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Recall election officially set,
will have virtually no impact

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Big Spring Mayor Russ McEwen
will have the distinction of being
one of the few elected officials to
have their name on.a ballot twice,
as the city council acknowledged
Tuesday night there will be a recall
election during the May 12 election.

City Finance Director Peggy
Walker told council members area
supporters of the recall petition
gathered 498 signatures in the
effort to oust McEwen, 25 signa-
tures more than the required 473.

However, any plans to remove
McEwen from the council with the
petition were null and void, as the
recall election will be held on the

“Typically, this provision in our charter is used to 5
removg an elected official prior to the end of their term. |
That's not the way this particular petition is going to

work. They are going to vote on the same ballot.” 1

—Peggy Walker, city finance director

same May bal]ot as a regular elec-
tion for the mayoral seat.

“The recall election will be on the
ballot first because it is for the
prior period,” said Walker. “It will
ask whether voters are for or
against the recall of the mayor. The
very next item will be the election
of a mayor.

“McEwen has stated he plans to

run for re-election, but the first day
to officially file to run for the office
is Feb. 12. So there’s really no way
to tell who will be running against
him, and there’s always the chance
he’ll run unopposed.”

McEwen was targeted along with
four council members for recall in

See RECALL, Page 3A
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HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Big Spring Mayor Russ McEwen listens during Tuesday

night’'s meeting of the city council as City Finance Director
Peggy Walker explains how the recall election for the
mayor will be held May 12.

Spay-neuter
project gets
$15,000 boost

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The Big Spring Police
Department’s Animal
Friendly Spay-Neuter
Project got a healthy shot
in the arm Tuesday, as
state officials gave the go-
ahead for an additional
$15,000 for the program:.

The program, which
garnered $25,000 from
state supporters in
September 2005 and was
bumped up to $30,000 in
September 2006, has been
a huge success, according
to BSPD Lt. Terry
Chamness, grant coordi-
nator.

“Even with the addi-
tional funding this year,
we started January with
$3,000. So we were fully
expecting to run out of
funds this month,” said
Chamness. “We received
a call from Austin, how-
ever, and they asked us if
we thought we could use
some extra money for the
project.

“They didn’t tell us how
much was available, so
we requested $10,000.
They contacted us this
week and asked if we
could handle $15,000. It
was a very pleasant sur-
prise.”

Chamness said the
requirements for the pro
gram are fairly simple,
and pet owners will be
able to use the
veterinarian
of their choice.

“The vouch-
ers will pay up
to $80 for dogs
and $70 for
cats,” said
Chamness.
“The owner of
the animal
must provide
proof of vaccination
against rabies, a state
requirement, and a city
license for the pet, a local
requirement. They  also

to provide the breed
of the animal, and weight
is very important with
the dogs.

“Once all of the require-
ments are satisfied, they
will be given a voucher to
take to their vet. They
can have the procedure
done, after which the vet
can turn the voucher in
to us to be compensated.”

Stray dogs are not eligi-
ble fro the program,
according to Chamness,
unless someone in the
community wants to take
responsibility for the ani-

Chamness

See SPAY, Page 3A
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Big Spring High School journalism students, from left, Sergio Gatica, Alex Emerson, Colin Hunnicutt and Casey Moore look
over a copy of “El Rodeo,” the BSHS yearbook which recently won a gold medal award in recent national judging.

Journalism students’ yearbook adds gold
medal award to mounting list of accolades

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Big Spring High School journal-
ism students excelled in recent
national judging.

“El Rodeo,” the BSHS yearbook,
earned a gold medal award from
Columbia Scholastic Press

Association (CSPA) in New York,
said BSHS journalism instructor
Leland Mallett.

High school journalism classes
from across the country annually
submit publications to the CSPA
for judging.

This year’'s BSHS yearbook, edit-
ed by Jessica Olivas and Jake

White, earned 934 points out of a
possible 1,000. Page design and pho-
tography earned perfect scores
from the judges, Mallett said.
“Last year we earned a silver
medal,” Mallett said. “We took
many of the suggestions from last

See AWARD, Page 3A

Texas Legislature convenes; Craddick re-elected Speaker

By JIM VERTUNO

Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN — The 80th Texas Legislature
convened its 140-day session Tuesday
with a big pot-of money to spend, a floor
fight over House leadership that fizzled
by late afternoon and lots of pomp and

circumstance.
Now it's time to start the work of set-

— and debating other myriad issues.

While first days of a legislative session

ting the two-year state budget — the usually bring promises of bipartisan-
only bill lawmakers are required to pass ship for a better Texas, Tuesday’s action
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first time Tuesday.

W

in the House was dominat-
ed by the battle for House
Speaker between
Republicans Tom Craddick
of Midland, who has held
the post since 2003, and
Jim Pitts of Waxahachie.
Craddick eventually won
the test of wills. Pitts, who
led the charge for disgrun-
tled Republicans and
Democrats, ended the his-
toric coup attempt when he
conceded and said ' he
would vote for Craddick.
Craddick w;{ elected
speaker on a 121-27 vote.
“The success of this ses-
sion will not be judged by
what has happened over
the last few hours,” Gov.
Rick Perry said. “Texas is
better . off when

+

Republicans and Democrats work
together. The issues are too important
for anything but.”

Craddick vowed to be a more respon-
sive leader.

“If in some way I fall short of your
expectations and needs, please tell me,
and I will do my best to correct that
shortcoming,” he told lawmakers in his
acceptance speech.

The Legislature which meets once
every two years in regular session,
began its 4 1/2-month marathon at 12:06
p.m., when Secretary of State Roger
Wllliams pounded the gavel bringing
the House to order. The Senate con-
vened 12 minutes later.

The session is scheduled to adjourn on
Memorial Day. ;

The first weeks of the session often
have a slow and deliberate pace, more
like a train leaving a station than a
sprinter’s burst at the sound of the gun.
State lawmakers took their oath of office
Tuesday but Gov. Rick Perry’s inaugu-

See LEGISLATURE, Page 3A
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Obituaries
Carol Sue Rutherford 'Eldred (Rudy) Noble BUIIet|n Board

passed away Jan. 5, 2007, at the Hospice

Hospital. A memorial service was held
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2007, at the Chapel at
Manor Park with the Rev. Dick Spencer
officiating. The memorial was preceded
by a private gravesite service.

41 Sue was born in Stamford on July 7,
{ 1935 to Wm. E. (Lige) Prewit and Verna
Yarbro Prewit.

Sue graduated from StamfondﬂlghSchoolmlsss
and married John William Rutherford in 1955. She
resided in Colorado City, Rule, Big Spring, Monahans
and Midland. She retired as an employee of the city of
Midland in 1996. Sue was a resident of the Manor Park
community and enjoyed doing volunteer work for
Alzheimer's patients.

Survivors include sons Jeff Rutherford of Fairview
and his wife Patricia; John S. Rutherford of Midland
and his wife Deanna and Jim Rutherford of
Sharpsburg Ga., and his wife Rebecca; seven grand-
children, Brian Rutherford and his wife Julie, Lauren
Rutherford, Will Rutherford, Kaden Rutherford, Noah
Rutherford, Kennedy Rutherford and Jacob
Rutherford. Sue is also survived by brothers and sis-
ters Jane Lloyd of Graham and her husband Bill, Faye
Stubbs of San Angelo, Bob Prewit of Silver City, N.M.
and his wife Dorothy, Verna Davis of Big Spring and
her husband Don Finkenbinder, Jim Prewit of West
Columbia and wife Linda, Carl Prewit of Corpus
Christi and wife Janice; sister-in-law Doris Prewit, of
Winters; sister-in-law Edith Prewit of Hobbs, N.M.;
and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her parents and four
brothers, William M (Bill) Prewit, E.E. (Gene) Prewit,
Donald L. (Don) Prewit, and Tommy J. Prewit; and two
sisters, Linda Kay Prewit, and Lucy Prewit Jarmes.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of
Midland. Online condolences can be made at:

www.npwelch.com
Puaid obituary

¥

Rick Dyer

Rick Dyer, 55, of Big Spring, died at Medical Center
Hospital in Odessa on Monday after-
noon, Jan. 8, 2007. Ricky was born in
Big Spring on Jan. 5, 1952, to Hubert H.
and Mar Lou Dyer. After graduating
from Big Spring High School in 1970, he
followed his dad into the plumbing busi-
ness. He achieved his "Master Plumber”
license at a very young age and owned
and operated Dyer Plumbing and Air
Conditioning. He was a member of
Hillcrest Baptist Church. He was a busi-
ness man and an entrepreneur. Ricky was interested
in his community and ran for public office.

* Badvices will be at 2 pim. Thursday, Jan. 11, 2007, at
fhe NaRey-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with the

| Rév “Ray® NeH Dyer officiating. Interfiient will Follow

at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. Wednesday at the funeral home.

Survivors include one son, Richie F. Dyer and wife
Carol of Big Spring; two granddaughters, Kendra and
Kaylee Dyer, both of Big Spring; two sisters, Candra
Pickett and husband Roy of Odessa and Pamela Rolfe
of Big Spring; one brother, Rocky Dyer and wife
Sharon of Midland; and several nephews, nieces,
cousins, aunts, uncies and life-long friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

Ricky was very close to his son, Richie, who was the

his granddaughters for rides to get chocolate and toys!
One of his life-long dreams was to learn to fly an air-
plane, which he did, and loved every minute he spent
in the air!

Ricky saw life as an adventure and lived life to the
fullest.

The family suggests memorials be made to the
American Cancer Memorial Program, in care of
Carolyn Brooks, P.O. Box 2121, Big Spring 79721-2121.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at:

www.npwelch.com
Paid obituary

Weather

Tonight...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper 40s.
South winds 15 To 20 mph. .Thursday...Mostly
cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s. South winds 15 to 20
mph. .Thursday night...Mostly cloudy with isolated
showers. Lows in The upper 40s. South winds 10 to 15
mph. .Friday...Mostly cloudy with isolated showers.
Highs in the mid 60s. South winds 10 to 15 mph.
JFriday night...Mostly cloudy with isolated showers
and Thunderstorms. Colder. Lows 39 to 44.
.Saturday...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of

showers and Thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 50s.

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of Showers and thunderstorms. Lows 36 to 40.

.Sunday...Mostly cloudy with isolated showers. Colder.
Highs in The lower 40s. .Sunday night...Mostly
cloudy. Colder. Lows in the lower 20s. .Martin luther
king jr day...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 30s.
.Monday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows 17 to 22.
‘Tuesday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 40s.

Coronado Hills Apartments

1 Bedroom - $375 * 2 Bedroom - $475 + 3 Bedroom - $575

801 W. Marcy - 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720
Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking
& Washer - Dryer Conn. o)
Pm “Remember

Carol Sue Rutherford, 71, of Midland 1

Rudy Noble, 54, was called home to be

lnpatithmtathdlandlkmornl~

with his Lord, Jan. 8, 2007, following a
sudden illness. Memorial services are
11 am. Friday, Jan. 12, 2007, at

Cherise Felty officiating.

Rudy was born Feb. 6, 1952, in Fort
Sill, Okla., the oldest child of Verda Lou
and Eldred Allen Noble. The family
moved to Big Spring in 1970. He had
worked for 7-Eleven for the past 18
years.

Rudy was a believer in the Lord, Jesus Christ and
seized the opportunity of working with the public to
share the Gospel. He led many people to salvation and
was well-known for his evangelical gifts.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

He is survived by his three children and their spous-
es, Ken and Jennifer Noble, Delana and Josh
Eilenberger and Joseph Noble, all of Big Spring; his
five grandchildren, Logan, Hannah and Isabella Noble
and Allie and Ryan Eilenberger, all of Big Spring; his
siblings and their spouses, Charles Noble, Dee and
Johnnie Sevey, Deantha and Larry Cotton, Karen
Thurman and Janet and Preston Daylong, all of Big
Spring and Melinda and Jeff Murphree of Lubbock;
and stepmother, Marjorie Noble of Clovis, N.M.

The family will be at 1201 Pennsylvania.

Arrangements are under the direction of Myers and
Smith Funeral Home. Pay your respects online at

www.myersandsmith.com
Paid obituary

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 a.m.
today:

« KEITH KELLY, 23, of 600 W. Interstate Highway
20, was arrested Monday on a charge of aggravated
assault.

« KRISTINA ESCAMILLA, 24, of 1503 Cherokee,
was arrested Tuesday on a charge of driving while
license invalid.

* GARY PARTLOW, 37, of 1501 Lexington, was
arrested Tuesday on a local citation.

* NANCY CUELLAR, 19, of 1002 N. Main Street, was
arrested Tuesday on a local citation.

* NAKEITHA MCVAE, 20, of 1209 Mesa, was arrest-
ed Tuesday on a local citation and a charge of public
intoxication.

* THEFT was reported:

- in the 900 block of Willia.

- in the 600 block of 12th Street.

* POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA-
PHERNALIA was reported in the 1100 block of 11th
Place.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported:

- in the 400 block of Gregg Street.

i.mlnt.\\cmhlockofknt_ Vel T

« ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VlOl.BNCE was
reported:
- in the 700 block of Lancaster.
- in the 1500 block of Scurry.
- in the 3300 block of Highway 80.

. Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency

Medical Services reported the following
joy of his life. He loved children and enjoyed taking |

activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of 11th
Place. Service was refused.

 MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Lynn.
One person was transported to the VAMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of FM
700. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of
Birdwell Lane. Service was refused.

Take Note

* ANGELFOOD MINISTRY ORDERS ARE BEING
TAKEN from 10 am. to 6 p.m. this Thursday and
Friday at North Birdwell United Methodist Church,
2702 N. Birdwell. For more information, contact
Madeline Boadle at 267-2203.

* HERITAGE MUSEUM IS WORKING with
Tumbleweed Smith to produce a video documentary
on the life of Pat McCormick, the famous woman bull-
fighter from Big Spring.

If you have information to share about her, you are
invited to come to the museum between 5 p.m. and 6
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11.

serine HERALD

www BigSpringHerald com
, Big Sky. Big Heart. Big Spring

432-263-7331 Missed Your Paper:
(Main Switchboard) “M 7335
4329647205 (Pax) s

Ronnie Cupstid Publisher . Ext_ 250
John A. Moseley Managing Editor . Ext. 230
Rick Nunez Advertising Manager- . ‘Ext. 229
Duane McCollum Circulation Manager . Ext. 284
Tony Hernandez Production Manager_. Ext. 256

except Christmas Day. All materials
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Big P.O.
Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals -t Big

Cornerstone Church with Chaplain

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email

TODAY .
« Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

« Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman'’s Restaurant.

« Coffee Club meets at 10 am. in Gale’s Sweet

« Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267
6479.

« Friends of the Library meets at noon in the
Honni County Library, 500 S. Main.

« Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the
Railroad Museum located at Second and Main
streets.

« American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at
3203 W. Highway 80.

« The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

« Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more infor-
mation.

« Staked Plains Lodge No. 598 meets at 6:30 p.m. at
221 Main. Meal served. Meeting at 7 p.m.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267- 10&7 or 267-
T281.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

« Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur-
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area senior
citizens are invited.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff's Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 55 inmates at the time of this report.

« ROBBY CARROLL ATKINSON, 35, was arrested
Tuesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke probation
for driving while license invalid.

« KEITH D. KELLY, 23, was transferred to the coun-
ty jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of aggravat-
ed assault with a deadly weapon.

* PAUL VIERA JR., 21, was transferred to the coun-

.ty jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of failupejo

appear - unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

*« SABRINA GUTIERREZ PEREZ, 31, was arrested
Tuesday by the HCSO on charges of bondsman off
bond for theft, bondsman off bond for possession of a
controlled substance and possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

» ADRIENNE DANIELLE REYNOLDS, 17, was
transferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on
a charge of failure to identify - giving false informa-
tion.

* KRISTINA ELAINE ESCAMILILA, 24, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a
charge of driving while license suspended.

* CHRISTOPHER DAVID GONZALES, 32, was
transferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on
a charge of driving while license suspended/invalid.

* RICKIE DELL HAIR, 33, was arrested Tuesday by
DPS on charges of driving while intoxicated with a
passenger under 15 years (two counts).

* NED RANDAL HILDEBRAND, 33, was arrested
Tuesday by the HCSO on charges of running a stop
sign and driving while license invalid with a previous

I Lottery

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Cash 5 drawing
Tuesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 16-18-19-29-33

Number matching five of five: none.

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn
Tuesday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 928
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Contract: Seven Diamonds.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
#A6532
PAJI09
¢K9
*43
WEST EAST
*QJ109 87
YKQ8 $76543
*76 5432
$KQ8 #765
SOUTH
*K4
v2
¢AQJI108
$AJ1092
Dear Mr. Becker: 1 suffer from
nightmares — bridge nightmares,

that is. I have this recurring dream
where | hold the West hand and find
myself on lead against seven dia-
monds.

I always lead a trump, and South
draws four rounds of trumps. | dis-
card a club on the third trump lead,
and so does dummy, but on the next
trump lead | run into a serious prob-
lem.

Sometimes I discard the cight of
hearts. When | do, South plays a
heart to the ace and rufls a heart,
establishing the J-10 as tricks. He
then plays the K-A of spades and
cashes dummy’s two high hearts,
whereupon 1 get squeczed and
declarer makes the rest of the tricks

By Steve Becker
A Horrible Nightmare

Tomorrow: Wrong way (o run a railroad.
02007 King Features Syndicate Inc

— to the tune of 2,440 points.

Sometimes | discard a spade at
trick four. When | do, South cashes
the K-A of spades and ruffs a spade,
establishing two spade tricks in
dummy. He then plays a heart to
dummy’s ace and cashes the 6-5 of
spades. I discard a heart on the fourth
round of spades, but on the fifth
spade, I'm again hopelessly
squeezed. Whether | discard my king
f)? hearts or a club from the K-Q,
South makes the rest of the tricks.

Sometimes I discard the queen of
clubs at trick four, hoping declarer
won't realize ['ve unguarded the
king. But South is a real smart cookie
and invariably sces through my
scheme. He plays the ace, nails the
king, and I wind up shelling out the
same 2,440 points.

Now, even though the stakes are
nominal and the whole thing’s only a
drcam, the fact is that psychologi-
cally, | can't afford to continually
lose that many poinls on one deal. |
was therefore wondering whether
you can suggest any way for me to
escape this awful dilemma. I would
be most appreciative of any help you
might give me. Cordially yours,
Constant Reader.

Dear C.R.: Happy to oblige. The
next time this termble dream recurs, |
suggest you ask for a new deal. You
have only 12 cards! Cordially yours,
S.B.

LOCAL/STATE

RECALL

Continued from Page 1A

an affidavit filed last
month by citizens object-
ing to the city council’s
passage of a no-smoking
ordinance. However, dur-
ing the verification
process, it was deter-
mined petitioners had not
gathered enough valid
signatures to force recall
elections for District 1
Councilwoman Stephanie

Horton, District 3
Councilwoman JoAnn
Staulcup, District 4
Councilwoman Gloria
McDonald or District 5
Councilwoman Joann
Knox.

And while pro-recall cit-
izens succeeded in one of
five efforts, Walker said
the election will have no
bearing on who does — or
doesn’'t — take the
mayor’s seat on the coun-
cil.

“I don’t see how the
recall election can have
any influence on the
electing of a mayor in
May,” said Walker.
“Typically, this provision
in our charter is used to
remove an elected official
prior to the end of their
term. That’s not the way
this particular petition is
going to work. They are
going to vote on the same

ballot.

“If a.citizen does not
want Russ McEwen to be
mayor, they have the
option to simply not vote
for him, rather than nat
vote for him and vote fo
the recall. It’'s a redun-
dancy. One will not super-
sede the other. It's a very
unusual situation, to say
the least.”

Charging that the coun-
cil “circumvented the will
of the majority of elec-
tors” in passing a law
banning smoking in pub-
lic places, local residents
Shannon Thomason and
Robert “Steve” Campbell
filed an affidavit with the
city secretary's office
Nov. 6 to recall the five
members of the council.

Also turning in peti-
tions were  Thomas
Tafuro, Willard Robinson,
Cy Barg, John Huckabee
and Cindy McGuire.

Councilmen Gregg
Biddison and Manuel
Ramirez Jr. — who voted
against the smoking ordi-
nance — were not named
in the petition or affi-
davit.

McEwen said the recall
election will have no
impact on how he runs
his campaign for re-elec-
tion.

“This doesn’'t change
how I plan to run at all,”
said McEwen.

“I have-a record, and if

people think it's a good
record, then they should

vote for me. If they think .

it's a bad record, then
they shouldn’'t vote for
me. Then they should
vote for someone else.
The situation (with the
recall) doesn't change
that at all.

“I can’t conceive that I'll
run unopposed,” added
McEwen. “There’'s a
group of citizens that are
out there saying they
want to recall me, so you
have to believe they are
going to come up with
some kind of candidate.
The recall effort is still
redundant because you
have a recall election on
the very same day I'm up
for re-election. I still don’t
understand the reasoning
behind this.”

Also during Tuesday’s
meeting, the council:

« Awarded the bid for
lease purchase financing
for various equipment
and capital improve-
ments.

« Approved first reading
of a resolution authoriz-
ing the mayor to execute
arenewal agreement with
the West Texas Water Ski
Club.

» Approved first reading
of a resolution authoriz-
ing the mayor to execute
a mutual release of all
claims with Thomas A.
Land regarding the city’s
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Continued from Page 1A

year’'s critique and
applied it to this year’s
book.”

“It's a pretty elite
honor,” he added. “Only
about 5 percent of the
publications submitted
receive gold medals.”

This is the second top
honor the book has
received this year. It also
won fourth place in Best

of Show at the
national jour-
nalism conven-

tion in
Nashville last
November.

“We felt real-
ly proud of the
book from the
beginning,”
Mallett said. “It's always
good to hear from stu-
dents, teachers and now
top organizations how
well they liked it.”

Because of top honors

Mallett

for both student publica-
tions, Mallett has been
invited to present at the
national CSPA conven-
tion in New York this
March. Mallett is also on
CSPA'’s judging board for
2007.

“The Corral” should
receive UIL ratings with-
in the next month:
Students plan to attend
the 80th Annual
Interscholastic Press
Association’s convention
in April to find out if

either publication earns a
Star Award — UIL’s top
honor to student publica-
tions.

The Corral has earned
Star Awards the last three
years.

Mallett said most of the
credit for the slew of
awards goes to the 19-
member journalism staff
at BSHS.

“Most people don’t
know it's pretty much a
student-run operation —
they write the stories,

they take the photos, they
design the pages,” he
said. “I'm just here to
organize and make sure
everyone’s on the same

page.”

Leland Mallett con-
tributed to this report.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

SPAY

Continued from Page 3A

mal.

“If someone calls us and
says they have a stray in
their neighborhood and
want to have it spayed or
neutered, we can’'t do

that,” said ' Chamhess.
“However, if that person
is willing to take respon-
sibility for the animal, get
it's shots and city license,
we can certainly provide
them with a voucher.”
Chamness said he hopes
to see the program have a
positive effect on the Big

f

Spring area.

“The grant comes
through the Texas
Department of State

Health Services Zoonosis
Division,” said
Chamness. “The funds
come from the sale of the
animal-theme license
plates. They recently

decided to take those
funds and ‘put them into
the sterilization of pets.
“The state of Texas
spends more than $20 mil-
lion each year for the
euthanasia of animals.
And while that number
seems huge, we spend
quite a bit on the same

thing here in.Big Spring.”

For 'more information,
contact the BSPD at 264-
2550.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

LEGISLATURE

Continued from Page 1A

ration and party won't
come until Jan. 16.

Lawmakers face months
of committee hearings
and floor sessions that
will test their spirit of
bipartisanship on issues
such as taxes, education,
immigration and criminal
justice.

Even the good news — a
$14.3 billion surplus that
leaves the state in good
financial shape — is sure
to cause a fight later
when lawmakers argue
about how to spend it.

But the first day is more
about fun.

Tuesday saw a flurry of
activity in and around the

Capitol as visitors and
lobbyists swarmed the
hallways. Hundreds of
people waited to get into
the House gallery, the
snaking up and down
three stories through the
rotunda more than two
hours before the chamber
opened.

Many hoped to get a
glimpse of the action to
come, although seating
was limited in the visi-
tors’ gallery. The line was
dominated by more than
200 supporters of fresh-
man House member
Paula Hightower, D-
Arlington, many of them
wearing blue and yellow
“Paula” stickers on their
chest or waving flags with
her name.

Girl Scout Troop 736

BSISD trustees set for annual
evaluation of superintendent

Big Spring Independent
School District trustees
will conduct their annual
evaluation of
Superintendent Michael
Downes when they hold a
special meeting at 5:15
p.m. Thursday in the
high school board room.

Downes has held the top
spot at BSISD since 2002.

Trustees will consider

|
|

82
i
i

2235288
i
! _9;2 ;

|

the evaluation in closed
session before announc-
ing their results later in
the meeting. Each time in
the past, they've extended
Downes’ contract by a

year.
In other Dbusiness,
trustees will consider res-
ignations, retirements
and hirings.
EXPERIENCE
COUNTS
g v ook gy

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D,

Dosctor-Lawyer in Fulldime Liw Practice

Richand A. Dodd, 1.C.
Timothy R. ino, PC.

Bosrd Cernibied Prowmal Tjury Teiad Law and Civil Tisad
e by the Tensn Baard of Lagal Specidinuion
NO PEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON. TEXAS

from Austin was near the
front of the line.

“I'm hopeful they’ll see
women can make deci-
sions and lead,” said
Karen Dulaney Smith,
whose daughter Ariel is
in the troop.

Fifth-grader Zarina
Adams was more
impressed with the interi-
or view of the massive
Capitol dome and rotun-
da.

Senators elected Sen.
Mario Gallegos, D-
Houston, president pro
tempore, a mostly hon-
orary position but one
that occasionally wields
power. The president pro
tempore takes over the
duties of the governor’s
office when the elected
governor and lieutenant

-y

governor are out of the
state.

The Senate avoided a
dust-up over the tradition-
al rule that it takes a two-
thirds majority to bring a
bill to the floor for a vote.

Bombastic freshman
Sen. Dan Patrick, R-
Houston, who is also a
popular conservative
radio talk-show host,
asked senators to change
the rule to require a sim-
ple majority. Republicans
have a 20-11 majority, one
shy of the two-thirds nec-
essary.

He was voted down 30-1.

By Wednesday, the
pomp and circumstance
will be largely gone.
There will be moments of
honoring sports teams,
celebrities and war

‘
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The Quick Way to Payday

We'll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next {':

payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long ¢
distance you want and the discount you deservel %
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID
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Announces New Physician

Samiran Das, MD

Board Certified Internal Medicine
Now Accepting New Patients

Big Spring and Midland
Call For Appointment
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heroes to break up the
policy debates, but for the
most part, lawmakers will
get down to business.
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occupancy of and alleged
damages to property.

« Approved first reading
of a resolution authoriz-
ing the mayor to execute
a contract with Scenic
Mountain Medical Center
for its WorkSTEPS pro-
gram.

« Approved emergency
reading of a resolution
authorizing the mayor to
execute a master lease
agreement with Chase
Equipment Leasing Inc.

» Approved first reading
of a resolution authoriz-
ing the mayor to execute
a joint election agreement

with Big Spring
Independent School
District.

» Approved first reading

of a resolution authoriz-
ing the mayor to execute
an election services con-
tract with the Howard
County Elections
Administrator.

» Approved first reading
of a resolution establish-
ing TexSTAR Investment
Pool as an authorized
investment and authoriz-.
ing the mayor to execute
an application for partici-
pation.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Noe Blanco, 46, died
Friday. Funeral Services
will be at 2:00 PM
Wednesday at
Lighthouse Restoration
Center with burial at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park.

Ruth Grantham, 87,
died Saturday. Funeral
Services will be at 10:00
AM Wednesday at Myers
& Smith Chapel with
burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park.

Rudy Noble, 54, died
Monday. Memorial
Services will be at 11:00
AM Friday at
Cornerstone Church.

“We are very
1 grateful to each
and everyone who
called, came by,
sent flowers, food
and/or cards of
comfort during
this time of loss
of our son,
Kerry Simpkins.
Thank you,
the family of
Gene and Frankie
Simpkins” -
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On All Your Insurance

FARMERS®*

?
(432) 267-3857

©2007 HE-8 Food Stores, 07-1570CS

H-E-B Customers

The price advertised for
Pall Mall Cigarettes carton In the
January 10, 2007 H-E-B ad
is incorrect.
The correct retall price Is
$28.99 per carton.

We apologize for any Inconvenience
this has caused.

H-E-B

264-6860
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' E DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abrids-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
Jor a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated

Ronnie Cupstid
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

QuRrR VIEWS

ounty bent
on repeating
past fatlures

t's a do-over. A $331,000 do-over. That’s

the n2cision Howard County commission-

ers came to on a 3-2 vote Monday, effec-

tively chucking any and all previous
designs for a new jail facility — along with
project coordinator and local architect Phil
Furqueron in favor of starting the entire
process over.

And while it may seem like a good idea to
just start over when times get tough and the
bickering and infighting threatens to drive
everyone to the brink, it's hard to forget who
will be picking up the tab for this colossal bun-
gle: Howard County taxpayers.

Furqueron, who has worked on the project
for more than two years, will not only walk
away from the affair retaining all rights to the
schematic drawings, specifications and other
data he contributed for the future jail, but he
will most likely walk away with a healthy
parting gift in the form of contract termina-
tion penalties, part of his original agreement
with the county.

So, why was Furqueron canned?

According to newly-elected County Judge
Mark Barr, Furqueron is a casualty of the
“political climate” coming out of a failed bond
election to finance the proposed jail.

“Phil has done nothing but what we’ve asked
him to do,” Commissioner Emma Brown said
during the meeting. “However, 1 feel like
maybe we should go in a different direction. I
hate to do this, but you have to do what you

- - —have to do.”

Isn’t that just another way of saying, “Sorry
Phil, but we need a scapegoat on this project,
and you're it?”

While Brown, who draws more than $35,000 a
year salary excluding longevity pay — for
serving two mornings each month on the com-
missioner’s court, might not feel the full fiscal
strain this do-over will put on county taxpay-
ers, it’s likely John Q. Public will.

It seems like he always does.

During the meeting, Barr said the citizens of
Howard County deserve some answers to ques-
tions, including why an existing building can
or cannot be used, or why the courthouse can
or cannot be renovated to house a new jail.

However, as Barr begins to pry at the curious
nature of his constituents, he may not be as
pleased at some of the other questions they
have.

For instance, why throw $331,000 of the tax-
payers’ money out the window just to bring in
a new architect to do what has already been
done? Why terminate Furqueron’s contract
when it’s been the inability of the commis-
sioner’s court to establish a clear direction
that has delayed and defeated this project time
and time again?

In the end, the commissioner’s court now
stands in the same spot it stood more than two
years ago, no closer to designing — much less
actually building — a new county jail.

And if this most-recent debacle seems like de-
ja-vu, it's not. The county danced through the
same fruitless steps in the 1990s, spending
nearly $500,000 before throwing in the towel
and completely ignoring the need for a new
jail for the next decade.

Pointing fingers, playing the blame game and
throwing away taxpayer money won't get a
new jail built.

Sadly, it appears the decision to “start over”
is really nothing more than repeating the past.

OPINION

Say adios to Venezuelan democracy

=ntil now, Venezuelan
" President Hugo Chavez
i has been able to claim
‘that he rules over a
'"democracy. But that is about to
f change.

You can’t have a democracy if
opposing the government becomes
a crime, if the media is censored
and only one political party
is allowed to flourish.

Chavez's ambition to
become a dictator
should not take any-
one by surprise. Over
the last eight years,
through a series of
pseudo-juridical
institutional trans-
formations, he has
progressively
turned his democra-
tically elected gov-
ernment into a commu-
nist, authoritarian
regime.

He makes no secret of
his admiration for Cuban
dictator Fidel Castro
and has already emu-
lated the Cuban totali-
tarian system in
many ways.

Yet Chavez had
been able to claim to
be democratic because, although
reluctantly, he allowed the opposi-
tion to challenge him in elections
and in the media.

However, after his December
reelection, apparently he now feels
ready to take more dramatic steps
toward what he calls the “construc-
tion of socialism” in Venezuela.

As he begins a new six-year pres-
idential term this week, Chavez is
vowing to shut down Radio
Caracas Television, Venezuela’s
largest and oldest network, because
it allows the expression of political
ideas opposing the Chavez regime.

Since the TV station was among
many media outlets that supported
the bungled coup against Chavez in
2002 and a general strike against
his government in 2003, the dicta-
tor-elect apparently feels he has
consolidated enough power to retal-
iate.

“Go and turn off the equipment,”
Chavez said as he vowed to deny
r-newal of the network’s license,
*/hich expires in May. In one more
of his many bombastic speeches,
Chavez said the network is “at the
service of coups against the people,

against the nation, against national
independence, against the dignity
of the republic.”

Of course, this threat of totalitar-
ian censorship has been con-
demned as a grave violation of free-
dom of expression by many con-
cerned observers, from press free-
dom groups like Reporters Without

Borders and the Inter-
American Press
Association to the
Organization of
American States.
“The closing of a
mass communica-
tions outlet is a
rare step in the
history of our
hemisphere
and has no

precedent in
the recent
decades of
democracy,”
said OAS

Secretary-

General Jose
Miguel Insulza,
in a statement

that also noted

that the mea-

sure “serves

as a warning

against other
news organizations, leading them
to limit their actions at the risk of
facing the same fate.”

Insulza said he hoped “this deci-
sion will be revised.”

But the dictator-elect is undaunt-
ed.

In a radio interview, he said the
decision is “irrevocable” because
RCTV “didn’'t pass the test to
receive a renewal of a concession
from a state that is serious, respon-
sible, committed and respectful of
the people.”

Of course, the Venezuel n people
know that if RCTV is “a coupist TV
channel,” as Chavez describes it,
then Chavez is a coupist president.
Although he was elected when he
took office eight years ago, in 1992
he had tried to gain power through
an ill-fated military coup.

The man is a huge hypocrite.

The Venezuelan Foreign Ministry
even demanded that the OAS
retract its remarks because Insulza
supposedly “improperly meddled”
in Venezuelan affairs. The
Ministry noted that the OAS
revealed an “unfortunate igno-
rance of reality in Venezuela.”
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But for suggesting
the OAS has no right
to comment on some-
thing as basic as the
violation of freedom of
expression in Latin
America, the “unfor-

"4

tunate ignorance” - g

actually belongs to the ¥ ‘

Chavez regime. MIGUEL
As if censoring the Sinss

opposition in the
media wasn't enough, smmm———
the dictator-elect has

just reshuffled his cabinet, replac-
ing even Vice President Jose
Vicente Rangel, and surrounding
himself with even more faithful fol-
lowers of his authoritarian style of
ruling. He even appointed his
brother to an important govern-
ment post -- yet another sign that
he is emulating Cuba’s model. But
just like a good dictator, he
declined to comment on the rea-
sons for his moves.

Chavez apparently sees his 23
percent margin of victory in
December as a mandate to finally
become the dictator he has always
aspired to be.

In a speech to his supporters after
his reelection, Chavez formally
announced plans to merge some 20
leftist political parties that current-
ly support him into one single
political party, called the United
Socialist Party of Venezuela. And
since he already controls the
Venezuelan courts and the
National Assembly, what’s to stop
him from making that party the
only legal party in Venezuela?

These latest moves toward becom-
ing Latin America’s next Castro
have created concern even among
many of his supporters.

But it’s really too late.

They saw the writing on the wall,

they ignored the warnings against
creating a repressive dictator, and
they kept giving him more author-
ity to squash their civil liberties.
" It’s very unfortunate for the
minority who opposed him. But for
the majority of the Venezuelan peo-
ple, whatever they get, they
deserve.

To find out more about Miguel
Perez, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at wwuw.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2007 CREATORS
SYNDICATE INC.
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GREG BiDpDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg's

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..

JOANN STtAauLcuP —

GLORIA McDONALD —

Home: 263-4835.

JOANN KNOX — Home:
816-9083; Work (BSISD):
264-3635.

HOWARD COUNTY
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MARK BARR, CounTy
JUDGE — Home and Office:

264-2202.

Emma BROWN — Home:
(432) 517-0707.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724, Work (Jerry's
Barbers): 267-5471.

. BiLL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home:

263-0260.

Cross Plains: One year later

ast year on my way back
from spending the holidays
with my son and his fami-
ly I stopped in
Cross Plains. The city
was heavily damaged
by a fire that started
apparently from a cig-
arette that some care-
less driver tossed out.
The blaze was fanned
by strong winds and
destroyed about 25
percent of the homes

TUMBLEWEED
in the city (population SMITH

1,068). Two people
died. Others suffered
respiratory problems.

I developed a strong feeling
toward Cross Plains when I spoke
at the chamber banquet there a
few months prior to the fire. I was
concerned about some friends
there. When I spoke to them, their
spirits were high. They personally
had no damage and were busy
helping others. As we drove
around the town, the images of
burned-out houses and scorched
vacant lots looked like a war -
scene. The smell of smoke was
still in the air a week after the
fire, which occurred two days

after Christmas, 2005.

I interviewed half a dozen vic-
tims of the fire that day, both chil-
dren and adults. Instead of the
expected tears and sadness, they
were full of adrenalin, thinking
about rebuilding and getting on
with their lives. I wondered if
they were still in shock. I had a -
profound experience that day and
left with a sincere sense of admi-
ration for the people of Cross
Plains.

In January 2006 my documentary
class at The University of Texas of
the Permian Basin in Odessa was
just beginning. I gave the students
a list of possible topics. One was
the Cross Plains fire. They started
asking questions about it and
chose that as their semester pro-
ject. In February we boarded a
university van and went to Cross
Plains to do some interviews. The
students set up recorders in
Sunday school classrooms at the
First Baptist Church, which was
headquarters for dealing with the
fire's aftermath. The interviews

-revealed some dramatic stories:

“Evil-looking clouds of black
smoke approached the city from
the west just after noon. Funnels

of fire danced around town. It was
an ocean of flames. The sky was
brown, green, the sun was blood
red. It was very eerie. You could
hear explosions every few seconds
from gas tanks, paint cans and
houses. The fire was coming faster
than a horse could run. saw
about 30 deer running, 5 or 10 of
them on fire. A squirrel was on
fire and it ran along setting other
fires. Our appliances melted.
Things were just powder and ash.”
One hundred sixteen homes
were destroyed. 36 more were
damaged, The cost to rebuild is
estimated to be $10 million. In the
midst of the devastation, there
was an outpouring of love. People
from out of town donated $640,000
to a disaster fund and brought in
truckloads of food and clothing.
Many of the lots were cleared
within days. New homes are being
built. My students learned a lot
more than just how to produce a
documentary. They learned a lot

- about the human spirit.

Exactly one year after the fire,
the citizens of Cross Plains got

‘ together for a barbecue.

Mostly it was a counting of
blessings. .
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Parent’s Corner: One for all and all for one!

the house! There is a mousetrap in the
house!”

The chicken clucked and scratched,
raised her head and said,
“Mr. Mouse, I can tell this
is a grave concern to you
but it is of no conse-
quence to me. I cannot be
bothered by it.”

The mouse turned to the
pig and told him, “There
is a mousetrap in the

farmer butchered the pig. The farmer’s
wife did not get well; she died.

So many people came for her funeral;
the farmer had the cow slaughtered to
provide enough meat for all of them.
The mouse looked upon it all from his
crack in the wall with great sadne: .

So, the next time you hear someone is
facing a problem and think it doesn’t
concern you, just remember, when one
of us is threatened, we are all at risk.
We are all involved in this journey

cow said, “Wow, Mr. Mouse. I'm sorry
for you, but it’s no skin off my nose.”

So, the mouse returned to the house,
head down and dejected, to face the
farmer’s mousetrap all alone.

That very night a sound was heard
throughout the house; the sound of a
mousetrap catching its prey. The
farmer’s wife rushed to see what was
caught. In the darkness, she did not see
it was a venomous snake whose tail the
trap had caught. The snake bit the

fFave you ever noticed how the
' actions of one individual can
¢ affect those around him?

We are all interconnected in one way
or another. Sometimes we have no idea
how the things that affect us can affect
others too.

It has been said that life is a woven
tapestry and every thread that crosses
ours is there for a purpose. As our lives
are woven together the purpose is there

e for us to discover. house! There is a mouse- farmer’s wife. called life. We must keep an eye out for
reulsc An example can be discovered in the trap in the house!” The  pargeLL The farmer rushed her to the hospital one another and make an extra effort to
Tl following story. A mouse looked pig sympathized, but said, RYAN and she returned home with a fever. encourage and support one another,
anding through the cr_ack in the wall to see the “I am so very sorry, Mr. Everyong knows you treat a fever with May our motto be,hjust as the Three
ful fol. farmer and his wife open a package. Mouse, but there is .noth- R 3 f;esh chicken soup, so the farmer took Musketeers are credited to saying, “One
stvle of “What food might this contain?” the ing I can do abqut it. Be —— his patch_et to the; farmyard for the for all and all for one!”
: dy his mouse wondered. He was devastated to assured you are in my thoughts. | soup’s main m'greq;ent. :
:overn- discover it was a mousetrap. Retreating . The mouse turned to the_cow and said, 1_3ut his w1fe§ sickness continued, so Darrell Ryan is the director of federal
;n thit to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed There_ is a mousetrap in the h,(’)use! friends and neighbors came to sit with programs for the Big Spring Independent
&3 I But the warning. “There is a mousetrap in There is a mousetrap in the house!” The her around the clock. To feed them, the School District.
or, he
ne rea-
o ® a M °
his 23 .
cial networking meets social engineerin
finally
always
ver the past 12 the bad guy has even lift- that.” therefore, are not in a districts: no-go zones,” he propagate, there have
rs after months, edafingertouseany sort At a high level, social position to Kkeep the said. only been a few examples
rmally Internet users Of system based exploit.” engineering attacks are dynamic content that Randy Abrams, director in the wild, according to
ome 20 got a little The danger is real, Web 2.0 attacks. As more characterizes Web 2.0 of technical education at Ed Moyle, a manager in
urrent- savvier to fake e-greetings according to a study con- users go online to take sites. ESET, believes user edu- CTG's Information
single and breaking news stories ducted by CA and the advantage of Web 2.0 What’s more, traditional cation is a key to thwart- Security Services prac-
United that tempt them to click National Cyber Security applications like social antivirus solutions that ing social networking tice.
a. And onalink. They've learned Alliance (NCSA). In networking sites, blogs, require signatures will be attacks. Users should Moyle said he under:
1s the through technology news October, the alliance wikis and RSS feeds, mal- slow to react to zero-day never click on any links stands the basis for the
1 the headlines or first-hand issued its first social net- ware authors are going to threats (threats that that ask them to install predictions, but still does-
to stop personal experience that Wworking study examining be right behind them, pre- appear before a signature something, for example, n't believe these attacks
rty the those links the link between specific dicted Dan Nadir, vice or patch is made avail- or links in strange mes- will see the same level of
a? lead them online behaviors and the president of product strat- able). sages from people they popularity as traditional
becom- to phishing potential for becoming a egy at ScanSafe. “Web 2.0 and the don'tknow. malware. The majority of
Castro sites and victim of cybercrime. “The explosion in the increasing shift toward “Users must learn to social networking sites
among may secret- Despite all the publicity popularity and use of Web Web services makes distrust e-mails that have a few features that
ly install about sexual predators on 2.0 sites has made them many existing Web filter- direct them to sites where help make them less
spyware on sites like MySpace and an irresistible target for ing and Web malware they are asked to enter appealing to malware
1e wall, their com- FaceBook, the alliance malware authors,” Nadir solutions ineffective,” personal information,” authors: they are central-
against puters. took a different approach said. “Early signs of this Nadir warned. “The only Abrams said. “If phishing ized and offer community
or, and W h a't by measuring the poten- were evident in 2006. In way to keep up with the disappeared overnight, enforcement.
author- Internet tial for threats such as August, the ScanSafe latest Web threats is to —another social éngineer- “In all these cases, I
rties. die-hards THOMAS  fraud identity theft, com- Threat Center found that rely on a solution that ing based attack would think it comes down to
or the probably JENKINS puter spyware and virus- up to one in every 600 actually scans the URL in spring up to replace it. one thing: profitability,”
But for didn’t es. social networking pages real time every time it is The real defense is to Moyle noted. “Most
an peo- expect wWas memmm———— Although 57 percent of host malware, and in requested, versus just learn how not to fall vic- researchers agree that the
, they social engineering scam- people who use social net- recent weeks, malwareon comparing it to a dated tim to social engineering. motivation for malware
mers — scammers that Wworking sites admit to Wikipedia, MySpace and list of URLs.” Technology is a very, development is increas-
depend on user-interac- Wworrying about becoming YouTube has been Security researchers very useful supplement ingly financial. Given the
Miguel tion to execute an attack @ victim of cybercrime, exposed,” he said. report that confidence but can't solve this social features in these types of
y other against them — springing they are still divulging Web 2.0 user-con- tricks are an extremely problem.” sites, I think it's less like
nd car- up on their beloved online information that may put tributed content means popular way to draw the Despite McAfee Avert ly that malware authors
ndicate networks, such as them atrisk, as Boyd sug- that the, ¢ontent on the eye of social networkers, Labs’ prediction that can readily ‘make a buck,’
om. MySpace.com and gested. thousands of URLs is con- especially if they can fool social hetworks will be a and are likely to instead
ATORS YouTube. Social networkers are stantly changing. the user into thinking the central malware theme in spend their time and
As it turns out, for all also downloading Unfortunately, Nadir rogue executable is some- 2007, not all security energy in writing mal
the social engineering unknown files from other noted, many traditional how related to “increased researchers believe that ware where they can
incidents of the past year, People’s profiles, and Web filtering solutions security.” Boyd has seen social networking attacks guarantee a return.”
it was the worm and responding to unsolicited rely on URL databases this a number of times on are the next big target for
me: phishing attack against instant messages that and honeypots — traps set MySpace, and said cer- malware. ”(,‘ontm‘t St(_lﬂ er'lf’l‘
ISD): MySpace that woke the could contain worms, the to detect or deflect unau- tain sections of these sites Though there have been Thomas Jenkins at 263
world up to what some NCSA reported. thorized users from arebecoming “theequiva- some instances of worms 7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
security experts are call- “The payoff is almost accessing systems — and, lent of ghettos or red-light that use these sites to at citydesk@bigspringher
ing the next big Internet always financial even ald.com
threat. if they're stealing login
The attack forced the data, they're only going it
online social networking t0 spam sites that install m NO CRED/T CARD REOU/REDI
). giant to shut down hun- adware, such as the STOP LEG CRAMPS cramps' 250+ CHANNELS!
INTY dreds of user profile pages recent MySpace worm,” / STOP calcet STARTS $29.99
Office: after a worm converted Boyd texpl;:med" “The BEFORE THEY STOP YOU
legitimate links to those 1mpact on these sites can
— that escorted users to a be gigantic. For example, Trigle Calcium oirecTv. $19. 9.9‘/ month'
phishing site. The sinis- the only real safeguard ”‘f;ﬂ
63- ter site attempted to against the MySpace ngR | ‘
obtain persona] informa- Wworm attack was to not - FREE
tion, including MySpace use the service. You can’t .L!!.'w!!’.'." W
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lome: words. S - -
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g faster 53617er ated Web pages in | o4 in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and H&R Block
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" connections and access 3 814 The IRS begins accepting e-filed returns
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In the hackers are after two b S
okt things: identities and 1 | 5 6
i%oggg cash. L i | . i od Americans overpay the IRS by $1 billion each
sht in areSgg;gmit;OJt!‘i‘:fgo 3:;2% ; year due to overlooked tax deductions and
ing. tion, and ‘a social engl- ] ? - | credits. On Jan. 11, H&R Block tax professionals
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Glasscock County Junior Livestock Show Grand Champions

Grand Rabbit-
Shanna Halfmann

LSEAvLRaVuUnIY

JR W STOCK SHOW!
75,2007

Grand Goat-
Cade Halfmann

NOTICE OF SCHEDULED
ENTRY INTO FIELDS

Pursuant to Tex Agric. Code,
Sec. 74117, cotton producers
in the Permian Basin Boll
Weevil Eradication Zone, which
consists of Dawson, Ector,
Howard, Martin, and portions of
Borden and Midland counties
are hereby notified that Texas
Boll Weevil Eradication
Foundation personnel will be
conducting eradication activities
in and around their fields,
beginning January 16, 2007
All cotton fields will be mapped,
and treatment will begin during
the cotton-growing season For
notification prior to any
chemical treatment, call 1-800-
687-1212 with the exact
hocanon of your field and
appropriate telephone numbers
Field entry and treatment is
expected to last until all cotton

is harvested in the zone. For ‘
more information regarding this ?
program, please call the Texas |
Boll Weevil Eradication P
Foundation at dr

1-800-687-1212

Dr. Leon is Board Certified in Cardiology and Interventional
Cardiology. He completed specialty training in Cardiovascular
Diseases at the University of Texas Houston Medical School
and his Interventional Cardiology Fellowship at Massachusetts
General Hospital at Harvard Medical School in Boston

Dr. Leon has served San Angelo for the past three years. He is
currently accepting new patients and welcomes all previously
established patients to his new practice. Consultations for any
heart or peripheral vascular problem are available.

Dr. Leon accepts Medicare, Medicaid and most private
insurances. Patient appointments may be scheduled by calling
325-944-1240. Office location is 3555 Knickerbocker Rd,
Suite 101, inside of the WTMA building
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Livestock show results

2007 Glasscock County Jr.
Livestock Show

Rabbits

Fancy

Fancy Champion: Britton Avery

Reserve Fancy Champion: Britni
Cook

Commercial

Champion Commercial: Shanna
Halfmann

Reserve Champion Commercial:
Laura Halfmann

Grand

Grand Champion Rabbit:
Shanna Halfmann

Reserve Champion Rabbit:
Britton Avery

Showmanship

Junior: Kamie Halfmann

Intermediate: Shanna Halfmann

Senior: Laura Halfmann

Wether Goats

Nannies

Champion Nanny: Kadden
Kothmann

Reserve Champion Nanny:
Blaine Walker

Light Weight

Champion Light Weight: Brazos
Hirt

Reserve Champion Light
Weight: Brody Halfmann

Heavy Weight

Champion Heavy Weight: Cade
Halfmann

Reserve Champion Heavy
Weight: Cade Halfmann

Angora

Angora Champion: Carlie
Hollingsworth

Reserve Angora Champion:
Carlie Holllingsworth

Grand

Grand Champion Goat: Cade
Halfmann

Reserve Grand Champion Goat:
Brazos Hirt

Showmanship

Junior: Kadden Kothmann

Senior: Cade Halfmann

Intermediate: Reggie Halfmann

Lambs

Fine Wool Cross

Fine Wool Cross Champion:
Levi Schaefer

Reserve Fine Wool Cross
Champion: Erin Hirt

Fine Wool

Fine Wool Champion: Erin Hirt

Reserve Fine Wool Champion:
Brazos Hirt

Medium Wool

Medium Wool Champion: Paige
Sturtz

Reserve Medium Wool
Champion: Erin Hirt

Grand

Grand Champion Lamb: Paige
Sturtz

Reserve Grand Champion
Lamb: Erin Hirt

Showmanship

Junior: Lexie Schaefer

Intermediate: Cassie Hirt

Senior: Erin Hirt

Milton N. Leon, M.D., Ph.D, F.A.C.C.

is proud to announce the opening of his
independent Cardiology practice

Steers

European

Champion European: Whitney
Kellermeier

Reserve Champion European:
Kelsey Jones

Grand

Grand Champion Steer:
Whitney Kellermeier

Reserve Grand Champion
Steer: Kelsey Jones

Showmanship

Senior: Whitney Kellermeier

Swine

Chester

Champion Chester: Chapman
Royall

Reserve Champion Chester:
Macy Schwartz

OoPB

Champion OPB: Hope
Halfmann

Reserve Champion OPB:
Blayne Batla

Duroc

Champion Duroc: Chapman
Royall

Reserve Champion Duroc:
Macy Schwartz

Hamp

Champion Hamp: Rafe Royall

Reserve Champion Hamp:
Bryson Batla

Cross

Champion Cross: Rafe Royall

Reserve Champion Cross:
Brooklyn Batla

York

Champion York: Holly Halfmann

Reserve Champion York: lan
Schaefer

Grand

Grand Champion Swine: Holly
Halfmann

Reserve Grand Champion
Swine: Rafe Royall

Showmanship

Junior:: Bryson Batla

Senior: Macy Schwartz

Intermediate: lan Schaefer

Pig Scramble Winners:
4 years & under: Peyton Royall
5 & 6 year olds: Mallory Staggs
7 & 8 year olds: Holden
Biemeret
Top Hand Award: Erin
Hirt

Glasscock County Livestock
Association Scholarship:

Douglas Plagens Memorial

$500: Cade Halfmann, Erin Hirt

Glasscock County Livestock
Association Scholarship:

$250: Sam Long, Colton
Schwartz, Marissa Schwartz,
Blaline Walker, Jason Flores

DREXEL® HERITAGE,
Welcome Home

2101 West Wadley
Midland, TX

432-682+0029 ¥
www drexelheritage.com

Cardiology Associates
of West Texas

Where your local cardiologist is always available for you.

Get Fit ang Healthy
tt
DRRC Weallngss Center

2007 Class Schedule ¢
Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
5:40 AM Water Water Water
Aerobics Aerobics Aerobics
t Stone, Tri BrPOIN iaxahon Ssage 8:00 AM water : water water
W)R IJ."&‘:“,' %;;ot\fa ¥ Aerobics Aerobics Aerobics
elaxation Station
) my E. . : :
_— Ow"‘gm DyD s R:‘c“ 9:00 AM Pilates Spin Kickboxing Spin
TUES.-FRI. 8:30-11:30/2:00-5:00 15Dy FLG
@@ Call for appointment ™ § 10:00 AM Water Water Water
‘ . o~ i s
e B13:2614 - 267:8566 ) .. Aerobics Aerobics Aerobics
11:00 AM | Water Water Water
G A R AG E S A L ES Arthritis Arthritis Arthritis
T : Water
Hidden treasures? Junk? 5:20 PM Aerobics - TR y -1
I |
Recycle your unwanted items! 5:30 PM Pilates Spin
Call 263-7331 today.
A fﬂendly Classified Consultant will *Fitness Evaluations *Body Fat Analysis *Blood Pressure Monitoring *Body Masters Strength & CardioVascular Equipment
help you create an ad that gets results! 306 W. 3rd St. Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center 267-3806
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—
g%

LA

SR

giiEE

T


http://www.draxelhsritaes.com

ERALD
, 2007

Whitney

ropean:

I

pion

rmeier

hapman

hester:

PB:

pman

uroc:

e Royall
amp:

e Royall
ross:

Halfmann
ork: lan

ne: Holly

pion

aefer

rs:
ton Royall

ry Staggs
en

nn

Ivestock
ip:
orial
, Erin Hirt
Ivestock
hip:
iton
wartz,
lores

ITAGE,

je.com

you.

Bic SPRING HERALD
Wednesday, January 10, 2007

STATE

7A

Convict set for execution for 1998 slaying

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Katherine Jiminez wonders
about her son, who by now would have been 12.

“He’s not here. He won'’t ever be here,” Jiminez said
of her son, Anthony, who was murdered in 1998. “I can
only dream of what he might look like. It’s not fair, but
he’s gone.”

Carlos Granados, 36, convicted of fatally stabbing the
boy and seriously wounding Jiminez, was set for exe-
cution Wednesday evening.

Jiminez, 34, planned to be a witness at the first lethal
injection of the year in Texas, the nation’s most active
death penalty state. At least four other inmates are set
to die this month.

Suffering from some two dozen stab wounds and
wrapped around her murdered child, Jiminez slipped
into what she called “survival mode” at their apart-
ment in Georgetown, north of Austin.

“I remember the entire thing,” she said Tuesday.
“It’s not anything I would wish on anyone — ever,
ever, ever.” ,

Jiminez survived to testify against Granados, her
knife-wielding boyfriend from New York City.

| Voted “Best Roofing Co.

Between You

And The
Elements

SAVE

INSURED

FULLMOON,
INC.

Roofing

432-267-5478

- BONDED
FREE ESTIMATES

Henry Backes

Border mayors invited to give input on fence
Some Texas mayors will meet with Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff next week to dis-
cuss their concerns about plans to build a fence along
the U.S.-Mexico border.

El Paso Mayor John Cook said Tuesday he hadn't yet

received an »lnviutkn.
Teacher sentenced to

LEANDER (AP) — A former high school teacher who

Officials along the border have complained about the * pleaded guilty to groping a student has been sentenced
fence legislation, which determines where the barriers * to a month in jail and 10 years of

back the law.

probation.
must be built. And some Democrats are vowing toroll | Larry Bertrand Wallace, 53, also must give up his

license and pay a $2,500 fine as part of

Under legislation approved last year, a double-lay- ;Tuesday’s sentencing.

ered fence would be built along 700 miles of the coun-

try’s southwest border. More than 300 miles of the
fence would be in Texas.

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison and Sen. John Cornyn,
both of Texas, support the fence but also want border
officials to have input. The private meeting with
Chertoff next week will be in Hutchison’s office. A
date has not yet been announced.

The senators have invited about a dozen border may-
ors to talk about worries over commerce, livestock and
other issues relating to the fence legislation. Some pri-
vate property owners and county judges also have
been invited.

in Reader's Choice 2006

COMPOSITION

Better Service
Better Quality
Better Price

up to

Wallace pleaded guilty in November to having an
relationship with a student.

inappropriate

According to an affidavit, Wallace told a student in
January 2006 that he wanted to have sex with her. He
also touched her breast and grabbed her between the
legs when she was in his classroom.

—

in Sunday's
Big Spring Herald

Goober says hey!

For more than 140 episodes from 1964 to 1971, actor
Ceorge Lindsey made America laugh as the dim-

RE.D. It was a role that would define his
career and one he gladly embraces today. Plus,
carving time in stone and eggplant cassercle.

e

Huge January Stock Reduction Sale

e s —

e e ——

Save Thousands!!'!

* x * 2007 & 2006 * * *
* Ford, Lincoln & Mercury Pr Vehi .

2007 Ford 500 Limited - Silver Birch w/Black Leather, 30 V&, Keyless Entry,

Heated Seats, It Is Fully Loaded, 11,200 Miles. MSRP When New $26.525
Was $2.9%

NOW 521995
2007 Ford 500 SEL - Silver Birch w/Shale Leather, 3.0 V-, Fully Loaded w/11,000

Miles MSRP When New $25.800.

Was $2.9% NOW $21.995
2007 Ford Taurus SEL - Windveil Blue w/Pebble Leather, 3.0 V&, All Power,

Loaded w/10,000 Miles. MSRP When New $24,205.
Was $18.9%

NOW $17.995
2007 Ford Taurus SEL - Arizona Beige w/Pebble Premium Leather, 30 V§,

uipment

Power, Moonroof, Fully Loaded, Only 13,000 Miles. MSRP When New $25,100.
Was $18.99% NOW $17.995
2007 Ford Taurus SE 30 V&, All Power, Only 8,000
Miles. MSRPF When

2007 Ford Taurus Cloth, 30 V&, All Power, Only
8,500 Miles. MSRP

Was $16.9%

2007 Ford Freestar
Row Stow In Floor,
MSRP When New
Was §21.9% NOW $20.9%5

2006 Lincoln Town Lt. French Silk, Stone
Leather, All Power, Miles. MSRP When New
47,120,

Was $20.9% NOW £28.995
2006 Mercury Grand Marquis LS. Pressium - Arizona Beige w/Camel Leather,
All Power, 13,000 Miles. MSRP When New $31.060

Was $20.99% NOW $19.995
White w/Came! Leather,

NOW $15.995
, 4.2 V6, Quad Bucket Seats, 3rd
jons To List, 11,000 Miles

2006 Mercury Grand
All Power, 12,000 Miles.
Was $20.99%

2006 Mercury Milan Premier - Vivid Red w/Camel Leather, 234 Cyl, All Power
w/21,000 Miles

Was $20.9% NOW $19.995
2006 Ford Fusion § - Oxford White, Stone Cloth, All Power, 234 Cyl., 12,000
Miles

Was £20.9% NOW 515,995
2006 Ford Taurus SEL - Dark Red, Gray Leather, 3.0 V&, Moonroof, All Power,

12,000 Miles. MSRP When New $24.870.

Was $16.9%
2006 Ford Taurus
Miles. MSRP When

Was $14.99
2006 FPord Taurus SE - White w/Flint Cloth, 3.0 V&, All Power, 14,000 Miles.
MSRP When New $21,450.

NOW $13.995

Was $14.9%
2006 Ford Mustang V6 - Leather, Sport Pkg., 6 Disc
NOW £15.995

CD w/MP3, Spoiler, All
Was £20.995
2006 Ford Mustang V-6 - Satin Silver w/Graphite Cloth, All Power, Spoiler, Sport
Pkg., 21,000 Miles.
NOW $19.995
, 30 V4, Fully Londed

2006 Ford Freestyle SE - Redfire Metallic, Cloth, All Power. 10,000 Miles.

NOW £19.995
%% CARS * % %
2006 Nissan Altima 258 - Black w/Cloth, All Power, Local One Owner w/4.300
Miles.
Was 52099

30 V&, All Power, 10,000

B Was $19.9%

Was 516,99 NOW $15.9%5

2006 Ford Taurus SE 4, All Power, 18,000 Miles.

MSRP When New $22. Was
NOW $13.995

* * % CARS » » x

2005 Ford Mustang GT - White w/Black Leather, 5 Speed, Shake 1000, All Power,
Local One Owner w/37,000 Miles.

Was §25.9% NOW 534.99%
Local One Owner w/27,000 Miles.

Was £24.95% NOW 522995
2004 Nissan Maxima SL. - Black w/Leather, Al Power, Skylight, Local One Owner
W /65,000 Miles :

Was £24.9% NOW 52099
2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Silver Metallic w/Leather, All Power, Skylight wit1,000
Miles

Was $24.9% NOW 521995
2004 Nissan Maxima SL. - Satin White, Leather, All Power, Moonroof, Local One
Owner w/45.000 Miles

Was 52499 NOW 521995
2004 Ford Focus 4 DR SE - Tundra Green, Cloth, Automatic, All Power, One
Owner w/46.000 Miles

Was $1L9% NOW 310985
2004 Ford Focus ZTS 4 DR - Black, Automatic, All Power, Local One Owner
w /36,000 Miles

Was $13.9% NOW 311395
2003 Linceln Town Car Executive - Black w/Leather, All Power, Locally Owned

w /53,000 Miles

Was §19.9% NOW S15.985
2003 Maxda MX-5 Miata Convertibie LS - Silver, Fully Loaded, Leather, Local
Omne Owner w/40,200 Miles.

Was 317.9% NOW 516.98%5
2002 Lincoln Town Car Cartier Edition - Pearl White w/Leather, All Power,
Local One Owner w/39,000 Miles.

Was 317.9% NOW 316995
2000 Linceln Town Car Signature Series - Silver w/lLeather, All Power, Local
One Owner w/57,000 Miles.

Was $13.99 NOW 512985
1999 Pontiac Grand Prix SE - Green w/Cloth, All Power, Locally Owned.

* *x SUV’'S * & &

2002 Ford Expedition 4€X4 XLT - Red/Tan, Tan Leather, Fibergiass Boards, O
Owner w/88.000 Miles

Was 516,995 NOW 3
2002 Cadiliac Escalade AWD - Sandstone w/Leather, Fully Loaded, Local O

NOW *%
Chevrolet Suburban LT - Pewter w/leather, All Power, Local One O
Miles
s tds
Chevrolet Blazer LS - White/Cloth, All Power, 56,000 Miles.

NOW

= S-eoit

2001 GMC Yuken XL - Pewter w/Cloth, All Power, One Owner.

Was SL0.9% W 3
2001 Linceln Navigater 4X4 - White w/leather, All Power, Local One O
Was 51695 W N
1999 GMC Surburban LT - Tan w/leather, All Power, Locally Owned, Over
Miles

Was S1L85 i
1999 Oldsmobile Silhourtte Bewge Cloth. All Power, 86,000 Miles.

* * * TRUCKS * » %
2005 Pord F150 Supercab XL 4X4 - White, V-8, Air, Automatic, Local One O
-“ ‘AA 3
Owner wies gm0 Miles
2004 Paxd F150 Supercab STX 4X4 - Yellow wicloth, All Power, Local

Was R29.9% Ls
2008 Pord F150 Supercrew Lariat 4X4 - Biue/Silver, All Power, Local C
Owner wfS1,000 Miles, Leather

All Power, Local O

L
Wk 224.9% :

Cover, Ome Owner w/77,000 Miles.
NOWAL7.995 g0 Hm—mﬂh—'.m ’
¥7.000 Miles.

Was $149% 4
2001 Perd F159 Sapercrew XLT - White, 46 Power, 790,000 Miles

Was 3495
2001 Dodge D150 Ram

zdr*]MQIQBQXQLE * ok
2004 Homda VTX 1300 - Red, Chwomed Out. Windshiekd, Saddle Bags, Cobra [
Exhaust, One Owner w/5,800 Miles.
Was 5%

“We Accept Tax Refunds As Down Payments” (wac)

Bob Brock

Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

Big Spring Texas « 1-800-288-3082
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Call on these
experiengced | Y
Professionals to | A .
assist ' {
with every aspect
of your wedding
planning needs.

Dora Roberts
Community Center

Dora Roberts Community The center has
Creating bridal bouquets Center is located on the facilities and
and wedding flowers that bank of the Comanche accommodations

Trail Lake and is a perfect for small

location for weddings and groups or large

i gatherings for up
™ receptions. to 300

! - For The Finest In Tuxedo Rentals An outdoor pavilion by the
Registration

lake is also available.
2 2 Come See Us!
ayes Flowers ' Call 432-263-8235
1013 Gregg 267-2571 e =5 T KIaSS|c Kleane’s i for reservations
§ : A 2107 Gregg 263-7004
. One beautiful place : e M > 3 5 f ; ’f'

Jewelers

- m“l ‘““ P :' ¥ ! ;V-;}‘? 8 .‘.'(. > AR 3 f \\, ‘JU \taaur
The Big Spring Mall offers everything %\\
from hearts of gold, dinner for 2, musical
i 18k dia A
™ ring tones, unique gift ideas and yes lots = * ! i eng TG T
#  of Valentine Greetings for all of your '_,;‘f \ , e AR
Valentines Day Shopping needs. s \ Vo 6 T M,,(,:,l,:::d S
So take care of your love ones and your- . :‘w‘ﬁt available
self too and perhaps stop in for dinner § —

and a movie at the Big Spring Mall.

i Our movie hotline is 263-2232 | o
g And Remember To o iy

‘4 Shop Big Sprmg First! ! f ‘:Q J us eac y
‘w %y a A s s If Cafe

Catering - Take-Out
Rent Building for Weddings, Showers,
Anniversaries, Birthdays Tea Parties.

4 Separate Dining Rooms
Let Us Plan Monday-Friday ~ 11 am - 2:30 pm

@ 505 Scurry
g 263-7000
’ | . | %| Your Syecm[ Day
Rehearsal Dinner B | Deserves The Best

Cowboys

Steakhouse &

25778

A Spectacular

Wedding Reception

or

Choose the bridal registry that makes shopping a pleasure for you and your guests
Big Spring’s Most Complete Bridal Gift Registry

Restaurant y -
400 E. FM 700 W W Won j

263-0181 * HOUSEWARES * FLATWAAE » CAYSTAL « GIFTS
1515 l. FM 700 267-8206

1110 11th Place

Big Spring. Texas
(432) 263-8323 E

Bare Escentuals
Makeup So Pure
You Can Sleep In It. /

* Dinnerware  + Home Decor
A Foundation that covers t i
all your imperiections yel i * Flatware * Bed, Bath and Kitchen

Yot Suggs Hallmark

pure skin
"|-  Inside The Mon-Sat. - 10-7 pm
!mu Sun. - 1 pm -8 pm 263-4444

\



Do you have an interesting sports item or
idea? Call Sports Editor Mike
Grimes at 263-7331, ext. 237. Email

results to: sports@bigspringherald.com
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After Romo’s bobble, K-Balls are a toplc

By ROB MAADDI

AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA — Even in
perfect weather, some footballs
can be too slippery.

While teams are allowed to
practice with regular game balls
during the week, the ones used
on special teams are off limits
until shortly before Kkickoff.
They're shiny and new, and even
have a name — the K-Ball.

There's one major problem,
though: The balls are a bit slick
because they’re fresh out of the
box.

“They're slicker than the plas-
tic balls my kids play with,”
injured Philadelphia Eagles long-
snapper Mike Bartrum said
Tuesday.

Since 1999, kickers, punters,
holders and snappers have com-
plained to anyone who will listen
that they don’t like the K-Balls,

It took Tony Romo’s bobbled
snap to really get everyone's
attention.

Romo led Dallas to the playoffs
after replacing Drew Bledsoe as

has the starting quarterback and
t'i‘:m earned a trip to the Pro Bowl.
I But hg'll be remembered for mis-
s handlmg .the snap on a 19-}fard
or up field goal in the closing moments
f of the Cowboys’ 21-20 loss to

Seattle in a wild-card playoff MCT phote/Ren Jonking,/Fort Worth Ster-Telogram

& game Saturday. Dallas quarterback Tony Romo (9) mishandies the snap as kicker Martin Gramatica attempts a field against the

The NFL introduced the K- geattie Seahawks late In the NFC Wild Card game. The Seahawks defeated the Cowboys, 21-20 after the failed
Balls eight years ago after the attempt.

competition committee decided
teams were abusing their privi-
leges and taking unusual mea-
sures to condition balls so they
would fly higher and travel far-

Kickers and punters were of balls being put in microwave league spokesman Greg Aiello
accused of using strange meth- ovens, dryers and saunas. said.
ods to soften the leather, spread “The reason this was put in So the night before a game, 12
the seams and inflate the blad- place was to prevent teams from

‘ S u,,kug ; Shar der. Rumors included instances doctoring balls for kicking,” See FOOTBALL, Page 2B
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was denied .
i i i Hall closed to McGwire,

r guests.

Mark McGwire’'s Hall
of Fame bid was met
with a rejection as

Cooperstown swung
open for Cal Ripken Jr.
and Tony Gwynn, Mark
McGwire was picked by
less than a quarter of,
voters — a result that
raises doubts about
whether Barry Bonds,
Sammy Sosa or othcr
sluggers from baseball’s’
Steroids Era will ever;
gain entry.

McGwire, whose 583
home runs rank seventh
on the career list,
appeared on 128 of a
record 545 ballots in vot-
ing released by the
Baseball Writers’
Association of America.

The 23.5 percent vote
McGwire received rep-
resented the first refer-
endum on how history
will judge an age when
R e
under suspic (4]
using perfor?:?l‘;foe
enhanc§ng drugs.

Taxaé-Pmnlan

MCT photo/Karl

Baseball great Cal Ripkin Jr. waves his cap as he is honored
on the field prior to game 4 of the 2002 World Series on
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2002. Ripkin voted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame this week.

Ripken and Gwynn gairfentry

By RONALD BLUM

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK — Mark McGwire's eva-
sions were met with a denial.

While the door to Cooperstown swung
open for Cal Ripken Jr. and Tony
Gwynn on Tuesday, McGwire was
denied baseball’s highest honor, picked
by less than a quarter of voters.

After hitting 583 home runs to rank
seventh on the career list, McGwire
appeared on 128 of a record 545 ballots
in voting by the Baseball Writers’
Association of America. The result that
raises doubts about whether Barry
Bonds, Sammy Sosa or other sluggers
from baseball's Steroids Era will ever
gain entry.

“I hope that as time goes on, that num-
ber will increase,” Gwynn said. “I hope
that one day he will get into the Hall of
Fame, because I really believe he
deserves it.”

The 23.5 percent vote McGwire
received represented the first referen-
dum on how history will judge an age
when bulked-up stars came under sus-
picion of using performance-enhancing
drugs. Baseball didn't ban steroids until
after the 2002 season.

“We knew,” Gwynn said. “Players
knew. Owners knew. Everybody knew,
and we didn't say anything about it.”

Gwynn, with an infectious laugh and
smile, and Ripken, with cool profession-
alism, were different on and off the
field. They both said they knew
McGwire would take some attention
from their elections, but while Gwynn
was open with his opinion on Big Mac,
Ripken was guarded. Ripken said Goose
Gossage and Jim Rice belong in the
Hall, but stayed away from whether
McGwire should gain the honor.

“I don’t think it's my place to actually
cast judgment,” Ripken said.

He also rejected Gwynn’s assertion
that sterond use was common knowl-

| e
I£«1  didn't know,” Ripken said.

“Looking back, maybe I can be the most
naive and most ignorant person
around.”

As the announcement approached,
fans, players and managers voiced their
views. Many voters said McGwire was
hurt by his 2005 congressional testimo-
ny, when he repeatedly evaded ques
tions.

Jim Milner, McGwire’s business rep
resentative, did not return telephone
calls. McGwire, who lives in a gated
community in Irvine, Calif., has made
few public comments in recent years.

Commissioner Bud Selig declined
comment on McGwire but readily
praised Ripken and Gwynn.

“I have enormous affection for both
individuals,” he said. “They not only
obviously had historic achievements on
the field, but they represented the sport
as well as it could be represented.”

Ripken and Gwynn were rafties in
the age of free agency, each spending
his entire career with one team. They
will be inducted during ceremonies
July 29 at the Hall along with anyone
elected from the Veterans Committee
vote, which will be announced Feb. 27.

Ripken, the Baltimore Orioles short
stop who set baseball’s ironman record,
was picked by 537 voters and appeared
on 98.53 percent of ballots to finish with
the third-highest percentage behind
Tom Seaver (98.84) and Nolan Ryan
(98.79).

Gwynn, who won eight batting titles
with the San Diego Padres, received 532
votes for 97.61 percent, the seventh-
highest ever, also trailing Ty Cobb,
George Brett and Hank Aaron.

See HALL, Page 2B

Big Spring freshman basketball team wins again

MIKE GRIMES
Sports Editor

The Big Spring freshman boy’s
basketball team (13-3) accom-
plished something that had
never been done before when it
went on the road and won the
Snyder Hoops Tournament.

On Thursday Jan. 4, the Steers
wasted little effort in disposing
of Clyde in the first game of the
tournament and according to
coach Larry Derean, the kids
were on their game and had
developed a sense of confidence
that he had not seen before.

The win advanced Big Spring

to the winners bracket and on
Saturday they challenged
Lamesa for the right to play in
the championship game.

Expecting some strong compe-
tition, the freshman team came
out fired up and executed their
half court offense with poise and
precision as they cruised to a 67-
47 victory. The Steers dominated
the boards on offense and
defense and they won the battle
of turnovers en route to the
championship game.

Having to defeat Cooper for the
BSHS first ever freshman title in
the Snyder Tournament, the
Steers played tough man-to-man

defense and found themselves
locked in a low scoring contest.

Both defenses played exception-
al basketball, according to Coach
Derean.

With under five minutes to
play the Steers were able to pull
away and return to Big Spring
with 36-30 victory.

“We played exceptional team
basketball throughout the tour-
nament,” coach Derean said after
the freshman's tournament
ended. “The championship game
played on Saturday was a hard
fought contest and the boys gave
it everything they had to beat
Cooper.

“I am very proud of this whole
team and I really appreciate the
effort they gave.”

Derean added that he would not
be court-side next Tuesday when
the Steers play Brownfield, but
that he expected the team to con-
tinue to play tough basketball.

“We have a great group of kids
and they come to play every
night,” Derean stated . on
Tuesday, “with players like
Zachery Lopez, Xavian Parnell,
Tavian Parnell, Pavel Plakhotny,
Mikeal Hill, Isaac Garcia, Steven
Islas, Martin Yanez and
W‘ ~ this team
is going to be fine.”
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balls marked with a “K” are delivered
straight from the manufacturer, Wilson
Sporting Goods, to the officials. Two
hours before the game, a representative
from each team can prepare the balls by
rubbing them down and brushing them
off. An official then checks the air pres-
sure, puts the balls in a bag and subs
them in on kicks.

A day after Romo’s bobble, David
Akers kicked a 38-yard field goal as time
expired to give the Eagles a 23-20 victo-
ry over the New York Giants in the
NFC’s other wild-card game.

Though Romo didn’t make any excus-
es for his gaffe, Akers and others around
the league blamed the K-Ball.

“Kicking balls are very, very slick,”
Akers said. “They have a lot of wax on

SPORTS

them because they are brand new. You
don’t get to work them in very much,
and you see a lot of that happening.”

In Week 16, Cincinnati lost to Denver
24-23 on-a snowy day when Brad St.
Louis’ snag on an extra point in the
final minuf sailed wide of holder Kyle
Larson, pgeventing Shayne Graham
from even dttempting his 159th straight
conversion.

“The K-Balls are not good balls for per-
forming football duties — catching,
holding, Kkicking, punting,” New
Orleans Saints kicker John Carney said.
“Nobody really likes the K-Balls. The
kickers somehow, the punters somehow,
were punished when they came up with
this K-Ball rule.”

Akers said the league uses K-Balls to
cut down on touchbacks and increase
scoring. In 1998, Mitch Berger had a
record 40 touchbacks on kickoffs for
Minnesota. He had just 13 the next sea-
son using the K-Balls.

“They want to see returns,” Akers

--said.

Seahawks coach Mike Holmgren was
on the competition committee when it
came up with the K-Balls. He doesn’t see
a reason for all the fuss.

“Teams would do all sorts of weird
stuff with them,” he said. “It was com-
mon knowledge it was bad. So the com-
petition committee said, ‘Let’s clean that
up.’

“The kicking balls, it's like they're
coming in a Brinks truck. It's the darn-
dest thing you've ever seen. And they're
guarded. Now the kickers complained,
but statistically nothing changed too
much. We evaluate that. At least we
knew it wasn’t going to be filled with
helium.”

It wasn’t until this season that actual
game balls were allowed to be used dur-
ing practices so visiting teams can have
an opportunity to prepare their share.

Eagles quarterback Koy Detmer,
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signed last week specifically for his skill
as a holder, would like those rules to
apply to the K-Balls.

“They went to the extreme,” he said.
“That’s not the answer because now you
are playing with a ball that’s slick and
not a good ball to play with. I think
there’s a happy medium there some-
where.”

Not everyone cares about the differ-
ence between the games balls and K-
Balls.

“It is what it is,” said Colts kicker
Adam Vinatieri, one of the best clutch
kickers in NFL history. “It really does-
n’t matter because everyone has to play
with the same ball. The other balls, they
get to work them in and the K- balls, you
can’t. Would it be nice to be able to work
them in? Sure. But the officials*keep
them and that’s just the way it is, so you
have to deal with it.”

before he received the call

whole lot of people.”

percent next year. The said.

“Hopefully, next (217) and Jack Morris

HALL
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A 19-time All-Star and
two-time AL MVP,
Ripken played in a major
league-record 2,632 con-
secutive games to break
Lou Gehrig's mark of
2,130. He also set a new
standard for power-hit-
ting shortstops with 431
home runs and 3,184 hits.

Gwynn, a 15-time All-
Star, compiled 3,141 hits
and a .338 batting average

from Jack O’Connell, the
BBWAA secretary-trea-
surer.

“I broke down right
away,” Gwynn said. “My
wife came over and put
an arm around me.”

Gwynn hit only 135
homers — matching
McGwire's total in 1998
and 1999 — and joked that
he'd be the “Punch and
Judy” spokesman for the
next few months.

“For me, it's kind of val-
idation because the type

Gossage finished third
with 388 votes, falling 21
shy of the necessary 409.
His percentage increased
from 64.6 to 71.2, putting
him in good position to
reach the necessary 75

highest percentage for a.

player who wasn’t elected
in a later year was 63.4 by
Gil Hodges in 1983, his
final time on the ballot.
“It kind of feels weird to
be that close,” Gossage

Midiand Medical Group
Gustavo Fierro, M.D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine

Now Accepting New

Patients

year will be the year.”
Rice was fourth with
346, his percentage drop-
ping to 63.5 from 64.8 last
year. He was followed by
Andre Dawson (309), Bert
Blyleven (260), Lee Smith

(202).

Pete Rose, the banned
career all-time hits leader
who has never appeared
on the ballot, received
four write-in votes.

JANUARY 20% to 50% OFF

CLEARANCE SALE

Starts January 2nd

Fall & Wintex Mexchandise

Polo Jeans * Chaps by Ralph Lauren
Talbot James * Nautica + Enro

» of player that I was does-
during his 20-year career n’'t get a whole lot of cred-
with the San Diego it in today’s game,” he
Padres. He woke up at 4 said. “I didn’t win.any
a.m. on Tuesday, couldn’t championships. I didn’t
get back to sleep and was hit a whole lot of home

Offices In

Call For Appointment

Big Spring and Midland

23353

Jaymar Sansabelt + Deckers * Levi + Wrangler

JIM’S

TALL & BIG MEN'S STORE %
Smow 1973

423 North Grant Ave. » Downtown Odessa + (432) 333-1071

fidgety and nervous

runs. I didn’t drive in a

jimstallbig@aol.com

Process Your Taxes Quick & Easy With The Help
Of These Businesscs

207 W. 10TH

e/ L7 2

THE TAX SHOP

264-7563
(BEHIND THE MEDICINE CENTER PHARMACY)

* TAX PREP * FREE E-FILE
* RAPID REFUNDS

FULL RAL REFUNDS IN

24 HOURS OR LESS
WITH RAL APPROVAL

FREE ESTIMATES
COMPARE OUR RATES

Midwest Finance
& Tax Service

It’s Tax Time Again! Get Your Money
Back In As Little As 24 Hours.
No Appointment Necessary.

(With Approved RAL)

% phisll  Free Estimates Y

(Come see: Stephanie Norton or Molly Galan)

Call Us Today: 263-1353 or 263-6121
Or Come By: 600 S. Gregg

Walk Out With Money Today! _,

1011 Gregg St. « Big Spring, TX « 263-6914
Joann Palacios, Manager

Jeannie Canales 25068

v'Tax preparation available
v'Open year round
v’No cash needed

' v12 yrs in the Electronic Tax Filing Business
v Certified Tax Specialist

INSTANT

UP TO

51900

o hl('

Tax Time
Ger Tax Rerunps Fast

Within 24 Hours w/RAL Approval
Receive $1700 Within 5 Minutes Upon Approval
Tommy Richmond
Branch Manager Franchisee
. Tax Specialist
7\ Diane Yanez "
220 Main St.
Big Spring, Tx 79720
3“"& 263-1138 | | 1812 S. Gregg
» Big Spring, TX 79720
& Tax Service Tel-432-263-1931
Sot. 8:00-12:00 -
“Se Habla Espanol”
Lﬁ

I nar BLOCK®

Tax, Mortgage, and Financial Services

jrichmond@hrblock.com www.hrblock.com

FAST CASH

, On Your Income Tax.
Tax Refund Loans Within 24 Hours
No W2 Needed.

Advance Loans un 10 1900

Call Or Come By Today

Tax Associates

“Se Habla Espanol”
406 Runnels wit raL Approval 264-6134
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CLASSIFIED

710 Scurry

263-

7331

www.bigspringherald.com

Educational

; SOUTHEASTERN
() CcAREERINSTITUTE
i Midland Campus
Act now for career training
from Southeastern
Career Institute - Midland.
I'rain in Computer Business
Systems, Dental Assistant
or Medical Assistant,
1-800-497-1557
T www.scinow6.com
4320 W. lllinois Avenue,
Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales

AVON JANUARY
Clearance Sale
614 Dallas Street
Sat, Jan. 13th.
9a.m. -5p.m
We have makeup, fragrance,
skincare, jewelry and more. 25
to 50% savings on everything.
Credit cards and checks wel-
come!

Help Wanted

MORNING POSITION- 7:30

1.m.-1:00 p.m.. Apply at Jack &

Jill Child Care, 1708 Nolan.
AUTO CARE

Help Wanted

Part Time Position Available
APPLY WITHIN %
NO CALLS

1712 S. Gregg  714-4626 |

A GROWING local home
health agency is looking for
PRN RNs to do home visits in
Big Spring and surrounding ar-
eas. Per visit pay and mileage
reimbursement. Please come
by and fill out an application.
Interim HealthCare, 1714
Gregg Street. EOE.

LVNs
NEW, HIGHER
PAY SCALE!
Full time openings! Benefits
available. Must have Texas
state license. EOE/MFHV.
For information, call
(325)573-6332, orapply to
Debbie Collier, RN, DON, or
Priscilla Barrera, LVN, ADON,
at SNYDER HEALTH
CARE CENTER,
5311 Big Spring Highway,
Snyder

AUTO PARTS

Help Wanted

APPY TODAY,
WORK TOMORROW
WE ARE SEEKING
APPLICANTS FOR
IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
LOCATED IN BIG SPRING
Forklift Drivers
Baggers
Shipping and Receiving
Must be able to pass drug test
Must be able to meet criteria to
perform job duties
Clean criminal background
Call Kelly Services for more in-
formation at 432-689-9801.
Only serious candidates should
apply.
Never an applicant fee.
An Equal Oppadrtunity
Employer

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Crew Technician ¥

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please. Must have
a valid TX drivers license and
pass mandatory drug test.

NEED SALES/ Lot Help, 87
Auto Sales. Apply in person,
111 Gregg Street.

Help Wanted

BOOKKEEPER/ TAX PRE-
PARER needed for local ac-
counting firm. Computer and
tax experience skills a neces-
sity. Apply in person at 307-C
West 16th, Big Spring.

BRANDON DIERINGER has a
temporary opening for 10 land-
scape workers from
04/01/2007 to 12/31/2007 in
the Garden City area. Land-
scape and maintain grounds
using hand or power tools and
equipment, sod laying, mow-
ing, trimming, planting, water-
ing, fertilizing, digging and rak-
ing. May also mow or clear
brush from along road. 8:00
a.m..-5:00 p.m., $6.50/hour, no
experience. Apply at the Work-
force Network of Big Spring in
Big Spring, Texas, or send re-
sume to 1117 Trinity, Room
120T, Austin, Texas 78701,
Job Posting # TX7996360. Ad
paid for by an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

COME JOIN our friendly team
at Kate's Fina Mart. Good
benefits. Now hiring full & part
time. Apply at 1100 N. Lamesa
Hwy.

Help Wanted

DAVE'S TUBING Testing &
Hot Oil Service need