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HC trustees set
to award bid

for arts center

A four-year effort to
construct a new
Performance Arts
Center at Howard
College 1is about to
become reality.

College trustees are
expected to award bids
for construction of a
new Visual and
Performance Arts
Center during their reg-
ular meeting today at
12:30 p.m. today at the
Dora Roberts Student
Union Building.

Howard College
President Cheri Sparks
said that efforts to
replace the college’s old
auditorium began in
earnest two years ago,
after it was decided that
renovating the building
was not feasible.

“We discovered that
the cost for renovating
the old auditorium was
comparable to construc-
tion of a new building,”
Sparks said. “By the
time we looked at all of
it, the cost for a new
building was virtually
the same.”

Trustees originally
looked into the idea of
renovating the old audi-
torium in the Spring of
2000, Sparks said,
before deciding to
demolish the old struc-
ture two years later.

Temple Construction,
which has consulted the
college during the bid-
letting process, will
announce the bids dur-
ing today’s meeting.

Also today, trustees
are expected to estab-
lish a Rural Community
College Initiative in
conjunction with the
Texas A & M Extension
Service. Sparks said the
program will provide
workforce training
assistance to 12 of the
college district’s 13
counties, as well as
assisting area extension
agents in other matters,
as well.
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Leadership Big Spring applications available

By DEBBIE L. JENSEN
Special to the Herald

The Big Spring Area Chamber
of Commerce is accepting appli-
cations for the Leadership Big
Spring program set to begin Jan.
13, 2005. Deadline for applica-
tions is 5 p.m. on Dec. 28.

Debbye Valverde, chamber
executive director, said the pro-
gram is designed to help partici-
pants develop and increase lead-
ership skills while they learn
more about the community.

. “It helps people see what they

can do to make Big

Spring a better place,”

Valverde said.

“Hopefully they find

an area where they

can serve the commu-

nity and start a habit

S that will continue for
vALVERDE 2 long time.”

Participants meet

the second Thursday of each

month for nine months. They

hear presentations froimn commu-

nity leaders and business people,

tour local industries and educa-

‘Express’

a major
success

By DEBBIE JENSEN

Special to the Herald

All aboard! Coahoma Elementary
School students have spent six weeks
working together on a study of the pop-

ular Christmas story, “The
Polar Express,” and it’s
paid off, in terms of educa-
tion, fun and funds for the
school’s playground.
Students from prekinder-
garten through sixth grade
have been studying the
story and completing vari-
ous activities related to it.
The project culminated last

BENNETT

week at their “Polar Express Drive-

Through.” '

“We started with the

book,”

explained principal Patricia Bennett,
who learmned about thetdea ofa s¢hool-
wide book study at a conference. “The
grade levels did different activities

based at each one’s level.”

Sixth graders, for example, designed

and created games, playing them with
the younger kids. Third graders stud-

See EXPRESS, Page 3A

Parade In Washington, D.C.

tional facilities, and study the
most current management theo-
ries. JoAnn Knox will teach the
leadership skills portion of the
program.

Valverde said Leadership Big
Spring is designed for people
who have demonstrated manage-
ment and leadership ability,
shown an interest in community
affairs, and have time and talent
to offer. They must be willing to
give one day out of each month,
January through May and
August through November, for

the program.

Tuition fee is $300,. which
includes transportation, meals
and materials. The program is
limited to 25 participants.

Valverde said Leadership Big
Spring, which has a long history
in the community, has provided
a number of dedicated citizens
for various service organizations
and boards.

Part of the requirement for
Leadership is that participants
attend several meetings of gov-

See LEADERSHIP, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Debbie L. Jensen

Coahoma Elementary School students, from left, Katie King, Alex Gibbs, Coley Rinard, Richie Ewing, Trenton
Crenshaw and Namen McCullough sing Christmas carols in front of a backdrop depicting the Polar Express

train. The second graders participated with the rest of their schoolmates in a six-week book study and var-
ious activities about the book and movie.

A little at a time, FHS band
raising funds for D.C. trip

Herald photo/Bruce Schooler
Tom Kuykendall and his daughter Tara bring goodies to be
auctioned at a fund-raiser for the Forsan High School band,
which has been Invited to play in the Independence Day

By DEBBIE L. JENSEN
Special to the Herald

A little piggy went to

market, and raised more
than $2,000 for the Forsan
High School .
B and'’ ' s e
planned trip to
Washington,
136

Early last
week, the band
gave away a
butchered hog
and a $100
Wal-Mart gift
card at its Christmas con-
cert. That followed closely
on the heels of seasonal
sales of both poinsettias
and Christmas cards,
from which money is still
trickhing in.

And it’'s a good thing
that band members, their
families and supporters
have been busier than
Santa’s elves in the last
few months. The groun
needs to raise an estimai
ed $145,000 to send 12¢
students to represent

RHODES

Texas in the
Independence Day parade
on July 4. While there,
the students and 30 adult
sponsors will make side
trips to the Kennedy
Center for the Performing
Arts, the Smithsonian,
the Capitol Building and
several national monu-
ments.

Fund-raising began
shortly after the band’s
announcement of its
plans in August, and pro-
jects have taken various
forms.

“It might have slowed
down a little bit here after
that first big burst at the
beginning,” said band
director Jim Rhodes.
Then, listing the group’s
recent fund-raising activi-
ties, he changed his mind.

“Actually, it hasn't
slowed down much at
all,” he laughed.

Students may get a
short break during the
rolidays, but as the new
year begins, so do a host
of new fund-raisers

The band has

an account set
up at First Bank
of West Texas for
those who would
like to donate.

Organizers have been
talking to Gale's Sweet
Shoppe about selling
cookies for Valentine's
Day, and an auction of
celebrity and sports items
is planned for some time
in April.

Although no date is set
for the auction, the band
already has a violin auto
graphed by Charlie
Daniels; items from popu-
lar sports figures are
being collected now.

Throughout basketball
season, the band has been
auctioning baked goods
and running concession

See BAND, Page 3A

Herald website becoming subscription service

By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

Beginning this week, those who
frequent the Big Spring Herald’s
website will find major changes
have taken place with the news-
paper’s on-line edition.

What will probably be most
noticed by on-line readers,
according to Herald Publisher
Susanne Reed, is that those wish-
ing to access the website’s stories
will have to subscribe to the ser-"

vice.
“This was something we looked

long and hard at,” Reed said of

the decision that requires on-line
readers to subscribe just like
those who have the paper home
delivered. “The bottom line, how
ever, is that we can’'t make the
improvements we want to make
to the website and provide on-
line readers with a complete
news package while continuing
to offer access to the site for
free.”

Reed said those who subscribe
to the on-line edition will begin
to see changes in the site almost
immediately.

“Our website is going to be
changing,” she explained. “We’ll
be providing a much wider range
of news that includes major
state, national and international
stories, as well as several locally-
generated items that appear in
our print edition that readers
have requested be included on
the website.

“Obviously those changes are
not going to be made over night,”
Reed added, “but we will be
implementing them as quiclly as
possible. Some will probably
even show up in today’s on-line
edition.”

Reed noted that visitors to the
site will be able to access all
advertising on the site, including
classifieds, without subscribing.
But when visitors to the site

See WEBSITE, Page 3A
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Obituaries
Billy Ray Brooks

Billy Ray Brooks, 71, of Big Spring
died Friday evening, Dec. 17, 2004, in
Canyon Lake. Funeral service will be at
7 p.m. today, Dec. 20, 2004, at Myers &
Smith Chapel.

The family will receive friends from 5
{p.m. until 7 p.m. today at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday at
| Colorado City Cemetery.

He was born April 6, 1933, in Big
Spring to Jimmy and Ruby Brooks. He had been
employed by Cosden, later by Fina, for 38 years. He
was a lifetime resident of Howard County and was a
Methodist.

He is survived bv two sons, Brent Brooks and his
wife, Mary of Canyon Lake and Noel Brooks and his
wife, Marsha of New Braunfels; one daughter, Markay
Brashears and her husband, Maxey of San Marcos;
two sisters, Mackie Hays and he husband, Clarence
of Big Spring and Belva Hebert and her husband,
Curtis of San "Angelo; six grandchildren, Brien
Brooks, Robin Hoffiman, Richele Ann Brooks, Lori
Kading and her husband Todd, Matthew Brashears
and Shelle Brashears; four great-grandchildren,
Marisa and Sara Brooks, Bradley Hoffman and Katy

Vet.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay yvour respects online at www.myersandsmith.com
Paid obituary

Monty Stallcop

Monty Stallcop, 627 died Thursday, Dec. 16, 2004, in a
fort Worth hospital

Services were at 1 p.m. today, Dec. 20, 2004, in Fort
Worth.

e was a professional snake handler and directed
the programs at the Ambucs Rattlesnake Roundups.
[le was also the snake demonstrator for Big Spring
area schools.

Marion Cauley

Marion Cauley, 86, of Big Spring died Sunday, Dec.
19, 2004, in a Lubbock hospital. Her services are pend-
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Estella Barber

Listella Barber, 86, of Midland, formerly of Stanton,
died Sunday, Dec. 19, 2004, in an Odessa care facility.
Her services are pending with Gilbreath -Funeral
Home of Stanton.

Take note

J CHRIS' CROSSES will be for sale at Wal-Mart's
east door from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Wednesday to ben-
efit the Hospice Halos, the Home Hospice Relay for
Life team. Call Sherry or Rose Ann at 264-7599 for
more information.

JCHRIST'S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant cars seats to be given to needy families. Call
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

4 A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to
help “with the cost of his cancer treatment.
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

4 LETTERS FROM SANTA ARE AVAILABLE
FROM SCENIC MOUNTAIN MEDICAL CENTER as
a Relay For Life fund-raiser. Each letter will have a
North Pole postmark for a $5 donation: Contact Amber
Rich at 263-1960 for more information.

4 AN ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT TRISTIN
RANGEIL, son of Tone and Tim Rangel, has been set
up at the Big Spring Government Employees Federal
Credit Union, 2204 Gregg St., account No. 529903, to
help with medical expenses. He has been diagnosed
with acute lvinphoeytic leukemia and is in a Lubbock
hospital.

-t BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA is giving away an
autographed photograph of Michael Jordan, along
with two other Jordan magazine covers, to help with

medical costs of 12-year-old Sage Gibson, son of Big
Spring Junior High School assistant principal Tommy
(:ibson, who has been diagnosed with a tumor. For an

update on Gibson's condition visit
www.carepages.com/ServeCarePage?cpn=Sagepage&u
niq—4923947. For more information about the Buffalo
Fina fund-raiser call 267-5050.

JTHE FAMILY OF MICHAEL STEADHAM is in
need of Help to pay for his funeral expenses. Friends
f the family say he had no insurance and died sud-
denly. An account has been established at the Cosden
Federal Credit Union for those wishing to help the
fmznlx' IFor more information, call 264-0838 or 264-2600.

-
JTHE BIG SPRING WEST TEXAS GIRL SCOUTS
COUNCIL SENIOR TROOP 266 is collecting stuffed

imimals tor Seenic Mountain Medical Center's emer-
gency room. A collection box for the stuffed toys will
be at Senmns-So-Nice in the Big Spring Mall. Or call
Laurie Peterson at 432-267-9773.

¥ CASH

FOR STRUCTURED SE
ANNUITIES and INSUR

(800) 794-7¢

J.G. Wentworth means CA..u '

LoCAL
Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Sunday and 8 a.m.
today:

« MARVIN LAMAR PRIDl)l E, 19, 2514 Broadway,
was arrested on a charge of Assault/Family Violence.

+ GREGORY MCDANIEL, 35, 704 Borden Rd., was
arrested on local warrants.

« FRANKIE JUAREZ, 35, 1008 N.W. 2nd St., was
arrested on a Dallas County warrant.

« RICKY DALE MARTIN, 50, Sycamore Street, was
arrested on a charge of Criminal Mischief.

« REYES CASTANEDA, 45, 2000 S. Runnels St., was
arrested on a charge of Possession of Marijuana less
than two ounces.

« ALBERTO FRANCO, 52, 1112 Mulberry Dr., was
arrested on a charge of Possession of Marijuana less
than two ounces.

« JOE DIAZ JR., 36, 1306 Stanford St., was arrested
on a charge of Public Intoxication.

« KEVIN RUTLEDGE, 24, 2617 Langley St., was
arrested on a charge of Theft over $50 but less than
$500.

« ROBBY ATKINSON, 33, 3405 E. Hwy. 350, was
arrested on a charge of Theft less than $50.

« ASSAULT BY THREAT was reported on the 1600
block of State Street.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported on
the 1200 block of Mulberry Street.

« FLEEING A POLICE OFFICER WITH SERIOUS
BODILY INJURY was reported on the 1300 block of
Utah Street.

« THEFT was reported on the 1100 b]ock of Lamesa
Highway (twice); the 2000 block of Gregg Street; the
2300 block of Wasson Drive; the 900 Block of Willia
Road (twice):and the 200 block of FM 700.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« JOSE LUIS DELACRUZ, 43, was transferred from
the Big Spring Police Department Saturday following
his arrest on a charge of Stalking.

* MATTHEW JAMES MCCOY, 26, was transferred
from the BSPD Saturday following his arrest on a
(hmg,o of Evading Arrest or Dmentlon

G S ) | : ‘erred from uie
BSPD Sunday followm;, hlS alroqt on a charge of
Possession of Marijuana less than two ounces.

« WILLIAM CLARENCE LANGLEY, 23, was
arrested by the Department of Public Safety Sunday
on charges of Abusive Calls to 911 Service and
Possession of Marijuana less than two ounces.

« REYES CASTENADA, 45, was transferred from
the BSPD Sunday following his arrest on a charge of
Possession of Marijuana less than two ounces.

Weather e

Today — Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 60s.
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

' Tonight Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.
Southwest winds near 10 mph.

Tuesday Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.
North winds 5 to 15 mph.

Tuesday night Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of.snow showers. Lows near 30. Northeast
winds near 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of snow showers. Highs in the lower 30s.
Northeast winds 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday night — Partly cloudy. Lows near 20.

Thursday — Partly cloudy. Highs near 30.

Thursday night — Mostly cloudy with isolated snow
showers. Lows 15 to 20.

Friday — Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mld 30s.

Friday night — Partly cloudy. Lows near 20.

Christmas Day — Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid
40s.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 12-18-20-37-40. Bonus Ball:
44.
Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: 0.
Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $32
million.
LE N J
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2-10-13-19-36.
Number matching five of five: 0.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.
LE N J
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night:
7-9-5
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Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editqr@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

» The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s
Association will not meet today. They will resume
regular meetings Jan 17.

« Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics.
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call
268-4721.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the
northwest door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

» Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La
Posada Restaurant.

« DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St.

» Christian Singles Fellowship meets from 7 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

TUESDAY

» Intermediate Line Dance classes begin at 9 a.m.
in the Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center. Call 267-
1628.

« Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

« A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at
Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394-
4835 for more information.

«» Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the
high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend. /

* Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. for din-
ner with a meeting to follow at 1st and Goliad streets.
All Masons are welcome to attend.

» Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the
Howard County Library. All working artists and
those interested in art are invited to attend. ,

» Concerned Citizens for Big Spring meets at 7 p.m.
in the meeting room of the Howard County Library,
500 S. Main.

» Big Spring Chapter 67 Order of the Eastern Star
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge, 219 Main St.

WEDNESDAY

e Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

» Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and
Tone. Call 268-4721.

+ Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

* Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Spring City
Senior Citizen's Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

» Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

* Gideon International Big Sprmg Camp’ U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

* Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’'s Sweet
Shoppe.

+ Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room. Call 267-6479.

» Masonic Lodge 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 219 Main.

* The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

FRIDAY
* Christmas Eve.

SATURDAY
* Christmas Day
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TEXAS NEWS BRIEFS

Jury’s deliberations continue

in human smuggling trial

HOUSTON (AP) — Jurors in the first
trial connected to the nation's deadliest
human smuggling attempt resumed
deliberating the fate of two men today.

Victor Jesus Rodriguez and Fredy
Giovanni Garcia-Tobar are accused of
taking part in a smuggling ring that
prosecutors say packed more than 70
illegal immigrants into a hot, airless
tractor-trailer and tried to take them
from South Texas to Houston in May
2003.

The trailer was abandoned at a truck
stop near Victoria, about 100 miles
southwest of Houston, after the immi-
grants began succumbing to the deadly
heat. Seventeen immigrants were found
dead inside the trailer. Two died later.

Jurors got the case late Thursday after
closing arguments by prosecutors and
defense attorneys. The iury of eight
women and four men deliberated for
about an hour before stopping and took
Friday off. The trial began in late
November.

Each man faces 58 counts of harboring
and transporting illegal immigrants. If
convicted, each could get up to life in
prison.

Defense attorneys for Rodriguez, 38,
and Garcia-Tobar, 25, say their clients
; either did not have direct responsibility
| for'putting the immigrants in the trail-
er or were accused by unreliable wit-
nesses.

Garcia-Tobar, from Guatemala, is
accused of helping load illegal immi-
grants into trailers or transport them to
| loading sites and of helping recruit
truckers to haul them.

Rodriguez is accused of picking up
several immigrants who had arranged
with his parents to be smuggled and
taken to a house belonging to his father.

The judge dismissed charges
Thursday against Claudia Carrizales de
Villa, 36, saying prosecutors had failed
to prove the case against her.
Prosecutors said they are reviewing all
legal options in her case. Lawyers for
Carrizales, from Mexico, are waiting to
| see if she will be deported.

Tyrone Williams, from Schenectady,
N.Y., is the only one of 14 defendants
indicted in the case who could face the
death penalty if convicted. Authorities
say he drove and abandoned the trailer.
His trial is set to begin Jan. 5.

His attorney is-accusing the federal

government of seeking the death penal-
ty because his client is black.

The trial of another defendant is on
hold. Five others previously pleaded
guilty. Four were arrested in Mexico
and face trial there.

State doesn't use own test data

to track possible TAKS cheating

DALLAS (AP) — State regulators who
are investigating allegations of cheating
on academic achievement tests in three
Texas school districts following a news-
paper's investigation say they do not
usually initiate such inquiries.

The Dallas Morning News' analysis of
test scores found suspicious gaps and
unlikely one-year swings in the perfor-
mance of more than 200 Texas public
schools on the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills and other stan-
dardized tests. The newspaper analyzed
scores from 7,700 Texas schools, seeking
unusual performance gaps between
grades or subjects.

Texas Education Agency policy is to
investigate cheating allegations only
when a district requests it or when it
receives credible eyewitness evidence
of cheating.

"Typically, school districts police
themselves," Lisa Chandler, TEA direc-
tor of assessment, said in the newspa-
per's Monday editions. "We trust educa-
tors to educate our kids."

Firsthand evidence can be hard to
find, with most cheating occurring
behind closed doors in a testing class-
room.

"Circumstantial evidence just doesn't
cut it," said TEA spokeswoman Debbie
Graves Ratcliffe.

While some of the schools identified
in the newspaper's analysis may have
legitimate explanations for their unusu-
al score patterns, experts say that the
gaps in other cases are so wide that it's
difficult to imagine a cause other than
cheating.

At Sanderson Elementary in Houston,
fourth-graders finished in the bottom 2
percent of the state but fifth-graders had
Texas' best scores, with most students
receiving perfect marks.

The Houston Independent School
District, as a result of the newspaper
investigation, asked TEA to investigate
scores at Sanderson. Superintendent
Abe Saavedra said Principal James
Metoyer asked to be reassigned during
the inquiry. Both of the school's fifth-
grade teachers were also reassigned.

The state performs an erasure analy-

sis on every TAKS answer sheet but,
under TEA policy, nothing is done with
the information produced.

Chandler said erasure information is
only used if the agency receives a sepa-
rate complaint alleging cheating. The
agency may then check results of the
erasure analysis to see if they support
the allegations.

Paralyzed teen's mom hopes

for homecoming with son soon

DALLAS (AP) — A North Texas stu-
dent who was left paralyzed in an
Oklahoma hit-and-run wreck that killed
an East Central University football
player is gaining strength and could
come home soon, his mother says.

Dennis Scales, of Mansfield, Texas, is
now able to talk even though there is a
ventilator tube connected into his
throat to help him breathe.

"All this -has made me appreciate my
life," said Scales, 18, at HealthSouth
Medical Center in Dallas. "Because I'm
not really supposed to be here."

Scales was critically injured and left
paralyzed from the chest down on Sept.
19, when the pickup truck in which he
and several other East Central
University students were riding was
rammed by another pickup near the
South Canadian Bridge on State
Highway 99 in Pontotoc County north of
Ada, Okla. The crash killed Joseph
Tusan, 18, of Arlington, Texas.

Ammon Dean Reich, 43, of Konawa,
Okla., is charged with one count of first-
degree murder and nine counts of
assault and battery with a deadly
weapon involving the injuries of nine
others. Reich has been free on $125,000
bond while federal officials investigate
the case as a possible hate crime. Reich
is white and Tusan was black.

Scales, who graduated this year from
Skyline High School in Dallas, had
earned a football scholarship to East
Central but also wanted to learn a
career, said his mother, Danae "Dee"
Wright.

She said she hopes her son will be
home for Christmas and then continue
his rehabilitation therapy at
HealthSouth as an outpatient after mak-
ing progress recently.

"It's what we've been praying for," said
Wright. "It's what a lot of people have
been praying for."

The Rev. Dorothy Moore, executive
director of Reconciliation Outreach in
East Dallas, credited Wright for much
of the progress Scales has made since

he was injured and medical bills began
to mount.

Woman escapes blaze only |
|

to return into apartment to die

HOUSTON (AP) — A woman who fled |
from a burning apartment re-entered |
the building and was killed trying to |
save her son, who had escaped by him- |
self earlier, firefighters say.

Blanca Machon believed that her 6-
year-old boy was still inside the apart-
ment Sunday morning, relatives said.

Machon, 45, was burned to death.

"My aunt went back inside, she didn't |
listen to her husband,"” said Johnny
Casimiro, Machon's 11-year-old nephew. |
“She thought her son was still inside, |
but he was already out."

He said he didn't know what cou]d
have sparked the fire that left him and |
five family members homeless. He |
awoke when he began breathing smoke, |
called for his brother and ran outside. |

Relatives attempted to comfort the boy
who watched helplessly as his aunt ran |
into the flames.

"She was burning," he said, crying.

Eight wunits of the Ivy Club ,
Apartments were destroyed in the blaze,
which took 70 firefighters more than an | \
hour to contain, said Houston Fire 1
Department Capt. Gilbert Bennett.

He said the blaze that began about 7:30 |
a.m. spread quickly through the 12-unit, '
two-story building. Dozens of people |
were forced to evacuate their apart- |
ments. The blaze's cause remained |
under investigation.

Convicted killer gets death |

penalty for shooting six

EDINBURG (AP) — A jury decided on |
the death penalty for a man convicted |
over his role in drug-related shootings |
that killed six people.

Juan Raul Navarro Ramirez, 20, was
the first of 12 suspected gang members |
to be tried in the January 2003 attacks |
at two Edinburg homes.

Jurors on Wednesday convicted |
Ramirez of two counts of capital mur- |
der. The penalty phase started |
Thursday.

Jurors late Saturday ordered the ‘
death penalty for Ramirez.

The victims were: brothers Jerry \
Eugene Hidalgo, 24, and Ray Hidalgo, |
30; Jimmy Edward Almendariz, 22;|
brothers Juan Delgado Jr., 32, and Juan |
Delgado III, 20; and Ruben Rolando |
Castillo, 32. \

|

WEBSITE

Continued from Page 3A

click on a news story,
they’ll see only a headline
and two or three para-
graphs of the story, fol-
lowed by a hot key asking
the reader if they want to
see the entire story.

EXPRESS

Continued from Page 1A

ied the Polar Region,
investigating what ani-
mals could live there. The
elementary students all
made a special trip to the
movie theater to see the
movie, starring Tom
Hrnks.

After that, the students
compared and contrasted
the movie and book,”
Bennett explained.

As time for the drive-
through drew near,
scenes were designed,
constructed and painted
by many volunteers.
Bennett said her staff and

BAND

Continued from Page 1A

stands. They have applied
for grant money and
they’ve asked local busi-
nesses to donate.

The program from
Monday night’'s concert

LEADERSHIP

Contmued from Page 1A

ernmental agencies such
as the school board or
county commissioners,
and service groups such
as the chamber board.

“Leadership alumni are
often asked to serve on
boards throughout the
community,” Valverde
said. “It's where many of
our new community lead-
ers come from.”

In addition, Leadership
classes since 2003 have

Clicking on that key will
immediately send them to
the registration page
where they can subscribe
using a credit card.

The price of a website
subscription is the same
at home delivery of the
Herald’s print edition in
Big Spring, $8.65 per
month. A subscription to

their helpers put in many
extra hours on the pro-
jects.

Then the big day
arrived, and — as cars
slowly drove through the
scenes — students acted
out parts from the book in
front of the colorful back-
drops.

In “The Polar Express,”
written in 1985 by Christ
Van Allsburg, a young
boy and his sister learn
from their friends that
there is no Santa Claus.
On Christmas Eve, how-
ever, the boy hears a dis-
tant whistle and sees a
locomotive pull into his
front yard. He boards it
and is on a journey to the

lists businesses and indi-
viduals who have already
contributed to the band’s
trip.

Forsan’s administration
and board of trustees are
fully in support of the
trip, which will they
expect to be educational
as well as exciting for stu-
dents.

completed service pro-
jects together, such as
landscaping at the
Westside Day Care Center
and work at the Spring
City Senior Citizens
Center.

“Each class .does this
project on their own,
from choosing the work
they will do and how to
fund it,” Valverde said.

Applications are avail-
able at the chamber
office, 215 W. Third, or
chamber staff can send
them to interested people
by fax or e-mail. For more
information, call 263-7641.

both the print edition of
the Herald and its website
for those receiving home
delivery will be $11 per
month.

Those with mail sub-
scriptions in Howard and
Martin counties that wish
to subscribe to the web-
site will pay $14.85 per
month, while mail sub-

North Pole. Through the
events of that night, the
boy discovers the spirit of
Christmas that he will
never forget.

The original book has
been followed with a
series of new stories, cre-
ating more reading mater-
ial for the kids on their
project.

Bennett said the school-
wide book study was such
a —success, Coahoma
Elementary hopes to do
one like it every year.

The drive-through dis-
play served a dual pur-
pose as donations were
accepted to go toward the
school’s new playground.

“It was fantastic,” said

Donations are accepted
any time and in any
amount through the

scribers elsewhere . in
Texas and out-of-state will
pay $15.60 monthly.

In addition to the web-
site’'s advertising, Reed
said there will be a few
features of the site that
can be used without hav-
ing a subscription.

“People will still be able
to leave a message on the

Bennett. “It was beyond
anybady’s imagination.”

Bennett said that traffic
was backed up to
Interstate 20 just to see
the drive-through.

“We estimate we had
more than 300 cars,” she
said.

Coahoma Elementary
needs about $50,000 for
the new playground
equipment, and several

fund-raising activities are
planned.
The drive-through

raised about $1,500, which
adds to a teacher variety
show in October tht net-
ted $1,000.

The PTA is planning a
donkey basketball game

FM-700.
Those who can help the
band in other ways are

band’s account at First asked to call Rhodes,
Bank of West Texas, 1810 Assistant Dir-ector
r . L
‘ NO PAYMENT
; TIL JANUARY
| No One Builds Higher @@
§ Quality At Any Price J
v
. 75,000 BTU FURNACE "
! $743% INSTALLED
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website's guest book and
be able to express their
opinion on the weekly
poll question,” she
explained. “And they’ll
also be able to access dot-
photo.com and order
prints of pictures our staff
has taken.

“We're really excited
about the changes we

in February.

“We’'ll be adding equip-
ment as we get the
money,” said Bennett.
“We won’'t be waiting
until $50,000 is collected.
We’ll be doing things at
the play ground as the
money comes in.”

Anyone wishing to
donate to the playground
fund can call the school’s
office at 432 394-4419 or
donations can be mailed
to P.O. Box 110, Coahoma,
79511.

The Polar Express
drive-through involved
not only teachers, parents
and staff, but also junior
high and high school stu-
dents, and families of

Jeremy Higginbo-tham,
or Forsan Independent
School District
Superintendent Randy
Johnson at 457-2223.

TERNESTO FERNANDEZ, M.D.)|

is pleased to announce
the opening of his new office
for the practice of

PSYCHIATRY
at

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez,
Texas State Veterans Home

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Texas

have planned for the web-
site and we think our
readers will be pleased as
bigspringherald.com
evolves,” Reed concluded.

Managing Editor John
A. Moseley can be contact-
ed at 263-7331, ext. 230, or
by e-mail at
editor( bigspringherald.c
om

teachers.

“This one has been so
much fun,” Bennett said.
“And it has been amazing
to see all the work people
have put into it. All you
have to do is say, ‘Help!
and people come out and
do everything they can.”

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288

Billy Ray Brooks died
Friday. Funeral Service
will be at 7:00 PM
Monday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. The fami-

ly will receive friends
from 5:00 until 7:00 PM
Monday at Mvers &

Smith Funeral Home.
Graveside Services will
be at 10:00 AM Tuesday
at Colorado City
Cemetery.

For appointment please call

432-268-8387 ext. 107

A OON ON OMO
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Let’s remember
the true reason
for this season

at a wonderful time of year the

Christmas season is ... the parties,

parades, carols, the gathering of

families and giving and getting of

all those gifts. There’s absolutely no surprise that

most people will tell you this is their favorite
time of the year.

But enjoying what is for most of us our favorite
time of the year, we need to remember the “rea-
son for the season.”

Every year on Dec. 25 we Christians celebrate
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yes, we know there are a great many “educat-
ed” people who want to remind us that the win-
ter solstice has been a celebrated pagan holiday
since time immemorial.

Some Christians are even ready each year to
remind us that Dec. 25 wasn’t the date of Christ’s
birth. And that’s true. The date of Dec. 25, rough-
ly- corresponding to the date of the winter sol-
stice, was chosen as the “traditional” birthday of
Jesus by early Christians for no other reason
than to appease pagan tribesmen. The Christmas
tree, the Yule log, the wreath and countless other
Christmas traditions come directly from pagan
celebrations and ceremony.

But that makes little difference today.

Christmas is not a few days off from school or
work. It is not the giving and receiving of mate-
rial gifts. The true meaning of Christmas is not
even found in the opportunity for families to
come together and fellowship. It isn’t found in
Dickens' a “Christmas Carol,” the songs about
“Frosty the Snowman” or “Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer” or even in “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas” penned by good old Dr. Seuss.

All of those things have become Christmas tra-
ditions and we should cherish them.

What we must not forget, once again, is that
Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Christ.

We Christians know why that is important. The
real reason for the season is to remember what
His immaculate birth represents for all of us.

Yes, we believe that Jesus is the reason for the
season. More importantly, we think, He is the
reason for every season.

aving just returned from
London, I today explode
four myths about the
English.

Myth One: The English are quiet
and reserved.

People believe this because they
see members of the royal family
on TV mumbling
something low and
semi-intelligible. But
ordinary English peo-
ple are actually quite
boisterous and noisy.

Take firecrackers.
In the United States,
we set off firecrack-
ers one day a year
(where they are still
legal): the Fourth of
July. In England, I
am told that virtually
every child’s birth-
day party is accompanied by the
explosion of firecrackers.

In the United States, firecrackers
are considered pretty much an
outdoor entertainment. But at din-
ner one night in a posh Soho
restaurant, I found out that the
English like firecrackers indoors,
too. (In New York, Soho stands for
“South of Houston.” In London,
Soho — which in the middle ages
was a hunting park — gets its
name from the hunting cry, “So-
ho!” Or at least that’s what the
guidebooks say. But they could be
making it up.)

At the table next to us, about 10
people were wearing party hats
and setting off round after round
of indoor firecrackers (those little
champagne bottle replicas where
you pull a string, and it makes a
bang and shoots out ribbons of

SIMON

streamers.) After setting off about

12,000 of them, they seemed to be

satisfied and settled down to just
roaring at the tops of their lungs
for the rest of the evening.

Which didn’t bother anybody,
because you could barely hear
them over the roar of the table of
20 that was screaming what sound-
ed like football (i.e., soccer) chants
and the table of businessmen,
dressed in their London uniform
— shiny black suits, suspenders
and big bellies pushing against
white shirts — who were shouting
something unintelligible, but quite
loud.

Which is another way of saying
food is not the point in some
London restaurants. Bellowing is.

Myth Two: The English are
unfriendly.

Not a bit. My wife and I went to
the Imperial War Museum, an
absolutely swell place stuffed with
huge objects like tanks, V-2 rock-
ets and fighter planes. We saw a
sign that said there was a painting
upstairs by John Singer Sargent,
the famous American ex-patriot
painter. It is called “Gassed,” it is
9 feet high and 20 feet long, and is
an incredibly powerful and mov-
ing work. (Look it up on Google.)

Unfortunately, when we got to
the gallery that houses the paint-
ing, it was closed for some
repairs. But when we asked a
guard about it, he said: “You're
Yanks, right? Yanks always ask
about the Sargent. We've only got
the one, but it’s a big un!” And
with that, he unlocked the gallery
and lets us in.

A friendly museum guard? What
will they think of next?

The English: Exploding the myths

Myth Three: The English are
smarter than us.

Actually, they just sound that
way because of their accents.
While at the British War Museum,
my wife found an exhibit that
claimed Neil Armstrong landed on
the moon on “July 20, 1963.”

Huh? 1963? No bleedin’ way, luv!

It would have been nice if
President Kennedy had been alive
to see what he started, but he was-
n’t. The year of the moon landing
was 1969. .

So she went down to the recep-
tion desk and told them they were
off by six years. They were very
contrite and promised to change
it.

So check up on them next time
you are there, and make sure they
did.

Myth Four: The English don’t
know how to have fun.

Wrong! The most fun I had the
entire trip came at the very end,
when I went through security at
Heathrow. In America, I always
have to take off my shoes. But at
Heathrow, they told me not to
bother.

And so I walked through the
metal detector with my shoes on,
and it didn’t set off anything!

“That was fantastic!” I said.
“Can I go through again?”

Maybe I amuse easily.

To find out more about Roger
Simon, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-
ions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill
McClellan at newsdesk@crcom.net.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

« Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

» We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

« We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter
per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

« Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

ADDRESSES

Phone: 202-224-2934

Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

— * RANDY NEUGEBAUER

* GEORGE W. BUSH

President Cong. District) U.S. Senator ,
The White House 1510 Scurry 703 Hart Office Building
Big Spring Washington, 20510

Washington, D.C.

* JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
Washington,
4305

* RICK PERRY

DC  20510- Governor

U.S. Representative (19th

Phone: (432) 264-0722

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.0. Box 12428

* PETE LANEY

State Representative

Texas 85th District
P.0. Box 2910

e KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON

Phone: 202-224-5922

Austih, 78768
Phone: (512) 463-0604

*KEL SELIGER

State Senator

401 Austin, suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
(432) 268-9909

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

OFFICE — 264-2200.

The Bush Empire: Reality in denial

“The aide (a senior adviser to
President Bush) said that guys like
me were ‘in what we call the reali-
tv-based-community,” which he
defined as people who ‘believe that
solutions emerge from your judi-
cious study of discernible reality.’ I
nodded and murmured something
about enlightenment principles and
empiricism. He cut me off. ‘That’s
not the way the world really works
anymore,’ he continued. ‘We're an
empire now, and when we act, we
create our own reality. And while
you're studying that reality — judi-
ciously, as you will — we’ll act
again, creating other new realities,
which you can study too, and that'’s
how things will sort out. We're his-
tory’s actors ... and you, all of you,
will be left to just study what we
do.” — Ron Suskind, New York
Times Magazine, Oct. 17, 2004.

his is the quote that now
has some noted bloggers
identifying themselves as,
“Proud
Member of the
Reality-Based
Community.”

Of all the problems
that arise from hav-
ing an administration
that chooses not to
believe in reality, the
one most likely to
have irretrievably

disastrous conse- Motry

quences is environ- IVINS

mental. 340
e — A A AL

. The Bush solution
to global warming is to declare it
does not exist. While this solves
the problem for him in the short
term, global warming is highly
unlikely to be impressed by the
news that we are now an empire
and can change history.

Just lately, “history’s actors”

ave made a couple of singular
contributions to our future that
we in the reality-based community
will doubtless be studying for
some time to come.

The first allows sewer operators
to dump inadequately treated
sewage into the nation’s water-
ways. The Environmental
Protection Agency (a namé that
becomes more ironic daily) cur-
rently requires sewer operators to

fully treat their waste in all but

the most extreme circumstances,
like during a hurricane. The new
plan will allow operators to dump
sewage routinely any time it
rains.

According to the Natural
Resources Defense Council: “For
the last 50 years, standard sewage
treatment has involved a two-step
process: solids removal, and bio-
logical treatment to kill bacteria,
viruses and parasites. The new
policy allows facilities to routinely
bypass the second step and to
‘blend’ partially treated sewage
with fully treated wastewater
before discharging it into the
waterways.” >

NRDC predicts more Americans
— especially the elderly, very
young and those with weakened
immune systems — will get sick
and die. That's on account of the
fact that bacteria, viruses and par-
asites are also part of the reality-
based community and have no
respect for history’s actors or
empires.

Next, in one of those under-the-
radar moments so beloved of the
Bushies, the Pentagon has simply
exempted itself from environmen-
tal law. A new Department of
Defense directive changes a
Clinton-era order on
“Environmental Security” by elim-
inating the following policies:

— Reducing risk to human
health and the environment by
identifying, evaluating and, where
necessary, remediating contamina-
tion resulting from past DoD activ-
ities.

— Protecting, preserving and,
when required, restoring and
enhancing the quality of the envi-
ronment.

— Conserving and restoring,
where necessary, the natural and
cultural heritage represented on
DoD installations within the
United States.

There has been no public debate
or congressional review of the new
policy. The policy was written by
the man who watched the looting
of Baghdad and said, “Stuff hap-
pens.”

To add to the global warming
festivities now comes a new novel
by Michael Crichton, who has
made a fortune by scaring us

about nonexistent threats — the
Japanese taking over the world,
rampant sexual harassment by
predatory females and dinosaurs
recreated by insane scientists.
This time, Crichton claims to be
working against the fear-mongers,
because the premise of his new
novel is that global warming is
much overrated and actually the
product of a sinister group of vil-
lains — the environmentalists.
Enviros, by and large a pacific
bunch of vegetarians and birders,
must make unsatisfactory villains
(I haven’t read the book).

But in fact, the “villains” in
global warming are not environ-
mentalists, but scientists. They
are the ones trying to “scare” us
by making us aware of the prob-
lem, which is reality-based. Yet
another study — by 300 scientists
with the International Arctic
Science Committee —- finds:

— Average winter temperatures
in the Arctic are up by 4to 7
degrees over the past 50 years and
now projected to rise by 7 to 14
degrees over the next 100 years.

— Polar ice during the summer
is projected to decline by 50 per-
cent by the end of this century.

— Warming over Greenland will
lead to substantial melting of the
Greenland Ice Sheet, contributing
to global sea level rise at an
increasing rate. Greenland’s ice
sheets contain enough water to

raise the sea level by about 23 feet.

Scientists, a reality-based bunch
of empiricists if ever there was
one, are in no doubt about global
warming. The only question is

about how fast it’s happening. And

many of the small minority who
argue it is coming slowly are
themselves in the pay of oil com-
panies and industry groups.

As Upton Sinclair observed, “It
is difficult to get a man to under-
stand something when his salary
depends upon his not understand-

ing it.” And that is not conspiracy-

mongering. That is reality.
To find out more about Molly
Ivins and read features by other

Creators Syndicate writers and car-

toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Analysis: Americans suﬁermg as more new drugs debut in U.S,

By TONY PUGH
and

SETH BORENSTEIN
KRT News Service

WASHINGTON
Thousands of Americans
are getting sick and many
are dying each year from
prescription drugs that
were pushed onto the U.S.
market ahead of the rest
of the world.

A Knight Ridder analy-
sis shows that as the
number of new drugs
given first to Americans
has increased, the reports
of drug-induced ailments
have soared. Yet, even as
the deaths and damage
have increased, the Food
and Drug Administration
has never instituted an
aggressive system to
track the safety of drugs
once they're on the mar-
ket.

On Friday, the makers
of the painkiller Celebrex

and the attention disorders

remedy Strattera warned
consumers that health
problems associated with
the drugs had surfaced,
requiring changes in
their use. Both were
introduced first in the
United States, Celebrex in
1998, Strattera in 2002.

Nearly 60 percent of all
the' genuinely new drugs
sold in the world in 2003

‘those with active ingre-
dients never before mar-
keted were first dis-
pensed in America. That's
up from about 3 percent
20 yvears ago when most
drugs were first intro-
duced abroad, where the
approval process in many
countries is much more
stringent than in the
United States.

“We're the guinea pigs
in the sense of extensive
population exposure,”
said DY Marcus
Reidenberg, a professor of
pharmacology, medicine
and public health at
Cornell University
Medical School in New
York City. S

FDA officials strongly
deny that their safety
monitoring system is bro-
ken and say it's great that
most new drugs make
their debuts here

“Lives are saved and
suffering is reduced in
the U.S.” because drugs
for cancer, diabetes and

other ailments are
released here first, said
Dr. Steve Galson, the

FDA's acting director of
the Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research,
which oversees drug safe-
ty

Knight Ridder found
that in 1992, just before
Congress directed the
I'DA to speed up drug
approvals, there was an

-of $216 billion

average of one adverse
drug reaction for every
16,300 prescriptions filled.
In 2003, adverse reactions

of all drugs, no matter
where they debuted — hit
one in 9,000.

While the FDA has no
official estimate on the
number of people killed
by these drugs, the
agency says 106,000 people
a year die from all types
of drug reactions. One
new drug, the painkiller
Vioxx, which was pulled
from the market this fall,
may have caused 55,000
deaths, a top FDA scien-
tist said recently.

Prescription drug safety
is under severe pressure
because of several factors:

The 12-year-old law
that cut drug approval
time nearly in half.

Price controls in
many other countries that
make the U.S. market, the
world’s largest with sales
in. 2003,
much more profitable and
attractive to drug makers.

Widespread con-
sumer advertising for pre-
scription drugs in the
United States that puts
public pressure on regula-
tors and physicians.

These problems worry
FFDA scientists.

A FDA survey of agency
scientists, released last
week by a public interest
group, found that 66 per-
cent of respondents were
less than fully confident
in the FDA’s ability to
monitor the safety of
drugs being given to con-
sumers.

“We believe very strong-
ly that, overall, the fact
that drugs are (first intro-
duced here) is a very,
very strong positive bene-
fit for the publiec health of
America,” the FDA’s
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213-4768 10591

Galson said.

But on Friday, one of
those drugs, Celebrex,
was found in one study to
increase the risk of heart
attack. FDA officials
advised doctors to mini-
mize its use.

Vioxx and Celebrex are
in a class of painkillers
known as CcOX-2
inhibitors, which are pop-
ular with arthritis
patients because they are
easier on the stomach
than previous pain med-
ications. Consumer advo-
cates have railed for years
that the FDA has failed to
act aggressively after
numerous studies linked
cox-2 drugs to heart prob-
lems.

Vioxx and Celebrex
were sold in the United
States before they were
sold in Europe.

In 1998, the United
States surpassed Europe
and Japan as the world
leader in the introduction
of unique medicines.

Knight Ridder’s analy-
sis found that 72 percent
of unique new drugs
approved by the FDA ‘in
the last six years were
sold in America before
they were sold in Europe.
In the 1980s, most were
launched in Europe.

Europeans adopted
more aggressive ways to
evaluate the safety of
drugs already on the mar-
ket. Great Britain, for
example, keeps track of
all drugs and how
patients react to them and
looks for emerging prob-
lems.

“You know their (moni-
toring) system would
have picked up a problem
earlier than ours would
have,” said former FDA
Commissioner and
Stanford University presi-

Look What's New
In Big Spring!!
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207 W. 10th 264-6002

KRT photo/ Phil Sears
Patricia “Pat” Peebles and her husband of 22 years, Henry Peebles, sit on their porch in
McDavid, Fla. Pat, who had been prescribed Vioxx by a physician in 2001, collapsed from
a heart attack on her bathroom floor on Sept. 23, 2003, two hours after taking a Vioxx pill.
After surviving the near-death experience, her faith in US-approved drugs has been shaken.

dent emeritus Donald
Kennedy. “Because
(Europeans) are better
than us — way better.”

That may help explain
why the number of
Americans reporting
adverse drug reactions is
soaring. The 357,392 bad
reactions reported to the
FDA in 2003 is more than
double 1995’s figure and
more than four times
higher than those report-
ed in 1990.

The FDA’s Galson said
the increase may reflect
the fact that more
Americans — roughly 44
percent — now take pre-
scription drugs.

But the number of
adverse drug reactions is
growing more than twice
as fast as the number of
prescriptions being filled
in the United States.
From 1994 to 2003, the
number of bad drug reac-
tions reported jumped 145
percent while the number
of prescriptions filled
increased 59 percent,
Knight Ridder found.

The FDA estimates that
about 390,000 adverse
reactions will be reported
this year. Yet the FDA
cautions that the actual
number is likely to be
between 10 and 100 times
higher because of under-
reporting.

The issue of drug reac-
tion and monitoring is a
simple case of numbers.
Before the FDA approves
a drug as safe for sale, it's
tested on a few thousand
people. It’s enough of a
sample to find big and
obvious side effects, the
kind that hit maybe one
out of every 100 users.

But when drugs are sold
commercially and used by
millions of patients, rare
side effects can show up,

some with deadly conse-

quences. A ‘rare side
effect that would hurt
maybe one person in

10,000 wouldn’t show up
in the initial study, but it
would in the mass mar-
ketplace. That's what hap
pened with Vioxx.

“We launch into
overuse of these drugs
when we don’t know their

effects,” said Dr. Brian
Strom, a University of
Pennsylvania public

health and preventive
medicine professor.

That means consumers
should be wary.

“If you don’t want to be
a guinea pig, don't take
them for the first couple
of years after they've been
approved,” said Sean
Hennessey, a University
of Pennsylvania professor
of pharmacology and epi-
demiology. “It's a com-
mon teaching in clinical
pharmacology. that it’s
never good to be the first
person to use a new
drug.”

Pat Peebles, a 60-year-
old retiree in McDavid,
Fla., started taking Vioxx
in 2001 for arthritis. She
figured it was _safe
because the government
approved it.

Pat Peebles, a 60-year-
old retiree in McDavid,
Fla., started taking Vioxx
in 2001 for arthritis. She
figured it was safe
because the government
approved it.

But on the night of Sept.
23, 2003, Peebles began to
sweat profusely. She felt
pain in her stomach, then
fell to the floor. Her heart
stopped, and paramedics
spent 45 minutes reviving
her.

By then, experts knew
something was amiss as
studies and international
alerts linked the drug to
heart problems. By 2001,
Vioxx was the No. 1 pre-
scription drug problem in
the FDA’s adverse effects
reporting system.

“Im more cautious
because of that night that
I died,” said Peebles,
who’s now on other med-
ications. “... When (drug
companies) come up with
these new drugs and say
the government approved
it, I wonder if it's going to
be safe down the road.”

The United States
became drug makers’
choice for new drug
debuts after Congress

passed the Prescription
Drug User Fee Act in
1992. The law allowed
drug companies to fund
most of the FDA’'s costs
for approving new drugs.
In return, the FDA
pledged to cut sharply
drug approval times.
Faster approval of HIV
drugs — the legislation’s

Benny Boyd
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866-236-2693

goal was the first
result. Then came a rash
of new U.S. drug applica
tions that shifted from
Europe and Japan, where
approval was relatively
slow.

“There’'s more money
here, a bigger market,
less price regulation than
anywhere else in the
world,” said Stephen
Schondelmeyer, a profes-
sor of pharmacy at the
University of Minnesota.

Maintaining drug safety

while approving more
drugs, according to the
FDA's Galson,“means

that we have to have a
robust.post-approval pro-
gram” to detect problems
once drugs are on the
market.

That’s not what the FDA
has, says Dr. Wayne Ray,
a professor of preventive
medicine at Vanderbilt
University in Nashville,
Tenn. The system, he
said, “is broken.”

The system is designed
to be passive: Doctors,
drug companies and
patients report adverse
reactions to the FDA,
which keeps the records

in a giant database.
What's needed but not
done is active search-

ing of these records and
other databases for pat-
terns of problems and any
side effects from new
drugs, said experts.

In fact, so few doctors or
patients submit adverse
reaction reports and drug
company submissions are
so spotty that the data-
base is little more than a
collection of anecdotes,
said Pennsylvania's
Hennessey.

In addition, most of the
300,000-plus adverse reac-
tion reports that the FDA
receives annually are on
paper, said Galson, and
computerizing them is “a
very time-consuming
process.” T,

Complained Strom: “We
shouldn't be relying on
this 1950s system as our
way of discovering
adverse reactions.”

The FDA does offer doc
tors an electronic report-
ing syvstem for adverse
eftects, called~Medwatch
but the agency does little
to promote it, said Dr.
Mary Frank, president of
the American Academy of
Family Physicians. “1 can
tell you as a physician in
practice for 26 vears that |
have never heard from
the FDA about that.”

[t's not a new problem.
Twenty-five years ago
next month, Congress’
Joint Commission on
Prescription Drug Use
offered this as its top rec
ommendation: "A system-
atic and comprehensive
system of post-marketing
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Herald photo/Marsha Sturdivant

Elizabeth Flores and Ellen Talbot, Big Spring Herald employ-
ees, help Sarah Gottich, a Salvation Army assistant, load

toys and food

collected for the

Big Spring

Herald/KBYG/Salvation Army Children’'s Christmas Toy

Drive.

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

Students at Lakeview Head Start help bring in the holiday cheer. The students presented
the school’s annual Christmas program last week.

Courtesy photo

Earl Hudgins, vice president of special projects with the Panhandle-Plains Higher Education
Authority, presents a $3,000 check to be used for scholarships to Howard College.
Pictured, from left, are: Javier Flores, administrative dean of Student Services; Margaret
Cervantes, director of Financial Aid; Ann Duncan, director of Enroliment Management; and

Hudgins.

BSHS Speech and Debate Team ends
fall competition with powerful showing

Special to the Herald

The Big Spring High
School Speech and Debate
Team finished the fall
semester 'portion of its
schedule by doing well in
back to back tourna-
ments.

December 3-4, the team
traveled to the Seminole
Speech and Debate
Tournament and brought
home a sweepstakes sec-
ond.

“Because of |
other things |
going on that [§
weekend, we ||
only had a |
handful of |
upperclass-
men at the
tournament,”
said Jennifer
Adams, speech coach.
“Coming in second to a
large Midland Lee team is
a good showing for our
students.”

Students placing at the
Seminole Tournament
included LLogan
Churchwell and Malle
Carrasco, who placed first
in cross-examination
debate. Carrasco also
placed seventh in humor-
ous interpretation while
Churchwell placed fourth
in domestic extemporane-
ous speaking. Corey
Green placed second in
domestic extemporaneous
speaking and fifth in dra-
matic interpretation,
impromptu speaking and

ADAMS

humorous interpretation.

Matt Soto placed third
in poetry and fifth in duet
acting with Scott Thomas,
who also placed eighth in
humorous interpretation.
Rounding out the placers
was Lara Breckenridge,
who placed eighth in dra-
matic interpretation.

The team then traveled
to Lubbock to participate
in the Lubbock High
Speech and Debate
Tournament. At full
strength, the team
brought home its fourth
sweepstakes first award
of the year.

With first place wins in
both prose interpretation
and original oratory,
Tapley Holguin lead the
squad. Holguin also
placed third in poetry and
tied for first in humorous
interpretation with Manoj
Thangam. Thangam also
placed first in Student
Congress and second in
foreign extemporaneous
speaking. Laura
Fitzgibbons qualified for
the Texas Forensic

Association State” Meet
with a first place finish in
dramatic interpretation.
Corey Green placed first
in domestic extemporane-
ous and eighth in humor-
ous interpretation. Josh
Acuff placed sixth in for-
eign extemporaneous and
eighth in dramatic inter-
pretation.

The team of Logan
Churchwell and James
Clark placed second in
CX debate with
Churchwell also placing
third in foreign extempo-
raneous and Clark plac-
ing sixth in humorous
interpretation.

The team finished the
fall semester with 21

Texas Forensic'
Association State Meet
qualifications.

Next up for the BSHS
Speech and Debate team
is the fourth annual Big
Spring Speech and Debate
Tournament Jan. 7-8.
Donations and help judg-
ing are greatly appreciat-
ed. If you are interested,
cgll 264-3641 ext. 151.
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HERALD photo/Debble L. Jensen

Workers for the Comanche Trail Festival of Lights stop hanging lights briefly to pose for a
commemorative photograph near the historic spring.
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HERALD photo/Debble L. Jensen

Andrew Shafer, left, and Brady Weber eat goodies from other countries at Kentwood
Elementary School. The third- and fourth- grade classes 'all participated in a study of
Christmas Around the World last week.
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IN BRIEF

Basketball referees

needed for season
The Crossroads area
is looking for basket-
ball officials for the
upcoming season.
" For more informa:
tion, contact Adam
Rodriguez at 263-8731
or 517-0300.

Booster Club gets

more Steer gear

The - Lady Steers
Booster Club has just
received a new ship-
ment of Lady Steer
Gear.

The Booster Club
carries jackets, sweat-
shirts, long and short
sleeve T-shirts, hats,
visors, toboggans and
ear warmers.

They are also now
offering sweatshirts
and T-shirts in youth
sizes.

For more informa-
tion, call Janet Abner
at 264-0023 or 466-1711
or Kerry Rodriguez at
263-6100.

Tomlinson leads

Bolts to victory
CLEVELAND The
San Diego Chargers
have turned it al! the
way around.
LaDainian
Tomlinson rushed for

111 yards and two
touchdowns, Antonio
Gates tied a record

with his 12th TD of the
season and San Diego
o thedd@. West
wobibleon-Sunda z siding
21-0 - win oven the
Cleveland Browns
One season after they
were a league-worst 4-
12, the Chargers (11-3)
won their  eighth
straight and earned
their first postseason
berth since 1995.
They're also division
champions for the first |
time since 1994, clinch- |
ing the top spot when |
Denver lost 45-17 in
Kansas City.
San Diego, which has
its longest winning

streak since 1987,
ignored the blowing
snow, a game-time

temperature of 18 and
a subzero wind chill to
post their first shutout
since 1993 and easily
handled the Browns (3-
11), who lost their
eighth straight

Tomlinson scored on
a pair of 1-vard runs,
his 15th and 16th TDs
this season. and Gates
tied a league single-
season record for TD
catches by a tight end
with a 72-yarder in the
second quarter

Botched extra-point

helps Minnesota
DETROIT (AP)

Detroit botched an |
extra-point kick with 8
seconds left that
would’ve tied the
game, allowing

Minnesota to hang on |
for a much-needed vic-

tory.
The Lions went 80
yards in 1:29 to pull

within a point on Joey
Harrington'’s second
touchdown pass to Roy
Williams. Then, Don
Muhlbach’s snap
bounced to holder Nick
Harris, who was tack-
led before he could get |
the football spotted for
kicker Jason Hanson.
Despite losing five of
their previous seven
games, Minnesota (8-6)
can win the NFC North
with a victory Friday
at home over Green
Bay and at
:Washingt(m.

sghmough the snowi for.a.i.

Philly’s defense good enough against Dallas

By ROB MAADDI
AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA — The
road to the Super Bowl in
the NFC again goes
through Philadelphia.

Dorsey Levens’ 2-yard
touchdown run with 1:57
left helped the - Eagles
clinch home-field advan-
tage throughout the play-
offs with a 12-7 victory
over the Dallas Cowboys
on Sunday.

But the win was costly
for Philadelphia, which
lost star wide receiver
Terrell Owens to an ankle
injury.. Owens didn’t
return after spraining his
right ankle early in the
third quarter. X-rays on
the ankle were negative,
but Owens’ status wasn’t
immediately known.
Philadelphia plays its
first playoff game on Jan.
15 or 16.

The Eagles (13-1) set a
franchise record for regu-
lar-season victories.
They’'ve finished first in
the conference three
straight years, but could-
n’t take advantage of play-
ing at home in the last
two NFC championship
games, losing to Tampa
Bay and Carolina. The
Eagles lost the NFC title
game in St. Louis in 2002.

Donovan McNabb threw
for 223 yards and one TD,
but was intercepted
twice. Brian Westbrook

cagght eight passes for 78
yards.

Vinny Testaverde also
was intercepted twice,
including a pick by Lito
Sheppard on Dallas’ final
drive. Keyshawn Johnson
had a TD catch for Dallas
(5-9).

After Billy Cundiff
missed a 46-yard field
goal—with 6:03 left, the
Eagles got the ball at their
36. Then McNabb took
over. He completed a 13-
yard pass to L.J. Smith
and ran for 12 and 19
yards _ his first carries of
the game.

On third-and-9 from the
Cowboys 19, McNabb
threw 11 yards to
Westbrook. Levens ran 6
yards on the next play,
setting up his go-ahead
score.

The Eagles beat the
Cowboys 49-21 in a
Monday night game last
month. But Dallas kept
this one close.

After Greg Ellis sacked
McNabb to force a fumble
recovered by Eric
Ogbogu, the Cowboys
started their only scoring
drive at Philadelphia’s 23
in the second quarter.

Four runs by Julius
Jones got Dallas to the 7,
before Testaverde con-
nected with Johnson for a
7-yard TD, giving the
Cowboys a 7-6 lead.

McNabb found Chad
Lewis in the corner of the
end zone for a 2-yard TD
pass that made it 6-0 in
the second period. David

KRT photo/Eric Mencher, Philadelphia Inquirer
Philadelphia Eagles running back Dorsey Levens dives past

the Dallas Cowboys defense and into the end zone for the
game winning touchdown late in the fourth quarter. The
Eagles defeated the Cowboys, 12-7, in Philadelphia, Penn.,

Sunday.

Sunday, 12-7.

Akers’ extra point was
blocked by Kurt Vollers,
ending Akers’ club-record
string of 153 successful
conversions.

Philadelphia drove
inside Dallas territory
five consecutive series
without scoring. The
Eagles had the ball.at t
Cowboys 31 in the thi
quarter, biif a penalty
moved them out of field-
goal range.

They got to the Cowboys
31 again on the next pos-
session, but McNabb was
intercepted by Roy
Williams.

If Owens doesn’t return
for either of the final two
regular-season games,
he'll finish with 14 TD
catches, one short of win-
ning his bet with Andy

Reid that would’'ve
required the coach to
wear black, spandex
tights.

Baer’s four TDs leads Shiner
past Stratford in 1A title game

WICHITA FALLS (AP)
Chris Baer ran for 128
vards and three touch-
downs and added an 88-
yard Kickoff return for a
score to lead Shiner to a
33-19 win over Stratford
in the Class A state cham-
pionship game on
Saturday night.

The Comanches, which
lost the title game by one
point to Windthorst last
year, completed a perfect
16-0 season with the win.

After the Elks (13-3)

took an early 7-0 lead on
an 88-yard pass from Josh
King to Tony Ruiz, Baer
got it right back with his
88-yard kickoff return.

He also had touchdown
runs of 1, 6 and 28 yards.

Baer, who doubles as a
linebacker on defense,
also had a big night on
the other side of the ball
with eight tackles, includ-
ing a pair of sacks.

King figured into all of
Stratford’s scoring. To go
along with the long touch-

down pass to Ruiz, the
Elks’ quarterback had TD
runs of 8 and 3 yards.

Shiner only threw three
passes in the game, but
the only completion of the
night was a 36-yard scor-
ing strike from Trey
Curtis to Nick Evans.

Stratford suffered four
turnovers.

Dustin Pohler led the
Comanches defense with
10 tackles, including
three sacks, and also
forced a fumble.

Majerus backs out of USC position

By BETH HARRIS

AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES —
Three days after being
hired as the new basket-
ball coach at Southern
California, Rick Majerus
backed out of the deal and
will stay at ESPN as a col-
lege basketball analyst.

“Rick expressed to us
that he had a change of
heart and wondered if the
possibility still existed for
him to work for ESPN.
And it does,” ESPN
spokesman Josh
Krulewitz said Saturday
night. “We told him he
could (return).”

Majerus, who cited
health reasons when he
retired in January after
15 seasons as. Utah’s

coach, was announced as
the Trojans’ incoming
coach Wednesday. He was
to assume the post April
{5

Majerus did not imme-
diately return phone mes-
sages Saturday night.

“We plan to meet with
Rick on Monday. Until
then, there’s really noth-
ing we can say,” USC ath-
letic director Mike
Garrett said.

At a campus news con-
ference following his hir-
ing, the 56-year-old
Majerus said he wasn’'t
worried about his health.

“My health-is good or I
wouldn’t do this,” he said.
“Both my doctors encour-
aged me to do it. I would-
1't put anyone, least of all

myself, in harm’s way.”
Saia last saw Majerus
over dinner Wednesday

night, when they dis-
cussed the program’s
future.

Majerus had soup and
salad for-dinner and kept
apples in his hotel rodm,
Saia said. -

But something appar-
ently changed overnight

‘Wednesday.

Majerus canceled a
Thursday morning meet-
ing with assistant coach
Bob Cantu, then canceled
dinner that night with
assistant Eric Brown,
Saia said. :

On Friday, Majerus can-
celed a meeting with the
players who would still be
eligible next season.

KRT photo/Michael Perez, Phlladolln Inquirer
An end zone pass intended for Philadelphia Eagles receiver Greg Lewis is deflected by

Dallas Cowboys safety Roy Williams (31) in the third quarter. Dallas lost to the Eagles

Texans fight cold,
register sixth win

By RICK GANO

AP Sgerts Weiter
ACHICAG@;~ Instead of
fseezing upsin the cold,
the Houston Texans
seemed right at home.

The Texans (6-8)
allowed the fewest points
in their three-year histo-
ry and got four turnovers
Sunday to beat the bum-
bling Chicago Bears 24-5.

With the temperature 9
degrees at kickoff and the
wind chill 10 below zero,
it was the Texans. who
handled Soldier Field's
frigid conditions better
than the Bears.

David Carr threw a TD
pass to Corey Bradford
and also set up a field
goal with a 69-yard toss to
Jabar Gaffney. Domanick
Davis scored on an 11-
yard run in the fourth
quarter and Charlie
Anderson capped the vic-
tory by returning a fum-
ble 60 yards for a TD with
2:37 left.

The Bears (5-9) failed to
score a touchdown for the
second straight game and
their bundlea-up fans
booed at another inept
performance by the NFL’s
worst offense.

Carr lifted a perfect 37-
yard TD pass to Bradford
with 27 seconds left in the
second quarter to give the
Texans a 7-0 halftime
lead. After his over-the-
shoulder grab, Bradford
fell into the end zone and
then got up and fired the
football into the stands,
drawing a 15-yard
unsportsmanlike conduct
penalty.

Trailing 7-0, the Bears’
defense got them some
points.

As Carr tried to scram-
ble in the back of the end
zone and avoid the rush
of Adewale Ogunleye and
Tank Johnson, he let
loose a pass with no
receiver close and was
called for intentional

grounding — giving the

Bears a safety with 4:06
left in the third.
After -a short . Houston

punt iptganmgpg' a
series later, e t
into position and Paul
Edinger made a 43-yard
field goal early in the
fourth quarter.

But moments later on a
third-and-7 from his own
24, Carr moved up in the
pocket and found a
streaking Gaffney for a
pass-and-run play to the
Bears 7. Kris Brown'’s 20-
yard field goal made it 10-
5.

Davis’ TD run with 4:23
left came after the Bears
declined a penaltv when
the Texans were called
for delay of game on
fourth-and-7. Instead of
punting, the Texans
decided to go for it and
Carr’s 8-yard pass to
Bradford kept the final 56-
yard drive going.

Rookie Dunta Robinson,
whose sixth interception
of the season kept the
Bears out of field goal
range late in the first
half, knocked the ball
loose from Chad
Hutchinson on a blitz and
Anderson picked it up
with clear sailing to the
end zone in the closing
minutes.

Hutchinson, under a
heavy rush all day. fin-
ished 17-of-34 for 168
yards. Carr was 13-of-28
for 220.

The Bears couldn’t get
anything going in the
first half.

Thomas Jones fumbled
to stop an opening drive
that had reached the
Texans 20. Edinger threw
an interception on a fake
field goal and later
missed an attempt from
39 yards after the Bears
had been called for a
penalty on a third-and-1
at the Houston 19.

There were 17,763 no-
shows at 62,122-seat
Soldier Field.
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South Carolina falls

short of major upset

LAWRENCE, Kan.
(AP) — Russell
Robinson scored four
points in the final 36
seconds, allowing
Kansas to escape with
the win over a South
Carolina team that led
most of the game.

The unranked
Gamecocks (5-2), 17-

point underdogs - in-
their first road game, -

came out with a full-
court pressure defense
and seized an 11-0 lead"
over the fumble-fin-

gered Jayhawks.
Kansas (7-0) had five
turnovers and a

blocked shot in its first
six possessions, and
did not get its first lead
until Keith Langford
fed Christian Moody
inside to make it 54-52
with 5:03 to go.

Wayne Simien had 20
points and 11 rebounds
for Kansas, despite
leaving the game for
about 5 minutes in the
second half after injur-
ing his right thumb.
.He returned with the
thumb heavily taped.

Atlanta wins, snaps

Carolina’s streak _
ATLANTA —
Michael Vick scored
the tying touchdown
on a 12-yard run with
lass than two minutes
(0 go in regulation,
then Jay Feely kicked
a 38-yard field goal in

overtime, helping
Atlanta snap
Carolina’'s five-game

winning streak.

The Panthers (6-8)
were
ever, recovering firom
a jpair of double-digit
deficits.

Carolina went ahead
for the first time with
a 21-point fourth quar-
ter, only to have the
Falcons (11-3) show
they know a thing or
two about bouncing
back.

Dez White got the
Falcons in position for
the tying score with a
dazzling 54-yard recep-
tion.

The Falcons got
down: to their final
play — fourth-and-goal
from the Carolina 12.

Vick spotted an open-
ing up the middle and
took off for the end
zone, diving across
with 1:37 remaining.
The officials reviewed
the play to see if Vick
went down before he
crossed the goal line,
but replays showed
that he somehow Kept
his left knee suspended
about an inch above
the turf as he stretched
out for the end zone.

Carolina won the
coin toss in overtime,
only to have Jake
Delhomme overthrow

Ricky Proehl down the
middle.

Aaron Beasley made
the interception and
returned it 30 yards to
the Carolina 23.

A couple of safe runs
into the middle of the
line set up Feely, who
connected on third
down to put the
Falcons on the brink of
clinching the No. 2
seed in the NFC.

Vick had an erratic
game, completing just
11-0f-28 for 154 yards
with a couple of inter-
ceptions.

He threw a pair of
TD passes and ran
eight times for 68
yards. y

Delhomme was 24-of-
35 for 340 yards, but he
had two big fumbles
and the game-deciding
juterception,

Muhsin Muhammad

had 10 receptions for

135 yards,

as resilient as’

Ortega’s last-second kick leads Carroll to title

By KRISTIE RIEKEN

Associated Press Writer

IRVING — Southlake
Carroll’'s Kevin Ortega
had a lot to think about as
he lined up to kick the
game-winning field goal
for the Class 5A Division
II championship
Saturday.

At the forefront of his
thoughts was Carroll’s
beloved former defensive
coordinator Charlie
Stalcup, who died of skin
cancer five weeks before
the season.

“I couldn’t stop thinking
of him,” said Ortega, who
hit the 41-yarder as time
expired to give Carroll a
27-24 win over Smithson
Valley for the Dragons’
second title in three
years. “He’s a big motiva-
tion and it’'s all for him.”

The Dragons (16-0) dedi-
cated their season to
Stalcup, memorializing
him on their programs

and championship game
T-shirts. After the game,
fans joined players and
coaches in chanting,
“Charlie, Charlie, Charlie

“We did this for Charlie
Stalcup,” Dragons coach
Todd Dodge said through
tears.

Chase Daniel found
Clint Renfro on a 16-yard
pass with 6 seconds left
that set up the winning
kick for Southlake, the
top-ranked team in ‘the
state and No. 1 in the
nation according to USA
Today's Super 25.

It was the second time
the Dragons beat
Smithson Valley (13-3) for
the title. Southlake
Carroll won 45-14 in 2002
and has won five champi-
onships, including three
in Class 3A. Since moving
up to the state’s largest
classification, Carroll is
47-1.

Kilgore needs 2 OTs
to take Class 4A title

WACO (AP) — Nick
Sanders blocked a field
goal and returned it 70
yards for touchdown, giv-
ing undefeated Kilgore a
33-27 double-overtime win
over Dallas Lincoln in the
Class 4A Division II state
championship game on
Saturday.

“I got a good jump off
the ball and laid into it
and hit it. I saw the ball
and just took it to the
house,” Sanders said.

Dallas Lincoln appeared
in command after
Courtney Herndon
blocked a Kilgore punt
and Bronson Garrett
returned it 38 yards for a
touchdown and a 20-10
third-quarter lead.

But on Kilgore's next
series, quarterback Chase
Fisher found Courtney
Thomas down the left
sideline for a 71-yard
touchdown pass, cutting
the margin to 20-17.

With just over two min-
utes remaining, Kilgore
(16-0) tied the contest 20-
20 on Rudy Galvan’s 39-
yard field, his second of
the game. Dallas Lincoln
moved to midfield, but
Kilgore held and forced a
Tigers punt. Fisher took a
knee to end regulation

play.

Dallas Lincoln (13-2)
won the overtime toss
and elected to play
defense. On the third play
of the opening OT posses-
sion, Kilgore’s Keith
Gilliam burst through the
middle for an 18-yard
touchdown. Then Dallas
Lincoln matched the
score with Bryon Eaton
scoring from 16 yards out
to tie the game 27-27. That
was the score at the end
of the first overtime.

In the second overtime,
Dallas Lincoln went on
offense but faced fourth-
and-10 at the Kilgore 25
when the Tigers attempt-
ed a 42-yard field goal.
But Sanders-.play ended
the chance for Dallas
Lincoln to become the
first Dallas ISD team to
win a UIL state football
championship since 1950.
Dallas Carter won in 1988,
but the title was stripped
for using an ineligible

player.
“This * game showed
what these Kilgore

Bulldogs have been about
all season,” Kilgore coach
Mike Vallery said.
“We've come from
behind, we've won in
overtime, we've won
games every way you can
win a football game.

Southlake Carroll lost to
Katy 16-15 in last year’s
Division Il game.

Dodge said he was

proud of how his players -

handled the pressure of
the rankings and national
attention.

“Our kids have been
through so much this
year,” Dodge said. “The
pressure they dealt with
was so intense. I'’ve never
had a team that had to
deal with so much. It’s
great that we were able to
get this done.”

Southlake Carroll
trailed most of the second
half, going down 24-17
early in the fourth when
Eryk Anders blocked a
punt and returned it 24
yards for a TD. But then
Carroll tied the score 22
seconds later when Daniel
hit Kenton Gedwed on a
65-yard touchdown pass.

Daniel, the two-time
Associated Press 5A offen-

sive player of the year,
finished with 290 yards
passing and 89 yards
rushing.

He had a slow start
though after fumbling
twice and being sacked
once in the first quarter.
On Carroll's first drive,
Daniel was dropped for a
loss on a keeper, sacked
and threw an incomple-
tion before a bad punt
gave Smithson Valley the
ball on the 21-yard line.

Smithson Valley led 14-
10 at halftime on Cody
McKinney’s 3-yard TD
run with 1:01 left in the
second quarter.

It was the first time the
Dragons had been behind
at halftime break since
October.

Southlake Carroll
regained the lead in the
third when Aaron Luna
barreled in from 17 yards
out to make the score 17-
14. Luna ran for 66 yards

and two touchdowns. His
first score came on a 15-
yard run that tied the
game late in the first.

Smithson Valley tied it
at 17-17 when David Sweet
hit a 44-yard field goal
that bounced off the left
upright near the end of
the third quarter.

Zach Bailey had 151
yards passing and ran for
a l-yard touchdown that
was the first score for
Smithson Valley, which
has never won a title
game. Keeping the game
close was no consolation
to Smithson Valley.

“We didn’t come up
here to see if we could
stay in the game with
somebody,” Smithson
Valley coach Larry Hill
said. .

The Rangers lost a 42-35
overtime decision to
Denton Ryan in the 2001
Class 4A Division I title
game.

KRT photo/Kaern Sherlock, Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel
Milwaukee Bucks’' Mo Williams (25) tries to push past Philadelphia 76ers’ Allen Iverson
(3) at the Bradley Center in Milwaukee, Saturday. Ilverson scored an NBA season-high
54 points in the Philadelphia victory.

Gilmer scores 49 in 3A championship win over Jasper

NACOGDOCHES (AP)
— Manuel Johnson threw
for 308 yards and three
touchdowns, including a
65-yard score midway
through the fourth quar-
ter, as Gilmer held off
Jasper 49-47 Saturday
night for the Class 3A
Division II state title.

It was the first state title
in two appearances for

Christian leads Crawford

NORTH RICHLAND
HILLS (AP) — B.J.
Christian rushed for 94
yards and two touch-
downs as Crawford beat
Troup 28-14 for the Class
2A Division II state cham-
pionship Saturday night.

It was the first state title
for Crawford (16-0), which
broke open a close game
late in the third quarter
when Jad Tawater’s 24-

yard TD catch from Lee
Murphy made it 21-14.
Christian then added his

ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA can be
caused by Benzene which can be found in  Doctor-Lawyer in Pull-time Law Practice
cleaning solutions, ine and other indus-  Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
trial products. distributors, pipe fit-  Craig W. Brown, PL.L.C.

ters, refinery workers and laborers who

Gilmer (16-0), which
stopped Jordan Patton
inches from the goal line
on a 2-point conversion
attempt that would have
tied the score at 49 with
4:15 left. Patton had just
scored his third TD on a
12-yard run for Jasper (12-
4).

Johnson threw first-half
touchdown passes of 14

second score, a 13-yarder
early in the fourth quar-
ter, to put the game away.

Troup (14-2) was making
its second title game
appearance.

The Tigers won their
only other appearance, in
1973 as a Class A school.

Crawford jumped to a
14-0 lead before Troup
came back to tie it up.

First Antwain Lydia
ocaught a 30-yard pass
from Bo Steele, but the
extra point failed. Jarriel

NO FEE FOR
FIRST VISIT

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D.

Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

removed/repaired fuel storage tanks may Board Certified Persone njay Tria Law sd Gl
have been e .If‘guo:alovedone wl-n-ci‘::::fﬂlm
pas ACUTE LOID LEUKEMIA ) ‘ g
and worked around products containing - g BT | T R LTV RV TOL )

www. ashestoslaw.com

yards to Terrance Lovely
and 17 yards to Willie
Darden as the Buckeyes
took a 28-6 lead.

But Jasper, which had
held 11 opponents to 20
points or fewer, got back
into the game behind

quarterback Gilbert
Moye.
Moye rushed for 246

yards on 26 carries and

past Troup in 2A Division

Norman, who rushed for
104 yards on 21 carries,

tied the score in the third nected with Tawater, who
wrestled the ball from

on a 2-yard run and a 2-

scored on a 12-yard run
late-in the third quarter
to cut the deficit to 42-35.
Then Edrick Bronson
added a 3-yard scoring
run for Jasper early in
the fourth but Alex
Padgett’s extra point hit
the right upright and
bounced out.

Johnson then hit Tay
Bowser for the 65-yard

point conversion.
But then Murphy con-

score to put Gilmer up 49-

47 with 6:54 remaining.
After Patton

stopped on the 2-point try,

Jasper got the ball back
but only made it to its
time

own 35 when

expired.

Patton rushed for 69

yards on 10 carries,
including

runs of 3, 24 and 12 yards.

Il title game

in the

Jarriel Norman
end zone.

From there, Troup had

jusf 59 yards of offense.
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, dragging anchors. The four signs shown above are
typical markers used to show the approximate location

! of pipelines. The markers show the product being
transported, the operating company and a telephone

P number where a company representative can be con-

C WARWNG
PETROLEUM PPELINE
UNE CO

Pipelines are the safest, most economical method of
transporting petroleum and its refined products. But

ipelines are vulnerable to the teeth of backhoes, the
machines, and marine vessels
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If a warning marker is located near where you are
working, even if it’s on private property, call a com-
pany representative. The representative will provide
ou with the exact location of the pipeline at no cost.
on't take a chance! A ruptured pipeline can endan-

Chevron Pipe Line's Company Customer Service Center
P.0. Box 4879, Houston, TX 77210-4879.

A For non-emergency or routine inquiries we can be reached by calling collect at Sﬂlm 2828.
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Business Opportunity

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re-
sponsible for the specific con-
tent of the National Classified
ads. Before investing money in
a business/employment -oppor-
tunity with which you are unfa-
miliar, please call the National
Better Business Bureau at
703-276-0100 or visit
www.bbb.org

Help Wanted

ASSISTANT MANAGER
needed at local Retail Com-
pany. Salary, health insurance
and 401k. Average 48 hrs.
weekly including nights until
7:00 pm. with alternating week-
ends. Please send Resume
and References to: P.O. Box
462, Big Spring, Tx. 79721.

Assistant Manager trainee.
Must have good driving record,
21 yrs old, motivated, paid va-

cations,. retirement, health in-
surance, salary. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611

Gregg. No Phone Calls Please.

PHYSICIAN'S PRACTICI

REAL ESTATS

PoRITS, mm um PINE: 361456 TTTY
CHECK 5 0T O TRE WER AT: WWW SISANTION OW

Help Wanted

ATTENTION STUDENTS
PT HOLIDAY WORK

Can be perm., Great Pay, Flex.
Sched. sales/service, no exp.
nec. All ages 18+ condition ap-
ply (432)699-6782.
www.workforstudents.com
<http://workforstudents.com>

Covenant Home Health Care of
Big Spring is currently hiring for
the following position:
Registered Nurse - Full-time
Home health experience pre-
ferred but not mandatory. Inter-
ested individuals should call
Vicki Golleher at
(432)263-6816 or send resume
to 2000 Birdwell Lane, Big
Spring, TX 79720. Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum  Products. Coastal
serves high profile accounts &
needs dedicated professionals
to join our growing team in Big
Spring. Qualify 25 with class A
& One year driving experience.
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

ACCTHON

Help Wanted

DO YOU enjoy working with
the elderly and want to be part
of a growing challenging indus-
try? If so, we invite you to in-
quire about a position in our
nursing department.

IDEAL CANDIDATE:

LVN or RN and MED AIDE
INTERESTED IN LONG TERM
EMPLOYMENT
RELATIONSHIP

EXCELLENT Starting pay
Health Insurance
Retirement Plan
Great Vacation with a Flexible
Schedule.

Apply at Mountain
Lodge, 2009 Virginia Ave.

DRIVER WANTED: Bob Tail/
Transport  Driver.  Excellent
starting pay. All benefits
Medical & Retirement. Must
have Class A CDL & good driv-
ing record. Call for appointment
(432)263-0033.

View

HILLCREST CDC is looking for
part time Caregivers. Hours are
3:00-6:00 p.m. Monday - Fri-
day. If you are energetic and
love kids please come apply.
Hillcrest CDC, 2000 West FM
700.

HIRING
Parts Person
Field Mechanic
Asphalt Mechanic
Salary D.O.E.
E.OE.

Call Vernon Bruton
(432)332-5070
Jones Bros. Dirt and Paving
1401 S. Grandview
Odessa, Texas 79761

Help Wanted

Immediate need for:
PUMPER/LEASE OPERATOR
AND BACKHOE OPERATOR
(must have current class A
CDL).

Vacations

Holidays

Insurance

401K

Safety Bonuses

Work is in the Big Spring
Area. Blakely Construction
(432)381-3540.

LOOKING FOR office help ex-
perienced in oil/gas lease ter-
minology. Prefer someone with
oil/gas accounting experience.
Computer knowledge a must.
Please send resume to atten-
tion: Office Manager, P.O. Box
2770, Big Spring, TX 79721.

MITCHELL COUNTY Hospital
District is taking applications
for:
LVN - 7AM to 7PM at Mitchell
County Hospital
RN - Weekend Coverage at ER
at Mitchell County Hospital
RN - 7PM to 7AM at Mitchell
County Hospital
LVN - 3 PM to 11PM - Wallace
Medical Prison Unit

These are full-time positions
with benefits. Pick up an appli-
cation at Mitchell County Hos-
pital at 997 West |-20. See

‘Sandra Sullivan, Human Re-

sources or call 325-728-3431,
extension 7105.

NEED SECRETARY for insur-
ance agency. Experience pre-
ferred. Full or part time. Send
resume: Churchwell Insurance,
2303 . Goliad, Big Spring, TX
79720.

Help Wanted

NEEDED CHILDREN’S Librar-
ian: must have a sound knowl-
edge and understanding of:
children’s literature, reading in-
terests, age appropriateness,
child development and learning
theory, collection management
theory and trends. Will plan
and coordinate children's serv-
ices and programs; present a
weekly story time; plan & im-
plement special summer read-
ing program and special
events. Must have the ability
to: select appropriate children’s
and Young Adults materials in
all formats, develop and man-
age materials budgets. Appli-
cations may be picked up at
Howard County Library during
library hours. Application pe-
riod closes December 20.

NOW HIRING spray applicator
driver.- ‘Class - A-CDL license
and farm experience helpful.
Excellent benefits, Excellent

pay. Apply in person to Helena
Chemical Company, 100 S. St.
Peter, Stanton, Tx.

Help Wanted

TAKING APPLICATIONS: All
Positions - Shop Tire Tech, Ex-
perienced Road Service Me-
chanic, Counter person. Com-
puter & Knowledge of Tires a
must. Apply in person only. No
phone calls.

WAITRESSES NEEDED
Split Shift
Must be 18
Monday-Saturday
Apply in person,
Red Mesa Girill
2401 Gregg

Items for Sale

1995 KX 500 dirt bike. $1,400
or best offer. Call
(432)398-5523.

FOR SALE, Michelin Pilot sport
225/45ZR17 (4) tires, never
used. Call (432)263-4389.

GOOD STARTER upright pi-
ano. $300. or best offer. Call
(432)263-6201.

, White & YOU

800-CFI-DRIVE » www.cfidrive.com

BUSINESSES ({® SERVICE

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

CARPET COMPUTER REPAIR CONCRETE CONCRETE m —

Bring Samples
To Your Home

NAME BRANDS
Kenny Thompson

270-0548
263-4548

CG’s Computer
Repair

Computer experience 24 years,
Reasonable Rates.
Free Estimates

2003 Johnson &
Big Spring, Texas 3

79720
432-264-6526 N

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
’ SIDEWALKS
sisuiiusd BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 267-4044
(432) 268-6322

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720

Frank Rubio

All Types - Driveway
Patio, Sidewalk etc.
Handyman work,
Additions,
Patio
Cover, ¢
etc.

Call 267-7659
or 263-5272

B & M Fence Co.

COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE

FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ
263-1613 »
1-800-525-1389
1008 Lamesa Hwy. - Big Spring

ofo

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

, ER R
Finest In ,g" b
Fencing i #i l!;
Wood & 2 ‘i TP
Chainlink ?ﬁ:’tg‘ i

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

FENCES FENCE HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports.
All work guaranteed.
Free Estimates
Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

PREMIER FENCE

Sales, Service, Installation
Chainlink, Wood, Vinyl,
Sheet Metal, Ornamental
Custom Gates,

Oil Field o
Panels,
Carports,
Dog Runs.
(432) 686-7505
1409 Garden City Hwy. Midiand, Tx.

w-&.‘m%
We Do It Al

Residential & Commercial
Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical
AC,Roofs, New Additions
& Lawn Service
Phone: 432-263-2911
Cell: 432-816-3832

1 Minor Electrical

HOME REPAIR

Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,

Painting, Plumbing,

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction * Room Additions
Carports * Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior
Wallpaper Hanging * Ceramic Tile
Installation & Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

AFFORDABLE HOME
MAINTENANCE

?’{ S

*Renovation
*Repairs
*Maintenance

You Can Trust

Satisfaction Guaranteed
NOJOBISTOO SMALL!

Russ Crain (owner) 432-27!

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS

Home Repair * Carpentry
Sheet Work
Repaired/Replaced
Kitchen & Bath
BOB'S CUSTOM

WOODWORK
409 E. 3RD _ 267-5811

Home Works

Full Service Building Contractor
New * Remodel + Additions * Repair
Residential - Commercial
Please Call For A Free Estimate

Jimeny Hopper + 432-517-0555

* Affordable Ouality With
Attention to Detall

FALL CLEANUP
TREE TRIMMING
TILLING & HAULING

FREF ESTIMATES
CALL

432-267-5460
LEAVE MESSAGE

816-6150

VENTURA
COMPANY

432-267-2655

Houses * Duplexes
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms

For rent/sale
709 K. 12TH
SO2 K. 12TH
606 A State
204 11T™H

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

seena HERALD

PALACIOS
ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences,
Painting Insured & Bonded

Home Phone#
432-263-5430
Cell#
432-213-0363

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!
Free Hetimates!!
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

SELL YOUR
HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

BIG IIEB g I D

For Information
On Internet Ads

Call
Retail Advertising

263-7331

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL
Since 1954

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

For Information
On Web Printing

Call
Tony Hernandez

263-7331

-

’



http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.bbb.org
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http://workforstudents.com
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Items for Sale

GUNS IN excellent condition.
Remm 243 w/Leopeld 4X
scope, $400. Winchester 30-30
Model 94, Texas Ranger
Comm., $350. Ruger 22 pistol
Mach II, $275. (432)263-8369.

TEMPURPEDIC KING Mat-
tress set- $1200. Also 5 Piece
Cherry wood bedroom suit with
glass tops on dresser & end ta-
bles- $500. Call (432)263-2273
leave message.

Miscellaneous

2000 HITCHHIKER, 32 foot,
- 5th wheel. Excellent condition
with 2 slides. Call
(432)267-5420 for more infor-
mation.

SPORTING GOODS .380 auto
pistol, good condition, $118.
Olympic style weights, 310 Ibs.,
bar, squat rack, $170. 8mm
Mauser rifle sport. Good con-
dition, $175. (432)393-5667.

National Ads

$$ EARN $3200 WEEKLY! $$
Processing Simple E-mails On-

line! Make $25.00 Per Email!’

No Limit! Answer: Surveys On-
line! Make $15.00+ Per Survey!
Guaranteed Paychecks!
Amazing Employment Opportu-
nities!
http://www.processemails.com/

$$ FREE MONEY $$ for 2005!
Private-Government Grants for
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Never Repay. Live
Operators. Approx. $49 billion
dollars unclaimed
2004.1-800-410-2613 ext. 31.

$$$ UP TO $529 WEEKLY!
Mailing letters from home.
Easy! Any Hours!
Full/part-time. No_ experience
necessary. U.S. Digest
1-888-389-1790 24 hours.

$1,000 WEEKLY possible
mailing promotional letters for
our Company. Real earning po-
tential. Work 100% from home.
No selling or envelope stuffing.
Call 1-(708) 231-7400 (24
hours) www.HBNBizOpp.com

$2,500.00+ WEEKLY Income!!
Now Hiring Envelope Stuffers.
11 Year Nationwide Co. Needs
You! Easy Work From Home.
Free Postage, Supplies Pro-
vided. Written Guarantee! Free
Information, Call Now/
1-800-242-03163 Ext. 2500.

$2000 WEFKLY! Mailing 400
brochures! GUARANTEED!
FREE postage, supplies! Start
Immediately! Free call anytime.
Day or Night. 1-800-577-7735
Call now for free information.

*ANNOUNCEMENT**
NOW  HIRING for 2005
POSTAL JOBS to

$16.40-59.00/HR. Paid Train-
ing, Full Federal Benefits. No
experience necessary. Green
Card OK. Call 1-800-606-5059
Ext #4000.

ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helptul tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance

compliance

‘Crew

| benefits package.

salary history to:

National Ads

$25,000 FREE CASH
GRANTS! 2005! FOR PER-
SONAL BILLS, SCHOOL,

BUSINESS, ETC. NEVER RE-
PAY! LIVE OPERATORS!
APPROX. $49 BILLION LEFT
UNCLAIMED 2004.
1-800-410-2613 EXT. 35, 7
DAYS.

$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS!
Hondas/ Chevys/ Fords/ Jeeps.
Cars, trucks, SUV's from $500!

" Listings: 800-749-8116 xA148.

$990 -$2,320 WEEKLY POS-
SIBLE! Mailing our letters from
home. FREE INF” ' 100% Sat-
isfaction ~ Guaraiteed.  Call
Now! 1-800-679-684424 hrs.

**$$ FREE CASH GRANTS!
$$** As Seen on T.V.! Never
Repay! Gov't Grants for Per-
sonal Bills, School, Business,
etc. $47 billion left unclaimed.
Live Operators!
1-800-574-1804 ext. 712.

**BARTENDER POSITIONS**
$250 TO $300 Potential per
shift. FT/PT Positions available
now. No Exp. Req'd. Training is

Provided. 1-888-544-5032
ext.309. ~
ACCREDITED  UNIVERSITY

DEGREES based on life and
work experience. Fast, Verifi-
able, Confidential.
Loans. 800-951-1203
www.arrc.org

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
BIG WEEKLY INCOME?
30 Candy Vending locations.

$0 Down/Financing.
1-800-367-6709 (24/7)
Ext.2403.

ARE YOU making $1,710 per
week? All cash vending routes
with prime locations * available
now! Under $9,000 investment
required. Call Toll Free (24-7)
800-276-6903.

BUY DIRECT and save! Over
3500 Items. 1-800-247-3322.
www.netjewelryshow.com

CASH GRANTS - 2005!
Rrivate, Government grants for
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Approx. $49 billion
dollars left unclaimed 2004.
Never Repay. Live operators.
1-800-410-2613 ext. 32, 7
days.

DIRECTV FREE 3 ROOMS
SYSTEM installed & delivered
free. Say goodbye to cable for-
ever + 3 months FREE
HBO/CINEMAX. Call
1-800-694-8644.
www.dtv2day.com

DRIVER TRAINEES A Great
Career! Excellent Pay/Benefits
C.R. England Needs CDL
Driver Trainees! Company Paid
School. Limited Positions. Call
Now! Toll Free
1-866-619-6081.

EARN UP To $600 WEEKLY

Helping the government
part-time. No Experience.
A lot of opportunities.

1-800-493-3688 Code E40.

PARTNERS WANTED! Share
Millions Weekly in profit sharing
checks from our new products
line! 1-800-881-1540 x9005.

PR L LI LU T

Brahs o nmee v
o —— e -

[ LEASE OPERATOR |

Energen Resources Corporation, a subsid
Corporation has an immediate opening for a Lease Operator at its ||
WestBrook, Texas office. Responsibilities include:

* Monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data
* Operating and maintaining production equipment |
* Conducting and directing the on-lease activities of contractors ||
* Assuring that all leases are operating within regulatory

« Relief pump and work periodically with company roustabout

The qualified applicant will have 1 - 3 year’s production experi-
| ence with a broad-knowledge of all types of production equipment.
| Computer skills and proficiency with spreadsheets a must. We
offer a highly competitive salary and bonus plan with a complete ||

For immediate consideration, please forward your resume and |f

Workforce Network of Midland

Attn: Ruth Forsdick

3510 North “A” Street, Building A

Midland, Texas 79705

Email: ruth.forsdick@twc.state.tx.us
Telephone # (432) 685-8316

Fax #: (432) 686-8742

An Equal Opportunity Employer

-Costs!

Student .

Paid CDL Training!!

Stevens offers the most comprehensive
training program in the industry for new

drivers, with classroom and over-the-road
instruction. Get your career rolling and
enjoy exceptional earnings up to $65,000,
the most miles, and great benefits from
the #1 premier transportation carrier!

For more lnfo, call
800-333-8595 -~

www.stevenstransport
TOR ,

National Ads

FIRE YOUR Landlord!!! $$$0
DOWN HOMES! No Rent! Tax
Repos & Bankruptcies! No
Credit OK! $0 to low down! For
Listings, 1-800-501-1777 Ext.
8351.

FREE CASH GRANTS! 2005!
Approx. $49 billion left un-
claimed 2004. Private, Govern-
ment Grants forPersonal bills,
School, Business, etc. Never
Repay! Live Operators!
1-800-410-2592 ext. 33.

GOVERNMENT JOBS! WILD--
LIFE / POSTAL $16.61 to
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits.

Paid Training. Call for Applica-
tion and Exam Information. No
Experience Necessary. Toll
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100.

LOWER YOUR Prescription
Global Medicines
1-866-634-0720 American phy-
sician owned. Cottonwood, AZ
Prices Lower than Canada!
www.globalmedicines.net

MEDICARE DIABETICS- Free
Meter!!!'No Cost Diabetes Sup-
plies! Join Diabetes Care Club.
FREE Memebership!" FREE
HOME DELIVERY!
1-800-287-1737. Qualify NOW!

NEED A JOB! CRST NO EX-
PERIENCE? NO PROBLEM!
$600-$900/WK.. . NOW HIR-
ING IN - YOUR
AREA.1-877-443-8289.

NEED AFFORDABLE
HEALTHCARE? $59.93/month
per Family. No Limitations! All
Pre-Existing conditions OK.
Call P.S. Family Healthcare!
1-800-550-2768 sc. W-1009.

NO MONEY? No problem!
Truck driver trainees needed.
No experience necessary! 16

Day training program.
$700-$900/week with benefits!
Job placement assistance.

1-877-554-3808.

OWN A Computer Put it to
Work! $500-$7500/mo PT/FT
1-877-573-2785 24hr recording
Free Booklet, .
www.9to5isover.com

PRESCRIPTIONS FROM Can-
ada "The Only Difference is the
Price” 866-443-3907 .
CanadaRxAssist.com

PRICESTORE SALE!!! TV's,
DVD Players from $10! Police
Seized Property! Computers!
Info: 800-749-8128 xP686.

PRIVATE-GOVERNMENT
CASH Grants! for Personal
bills, School, Business, etc.
Never Repay! Live Operators!
Approx. $49 billion left un-
claimed 2004. 1-800-410-2592
ext. 34, 7 days.

SAWMILL $2,965.00 - Lum-
berMate- 2000 &
LumberLite-24. Norwood In-
dustries also manufactures util-
ity ATV Attachments, Log Skid-
ders, Portable Board Edgers
and forestry equipment.
www.norwoodindustries.com
FREE Information:
1-800-566-6899 Ext. 200-U.

.com

iary of Energen [

National Ads

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m
Ladies Free!! 1-800-201-TALK
VISIT - singles.com

START DATING TONIGHT!

Have fun meeting eligible sin-

gles in your area. Toll Free.
1-800-ROMANCE ext. 9735.

STEEL BUILDING SALE! Wel'll
Beat All Competitor Bids Spec
for Spec or we'll send you a

check for $200.00!
1-800-973-3366.
www.premiersteel.org

TRUCK DRIVERS

Wanted-Best Pay and Home
Time! Apply Online Today over
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion,Hundreds of Offers!
http://hammerlanejobs.com

YOUR ACCREDITED High
School Diploma in 30-days or
less. No classes. FREE
evaluation.

www. FinishHighSchool.com
1-866-290-6596

Real Estate for Rent

4207 PARKWAY. 3 bedroom,
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841
or 517-0642.

SUNSET RIDGE APTS.
2911 W. Hwy 80
. Big Spring
New Management
Family Friendly
Central A/C
Cable TV
Large Rooms
Move In Special
(432)263-2292

" $350/deposit.

1220 East 16th- 3/2 bath.
1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath.
712 Goliad- 2/1 bath.
1206 East 11th.- 3/2 bath.
602 1/2 George- 1/1 bath.
All have CH/A.

Call (432)267-2296.

Real Estate for Rent

Real Estate for Rent

104 Circle. Three Bedroom 1
bath Home. Central air and
heat, fenced yard. $425.00
month $200.00 deposit. Call
(432)466-0227.

1408 PARK. Very clean 2 bed-
room, 1 bath. CH/A, carpet and
garage. References -required.
$350.00 month plus deposit.
Call (432)263-0551.

1605 KENTUCKY Way. 3 Bed-
room, 1 bath. Garage, CH/A,
fenced backyard, washer &
dryer connections $430/month,
Call

(432)263-8005 or 816-1330.

1606 11TH Place. 2 Bedroom,
1 bath with big den. Good

neighborhood. $350.00 month.
Call (432)263-6922, afternoons
& evenings.

1903 GREGG St. for rent.
e \ *: Great office or retail space.
EAUTIFUL $375/month plus deposit. Call
D (432)213-2681.
-Swimming Pool 2/2/3 near Elbow School.
“Dri : Country home, good water,
Private Patios quiet and shady, large
*Carports grounds. Forsan ISD. $650
-Appllanqgs month, $650.00 deposit. 1 yr
*Most Utilities lease. Call (512)755-1697.
Paid 2604 ENT. 3 Bedroom 2 bath,
*Senior Citizens New paint/. carpet. References.
Discount $400. month, $250. deposit.
e1 & 2 Bedroom HUD accepted. Call
Unfurnished (432)267-7449.
PARKHILL TERRACE || 372 WITH garage. Gourmet
kitchen with built-ins. Forsan
APARTMENTS ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650.
800 W. Marcy Drive month, $400. deposit. Call
g s oa||  (432)264-9907.
4221 HAMILTON. 3 bedroom,

1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841
or 517-0642.

612 GREGG, 800 square feet.
Strip/Center Location. $450.00
month plus deposit required.
Call (432)267-7449.

624 RIDGELEA. Clean 3 bed-
room, 1-1/2 bath, CH/A. Stove
& refrigerator furnished.
Fenced yard, garage. $450.
month, $200. deposit. Call
(432)267-1543.

900 SCURRY. 3/1 Apartment,
CH/A, washer, dryer hookups.
Appliances furnished. $385.00
month, $200.00 . deposit. No
HUD. Call (432)213-2681

BIG SPRING Building for Rent.
Busy Location on Gregg Street,
12,000 square feet, $5,000.00
per month. Call (505)318-3378

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options

szgg Such As ALL BILLS PAID
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

538 Westover

OPEN SATURDAY

008747

263-1252

FOR SALE
No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING

Bad Credit O.K.

2-3-4-5 & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes
‘Call Beverly 263-3461

There’s something for everyone in the
Big Spring Herald’s Classifieds!

Grandpa sold his sailboat

Mama found the missing piece for her china set...
Papa bought a great used car ...

Little Brother traded his baseball cards for a guitar...
Big Brother found an awesome set of free weights...
Cousin Bill found a great apartment ...

Big Sister found a great new job...

Aunt Sue found a dining room table...

ALL THIS IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in the Classifieds

BIG
SPRING

Call 263-7331
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Real Estate for Rent

CLEANEST 1 Bedroom in
town. $300. Month, $150. de-
posit. No pets. References re-
quired. Carport. Call

(432)213-2319.

CORONADO HILLS
APARTMENTS
(432)267-6500
801 W. Marcy

Big Spring, Tx 79720

During Months of
December and January.
- Move in for
© $199.00 or $299.00.

- COUNTRY HOME, 511 Cen-

terpoint Rd. 3/2, C/H/A, 1 acre

“ lot. $550.00 month $300 de-

. cluded.
© $300.00

Lease and references.
432-267-2015 or

posit
Call

. 432-816-6595
* FOR RENT: 800 1/2 Nolan. 1

1 bath. Utilities in-

$400.00 month,
deposit. Call

(432)264-9907.

NICE CLEAN open

Bedroom,

space,

» large 1 room apartment. Stove

and refrigerator  furnished.

* $250.00 month $100.00 de-

e

* posit.

Call  (432)263-4528,

. (432)296-0277 or 296-1523.

RENT it NOW! 2 Bedroom -
3006 Cherokee, 1506 Chicka-

' saw and 807 Anna. $300.00 a

month. Call (432)267-7380.

" RENT or LEASE to Own. 2

Bedroom, 1 bath with carport

" and garage. $375 month, $375

* deposit. 1304 Stanford. Very
- clean. Call (432)816-3474 or
' 816-3474.

Real Estate for Sale

$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage

-home. Reasonably good credit

required, lowered interest rates
to Qualified Buyer. Call now

(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest-
ments Inc.

1413 SYCAMORE, 2 Bed-
room, 1 bath, CH/A.
$14,500.00. Call

(325)695-6100 after 6:00 p.m.

PERFECT for Single or couple-
2 Bedroom, 1 bath, Central
H/A, single garage, large back-
yard with deck, new carpet.
Possible Owner Finance. Call
(432)263-6887, 270-1743.

RENT to OWN. 4 Bedroom, 1
bath. Washer and Dryer Con-
nection with fenced yard. Call
(432)264-6611.

SALE/LEASE: 7906 South
Service Road (Sand Springs).
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, CH/A on 13
acres. $37,800.00 or $450.00 a
month. Call (325)695-6100 af-
ter 6:00 p.m.

“TWO-STORY

SPACIOUS
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom,
2 baths, office, 2 living areas,

ash cabinets, fireplace. Ga-
zebo, 2 storage bldgs., 3/4
acre, secluded. Lovely yard.

$110,00. Call (432)263-4080.

OWNER WILL FINANCE! 3
bedroom home. Just remod-
eled! Great condition! 1214
Ridgeroad. LOW DOWN, LOW
MONTHLY! Tadlock Realtors
(432)580-4883.

‘04 Freestar Vans
6000 Aavaitabie
Rebates
Bob Brock Ford

500 W. 4th 267-7424

163

209

1993 GMC pickup, white Sierra
1500 Club cab, long bed, bed
liner, 73,000 miles, clean, fab-
ric interior, AM/FM cassette,
hitch. $6,995. (432)263-4179.

2000 NISSAN XE Frontier
pickup, A/C, AM/FM CD player,
tinted windows, new battery.
84,000 miles. 5-speed. Runs
great! Call (432)466-1548

1612 BLUEBIRD. Owner Fi-
nancing. Buy for $277.00
month or Rent $375.00 month.
Call (432)264-9907.

4048 VICKY. Just like New - 3
bedroom, 2 bath, garage, fire-
place, in-ground pool. $80s.
Call (432)263-7653.

BY OWNER. Highland South.
4 bédroom, 2 bath, corner lot.
By appointment only, call
432-264-7053. Home warranty.
$110,000.

EAST OF Big Spring. 20 acres
44K, set up for mobile. $5,500.
down, assume $270. month.
No Credit . Check. Call
(817)312-6322.

FOR SALE By Owner: Owner
Financing Provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly. 2 Bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath. Fenced yard.
1505 South Johnson. Call Kelly
(432)425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 1321 Mulberry. Call Kelly
432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax_refund, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 1216 Ridgeroad. Call
Kelly 432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 500 1st St - Coahoma.
Call Kelly 432-425-9994.

NO DOWN Payment on 2 thru
6 Bedroom Brick Homes.
Owner Financing. Bad Credit
OK. We can adjust your
monthly payments to fit your
Budget. Call Maria
(432)263-3461.

Sporting Goods * Autos
Cookware * Furniture
Books * Accessories

...and more
Up 10
25 Words, 5 Days

*18.00 &

$3 00 for each

(Reg $26 75)

Come By
710 Scurry

2003 YAMAHA XV250R. Less
than 1000 miles on motorcycle.
$2,750.00. Call (432)267-7032.

FOR SALE, 1999 Ford Ex-
plorer. Excellent condition, new
tires and battery, power seats
and windows. $6,200. Call
Mike, work (432)263-7441,
home (432)756-2123.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Coahoma ISD intends to seek a
waiver concerning the prohibition
on the date of the first date of in-
struction for the 2005-2006 school
year. The waiver will request the
first day of instruction be Thursday,
August 11, 2005 rather than Mon-
day, August 22, 2005 as required
in statute. The district will hold a
public meeting on Thursday, Janu-
ary 6, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Ad-
ministration Building Board Room,
400 North Main Street, Coahoma,
Texas to receive public input on the
proposed school start date
#4419 December 20, 2004.

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Cash Is Always
A Nice Glft

Sell your unused items in the classifieds and
get more cash for gifts!

BIG SPRING HERALD

OR
¥ Emall to: classifieds@bigspringherald.com

Call
(432) 263-7331

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Mercury dusts off his
hands and says,
“Enough!” This process of
rehashing
and reéview-
ing is get-
ting old
already!
Yes, looking
back has a
purpose, but
it’s  about
time we fig-
ured out
what to do
with now. It
will take —
about three
weeks for Mercury to
come completely out of
the shadow, and this cre-
ates the illusion of time
stretching.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Put in the work
required, and you’ll
shine. Talent and
willpower are inextrica-
bly woven together. There
are no outstanding talents
who are not also outstand-
ingly disciplined when it
comes to honing their
craft.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You'll be blessed —
and then blessed again
and again and too
much of a good thing can
be bad for you, making
you feel overwhelmed. Be
judicious, and know when
to pass your bounty on to
the next person.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Because of your con-
tagious zest for life,
you’re the one who can
help that person with the
defeatist “been there,
done that” attitude. It's
lucky to extend an invite
and then take only “yes”
for an answer. '

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Growth is the word of
the day. Think of every-

HoLiDAY
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thing as alive — thoughts
are alive, energy is alive,
and love is alive. What'’s
alive requires breath and
food. Feed and oxygenate
your relationship with the
world.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Karma zings back in fast
motion — you’d have to
try hard not to get the
message. So now you
know what you are giving
by looking hard and long
at what has come back at
you. Make adjustments
accordingly.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You're holding out for
the one (job, person, dress
sale), and it’s worth the
wait. Except the word
“wait” is so passive,
implying you're twiddling
your thumbs until the
perfect situation arrives,
which, of course, you're
not!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Unconsciously, you're
looking for ways to
reward yourself for work
that feels, at the present
time, largely unrewarded.
While you're at it, you
may as well go for big
rewards instead of piddly
ones like snack food.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). The brimming excite-
ment of the season is get-
ting to you — you’re all
swept up and ready to
give, give, give. Or should
I say, spend, spend,
spend? You can do the
first without overdoing
the latter.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Someone seems
to have cast a spell on

you, as you're moving

through the day in an
enchanted haze. Then
again, this seeing reality
through a magical fog is
kind of nice! Enjoy it
while it lasts.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22--

Jan. Some people
resent being stuck
between a rock and a hard
place, but you wisely real-
ize ghat this wusually
means there’s nowhere to
go but up! Ask for a life-
line, and helicopter your
way out of a tough situa-
tion.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). Nothing breaks up
monotony like the warm
feelings you get around
good, solid people.
Sensational news on the
social front is featured —
when friends have some-
thing to celebrate, you
have do, too!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Life is like a jazz trio.
When you’re given the
opportunity to solo, play
your heart out! A shame-
less self-promoter has
something to teach you.
Take this lesson all the
way to the bank.

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: “I'm a Sagittarius
writing you from the
United Kingdom, where I
am studying abroad. I'm
an American, and my
family lives in Detroit.
Every Christmas, we have
a big get-together with all
the relatives in three
states, and because I did-
n’t have enough money to
fly home this year, TI'll
miss everything. I've
never felt so sad, and I
don’t know what I'm
going to do with myself
on Christmas.”

The bad news is that
you're not going to get
sympathy from the people
who are around you this
Christmas. And the good
news is, you're not going
to need it. You're a
Sagittarius! Spontaneous
plans that involve new
people and places are

19).

your life passion. In fact,
you may be idealizing the
get-together you had at
home last year. With the
sun leaving your sign this
week, you're now feeling
a bit sentimental and
sorry for yourself. Sure,
that gathering was great,
but it wasn’t perfect.
There was that sibling
quarrel, and then, you got
stuck in the deadly boring
conversation with your
blowhard uncle. I'm just
guessing. Get into the giv-
ing spirit now — make a
plan to deliver your gifts
onChristmas Day. One
thing leads to another,
and it could very well be
your best holiday yet.
CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Steven Spielberg’s
impressive body of work
continues to expand. This
year, Spielberg is direct-
ing a “War of the Worlds”
remake slated to come out
next year, and the film is
reportedly running up a

high price tag. But
Spielberg is a Jupiter-
ruled Sagittarius, —and

spending more money is
actually lucky for this
sign — like putting four
quarters into the slot
machine instead of one
and then hitting the jack-
pot.

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
£0 [0 www.creators.com
and click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2004 CREATORS SYN-
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Annie’s Mailbox -: Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: Yesterday,
“Gina,” my best friend of
27 years, accused me of
looking in her wallet
when she ran into her
house to get something
while I sat in her mini-

-van. I did not go through

her wallet. In fact, I never
even touched it.

[ swore to Gina that I
didn't do anything, but
she insists she saw me
looking at her driver's
license photo on the out-
side of her wallet. But,
Annie, she is mistaken. I
had my own wallet in my
lap and was looking
through it, sorting out my
receipts and cash. I'm
sure she saw mine and
thought it was hers. It
was flipped open and my
photo was visible. She
assumed it was her wallet
with the photo on the out-
side.

I never would do any-
thing to jeopardize our
friendship. How can 1
prove to Gina that I never
touched her things? I feel
as though our friendship
is ruined because of her

accusations. West
Lafayette, Ind.
Dear Indiana: A good

friend doesn’t assume the
worst about her pals, and
then accuse them of lying
when they offer a reason-
able explanation. Have
you done other things in
the past to make Gina sus-
pect you of snooping? Has
Gina accused -~iuers of
invadiug uer privacy? She
doesn’t sound completely
rational to us.

Since you value the
friendship, the easiest
way to remedy this is to
apologize without admit-
ting guilt: “Gina, I'm so
sorry you thought 1
looked in your wallet. |
would never intentionally
risk our friendship. You
mean too much to me."

Dear Annie: Recently,
our  beloved mother
passed away without leav-
ing a will. During the last
few years of her life, she
gave most of her prized
possessions to her chil-
dren and grandchildren
sd' she could watch us

KATHY MITCHELL
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enjoy them.

Mom also told us that
her home and remaining
possessions were to be left
to her youngest son, who
lived with her for the last
10 years. Those closest to
her have abided by her
wishes. However, one
granddaughter has called
repeatedly, asking about
the estate and wanting to
get her hands on the
items left to my brother.

My greedy niece has
done her homework and
is rubbing her hands raw
for her “share.” We
expect there will be a long
legal battle over this self-
ish girl’'s actions. We
stopped having holiday
dinners with the entire
family because of this
niece. Now we must deal
with a fight that would
have shamed and disgust-
ed her grandmother.

I hope this letter serves
to encourage anyone who
hasn’t written a will to do
so. You'd be surprised
what comes out of the
closet when people die. —
Disappointed in
Bakersfield, Calif.

Dear Bakersfield: Greed
can be a powerful motiva-
tor, but if this niece
received mementos from
her grandmother equal to
what other grandchildren
received, there’s no rea-
son for her to believe she
is entitled to more. Is
there anyone who can
explain to this misguided
soul that she is creating a
tremendous amount of ill-
will for what ultimately
may be very little gain?

No amount of money can
replace a loving family.

Dear Annie: 1 am a
retired widow, comfort-
ably fixed, not wealthy. In
the past year, I have
received six requests to
“sponsor” a student’s trip
somewhere. In all but one,
the trip was affiliated
with a ‘church. These stu-
dents were all distantly
related, or the grandchil-
dren of close friends, so
obviously, it is awkward
not to donate.

I believe these organiza-
tions are wrong to teach
students to beg so they
can go on an exotic trip.
They should be taught to
earn the extra money.
Please address this issue
in your column. — No
Name, No City

Dear No Name: Most
organizations require that
students have bake sales,
car washes, sell small
items or perform charita-
ble services in order to
raise money for trips.
There is a lot of pride in
working hard to reach a
goal. Those who don't
shouldn’'t be surprised
when the donations are
smaller or non-existent.

Dear Annie: My dad
died three years ago. Six
months ago, my mother
met a guy while she was
walking in the park. Mom
is 59, and “Joe"” is 13 years
younger and twice
divorced. At first we were
happy for her, but then
Joe became manipulative
and controlling.

Two months ago, Joe
moved in with Mom and
suddenly quit his job. Joe
said it was just tempo-
rary, but now he drives
Mom's new Mercedes and
screens her calls, and she
rarely sees her old friends
anymore. Also, she some-
how never gets anyone’s
messages on her answer-
ing machine.

My sister and I meet
Mom for lunch every two
weeks, and if we say any-
thing about Joe, she

‘becomes very defensive.

Honestly, we think he is
using her and has no
intention of moving out of

her place or getting anoth-
er job. We are very wor-
ried that she might marry
this man. He has pro-
posed to her twice. but so
far she's declined.

Mom owns her new
house, two cars and has a
very nice income from
Dad’s retirement fund,
plus a healthy portfolio
from good investments
made before he died.

Annie, we want Mom to
be happy, but we are ter-
ribly concerned that she
will marry this guy and
get taken to the cleaners.
Do we Kkeep quiet and
pray for the best? Our
intuition tells us some-
thing is really wrong with
this picture. Bad
Feelings in Georgia

Dear Georgia: Your intu-
ition sounds solid to us.
You cannot prevent your
mother from making a
mistake if she is deter-
mined to do so. However,
since you see Mom regu-
larly, you still have the
opportunity to influence
her. Say only nice things
about Joe, but mention
you are concerned that
she doesn’t respond to the
messages you leave on
her answering machine.
You also might tell her
she could allay your fears
about Joe’'s motives if she
puts her money in trust,
proving that he is not
interested in her fortune.
If she becomes angry or
defensive, apologize. And
see if you can meet her
for lunch more often. This
situation bears watching.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to. Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find ot more
about Annie’s Mailbox,
ond rond features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at wwuw.creators.com.
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“Is it too late to ask Santa to bring

me a baby sister?”
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In History

By the Associated Press

In 1963, the Berlin Wall
was opened for the first
time to West Berliners, who
were allowed one-day visits
to relatives in the Eastern

fire.
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