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Balloon launch to focus attention on child abuse prevention

What: Child abuse 
awareness program

Where: Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center’s front lawn

When: 6 p.m. Thursday, 
April 14, 2016

Special to the Herald

April is Child Abuse Aware-
ness Prevention Month and, 
in recognition, Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center and other 
local agencies have joined to-
gether to put on the third an-
nual Child Abuse Awareness 
Prevention Ceremony. 

A balloon release ceremo-
ny will take place at 6 p.m. 
Thursday on the front lawn 
of Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center. 

This year, the event is co-
sponsored by CASA of West 
Texas, High Sky Children’s 
Ranch, Bikers Against Child 
Abuse (BACA), Child Protec-
tive Services, Howard County 

Child Welfare Board, Depart-
ment of Family Services, Mid-
land Rape Crisis & Children’s 
Advocacy Center, Victim’s 
Services and SMMC.

“Over the past couple of 
years we have been able to see 
a decrease in child abuse cas-
es, but the number is still too 
high,” said Kathy Harmon, 
CASA marketing specialist. 

“Until we can get rid of child 
abuse completely, that is one 
to many children affected.”

This is the third year for 
the event and it continues to 
grow. 

Once again, live music will 
be provided by Loco Motives. 
The SMMC Auxillary Group 

See ABUSE, Page 3

Let’s be careful out there

File photo

The Russ McEwen Family Aquatic Center will open for the summer when the annual Splash-In 
is held June 4.

Fun and safety to go hand in hand when aquatic 
center opens this summer, city officials promise

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

With summer rapidly approach-
ing, many area families are look-
ing forward to fun afternoons at the 
Russ McEwen Aquatic Center, and 
city officials want to assure those 
people that fun and safety will be 
provided in equal measure.

During their Tuesday meeting, 
Big Spring City Council members 
engaged in a lengthy discussion 
on how to reassure visitors to the 
aquatic centers that officials are 
taking all necessary steps to ensure 
accidents or injuries will be mini-
mized, if not altogether eliminated.

In the course of approving the 
city’s annual contract with the 
YMCA to provide lifeguards this 
summer at the aquatic center, coun-
cil members expressed a desire that 
the people tasked with watching 
over young swimmers are as well-
versed as possible on proper safety 
and health procedures.

Lifeguards certified under the 
YMCA program are trained to deal 
with a variety of emergency condi-
tions, but city officials expressed 
a desire for the city to expand that 
training further.

“A lot of things we do here (in 
council meetings) might appear 
to be inconsequential, but this is 

vital for the safety of children and 
patrons (at the center),” District 6 
Councilmember Jim DePauw said. 
“We will have a bunch of teenaged 
lifeguards out there this summer, 
and for a lot of them, it’ll be their 
first job, so I propose we have an 
orientation program for those folks 
that focuses on safety … Wouldn’t 
it be a nice feather in our cap if we 
were able to say at the end of the 
summer that no one got injured at 
the aquatic center?”

“I think an orientation is a great 
way to jump-start this,” Mayor 
Larry McLellan added. “From our

See COUNCIL, Page 3

Former
governor
endorses
arrington
By AMANDA ELSTON
Managing Editor

Jody Arrington’s campaign can now 
boast the endorsement of someone all 
Texans will recognize,  former Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry.

“There is a very important runoff elec-
tion in the 19th Congressional District to 
select who can best represent 
the energy, agriculture, and 
national security interests of 
West Texas and the Big Coun-
try,” said Perry. “I want y’all 
to know I am standing firmly 
with Jodey Arrington.”

Arrington’s campaign an-
nounced the endorsement 
Monday morning with Perry 
appearing with Arrington on 
the radio show West Texas Drive on 580 
FM Monday afternoon.

“We need leaders who get real results,” 
said Perry. “That’s why I’m so strongly 
supporting Jodey Arrington and joined 
him on the campaign trail in Lubbock 
this week.”

Along with the radio show, Arrington 
hosted a reception Monday night with 
Perry. 

“Well first of all, it’s a tremendous hon-
or for me personally,” Arrington said of 
the endorsement on West Texas Drive. 
“The governor has been a stalwart of 
conservative leaders for our great state, 
longest-serving governor in the history 
of Texas and under his leadership has 
made Texas, quite frankly, the exemplar 
for freedom and opportunity among the 
states in the Union.”

Arrington is facing Lubbock Mayor 
Glen Robertson in the May 24 runoff 
election. Robertson recently received 
the endorsement of former District 19 
candidate Dr. Donald May. 

Early voting for the election is the week 
of May 16-20 with Election Day May 24.

Perry

Chamber’s candidate forum set for Monday
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Voters will get the chance 
to hear municipal and college 
board candidates address the 
issues at a public forum set for 
Monday.

The candidate forum, spon-
sored by the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce, is set 

for 6 p.m. in the 
Hall Center for the 
Arts on the How-
ard College Cam-
pus, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane.  

“The chamber 
is encouraging 
everyone to come 
out and meet each 

of the candidates in the may-
oral, city council and Howard 
College board of trustee races,” 
Chamber Executive Director 
Debbye ValVerde said.

“We will allow each candi-
date to speak for 10 minutes,” 
ValVerde added. “This will not

See FORUM, Page 3

ValVerde
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Verona Ida Riegel
Verona “Ronnie” Riegel passed 
away.

She was born on May 3, 1920 
in Pittsylvania County, Va. and 
died on April 10, 2016 in Prescott. 
Ariz. She moved there in 2012 to 
be near her son Phillip. 

“Ronnie” had a lifelong career 
in nursing, having been trained 
as an U.S. Army nurse. She 
served in World War II then 
got her BS in nursing from the 
University of Virginia. She also 

served in the Korean War and then continued as 
a RN in the Veteran’s Administration until her 
retirement as Chief of Nursing at the Big Spring 
VA in 1977. She lived in Big Spring from 1974 until 
2012 having made some very close friends who 
have missed her greatly since moving. 

Ronnie enjoyed working in her yard and tak-
ing drives on the farm roads of West Texas. She 
will be buried at Trinity Memorial Park later this 
year. Verona was a devoted nurse and mother, but 
mostly a beautiful person. She is survived by her 
son, Phillip Riegel of Prescott, Ariz., and daughter, 
Lenda Issel of Santa Rosa,, Calif.

Paid obituary

Marie Lillian Johnke
Marie Lillian Johnke, 84, of 

Lubbock formerly of Big Spring 
died Friday, April 1, 2016 in Lub-
bock.  No services are planned.

She was born March 21, 1932 to 
Virgil Hort and Claude Majors 
in Big Spring. She was raised 
on a farm north of Big Spring 
and raised her children there 
as well. She married Marvin E. 

Johnke and he preceded her in death.  She moved 
to Lubbock 15 years ago.   She  was a Baptist.

She is survived by one son, Marlin Johnke and 
wife Maria of Lubbock; one daughter, Barbara Bal-
lard; and two granddaughters. In addition to her 
husband, she was preceded in death by her son in 
law, Bill Ballard and one granddaughter, Adrianna 
Johnke.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• MICHAEL ANTHONY ESCANUELA, 23, of 
2311 Roberts Drive was arrested on warrants for 
failure to appear, disregarding a stop sign, expired 
registration, failure to maintain financial respon-
sibility, and theft, greater than $500 but less than 
$1,500 from buildings.

• JUAN FRANCISCO GARCIA JR, 24, of 1402 
Mt Vernon Avenue was arrested on charges of 
duty on striking unattended vehicle and theft of 
service, greater than $500 but less than $1,500.

• NOEL GARCIA, III, 34, of 2301 Alabama was 
arrested on a warrant for driving with invalid 

license. 
• QUENTIN REID GASTON, 18, of 1805 Old 

Colorado City was arrested on warrants for public 
intoxication and a warrant from another agency.

• MINOR ACCIDENT was reported in the 2000 
block of Alabama.

• THEFT was reported in the 3600 block of W 
Hwy 80, the 1000 block of S Scurry, and the 2000 
block of S Gregg Street.

• DISTURBANCE was reported in the 1800 block 
of N Birdwell Lane.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 
2600 block of Fairchild Lane and the 3600 block of 
W Hwy 80.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 75 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ALVIN PHILLIP ALLEN, 52, was booked by 
the HCSO on a warrant for failure to identify with 
fugitive intent.

• JEFFREY PAUL CARTER, 51, was booked by 
the HCSO on warrants for burglary of building, 
unauthorized use of a vehicle, and criminal mis-
chief, greater than $750 but less than $2,500.

• MICHAEL ANTHONY ESCANUELA, 23, was 
booked by the BSPD on warrants for theft of prop-
erty, greater than $500 but less than $1,500, viola-
tion of promise to appear, disregarding a stop sign, 
expired registration, and failure to maintain finan-
cial responsibility. 

• JUAN FRANCISCO GARCIA, JR, 24, was 
booked by the BSPD on a warrant for theft of ser-
vices, greater than $500 but less than $1,500, and a 
charge of duty on striking unattended vehicle.

• NOEL GARICA, III, 34, as booked by the BSPD 
on a warrant for driving while license invalid.

• QUENTIN REID GASTON, 18, was booked by 
the BSPD on warrants for failure to maintain 
financial responsibility and public intoxication.

• JACKIE TRUETT HOLMES, III, 34, was 
booked by the HCSO on a warrant for MTR/poses-
sion of a controlled substance, less than one 
gram.

• LLOYDELL ARMSEY IRONROPE, 38, was 
booked by the BSPD on warrants for assault - 
physical contact and failure to identify.

• NGOC ELM NGUYEN, 60, was booked by the 
HCSO on warrants for possession of gambling 
device/equipment, keeping a gambling place, and 
gambling promotion.

• VICTOR PEREZ-ORNELAS, 33, was booked 
by the HCSO on a warrant for driving while intox-
icated.

• AARON BERTON VICARS, 23, was booked by 
the HCSO on a warrant for bail jumping and fail-
ure to appear.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-

cussion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 
until 7:30 p.m. Newcomers’ meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries has a faith-based 
support group for those who need help finding and 
continuing to walk down the path God has for each 
of us. Meetings are at 11 a.m. until noon and again 
at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. The classes take place at Spring 
Tabernacle Ministries, located at 1209 Wright St.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-
in is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• A Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support 
group meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical 
Center Veteran’s Healing Center.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 
8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/
speakers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birth-
day night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday 
of each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 
p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11 

a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m. 
until 8 p.m.

MONDAY
•  Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees it, 615 

Settles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

•  VA Alcoholics Anonymous support group, 7-8 
p.m., Veterans Healing Center.

• Reformers Unanimous International is a faith-
based addictions program helping people find free-
dom from addiction. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. 
Enter at the main entrance of the church.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. 

This is a group for all Parkinson’s disease patients, 
spouses and caregivers. 

For more information about the support group or 
about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell at 
the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942

•  VA Alcoholics Anonymous support group, 7:30-
8:30 p.m., Veterans Healing Center.
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Marie Lillian Johnke, 
84, died Friday, April 
1, 2016 in Lubbock.  No 
services are planned.

Charles Myers
Attorney At Law

Family Law And 
Criminal Law

Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
222735

BIG SPRING HIGH SCHOOL - CLASS OF 1966 
Help Us Find These Missing Classmates 

Contact:  Terry Hansen – 432-263-2616   Email: thansen48@yahoo.com 
 
Faustino Armendariz 
 Pat (Ball) Hutcheson 
 John Benefield 
 Kay (Berryhill) Harris-Sikes 
 Bobby Brewer 
 Joanne Brewer 
 Lena Brown 
 William Charles Brown 
 Carol (Bullard) Willett 
 Michael Carey 
 Cathy (Conner) Longthorpe 
 Johnny Cooper 
 Terry Daughtery 
 Ruby Duncan 
 Christene   Earp 
 Linda (Hamill) Brown 
 Linda (Hauser) Hallenstein 
 Robert Hicks 
 Suzy (Hubbard) Uebelhart 
 Connie Johnson 

 Richard Johnston 
 Janet Jones 
 Mickey Kelly 
 Frank Kenitzer 
 Karen Kenning 
 Joe Kropp 
 Sue (Lee) Spargo 
 Stephen Lewis 
 Deborah Mabin 
 Jan Martin 
 Lydia Muñoz Martinez 
Chabarria 
 Judy (McDonald) Wood 
 Nita (Medley) Stennett 
 Lou Ann (Misek) Homer 
 Helen (Moncada) Painter 
 Manuella (Montanez) 
Camarillo 
 Thomas Nicolai 
 Gregg Olson 

 Esther Pena 
 Sheryl (Perkinson) Rhoades 
 James Pettit 
 Susan (Rader) Estes 
 Regina Rhoades 
 Dona (Ray) Rogers 
 Sherry (Root) Dills 
 David Schaffer 
 James Seitman 
 John Seitman 
 John Seitzler 
 Michael Shareck 
 Catarino Sotelo 
 Georgia (Spalding) Shores 
 Sharon (Steyer) Naylor 
 Nina Thomas 
 Richard True 
 Ernest Turner 
 John Walker 
 Marilyn Wheeler 

267309

FORUM
Continued from Page 1

be a question-and-an-
swer forum. The audi-
ence will be able to meet 
one on one with the can-
didates prior to or after 
the forum.”

Letters have gone out 
to all candidates. Can-
didates who have not 
responded or received a 
letter are urged to con-
tact ValVerde today.

In the race for City 
Council District 5, 
Becky Winters, a lo-
cal business owner, is 
challenging incumbent 

Raul Benavides. In the 
other municipal race, 
voters will decide be-
tween incumbent Larry 
McLellan and Shannon 
Thomason in the may-
oral election.

The Howard Col-
lege Board of Trustees 
race drew an unusual 
amount of interest from 
the community this 
year. In the Precinct 1 
race, long-time trustee 
Michael Flores is run-
ning against Steve Es-
canuelas. Precinct 2 also 
drew two candidates, 
Mark Morgan and Greg 
Moore. Both men are 
attempting to win their 

first term on the board. 
The two at-large posi-
tions up for election 
drew three candidates 
— Adriel Saldivar and 
Ryan Williams, who 
were appointed to the 
board last fall to fill va-
cancies, and long-time 
educator Patricia Ben-
nett. 

Early voting in the 
municipal and school 
elections begins April 
25 and runs through 
May 3. Election day is 
May 7.

“The Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
does not endorse candi-
dates, “ said ValVerde. 

“But we do support our 
members and hope that 
the candidates look at 
what issues our local 
businesses, education, 
agriculture and other 
entities are faced with at 
this time and what will 
they see for the future.” 

COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1

standpoint, it’s impor-
tant people go through 
orientations so they’re 
aware of things that 
might occur and what is 
expected of them as em-
ployees of the city.”

City Manager Todd 

Darden noted that grad-
uates of the YMCA life-
guard program already 
are trained to deal with 
a variety of potential 
situations, and are rou-
tinely briefed by city 
personnel over rules 
and procedures. How-
ever, he added extra ori-
entation could be very 
helpful.

“We have our orienta-

tion and the Y has their 
orientation,” Darden 
said. “It is incumbent 
upon us to give new peo-
ple an orientation and 
go through our expecta-
tions for people who will 
be working for the city, 
whether on a part-time 
or full-time basis.”

Darden was quick 
to add, however, that 
lifeguards provided by 

the YMCA have always 
proved to be up for the 
tasks given them.

“We are talking about 
a group of 16 -and-17-
year-olds who have 
some of the same basic 
responsibilities as fire-
fighters,” Darden said. 
“I think they have al-
ways lived up to our ex-
pectations as far as sav-
ing lives and keeping 

people safe.”
In other business 

Tuesday, council ap-
proved:

• The city’s annual fi-
nancial report and the 
audit of the Economic 
Development Corp.

• Renaming Royal 
Coast Lane in the High-
land South subdivision 

to Holland Grace.
• A resolution provid-

ing healthcare insur-
ance to qualified retir-
ees and their families.

• The purchase of a 
new police vehicle.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 235 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

ABUSE
Continued from Page 1

has once again donated 
teddy bears to be used 
in the Teddy Bear Clin-
ic and the agencies in-
volved will provide dif-

ferent activities for the 
children to take part in. 
This year, the Howard 
County Child Welfare 
Board will provide a ka-
raoke corner.  

“This has been an 
event that has contin-
ued to evolve over the 
years, which is a great 

thing because it shows 
that more people are 
becoming aware of the 
issue,” aid Amanda Du-
forat, SMMC marketing 
manager. “This year, 
we were able to make it 
more child friendly. We 
want this to be some-
thing for the entire fam-

ily. Child abuse is some-
thing that effects the 
entire community and 
we need to make sure 
that the awareness is 
raised at all age levels.”

In addition to the bal-
loon release, informa-
tional booths will be set 
up by the supporting 

agencies.
“Child abuse is a topic 

that most would like to 
ignore, but it’s time to 
stop hiding and stop ig-
noring the facts. Child 
abuse is an issue in 
our community and the 
more awareness we can 
bring to it, the closer we 

are to stopping it,” Har-
mon said. “This event is 
geared toward raising 
that awareness, but do-
ing so in a way that the 
entire family can get in-
volved.”

For more information 
about this event, contact 
Duforat at 432-268-4699. 

Take Note Texas news in brief
Texas ‘affluenza’ teen heads to adult 
court

DALLAS (AP) — A Texas teenager who used 
an “affluenza” defense in a fatal drunken-driving 
wreck will appear Wednesday in adult court for the 
first time.

Ethan Couch, who turned 19 on Monday, will ap-
pear before a Fort Worth judge who could order 
more jail time as part of the terms of Couch’s adult 
probation. Prosecutors and court officials declined 
to confirm the nature of the hearing, saying the 
judge has issued a gag order.

Couch got 10 years’ probation in juvenile court 
for a June 2013 wreck that left four dead and two 
severely injured. He landed in jail after he fled with 
his mother, Tonya, to Mexico when a video sur-
faced online showing Couch apparently at a party 
where alcohol was being served. Drinking alcohol 
is a violation of Couch’s probation. The two were 
apprehended in Mexico in December and brought 
back to Texas in January.

Surgery separates 
infant conjoined twins

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) — Surgery at a 
South Texas hospital has separated two 10-month-
old sisters born conjoined below the waist.

Driscoll Children’s Hospital spokesman Jeff 
Salzgeber says the hourslong operation began 
Tuesday morning.

Ximena (huh-MEE-nuh) and Scarlett Hernandez-
Torres shared a colon and bladders that will be re-
constructed. Their identical triplet sister, Catalina, 
was born without serious health issues.

The hospital staff has cared for the conjoined girls 
since they were transferred to the Corpus Christi 
facility hours after birth.

Dr. Haroon Patel says a team of specialists had 
been working for months to prepare for the sur-
gery, which lasted about 15 hours.

A hospital statement says doctors have a positive 
outlook for the children’s recovery. The girls will 
require additional surgeries as they grow.

Worker killed in trash compactor 
accident near San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 26-year-old worker has 
died after getting caught in a trash compactor in an 
accident near San Antonio.

Bexar (bayr) County Sheriff’s Office spokeswom-

an Rosanne Hughes said that the man, who worked 
for Metro Waste Systems, became trapped in the 
back of a garbage collection truck Tuesday.

Hughes identified the victim as 26-year-old Ben-
jamin Garza.

The sheriff’s office is investigating the death as 
an accident.

San Antonio area hit with 
hail, rain during overnight storms

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Hail as big as grapefruits 
has left behind broken windows and other storm 
damage in parts of South Texas.

The National Weather Service says the San Anto-
nio area has a chance for additional thunderstorms 
through Wednesday.

Hail fell over much of north Bexar (bayr) County 
on Tuesday night, with forecasters saying an area 
near Helotes (hel-OH’-tis) recorded hail the size of 
grapefruits. San Antonio International Airport re-
ceived more than an inch of rain.

Authorities had no immediate reports of anyone 
hurt. Bexar County sheriff’s spokesman James 
Keith says at least nine law enforcement vehicles 
sustained hail damage.

Scattered street flooding was reported in San An-
tonio.

Forecasters say the Houston area also faced lin-
gering thunderstorms through Wednesday and 
some high-water road issues following overnight 
rain.

2 die in Houston-area hit-and-run 
wreck during street racing

HOUSTON (AP) — Investigators are seeking the 
driver of a pickup truck blamed for a Houston-area 
hit-and-run street racing accident that left two peo-
ple dead.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office says the wreck 
happened Tuesday night and the male driver ran 
from the scene.

Authorities say the fugitive’s truck slammed into 
a car that was not involved in the racing between 
stoplights on a feeder road along a parkway. A man 
and a woman in the car died at the scene.

Investigators say two men were in another ve-
hicle that allegedly was racing with the truck. Au-
thorities say those two men checked on the victims 
but then drove away. They’re also being sought.

Names of the victims weren’t immediately re-
leased.

• Photographs of area military personnel 
—currently on the job or veterans — going 
about their daily life are currently being 
sought by the July 3 Pops in the Park commit-
tee to be used in a military tribute during the 
event.

The candid photos will be used during the 
photographic military salute portion of the 
Independence Day celebration. 

Any wishing to provide photographs for 
the tribute can e-mail digital copies in a jpeg 
format to popsinthe park2016@yahoo.com. 
Submissions must be sent by June 15. Also, 
photographs can be dropped off at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, 215 West 
Third St. to be scanned in during normal busi-
ness hours. The person must leave a name and 
contact number with each submission. 

•Dora Roberts Community Center is hosting 
a clinic on May 2nd, 2016 at 100 Whipkey Drive 
for Big Spring and Howard County residents 
to learn about their risk for cardiovascular 
disease, osteoporosis, diabetes, and other 
chronic, serious condition with affordable 
screenings by Life Line Screening. Screenings 
are affordable, convenient, and accessible for 
wheelchairs and those with trouble walking. 
Packages start at $149, but consultants will 
work with you to create a package that is right 
for you based on your age and risk factors. Call 
1-877-237-1287 for more information.

• The Howard County A&M Club is accepting 
applications from high school students who 
are graduating this May and have been accept-
ed at Texas A&M University for the Fall 2016 
semester. Students must be Howard county 
residents and will enroll for at least 12 hours. 
Application deadline is April 15. Application 
deadline for current A&M students is June 1.

More information and the application can be 
found of the club website: www.westexags.com

• Seniors and mature adults are invited to 
a dance on the first, third and fifth Friday of 
each month at the Dora Roberts Community 
Center.

Dances are from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. with 
live bands. No alcohol or smoking permitted. 
There will be a pot luck as well so bring a dish 
if you want to eat. Cost is $8 per person.



The U.S. Department of 
Energy published data 
last week with some 
amazing revelations — 

so amazing that most Americans 
will find them 
hard to believe. 
As a nation, the 
United States 
reduced its carbon 
emissions by 2 
percent from last 
year. Over the past 
14 years, our car-
bon emissions are 
down more than 10 
percent. On a per-
unit-of-GDP basis, 
U.S. carbon emis-
sions are down by 
closer to 20 percent.

Even more stunning: We’ve 
reduced our carbon emissions 
more than virtually any other 
nation in the world, including 
most of Europe.

How can this be? The answer 
isn’t that the EPA has regulated 
CO2 out of the economy. With 
strict emission standards, the 
EPA surely has started to stran-
gle our domestic industries, 
such as coal, and our electric 
utilities. But that’s not the big 
story here.

The primary reason carbon 
emissions are falling is because 
of hydraulic fracturing — or 
fracking. Fracking technology 
for shale oil and gas drilling is 
supposed to be evil. Some states 
have outlawed it. Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders have come 
out against it in recent weeks. 
Schoolchildren have been bom-
barded with green propaganda 
about all the catastrophic conse-

quences of fracking.
They are mostly lies. Frack-

ing is simply a new way to get 
at America’s vast storehouse of 
tens of trillions of dollars worth 
of shale oil and gas that lies be-
neath us, coast to coast — from 
California to upstate New York. 
Fracking produces massive 
amounts of natural gas, and, as a 
consequence, natural gas prices 
have fallen in the past decade 
from above $8 per million BTUs 
to closer to $2 this year — a 75 
percent reduction — due to the 
spike in domestic supplies.

This free fall in prices means 
that America is using far more 
natural gas for heating and 
electricity and much less coal. 
Here is how the International 
Energy Agency put it: “In the 
United States, (carbon) emis-
sions declined by 2 percent, as a 
large switch from coal to natural 
gas use in electricity generation 
took place.”It also observes that 
the decline “was offset by in-
creasing emissions in most other 
Asian developing economies and 
the Middle East, and also a mod-
erate increase in Europe.” We 
are growing faster than they are 
and reducing emissions more 
than they are, yet these are the 
nations that lecture us on pollut-
ing. Go figure.

Here at home, this market-
driven transition has caused a 
pro-natural gas celebration by 
the green groups, right?

Hardly. 
Groups like the Sierra Club 

and their billionaire disciples 
have bet the farm on wind and 
solar power. They’ve launched 
anti-fracking campaigns and 

“beyond natural gas” advertis-
ing campaigns. But wind and so-
lar are hopelessly uncompetitive 
when natural gas is so plentiful 
and so cheap. So are electric 
cars.

The media also have gotten 
this story completely wrong. 
Last week The New York Times 
celebrated the DOE’s emissions 
findings as evidence that gov-
ernmental iron-fist policies are 
working to stop global warming. 
For the first time “since the start 
of the Industrial Revolution,” 
the Times argued, “GDP growth 
and carbon emissions have been 
decoupled.”

The Times pretends that this 
development is because of green 
energy, but that’s a fantasy. 
Wind and solar still account for 
only 3 percent of U.S. energy.

So here is the real story in a 
flash: Thanks to fracking and 
horizontal drilling technologies, 
we are producing more natural 
gas than ever before. Natural gas 
is a wonder fuel: It is cheap. It is 
abundant. America has more of 
it than anyone else — enough to 
last several hundred years. And 
it is clean-burning. Even Nancy 
Pelosi inadvertently admitted 
this several years ago before 
someone had to whisper in her 
ear that, um, natural gas is a fos-
sil fuel.

Meanwhile, the left has de-
clared war on a technology that 
has done more to reduce carbon 
emissions and real pollution 
emissions than all the green 
programs ever invented. Maybe 
the reason is that they aren’t so 
much against pollution as they 
are against progress.

Larry Campbell, a former 
cop and former mayor 
of Van-
couver, 

British Columbia, 
was appalled as 
he came to San 
Francisco to 
advocate a bill 
that would allow 
California cities 
to open safe injec-
tion centers like 
the one in his city 
for intravenous 
drug users. He’d 
“never seen the 
number of people sleeping on the 
street,” he told the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle editorial board, 
that he saw as he walked a few 
blocks from his Market Street 
hotel. He saw open drug dealing. 
“There’s nobody hiding here.”

I asked Campbell whether he 
thought he should have seen 
some arrests. “Yes,” he re-
sponded. “I think you need to get 
control.” Campbell says he saw 
only two police officers. In Van-
couver, you’d see many more 
police, and they’d direct addicts 
to Insite, he said.

No other North American city 
has opened a “supervised injec-
tion site” since Insite opened its 
doors in 2003, but that may be 
about to change. Ottawa is look-
ing at opening similar facilities. 
Ditto Ithaca, New York. Califor-
nia Assemblywoman Susan Tal-
amantes Eggman has introduced 
a bill to allow California cities 
to open up such facilities, even 
though drugs such as heroin and 
other injected controlled sub-
stances will remain illegal under 

federal law.
“I can tell you bluntly, there 

is no downside,” Campbell, now 
a Canadian senator, told the 
Chronicle. Crime did not rise 
in the blocks closest to Insite. 
Needle litter is down. Users 
enter the clinic with their own 
illegally obtained drugs, avail 
themselves of clean syringes and 
other paraphernalia, and then 
shoot up in a safe, clean environ-
ment away from the streets. Us-
ers have access to a detox center 
and treatment referrals. There 
have been 2 million injections 
since Insite opened, but not a 
single overdose death.

Why should San Francisco 
follow suit as Supervisor David 
Campos proposes? (Mayor Ed 
Lee is opposed.) Campbell asked 
rhetorically, “Can it get any 
worse?” Over the phone, Campos 
said the same thing.

California Assemblywoman 
Melissa Melendez opposes the 
Eggman bill for a host of rea-
sons. She sees the notion as “en-
abling” and can’t believe anyone 
wants to use tax dollars “to pay 
medical personnel to watch 
people shoot up.” Surely, there 
are better uses of tax dollars — 
such as rehabilitation programs.

I worry about how programs 
keep moving the bar to accom-
modate increasingly self-de-
structive behavior.

In 1997, I visited a San Francis-
co needle exchange center in the 
Mission and was impressed by 
what I saw. Users brought care-
fully bundled used needles — 
1,615 of them — and thus showed 
they cared enough to take care 
of themselves. The mantra of 

social workers, which Eggman 
repeated to me over the phone, is 
essential: “Every life matters.” 
In exchange for showing up and 
responsibly disposing of their 
needles, users received clean 
syringes and the chance to have 
a volunteer treat an abscess and 
give them vitamins and a medi-
cal or treatment referral. The 
San Francisco AIDS Foundation 
credited the program with help-
ing to prevent pediatric AIDS 
cases in the city in 1995 and 1996.

Over time, San Francisco’s 
needle exchange program 
morphed into a needle access 
program, as users no longer had 
to produce a dirty syringe to get 
the first 20 clean needles. With 
heroin use up across the nation, 
these days you see dirty needles 
everywhere. They are a public 
safety hazard for the non-using 
public.

Campbell lauded Insite for pro-
viding clean paraphernalia and 
access to treatment and medi-
cal care. The needle exchange 
centers of the 1990s provided all 
that. Needle exchange became 
needle access not to improve 
care but to accommodate us-
ers who couldn’t get it together 
enough to return their used 
needles. The needle, if you will, 
has kept moving to make dys-
function easier for self-destruc-
tive people.

“If it doesn’t work, shut her 
down,” Campbell said when 
questioned about the probable 
success of a proposed San Fran-
cisco injection center. Nice try, 
but hitting the brakes is not a 
skill in which City Hall is prac-
ticed.
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Opinion
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Letter poLicies

How to contact us

The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your 
needs, we offer several ways in which you 
may contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail at newsdesk@bigspringherald.

com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 

79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor. 
We ask you to follow these guidelines:

• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as 

well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

• We reserve the right to edit for style and 
clarity.

• We reserve the right to limit publication to 
one letter per 30-day period per author.

• Letters that are unsigned or do not include 
a telephone number or address will not be 
considered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721.

DaiLy prayer

May we communicate with You, Lord,
in the morning and watch for wonderful 

things to happen. Amen.

aDDresses
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Ted CRuz
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• JOhn CORnyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RAndy 
neugeBAueR
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• gReg ABBOTT
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• dReW dARBy
State Representative

Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KeL SeLIgeR
State Senator
Texas 31st District
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIg SPRIng 
CITy COunCIL

• LARRy MCLeLLAn, 
Mayor  — Office: 267-
2711.
 • JIM dePAuW — 263-
0008.
  • CARMen hARBOuR 
— Work: 264-2401. 
 • RAuL MARquez JR 
—  Cell: 816-1015.
 • JuSTIn MyeRS — 
Home: 263-3771.
 • STeVe WAggOneR 
— Home: 267-8058.
 • RAuL BenAVIdeS — 
Work: 267-2501.

hOWARd COunTy 
COMMISSIOneRS

  • KAThRyn WISeMAn, 
County  Judge — Office: 
264-2202.
 • OSCAR gARCIA — 
Home: 264-0026.
 • CRAIg BAILey — 
Office: 816-5270.
 • JIMMIe LOng — 432-
267-4224.
 • JOhn CLIne — 
Home: 263-7158.

stepHen 
Moore

Debra 
saunDers

Fracking has reduced greenhouse gases

No safe space to shoot up

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers 
and not those of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise 
indicated.
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Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288
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Sensitivity, Compassion & Respect

BOB NOYES
Garage doors and door openers

Sales - Installation - Service

Ph 267-5811         Cell  270-0811                      409 E. 3rd St. - Big Spring

270963

Servicing Big Spring For 45 Years

Bob’s Custom WoodworkBIG SPRING STATE HOSPITAL
Big Spring State Hospital offers generous benefits packages, including paid vacation,
sick leave and holidays, matching retirement and health insurance. Negotiable shifts.

ACTIVELY RECRUITING:
 REGISTERED NURSES, LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSES

 PSYCHIATRIC NURSING ASSISTANTS
 FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR, PSYCHIATRIST

SAFETY ASSISTANT, REHAB THERAPY TECH, REHABILITATION TEACHER
CLERK, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, CLERK

 SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR, FOOD SERVICE WORKER, CUSTODIAN
For more information on jobs and salaries:

https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state.tx.us
OR CALL (432) 268-7341 or visit us at: Big Spring State Hospital  1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring, TX 79720

3318 E. I-20 Service Road
(432) 267-7484
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All Summer Long!
(April 15-August 15)
Come in for details

or go to
www.kidsbowlfree.com

510 Scurry                      (432) 267-8255

Heritage Museum
of Big Spring
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WIN A 2-Night Stay
at a Historic
Texas Hotel!

Winner will be drawn
 Tuesday, June 14th

See Museum For More Details!

Check this out: What’s at the library
For those of you who enjoy our 

large print books, we have 
acquired quite a few fiction 
books for your reading plea-

sure.  
“The Spy Who 

Jumped Off the 
Screen” by Thomas 
Caplan (F CAP T) 
tells the story of  Ty 
Hunter, a former 
covert operative, 
who has become the 
number-one film 
star in the world.  
Recruited on a clan-
destine mission to 
prevent the transfer 
of nuclear warheads 
into rogue hands, he 
deploys every skill he has as an actor, 
soldier, and spy.  This charming and 
fearless celebrity matches wits and 
muscle with two supremely urbane 
adversaries even as he falls in love 
with the entrancing 
young woman closest to 
both of them.  Ty teams 
up with his old col-
league from British 
intelligence and a group 
of international whiz-
kid programmers to dis-
rupt potentially cata-
strophic plans and takes 
on hired mercenaries 
and members of a ship's 
own crew in a race to 
locate and secure the 
stolen warheads. 

 “The First Order” by 
Jeff Abbott (LP F ABB 
J) brings us two broth-
ers, one presumed dead 
and one forged into a 
top undercover agent.  
Sam Capra has reason 
to believe that his broth-
er, Danny, may be alive 
and living a secret life.  
Sam's search for his 
brother leads him into 
the Russian elite inner 
circle, a group of ex-
KGB billionaires who 
owe fealty to Russia's 
corrupt president, 
Morozov.  One of these 
men wants Morozov dead, and Danny 
will be the one to kill him on 
American soil.  Sam must stop Danny 
from killing Morozov to save his 
brother and save the world from cer-
tain war. 

 Alex Berenson's “The Wolves” (LP 
F BER A) is a John Wells novel.  
John Wells has managed to stop an 
operation designed to drive the 
United States and Iran into war, but 
the instigator has disappeared behind 
an impenetrable wall of security.   
Wells has made it his personal mis-
sion to make him pay but plenty of 
crosscurrents are at work: The White 
House doesn't want anybody stirring 
the pot; his old CIA bosses have their 
own agenda; other countries are 
starting to sniff around, sensing 

something unusual.  When Russia 
and China enter the mix, the whole 
affair is set to combust. 

 In “The Mountain Midwife” by 
Laurie Alice Eakes (LP F EAK L), 
women in Ashley Tolliver's family 
have practiced the art of midwifery 
in their mountain community for 
nearly two hundred years.  Ashley 
wants to take her skills a step fur-
ther, but attending medical school 
means abandoning the women she 
loves and the awakening of her heart.  
Is it commitment to her calling or 
fear of the unknown keeping Ashley's 
feet firmly planted?  Or is it her 
growing feelings for Hunter 
McDermott that keep her from the 
world beyond the mountain?  

“Keeper of the Stars” by Robin Lee 
Hatcher (LP F HAT R) is a Kings 
Meadow romance.  Penny Cartwright 
was heartbroken when her mother 
died from pneumonia, but after bury-
ing her brother just 12 years later, 

she is devastated.  Penny's mind is 
clouded with anger, guilt, and sor-
row, and she is reminded of her pain 
when Trevor Reynolds comes to 
town.  Her brother was Trevor's 
drummer and died in an accident 
while on the road.  Trevor wasn't 
behind the wheel, but he blames 
himself and so does Penny. 

 “Luther and Katharina” by Jody 
Hedlund (LP F HED J) is a novel of 
love and rebellion.  Katharina was a 
nun of noble birth and Luther an 
outlaw of the Holy Roman Empire.  
His sweeping Catholic Church refor-
mation awakened her desire for 
everything she had been forbidden 
including Martin Luther himself.  
They couldn't be more different, but 
these unlikely allies forge an unex-

pected bond of understanding, sup-
port, and love when the world comes 
tumbling down around them.

  In Georgette Heyer's book “These 
Old Shades” (LP F HEY G), Justin 
Alastair, Duke of Avon, has a reputa-
tion as a dangerous and debauched 
rake. The Duke stumbles on Leon, a 
red-headed urchin fleeing a beating 
at his brutal brother's hands, he buys 
the boy and makes him his page.  
When the grubby Leon turns out to 
be the enchanting Leonie, the Duke 
is not prepared for the tender emo-
tions she awakens. 

 “Orphan X” by Gregg Hurwitz (LP 
F HUR G) is a story about a legend-
ary figure who will do anything to 
protect and save the truly desperate 
and deserving.  Evan Smoak, the 
Nowhere Man, is just a man with 
skills, resources, and a personal mis-
sion to help those with nowhere to 
turn.  Chosen as a child, he was 
raised and trained as part of the off-

the-books black box orphan program, 
designed to create the perfect deni-
able intelligence assets.  He was 
Orphan X, but he broke with the pro-
gram using everything he had 
learned to disappear.  Now someone 
is on his tail.  

In “Wildfire in His Arms” by 
Johanna Lindsey (LP F LIN J), Degan 
Grant has to apprehend three out-
laws on the marshal's list and turn 
them over to the law.  Maxine will 
try anything to escape the handsome, 
enigmatic gunfighter who intends to 
turn her over to a corrupt sheriff 
who will hang her instead of putting 
her on trial.  Saddled with a sassy 
young woman who insists she is 
innocent, Degan must hunt down a 
vicious killer and keep an old enemy 

at bay.  
“The Girls of Mischief Bay” by 

Susan Mallery (LP F MAL S) tells the 
story of how three very different 
women discover that friends can 
become family, and that life is richer 
with sisters at your side.  Nicole 
Lord wants to be a good wife, but 
there's a difference between being 
supportive and supporting her hus-
band.  Sacrificing a personal life for 
her career, Shannon Rigg now won-
ders whether she made  the right 
choice.  Pam Eiland feels restless 
and wonders who a stay-at-home 
mom becomes after the kids are 
grown.  Through romance and heart-
break, these women start new lives 
forever changed. 

 “Untamed” by Diana Palmer (LP F 
PAL D) finds Clarisse Carrington 
struggling to keep her distance from 
Stanton Rourke, a former playmate 
who has become a dangerous merce-
nary.  When tragedy robbed Clarisse 

of her entire fam-
ily, her life was 
changed forever.  
Danger is follow-
ing Clarisse leav-
ing her no choice 
but to rely on 
Rourke, even as 
the old wounds 
lying dormant 
between them 
flare up again. 

 “Along the 
Infinite Sea” by 
Beatriz Williams 
(LP F WIL B) has 
Pepper Schuyler 
fixing up a rare 
vintage Mercedes 
to sell at an auc-
tion to take care 
of herself and the 
baby she carries.  
The new car 
owner turns out 
to have secrets of 
her own, and 
takes pregnant 
Pepper under her 
wing.  The star-
tling provenance 
of this car comes 
to light: a Nazi 

husband, a Jewish lover, a flight 
from Europe, and a love so profound 
it transcends decades.

These books and many more will 
be hitting the shelves soon, so make 
some time to come check out a book.  
I leave you with a quote from S.I. 
Hayakawa: “It is not true that we 
have only one life to live; if we can 
read, we can live as many more lives 
and as many kinds of lives as we 
wish.” 

The library is no longer opened on 
Saturdays. We are open Monday to 
Friday, 9 am to 6 pm; the internet/
video room closes at 5:30.  You may 
reach us at (432) 264-2260 and our fax 
number is (432) 264-2263.  Our website 
is howard-county.ploud.net.

Monica 
Martinez 
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www.swa1pc.com   •   mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441  •  432.267.8190 Fax
mm@swa1pc.com e-mail

G&M Auto Care
Stop in and see us for all

your car’s air conditioning needs.
Owners: George & Mary Leatham 

900 E. 3rd                                               432-263-0808

Inside Spring Town Plaza
Monday-Sat. 10am-6pm

500 N. Birdwell Lane     432-267-7781
M-F 8:00am-6pm • Saturday 9-4pm

CLOSED SUNDAY

www.hullsmeat.com268970

Ask Us About Our meat Packs?

Diseases and Surgery of the Eye, Retina and Vitreous. 
Cataract, Glaucomas, Eye Trauma and Diabetic Eye Care.

4214 Andrews Hwy. Ste. 105 • Midland, Texas 79703
1602 Scurry St. • Big Spring, Texas 79720

(432) 686-2020
Fax     570-0888

(432) 756-3030
(432) 267-2020

Now Accepting Medicare & New Patients

27
38

03

Cruz: Trump ‘threatening delegates’
MADISON, Wis. (AP) 

— Texas Sen. Ted Cruz 
blasted rival Donald 
Trump in a radio inter-
view Tuesday, using 
some of the harshest 
rhetoric of the campaign 
to date, accusing the Re-
publican front-runner 
of being a bully, inciting 
violence and using dirty 
tricks to intimidate vot-
ers and delegates.

He also said that the 
billionaire is a bad 
businessman who has 
been surrounded by sy-
cophants his entire ca-
reer.

“Donald’s whole pitch 
is he’s a great business-
man,” Cruz said in the 
wide-ranging interview 
on the Glenn Beck ra-
dio show, adding that 
given how he runs his 
campaign, “it appears 
he can’t run a lemonade 
stand.”

The interview came 
a day after Cruz hosted 
a pair of rallies in Cali-
fornia before heading 
back east to Pennsyl-
vania and New York. 
It also comes as both 
campaigns work tire-
lessly behind the scenes 
to secure delegates who 
will back them at the 
Republican Party con-
vention this summer in 
Cleveland.

Cruz conceded that 
Trump will do well in 

upcoming primaries, 
including in Trump’s 
home state of New York, 
which votes next week.

“He ought to win his 
home state convincing-
ly,” Cruz said, setting 
expectations high for 
Trump. “If Donald isn’t 
substantially above 50 
percent in New York, 
it will be a big loss for 
him.”

Cruz said he will fare 
better when the race 
shifts back west to In-
diana, Nebraska, South 
Dakota and Montana, 
before finishing in Cali-
fornia on June 7.

“If and when the peo-
ple of California vote 
against Donald Trump, 
he’s going to scream 
that they’re stealing the 
election,” Cruz said. 

“Apparently when any-
one votes against him 
it’s an act of theft.”

Cruz predicted a 
“grassroots tsunami” 
will send him on to vic-
tory at the Republican 
convention.

Cruz unloaded on 
Trump over reports that 
his supporters were 
publishing the home ad-
dresses of delegates in 

Colorado and threaten-
ing to make public the 
hotel room numbers of 
delegates at the conven-
tion this summer.

“That is the tactic of 
union thugs,” Cruz said. 
“That is violence. It is 
oppressive. The idea 
that Donald is threat-
ening delegates, we’re 
seeing that pattern over 
and over again.”

Cruz even compared 
Trump to the lead char-
acter from the famous 
Godfather films about 
organized crime.

“Donald needs to un-
derstand he’s not Mi-
chael Corleone,” Cruz 
said. “Donald needs to 
stop threatening the 
voters. He needs to stop 
threatening the dele-
gates.”

Cruz also discounted 
the seriousness of the 
Trump candidacy, say-
ing “there was a real 
chance this was a lark, 
this was ‘let’s get some 
publicity, let’s have 
some fun.’ And I think 
he was surprised as any-
body.” But he’s doing so 
poorly in securing dele-
gates to the convention, 
if Trump were on his 
own reality show ‘The 
Apprentice,’ he would 
have to fire himself, 
Cruz said.

Cruz even got in a 
jab at New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie, who 
has endorsed Trump af-
ter dropping out of the 
race.

“Chris Christie right 
now is trapped in his 
own private hell,” Cruz 
said. “When Chris was 
standing behind Don-
ald holding his jacket, 
the look in his eyes. You 
could see the scream-
ing.”

AP file photo

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz speaks at a recent campaign rally.

Visit us online at
www.bigspringherald.com

Poll: GOP not itching for convention fight
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Most Republican 
voters think the candi-
date with the most del-
egates heading into the 
party’s convention in 
July should ultimately 
emerge as the GOP’s 
presidential nominee, 
regardless of whether 
he holds the majority of 
all delegates needed to 
secure the nomination, 
according to a new As-
sociated Press-GfK poll.

The survey finds Re-
publicans are more 
likely to think of Don-
ald Trump as a possible 
general election winner 
than either of his cur-
rent GOP rivals.

Here are some things 
to know about opinions 
on a contested conven-
tion and which Repub-
lican candidates could 
win a general election 
from the latest AP-GfK 
poll:

NOT LOOKING FOR 
ALTERNATIVES

According to the new 
poll, nearly 6 in 10 Re-
publican voters — 58 
percent — think the can-
didate with the most del-
egates after all the state 
contests are finished 
should be the nominee, 
even if he doesn’t have a 
clear majority.

Just 40 percent think 
it would be acceptable 

for the delegates to pick 
a different candidate.

That’s true even 
though slightly fewer 
have a favorable opin-
ion of Trump, who will 
likely go into the con-
vention with more del-
egates than any other 
candidate. Just 53 per-
cent of Republican vot-
ers have a favorable 
opinion of Trump, while 
46 percent have an unfa-
vorable opinion.

DIVIDED OVER TRUMP
Within the Republi-

can Party, opinions of 
Trump draw a dramatic 
divide in terms of how 
the convention should 
work out.

Eight in 10 Republican 
voters who have a favor-
able opinion of Trump 
think the party should 
nominate the ultimate 
delegate leader.

But among Republican 
voters with an unfavor-
able opinion of Trump, 
two-thirds think it 
would be acceptable for 
the delegates to choose 
someone else. 

Another third of those 
who don’t like Trump 
nonetheless think the 
party should nominate 
the delegate leader in 
the end.

AMERICA DIVIDED
Among all Americans, 

nearly half think it 
would be acceptable for 
the delegates at the GOP 
convention to choose 
a different nominee, 
while about as many 
think the candidate in 
the lead should be the 
nominee.

Democratic voters 
think by a 63 percent 
to 35 percent margin 
that it would be accept-
able for the Republican 
delegates to nominate 
another candidate if the 
leader doesn’t have a 
majority of delegates.

PICKING A WINNER?
Although some Re-

publican leaders have 
expressed concern that 
a Trump nomination 
would lead to a loss in 
November, that’s not 
a concern most Re-
publican voters share. 
Eighty-one percent 
think Trump could pos-
sibly win a general elec-
tion, versus those who 
say so of Texas Sen. 
Ted Cruz (66 percent) or 
Ohio Gov. John Kasich 
(just 41 percent).

But the poll suggests 
both of the top GOP can-
didates would in fact be 
hard sells in a general 
election, with 63 per-
cent of registered vot-
ers saying they would 
definitely not vote for 
Trump and 55 percent 

that they wouldn’t con-
sider voting for Cruz. 
Forty-four percent say 
they wouldn’t consider 
voting for Kasich.

By contrast, 51 per-
cent say they wouldn’t 
consider voting for for-
mer Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton in a gen-
eral election and 38 per-
cent wouldn’t consider 
voting for Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders.

Still, even among 
Americans as a whole, 
about 6 in 10 think 
Trump could potentially 
win a general election, 
just under half think 
Cruz could and only 
a third think Kasich 
could. Kasich is still 
largely unknown to the 
American people, with 
34 percent, including 26 
percent of Republican 
voters, unable to say if 
they have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of 
him.

The AP-GfK Poll of 
1,076 adults was conduct-
ed online March 31-April 
4, using a sample drawn 
from GfK’s probability-
based KnowledgePanel, 
which is designed to be 
representative of the U.S. 
population. The margin 
of sampling error for 
all respondents is plus 
or minus 3.3 percentage 
points.

Missouri certifies wins for Trump, Clinton
JEFFERSON CITY, 

Mo. (AP) — Republi-
can businessman Don-
ald Trump and former 
Democratic Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton 
were certified Tuesday 
as the winners of Mis-
souri’s presidential 
primaries, though a re-

count remains a possi-
bility.

The official results of 
the March 15 primaries 
show that Trump and 
Clinton both prevailed 
over their challengers 
by a mere fraction of a 
percent.

Trump led Texas Sen. 

Ted Cruz by 1,965 votes 
out of more than 939,000 
cast in the Republican 
primary — a margin of 
about one-fifth of a per-
centage point.

Clinton led Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders by 
1,574 votes out of more 
than 629,000 cast.
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Sports Calendar
TODAY

Baseball — Midland College at Howard 
College, 3 p.m.

THURSDAY
Track and field — Big Spring at Snyder, 
district track meet, 10 a.m.

FRIDAY
Baseball — Howard College at Western 
Texas College, 12 p.m.
Softball — Luna CC at Howard College, 
1 p.m.
Softball — Big Spring at Levelland, 5 
p.m.
Softball — Coahoma at Reagan County, 
5 p.m.
Baseball — Coahoma at Reagan County, 
6:30 p.m.
Baseball — Big Spring at Levelland, 7 
p.m.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 
235, or e-mail reporter@bigspringherald.com

Tony Claxton photo (www.claxtonphotography.com)

Lady Steers seniors, from left to right: Leah Burton, Mia Oliva, Mary Gomez, Makenzie Roberts, Kiowa Lesser 
and Hannah Alsobrooks.

Lady Steers honor seniors
By DREW WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

The Big Spring Lady 
Steers (15-4-1, 6-1) had 
an impressive 15-0 win 
against Estacado Mon-
day night, giving the se-
niors much to celebrate 
on Senior Night.

“We’ve got a really 
good senior class this 
year, and they’ve pro-
vided excellent leader-
ship for the team during 
the offseason, the begin-
ning of the season and 
through the season,” 
Big Spring head coach 
Howell Martin said. 
“We rely on them for a 
lot and we’ve been re-
ally lucky to have such 
a good class.”

Martin started all of 
his seniors in the game, 
something he hasn’t 
done all season, in order 
to honor his four-year 
players.

“They’ve set the frame-
work for success and a 
good program for years 
to come because of what 
they’ve done,” he said.

Martin said there’s 
nothing for certain as 
far as any of the Lady 
Steers going on to play 
at the collegiate level, 
but did say some of 
the players have been 
in touch with schools. 
He had high praise for 
catcher Mia Oliva re-
garding her future.

“Mia certainly has the 
ability, without ques-
tion, to play. I feel like 
she could probably step 
into a Division 1 school 
if she were given the op-
portunity,” he said.

Concerning the game, 

Martin said it was a 
great win and a great 
way to end Senior 
Night.

“It was everything 
we needed to do. We 
got a really good pitch-
ing performance from 
Mariah. She pounded 
the strike zone and 
made them put the ball 
in play, and we played 
good defense behind 
here,” he said. “And we 

hit the ball really well, 
so just all around an 
excellent game setting 
us up for the last three 
games of the season, 
and they’re all going to 
be big ones.”

The Lady Steers will 
travel to Levelland on 
Friday to take on the Lo-
boettes at 5 p.m.

The Steers (8-14, 3-3) 
weren’t as fortunate on 
the baseball diamond 

Monday night, losing to 
Estacado 18-2.

The bats fell silent as 
Estacado held the Steers 
to just four hits in 24 at-
bats. Bryson Burt was 
2-for-3 with two singles 
and an RBI, and Pres-
ton Alexander had Big 
Spring’s only extra-base 
hit with an RBI triple in 
the bottom of the first in-
ning. The second inning 
started with the score 

3-2 in favor of Estacado, 
and the rest of the game 
was dominated by the 
Matadors.

The pitching and de-
fense also let the Steers 
down as only 12 of the 18 
runs were earned. Start-
ing pitcher Matthew 
Tarrats gave up five 
hits, two walks and hit 
three batters en route 
to giving up six earned 
runs in 2.1 innings. Mat-

thew Wood followed in 
relief, pitching 3.2 in-
nings and not giving up 
an earned run. Tristan 
Myrick and Riley Hen-
son pitched the final in-
ning, and combined to 
give up six earned runs.

The Steers will try to 
get back over .500 in dis-
trict when they travel to 
Levelland to take on the 
Lobos at 7 p.m. Friday 
night.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

KBST Radio’s Gentry “Ace” Little, 
left, listens as Big Spring Mayor 
Larry McLellan reads a proclamation 
honoring Little having covered 
more than 1,200 sporting events 
in his 34 years as a broadcaster. 
The presentation was made during 
Tuesday’s meeting of the Big Spring 
City Council.

HOUSTON (AP) — A 
tough first inning by 
Mike Fiers and Houston’s 
inability to capitalize on 
opportunities doomed 
the Astros on Tuesday 
night.

Lorenzo Cain hit a 
three-run homer in the 
first inning, and the Kan-
sas City Royals held on 
for a 3-2 win over the As-
tros.

Alcides Escobar and 
Mike Moustakas hit con-
secutive singles to start 
the game before Cain con-
nected on a full-count, 91-
mph fastball off Fiers (0-
1) to make it 3-0.

The Astros got within 
1 in the bottom of the in-
ning after an RBI double 
by Colby Rasmus fol-
lowed by a run-scoring 
single by Tyler White.

“Those three runs were 
too much for us tonight,” 
Fiers said. “I need to be 

two runs better and need 
to pick my team up, but I 
fell one run short.”

Kris Medlen (1-0) al-
lowed six hits and two 
runs with seven strike-
outs in five innings in his 

2016 debut. Wade Davis 
walked two players with 
one out in the ninth be-
fore retiring Jose Altuve 
and George Springer for 
his third save.

Fiers settled down after 

his tough first inning, al-
lowing just three more 
hits and no runs in the 
next five innings before 
he was replaced by Will 
Harris for the seventh.

“Fiers settled in and 
starting using his pitch-
es more effectively,” 
manager A.J. Hinch 
said. “These guys are 
really aggressive in the 
zone. You have to be just 
around the zone to make 
them want to swing. But 
when you make mistakes 
they are usually swing-
ing.”

The early hole was too 
much to overcome on a 
night when the Astros 
went 2 for 10 with run-
ners in scoring position.

“We played good base-
ball; we just fell short,” 
Carlos Correa said. “We 
almost had it.”

See ASTROS, Page 13

Fiers’ tough 1st inning dooms Astros in 3-2 loss

AP Photo/Pat Sullivan

Houston Astros' Mike Fiers delivers a pitch 
against the Kansas City Royals during the 
first inning of a baseball game Tuesday, 
April 12, 2016, in Houston.

SEATTLE (AP) — Derek Holland 
didn’t want to take credit Tuesday 
night. He deflected praise to Texas’ 
defense once, twice, three times, 
and didn’t stop there.

It wasn’t just a pitcher giving 
dues to his teammates. On a night 
when Holland shut down Seattle’s 
lineup and Adrian Beltre drove in 
five runs, the Rangers defense came 
away with one impressive play af-
ter another in an 8-0 victory over 
the Mariners.

“I definitely owe it to them,” Hol-
land said.

Nomar Mazara, three games into 
his major league career, led the way 
with a pair of incredible catches in 
right field. The first was a diving 
grab in the corner to rob Chris Ian-
netta in the second inning on a ball 
that might have scored a runner 
from first if it dropped. Mazara’s 

encore came the next inning when 
he sprinted to right-center to glove 
a flyball at the last second at the 
wall.

“We saw solid-average defense 
in spring training, but we’ve seen 
better-than-average defense thus 
far in the outfield,” Rangers manag-
er Jeff Banister said. “What we’ve 
seen is his ability to read the ball off 
the bat well, terrific angles thus far 
when he’s on the run.”

With the defense making plays, 
Holland (1-0) gave up only four hits 
in 6 2/3 innings, three of which 
were of the infield variety and the 
other a broken-bat blooper. The 
left-hander also struck out four and 
walked two.

Beltre provided Holland some 
breathing room when he golfed 
a third-inning homer that barely 
cleared the fence in left field. That 

made it 5-0, and Beltre added a two-
run double in the seventh.

Mariners starter Wade Miley (0-
1) gave up six earned runs on 10 
hits and struck out seven in six in-
nings.

The Mariners had only a pair of 
infield hits in the first four innings 
and finished with four hits for the 
game — all singles.

The Rangers duo of Andrew 
Faulkner and Phil Klein combined 
to pitch 2 2/3 scoreless innings out 
of the bullpen to back the strong 
start by Holland.

“We’ve got to find a way to get 
back on our game,” Seattle manag-
er Scott Servais said. “It’s the same 
team that played five, six days ago. 
I’m pretty sure our roster hasn’t 
changed. We have to pick ourselves  
 
See RANGERS, Page 13

Beltre has 5 RBIs; Holland, Rangers beat Mariners 8-0 
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sudoku
ANSWERS

TexSCAN Week of                 
April 10, 2016

HOME BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY TO GET PAID DAILY, 
Great Home Business, Please call 
1-832-225-5005 first. Ask about cash 
referral! Joshua 1-903-706-6031, 
Fred 1-469-909-6624, fredcornell@
legalshieldassociate.com, LegalShield, 
Independent Associates 

aPaRTMENT RENTaL
Freedom’s Path Kerrville, Brand New 
apartment Community, Now Leasing 2 
Bedroom, 1 bath apt., Homes.  24 Hr 
Fitness Center and Media Room.  1 month 
free. 1-830-955-8550

         DRIvERS TN: CDL Drivers-
ATTN: CDL DRIVERS-Avg. $60k+/yr, 

$2k Sign-On Bonus, Family Company 
w/Great Miles, Love Your Job and Your 

Truck,  CDL-A Req- 1-877-258-8782, 
www.drive4melton.com

Drivers-OTR Miles! Paid loaded/Empty on 
Practical miles. volvos/aPUs, 1 year OTR 
Exp. Req. Good Home time/benefits. www.
Climateexpress.com or 1-636-584-6073
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80% 
Gross on Flatbed Freight! Home Week-
ends. Permits Provided. File/Pay Fuel 
Taxes. Owner Operators Lease Today! 
CDL-a, 25 yrs., 2 years OTR experience. 
1-870-336-9051

aDOPTION
ADOPTION: Loving couple hoping to 
adopt a baby. Open, accepting, secure. 
Contact Sue and Gary at suegaryadopt@
gmail.com;  1-516-234-7187; see our video 
at www.suegaryadopt.com

SCHOOL/TRaINING
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get 
started training as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. 
aviat ion Inst i tu te of  Maintenance  
1-800-475-4102

PHONE aND INTERNET
AT&T U-Verse Internet starting at $15/ 
a month or TV & Internet starting at 
$49/a month for 12 months with 1-year 
agreement.  Call 1-800-425-9081 to learn 
more.RIvERS

LEGaL
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABIL ITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & associates 
at 1-800-755-0168 to start your application 
today!

MEDICaL
GOT KNEE PAIN?  Back Pain? Shoulder 
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace - little or 
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-518-0173 

SAFE STEP WALK-IN Tub. alert for 
Seniors. Bathroom falls can be fatal. 
approved by arthr i t is  Foundat ion. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less than 4 inch step-in. 
Wide door. Anti-Slip floors. American made. 
Installation included. Call 1-800-606-8052 
for $750 off.

REaL ESTaTE
34.4 acres, south of Rocksprings. Hill 
Country Views.  Live oak, cedar cover. 
Native and exotic game, feral hogs. $3612 
down, $598/mo. (30 years, 9.9%). 1-800-
876-9720, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
Mobile Homes with Acreage. Ready to 
move in. Lots of room, 3Br 2Ba. Quick 
and easy owner financing (subject to credit 
approval). No Renters. 1-817-983-7784
20 Acres $0 Down, Only $128/mo. 
Near El Paso, TX. Owner Financing,          
NO CREDIT CHECKS! Beautiful Views, 
Free Information. 1-877-433-9828, 
LoneStarInvestments.com

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Run Your ad In TexSCaN!

To Order: Call this Newspaper 
direct, or call Texas Press Service 

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

Statewide ad .................$550
288 Newspapers, 844,050 Circulation

North Region Only .....$250
95 Newspapers, 297,505 Circulation

South Region Only ....$250
101 Newspapers, 366,627 Circulation

West Region Only ......$250
92 Newspapers, 205,950 Circulation

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting 
applications for the following position:

Operations Maintenance Technician – Responsible for 
maintaining the District’s raw water pipelines, pump sta-
tions, and wells. Entry to intermediate level position.

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org
269231

Garage Sales
726 Bucknell Ave. Saturday
7am-3pm. Clothes,
electronics, children's
apparel, & lots of misc.

Help Wanted

Howard College is accept-
ing applications for a full-time 
HVAC/Electrician Tech II on the 
Big Spring site. 3 years related 
experience with a Universal 
Technician Certification and 
valid Texas Drivers’ License re-
quired. Pre-employment physi-
cal and criminal background 
checks are required. Excellent 
benefits.

For application and complete 
position notice visit 

www.howardcollege.edu

For more information contact:
Human Resources, 

1001 Birdwell Lane,
Big Spring, TX 79720 or

(432) 264-5100
email

humanresources@howardcollege.edu

26
92

36

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #298933 &
#303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state
.tx.us/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

The Big Spring Herald is
seeking a reporter to cover
the lifestyle beat for Howard
County. The applicant should
be able to write hard news
and features and feel
comfortable interacting with
different members of the
community. The reporter
hired should have a working
knowledge of InDesign and
Photoshop and have some
editorial experience. The
position will be responsible
for building pages,
interviewing subjects, writing
articles, and taking pictures.
Benefits include health
insurance as well as
vacation and sick/personal
leave after a probationary
period. To apply, e-mail a
resume, cover letter, and
writing samples to
editor@bigspringherald.com

We're expanding our team at
Churchwell Insurance with a
new, full time Customer
Service Representative.
Successful applicants will
posses strong interpersonal
skills, a team player attitude,
proficient with Microsoft
Office Suite and comfortable
learning new online tools and
platforms. Previous office
experience required, prior
Insurance industry preferred.
Salary and benefits
commensurate with
experience. Apply with
resume to Churchwell
Insurance at 2303 Goliad St.

Big Spring Office Manager.
Manages Senator Kel
Seliger's Big Spring district
office. Submit resume to
lauren.bradford@senate.
texas.gov.

Help Wanted
6 Roofers-Helpers.
Temporary full time. 4/01/16
– 12/01/16. Palacios Roofing
& Home Improvement in Big
Spring, TX., needed to sweep
and clean roofs to prepare
them for the application of
new roofing materials.
Unload materials and tools
from work trucks, and unroll
roofing as directed. Set
scaffolds, and hoists in place
for taking tar, supplies and
roofing materials to roofs
using ropes and pulleys, or
carry materials up ladders.
Provide assistance to skilled
roofers installing and
repairing roofs, flashings, and
surfaces, help to cover roofs
with layers of roofing felt or
asphalt strips before
installing tile, slate, or
composition materials and
apply shingles, gravel, or
asphalt over the top layer of
tar to protect the roofing
material. Climb and stoop
carrying up to 75 lbs. is
common $12.17/hr, O/T
varies at $18.26/hr. 40hrs,
5-6 days/wk, 8am-5pm, hrs
may fluctuate due to weather.
No exp. or educ. nec., work
in adverse weather
conditions Single workweek
used for computing wages.
Pay received weekly. Shared
housing may be available – if
used, a $37.50 deduction will
be made. Employer will make
all deductions from workersʼ
paycheck required by law.
Inbound transportation
(including meals and to the
extent necessary, lodging) to
the place of employment
reimbursed to workers. If the
worker completes 50% of the
work contract period,
employer will reimburse the
worker for transportation and
subsistence from the place of
recruitment to the place of
work. Upon completion of the
work contract or where the
worker is dismissed earlier,
employer will provide or pay
for workerʼs reasonable costs
of return transportation and
subsistence back home or to
the place the worker
originally departed to work,
except where the worker will
not return due to subsequent
employment with another
employer. The amount of
transportation payment or
reimbursement will be equal
to the most economical and
reasonable common carrier
for the distances involved.
Daily subsistence will be
provided at a rate of $12.09
per day during travel to a
maximum of $51.00 per day
with receipts. Transportation
provided daily from main
office to the various work
locations within Howard,
Glasscock, Midland and
Scurry counties. All work
tools, supplies & equipment
provided at no cost. The
employer guarantees to offer
work for hours equal to at
least ¾ʼs of the workdays in
each 12-week period of the
total employment period.
Apply directly with the
employer. Send resume to
Alvaro Palacios
jpalacios@suddenlink.net
and also apply at the nearest
TX Workforce Agency at
www.twc.state.tx.us and refer
to Job Order No.TX6452261
Inserter needed part time
9am-12pm. Minimum wage.
About 20 hours a week. Must
have good hand eye
coordination. Apply at the Big
Spring Herald at 710 Scurry
St. No phone calls please.

Wanted Farm Hand.
Experienced only! Call after
7pm. 432-270-0070

Help Wanted
Natural Gas Compressor
Mechanic Position open at a
Natural Gas Processing Plant
NE of Big Spring, TX.
Excellent benefits. Salary
DOE. Mail resume to Plant
Manager, 11703 E FM 846,
Coahoma, TX 79511 or FAX
432-399-4290 or email
carcher@wtggas.com

Now Hiring Full/Part time
employees at WES-T-Go.
Apply in person @
1800 Gregg St.
Now hiring! No experience
necessary. Apply in person at
Klassic Cleaners 2107 South
Gregg St. No phone calls
please!

Parkview Nursing &
Rehabilitation now hiring
Full Time MDS Coordinator
Experience a plus but not
required
Experience in Long Term
care preferred
Excellent & competitive
starting pay
Health Insurance and other
benefits offered
Family owned and operated
Apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at
3200 Parkway Road
Big Spring, Texas
Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently hiring for
the following positions:

• Non-Certified/
Certified Nurse Aides
• Evening Cook
• Weekend laundry aide

8am-5pm

We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits and a Great
Family working
environment!
Please apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently looking for
a 2-10pm Charge Nurse who
is motivated, caring and that
loves the elderly. We offer
Competitive Pay, Insurance,
other benefits and a Great
Family working environment!
You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway
Pizza Inn is Now Hiring
Dishwashers & Delivery
Drivers PT/FT. Earn Great
Pay w/Wages+Commissions
+Tips. Must be 18 w/Clean
Driving Record. Apply in
Person 700 E. FM 700.

Routes available. Perfect for
retired person or stay at
home mom. Mon-Sat. Must
have reliable transportation,
valid driver's license and
insurance. Must be
dependable! For more
information come by the Big
Spring Herald @ 710 Scurry
St. No phone calls please.
Warehouse/Delivery Drivers.
License required. Five days a
week 9am- 5:30 pm. Apply at
Elrod's, 2309 Scurry St.
No phone calls please.
West Wind Transport is now
hiring a CDL driver.
Preferred 4-5 yrs experience
to operate heavy wrecker.
Must have references &
clean driving record.
Call 432-263-3438.

Items for Sale

3 phase 225. 129.4 hrs.,
Miller Bobcat Welder For
Sale $3,000.00 Cash only.
Ask for Victor 806-548-2283
or can be seen at
11 Coachman Circle,
Big Spring, Tx.

Items for Sale
BIG SPRING PECANS

This Season's Harvest
Professionally Processed &
Sanitized.
NO HAND SHELLED HERE!
Ask about Delivery
$10lb or $8lb for 5lbs&up
432-935-0035

Office Furniture For Sale
Reduced Price Great Condi-
tion used on 9 months;13 ex-
ecutive desks $125 each; 27
executive chairs $75 each; 6
conference chairs $60 each,
20 office guest chairs $20
each; 4 Lateral Locking File
Cabinets $150 to $300 each.
432-270-7033

Miscellaneous

PIANO TUNING $64.
Repairs since 1972. Former
full-time University of
Wisconsin tuner. No huge up-
rights, please. Stewart
Speers 432-638-0618
RECORDS WANTED 45rpm
little record (1950s-early 70's)
Rock & Roll, R&B, Soul,Tex-
ano, Western Swing, early
Country. Speers Piano 432-
638-0618

Public Notice
CGG is performing a seismic
survey within the City of Big
Spring and surrounding
areas. This will involve
surveying, placing sensors on
permitted properties, and
utilizing vibroseis trucks on
City streets. All personnel will
be wearing hard hats and
orange vests, and will be
from either Pathfinder
Navigation or Geokinetics.
We will have third party
monitoring to ensure minimal
impact from our operations.
This is a CGG sponsored
activity, and any questions or
concerns should be
addressed to our local office
at 210 West 3rd St, Big
Spring, Texas. Our local
phone number is
432-271-2577.

#9011 March 25 - April 14,
2016

NOTICE OF UNSAFE
BUILDINGS

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HOWARD

BAA MEETING APRIL 28,
2016

Hermerejildo (Herman)
Orosco, 1011 N. Bell St.,
Big Spring, TX 79720, N/2
OF LTS 1-2 BK 38,of Bauer
Addition, also known as
1011 N. Bell St.

Dear Property owner(s):

Current Tax records of the
City of Big Spring indicate
that you are the owner of the
property at, the above street
address. This structure is in
violation of section 115.1 of
the International Building
Code and the following
detailed report documents
the condition which have
rendered the structure
unsafe, to wit: Dilapidate,
sub-standard structure,
plumbing and electrical do
not meet the City Code of
Ordinances. Windows
missing or broken out.
Building has been
vandalized and poses a
potential health hazard to the
public. Structures cannot be
secured to keep out
transients or children.

Therefore, by the authority
invested in my office by the
Big Spring Code, I have
declared this structure or
portions thereof unsafe,
dilapidated, substandard or
unfit for human habitation,
and have determined it or
portions thereof poses a
hazard to public health,
safety, and welfare.

The International Building
Code, Section 115.1 provides
that all structures or existing
equipment that are or
hereafter become unsafe,
insanitary or deficient
because of inadequate
means of egress facilities,
inadequate light and
ventilation, or which
constitute a fire hazard, or
are otherwise dangerous to
human life or the public
welfare, or that involve illegal
or improper occupancy or
inadequate maintenance,
shall be deemed an unsafe
condition. Unsafe structures
shall be taken down and
removed or made safe, as
the building official deems
necessary and as provided
for in this section. A vacant
structure that is not secured
against entry shall be
deemed unsafe.

“You are hereby notified
that a hearing will be held
before the MEP Board of
Adjustment and Appeals of
the City of Big Spring,
Texas, at 307 E. 4th on the
28th day of April, 2016 at
5:30 pm. The purpose of this
hearing is to make a final
determination as to whether
the structure described is in
violation of the Structural
Standards Code of the City of
Big Spring, Texas. You may
be present at the hearing and
may be, but need not be,
represented by legal counsel.
You may present any
relevant evidence and will be
given full opportunity to
cross-examine all witnesses
testifying against you. You
may request the issuance of
subpoenas to compel the
attendance of witnesses and
the production of books,
documents or other things by
filing an affidavit thereof with
the MEP Board of
Adjustment and Appeals. At
the time of the hearing, you
(whether you be the owner,
lien holder, or mortgagee) will
be required to submit at the
hearing proof of the scope of
any work that may be
required to comply with the
Code and the time it will take
to reasonably perform the
work. In the event you seek
to obtain more than thirty (30)
days to complete the project,
you will be required to
reasonably establish that the
work cannot be completed
within thirty (30) days. In the
event you seek to obtain
more than ninety (90) days to
complete the work, you will
be required to submit a
detailed plan and time
schedule for the work at the
hearing and establish that the
work cannot be completed
within ninety (90) days.

Following the hearing, the
Board of Adjustment and
Appeals may issue an order
requiring the vacation,
relocation of occupants,
securing, repair (with or
without vacation), removal, or
demolition of the structure if
the MEP Board of
Adjustments and Appeals
finds that any of the following
conditions exist:

(1) The structure in question
is dilapidated,
substandard, or unfit for
human habitation; and a
hazard to the public
health, safety, and
welfare;

(2) The structure is
unoccupied by its owners,
or other invitees and is
unsecured from
unauthorized entry to the
extent that is could be
entered or used by
vagrants or other
uninvited persons as a
place of harborage or
could be entered or used
by children;

(3) If boarded up, fenced or
otherwise secured in any
manner, the building
constitutes a danger even
though secured from
entry; or the means used
to secure the building are
inadequate to prevent
unauthorized entry or use
of building in the manner
described in subsection 2
above;

(4) Following entry of the
order, any person
affected by the order may
appeal the order to the
State District Court for
relief within thirty (30)
days, and upon failure to
do so within such period
of time, the order shall
become final.

Todd Darden

Building Official
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Real Estate for Rent

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING
Expert Plumbing and

Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering

Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera

Inspection.
Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

23
34

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

LAWN SERVICE

26
24

77

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
Complete New Grass

Installation
Senior Discount

(432) 517-5554

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

269191

LAWN SERVICE
Williams Lawn Service

& U-Haul Rental
We Mow, Trim & Haul
& Plus Rent U-Haul

Trucks & Trailers

Alvin Williams
OWNER

209 N. Johnson, 
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-213-9568
alvinwilliams68@yahoo.com 27

55
39

MECHANIC

27
60

71

MOBILE MECHANIC
Diesel & Gas

513-978-7288

Salazar's
Truck/Trailer/Auto

We Come TO You - 150 Mile Radius

AIR COOLED ENGINE
Air Cool 

Engine Repair

Or Call 
432-270-2970

Email:

709 Pine St.
ATVs, riding lawn mowers.

Email:babeltower@
suddenlink.net27

23
51

26
92

38

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

LAWN SERVICE
Big Spring
Lawn Care

Mowing, Weedeating,
Trimming, Edge The Yard,

Light Hauling & 
Mow Large Lots.
ALL OF YOUR 
LAWN CARE

270-7733

26
91

96
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HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGSKIN CARE

ROOFING

SUBSCRIPTION
Would you like to have the 

Big Spring Herald delivered?
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

267178

YOUR AD

THIS COULD 
BE 

YOUR AD
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

CALL
263-7331

Herald Classifieds

PAINTING

Cecil's Painting

23
77

47

Free
Estimates

Interior
& Exterior

(432) 413-6895
(DIAL AREA CODE)

Retired Fireman

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

Val and Lauri Lynn Daubert Independent Brand Partners • (713) 447-1035
http://lavadaubert.nerium.com     http://lavadaubert.theneriumlook.com 

https://www.facebook.com/lauriandvaldaubertnerium/

26
71

79
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Psychic 
Moon

 Hen-
ry Ford 
suggested, 
“A man 
cannot 
build a rep-
utation on 
what he is 

going to do.” Under the 
dreamy Cancer moon, 
reputation isn’t every-
thing. Psychic vibes are 
strong. People want to 
feel excited about the 
future. They’re listening 
for the good buzz! Talk 
about your intentions 
and you’ll make them 
more real to you and to 
others, too.
    ARIES (March 
21-April 19). You’re al-
ways nice to those who 
are older, younger or 
weaker than you in any 
way. The kindness you 
dole out today will make 
a bigger difference in 
someone’s life than you 
might guess.   
    TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Unnecessary 
purchases go masquer-
ading as necessary 
ones. How will you 
know the difference? 
Go without and see 
what happens. Later 
you’ll have the money 
to invest in something 
that will bring real rich-
ness. 

    GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). Are sensual 
cravings a gift from 
heaven or an entice-
ment toward a lesser 
version of the self? It is 
not easy to manage the 
want for delight against 
the need for spiritual 
evolution, but you’ll 
achieve a good balance 
today.
    CANCER (June 22-
July 22). You’ve a talent 
for getting to the source 
of the problem. When 
you speak to the core 
of a situation, confusing 
and unpleasant symp-
toms disappear.  
    LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). Happiness leaves 
no scar. If only it did! 
There is so much joy to 
be had in recollection. 
Take a souvenir from 
today’s happy experi-
ence. This sweetness 
must be remembered!  
    VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). The extra 
time and effort you put 
into your look is not 
something you do out 
of vanity; rather, it’s in 
the spirit of altruism. 
Whatever you can do to 
make yourself a source 
of delight is a gift that 
you bring to the world.
    LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). Why struggle 
against worldly ambi-
tions? You want what 
you want; there’s a 

reason. Accept that 
some of the things you 
want don’t seem like 
a spiritual ideal, but 
this is where you’re at 
right now. What’s to be 
learned from it?  
    SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). When you’re 
not sure if you should 
chime in or not, consid-
er the very important 
role of silence. See 
if some well-spaced 
pauses might further 
your purposes. 
    SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You’ve 
the courage to try for 
your exciting goal; 
then again, a lot of 
people have that much 
courage. Do you also 
have the courage to try 
again? And then anoth-
er time? That’s the rare 
courage it will take to 
succeed. 
    CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). While 
doing work you love, 
you’re compelled to put 
more time and thought 
into each step. This is 
why you’ll wind up in 
a completely different 
place than the others 
who started out with 
you on this project.   
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). When 
good friends want to 
spend time with you, 
they won’t care about 
the details that go with 

it. The environment, 
food and entertainment 
involved doesn’t matter 
much, so don’t stress 
over it. What they want 
is you. 
    PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). If you’re 
going to compare your-
self to another person 
(not advised, but hey, 
it happens) at least be 
fair enough not to mea-
sure the other person’s 
best result next to your 
work in progress.   
    TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (April 13). You’ll 
put a fair amount of 
time into developing 
your inner world this 
year and it’s a worthy 
effort; so much of your 
external life will fol-
low your mind’s echo. 
Reading, spiritual study 
and travel will all play 
into your enrichment. 
You’ll be tested in July, 
and your high score 
leads to a new respon-
sibility in August. Leo 
and Cancer adore you. 
Your lucky numbers 
are: 5, 23, 19, 42 and 6. 
    WHAT’S SO FUN-
NY? What’s funny 
might depend on 
cultural and socioeco-
nomic factors, gender 
or special interests; it 
could even be just a 
mood. Or maybe it’s 
written in the stars! 
Aries tends to laugh at 

physical humor. This 
kinesthetic sign will 
guffaw at a good prat-
fall every time. Ruled 
by the throat, Taurus 
appreciates unique 
and funny-sounding 
voices. Gemini is the 
sign of quick wit and is 
impressed by zingers. 
Cancer likes humor that 
hits close to home, ei-
ther because it’s about 
domestic situations or 
because it’s very spe-
cific to a certain group 
of people. Leo appreci-
ates showmanship and 
resonates with classic 
theatrical tropes. Virgo 
thinks it’s funny when a 
perfect plan goes disas-
trously wrong -- maybe 
because Virgo tries 
so hard to make sure 
things go right. Libra 
adores comedy duos 
and buddy films. Scor-
pio likes spicy humor 
and isn’t easily offend-
ed. Sagittarius is a lover 
of different cultures and 
is charmed by foreign 
accents intended to 
tickle the funny bone. 
Capricorn laughs hard 
at role reversals and 

instances where the 
weak become powerful 
or the tables turn unex-
pectedly in some other 
way. Aquarius is among 
the few to get oddball, 
outsider and surreal hu-
mor. Pisces giggles at a 
fish-out-of-water story. 
    CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Revered Found-
ing Father, principle au-
thor of the Declaration 
of Independence and 
third American pres-
ident Thomas Jeffer-
son was born under a 
Sagittarius moon, which 
is the moon of explora-
tion. One of Jefferson’s 
many achievements 
was supporting Lewis 
and Clark’s “Voyage 
of Discovery” to the 
Pacific Ocean. Mer-
cury in dreamy Pisces 
indicates the ability to 
communicate a vision. 
 

To write to Holiday Mathis, 
visit www.creators.com and 
click “Write the Author” on 

her page.
COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-
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    Dear Annie: I just 
heard about your 
contest to write a 
poem for July 4 that is 
more balanced, and 
that mentions women, 
as well as men. Why 
would you print some-
thing like that in August, 
when school is out and 
kids can’t participate? 
It would have been an 
excellent project for my 
classroom.
    Could you please 
rerun the original 
request and extend 
the deadline? Maybe 
a few of my middle 
school kids could write 
something special that 
merits being printed in 
your column. Thanks. -- 
Teacher in Florida
    Dear Teacher: It 
didn’t occur to us at the 
time that the contest re-
quest would run during 
summer break. You are 
right that it is perfect 
for the classroom, as 
well as would-be poets, 
so we will extend our 
deadline until June 1. 
(That’s absolutely the 
latest, folks.) Here is 
the original letter: 
    Dear Annie: I ap-
preciate the patriotic 
intent of your July 4 
column, but what would 
my daughter and seven 
nieces make of the 
mention of 27 men but 
just two women? The 
author overlooked Sa-

cagawea, Harriet Tub-
man, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and the myriad 
other female contrib-
utors to our nation’s 
progress. 
    Maybe next year you 
could share someone’s 
writing that does a 
better job of recognizing 
the meaningful roles 
many courageous and 
capable women have 
played and continue to 
play in shaping our na-
tion. All credit to Ginger 
Rogers’ high heels, but 
Sacagawea did every-
thing Lewis and Clark 
did, but she did it post-
partum and carrying a 
newborn on her back. 
    If no one has written 
anything more balanced 
since Mr. Whitaker’s 
piece appeared in 
1955, consider the 
gauntlet tossed. -- A 
Loyal Reader 
    Dear Loyal Read-
er: We agree that an 
updated version is long 
overdue. Several read-
ers suggested a writing 
contest and we love 
this idea. So readers, 
put your creative caps 
on and send us a poem 
or essay that express-
es the contributions 
men and women have 
made to our country’s 
history. This also might 
be a good project for 
teachers to give their 
students.

    Send your efforts to 
Annie’s Mailbox at cre-
ators.com or Facebook.
com/AskAnnies. We will 
print the best one on 
July 4, along with your 
name. 
    Dear Annie: I’m 
puzzled by the apostro-
phe in “Annie’s Mailbox” 
combined with a photo 
of two women. If both of 
you are named Annie, 
then the apostrophe 
should be after the “s” 
(“Annies’ Mailbox”). 
If only one is Annie, 
why are two women 
pictured? -- Your Fan, 
the Grammar Cop in 
Sarasota, Florida
    Dear Grammar 
Cop: We love these 
questions. They are so 
unexpected. For the 
record, there are two 
of us, and neither of us 
is named “Annie.” One 
of us is Kathy and the 
other is Marcy. (This 
should be noted at the 
bottom of the column.) 
The Mailbox was 
named in honor of Ann 
Landers, with whom 
we both worked for 
many years. Hence it is 
“Annie’s Mailbox” with 
an apostrophe. Hope 
that clears it up. After 
all, there can be only 
one Ann Landers. We 
simply do the best we 
can to honor her legacy.
 

Annie’s Mailbox is written 

by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy 
Sugar, longtime editors of the 
Ann Landers column. Please 
email your questions to an-
niesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, 
c/o Creators Syndicate, 737 
3rd Street, Hermosa Beach, 
CA 90254. You can also find 
Annie on Facebook at Face-

book.com/AskAnnies. To 
find out more about Annie’s 
Mailbox and read features 

by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-

ATORS.COM

Holiday

MatHis

Real Estate for Rent

108 Circle. 3 bed, 1 bath. No
pets. Call 432-517-0025 or
432-517-0640

1200 Sheppard St. 2 bed, 1
bath. $750/month, $300/dep.
6 month lease. No pets.
Text or call 785-462-5570
1209 Mulberry St. 2 bed, 1
bath home. Available 4/15.
No deposit required. No pets
(dogs/cats). $750/month,
tenant pay utilities.
Call Andy 817-228-1238 or
Ruben 432-816-1419
1307 GREGG STREET, STE
B. Prime Retail Location.
$500.00/month + $500.00
Security Deposit. For more
information, please call
Westex Auto Parts at
432-263-5000.

Real Estate for Rent

1411 Runnels St. 2 bedroom,
1 bath, fenced yard.
$725/Month. Repairs to be
made. Call 951-797-3752
Leave number/message.
2504 Albrook. 3 bed, 1 bath,
tile throughout, 6 foot privacy
fence. $975/month,
$600/dep. Call 432-263-0822
Tues-Fri 10-5pm, Saturday
10-2pm or pick up an
application @ 1300 E. 4th St.
2507 Cindy, Nice 3 BDR, 2
Bath. CH/CH, garage,
carport. New carpet.
$1150/month, $900 Deposit.
Call 432-816-1255.
3BR/2BA Highland South
$1,800 2,377 sq.ft. 2 ovens,
2-car carport, workshop, lg.
shed. Private backyard
Brigitta 801-891-6875

Real Estate for Rent

2606 South Chanute Drive, 3
bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, fenced
yard, CH/A $1000 month,
$1000 deposit. One Year
Lease Required. No indoor
pets. Call (432)263-6514
Owner/Broker.

3/2. 1310 Monmouth.
$1,500/month. Must have
references.
Call 432-235-4841

403 Hillside. 3 bed, 2 bath.
All appliances, very nice.
$1,500/month, $1,500/dep.
No pets/no smoking.
References required.
Call 432-213-2319.

520 Scott Dr. in Highland
South. 3/2, nice yard.
432-267-2296

Real Estate for Rent

605 N. Main. 2 bed, 2 bath,
very clean. $1,000/month,
$1,000/dep. References
required. Call 432-213-2319
622 State. 2 bed, 1 bath,
CH/A, garage, $800/month,
$800/dep. No smoking, no
pets, no HUD. References
required. Call 432-270-3849
Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.
Country Living
Coahoma ISD
4 bedroom/3 bath
Very nice! Deposit required.
Call 432-267-4224
Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country
setting. Call Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces or
trailers.

Real Estate for Sale

3BR/1BA 3001 Collins Road
$35,000 water well, 2 living
areas, 1 acre, PRICED TO
SELL! 432-212-9494 or
432-271-8278

Highland South:
4 Coachman Circle. 3/2/2.
Move in ready.
Call 903-466-2982

6+BR/4BA HIGHLAND
SOUTH $249,000 Seller has
bought $19,000 in 2 brand
new central AC/Heaters from
Gartman Refrigeration,
installed over $17,000 in new
carpeting and tile from
Decorators Center. Over
$11,000 in plumbing spent
from Tate Plumbing.
432-238-7832 CENTURY 21
The Edge-Broker

Real Estate for Sale

Fixer Upper! $5,000.
Call Antonio 760-215-2567 or
720-692-4536

For Sale by Owner. 1716
Yale. 3/2, double carport,
new roof, fresh paint, move in
ready. Shown by appt.
325-242-2372

Reduced Price! Forsan ISD.
5 acres, 3 bed, 2 bath,
fireplace, basement,
workshop, RV shed.
Call 432-270-7064 or
432-270-7065

Vehicles

2007 Toyota RAV4 67k miles
automatic Color Silver/Black
4WD, clean title, non-smoker,
Price : 3800$
call 830-282-7184

Visit Us
Online

at
bigspringherald.com

• Up To Date Breaking News
• Sports Local News
• National News
• Business
• Opportunities
• Photo Contest
• National Sports
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

 KMID 3
 Midland

 UNI 4
 Spanish

 KPEJ 5
 Odessa

 KOSA 7
 Odessa

 KTLE 8
 Telemundo

 KWES 9
 Midland

 KMLM 12
 Odessa

 KPBT 13
 Odessa

 KWWT 14
 Odessa

 KWES2 15
 Midland

 WTBS 33
 Atlanta

 TNT 34
 Atlanta

 ESPN 35
 Sports

 ESPN2 36
 Sports

 FSN 38
 Sports

 USA 55
 New York

 A&E 58
 New York

 DISC 60
 Discovery

  :AM 
 5 :30

Good Day Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

Newswest 9 1st Fruits (Off Air) Duke Paid Married Charmed SportsCenter Mike & Mike Paid House Paid Paid
Rik Lucy Paid Married Paid Paid Paid

  :AM 
 6 :30

¡Despi-
erta América! 
(SS)

Feldick Un Nuevo 
Día (SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Yohanan Martha Brady There Married Charmed SportsCenter College 
Baseball: 
Dallas Bap-
tist at Texas 
Christian.

House What Would Paid
Robison Upd Ready Jet Petticoat There Married Paid

  :AM 
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland CBS This 
Morning 

Today Light of the 
Southwest

Nature Hillbillies Intellig. Married Charmed SportsCenter House What Would J. Meyer
Wom Curious Hillbillies Cops Rel. Married Paid

  :AM 
 8 :30

Paid Tiger Perry Mason Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Supernatural SportsCenter NCIS  (DVS) Parking To Be An-
nouncedSpace Tiger King Parking

  :AM 
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

Divorce Live With 
Kelly

De’siónes Today All About Sesame Matlock Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Supernatural SportsCenter First Take Bundes-
liga Soccer: 
Schalke vs 
Dortmund

NCIS  (DVS) Storage
Divorce La Casa de 

al Lado (SS)
HaYesod Rogers King Storage

  :AM 
 10 :30

The View Como Dice 
el Dicho

Judge Mathis The Price Is 
Right

Today Shepherd’s 
Heart

Dinosaur Diagnosis 
Murder

Crazy Cleveland Supernatural SportsCenter NCIS  (DVS) Storage
Dinosaur Crazy Cleveland Duck D.

  :AM 
 11 :30

Paid Amores 
Verdaderos

TMZ Live Young & 
Restless

Secretos 
(SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

House Super The Big 
Valley 

Cheaters American Supernatural SportsCenter His & Hers MLB Base-
ball: Rangers 
at Mariners

NCIS  (DVS) Duck D.
Paid Sala Thomas Cheaters American Duck D.

  :PM 
 12 :30

The Chew Hoy (SS) The Real News Days of our 
Lives

Upd Peg Gunsmoke Paid American Bones First Take NCIS  (DVS) Dog
Bold Called Cat in the Paid American Outside Dog

  :PM 
 1 :30

General 
Hospital

Amor de 
Barrio

Judge Mathis The Talk Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Israel Liv’g Bonanza Paid Fam. Guy Bones Insiders Champ. NCIS  (DVS) Dog Bounty 
HunterRocks Twice Paid Fam. Guy NFL Live Game 365

  :PM 
 2 :30

Rachael Ray Rosa de 
Guadalupe

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Lo Mejor The Doctors Light of the 
Southwest

Burt Wolf Rifleman Rules New Girl Bones His & Hers Pregame NCIS  (DVS) After the 
First 48

County Jail: 
MiamiChef Rifleman Rules New Girl The Jump MLB Base-

ball: Texas 
Rangers 
at Seattle 
Mariners.

  :PM 
 3 :30

Justice El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Hot Steve 
Harvey 

María Ce-
leste

Dr. Phil Ready Jet Emergency! Bill Cunning-
ham

Friends Castle  
(DVS)

Nation The Jump NCIS  (DVS) The First 48 Bering Sea 
GoldJustice Hot Odd Friends Question Re-Take

  :PM 
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

How I Met FamFeud Caso News Davey Wild Kratt CHiPs King/Hill Friends Castle  
(DVS)

Around Nation NCIS  (DVS) The First 48 Bering Sea 
GoldJdg Judy Two Men CBS 7 Caso Inside Ed. Dr. Young SciGirls Cleveland Friends Pardon Question

  :PM 
 5 :30

Local 2 Hotel Big Bang News Tele News With Schol-
ars

Scully Mama’s American Seinfeld Castle  
(DVS)

SportsCenter Around NCIS  (DVS) The First 48 Bering Sea 
GoldABC Notic. Cleveland CBS Noticiero News Business Mama’s American Seinfeld Pardon Rangers

  :PM 
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Un Camino 
hacia el

Mod Fam News Caso Cer-
rado

News Mani PBS News-
Hour 

M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Seinfeld Castle  
(DVS)

NBA Count-
down

MLB Base-
ball: Teams 
TBA.

Stars In. NCIS  (DVS) Wahlburgr Bering Sea 
GoldWheel Big Bang ET News House M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Seinfeld Mavs Pre. Wahlburgr

  :PM 
 7 :30

Middle Sueño de 
Amor

Rosewood Survivor ¿Quién es 
quién?

The Voice Upd Nature  
(DVS)

Griffith Arrow Big Bang Castle  
(DVS)

NBA Basket-
ball: Orlando 
Magic at 
Charlotte 
Hornets.

NBA Basket-
ball: Spurs at 
Mavericks

NHL Hockey: 
Conference 
Quarterfinal: 
Teams TBA.

Wahlburgers Bering Sea 
GoldGold Dollars Griffith Big Bang

  :PM 
 8 :30

Mod Fam Pasión y 
poder

Empire  
(DVS)

Criminal 
Minds

Eva la 
Trailera (SS)

Strong Light of the 
Southwest

NOVA  
(DVS)

Hap.Days Supernatural Big Bang Castle  
(DVS)

Wahlburgers Bering Sea 
Goldblackish Laverne Big Bang

  :PM 
 9 :30

Nashville El Hotel de 
los

News Criminal 
Minds

El Señor 
de los

Ride the 
Tiger 

Heroes Seinfeld Big Bang Castle  
(DVS)

Baseball 
Tonight

Donnie Survivorman: 
WildTMZ Heroes Seinfeld Big Bang NBA 

Basketball: 
Utah Jazz at 
Los Angeles 
Lakers.

Mavs Wahlburgr
  :PM 
 10 :30

Local 2 Impacto Broke Girl News Tele News HaYesod Charlie Rose C. Burnett Cougar Conan Castle  
(DVS)

NFL Live My Words NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Wahlburgr Bering Sea 
GoldJimmy Kim-

mel Live
Noticiero Mod Fam Late Show-

Colbert
Titulares Tonight 

Show
M:25 Perry Mason Cougar Big 12 Wahlburgr

  :PM 
 11 :30

Contacto 
Deportivo

Two Men Eva la 
Trailera (SS)

Chevalme World Raising Broke Girl CSI: NY Baseball 
Tonight

World Poker 
Tour

NCIS: Los 
Angeles

(:01) Wahl-
burgers

Survivorman: 
WildNightline How I Met James 

Corden
Seth Meyers McDonald T. Smiley Twi. Zone Commun Conan 

  :AM 
 12 :30

Extra Corazón 
indomable

Cleveland El Señor 
de los

Upd (Off Air) The Rock-
ford Files

Commun CSI: NY SportsCenter NBA UFC Re-
loaded

NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Wahlburgers Bering Sea 
GoldPaid Friends Insider News Zola Lev. King Cougar Jalen

  :AM 
 1 :30

Paid P. Luche Law Order: 
CI

ET Pagado (:08) Today Light of the 
Southwest

Kojak King Cougar CSI: NY SportsCenter NFL Live Law Order: 
CI

Donnie To Be An-
nouncedPaid Hotel Paid Pagado Paid Movie: Year 

One, Oliver 
Platt

Wahlburgr
  :AM 
 2 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Como Dice 
el Dicho

Movie: Just 
My Luck, 
Samaire 
Armstrong

(:07) CBS 
Overnight 
News 

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

McCloud Paid CSI: NY NBA Basket-
ball: Jazz at 
Lakers

SportsCenter Champ. Law Order: 
CI

Wahlburgr P. Popoff
Rosas 
Blancas-
Hermana

Paid Fame Wahlburgr Paid
  :AM 
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Daly Sala Paid CSI: NY NBA Basket-
ball: Magic at 
Hornets

Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Paid Paid
Early Tdy Chevalme Gallery Paid Funny Home 

Videos
Paid Paid Paid

  :AM 
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Middle Pagado Early Tdy With Schol-
ars

G. Pyle Paid Grimm  
(DVS)

SportsCenter Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Paid Paid
AgDay Noticiero Paid Pagado Early Tdy D. Reed Paid Married Paid Paid Paid

WEDNESDAY APR. 13

Today is Wednesday, April 
13, the 104th day of 2016. There 
are 262 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On April 13, 1970, Apollo 13, 
four-fifths of the way to the 
moon, was crippled when a 
tank containing liquid oxygen 
burst. (The astronauts man-
aged to return safely.)

On this date:
In 1613, Pocahontas, daugh-

ter of Chief Powhatan, was cap-
tured by English Capt. Samuel 
Argall in the Virginia Colony. 
(During a yearlong captivity, 
Pocahontas converted to 
Christianity and ultimately 
opted to stay with the English.)

In 1742, Handel's "Messiah" 
had its first public performance 
in Dublin, Ireland.

In 1743, the third president of 
the United States, Thomas 
Jefferson, was born in Shadwell 
in the Virginia Colony.

In 1861, at the start of the 
Civil War, Fort Sumter in 
South Carolina fell to 
Confederate forces.

In 1912, the Royal Flying 
Corps, a predecessor of Britain's 
Royal Air Force, was created.

In 1943, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt dedicated the 
Jefferson Memorial in 

Washington D.C., on the 200th 
anniversary of the third 
American president's birth.

In 1958, Van Cliburn of the 
United States won the first 
International Tchaikovsky 
Competition for piano in 
Moscow; Russian Valery 
Klimov won the violin competi-
tion.

In 1964, Sidney Poitier 
became the first black perform-
er in a leading role to win an 
Academy Award for his perfor-
mance in "Lilies of the Field."

In 1965, 16-year-old Lawrence 
Wallace Bradford, Jr. was 
appointed by New York 
Republican Jacob Javits to be 
the first black page of the U.S. 
Senate.

In 1975, the President of 
Chad, Francois Tombalbaye 
(tahm-bahl-BAH'-yeh), was 
killed in a military coup.

In 1986, Pope John Paul II 
visited the Great Synagogue of 
Rome in the first recorded 
papal visit of its kind to a 
Jewish house of worship.

In 1992, the Great Chicago 
Flood took place as the city's 
century-old tunnel system and 
adjacent basements filled with 
water from the Chicago River.

Ten years ago: Confessed al-
Qaida conspirator Zacarias 
Moussaoui (zak-uh-REE'-uhs 
moo-SOW'-ee) expressed no 
remorse for his role in the 9/11 
attacks as he took the stand for 
the second time in his death-
penalty trial in Alexandria, 

Virginia. 
Five years ago:  A federal 

jury in San Francisco convict-
ed Barry Bonds of a single 
charge of obstruction of justice, 
but failed to reach a verdict on 
the three counts at the heart of 
allegations that he'd knowingly 
used steroids and human 
growth hormone and lied to a 
grand jury about it. (Bonds' 
conviction for obstruction was 
ultimately overturned.) The 
NBA fined Kobe Bryant $100,000 
for using a derogatory gay term 
in frustration over a referee's 
call.

Thought for Today: 
"In the landscape of extinc-

tion, precision is next to godli-
ness."

Samuel Beckett
Irish poet and playwright 

(born this date in 1906, died 
1989).

This Date 
In History

® 2016 The Associated Press.
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1005 E. FM 700   
 (432) 714-4555

266792

Welcoming Our New Agent

BROOKE ATKINS
Call Brooke For All Your

Real Estate Needs!

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Offi ce Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profi le (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certifi ed in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certifi ed in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Available at

Howard County
Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.
432-267-6411 235367

RANGERS
Continued from Page 7

up. We have a lot of games left to play. 
It’s a long season ahead.”

TRAINER’S ROOM
Mariners: Relief pitcher Joaquin 

Benoit is still listed as day to day with 
shoulder stiffness. He dealt with the 
same problem during spring train-
ing.

Rangers: The Rangers could miss 
starting catcher Robinson Chirinos 
for up to three months, but his fill-ins 
so far look just fine. Holaday was the 
latest to impress with a pair of runs 
on Tuesday.

BAT FLIES INTO STANDS
Mariners first baseman Dae-Ho Lee 

shattered his bat on a fifth-inning sin-
gle. The barrel, which sported a sharp 
end close to the handle, sailed into the 
stands over the third base dugout. No 
fans were injured.

MILEY GETS INJURY SCARE
Miley stayed in the game despite col-

liding with catcher Chris Iannetta in 

the third inning. Iannetta waved off 
Miley as both charged a bunt attempt 
in front of the plate. Miley continued 
to sprint toward the ball and Iannet-
ta’s spikes caught his left ankle. Mi-
ley limped in front of the mound as a 
trainer attended to him, but he was 
deemed healthy enough after a couple 
test pitches.

TEXAS ROTATION ROLLING
The starters have a 2.05 ERA in the 

last five games for the Rangers with 27 
strikeouts in 44 innings. The fantastic 
performances follow a tough first four 
games in which starters combined for 
a 6.31 ERA in 35 2/3 innings.

UP NEXT
Mariners: Taijuan Walker starts 

the series finale against Texas on 
Wednesday. The RHP is searching for 
his first win this season after taking 
a no-decision his first time out in the 
2016 campaign.

Rangers: A.J. Griffin tries to extend 
his successful return against the Mar-
iners after sitting out two seasons due 
to Tommy John surgery. He won his 
first start this season.

Left: Texas Rangers' Adrian Beltre smiles in the dugout after he 
hit a three-run home run during the third inning of a baseball 
game against the Seattle Mariners, Tuesday, April 12, 2016, in Se-
attle. (AP photo/ Ted S. Warren)

ASTROS
Continued from Page 7

Kansas City’s bullpen 
was solid after Medlen’s 
exit, with Luke Hoche-
var and Kelvin Herrera 
striking out two each in 
perfect innings before 
Joakim Soria took over 
in the eighth. He allowed 
one hit and walked one 
before he was relieved 
by Davis.

“Their bullpen is 
one of the best in the 
big leagues; everyone 
knows that,” Correa 
said. “That’s why they 
are so successful.”

Houston designated 
hitter Evan Gattis went 
0 for 4 with three strike-
outs in his first game of 
the season after starting 
the year on the disabled 

list after February sur-
gery to repair a sports 
hernia.

“He had a tough night 
getting back in the 
swing of things against 
a tough pitcher,” Hinch 
said. “He’s going to need 
a few at-bats to get com-
fortable.”

P R E S I D E N T I A L 
PITCH

Former President 
George H.W. Bush 
threw out the ceremo-
nial first pitch before 
Tuesday’s game. The 
91-year-old was pushed 
onto the field in a wheel-
chair and tossed the ball 
left-handed to Monday’s 
starter Collin McHugh 
from about five feet in 
front of the plate. After 
McHugh grabbed the 
pitch, which was just a 
bit outside, Bush raised 
both of his fists in the 

air and smiled.
TRAINER’S ROOM
Astros: Right-hander 

Lance McCullers (right 
shoulder soreness) will 
make his second reha-
bilitation start for Dou-
ble-A Corpus Christi on 
Saturday.

UP NEXT
Royals: Yordano Ven-

tura (0-0, 3.60) will make 
his second start of the 
season on Wednesday. 
Ventura didn’t factor 

into the decision in his 
first start after allowing 
two hits and two runs 
and tying a career high 
with six walks in a 4-3 
win over the Twins.

Astros: Scott Feldman 
(0-1, 9.00) will pitch for 
Houston on Wednes-
day. It will be his sec-
ond start this season af-
ter he allowed five hits 
and four runs in four 
innings of a 6-4 loss to 
Milwaukee.

By WILL GRAVES
AP Sports Writer

The real test of Kris Letang’s 
relentless stamina doesn’t 
come in the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins dressing room after a 
long game. When he logs the 
kind of ice time that looks like 
a typo on the stat sheet, the 
big challenge comes the next 
morning, when his young son 
Alex hops into bed ready for 
dad to get up and play.

Try explaining to a 3-year-
old that, sorry, but daddy 
played 35 minutes against 
the Sabres. So Letang doesn’t 
even bother

“That doesn’t cut it,” Letang 
says with a laugh.

Besides, the truth is Le-
tang’s not really that tired. 
Really. If he’s being honest, 
this is kind of where he al-
ways expected to be: playing 
the best hockey of his career 
(not to mention the most) for a 
team that heads into the post-
season with its swagger and 
confidence restored thanks in 
large part to the smooth skat-
ing defenseman that plays 
with the engine of a Ferrari 
while getting the mileage of 
a Tesla.

Barely two years removed 
from a stroke that threatened 
to blunt the arc of his blos-
soming career, Letang is one 
of several ironmen whose 
tireless legs serve as part of 
the building blocks on which 
Stanley Cup dreams are 
made. The 28-year-old Letang 

averaged 26:57 minutes of ice 
time, fourth in the league and 
nearly 7 minutes more than 
teammate Sidney Crosby, 
the biggest gap between first 
and second on any club in the 
NHL.

Ryan Suter in Minnesota, 
Drew Doughty in Los An-
geles, Roman Josi and Shea 
Weber in Nashville and 

Brent Burns in San Jose also 
finished in the top 10 in min-
utes, pillars at the blue line 
who have grown accustomed 
to carrying the heaviest bur-
den. It’s the same up front 
for Crosby, Patrick Kane in 
Chicago and Washington’s 
Alexander Ovechkin. The of-
fensive powerhouses all aver-
age more than 20 minutes a 

night in a sport that plays as 
a marathon disguised in a se-
ries of sprints.

While their respective 
coaches monitor their work-
load, they don’t get too caught 
up in watching the clock.

“Those guys who skate that 
way, that have those types 
of engines don’t wear down, 
it’s not an issue,” San Jose 

coach Peter DeBoer said. 
“And I think (Burns) actually 
thrives on it.”

It’s much the same for Le-
tang, whose health scares 
over the years (including a 
series of concussions) left 
him wondering at times if he 
would ever reach the apex of 
his immense potential. It fi-
nally happened over the last 
four months, his breathtak-
ing quickness combined with 
coach Mike Sullivan’s arrival 
in mid-December propelling 
Letang into the league’s elite.

“I mean, it was a way for me 
to step up and show what I’m 
capable of,” said Letang, who 
finished with 16 goals and 
51 assists in 71 games. “The 
coaching change was a big 
way to improve myself and 
prove what kind of player I’m 
capable of being.”

Unlike some of the more 
defensive-minded players 
around Letang on the time-
on-ice rankings, the Penguins 
defender does more than 
hover near the blue line on 
offense, directing traffic and 
throwing the occasional puck 
at net. Letang plays a full 200 
feet, emboldened by Sullivan 
to use his creativity to take 
responsible chances.

“A lot of D-men that play 
big minutes play an efficient 
game,” Penguins defenseman 
Ben Lovejoy said. “They’re 
out there not playing a diffi-
cult style of hockey. They’re 
being efficient.

Playoff preview: NHL’s “Ironmen” ready to carry heavy load

AP photo/Ann Heisenfelt

Minnesota Wild defenseman Ryan Suter will take on the Dallas Stars in the 
first round of the NHL playoffs starting Thursday. He finished in the top 10 in 
total minutes on the season.
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News in brief
Public wants Senate action on 
court, but interest is modest

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly 2 in 3 Americans 
back Democrats’ demands that the Republican-run 
Senate hold hearings and a vote on President Ba-
rack Obama’s pick for the Supreme Court. But an 
Associated Press-GfK poll also suggests that GOP 
defiance against considering the nominee may not 
hurt the party much because, to many people, the 
election-year fight is simply not a big deal.

Just 1 in 5 in the survey released Wednesday said 
they’ve been following the battle over Obama’s 
nomination of federal judge Merrick Garland ex-
tremely or very closely.

That included just 26 percent of Democrats and 
22 percent of Republicans expressing intense inter-
est, along with a scant 8 percent of independents. 
That aligns with the political reading of the issue 
by many Republicans that while it motivates each 
side’s most committed partisans, people in the mid-
dle consider it a yawner — making the fight essen-
tially a wash.

Another clue that voters not dedicated to either 
party find the court fight tiresome: While just over 
half of Democrats and Republicans said the issue is 
extremely or very important, only around a third 
of independents — and half of Americans overall 
— said so.

About 8 in 10 said that about the economy and 
about 7 in 10 took the same stance about health care 
and the threat posed by the Islamic State group. Im-
migration and the U.S. role in world affairs both at-
tracted slightly more intensity of interest than the 
court battle.

Paul Ryan is not running for 
president — or passing a budget

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Speaker Paul Ry-
an’s national stature is such that he had to call a 
news conference to deny he wants to be president. 
Back on Capitol Hill, he’s about to blow through 
a statutory deadline to pass an annual budget, a 
major embarrassment for him and House Republi-
cans.

Under the government’s arcane budget law, the 
House is supposed to produce a budget by this Fri-
day, April 15. But a tea party revolt over Ryan’s em-
brace of last year’s bipartisan deal with President 
Barack Obama to increase spending has left him 
well short of the votes he needs.

“It would appear that we’re not going to have a 
budget,” the No. 2 House Democrat, Steny Hoyer of 
Maryland, told reporters Tuesday. “They made it a 
big deal. Hypocrisy is part of it,” he added. “They’re 
in deep disarray.”

House Republicans met the budget deadline each 
of the five years they controlled the House under 
the leadership of John Boehner, who was ousted 
as speaker last fall under conservative pressure. 
Ryan himself, his party’s 2012 vice presidential 
nominee, chaired the House Budget Committee for 
much of that time and guided the “Ryan Budget” 
that slashed entitlement spending. But he also cut 
a deal with Senate Democrats and the White House 
that enhanced his profile as a charismatic, policy-
focused conservative.

The Wisconsin Republican has repeatedly lam-
basted Democrats when they didn’t get budgets 
done while in congressional control, even backing 
a law that would have cut off the paychecks of law-
makers if they failed to pass a budget.

Judge rules against couple in 
China’s 1st same-sex case

CHANGSHA, China (AP) — A judge ruled against 
a gay couple in China’s first same-sex marriage case 
that attracted several hundred supporters to the 
courthouse Wednesday in a landmark moment for 
the country’s emerging LGBT rights movement.

The court in the central city of Changsha dis-
missed the suit brought against the local civil af-
fairs bureau for refusing to issue the couple a mar-

riage registration certificate.
The couple’s lawyer Shi Fulong said he expected 

the judge would rule against them but not so soon 
— within just a few hours. “It goes against the spir-
it of the laws of the people’s republic of China,” Shi 
said.

Plaintiff Sun Wenlin said he would appeal until 
he exhausts all legal options.

The lawsuit comes amid growing awareness of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues in 
China, where society and the government have 
generally frowned on non-traditional expressions 
of gender and sexuality.

Syrians begin voting for new 
parliament in government areas

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — Syrians in govern-
ment-controlled areas headed to polling stations 
Wednesday to elect a new 250-member parliament 
that is expected to serve as a rubber stamp for Pres-
ident Bashar Assad.

Voters began turning up shortly after the stations 
opened at 7 a.m. (0400 GMT). Around 3,500 govern-
ment-approved candidates are competing after 
more than 7,000 others dropped out.

Early Wednesday, Assad and his wife, Asma, cast 
their ballots at the Assad Library in Damascus. 
The president did not make any comments.

The country’s foreign minister, Walid al-Moal-
lem, told reporters after voting: “We in Syria always 
say that the Syrian people decide their destiny and 
today they are proving practically the accuracy of 
this saying.”

Parliamentary elections in Syria are held every 
four years, and Damascus says the vote is constitu-
tional and separate from the peace talks in Geneva 
aimed at ending the five-year war.

Lebanon shocked over sex 
trafficking of young Syrian women

BEIRUT (AP) — Back in Syria, the young women 
were told they would get well-paid jobs at restau-
rants and hotels in Lebanon. But when they ar-
rived, their belongings and mobile phones were 
taken away, and the women were locked up in two 
hotels north of Beirut and forced into prostitution.

What followed was an ordeal of beatings, torture 
and abuse — until Lebanese security forces raid-
ed the hotels and dismantled the operation in late 
March.

The discovery of the sex trafficking ring and the 
rescue of the women deeply shocked tiny Lebanon, 
a Mediterranean Arab nation already overwhelmed 
by the influx of more than a million Syrian refugees 
who have fled the civil war, and prompted calls for 
investigation.

The case, which involves 75 female victims, is 
considered the worst sex trafficking scandal in 
Lebanon in decades and has raised questions about 
who might have shielded and enabled such a vast 
network.

When they were found in the Chez Maurice and 
Silver Hotel in the town of Maamelteine, 20 kilo-
meters (12 miles) north of the Lebanese capital, the 
women were said to have been in miserable condi-
tion. 

The three-story Chez Maurice looked more like a 
jail than a hotel when it was recently visited by an 
Associated Press crew, with bars on balconies and 

windows.

Gangs declare war on police 
as El Salvador violence rages

SOYAPANGO, El Salvador (AP) — As police In-
spector Alba Guevara Lopez’s officers fanned out 
through the narrow alleys of a gang-controlled 
neighborhood in this San Salvador suburb, half 
had their faces hidden by black ski masks.

“Those who live a little closer are scared that they 
might be identified and later face reprisals when 
they’re off duty,” said the 20-year veteran cop, her 
face visible behind a pair of sunglasses. “In your 
free time you become more vulnerable.”

There is reason to be afraid. Hyper-violent gangs 
declared open-season on police in this Central 
American nation in response to a government 
crackdown that began last year. Killings of officers 
nearly doubled to more than 60 in 2015, and so far 
this year 15 officers have been slain, including two 
Tuesday. In some cases they are targeted while 
they’re off duty and relaxing with family members, 
who also become victims.

Analysts say the growing attacks are a sign El 
Salvador’s conflict is spiraling out of control and 
threatening to explode into open warfare.

“The gangs have managed to provoke a psycho-
sis and paranoia within the police,” damaging the 
force’s already low morale, said Jeannette Aguilar, 
an expert on gangs who is director of the Universi-
ty Institute of Public Opinion at Central American 
University in San Salvador.

Country artists condemn 
LGBT laws, but labels silent

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Several country mu-
sic artists and songwriters have condemned pro-
posed laws that critics say discriminate against 
LGBT people, but anyone looking for reaction from 
the record labels and production companies on 
Nashville’s Music Row has heard only the sound of 
silence.

New laws in North Carolina and Mississippi have 
drawn the ire of businesses and celebrities alike, 
with Bruce Springsteen and Bryan Adams can-
celing shows in those states. Legislation dealing 
with the treatment of gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgender people was vetoed by Georgia’s gover-
nor, but bills are still being considered in Tennes-
see and South Carolina.

Numerous artists with ties to Nashville have 
denounced the proposals here, which would ban 
transgender people from using restrooms that 
don’t conform to their sex at birth and would allow 
counselors to refuse services to LGBT people on 
religious grounds. Among them: Emmylou Harris, 
Billy Ray Cyrus and his pop star daughter Miley 
Cyrus, and actor Chris Carmack of ABC’s “Nash-
ville.”

Gretchen Peters, a singer songwriter who has 
written hits like Martina McBride’s “Indepen-
dence Day,” said the bills being considered in Ten-
nessee are deeply personal to her as the mother of a 
31-year-old transgender man.

“The people who are at risk are people like my 
son who would really be called out publicly, and 
anyone who is a trans person knows that can esca-
late into a really dangerous situation,” she said. “I 
live in fear of that as a mother.”
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