mentally
perusing your options.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 22). It’s a year of
tough choices. You'll
shine as a decisive,
sincere and devoted
individual. Community
involvement helps you
establish a new niche.
Actions that help your
work will also be quite
pleasurable, and vice
versa. February is lucky
for finance. March will
end a hot pursuit with a
satisfying outcome. Aries
and Gemini people adore
you. Your lucky numbers
are: 6, 30, 1, 24 and 18.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,

please go to
Wwww.creators.com and
click on “Write the

Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail.

© 2011
CREATORS.COM

with their heart.
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By Steve Becker
From the Mailbag
Fast dealer. doubled and redoubled, as you can
Both sides vulnerable. see, and won the diamond lead with
NORTH the ace. [ then led the king of spades.
X East took it and rcturned a diamond
¥YKQ92 that I ruffed and West overrufted.
49763 West then put East on lead with a
»3542 heart, and another diamond lead
WEST EAST ruined me. It didn’t matter whether I
10983 S A trumped high or low — West was
Y107543 YAIG bound to get another trump trick, and
¢2 ¢KQJI10854 I wentdown one.
#1096 $73 That night, I couldn’t sleep, and
SOUTH the same thing happened the next
A#KQIT652 night and the night after that. My
v3 appetite fell off terribly, and I lost
*A interest in everything. | continued in
S#AKQIJ a depressed state for weeks, and [
The bidding: finally consulted a psychiatrist.
East South  West  North After a couple of treatments —
1e Dble Pass I 4 during which I spent as much time on
3e 46 Pass Pass the psychiatrist’s couch as I did at
Dble Redble home in bed — he told me the cause

Opening lead — two of diamonds.

Dear Mr. Becker: |1 don’t know
whether or not you can help me with
my problem, but I am in a desperate
predicament, and | am willing to
grasp at any straw.

A year ago, I was playing in a
rubber-bridge game and held the
South hand. You can imagine my dis-
appointment when I heard East open
the bidding ahead of me. [ needed so
little to make a small or grand slam
— just an ace or two — and this guy
on my right ups and bids a diamond.

Well, I ended up in four spades

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
02011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

of my troubles, but it didn’t help.

I tried a few other skull doctors,
and they all told me the same thing.
They said I should not have trumped
the diamond return at trick three but
should have discarded my heart.
Then when West overruffed the next
diamond lead, he wouldn’t be able to
put East back on lead and 1 would
have made the contract.

So now I know what I should have
done, but | still can’t sleep. I just
keep reliving this nightmare over and
over again. What I'm hoping is that if
I see this hand in print, maybe it will
all go away. Expectantly, N. Somnia

BUIS

V4

$55.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

B&B House Leveling

L.A. Welding Services
24/7 Service

* Rig Welding
* Pipe Welding

e Well Heads
& More.

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-4688

P.O. Box 1784
Big Spring, TX 79721

229083

& Foundation Repair

Locarry Owsep & Famiy Operaten For 67 ?m&

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.
Capable of 90 ft. in depth!

The Big Country’s only provider

for non-corrosive Steel Piers

* Repairs on Solid Slab,

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner
Abilene’s Favorite
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

)
BEB
T

WiMatE
ABLING

Insurance Claims Welcome ® Free Ins|

Pier & Beam Foundations

 Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly
LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE

GUARANTEE

BBB
A+ RATING ok

UNSUTABLE ROCK I
‘STRATUM OR
['FLOATER?

CLay

In

LOAD-BEARING
ROCK STRATUM

325-675-6613 ¢ Abilene, TX ¢800-335-4037
Q

Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
ections ® Senior Citizens & Military Discounts
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“According to my calculations, their
Christmas lists should REALLY

BC

help stimulate the economy.”

HES MAKING A LIST CHECKING |
IT TWICE .- -

GONNA FIND OUT WHo's

NAUGHTY ©OR NICE... §

©2011 John L. Hart FLP
Dist. by Creators Syndicate
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I NEED To CHANGE MY
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i Ds ONLY"
TO TFRIEN */ ogE THAT
ONE,
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www.]JohnHartStudios.
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WIZARD OF ID

©2011% John L. Hart FLP

Dist. by Creators Syndicate www . JohnHartStudios.com

OH, T SEE
“SlpH: YOU 60T ONE
ANOTHER. OF BLANCH'S
LUMP OF

AGNES
TWOULD LIKE A ROGM HEH-HEH ...
FOR MYSELF AND MY |/ SORRY THERE
GRANDDAUGHTER, 1S NO Roovy
N ATTHE 1NN,
= R

A 10 " 4
S ) \@ . =N\ ) p s
TN 2 4 :l

@A TN DIST. G REATIS.

JUST KIDDING.
~TVEALWAYS | AWEAKHEART
WANTED T0 SAY

THAT WRING

CHRISTMAS NEEK )

15 THAT YOUR
CHRISTMAS

€201 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

IT'S MORE MAIN STREET ‘
THAN WALL STREET. =

| wow. THIS 6UY
SKIPDED OFF THE
ROAD AND INTO A

KEPT HIM WARM.*

&

<)
' 4%
v AP TV
e,

s} "THE ONLY REASON HE
Z] DIDN'T FREEZE TO DEATH
WAS BECAUSE OF HIS
DOG REX, WHO CURLED
UP NEXT TO HIM AND

"AND FOR THAT ACT OF
HEROISM, THE CITY 15
AWARDING REX A

60Q 4

Aq 1510 ol

ARE YOU GONNA | NOPE, I'VE HAD | | GAasP 11 ¢ ( JEST KIDDIN', NURSE 1
PLAY SANTA AG'IN MY FILL OF
THIS YEAR, JOYFUL SONGS, |£
DOC 7 HAPPY |z
CHILDREN || )
AN’ PEACE | £ X N /=
ON |f =) Q> T
[ Cmey CAY &
g N
vohoooN
NN
H NVLAN ™ W 7
: :
— 5 ) yi wwwkingfea(uresx} n
BEETLE BAILEY
SORRY, WE HAD DON'T TELL ME YEAH, ANDHEDID A
A LITTLE HE BURNED MY JOB ON HIMSELF, TOO

ACCIDENT DINNER

INTHE

es Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

®@2011 by King Featurs

I JUST BoUGHT A DIET BoOk CALLED
REAT AS MUCH AS YOoU WANT ANP NEVER
WEIGH YOURGELF AGAIN“

How poEs

©2011 by Kno Features Svndicate. |

FIRST You HAVE
TO GET RID OF
YOLIR SCALES..,

This Date
In History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 22,
the 356th day of 2011. There are
nine days left in the year.
Winter arrives at 12:30 a.m.
Eastern time.

Today’s
History:

On Dec. 22, 1941, British
Prime Minister Winston
Churchill arrived in
Washington for a wartime con-
ference with President Franklin
D. Roosevelt.

On this date:

In 1775, Esek Hopkins was
appointed the commander-in-
chief of the Continental Navy.

In 1808, Ludwig van
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 in
C minor, Op. 67, Symphony No.
6 in F major, Op. 68, and Piano
Concerto No. 4 in G major, Op.
58, had their world premieres
in Vienna, Austria.

In 1864, during the Civil War,
Union Gen. William T. Sherman
said in a message to President
Abraham Lincoln: “I beg to
present you as a Christmas-gift
the city of Savannah.”

Highlight in

BLONDIE

. YOUR WIFE LOOKS LIKE A A~ AND THAT'S 4 HE WORKS IN OUR +—
‘( MILLION DOLLARS, DAGWCOD! AFTER TAXES! ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT
. ”b)’?rge N T = el ’

www.Blondie.com

In 1894, French army officer
Alfred Dreyfus was convicted
of treason in a court-martial
that triggered worldwide charg-
es of anti-Semitism. (Dreyfus
was eventually vindicated.)

In 1910, a fire lasting more
than 26 hours broke out at the
Chicago Union Stock Yards; 21
firefighters were killed in the
collapse of a burning building.

In 1944, during the World
War II Battle of the Bulge, U.S.
Brig. Gen. Anthony C.
McAuliffe rejected a German
demand for surrender, writing
“Nuts!” in his official reply.

In 1968, Julie Nixon married
David Eisenhower in a private
ceremony in New York.

In 1977, three dozen people
were killed when a 250-foot-
high grain elevator at the
Continental Grain Company
plant in Westwego, La., explod-
ed.

In 1984, New York City resi-
dent Bernhard Goetz shot and
wounded four youths on a
Manhattan subway, claiming
they were about to rob him.

In 1991, the body of Marine
Lt. Col. William R. Higgins, an
American hostage slain by his
terrorist captors, was found
dumped along a highway in
Lebanon.

Today’s Birthdays: Former
House Speaker Jim Wright is
89. Actor Hector Elizondo is 75.
Country singer Red Steagall is
73. Former World Bank Group
President Paul Wolfowitz is 68.
Baseball Hall-of-Famer Steve
Carlton is 67. ABC News anchor
Diane Sawyer is 66. Rock sing-
er-musician Rick Nielsen
(Cheap Trick) is 65. Rock sing-
er-musician Michael Bacon is
63. Baseball All-Star Steve
Garvey is 63. Singer Robin Gibb
is 62. Golfer Jan Stephenson is
60. Actress BernNadette Stanis
is 58. Rapper Luther Campbell
is 51. Country singer-musician
Chuck Mead is 51. Actor Ralph
Fiennes (rayf fynz) is 49.
Actress Lauralee Bell is 43.

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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TOOLING ALONG by Fred Pi
Newsday Crossword Edited by Stanley Newrnan

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 66 “Not to 11 Became 41 More than
1 Picnic dish mention . . .” disillusioned miffed
5 Meat-loaf 67 Round ender with 42 Soccer stadium
serving 68 Waits on 12 Yank shout
9 Fritter away 69 Crockpot 13 Ordinal suffix 46 Working
14 Prefix for concoction 18 Station-wagon together
conference 70 Brewpub stock descendant 48 Other half
15 _ colada 19 Self-indulgent 50 Following
16 More or less DOWN episode closely behind
17 Prospers 1 Take big steps 24 Hankering 51 Esprit de corps
20 “Patience 2 Like the typical 25 Loses firmness 52 Incantations
__virtue” company car 26 Jurisprudence 54 Stoop parts
21 Luau 3 Acid 27 Thesaurus entry: 56 Following
instruments neutralizer Abbr. closely behind
22 Transmission 4 Pint-sized 30 Nose woes 57 Something
selection 5 Abrupt rise 33 Slip into sipped with a
23 Come through 6 Cruise ships 34 More lithe scone
25 Reddish-brown 7 Pantry pests 36 Pilot’s update 59 Door fastener
horses 8 Cry of 38 Guys from 61 FDR successor
28 Do copy work contempt Glasgow 62 Amazed state
29 “Scram!” 9 Kiddie-pool 39 Chapters of 63 Airline to Oslo
31 “Now or never” user history 64 Corporate-alias
time 10 On the plane 40 Woes abbr.
32 S&L offerings
35 Grimm fiend 1 (2 |3 |4 5 |6 |7 |8 9 [0 |11 [12 [13
37 Have title to 13 15 16
38 Chows down
41 Beaded shoe, 17
for short
43 Social misfit 20
44 One to hang 33
out with
45 Much 28
47 Young woman
49 Heads for the
hills
53 Can't stomach
55 Break in some
races
58 Fill to the gills
59 Off-white
shade

60 Charlemagne’s
dominion: Abbr.

63

66

61

61 Comes to
terms 65
65 Examine 58

electronically

69

70

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2011 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM
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Legislature to overhaul
and consolidate report-
ing and gift laws for lob-
byists and elected offi-
cials, toughen reporting
requirements, ban gifts
outright and make some
violations a felony. He
said changes were need-
ed “in order for the pub-
lic’s expectation of open
and honest government
to be met.”

Combining the laws
into one simplified stat-
ute will help clear up
confusion and help pros-
ecutors if they need to
pursue a case, he said.

He advocated the gift
ban or, at the least, the
allowance of only gifts
of very low retail value.
Under his recommenda-
tions, elected officials
should accept “noth-
ing — you can accept a
handshake and that’s
it,” Montgomery said.

He said he wants a law
to require quarterly fi-
nancial reporting, up
from the current yearly
mandate, and an online
system for easier com-
pliance.

In addition to a pos-
sible felony charge for
“knowing and intention-
al” violations, Montgom-
ery wants clarifications
that allow misdemeanor
criminal or civil penal-
ties for reckless report-
ing failures. He suggest-
ed that legislative staff
attorneys be removed
from their role advising
lawmakers, to avoid any
attorney-client privilege
issues.

Federal authorities are
separately investigating
other aspects of the Fies-
ta Bowl scandal, includ-
ing an alleged scheme
to reimburse employees
for political contribu-
tions. One former execu-
tive has been charged in
that case.

The county attorney’s
probe was prompted by
an internal bowl inves-
tigation into illegal po-
litical contributions and
lavish spending by top
bowl officials. Montgom-
ery took over the case af-
ter the Arizona Attorney
General’s office declared
a conflict of interest.

That internal probe,
released in March, listed
many current or former
lawmakers as the recipi-
ents of game tickets or
free trips. Many failed
to report them on their
disclosure reports. The
Fiesta Bowl asked politi-
cians whoreceived more
than $161,000 worth of
free trips or game tick-
ets to explain how they
benefited the tax-exempt
group, and implied it
may seek repayment if
the expenditures can’t
be justified. Some had

already done so.

Montgomery investi-
gated 28 current or for-
mer state lawmakers,
three elected officials
who are not legislators,
and three prominent lob-
byists. The politicians
were split about evenly
between Democrats and
Republicans.

The 8-month probe in-
volved going through
4,000 pages of documents
that included nearly 10
years of financial disclo-
sure statements, Mont-
gomery said.

Senate President Steve
Pierce, a Republican, re-
ferred inquiries to the
spokesman for the cham-
ber’s Republicans, who
was not immediately
available. House Minor-
ity Leader Chad Camp-
bell said in a statement
that Democrats support
the ethics reforms and
gift bans that Montgom-
ery outlined.

The county attorney
said some lawmakers
told his office that they
accepted the trips as am-
bassadors of the state,
not for personal benefit
or enjoyment. Some dis-
closed them routinely,
while others failed to do
so until the scandal hit
and then filed amended
reports. Former state
Senate President Rus-
sell Pearce typically dis-
closed all gifts, tickets
and trips, but not the
Fiesta Bowl trips, which
Montgomery said could
indicate the Republican
legislator believed he
did not have to report
those items.

“There were some leg-
islators who were angry
that I was investigat-
ing them because they
thought it was clear
they had done nothing
wrong,” Montgomery
said.

Topping the recipients
were Pearce, who re-
ceived more than $39,000
in tickets, trips and oth-
er freebies. From 2002
through 2009, Pearce
went on VIP trips spon-
sored by the Fiesta Bowl
to games in Denver, San
Francisco, Chicago, At-
lanta, Pasadena, Boston
and Dallas. Other top re-
cipients were former Re-
publican lawmaker Rob-
ert Blendu with $17,213,
and Democratic state
Sen. Linda Lopez with
$16,877.

Longtime bowl Presi-
dent and CEO John
Junker was fired after
the internal investiga-
tion. On June 13, the
bowl hired University
of Arizona President
Robert Shelton to lead
the efforts to repair its
reputation. The bowl’s
lawyer said it has been
cooperating with local,
state and federal inves-
tigations and made sub-
stantial changes.
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e General Practice
* Family

* Custody

¢ Civil

¢ Criminal

¢ Divorce Law

e DWT’s

* Real Estate Law

226831

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS

e Over 25 years overall experience e Certified Public Accountant
e Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
* Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,

American Bar Assoc.
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c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142

501Greyy St.
Big Spring, Tx.
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and a “high octane” offense
designed to take the Big East
by storm.

It never happened as the
Panthers struggled adapting
from Wannstedt’s pro-style ap-
proach to Graham’s modified
spread attack. Pitt allowed 57
sacks this season, easily the
most in the FBS, and Graham
drew the ire of the fan base for
shifting blame from himself
to quarterback Tino Sunseri.

The growing pains led to
a wildly uneven season in
which the Panthers let winna-
ble games slip away. Pitt held
double-digit second-half leads
over Iowa, Cincinnati and ri-
val West Virginia only to col-
lapse in the final minutes.

Chryst will be tasked with
helping the Panthers learn to
finish, something that wasn’t
a problem for the Badgers
since the former Wisconsin
quarterback joined then coach
Barry Alvarez’s staff in 2005.
He stayed on after Alvarez was
replaced by Brett Bielema.

STATE COLLEGE (AP) —
About two dozen fans gathered
briefly outside Joe Paterno’s
home Wednesday night to wish
the former Penn State coach a
happy 85th birthday and sing a
Christmas carol.

Paterno’s son, quarterback
coach Jay Paterno, thanked the
crowd on behalf of his father. He
said that because of chemother-
apy Paterno was a little weak so
he couldn’t come outside.

JoePaternohasbeen diagnosed
with what his family has called a
treatable form of lung cancer.

“Happy birthday JoePa, Hap-
py Birthday JoePa ... and many
more,” the fans serenaded sev-
eral times to the tune of the tra-
ditional birthday song during
their seven-minute visit. Most of
the gathering, which included a

few children, stayed on the side-
walk and just off the Paternos’
property, about 30 feet from the
front door.

Wearing rain slickers or hood-
ed jackets, most fans gathered
at a statue dedicated to Paterno
outside Beaver Stadium and
made the roughly 15-minute
walk to Paterno’s modest ranch
home near the end of a dead-end
street.

The property is decorated with
bright Christmas lights.

Fans said they began plan-
ning the visit about two weeks
ago. They also delivered cards
as part of a drive from a Penn
State alumni group in Baltimore
to send Paterno 109,000 birthday
cards — a number nearly identi-
cal to the capacity of Beaver Sta-
dium.
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THERE'S STILL TIMETO
WRAP UP A GREAT DEAL.

Don't miss your last chance to find the perfect gift on
America’s Fastest, Most Reliable 4G Network.

UGE

DROID CHARGE

by Samsung

Access to 300,000
Android Market™ apps

OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER!

519999

No rebate required.

UHGE

NEW! Galaxy Nexus
by Samsung

Android with Super AMOLED™
and Google+

$29999

No rebate required.

UGE

NEW! Samsung
Stratosphere™

Android™ with a slide-out
QWERTY keyboard

OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER!

59999

$149.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

TWICE THE DATA. SAME LOW PRICE.

For a limited time, when you buy anew 4G LTE smartphone.

2GB

of data

is now STILL ON

LY

4 GB el

monthly access when added to
avoice plan (plus other charges) *

All phones require new 2-yr. activation & data pak. While supplies last.

1.800.256.4646 +« VERIZONWIRELESS.COM/HOLIDAY « VZW.COM/STORELOCATOR

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 15.3% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 16¢ Regulatory & 83¢
Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes details: 1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes & our surcharges could add

6% — 40% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination
fee/line & add'l charges for extra minutes, data sent/received & device capabilities. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available
everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months.

IN COLLABORATION WITH

Alcatel-Lucent @

LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in 179 cities & 114 airports in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related
companies. Used under license. Double your data applies to data paks 2 GB or higher. © 2011 Verizon Wireless.
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Visit These Merchants For

All Your Last Minute
Shopping Needs!

Bob's Gustom Woodwork
Forget getting
-~

out in the
rain or show i

to open the S
Garage Door! "’
Buy That Special Someone
A Lift Master Garage
Door Opener!

229640

» Garage Doors * Entry Doors
» Storm Doors * And Hardware!

432-261-5811

Cifts Herel

UpTOWN

SAlON & DAy Spa

Give A Gift for Body,
Mind & Spirit ...

| 1/2 Hour Heated Stone
Massage *75

All gift certificates purchased before Dec 24
will receive a peppermint foot exfoliation at
no extra charge!

Mﬂ?ﬁ)\l

TRANQUILITY PROFESSIONAL

MASSAGE

Located at Big Spring Health Food Store
1305 1/2 Scurry * Big Spring, Tx
466-3553 or 263-1949

SHARON M. SMITH, LMT
Tx. Dept. of State Health
Services #MT16506

“THOUSANDS OF
MASSAGES PROVIDED
OVER THE PAST
16 YEARS.”

Open Late &
Thursdays until 7 pm
Tor All\Your, Christmas
Needs!

Regular Hours Mon.-Sat. 11am-6pm

(e feavats Pa.t.'c.f-f_.-
1 %

Own A Piece Of History Today.

* Authentic Ancient Biblical Coins

* Mentioned in book of Mark Chapter 12
* Hand-made 14K Gold Frames

* Certificate of Authenticity

Mon.-Fri. 9:30 am-5:30 pm

Open Saturday 9:30am-3:30pm |

www.thekaratpatch.com

997 E. FM 700
432-267-1480

r [ | H_ NN BN N N

Fill their Stockings
with a Gift Card!

» Massage ¢ Couple’s Massage

* Hair Cut, Color & Style « Facials
* Chemical Peels « Manicures

* Pedicures  Waxing

Mon.-Fri 10am-6pm Sat. 10 am-3pm
www.myfaveplace.net

>4‘""55713 Gregg SL. 432-263-3283 °

A
-

%/ Pictare Perfect
Scrapbooking

Our Gift Certificates
Make “Crafty” Gifts
And Stocking Stuffers!

Glirdstrnas. |

108 W. Marcy Dr.
432-264-9333 _. ;’
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