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years it has been
s both in the state
ok it, that education in

s not and is not yet by far
| and efficient as would
great commonwealth ; and )
e of this article is to pre-
thoughtful people the edu-
situation just as it is in
day. and without any color-
pver, in an effort to secure
:_ cooperafion in a vigorous
p against illiteracy and for
bad of education generally
he metes and bounds of

,' of the United States Bu-
W ducation, the United
us Bureau, and the Di-
Lduecation. Russell Sage
b ‘ndicate Texas as rank-
sl in general educa-
AL ‘v among the other
the nation. A certain en-
ia. now out of date in most
ja responsible for the state-
t Texas has the largest
nt school fund and the
school system of anv state
union.- This statement,
_corrected to date, would
ollows : “Texas has the lar-
manent school fund of any
he union and ranks thirty-
n educational efliciency
her sister-states.”” When it
into consideration that, in
lere were in Texas 282,904
on vears of age and over
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p white people, wg are fold
it that the state’s system
ion is sadly deficient some
a its organization and ad-
jon. .
ics just compiled at the
department of Education,
annual_enumeration_re-
¥\, city and county super-
give a total enrollment
FE(6 acholastics, seven to
hgears of age. And a
“Mtigation of the same
«._plates that only 87 per

vs. T. sdhe scholastic: children in
9. : were enrolled in publie
& P. it vear. Thirteen per cent
3 A%76. the total enumeration

T. & state, gives us an a'atming
of 186,351 children within

e ic age who did not attend
ASO licwhool ¥a single day last
ITUR d h*eduvting 20,000 as a
. Browi ral allowance for those who
ased «l within scholastic age and

¢ who attended private and
il <chools, we are still con-!
with 166.351 children with-

"
i, la astic age who should have
now 3 school but failed to darken

< of anv scheothouse during
—_ le <es<sion of 1913-14. The
ng T. also indicate that the chil-
swhereld w did enroll in the public
at he M made an attendance record
neats les< than 66 per cent: and

ent of 87 gives 57 per cent
— average' dailv attendance.
D neans that 43 children of

00 <cholastiecs were out of

1’)‘1\ tast vear. The average
fm for the vear 1913-14
htlv above six months,
vas. of course, onlv 66 2-3
v two-thirds of what it
» have bheen: and, by taking

last vear.
has for more than a
" been our scapegoat for
rdne<< in eduecationa tis-
» longer can this old ex-
¢mice 1n face of the faets.
records above referred to
Texas there are 275.-

pm OR
- 5 er cont, or two-thirds, of 57
Gral I that the average daily at-|
ol 10 pe f4»~" the nine months was|
. O mately 38 children, which
hat onlv 38 children of ev-
320 scholasties attended school
the irins the session of nine
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(?h' ro ¢hildren within the scho-
or S ¢, se%en to fwentv-one vears
. .

ar 62,000 of tiwsp f\?;.'rﬂ
vrolled in  the publie
[ the state. and their at-
‘¢ record was 537 per cent.
ed with 66 ;per cent for the
hildren of the state. Thel
States cenaus report for
10w that negro illiteracy in
lecreased during the deeade
0 hy 42 520 persons, while
le report shows that illiter-
ng the whites inereased by
sonls,

sight theze figures sur-
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ad and write, 157.886 of | 9P : .
o read and write, 157 ‘ aver entirely eradicate illiteracy in

and in a sense tend to hu-
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- ted, the percentages fo
two races, daken together or
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aging; for the same report shows
that in percentage illiteracy was on

‘the decrease in Texas during the

decade 1900-1910. In other figures,
combined for both races, illiteracy
in Texas decreased during the pe-
riod under consideration from 14.5
per cent to 9.9 per cent. Or, stat-
ing it separately, the decrease
among negroes was 13.6 per cent as
against 1.8 per cent for white peo-
ple. all of which indicates wholly
unsatisfactorv progress for Texas.

A careful investigation of the sit-
uation makes it clear to the stu-
dent that the backwardness of Tex-
as in educational matters is due
largely to rural school conditions.
which achools constitute bv far the
larger part of the state’s education-
al svstem. The schook of the
towns and cities of Texas are ¢lass-
ed with the verv hest of their kin
anywhere established. and vet the
state as 2 whole ranks in general
educational efficienev far down the
line from first place. Statisties
st compiled at the State Depart-
ment of Fdueation <how that #p-
proximately 912212 scholasties are
residing in rural school distriets,
with the privilege of attending pub-
lie school from two té seven months
in the vear. In general. rural
schools are conducted by inexperi-
enced teachers under very unfavor-
able conditions. Often these teach-
ers are voung women from the
towns and cities, who come with lit-
tle knowledge of rural conditions
and without special training for the
work under hand. Judging from
the progress we are now making.
e is made to wonder if we siMll

Texas.

The fact that many of the lead-
ing nations of the world are now
engaged in disastrous war has serv-
ed to delav for a time much con-

‘:st ctive work in various !ines .of
pes o et

remembered that the preservation
of our social, civie, and- econemic
interests is wholly dependent upon
an enlightened ecitizenship, and, al-
though business interests are suf-
fering a partial suspense, it iz none
the less important that we look can-
tiously to the proper education of
all the people in order that we shall
make secure to ourselves and our
posterity the blessings of a govern-
ment of the people. by the people.
and for the people.

It is an easy matter to defer ac-
tion on anv arduous and baffling
proposition to a more opportune
day. but can Texans affofd to delay
this important work longer when il-
literacy is so prevalent in our
midst? Children by the tens of
thousands are coming within scho-
lastic age vearly, and something
like 80,000 school children are
rounding into manhood and woman-
hood and are becoming citizens of
Texas annually, many of whom are
unable to read and write. In my
opinion, now is the accepted time to
take definite steps toward the elimi-
nation of illiteracy in Texas, and
in line with the duties of my posi-
tion, I am going to the people with
the problems that beset us in mak-
ing the precious heritage of an edu-
eation possible for all the children
of all the people.

DISTRICT COURT PROCEED-
: INGS.

Distriet CouPN\opened Monday
morning on its second week and the
first case called was.805, State of
Texas vs. Jim Kennedy, Arthur and
N. N. Woody. The case against S.
N. Woody was, upon motion of the
district attorney, dismissed.

The case against Arthur Kinney
was then taken up, a jury composed
of W. F. Smith, N. C. Huelster,
Bird Henson. R. L. Wigley, F. W.
Wilcock. M. M. McCutcheon, Geo.
F. Williams, J. Lopee. W. M. Ikens,
R. E. Erwin, Penn Morris and G.
G. Nesbitt was impanneled and on
Wednesday about noon the ecase
wenf to them. At about 3:30 they
turned in a verdict of not guilty.

The case, of Arthur Woody was
then taken up and at this  writing,
Thursdav afternoon, )s still in prog-
ress. ' \

Judge Burney, Cattlemen’s Asso-
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per will be served from. 5 p- m. il
| all are served, and we ) ur?& by |
al who attended Br’ er Tuneh
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ciation attornev. is assisting Dis- |

trict Attorney Will P. Brady in the | waz melfed as fast as it fell.

prosecution and John B. Howard of

Pecos is attorney for the defend-|that they had about a three-inch

ants.

Later—The case went to the jury|that the Santa Fe coaches were cov-
at about 11:30 a. m. today. Fridav.|ered with snow when they arrived.

|

'1. when it hegan in earnest, but

During the summer of 1913 the
City Council, the Commercial Club
and the Fire Department invited
the Panhandle and West Texas
Firemen’s Associatiom to meet at
Pecos, which invitation was accept-
ed and the association held its 1914
meeting here. Our department en-
deavored to raise thq funds neces-
sary for a proper entertainment of
the association by giving several lo-
cal affairs which netted us $278.48.
Besides this athount, quite a num-
her of our enterprising citizens do-
nated moneyv toward the entertain-
ment fund, altogether we raised
£337.48. It was necessary for us
to give $175 in hose cart race
prizes, which with the amounts
spent for delegates, badges, season
tickets to the fair for the delecates,
and “other entertainments cost us
£650.01. This left us a $113.43 de-
ficit, whicli jt hecomes necessary for
us to raise at once.

All of this amount is owed here |
at Pecos, and when raised will bhe
immediately turned loose hiere. W,
do not want to call upon our citi-
zens for further donation and still
we feel sure that you would not ex-
pect us to raise this amount from
the fire bovs. We have always been
readv to fight fires and give you
good fire protection, and shall con-
tinue to do so. You have never
failed to come to our assistance fi-
nancially and otherwise when called
upon and we do not doubt your
willingness to help raise this sum
which js still unpaid.

The -bills have all been audited
and all data is in hands of our sec-
retary, who will be glad to show
any citizen our books at any time.
We expect to raise this amount by
giving a Duteh Supper! on Friday,
Dee. 11, in the building formerly
occupied by Eisle & San. The sup-

will be on hand. Our bovs have
tickets for sale now and we ask
evervone of you to not only buy
ticketa now but also ask vyour
friends to do ho as it will greath
assist us in knowing about how
manyv we will have to feed.

We will give vou the worth of
vour money and evervone who at-
tends will go home thankful thai
you came.

Be sure and do not miss this good
time and also make the fire hoys
happy by helping them out of the
hole.

Price of ticketz 50¢ each. All
the fire bovs have them for zale.
GET YOURS NOW!

Will P. Brady, President.
('. F. Manahan, Vice Pres.
E. B. Kiser. Chief.
E. C. Loper. Asst. Chief.
F. F. Calvert, Secretary.
0. H. Beauchamp. Asst. S.
M. W. Collie.
R. G. Hardgraves.
E. W. Clavton.
John Cole. .
Association Committee.

MEXICAN SHOT AT GRAND-
FALLS.

We are informed that on Tues-
day Prefiedo Mijones, a Mexican,
had been shot about a mile and a
half east of Grandfalls by another
Mexican.

It seems that the one which shot
Mijones was a young man who had
been keeping company with Ma-
jones daughter and wanted to mar-
ry her at once, but Mijones wanted
him to wait until after cotton pick-
ing was over. They had some words
during the afternoon, and that eve-
ning while Mijones was going home,
riding a horse, the other Mexican,
who was afoot, stopped him and
blazed away with a six-shooter, hit-
ting him in the left side, the bullet
ranging upward.

We have not learned as to wheth-
er Mijones is still alive or not.

FIRST SNOW OF THE SEASON

\\'(‘dllf'«’a'\' we were treated to
the first snow storm of the season.
It rained some during the morning
and about 11 o’clock a slight flurry
of snow fell and lasted until nearly

onlv lasted a short time. The
ground was =0 wet that the snow
from - Carlshad

A report comes

snow there. We noticed Wednesday

. e - ——

(Dallas News.)

The News has received the fol-
lowinig from R. C. Buc relative
to the transfer of hkmrphm
Home: 4 !

- It was tendered to the Baptist
General Convention of Texas at
Abilene in eandor and confidence.

It was accepted by the conven-
tion in a noble way, and no confi-
dence was abused.

It was tendered in a ‘way alto-
gether faithful to itz charter and
hyv-laws, and with lovalty to all who
had ever given_ it anything.

It was a(‘(-e%’ml in terms equally
faithful to all  provisions of its
charter and by-lawz. and in terps
even solemnly pledging faithfulness
to those who had given-to it, and ‘o
its principles,*purposes and plans.

Hereafter reports will be made to
the convention and spread officially |
on  its minutes‘ ir.)..éfq‘;ul"nl' ii; i!~i
own hoard, only. and printed as a
matiey of Qnuﬂv.-'.\' on the conven-
tion’s minutes. _

I is now, with all it is and has,
the convention’s orphans’ home.
But it is to select its own board of
nine directors out of twentveseven
men to be nominated annually by
the convention, This - forms a
nexus. : .

But the hoard is to be appointed
and authorized under and according
to its identical old charter and hy-
laws, and is to consist of exactly the
same kind of material. That is to
say, of Baptist deacons in good
standing in their respective church-
es. And before accepting office they
are. as always heretofore, to obli-
gate themselves to honor and main-
tain itz charter and by-laws. The
home’s aofficial bosrd of directors,
the conventioR’s committee to look
after the in t« of the institution
—a close alighnmnt.

Yet it is th- }mventioh' “vapy
Qwn er = hliaus” Havled -3y
the langnage of the report of th-
committee, which was adopted.

But this convention’s orphans’ |
heme owns its own landz under its
charter and in fee simple : and its
own property, and is to use this
property just as heretofore.

In loyalty to the charter and by-
laws, to the sacredness of funds
donuted, the convention volontarily
“pledges™ itself.

It i3 an interesting fact that 'he
convention also makes the .ii‘¢inl
ioard of directors of the » e its
own committee to look af'er the
welfare of the institution and make

annual report. Here is another
very close and beautiful connee-
tion.

But let me give the reader the
actual words that were employed in
the transaction. adopted and made
a matter of record] as follows:

It is in my mind as president and
general manager of Buckner Or-
phans’ Home to tender its entire
property and control to the Baptist
General Convention of Texas, pend-
ing the completion of plans, and of
t* improvements for which con-
tAbutions have been.made and are
now being formulated. This would
of course have to be done in such
satisfactory way as would protect
the vital points of the charter and
by-laws, and in loyalty to all friends
who have made donations for spe-
cific purposes, stated or clearly un-
derstood. And for my part I do
not care how soon such transfer
shall be made on the conditions
herein expressed.

“This must not be interpreted as
indicating any doubt of the contin-
ual and greater growth of this in-
stitution, nor of any modification
with the principles, purposes, plans
or management under which ita
wonderful success has been attain-
ed.

Nor must it be inferred -from
this that T am in the least tired of
the work, or have any dispogition
to lay it down.

R. C. BUCKNER.

A committee was appointed by
the convention consisting of G. W.
Truett (chairman), J. L. Gross, 0.
L. Latimer, Forest Smith and oth-
ers, to respond to the proposed
transfer. and their report as fol-

lows was adopted by unanimons
vole:
Whereas. Buckner Orphan<’

Home, as an institution, has made
a generous tender of itz extensive
preperties, as set forth in the an-
nual report of its president and

i | mede at this convention, Thursday
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evening, Nov. 19, 1914, and a ten-
der of ite t to the Bap-
tist General Convention of Texas;
jand, .

- Whereas, this convention recog-
nizes the up eled success of
this great institution, in its busi-
ness affairs and its accumulation
and utilization of so much valuable

property, always protected by its
charter, while at the same time it

vear, a large-family of orphan chil-
dren and other dependents. under
the same charter and provision of
its by-laws, be it hereby

Resolved 1, That we could not
challenge the wisdom and benefic-
ence of the Divine Providence that
has sustained and otherwise blessed
this Christly institution from its
verv beginning.

Rezolved 2. That we would not
dare lav hands on God’s own an-
ointed institution, in the wav of
anv kind of interference or hind-
rance. but only to bless. to encoyr-|
are and to help. ”

Resolved 3, That we accept that
which has been tendered to us, in
the same spirit of confidence, loyal-
iv. and love with which it has been
offered. and that in such accept-
ance we solemnly pledge that the
principles and purpose set forth in
its charter and by-laws shall ever he
held by us as sacred and inviolable.

Resolved 4, That hereafter as
heretofore,- all lands~bequests, do-
nations and gifts and contributions
of any and every kind now held or
that may be acquired in any way by
Buckner Orphans’ Home. shall be
held. appropriated and used for the
purposes of the institution and its
wards, and i the interest of no
other institution, enterprise or per-
<on, whatever or whomsoever.

Resolved 5, That from twenty-
seven brethren annually nominated
by thiz convention, a hoard of di-
rectors of Buckner Orphans’ Home
shall be selected and authorized un-
def and according to the provision
of itz charter and by-laws, and shall
he recognized, adopted. appointed
and authorized by the convention
as its own committee to ook into

makeve, ; O0CET

port PRGN VRAT to this convention
at its annnal session; the report to
be subject to discussion and to he
acted on and spread upon our min-
utes as any other report that may
come before us for our considera-
tion.

Resolved. in conclusion, that the
convention will ever heartily re-
joice and co-operate in every degree

perity and efficiency that may come
at anv and all times to this. our
very own Buckner Orphans’ Home.

Note.—This was adopted by the
vote of every member and made a
matter of record.

PONY CONTEST ENDS.

Miss Rela Kiger is the Lucky One
and Gets the Outfit, Having
10,065,388 Votes.

On last Saturday the “Pony Con-
test” ended and the votes were
counted and tabulated at each of
the stores that were giving the pony
and trimmings away, after which
thev were turned over to a commit-
tee of three, two of them chosen by
the givers—Messrs. C. B. Jordan
and Ora Beauchamp, who chose Sid
Cowan as the third committeeman
and thev took the- reportz and
counted the votes and reported that
there were onlv four contestants
who had large numbers, as follows:
Rela Kiser . .10,065.388
H. H. Johnson_ Jr... 6,811.856
Elenor Roberson 6,082,812
Ruby Eggleston 1,400,866

The award was made at the ecity
fountain, at which place a large
crowd of children—old and young—
had gathered- and-when Miss Rela
was announced as the winner, there
was slmnting. and clapping of hands.

PASSED AWAY THURSDAY
MORNING.

Word quickly, spread yesterday
morning that Miss Lena Pear] Me-
Carver, daughter of Rev. and Mrs.
(. 8. McCarver. had passed away
that morning at about 6:30 o’clock.

The funeral will be conducted
from the residence at the corner of
Oleander and Third stréets this af-
ternoon at 3 o’clock.

FOUR HUNDRED BALES WERE
: GINNED.

Messrs. Couch & Glover reported
to a Times reporter that up till to-
dav thev have ginned 485 bales of
cotton, which already beats the last
vear’s ontput by Y7 bales. thev hay-
ing ginned 408 hales, and that they
expect to have at least a hundred

general manager, R. C. Buckner.

has provided for and trained, eachy

of betterment, enlargement, pros-|P

That the United States might
have trouble in recruiting a physi-
cally efficient army of even 500,000,
upon which a volunteer force of
-several millions could be built in
the event of need, is the view ex-
pressed by President E. E. Ritten-
house of the Life Extension Insti-
tute and head of the newly-launch-
ed National Health Guard.

t;“’e
large sums of money in strengthen-
ing our forts and our navv.” He-
clares President - Rittenhouse, “but
what of the men who would make
up the first American army of 500,-
000, which General Wotherspoon
has recommended in his report to
the Secretary of War? What kind~
of soldiers would he get if the armv
were to be raised now?

“I am quoting no less an author-
ity than Dr. Frank R. Keefer, pro-
fessor of military hygiene at West
Point and a lieutenant colonel of
the medical gorps, when 1 call at-
tention to the fact that to-day the
number of men rejected for one
reason or another, but chiefly on
account of physical . deficiencies,
ereatly exceeds those accepted. Tt
has been estimated that but one out
of six is finally retained. - If this be
true, for his 500,000 men, General
Wotherspoon would have to physi-
cally examine 3,000,000 men_ and
reject 2,500,000. As a matter of
fact, he would have to lower the
standard in order to enlist a large
army.

“0Of course war ig folly. Thereis
no phrase in the English language
strong enough to express the ah-
surdity of killing the strongest men
of the nation in ordgr to settle a
dispute, but until war is abolished,
we must be prepared to successfully
meet it.

“Patriotism alone, then, it seems
would demand that we pay heed at
., |yt JNRL "1
ﬁrmﬁm.- o .
ant are the following signs which
seem to indicate an apparent de-
cline in the vitality of the Ameri-

can people: .

“Is it of no importance to the
nation that the diseases of degener-
ation, such as those of the heart,
arteries and kidnevs, have increased
19 per cent during the last census
eriod (10 vears)?

“Is it of no concern to the Amer-
ican nation that these diseases, as
indicated by the mortality rate in
Massachusetts, New Jersey and 16
American citie€ have apparently in-
creased nearly 100 per cent since
18807 ‘

 “Is it*not worthy of notice that
these diseases, indicating the break-
ing down of the most important
hard-worked organs of the hody are
reaching down and increasing the
vounger age period ? ‘

“T am in no sense a pessimist or
an alarmist. nor are those with
whom I am associated in the Life
Extension Institute. We realize
that a very large portion of the
sickness and mortality from these
chronic diseases could be prevented

the acnte diseases. The National
Health Guard is organized to aid in
the field. This is a patriotic or-
ganization, no fees or dues being
required. It is designed to assist in
stimulating the interest of the indi-
vidual in the conservation of his
health and life. and also to arouse
the body golitic to the need of
guarding national vitality, the mosat
precious asset of the nation.”

THANKSGIVING SERVICES.

On account of the bad weather on
Thanksgiving day, union Thanks-
giving services were postponed un-
til Sunday, when they were held at
the Baptist chureh. .

There waz a splendid congrega-
tion and all seemed to enjoy the
services, which were conducted by
Rev. J. B. Cole, pastor of the Bap-
tist church. who gave a splendid
address. ; J

The singing was’rendered bv a
union choir, and Misz Edna Ger-
many rendered in a delightful way
the beautifnl solo, “More T.ove to
Thee O Lord.” ,

" Revs, Homer Magee of the Chris-
tian chureh and Fred Little of the
Methodist church, assisted in the
services. | |

At the close ofthe services a col-
lection was taken up ‘which will be
used by the churches in charity
work.

more bales this season.

il d Ve o

are cheerfully spending .
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