. BIG
SPRING

COPYRIGHT 2005

FRIDAY

February 25, 2005

WEATHER
Tonight:

TONIGHT TOMORROW
34°36° 54°56°

BRIEFLY

Senior driving
course offered -

A senior citizen dri-
ver safety course will
be taught at the Big
Spring Senior Center
March 2-3.

The course will
begin at 9:30 a.m. and
end at 2 p.m. each day
with a half-our lunch
break.

There is a $10 fee for
books. Most auto :
insurance companies
give a discount on
insurance premiums
when the course is
completed. To register,
call the Senior Center
at 267-1628. Class size
is limited to 35.

The course is the
nation’s first and -
largest classroom
refresher for motorists
age 50 and older. It
deals with the physical
changes of the mature
diver and identifies
ways that such drivers
may compensate for
those changes.

Benefit cook-off
set for FHS band

A benefit barbecue.
cook-off for the Forsan
band trip to
Washington D.C. is set
for March 12 at 703 W.
Third. Categories are °
brisket, pork ribs,
chicken halves,
sausage and jackpot
beans.

Cooking will begm
early that morning
and judging will be at
1 p.m. Dining begins
at 1 p.m. also.

Registration is $10
per category and plates
are $5 per person.
Cooks may register
now by calling 263-
6862.

The event is spon-
sored by the Fraternal
Order of Eagles Aerie
No. 3188, the American
legion Post 506, the
Permian Basin
Chapter of the :
Cossacks MC and the
Big Spring Bass Club.
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Big Sky — Big Heart — Big Spring
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U.S. Congressman Randy Neugebauer, R-Lubbock, brought
area residents up to speed on the cuirent efforts to adopt a
new federal Transportation Bill during a special presenta-

tion Thursday morning.

Q U.S. Rep. Randy
Neugebauer discusses
the Transportation Bill,
Page 3A.

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

Officials with the Ports-
to-Plains Trade Corridor
Coalition took. time to
update local residents on
the groups efforts
Thursday morning, and
while a great deal of
progress has been made

50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 WEEKEND

Progress on Ports-to-Plains
going well but long road ahead

in the past year, there's
still a very long road
ahead.

“The corridor is about
1,400 miles long,” said
Michael Reeves, president
of the Ports-to-Plains
Coalition. “We found -out
during the planning
stages that the good thing
about it is 511 miles of it
is already four- to six-lane
divided highways. It's
important. to have as
much of it already in
place, because that’s less
we have to'do to build the

SPEEDY REPAIRS

A traffic accident at the

intersection of FM 700 and

Goliad at 8:05 p.m. Thursday

 forced TXU employees to

work on these electrical
lines while they were still
“hot.” According to police
officials on the scene, the
pole was sheared off approx-
imately 3 feet from the
ground after a pickup ran a

" stop sign at the intersection

of Goliad and the FM 700 S.
Service Road. The truck hit
the pole and rolled once,
coming to a stop in the
empty field southeast of the
intersection. TXU employees
worked for several hours to
erect a new pole for the
lines, which provide electrici-
ty for the warning lights on
several towers located on
South Mountain. The driver

of the pickup was transport-

ed to the emergency room
at Scenic Mountain Medical
Center in what emergency
officials described as serious

condition.
HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

corridor.

“Another 137 miles are

currently under construc-
tion or design, so that
puts us about halfway
where we need to go in
expanding these roads to
at least four-lane divided
highways. There are also
15 reliever routes planned
for the corridor, one of
which will be right here
in Big Spring. The reliev-
er routes make up about

. 113 miles.”

See ROUTE, Page 3A

Encore!

Symphony.set
for performance
Saturday night

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Saturday’s performance
of the Big . Spring
Symphony provides
Conductor Keith
Mty Graumann an

opportunity to

do more than

B just have the

orchestra strut

Fl its stuff, musi-

cally speaking.

It will also

be a reunion of

Graumann gorts as

Graumann

and the symphony team

with piano .. soloist

Cynthia Bauhof-Williams

in “An Encore

Performance” at 8 p.m. in

the Municipal
Auditorium.

See ENCORE, Page 3A

Recent rainfall ben‘éfits O.H. Ivie Reservoir

Special to the Herald

Recent rainfall and the promise

“With each rain episode, we seem to be gettmg
better inflows. That ingicates the watershed is in

week, most of it benefitting the
Ivie Reservoir.
Just a few miles upriver, the

«0f-mere is producimg~peositive:

gesults for at least two Colorado

:)R;lkver Mtmicipal Water District
es

+ San Angelo recelvea about 0.7

rinches of ramfall over two days

‘and higher agpounts fell across

the Colorado? River and Elm

Creek watersheds *The result .

was good inflows for the
CRMWD, particularly at the Ivie
".Reservoir, which was up 1.5 ver-
tical feet and still rising

better shape than we have seen for much of the

last 10 years...

John Grant CRMWD genera! manager

A thunderstorm formed near
San Angelo Tuesday and moved
northeast, producing 1.5 inches
of rain at and near the O.H. Ivie
Reservoir. A second storm
formed Wednesday and dropped
about 0.4 inches of rainfall at Ivie
and more over the Elm Creek

area. Much of the rain fell over
areas without official reporting
stations. However, the National
Weather Service uses radar to
estimate weekly rainfall and it
indicated that more than 4 inch-
es of rain fell in southern
Runnels County over the past

-acre-feet.

E.V. Spence Reservoir received
only a few hundred acre-feet of
water from these storms but the
Ivie Reservoir has gained 15,000
Thursday morning,
with both Elm Creek and the
Colorado River at Ballinger still
rising, the reservoir held 253,800
acre-feet of stored water, or
almost 46 percent of capacity.
This is its highest level since
March 2002.

See CRMWD, Page 3A

¢ plane disappeare§
«'northern Italy in 34. His

Thursday.

dnternet'provides key
to finding downed
wwil pllot S remains

By STEVE REAGAN '
Staff Writer

The Internet has been
described as both a bless-
ing and a curse. For
author Diana Thompson
Dale, it provided a gate-
way to solving a 56-year-
old mystery.

Dale’s uncle, Billy
Wisner, was a pilot in the

- U.S:  Army_Air Corps
when his P-38 . fighter
@ over

family's quest to discover

his gfate resulted in the

‘book, “Finding Bﬂly An

. Internet Odyssey. which
# discussed at a lun-

... at Hangar 25

m_whilé he was per-
bomber escort
dm over the Italian Alps

f%

in October 1944. Debris
struck his aircraft, caus:
ing it to crash, Dale said.

What followed was more
than a half-century of
frustration for Wisner’s
family, as they struggled
to find out what happened
to the lost airman.

Dale estimates that
Wisner’s mother — her
grandmother — wrote “at
least 350 letters” to vari-
ous agencies and individ-
uals for information,
before finally giving up
her search.

“My grandmother used
to tell me about him. She
said I even looked like
him,” Dale said. “Like I
wrote in the book, she
imprinted her loss onto

... S0 I told myself I
would find out what hap-

See BILLY, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

“Finding Billy” author Dluu‘l’hompoonbalo left, and her husband, Jack Dale, center, talk
mmmmwuuammnumzsmnmmm
Ms. Dale spoke as part of Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Lunch and Learn program. ’
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Obituaries

“Fr. Tom Kelley

The Roman Catholic Diocese of San
Angelo, and specifically the Roman
Catholic Church of Our Lady of San

4 priest after a valiant battle with cancer.
- q The Rev. Thomas (Tom) Kelley went to
% | be in the bosom of the Lord from the
Midland Memorial Hospital in Midland
Feb. 21, 2005.

Fr. Tom was born in Titusville, Penn.,
Jan. 8, 1943, as the only son of DeAnna
Heher Kelley and Spicer C. Kelley, who had two
daughters. He attended the Cathedral Preparatory
H.S., St. Mark Seminary H.S, and Gannon University
all in Erie; the St. Bonaventure University and Christ
the King-Seminary in Olean, N.Y., and the North
American College in Rome, Italy.

He was ordained Dec. 21, 1967, at St. Peter’s Basilica
in Rome, Italy. He received a degree in theology from
the Gregorian University in Rome, and a master’s
degree in education from Edlnboro University in
Edinboro, Penn. -

The following are Fr. Tom'’s assignments prior to the
Bishop of Erie agreeing to send Fr. Tom to the Diocese
of San Angelo: from 1968 to 1972, he was a parochial
vicar at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie; from 1972 to 1985,
he served as faculty member, principal, vice-rector
and finally rector of St. Mark Seminary in Erie; from
1985 to 1989, he returned to the North American
College in Rome, Italy and served as the academic
dean; from 1989 to 1990, he was the administrator of St.
Michael parish in Greenville. Penn., and then served
as pastor from 1990 to 1994.

The Bishop of Erie then sent Fr. Tom to the San
Angelo Diocese for a six-month period July 5, 1994. He
was officially attached — incardinated — to the
Diocese of San Angelo Feb. 1, 2001.

His many assignments within the Diocese of San
Angelo follow: his first assignment was as Parochial
Vicar at St. Agnes and St. Joseph Churches in Fort
Stockton, St. James Church in Sanderson, St. Isidore
Mission 'in Coyanosa and Our Lady of Lourdes
Mission in Imperial; Sept. 6, 1994, he became the pas-
tor of St. Agnes in Fort Stockton and the St. Isidore
" Mission in Coyanosa and Our Lady of Lourdes
Mission in Imperial; Feb. 11, 1995, Fr. Tom received

permission from the Bishop-in Erie to remain in the
- San Angelo Diocese for another year, beginning Jan. 5,
1995; Oct. 10, 1995, the Bishop of Erie told Fr. Tom to
return to Erie after Dec. 5, 1995; Nov. 11, 1996, he
received permission from the Erie Diocese to return to
the San Angelo Diocese for three years, effective Jan.
2, 1997; and on that date he was assigned as parochial
administrator of Our Lady of San Juan Church in
Midland; Feb. 1, 2001, Fr. Tom was incardinated into
the San Angelo Diocese; Aug. 8, 2003, he was assigned
as pastor of Our Lady of San Juan, where he served

ntil his death, became the director of Deaconate and
guided 30 men of the Diocese untll they were ordamed
as deacons of the church.
idAug. 28, 2003, Bishep Pfeifer assigned Fr. 4‘1‘0m as
dean of the Midland/Odessa Deanery.

Throughout his priestly vocation, Fr. Tom was a
member of the following boards and committees:
Continuing Education of Diocesan Priests, Ethics
Committee of Greenville Regional Hospital, president
of the Association of Eastern Region of College
Seminaries, Papal Evaluation Team of American
Seminaries, Priestly Formation Committee of the
National Bishop’s Conference, the Seminary Board of
the National Catholic Education Association, the
Diocesan Priests’ Senate and Personnel Board.

Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, will be the main cel-
ebrant of the Funeral Mass at 10:30 a.m. today, Feb. 25,
2005, at Our Lady of San Juan Church. The Rev.
Joseph D. Wolf will deliver the homily. Burial will
immediately follow the funeral Mass in Resthaven
Cemetery in Midland.

Fr. Tom’s mother, DeAnna Heher Kelley, died Jan.
11, 2003, and his father, Spicer C. Kelley, died March
27, 2003.

He is survived by his two sisters, Mrs. Susan Dixon
and husband, Kenneth of Dyer, Ind.; and Mrs. Mary
Margaret Gupta and her husband, B.D. of Swampscott,
Maine. Fr. Tom is also survived by numerous nieces
and nephews.

Final arrangements are being done by the Pipkin
Funeral Home in Midland.

“Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the

kingdom of God.”
Paid obituary

Tommy C. White

Tommy C. White, 60, of Coahoma died Wednesday,
Feb. 23, 2005, at his residence. Graveside funeral ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26, 2005, at
Mount Olive Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. until 7
p.m. today at the funeral home.

He was born April 19, 1944, in Big Spring and mar-
ried Lois Henderson July 23, 1966, in Las Vegas, Nev.
He retired from Fina after 13 years of service, had
served in the United States Army during the Korean
Conflict. He was a Baptist.

Survivors include his wife, Lois White of Coahoma;
two sons, James White of Frisco and Tommy R. White
of Big Spring; three daughters, Melissa Sharp of Big
Spring, Liz Adamson of Coahoma and Lisa Herrington
of Big Lake; five brothers, Johnny White and Rommy
White, both of Brownwood, James White, Vernon
White and Roland White, all of Big Spring; four sis-
ters, Serena Currier of Liberty City, Judy Mann of Big
Spring, DeeDee King of Coahoma 4nd Ginger Gossett
of Colorado City; 11 grgndchildren; and numerous
nieces and hephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, two broth-
ers and a granddaughter.

. The family suggests memorials be made to the

Gideon's International, P.O. Box 133, Big Spring 79721-

0133. ;

; ts under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring.Online condolences can be . made at

WWW. npwnlch com. °
. Paid obituary

Juan in Midland, lost a most beloved -

‘Mary Nellie Allen

. Mary Nellie Allen, 78, of Big Spring
died Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2005, in a local
hospital. Memorial services are 4 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 26, 2005, at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with
the Rev. Byron Brown, pastor of the
Community of Hope Church of the
Nazarene, officiating.

She was born April 14, 1926, in Russell
County, Ky., to Frank and Mary Hare.
She married William Allen Feb. 23,
1957, in Tunica County, Miss., and he preceded her in
death May 14, 1989. She had lived in Big Spring since
the 1980s and she was a Christian.

Survivors include a son and daughter-in-law, Robert
and Rosie Stapp of Big Spring; a sister, Elizabeth
Rooks of Columbia, Ky.; a brother, Elva Hare of Rustle
Springs, Ky.; five grandchildren; and 14 great-grand-
children.

She also was preceded in death by one son, William
Stapp; her parents; one sister, Adda Withers; and one
brother, Alva Hare.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &

Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Virginia May Smith

Virginia May Smith, 77, of Snyder, died Thursday,
Feb. 24, 2005, at Cogdell Memorial Hospital. Services
are 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26, 2005, at Bell-Cypert Seale
Chapel. Burial will be at Hillside Memorial Gardens in
Snyder. -

She was born April 3, 1927, in Scurry County and
married A.P. Smith Dec. 2, 1945. He preceded her in
death Jan. 17, 2005. She was a member of East Side
Church of Christ in Snyder and had lived in Snyder
since 1945. :

She also was preceded in death by one son, John
Lynn Smith, one sister, Fannie Rachael Due and one
brother, Raymond Richard Brunkhurst.

She is survived by her daughters and sons-in-law,
Gloria Jean and Dennis Watson of Big Spring and Jo
Ann and Tim Mitchell of Fort Worth; her sons and
daughters-in-law, Charles “Butch” and Jean Smith of
Carlsbad, N.M., Curtis and Marilyn Smith and Terry
and Billie Smith, all of Benicia, Calif., and Tommy and
Cheryl Smith of Fairfield, Calif.; an adopted son and
his wife, Brent and Mary Jo Shafer of Ira; three broth-
ers, Ray and Jerry Brunkhurst and Bob Meese, all of
Oklahoma City; two sisters, Evelyn Anderson of
Washington and Stella Fredricks of Oregon; 24 grand-
children; and 46 great-grandchildren.

Arrangements are under the direction of Bell- -Cypert-
Seale Funeral Home in Snyder.

Rodger Darrell Mize

“Rodger. Darrell Mize, 41, of Big Spring died

V-,Thu ,Qay,,,k‘e lﬁ&al 5, at his residence. His services |

are pendmg wit ey-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home
& Crematory of Big Spring. .

Weather

Tonight...Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of rain.
Lows in the Mid 30s. Northeast winds 10 to 15 mph.
Saturday...Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent chance of
rain. Highs In the lower 50s. Light and variable winds
becoming east around 10 mph in the afternoon.
Saturday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20" percent
chance of rain. Lows in the mid 30s. Southeast winds
around 10 mph.
Sunday...Mostly cloudy with isolated showers. Highs
in the upper 50s. South winds around 10 mph.
Sunday night...Mostly cloudy. Isolated showers.
Lows in the Lower 30s. _
Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs around 60.
Monday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 30s.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Tuesday night...Partly cloody. Lows-in the mid 30s.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.

Lottery

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Thursday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 5-11-22-23. Bonus Ball: 22.

Estimated jackpot for Monday night drawing:
szmymx).

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 15-16-34-35-36.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Friday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-4-9
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Pollce blotter

'I‘he Big Spring Police Deparﬁnent reported the fol
lowing activity between 8 a.m. '!‘hursday and 8 a.m.
today: -

« AGUSTIN FIERRO JR., 38, of 106 E. 24th Street,
was arrested Thursday on charges of driving while
intoxicated - third offense, no liability insurance and
no driver’s license.

» THEFT was reported in the 2300 block of Wasson
Road.

. UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 1500

block of E. 11th Street. '

» ASSAULT/CLASS C; was reported in the 1000 |

block of Main Street.

« AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported in the 100 block of Third
Street.

Sheriff’s report.

The Howard County Sheritf’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

* ERIK PAUL WAYNE QUALLS, 39, was arrested
Thursday by the HCSO on charges of criminal tres-
pass of a habitation and criminal mischief.

« JONATHAN ALCANTAR, 21, was transferred to
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while license suspended.

* VICTOR FLORES JR., 22, was transferred to the

county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of .

assault with intent to cause bodily injury/family vio-
lence.

« NAKITHA LAQUITHA WEST, 18, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on
charges of failure to identify as a fugitive from justice
and intentionally giving false information.

« UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 3000
block of S. Anderson Road.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 200
block-of Refinery Road.

| Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow-
ing activity:

* MEDICAL was reported near the intersection of
Highway 350 and County Road 53 at 8:08 a.m.
Thursday. One person was transported to SMMC.

» MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of

Donley at 8:58 a.m. Thursday. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

» MEDICAL was reported in the 3900 block of Rice
at 10:36 a.m. Thursday. One person was transported to

SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of E. 11th
Place at 10:28 a.m. Thursday. Service was refused.

¢« MEDICAL was reported in the 8900 block of N.
nghway 350 at 12:52 p.m. Thursday. One person was

fx.ans rﬁd’& %V‘ fedical Ceriter.,

edmﬂniuoobi ckid

. TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter-
section of FM 700 and Goliad at 8:04 p.m. Thursday.
Two people was transported to SMMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter-
section of FM 700 and Virginia at 9:26 p.m. Thursday.
Two people was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of E. 19th
Street at 12:39 a.m. Thursday. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3000 block of S.
Anderson Road at 9:02 p.m. Thursday. Service was
refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of
Cherokee at 8:16 p.m. Thursday. One person was
transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of
Westover Road at 5:15 a.m. Thursday. One person was
transported to SMMC. :

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87 at 7:11 a.m. Thursday. One person was
transported to the VA Medical Center.

Take note

Q VFW POST No. 2013 ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER
is set for 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. Saturday at the post, 500
Driver Road. Dinner, including chili, beans, corn-
bread and desert, is $6 for adults and $3 for children
under 12. Open to the public. Call 393-5715 for more
information.

LIFE AFTER LOSS

In conjunction with the American Cancer Society

Free Grief Support Group
Six Consecutive Thursday Nights

March 3rd tru April 7th
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. v
L __________]
Weekly Topics:
t What to Expect
t The Process of Grief
t Living with Memories
t Needs When You Are Grieving &
t Honoring Special Occasions
t What Now?

111 E. 7th Street, Ste. A
Space is Limited-Registration Required
Closed After Second Session
264-7597
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Neugebauer hopes to see transportation bill pass this year

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer
As a new federal

Transportation Bill remains in
limbo on Capital Hill, U.S.
Congressman Randy
Neugebauer, R-Lubbock, said
he and his colleagues hope to
see the bill completéd this year
— maybe.

“We are hopeful that we will
get a transportation bill this
year,” said Neugebauer, who
spoke Thursday during an
update meeting on the Ports to
Plains Corridor, one of the
many Texas transportation pro-
jects that will be directly effect-
ed by the bill. “We were hopeful
last year. I think things are
materializing in Congress and
we had some changes in the
House and the Senate. Some of
the folks that had been
obstructing the transportation
project didn’t get to come back.

“We're hoping as we move
forward, particularly on the
Senate side, to make sure we do
as much negotiating as we can

to make sure we get this bill
passed in the House and the
Senate, so we can pass a bill
that makes sense.”

Neugebauer said last year’s
failed bill was a result of two
different arms of the govern-
ment with two different ideas
on what direction the bill
should take.

“Last year we passed a bill in

the House and the Senate. They

were pretty far apart and we
were never able to get both
sides to agree,” said
Neugebauer. “The White House
had a dog in that fight, and you
have the House and the Senate,

and it was just difficult to get..

all the parties to agree to that.
As a result of that, we extended
the current transportation bill
until May of this year. This one
won'’t be a six-year bill. Instead,
it will be a five-year bill.”

One of the key arguments

between the three entities was
the overall cost of the bill, and
according to Neugebauer, that
may be a hurdle that’s soon

behind them.

“We're hopeful the number
that’s being Rieked around
right now is about a $284 billion
bill,” said Neugebauer. “This is
a number the White House has
signed off on and I think the
House leadership has signed off
on. I think we’'re working to get
the Senate to sign off on that as
well.

“They’ve always had a larger
number in mind, and we would
all like a larger number — the
problem is we don’t have the
revenues to do that without
going into the general fund, and
that creates either additional
deficit or you have to find a
way to finance it. And I believe
the consensus right now is
that’s not a direction we need to
move in.”

Speculating on the outcome of
the bill in the U.S. House of
Representatives, Neugebauer
said he expects to see it hit the
floor sometime in March.

“1 think the House
Transportation Committee is

going to mark up their bill, and
I think that bill is going to look
a Jot like the bill we had on the
table last year ... I think we
could actually see the trans-
portation bill on the House
floor by the first or second
week in March. Once it gets out
of the House that will put the
ball in the Senate’s court, and
hopefully we can get them to go
to work on it pretty quickly.”

While from a distance it may
appear the bill is coming
together, Neugebauer said there
are still serious negotiations
going on concerning the return
rate for Texas — the percentage
of funds Texas is getting back
from the federal government
compared to what the state is
chipping in.

“One of the points that is still
being ironed out right now is
the number,” Neugebauer.
“And I think they’re getting

-close on what the number
should be ... Texas has certain-
ly always had a tremendous
interest in that because we're a

major donor to the process. So
the amount of money we are
able to get back and put into
Texas projects is of tremendous
interest to us. Some people are -
still arguing over 2 to 3 percent.
Well, when you talk about
whether Texas gets 89 percent
or 92 percent, we're talking
about lots of money.

“We want to make sure that
as we work on this transporta-
tion bill we don’t negotiate
away the return for Texas.
Because even if you make it
bigger, if you don’t address that
transportation return number
for Texas you really don’t us
accomplish a lot of the goals
we're trying' to accomplish.
Personally, I think we’ll see a
number around 92 or 93 per-
cent. I think the ability to nego-
tiate a full 95 percent return for
Texas is going to be extremely
difficult.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at
citydesk@bigspringherald.com
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Continued from Page 1A

Reeves said the corridor
is still approximately 30
years from completion,
and will carry a very
hefty price tag.

“One of the things peo-
ple ask me most often is
how much will it cost,”
said Reeves. “We just
completed a study con-
ducted by all four states
involved in the corridor
and came up with a total
cost of about $2.8 billion.
That’s to fund.the entire
project.

“Most of that is for
expansion and reliever
routes — about $2.6 bil-
lion. Also included is
about $10 million for rail-
road crossings, which are
very important to safety,
and $47 million for the
ITS (Intelligent
Transportation Systems),
which includes computer-
ized road signs and things
like that.”

One of the topics draw-
ing the greatest amount of
attention during
Thursday’s town hall

meeting was the reliever
route planned for the west

side of Big Spring.
“Reliever routes can be
controversial,” said

Reeves. “What we like to
do is work with TxDOT
and help the community
get in on the planning of
those reliever routes to
maximize the benefits
from them. You don’t
want to cut off the town
from everything.
However, you want to
make sure you have a
safe environment in the
community.

“Folks in Lamar, Colo.,
are a great example of
that. They're flooded with
truck traffic running
right through the middle
of Main Street in down-
town Lamar. You have a
hard time opening your
car door on Main Street to
go in the shops because of
all the truck traffic.”

Blair W. Haynie, direc-
tor of transportation plan-
ning and development for
TxDOT’s Abilene District,
said the Big Spring reliev-
er route project will be
broken into six projects.

“The first project will be
to build a 4-lane divided

highway from U.S. 87 to
south Interstate Highway
20,” said Haynie. “This
will be the southwest por-
tion of the route. There
will be a key intersection
at the southern end at
Highway 87, and there
will be a diamond inter-
change at Interstate 20.
The cost of this will be $30
million with the cost of
the right-of-way $2.7 mil-
lion.”

Haynie went on:- to
explain the remaining
projects, which will place
key intersections in and
around Big- Spring.
However, the time frame
is anything but an exact
science. i

“The schematics are
currently 75 percent com-
plete,” said -Haynie. “So
TxDOT is moving along
fairly well with the plans
for here in Big Spring.
We're definitely making
progress.

“We’ll have to .go
through a standard bid-
ding phase, but we're still
a ways away from the
construction phase of the
project. We still have to
purchase right of way and
go through the entire plan

BILLY

Continued from Page 1A

pened to him.”

The Internet proved to
be the key to finally
unlocking the mystery to
locating Wisner, Dale
said.

A former squadronmate
of her uncle helped obtain
an Individual Deceased

' Personnel File, an Army

document that included
pertinent information on
the details — including
location and dates — sur-
rounding Wisner’s crash.

From there, she said it

was a matter of enlisting
the aid of Army veterans,
Italian journalists and
other interested parties to
compile enough informa-
tion on the whereabouts
of Wisner’s remains to
convince U.S. Mortuary
Affairs officials to con-
duct a search in northern

Italy that eventually
resulted in the location of
the crash site and final
resting spot of Wisner’s
remains.

Compared to a half-cen-
tury of silence, the speed
in which the search
ended was almost shock-
ing, Dale conceded.

“The core search ... took
four months,” she said.
“This is after 56 years of
knowing nothing.”’

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

ENCORE

Continued from Page 1A

Tickets are $10 for
adults, $8 for seniors and
$5 for students, and will
be available at the door.

Graumann and Bauhof-
Williams taught together
at Brazosport College, and
he said he is looking for-
ward to working again
with the pianist.

“She’s a a good friend of
mine,” Graumann said.
“We collaborated a lot in
those days, and this is the
first time since then that
we’ve worked together, so
I'm very excited about
that.”

Bauhof-Williams will
perform Grieg’'s Piano
Concerto during the sec-
ond half of Saturday
night’s performance. The

first half will feature the

symphony performing a
variety of music styles,
Graumann said.

Graumann said the sym-
phony will begin its per-
formance with a “spectac-
ular opening” —
Beethoven'’s Egmont
Overture — then follows
that with the somewhat-
melancholy Adagio for
Strings” by Samuel
Barber.

“It’s beautiful, yet sad,”
Graumann said of
Barber’s piece. “It was
played at the funerals of
presidents Roosevelt and
Kennedy.”

The orchestra will then
liven things up with
Mussorgsky’s “Night on
Bald Mountain,” one of
the many classical pieces
featured in Disney’s ani-

mated masterpiece,
“Fantasia,” Graumann
said.

CRMWD

Continued from Page 1A

For years, the district
has seen poor inflows
even when rains did fall
soils were
parched and streams and
draws were clogged with
vegetation. During 2004,
above average rainfall
and several big rains
helped to soak the soils
and clear the waterways.

“With each rain

episode, we seem to be
getting better inflows,”
said John Grant, CRMWD
general manager. “That
indicates the \vatershed is
in better shape than we
have seen for much of the
last 10 years and it gives
us good reason for opti-
mism. Some normal
spring storms across
West Texas could really
improve our water supply
situation.”

The forecast calls for
continued rain through-
out the weekend.

The symphony con-
cludes the first half of the
performance with “Land
of the Mountain and the
Flood,” by Hamish
MacCun.

Graumann said the per-
formance, aside from

being a reunion with a
colleague, will also be a
special “thank you” to
those who have supported
the symphony in the past.

“We're grateful to the
generous donors who
make our symphony a

<

Bassett - Grove Park

3 Bureaus

LIST - *1559” - SALE - *779* FINAL CLOSEOUT: '599*

3 Mirror

LIST - '519 - SALE - *259% FINAL CLOSEOUT: '215*

Compiete Gallery
1 Full/Queen Bed

LIST - *1419™ - SALE - *709% FINAL CLOSEOUT: '569*

3 Night Stands

LIST - *734% - SALE - ‘349" FINAL CLOSEOUT: 295"

1 Sweater Chest

LIST - *1249° - SALE - *624* FINAL CLOSEOUT: *499"

1 - 5-Drawer Chest

LIST - '1384° - SALE - '655* FINAL CLOSEOUT: '530*

2309 Scurrny

New Collection Of

Home Decor & Kitchen Ware
Available for Bridal Selections

reality,” Graumann said.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

and develop process. I'd
say we're approximately
10 to 20 years away from
completion. of the Big
Spring reliever route.”

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

John W. Birdwell, Sr.,
67, died Tuesday.
Funeral services were at
11:00 AM Friday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park.

401 S. Main 263-7480
Movie Hot Line: 263-2479
For Showtimes For Friday
Admission Adults: DLP $7.00
Child, Senior & Matinee: $4.00

jon Children: DLP $5.0¢

Daily: 7:10, 9:20
Sat. & Sun. 4:40, 7:10, 9:20
*PASS RESTRICTED
" nizbigspring.com
nma >

CINEMA 4

*Cursed (PG-13) _

Mon.-Thurs.: 5:00 & 7:30
Fri.: 5:00, 7:30 & 9:40
Sat.: 2:30, 5:00, 7
Sun.: 2:30, 5:

Sat.: 2:10, 4:30, 7:00 &
Sun.: 2:10, 430 & 7

Coach Carter (PG-13)
Mon.-Thurs.: 4:40 & 7:20
Fri.: 2:00, 4:40 & 7:20
Sat. & Sun.: 2:00, 4:40 & 7:20

ADULTS: $6.00
$4.00 ALL MATINEES,
CHILDREN & SENIOR CITIZENS

*PASS RESTRICTED
ritzbigspring.com

11722

Elrod’s

Biqg Spring’s Oldest, Larqgest, Finest Farniture Storce

*Dresser, Mirror
5 Drawer Chest
Queen Bed w/Headboard,
Footboard & Rails
LIST - $2.866
SALE - $1.886

FINAL COST "1056

SOLD ASCOMPLLae st

*Photo for lllustration purpose only

207-8491
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.’}

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Beard of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Our VIEWS

We salute:

Each week, the Herald salutes individuals
and groups from our community and area
who have been recognized for special achieve-
ments or accomplishments.

We recognize these special people for working
to help make our region a better place to live,
work and play :

This week we salute:

* The Eagles Lodge and all of the groups and
individuals supporting the Vietnam Memorial
Committee fund-raiser to support the Big Spring
Vietnam Memorial grounds.

« Howard College dental hygiene students on
another well-run Children’s Dental Health Fair.

 Patti Meeks, who is retiring after almost 23
years as secretary to the warden at the Federal
Correctional Institution — Big Spring.

* The Howard College Drama Department, for

its presentation of “The Phoenix .Dimension,”

which continues today, Friday and Monday at 8
p.m. and 2 p.m. Sunday in the college Practical
Arts Building.

-

Is there an individual or organization in our

community that you feel should be saluted? If so,

Mob rule in academia: Summers’ plight

arvard president

Lawrence H. Summers

apologized yet again at a

meeting with Harvard
professors Tuesday for remarks he
made some five weeks ago about
the lack of substantial “presence
of women in high-end
scientific profes-
sions.”

I can’t believe I am
even writing this col-
umn. The furor
should have died
down weeks ago, but
thanks to a fiercely
intolerant streak in
most Harvard profes-
sors (who were
emboldened by
Summers’ propensity
to self-immolate), the smm———
controversy lives on
as a mob of angry academics tries
to run Summers out of Cambridge.

Where did Summers err? To
start with, he concentrated on the
wrong gender. If, for example,
Summers had said that men are
less likely to play the role of pri-
mary caregiver in the home, say,
because men tend to be less nur-
turing than women, academia
would have applauded his insight.
There would be no charges of sex-
ism, as sexism against men is no
problem in the Ivy League.

Summers’ next mistake was to
be male. In his infamous speech to
the National Bureau of Economic
Research, Summers noted that
women often don’t want to work
the hours needed to get to the top
and that girls are “socialized
toward nursing” while boys are
“socialized toward building
bridges.” The quote that killed
him: “In the special case of sci-
ence and engineering, there are

issues of intrinsic aptitude, and
particularly of the variability of
aptitude, and that those considera-
tions are reinforced by what are,
in fact, lesser factors involving
socialization and continuing dis-
crimination.”

DEBRA
SAUNDERS

Women say — or imply — the
same thing all the time. They
demand work schedules that are
friendly to mothers. They observe
that women excel in social and
verbal arenas — and that’s no big-
gie. But when a man says about
women what women say about
women, it can be career-ending
offense. p

Summers’ third mistake was that

he did not treat women badly.
Take Summer’s’ old boss, Bill
Clinton, who was able to date
while married, as his top female
staffers (who considered them-
selves feminists) strove to protect
him from nubile workers. In this
politically correct era, words
speak louder than actions: You
can act like a sexist cad, but you
can’t talk as if you think a sexist
cad conceivably might have a
point.

Summers’ fourth mistake was
that he was reasonable. Before his
remarks on women in science,
Summers noted that he might be
wrong and that he didn’t think it
was right that there were differ-
ences in gender socialization.

If Summers sounded like a
deranged, uneducated misan-
thrope, however, Harvard Yard
would be filled with protesters cit-
ing the need for — all bow —
“academic freedom.” As it is, rare
voices, such as that of law profes-
sor Alan Dershowitz, have
invoked academic freedom in
Summers’ defense. But
Dershowitz’s take is by no means

universal. A Harvard Crimson poll

of the university’s Arts and
Letters faculty found that a dis-
graceful 32 percent of respondents
said Summers should resign,
while 55 percent said he should
not. ‘

Meanwhile, the “academic free-
dom” lobby has mobilized in sup-
port of University of Colorado,
Boulder, ethnic studies professor
Ward Churchill, who wrote a
piece that called the Sept. 11 vic-
tims “little Eichmanns inhabiting
the sterile sanctuary of the Twin
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Towers.” Churchill later tried to
excuse the piece by explaining
that he was targeting “people who
function in investment and bro-
kerage and trading capacity”
because their activities lead to
mass misery and death in the
Third World.

Apparently, you don’t have to be
even remotely academic to hide
behind academic freedom.

Or could it be that academic
freedom only works for those on
the left or the far left? Summers
already had won ill will among
Harvard’s left for opposing univer-
sity divestment from Israel, for
questioning the academic perfor-
mance of African American pro-
fessor Cornel West (who split for
Princeton) and for supporting a
return of the ROTC on campus.

Academic freedom for members
of the military? — I guess that
would be taking academic freedom
too far. After all, it would be
wrong for academia to treat
reserve officers — the men and
women who protect this country
— as equals. No, the ivory tower
is too special for that.

Then, after banning the ROTC,
Harvard profs whined that
Summers is “dismissive and arro-
gant” — as one professor told the
Boston Herald. Dismissive and
arrogant? If anything, Summers is
too accommodating. He keeps apol-
ogizing and promising to be more
sensitive and a better listener
when he ought to be blasting his
critics for their intolerant rush to
exile people who express unpopu-
lar ideas.

My advice to the Harvard presi-
dent: Don’t apologize and promise
to be a better listener. Be a man.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

© 2005 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

please send us their name and why you think
they should be recognized. We must have your

name and telephone number and you must pro-

vide it in writing.

How To ContacT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.
* By telephone at 263-7331
* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan

at newsdesk@crcom.net.

» By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721
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EXIT STRATEGYT

We will suffer because of ‘battle of elephants’

mong those still inter- .

ested in fiscal sanity,
and that includes
b quite a few
Republicans, I bring your
attention to two
tax cuts that
should be
repealed right
now for the sound
reason that they
are perfectly nuts.
A whopping 54
percent of the two -
cuts goes to the -
two-tenths of one
percent of

make more than
$1 million a year.

And 97 percent of the cuts goes

to the 4 percent of the popula-
tion with incomes over
$200,000. (All figures from the
Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities and the Joint
Committee on Taxation.)

The two cuts were not part of

President Bush’s original tax-
cut proposals, they were
slipped in by Congress in 2001
and will be ful'v effective only
in 2010. One repeals . provi-
sion that scales back the mag-
nitude of itemized deductions
taken by high-income taxpay-
ers. The other repeals a provi-
sion under which the personal

MotLLy
Americans who IVINS

exemption is phased out for
households with very high
incomes.

The Joint Committee esti-
mates that these two cut tax
cuts will reduce the govern-
ment’s income by $9 billion in
2010 and $16 billion in 2015.
The center points out that the
cost of cuts are significantly
understated because the esti-
mates do not assume relief
from the alternative minimum
tax, a measure popular on
Capitol Hill this year.

The center’s report says, “If
these two tax cuts were to be
cancelled ... Congress and the
president could avert cuts in
areas like health care, child
care, housing assistance and
food stamp assistance for low-
income working families.”

It is a rather clear choice of
moral values.

Also of note is what appears
to be a new dimension in how
monied special interests buy
legislation through Congress.
We are all familiar with both
corporate lobbyists and the
system of legalized bribery
known as “campaign finance.”
But now comes an unholy
tsunami of corporate money
aimed not at politicians but at
ourselves. Over $200 million
will be spent to convince us

that we should privatize Social
Security and change the rules
of class-action lawsuits. In
other words, they want to
make us in favor of our own
screwing by corporate special
interests.

This has been done before,
but not at this incredible level.
When the insurance industry
mounted a $10 million cam-
paign in 1993 to defeat the
Clinton health insurance plan
(remember Harry and Louise?),
no one had ever seen that kind
of money spent to kill a single
bill before. And now, The
Washington Post reports,
“Corporate America, the finan-
cial services industry, conserv-
ative think tanks, much of the
Washington trade association
community, the Republican
Party, and GOP lobbyists and
consultants are prepared to

spend $200 million or more to -

influence the outcome of two

of the toughest legislative

fights in recent memory.”
Bush'’s Social Security priva-

tization plan is s ~ad ot to
mention that it ¢ X
Social Security, .. e

now admits), it is uncicur if
even a massive public rela-
tions campaign can save it.
But be prepared to watch them
try. Coming soon to a televi-

sion station near you, ad after
ad assuring you that Social
Security is going broke right
now and only private accounts
can save it. The sponsors of
these ads (and Republican
money can buy some mighty
high-priced ad agencies) will
all have lovely names, like
“Committee to Save America”
and “Society to Save Old
Folks.” But it's pure political
propaganda, and more fool you
if you buy into it.

The point of tort deform is
not to save business from a
non-existent “flood” of frivo-
lous lawsuits. The flood is just
as phony as the Social Security
“crisis.” It's a fight between
big business and the trial
lawyers, and as the African
proverb says, “When elephants
fight, it is the grass that suf-
fers.” We're the grass in this
tifanic clash of special inter-
ests. What we stand to lose is
the great America right to sue
the bastards. What business
calls tort “reform” just means
the doors of the courthouse
will be sl werage citi-
zens. You cannot get justice.

In Texas, medical malprac-
tice “reform” is in full effect. I
know one guy who had jaw
surgery, and he kept tearing
his tongue on what felt like a

needle sticking up from the
bottom of his mouth. It turned
out to be a bone splinter, and
he was out $6,000 for a second
surgery to correct it. No
lawyer would take his case,
and all he wanted was to get
the $6K back.

The latest onslaught of spe-
cial interest money, reported
in The New York Times, is $10
million from a lobbying group
called USA Next, which will be
used solely to attack the AARP
for opposing Bush’s privatiza-
tion plan. .

“They (AARP) are the boul-

‘der in the middle of the high-

way to personal savings
accounts,” Charlie Jarvis, pres-
ident of USA Next, told the
Times. “We will be the dyna-
mite that removes them.” If
you can’t win an argument on
the merits, then dirty up your
opposition.

It’.s not bad enough we have
to fight corporate lobbyists and
huge campaign donations, now
we have to deal with an end-
less Republican campaign on
specific issues? i

To find out more about Molly
Ivins and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at wwu.cre-
ators.com.
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Gunman kills ex-wife, bystander in shooting spree

‘gy ANABELLE GARAY
Associated Press Writer

TYLER (AP) — A man
angered over a child support
dispute with his ex-wife opened
fire with an AK-47 assault rifle
outside the Smith County
Courthouse, killing her and a
man who tried to stop the
bloodshed.

Before police killed the gun-
man a few miles away
Thursday afternoon, three law
enforcement officers and the
man'’s son, who had been acting
as a mediator between his par-
ents, lay wounded on the his-
toric courthouse square.

Police estimated David
Hernandez Arroyo Sr., who had
a history of spousal abuse and

weapons violations, shot 50
rounds outside the courthouse.
Arroyo; 43, wore a military flak
jacket and a bulletproof vest.

“He ‘definitely came well-
armeds and prepared. We do
understand there had been
some threats made by him the
previous week,” Police Chief
Gary Swindle said.
. But Joshua Wintters, an attor-
ney who represented 41-year-old
Maribel Estrada, said he does-
n’t believe she thought her ex-
husband was . dangerous.
Estrada worked at a meat pack-
ing plant in Tyler and raised a
17-year-old and a 6-year-old
with the help of her eldest son,
Wintters said.

‘Estrada and Mark Alan
Wilson, 52, died in the gunfire.

Smith County Sheriff’s .Deputy
Sherman Dollison, 28, was in
critical condition at East Texas
Medical Center after being shot
four times _ in the liver, lungs
and legs. The man's son, 23-
year-old David Hernandez
Arroyo Jr., was shot in the legs
and was in fair condition. A
sheriff’s lieutenant and a Tyler

police detective were treated

and released.

Friends who visited the son in
the hospital Thursday night
said he told them that his
father was always open about
having a collection of weapons.
The younger Arroyo said his
father told him not to be afraid
to use the guns if he were
threatened, the friends said. .

Aurea Seanez said the son

'told them, “And' look now, he

used them on us.”

Seanez said
Arroyo was a dutiful son who
chauffeured his mother around
because she couldn't drive and
helped care for his younger sib-
lings.

“He took good care of his
mother,” she said in Spanish.

Pilar Flores said the son
recalled watching someone fire
repeatedly at his father but he
told them his father was shoot-
ing faster.

Wilson was credited with sav-
ing the son’s life.

“One of the deputies at the
scene said if it hadn’t been for
Mr. Wilson the son would be
dead,” Sheriff J.B. Smith said.

Wilson, a gun enthusiast who

the younger -

once owned a shooting range,
intervened after Arroyo killed
his ex-wife and began shooting
his adult son, witnesses said.
Swindle said Wilson shot at
Arroyo several times but his
rounds weren’t penetrating the
armor.

“They traded shots, missing
each other, and then the gun-
man hit Wilson and Wilson
went down,” Tyler Morning
Telegraph publisher Nelson
Clyde III said in Friday’s edi-
tions of the newspaper, Clyde
watched the shooting from a
nearby restaurant.

“The gunman walked up to
Wilson and shot him while he
was on the ground,” Clyde said.
“I couldn’t believe what I was
seeing. It was sickening.”

Pope breathing on own again

day after doctors perform tracheotomy

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope John Paul II is again
breathing on his-own but his doctors have advised
him not to speak for a few days, the Vatican said
Friday, a day after he was rushed to a hospital and
underwent surgery to ease another breathing crisis.

Papal spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls said the
frail 84-year-old John Paul spent a restful night at
Rome’s Gemelli Polyclinic, where doctors said there
was no sign the pope had a lung infections such as
pneumonia.

The pontiff had been taken by ambulance to the hos-
pital on Thursday after suffering his second bout of
breathing trouble in less than a month. Navarro-Valls
told reporters that the operation doctors performed to
cut a small breathing hole in the pope’s neck “was not
an emergency procedure.”

“It was a questlon of assuring adequate breathing of
the patient,” he said.

“He’s breathing better. He has a significant feeling of
relief,” the papal spokesman said.

John Paul had no fever, Navarro-Valls added. He
said the pope’s post-operative condition was progress
ing normally.

U.S. soldiers killed, wounded

in explosion north of Iraqi capital

TARMIYAH, Iraq (AP) — An explosion near a group
of U.S. soldiers north of the Iraqi capital Friday killed
and wounded several troops, the U.S. military said.
Witnesses said they saw about a dozen injured sol-
diers lying on the ground.

Lt. Col. Clifford Kent, a spokesman for the U.S.
Army’s 3rd Infantry Division, confirmed “there were

killed and wounded” in an explosion, but he
B0 other information. .

e’re trying to figure out what the details are,”
Kent told The Associated Press.

Witnesses said the attack took place around midday
in Tarmiyah, 20 miles northeast of Baghdad.

Residents saw about a dozen injured U.S. soldiers
lying on blood-splattered ground after the attack.

“I was heading to our house ... there was a group of
American soldiers walking in the road while around
five Humvees were parking behind them,” said
Waleed Nahed, 35, who lives in the area.

“I heard a very loud explosion and I saw bodies fly-
ing.”

Nahed and Alaa Nagy, 22, who works as a guard at a
nearby factory, said helicopters landed in the area 15
minutes after the explosion and took the injured sol-
diers away.

Anglican leaders ask U.S., Canadians

to withdraw from key council over gays

LONDON (AP) — Anglican leaders strugglmg to
resolve explosive differences over homosexuality have
asked the U.S. Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Church of Canada to temporarily withdraw from a key
council of their global communion because of the elec-
tion of a gay bishop in the United States and the bless-
ing of same-sex unions there and in Canada.

The request was made following a meeting in
Northern Ireland that the Anglican leaders, or pri-
mates, convened on the crisis this week. Archbishop
of Canterbury Rowan Williams, the spiritual leader of
the 77 million-member world Anglican Communion,
did not comment but was scheduled to appear at a
news conference Friday.
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House approves ban on tickets from red light cameras

By BRANDI GRISSOM

Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN (AP) — Smile,
red-light runners. Candid
cameras won’t be busting
drivers who zip through
red lights if the Texas
House gets its way.

The House on Thursday
gave overwhelming pre-
liminary approval to a
bill prohibiting “cities
from “using cameras to
issue citations for red-
light runners.

Rep. Gary Elkins, R-
Houston, the bill's spon-
sor, said the practice
increases rear-end colli-
sions and serves as a
moneymaking  mecha-
nism for cities.

Proponents argued that
using the cameras
decrease red light run-
ning and side-impact acci-
dents.

“No one is for anybody
running a red light, and
no one is for anyone get-
ting hurt or killed by a

Abortion clinics
ordered by Kansas
AG to turn over full
records of 90 girls

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) —
The Kansas attorney gen
eral, a staunch opponent
of abortion, has demand-
ed the medical records of
nearly 90 woman and
girls who had late-term
abortions, saying he
needs the material to
investigate crimes.

The two abortion clin-
ics involved in the case

- say the state has no right

to such personal informa-
tion and are fighting the
request in the Kansas
Supreme Court.

But Attorney General
Phill Kline - insisted
Thursday he needs the
records because he has
“the duty to investigate
and prosecute child rape
and other crimes in order
to protoct Kansas Chll
dren.”

Sex involving someone
under 16 is illegal in
Kansas.

(Price Includes All Taxes & Fees)

From SAN ANGELO, TEXAS
To LAUGHLIN, NEVADA
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red-light runner,” Elkins
\dld
The bill protects (hl

vers’ privacy and protects

vehicle owners from get
ting tickets for violations
they didn't commit, he
said.

In 2003, legislators
rejected a bill giving
cities authority to issue
criminal citations to red-
light runners caught on
camera. But they
approved a change to the
transportation- code that
year that allowed cities to
issue.civil tickets for traf
fic violations.

Elkins said most law-

makers were unaware of

the loophole, and his bill
closes it.

“We were tricked,” - he
said.

The city of Garland has
issued about 36,000 civil
tickets to red-light run-
ners singe cameras were

installed in four intersec
tions in September 2003,

said Garland Mayor Bob -

Day.

Republican Rep.  Joe
Driver of Garland ‘said
use of the cameras in his
hometown has reduced
red light running by 20
percent and injury acci-
dents in the city by 80
percent. He also said
using cameras to catch
violators frees up police

officers to catch crimi-'

nals. ;

The money from the
tickets, which Garland
police say totals about
$600,000, has been used to
fund more traffic safety
programs, Driver said. ~

In  December, the
Houston City Council
voted to put cameras in
up to 50 intersections to
catch red-light violators.
Houston  Mayor  Bill
White, said he’s not giv-
ing up hope that the city
will be able to use cam-
eras to issue civil tickets.
Even if thé bill does
become law, he said the
city will seek a way to fol-

low through with its cam-
era plan. :

“The citizens of
Houston ought to be
allowed to try to devise
strategies to keep our
streets safer,” White said
at a Houston news confer-
ence.

“We shouldn’t have a
mandate from the state
that we have to have
police officers stationed
at each intersection.”

Rep. Martha Wong, R-
Houston, a former

- Houston City Council

member, voted against
the ban. The city, she
said, should be able to use
all available options to
improve traffic safety.

Cameras used by
Garland and proposed for
Houston are triggered
when a vehicle enters the
intersection during a red
light.

A photo is taken of the
car’s rear license plate,
and a ticket is mailed to
the vehicle owner.
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Pilgrimage from the street

By-MARGO HARAKAS
(KRT)

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla. — I got a feeling,
everything’s gonna be all
right, be gll-right, be all
right....

Rosalind Osgood claps
her hands, her ‘voice ris-
ing, body swaying at this
noontime Bible study at
New Mount Olive Baptist
Church in Florida.

Sixteen years ago, it
looked like nothing in
Osgood’s life was going to
be right. Using and sell-
ing cocaine, sleeping in
cardboard boxes in an
overgrown lot off
Sistrunk Boulevard, she
was without doubt one
SOrry, sorry mess.

Then, oh Lord, the
crack house shooting.
And she the only witness.

Osgood fled, hid out at
her grandmother’s house
for two weeks. By that
time, the victim had died
and the shooter had sur-
rendered.

Undaunted, Osgood
went right back to the
streets and getting high.
Until she found she was
pregnant again.

Doesn’t seem a likely
narrative for this stylish
Fort Lauderdale woman
with the doctorate and
more accolades than most
"folks earn in a lifetime.

Hers was for sure one
perilous and uncertain
journey.

“It’s an example,” says
her daughter, Shennette
Sheffield, 17, “of how
someone can come from
the bottom and lift them-
selves up.” Rather than
an embarrassment,
Shennette finds in her
mother’s story “a positive
" message.” Proof of
redemption and the possi-
bilities of hope.

“I'm so happy and proud
of her I can’t even explain
it,"" says Osgood’s grand-
mother, Agnes Wade, 81.
Wade wasn’t present last
October when the Urban
League of Broward
County, Fla., honored
Osgood, president and
CEO of Mount Olive
Development Corp., with
its = Kathleen Wright
Legacy Award. But the
pride certainly welled up
in her. And come Feb. 26,
she most definitely will
be on the sidelines when
Osgood, being honored as
one of the outstanding
people in the community,
waves from a car in the
Sistrunk Festival Parade.

“She added a whole lot
of years on to my life,”
says Wade, smiling broad-
ly. “Yes, she did.”

And far more on to her
own.

Drugs Sneaked Up

It was her grandmother
who brought baby
Rosalind home from the
hospital those 39 years
ago.

“My mother and father
were 15 and 16 when they

? (9)\

‘F//__

had me. My grandparents
took me and raised me so
my mother could go on to
finish school,” Osgood
said.

Her mom moved out of
the house and eventually
out of the state, and their
contact became less fre-
quent. '

The Wades were hard-
working and loving. And
while they weren’t rich,
they weren'’t poor either.

Then came that first
sneaked joint. Rosalind
was 13.

“I used to see kids do it
at the park. I'd see them
and imitate them secretly
on my own.”

She didn’t start “experi-
encing problems,”. she
says, “until I switched
drugs. I started using
cocaine the second year of
college. 1 was selling at
the same time.”

She was in Tallahassee
attending Florida A&M,
and on any given day she
was walking around with
as much as $5,000 in cash.
She bought cars, she
bought clothes, she
bought food, and for the
dorm, she bought a
microwave oven. And her
trusting grandparents
hadn’t a clue.

On the honor roll her
first semester, by her
senior year Osgood was
skipping classes and
flunking everything. She
was also pregnant. She
dropped out and got mar-
ried. “I had to get mar-
ried. I knew otherwise my
grandmother would die.”

Feeling she needed a

. new environment, she

and her husband moved
to Daytona Beach, Fla.

“I"'d go through periods
of not using and not sell-
ing,” she says. “I wouldn'’t
use when I was preg-
nant.”

She . hadn’'t realized
when she left her hus-
band and their daughter
in Daytona in 1988 that
she was pregnant a sec
ond time. When she
learned, she stopped. the
drugs and returned to
Daytona. After Anthony's
birth, she again reverted
to the old routine, aban-
doning the family for the
streets of Fort
Lauderdale. “I didn't see
it as my having a prob-
lem.”

This time, however,
something was different.
She had haunting visions
of her children peering

into her glassy, 'sunken
eyes, an image that
repulsed her. “I realized

I'd become just like all
those hoodlums and
drunkards and addicts on
the street. I'd become one
of them,” she says.

It was, she believes,
God’s way of intervening.

Hair matted, emaciated,
long neglectful of basic
hygiene, Osgood turned
herself in to police in
Daytona, where she was
wanted for a missed court

.
date on a drug possession
charge.

She was released after
three days in jail to
Broward Addiction
Recovery Center (BARC).

“Dee. 2, 1989, was the
last time I used.”

Had she not come in off
the streets, she has no
doubt, she’d have wound
up “killed or dead from
an overdose.”

At BARC, Osgood found
she was pregnant with
her third child.

After seven days in
detox and a year in the
cocaine mothers program,
and with a job at
McDonald's, Osgood took
advantage of a new pro-
gram.

“If you stayed clean for
Six months, (BARC
would) get you an apart-
ment and pay your rent
for a year,” she says.

Separated from her hus-
band, working, and with
two of her children now
living with her, Osgood
was remaking herself in a
way even she had never
imagined.

“Once I began to take
responsibility for the bad
decisions I made, I was
able to move to a solu-
tion,” says Osgood, who
now serves on the BARC
advisory board.

She even turned her fir-
ing from McDonald’s into
a positive by enrolling in
a computer class and
going to work for a temp
agency, which exposed
her to o whole new world
of ¢my it opportuni-
t1es

“1)u - kept getting jebs
on a higher level,” she
says. - “And I started
thinking about going
back to school.”

Meanwhile, there was a
new man 'in her life,
Vernon Osgood. He, too,
had battled drugs. He'd
been clean a year when
they met. She'd been off
drugs only a couple of
weeks

“He helped me a lot get-
ting acclimated to the
recovery. process,” she
Says.

“We were helping each
other,” says Vernon, 44,
who was going to school
at the time to become a
licensed electrician. In
1991, « the two (both
divorced) were married.

The call of education

Osgood kept saying she
wanted to go back to
«hool. Tired of hearing
ihe constant refrain, her
husband said, "“Go. Go.
Go. Do it.”

She began with one
accounting course at
Broward Community
College. Initially, that's
all vocational  rehab
would pay for, given her
grades her last year at
IFAMU. The thinking was
she was  incapable of
doing the work.

She proved the doubters
wrong by getting a B in
the class. In 1996, with an
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A former substance abuser, the Rev. Rosalind Osgood is now executive director of the
Mount Olive Development Corp., assisting others who have fallen on hard times.

associate’s degree from
BCC, she transferred to
Nova Southeastern
University in Florida.
Nothing ever again would
hold her back.

Going to school full
time, working full time,
sometimes two jobs, she
got her master’s (summa
cum laude) in 1999 and
her doctorate (magna cum
laude) in 2002, both in
public administration.

In July 2002, this former
church volunteer was

appointed executive
director of Mount Olive
Development Corp., a

social services arm of the
church. “I got the job sole-
ly because my pastor
needed me to take this
job,” says the woman
with the forceful person-
ality and quick laugh.
That same pastor, Dr.
Mack King Carter,

licensed Osgood as the
church’s first female min-
ister of proclamation. She
preaches both in and out

1 mjtuce.
MMYOI-
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of state.
“I think when you start
where she has come from,

when you consider her

pilgrimage, she's done
remarkably well,” says
Carter. “Her - major
strengths are integrity,
intelligence and a bulldog
tenacity that refuses to
give up.”

Attributes acknowl-
edged and admired even
by her children. “She’s
very determined,” says
Shennette. “She loves to
help people in need, no
matter what their prob-
lem is.”

Now she’s pursuing a
second master’s in divini-
ty while her husband is
studying to become a sub-
stance abuse counselor.

Under Rosalind
Osgood’s leadership, her
office’s budget has tripled
from $300,000 to $948,000,
allowing programs to be
added and expanded.
Seventy-eight percent of
the funding comes from

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

Our Community. =
Our Hospital. H

1601 W. 11th PI.  Big Spring, TX

grants, which she writes.

Nothing, she says, com-
pares with the satisfac-
tion of her “hands-on
street ministry.” “It’s pay-
ing forward,” she says.
“That’s what I think life
is about.”

The development corpo-
ration provides, among
other things, emergency
financial assistance to
families down on their
luck. It runs recovery
support groups, women
mentoring programs, life
skills and financial litera-
cy classes, HIV outreach
and substance abuse pro-
grams. It provides afford-
able housing for persons
with HIV and AIDS as
well as victims of domes-
tic violence.

“African-American peo-
ple need to take responsi-
bility - for revitalizing
their own communities
and neighborhoods,” she
says. .

See 0SGOOD Page 8A

Complete Hearing Services

Hcarm tests every Thursday by certified

iologist (and Big Spring native)
Joel Jennings.
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~GOOD NEIGHBORS, |

Yours, Mine and Ours

them.

' NAME:

Profile, 2005

Sunday, March 27

!

This special edition will
feature profiles of our good
neighbors in Howard County.

I nominate

If you have a good neighbor, whether per- |
sonal or work related, and you’d like to share
their praises, nominate them using the form
below. We'll pick as many as we can, inter-
view them and write a feature story about

! ADDRESS:

| PHONE:

i as a GOOD NEIGHBOR
| to be featured in the special edition “Good Neighbors”
g Some good things to know about this person are:

j My Name:

I My Phone:
I

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS: Fri. March 4
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First United

Methodist Church

Sunday, the Rev. Dr.
Dave Ring brings part two
of his three-part sermon
based on John 3:16. This
week the sermon is titled
“That He Gave His Only
Son.”

Worship services are at
8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday school classes
meet at 9:45 a.m. Chancel
Choir rehearsal is at 2
p.m. Children’s Choir
rehearsal is at 4 p.m.

A Joint Area Methodist
Worship is at 6 p.m. at
Coahoma United
Methodist Church with
the Rev. Joel Miller
preaching.

Noon Bible Study con-
tinues every Wednesday.
Lunch is provided.

Make reservations now
for the Passover Seder
Celebration, which is
Thursday, March 24, from
6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.

The cost of reservations
is $5, which will be
offered back that evening.

First United Methodist
Church is located at 400
Scurry. For more infor-
mation on any of these
programs, call the church
office at 267-6394.

St. Paul

Lutheran Church

The Rev. Dr. Alan Abel
has a Bible study class
Sunday mornings in the
Annex after church based
on the book, “The

Screwtape Letters,” by

C.S. Lewis. Dr. Abel is a
great communicator and
this promises to be lots of
fun. Call 267-7163 for more
information.

There is a noon ladies
Bible .- study - group

‘Wednesday.. The study

rgroup is reading and dis-
cussing “The Jesus 1
Never Knew,” by Phillip
Yancey. All are welcome.
For more information or
to enroll in the class, call
the church office at 267-
7163.

Big Spring ... a great
home town, St. Paul ... a
great home church!

Cornerstone Church
Sunday the Rev. Robert
Owens from the Every
Nation Ministries church
in Reno, Nev., is the fea-
tured speaker.
Cornerstone Church, an
Every Nation Ministries
church, formerly
Morning Star

International, . :invites
children enteringkinder-
garten through fourth
grade to Sunday chil-
dren’s activities. This
month the children will
be learning “Pete’s Feet
Step Out,” based on Matt.
14:22-33, discussing Peter
stepping out of a boat and
walking on water.

Cornerstone, located at
the corner of 12th and
Owens streets, offers a
family atmosphere of
praise "and worship.
Morning worship begins
at 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday worship is
at 7 p.m. Childcare is
available for newborns

.through preschool. Call

Pastor. Craig or Cherise
Felty at 263-3072 with any
questions.

Calvary Baptist

Church

Calvary Baptist Church
welcomes all those who
are looking for a place to
worship. Calvary Baptist
Church is located at 1200
Ww. Fourth Street.
Preaching services are at
11 am. and 5 p.m.
Sunday, Sunday school is
at 9:45 a.m. and
Wednesday Bible study is
at 5 p.m.

Life Church

Life Church at 600 E.
FM 700, begins offering
two morning worship ser-
vices Sunday, first at 8:30
a.m. and again at 10:30
a.m. Children’s
Ministries are available
during both services for
ages 0-12.

East Fourth Street

Baptist Church

East  Fourth - Street
Baptist Church, 401 E. 4th
St., offers these opportu-
nities for Christian
growth and service for
Sunday: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
school; 11 a.m., morning
worship/Commissioning
Service; 4:45 p.m. youth,
Girls in Action, Royal
Ambassadors, Mission
Friends and Mission
Babies; 5 p.m. choir prac-
tice; 6 p.m. evening wor-
ship/opportunity meeting;
Wednesday 7 p.m. Bible
study and prayer meet-
ing, youth. From 6 p.m.
until 8 p.m. Feb. 28
Children’s Fellowship
Movie Night with hot
dogs, popcorn and fun;
March 9 at 7 p.m. Jews for
Jesus. Call 267-2291 for

Scholarship applications accepted

Howard County A&M
Club is accepting scholar-
ship applications for
Texas A&M through
April 15.

A student must reside
in Howard County and
have an acceptance letter
from Texas A&M.
Academic and scholarly
achievements, communi-
ty-based extracurricular
activities, sports partici-
pation and need are all
considered with the appli-
cation when determining

Benny Boyd

Chevy + Chrysler + Dodge - Jeep

QGMC -+ Pontiac + Bulck + Cadillac
1811 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamess, TX

scholarship winners.

All applicants who com-
pleted the paperwork
required received some
financial reward during
the 2004-2005 scholarship
process.

Applications may be
obtained at A&M

Composites from Mike or
Jeanne Niklasch at 1409
E. Highway 350 or by call-
ing Howard County A&M
Club President Dr. Tom
Dawson at 267-7911, ext.
216.

Service broadcast

on your dial

Cordially Invite You to
Attend our Services

TRINITY BAPTIST

810 11TH PLACE

267-6344

God'’s promises are

like the stars: the
darker the night, the
brighter they shine. Randy Cotton
. » - Pastor
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Sunday School........... 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship...... 11:00 a.m.
over KBYG 1400 AM Evangelistic Service....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Service......7:00p.m.

b

more information.

"First Presbyterian

Church

The Rev. Matthew
Miles, minister, will
speak on text taken from
John 4:5-42 Sunday dur-
ing worship service.
Sunday school begins at
9:45 a.m. Take 10 is 10:35
a.m. and worship is at 11
a.m.

Following worship ser-
vice is a covered-dish lun-
cheon. Members are
asked to bring a dish of
their choice for the meal.
There is a desert auction
following the meal to ben-
efit Relay For Life.

Opportunities for the
week include
Communicants Class at 5
p.m., Lenten Worship at
5:30 p.m. and choir prac-
tice at 6 p.m. Wednesday;
a clean-up day is set for
March 5. Everyone is
encouraged to participate
in this annual spring
cleaning day in the
church.

Join us for any of these
activities. Everyone is
always welcome at First
Presbyterian Church,
located on Runnels Street
between Seventh and
Eight streets.

College Park
Church of God

Focus on the World
Special Missions Service
featuring the Rev.
Benjamin B. McGlamery,
field representative, is set
for 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

McGlamery was
licensed to preach in 1965
and he began his ministry
in North Carolina. He was

drafted into the U.S.
“and was in the
R epublic “of  South

"Vietnam in 1966.

‘He graduate from Lee
University in 1971 and
served as pastor for 10
years in Florida, North
Carolina and Iowa.

He graduated from the
Church of God
Theological Seminary in
1984. A

As a minister, he has
served in a variety of
areas, including service
in missions states as pas-
tor and state overseer.

He served in various
administrative positions
in ° the international
office, including six years
for the Church of God
World Missions.

From 1996-2002, he
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served as the administra-
tive bishop in Iowa and
Nebraska. He returned to

the World Missions
Department as a field rep-
resentative in 2002.

Currently he serves
llinois, Indiana,
Michigan, , Montana,

North and South Dakota
and Texas.’

He and his wife, Joyce
have been married for 39
years and have two chil-
dren, both in ministry.
.His heart is to serve those
who need the Savior,
wherever they may be,
but especially to those
who have not heard.

College Park Church of
God is located. at 603
Tulane.

Birdwell Lane
Baptist Church

We encourage you, if
you do not have a church
home, to visit us at 1512
Birdwell Lane. We are the
friendly church family
you have been looking
for.

March 7 and March 8 we
are hosting the Big
Country Baptist
Fellowship and the
Central West Texas

Independent Baptist
Fellowship.

Preachers, evangelists
and missionaries from all
over Texas will be here.
Make plans now to attend.

Sunday worship ser-
vices are at 10:55 a.m. and
5 p.m. Midweek services
are at 7 p.m. Wednesday.
For more information,
call 267-7157 or 267-8214,

Friends of Unity

Tuesday meetings
involve truth students in
spiritual studies at noon
and 5 p.m. Unity believers
~approach the scriptures
from the standpoint of
oneness with God, as
Jesus taught. All are wel-
come.

The center is located in
the downtown railroad
car on Main and First
streets.

Coahoma United
Methodist Church

Area wide worship ser-
vice is set for 6 p.m.
Sunday. The Rev. Joel
Miller, pastor of North
Birdwell Lane United
Methodist Church, is the
minister for the evening.

A time of fellowship will
follow the worship ser-
vice.

The Big Spring
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

PianistT CyYynTHiA BauHor-WiLLiIAMS
+ RETURNS TO Bic SPRING FOR: o
AN ENCORE PLERFORMANCE

CONORATULATIONS
Citizens FCU
71955-2008

(A CONCERT 8PONSOR)

CITIZENS

FeperaL CReDIT UNION

Aoury $10, Ssnion $8, Svunanrt $8
Cramean or Commancs
Harnivacs Musaum

Program includes:

Grieg: Piano Concerto in A minor
Beethoven: Egmont Overture

and much more

Feb 28, 2005 8 PM

Civry AvbiTorium

Brum’s JawsrLans
Finsy Banx or Wast Taxas
Svymrnony Orrice

For the Easter season:
Palm Celebration Service
is 11 a.m. March 20 in the
sanctuary. There will be a
children’s performance.

Maudy Thursday is 6
p.m. March 24 in the sanc-
tuary.

Good Friday service is 6
p.m. March 25 in the sanc-
tuary.

The church is located at
401 N. Main St. in
Coahoma.. Call 394-4432
for more information.

East Side
Baptist Church

Everyone is welcome to
our regular service at 9:45
a.m., 10:45a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday.

There are classes with
great teachers for each

age group. The Blessed:

Ladies Class is designed
for single women who
gather together to study
God’s word each Sunday
at 9:45 a.m.

March 8 is a concert fea-
turing the David Warren
Family. These folks offer
a blessing to the heart.

Church members love
company so be sure to
visit East Side Baptist,
located at 1008 E. Sixth St.
For more information,
call 267-1915.

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church

Everyone is invited to
attend worship services at
St. Mary’s Sunday. Holy
Communion will be cele-
brated at 8 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. Sunday school for all
ages begins at 9:30 a.m.

St. Mary's Lenten pro-
gram
Wednesday.

This year, a review and
discussion of a series of
short videos from
“Pioneers of the Spirit” is
planned. The all-parish

America’s
Drive-in.

Specials Everday
Check Out The Marquee.
Sonic #1 Sonic #2

1200 Grogg 601 . P4 700 |

continues -

meatless pot luck supper
is 6 p.m. The evening will
end with a brief service of
Compline.

During Lent, St. Mary's
will have Stations of the
Cross at 5:30 p.m. Fridays
in the church. Everyone
is invited to this time of
devotion.

For more information
about St. Mary'’s, located
at 1001 S. Goliad, call 267-
8201 or visit the Web site

_at www.stmarysbst.org.

~ Church Women

United

World Day of Prayer at
10 a.m. March 5 at the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church encourages
women to respond to
Jesus’' challenge in the
Sermon on the Mount:
“Let Our Light Shine,”
the theme for the day this
year.

Women are asked to
share their talents, as
well as their special gifts
of grace and light in a
special service with the
Rev. Beasley Hall.
Friends and families are
invited to join in prayer
and song and to support
women's ecumenical min-
istries toward peace and
justice.

Refreshments will fol-
low the one-hour service.

Founded  in 1941,

Church Women United

reaches 25 million
Protestants, Roman
Catholic, Orthodox and
other Christian women.
There are more than 1,200
local and state units
working for peace and

-justice in the U.S. and

Puerto Rico.
The local event is spon-
sored by the women of .

; Immaculate. Heart of
Mary . Catholic
Commumty, T

Complete Hearing Services

Hearing tests every Thursday by certified
Audiologist (and Big Spring native)
Joel Jennings.
Hearing aid. batteries, repairs.
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY J

267-3806

& Washer - Dryer Conn.
2-3 Bedroom

Coronado Hills Apartments

| Bedroom - $350 ¢ 2 Bedroom - $450 * 3 Bedroom - $550 ,

801 W. Marcy - 432-267-6500 r
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking

“Remember...you deserve the best!!”

Concert

Dr. Keith Gummm, ConpucTtor

432-264-7223
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Pilgrimage from the street

By-MARGO HARAKAS
(KRT) j

FORT -LAUDERDALE,
Fla. — I got a feeling,
everything’s gonna be all
right, be all right, be all
right....

Rosalind Osgood claps
her hands, her voice ris-
ing, body swaying at this
noontime Bible study at
New Mount Olive Baptist
Church in Florida.

Sixteen years ago, it
looked like nothing in
Osgood’s life was going to
be right. Using and sell-
ing cocaine, sleeping in
cardboard boxes in an
overgrown lot off
Sistrunk Boulevard, she
was without doubt one
SOrry, sorry mess.

Then, oh. Lord, the
crack house. shooting.
And she the only witness.

Osgood fled, hid out at
her grandmother’s house
for two weeks. By that
time, the victim had died
and the shooter had sur-
rendered.

Undaunted, Osgood
went right back to the
streets and getting high.
Until she found she was
pregnant again.

Doesn’t seem a likely
narrative for this stylish
Fort Lauderdale woman
with the doctorate and
more accolades than most
folks earn in a lifetime.

Hers was for sure one
perilous and uncertain
journey.

“It's an example,” says
her daughter, Shennette
Sheffield, 17, “of how
someone can come from
the bottom and lift them-
selves up.” Rather than
an embarrassment,
Shennette finds in her
mother’s story “a positive

message.” Proof of
. redempticn and the possi-
bilities of hope.

“I'w so happy and proud
of her I can’t even explain
it,” says Osgood’'s grand-
mother, Agnes Wade, 81.
Wade wasn’t present last
October when the Urban
League of Broward
County, Fla., honored
Osgood, president and
CEO of Mount Olive
Development Corp., with
its Kathleen Wright
Legacy Award. But the
pride certainly welled up
in her. And come Feb. 26,
she most definitely will
be on the sidelines when
Osgood, being honored as
one of the outstanding
people in the community,
waves from a car in the
Sistrunk Festival Parade.

“She added a whole lot
of years on to my life,”
says Wade, smiling broad-
ly. “Yes, she did.”

And far more on to her
own.

Drugs Sneaked Up

It was her grandmother
who brought = baby
Rosalind home from the
hospital those 39 years
ago.

“My mother and father
were 15 and 16 when they
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had me. My grandparents
took me and raised me so
my mother could go on to
finish school,” Osgood
said.

Her mom moved out of
the house and eventually
out of the state, and their
contact became less fre-
quent.

The Wades were hard-
9working and loving. And
while they weren’t rich,
they weren'’t poor either.
Then came that first
sneaked joint. Rosalind

was 13. :

“I used to see kids do it
at the park. I'd see them
and imitate them secretly
on my own.”

She didn’t start “experi-
encing problems,” she
says, “until I switched
drugs. I started using
cocaine the second year of
college. I was selling at
the same time.” -

She was in Tallahassee
attending Florida A&M,
and on any given day she
was walking around with
as much as $5,000 in cash.
She bought cars, she
bought clothes, she
bought food, and for the
dorm, she bought a
microwave oven. And her
trusting grandparents
hadn’t a clue.

On the honor roll her
first semester, by her
senior year Osgood was
skipping classes and
flunking everything. She
was also pregnant. She
dropped out and got mar-
ried. “I had to get mar-
ried. I knew otherwise my
grandmother would die.”

Feeling she needed a

new environment, she
and her husband moved
to Daytona Beach, Fla.

“I'd go through periods

of not using and not sell-
ing,” she says. “I wouldn’t
use when I was preg-
nant.” !
- She hadn’'t realized
when she left her hus-
band and their daughter
in Daytona in 1988 that
she was pregnant a sec-
ond time. When she
learned, she stopped the
drugs “and" returned to
Daytona. After Anthony’s
birth, she again reverted
to the old routine, aban-
doning the family for the
streets of Fort
Lauderdale. “I didn’t see
it as my having ‘a prob-
lem.”

This time, however,
something was different.
She had haunting visions
of her children peering
into her glassy, sunken
eyes, an image that
repulsed her. “I realized
I'd become just like all
those hoodlums and
drunkards and addicts on
the street. I'd become one
of them,” she says.

It was, she believes,
God’s way of intervening.

Hair matted, emaciated,
long neglectful of basic
hygiene, Osgood turned
herself in to police in
Daytona, where she was
wanted for a missed court

date on a drug possession
charge.

She was released after
three ‘days in jail to
Broward Addiction
Recovery Center (BARC).
- “Dec. 2, 1989, was the
last time I used.”

Had she not come in off
the streets, she has no
doubt, she’d have wound
up “killed or dead from
an overdose.”

At BARC, Osgood found
she was pregnant with
her third child.

After seven days in
detox and a year in the
cocaine mothers program,
and with a job at
McDonald’s, Osgood took
advantage of a new pro-
gram.

“If you stayed clean for
Six months, (BARC
would) get you an apart-
ment and pay your rent
for a year,” she says.

Separated from her hus-
band, working, and with
two of her children now
living with her, Osgood
was remaking herself in a
way even she had never
imagined.

“Once I began to take
responsibility for the bad
decisions I made, 1 was
able- to move to a solu-
tion,” says Osgood, who
now serves on the BARC
advisory board.

She even turned her fir-
ing from McDonald’s into
a positive by enrolling in

a computer class and-

going to work for a temp
agency. which exposed
her to o whole new world

of o ment opportuni-
1105~ .

“1 ju- Kept getting jobs
on a higher level,” she
says.  “And I started
thinking about going

back to school.”

Meanwhile, there was a
new man in her life,
Vernon Osgood. He, too,
had battled drugs. He'd
been clean a year when
th