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Issues Used In Star FiL
Edit°r

As long as wc have been associated w ith  
newspapers, wc have been in te re s ted  in 
newspaper f i le s .  A new spaper’ s f ile s  are  
a liv in g  “ d ia r y "  of a com m un ity , and w ith 
out them , much h is to r ic a l in fo rm a tio n  
would be lost.

It was because wc fee l that way about 
newspaper f ile s  that we u tte red  a groan 
when wc became e d ito r of the F rio na  Star 
in 1962. The only^bound f ile s  the new s
paper had - -  and apparently  the only f ile s . 
- -  were fo r  the prev ious s ix  years - -  the 
tim e  represented  since the paper was p u r
chased by Joe A. O sborn and W.H. G ra 
ham. J r.

Our in fo rm a tio n  at the tim e  was that the 
S ta r's  o r ig in a l e d ito r , J.W . (Uncle John! 
W hite, had f ile s  of the years he served as 
e d ito r 1925-1950 in his possession. T h is  
proved e rron eou s. •— *

Thus, using the tw o f ile s , we have come 
up w ith  a lm ost e ve ry  issue fo r  the period 
covered. Papers used in th is  f i lm in g  are 
a lm ost equally  d iv ided  fro m  the two f ile s .
Many of the issues fro m  the old “ punch 
f i l e "  had to  be used, as they w ere the only 
ones ava ilab le , o r on occasion had stood the 
test of tim e  better than those which had been 
wrapped and m a iled  to  M rs . Cox.

In th is  lig h t, the fact that the papers were 
“ poked" ove r the b inde r posts, ra th e r than 
using a paper punch, was actua lly  a good 
th ing. These wadded s tr ip s  of paper could 
be, and w ere sm oothed out. and by the use 
of m agic m ending tape, re p a ir  the holes which 
had held them  in place fo r so many years.

H U O N A

In th is  m anner, many tim es not so much as 
a le ttc r-o f type was lost fro m  the le ft-hand  edi 
e d ito r 's  co lum n. However, some of the issues 
had not re ta ined th is  “ s c ra p "  of paper, so 
they have two sm a ll holes on the le ft hand 
side.

It has been a long and tedious procedure 
- -  th is  mending of the new sfiles . Some
tim e s  we've run in to  a s tre tch  of issue in 
such bad re p a ir  that we would shelf the p ro 
jec t and not w ork up the enthusiasm  to  " a t 
ta c k "  it again fo r  many months.

A t ip  of the hat is a lso due our w ife  C a ro l, 
who has put up w ith  stacks of old newspapers 
on her d in ing tab le  - -  under the bed - -  o r  in 
the ha ll c lo se t, du ring  th is  p ro je c t when we 
would take the papers home fo r  a weekend o r  
holiday session.

If we knew at the beginning the amount of 
tim e  it would have taken, we m ight never 
have undertaken the p ro je c t.

However, co n s id e rin g  a ll the w ork and sweat 
that went in to  these e a rly  ed itions of the pa
per - -  it  was su re ly  w orth  some add itiona l e f 
fo r t  to  p reserve  them  fo r  h is to ry 's  sake.

When Joe^pur-ehrased Sonny G raham 's in 
te re s t in the Star- Septem ber. 19631. anoth
e r em ployee and m yse lf were asked to 
clean out an old shed out behind the Star 
and P la ins P ub lishe rs  bu ild ing . It was said 
to  conta in  some “ s tu ff belonging to  the 
S ta r ."

P art of the “ s tu f f "  tu rned out to  be most 
of the old volum es - -  but when I saw them ,
I bad another groan com ing. Many of the 
e a rly  vo lum es edited by “ Uncle Jo h n " had 
been ra t-e a te n : and the only f ile s  fo r  the 
years 1950-1955 consisted  of a crude w eek
ly w ork ing  f i le  - -  whose copies had been 
pushed down over the f i le 's  two posts.

Many of these issues were to rn  o r m is 
sing abused and yellow ed. And the e n tire  
bundle was tie d  c ro s s -w is e  w ith  a stout 
rope, w ith  a ta rp u lin  th row n over the heap.

Ilill Hllis. Fdilor ,V Manager

To make m a tte rs  w orse , an e n tire  to u r 
m onth segment of the 1955 f i le  was m is s 
ing. Th is made me shudder fo r  a year as 
late as that only e ight years rem oved at that 
tim e ), to  have only a p a rtia l f i le  as a p e r
manent re co rd . L a te r we d iscovered that 
the e n tire  volum es of 1947 and 1949 were 
m iss ing .

But th is  was b e tte r than nothing - -  so wc 
got s ta rte d  in the f i le  " r e p a ir in g "  business, 
a p ro je c t which has been our spare - tim e  
hobby eve r since 1963.
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Believe In Advertising? 
Star Backs Its Claims

h i m  f r i t t in g .  Various changes 
| r  ow nership fo r the paper, a t 
well a t  moving the o ff l< a lo ra - 
tlon helped ranae the Incom 
plete f ile . It la thought.

It waa an espe ta lly  acute 
problem , t in .  e a ll of the m is t 
ing issues were at least |0 
years o ld, and som e of them 
were Ih  y e a r j old.

l i l t s  pood e re !  the problem , 
flo u rin g  It m ight be a lost 
vauae, but u ltim a te ly  d e  M e! 
to  run an a d ve rtIse m e r• or the 
S ta -'s  r is s s t f ie 4 page, offer- 
Ing a “ rew ard** fo r anyone who 
"could d|g"tlj*-*ny of the m issing

P A  fo r  the papers, tru e  to the 
advertisem ent.

It was not u n til thla past 
weekend that h i l ls  was able to 
make a t r ip  to M idland to get 
the papers. Me was to  Im p re s 
sed by the good condition of tl e 
papers that he offered M rs. 
Cox a f25 "b o n u s ."  She r e 
c ip rocated by a llo w irg  h il ls  to 
take her e n tire  co llection fo r 
the seven-year period , and thus 
use the be tte r copy between 
her f l ic  ami the S tar’ s, fo r  
com p ila tion  of the permanent 
volum e, which Is to be s tu rd ily  
bound an 1 perhaps m ic ro film e d  
an an Insurance measure.

M rs . Cox says she has been 
a sub scribe r to the Star fo r 
m ost of the tim e  th e  has been 
away from  F rlona . She has lived 
In M idland since 1^51. Her 
hushand, who died some 18 
months ago, was owner of Boh 
Cox, Inc., a dealership fo r 
c a lk  he and crushed rock .

Sine e Cox* yleath, her son has 
begun Cox C oncre te  Company, 
Another son, Kenneth, Is em 
ployed In t h i  aeronantl. S 1| 
v is ion  of 1 1 \  at A rling ton . Me 
la a MbA graduate of lexas 
1 ech,

" I  have thought about w ritin g  
a h is to ry  of f r io n a ,"  Atra. Cox 
aald In expla in ing why a’ e kept 
the old newspapers. i 'e r  father. 
I .  J. t raw foed, who lives at 
' l l  C leveland, la a I riona

B ill I I l ls ,  ed ito r o ' the F r l 
ona s ta r, has always believed 
In the effectiveness of adver
tis in g  In the local newspaper, 
but the re su lts  of an " a d "  
run e a r lie r  th is  year has made 
him  even m ore  of a "b e lie v e r " .

On ,numerous occasions the 
s ta r has run a s m a ll a 'v e r t ls e -  
ment when It has a nee.! to 
f i l l ,  an lhas aliasys been - r a t i f i 
ed w ith the re s u lts  - t l  Its  own 
"a d v e rtis in g  p u ll. ”

So e a r lie r  th la yea r, when

In the m eantim e wc played a hunch and 
decided to  re a lly  see how good our c la s s i
fied  a d v e rtis in g  section  wGs.

E a rly  in 1965. we began running a c la ss - 
tie d  ad. s ta ting  that wc would pay $1.00 per
copy fo r  any of the m iss in g  issues. It seem 
ed hopeless sever al weeks a fte r the ad had 
been running. Only a s ing le  issue had been 
brought fo rw a rd .

But then came the bo lt fro m  the blue - -  the 
S ta r's  “ guard ian a n g e l" showed up. A le t
te r  fro m  M rs . N.R. Cox of M id land the 
fo rm e r M a ry  K atherine  C ra w fo rd  of F rlo n a ) 
gave the news that she believed she had some 
of the m iss in g  issues, and requested a lis t 
of the m iss in g  dates.

C orrespondence proved that M rs . Cox 
did. indeed, have just about a ll of the copies 
m iss in g  fro m  the S ta r's  f i le ,  inc lud ing  a l
most a ll of tlx? vacant 1949 volum e. In addi 
tio n . many of her copies w c i q  In much b e t
te r  shape than those found in the old s tore  
house.

T ru e  to Its  advert I sement. the Sta r paid 
M i s. Cox $1.00 pci Issue foi all issue s which 
•■plugged gaps." amounting to 75. Wo offei 
ed to pay <Mr ». COx $100 arx  ̂ she ngi eed to 
tui n over|the entlro  collei tlon (1949  to 19611, 
allowing us to choose the hbtthi copy h r  

tween h r i  f i le  and the Stai

e d ito r
seemingly Im possib le  Situation, 
he decided to put the A ts r 'r  
c la ss ified  pace to the auprem * 
teat.

W hile working w ith the hack 
flie s  of the F rlona ' t a r  last 
w in te r, M ils  discovered that 
m ore  than one yea rly  volume 
of the lo v i l  newspaper had hlg 
'gapa”  of severa l weekly la 

n e  ' H I  " e re  ' to pa> 
per Isaue of those m iss ing, as 
sn ernhem ent fo r people who 
m ight have kept old papers to 
chev k them over.

Results w eren 't overw helm 
ing at f i r s t .  < >ne local resklent 
brought In a s ing le  copy from  
HAA w h kh  was m iss ing , Ms 
just happened to have the single 
Issue. ,

Then l im e  the " m ir a c le . "  
A fo rm e r resident of Frlona, 
M rs . N, R, Cox, now residing 
at M idland, w ro te  to say that 
she thotight ahe had severa l of 
tha m issing issues, and r e 
quested a fu ll l is t  of the loet 
fates.

Atra, Cox, the fo rm e r M ary 
ka fh e rln #  < re w fn rd , was . on- 
ts ted at on. a, and th rough« or- 
reapon-len a It waa found that 
ah# had pra> tk a lly  everv one 
ol it.a m issing fates, .nve rlng  
« seven vear period in the 
'ta r * »  puHiahinc h is to ry .

I he m laalng Issues M rs,C os 
had a nounted to 'A  nptea. so 
I Ilia  offer ed to  pay ' f r a .  t ox

WORTH XT'FPINT.. . .Mrs. N. R. Coi. formar Frlona resident, 
was glad she kept her copies o f the F rlo n a  Star,,because the 
s ta r has "N m g h f h a c k "  several lasues m ls a ln f tro m  Its  f lle a , 
«t H  each. v}*r Is shown Inspecting nnr o f the Issues, which Is 
|b years o ld .

VMM hi> we will i«> t l  
fm  i t r t a lo  m m plete issues o f 
lh r I rlona M at published In
|«A0 I o ' '  I t 'S  and IH V ' t a ll 
P i l l  M i ls  ai J t ' - J i l  I o t ? « '-  
M M  If  v u u r nave some papers 

• M i h m ight ifna hh

Whet I h« M a r  ceis 0  e s c  

volum es hound, anyone w ill be 
w ell ome to i o m e  by the In te l 
o ff h e to use them F v  re fe r eu. e, 
aa they may already use the 
, i r t  ent 'Ile a  'n r  sis h pur poses, 
M ila  points .wif.


