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B r ie f l y  
Democrat Club

The Howard County 
Democrat Club will 
meet at 7 p.m. today at 
the Democratic
Headquarters in Big 
Spring, 300 N. Gregg.

On Monday, the 
Democratic Club will 
hold a rally at the head
quarters. Among those 
attending will be U.S. 
Congressman Charlie 
Stenholm, State Rep. 
“Pete” Laney and 
Senate District 31 can
didate Elaine Miller.

Refreshments will be 
provided. Everyone is 
welcome to both activi
ties.

After Hours
Big Spring Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
w ill present another 
Business After Hours 
event this evening.

This event w ill be 
held from 5 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at the Workforce 
Network, 310 Owens.

There w ill be door 
prizes and refresh
ments.

Business After Hours 
is designed to encour
age networking and to 
showcase sponsors. 
There is no charge to 
attend.

The public is invited.
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Brad Paisley discuss 

es his lifelong love of 
fishing. He'll reveal his 
favorite fishing holes, 
fishing tips, and even a 
few fish tales!
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Rnd u t online at: 
www.bigtprlngharald.com

To reach us, please call 
263-7331. O ffice hours 
ate 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
If  you miss your paper, 
please call 263-7335 
before 7 p.m. on week- 
da)rs and 11 a.m. on 
Sunday.

Prospectors to put on a gem of a show
By THOMAS JENKINS___________________
Staff Writer

The Big Spring Prospector’s Club will be 
polishing and cutting the rocks and gems to 
perfection this week, as members get ready 
to present the 35th Annual Gem and Mineral 
Show this weekend.

Prospectors Club Secretary-Treasurer Lola 
Lamb has been helping to coordinate the 
show for many years now, and said there 
will be something for everyone in the family 
at the show, which is slated for Saturday and 
Sunday at the Howard County Fair Barn.

“Admission is free,” said Lamb. “We’ll

What: 35th Annual Gem and Mineral Show.
Where: Howard County Fair Barn, off FM 
700.
When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday.
Admission: Free

have dealers and demonstrations, and the 
spinning wheel will also be there for the chil
dren. We’ll also have a snack bar and plenty 
of displays of work done by people locally, as

well as some of the vendors.
“A lot of people probably don’t realize what 

can be inside what appears to be an ugly old 
rock. There will be plenty of displays show
ing what is actually inside a rock, and how 
it’s worked into jewelry. Several people at 
the show will be working with the stones so 
people can see the process they go through 
first-hand.”

Lamb said demonstrations are a major part 
of the Gem and Mineral Show, which is slat
ed for 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. on Sunday,

See GEM SHOW, Page 3A

HERAU) ptwto/LynM Moody
Sherri Wlgglnton, Scenic Mountain Medical Center executive assistant, reviews the 
appointments for the day with the hospital’s new chief executive officer, Mike Pruitt. 
Pruitt, who halls originally from Oklahoma, took over the reigns from Tins SchmMt, who 
left for a similar position at a hospital In Marion* Illinois.

New CEO plans to take 
SMMC to the next level
By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

With just a few days on the job, 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s new 
chief executive officer is ready to bring 
the hospital to the next 
level.

“Our overall goal will be 
to bring specialty services 
to the community that you 
might not have or don’t 
have the service full-time," 
said Mike Pruitt, the hos
pital’s new CEO.

Pruitt took over the reins 
of Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center on Monday 
from Tim Schmidt, who 
left for a similar position 
at a hospital in Marian.

“ /  think the core 
quality is excellent 

around here, it’s just 
the little details.”

Mike Pruitt,
Scenic Mountain Medical 

Center CEO

111. Pruitt 
comes from Lake Granbury Hospital in 
GranbUry after serving six years as its 
CEO.

Over the next year, Pruitt estimates 
the hospital will spend almost $3 mil
lion in its on-going program to recruit 
quality physicians to the area.

“We’ll bring some candidates through 
and see how they fit into 

! the community,” he said. 
“I ’d liked for them when 
they get here to be here for 
the next 30 years. That is 
the type of physicians I’m 
looking for.

“We’ll look at three can
didates for any one posi
tion we pick,” he said. “ I 
don’t rush out there and 
take the first one that 
comes along.”

Building up the physician 
base in the community will be a slow 
process, but one well worth taking, not 
only for the hospital but for the com-

See SMMC CEO, Page 3A

AUSTIN (AP) -  Deep- 
fried fritters and whole 
milk are on the way out, 
and baked chips are in at 
Texas public schools.

In an effort to fight 
childhood obesity, the 
Texas Agriculture
Department is revamping 
the rules on what foods 
public schools can serye 
to their 4.2 million stu 
dents. Schools have until 
August to adapt.

The changes range from 
requiring that canned 
hruits be packed only in 
natural juices or light 
syrups to limiting chips 
to the reduced-fat or 
baked varieties.

Deep fat frying is 
banned altogether, and so 
are pizza fund-raisers that 
compete with the cafete
ria. There are also limits 
on how often french fries 
can be served, how much 
fat and sugar a meal can 
have, and what kinds of 
m ilk'can be offered (2 
percent. 1 percent or 
skim).

The policy expanded on 
a move last August by 
A g r i c u l t u r e  
Commissioner Susan 
Combs that banned “ foods 
of minimal nutritional 
value,” including sodas, 
hard candy and gum, dur
ing the elementary-school

Back to ciass
Housing corporation staff 
seeks further certification
By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The staff at Crossroads 
Housing Development 
Corporation will be head
ing back to the classroom 
soon in an effort to better 
serve the Big Spring area.

Paul Pryor, executive 
director of the CHDC, 
said he and Program 
Coordinator Stacy Walker 
will be attending certifi
cation classes next week.

and again in 
July, in an 
effort to not 
only satisfy 
the conditions 
of a grant they 
received, but 
to also provide 
the organiza
tion with more

credibility.
“We received a grant 

from the Enterprise

See HOUSING, Page 3A

PRYOR

.Denim and Diamonds 
to go tropical this year
Registeinow to have your 
name on formal donor card
Special to the HERALQ

Vibrant, tropical shirts 
w ill give some added 
punch this year to the 
jeans and western shirts 
traditionally worn by 
patrons who have attend
ed the past 18 Denim and 
Diamonds galas.

The 18th Annual Denim 
and Diamonds Gala, host
ed by the Big Spring State 
Hospital Volunteer 
Services Council, will be

April 2 at the Big Spring 
Country Club.

Invitations to the social 
event recently were 
mailed to donors. Denim 
and Diamonds
Chairperson Carol Scott 
said. Anyone wanting to 
attend the gala may con
tact the hospital’s 
Community Relations 
office, <432) 268-4536.

Donors who want their 
names listed on the for
mal donor invitation card 
must respond by Friday, 
Scott said. Formal invita-

See GALA* Page 3A

Out with the fat
Ag Departrrient fighting child obesity 
by revamping food rules for schools

day and at middle-school 
lunches.

Combs noted
Wednesday that 38 per
cent of Texas fourth- 
graders are overweight.

“This is a real prob
lem,” Combs said. 
“Schools ought to have a 
healthy food environ
ment.”

About 20 states already 
restrict students’ access 
to junk food until after 
lunch, and about two 
dozen states are consider
ing total bans or limits on 
vending machine prod
ucts.

See FAT, Page 3A

HERALD pHoto/LynM RIooRy

Big Spring High School Juniors Logisn Churchwkll and 
ManpJ Thangam have qualified for the Nationaf Forensic 
League, John C. Stennis National Student Congress. Ibe 
tYvo, along with other members of the high school 
debate team, left Wednesday for the Texas Forensic 
Association’s state meet in B^an.

Two local juniors qualify 
for national tournament
HERALD Staff Report

Big Spring High School 
juniors Logan
Churchwell and Manoj 
Thangam qualified for 
the National Forensic 
League, John C. Stennis 
National Student
Congress this past week
end.

“We are excited to 
qualify these two ‘ stu
dents for the National

Tournament in Student 
Congress,” said Jennifer 
Adams, Big Spring High 
School speech and debate 
coach. “Of course, we 
hope to qualify more 
when we try to qualify 
individual events in 
April.”

This marks the second 
year that the Big Spring 
High School Debate

See DEBATE. Page 3A
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Obituaries
M ary “A lb erta” H alfm ann

Mary “Alberta” Halfmann, 77, loving 
wife and mother, died Tuesday, March 2, 
2004, at a San Angelo hospital and went to 
be with her good Lord.

Alberta was born to Walter Lee and 
Mary Ernst Holder on April 24, 1926, in
Rowena. She married Ralph A. Halfmann 
on Oct. 5, 1949, and lived in the St. 
Lawrence farming! community where 
they were members of the St. Lawrence 

Catholic Church. She was a member of the St. Theresa 
Alter Society and also served as one of the first post
masters at St. Lawrence. Alberta was a homemaker 
and enjoyed farm life and riding with Ralph to check 
the livestock, the farm and care for the church ceme
tery.

Surviving Alberta is Ralph, her loving partner in life 
for the past 54 years, and the joys of her life, her two 
sons, Rudy and wife Linda o f Big Sprirrg, Ronnie of St. 
Lawrence; two daughters, Sandra Halfmann of Miles 
and Diann Cmerek and husbdnd Jim of St. Lawrence; 
three grandchildren, Matthew, Rebecca and Douglas 
Cmerek also of St. Lawrence; two step grandchildren, 
Shawn Slayton, and Buddy Slayton and-wife Kerry; 
two step-great grandchildren, Seth and Nate Slayton. 
Also surviving are two brothers, Robert Holder and 
wife Adeline of Winters, and Fred Holder and wife 
Virginia of San Angelo.

Alberta was preceded in death by her parents; two 
brothers, Martin and Floyd Holder; and a sister. Ester 
Holder.

Serving as pallbearers are Bobby Conner, David 
Holder, Richard Holder,i'Bill Holder, Lee Holder, Gary 
Halfmann, Baldwin Halfmann and Bobby Halfmann.

Rosary will be held at St. Lawrence Catholic Church 
in St. Lawrence on Thursday, March 4, 2004, at 7 p.m. 
Funeral services and burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 5, 2004, at the St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church. St. Lawrence with Rev. Tom Bmley of San 
Angelo and Rev. Bernard Getigan, pastor, officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made 
to the St. Lawrence Cemetery Association, 5400 FM 
2401, Garden City, 79739 or to a charity of your choice.

The family would like to extend a special thank you 
to Dr. Anderton, the SCCI staff. Shannon Skilled 
Nursing and ICU Nursing Staff for the special care 
given to Mary Alberta.

Till we meet again. Momma, we will always love
you.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch P'uneral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: 
www.npwelch.com

paid obituary
f

A da Lorene Petty
Ada Lorene Petty, 82, of Henderson, Nev., 
formerly of Big Spring, died on Monday, 
March 1,2004, at her residence. Graveside 
funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. 
Friday, March 5, 2004, at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park with Dr. Randy Cotton, 
pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, officiat
ing.
She was born on June 26, 1921, in Holt, 

San Saba County, to Lela Elizabeth and 
Victor Hugo Woods. She married Allen 

‘Doc” Petty on July 4, 1937, in Ballinger. He

G eoffrey Zay LeFevre

For all of your news, sports and 
local information.

spnSg HERALD

Lew is Lee Axtens
Lewis Lee Axtens, 72, of Canton, formerly of Big 

Spring, died Feb. 28, 2004, after a long illness. 
Memorial services are set for 2 p.m. Saturday, March 
6, at Eubank Chapel in Canton with the Rev. Jim 
Taylor ofTiciating.

Mr. Axtens was born Oct. 18, 1932, in Athens, -to 
Arthur Lee and Zelma Louella Stone Axtens. He was 
captain of his football team at Big Spring High School 
when he graduated in 1950. He joined the U.S. Navy in 
1951 and was a Korean War veteran. He was a mechan
ical engineer for 25 years, and worked on projects 
around the world. He loved his work and his grand
children, and had a very inventive mind.

He is survived by two sons, James Lewis Axtens and 
Troy Lee Axtens of Canton: two sisters, Helen Smith of 
Lubbock and Lyda May Sanborn of Big Spring; a 
brother. Jack Wesley Axtens of Royce City, four grand
children and other relatives and a host of friends.

He was preceded in death by his wife Betty Jean 
Myers Axtens, two brothers, George and Olie D. 
Axtens, and his sister Nell Annen.

Arrangements are under the direction of Eubank 
Funeral Home Inc. in Canton.

John Ernest Croft
4bhn Ernest Croft, 83, died Wednesday, March 2, 

2^4, at Harris-Methodist Hospital in Fort Worth. 
Flneral services will be at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 6, 
a| First United Methodist Church in Comanche with 
Rev. Matt Hall ofTiciating. Interment will be in the 
Proctor Cemetery in Proctor.

Mr. Croft was born Oct. 7,1920, in Hillsboro to James 
E. Croft and May Maxwell Reid. He married Mary 
Helen Hollis on Sept. 4, 1948, in Hico.

He was a veteran and served as a pilot in the United 
States Navy Reserve during World War II. He was a 
farmer and a rancher. He was a Baptist.

He is survived by his wife, Helen Croft of Proctor; a 
son and daughter Ritchie and Judi Croft of Dallas; a 
daughter and son-in-law Hollis and Joe McCright, of 
Big Spring; a daughter, Sarah Croft of San Antonio; a 
son and daughter-in-law, Carl and Lara Croft of Dallas; 
five grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends at Comanche Funeral 
Home on Friday from 6-8 p.m. Lunch will be at Proctor 
Community Center following the funeral services.

The family suggests memorials be made to the 
Comanche County Public Library or the First United 
Methodist Church.

Arrangements are under the direction of Comanche 
Funeral Home in Comanche.

P o l ic e  b lo t te r

Crockett
preceded her in death on Sept. 29, 1990.

Mrs. Petty was a housewife until 1952, at which time 
she went to school in San Angelo and became a beau
tician. For several years she owned and operated her 
own businesses in Fort Worth. She moved with her 
husband to Big Spring and worked at the Big Spring 
State Hospital until retiring in 1985.

In September 1986, she and Doc moved to Las Vegas, 
where she worked as a change person for a slot 
machine vendor until retiring in 1995. After her hus
band’s death, she lived with her son, Billy and his wife 
until they returned to Texas. Because of her frail 
health for the past few years she remained in Las 
Vegas and lived with her daughter, Nella. She had just 
recently moved to her daughter Eva's home.

Lorene was a very loving person and her willing
ness to always be there for her friends will always be 
remembered and loved by all who had the honor of 
knowing her.

Survivors include two sons, Billy Petty of Granbury 
and Charles Allen "C.A." Petty of Tacoma, Wash.; two 
daughters, Nella Bryant and Eva McNiell both of Las 
Vegas.Nev,; two brothers, Joseph Clifton “J.C” Woods 
of Canon City, Colo, and Victor Hugo Woods of Seguin; 
12 grandchildren; nine great grandchildren and 
numerous nephews, nieces and cousins.

She was also preceded in death by twin children, 
Crockett Allen at 2 days and Bobby Eugene at age 6 
months; one brother, Charles Robert Woods and one 
grandson, Donnie Allen Petty.

The family will receive friends from 7- 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday at the funeral home.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: 
www.npw’elch.com

paid obituary

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• MONICA HERNANDEZ. 22, of 609 N.E. Ninth 
Street, was arrested Wednesday on two local traffic 
warrants.

• MATTHEW GROOMS, 29, of Missouri, was arrest
ed Wednesday on a charge of soliciting without a 
license.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 900 block of Willia.
- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.
- in the 1800 block of FM 700.
- in the 1700 block of FM 700.
• THEFT BY CHECK was reported in the 200 block 

of FM 700.
• THEFT OF SERVICES was reported in the 1700 

block of Third Street.
• ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported in 

the 2500 block o f Dow.
• UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE

was reported in the 500 block of Fourth Street.
• BURGLARY OF A COIN OPERATED/COLLEC- 

TION MACHINE was reported in the 2300 block of 
Goliad.

• CREDIT CARD ABUSE was reported in the 700 
block of 17th Street.

• CRIM INAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 200 
block of 11th Place.

S h e r if f ’s  r e p o r t
The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol

lowing activity:
• SCOTT ANDREW  BAILEY , 30, was arrested 

Wednesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke proba
tion for driving while intoxicated-third or more 
offense.

• ANTONIO JOE FLORES, 23, was arrested 
Thursday by DPS on charges of driving while intoxi
cated and open container.

Geoffrey Zay LeFevre, 61, of Dinero, formerly of Big 
Spring, died on Wednesday, March 3, 2004, at his resi
dence. Funeral services will be 4 p.m. Saturday, March 
6,2004, at the 14th & Main Church of Christ. Interment 
will follow at Mt. Olive Memorial Park. , 

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley- 
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory, Big 
Spring, Texas.
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Bulletin board
If you have Items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
edltordblgsprlngherald.com 
TODAY

Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 
meets at 7 a.m. at Herman’s Restaurant.

Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. at Gale’s.

Kiwanis Club meets at noon at the Howard College 
Cactus Room. Call 267-6479 for more information.

Geneology Society of Big Spring meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Howard County Library.

Masonic Lodge 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101 
Lancaster.

FRIDAY

AMBUCS meets at noon at La Posada.

Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

Spring City Senior Citizens country and western 
dance is held from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. All area 
senior citizens are invited to attend.

SATURDAY

Potton House, 200 Gregg, a restored historical home 
is open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. An admission fee of $2 
for adults and $1 for children and senior citizens is 
encouraged.

Heritage Museum, 510 Scurry, is open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Hangar 25 A ir Museum is open Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
and Sunday 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Big Spring Squares meet. Call 267-7043 or 263-6305 
for more information.

Dance begins at 8:30 p.m. at Eagles Lodge, 704 West 
Third. Everyone is welcome.

MONDAY

Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at SMMC for sit and 
be fit aerobics. People age 50 and older are invited to 
participate. Call 268-4721 for more information.

Weather
Tonight...Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of show
ers in the evening. Lows in the mid 40s. West winds 
10to20mph.
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s. 
Northwest winds 10 to 15 mph.
Friday night and Saturday...Partly cloudy. Lows in 
the upper 30s. Highs in the upper 60s. West winds 10 
to 15 mph.
Saturday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 40s. 
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s! 
Sunday night and Monday...Mostly clear. Lows in 
the lower 40s.Highs in the mid 60s.
Monday night and Tuesday...Clear. Lows in the 
upper 30s. Highs in the upper 60s.
Tuesday night and Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Lows 
in the lower 40s. Highs in the upper 60s.

Lottery
Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 4-25-27-39-43. Bonus Ball:
28.
Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: 0. 
Estimated jackpot for Saturday night drawing: $6 
million.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 12-23-25-26-27.
Number matching five of five: 1.
Prize per winner: $43,350.
Winning tickets sold in: Fort Worth.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Thursday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-4-1

The Howard County Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a tank battery fire early this morning on 
FM 821, approximately 2 miles south of Interstate 
Highway 20.
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One dead in truck rollover; 
fleeing driver now in custody

MOORE (AP) -  A pick
up truck loaded with an 
estimated 14 people rolled 
over after a chase, killing 
one of the occupants and 
injuring eight others, the 
Texas Department of 
Public Safety said 
Thursday.

The rollover happened 
about 40 miles southwest 
of San Antonio where 
U.S. 57 merges with 
Interstate 35, said DPS 
spokeswoman Tela 
Mange.

The chase began when 
Zavala County sheriffs 
deputies repbrted seeing 
an extendedhcab pickup 
speeding east on U.S. 57 
northeast of Eagle Pass 
about 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Mange said. 
Deputies reported the 
truck was traveling at 
more than 90 mph and 
moving erratically, she 
said.

A DPS trooper joined 
the chase, which contin
ued east through Zavala 
County and into Frio 
County.

After a previous unsuc
cessful try, troopers again 
deployed tire spikes on 
U.S. 57 near Interstate 35, 
deflating the truck's two 
front tires. Mange said.

The truck slammed into 
an embankment and 
flipped, hurling about 
nine people from the 
truck's bed and killing 
one of them. Mange said.

GALA
Continued from Page lA

tions and admission cards 
will be mailed in mid- 
March.

Categories of giving 
include; benefactors, 
$1,000 and above; patrons, 
$500-$999; sponsors, $200- 
$499; and friends, $100- 
$199, A couple wanting to 
attend the buffet supper 
and dance may contribute 
$50 to $99.

You may request that 
your donation remain 
anonymous.

The gala is the single 
largest fund-raiser for the 
Big Spring State Hospital 
Volunteer Services 
Council. Council mem
bers support and fund 
patient activities and pro
vide extras for patients 
who are being treated at 
the psychiatric hospital.

This year's goal is to 
raise funds to begin a 
new project, in addition 
to the $20,000 needed

annually to support exist
ing volunteer activities 
and projects that provide 
many personal touches 
and benefit the patients, 
Scott said. .

Donors may sample 
hors d'oeuvres from 7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the 
country club’s buffet.

Entertainer Jody Nix 
and the Texas Cowboys 
will play dance music 
from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
Door prizes will be 
awarded throughout the 
evening.

Big Spring State 
Hospital volunteers are 
already busy building 
decorations to transform 
the country club into a 
western paradise with 
Hawaiian flair for a 
“Western Beach Party.”

For more information 
on the Denim and 
Diamonds Gala, call Big 
Spring State Hospital 
Community Relations 
Director Billie Christie at 
(432) 268-7535 or Carol 
Scott at (432) 264-9604.

GEM  SH O W
Continued from Page lA

“You take just an ordi
nary rock and you slab 
it,” she explained. “Then 
you put it into jewelry. 
That’s just one o f the 
processes people will get 
to see at the show. We’ll 
also have a sphere maker 
there. He’s from Abilene, 
and he makes spheres 
from stones with a special 
machine. He’ll also be 
doing demonstrations.

“We’ll also have another 
gentleman there doing 
wire wrapping, and if you 
pick out a stone or gem, 
he’ll mount it into a ring 
or necklace while you’re 
there at the show. None of 
it is soldered. It’s all 
wrapped with the gold 
wire.”

Lamb said another 
attraction scheduled for 
the show will be a special 
bead-making process that 
involves both metal and 
glass.

“ We’ll also having 
someone there making 
Venetian beads, which is 
glass that’s melted over a 
copper center,” she said.

“One the biggest attrac
tions, however, is always 
thfe faceting demonstra
tions. That’s where they 
take gems like diamonds 
and cut the facets into 
them.”

Shoppers will get the 
chance to sate their rock 
and gem appetites as well, 
thanks to a number of 
vendors from Texas and 
abroad.

“We have vendors com
ing from all over the 
state, and a few from out 
of state,” said Lamb. “ I 
know we have one com
ing from as far off as 
Louisiana, but the major
ity are coming from all 
over the state of Texas.

“When you come in the 
front door we’ll have a 
desk set up there so we 
can give everyone that 
comes in a ticket for a 
door prize. We’ll be hav
ing a door prize drawing 
every hour. There will 
also be tickets to vote for 
what you think is the best 
the best display case.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk^bigspringher- 
ald.com

DEBATE
Continued from Page lA

Team competed in the 
NFL Student Congress 
District Competition.

“We didn’t have anyone 
place last year,” Adams 
said. “We are proud of 
how far the students have 
come in a year.”

Churchwell and
Thangam will represent 
the Tall Cotton District, 
along with a trio of stu
dents from Amarillo 
Tascosa. Other schools in 
the NFL District include 
Amarillo High, Abilene 
High, Abilene Cooper and

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

O ur C o m m un ity.
O ur H o sp iU il.

1601 W. n th  PI. B ig Spring, TX_______
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Marcy Elementary School parents, students and teachers enjoy Pastries for Parents Night following a Parent Teacher 
Organization meeting. Big Spring elementaries are holding several events this week in celebration of Texas Public 
Schools week.

SM M C CEO
Continued from Page lA

munity as a whole
“There’s still about $6 

million dollars of 
Medicare patients here 
still trying to access the 
Midland area for those 
services,” he said.

According to Pruitt, 
every dollar spent in the 
local health care industry 
is returned back to the 
community 3.2 times.

After years of workers 
sending off money to 
Washington, D.C. to pay 
in the Medicare system, 
residents now accessing 
the system would have an 
opportunity to put those

dollars back and help bol
ster the local economy, 
Pruitt said.

"If they will bring those 
dollars they’ve already 
sent to Washington here 
vs. helping the Midland 
community, they would 
be much better off to 
access their services here 
and those dollars will 
have a multiple effect 
back into the economic 
impact of the communi
t y ”

Pruitt and his wife, 
Nori, are the proud par
ents of three grown chil
dren. Nori is an active 
volunteer in the 
Granbury community.

West 'I'exas is not unfa
miliar territory to this 
(JUlaluwa ualive. He put

in 20-plus years in the oil 
industry before a mid
career switch to hospital 
administration.

He received his bache
lor’s degree in business 
from Oklahoma State 
University and a master’s 
in business administra
tion and one in health 
administration from 
Oklahoma University. He 
also attended law school 
at Oklahoma University.

During that time, Pruitt 
served as an adjunct pro
fessor at Oklahoma 
University and the 
Oklahoma Health Science 
Center, teaching strategic 
planning and marketing 
and human resources.

During his lengthy 
tenure at Lake Granbury

Medical Center, he over
saw $42 million worth of 
investments to build up 
the hospital.

Now the CEO is chal
lenging his staff to 
improve overall quality at 
SMMC.

“ I think the core quality 
is excellent around here, 
it’s just the little details,” 
he said. “ We need to 
make sure quality is 
throughout all levels of 
the organization. It’s a 
process. It doesn’t happen 
overnight.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Lyndel Moody at 263-7331, 
ext. 324, or by e-mail at 
reporter@ bigspringher- 
ald.com

HOUSING
Continued from Page lA

Foundation for capacity 
building,” said Pryor. 
“One of the requirements 
of the grant was that we 
get additional certifica
tion and additional train
ing, so we looked around 
and the four we picked 
will be the most benefi
cial to the organization 
and to the community in 
large.

“The certification class 
I I’m specifically going to is 
Rural Housing
Development, which will 
deal with the obstacles 
and barriers you run into, 
in the rural area, com
pared to those you 
encounter in the metro 
areas. There are a lot of

different funding streams 
that you use in the rural 
areas that you can’t use 
in the metro.”

Pryor said Walker will 
also be«ittending a certifi
cation class aimed at her 
position as well.

“The certification class 
Stacy will be attending is 
on asset management.” he 
explained. “That basically 
entails tracking all of the 
funding streams and mak
ing sure we’re in-compli
ance with the grant 
requirements. ~~ 

“Those are the first two 
classes we’ll be doing 
next week. The other two 
will take place in July, 
and we’ll do one on finan
cial counseling and 
another on foreclosure 
counseling.”

While more knowledge 
is always a good thing.

Pryor said the certificates 
will be more than just 
framed pieces of paper to 
hang on the wall.

“They add credibility,” 
he said. “ It’s like a lot of 
jobs that have licensing. 
Instead of licensing, we 
have certifications. It 
helps us so when we go to 
funders such as 
Enterprise Foundation. 
When we show them our 
certifications, they under
stand we know what 
we're doing because 
we’ve taken the training 
and passed the certifica
tion tests.

“We want to make our 
agency more credible and 
more influential in the 
state. We just joined a 
couple of statewide agen
cies, including the Texas 
Association of
Community Development

Corporations and the 
National Association of 
Housing Development 
Officials. We feel like the 
more credibility we have 
as an agency will allow us 
to influence the state 
agencies, which in turn 
influences the national 
agencies. That’s why 
we’re trying to build our 
standard of credibility 
up.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk({i bigspringher-

FAT

Midland Lee.
Since 1991, the Stennis 

Center has sponsored the 
John C. Stennis National 
Student Congress as part 
of the National Forensic 
League’s (NFL) National 
Speech Tournament.

The country’s top high 
school debaters assemble 
every June to compete for 
the honor of the nation’s 
best. The National 
Forensic League National 
Tournament will be in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, this 
year.

For more information 
about the Stennis Center, 
visit its Web site at 
www.stennis.gov/student- 
congresspage.htm

Continued from Page lA  ,

The Texas policy issued 
this week and takes effect 
Aug. 1 for schools partici
pating in the national 
school lunch, breakfast 
and after-school snack 
programs.

Some school officials 
said the deadline is too 
soon and the cost of 
implementing the plan

remains unclear.
"At a time when school 

districts face cuts in 
essential programs and 
staff, we remain con
cerned about possible 
additional unfunded m.̂ n- 
dates,” said Kathy 
Golson, a lobbyist for the 
Texas Association of 
School Boards.

The ban on deep frying, 
for example. could 
require some schools to 
get rid of fryers and force

them to buy more ovens, 
she said.

MYERS & SMITH
F U N E R A L  H O M E  

&  C H A P E L
24th & Jo hn so n  267-8288

We provide chapel, 
church, graveside and 
cremation services.

I've Been Framed
li|S4r«|IIU<4»n4-71K

\,Custom F id u K  rraming 
And Prints

3 0 %  O ff ,
E V E R Y D A Y  i U j g f w a t i s i m L J i

202 Scurry • 267-627S

DOWNTOWN 
BARBER SHOP

302 Scurry St. 
263-8401

Welcomes Aboard

Nancy Feaster
She invites ail of her friends Sr family 

to come in and see her for all their - 
hair care needs! ^

* Appointm ents 8t Walk-Ins Welcome *

C lu b
35th Annual 

Qem and Mineral Show
March 6 and 7, 2004 

Saturday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sunday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Howard County Fair Barn 
Big Spring, Texas

Dealers, Demonstrators, Displays 
Spinning Wheel, Prizes, Snack Bar 

Jewelry Repair, Stone Setting
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Plan on having
one real gem 
of a weekend

H oping to dig up something to do 
this weekend? You are in the right 
place because the annual Gem and 
Mineral Show is Saturday and 

Sunday, put on by the Big Spring Prospectors 
Club.

The show is the place to go if you have any 
interest at all in rocks. From fine-crafted jew
elry to rough materials that have only been 
cleaned up a bit, the show features some
thing for everyone. There will be demonstra
tions in wire-wrapping and sphere making. 
You’ll even be able to purchase a gem and 
have it mounted before you leave. The tal
ents displayed at this annual show are amaz
ing.

You’ll find things you never dreamed could 
be fashioned out of rock — from small ani
mals to wall decorations that burst with 
color.

It’s' a great place for gifts, too. Dealers will 
have finished jewelry, rough rock, mount
ings, crystals, novelty items and more for 
sale.

There’s a concession stand for those who 
get hungry, and as always, plenty of other 
refreshments. Did we mention hourly door 
prizes?

Hours are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. It will all be 
going on at the Howard County Fairbarns 
adjacent to the Big Spring Rodeo Bowl, off 
FM 700.

The Big Spring Prospector’s Club is one of 
the best-kept secrets in our community. They 
also have one of the longest-running activi
ties in the area. It’s the 35th annual show 
this weekend. So go out and pay them a visit 
this weekend and join in the fun.

L e t t e k s  P o l i c y

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as 

a street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one 

letter per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a 

telephone number or address will not be consid
ered.

• Letters should-be submitted to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. 
They can also be e-mailed to editor® bigspringher- 
ald.com

H o w  T o  C o n t a c t  U s
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ 

opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, 

we offer several ways in which you may contact 
us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fdx at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@crcom.net.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Kerry’s complicated exfoliation

D ebra
Saunders

Jt’s an odd campaign gimmick, 
but Sen. John F. Kerry, D- 
Mass., often tells voters that 
he was “misled” and that’s 

why he voted for an October 2002 
resolution authorizing military 
force against Iraq.

Kerry says he 
believed the resolu
tion tied President 
Bush to promises to 
build an international 
coalition, to work 
with the United 
Nations and to only 
go to war as a last 
resort. A disappointed 
Kerry now says Bush
failed in all three ___________
venues. --

Kerry’s story only works if you 
don’t know that the resolution did
n’t bind Bush as Kerry said.

And a month before Kerry’s 
“yes” vote. Bush went to the 
United Nations and said the fol
lowing: “Saddam Hussein has 
defied the United Nations 16 
tildes Not once, not twice — 16 
times he has defied the U.N. The 
U.'N. has told him after the 
(Persian) Gulf War what to do, 
what the world expected, and 16 
times he’s defied it. And enough is 
enough. The U.N. will either be 
able to function as a peacekeeping 
body as we head into the 21st cen
tury, or it will be irrelevant. And 
that’s what we’re about to find 
out.”

When Kerry met with the editor
ial board of the San Francisco 
Chronicle on Friday, I had the 
chance to ask the senator how he 
could have expected Bush to 
behave differently in light of what 
Bush had said.

Kerry’s answer reminds me of 
the angry customer in the Federal 
Express ad who, clad only in a 
towel and a loofah mitt, calls a

company to complain that FedEx 
delivered his package as sched
uled, which he should not have 
expected, and by the way, it incon
veniently interrupted a “compli
cated exfoliation.”

Kerry’s answer was that 
Washington insiders believed that 
Bush didn’t mean what he said. “ I 
think that you had a hard-line 
group (then Pentagon adviser) 
Richard Perle, (Deputy Defense 
Secretary) Paul Wolfowitz and 
probably (Vice President Dick) 
Cheney. But when Brent Scowcroft 
and Jim Baker (former advisers to 
the first President Bush) weighed 
in, very publicly in op-eds in The 
New York Times and the 
(Washington) Post, the chatter 
around Washington and (Secretary 
of State Colin) Powell in particu
lar, who was very much of a dif
ferent school of thought, was real
ly that the president hadn’t made 
up his mind. He was looking for 
an out. That’s what a lot of people 
thought.”

What about what Bush said to 
the United Nations? That was 
“rhetorical,” Kerry answered. And 
“a whole bunch of very smart 
legitimate people” not running for 
president thought as he did. “So 
most people, actually on the 
inside, really felt that (Bush) him
self was looking for the way out to 
sort of satisfy Cheney, satisfy 
Wolfowitz, but not get stuck,”
Kerry continued. “The fact that he 
jumped and went the other way, I 
think, shocked them and shocked 
us.”

So Kerry was “misled” because 
he believed that Bush didn’t mean 
what Bush said.

Talk about your dirty tricks.
Kerry also downplayed the ^  

importance of his Iraq vote when  ̂
he told the Chronicle, “Moreover, 
we didn’t give (Bush) any authori
ty he didn’t have. (President)

Clinton went to Kosovo without 
Congress. Clinton went to Haiti 
without Congress.”

And: “What we thought we were 
doing was getting him to a place 
where it would be harder to go to 
war.”

The scariest part is that Kerry 
looked as if he believed what he 
said. He had noted that all of his 
fears of where Bush might err 
turned out to be right. And at the 
same time, Kerry asserted that his 
vote for military force made it 
“harder” for Bush to go to war.

There are a few ways to inter
pret Kerry’s statement.

One is to believe the Kerry spin 
that the Vietnam War veteran is a 
reluctant warrior who only sends 
other men’s sons off to war under 
the most dire circumstances, and 
Kerry somehow believed that a 
Senate vote authorizing force 
would make it harder for Bush to 
send U.S. troops to Iraq.

Or you can believe Kerry is a 
reluctant warrior who voted for 
war, even if he opposed it, because 
he was running for president, and 
the war polled well.

Or you can believe that Kerry 
strongly believed in the war but 
now poses as a reluctant warrior 
because he is running for presi
dent as a Democrat.

Or you can believe that you 
shouldn’t believe a politician who 
complains he was misled because 
another politician had the cheek 
to mean what he said.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 

»and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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R e p u b lica n s  d isa p p o in ted  with lea d ersh ip

Robert
N o v ak

A t 1 p.m. on Feb. 25, some 
15 prominent Republicans 
invited to be surrogates 
in the coming presiden

tial campaign gathered at Bush- 
Cheney headquarters in suburban 
Northern Virginia for 
a private briefing.
Less than two hours 
earlier that day.
Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan 
Greenspan detonated 
a political bombshell.
To judge from the 
bland and uninforma
tive briefing, nobody 
on the president’s 
campaign team heard 
the explosion. ssssssssss;

Former Montana
Gov. Marc Racicot, a Washington 
lavvyer-lobbyist who last year 
rasigned as figurehead chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committee to become figurehead 
chairman of Bush-Cheney ‘04, led 
the precisely orchestrated, one- 
hour briefing. He did not mention 
that Greenspan had just testified 
to Congress advocating reduced 
Social Security benefits. Racicot 
might be excused for being silent 
and unaware of the central 
banker’s latest political mischief, 
since it also escaped the attention 
that morning of key Bush policy
makers.
‘ The invited advocates were 
handed a thick batch of talking 
points to ingest by the campaign’s 
appropriately named chief of sur
rogates. Julie Cram. Nowhere in 
the handout did the forbidden 
words “Social Security” appear. 
“The president’s opponents are 
against personal retirement 
accounts” is the closest the brief
ing material came to the dreaded 
subject. Many prospective surro
gates left campaign headquarters 
profoundly depressed by the
mediocre briefing and the material

given them.
This fits the deepening malaise 

among Republicans in the capital. 
They are neither surprised nor 
terribly worried by polls that tem
porarily show George W. Bush 
trailing John Kerry. What worries 
the GOP faithful is the absence of 
firm leadership in their party 
either at the White House or on 
Capitol Hill.

The lack of a ready response to 
Greenspan, while Democrats 
quickly turned his comments into 
an indictment of President Bush’s 
tax cuts, was not an isolated fail
ing. Today, Republicans on either 
end of Pennsylvania Avenue seem 
to be going in opposite directions.

— Disagreement between con
gressional Republicans and Bush 
over the size of the highway bill 
reflects mutual recriminations 
over runaway federal spending in 
general. While the president’s 
aides are angered by the lawmak
ers’ addiction to concrete, conserv
ative lawmakers are furious that 
Bush’s budget has preserved and 
actually increased federal funding 
for the arts.

— Bush’s call to make his tax 
cuts permanent and to repeal the 
estate tax for all time leaves 
Republicans in Congress perplexed 
about how they will be able to 
write a budget without a massive 
increase in the huge deficit that 
never will command a majority 
vote.

— House Speaker J. Dennis 
Hastert and his allies are bitter 
that they received no backing 
from the president and administra
tion in their efforts to keep the 
independent 9-11 investigation 
from extending into the campaign 
season.

— The president came out for a 
constitutional amendment to bar 
gay marriagje without consulting 
congressional Republican leaders, 
which helps explain the unenthu- 
siastic reception from his own

party on Capitol Hill.
— Congressional Republicans 

still have not recovered from the 
shock of the President’s Economic 
Report extolling the outsourcing of 
industrial jobs — good economics 
perhaps, bad politics definitely.

The disaffection is such that 
over the last two weeks, normally 
loyal Republicans — actually 
including more than a few mem
bers of Congress — are privately 
talking about political merits in 
the election of Sen. Kerry. Their 
reasoning goes like this: There is 
no way Democrats can win the 
House or Senate even if Bush 
loses. If Bush is re-elected. 
Democrats are likely to win both 
the House and Senate in a 2006 
midterm rebound. If Kerry wins. 
Republicans will be able to bounce 
back with congressional gains in 
2006.

To voice such heretical thoughts 
suggests that Republicans on 
Capitol Hill are more interested in 
maintaining the fruits of majority 
status first won in 1994 rather 
than in governing the country. A 
few thoughtful GOP lawmakers 
ponder the record of the first time 
in 40 years that the party has con
trolled both the executive and leg
islative branches, and conclude 
that record is deeply disappoint
ing.

But incipient heresy also reflects 
shortcomings of the Bush political 
operation. Its emphasis has been 
on fund-raising and organization, 
with deficiencies in communicat
ing and leadership. The president 
is in political trouble, and his dis
affected supporters who should be 
backing him aggressively provide 
the evidence.

To find  out more about Robert D. 
Novak and read his past columns^ 
visit the Creators Syndicate web 
page at www.creators.com.
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Chicken entree stiiffed 
w ith colorful nutrition

Pepper-Stuffed Chicken 
Breasts with Spinach is a 
colorful entree with the 
flavor of California befit
ting its source,

Boneless, skinless 
chicken breast halves are 
slit and stuffed with 
caramelized red and yel
low peppers, then baked 
and basted with a light 
sauce of lemon, thyme 
and garlic. The chicken 
is served on a bed of 
spinach and watercress, 
cooked with the full fla
vor of chicken broth and 
a chicken bouillon cube.

Tl*iis recipe is easily dou
bled to serve up to eight, 
making it perfect for a 
springtime buffet.

The bright color of the 
peppers is particularly 
showy if the chicken 
breasts are sliced, mak
ing it perfect for spring
time entertaining. Half 
the breasts before serv
ing. Couscous or rice and 
a green salad will make 
this dish a complete meal

COPIA; The American 
Center for Wine, Food & 
the Arts located in the 
Napa Valley.

Bell pepper stuffed 
chicken with spinach

INGREDIENTS
4 chicken breast halves, 

boneless and skinless 
3 TBLS canola oil 

(divided)
1 red bell pepper, juli- 

enned (about 1 cup)
1 yellow bell pepper, 

julienned (about 1 cup)
1 tsp salt
1 tsp black pepper

3 TBLS b u t t e r  
(divided)

1 clove garlic, minced 
1 TBLS lemon zest 
1 TBLS fresh thyme 
3 cups chicken stock 
1 chicken bouillon cube 

' 1 pound spinach leaves 
1 pound watercress

PREPARATION AND COOKING
Preheat oven to 400“ F. 

In saute pan over medi
um-low heat, warm one 
tablespoon canola oil. 
Add red and yellow pep
pers; cook over medium- 
low heat until slightly 
browned, about 5 min
utes. Refrigerate to cool.

Cut slit in underside of 
each breast half, creating 
a pocket. Stuff peppers 
into breast slits. 
Sprinkle chicken with 
salt and pepper.

In large, ovenproof 
saute pan. warm remain
ing two tablespoons 
canola oil over medium- 
high heat. Add chicken 
and sear 2 minutes. 
Place pan in oven; cook 8 
minutes, then turn and 
cook additional 4 min
utes.

While chicken is cook
ing in oven, place chick
en stock and bouillon 
cube in deep saucepan; 
bring to a simmer. Add 
spinach leaves and

Nutrition Information 
Per Serving:
360 calories 

23 g fat
7 g saturated fat 
9 g carbohydrate

OUR RESIDENTS TELL US THEY LIKE:
• Space and design of homes
• Location of apartment complex
• Rental Rates

YOU WILL LIKE THEM, TOO!

Coronado Hills Apajrtments.
801 W. Marcy • 267-6500

www.coronadohillsapts.com
View These Apertment Homes 
On Our Website Or Call For 
A Mailed Brochure________ 'Jtemember...you deserve the best!!''

Hope in the future

‘C o a s t l in e ’ d e p ic t s  fa m ily ’s  s t r u g g le s

WILLIAMS

After liv
ing in 
Paris for 
10 years,
Madeleine 
r e t u r n s  
home to Le 
Devin, an 
island off 
the coast 
of France.
M a d e l 
e i n e ’ s 
early fami-
ly life was unhappy, and 
it was in this emotionally 
sad situation that 
Madeleine and her moth
er left the family home to 
take up residence in the 
mainland city. Madeleine 
made a living as best she 
could by selling her 
paintings, but none of her 
efforts seemed to please 
her mother.

When death finally took 
the older woman, 
Madeleine was drawn 
back to the island even 
though she had heard 
nothing from her father 
since her departure.

Madeleine’s arrival in 
the small village on the 
north end of the island 
drew little attention. 
While a few old friends 
warmly greeted her, she 
found her father

depressed and uncommu
nicative: he refused to 
acknowledge her pres
ence in his home.

The constant bitterness 
and competition between 
Madeleine’s home village 
and the community to the 
south had grown in her 
absence, and the resent
ments among the inhabi
tants had increased. 
Madeleine felt compelled 
to do something positive 
to improve the situation, 
and in her attempt to pro
vide both the impetus and 
method, she found a 
somewhat willing helper 
in a mysterious stranger 
who had made a tempo
rary home among the res
idents. With much prod
ding and a tremendous 
amount of hard work, the 
north coast inhabitants 
created physical changes 
along the coastline that in 
time caused good things 
to happen.

Joanne Harris, author 
of the popular novel 
Chocolat, explores not 
only Madeleine’s wisdom 
in returning home, but 
the complicated emotion
al ties she tentatively 
forms with the island peo
ple, as well as with her 
long-estranged father. In

many ways, Harris uses 
the same theme as her 
other novels: a stranger 
in the midst of a troubled 
population and the 
changes that are wrought 
by a persistent belief in a 
good outcome.
Madeleine’s character is 
rather intriguing; much 
of her life she has been 
rejected by her father, is 
estranged from her sister, 
and had a somewhat bit
ter relationship with her 
mother; yet from the 
pages she emanates tht 
impression of strength. 
As the story progresses, 
Madeleine exhibits a 
yearning for acceptance 
and love, but she is often 
disappointed. This com
plex situation is one that 
propels the reader to go 
forward into the story; 
while there is no wild 
suspense, the story pre
sents a desire for resolu
tion that provides the 
motivation.

This definitely isn’t a 
book that would be con-' 
sidered “fast reading.’’ In 
the beginning there 
seemed to be an abun
dance of characters, most 
with confusing names 
and identities. The story
line of Coastliners was

difficult to follow, but as 
the reader becomes 
acquainted with
Madeleine, it is a bit eas
ier to ignore the various 
French terms and titles 
and become enmeshed 
into the action of the 
characters.
, Harris creatively uses 
the confusion of spiritual
ity and superstition as 
she molds this unique 
tale. While the story has a 
somewhat dark mood, 
there is an underlying 
sense of hope and opti
mism that Harris weaves 
into the lives of those 
who deal with the 
inevitable adversities of 
the sea.

CoastlinerS by Joanne' 
Harris. HarperCollins 
Publisher, Inc., New 
York, New York. 2002.

Pat Williams, former 
educator, previously lived 
in Big Spring and con
tributes this column to 
the Herald.

Email Lifestyles

life@bigspringherald.c<»n

watercress, stirring and 
tossing well until wilted, 
about 2 -3 minutes.
Remove greens from pan, 
reserving stock. Drain 
greens on paper towels. 
Boil stock and cook until 
liquid is reduced and 
begins to thicken, about 
5 minutes. Whisk in one 
tablespoon butter.

Remove chicken from 
oven, place pan over 
burner on medium heat 
and add remaining 2 
tablespoons butter, gar
lic, lemon zest and 
thyme. Baste chicken 
with butter sauce for 
thirty seconds; remove 
pan from heat.

To serve, place spinach 
and watercress leaves in 
center of bowl or on 
plate. Top with chicken 
breast half. Spoon sauce 
over greens.

From COPIA: The 
American Center for 
Wine, Food & the Arts.

BUILT
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^ T E X A S

Visit www.texaslt>rd.cofn to find the dealer nearest you!
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The 2004 Nissan Titan Crew Cab full-size pickup.

U t a i l
N issan's new fu ll-size pickup

I

loaded with power and appeal
The brand-spanking- 

new Nissan Titan ('rcw 
Cab is an impressive lull- 
size pickup.

Let me clarify that. It is 
an impressive, honest to 
goodness full-size pickup 
truck capable of meeting 
just about any 
full-size pick
up need you 
‘can think of.

This made in 
America for 
America truck 
(the Titan is 
manufactured 
at the Canton,
Miss. plant) 
features a 5.6- 
liter V-8
engine (305
h o r s e p o v v -  
er/379 lb.-ft. torque) capa
ble of towing up to 9,400 
pounds. It’s mated to a 
five-speed automatic 
transmission and is avail 
able in both rear-wheel 
and four-wheel drive con 
figurations.

I have to admit. 1 was 
blown away with the 
Titan’s on-demand power. 
Cruising down the high 
way, the Titan provided 
an extremely smooth 
ride, yet I still felt that 1 
could go off road and 
drive the Titan where no 
road existed — especially 
with its minimum ground 
clearance of 9.7-inches 
(11.6-inches on 4X4 mod 
els).

When it comes to body 
styles, consumers have 
their choice of King Cab 
and four-Quad Cab, both

capable of seating up to 
six pas.sengers in comfort. 
.‘Xnd yes. 1 tried out the 
back .seat and was 
imprc'ssed with the 
amount of leg room.

King Cab models fea
ture a 6-1 /2-foot bed, while 

Crew Cab 
Titans offer a 
5-1/2-foot bed.

And get this, 
when Nissan 
biult 'the"new 
$T^3 billion 
Mi s s i s s i pp i  
plant. they 
included a $20 
million spray- 
in bed liner
facility. Not 
only can you 
get the new’ 

with a factory- 
bed liner protec-

the inside. Nissan engi
neers did a great job of 
making the interior func
tional, as well as nice to 
look at — with lots of 
bells and whistles.

The Titan is available 
in three trim lines — XE, 
SE and LE — with a man
ufacturer’s suggested 
retail price starting at 
$22,400 ($2.5,100 for Crew 
Cab).

While dealers have 
already ‘ begHll receiyini? 
inventory, the new Titan 
doesn’t officially go on 
sale until mid-December.

The new Nissan Titan 
is a must test drive.

Titan 
direct
tion system, you can also 
get the Utili-track tie- 
down system designed for 
drivers who need versatil
ity in cargo hauling.

The specially designed 
channel rails provide a 
wide range of attaching 
points for cargo tie
downs.

Whether you’re hauling 
a motorcycle, a 4X8 sheet 
of plywood or household 
appliances, it’s a snap to 
anchor down the load.

When you go in to the 
dealership for a test 
drive, make sure the sales 
representative shows you 
all the neat storage com
partments — especially 
the neat tool chest located 
in the rear fender well..

And wait until you see

O n th e  r o a d

By Neal White

Neal White has been cov
ering the automotive 
industry fo r more than 10 
years and is affiliated 
with the Midwest 
Automotive Media
Association and Texas 
Auto Writers Association, 
currently serving as a 
board officer. Comments 
may be sent to Neal at edi- 
tor(a waxahachiedaily- 
light.com.

THE NUTS AND BOLTS

MODEL;
2004 NLssan Titan  
Rear-whccI drive 
Four-wheel drive 
King Cab/Crew Cah I
6-pa.ssenger seating
PRICE RANGE;
$22,400 - $40,000 
ENGINE:
5.6-L V -8 (305 hp/379 torque) 
TRAN^ISSION:
3-ipeed automatic 
E K :  14 mph city/19 mph 
highway (2W D)
BRAKES: Disc with ABSand  
electronic brake force

distribution.
STEERING: Power 
rack-and-pinion.
TURNING CIRCLE;
46-feet
SUSPENSION: Double 
wishbone front; rigid leaf 
rear.
LENGTH:
224.2 inches 
WHEELBASE.:
1.39.8 inches 
WEIGHT.:
5,019 pounds (2W D Quad Cab)
WIDTH.: 78.8 inches 
HEIGHT.: 75.1 inches (2W D Quad Cab) 

TIRES.: 17-inch: l*8-inch 
FUEL TANK: 28 gallons 
TOW CAP.: 9,400 pounds 
BED LENGTH.:
78.9 in. (King Cab)
67.1 in. (Quad Cab)
SAFETY: Advanced airbag system with seat belt 

sensors and front passenger occupant classiTication 
sensor; optional side impact and curtain airbags.

Three-point safety belts for all seating positions; 
dual-stage driver airbag with seat position sensor 
and safety belt buckle sensor; right front passenger 
airbag with buckle sensor and occupant classifica
tion sensor; optional Safety Canopy A B S .

.Sdiger wins Stale .Senale special election with 56'r of sole and wins 18 of 26 cotinties.
It is an honor to serve

Big Spring & Howard Co.
i i It's Time To Set Aside
Our Regional Differences 

And Puii Together. 55
Th e Panhandle and the Perm ian  Basin have a com m on 
bond. It’ s time to redirect the "United We Stand and 
Divided We Fall" message u.sed again.st me in the 
special election runoff to now bring all 26 counties • 
o f  our State Senate district together.

As your newly elected State Senator. 1 want to encourage 
.your support in helping me represent all o f  our district in 
the Texas Senate; after all, w e have a lot in eom iiion.

W e need to w ork  together to defend and restore eonservative values, to pro
tect our local water, to bring in new jobs, and we must get some real school 
funding reforms which replace Robin Hood taxation with a fairer system and 
more complete system o f  funding our schools and paying our teachers.

I'his is the th ird  tim e in the past three m onths I ’ ve asked to earn  you r vote.
As our new State Senator-Elect, 1 am honored to ask B O TH  those who have 
supported me in the past to support me again, and to ask those who would 
consider supporting me for the first time to let me earn your^vote in this year’s 
Republican Primary. Together, w'e’ II get it done.

Big Spring Backers Help Kel Win State Senate Runoff
Mon. Kin>s &. Laura McLwcn • Hon. Bill & Joyce Crooker • Hon. Hardy & Slcfanic Wilkerson • Ralph & 
Billyc Mcl.aughlin • John Currie • Mary Francis Malone • Bob & Susan Lewis • Homer & Slina Wilkerson • 
Tommy & Donna Tunc • Jerry & Dr. Louise Worthy • Vess & Lynecte Barnes • Gret,’ Brooks • Mike & Sharon 
Conner • Rich & Barbara Anderson • Charles & Joan Beil • Dan & Kathy Lusk • Larry Bob & Linda Conway
• l-lddie & Vickie Cole • Reg & Jo Anne Hyer • Tony & Deannc Lester • Pete Thiry • Dr. Briicc & Sheryl Cox
• Glenn & ( ’asie Fillingim • Scott & Mary Kay McLaughlin • Bobby & Hon. Gloria McDonald

Permian Basin Republican Don Sparks Endorses Kel
a  Ttxl.iy I .till .imuHincin,;; m\ cndt'iscmcnl ol Kcl .Sclitjcr m the M.itvli 9"’ Prmi.ii). W liilc m\ n.mic 

will .ippc.tr ('ll the prim.ns h.illol. I nice cursonc to m.ikc then vote count h) choosinc Kcl Schcci 
I hope this will help uml\ the dislnel ,iml I hehe\e this to he m the best interest of oiir eimimiimties 
;ind husmessesWti.n ! ,|iicieil llio I e ■■ P , . |  s'. ,, S, n.iic . ' i  4 ii,\ ' ( u l \ ,is lo help unite the I’.inh.i.iill'.' •ind ilk I’timi.in h.i-.- M"oii;:houi ri, i .kc i iiieJ m m,,:'il.nn m_\ goal of ,i united disiiicl h\ enetnintcmc . .\(>ters to look ,il the c.nulid.iie s i|n.ihlie,ilions, not where he resided m tlie disinet
I ni'w believe it is m the best mleresi ol the eomnuinilies in the sooth p.trl of the district to iv.ich out to our new l\ eleeleii sen.itor ,nul heem to work w nh him eoneernme tlie issues w liieh m.i\ he miujiie tt' the souihern portion (4 The distnet. aKmc with the issues which .ire important to the entire distnet...^^ 2 .2(1,04

Texas State G O P  Party Chair Congratulates Kel
rexuns have continued to place their trust in the proven, conservative 

Icadeiship that the Republican Party offers... Kel Scliger (is an) exceptional 
leader and ... will no doubt do a tremendous job representing (his district) 
and... the conservative values that a majority of Texans hold dear. 2.18.04

Young Conservatives of Texas Endorse Kel
44  \Vc are jileascd lo eiuioisc lormer Am.ii illo M.tvoi Kel .Seliger for Slate Sen.ile 
in nistrici .̂ 1. A longiime le.idei in ei\ie .iiid eli.itilahle causes. Seliger supprirts 
reducing taxes, imposing the de.illi peii.ili\ on \ loleni erimmals, & keeping llie 
concealed liaiulgun law lie op|>oses ,i suue met'iue lax and homosexual m.trri.tge. 
5 C' l' has been a pro-life oig.mi/.itioii lor o\er two dee.ides and we .tie eonlident
that Kel Seliger will fight to |iroteet unboiii children. 2IHI4 Spi'cial Kli'dinn 

& (lOP I’rimari KndorMmtnl

Kel Wins The Old Fashioned Way
Despite being oiilspent by a 3:1 margin in the 
recent s(x;eial election and runoff. Kel, Nancy 
and the voltiiitecrs personally kniK'ked on doors 
and made over .SO.(MM) calls to voters districlwide.

R e - e le c t 60P PRIMARY: TUESDAY, MARCH 9TH

K e l
■  e  '— ^ — '

Seliger
s e n a t o r

Republican
Campaign Hotline:

(806) 373-5500 www.seliger4senate.com
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story idea? Call Tommy Wells at 263- 
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
spor1s@bigspringherald.com
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P la in v ie w  b e g in s  q u e s t  fo r  re c o rd - ty in g  4th  tit ie
By JIM VERTUNO_____________
AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN (AP) -  Winner of 
three straight Class 4A girls' bas
ketball titles, Plainview has the 
trip to state tournament down 
pat.

Leave town Tuesday with a pep 
rally send-off and police escort, 
stop in Lubbock for practice at 
Texas Tech before driving to 
Abilene for a little shopping at 
the mall, a barbecue dinner and 
a decent night's rest.

“The girls love to shop,” said 
coach Danny Wrenn. “So do my 
assistant coaches.”

Work out again in the morning,

drive to Austin on Wednesday 
and wait for the tournament to 
start.

It's all part of the winning for
mula Wrenn has developed to 
perfection. Another title this 
weekend would match the 4A 
record of consecutive champi
onships, set by Levelland in 1986- 
89.

“This group has a lot of heart 
and character,” Wrenn said. 
“They've won so much it's almost 
like they don't know how to 
lose.”

The girls' tournarhent starts 
today with Class lA  games. All 
games are at the University of 
Texas' Frank Erwin Center.

In previous years Plainview's 
lineup was peppered with some 
of the best individual talent in 
the state and nation. Chelsi 
Welch and Alesha Robertson 
were high school All-Americans 
who signed with Oklahoma and 
Texas Tech, respectively, and 
last year's tournament MVP 
Tojjinay Thompson signed with 
UT-Arlington. But this year's 
team doesn't have any players 
signed to a major college.

Instead, they have four senior 
starters who want to make histo
ry, Wrenn said.

“They've really provided 
tremendous leadership,” he said. 
“They know it's their last go

around. They can join elite com
pany, and they're committed to 
doing that.”

Plainview (.30-2) opens 
Thursday night against Kerrville 
Tivy (32-3).

A win could set up a rematch 
with Dallas Lincoln (28-1), which 
plays Pflugerville Connally (32- 
4). Plainview has defeated 
Lincoln in three straight title 
games.

“Heartbreak? I don't know,” 
said Lincoln coach Michael 
Ensley. “We've been beaten by 
some very good Plainview teams. 
Now we're waiting our turn.”

The Lady Tigers bring a talent- 
See STATE. Page 2B

t h u m p
R o c k e t s
HOUSTON (AP) -  Kobe 

Bryant made certain the 
Los Angeles Lakers didn't 
allow another game to 
slip away.

Bryant, back after miss
ing one game for a court 
appearance, hit the go- 
ahead jumper ' ith 32 sec
onds to, pla, and the 
Lakers rallied from an 11- 
point fourth-quarter 
deficit to beat the 
Houston Rockets 96-93 on 
Wednesday night. , 

While the -crowd 
focused on the battle 
between big men 
Shaquille O'Neal and Yao 
Ming, Bryant, Luke 
Walton and Gary Payton 
each contributed to the 
Lakers' fourth-quarter 
O ^ g e .
“ “With nine or 10 min
utes left, they missed a 
few shots,” O'Neal said. 
“ I knew then that i f  we 
could get some momen
tum, we could win the 
game. We let one slip 
away (Tuesday) night . 
We had to come out and 
play harder tonight.”

The Lakers were beaten 
94-93 in Atlanta and were 
facing a similar fate 
against the Rockets. The 
Lakers trailed by 15 mid
way in the third quarter.’ 
They were behind 75-64 
with 10:59 to play 

They trailed 81-71 with 
7:45 to go. O'Neal made 
Los Angeles' next five 
points and Walton hit a 
pair of 3-point baskets — 
the last giving the Lakers 
an 87-85 lead with 3:18 to 
play. Payton's 3-pointer 
with .1:27 to go put the 
Lakers up 92-89.

After Jim Jackson's 
See LAKERS. Page 2B

Redskins sign 
three free agents 
in first-day frenzy

ASHBURN, Va. (AP) _ 
The Washington Red
skins reached a contract 
agreement with free 
agent cornerback Shawn 
Springs, The Associated 
FYess has learned.

Highlighting a busy 
first day of free agency, 
the Redskins also signed 
defensive tackle Corne
lius Griffin, re-signed 
offensive lineman Lennie 
Friedman and welcomed 
running back Clinton 
Portis and quarterback 
Mark Brunell.

Portis and Brunell were 
acquired in previously 
announced trades.

Springs, Seattle's first- 
round choice in 1997, the 
third overall pick in that 
year's draft, was to sign 
l)i%contract Thursday, 
^ s q ,  cornerback 

Champ Bailey agreed to a 
seven-year, $63 million 
cohtract with Denver and 
Jevon Kearse signed a 
deal with Philadelphia.

Harald Photo/Tommy Wtllt
Howard College head softball coach Derek Clapp gives freshman Amy HItzfeld a pat on the back after she was retired 
In the third Inning Wednesday against the Western Texas College Lady Dusters. Howard College dropped both ends 
of the doubleheader, falling 4-2 and 7-6. The Lady Hawks will host Clarendon Friday and Saturday at Foundation Held.

M«r«W Pttoto/Tammy W«Nt
Stanton's Dex Allred and Garden City's J.R. Medrano spring out of the blocks during 
the start of the lOOnneter dash Saturday at the Bearkat Relays. Stanton will host the 
area's top thinclads tMs Saturday.

Rangers deal 
Brian Leetch 
to Maple Leafs

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
New York Rangers traded 
star defenseman Brian 
Leetch to the Toronto 
Maple I.eafs, ending his 
17-season run on 
Broadway.

Leetch, the second-high
est scoring U.S.-born 
defenseman in NHL his
tory, joined the Rangers 
in 1988. immediately after 
playing for the United 
States in the Olympics.

The Rangers acquired 
defenseman Maxim 
Kondratiev. forward 
Jarkko Immonen, a first- 
round pick in this year's 
draft and a second-round 
choice in 2005. The Maple 
Leafs also received a con
ditional pick.

Earlier, the Rangers 
traded center Petr 
Nedved and goalie Jussi 
Markkanen to Edmonton 
for forward Dwight 
Helminen, goalie Stephen 
Valiquette and a second- 
round pick this year.

In B rief
Hawks to face 
Wayland Baptist

The Howard College 
Hawks, off to a Hawks 
15-6 start (8-4 in 
WJCAC action) will 
face Wayland Baptist 
University on March 13 
at Jack Barber Field.

The doubleheader 
will begin at 1 p.m.

Umpires are needed 
for BSGSA season

The Big Spring Girls’ 
Softball Association is 
currently seeking indi
viduals interested in 
umpiring games.

Interested parties 
please contact Fran
cisco Ramirez at (432) 
466-3670.

Wildcats to face 
Aspermont In Lland

The Grady Wildcats 
will try and move a 
step closer to the Class 
A state basketball tour
nament Friday when 
they face Aspermont in 
a Class A, Division II 
regional final bout.

Grady, 32-1 overall, is 
slated to begin play at 
6:30 p.m. at South 
Plains College’s Texan 
Dome.

Lady Steers to face 
Permian Friday

The Big Spring Lady 
Steers w ill face the 
Permian Lady Panthers 
at the BSHS Softball 
Complex.

Big Spring, 15-1 over
all, will begin play at 4 
p.m.

The Lady Steers will 
travel to Arlington for 
the Arlington Tourna
ment next week. , r l .

Coahoma LL tryouts 
slated for Friday

Coahoma Little 
League tryouts will be 
held Friday at the 
Coahoma field begin
ning at 6 p.m. Tryouts 
w ill also be held 
Saturday, starting at 
noon.

A ll players must 
attend one of the tryout 
dates unless they 
played on a Major divi
sion team last year.

For more information 
call, Jill Ringener at 
263-2789.

BSGSA sign-ups 
begin Saturday

Registration for the 
2004 Big Spring Girls 
Softball Association 
w ill begin Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 
at the softball complex 

Women and girls ot 
all ages are encouraged 
to sign up for the 
league. The fee is $30 
per player. Last fall, the 
league fielded a senior 
league squad.

Sign-ups will be held 
for the next three 
Saturdays with late reg 
istration set for March 
27,

Stanton ReJays set 
for this weekend

Some of the top track 
and field athletes in 
West Texas will partici 
pate in the Stanton 
Relays this Saturday.

The meet willbegin at 
9 a.m.
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Bonds only interested in talking about baseball
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -  The 

talk — at least most of it — was 
about baseball when reporters 
gathered around Barry Bonds 
for the first time since a report 
surfaced Tuesday that federal 
investigators were told he and 
five other major-league players 
had received steroids.

Bonds was asked by a female 
reportc’r from CNN to respond 
to the report, which said he was 
furnished performance-enhanc
ing drugs from BALCO through 
his personal weight trainer, 
Greg Anderson.

“ We’re not discussing that, 
sweetheart,” Bonds said polite
ly. “ I'm pretty sure you’ve 
heard that a number of times.”

Bonds has said the baseball 
field is his sanctuary. On 
Thursday, the Giants play their 
first exhibition game against 
the Chicago Cubs in Mesa, a 
game that will be televised by

ESPN.
“Baseball is fun,” Bonds said. 

“That’s what I enjoy doing. Hm 
getting a little older. I feel a lit
tle more than 1 used to. Things 
happen and you’ve got to deal 
with it and get through it and 
do the best you can.”

Bonds agreed that nothing 
will be as difficult as dealing 
with the death of his father, 
Bobby, last season. He flour
ished despite that, and he said 
he’ll need the same focus again.

“ I have to be (locked in),” he 
said. “ 1 have teammates 
depending on it, the fans, the 
city. 1 have a lot depending on 
it, and you have to try to give 
them the best that you can.”

Bonds said he dealt with 
Tuesday’s news by “playing on 
my computer,” adding, “1 try to 
stay away from the TV as much 
as possible.” He said he “ slept 
like a baby.”

c
BONDS

W h e n  

B o n d s  

arrived for 
p r a c t i c e  

W ednesday 
morning, he 
told his god
father, Willie 
Mays, he
wanted to
speak to him. 
The session 
lasted about 

a half hour, but Bonds said he 
wasn’t seeking solace from 
Mays in light of Tuesdayjs 
news.

"Yeah, we talked,” Bonds 
said. “ It was no big deal. We 
were talking about other stuff, 
marketing stuff. Things like 
that, things with the club, the 
660 (home run) thing and what 
Willie wants to do.”

Mays, who has been a con
stant presence since Bonds

arrived at spring training Feb. 
23, will accompany the Giants 
on their first road trip, to 
Houston and San Diego, in 
anticipation of Bonds hitting 
two home runs, to tie him for  ̂
third place on the all-time list* 
with 660.

The Giants are discussing 
how to honor the event. The 
Giants would need approval 
from the Astros or Padres to 
stage an on-field celebration if 
Bonds ties Mays against either 
team.

“ It’s just going to be deter
mined on what the club wants 
to do and how to handle it, and 
how Willie wants to handle it," 
Bonds said.

Bonds did not stretch with his 
teammates Wednesday, instead 
remaining in the clubhouse to 
meet behind closed doors with 
general manager Brian Sabean 
and members of the PR staff.

Sabean isn't worried about any 
bff-field distraction affecting 
Bonds.

“Barry is one of the strongest 
persons I’ve ever known when 
it comes to dealing with adver
sity,” Sabean said. “He showed 
that last year with his father.”

Bonds practiced with his 
teammates at Indian School 
Park and was in a cheerful 
mood. Bonds then hit at least 
five home runs, including a 
towering shot to center field off 
coach Luis Pujols that cleared 
the 50-foot high cyclone fence. 
He seemed to genuinely enjoy 
himself, and didn’t lose his self- 
deprecating humor.

Has he made any changes in 
his swing?

“Yeah, it’s just getting slow
er,” he said. “ It is definitely get
ting slower, but maybe I’ll be 
able to trick a few people out 
there.”

LAKERS
Continued from Page IB

basket with 39 seconds 
left for Houston’s final 
lead, Bryant’s 22-footer 
clinched it. Derek Fisher 
completed the rally with 
two free throws with 9.8 
seconds left.

“ 1 only missed one 
game, it wasn’t tough to 
get back,” Bryant said. “1 
was shocked when I saw 
the score last night. So 
this game was critical. 
We couldn’t come out and 
drop another one. We’ve 
got to turn it up right 
now.”

Yao had 33 points and 
eight rebounds for the 
Rockets. O’Neal had 26 
and Bryant finished with 
18 points.

Bryant’s game-winner 
was over Yao.

“ It was a game that we 
should have gotten,” Yao 
said. “We had a double
digit lead for a lot of the 
game. They just kept com
ing at us and 1 think they 
made a few more adjust

ments than we did.”
The Lakers, who have 

won eight of 10, beat the 
Rockets for the first time 
in three games this sea
son.

“We have to play at this 
level the rest of the sea
son,” Lakers coach Phil 
Jackson said. “1 hope our 
team can rebound when 
we have a full-fledged 
substitution rotation.” 

Karl Malone is recover
ing from a knee injury 
and has missed 35 games 
due to the injury.

Bryant hit 7-for-19 from 
the field and his 13 assists 
were two short of his 
career high.

“The team relies on me 
to make those kinds of 
shots,” Bryant said. “ 1 
like to take those shots.” 

Francis hit a layup with 
1:48 to go, but Payton 
sank a go-ahead 3-pointer 
for a 92-89 lead. Stanislav 
Medvedenko committed 
his sixth foul and Francis 
hit both free throws 
before Jackson's basket 
gave the Rockets their 
final lead.

STATE
Continued from Page IB

ed lineup, with four play
ers who have signed with 
Division I colleges. 
Tameka Smith has signed 
with North Carolina- 
Charlotte, Jennifer Sands 
with Tulane, and Rachel 
Butler and Artavia Burns 
with Hampton, Ensley 
said.

Butler may be forced to 
miss the tournament, 
however, after cutting 
her leg at home and need
ing dozens of stitches.

“This team has much 
better team chemistry 
than previous teams,” 
said Ensley, who in 1999 
won the school’s only 
state championship in six 
title game appearances. 
“This team is more well 
balanced.”

Two of the last three 
losses came with Tiffany 
Jackson, who transferred 
to Duncanville before the 
2002-2003 season and won 
the 5A title before moving 
on to star at the 
University of Texas.

Duncanville (34-4) has

M avericks gun down Seattle
DALLAS (A P ) -  

Michael Finley scored 35 
points, 20 in the fourth 
quarter, and the Dallas 
Mavericks stretched their 
winning streak to six 
games with a 107-96 victo
ry over the Seattle 
SuperSonics on Tuesday 
night.

Finley had 11 points — 
four jumpers and a 3- 
pointer _ in a decisive 22- 
1 stretch run that lifted 
the Mavericks, who were 
without starting point 
guard Steve Nash (stom
ach flu).

Dallas coach Don 
Nelson said Nash will 
also miss Wednesday 
night’s . game' at 
Minnesota.

Rookie Marquis Daniels 
started at point guard and 
flnished with 14 points.

Park carries Spurs 
by Memphis, 88-84

SAN ANTONIO (AP) -  
Tony Parker made two 
baskets and a pair of free 
throws down the stretch 
to help San Antonio hold 
on to beat the Seattle 
SuperSonics 88-84 on 
Wednesday night.

San Antonio's 13-point 
lead at the start of the 
fourth quarter dwindled 
to a point before Parker 
came through Wednesday 
night. Monday night, 
they squandered a 14- 
point cushion.

SCOREBOARD

NBA S t a n d i n g s

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
EMtOivtolon

W L Ret QB
N«w Jersey 3 t 23 617
New York 27 35 435 11
Boston 26 36 419 12
Miami , 25 36 410 12 1/2
Philadelohia 24 37 393 13 1/2
Washington 20 39 339 16 1/2
Orlando 17 46 270 21 1/2

Central DIvlaion
Indiana 45 16 738
Detroit . . 38 25 603 8
Milwaukee 33 27 550 11 1/2
New Orleans 33 28 541 12
Toronto . . 26 35 426 19
Cleveland . . 25 36 410 20
Atlanta 20 41 328 25
Chicago 18 43 295 27

17 Wisconsin ......... 19^ ~ 5 5 S 2i
18 Illinois . .2 05 520

429
23

19 C^ rg ia  Tech 2 0 8 16
20 Memphis .2 05 382 19
21. Kansas . . 18 7 371 20
22 Arizona . . . . 1 88 355 17
23 Utah St . 24 2 244 24
24 Syracuse 1 9 6 238
25 Louisville . 187 237 21

Others receiving votes: Michigan St. 150. 
Seton Hall 51. Air Force 49. CharloUe 26. Florida
25, W Michigan 22. UTEP 17. Kent St. 16.
South Carolina 15. Dayton 14, Boston U . 8.
Nevada 8. Boston College 6. Texas Tech 4.
Washington 4, ETSU 3. Manhattan 3. Vanderbilt 
3. Alabama 2. DePaul 2. LSU 1. Missouri 1. UA8
1. Va Commonwealth 1.

No ma^oMea^ scores reported from the FAR 
WEST.

TOURNAMENT 
Southern Contor»nc«

First Round
Coll, of Charleston 71. Appalachian St. 61 
Elon 66. The Citadel 56 
Furman 73. W. Carolina 68 
Wofford 85. UNC Greensboro 82. OT

PRCA Leaders

$8,924 
. .$7,783 

$7,748 
$7,624 
$7,408

$16,357

NCAA Basketball

$32,428
$27,827
$22,531
$19,345
$16,457
$15,375

WESTERN CONFERENCE

EAST
Boston College 68. St John's 54 
Buffalo 77. Ohio 49

MMweet Division Fordham 84. La Salle 75
Minnesota 44 17 721 Temple 98, Massachusetts 92. 20T
San Antonio .40 21 656 4 SOUTH
Dallas . 39 21 650 4 1/2 Rorida 63. Georgia 55
Memphis 37 24 607 7 Georgia Tech 76. Duke 68
Houston . 34 26 567 9  1/2 Kentucky 84, South Carolina 65
Denver . . . 33 29 532 11 1/2 LSU 58. M ississippi 45
Utah . . . . 31 30 508 13 Marshall 78. Akron 68

Pacific Divislen Maryland 70. N C. State 69
Sacramento 44 15 746 McNeese St. 71, S£ Louisiana 68
L A Lakers 39 21 650 5 1/2 Memphis 83. TCU 56
Portland . . 29 91 483 15 1/2 Southern M iss 70. Tulane 60
Seattle 27 34 443 18 UA6 61. South Florida 59
Golden State 25 34 424 19 VafHJerbilt 61. Tennessee 58
L A. Clippers 25 35 417 19 1/2 Vi^inia Tech 71. Rutgers 70
Phoenix 21 41 339 24 1 / i MIDWEST

$12,056
$10,705
$10,336

won six titles and returns 
to face San Antonio Taft 
(32-6) in one 5A semifinal. 
Spring Westfield (33-4) 
and Pasadena Dobie (32-4) 
meet in the other.

In Class 3A, Winnsboro 
(33-3) faces Liberty Hill 
(31-3), and Canyon (31-2) 
plays Groesbeck (30-6) in 
the semifinals.

In Class 2A, Aubrey (34- 
2) plays Poth (28-5) and 
Shallowater (34-2) faces 
Hooks (26-7).

Hooks is led by sisters 
Bre and Bari Sims, 
daughters of Billy Sims, 
who won the Heisman 
Trophy with the 
Oklahoma Sooners in 
1978.

In Class lA, Fayetteville 
(30-5) plays Briscoe Fort 
Elliott (32-1) for the 
Division 11 title. Muenster 
(28-4) and Archer City (28- 
5) play for the Division 1 
championship.

Championship games 
for 2A-5A are scheduled 
Saturday. The two lA  
champions will play Tor 
the Texas Cup, the mythi
cal small school champi
onship.

TuMday’t  OamM
Toronto 89. Miami 86 
Atlanta 94. L A Lakers 93 
Dallas 107. Seattle 96 
New jersey 95. Denver 91 
Sacramento 113. L A. Clippers 106 
Irtdiana 96. (jokJen State 88

Wetfneeday'a gamea 
Clevelarxl 12. Atlanta 80 
Washington 84, Toronto 70 
Milwaukee 105, Orlando 97 
New York 88. Philadelphia 77 
Minnesota 121. DaHas 97 
New Orleans 100. Chicato 97. OT 
San Antonio 88. H a tt ie  84 
Phoenii 87. New Jersey 74 
L A Lakers 96. Houston 93 
Memphis 97. Portland 88 
Irrdiana 101, L.A. Clippers 94. OT

Milwaukee at Miami. 7:30 p.m. 
Sacramento at Philadelphia. 7:30 p m. 
Detroit at Portland. 10 p.m.

Ball St. 75. E Michigan 47 
Illinois 81. Purdue 79, OT 
Indiana 61. Michigan 56 
Iowa St. 83. Colorado 77 
Kansas 78. Nebraska 67 
Louisville 75. Saint Louis 48 
Marquette 77. East Carolina 73 
Miami (Ohio) 59. Kent St. 57 
Northwestern 51. Iowa 49 
OhK) St. 71. Penn St. 64 
Rhode Island 65. Dayton 63 
Toledo 84. Cent. Michigan 76 
Xavier 83. George Washir^on 66 

SOUTHWEST 
Alabama 72. Arkansas 68. OT 
Charloile 82, Houston 61 
Kansas St. 64. Baylor 62**^^
Oklahoma 86, Texas A&M 60 
Texas Tech 87. Missoun 76 
Texas Arlington 81. Sam Houston St. 53 
Texas-San Antonio 78, Lamar 72 

FAR WEST

1. Cody Ohi, Stephenviile, Texas 
2 Jesse Bail. Camp Crook, S.D
3. Trevor Brazile. Decatur, Texas
4. Joe Beaver. Huntsville. Texas
5 Mike Outhier. Utopia. Texas
6. Cash Myers. Athens. Texas
7. Garrett Nokes, McCook, Neb...........$11,271
8 J.D Yates. Pueblo. Colo ................ $8,079

■ARESACK RICNNQ
1 Royce Ford. Kersey. Colo (8) . $21,096
2. Kelly Timberman, Mills. Wyo. ( l l j  $19,438
3. Jason Jeter. Mansfield, Texas (11) $17,633
4. Will Lowe. Canyon. Texas (9) . . .  $15,723
5. C. Schmidt. Belie Fourche. S.D. (5) $15,383
6. C. Gerke. Brighton. Colo. (12) . . .$14,165
7. Andy Martir>e/. Roggen. Colo. (8) $12,424
8. Cody Jessee. Pnneviile. Ore. (6)
9. Jason Havens. Bend. Ore. (8) . .
10 Lance Kelly. Denton. Texas (9)
11. L. Sandvick. Belle Fourche. S O. (4) $10,041
12. 0  Shields Jr.. Bashaw. Alberta (8) $9,864
13. Monte Downare. Hartsei. Colo. (6) $9,581
14 Heath Ford. Greeley, Colo. (9) . . $6,780
15. James Boudreaux. Cuero. Texas (6) $8,354
16. Micky Downare. Hartsei. Colo. (7) $7,392
17. Jess Davis. Salem. Utah (10) . . . $7,079
18 Tom McFarland. Morristown. Anz. (7) $6,920
19 0  Murray. Midwest City. Okla. (6) $6,404 
20. Z Dishman. Beaumont, Texas (11) $6,301

STEER WRCSTUNO
1. J. Lahr, Emporia. Kan. (6) ............$27,695
2. C Larson. Manhattan, Kan (9) . $17,420
3. L. Branquinho. Los Alamos. Calif. (4) $16,809
4. Josh Pe^ . Pueblo. Cdo. (5) . . .  .$16,464
5. S. Greenfield. Lakeview, Ore. (8) .$15,531
6 Matt Gilbert. Ludlow. S O (5) . . $13,955
7. T. Knowles. Mount Vernon. Ore (6) $13,569 
8  Stockton Graves. Newkirk. Okla. (7) $13,107
9. Rope Myers. Van. Texas (9) . . .  .$12,309
10. Bobby Harter, Aledo. Texas (10) .$10,118
11. Sean Mulligan. Aurora. S.D. (5) $9,407
12. Mickey Gee. Wichita Falls, Texas (5) $9,221 
13 Birch Negaard. Buffalo. S.D (4) . $8,724
14. Cly4a HhnaSt Stantofi, Taxaa (•) .SB,2SS
15. Tom White. Hugo. Okla. (3) ......... $8,048
16. Curtis Cassidy. Donalda. Alberta (3) $7,795
17. C. Biesemeyer. Stephenviile (5) . $7,707
18. K.C. Jones. Las Animas, Colo. (4) .$7,473

19. Ba illie  Milan. Cochrane. Alberta (4)
20. T Segelke, Snyder. Colo. (4) . . . $7,068

TEAM ROPmO (HEADING)
1. Frank Graves. Poplarviiie, M iss. (6) $16,357 
2 Steve Purcella, Hereford. Texas (5) $13,871
3. Matt Tyler. Dennis, Texas (5) . . .  $12,071
4. Clay Tryan. Billings. Mont. (4) . . $11,813
5. Chad Masters, Adams. Tenn. (6) $9,391
6  Tee Woolman. Llano. Texas (3)
7. T. Comalluo, NacogRochei (3)
8 Chris Lawson. Austin. Texas (3)
9 Turtle Powell. Alpir>e. Texas (4) . .
10. David Key. Caldwell. Texas (4) . .

TEAM ROPING (HEELING)
1 Brad Culpepper. Ashbum, Ga (7)
2. Britt Bockius. Claremore. Okla. (5) $13,871
3. Kory Koontz. Sudan. Texas t5) $12(071
4. Cory Petska. Lexington. Okla |4| $11,813
5. M. Jones, Stephenviile. Texas (6) . $9,391
6. Kyle Lockett, Ivanhoe, Calif. (3) . $8,924
7. Monty Joe Petska. Turlock. Calif (4i $7,624
6. C O. Cooper. Glen Rose, Texas |4) $7,408
9. Kinney Harrell. Brady. Texas (5) . . $6,427
10 Allen Bach. Weatherford. Texas |3) $6,157

SADDLE BRONC RIDING 
1. Billy Etbauer. Edmond. Ok'a (R) . $30,526
2 Cody DeMoss. Crowvillr Lj . (10) $28,243
3. Dan Mortensen. Billings, Mont. (9) $28,147
4. Rod Hay. Wildwood, Alberta (7) . . $21,437 
5 Glen O'Neill. Didsbury. Alberta (5) $19,830 
6. Bret Franks, (^oodwell. Okla. (7)
7 Jesse Bail. Camp Crook. S O. (7)
8 Bryce Miller. Kaycee. Wyo (8)
9. Ryan Mapston. Geyser. Mont (6)
10. Bobby Griswold. Geary. Okla (6)

TIE-CX>WN ROPING
1. Cody Ohi. Stephenviile. Texas (9)
2. Stran Smith. Childress. Texas (6)
3. J. Schneeberger. PorKa City. OK. (8) $24,520
4. Fred Whitfield. Hockley. Texas (4) $18,734
5. Caddo Lewallen. Momson, Okla. (7)$16.306
6. Joe Beaver. Huntsville. Texas (8) $15,410
7. Clint Cooper. Decatur. Texas (7) .
8. Monty Lewis. Hereford. Texas (7)
9. Trevor Brazile. Decatur. Texas (5)
10 Blair Burk, Durant. Okla. (5) . .

BARREL RACING 
1 Janet Stover. Rusk. Texas
2. Darlene Kasper. Bertram. Texas
3. Sherry Cervi. Marana. Anz 
4 Carisa Shearer. Wall. S O . .
5. Jackie Dube, Giddirygs. Texas
6. Jar^ Melby. Backus. Minn 
7 Kelly Maben. Spur, Texas . . .
8. Paula Sew . Lake Butler, Fla,
9. Kelly Kaminski. BelM ile, Texas .
10. Kelly Bruner. M iiisap. Texas
11. Maria Gee. Stanford. Mont, ‘ ,
12. Sinor Estrada. Alamogordo. N.M
13. Katti Cash, Willcox. Anz............
14. Martha Josey. Kamack. Texas
15. Kappy Allen. Austin. Texas

$15,887
$12,290
$12,177
$11,602
$10,394

$29,199
$26,954

$14,555
$13,639
$13,224
$13,037

$24,823 
$19,049 
$14,443 
$13,283 
$13,071 
$13,066 
$12,598 

. $11,396 

. .$11,357 

. .$10,685 
.$10,370 
$10,003 
. $9,759 

$9,739 
$9,708

NHL Standings Large Group large 6roup

nine assists and nine 
rebounds. Antawn
Jamison added 21 points 
and Dirk Nowitzki had 19 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Mavericks.

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
East DIvIslofi
W L T OLPts. GF OA

Philadelphia 34 16 12 6 86 195 156
New Jersey . .34 20 11 1 80 163 133
N Y Islanders .30 23 10 3 73 186 167
N Y Rangers . 23 31 7 5 58 172 195
Pittsburgh . 13 43 6 4 36 137 253

Nerthaast DMston
Toronto 36 19 9 3 84 191 168
Ottawa 35 17 9 5 84 219 144
Boston ........... 31 16 13 7 82 170 154
Montreal . 34 26 6 2 76 171 155
Buffalo . 29 30 6  1 65 170 181

SoutNaast DtvMan
Tampa Bay 3? 17 7 5 8 6 196 151
Florida 24 27 14 3 65 149 172
Atlanta 27 32 6 2 62 182 207
Carolina ..........20 28 13 4 57 123 160
Washington 20 36 8 2 50 154 199

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Cantral DhAaian

Detroit ............38 17 9 2 87 210 151
Nashville . 32 24 8 2 74 169 173
St Loms .29 26 8 2 68  148 165
Columbus . .20 35 8 4 52 146 192
Chicago . 18 34 9 5 50 153 197

Hofthwast DMetan
Colorado . 33 16 12 5 83  193 155
VarKOUvar . . .35 19 8 4 82  192 155
C a tg a ^ ............ 33 25 5 3 74 159 146
Edmonton . .27 27 10 2 66  177 172
Minnesota 21 26 17 2 61 143 151

Pacific Division
San Jose 33 16 11 6 83 172 140
Dallas ............33 22 11 0  77 151 144
Los Angeles . 25 18 15 7 72 172 170
Anaheim ..........24 26 9 8 65  149 I 7 l
Phoenix . 20 26 15 5 60  165 200

Two points for a win. one point for a tie and 
overtime loss.

Tuesday’s Gamss
Florida 1. Washington 0 
Columbus 3. Carolina 0 
Atlanta 4, N Y. Parsers 3 
Toronto 3. Boston 2 
N.Y. IslarKfers 3. Pittsburgh 3. tie 
Calgary 4. St. Louis 2 
Ergnonton 5. Phoenix 4. OT 

f  Wsdnssday'e Gamss
iu ffa lo  4. Ottawa 3 
^ ilade lph ia  5. Nashville 2 
^ t r o it  2. Calgary 1 
•tew  Jersey 5. Fk>rida 2 
Tampa Bay 5. Chicago 3 
t)a iia s  4. Cotumtus 2 
Vancouver 5. Colorado 5, tie 
San Jose 4. Montreal 3 
Anaheim 2. Minnesota 0

Tsday’s Gamss
N Y Rangers at Boston. 7 30 p.m 
Nashville at Pittsburgh. 7:30 p.m.
N Y. IslarxSers at Toronto. 7:30 p m.
Edmonton at St Lours. 8 p.m.
Mmr>esota at Los Angeles. 10:30 p m.

Fftday's Gamss 
Ottawa at Philadelphia. 7 p.m.
Washington ^  N Y Rangers. 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Detroit. 7:30 p.m 
Carolina at Atlanta. 7:30 p m 
New Jersey at Tanvpa Bay,  ̂30  p.m.
Anaheim at Chicago. 8:30 p.m 
Caigsry at Dahas. 8  30 p m.
San Jose at Cotorado. 9 p.m.
Montreal at Phoenix. 9 p.m.

NCAA Top 25
T —

The top 25 teams m Tha Associated Press' 
men’s college basketbafi pofl. with first-ptsce 
Wites m parantheses. records through Feb 29. 
total points baaed on 25 points for a  first-pisce 
vote through one point for a 25tfHMace v o lt  and 
previous ranking:
.....................................Naeatd "  f t a  Rvs

1. Stanford (67) . .  . 2SO  1.795 1
2 Samt Joseph's (5) . 2 6 0  t .7 22  2
3 Duke 24-3 1.603 5
4 Gonzaga . 2 6 2  1.596 4
5 M ississippi St 2 6 2  1.466 7
6  Prttsbuifh 2 6 3  1.370 3
7 Connacticut 2 6 5  1.333 8
8  OklahofT>aSl 22-3 1.318 6
9 Kentucky 21<4 1.296 9
10 Texas . . .2 14  1.193 10
11 WakeForest 166  1.073 11
12 Providence 20-5 933  13
13 Cincinnati 20-5 821 15
14 North Carolina . 1 7 6  770 12
IS. $  Wmois ...............24-2 736 16
16 N C Start 1 6 7  611 14
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Including All |  
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Y o u ’re C ashw orthy With U sU
All It lakes is a |Ob. driver's license and checking  

account to get the cash you need today

Cash Advancas  
up to $1.0001 
T N I ^cm
S  T  ^  R  C • Store Hours. Mon • Frt 10am • 6pm, Sat 10am • 2pm

Big Spring 
1610 Oregg S t  

Across from Credit World  
267-1111

www.thecashetoro.com

wm
Cregg &t. 17th St.

Go online and check out www.thatsracin.com for the latest information and news on stock-car racing, updated daily.

CHANGE AUTO ‘.TOCI*
The rear spoilers were cut shorter to 
increase the downforce on the back of 
the car during races to improve grip.

Las Vegas is the true test of the new tire and spoiler package
By Jim Utiek
Kmi>ht RuUter NrusiHifH’r^

C
ould politics Ix’ in tlic liiiiirc of 
Nextcl Cup soician Kusiy 
Wallace',’

Wallace has already pio\ed 
to be a master c.mipaiyiiei as he 
successlully lobbied NASCAR 
officials over the past yetir to cut 
rear spt)iler heii!ht aiul “ soften" 

tires this season.
Since superspeedways luive s|X'eial rules of 

their own and Kix'kinghant chews up tires ol 
any kind, the firs! "true" lest ol NASCAR's 
plan to improve the qualily ol racing aixl reduce 
fuel-mileage strategy conics in Sunday's CAW - 
DaimlerChrysler 4(K) at L;is Vegtis Motoi 
Speedway.

During a late Januarv presetison test .it I ..ts 
Vegas, teams concentralcxi on lire we;u' rtUcs 
and perfecting .setups with the ihiee-quaiicis.il 
an inch change to the spot let .

Wallace, who has gone a careeilong lOU 
races witlHHil a victory, came away pleased with 
the results and confident he'll sixin make a 
return to Victory Uine,

‘The rule changes are monumental. It's 
something I’ ve been ps-rsonally campaigning for 
a lot. We've got it ikiw," he stiid. "Now it's 
lime to go out there anil see it it makes racing 
better, and I think it will.

"With the soller tires this setison. it will lie 
bitek to where you'll sec mostly,four-lire slops 
and that will put additional im|X)itanee on your 
team being on their Ii k s  in the pits."

Gorxlyear's harder tire com|HHiml over the 
past couple seasons dramatically reduced the . 
wear-rale of its pnxluci. allow ing teams to sl;iy 
on older tires for cxleniled pernxls of time.

The change piosidcd teams the opfximiniiy 
to try to win races on luel-niile;igc as they could 
stay on tires longer without losing grip or lisk 
damage to the tire.

Many veteran dnvers. patliculaily 
Wallace, advixaled a reliim to 
“softer” tires —  tires that 
showed more wear and

k  =i
Wallace Burton Reiser

RALPH  LAU ER/KRT

Team engineer Alan Gustafson and driver 
Terry Labonte inspect twear on their tires 
after a morning practice at the Daytona 
International Sp^way in February.

wiHild force teams to make iiHire pit slops for 
Iresh luhix'i

NASCAR adapted llx' phin in the off-season 
and adrk'd the reduction in lear-spoiler height to

help reduce the aonxlynaimc dc|x ndcnc\ of 
race c;irs.

"There are a lot'of unknow ns V\ nh the now 
lire and new aero plaifonn. there aic .1 lot ol 
things that everybody is going to Vegas not 
knowing," said driver Jell Bmlon

"Kven though we tested, we're still going 
back not knowing heeausc it's a lot dillcicnl 
miming out lliere'all by yoursell aiul ilicn mii- 
ning out there with 42 other ears rrom .in aero 
stand|X)int, that changes even thing "

Mo.st diiven ;ind crew chiefs Ix’lieve long 
green-llag runs .— a tradition of sorts at Las 
Vegas —  will remain, hut the ho|X' is when Lite 
lacc cautions lly, race leaik'is won't liesit.iie to 
dash to pit road.

" I t ’s a situ.ilion now wlicie soii'ie I'.iolvihly 
going to want to come in ; i i k 1 get i iiv s  Ix'line 
you need fuel," s.iid Lance McCrew. cieu chief 
for 18-year-old Kyle Hiiss'h, wlui will .iitcmpi to 
make his Cup debut this weekend

"The problem is. you'ie sc.iicd to come 
down pit road under tlx gieen ll.ig. Ix-caiise .is 
MXin as you do. the caution will emne out and 
you're in tnnible."

Burton believes much of what the new inc 
and spviiler comhinatn>n will oiler won't Iv  ilis- 
covered until alter Sundtiy's race is over.

“You’re going to have to make long inns in 
the race. W'e're going to have me issues iliai we 
didn't have in the lest." Bniton s,ml.

‘Testing ikx's help slow those things down, 
hut when you go to u place like Vegas von'ie 
very aijro-dependcpi. When yixi put more e;iis 
on llie track, that makes it even hardei to lake 
advantage of and easier to be luiit by it "

Robbie Reiser, crew chief for reigning 
Ncxiel Cup champion Matt Kenseth. who won 
la.sl season’s Las Vegas race, is also Lxiking for
ward to race eomlitions.

‘This is going to be mir fiis i i.icc at one of 
iIk’ mile-and-a-half tracks so ii II Ix' piciiv 
impoiiani to see Ikiw we |X'rlorin in pi.icticc 
right olT the hat," Reisci said.

"I think we've got a vvliole vvinters 
winlh of woik lied up in how these 

types of li.icks w ill neat us."

■ THIS WEEK'S RACE

UAW -DAIMLERCHRYSLER 400
Where: l-as Vegas Motor 

S|x*edway, a l..‘v-mile slightly 
banked paved oval Uxuted in 
Las Vegas.

When: Sunday at 3 p.m.
(all times K'D. Qualifying is 
6:10 p.m. Friday.

TV: Fox.
Radio; Pcriomiance 

Racing Network.
Purse: S.S.VSO.118.
Last year's winner: Matt Kenseth.
Also this week: The NASCAR Busch 

Series returns to action this week with 
Saturday's Sam's Town ,̂ (K). Nextcl Cup dri
ver Kevin Harvick leads the piinls after two 
ntces but is not running the full schedule. Cup 
driver Jix* Nemechek won last setison's race.

Kenseth

POLL P O S ITIO N

THIS W EEK ’S  QUESTION
NASCAR visits Las Vegas this weekend. 

Do you think a driver should be able 
to bet on himself in a race?

Cast your vote at:
nine, thats racin.com

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION
With a win at Rockingham,

Matt Kenseth tied his victory total for his 
2003 championship season. How many 

races will Kenseth win in 2004?
Sumber oj votes: S.425

Response No. of voles Percent
Three races 1,806 33%
Rockingham was his last 1,058 20%
Two races 1.044 19%
Four races 877 16%
Five races or more 640 12%

■ BY TH E NUM BERS  ■

i^ N ^ E i;:C U P ;^ N t8 iU E A p M
The top-40 drivers as of Feb. 22:

Rank/Driver Points Rank/Driver Points
LD . Earnhardt Jr. (8) 340 21.K.Kahne(9) . . .  .210
2 . M.Kenseth(17) .333 22.B.Qajghan(77)..209
3 . K. Harvick(29) ...294 23. J. Sauter (30) . 206
4.S.Wimmer(22)..288 24. J Andretti(1)... *".205
5. J. Gordon (24) .286 25.J.Johnson(48) . 200
6. T.Stewart(20) ...265 26.D. Jarretl(88). 177
7. K. Busch (97).... 257 27. K. Lepage (4)... 164
8 . E.Sadtef(38) :..255 28. M. Marlin (6)..161
9 W. Burton (22)... 250 29. B Vickers (25)... 161

10. J. Nemechek (01) 241 30. R. Craven (32) . . 152
11 J.McMurray(42).225 31. K. Petty (45)........ 151

\12.R. Newman (12).. 225 32. L. Foyt(14).........146
3 3. R. Wallace (2).... 222 33. D. Cope (50) .. 146
14 G.Biffle(16) . . .2 2 1  34. J. Greon (43).... 143
15. C. Mears (41)... 221 35. S. Riggs (10).... 131
16 T Labonte (5). 220 36. K. Schrader (49). 125
17. B. Labonte (18) . 218 37.D.BIaney(23) . 118
18. J. Mayfield (19) . 218 38. R. Gordon (31) . . 118
19. R. Rudd (21).... 215 39.M.Waltrlp(15) ..113
20. S. Martel (40).... 212 40. M. Skinner (33)... 97

SERIES POINTS LEADERS
The lop-20 drivers as of Feb. 21: 

Rank/Driver Points Rank/Driver Points
1. K. Harvick ...........335 11. A. Lewis ..........239
2 . J.Sau1er.330 12.K .Busch...........237
3. D. G reen........... 294 13. C. Atwood ......... 224
4. R. (aoidon..........291 14. T.Fedewa ........224
5. R.Hom aday......285 15. S. Grissom.......218
6. M, Waltrip .,..........276 16. J. U ffle r ...........209
7. B. Hamilton Jr......266 17. R. Pressley......206
8. J. Keller...............265 18. D. Stremme.....205
9 . M.TruexJr............... 264 19. M. B liss .............197
10. K. W allace.......242 20. D. Lusk...............191
NEXT RACE: Saturday. Sam's Town 300. Las Vegas

SERIES POINTS.LEADER^
The top-to drivers as of Feb. 13: 

Rank/Driver Points Rank/Driver Points
1. C. Edwards.190 6. D. Setzer............155
2. T. Kvapil..... ......  175 7. F Kimmel...........147
3. M. Wallace............ 170 8. J. W ood..............146
4. R. Crawford.......... 160 9, D. Reufimann......143
5. T. C o ok ................ 160 10. B. Hamilton.........135

NE)(T RACE: March 13. Easycare Vehicte Service 
Contracts 200, Hampton, (3a

Hard to argue one way or the other on legal gambling on races

W hen ycxi sit down to write ;i 
column about something, it's 
u.sually a gixid idea to know 

which side you’re going to 
argue.

Actually, more often than 
we’d care to admit, columnists 
pick a side without much con
viction and chvxise a point or 
two to argue forcefully while 
largely ignonng et^ually valid 
points on the other side. After 
all. it works in politics.

Once in a while, though, you 
come up against something you 
can’t fake your way thmugh.
And with the Nextcl Cup series 
heading to Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
this weekend. I've nin up on one of 
those.

A couple of weeks ago. nxikie driver 
Brendan Gaughan was sitting around 
with a group o f reptMters talking. It was
n't an interview; we were just siKxMing . 
the bieeate. Nobody said “otT the rectinl.”

hut nofxxJy hixl to. It w as just one of 
those conversations you know wouki 
never happen if anyfxxty h.xl out his 

noiclxxik or ta|X‘ 
reconicr.

IXinng ili.it session, 
(iauglian iixntionod that 
he’d won a tidy sum of 
money in I-.is Vegas by 
pkx'ing a legal wager on 
himself to win a Truck 
series race at Texas • 
Motor Speedway, 
(iaughan’s family owns 
several casinos in l-as 
Vogtis and (laughan has 
workcHl the spoils

txxiks. so he really enjoycxl being able to 
walk up with a winning ticket ami collcx't 
money from his okl hucklies.

.\ couple o f days later. I picked up 
another newspaper .iixl re.xl a story 
afxHit how NASC.AR planiKxl to have a 
long talk with (laughan alxxit the very 
wager he’d talked aNxit with us and.

apparently, with other reporters in anoih 
er setting that was consick'red on the 
record.

Is tliat a story'.’ Well, obviously. I did
n’t think so when the subject first canx* 
up. since I didn’t follow up and come 
back the next day to write something

After llx* Ollier story ran. I ag.iin 
chose mit to write tiboui it because, oixe 
again, the wager liad been made in a per- 
fcX'lly legal fashion Gaughan h;xl pl.iced 
tlie bet in person at a sports Ixxik in a 
casino in Las Vegas and ixK through an 
illegal btxikmakcr. He also, and I 
tlHHighi this was important, bet on him
self.

Over llie years that NASC'AR has 
been going to I .as Vegas, several drivers 
have ixlmiited that they’ve pul a few 
bucks down on themselves to win Busch 
or ('up series nxes. And some o f them 
h.ive c.ished In.

The question for tovLiy. then, is 
whetlier there’s anything wrong with 
ilial.’

Cle.it ly. my first iix'lin.ilion is to viy m>.
Again, It's legal to bet on NASC'AR 

races in 1 ..is \ eg.is. I .isi week, the 
track's public relations tolks sent out tlx* 
o(x*ning ixkls S.-I liirth by Micali 
Roberts, the ixkisni.iker for Station casi
nos in Lis Veit.is. who lists Kurt Busch. 
Ryan Nevvni.iii .iixl Jmiinie Johnson at 8- 
1 as llx* f.ivonies to win the ('up r.x*e 
aixl Kevin ll.iivick amt Mall Kenseth as 
.1-1 chmees lor the Busch race.

Many ol llx* reporters covering the 
races this weekeml. I assure you. will 
have money dow n on om* or both o f the 
fixes I s|x'.ik Ironi |x*rsonal expviience 
on that

All of that. Ill my mind, makes it 
awfully li.ird tin nx* to gel up on a high 
Ixirse ami s.iy N.\S('AK mx*ds to make 
and enforce a sinci |x>licy (xoliibiiing its 
competitors Ironi gambling on llx* sport 
in which they p.iiiici|\ite

.At the s,inx* tinx*. however, it's just 
as h.ird lo ilr.iw a lux* I'vit ni.ikes racers 
ganihling on N.\.S('AR OK hui also

miikes what got Pete Rose in so much 
hot water with basehiill so heinous.

Is there any difference in a r;xer bet
ting on himself in a race and a Kischall 
manager belting on his own team ’  Noix* 
that I can sec.

But what afxMJt a guy who works for 
one ie;im that has very li'lle cliiince oT 
winning'.’  If lx*-sees a line Ix* likes and 
puts down $20. does llx* fixt lli.il he's 
got a hand in tuning his team’s e.ir ni.ikc 
him guilty o f trying to atfect the out
come of the event'? And, while we’re 
talking hypothetically here, is it |x>ssihle 
thirt a NA.SC.XR official might have, at 
sonx* point on a trip to a r;x*e in l.as 
Veg.is. (XU ikiwn a buck »x two on an 
event he’s wixking'.’ You’d certainly hate 
to hear that, wouldn’ t yrxi ’

Sliixikl all persons crcikntialed to 
work inside the garage this vv.eckeml he 
asked not to g.imhie on tlx* niecs. oven 
tlxHigh such gambling is |x*rtcxtly legal ’

I wish t had an answer I believecf in 
fix’ you. folks.

\

http://www.thecashetoro.com
http://www.thatsracin.com
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B us in e ss  Opportun ity Garage Sa les Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
A REALISTIC $10k/month po 
tential. Call for info message 
800-675-8535. Not MLM
THIS NEWSPAPER is not re
sponsible for the specific con
tent of tl'ie National .Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor 
tunity with which you are unfa
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

GARAGE SALE. 4607 Aspen 
Rd. 8;00-6:00 Thursday, Fri
day, Saturday. Wasson Rd, 
south to Cypress west to As
pen. New & used items, ladies 
large size clothing.

Cem etery Lo ts

INSIDE SALE, Friday & Satur
day. 9:00-4.00. 110 N.E.
Broadway, Coahoma. 1 block 
east of Town & Country. The 
Old Cafe building. Large ladies 
& men clothing, baby & kids 
clothes, glassware, VMS & 
Beta tapes, lots misc.

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 25 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221

TWO LOTS in Garden of 
Macpelah $1200.00 each Will 
pay transfer fee. Call R. L 
Smith (432)524-2389________

Garage Sa les

NICE ITEMS. TVs, VCR's, 
framed paintings, SW collecti
bles, household, small appli
ances, curtains, computer 
desk, misc. items. 721 Baylor, 
Thur.-Fri & Sat. 8-5.

FULL TIME legal secretary 
needed Must have strong 
computer and typing skills. Two 
years legal experience re- 
qUjired Must have references. 
Send resume to P.O. Box 
21^9, Big Spring, Texas 
79721.

HOWARD COUNTY Appraisal 
District is accepting applica
tions for secretary/clerk. Salary 
is contingent upon qualifica
tions and experience.
Good benefit package. Re
sumes accepted March 1st un
til March 12th. Send resume or 
fill out application at the Texas 
Workforce Network located at 
310 Owens, Big Spring,Texas.

MINIMAL PHYSICAL LABOR!
Truckdrivers needed. Must be 
able to travel. No need to relo
cate. Two years truckdriving 
experience required. Class A 
CDL and good driving record a 
must. Call 1-800-588-2669 
Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm.

RESTAURANT 
ASSISTANT MANAGER 

BIG SPRING, TX
Immediate opening. Great pay 

& benefits. Resume to: 
rbarron^riDgrlffin.com 

Fax: 806-785-4182

2410 BRENT, Thur.-Fri. 9-1 
Refrigerator, air conditioner, 
girls clothes size 10-16, lawn 
mower, books, kids metal 
school desks, small bike, misc.

THREE FAMILY Garage Sale. 
Saturday, 8.00-2:00 2507 East 
24th. Furniture, dishes, toys, 
linens, bicycle, nice clothes. XX 
long jeans, misc.

4 Family Sale: Fri.-Sat. Bed
room suite, table & chairs, free 
standing cabinets, entertain
ment center, lots of furniture, 
dishes, pans, glassware, 
camping equip., cement edg
ing, antiques, collectibles. Too 
much to list. 5612 Midway Rd 
GARAGE SALE, 1419 Syca  ̂
more. Friday, 8:00-5:00 A Sat-

Help Wanted

GIRLING HEALTH Care. Inc. 
Home Care Attendants needed 
in Big Spring and surrounding 
areas to help with housekeep
ing and personal care. For 
more information call 
(800)665-4471 or
(915)643-5604. Spanish
Speaker a plus!

KINDER HEARTS 
HOME HEALTH, PPC

is seeking the following posi
tion:

LVN
Private duty nursing in home 
health environment. Competi
tive pay. Must be able to work 
evenings and some weekends 
if needed. Will train. For more 
information call toll free 
1-866-778-5778.

NEED STUDENTS for summer 
jobs at Fun Valley Resort in 
South Fork, Colorado. Jobs 
available are office, house
keeping, dining room, horse 
wrangler, kitchen and other. 
Salary, room, board & bonus. 
Write Personnel Director, 9010 
Ravenswood, Granbury, TX 
76049.

RIP GRIFFIN'S is now taking 
applications for Cashier’s & 
Fuel Center Help. Experience 
preferred but will train. Excel
lent Benefits- 401k, vacation, 
major medical. Please apply in 
person.

OVER THE road truck driver 
needed. Experience preferred. 
Call after 5:00, 432-394-4037 
or anytime, 503-780-2115.

WALLACE MEDICAL Prison 
Unit in Colorado City is taking 
applications for an LVN for the 
3 pm to 11 pm shift. For further 
information contact Sandra 
Sullivan, Human Resources at 
(325)728-3431 ext. '7105 for 
more information.

LEAD MAINTENANCE person 
needed with AC Cert. & Plumb
ing experience. Apply in person 
at 538 Westover.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

BRAZOS SALON. All - All- 
Styling Station for rent looking 
for a whole new crew. 2 
Months FREE Rent Call Bar
bara (432)268-1019 Mon.-Fri. 
9-4.

GOOD OFFICE help, good 
computer skills & phone per
sonality Be at work on Time. 
Prefeted Non-Smoker. Send 
resume: c/o Big Spring Herald, 
PO Box 1431/221, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

LVN/RN’S NEEDED for pediat
ric cases in Big Spring. Com
petitive pay & benefits. Call 
Complete Home Health Care, 
(432)570-8899 or apply in per
son @ 2402 W. Wall, Midland, 
TX.

urday, 8:00-? Tools, golf items, 
etc. Lots of good treasures!!

BRAZOS SALON. Opening for 
2 Nail Techs. 2 months FREE. 
Call Barbara (432)268-1019 
Mon.-Fri. 9:00-4:00

GARAGE SALE, 2600 Apache 
Dr. Saturday, 8:00-12:00. Baby 
clothes, misc. household items, 
furniture.

».^H£RALD
263-73331

CITY OF Big Spring is accept
ing applications for Jailer and 
Animal Control Officer. For fur 
ther information contact the 
Personnel Department at City 
Hall. 310 Nolan. Big Spring, TX 
79720 or Call (432)264-2346. 
The City of Big Spring is EOE.

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!
Truckdrivers needed with oil
field experience. Must be able 
to travel. No need to relocate. 
Two years truckdriving experi
ence required. Class A CDL 
and good driving record a 
must. Call 1-800-588-2669 
Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm.

MACHINE OPERATOR
Must have 1 yr. Exp. machine 
operating. Shifts Hrs. 2-10 PM. 
Full Benefits. Apply @ Ameri
can Limestone, 2515 Apron Dr. 
No Phone Calls Please!

NEED HUMAN resource per
son in safety and insurance. 
Fax resume to (432)354-2669

PART-TIR^ LAUNDRY AT- 
TENDAt^W ork 7 days- 7days 
off. D u ^  include customer 
care, defining. Wash, dry, fold 
clothes. Must have own car. 
Apply 1208 Gregg Street.

K EY EN ER GY SERVICES, a large growing oilfield serv
ice company, is seeking dependable rig hands to join our 
team in the Trinidad, Colorado area. Trinidad is located on 
the western boundary of the beautiful Sangre de Cristio 
Mountains and is nestled along the banks of the Purgatoire 
River; this mountainous country offers several cold water 
lakes and an abundance of wildlife for watching, fishing 
and hunting. The town, at an elevation of 6025 ft. is a pic
turesque city of Victorian and adobe architecture. Average 
rental for homes and apartments is $300 to $800 per month. 
Openings are available for floor hands, derricks, operators, 
winch truck drivers and water truck drivers. Experience 
preferred, but will train the right applicant. Full-time posi
tions offer competitive pay of $11 to $16 per hour, 401k 
w/company match, medical, prescription drug card, dental, 
vision, life and accident insurance, short-term disability, 
and paid vacations. Rig hands must be 18 years of age; all 
applicants must be able to pass a drug screen. Contact PMS 
at 719-846-2915 to apply. Key Energy Services is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

T

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day 
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

A P P LIA N C E  REPAIR CHILD CARE FENCES FENCES FENCES HEATING

A - 2 - Z
S e r v i c e

Air C on d ilion  ft Heating Service 

Washers at Dryers 

'  ̂ Ranges. Refrlgeiators
,,̂ 1̂__  at Dishwashers

Call
432-393-5217
for appointment 

25 Y r »n  Exp.

PROFFITT 
DAYCARE INC.

22 vrs. raising children in Bij! Spring 
Call

(432) 267-3797 
or coma visit 9  
1600 Wasson Rd. i / ) '

6:30 am- 
6:00 pm

ICHAMJM
KONOOOIOOGKENNtlS 
OWUMEMTM.

B & M Fence Co.
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICE 4 COMPARE 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ROBERT MARQUEZ

2S3-1S13 • 1-SOO-B2B-13SS
1 M .  iMmmmm Mwr. • a% ■.»*».

PUT YOUR 
AD

IN THIS 
SPACE

M A R Q U E Z  
F E N C E  CO.

A ll types 
of fences 

& repairs.
Concrete work, carports. 

A ll woFK guaranteed.
Free Estimates 

Benny Marquez Owner 
_____ M 7 -B 7 li_____

A. J. Finch 
Company

— Heating and 
Air

Conditioning

45 Yrs. Exp.

WE PO ELECTRIC
432-267-9654

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT W  HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • Room Additions 

Carports • Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior 
Wallpaper Hanging • Ceramic Tile 

Installation & Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.

C a ll 2 6 3 - 8 2 8 5

R S
H O M E R E PA IR

Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

Minor Electrical

FR EE  E S T IM A T E S
I Garage door repair,
 ̂ Appliances installed

'432-816-3030

Remodels - Home - Repairs, 
Additions - Trim. 

Commercial or Residential

M u n o s  C o n s t .
Omce: 432-570-4815 - 

Cell: 894-1354 I

DOORS/
G A R A G E

D O O RS/O PEN ERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM , 
WOODWORK i

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

Primo's 
New York Nasonary

Slabs, Patios, Driveways, 
Walkways, Brick Block, 

Stucco, Stonework and Tile. 
M a o  X epatri 
Hefcrences 

16 Yra. Cxpetfeoce 
Call

Anthony Prhniono

m

HOME IMPROVEMENT LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE RENTALS ROOFING ROOFING

Brkkwork CtnderMock ConcTHe
Work

Brickwork, Blockwork 
Foncos, Concroto, 
Patios, Driveways 

Mailboxes

Luis Rios Jr. 432-263-5570 
Cell: 466-3103

MOWING, TILLING, 
HAULING 

TREE TRIMMING 
CLEAN STORAGE 

SHEDS 
AND

ODD JOBS
CALL

432-267-5460
LEAVE MESSAGE I

G R A SSliA STER S
Lawn Care 

Service
Tree Trimming

432-264-0729
432-213-2500

Locally Owned A Insured 
Willie Stilwell

VENTURA
COM PANY

432-267-2655 
Houses 

Duplexes 
1,2,3 Bedrooms 
For rent/sale 

4 1 6  D a B a a  

9 0 6 1 .  1 6 M i  

7 1 6  6 .  1 6 l h

FULLMOON 
ROOFING. INC. 

Voted T od  100 
Ronflny Contractors

In America 
FREE ESTIMATES
No Money Down 
COMPETITIVE 

PRICES

432-267-5476

PALACIOS 
ROOFING & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofs, Room Additions, 
Ceramic Tile, Fences, 

Painting Insured & Bonded 

Home Phone#

CeU#
432-213-0363

ROOFING SIDING TAX SERVICES TREE TRIMMING WEED CONTROL WEB PRINTING

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, hand nailed 
Hot Tar & Gravel.

All types of repairs. 
Work guaranteed!! 

Specialized Hot Tar Roofs

Free Estimates & 
Surrounding Areas

267-1110

FOUR 
SEASONS 

Insulation & 
Siding 

Big Spring's 
OLDEST

LOCALLY o w n e d  
Insulation & 

Siding Company

432-264-6610

FAST CASH
On Income Tax ReAind 

Loan In 1-3 Dasrs
TAX ASSOCUTiS

406 Runnels

CALL
1432)

'S .  Habis gtasBol-

L U P E ’S T R E E  
T R IM M IN G

More than 20 years 
of experience. Stump 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

Call Lupe 
432-267-6317 
432-268-9841 |

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL
Since 1954

432-263-6514
2008 Birdwell Lane 

Max F. Moore
www.swalpc.Gom 
m m ^w a  lpc.com

For
Information On 
Web Printing
C a ll Tony Hernandez

263-7331
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Help Wanted
ROLLING PLAINS Physicians 
Office in Sweetwater has a po
sition for a full-time X-Ray Su
pervisor/ Technician,, certifica
tion in mammography required. 
Works M-F, no call. Benefit 
package includes PTO, Holiday 
Pay, 401k, Health Insurance. 
Interested parties may fax re
sume to (325)235-5925 or ap
ply at TWC.
WANTED; RETIREES with 
own RV for summer employ
ment at Fun Valley Family Re
sort, South Fork, Colorado for 
office, housekeeping, cooks, 
maintenance and RV parks. 
Write Personnel Director, 9010 
Ravenswood, Granbury, TX 
76049.

Instructional
DRIVER EDUCATION Sign up 
to get your license at the mall. 
Class starts March 22nd. Reg
ister 18th & 19th. Call
(432)270-4610. Lie# C1200. 
Credit Cards Excepted._______

Lost and Found
FOUND TWO male puppies in 
Silver Heels. Call
432-263-0122.

M isce llaneous
SOLID WOOD formal dining ta
ble, 8 chairs & matching hutch. 
Must see to appreciate. Too 
large for retirement home. 
263-3543 after 5;00 or week
end.
TWIN BEDS, mattresses & 
boxsprings, (1) Sealey & (1) 
Serta. $75 each. Call 
432-6904.
USED COMPUTERS, PenL 
200 mh, Internet ready. Com
plete, monitor, keyboard, 
mouse. $75. and up. Call 
(432)263-0700

National A d s
‘•••GOV’T POSTAL Jobs****
HIRING 2004!- Up to 
$1,047.71 Weekly, FREE Call!, 
Call Now for Interview & Regis
tration Information. Select Ar
eas. 1-800-892-5144 ext. 95, 7 
days

-POSTAL 
$1,047.71 

WEEKLY, FREE CALL! FOR 
INTERVIEW AND REGISTRA
TION INFORMATION. SIGN 
ON BONUS 1ST 100 CALL
ERS. SELECT AREAS, 
1-800-892-5549 EXT. 92, 7 
days.
***HIRING 2004!**** LTŜ  
POSTAL JOBS- Up to
$54,481.07+ year. FREE Call! 
for INTERVIEW & Registration 
Information, Paid training + 
Benefits, Sign on bonus. Select 
Areas. 1-800-892-5144 ext. 93. 
7 days.
••FEDERAL POSTAL Jobs**
To $43.C00/yr. Free Call. No 
Experience Necessary. Now 

Hiring. Full Benefits. 
1-800-842-1622 Ext. 225

AS SEEN ON TV, $25,000 
FREE Cash Grants! GUAR
ANTEED! 2004! For Personal 
bills, school, business, etc. $47 
billion dollars unclaimed 2003. 
Live Operators.
1-800-420-8344 ext. 98
DATA ENTRY
Could Earn $15/ Hour and up! 
Medical Billing. Training Pro
vided. PC Required! CALL 7 
Days. 1-800-797-7511 ext. 227
GOVERNM^T JOBS! WILD- 
LIFE/ POSTAL $13.51 to 
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits. 
Paid Training. Call for Applica
tion and Exam Information. No 
Experience Necessary. Toll 
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100

Real Estate for Rent ■  Real Estate for Sale Tomorrow’s Horoscope

5

i » v v v v * v v y
LOVELY 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
COM PLEX

Swimming Pool 
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid, 
Senior Citizen 

Discounts,
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths 
Unfurnished

KENTW OOD
APARTMENTS

-  |yo4 Ravi i l l h  S irvcl

■ y  267--.S444 
263-.S(X)0 i

Heights
A p a r t m e n t s

ALL BILLS PAID
Renovated 1 bedrooms

267-2771

****HIRING 2004!
JOBS! UP TO

Real Estate for Rent
1510
bath.
270-73'

NOLAN

Barce lona
Apartm ents

"Call For '  
Move-In Specials”

.Ml B ills  Paid

IS M W w iw R d

$50 MOVE-IN SPECIAL

ONE and Two Bedroom 
Apartment home available. 

Starting from $335.00 
per month.

*FREE CABLE
*On site Laundry Facilities 

‘Covered Picnic area 
with BBQ Giills 

‘ Playground for the Kids 
‘ Central Air & Heat

SUNSET RIDGE APTS 
2911 W. HWY 80 

432-263-2292

1 2 1 5

f432)2W^^^2 or 816-9984.

1504 RUNNELS, 2 Bedroom 2 
bath. Fireplace, fenced, car
port, laundry room. No pets. 
Call (432)263-3572
1611 DONLEY. 1 B"edroomTl 
bath. Fenced yard. $245/mo. 
$150/dep. Call (432)263-1792 
or 816-9984
2210 LYNN 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
CHA, garage fenced yard One 
year lease required. No indoor 
pets. $595. month. $400 de
posit. Call 432-263-6514 
Owner/Broker. ■

jroom, 
Diace. 

bsit. Call

3711 Connelly 3 Bedroom, 2-
bath. Fireplace, CH/A, dish
washer, fenced yard. Very 
Nice. $550 + deposit. Call 
(432)263-4528 or 296-1523.
407 1/2 E. 8th. 1 Bdrm ApaTt- 
ment. Recently remodeled. 
New counter tops. CH/A 
$275/mo. + deposit. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296
900 SCURRY. 3/1 Apartment. 
CH/A, washer, dryer hookups 
Appliances furnished. Call 
(432)213-2681
IN CISD 2-3 Bedroom 1 bath 
house with large rooms CH/A, 
dishwasher, washer and dryer. 
$400 month plus deposit. Call 
(210)325-1675 leave message
NEW OWNERSHIP 1 & 2 Bed- 
room Apartment homes. Rea
sonably Priced. Management 
on site 24/7. ADVANTUS 
PLACE APARTMENT. 3304 
W. HWY. 80 Call Sandra, 
(432)264-7641.
OFFICE/ SHOWROOM. 1800 
sq. t1. 1307 B Gregg St., 
$400/month + deposit. Call 
Westex Auto Parts @ 
(432)263-5000
SPACIOUS, DELIGHTFUL.
Extra private 1 bedroom apart
ment. Utilities paid. $395. 
Trees, picnic sit. 1 person. No 
pets. Non-smoker. Credit Qual
ify. Call (432)263-1234 agent

Real Estate for Sale
$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost 
On each remaining 3 New 
homes on 1300 Block of 
Marijo. Reasonably good credit 
required, Down payment assis
tance and lowered interest 
rates to Qualified Buyer No 
Payments till April 2004 Call 
now (432)520-9848 Cameo 
vestments Inc.

5 ACRES Available. Choice 
spot in South East Big Spring. 
On paved street. $25,000. Call 
(325)949-1998.
705 S. Lancaster. Cheaper 
than a storage building! Cash 
Price $4,900. or $500 down, 
$94/mo. for 84 mos. Call 
(512)826-2553.
ANDA EN busca de una casa? 
Si, no tiene credito o mal 
credito hableme al numero 
(432)413-0549 Annette San
chez. Tengo una casa de 2 re- 
camaras y 1 bano 705 S Lan
caster Y otra de 1 recamara y 
1 bano 1811 State St.
AS IS house for sale. Three 
Bedroom, one bath, with de
tached garage. $8,000. 
(432)264-1292.
COAHOMA 3 Bedroom, 2 bath 
Beautiful master bath with 
walk-in closet, appliances. 
Handicapped porch. Like new 
MF Home. Land & Home 
$42,000. 803 Atlantic. Call
(432)661-5552
FOR~SALE BY OWNER, in 
Kentwood. 4/3, very open floor 
plan, large shop/garage in rear 
with carport. $72,000. Call 
816-9168 or 816-9207 for ap
pointment.
FOR SiM7E; Commercial prop
erty High Traffic, Corner Lot, 
901 East Third St.. Zoned In- 

/dustrial. $69,995. Call 
800-417-7419
NEED A home? I can help, no 
credit, bad credit, I will finance 
your home with a low 
down/payment. Please call An
nette Sanchez @
(432)413-0549 1811 State 1 
Bdrm 1 bath & 705 Lancaster 2 
Bdrm 1 bath
NEW CONTtRUCTION Open 
House. Sat.-Sun. 1-6 pm. or 
any time by appt. 1306 Marijo. 
Call (432)520-9848,

Serv ices Offered
CERTIFIED CHILDCARE in
my home. Monday-Friday, 
6am-6pm. Call for more infor
mation (432)264-1252.
HdU^CLEANING AVAIL- 
ABLE + Shopping. Discounts 
for Seniors/Call (432)394-4423 
or 213-4236.

Veh ic les
( ir ra t  Selection o f  0.3’s w ith  

up to

$ 6 5 0 0

r>cr, BROCK FORI)
,‘)0(l W ITII JtiTTl.’ l

2004 SCURRY, Newly rmdl, of
fice, CH/A, refrigerator, fenced 
backyard. Perfect for 
single/couple. References. 
$325/mo, $275/dpst. Call
(432)267-5629

Real Estate for Rent ■  Real Estate for Rent ■  Real Estate for Rent

We Can Save 
You Money by Advertising 

Your Business In Our 
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.

H ERAU)BIG
SPRING

HILLSIDE PROPERTIES
Homes With Alarm Systems

I

2 • 3 '4  - 5, Even 6 Bedrooms Available 

Rent - Rent-tO'Own or Buy With Owner Financing 

Swimming Pool • Basketball Volleyball Courts

24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

^  2501 FaifChild Phone 263 3461 i

Joyce Jillson

1987 Crown Victoria. 5.0 liter 
engine, 57k original miles. 
$2500.00 Call (432)263-6922.
1993 FORD Ranger pickup.
Power brakes, steering, no 
A/C. 25,000 actual miles. 
$3500 1996 Pontiac Grand
AM, loaded. $3500. Call 
432-264-0623.
2000 CHEVY Silverado 1/2 ton 
Pick-up. Reg. cab, short bed, 
V-6, auto, AM-FM-CD player. 
White with Charcoal int. 45,500 
miles Asking $11,000. Call 
(432)263-1853 or see at 2304 
Morrison.
FOR SALE: Low miles all. 
1980 Honda CB650 Custom, 
$1,000 or best offer. 1985 
Honda CB450 Nighthawk, 
$850. or best offer. Call 
432-264-0460

MUST SELL!
1994 Chevy, LT1 engine, Ken
wood system, custom paint. 
$5700. 1999 Jeep Wrangler, 
soft top, CD player. New Mi- 
chey Thompsons, 36k miles. 
Great condition. $9000. 2003 
Glastron SX175. 17ft, EZ Load 
Trailer, wake tower, life jackets, 
skies, rope, tube, boat cover, 
CD player, 25 hours. $16000. 
Please call (432)268-5968 or 
(432)267-6505 leave message!

BY JOYCE JILLSON 
The Leo moon promises 

there will be eye candy, 
newsworthy happenings 
and plenty of gossip. 
Exaggeration hardly 
seems like mmmeammmmmm 
a sin since 
everyone 
seems to be 
dying for a 
juicy story.
Fire-sign 
energy 
promises 
that a tall
tale w i l l ___________
only inspire ’......... "
mere humans to achieve 
super-human feats. Don’t 
pass up a chance to spin 
your own myth.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . The drive to be 
noticed presses you 
forward more than 
higher-minded 
motivations, but the 
result is the same. You 
do excellent work. 
There’s much to 
appreciate in the way bf 
art and culture. You’r'e 
richer for taking the 
time.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . On this eclectic day, 
surprising twists are in 
store. Your crowd is 
filled with' interesting 
characters. Friends have 
weird requests. If the 
time commitment isn’t 
too great, just say “yes.” 
it’s good, clean fun with 
a funny story later.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . You’re an uplifting 
influence. Devotion to 
someone underprivileged 
makes you feel happy. 
When you give quietly, 
your heart is filled. 
Tonight is filled with 
laughter. A  Cancer or 
Libra provides reasons to
P p I p V lT * P t P

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . You not only accept 
human differences and 
limitations; you embrace 
them. Out of these 
frailties come your best 
ideas, ^inventions, 
soluffbns, tnoheymaking 
plans and so on. Luck is 
associated with a flight.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Transformation starts 
with using your time

differently. Taking care 
of the needs of others is 
noble work, but not if 
you’ll resent it later. 
Make sure you also 
explore your passion. If 
you have no life, you 
have nothing to give. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) . Volatile emotions 
have you in their throes, 
but you’re too smart to 
let that influence your 
game. Practice being 
likeable, whether you’re 
in the mood for people or 
not. Your strong 
character is sexy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23) . You may not think 
your life is terribly 
interesting, but it is. Tell 
everyone what you're up 
to, and put a fabulous 
spin on it while you’re at 
it. The public-relations 
effort is lucky for your 
finances and love life as 
well.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). There’s a poignancy 
to your mood. If you 
could sit in one place and 
watch this day pass in 
real time, you’d see how 
beautiful life really is. 
Tonight, your romantic 
gesture brings the 
outcome you hoped for.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Think big, and 
act in broad strokes. 
Strangely, major
problems can easily be 
cleared up today, but 
minor ones need a 
delicate hand and more 
time. With great faith, 
you can move mountains.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). When the deal 
doesn’t go down the way 
you wanted it to, self- 
examination will help 
you use the setback to 
your advantage.
Determine what you can 
do to make yourself more 
deserving of the next 
opportunity.

AQUARIUS (Jan, 20- 
Feb. 18). A playful spirit 
helps you move through 
heavy situations with 
levity and grSce. If you 
want Lady Luck to visit 
you, you must first trust 
your own instincts and 
intuitions. Concentration 
improves; students make

a breakthrough.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 

20). If you’ve forgotten 
how to love your work 
and work at what you 
loye, 'a Scorpio or Leo 
helps you get back on 
track. Your social life 
thrives while you’re 
expanding your career 
horizons. Give
respectable people the 
benefit of the doubt.

a s t r o l o g ic a l
QUESTIONS: “ I was born 
a seven-month baby on 
Jan. 31, 1953. My mom 
had three miscarriages 
before my two older 
sisters and I were born. I 
am male. My mom 
passed away last month 
after three years of 
illness. I took care of her 
myself with no help from 
my sisters. I am still 
angry about it. It was the 
best thing that I have 
ever done in my life, and 
I am grateful for the 
opportunity to do so. My 
life is in the toilet now, 
however. Do you see me 
getting on track again 
anytime soon? What do 
my prospects look like 
for the future?”

Though your sisters 
were no help to you 
when your mother was 
dying, they can be of 
help to you now, if  you 
approach them in the 
right way. Give up your 
condescension toward 
them, and try to 
understand that everyone 
goes through the grieving 
process in a different 
way. You are both the 
most charitable and the 
most spiritual person in 
your family, with 
Aquarius and Pisces 
strongly emphasized in 
your birth chart. I can 
see you working in 
health care or in a 
church. You are still 
grieving now, but next 
month brings a kind of 
rebirth for you when you 
finally have the energy to 
seek new prospects.

If you would"* like to 
write to Joyce Jillson, 
please go to www. 
creators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Joyce Jillson page.

Annie’s Mailbox •: Advice for those in need
Dear Annie: I always 

have had a close 
relationship with my 
brother, “Tad.” He and 
my sisters and I all live 
in the same city, and we 
enjoy getting together 
several times a year.

Recently, Tad turned 
50. When I called him to 
ask how he was going to 
celebrate the big day, he 
told me he was going to a 
party “someone” was 
giving him. I later found 
out that Tad was giving 
the party for himself and 
that he invited one sister 
but not the rest of us.

My husband says to 
forget about it, but my 
feelings are hurt. I 
thought Tad and I were 
good friends as well as 
siblings. I know I should 
be beyond these childish 
emotions at my age. 
What is the matter with 
me? — Numb in New 
Mexico

Dear Numb: There is 
nothing the matter with 
you. It was incredibly 
insensitive of Tad to 
invite one sibling and not 
the others, especially 
knowing that you would 
find out about it. 
Regardless of his 
relationship with each of 
you, how difficult could 
it be to include all his 
sisters in celebrating his 
50th birthday?

It’s possible Tad had a 
good reason for the snub, 
but the only way to find 
out is to ask him point- 
blank, and you might not 
like what you hear. We 
hope you are able to 
chalk it up to Tad’s 
peculiar idiosyncrasies 
and put it behind you so 
your family can continue 
to “enjoy getting together 
several times a year.”

Kathy M itchell 
Marcy Sugar

Dear Annie; This is in 
response to “Omaha.” 
whose 16-year-old son, 
“Adam.” is very shy and 
not into a normal teenage 
social life.

My exceptionally
handsome, smart and 
talented 17-year old son 
was shy, too, and had a 
small group of close 
friends. By the time he 
Was a junior in high 
school, still receiving 
awards and honors, he 
had begun to withdraw 
from all except his two 
closest friends. 1 didn’t 
want to risk alienating 
him by suggesting he see 
a counselor. A month 
before his high school 
graduation, he committed 
suicide.

Please, please. tell 
Omaha not to ignore 
what’s happening. She 
must find a way to open 
real commu’Uf' tti'ir with 
him to tii.J out wiiat 6'- 
is feeling and tin;.King. 
She must ask him 
questions and listen, 
listen, listen. She 
shouldn’t worry about 
temporarily alienating 
him by suggesting 
counseling. I am

permanently alienated 
from my son. — No 
Name/No City 

Dear No Name: Our 
deepest condolences oh 
the tragic loss of your 
son. Your words will 
serve as a warning to 
others, although not all 
shy teenagers are 
depressed. Read on:

Dear Annie; I also am a 
16-year-old high school 
student. In middle 
school, I was extremely 
shy, but still managed to 
gather up a small circle 
of friends. Once we got to 
high school, though, we 
all developed different 
interests. That circle has 
become smaller, and we 
are not as close as we 
once were.
- While it is good that 
‘‘Adam” is playing school 
sports because it’s a great 
way to meet new people, 
his parents shouldn’t be 
too concerned about the 
rest. In high school, we 
all try to find out who we 
are. He and his friends 
may no longer have 
much in common.

The parents said he is 
smart. Maybe he ran into 
the same problem I have, 
which is that many high 
school kids aren’t that 
interested in having the 
conversations that
interest me. As you said, 
Annie, he might relate 
better to adults. It also 
might explain why he 
doesn’t go to school 
social events. — Tired of 
...gn >̂cnool inu!''’ turity 

Dear Tired; There are 
many explanations for a 
teenager’s shyness, and 
parents need to keep 
their eyes open to the 
more worrisome
possibilities. Thanks for 
your valuable input.

I
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This Date 
In History

By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, 
March 4, the 64th day of 
2004. There are 302 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 4. 1933,
Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
inaugurated president, 
pledging to lead the country 
out of the Great Depression. 
(The start of President 
Roosevelt’s first admi'nistra- 
tion brought with it the 
first woman to serve in the 
Cabinet; Labor Secretary 
Frances Perkins.)

On this date;
In 1193, Saladin, the 

Muslim warrior who 
opposed the Crusades, died.

In 1789, the Constitution 
of the United States went 
into effect as the first 
Federal Congress met in 
New York. (The lawmakers 
then adjourned for lack of a

quorum.)
In 1791, Vermont became 

the 14th state.
In 1837, the Illinois state 

legislature granted a city 
charter to Chicago.

In 1861, Abraham Lincoln 
was inaugurated president.

In 1902, the American 
Automobile Association 
was founded in Chicago.

In 1925, President Calvin 
Coolidge’s inauguration 
was broadcast live on 21 
radio stations nationwide.

In 1952, actors Ronald 
Reagan and Nancy Davis 
were married in San 
Fernando Valley, Calif.

In 1981, a jury in Salt 
Lake City convicted Joseph 
Paul Franklin, an avowed 
racist, of violating the civil 
rights of two black men 
who were shot to death.

In 1987, President Reagan 
addressed the nation on the 
Iran-Contra affair, acknowl
edging his overtures to Iran 
had “deteriorated” into an 
arms-for-hostages deal.

Today’s Birthdays; Folk 
singer Miriam Makeba is 
72. Actress-singer Barbara 
McNair is 70. Actress Paula 
Prentiss is 65. Movie direc

tor Adrian Lyne is 63. 
Singer Bobby Womack is 
60. Rock musician Chris 
Squire (Yes) is 56. Singer 
Shakin’ Stevens is 56. 
Singer Chris Rea is 53. 
Actor Ronn Moss is 52. 
Actress Kay Lenz is 51. 
Musician Emilio Estefan is 
51. Movie director Scott 
Hicks is 51. Actress 
Catherine O’Hara is 50. 
Actress Patricia Heaton is 
46. Actor Mykelti 
Williamson is 44. Actor 
Steven Weber is 43. Rock 
musician Jason Newsted is 
41. Actress Stacy Edwards 
is 39. Rapper Grand Puba is‘ 
38. Rock musician Patrick 
Hannan (The Sundays) is 
38.
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Newsday Crossword
ACROSS

1 One of the 
Three Bears 

5 Strikebreaker 
9 Prefix for 

logical
14 Chew out
15 Billing unit, 

perhaps
16 With

34 Across, 
French diarist

17 Ponce de Leon 
sought it

2 0  ______Aviv
21 it a pity?"
22 Moses 

parted it
23 Not fooled by
24 Kingly address
25 Risky 

purchase
29 Fifth Avenue 

store
33 In an 

aloof way
34 See

16 Across
35 Fiddler’s stick
36 Beer stem
37 Flip over
39 Vamp Theda
40 M ao__-tung
41 Kingston Trio 

tune
42 Medicine giver
43 Smart talk 
45 Costner

baseball film 
48 Actress 

Hatcher
50 Bring home
51 Sandwich meat
54 Orkan word
55 Wok
58 Be evasive, 

in a way 
61 Kate's 

TV mate

62 Get the pot 
going

63 The Haj 
novelist

64 Rhone feeder
65 In need
66 Check out

DOWN
1 “All gone!" 

sound
2 Natural balm
3  ______Pry (snoop)
4 Novelist Rand
5 Cascade 

Range peak
6 Vending 

machine, 
for short

7 Em, to Dorothy
8 Sis’ sib
9 Check writer 

10 Battery
terminals

PEN STATION by Fred PiScop 
Edited by Stanley Newman
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Greek letters 
Author Shere 
Job safety 
agey.
Like cheap
speakers
Ally
Like garage
floors
Wiener
wrapping
Actress ZaSu
Deca-
times two
Taunts
Ryan or
Tatum
Put to shame
M*A*S*H
locale
Travel like
bees
Region
of Italy

Seed spitter’s 
sound

39 to Be Wild”
42 Pasta wheat
44 Remain 

at home
46 Simple 

shelter
47 Temper, 

informally
49 Roast host
51 Soothing 

spots
5 2  ______breve
53 Composer 

Schifrin
54 Second 

starter
55 100%
56 Sale condition
57 Wasp’s home
59 Ale source
60 Beaten by 

the tag
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