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County seats draw last-minute filings

Several locally contested races to be on the ballot for March primaries

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The Precinct 4 seat on the
Howard County
Commissioner’s Court drew a
last-minute candidate before
filing closed Monday after-
noon, bringing the number of
contested local races for the
March primaries to four.

Walter Brumley Jr. filed his
candidacy to run on the
Republican ticket in March,

putting himself head-to-head
with fellow GOP candidate Roy
D. Beauchamp. The winner
from that ballot will face off
against . incumbent Gary
Simer, who failed to draw an
opponent on the Democratic
ballot.

Simer isn’t the only commis-
sioner who will have to go to
the polls in 2006, as the race
for County Commissioner
Precinct 2 has drawn two can-
didates, incumbent Jerry

Kilgore and challenger Kathy
Lusk, both Republicans. The
two will face off in the March
primaries, with the winner
going unopposed in November.

The race for Howard County
Judge has drawn five candi-
dates, as local accountant
Mark Morgan will face off
against incumbent candidate
Ben Lockhart in the
Republican primary. On the
other side of the ticket,
Democratic candidates Woody

Jumper, Ron L. “Smurf”
Sawyers and Mark Barr will
vie for their party’s nod for the
November election.

The race for Justice of the
Peace, Precinct 1 Place 2, saw
some last minute filings, as
Bobby Roever filed on the
Democratic tieket and Robert
G. “Bob” Smith filed on the
Republican. ticket Monday
afternoon.

See CANDIDATES, Page 3A

Strayhorn
running as
Independent

By APRIL'CASTRO
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN — Comptroller
and gubernatorial hope-
ful Carole Keeton
Strayhorn turned her
back on the Republican
Party Monday,
announcing
she’ll seek the
state’s top job
as an indepen-
dent candi-
date.

The move
allows
Strayhorn, 66, strayhorn
to escape a
potentially ugly battle
against Gov. Rick Perry
before the March 7 GOP
primary election.

Known as “One Tough
Grandma,” Strayhorn has
been a harsh critic of
Perry’s leadership over
the past couple of years.
Monday’s announcement
all but guarantees Perry
will be the Republican
candidate on the
November ballot.

“l am a Republican,”
she said Monday, with
husband, Ed, and three
granddaughters at her
side. “But I know we
must set partisan politics

Jacob Rios, a contractor with Southwest Masonry, bricks the outside of the new Visual
Center at Howard College Tuesday moming. The center is expected to be completed by

photo/Thomas Jenkins
Performing Arts

d-April.

aside and do what'’s best
for Texas. That is why I
am running for governor
as a Texas independent.”

Robert Black, a cam-
paign spokesman for
Perry, said the switch to
independent is a conces-
sion that Strayhorn could
not win the GOP primary
and called the move
“transparent political
opportunism.”

“Carole Strayhorn’s

Special to the Herald

decision to leave the GOP
is a direct response to
Governor Perry’s strong
leadership and support
and an admission that

defeated in the upcoming

GOP primary by those per

who know her best: Texas

Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie
No. 3188 is soliciting chili cooks
for their annual chili cook-off.

“Experience is not necessary,”
she would have been g3id

Landon Sturdivant,

Fraternal Order of Eagles mem-
. “We just want as many
cooks as possible to come out and

Republican voters,” participate in this worthy fund-
Black said. raising event.”
The Fourth Annual Chili Cook-

See STRAYHORN, Page 3A

off will be Saturday beginning at

INDEX

Classified 3-5B
Features 5A

noon Sunday.

263-7335 before 7 p.m. weekdays and

8 a.m. at the Eagles building, 703
W. Third.

The pits and chili pots fire up
at 8 a.m., followed by judging at
noon.

Cost is $10 per chili team, and
$5 for people entering the area to
sample the chili.

Proceeds from the tasting and
entry fees benefits the West
Texas Centers for MHMR
Children In Need fund. The fund
helps purchase school supplies,
clothing, tuition for summer

and July.

month, February
December except

The Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce is up

leadership ability,

Obituaries 2A and running for 2006 and shown an interest in commu-
m w first on the agenda is the nity affairs and have time

Opinion 4A Leadership Big Spring pro- and talent to offer the com-
Sports 1-28 Find us online at: gram. munity are invited to apply,”
www.bigspringheraid.com The first class will be held said Debbye ValVerde, cham-

T h us: Thursday, Feb. 9, at 8:30 a.m. ber executive director. “We
O reacn us: in the chamber board room. are certain someone in your
Please call 263-7331. Office hours are 8 Leadership Big Spring is a organization or in your
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. |  pine.month program, held acquaintance will be able to
if you miss your paper, please call (432) |  every second Thursday of the profit from this excellent

through opportunity.”
for June

“Those who have demon-
strated management and

The program takes partlci

camps and helps meet other
financial needs of special chil-
dren who are receiving services
from West Texas Centers for
MHMR.

West Texas Centers for MHMR
is the state-designated mental
health authority for 23 counties
in rural West Texas. Mental
health and mental retardation
services are provided to more
than 2,000 consumers and their
families each month.

Many of the children served by

pants on tours which inte-
grate them with all aspects of
County life:
have Industry, government, med-
ical, agriculture, education

Howard

and more.

be a great opportunity

nity,” said ValVerde.

“Employers, if you have a
new employee who has just
moved into town, this would

them to meet people and to
get involved in our commu-

Leadership skills are also
taught as a part of the pro-
gram, which is coordinated

Chili cook-off time

Fund-raiser will help Children in Need

the center need more services
and goods than state funding will
provide, said Shelley Smith,
West Texas Centers for MHMR
CEO.

“During the past three years,
the Big Spring Fraternal Order of
Eagles has held this benefit and
to date has raised $13,000 for this
worthy cause,” Sturdivant said.
“Last year we were able to raise
a record $5,000.”

For more information, call 432
263-6862.

Leadership Big Spring applications available

Special to the Herald

by Joann Knox.

“She is very outgoing and
really gets the class
involved,” said Valverde.

Cost is $300, which includes
transportation, meals and
books for the leadership
skills portion. Deadline to
sign up is Jan. 25.
for “If you did not receive an
application please contact
the chamber office at 263-7641
and we will be glad to get one
out to you,” said ValVerde.

Applications can also be
picked up at the chamber.
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Obituaries

Paul Joseph Leuschner

Paul Joseph (P.J.) Leuschner, age 70,

.| 30, 2005, in Lubbock.
.| Rosary will be recited at 10 a.m.
{ Wednesday at St. Martin’s Catholic

Burial will follow in Waco Memoriad
Park. i

The family will receive visitors from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. today at Aderhold Funeral Home in West.

Mr. Leuschner was born Oct. 6, 1935, the son of Carl
A. and Christine K. (Glatter) Leuschner. He graduated
from Waco High School and then attended Durham
Business College, Tarleton State University and
Baylor University.

Paul served his country in the United States Navy in
the Pacific aboard three Destroyers named the
Perkins, the Mansfield and the Frank E. Evans, attend-
ing rank of Sonarman First Class Petty Officer.

After leaving the Navy,-he entered Civil Service at
James Connally Air Force Base as a Navigational
Trainer Analyst. Because of base closure in 1966, he
was transferred to Webb Air Force Base as an
Airborne Electronics Technician.

In 1972, Paul transferred into the recreational depart-
ment as Bowling Facilitator at Webb Bowling Lanes.
In 1976, after notification of base closing, he trans-
ferred to Ramstein Air Force Base in Germany, work-
ing as manager of the New Bi-Centennial 32 Lanes.

In 1980, he returned to Sheppard Air Force Base,
where he managed the golf course and then later took
on the 488-acre recreation job for fishing and camping,
before retiring in 1990 after 32 years of service.

Paul enjoyed spending time with his family, playing
golf, fishing and bowling, helping other people, and
especially loved his two grandchildren.

Paul was a member of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church in Big Spring, Masonary Faith Lodge
No. 1158 in Wichita Falls, Scottish Rite in Fort Worth,
Muskat Shrine in Wichita Falls and VFW Post No
1145 in Wichita Falls.

His parents and one son, Danny Leon Leuschner all
preceded him in death.

Survivors include one son, Michael Paul Leuschner
of Big Spring; two grandchildren, Alex Leuschner and
Bradie Leuschner, both of Big Spring; two brothers,
Carl Leuschner and wife, Virginia of San Antonio and
Gene Leuschner of Affton, Mo.; one sister, Kay
Leuschner of North Padre Island; and several nieces,
nephews and other relatives.

Pallbearers will be Carl Paul Leuschner, Patrick
Leuschner, Noah Leuschner, Patrick Leuschner Jr.,
Ken Bolfing and Bill Sparks.

Memorials may be made to Shriner Children’s
Hospital.

You are invited, to share your thoughts and memo-

‘ -ries about Paul in our gpest bool; found at www.ader-

holdfuneralhome.com.
¢ Aderhold Funeral Home in West 18 in c‘ﬁarge of
arrangements.

Paid obituary

Wanda Mize McGee

Wanda Mize McGee, 62, of Big Spring
died Sunday, Jan. 1, 2006, at her resi-
dence. Graveside funeral services are 1
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2006, in Mount
Olive Memorial Park with the Rev.
Darrell Hendrickson, pastor of First
Church of God, officiating.

The family will receive friends from 6
p.m. until 8 p.m. today at the funer
home.

She was born Dec. 1, 1943, in Rosc
and married Rodger Mize Oct. 31, 1959, in Sweetwate
He preceded her in death in February of 1996. She the
married Virgil McGee Dec. 1, 1997. She owned an
operated the Vogue Beauty Salon from 1978 until retir
ing in 1999. She was a member of First Church of God.

Survivors include her husband, Virgil McGee of Big
Spring; two daughters, Starla Ayala and husband,
Adrian and Cindy Mize and friend, David Wheeler, all

of Big Spring; two brothers, Leonard Brown of
Calgary, Alberta, Canada and Jerry Wayne Horton of

Mesquite; four sisters, Mary Thompson of Munday,

Annie Mae Ausburne and Lola Oden, both of

Sweetwater and Nina Mannuzza of Big Spring; five
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

She was also preceded in death by her parents, one
sister and a beloved son, Rodger Mize. The family sug-
gests memorials to a favorite charity.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online , condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Weather

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 30s. West
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Cooler. Highs in the mid
60s. North winds 10 to 15 mph shifting to the northeast
in the afternoon.

Wednesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
30s.

Thursday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

Thursday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 30s.

Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

Friday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 30s.

Saturday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

Saturday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 30s.

Sunday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

{ Church in Tours. Mass of Christian ¥
“| Burial will be celebrated at 10:15 a.m. at?
St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tours'
with Msgr. Isidore Rozycki as celebrant.¥

Ben Sparks
j Ben Sparks,' 66, of Big Spring died
Saturday, Dec. 31, 2005, in a local hospi-
ua tal. Funeral services are 10 a.m.
N Thursday, Jan. 5, 2006, at the St.
SN Thomas Catholic Church with the Rev.
Felix Cubelo officiating. Interment will
follow in Mount Olive Memorial Park.
A vigil will be held at 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2006, at Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel.

He was born June 1, 1939, in Pampa
and married Christine Ramirez Feb. 18, 1977, in Big

" Spring. Ben had been a resident of the community

since 1975 and had worked for Cornell Corrections
since it opened. He was a member of St. Thomas
Catholic Church, serving as a lay minister,
Eucharistic minister and lecturer.

Survivors include his wife, Clristine Sparks of -Big
Spring; four sons, Randy Sparks of Big Spring, Clint
Sparks, Mark Sparks and wife, Kathy and Tracy
Sparks, all of Phoenix; two daughters, Tonia Sparks
and Stephanie Sparks, both of Big Spring; and nine
grandchildren.

The family suggests memorials be made to Cal
Farley’s Boy’'s Ranch, P.O. Box 1890, Amarillo 79174.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online  condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Lottie Crittenden

P~ Lottie Crittenden, 84, of Lubbock, for-

% merly of Ackerly, died Sunday, Jan. 1,
2006, in Lubbock. Graveside funeral ser-
vices are 2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5, 2006,
at the Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial
Park. .

She was born Nov. 19, 1921, in Toyah
and married E. E. “Gene” Crittenden
March 20, 1938, in Coahoma. He preced-
ed her in death Aug. 9, 1982. She came
to Big Spring in 1927 and moved to
Vealmoor in 1945, then to Ackerly in 1963. She had
owned and operated Lottie’s Cafe in Ackerly for 15
‘years.

Survivors include a daughter, Charlsa Nichols of
Shawnee, Okla.; four granddaughters; 10 great-grand-
children; and two great-great-grandchildren.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com. ‘i

9
Freddy Pruett O’Bannon
Freddy Pruett O’Bannon, 93, of
Midland died Sunday, Jan. 1, 2006, in
Mldland Gravesme services are 2 p.m.

; , dt th
5 (ﬁtyf Wetery -w Pﬁ e Rei‘?,gfdli {

N Peetersofficiating” (ol W<
The family will receive friends today
from 7 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the funeral
home, 3800 N. Big Spring St. in
Midland.

She was born June 4, 1912, in Mound
and married Malcolm W. O’Bannon March 12, 1931, in
Hamilton County. He preceded her in death in August
of 1980.

She and Malcolm moved to Glasscock County in
1937. She worked as the Glasscock County 1reasurer
for six years and helped her husband, who was a gov-
ernment trapper. She was a member of First Baptist
Church of Garden City.

Survivors include her daughter and son-in-law,
Wilma and Dick Cunningham of Midland; son,
Malcolm Marion O’Bannon of Midland; two grand-
daughters; one grandson; nine great-grandchildren;
and seven great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Malcolm
O’Bannon, her mother, Eva Thompson Pruett, her
father, James Calvin Pruett, brothers, Baylor Pruett
and Clyde Pruett and sisters, Faye Gardner and
Elizabeth Cox.

The family suggests memorials be made to First
Baptist Church of Garden City or a charity of your
choice.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home Crematoryof Midland. Online
condolences can be made at www.npwelch.com.

Leroy Aldridge

Leroy Aldridge, 77, died Monday, Jan. 2, 2006, at the
Parkview Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. Funeral
services are pending with Myers and Smith Funeral
Home.

Lottery " |

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 3-6-17-23-29.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $29,704.

Winning tickets sold in: Victoria.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 10-20-23-26. Bonus Ball: 22.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball:
none.

Numbe'? matching four of four: 4. Prize: $2,221.
sz%gtnmated jackpot for Thursday night drawing:

,000.

Take Note

* HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM IS COLLECTING
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook which
will display memories of Big Spring over the years.
Share your memories and your recipes. Contact the
Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

* HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor-
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m.
today:

. JOHNNY RAY PAYNE, 26, of 1509 Stadium, was
arrested Monday on a charge of resisting arrest.

« LISA RUBIO, 38, of 3911 Hamilton, was arrested
Monday on a Howard County warrant and two local
warrants.

« RUFUS ANDREW DAVIS, 35, of 1006 S. Nolan,
was arrested Monday on a charge of burglary of a
habitation.

« RAFEL LOPEZ, 61, of 508.5 Father Delaney, was
arrested Monday on a charge of public intoxication.

« LEONARDO TALAVERA, 46, of 404 E. Sixth
Street, was arrested Monday on charges of no insur-
ance and running a stop sign.

« DONNA STRALIT, 33, of 1512 Sycamore, was arrest-

ed Tuesday on a Gonzales County warrant, eight local
.. warrants and three local citations.

« THEFT was reported in the 1200 block of 11th
Place.

« RESISTING ARREST, SEARCH OR TRANS-
PORTATION was reported in the 1500 block of
Stadium.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 900 block of 16th Street.

+ ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 1900
block of Highway 87.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m.
Tuesday:

«.JOSE ALFREDO MELENDEZ, 22, was arrested by
sheriff’s deputies on a motion to revoke probation for
driving while intoxicated.

* RUBEN CISNEROS, 29, was arrested by sheriff’s
deputies on a capias warrant for possession of mari-
juana under two ounces.

* LISA JEANINE RUBIO, 38, was arrested by sher-
iff’'s deputies on a bondsman off bond warrant for theft
by check.

* CODY LEE WEATHERS, 28, was arrested by sher-

-

iff’s deputies on charges of contempt of court and dis- ,

obedience of a court order.
« ISREAL MIRAMONTES, 22, was transferred to
county jail from BSPD after being arrested on a charge

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency Medical
Service reported the following activity betwem 8 a.m.
Fnday and 8 a.m. Monday:

‘e ‘ME‘DICAL was °

rted in the 500 block .of

- TRAUMA was- reported in- the 2000 block- of
Alabama. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRUAMA was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of
Settles. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of North
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 1700 block of
Morrison. Service was refused.

« STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 700 block
of Edwards.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block cf North
East Ninth. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of East
Third. One person was transported to VAMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of West
Fifth. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of
Aylesford. One person was transported to VAMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported 13 miles south
of Big Spring on Highway 87. Three people were trans-
ported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of Apron.
One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of
McEwen. One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of
Sycamore. One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of
Washington. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 700 block of North
East 12th. Service was refused.

 MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at the inter-
section of Third and Gregg. Two people were trans-
ported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 600 block of
Interstate 20. One person was transported to SMMC.
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Abramoff facing additional federal charges, guilty plea expected

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Lobbyist
Jack Abmmoﬂ’willphadluilty
to federal charges
Washington and Miami, clear
ing the way for him to cooper-
ate in a massive government
investigation of uence ped-
dling involving members of
Congress, lawyers said
Tuesday.

Prosecutors were filing con-
spiracy, fraud and tax evasion
charges against the embattled
lobbyist, a Justice Department

- official said.

Abramoff was scheduled to
appear at a hearing in U.S.
District Court here later
Tuesday, said department
spokesman Bryan Sierra.
Abramoff was expected to plead
guilty to three charges as part
of his agreement.

Abramoff was then to plead
guilty to two criminal charges
in Florida stemming from a
2000 purchase of a fleet of gam-
bling boats, said Neal Sonnett,
his attorney there.

Abramoff will plead guilty to

enl Somttuul
U.s. Jadge Paul C.
Huckhnuchodulda

telephone
status conference for later
Tuesday. Four other* chm in
Florida will remain

Any such plea agteement

ly would secure the Republican
lobbyist’s testimony against
several members of Congress

who received favors from him'

or his clients.

The Justice Department is
believed to be focusing on as
many as 20 lawmakers and

Preuure had been lntenslry

ing on,Abramolf to strike a deal
with prosecutors since former
Adam Kidan pleaded

-gujity <€arlier this month to

fraud and conspiracy in con-
nection with the 2000 SunCruz
bodt deal in Florida.
Abramoff’s cooperation would
‘be a boon to an ongoing Justice
Depart-ment investigation of
congressional corruption, possi-
bly . helping prosecutors build
¢riminal cases against up to
two dozen lawmakers of both
g:rtsles and their staff mem-

'l‘he continuing saga of

Abramoff’s legal problems has
caused anxiety at high levels in
Washington, in both the
Republican and Democratic
parties.

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan could not confirm
Tuesday whether Abramoff
ever met President Bush. When
asked at the White House about
this, the spokesman said that
“what he is reportedly acknowl-
edged doing is unacceptable
and outrageous.”

“If laws were broken, he must
be held to account for what he
did,” McClellan said.
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Mining executlve discouraged by air
tests in mine where 13 workers trapped

TALLMANSVILLE
W.Va. (AP) — Rescuers
trying to reach 13 trapped
mifiers:- punched ‘a hole
into the mine' early
Tuesday, but a company
executive said he was
“very discouraged” by air
quality tests.

Carbon monoxide levels
measured 1,300 parts per
million, exceeding the 400
parts per million maxi-
mum safe level, said Ben
Hatfield, chief executive
officer of mine owner
International Coal Group

“We are very discour-
aged by the results of this
test,” Hatfield said.

Still, Hatfield said the
trapped miners could still
be alive,

“They could be in
another lgcatlon or they

could be barricaded some-
where,” Hatfield told
reporters.

The test results were
announced - after crews
drilled the hole. They also
sent a camera down the 6
1/4 inch hole to look for
signs of life, and planned
to move in a camera-
equipped robot, Gov. Joe
Manchin said.

After the test, family
members, who had been
optimistic and talkative
earlier, retreated into a
nearby church without
making any comments.

The blast occurred at
about 6:40 a.m. Monday,
trapping the miners 260
feet below the surface of
the mine, located about

100 miles northeast of

Charleston.
Earlier Tuesday, res-

CANDIDATES

Continued from Page 1A

Smith and Roever join
Republican candidates
Kathryn Wiseman,
incumbent, and Laura
Jeanne Wilson in the
race.

Several incumbent offi-
cials have filed for re-elec-
tion and are currently
unopposed, including

District Clerk Colleen
Barton; County Treasurer
Teresa Thomas; Justice of
the Peace, Precinct 2
Quail Dobbs; County
Clerk Donna Wright; and
County Surveyor Michael
McBrayer.

The District 85 seat on
the Texas House of
Representatives, current-
ly held by Democrat Pete
Laney, who recently
announced he would not
run for re-election, will
also be up for grabs in

The race has drawn
three candidates, includ-
ing Big Spring business-
man and attorney Drew
Mouton, who announced
his candidacy on the
Republican ticket last
week.

Mouton will be chal
lenged in the March pri-
mary by fellow GOP can-
didate and Plainview
businessman Jim
Landtroop. Joe Heflin,
county judge of

STR AYHORN broken schools,”
Strayhorn said.

) Both are former

Continued from Page 1A Democrats who switched

to the GOP in the 1980s as

Strayhorn filed her dec-
laration of intent to run
as an independent with
the state’s Secretary of
State’s office on Monday,
the deadline to enter the
2006 elections.

If elected, Strayhorn
would be the first inde-
pendent Texas governor
since Sam Houston.

“Texas belongs to no
special interest group, no
special political credo, no
special individual,” she
said.

Kinky Friedman, the
kooky mystery writer and
musician, also is seeking
the Governor’'s Mansion
as an independent.

To be listed as an inde-
pendent candidate on the
November - ballot, one
must gather 45,540 signa-
tures in the spring from
registered voters who did-
n't vote in either the
Democrat or Republican
primary or any primary
runoff in April. The day
after the primary elec-

the party rose to political
dominance.

Strayhorn announced
last summer that she
would challenge Perry.
She was elected as the
state’s first woman comp-
troller in 1998. As comp-
troller, Strayhorn is the
state’s chief financial offi-
cer and controls how
much money is available
for lawmakers to spend.

Before being elected
comptroller, she served
on the three-person Texas
Railroad Commission, a
statewide-elected post.

Two of her four sons
serve in President Bush’s
administration. Scott
McClellan is White House
press secretary, and Dr.
Mark McClellan is admin-
istrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid
services. One of her sons,
Brad, serves as her cam-
paign manager. The other
son, Dudley, is assistant
general counsel for the

State Bar of Texas.
:ii::‘és 1?,‘;%?“:: n;,;:n% Strayhorn also has five
granddaughters.

gather signatures, less if
either race results in a

- runoff. The Secretary of

roads, has abandoned our
border and ignored our

The former Austin
mayor married her high

school sweetheart Ed
Strayhorn in Jdnuary
2003. '

In the Democratic race,
the main candidates are
former Congressman
Chris Bell and former
Texas Supreme Court
Justice Bob Gammage.

While Strayhorn insists
she’s still a Republican,
‘the Texas GOP disagrees.

“Today the truth has
come out: Carole
Strayhorn is no
Republican,” said Tina
Benkiser, chairwoman of
the Republican Party of

Texas. “Grassroots
Republicans should be
outraged that Carole

Strayhorn has lied,
deceived and now aban-
doned the very people
who put her in office all
for her own selfish ambi-
tion.”
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. State’s office must then
verify the signatures, “Am .

"if they appear on more OBSTET RICS-GYNDCOLOQY ‘
than one petition. Board Certified

Strayhorn continued PPO PROVIDER FOR: ¥

her criticism of Perry, HEALTH SMART + UNITED HEALTHCARE + PRONET |
blaming him for creating | cHAMPUS - BCBS + AETNA + HUMANA - BEECH STREET.
partisan idlvlslond fln " ACCEPTS MEDICAID ‘
Texas litics and for Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial "“N
repeatedly failing to fix "m \

the state’s public school x
funding problem. ]
ol oty 4 2678226 = 1-888-720-BABY
govemment. W 616 m m
insurance rates, toll

ﬁ_ ﬁsm 16 Years I

Crosbyton, recently filed
to run on the Democratic
ticket, and is unopposed.
The race for the District
19 seat on the U.S. House
of Representatives has
drawn three candidates as
well. ~ Incumbent
Republican candidate
Randy Neugebauer is set
to defend his seat against
the lone Democratic nom-
ination, Robert Ricketts,

as well as Libertarian
candidate Fred Jones.

All - three candidates
failed to draw an oppo-
nent for the March pri-
maries.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

cuers had penetrated
more than 9,000 feet into
the Sago coal mine but
were ordered to return to
the surface Tuesday
before the drilling crew
punched into the mine.

Officials thought the
workers should be
removed in case the
drilling caused a buildup
of carbon monoxide that
could endanger the res-
cuers, Hatfield said.

Four co-workers tried to
reach the trapped miners
immediately after the
explosion but stopped
because of contaminated
air. The blast knocked out
the mine's commuuica-
tion equipment.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Lillian Gould, 78, died
Sunday. Funera! servic-
es will be at 2 p.m.
Tuesday at Stevens
Funeral Home Chapel,
Coleman with burial at
the. . Brown Ranch
Cemetery in Coleman.

Leroy Aldridge, 77,
died Monday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
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Candidates,
let’s stick
to the issues

row that we have the list of candidates for the
! March primaries, our plea would be “keep it
; clean and stick to the issues.” That's wishful

thinking, of course, in the governor’s race,
where incumbent Rick Perry, a Republican, and his key
challenger, former-Republican-turned-Independent
Carole Keeton Strayhorn, have been slinging slop for
several months already.

There are actually four Republican candidates for gov-
ernor: Perry, Christian conservative activist Larry
Kilgore, rancher Robert “Star” Locke and private secu-
rity consultant Rhett Smith. On the Democrat list are
Felix Alvarado, a middle school assistant principal, Bob
Gammage, a former state supreme court justice; Rashad
Jafer, a retail chain store manager; and Chris Bell, a for-
mer congressman. Others are James Werner, a software
sales analyst running as a Libertarian, and host of
Independents, including Marcus Matthew Cherry,
William Gilbert Jean, author and jokester “Kinky”
Friedman and the aforementioned Strayhorn.

Locally, there are a few races in the primaries — start-
ing with Texas House District 85, where local attorney
Drew Mouton and Plainview businessman Jim
Landtroop will be squaring off.

The bid for Howard County judge has the potential to
be somewhat volatile. On the Republican ticket are
incumbent Ben Lockhart and accountant Mark Morgan.
Facing off on the Democratic Ticket are Mark Barr,
Woody Jumper and Ron L. “Smurf” Sawyers.

Three other local races in the Republican Primary are
the one for county commissioner of Precinct.2 with
incumbent Jerry Kilgore being challenged by Kathy
Lusk; peace justice Precinct 1, Place 2 with incumbent
Kathryn Wiseman facing a bid from Laura Jeanne
Wilson and Robert “Bob” Smith; and the commissioner

being contested by Walter H. Brumley Jr.
The U.S. House District 19 election won’t get heated up
— if at all — until the run toward November as neither

ncumbent Republican Randy Neugebauer nor Democrat
challenger Robert Ricketts have opponents in the pri-
mary.

What we hope is that candidates will run on their mer-
its with central issues such as the budget, proposed jail
facility and the like taking center stage. That’s almost
always the case here in Howard County. Rarely.do we
see personal attacks. and we hope it stays that way.

That said, good luck to the candidates. Let the cam-
paigning begin!

How To ConTtacCT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
#n order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor @bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
at newsdesk @ bigspringherald.com.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
Lmnyourlettontonomorethanaoom :
* Sign your letter.
* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.
* We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.
* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.
* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor @ bigspringherald.com

" of “mistakes” on

Libs take credit for Bush poll climb

is amusing to watch liberals
try to explain away the,
recent upswing in President
Bush'’s approval rating, from
around 39 percent to 47 percent.
Sure enough, they've figured a
, way to attribute the turnaround to
' a validatiop of their positions
! rather than his policies.

G They are promoting the idea that
’ President Bush's pop-

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big | |

‘I ularity increase is
due to his admlsann

Iraq. But this is
merely wishful think-
ing.

Ever since
President Bush
attacked Iraq,
Democrats have been Davip
castigating him for LIMBAUGH
doing it and for how
he’s handled the oper-
ation every step of the way. After
all, their best political hope is
either that we fail in Iraq or, if we
succeed, that they can somehow
taint the effort from its inception
by showing he lied to get us into
an unnecessary and costly war.

Their persistence finally paid off
as the public -— treated to almost
exclusively negative reporting
from the mainstream media
(MSM) along with the Democrats’
ceaseless naysaying — grew ner-
vous about the war and lost some
confidence in President Bush.

Alas, the worm is turning.
Despite all their propaganda to the
contrary, the burgeoning Iraqi
constitutional republic in the
heart of the Arab Middle East —
as a direct result of the president’s
policies — is a profoundly positive
development. e

And to the Democrats’ and
MSM's everlasting frustration,
President Bush has stubbornly .
refused to admit he lied about
WMD for the simple reason that
he didn’t. So what are these poor
liberals to do when things are

starting to go north for Iraq and
President Bush and south for
them?

Well, one option would be to
admit they were wrong. They're
particularly fond of demanding the
president admit his mistakes. So
why don’t they just concede he
wasn’t lying about WMD and that
his vision for Iraq appears to be
paying off?

The answer is that it would ren-
der them even more irrelevant

.and further diminish their politi-

cal prospects. A better solution
would be to pretend the presi-
dent’s turnaround vindicates their
policies rather than his.

How can they pull that off?
Simple: Just portray his recent
speeches as mea culpas on Iraq
and appropriate his renewed popu-
larity for themselves. It’s sort of a
clever conversion of the adage “If
you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em” to “If
you can't beat him, pretend he
joined you.”

As Exhibit A for the liberal pros-
ecution, I cite the recent “Meet the
Press” episode during which Tom
Brokaw opined that “one of the
reasons the president’s doing bet-
ter in the national polls” now is
that he's admitting his “mistakes”
about Iraq.

As Exhibit.B, see the Dec. 29
Washington Post story reporting
that President Bush'’s upsurge is
due to a two-pronged strategy of
“lash(ing) ofit at war opponents in
Congress” and his adoption of a
“humbler assessment of events on
the ground in Iraq that included
admissions about how some of his
expectations had been frustrated.”

As Exhibits C through ZZZ, 1
refer you to numerous TV and
radio programs in which liberals
have echoed the theme that Bush
is now admitting his mistakes
concerning Iraq.

Nonsense. The president has
never claimed personal inerrancy.
He has just refused to admit he

wrong to have gone into Iraq, even
knowing what we now think we
know about their WMD.

As Exhibit 1 for the presient’s
defense, I offer the president’s
Dec. 19 press conference where he
was gratuitously asked, on the
heels of the historic Iraqi election,

to name his biggest mistake.

He pointed out that he refused to
take the bait the last time the
question was asked because he

believed the MSM were trying to

get him to admit it was a mistake
to go into Iraq. President Bush
said, “And it wasn’t a mistake to
go into Iraq. It was the right deci-
sion to make.”

He.then went on to discuss other
decisions involving Iraq, some of
which might have been mistakes
and some of which probably
weren't.

It’s rather pathetic for
Democrats and the MSM to argue
that the president’s rising poll
numbers can be traced to his
acknowledgment of errors. It's not
as if the public has been sitting
around stewing about his alleged
stubbornness. If a disinclination
toward repentance caused a presi-
dent’s popularity to decrease, then
President Clinton would have been
the least popular president in his-
tory.

No, President Bush's popularity
is returning because his Iraq poli-
cies are bearing fruit and he is
fighting back in a systematic and
sustained way against his partisan
accusers. The public is finally
hearing him defend himself with
well-earned righteous indignation

It's a beautiful thing.

To find out more about David
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. And
to read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2005 CREATORS

lied about WMD or that he was SYNDICATE, INC.
A D D R B S S E S Big Spring State Representative McEwen Insurance): 267-1413.
Phone: (432) 264-0722 Texas 85th District Grea Biooison — Home:
P.O. Box 2910 267-6009; Work (Greg's Grill):
« GEORGE W. BUSH * RICK PERRY Austin, 78768 267-7121.
President Governor Phone: (512) 463-0604 W.A. “Wo0oDY" JUMPER —

The White House

State Capitol, Room 2S.1

Home: 263-0782; Work

Washington, D.C. 20500 P.O. Box 12428 *KEL SELIGER (BSSH): 267-8216.

Austin, 78711 State Senator STEPHANIE HORTON — Home:
« JOHN CORNYN Phone: (512) 463-2000 401 Austin, suite 101 264-0306; Work (VA Medical
U.S. Senator Big Spring, 79720 Center): 263-7361..
Washington, DC 20510-4305 * KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON (432) 268-9909 JOANN StAauLcurP — Home:
Phone: 202-224-2934 U.S. Senator ’ 263-4980.

703 Hart Office Building BIG SPRING GLORIA McDONALD — Home:
* RANDY NEUGEBAUER Washington, 20510 CITY COUNCIL 263-4835.
U.S. Representative (19th Phone: 202-224-5922 Joann Knox — Home: 816-
Cong. District) Russ MCEWEN, MAYOR — 9083; Work (BSISD) 264-
1510 Scurry * PETE LANEY Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ 3635.

» wage has been stuck at $5.15
. an hour. It’s bad economics,
it's bad policy, it's stupid, it's
unfair, and it's high damn time to
do something about it. It is also,
as Sen. Edward Kennedy says, a
moral issue.

The Democrats have a new strat-
egy that may finally get the
Republicans off the pot. They're
working to get a minimum wage
increase on state ballots, including
Ohio, Michigan, Arizona,

. Colorado, Nevada, Arkansas and

Montana. The theory is that
putting a minimum-wage increase
on the ballot does for Democrats
what putting on an anti-gay mar-
riage proposition does for
Republicans — it gets out the
base.

Of the seven states with the best
chance to have minimum wage
ballot initiatives, five were decid-
ed by less that 10 percentage
points in the most recent presiden-
tial election. In theory, this should
scare the happy pappy out of the
Republicans, who will then vote to
increase the minimum wage the
first chance they get in Congress,
thus assuring an increase either -
way. Clever, eh?

The last minimum wage increase
dates to September 1997, and infla-
tion has since eroded the wage's
buying power to its second-lowest
level since 1955, according to the
Economic Policy Institute.
Republican opposition to an
increase is based entirely on ideo-
logical grounds. Many
Republicans keep saying increas-
ing the minimum wage will hurt
small business, for which there is
no evidence, and cause people
making the minimum wage to be
laid off. But again, there is no eyi-
dence. Time after time, round

after round, these same argu-
ments, which are demonstrably
false, keep getting repeated. It is
really quite painful, since the eco-
nomic effects of a minimum wage
increase have been documented so
often.

If the minimum
wage had kept pace
with inflation since
1968, when it was
$1.60 an hour, it
would be $7.60 an
hour today, accord-
ing to the AFL-CIO.
A year-round, full-
time worker would
MorLy have to make $7.74
an hour just to be at
the poverty level for
a family of three —
$2.59 above the cur-
rent minimum wage. The gap
between middle-class workers and
those making the minimum wage
is the largest on record.

Of course, we all enjoy reading
about the record Christmas bonus-
es various CEOs, top executives
and board members have voted
themselves lately. The business
pages are just a jolly recap — no
one ever gets coals and switches
when they set their own salary.
Here’s to starting 2006 off with
this simple bit of fairness.

Well, nothing like getting to the
end of the year to give us occasion
to pause in wonder that we have
once again survived even in the
face of fresh heights of human stu-
pidity. From the day Sen. Bill
Frist, M.D., successfully diagnosed
Terri Schiavo by watching her on
videotape ("She certainly seems to
respond to visual stimuli,” he
said. Her autopsy later revealed
she was blind) to the happy day
Veeper Cheney told us the Iraqi
insurgency was in its last throes,
it’s been just one delightful
episode after another. Truly, 1do

IVINS

Time for minimun wage increase

: 006 makes the ninth year in
! A0 ! a row the federal minimum
of Precinct 4 seat with incumbent Roy D. Beauchamp * Z"

not understand how people can
become discouraged about our
national life, when players like
Jack Abramoff, Tom DeLay and
Ralph Reed face just deserts.

For a new standard in gracious-
ness, who can forget Barbara Bush
speaking of refugees from
Hurricane Katrina stashed in the
Astrodome: “What I'm hearing,
which is sort of scary, is they all
want to stay in Texas. Everyone is
so overwhelmed by the hospitality.
And so many people in the arena
here, you know, were underprivi-
leged anyway, so this is working
very well for them.”

Sure, Katrina was awful, but it
brought Michael heckuva-job-
Brownie Brown to our attention,
s0 we got to read his inspiring e-
mails — such as, “I am a fashion
gm'”

For those who have been won-
dering where all the heroes are,
let me recommend Russ Feingold,
John Murtha and Cindy Sheehan.
Isn’t it amazing how often all you
have to do to be a hero to is to
stand up and tell the truth?

With those few, shining excep-
tions, we can bid adieu to 2005
without great regret. Or, as Texas
Gov. Rick Perry said to a reporter
earlier this year, “Adios, mo-fo.”

Apology: I bit on a bad story in
my Dec. 20 column. The tale of the
UMass-Dartmouth student who
was visited by the feds for check-
ing out Mao's “Little Red Book”
has turned out to be a hoax. So
SOITYy.

To find out more about Molly
Ivins and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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's Grill):

A pelican similar to the one found on 20 West.

mnable to conceal
her excitement,
the teacher’s aide

greeted my return from
lunch with “There’s a
pelican in your. bath-
room!”

Numerous ' songbirds
and birds of prey had
previously been brought
to my office during the
noon hour. Some of the
birds demanded immedi-
ate attention; others were
dropped off as a matter of
convenience. All could
stay in boxes in the bath-
room until the end of the
school day.

If it had been the fall of
the year, I would not
have been so amazed.
However, it was the third
of May. Most of the peli-
cans migrating through
the Big Spring area were
seen on area lakes in
October or November.

Even stranger was the
fact that the pelican had
been noticed while walk-
ing in front of the aban-
doned Stucky’s on IS 20
west of town. The closest
body of water in that
atea was Four Mile Lake,
which parallels the inter-
state and railroad tracks.

Numerous pelicans rest
and feast on the aquatic
life in the lake during
their fall migration. The
pelican’s companjons
had left the lake and con-
tinued their journey to
the south.

For some reason, per-
haps this bird stayed in
the area, found enough
food and broke its wing
as it decided to seek food
elsewhere. Another pos-
sibility was that it was
injured during the spring
migration. A passing
motorist caught the peli-
can and delivered it to
the school.

Courtesy photo

The wing could be set,
but the bird would never
be able to endure the rig-
orous - flying required
during migration. After a
lengthy rehab, arrange-
ments were made with
the Fort Worth Zoo to
accept the pelican.

Leaving early one
morning, we drove to
Midland to get the bird
for its journey to the zoo.
Only after staying in

~quarantine would the

pelican be placed with
two other non-releasable
pelicans that had broken
wings: one had been
found in Grapevine
Lake, the other was
walking in the middle of
the street in downtown

.Fort Worth.

Before we loaded the
bird into a carrier, we
noticed it had just swal-
lowed a trout for its
morning appetizer. This
was to become a real test
of our SUV’'s flow
through ventilation sys-
tem. The pelican seemed
to enjoy the trip, but
about Abilene, a distinct
aroma filled the vehicle.

It seemed with every
mile it became more pun-
gent. Partially digested
fish may be fine for
young pelicans feeding
from their mothers’
pouches. For us, howev-
er, it was a test of our
endurance in trying to
help wildlife. The zoo
was a welcome sight and
their veterinarian imme-
diately took the pelican
to the quarantine area.

As we drove back to
Big Spring, we felt so
privileged to have han-
dled a pelican. Just to
hold a wiggling, 25-pound
bird with enormous flap-
ping wings and thrash-
ing feet had been a chal-
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SA

swore I would-
n't do it again
last year, and I
meant it.
owever, despite my
best efforts, here I
am once again, on
the precipice of mak-
ing New Years reso-
lutions. |

Of course, the real
question isn’t
whether or not I'll
take on a number of
lost causes in the
hopes of making 2006 better than
2005, but which ones will I focus
on for the next 365 days. OK, so
my track record dictates at least

THOMAS
JENKINS

ment elec
tion —
and gar-
nering about as much attention —
I'm setting up my mental ballots
to weed out the really dumb reso-
lutions from the innocuous,
maybe even worthwhile resolu-
tions.

Here's a 100k at my resolutions
ballot as it stands now:

I should try to get in better
physical shape. Yeah, this one
seems to carry over from year to
year, and I think it’s safe to say
I've yet to fulfill it. Of course, 1
have found some consolation in it.

One of my friends is a health
nut. He drinks the energy and
meal replacement shakes and
spends approximately a third of
his life sweating in a gym,
pumpin’ iron in what us non-ath-
letes consider total overkill.

* He has this same resolution on
his list, so I'm pretty sure this
one’s futile.

On the other hand, I know a guy
who had a heart attack not too
long ago — while he was shannel
surfing. So maybe this one’s not
such a bad idea. I'd hate to buy
the farm in the middle of watch-
ing Family Guy.

I should stop watching the
Chappelle Show so much. OK, so

maybe I can watch it all I want,
but I definitely need to stop quot-
ing it so often.

Don’t get me wrong, it's one of
the funniest shows on TV.
However, the last time I yelled out
“is this the five o’clock free crack
giveaway?!” people kind of looked
at me funny. I guess not everyone
knows who Tyrone Biggums is.

I should try to be more consider-
ate of other people’s feelings.
Especially my Republican friends,
who's allegiance to President
Dubbya is frightening at best.

Of course, you could look at this
resolution from the other side of
the spectrum, because it would

the next I should
30 days, stop
but who's - - checking
countlng. my fanta-
sy foot-
Much ball
like a con- scores

== resolutions for 2006 :=::

most likely help me avoid a
Texas-sized butt-whoopin’ from
the right side. Resolution or self
preservation? I'm not quite sure
yet.
8

I should try to respect classic
rock again. Yeah, this one’s a defi-
nite long shot. Anyone who knows
me knows full well how sick I am
of classic rock, especially when it
comes to its apparent monopoliza-
tion of the rock-oriented radio sta-
tions in the Lone Star State.

However, it’s important not to
forget where we come from,
whether it’s our heritage or our
music. Do Alice In Chains or
Nirvana qualify as classic rock
yet? That would definitely help
me out on this one.

I should help the people I care
about stop smoking or using
tobacco products. Of course,
there’s quite a bit of confusion
over exactly how to accomplish
this resolution since my idea of

~ helping someone beat withdrawals

"is chaining them to a wall for a
couple of weeks. Of course, there
is the whole “illegal restraint”
thing to deal with later.

Again, here’s a resolution that's
disguised as an attempt to help
my fellow man when it most like-

- me near the bottom of the heap

" Carolina transplant still fumbling

ly comes down to my being physi-
cally repulsed by smoking and
dipping snuff. You can thank my
cousin for that one. He yelled
“catch!” across a parking lot one -
day and the item that landed in
my hands was his used, soggy,
spit-laden snuff. I still can’t stand
him.

I should respond to my snail-
mail as quickly 'as I respond to
my e-mail. This one’s here as
nothing more than filler, ‘cause I
can already tell you it’s never
going to happen. Maybe I should
put getting everyone I deal with
proficient with e-mail on my list.

our
league’s
season ended this week, leaving

and already jonesin’ for the 2006
season. For those who don’t
already know, fantasy football is
extremely addictive and populated
by over-militant football junkies
who not only have last year's stats
memorized, they have them tat-
tooed to the back of their heads.
Who could ask for more, right?

I should be nicer to the poor,
idiotic numbskulls that cut me off
in traffic. I can just smile and
wave, donning my best “sorry
about that fella” apologetic look
and drive on like nothing hap-
pened. I'd say that's a pretty dras-
tic change from my normal horn-
blowing reaction.

This resolution would last about
30 minutes.

Wish your favorite resolutions
luck, people! It’s 2006!

Thomas Jenkins, a South

through a case of Texas culture
shock, is a Staff Writer for the Big
Spring Herald by day and rock
guitarist for local band Rustic
Circle by night. Contact Jenkins
at 263-7831 ext. 232 or by e-mail at
citydesk@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

TODAY

* Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* The Big Spring Symphony Association’s January
board meeting is in the BSSA office, 808 Scurry, at 5:30
p.m.

* League of Latin American Citizens LULAC Chapter

» Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at wne Spring City
Senior Citizen's Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

» Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

» Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

w One of the largest water lenge. 4791 meets at 6 p.m. in the board room of the YMCA.
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By SHEILA FLYNN
Associated Press Writer
RINGGOLD — Carol

Ezzell shook her head in
disbelief Monday as she
stood between the burned-
out shell of her mother-in-
law’'s home and - the
charred remains of a
landmark ' grocery store
her husband’s family
started in the ‘50s.

. 'A New Year’s Day grass
fire, one of dozens in
drought-stricken parts of
Texas, Oklahoma and
New Mexico, destroyed
most of this ranch and
cattle town of about 100
residents near the
Oklahoma border, burn-
ing about 50 homes and
40,000 acres as the wind
swept the fire 13 miles
from Ringgold to Nocona.

“It didn’t take 30 min-
utes,” said Ezzell of the
blaze, which destroyed all
but seven buildings on
the town’s Main Street,
including the post office,
as well as livestock and
hay fields.

As the wall of fire
moved through town, the
wind caused what Ezzell
described as little fire tor-
nadoes. “It was just turn-
ing, and every time it
would make a loop it
would just leap” and
begin burning somewhere
new.

Gov.  Rick Perry trav-
eled to Nocona and
Ringgold Monday to sur-
vey ths damaged area,
near Wichita Falls, where
3,200 residents were evac-

NATION \
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Firefighters still battling blazes across Texas

uated Sunday ahead of
the fires.

Since the rash of wild-
fires began in December,
fires have consumed
more than 215,000 acres,
destroyed more than 250
homes and left three peo-
ple dead, according to fig-
ures: from the Forest
Service.

“Yesterday was a tough
day in Texas. We had
over 50,000 acres of land
burned.™ That was an
extraordinary day in the
history of this state,”
Perry said.

“There has been no loss
of life here,” he told a

Monday.

F e,
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’ KRT photo/Jill Johnson, Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Charred romalmofacaranallﬂmtnmaln.tthlshounlnmw Monday. A fire swept
through the town on New Year's Day and devastated about 80 percent of the town.

handful of Nocona resi-
dents, but “a number of
businesses and people
who have lost everything
that they have.”

Perry declared Texas a
disaster area last week
because of the fires and
drought, and he said the
declaration will help peo-

ple to receive federal aid- _

to rebuild. He said with-
out federal Homeland
Security money, which
helped buy some equip-
ment now being used to
fight the wildfires, the
damage may have been
much worse.

If fires had occurred two

KRT photo/Bob Pepping, Contra Costa Times
Diana De Luca bails water from her canoe before ferrying residents back across the flood-
ed Neeley Road to their homes in the Guemewood Park develppment in Guerneville, Calif.,

Flooding soaks California towns

(KRT) — California’s
first big rainstorm of the
new year departed the
region Monday, soaking
the southern San
Francisco Bay area, wash-
ing out a section of
Highway 9 in the Santa
Cruz Mountains and mak-
ing life miserable for
thousands still left with-
out power for a second
day.

And with another win-
ter storm expected to hit
the Bay area today or
Wednesday, northern Bay
residents hurried to clean
up from the massive
weekend flooding that
soaked downtowns in
wine country from Napa
to San Anselmo.

Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger declared
a state of emergency in
seven north Bay counties
as the rain-swollen Napa
and Russian rivers slowly
subsided Monday. Late in
the day, he stopped in
Napa to inspect the dam-
age from what a city
spokesman called a “his-
toric flood” that damaged
more than 1,500 homes
and businesses.

But to the south, there
was only scattered dam-
age in Santa Clara and
Santa Cruz counties, even
though Monday’'s storm

dropped 1-1/2 inches of

rain on the Peninsula and
San Jose, and more than

three inches in the moun-
tain town of Ben Lomond.

Meanwhile, about 20,000
utility customers in the
two counties remained
without power, and some
frustrated residents said
they had gone without
heat or phone service for
days.

“I haven’'t had a phone
in three days,” said Emily
Cress of Boulder Creek,
adding that the timing
was awful because her
sister died three days ago
and it’s been hard to com-
municate with family
members.

Utility officials said

Miracle-Ear s Coming To You!

Our hearing ald service center is coming to a
oommhmmﬂonnmm.ltoplnfor

@ Froe hearng teat*

@ Hoaring aid repair and &ervige needs - no
atter whal Inake or medel

B Complete salaction of hearng accessones

If you Suspet you have @ heanng 188, of Gur

fently wear a heanng aid, you don‘t want to

s this imitadtime event.

The Choate Co. Building *® 1318 E. 4th + Big Spring

Wednesday, January 4, 2006 * 10:00am - 3:00pm
Other hours available at our Midiand Office - Miracle Ear,
Inside Sears, Midiand Park Mall, Monday - Friday, 10:00am - 5:00pm ?

T he Hearr

they hoped to restore ser-
vice to most customers by
Tuesday.

Caltrans officials said a
section of Highway 9
south of Felton will be
closed indefinitely
because the roadway col-
lapsed in the rain. The
road normally carries
about 6,500 cars a day
between Santa Cruz and
Felton.

And in the low-lying
Alviso section of San
Jose, residents reported
several buildings flooded
when a system of munici-
pal pumps and storm
drains failed to operate.

~Miracle b

g Aid Center America Trusts

years ago “it would have
been a substantially dif-
ferent story,” Perry said.
No deaths were reported
as a result of the nearly 60
fires that began burning
Sunday, which prompted
evacuations and road clo-
sures in North and West
Texas. Weary firefighters
including crews from
Alabama, Florida,
Louisiana, Tennessee and
Wisconsin _ continued to
work Monday to contain
several of those fires.
State authorities dis-
patched more helicopters
and airplanes to battle a
35,000-acre blaze near the
small towns of Carbon,
Gorman and Desdemona,
Texas Forest Service
spokeswoman Traci
Weaver said. By Monday
afternoon, firefighters
had beaten back the blaze
to just a few hundred of
acres of mostly open
ranch land, said Mark
Pipkin of the Eastland

the Texas Forest Service:

the damage.

Fighting the flames

A look at the major grass fires in Texas, according to

— A 35,000-acre fire in Eastland County, about 125
miles west of Dallas, was still burning Monday afternoon.
The fire destroyed 35 structures and a church, forced
evacuation of the towns Carbon, Gorman and
Desdemona and essentially destroyed the tiny community
of Kokomo, which lost at least eight homes. Firefighters
were using two Chinooks and seven Blackhawk heli- -
copters to dump water on the blaze, which had beaten
back to just a few hundred acres of mostly open ranch
land. Two firefighters suffered minor injuries.

— A 40,000-acre fire was burning near Ringgold and
Nocona. Three firefighters and two civilians were injured.
Thirty-two homes were destroyed and eight were saved.
Four helicopters were handling the blaze.

— Crews contained a fire that burned 1,800 acres
northeast of Mineral Wells. Fifteen homes, 14 outbuildings
and 12 vehicles were destroyed. One horse and one cow
were killed. Two firefighters were injured. One suffered
second-degree burns and another smoke inhalation.

— A 40,000-acre fire in Sterling County northwest of
San Angelo was still burning. No structural damage was
reported. Two minor injuries were reported.

— A 6,700-acre fire in Donley County threatened about
70 homes. Planes were sent to determme the extent of

— Total across Texas: More than 100,000 acres and
more than 50 homes have been burned since Sunday.

Source: The Associated Press

Fire Department.

Eastland City Manager
Don Wilson said officials
will investigate the cause
of the fire that he said
started near a hunter’s
tree stand near Rising
Star.

A 40,000-acre fire in
Sterling County near San
Angelo and a 6,700-acre
fire threatening 70 homes
in the Panhandle county
of Donley also continued
to burn, Forest Service
spokesman Tom Valluzzi
said.

More than 520 firefight-

.ers are on the ground

helping the thousands of
local and volunteer fire-

fighters, . Perry said.
Texas has 97 aircraft
fighting the blazes, along
with the 88 -bulldozer
crews and 32 fire engines
fighting the fires from the

.ground, he said.

In Kokomo, a tiny rural
community between
Abilene and Fort Worth,
the church and communi-
ty center were a heap of
smoldering bricks and
twisted metal.
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Does it pay to
paper train your kids?

l\lAME:

There’s only one way to find out.

Most people agree that children who enjoy reading fare better in
school than children who don't. Statistics show that adult daily newspa-
per subscribers tend to enjoy a higher education and greater affluence
than non-subscribers.

Does this mean that subscribing to newspapers can give your kids a
head start in life? does it mean that your children can turn this early
learning into greater achievements both now and in years to come?

There’s only one way to find out.

Subscribe now to The Big Spring Herald. Just think, for less than the
price of a new pair of tennis shows, you might give your kids some-
thing even better... A running start in life. '

Subscribe now and get 4 months for the price of 3!

W -----------—--1
‘_l ES Start my 4 months for the price of 3 subscription to the I
erald. Enclosed is $25.95. Expires Jan. 31, 2006

IADDRESS:

L.

STATE: ZIP:

ITELEPHONE:
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HERALD

drop off at710 Scurry Street,

or to pay by phone call 263-7331 and ask for circulation
L---------------‘

*New subscribers only. l
Mail to PO Box 1431,
Big Spring, TX 79721,
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SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331,
Ext. 237. Email results to:

sports @bigspringherald.com
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Coahoma finishes fourth at Big Lake tourney

By STEVE REAGAN

Staff Writer

COAHOMA — Now that

they've shook off the rust
from the Christmas
break, the Coahoma
Bulldogs look to further
fine-tune things before
heading into district bas-
ketball competition.

The Bulldogs tuned up
for the second half of the
basketball season by plac-
ing fourth in last week-
end’s Reagan County bas-
ketball tournament in Big
Lake.

Coahoma opened tour-
nament play with a con-
vincing 43-26 victory over
Irion County.

All-tournament  pick
Kamrun Green led the
way with 12 points, while
Curt Lang and Patrick
Croft added 7 points each.

The Bulldogs found the
going rougher in the sec-
ond round, but held off a
late rally to take a 49-47
victory over Christoval.
Green again led the scor-
ing with 12 points, while
Jason Gonzales had 11
points and Colter Morgan

West Vlrglma tames
Bulldogs in Atlanta

* Mountaineers prove
they belonged in BCS
game after big victory

By PAUL NEWBERRY

AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — West
Virginia proved to be a
worthy member of the
Bowl Championship
Series.

The way those two
freshmen played in the
transplanted Sugar Bowl,
the Mountaineers may
want to aim higher next
season.

Steve Slaton rushed for
a record 204 yards, Pat
White ran the offense to
perfection and No. 11
West Virginia held on for
a 38-35 upset of eighth-
ranked Georgia in the
first Sugar Bowl played
outside of New Orleans.

The Mountaineers (11-1)
came in as the represen-
tative of the beleaguered
Big East, which has been
derided as an unworthy
member of the Bowl
Championship Series
since powerhouses Miami
and Virginia Tech bolted
for the Atlantic Coast
Conference.

But West Virginia's per-
formance against Georgia
— champion of the pow-
erful Southeastern
Conference and playing
just 75 miles from its
campus — proved the
Mountaineers are one of
the country's top teams.

That doesn't figure to
change next season now
that Slaton, a true fresh-
man, and White, a red-
shirt freshman, have a
full year under their
belts.

“We just have to take it
step by step,” Slaton said.
“I think we can compete
next year for the national
championship, but I don't
want to say too much
now.”

West Virginia jumped
to a 28-0 lead on the
Bulldogs (10-3) by the
opening minute of the
second quarter. The de
facto home team made a
game of it, but Slaton and
White — with help from a
fake punt in the closing
minutes — made sure
Georgia didn't come all

the way back.

“We played a great foot-
ball team,” - Bulldogs
coach Mark Richt said.
“They executed beautiful-
ly. If I was not coaching
against them, I really
would have enjoyed
watching it.”

Slaton wasn't even the
Mountaineers' best fresh-
man runner in fall camp
and didn't crack the start-
ing lineup until the sixth
game. Georgia certainly
had no answer for the
speedy back, who squirt-
ed through big holes and
left defenders such as All-
American safety Greg
Blue in the dust on a pair
of 52-yard touchdown
runs.

Slaton scored three TDs
in all and eclipsed the
previous Sugar Bowl
rushing record, a 202-yard
performance by Pitt's
Tony Dorsett in a nation-
al championship-clinch-
ing victory over Georgia
in 1977. ’

“It was just our speed,”
Slaton said. “They could-
n't match up with us.”

The Mountaineers
rushed for 382 yards
against a team that was
allowing just 124 per
game. White had 77 yards
on the ground (along with
completing 11-of-14 passes
for another 120 yards).
Fullback Owen Schmitt, a
transfer from Division III
Wisconsin-River Falls,
had a 54-yard run that set
up a field goal.

“I think we took to
heart some of the criti-
cism of our league and
the fact that no one was
predicting us to win,”
West Virginia coach Rich
Rodriguez said.
“Basically, we were play-
ing in their home envi-
ronment, their home
state.”

The Mountaineers
saved their biggest sur-
prise for the end. Georgia
was poised to get the ball
back when West Virginia
dropped back to punt on
fourth-and-6 at the
Bulldogs 48. Phil Brady
hauled in the long snap
but took off running,
gaining 10 yards on the
fake and a first down that

See SUGAR, Page 2B

Ohilo State’s running back Antonlo Pittman races 60 yards

for a score late In the fourth quarter against Notre Dame.

Ohlo State defeated Notre Dame 34-20 at the Flesta Bowl
at Sun Devil Stadlum in Tempe, Ariz., Monday.

added 10 points.

In the semifinals, a
scoreless first quarter
proved too much for the
‘Dogs to overcome as they
dropped a 48-23 decision
to Ballinger.

Croft led Coahoma with

10 points in that contest.

In contrast to the semis,
the third-place game
against Fort Stockton was
a back-and-forth affair,
with the Bulldogs coming
out on the short end of a
42-40 score. Green again
led Coahoma, this time
with 9 points.

“We were trying to get
our legs back after
Christmas,” head coach
Kim Nichols said. “I
thought the kids played
well. We had every
chance in the world to
win the third place game,

but it didn’t work out ...
But 1 was pleased with
our effort.”

The ‘Dogs (7-10) return
to action tonight when
they host Midland
Christian in the elemen-
tary gym.

Game times are 5 p.m.
for the freshmen, 6:30
p.m. for the junior varsity
and 8 p.m. for the varsity.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

KRT photo/Ron Jenkins, Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Alabama klcker Jamie Christensen, center, celebrates with teammates Kyie Bennett,

left, and Matt Miller, after his game winning kick against Texas Tech In the AT&T
Cotton Bowl in Dallas Monday. Alabama won 13-10.

Bama defense shuts down
Tech, Tide grab win on FG

KRT photo/Sharon M. Stelnman, Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Texas Tech's Clifton Eddington (40) kneels In front of the

bench as teammates Taurean Henderson, left, and
Shannon Woods sit dejected on the bench after Alabama
kicked a field goal to win the game, 13-10, during the
AT&T Cotton Bowl in Dallas Monday.

By PAUL J. WEBER

Associated Press Writer
DALLAS — Jamie
Christensen predicted
he'd kick the winning
field goal for Alabama.
He just never said
anything about how it
would look.
Christensen’s low
and wobbly kick from
45 yards out somehow
twirled far enough to
sneak inside the goal-
post as time expired,
giving No. 13 Alabama
a 13-10 victory over No.
18 Texas Tech in the
Cotton Bowl Monday.
Ugly as it was getting
there, the end was
uplifting — just like
the journey for
Alabama’s seniors,
who endured three
coaching changes,
NCAA probation and

See TECH, Page 2B

Smith, Ginn Jr. lead Buckeyes to
fourth consecutive bowl victory

* Irish defense gave
up 617 yards in loss
to No. 4 Ohio State

By BOB BAUM

AP Sports Writer

TEMPE, Ariz. — Big-
play offense and brutal
defense. Fourth-ranked
Ohy}o State had it all in
the Fiesta Bowl.

The' Buckeyes over-
whelmed No. 5 Notre
Dame 34-20 on Monday
night with scoring plays

of 56, 68, 85 and 60 yards.
So much for the plodding
but powerful Buckeyes of
the past.

“I had a lot of fun,” said
Ted Ginn, who scored on
a 56-yard pass from Troy
Smith and a 68-yard end
around. “I try to go out
and play hard and play
fast and do everything
right.”

Irish coach Charlie
Weis, architect of a Notre
Dame turnaround in just
one season, didn’'t have

the defensive speed to
slow down the Buckeyes.
Ohio State coach Jim
Tressel praised offensive
coordinator Jim Bollman.

“Coach Bollman and his
staff worked long and
hard for a:month, watch-
ing where we thought we
could make some big
things happen,” Tressel
said. “I thought they had
a tremendous plan, and
our guys executed it so

See FIESTA, Page 2B
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the Mike Price scandal
before leading the
Crimson Tide (10-2) to
their 28th season of dou-
ble-digit wins.

“When you go through
some tough times togeth-
er, you find out a lot
about each other,” said
Alabama coach, Mike
Shula, whose team ended
the regular season with
two losses. “There’s a lot
of different ways you can
go, and this team pulled
together. And this was
the result of it: 10 wins.”

It was the most dramat-
ic finish in the 70-year
history of the Cotton
Bowl since Joe Montana’s
game-tying touchdown
pass as time expired in
1979, when the extra
point put Notre Dame
past Houston 35-34.

Christensen, a sopho-
more who'd won consecu-
tive games in October in
the closing seconds, said
he didn’t doubt the kick’s
accuracy despite its pecu-
liar trajectory. Confident
his approach was flaw-
less, Christensen only
wondered about distance
and whether he could tell
freshman kicker Andrew
Friedman he was right all
along. _

With Alabama leading
10-3 in the second half,
Christensen laid out for
Friedman how the game
would end.

“I told him if they score
a touchdown, I'm going to
kick the game-winning
field goal,” said
Christensen, who earlier
missed a 39-yarder and
had a 38-yard attempt
blocked. “He said they
weren’t going to score a
touchdown. I said, "We'll
m.'"

He was right.

Texas Tech (9-3), flus-
tered by Alabama’s con-
stant pressure and
resilient man-to-man cov-
érage, finally got the ball
into the end zone with
2:56 remaining on Jarrett
Hicks’ 12-yard touchdown
pass from Cody Hodges.

The drive came after
Hodges sat out the previ-
ous series because of a
sore right knee.

SPORTS

KRT photo/Nick Oza, Macon Telegraph

West Virginia's Anthony Mimms tackles Georgla's Kenneth
Harrls at the Nokia Sug-- Bowl In the Georgla Dome In
Atlanta, Ga., Monday. West Virginia defeated Georgla, 38-

35.

' nerve to do

SUGAR

Continued from Page 1B
isentially sealed the vic-

“We didn't think they
would do that,” Richt
said. “Give them a lot of
credit. It takes ‘a lot of
that.”

The last of Slaton's
touchdowns gave the
Mountaineers a seeming-
ly comfortable 38-28 lead
with 8 1/2 minutes to go.
D.J. Shockley brought
Georgia back with his
third touchdown pass, a
43-yarder - to Bryan
McClendon with 5:13 left,
but the Bulldogs never
got the ball back.

The teams combined for
1,003 yards, much of it
coming in a wild first half
that ended with the
Mountaineers holding a
31-21 lead.

“West Virginia did a
heck of a job jumping on
us,” Richt said. “The only
consolation is we didn't
lay down and die.”

The 72nd Sugar Bowl
was shifted to Atlanta
after Hurricane Katrina

slammed into New

" Orleans, flooding the Big

Easy and leaving the
Superdome in no shape to
host a Pop Warner game,
much less a major bowl.

While poignant, the
Sugar was the least her-
alded of the BCS bowls, a
distant fourth to the
Fiesta matchup between
Notre Dame and Ohio
State, the Joe Paterno-vs.-
Bobby Bowden showdown
at the Orange and, of
course, the national
championship game
between No. 1 Southern
Cal and No. 2 Texas at the
Rose Bowl.

But the Fiesta — a 34-20
romp for Ohio State —
didn't come close on the
excitement meter. And
both the Orange and Rose
will be hard-pressed to
produce a game this
thrilling.

Darius Reynaud also
scored two touchdowns
for the Mountaineers,
who won for only the sec-
ond time in their last 13
bowl appearances. They
had lost their two previ-
ous trips to the Sugar
Bowl.

FIESTA

Continued from Page 1B

well.”

So make it four straight
bowl wins for the
Buckeyes, three at the
Fiesta.

Suspended from last
year's Alamo Bowl for
taking $500 from a boost-
er, Smith earned a mea-

. sure of redemption with

an offensive MVP perfor-
mance, hooking up on a
pair of long touchdown
passes.

Santonio Holmes set a
Fiesta Bowl record with
an 85-yard TD catch for
the Buckeyes (10-2), then
said he was forgoing his
senior season to enter the
NFL draft.

Darius Walker scored
all three touchdowns for
Notre Dame (9-3). The
Irish fell to 13-14 overall
in bowls, a disappointing
end for Weis in his first
year as their coach.

Smith completed 19 of 28

passes for a career-high
342 yards and ran for
another 66 in 13 attempts.

The junior from

‘Cleveland capped his per-

formance with a pair of
third-and-long comple-
tions on the Buckeyes’
final scoring drive.
Antonio Pittman, who
rushed for 136 yards on 21
carries, broke free on a
60-yard touchdown run to
seal the victory with 1:46
to play.

Ginn caught eight pass-
es for 167 yards. He
zigzagged into the end
zone on his long run to
help the Buckeyes take to
a 21-7 halftime. Holmes
caught five passes for 124
yards.

Ohio State had a Fiesta
Bowl-record 27 first
downs. The Buckéyes’ 617
yards were third-most in
the bowl’s 35-year history.

The intricate, efficient
offense Weis brought with
him from the New
England Patriots sput-
tered early before the
Irish mounted a come-

back that cut the lead to
seven in the fourth quar-
ter.

A.J. Hawk, Ohio State’s
Lombardi Award-winning
linebacker and the game’s
defensive MVP, sacked
his girlfriend’s brother,
Quinn, twice.

Hawk also ran down
Quinn to stop a third-
down play early in the
fourth quarter. _

Quinn, a third-team all-
American behind Matt
Leinart and Vince Young
of Texas, was 29-0f-45 for
286 yards but no touch-
downs. ’

The teams met for only
the fifth time in their sto-
ried histories, and for the
first in a bowl game.

A crucial play came
when a video replay nulli-
fied what would have
been an Ohio State
turnover in the third
quarter. :

With Notre Dame trail-
ing 21-13 and the
Buckeyes driving, Smith
threw over the middle to
Anthony Gonzalez, who

dropped the ball at the
Irish 12. Tom Zbikowski
picked it up for Notre
Dame and ran 88 yards to
the end zone. An illegal
block would have brought
it back to the Buckeyes
21, but a video review of
the play determined
Gonzalez juggled the ball
and it was ruled an
incompletion.

“That was THE play,”
Weis said. “What I said to
the official on the field is
I hope your guy upstairs
was right because. that
changed the whole com-
plexion of the game.”

Josh Huston kicked a
40-yard field goal and
-Ohio State led 24-13 with
2:20 to go in the third
quarter.

Huston’'s 26-yard field
goal with 10:12 to play
made it 27-13.

Notre Dame mounted its

best drive, 80 yards in 13
plays, to cut the lead to
27-20. Walker's 3-yard run
was ruled a touchdown
after another video
review with 5:27 left.
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Wisky sends
Alvarez out
with big win

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) —
Brian Calhoun rushed for
213 yards and Wisconsin
coach Barry Alvarez got a
win in his final game as
the Badgers defeated No.
7 Auburn, 24-10, in the

Capital One Bowl

Calhoun, a junior con-
sidering a leap to the
NFL, carried 30 times and
scored on a 33-yard run
in the fourth quarter.
John Stocco threw for 301
yards and two touchdown

for the Badgers (10-3).

The Tigers (9-3) were
held scoreless in the first
half for the first time this
season and finished with

only 236 yards.

It was a fitting farewell
who led
Wisconsin to eight bowl
wins in 16 seasons and
now will focus on his
duties as -athletic direc-

for Alvarez,

tor.

No. 12 Virginia Tech 35,

No. 15 Louisville 24
(Gator Bowl)

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.
Marcus Vick
threw two touchdown
James
Anderson returned an
interception 39 yards for
a score to lead Virginia

(AP) —

passes and

Tech.

The Hokies (11-2) scored
on three consecutive pos-
sessions in the second
half, rallying from a 17-10
deficit to take a 28-24

lead.

No. 16 Florida 31,
No. 25 lowa 24
(Outback Bowl)

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) —
Chris Leak threw two
touchdown - passes to
Dallas Baker and Florida
held on for the win

against the Hawkeyes.

Leak threw for 277
yards and Baker finished
with 10 catches for 147
yards for the Gators (9-3),
who led 24-7 at halftime.
Vernell Brown returned
an interception 60 yards

for a touchdown.

Drew Tate threw for 346
yards and three touch-

downs for Iowa (7-5).
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He just }‘ p
loved tco
run, an«
run fast
He woul
try toru
faste
than hi¢ bigger sister, but
he coul never run faster
than she ould! For she was
much t_ger than Weston,
and sh. would always be
bigger because she was
much older than he. That
didn't matter to Weston, for
he just always knew that he
would run faster someday!
But, the day never did come!
Every time they raced, his
sister always ran faster.
; ' When
Weston
was a
little
] boy of
. three
@ years
old, all
he ever
wanted
to do
W as

hen Weston wa
a very little b
of only one year

old, all he wanted to do was
race up and down the hall-

race his father. He wanted

._torun faster than his father,
‘and beat him in a race. But,
that day never came! One
time, when Weston and his
father were racing around
the outside of their home,
his father let him win, as all
fathers do, sometimes.
Weston knew that his father
was not running as fast as
he could go, and had really
let him win. That was fun
for Weston, but not as much
fun as it would have been if
he had really won the race.
His father could always run
faster, because he was much
bigger than Weston!

When Weston was a little
boy of seven years old, all he
ever wanted to do was run
faster than all his school-
mates and friends. Weston
was much bigger now, but
so were his friends! Race
after race, Weston's friends
and schoolmates always ran
faster! Was Weston ever
going to win a race? Do you
think Weston will ever win
arace? Remember, this is a
bedtime story! And bedtime
stories always have a happy
ending, don't they? Or, do
they?

When Weston was a bigger
boy of eleven years old, all
he ever wanted to do was
win a race. Just any old race

would be fine! Just one
race! He tried running
faster than his sister again.
She beat him! He tried run-
ning faster than his father
again. His father beat him!
He tried running faster than
his friends and schoolmates
again. They all beat him!
Will Weston give up?

NEVER!

For Weston knows that he
will never win that one race
if he gives up and stops try-
ing. Weston will never give
up! Good for Weston!

When Weston Wwas an even

National ription

1001 S. Gregg
263-7316

bigger boy of fifteen years
old, a1l he wanted to do still,
was go faster than some-
body! Anybody! And that is
when he got that beautiful
bike for his birthday! It was
a "Western Flyer" bike, too!
What a bike it was! Weston
loved that Western Flyer.
He rode that bike every-
where! He rode it to school!
He rode it to his friend's
homes! He even rode to his
favorite fishing hole!

Here is where this story
gets really good for Weston!

fizza lun.

1702 GREGG
263-1381

He had noticed that if he
changed the fenders on that
bike, then, it would proba-
bly go even faster! He
noticed that if he changed
the handlebars on his bike,
then he could pedal it even
faster! He had noticed a lot
of things he could do to

make the Western Flyer go

‘even faster!

Finally the day came when
Weston had finished chang-
ing his bike to make it go as
fast as it could possibly go.
He decided to try it, and see
if he could go really fast! He
did! It did! That Western
Flyer was really flying now!
Weston had never gone that
fast before! And he loved it!
He loved going fast! He

THE WESTON FLYER

loved his Western Flyer
even more now!

Weston's sister had a shiny
bike. Weston's father had a
shiny bike. .All of Weston's
friends and schoolmates had
shiny bikes, too! Can you
guess what's going to hap-
P en
next?
Will
Weston
ask all
of them
to race
him?
(o) f
course
he will!

They all met at the city
park that day, with their
shiny bikes. The park had
lots of safe bike paths for
this race. They all lined up
at the very beginning of the
bike path. Weston's mother,
Amy, blew the starting
whistle. Off they went!
Weston started off really
fast! Then, he went even
faster! Then, he went as fast
as that Western Flyer could
ever go!

Pretty soon, Weston could
no longer even hear the
other bikes behind him. He
had ran faster than all of the
others. He could no longer
even see the others! He still .
peddled the Western Flyer

faster than he had ever done
before. Weston always
wanted to win just one race!
And he was not going to
slow down now! Not now!
He could see the finish line!
Closer and closer! All he
could think of was he is
going to win his first race,
today!

When Weston crossed that
finish line, all you could see
was his great big smile! He
had won a race, finally!
What a race it had been, too!
Later, as the other racers
came across the finish line,
they all gath- "
ered around
Weston. 4
They were so
proud of
him! Not

because he J/

had won this <
race, but beanx’ he never
made excuses for not win-
ning all the other races, nor
did he cry and complain.
He just kept trying! He
would not give up! He wo!
his race!! :

From that day on, every
time Weston's family, or
friends, or schoolmates, saw
Weston riding that bike,
they would wish they had
one just like that "Weston
Flyer."
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Business Opportunity

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re-
sponsible for the specific con-
tent of the National Classified
ads. Before investing moriey in
a business/employment oppor-
tunity with which you are unfa-

miliar, please call the National
Better Business Bureau at
703-276-0100 or visit
www.bbb.org

Garage Sales

AVON CLEARANCE SALE!
Tues., Jan. 3rd, 614 Dallas St.,
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. & 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Credit cards
and checks accepted!

Help Wanted

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking
applications. We offer benefits,
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in
person at 501 E. 3rd.

BUSY COLLISION repair shop
in need of estimator and/or
bodyman. Must have experi-
ence and tools. Benefits avail-
able. Call (432)263-7306.

CANTEEN CORRECTIONS
now hiring for 8 Positions.
Starting pay is $9.37. Training
provided, 3 day work week
Must pass criminal and credit
check. Pick up application at
2004 First Ave. Building #48 or
Texas Work Force Call
(432)263-2366. :
DOWN HOLE Pump Reparr
Delivery Person. Experience
Preferred, but will train. Salary
D.O.E. Full Benefits Package
Send Resume to P.O. Box
2234, Big Spring.

Help Wanted

CLERICAL POSITION avail-
able. Bilingual required. Tem-

porary position of approxi-
mately four months. Job will in-
clude filing, answering tele-
phone, and computer data en-
try. For interview call
(432)264-7563.

COAHOMA ISD is accepting
applications for building custo-
dian. Applications are available
at the Administration Office,
600 North Main. Applications
accepted until the position
filled. Coahoma ISD is an
equal opportunity employer.

COMMERCIAL CARPENTER
NEEDED

Interior tim and finish out car-

penter needed immediately for

construction project in Big

Spring Call Sandy  at
(432)264-9894 Or.
(325)656-5273 (cell). Equal

Opportunity Employer.

Drivers
needed. Hourly + mileage +
tips. Competition says better
commission, but you can't
make commission doing dishes
for the sit down lobby. Go by
2111 S Gregg or call
(432)267-4111. .

DOMINOS  PIZZA

IMMEDI-
ATELY!! Excellent benefits in-
clude health, dental, life, LTD,
401k and quarterly bonuses.
Class B CDL, HAZMAT re-
quired, LP License a plus, Pay
D.O.E. Eddins-Walcher 208

DRIVER NEEDED

Old Lubbock Hwy., Snyder or
call (325)573-5722

Help Wanted

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in
transpont of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum  Products. Coastal
serves high profile accounts &
needs dedicated professionals
to join our growing team in Big
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A
& One year driving experience.
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

DRUG SCREEN Compliance is
looking for a Collector. Salary
DOE. AQualified candidates
should apply in person at 501
Birdwell #17, Big Spring. EOE.

Full-time Cook 'needed at
SWCID, 3200 C Ave. Apply in
person, January 3rd, 4th & 5th
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. No Phone
Calls Please.

HELENA CHEMICAL is now
hiring for a Liquid Plant Man-
agement position. Excellent
benefits, excellent pay. Apply
in person to Helena Chemical,
100 S. St. Peter, Stanton,
Texas.

HELENA CHEMICAL is now
hiring class A-CDL driver.Ex-
cellent benefits, excellent pay.

Apply in person to Helena
Chemical, 100 S. St. Peter,
Stanton, Texas.

HUSBAND/WIFE TEAM

needed as Dorm parents for
basic Child-Care Facility. Sal-
ary plus room & board, bene-
fits. Call Texas Pythian Home,
8:00-5:00, Monday-Friday
(817)594-4465 or visit our web
site www.pythianhome.org
NEED MATURE person ‘to do
light cooking & cleaning from
9:00am to 1:00pm. Part-time.
Call (432)267-1872.

Help Wanted

IMMEDIATE OPENING for
part-time Laundry attendant.
Work 7 days- 7 days off. Must

1208
11th

have own car. Apply
Gregg Street or 208
Place.

MIDWESTERN SERVICES,
Inc.

Tank Cleaners needed. In &
out of state travel & work 60+
hrs. per week Transportation
to and from job site. Hotel paid
& $175 a week per diem.
Hourly wage & bonuses. 100%
drug free. EOc. Apply at 749
South County Rd. 221, Snyder,
Texas.

Mountain View Lodge
Nurse Center
2009 Virginia Ave
Big Spring, Texas
432/263-1271
Is Under New Ownership and
is seeking professional, enthu-
siastic and caring individuals,
to fill the following positions:
Weekend RN
‘Certified Nurse Aides -
All shifts
F/T Maintenance Supervisor
Come by Mountain View Lodge
to apply and meet our dynamic
team of caregivers.

NOW HIRING FOR postal posi-
tions. $18.50-$59.00+hour. Full
Benefits/Paid training and va-
cations. No experience neces-
sary 1-800-584-1775 reference
#9020.

OPHTHALMIC ASSISTANT
needed - No experience neces-
sary; will train. Must have high
school diploma. Apply at 207
E. 7th St. No phone calls
please.

Help Wanted

REPORTER/ EDITORIAL Staff
needed. Temporary, approx. 3
month. Experience in writing,
reporting and Quark Preferred.

Part or Full time. Call Bill
McClellan, Big Spring Herald
after 10:30 am (432)263-7331.

ROUTE SALESPERSON
Ab-Tex Beverage Ltd. requires
individual to complete a drug
screen and work assessment
test. Possess or able to obtain
a Class A CDL. Beverage
sales experience a plus. Com-
prehensive’ benefit program.
Please apply in person:

Ab-Tex Beverage Ltd.
3611 Hwy 87 North
Big Spring, Tx 79720
EEO/AA Employer

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store.
Benefits include paid vacation,
retirement & health insurance.
Requirements are back ground
check, drug screening, good
driving record and be at least
21 years old. Apply in person,
Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

WAREHOUSE/ PLANT
WORKERS NEEDED
BIG SPRING AREA

Immediate openings for long
term employment. Require-
ments are: experience working
in a warehouse or a plant envi-
ronment. Some forklift experi-
ence helpful. Positions are for
cotton seed plant located in Big
Spring. :
Contact Kelly Services of Mid-
land at (432)689-9801
Never an applicant fee. Equal
Opportunity Employer

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Mconth Contract $1.58 Per Day
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!
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[ Chico and Sons
| Concrete

! 432) 466-0573

| (432) 8B16-6561

CARPET COMPUTER COMPUTER CONCRETE CONCRETE

CARPET SALES The s”ecialis' § ll‘v:;‘?\llz(:UCE(f J. T. Builders
i s s 4 o Remodeling * Drywall
and Construction Matthew Grayson CG's Computer Service ‘HW ~g All types Ceramic Tile « Electrical
Management All your computer ~Computers f A . " of fences BP!l;‘"}fiCne °R«t>of;vne,k
il > i ric oncrete Wor'
Draw Plans & needs, commercial - =r ons Mght & ! “HM & repairs. Driveways * Sidewalks
e 5 | - i 28 Y 1 .
EStlmateS residential -on:site. & eere Bpesunt Concrete work, carports. bzf:r':glllancgesl’og;ugcoks :
15 Yrs. Experience = 2003 Johnsn All work guaranteed. fitady furs
Kenny Thompson 263-388 Bl Spving, Texas 29720 Free Estimates 432) 213-0882 Col
270-0548 - 5 PH: (432) 204-6562 Benny Marquez Owner e 1833110 R
267-8997 g miogsomputerioshobe/ 267-5714 210 sprmg, T 79720 |
DECKER'S FARM SUPPLY Quality Fence Co. SR weraL - ceoan BT Mi";‘,d F;‘,'el“'o"d DOORS/
& NURSERY Jimmy Marquez-Owner oy m“"‘: : s O a6 GARAGE ;
We do Dirt i NOud o . 120 cora DOORS/OPENEXS
: ‘ : ome Repair * Carpent. v
Hl'l\ﬁ(l)ll :(i})g - Fencing B & M Fence Co. " Mesquite Sh%et Work
) : ) , COMMERCIAL » RESIDENTIAL Repaired/Replaced
Backhoe, Wood & GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE 2““ Cord i(chen/ & Bath
B Smait Grubbing Job Chamiink e o Doliverod & Stackod BOB'S CUSTOM
h < 4 S
and Will Clear Lots. Free Estimates — 1 m'.':;.. (432, 570‘“'7 4 mm
432-756-3444 432-270-7508 Pt W0 (432) 238-6770, cell 409 E. 3RD  267-5811

MOME IMPROVEMENT

f RS e

| HOME REPAIR

| wl Decks,

Kenoael, ¢ ar penter,

Wl Piuimbing,
vitnor Bleetrical

|

FREE ESTIMATES
Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

1 816-3030

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT LAWN SERVICE PEST CONTROL

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile « Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

_ Call 263-8285

16 Sﬂm 'r.
e W
We Do It ALl!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures. Plumbing, Electrical
AC,Roofs, New Additions
& Lawn Service

Phone: 432-263-2911
Cell: 432-816-3832

AFFORDABLE HOME
MAINTENANCE

*Renovation 7
*Repairs

*Maintenance ===y’

You Can Trust
Satisfaction Guaranteed
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!

Russ Crain (owner) 432-270-2585

MOWING * ALLEYS
HAULING * TILLING
TREE TRIMMING
STUMP REMOVAL

CALL

432-267-5460

CELL

816-6150

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL

Since 1954

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

WEB PRINTING TREE TRIMMING

(VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

Houses * Storages
Commercial Buildings
1003, 07, 11 E. 11th PL.
For rent/sale
709 K. 12th
1511 Main
204 11th Place

PALACIOS
ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences,
Painting Insured & Bonded

Home Phone#
432-263-5430

Cell#
432-213-0363

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
‘Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

' All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!]
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

AAA

Mini-Storage

Special

1/2 OH

First Month Rent

For ANl Your Storage Needs
Or Smali, We Store It AlllI!

Large
Now Ascepting Vies & Mactersard
3301 E.FM 700 263-0732

For Information
On Web Printing

Call
Tony Hernandez

263-7331

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.

For Tree Trimming
and removal.
Call Lupe
432-207-8317
432-268-0408

(.
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Items for Sale

FIREWOOD: Oak Firewood de-
livered and stacked for $275.00
a full cord, 1/2 cord $150.00.
Call James (325)648-2818,

leave message.

TURBINAIRE HVLP model
1235 spray system, Grizzly
model 1022SM table saw
w/Woodstock Shop Fox fence,
gas shop heater.
(432)264-0067 after 5:00 pm.

Miscellaneous

Bed- All new orthopedic mat-
tress QUFEN SET $165. in
plastic with warranty.  Call
(806)549-3110.

FREE PALLETS. Good for do
it yourself wood projects. Pick
up behind the Big Spring Her-
ald's office at 710 Scurry.

WANTED: RESPONSIBLE
Party to take on small monthly
payments on High Definition
Big Screen TV. Call
1-800-398-3970.

Real Estate for Rent

1505 TUSCON. Four bedroom,
two bath, CH/A. $600.00
Month, $400.00 deposit. Call
(432)270-3848.

SUNSET RIDGE APT.
Cable TV Free!
Playground
No Water Bill
Paragon Security
24 Hour Laundry
On-Site Mgr. & Maint
Family Friendly
2 BR $285
1 BR $185
Call Rhonda
(432)263-2292

432-714-4840
Efficiency Apt. * *176°*
One Bdr. » *225°*
Two Bdr. » *300*

(*$300 Deposit)
* All utilities Except Electric Paid
* Free High Speed Wireless
* On-Site Manager
* Laundry & Vending Facility
+ Housing Assistance Accepted

1610 STATE. Two bedroom,
one bath. $365. month, $150.
deposit. 1203 STANFORD.
Two bedroom, one bath, CH/A.
$385. month, $150. deposit.
Call (432)263-1792, 816-9984,
2 Thru 6 Bedroom ‘Homes.
Pool, 24 hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

802 1/2 Nolan- ' 1 bedroom:.

' $400.00 All Bills. 2528 Fairchild

2 or 3 bedroom. $350/$450..
3/2 Trailer- 5600 South Service
Road. Call (432)264-9907.

805 ROSEMONT., 3/2, fenced
backyard, carport, $425/month,
$250/deposit + 1 year lease.
No HUD. Call (432)268-5956
or 268-9180.

BUILDING FOR Lease: 1714
Gregg St. Approximately 2500
square feet. Call
(432)267-3649 to inquire.

Subscription Price  News Stnnd i’rlcc

One Year '93.42 $195.00
Six Months *51.90 . *97.50
Three Months *25.95 %48.75
One Month *8.65 $15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

[ :
1 Telephone

1 YES! Start my subscription for months.
| Enelosed is $

:Name:

]

:Address:

I

:City

'

:State Zip

|Card #

i

[

; 'HERALD :
| 710 Scurry, P.O. Box 1431

: Big Spring, TX 79721 « (432) 263-7331

I Exp. Date:

: Signature

w/S Mo. Lease ! S

Real Estate for Rent

BUILDING for LEASE for retail
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi-
mately 5,000 sq. ft. $600.
month +deposit. Call WESTEX
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.

FOR LEASE 1515 Hwy. 350.
Building with overhead door.
On one acre of fenced land.

. $350. Month, $350. deposit.
. Call (432)263-5000.

" T HEIGHTS APARTMENTS

1 Bedroom - $400. mon
All Bills Paid
403 East 8th
Call (432)267-2771

Real Estate for Sale

2 HOMES for the price of one.
All on 3+ acres. Rent one, live
in the other. Call Home Real-
tors for details (432)263-1284.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick
Homes. No Down Payment.
Owner Financing. Bad Credit
OK. 6 Month warranty.

Cail Marla (432)263-3461.

COAHOMA ISD - Beautiful 3
Bedroom, 2 bath, tile flooring
throughout, metal roof, CH/A,
2.1 acres, horse barn and extra
barns. $73,000.00. Call
(432)267-6554, 393-5602.

OWNER FINANCE. 19605
North Hwy. 87 in Ackerly, 2.64
acres. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath
whbamn. On 87 and 2230.
$26,000.00, $3,000 Down. Toll
Free 866-894-4591,
325-650-5900.

TIME TO sell the Family
Farms, Martin Co. approx. 80
acres and 485 acres, to be sold

together, no Minerals Call
(512) 756-6573 or
(432)267-6286.

Several New 2005
Fords, Lincoins,
Nissans Available

E At Huge Savings
Bob Brock Ford

500 W tth 267-7121

REBUILDERS DREAM. 1973
Chevy Shortbed, 350 with
4BBL, 76K. First $1,000 gets it.
Call (432)268-8823.

DON’T PAY
to find work before
you get the job. For
free information
about avoiding
employment service
scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,
Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information
Center, 800-876-7060.

Tomorrow's Horoscope

The Pisces moon is on a
quest to help us believe
in what we cannot see
and see what we hardly
believe. You may glimpse
another dimension or
catch a glimmer of the
mirror world in your
dreams, meditation, art
and fantasy. It’s so lucky
to let these otherworldly
feelinggs and images
inform the most mundane
aspects of your daily life.

ARIES ;

(March 21- [
April  19).
Extreme
requests
seem
reasonable
to you
because you
are SO
dedicated.
Itis" been a
hard dayis
night —————————
though, hasn’t it? Stop
working like a dog, and
go home at a reasonable
hour.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). See that pile of paper
on your desk? You don’t
need a personal secretary
—- you only need an hour
to yourself and a buhch
of file folders. Urge loved
ones to support you-by
giving you your space.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You demand the best
from yourself and accept
nothing short of it. That’s
why you're overwhelmed
and a little tired now, but
you're also smiling
because you're a little
impressed with yourself.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Newton’s Law states
that a body in motion
tends to remain in
motion. That’'s why the
busiest person you know
is also the best partner
for your new project.
Delegate to a doer.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Use fun to break down
the Dbarriers between
people. With your natural
charm, you get away with
saying and doing things
that other people
wouldn’t be able to pull
off.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). The stars illuminate

/

HouipAY
MATHIS

great potential today, but
your energy level
determines whether or
not you can realize it.
Keep it high by being
generally zippy whether
or not that's how you
really feel. Your . body
soon tricks your mind.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Mercury messes with
you! Save yourself from

'wasting time looking for

stuff - Dby getting
organized. There’s a place
for everything. If there’s
not a place for something,
it's possible that you
don’t need it anymore.
SCORPIO (Oct.' 24-Nov.
21). You're smack in the
center of a wild
culmination of events.
It's hard to see that
everything that led up to
this day was in your
choosing. If you can take
responsibility, you'll feel
powerful indeed.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Your attitude
will make or break a new

relationship. Check '
yourself with the
diligence you would

normally reserve for very
important business. Your
personal life “is” very
important business.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan.” 19). Youre a
perpetual motion
machine. Even in your
sleep tonight, you’ll be
working out the day’s
problems. Keep a
notebook and pen by the
bed to jot down solutions
first thing when you
wake up tomorrow.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). It would be
wonderful if people in
love were always
considerate, ‘but that just
isn’t the case. Instead of
overlooking a loved one’s
transgressions, point
them out immediately in
that funny, endearing
way of yours.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). It's been a while
since you felt vivacious.
You're due. This
afternoon is the perfect
forum to introduce the
new-and-improved,
vivacious you. Don’t be
afraid to make a dramatic

entrance — everyone is
entertained.
LIBRA

ASTROLOGICAL
HIGHLIGHTS: This year,
more than any year past,
brings the biggest result
with the least effort. Hard
work may be a virtue,
but so is soft work — the
kind where you align
yourself with what is

2006

already going on and flow
with nature’s
intelligence. Flowers

don’t try to open — the
sun comes out, and they
just blossom. This is the
way your projects seem
to come about this year.
Things feel “meant to
be.” The next 10 weeks
show you getting ready
by believing things
should be a certain way
and seeing yourself in the
improved circumstance
(even if it couldn’t be
further from the way
things currently are).
When you get an idea at
the end of this month, act
on it! Doors fly open —
it’s a sign that you should
continue to follow your
impulses. Loved ones
need your forgiveness in

-April. You're happier if

you give it. Family
expansion is part of your
summer. Necessary
adjustments could
include remodeling or
moving. You're called to
sort out-a highly tense
political situation in
June. Vacations are
exquisitely romantic in
September (so be sure to
get your passport squared
away in the summer).
CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Big things are brewing
for Capricorn “Mini Me”
actor Verne Troyer. In
addition to a very serious
turn in his personal life
(an engagement is
imminent, even though
he may not have met her
yet), Troyer will finally
shed his “Austin Powers”
comedic side for good by
surprising us all with a
career-changing dramatic
performance.

® 2005 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox -: Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: Can someone
explain to me how a man
can take a 33-year marriage
and just walk away? The

rheck with his children,
grandchildren and wife.

We must sell our home of

. 30 years, as this is a no-

fault divorce state. I have
not worked in 30 years, and
at age 55, I must find a job,
probably one that pays
minimum wage. I have
many health-related
problems, but my husband'’s
response is, “too bad.”

I have loved my husband
since the first day we met,
and this is tearing me

apart. To be forced into
leaving my home, putting
the grandchildren in day
care and knowing that I
will now grow old alone is

terrifying. respect or
Of course [ dignity? I hope
it's another all you Other
woman. How Women one day
can any know the pain
woman look you have
at herself in caused a wife
the mirror, somewhere.
knowing she Thanks for
has come listening. — A
between a Discarded Wife
couple Dear Wife:
married 33 Most Other
years? How Women
do she and convince
my husband KATHY MITCHELL themselves
get up every MARCY SUGAR they are
day and hurting no one.
continue They want to

their lives, as
if no one is
being hurt? My question to
the Other Woman is, don't
you have any compassion,

TexSCAN Week of

0O/0 DRIVER - FFE, The F/S is higher here'
$1.11 average. $2,000 sigri-on. $2,600 referral

AFFORDABLE HILL COUNTRY hunt-
ing '‘properly. Why lease whén you can own?

January 1, 2006

Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond
medical und legal expenses in Texas adoption

PREGNANT? THINKINGADOPTION? Talk
with caring people specializing in matching
birthmothers with loving families nationwide
Expenses paid. Toll free 24/7. One True Gift
Adoptions, 1-866-921-0565

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do you earn $800in
a day? Your own local candy route. 30 machines
and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-625-5481, Multi
Vend, LLC

DRIVERS

DRIVER . COVENANT TRANSPORT
Excellent pay and benefits for experienced driv-
ers, 0/0, solos, teams and graduate students
Bonuses available. Refrigerated now available
1-888-MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729).

DRIVERS! NEW YEAR, new career! Top pay
and more hometime. No experience? No problem
- low cost CDL & 100% Tuition Reimbursement.
1-800-796-9888, www.SwiftTruckinglobs.com

DRIVERS - OTR $SHOLIDAY Cash$. Class
“A" CDL. | year OTR. From start, get extra $800
first 8 weeks. Then .03 cpm to $4,000. Call FFE
Transportation, 1-800-569-9232.

ADOPTION

bonus. Base plate provided. No truck, no problem
Low payment with short lease. 1-800-569-9298.

WOLFF TANNING BEDS. Buy direct and
save. Full body units from $22 a month. FREE
color catalog. Call today. 1-800-842-1305,

www.ni.elslln.com

' NOW HIRING FOR Postal Positions. $18.50-

$59.00+/hr. Full benefits/paid training and vaca-
tions. No experience necessary. 1-800-584-1775
Public Announcement Reference #5401.

NSCELLANEOUS

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Rapid training for
high paying Aviation career. FAA predicts severe
shortage. Financial aid if qualify - job placement
assistance. Call AIM |-888-349-5387.

EARN DEGREE ONLINE from home
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers. Job
placement assistance. Computer & financial aid
if qualify. 1-866-858-2121, www.onlinetide
watertech.com

REAL ESTATE

A BARGAIN - 75 Acres - $39,900. Rolling hills,
good brush, rock outcroppings. Trophy deer habi-
tat. Good highway access. Easy terms. Perfect
for hunting retreat. Texas Land & Ranches,
1-877-542-6642.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are 1 eputable, we cannot guarantec Mumi&umu.\wwm”mcmnm and when in doubt, contact
the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.fic.gov/bizop

1-800-876-9720. ranchenterprisesitd.com

NEW TO MARKET - 100 Acres - HUNTING
RANCH. First chance to own hunting retreat
Big buck area, plus turkey, dove, quail and
more. Very private with/EZ highway access.
$49,900 w/tinangcing. 1-866-899-5263.

REPO HOMES FOR SALE. 20% to 50% off}
www.RepeToGo.com .
225+ ACRES, West Texas, Terrell County
Deer, dove, quail, and javelina. $210 per
acre, owner financed, non-qualifying with
5% down. 1-830-885-4578. www.ranchente

finieslld.com

BUILDINGS DIRECT! 25 years. Order now
for spring delivery and save! Extensive range
of sizes and models Built to last. Priced to sell
Pioneer, 1-800-668-5422,

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad...........ccccruvrarn. $400

306 Newspapers, 1.1 Million Circulation
North Region Only............. $175
102 Newspapers, 381 Circulation
South Region Only ............. $175
101 Newspaperr, 462,000 Circulation
West Region Ow ............... $175
103 Newspapers, 000 Circulation

believe a man
who says his
wife is cold and
unresponsive, - and they
don’t consider what the

deception may do to his
children. Women of
character do not seek out
married men, and those
who accidentally become
involved end the affair as
soon as possible. The
others, well, they can have
the comfort of worrying
that a man who cheated on
his wife is likely to cheat
on them as well.

We hope you are
receiving therapy and good
legal advice. You also could
use some job counseling.
Try the YWCA or your state
Department of Labor, which
may offer assistance for

displaced homemakers.
Good luck to you.
Dear Annie: I'm a

healthy, active woman of
65. My friends think I'm
fun and interesting, but my
children think I'm ancient,
feeble and have one foot in
the grave. They leave me
out of any activity that’s
the least bit exciting and
ignore me for family
gatherings, saying, “We

didn’t know if you’d be up
to it.”

I do my own housework
and care for an elderly
neighbor, walk every day
with friends and do
volunteer work. I keep
myself in shape, and most
people tell me I look “cute.”
I love music, sports and
movies.

My husband recently
passed away. My children
and I used to be close, but
now they go out of their
way to plan parties and
trips with others, even
people my age, but exclude
me. Can you remind them
that I can still feel hurt? —
Wannabe Mom

Dear Wannabe: Your
children do not have to
include you in activities

they plan with friends,
regardless of age. They are
not responsible for your
entertainment. However,
they should include you in
family gatherings whenever
possible, and we're not sure
why they don’'t. Do they
mistakenly Dbelieve that,
because you are still
mourning your late
husband, you would re).
their invitations or- b.
depressing company?

Instead of stewing over it,
have a long talk with your
children. Explain that you
feel abandoned, and ask
them to remember you
when the family gets
tegether. If they seem
reluctant, ask them why —
and pay attention to the
answer.

Annie’s Mailbox is written
by Kathv Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, ' longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column.

® 2006 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Choose You: Own Monthly Rent Options

Such As ALL BILLS PAID
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.
538 Westover 263-1282
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" #MAY 1 TAKE YOURORDERE" *You BETCHA. TIP Y

“l heard

THINK WE WERE JUST |
WINDOW SHOPPING?'

MILY CIRCUS

that out of the corner
of my ear.”

PETER'S
HISTORI\CAL
| ARTIFACTS
" SONENRS
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HERES SOMETHING
INTERESTING !

A TICKET FoR
PASSAGE ON A
LARGE VESSEL
MEASURED IN
cyBits

WIZARD OF ID

ARE YoU

SURE THIS IS
A FIVE-STAR
RESTAURANT?

A RINER THAT RUNS UPHILL OR A
TWELVEMILLION-FEET-HIGH CLIFF
THAT LOOKS LIKEA BUG,0R A

———

SOMETHING LIKE ABIG HOLE ,OR

HAUNTED WAY MUSEUM.

YEAH.I HAVE
TO LOGE TEN
POUNPS BY THE
END OF THE MONTH

€ NAICE PROWHE

THATS STRAKGE , WHATS
THAT TAB ON THE BOTTOM ?

[\ YOU KNOW, | COULD USE A NEW L
ONE, TOO. LET ME GET My PURSE

-

TG

This Date
In History

THERE ARE
CRAYONS ON
ToP OF THE
PLACE MATS

e CAGII wo

[ I—\
N
oY\ ¥V V
0N ) PLA )
¢ [ GANIT ALL

~{ <. BACK ON
?\3\ SUPER BOWL
5 \E SUNDAY

IN PREPARATION FOR WINTER
DRIVING CONDITIONS, YOU:
(2] Put on your bald sunwmer tires.
Gm”mﬁ.dhw.
(] Stay inside until April.

IT STARTS TO SNOW WHILE
YOU ARE DRIVING. YOU:

Dsama\o\nywwﬁlm
Dsphunnnounmhnd
() Round up some suckers to

] Phone the weather offics

YOU ARE STUCK IN A SNOW
BANK. YOU:

the dashboard.
meits off.

push you out of the snow bank.

and abuse them.

Abandon the car and head
" to Maxico until the snow meits.

e —
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HE'S HAVING

©E008 by King "sshewe Jyndicese < WONG P SEerec

HE GARGLED WITH AETERSHAVE,
SPRAYED DEOPORANT ON HIS HAIR,
PUT HAIRCIL ON HIS FACE, ANP
SWALLOWED HIS TOOTHPASTE!

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 3,
the third day of 2006. There
are 362 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in
History:
On Jan. 3, 1777, Gen.

George Washington’s army
routed the British in the
Battle of Princeton, N.J.

On this date:

In 1521, Martin Luther was
excommunicated from the
Roman Catholic Church.

In 1868, the Meiji
Restoration re-established
the authority of Japan’s
emperor and heralded the
fall of the military rulers
known as “shoguns.”

In 1938, the March of
Dimes campaign to fight
polio was organized.

In 1947, congressional pro-
ceedings were televised for
the first time as viewers in
Washington, Philadelphia
and New York got to see
some of the opening cere-
monies of the 80th Congress.

In 1959, President
Eisenhower signed a procla-
mation admitting Alaska to
the Union as the 49th state.

In 1961, the United States
severed diplomatic relations
with Cuba.

In 1967, Jack Ruby, the
man who shot accused pres-
idential assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald, died in a Dallas hos-
pital.

In 1990, ousted
Panamanian leader Manuel

Noriega surrendered to U.S.

forces, 10 days after taking
refuge in the Vatican's
diplomatic mission.

In 1993, President Bush
and Russian President Boris
Yeltsin signed a historic
nuclear missile-reduction
treaty in Moscow.

In 2000, the last new daily
“Peanuts” strip by Charles
Schulz ran in 2,600 newspa-
pers.

One year ago: President
Bush tapped his father, for-

-mer President Bush, and for-

mer President Clinton to
help raise tsunami relief
funds.

Today's Birthdays: Record
producer Sir George Martin
is 80. Actor Robert Loggia is
76. Actor Dabney Coleman is
74. Journalist-author Betty
Rollin is 70. Hockey Hall-of-
Famer Bobby Hull is 67.
Singer-songwriter-producer
Van Dyke Parks is 63.
Musician Stephen Stills is

61. Rock musician John
Paul Jones (Led Zeppelin) is
60. Actress Victoria

Principal is 56. Actor-direc-
tar Mel Gibson is 50. Actress
Shannon Sturges is 38. Jazz
musician James Carter is
37. Contemporary Christian
singer Nichole Nordeman is
34. Actor Jason Marsden is
31. Actress Danica McKellar

is 31. Actor Nicholas
Gonzalez is 30. Singer
Kimberley Locke
(“American Idol”) is 28.
Actor -Alex D. LLinz is 17

Thought for Today: “To

have reason to get up in the
morning, it is necessary to
possess a guiding principle.
A belief of some kind. A
bumper sticker, if you will.”
— Judith Guest, Ameritan
author.
® 2005 The Associated Press

Answer to previous puzzle
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ACROSS 66 Titled British 10 Bank offenng 42 Coolidge
1 Eyelid woman 11 Money in nickname
attachment 67 Prefix for freeze Madrid 45 Craftsperson
5 Imitated 68 Rock singer 12 Makes a 46 Pig out
9 Butter substitute __John decision 49 “ _ your
13 Fireplace 69 Fox Sports 14 Enjoyer of seat belts"
residue alternative 2 Down 50 Single-
15 Electricity camrier 70 Wall St. org. 18 Heathen handedly
16 Cream of 71 Catch sight of 22 Puts in jeopardy 53 Groups of
mushroom, e.g. 25 Feeling tense soldiers
17 Inspirational DOWN 27 Former 54 Bend down
leaders 1 Lanat lobal aifline 55 _ and Cher
19 Golf-course 2 Colorado resort 28 Taken an aath 56 Walk through
vehicle 3 Be generous 29 Some French water
20 Country in 4 Chef's Impressionist 57 “That's too bad!”
eastem Europe seasoning paintings 58 Win easily
21 High-pitched 5 Shoemaker's 30 Admired one 59 Measly
voices tool 31 Yours and mine 60 Former
23 Early afternoon 6 Name of 32 It's forbidden Mach 2 fliers:
24 Swelled head 12 popes 33 Feeling pleased Abbr.
26 Atmosphere 7 Therefore 34 “Hi-__, Hi-Lo” 62 South Pacific
27 Radio broadcast 8 Lose hope 35 Norwegian spot
33 Soft shine 9 Wilde and royal name 65 Key lime or
36 New Jersey’s Hammerstein 39 Prague native Dutch apple
largest city
37 Twosome 1 |12 3 9 10 |11 |12
38 Purple flower )
40 Put on,
as clothes 17
41 Treat with -
contempt
43 __ n%de 5
65 Down order) :
44 Capital of 30 |31 [32
Croatia
g :n additlion a7
_Inequali
51 Pedonnt)c'm 38 40 a1 a2
a stage
52 NBC satire o .
series a8 50
53 __ Enterprise
(Star Trek 1 3 53 |54 |S§
vessel)
56 Naval fleet Y%
61 Enter, as
a building [
63 Very much
64 Punishment
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Wacky Facts Chatter Box
® Jan. 18 is Pooh Day. (It's “Winnie the “It tasted like chicken.
Pooh author A.A. Milne’s birthday.) It was kind of like licking the back of your hand.
B Bees need to visit about L It felt like the same thing”

2 million flowers to make

just 1 pound of honey.
— World Almanac for Kids

For many kids, volunteering is an.
ideal way to celebrate the season

BY EMILIE LE BEAU / CHICAGO TRIBUNE
eghan Luecke had just started

volunteering at a

‘homeless
shelter for families in San
Francisco when she told a lit-
tle girl how much she loved to
bake cookies. “I could tell she didn’t know what
I was talking about; she said she had never made

cookies before,” Meghan says.

Meghan, then 14, of San Francisco, hit the
grocery store and returned to the shelter the fol-
lowing week with cookie-baking basics.

“The kids were thrilled and so full of ques-
tions,” she says. “They had never seen raw
eggs.”

Three years later, Meghan was still cooking
with kids at the Hamilton Famuly Center. She
started a weekly cooking program called Kids
Are Cookin,’ and even wrote a recipe book so
other kids could start similar programs. “I could-

~ n't live in the midst of so much homelessness

and not volunteer,” she says.

It isn’t just the holiday season that is inspiring
this generosity of spirit. From cooking to col-
lecting donations, kids are giving their time and
energy more than ever. High school volunteering

is at its highest point in 50 years.

And thee’s evidence volunteering has a long-
term impact on society: Kids who volunteer
when they are young grow up to be the most
generous adults, reports the Independent Sector,
a group that represents numerous charities.

But it is the season for giving, and Jena Sims
is grateful for holiday shoppers — they help her
fundraising efforts for the American Cancer
Society. She sells personalized Christmas oma-
ments for $10 each, and last-minute shoppers

“help her sales. “People run out of gift ideas and
[the omaments] ate something original,” says

WAYS TO HELP

Jena, 16, of Winder, Ga.

In the last five years, Jena has raised $75,000
for cancer research through omament sales,
fundraising events and a team of energized
helpers. Every cent is donated to cancer research.

@

.......

Copyright 2006 Chicago Tribune

Jenasayssbcwontstopuntiltlmcisacure T
lost both my grandfathers tp cancer,

Jenaalsosaysshevxsnscaxmpauemsmthc
. hospitals to show support. “A lot are going
through treatment ... they.are glad someone is
coming to visit them,” she says.

Getting into the hospital is a challenge since
many don’t allow kids or teenagers. “A lot of
times you get rejected,” she says. “You have to be
ready to get rejected, keep going and not stop.”

Fear of rejection may be
one reason some kids don’t

sign up for service. “There

can be some very bad experi-
ences,” says Arthur Blaustein,
a professor at the University

of California at Berkeley and

author of “Making a

Difference: America’s Guide

to Volunteering and
Community Service™
(Jossey-Bass, $12.95).

DO YOUR HOMEWORK
Researching an organization can help a kid
decide whether a group has the right opportuni-
ties. “It’s very important to have the right match.
People are disappointed if they just shuffle

paper,” Blaustein says.

For some kids, behind-the-scenes work can
be just as exciting. Cameron K. helps prepare
and pack shoeboxes filled with toys, toiletries
and candy for Operation Christmas Child. The
group is hoping to send seven million shoebox-
es to children in 95 war torn or impoverished

countries.

“I think it’s good for children to have these
things and know somebody cares about their
needs,” Cameron says. “I think it shows kids can

help.”

Kids can help others, and Blaustein says vol-
unteering :>ven helps the volunteers. “It makes
you feel really good about yourself,” he says.
“It’s a very positive experience. It’s good for
the kid, lt s good for the people who they are

serving.”
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YOU CAN
DO IT

There are plenty of
ways you can make a
difference through serv-
ice or fundraising. Here's
how you can get going:
¥ Research an organiza-

%2 tion you'd like to help.
% Want to work with

% injured animals? Make
= sure they allow volun-
. teers to get close to the

critters.
# Don’t give up. So you

= e-mailed the volunteer
- coordinator but never

heard back. Don’t
assume there’s not a
need for help. “They are

. too swamped sometimes
- to respond to volunteer

inquires,” says Meghan.
® Ask for help, espe-
cially if you're starting

. your own volunteer

organization. “Always
be open to suggestions
and creativity,” Meghan

“advises.

SERVICE WITH
SINCERITY

Volunteering is the
right thing to do, except
if it's done for the
wrong reasons. Signing
up for service just to
meet a cute date is “‘very
suspect,” says professor
Arthur Blaustein.

Sometimes kids are
pushed into service by
school requirements or
overbearing
parents.
Using com-
munity serv-
ice to win
awards or
create a cool
resume
doesn’t help
and “isn’t
the best way

todoit”

Instead, Blaustein
says, social services
don’t always reach every
American. Volunteering
is a way kids can fill in
the gaps and help others.

ONLINE HELP

Want to bake, sell or
stuff shoeboxes? More
information on Kids Are
Cookin’ is online at
www.kidsarecookin.
com. Omaments bene-
fiting cancer research
are at www.ornaments
4cure.org, and shoe-
box donations at
www.samaritans
purse.org.
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The Big Spring Refinery
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— Matt Damon, on licking a frog.
for the movie, “The Brothers Grimm,”
in Entertainment Weekly.

In The News

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GEORGIA AQUARIUM

,g menewGeo@aAqua'iumscruisesz-smped
44 tanks hold 8 million gallons of water.

New aguarium
is nome to more
than 100.000 fish

v

Ralph and Norton can grow to be 40 feet long
and live in a tank as large as a football field. What

~ °are they? They're the only two whale sharks on
" display at a North American aquarium.

Y You can see Ralph and
: Norton at the world’s largest I M
aquarium, the new Georgia

Aquarium in Atlanta. The aquarium’s cruise ship-
shaped tanks hold 8 million gallons of water and
will be home to about 100,000 fish! The aquarium
opened to the public in November.

AN AWESOME AQUATIC ABODE

The aquarium was designed to look like a giant
ship breaking through the waves. It has 60 different
aquatic habitats and five galleries, each with a
unique theme. About 2.4 million visitors are expect-
ed each year. They can gaze through the aquarium’s
curved acrylic windows or touch
a rough starfish or slippery
stingray at interactive stations
and touch tanks.

“We want to be the world’s
most engaging aquarium,” said
Jeff Swanagan, the aquarium'’s
executive director.

WORLD'S LARGEST FISH

Ralph and Norton ammived in June from Taiwan. At
that time, they were 15 feet long and 13 feet long, but
they could grow to more than 40 feet! Whale sharks
are the world's largest fish. Three full-time veterinari-
ans will be on hand to make sure Ralph, Norton and
all the aquarium’s sea life is healthy. Students from
the University of Georgia will help run the aquarium
and conduct research at the onsite animal hospital.

A GENERQUS GIFT

The aquarium was paid for almost completely
by a $200 million gift from Berie Marcus, co-
founder of The Home Depot Inc., and his wife,
Billi. “It’s going to be the most unique aquarium
in the world,” said Marcus, 76. Marcus said the
aquarium is a “thank you™ note to the city of
Atlanta and state of Georgia, where the Home
Depot first opened for business. — Jill Egan

© 2006 Time Inc. All Rights Reserved.
TIME FOR KIDS and Timeforkids.com are registered trademarks of Time Inc.
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